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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give notice of the 
following:- 

QUEST IONS 

) To enquire of the Appropriate Minister: 
PRESENT 

His  Honour J. E. T. BRANCKER. Q. C., (Speaker); 
Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD. (Minister of Development, Trade, 

~ndustr) . ,  Labour and Tourism); Mr. L .  E. SMITH, J. p,; 
Mr. F. C. GODDARD; Mr. F. E. MILLER; Mr. E. ST.,4. 
HOLDER, J. P.; Hon. C. E. TALMA, (Minister of Agri- 
culture, Lands and Fisheries); Hon. J. C. TUDOR, M.A., 
(Minister of Education); Mr. J. W. CORBIN; Mr. S. E. 

SEALEY; Hon. G, G, FERGUSSON, (Minister of Communi- 
cations, Works and Housing); Mr. R.  St.C. WEEKES, J.P.; 
Mr. W. R. LOWE; Mr. G. V. BATSON, (Chaiman of Com- 
mit tees)  and Mr. N .  W. BOXILL. 

Is Government aware that the Junction via Fortress 
Hill and Lion Castle in the Parish of St. Thomas is very 
dangerous to vehicular traffic? 

2. Will Government make provision for remedying 
same by placing Major Road Stop signs inorder to check the 
flow of traffic and to avoid any serious accidents occuring 
at the said point? 

BILL READ A FIRST TIME 

Hon. W. '-. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that a Bill to amend the Barbados Turf Club (Imposition of 
Duty) Act, 1941, be now read a first time. 

Prayers were read. I Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

MINUTES 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the House 
that the Minutes of tbe Meetings of the 14th. 21st and 28th 
January, and of the 4th February, 1964, have been printed 
and circulated amongst hon. members, and unless therebe 
any objection, those Minutes will be taken a s  read and 
confirmed. (After a Pause). Hearing m objection, the 
Minutes of those four meetings a re  now taken a s  read and 
confirmed. 

Mr. LYNCH entered the House and took his seat. 

PAPERS LAID 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 
Hon. Premier, I am commanded to lay astatement showing 
Net Customs and Excise Receipts for thetenmonths ended 
31st January, 1964. 

GOVERNMENT i<CT!C.ES 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. speaker; .onbehalfof the 
Hon. Premier, I beg to give notice of a Bill to amend the 
Barbados Turf Club (Imposition of hty)  Act, 1941. 

PRIVATE MEMBER'S NOTICE 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give hotice of the 
following Resolution:- 

"BE IT RESOLVED that this House declares that this . Government no longer enjoys the confidence of the country. 
and accordingly calls upon the Premier to advise His 

.L Excellency the Governor to dissolve the Legislature so that 
a General Election can be held." 

The question that this B i l l  be now read a first time 
was put and resolved i n  the affirmative without division. 

REPI-IES LAID 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker there a re  two 
Replies to Questions ready. The first i s  the Oral Reply to 
Parliamentary Question No. 140 asked by the hon. senior 
member for St. Michael, and the Oral Reply to Parliament- 
ary Question No. 148 also standingin the name of the same 
hon. member. 

I QUESTION TIME 

Mr. SPEAKER: It i s  now Question Timc. Replies have 
been laid to Questions Nos. 140 and 148 standing in the 
name of the hon. senior member for St. Michael, 
2.50 p.m. 

Mr. SEALEY: Mr, Speaker, Question 140 reads as  fol- 
lows:- 

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister: 

Is Government aware that a public standpipe has been 
erected in Waterford Housing Area, St. Michael, since 
December, 1962, but that the water service with respect 
thereto has not yet been turned on by the Waterworks 
Department? 

2. Will Government see to it that the said water 
service be turned on without further delay? 

3, If the answer to No, 2 is  in the negative, will 
Government state why? 



Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, the answer i s  
as  follows:- 

"Yes, Sir. ?'he delay was due to the taking of measures 
to safeguard the underwater suppl$ in that zone from 
pollution. 

2. The water supply has since been connected, 

3. Does riot arise." 

Mr, SEALEY: Mr, Speaker, I should like to thank the 
Hon. Minister for the action he has taken to assist those 
people in that district with water. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question No, 148 also stands in the 
name of the same hon, member. 

Mr. SEALEY: Mr. Speaker, the Question reads as  
follows: - 

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister. 

Is the Minister aware that the roads in Free Hill 
area in the parish of St. Michael a re  in an acute state of 
disrepair and are  now well nigh impassable to vehicular 
traffic? 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, the answer is  
as  follows:- 

''I am aware that roads in the Free Hill area are  in 
need of repairs, Reconstruction of four roads in the Free 
Hill area was commenced on 18th October, eleven days 
prior to the question being asked. " 

PRIVATE MEMBER'S BEINESS 

Mr. SPEAKER: There are  no more answers laid, and 
we therefore may proceed to Private Members' Business 
which i s  on page 11. I noticethatthefirst Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the hon, senior member for St. 
Michael, and I observe that when the debate was postponed 
on this matter, the hon, junior member for St. Michael 
moved seconded by the hon, junior member for St. Lucy 
that further consideration be postponed, The Order was to 
resume debate on the passing of a Resolution re the pro- 
vision of a bus service for the Lodge Hill District, 

Does the Hon. Minister of Communications desire 
to resume his address? 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: MK, Speaker, with regard to 
this question, I had informed the hon, member, in view 
of the pending report of the entire transportation system 
in the Island, that I would answer this question a s  soon as  
the Committee had reported. We have just received only a 
few days ago, the Report of the Committee appointed to 
investigate, and i t  i s  now being studied. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Does any other hon. member propose 
to contribute to this discussion before the hon, senior 
member for St. Michael exercises, if he thinks fit, his 
right of final reply? 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, speaking on this 
Resolution, in view of the fact that the Report of the Com- 
mittee which was set up to investigate the whole question 
of the bus servicematter connected therewithhasonly been 
recently received by the Government, we a re  craving the in- 
dulgence of the House at this stage - and in fairness to the 
Hon. Mover of this Resolution - to ask for a further post- 
ponement in order for the. Minister to be fully apprised 
of all the various facts of the Report, and be in a position 
to reply to the Hon. Mover at some subsequent meeting. 

With that inmind, 1 begto move that further considera- 
tion of this Resolution be now postponed. 

Mr. YEARWOOD: I beg to second that. 

d 

The question was put and reaolved in the affinnativc 
without division. 

RESOLUTION RE DIVIDING CHILDREN N O  
CATEGORIES AT ELEVEN YEARS 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in 
the name of the hon, junior member for Bridgetown: to 
resume debate on the passing of a Resolution relative to 
the system of dividing children into categories at the early 
age of eleven years, 

When discussion on this Resolution was postponed, the 
Hon. Minister of Education was speaking. Does the Hon. a 

Minister desire to continue his Address? 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, it is  nearly three 
months since I began to speak to the motion moved by the 
hon, junior member for Bridgetown, and I suppose that 
from a certain point of view, it might appear as  if the 
sense and substance of the discussion have been impaired 
by the lapse of time. 
3.00 p,m. 3 

This might well be true for almost any other topic, 
but I think it i s  certainly nottrueon any topic which has to 
do with education. That is  because the subject itself, apart .I 
from its vastness, range, and scope, always brings new 
and exciting challenges in the minds of those who contem- 
plate on any aspect of it and, more so, because there is 
always room for honest doubt and honest differences of 
opinion, and nobody can have or  will have at his disposal 
a monopoly of wisdom in matters of education. There is 
room also for a certain amount of bold experimentation, 
and there i s  opportunity for discarding theories and 
practices which no longer hold sway and to attempt within 
the limits of administrative convenience and financial com- 
petence a thousand and one devices which can properly be 
put to a solution of these problems, 

This motion is specific in its form. It draws attention 
to the fact that themethodsof selectingpupils in the United 
Kingdom for entrance into Secondary Grammar Schools a re  W 

methods whichhave been tried for some time, and that other 
techniques are  taking their place. The motion in the light 
of that goes on to say: 

"WHEREAS incalculable emotional disturbance i s  
caused in the minds of Barbadian children annually sub- 
jected to this harmful and dangerous systemof early selec- 
tivity, 

BE IT RESOLVED that this examination be abolished 
and a more equitable and less rigorous method of selection 
for secondary education be introduced." 

e 

The hon, member in his speech, which showed clear 
and unmistakable evidence of his awareness of this very 
intricate subject, was kind enough to bring theHouse up-to- 
date with respect to the problem as i s  ncw experienced in 
the United Kingdom, the problems and difficulties of ad- 
ministering it, more so, the differences which English 
authorities find and experience in choosing admission to 
these Secondary Grammar Schools, He also with a wealth 
of illustration drew to the attention of the House that edu- 
cational authorities in the United Kingdom have been very 
much concerned in recent years over the so-called 11- 
plus examination. and have been casting about here and 
there for some better working convenience, and to that 
extent, adequate alternative to entrance examination for 
admission to secondary schools in the United Kingdom: .nd 
he suggested that the experience now undergoneinthe Uni- 
ted Kingdom may be more than relevant to our own situa- 
tion, pointing out a s  he did, t h ~ t  even now despite Govern- 
ment's educational problems, for whichIthinkhehul some 
word of praise, we were somewhat behind hand in provid- 
ing places for all those whom m c m  make use of and, 
in the Ught of that., hesuggested thatwe should abolish this 
examination for one more suiuble. That was thegist of the 
Hon. Mover's words. 



When I got up to reply, I accepted most of all what he 
said and drew, rightly so, different conclusions from the 
same facts. and I shll show in thesrme deuil why I drew 
different conclusions, I shall also show why I find it diffi- 
cult m accept one of the premises of the Resolution and to 
accept the conclusion which the hon, member wishes to 
enjoin upon the House. But before I go thrt far, I just want 
to refresh the House's memory with the line which I was 
taking when I addressed the House on thatoccasion. I went 
in some detail to explain that the vast overwhelming aware- 
ness manifested by parents and the interest which they show 
in secondary education was a good thing and nothing at all 
to deplore, because it demonstrates an awareness of 
secondary training in these days which parents of a genera- 
tion ago did not always have, even though some had the 
means of gratifying it. 

I also pointed out that because of this tremendous 
pressure which, after all, is of recent duration, coming as 
it has done in the years immediately after the Second World 
War, and because in addition to that pressure there was 
not a sufficient awareness by the peopledirectingour edu- 

3- cational policy to know what that pressure meant and hov 
it could be satisfied, we were almost caught in a situation 
in which we just could not build schools fast enough, al- 
though thiz Government's record has quite a lot to wm- 
mend it and compares more than favourably with the 
records of the previous regime, But this is not a matter of 
distributing praise and blame of one Government and an- 
other. If we are able to do more than the last holders of 
power, it may be that we have made the community more 
alert and aware of the value of education, and therefore, 
can call on the support of the community in this matter in 
a way which our predecessors could not do because they did 
not make the community sufficiently aware of its value. It 
may be that, since we have a different set of priorities and, 
therefore, a different outlook from those who last held 
power, we are exhibiting a greater sense of urgency and, 
to that extent, can do much more than they could do, be- 
cause they were not as much aware of the challenges of 
the age in which we live, 

However, Sir, I go on to say that whatsoever one choos- 
es to say of this Government's educational policy, one has 
to admit that it i s  forward looking, that it is a sincere and 
resolute attempt to come to grips with the awful problems 
of the time in which we live and it has a sense and purpose 
of direction which implements the aspirations of every 
right thinking person. 
3.10 p.m. 

That is why the problem of the Secondary Schools and 
admission thereinto is not looked upon by us in isolation 
from the general problem of education. It is part of the 
whole picture and it is to be taken against the background 
of the whole problem, I therefore cannot accept one of the 
basic principles in the hon, member's argument, that is, 
that inclalulable harm is doneto, and incalculableemotion- 
a1 disturbance is caused in, the minds of Barbadian chil- 
dren because of their having to sit these tests, I pause here 
to remind the hon, member of this: when he says that in- 
calculable harm i s  done he may mean two things. In the 
first place, he may mean that the harm is so great that it 
cannot be measured or, in the second place, he may mean 
that it i s  so small that it need not be measured. In either 
case the harm would be incalculable. I amnot arguing that 
if the harm that is done is small that that is any justifica- 

-. tion for having any harm done :o these children at all. My 
argument is not in that region, My argument is simply this: 
that although everybody wtw is connected with education 
must sincerely desire to impose no system on children 
which would inwnvenience them in any way, at the same 
time everybody must agree that tests and examinations of 
some sort there must be, 

The problem, therefore, i s  not to abolishtheexamina- 
tion as  such unless you may be sure beyond any shadow 
of doubt that it was positively harmful - and no education- 
al administrator or teacher would be worth his salt if he  
were to continue the system a moment longer after he was 
convinced of its harmfulness. Apart from that, there i s  
also this fact; education is not only a matter of theory, it 

i s  a matter of practice also and that while some experi- 
menudon is to be indulged in in the matter of education, 
like most other fields of human endeavour, experiment&- 
tion i s  always attachcd to hard bed-rock experience. In 
other words, Sir, the experiments you try arise out of some 
experience which either the child or  the teacher or the 
educational authority has had. 

Now, Sir, I am willing to admit that some Barbadian 
children, like some English children, experience in vary- 
ing degrees, according to the temperament of the child, 
some sort of nervousness at having to take any kind of 
test, That would be true not only of the eleven plus exam- 
ination, but it would also be trueof the ordinary seven plus 
routine which is carried out in all our primary schools - 
which is, of course, a private exercise which enables the 
teachers of infants to make some assessment of the pro- 
gress which they are making: but the little child of seven 
who, on that particular day, has gottodo a few extra sums 
or a little extra reading, because he knows that that is the 
day, although no rewards or punishments are attached, 
naturally he feels somewhat tense until the moment goes. 
That happens to everybody in the world. If it is true that 
new occasions teach new duties, then new challenges bring 
about new nervousness, Anybody who has to takean exam- 
ination or offer himself for a test, whether he be a child or 
else, gets tense, Whatever it may be, you get tense: if you 
are a singer or whatever you may be, you get butterflies. 
That is because you are human enough to realise that it is 
an adventure on which you are entering. 

Mr. Speaker, what makes mediffer from thehon. mem- 
ber in this respect is this: while I am prepard to admit 
that there may well be somehighly-strungchildrenin Bar- 
bados who, either because of their own temperaments or  
more particularly because of the misguided attitude on 
behalf of their parents, are affected when the time comes 
for them to take this examination - I admit that and, con- 
sequently, such children may suffer great emotional dis- 
turbance, I make bold to say, however, that there is nothing 
which the Ministry of Education does now so long as the 
present outlook continues - there i s  nothing which it will 
ever do which will increase that tension or  will in any way 
make it appear snything other thannegligible. A s  a matter 
of fact, I may disclose this to the House: I have been keep- 
ing a very cbse  check on this problem. I say this without 
boasting: among the many aspects of the work of my own 
Ministry which engage my intention from time to time, 
this I would single oct to be the one which I consider the 
most absorbing as far as iriterest is concerned - the one 
to which I pay the most attention - because I am very much 
aware of what effects there can be to a child if he is made 
to think that his whole future depends upon what happens 
to him upon a particular day. 

I should like to give the House the assurance that there 
is nothing I would shrink from doing in order to carry out 
this selective examination under t k  best possible cir- 
cumstances, under the best possible pyschobgical con- 
ditions, so that the children may enter into it  with a 
spirit of adventure and not with a spirit of diffidence or  
of fear. Therefore, Sir, one of the things wti'ch I am doing 
this year is this. Instructions have beengiven to the prim- 
ary schDols that they must, I repeat, they must enter for 
the common entrance examination of their pupils between 
the ages of ten and twelve years, 
3.20 p, m, 

Now this is of tremendous significance. There will no 
longer be any question of favourite pupils specially coached 
in primary schools being hand-picked for purposeofpres- 
tige or  otherwise, and pushed into theexaminationwhether 
or  not individual pupils are quite ready for it, and others 
who might have more to offer and therefore make a better 
showing a re  kept back for no reason which could be called 
scientific, Rather than that, every pupil in every primary 
school who i s  between the ages of ten and twelve will be 
entered for the screening test, Now that means that this 
year I shall be faced with a first examination being taken 
by some 9,000 pupils, Now this is phenomenal. There may 
be even more because I imagine that the private schDols 
will also avail themselves of the opportunity, if that is the 



desire of their pupils o r  their pupils' parents, to enter 
those of their pupils who come within that age r a g e ;  but I 
certainly know that as far  a s  our ownprimary schools a r e  
concerned, there will be 9,000 pupils entering for this 
screening test, 

It i s  very possible, Mr. Speaker, that 4,000 of them, 
if past statistics a re  anything to go by certainly for the 
last  three years, will qualify by passing thescreening test 
and will therefore be eligible for the common entrance 
exam. I pause here to say, of course, that nothing I am now 
saying must be taken to mean that those pupils who already 
have passed the screening test but did not succeed in pass- 
ing part 2 cannot now enter so long as they are  under 
twelve years, I think that is well known, I know that when 
the 3,000 pupils from that 9,000 or  9,500emerge this year 
to take the Part 2 examination - and I shall speak about 
that examination in a few minutes - immediately the ques- 
tion will arise in everybody's mind: if 3,000 children take 
Part  2, what is going to happen to those hundreds for whom 
there might not possibly be places? Now there are  two 
answers to that question. Let me deal with the first an- 
swer. I attack it this way by saying that the question itself 
i s  based on a misconception, It is not a case that people 
pass and tbere a re  no places for them, This is a competi- 
tive, sel-ctive exam which is based on certain standards, 
and while I cannot speak for anything that took place in 
1960 or  1961, I can most certainly speak for anything that 
took place i n  1962 and 1963, and I say this without fear of 
contradiction that I know of no instance inseptember, 1962 
or  September 1963 where a child had satisfied the stan- 
dards required and a place could not be found. 

Now I pause here to say that in this matter as in other 
matters, Mr. Speaker, there are  always people - I regret 
to say there are  some of them in the teaching profession 
- who care for prestige a little more than they may care 
for accuracy, and I myself from my own experience as a 
teacher know that no teacher relishes the idea or  the ex- 
perience of having to tell the parent that his o r  her child 
is not as promising as theparent likes to think the child is. 
Consequently I have had complaints coming to me from 
parents saylng that they cannot understand how their child 
or children was or  were not awarded a place or  places, 
because they went to the school, so thestory goes, and the 
teacher has told them that the child has passed, but there 
was not any room. Let lne make it absolutely clear, The 
Part  2 common entrance test is not controlled by the 
schools at all, either by primary schools or  secondary 
schools. It is controlled in its entirety by the hlinistry of 
Education, and corisequently only the Ministry and its com- 
petent authorities can say with any definiteness whether 
o r  not a child has satisfied theexaminers, The schools know 
that they have when we tell them the results of the test, and 
I think on balance the Ministry is very wise to take this 
matter entirely out of the hands of the s c h l s :  so the one 
charge that cannot be levelled at this examination is  the 
charge of favourtism, because the people who might possib- 
ly be weak-minded enough to indulge in a bit of favourtism 
naturally out of loyalty to their schools, a r e  precluded by 
the very nature of the arrangements from so doing. 

If anything goes wrong in the common entrance exam- 
ination, I should be prepared to take fullconstitutional and 
other responsibility, because it is an examination carried 
out completely and entirely under the auspices ofthe Min- 
istry, and neither the scllools which the pupils are  leaving 
nor the schools to which they may be going have anything to 
do with the conduct o r  management of the examination. The 
schools from which they a r e  coming, that i s  to say, the 
Primary Schools, have the business of entering them for 
the examination. The Secondary Schools have the business 
of receiving those who satisfy the requirements: but be- 
tween the point of entry and thepointof admission. neither 
of these two schools take part. The Ministry of Education 
itself is entirely responsible, and I should be more than 
willing to reiterate this to let parents know that it i s  use- 
less and worst than fancifultogo to a teacher at any school 
from which the child sat the common entrance to ask how 
the child did, because the teachers, unless they themselves 
specially enquire, a re  not in a position to say what took 
place at the common entrance examination. Now this i s  

very interesting because on several occasions last year 
a d  the year before, I hrve h8d parents coming to me on 
this same point, and I must say this in fairness to the 

1 parents, although I do not mean this a s  a severe critic- 
ism on the teachers, because I think I understand what 
makes them do what they have done. I have had parents 
coming to me as  parents have told me, and invariably I 
have used my discretion to give instructions that the par- 
ents themselves can see the marks which the child received, 
and the method which has been used to mark the child's 
work, to explain it individually to parents whenever they 

, come in detail, and I ha<e not yet found a case where a 
parent went away unconvinced about the justice of the 

, marking, although a parent may havegone away disappoint- 
ed at the results of thechild: but that i s  a different matter. 
3.30 p,m. 

Now, this i s  very important, If the Ministryof Educa- 
tion takes upon itself that it wants to see justice done and 
because it wants to avoid, so far a s  humanly possible to 
do, any charge of favourtism o r  suspicion to control the 
education, the Ministry of Education will be more than 
foolish if it did not keep the mechanics of the examination 
under its continual review. Therefore, my decisionthatall 
primary school children of the required range should en- 
ter for the screening test - I am coming back to the prob- 
lem of the later examination - i s  all part of the experi- 
mentation which I am carrying on. The reason for that i s  
that when all enter, I see the percentage of passes: and 
in the screening test, 1 get a fairly accurate idea from 
past experience of the number of places which this Min- 
istry must provide in the years to come, 

However, I realise that I am going to be faced with an 
immediate problem this year, because if 3,000 pupilspass 
the screening test, I shall well imagine that about 1,000 
will win places this year in the secondary schools. 

Just let us look at some figures. In September, 1962, 
the admissions to the secondary schools were 583, which 
were nearly 150 more than in September 1961. But largely 
because we had started early in 1962 to step up on our 
school building and extension programme, we were able 
to offer these extra places in 1962. In 1963, the admiss- 
ions rose from 583 in the previous year to 744, and this 
744 we were able to accommodate again because of the 
continuing school building programme and because last 
September I did a thing which I am very proud of although 
I do not boast about it. 

The Ministry gave instructions to all the Governing 
Bodies of secondary schools that they weretofill up to the 
last bench and the last desk so that there was no question 
of there not being room, and we were able to take in every- 
body w b  satisfied the requirements of the examination, 
It was also due to another administrative policy, I said 
that if two children one aged 10 years and one aged 11 
years showed the same standard, preference was to be  
given to the Il-year-old child because that would be his 
or  her last chance, and that in cases where the 10-year- 
old showed exceptional brilliance, he o r  she was not to be 
kept back because he or  she was too young, I am glad to 
say that the instructions which I gave to the Governing 
Bodies of those schools were carried out. 

As I have said, we admitted 744 pupils to secondary 
schools in September last, Now, I am going to be faced with 
a request and der,land for 1,000 this year, and hon. mem- 
bers may wish to know how my Ministry proposes to meet 
this demand. The same policies will hold good. Every avail- 
able place will be filled, and preference will be given to 
the ll- year-olds where the 10- year-olds and ll-year-olds 
a r e  of equal merit; but there is something else which the 
Ministry proposes to do to meet the broad challenge of this 
year's entrants. 

The House i s  well aware that a new Secondary school 
is being erected on part of Government Housegrounds next 
to the Primary School which i s  alreadyopened, and part of 
it will be on property which Government has acquired. 
That school when it i s  filled to capacity will accommodate 
1.000 pupils. 



Naturally, when it s u r t s  in September, the entire 
1,000 will not be admitted, What we propose to do Is this, 
1 propose to move all the girls from the Parkinson School 
to the new school because I am very much concerned about 
secondary education for our youth a d  more particularly 
for the girls and the fact that we are not offering all that 
we can offer for the girls, Therefore, I am moving all the 
girls from the Parkinson School and bringing them into 
this school. That i s  about 500 and that would leave about 
the same number of boys at the Parkinson School. 

I propose to provide 105 places in the new Secondary 
school for pupils who satisfy the requirementsof the com- 
mon entrance examination and another 105 places at the 
Parkinson School for additional pupils who satisfy the wm- 
mon entrance requirements so that if this new development 
were not still taking place, I would still at any rate be able 
to admit 750 as I did last year: but with this, I can add 
another 210 or perhaps another 250 and thereforemake up 
the 1,000. Therefore, there will be pupils from the common 
entrance examination going to the new secondary school 
in Government Hill and there will be also admissions to 
the Parkinson School from the common entranciexamina- 
tion. 

This raises a big problem and poses a set of questions 
which I know hon. members have a right to ask and which 
I will answer as frankly as I can, Nearly everybody in this 
Island expresses some concern, even although they are not 
familiar with theproblems, about the status of these schools 
which by common consent a re  called Secondary Modern 
Schools, I would like to say this, Mr. Speaker. The reason 
why Harrison College, Queen's College, the Lodge School, 
Combermere School, the Coleridge Parry School and the 
whole lot of those schools are  now by common agreement 
secondary schools of the highest essence i s  that from the 
time they began, those who were responsible for starting 
and launching them decided that certain high standards 
were to be preserved in them. 
3.40 p.m 

In other words, Harrison College is what it is today 
because the people who founded it wanted it to be in this 
way. The inference i s  this: if those who established what 
are  called Secondary Modern Schools in this island wanted 
them to approximate to standards which all agree, I my- 
self included, are  desirable, they would have started putting 
them in the direction which they o~ghr to have, Mr. Speak- 
er,  I am up against this difficultywhe~:ev~r I am discussing 
this matter of education: As soon as I I -  zlte any criticism 
of the former Government, there are  a lot c4 people who 
rush to its defence, who really do not need to rush to its 
defence because the criticisms wbich I make of them are 
political criticisms which they can enskler for themselves, 
I notice that they never answer criticisms of their cxluca- 
tional policy or  when they do answer those criticisms they 
bury their answers in a mask of eyplic:l.ism admitting, so 
to speak, that they were wrong ahollt that: but you have to 
search their language through very carefully in order to 
find their admission. It all reminds me, Sir, of the story 
of the man who was applying for an insurance policy and, 
PS is the case with these things, he had to fill out a long 
questionnaire. One of the questions which he was asked 
was this:- "How did your father die: and at what age?" 
Of course, his father had been hanged and he did not l i b  
to say so; therefore in answering that question, he said: 
"He died while participari; . ; .. r ublic: function when the 
platform gave way beneath 111, . :,.. gh cc r). 

Mr. Speaker, rha, ,. -he trouble with the Bar- 
bados Labour Party. Their edli~aiional platform has given 
way beneath them. That i s  what they say without saying 
why I gave way. When therefore they thought that the time 
had come to expand, if t h ~ t  i s  the word, secondary educr- 
tion in this island, they should have reflected that there 
was the pressure for secondary education: the demands of 
the people were so great that here was an opportunity to 
foster not only excellence of high standards, but to train 
the very sound democratic instincts of the people along 
the new lines, and therefore to make the new secondary 
schools the vehicle of a kind of education which would not 
only be another programme in excellence of the one with 

which we were familiar in the other schools, but which 
would criss-crass it  at certain points. Evenin their thtnk- 
ing they caused the people of this island to look down on 
these secondary schools because they limited them to the 
Primary schools. All the administration was on the basis 
of the Primary schools, But we are now trying to disen- 
tangle them from the Primary Schools. A s  a matter of 
fact, I have given instructions that these schools should 
not be referred to as Secondary-Modern Schools at all, but 
as secondary schools: that is what they are. 

Mr. Speaker, in a few weeks' time, I am going to the ' Princess Margaret School to attend a Prize-givingfunction 
and to declare open a new block of buildings to be used by 
pupils at that school who are to be trained for the G.C.E. 
How many people know tliat you can go to the Princess 
Margaret School today and show promise and you will be 
started on a four-year course which will end you up in 
taking the G.C.E. in subjects such as Spanish, English, 
General Science, Mathematics and History, just as you 
would do if you were a girl attendingQueen's College or if 
you were a boy attending Harrison College? This is work 
which these schools have been doing and they are  doing 
it quite well, The reason why their praises have not been 
sung is that, for the first few yearsof their existence, no- 
body took the trouble to publicise them or  to give them the 
standards to aim at which they should have had. The posi- 
tion is that any child who, in future, i s  gifted enough to 
pursue an academic course of study may do it either at the 
older established secondary schools or  at one of the new 
secondary schools where there i s  a variety of instruction 
and courses to suit all types of aptitude which students 
may show, Those who show an aptitude for the academic 
will have all the resources open to them: and those who 
are more technical and modern will also have these facili- 
ties available to them in such a way that the pupils of any 
one kind of school would have no desire to look downon 
the pupils of another kind of school, There will be techni- 
cal streams as there a re  now at Harrison College and Lodge 
School and there will be extended academic streams at the 
other s c b l s ,  Therefore it will be perfectly possible in 
the very near future for some child at schtml to be found 
in both types cf instruction in perfect equality with the 
same type of facilities which are being offered in other 
schools. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 say all of this - and it may seem that 
I have made a wide diversion - so as to let hon. members 
know that when you ask a Minister to abolish the 11 plus 
examination, the Ministry does not quite see the problem 
in that way, The Ministry sees the problem in  the way of 
something that we should keep -,under examination and under 
continual review, and I am most interested in providing a 
type of examination for the eleven plus which i s  adaptable 
and suitable to local circumstances. I think we would be on 
common ground with anybody who wants the examination 
legalised in the sense that when tl~eir childrenmeet it they 
see it as an exertion in familiarity. 
3.50 p.m. 

To abolish the exam as an exam would involve the 
search, even before the discovery was made, of an alter- 
native, and I do not know at the moment w h t  alternative 
would be better. I am not saying there is nor une; I am only 
saying I do not know it, I mentioned that the problem of 
entrance will be taken care of this year and that there -*ill 
at least be 1,000 places provided for the grammar school 
type child, and I shall myself enlist thesympathy and sup- 
port of the parents in this venture by doing all 1 can as 
rapidly as I can to raise the standards andincrease the 
facilities of these new secondary schools, which reafly i f 
words have to be used to describe them, areand will be 
comprehensive schools - schools which offer a variery of 
courses: and in time the schools which now appear to us 
to be purely academic, like Harrison College and Queen's 
College, will in time become comprehensive schools, be- 
cause they will themselves without in any way lowering 
their standards, without in any way changing their direc- 
tion, as time goes on, even as they are now doing, offer a 
variety of courses, 

There was a time, for instance, when at Queen's 6 1 -  
lege what we now call Housecraft o r  DomesticScience was 



thoqht infra dig.  Fifty or  sixty years ago the idea that a 
pupil of a secondary school should be taught how to cook 
or  home management or  anything like that was thought to 
be infra dig,  because i t  was believed that you were insin- 
uating you were fitting the girl for the work of a maid or  
servant, Not now so at all. The secondary schools, in par- 
ticular for girls, give its full measure of training in this 
subject in the best secondary schools whether here or  
abroad, because it i s  taken for granted that it i s  part of 
the complete education of a young woman that she should 
understand sometN11g about Housecraft. When you put on 
new Domestic Science blocks in a secondary school like 
Queen's College or St. Michael's, and when you establish 
commercial teaching on an expanded basis, and when in 
addition to these you teach music and the arts as  well as  
the formal academic disciplines, you have a comprehen- 
sive school, a school which for its range and scope pro- 
vides training in all the varied subjects which a pupil should 
ha re training in: so you get that trend taking place in the 
old established schools, and we are  now building up the 
academic side to the new secondary schools, There i s  
therefore no question of levelling down Harrison College 
o r  Queen's College: there i s  a question of raising up, and 
i t  is  this kvelling up process in education which the Min- 
istry and the Government a re  trying to foster. When you 
understand all this, don't you see, Mr. Speaker, that the 
problem goes beyond merely abolishing a certain form of 
exam? The very fact that these developments a re  taking 
place means that there i s  and has to be a continual re- 
assessment of all the methods of getting children into 
schools. Naturally if we could build overnight ten new 
secondary schools and wake up tomorrow morning and staff 
them and train the teachers for them, I could abolish the 
eleven plus examination in the sense in which the hon. 
member is  asking for it, because thequestionof selectivi- 
ty would not occur, I could fill the schools because I would 
have them, Since I cannot do that, however, I have to make 
sure that the children of special talent, the exceptionally 
gifted children, do not lose an opportunity; and when I talk 
about losing an opportunity, there a re  certain things that 
really make me feel very embittered about the last Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Speaker, I very seldom let my temper rise except 
when I contemplate the enormous wastage ofhumanmater- 
ial which went on in this Island under their regime, I some 
years ago had a conversation with a Mr. Jarvis who was 
on the staff of the Lodge School. Mr. Jarvis was a very 
competent teacher of mathematics, and he said to me 
there was something which was puzzling him, and I asked 
him what it was, He said that here at this s c h l ,  meaning 
the Lodge School - it might equally refer to Harrison Col- 
lege - we hold an entrance examination, We supposedly 
picked the hest people; yet whenhe had to teach them in the 
Firs t  o r  Second Form, he wondered how they got into the 
school, they were so dull: yet on the facts of it we a re  
supposed to have taken the best, Now he was not making that 
a s  an absolute condemnation of the method of selection: 
he was making it as  a general condemnation because 
obviously among the group there would be people who 
were bright and promising, Here was a teacher talking to 
somebody who was also a teachr ,  but in addition to being 
a teacher was a politician. I understood immediately what 
his problem was, but I had an insight into the problem which 
Mr. Jarvis could not command, because I happened to be 
a Barbadian and I knew what went on in this Island. 

When individual secor~dary schools had to control all 
their own entrance examinations, obviously they would set 
the normal test in English and Arithmetic, and I am not 
saying that the children would be unfairly marked, because 
the point was not so much to test the ability of uhe child 
in that conception a s  to discover what they used to call a 
type of child suitable for Queen's Collegc. Consequently 
the admission of children to this school - I am speaking 
now of six, seven or  eight years ago or  a s  recently a s  
four or  five years ago - rested more often than not on 
the interview, and i t  was the interview which made o r  
broke the child, and for the life of me, 1 cannot understand; 
Mr. Speaker, how presumably the same people with the 
same care and interest in children could ever devise such 
a cruel and inhuman method of selecting children for places 

in secondary schools a s  to embrrrws the children in r 
method of selection. Children were asked whcther they 
brought water from the pipe: if they used to s i t  down and 
u t  their food a t  home with the bowl between their legs o r  
in the half door: if they had washbasins: if they had knives 
and forks: if they are  accustomed to bathing their faces a d  
hands and changing into a new suit of clothes in the after- 
noon, and a11 sorts of questions like that. That explains why 
a lot of poor people's children who had ability - there i s  
no question at a11 about it - failed to get into the schools 
which the taxpayers were providing. 

If, Mr. Speaker, you want proof of the iniquity of that 
system, look at the common entrance results in 1962 and 
1963 and see the type of children who gained admission to 
these schools. Both in 1962 and 1963 the percentages of ad- 
missions were 85% for children from primary schools and 
the other 15% came from children in private schools or  
children who were getting transfers from one type of 
secondary grammar school to another. These a re  not only 
the children of poor people: they arechildrenof people who 
in nearly every case could not have afforded to send them 
to these schools if the schools were still fee-paid; and 
more than that - and this really answers Mr. Jarvis' ques- 
tions eight years after he asked it - they a r e  children who 
were entered for the common entrance examination and 
satisfied the examiners without any extra coaching: they 
were just put in. 
4.00 p.m. 

They are  children who a re  entering for the common 
entrance examination and satisfying the examiners without 
any extra coaching: and the hon, junior member for the 
City who i s  the Mover of this motion, and his colleague, the 
hon. senior member for the City, a re  never tired of saying 
how the resources of the Bridgetown City Council a re  
pressed to their fullest limits by therequests and demands 
for public assistance from the parents of these children 
who have been entering these secondary schools from the 
primary schools in large numbers. They say that thepar- 
ents are  so poor that they cannot supply the uniforms and F 

books and the Council i s  asked to do so. That is  a problem 
by itself and this Government has plans to deal with that. 4 

That i s  a remarkable thing - a new type of child from 
homes which could entertain only a very weak desire to 
send their children to Harrison Collegeor St. Michael's o r  
wherever it is, but they have no means of translating that 
desire into actuality. 

However, Sir, there is  no reason for us to go headlong 
and abolish the common entrance examination. Allweneed 
to do is to see that there are  places for a11 those who satis- 
fy the examiners. I wish to draw this to the attention of 
hon. members. I do not spin out educational theories. I 
have been a teacher myself and, speaking personally, I 
think I have a tremendous experience in these matters. 
But 1 honestly hate to push forward views of my own un- 
less I had it to do in the requirements of my duties. How- 
ever, I will have to see for myself what can be done to 
make the common entrance examination a better examina- 
tion before I condescend to give my blessing to abolish 
it like that, because until you can provide places for every- 
body some selection theremust be. I would like to look for- 
ward to theday when places would beavailable, or  a s  many, + 
or  nearly as  many as  wouldberequired, and that the ques- 
tion of selectivity would assume a proportionate require- 
ment. 

p. 

There is just one point more in this part of my speech. 
I am sorry that I have to detain the House on this, but these 
matters cannot be glossed over: and since I am respon- 
sible for educational matters, I would rather detain the 
House and leave a clear impression. When we come now 
to the question of the examination itself, perhaps the House 
would like to know this. The admissions to these schools 
a re  controlled by two examinations. One i s  the familiar 
screening test, as  some people call it, and I think there is 
some merit in calling i t  the screening test because a large 
number of children take the examination, and I think in the 
confusion and excitement which comes outof it, some chil- 
dren might possibly be screened. Anyhow, the screening 

L, 
test i s  just an elimination examination and it  makes the 



common entrance examinatton a bit easier than it would 
b. If there were no screening test this year, I will have 
9,000 children to sit the common entrancecxarninrtionud 
I will have to organise the examinadon for 9,000 children: 
but, obviously, all would not have the same merit and there 
is bound to be a proportionate number which has better 
chances. In order to get at that proportion, we give a 
screening test. 

W e  have found that of any number taking this prelim- 
inary examination or the screening test, about one-third 
passes it and that one-third gives you a good enough num- 
ber to select from, The screening test is a simple exam- 
ination in English and arithmetic within the pupils' range 
of experience, It is based on what they have been doing in 
school; but of course, it is the examinationof the Ministry 
of Education, and the Ministry has a sub-Committee of its 
own, presided over by the Senior Education Officer and 
this Committee is responsible for the whole arrangemnt 
of this examination and it is entirely divorced from the 
school itself, There has never been any complaint that It 
has been an unfair test and, as I have said, it is  an exam- 
ination which is based on the pupils' experience and they 
enjoy it. Naturally, some show more promise than others 
and those who show no promise are eliminated, I can give 
the House the assurance that it is nothingto scare a child, 

Part Two is a different kind of examination, and it is 
Part Two which is referred to as the common entrance 
examination. This examination is based on a standardised 
test. It is a test used in the United Kingdom upon which 
there have been very favourable reports, and the Ministry 
is using the "Moray House Test," It is a common exrtnina- 
tion in basic English and Arithmetic. The difference between 
this kind of test and similar tests which a child may have 
sat, say, five or six years ago, is that the answer to th 
questions do not depend on long and discursive treatment, 
but the quickness with which the entrants can grasp tk 
essentials and put down the answers. In other words, it is 
not set in a way which requires that you should do a sum 
and put a long lot of working: the purpose of the test is to 
find out how quickly the pupils grasp the essentials of the 
problems. It is not hard in thesensethat pupils will find ir 
difficult, but it would be hard to the pupil who would be a 
bit slower in his mental process than one who is quicker, 
4.10 p.m. 

Now, in addition to the standard in English and Arith- 
metic, there is an easy question whichis also set: there is 
a short essay which the pupil is asked to write, The essay 
is  not used for any other purpose than that of assisting in 
the assessment of the pupil in doubtful cases, In other 
words, we ask the pupils to write as essay as a try-out, 
but they are not assessed on the try-out, In cases where 
the pupil appears to beon theborder-line between selection 
and non-selection, we look at the essay to see the clarity 
of expression which is shown and that helps with these 
border-line cases. I say all that in order to let the hon, 
member see how much trouble the Ministry takes to see 
that no pupil suffers or gets an unfair break. If a border- 
line case does manifest itself, we can see what is  wrong 
and m assist a pupil and give him the benefit of the doubt. 
1 do not know of anything which is fairer than that: I would 
be prepared to ye-examine the whole concept of the common 
entrance exaanation with a view to providing anexamina- 
tion which i s  mare adaptable to local circumstances. I have 
not told my advisers this yer. L ~ t ?  !pm of the opinion that in 
addition to the ttst in Erg35 . , Arithmetic, there should 
be an intelligence test. There are children of exceptional 
promise who just cannot exprcess themselves through no 
fault of their o w ,  

There are chlldrea who cannot write well. Sir Winston 
Churchtll has told the story of the Entrance Examination 
which has always amused m. He said that at Harrow, which 
is a school like Harrison College, away back in 1885 when 
he was shown his question paper, he spent half an hour in 
trying to read it. Hg spent mother half an hour in trying to 
understand it and i t  was only at the end of an hour and a half 
that he managed to m a r k k .  l in any attempt to answer the 
first question. At the end of the firstquestion he wrote his 
name, spilled s o w  ink and then handed in his paper. Well, 

1 Sir, you could not say b I960 that he was not a parson of 
except io~l  promise, all of whichhad benmore thrn amply 
fulfilled, I am conscious of the fact t h t  because a person 
can k a late developer you should add another prop to the 

l examination of testing children in native intelligence. 

I would recommend, where children tend to show well 
in English and Arithmetic, that these children be given a 
chance where theother matter was concerned. If this matter 
were to be gone into more fully we could probably have a 

I Committee of Experts, with a University Committee assist- 
ing to examine the problem from the point of view of how 
we can make an even better examination, so as to give 
children an even better chance of being selected. I cannot 
accept the implied censure, which the hon. member wants 
to visit on this Government, by saying that incalculable 
and emotional disturbance is caused in the minds of Barba- 
dian children because of thepresent system. Somechildren 
may feel uncomfortable about this hurdle: but for me to 
admit that this harm is incalculable, I would have to be sure 
that it is so great as to warrant an immediate stopping of 
the examination, in which case 1 would have to ask the hon. 
member for further and better particulars, as thelawyers 
say, SO that I am very unhappy about accepting this implied 
censure, If 1 were to permit the hon, member to say that 
incalculable harm was caused, constitutionally I ought to 
hand in my resignation to the Hon. Premier, because I would 
be admitting that 1 am powerless to stop a state of affairs 
which is obvious to the hon, member. Not only that, but I 
would be positively encouraging it if I allowed the hon. 
member to make the implied censure on the Government. 

I reject the hon. member's contention on those grounds. 
We admit more people than ever have been admitted, We 
admit a wider range of social classes than before. That is 
the real point, You go and look at the First Forms of the 
older secondary schools and you would be amazed at what 
you now see as distinct from what used to obtain ten years 
ago. The hon, senior member for the City of Bridgetown - 
I am sorrythathe is not now in his seat - told us that a lady 
had rung him up and told him that a terrible thing had hap- 
pened and when he expected to hear that there had been 
some private misfortune or bereavement in the family and 
he was ready to extend his sympathy to her, the terrible 
thing that had happened was that her cook had managed to 
get not one, but both her daughters into Queen's College! 
If that was a disaster, I would wish that we could have that 
disaster repeated ten-fold, and every time we wuld fill in 
these schools with the children of agricultural labourers, 
cooks, planters, merchant? and everybody else, but parti- 
cularly of those who are numerous enough to need it more: 
but may God send these disasters as oftenas He will think 
of them! We are standing onq'A:e firmground in our educa- 
tion policy. 

Mr. Speaker, I think I have told the House enough to set 
the minds of hon, members at rest and to shoy them that I 
am as much concerned as the hon. junior member for the 
City of Bridgetown in this matter. I am at least just as 
aware as he i s  of the requirements and I am prepared, in 
the light of the hon, member's criticisms and in the light 
of my own findings, to provide a better eleven plus exam- 
ination The Government is pushing throwh its school- 
building programme which is  oneof the contributions which 
it is  making in order to provide a solution to this problem. 
4.20 p.m. 

While we thank the hon. member for giving us the op- 
portunity for settlng out in some detail our policy on secon- 
dary education, it is  with the utmost regret that I have to 
say that you cannot accept the hon. member's motion in its 
present form, The hon, member's motion reads as follows, 
and after I have read it, I amgoing to move an amendment 
which l hope the hon, member will accept, because accep- 
tance of my amendment will not prejudice his own case, b ut 
will on the contrary give him and me further reason for 
reflecting on this important problem. The hon. member's 
motion, Mr, Speaker, reads as follows:- 

'WHEREAS it has been found in England and Europe 
that the system of dividing children into categories at the 
early age of eleven has proved unscientific and unreliable, 



procedural arrangements being now made in England todo 
away with the Common Entrance examination in its present 
form by the end of the current year, ... ,." 

That I can accept because it has reference to exper- 
ience in the United Kingdom, and his views and mine on 
that matter a re  identical. Then it continues:- 

"AND WHEREAS incalculable, emotional disturbance 
i s  caused in the minds of Barbadian children annually sub- 
jected to this harmful and dangerous system of early se- 
lectivity, ' ' 

That i s  where we part company and I therefore cannot 
accept that, because a s  I haveoutlined, the manner in which 
the Ministry of Education conducts theseexams i s  calcula- 
ted to remove, as  far a s  we humanly can, the emotional 
damage and disturbance in the minds of the children, and we 
do that by putting it beyond the shadow of a doubt and making 
i t  known and obvious that no child is kept out because of 
Party or because of other circumstances so long as he 
shows the aptitude. 

He therefore wants the House to resolve that this ex- 
amination be abolished and a moreequitable and less rigor- 
ous method of selection for secondary education be 
introduce& 

I cannot accept that, but I am prepared to invite the 
hon. member to consider this amendment. 

"BE IT RESOLVED that the method of selection be 
further re-examined and consideration given to adopting 
the best techniques suitable to local circumstances," 

I would accept the first part of his preamble: regret- 
tably I must reject the second part of the preamble and I 
find the text of the Resolution where the House's concur- 
rence was asked to be engaged on also unacceptable, and I 
would offer for his consideration this amendment, the text 
of which I will ask through you, Mr. Speaker, the Clerk to 
let the hon. member see. I wish to thank the lion. member 
for the opportunity which he has given me both on the last 
occasion and on this occasion for expounding Government's 
and my Ministry's policy on this matter, and for setting on 
record once again the tremendous contribution which this 
Ministry and Government with the goodwill and support of 
a very wide section of the community is making towards 
the uplift of the young people of this country, (Cheers), 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understood the Hon. Minister of 
Education to have moved an amendment. Has that amend- 
ment been seconded? 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. LYNCH: Mr. Speaker, I have listened with con- 
siderable interest to the Hon. Minister of Education, and I 
would like at the very beginning to puncture the arguments 
which he adduced before I speak in detail on the several 
points which he has raised. If I may, I would quote from 
Professor Peers who has this to say of the eleven plus 
examination: 

'The eleven-plus casts i ts  shadow before it, narrowing 
restricting and distorting the curricula and teaching 
methods of the primary school, hanging like a millstone 
round the neck of the progressive primary head. 

The uninformed and anxious public wrongly judge the 
primary school by its success or  otherwise in the selection 
examination. The primary school child himself i s  subject 
to undesirable pressures from all sides and his junior 
scbool days can become a nightmare. The abolition of the 
eleven-plus would stop all this and completely liberalize 
the primary school's teaching. " 

No doubt the reputation of Professor Robert Peers 
is well known to the Hon. Minister. To continue, sir, if I 
may deal with one of the later points first, I should like to 
point out to the Hon. Minister that a change in nomenclature 
would have no effect in Barbados in making people believe 
that a secondary modern school i s  the same as  a classical 

secondary school. No one would ever make people believe 
that St, Lconard's has a parity of esteem with HIrrison 
College, or  the Parkinson Memorial with Queen'sColloge. 
We at the Bridgetown City Council have had the same 
trouble before when we attempted to make people refer to 
the place in Beckles Road a s  the Infirmary, but they con- 
tinued to call it the Almshouse. No other persuasion can 
make a Barbadian refer to a rodent exterminator otherwise 
than as  a rat catcher, Even thehon. member on my left, no 
matter what signs he puts up a s  a mortician, would still be 
referred to as  an undertaker: so i t  is not a question that a 
mere nomenclature would be enough to gain for these 
schools that parity of esteem which the Minister so earnest- 
ly desires, 

I was very pleased to learn that therewould be a great 
number of places available for children at the primary 
schools in the next examination for entrance. 

GVOERNMENT BUSINESS 

Mr. SPEAKER: The time for Private Members' 
Business having expired, the next Order of the Day under 
Government Business i s  in the name of the Hon. Leader of L. 

the House: to move the House into Committee of Supply to 
consider the grant of sums of money for the service of the 
colony. 

HON. E. W. BARROW RAISES MATTER 
OF PRIVILEGE 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, before we proceed 
with Government Business I want to rise on a ma tter of 
privilege. Your Honour is  aware that there i s  nothing which 
indicates that a member requires leave to raise a natter 
of privilege. A question of privilege supersedes any other 
business which might be engaged in. 

It has been brought to my attention that a motion was 
filed here today which I would respectfully submit i s  a 
gross breach of privilege of this House, and a matter which 
touches the prerogative of the Crown. B 

4.30 p,m. 
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I can only take i t  that Your Honour has not had the op- 
portunity on ruling on something which i s  entirely unpar- 
liamentary and which cannot bepossibly entertained by this 
House, It i s  a reflection on thevoteof this House and I am 
calling on Your Honour as  a matter of privilege to rule that 
i t  is a gross breachof privilege not only on the House itself, 
but it is  a matter which involves constitutional issues. It i s  
a reflection on the Royal Prerogative and the constitution 
which we now enjoy. 

I do not think, Sir, anydebateis necessary. I regard i t  
as  a motion which should be struckoff the Order Paper be- a' 

cause the power for thedissolutionof theHouse is a matter 
which i s  exercised by the Officer administering theGovern- 
ment of this country and it is exercised by certain conven- 
tions and not by any vote of the House, On the advice of the 
Premier alone the Officer administering the Government 
exercises the Royal Prerogative. 

In all the parliamentary annals, there i s  no precedent 
whatever for a member of a House having the effrontery to Y 

suggest to the Government or  to the Crown that the Royal 
Prerogative should be exercised. It is something which i s  
unsurpassed for insolence in British Parliamentary Prac- 
tice, and, I think Your Honour should not entertain the C 

particular motion to which I refer. I suggest that it should 
be expunged from the Order Paper, 

I am not calling for a Voteof Censure on the particular 
member under whose name it  stands, because I can only as- 
sume that his action arose from monstrous ignorance of 
parliamentary procedure o r  i t  may be that his legal ad- 
visers a re  the same people who could not draw up a simple 
complaint to put before a magisterialauthorityin this ter- 
ritory. It i s  only susceptible of explanation that the House 
should be affronted either through the monstrous ignorance 
of the hon, member o r  that he was inexpertly advised. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the Hon. and Learned Premier 
making a motion? 



Hon. E. W. BARROW: I would say that it is  a matter of 
privilege and it is  therefore a matter for Your Honour to 
rule on. If you want me to mrke a motfon, I am really not 
going so far. A s  a matter of fact, I have drawn the matter 
to Your Honour's attention so dut future members of the 
House would be in a position to see how the House dealt 
with this matter, I am certainly suggesting, however, that 
the matter should not be entertained by this House, 

Mr. WALCOTT: Speaking on a matter of privilege, Mr. 
Speaker, I just want to say that I was not in the Chamber, 
but I understand that a motion of "No Confidence" was 
handed to you. It is your prerogative to take any motion, I 
understand that the motion sought a voteof "No Confidence" 
on an issue purported to beone whichthis House of Assem- 
bly passed a Resolution on. I do not know what subversive 
methods are used to circumvent the consequential course of 
parliamentary procedure, It is true that this is  a free place 
and m find ourselves overloaded with ignorance in this 
country, so much so, that when we come to this Chamber 
we find this ignorance prevailing. 

U someone wants to move avoteof censure, he can do 
so at any time, but you must adhere to the normal proce- 
dure in allowing the Government to knowonwhat you want 
to move a vote of "No Confidence", so that somebody can 
move a substantive motion to it. The debate must have 
something in it which refers to the mamr. If it were not so, 
any day a member could wme in here and just say that he 
is  introducing a motion of "NoConfidence" inthe Govern- 
ment. You put in one last week, and if that fails and you 
bring in another this week. A r e  you going to turn this Cham- 
bcr in some burlesque or something relating to a circus in 
South America? If someone is moving amotionof a vote of 
censure, it should be on something which you are putting 
before the House. It should not be that this House has no 
confidence in the Government. Of course, that can be done 
only by some crackpot. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: If the hon. member would just 
give way, the hon. member, justlikemyself, was not in his 
place when this new innovation appeared. Appantly, the 
hon. member who moved the motion last week has been 
better advised and at the same time more legally advised 
because the motion which was put last week has been sup- 
planted by the following motion: 

'SE lT RESOLVED that this House declares that this 
Government no longer enjoys the confidenceof thecountry, 
and accordingly calls upon the Premier to advise His Ex- 
cellency the Governor to dissolve the Legislatureso that a 
General Election can be held," 

I do not see how the House can declare that this Gov- 
ernment no longer enjoys the wnfidenceof thewuntry, but 
quite apart from that - and this is  what I call downright 
presumption and effrontery - I do not see how this House 
c m  call upon the Premier to advise the Officer administer - 
ing theGovernment to dissolve the whok Legislature so that 
a General Election c m  be held, 

The only person who can dissolve the Legislature is  the 
person who is in charge of theGovernrnent and that is my- 
self, therefore, this House cannot call upon me to call upon 
His Excellency the Governor to exercise the Royal Pre- 
rogative. Of course, this is r matter which should be ex- 
cused on the grounds of ignc- . , iwe a ~ d  this House should not 
allow itself to be held up to ridicule by posterity or mem- 
bers of the present generation by entertaining anything of 
the present kind, How can this House call upon me to advise 
the Officer administering the Government to dissolve the 
LRgisIature? Sir, I just wanted to point out this to the hon, 
senior member for St. Peter who was not in his place, 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I do not feel that you 
should be embarrassed if tbcre is a move on foot to get 
Your Honour to have a motion like that debated in this 
House. If they want to bring a motion of "No Confidence", 
let them come the straight and narrow path, because I be- 
lieve that a lot of people are not going to came out of it as 
well as they expect, I am as anxious as  those who want to 
get a debate on these things: but when you get these crack- 

pots coming into theChamberwlththesethims, I must say, 
Your Honour, that ft is  no reflection on you, but some of 
these things are more fit for the wastepaper bwket than 
anything else. 
4.40 p.m. 

I am sure that Your Honour has a long Parliamentary 
experience, The last motion which was made last week you 
could only dream of having in a mock Houst: it is  only in 
such a House that youcould get anybody introducing a Reso- 
lution asking the House to condemn itsownacdons carried 
out in Parliament, 

Mr. SPEAKER: I may inform the hon. member that no 
motion was introduced: there was merely anattemptat in- 
troducing the motion but it was not successful. 

Mr. WALCOTT: That motion was fit for the wastepaper 
basket, I think that these nonsensical Resolutions which are  
handed to the Clerk should be destroyed because they have 
no meaning, I do not think that Your Honour would entertain 
anything which anybody writes whether it i s  within the pro- 
priety of this Chamber or not. How could anybody, at this 
stage of our history, propose a Resolution asking the House 
to call on the Premier to dissolve Parliament? I say that 
such a person is  in the wrong place: he i s  not fit for being 
in here. 

Mr, SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I am shocked and ashamed 
at the action taken by hon. members here this afternoon. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member also speakingon a 
matter of privilege? 

Mr. SMITH: Yes, Sir, I take it that Resolutions, Bills 
or any other kind of Documents which are to be presented 
to this House are to be handed to the Clerk of the House 
and then to thespeaker. This debate is  entirely out of order 
and you should deem it out of order and disallow it, I feel, 
Sir, that you have seen this Resolution and you have ruled 
on it by allowing it to be introduced on the floor of this 
House. I take it, therefore, to be a reflection on Your 
Honour's Ruling when hon. members can get up and chal- 
lenge Your Honour's ruling relative to a Resolutionof this 
sort whether it is  in order or not, when in truth and in fact 
Your Honour is  responsible for its being before this House. 
One hon, member has said that he does not take it as  any 
reflection on Your Honour, but I am taking it as a reflection 
on Your Honour because the Resolution could not have been 
introduced until Your Honour had okayed it and passed it. 
I feel that Your Honour has done that and I do not feel happy 
about the way in which hon. members are challenging your 
ruliw. It makes me feel, Sir, that youare a Mock Speaker 
and I hope you will rule on this matter before we get any 
further. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, t hen  are some 
hon. members of this Chamber who feel that the employees 
of this House - and some of the employees too, think that 
they are the employees of the former GovernmentParty. I 
do not care when they were taken on in their jobs; the fact 
that they happen to beemployed at a certain time and I may 
say that they could not havebeenemployed at that particu- 
lar time unless hon, members of this House agreed that 
they should be employed. The hon junior member for St. 
Joseph seems to think thathehas thespeaker's ear and tbe 
Speaker's eye as  well. I have drawnto the attention of this 
House on several occasions the fact that the employees of 
this House are in the habit of drafting Resolutions and 
Questions which they feel will embarrass the Government 
because they do not feel happy with the Government, I am 
submitting, Sir, that all they have to do in that case is to 
resign from their posts. This Government can reduce or  
remove the salary of any Officer of this House if the person 
is  not acting in the best interestsof the country as a whole 
on the constitutional privileges which this country is en- 
joying. I am not now preaching "Nkr~mahism.~ but it is  A 
great pity that we do not have any "Nkrurnahism" in this 
country because quite a lot of people who are now at liberty 
would have been in jail. I would not have Officers of this 
House to prepare Resolutions for their friends ashas h- 
pened from the 19th December, This is a piece of mis- 



chievous effrontery on the part of theofficer who prepared 
it; I do not c m  wbo i t  is. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have paid careful heed to the observa- 
tions which have been made by the threehon member who 
have spoken on this matter of privilege, I propose m con- 
sider all the points which have been raised and I will give 
my considered ruling - I hope - at the next met ing of 
this House in the light of any further research that I may 
deem it  necessary to make in the circumstances. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Onapointof order, Mr. Speaker, 
I omitted to mention this, Idefinitely deprecate the sugges- 
tion which has been made by the,hon, junior member for St. 
Joseph to the effect that anybody was reflecting on Your 
Honour's ruling. The impression which Igotwas that Your 
Honour did not give any ruling in this matter. I do not think 
that thehon, junior member for St. Joseph should be allowed 
to get away with any suggestion and trying to get Your 
Honour's support in addition to his supporters that there 
was a reflection by this side of the House on some hypo- 
thetical ruling which Your Honour has given. I want to say. 
Sir, that the only person whom the hon. member i s  deluding 
is himself. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member said that I 
said there was a reflection on your ruling. I am a layman 
and I am saying that a s  soon as  Your Honour okayed that 
Resolution, that was your ruling, Since i t  was not questioned 
by anyone, there has been a reflection on Your Honour's 
ruling. You ruled that the Resolution was inorder and that 
i t  could come before this House. I do not mind what the 
Hon. Premier says. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, since points of order 
have arisen, I too will riseonapoint of order, I am saying 
that any hon. member has the rightatany time to rise and 
speak on a motion without any reflectionwhatsoever on any 
Speaker. That i s  a right which we possess. 
4.50 p.m. 

On any question of a motion coming before the Cham- 
ber, any member can rise and query Your Honour about 
that motion coming before the House. It is not a question of 
a ruling. If i t  i s  a question of a Resolution turning up, we 
have the right to speak on it. We have had some bogus rd-  
illgls in the past by Speakers, but like the decisions from 
Judges in Courts, we have to live with them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member referring to pre- 
vious Speakers? 

Mr. WALCOTT: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I take it no hon, member would cer- 
tainly think there will be any means of canvassing myself 
either for one way or  theother, Ican only be canvassed for 
what I deem to be right, and no attempt to canvass me 
would have the slightest acceptance from whatsoever source 
i t  may come. I thought that was clearIy understood. If i t  
was not, let it be from now. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day, I mentioned 
some time before the matter of privilege was raised, i s  a 
motion in the name of the Hon. Leader of the House: to move 
the House into Committee of Supply to consider the grant of 
sums of money for the service of the Colony. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Your Honour do now leave thechair, and the House go 
into Committee of Supply. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that, 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE, 1963-64 NO. 49 

Head 8 - Communications - was called. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Chairman, this Rcsolu- 
tion seeks the approval of this House to supplement the Es- 
timates 1963-64, Part 11 by tbe sum of $3,516. 

As set out in the Addendum, a new 90 Kilowatt automa- 
tic generator plant was installed at the Airport, and this 
amount i s  required a s  a new switch-board had to be refitted 
for this new automatic generator, The amount of $3,516 is 
necessary to supplement the Estimates under Head 8 Com- 
municatbns - Item 15 - Plant and Equipment, 

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that, 

The question uns put and resotved in the a f f i m -  

tive without division. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE, 1963-64 No, 50 

Head 47 - Subsidies and G r ~ l s  - was colled, 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, under Item 5 - Eastern Caribbean Farm Institute, the sum of $2,154 i s  
required. The note points out that the cost per student place 
at the Eastern Caribbean Farm Institute has increased 
owing to the low student intake for the 1962/64 and the 
1963/65 courses. The present cost i s  $3,200 per student 
place per annum. The provision in the 1963/64 Estimates 
was based on a cost of $2,800 per student place per annum. 

Under Item 11 - University of the West Indies - an 
amount of $156,384 i s  required. The note sets out that to 
meet this Government's recurrent contribution to the Uni- 
versity of the West Indies, a sum of £100,000 or  $480,000 
was provided at Head 47 - Item 11, for the financial year 
1963-64. It has been pointed out that the total contribution' 
payable has since been established as  £132,58Oor $636,384, 
and therefore supplementary provision of thedifferenceof 
$156,384 i s  required, 

I beg to move that Head 47 - Subsidies & Grants - 
stand part. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
The question was put and resolved in the affinna- 

ti ve without di U sion. 

Head ,3 - Legislature - uns called. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, under this 
Head the first amount i s  for refreshment, and you will see 
in thenotes that an amount of $500 was voted and the amount 
of $140 is now needed, The note sets out that the amount of 
$500 proved insufficient, due to thefactthat there has been 
a greater number of meetings of thecouncilthan had been 
anticipated when the Estimates were presented. and sup- 
plementary provision of $140 i s  required tomeet expenses 
to the end of the financial year, 

The next amount, Sir, i s  for the sum of $82 under 
Travelling for Ministers. The addendum points out that in 
June last year, it became necessary to appoint an additional 
Minister without Portfolio for a s h r t  period from20th June 
to 31st July, and this appointment incurred additionalexpen- 
diture of an amount of $82 for the payment to this Minister's 
travelling allowance. This Item, Sir, in the Resolution i s  to 
provide the supplementary provision for this sum under this 
Head. 

I beg to move that Head 3 - Legislature, stand part. 

The estion was put and resolved in the affirma- I H o l ~  C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
t ive  without didsion,  and Mr. SPEAKER left h e  Chair 

and the House went into @mm t tee of Supply, Mr. 

BATSON in the Chair. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, I would beglhdif the Min- 
ister would give me a breakdown of this $82. It sounds 
slight, but I would like to know if this Minister was acting 



for r Minister who was not doing the same duty at the same 
timt; and I would like to know what bccame of the travelling 
for that Minister, I should like to know what was done for 
this $82 by this particulrr Minister, and what happened to 
the other Mnister, because if you appointed r mm to act in 
the job, it muns  thrt the holder ofthe job was not doing it 
at the same time, md the same money should go to reim- 
burse the new mm, You already haver block vote of $7,200 
for travelling expenses, and I would liketo know what tra- 
velling the Minister without Portfolio had to do, because I 
know it  would not be from his home to the job or  from the 
job back to his home; it would be travelling to places from 
the time he arrived on his job. 
5.00 p.m. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I am not answeringfor 
the Minister or the Government, but you could not believe 
that you would hear such things. The hon. junior member 
for St. Joseph is what I would regard as a classic time- 
waster in this House, He has been in the House for a long 
time and the Party to which he belongs has exalted him to 
the position of Vice-Chairman, You had better ask the 
question: what has the Chairman of Committees to do dif- 
ferent from the Speaker? The Chairman of Committees sits 
in the same House, but he gets different emoluments, When 
you hear th 2 Vice-Chairman of a Party, which once had 
power in this House, who has fallen in love with his posi- 
tion and with his voice, get upand say that he wants to know 
what travelling the Minister without Portfolio has todo and 
he is the hon, member who introduced a vote of "No Con- 
fidence" in this Assembly, you must wonder. You get this 
sort of classic behaviour. How can you describe a parlia- 
mentarian who does that in words that are really fitting? Do 
you think that this is a place for the hon, member to come 
and ask what travelling the Minister Without Portfolio has 
to do when the hon. member himself has been a party to the 
Resolution and the vote giving the Minister without Port- 
folio travelling allowance? He is today asking what travel- 
ling allowance the Minister Without Portfolio has to do. 

Sir, I rose, not to reply to the hon, member. but to 
demonstrate the ignorance which we have in this Chamber 
because his question shows complete ignorance and it shows 
where ignorance can be displayed in an Assembly like this 
when an hon. member is asking about something which he 
has done. Arithmetic is a difficult thing to teach even in a 
class-room, Because someone acts for another, it does 
not mean that the other person loses what they are entitled 
to. 

The hon. junior member for St. Joseph is asking the 
Hon. Minister a question like this because Ministers give 
the feeling that these are  the sort of Resolutions on which 
you can ask any question, This is only a classic example 
of the products which we are  getting now in the House of 
Assembly. The hon. member i s  aspiring to be a Minister. 
This would be a classic exampleof what Barbados would be 
coming to. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: It is quite true that on the dis- 
cussion of a money Resolution a certain amount of latitude 
is given to hon. members to ask questions which do not 
have anything to do with the matter under discussion, but 
this does not involve asking stupid questions, I told the hon. 
junior member for St. Joseph last week that apparently he 
likes to hear his own voice withwhichhe is in love, but he 
should not detain the House on matters because of that. 

This sum is part of the emoluments of the Ministers 
and, therefore, if one Minister 1s absent and he appoints a 
locum tenens, the Minister i s  entitled to draw his emolu- 
ments. The inclusion of travelling emoluments to the Min- 
ister Without Portfolio was accomplished by the Party to 
which the hon. junior member for St. Joseph belongs and, 
therefore, it is stupid for him to cornein here and raise the 
question when he was r party to it, 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, if the Hon. Minister does 
not want to answer the question, I cannot make him, but it 
i s  my right to ask any question inside here. I am a repre- 
sentative of the people and I have been elected to this As- 
sembly in the same way as anybody else. 

If r Resolution comes in here asking me to give ap- 
proval to the vote of $82 for travelling, 1 take it, that tra- 
velling m u n s  your getting in a mator car and your driving 
somewhere to do something, The Hon. Minister says now 
thrt it is part of the emoluments of the Minister Without 
Portfolfo, but I read here in this Resolution that i t  i s  t r r -  
velling for Ministers. It is just the same as giving travel- 
ling allowance to Civil Servants and they have to give m 
account for every mile which is travelled by them. They 
have to set out that they travel from here to yonder to do 
so-and-so, That is how I understand it. It is my right to ask 
questions, If you are  giving Ministers other moneys, that is 
your business. What it is that theMinister Without Portfolio 
had to do at that time? I am not replying to any hon. member 
yet. My time for that will come shortly. I am not out for 
my fight, I am not in a fighting mood because my voice i s  
scarcely audible. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr, Chairman, I am ready. I am 
hoarse, but I am ready. This is another example to show 
that the hon. member does not know that travelling allow- 
ance to Ministers is commuted allowance. 

All these are only examples, What fighting mood can 
the hon, member be in? The hon, member was in here as 
long as Ministerial Government was introduced and that 
was introduced on the IstJanuary, 1954, whichis ten years 
now. When travelling allowance was introduced for Minis- 
ters, there was a very long debate on this question, and 
during the debate it was stated thatitwould be an indignity 
to a Minister to come in with a statement declaring that he 
went here and went there so as to obtain travelling albw- 
ance. Every hon, member has a right to speak and every 
hon. member has a right to make a foolof himself. 

Mr. SMITH: And every member has a right to be a 
vagabond also. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Does the hon, junior member for St. 
Joseph want that for the record? 

Hon, E. W. BARROW: Up to now, people in Barbados 
vote for people who has not the slightest idea of parlia- 
mentary procedure and how the country i s  run and how 
things are discussed in here, They believe that all you have 
to do in the House of Assembly, is to get up, whether your 
voice is right or not, and shout abuse, It does not maaer 
how crooked you arc: ~n public life or what your regard to 
voting is, 
5.10 p.m. 

Right next door to the bn. member is the hon. junior 
member for St. George, He spent threemonths in the United 
States of America in studying I-lospital Administration; not 
pasteurisation or anything like that, but Hospital Adminis- 
tration, During the whole of that period the hon. member 
drew the full subsistence allowance and travelling allow - 
ance, and I will say that he was entitled to that. However, 
Sir, if the hon. junior member for St. Joseph had only ap- 
pealed to the hon. member on his right, the hon. junior 
member for St. George, he would have been put right, The 
hon, member was able to draw the full Minicterial salary 
along with travelling allowance, 

Mr. MILLER: On apointof order. Mr. Chairman, at no 
time ofmy lifedid Ispend threemonths in the United States 
of America. Idid spend some timein that country from time 
to time but, wllectively, I do notthinkit was any period of 
twelve weeks, 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: The hon, member had leave of 
absence and he drew his subsistence allowance, travelling 
allowance and hotel bills; whether he spent it all in the 
United States of America or whether he went to Chicago or  
otherwise, I do not know. I do not know if the hon. member 
spent it all in Hospital Administration, I can check the 
record and bring it back for thehon. member, I concede to 
the hon. member that it wasonly aperiod of twelve weeks: 
I was speaking in round figures. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, onapointof order. If my 
business required me to stayfor three months I would have 



to stay, but I did not say that I was in the United States of 
America for three months, Before I was a member of this 
Parliament I had to go to the United States of America and 
I went there on business, But if itwere necessary for me to 
spend four by three months in the United States of America 
in the interest of the country, I would have to spend it, 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: The hon, member i s  only dis- 
puting the length of time, My recollection i s  that the hon. 
member asked for three months' leaveof absence. He could 
tell thehon. junior member for St. Joseph that for the whole 
of that period he was entitled to and did get his salary and 
travelling allowance, A s  the hon, senior member for St. 
Peter has said, this i s  an amount of $80.00 a month for 
general travelling, Ministers have to travel all over the 
place, In Trinidad the equivalent figure is  $360 and the 
Ministers have drivers and motor cycle escorts since one 
of the Ministers met with an accident: and in Jamaica it i s  
the same thing, The hon, junior member for St. Joseph i s  
suggesting that if a Minister i s  out of the island he should 
not draw his travelling allowance: and if youwere to follow 
the hon, member to the logical conclusion, he i s  saying that 
when a Minister goes out of the island he should not draw 
his salary, That i s  pure, unadulterated nonsense, I do not 
blame the hon, senior member for St. Philip, because he 
has answered the hon. member's question. I must say that 
it i s  absolutely inconceivable for a person to spend ten 
years in here, to survive theexposureofall the debates on 
the Estimates dealing with travelling and all of that has 
floated over his head and he i s  completely innocent of any 
Parliamentary Procedure. In that case, Sir, I have to ex- 
culpate him. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, you would not believe 
that the same b n ,  member drew money from this Parlia- 
ment when he was in the United Kingdom and was not doing 
a stroke of work: and when he came back here he and his 
parliamentary colleague fell out because the latter spoke 
of table manners, (A MEMBER: Whom are  you speaking of?) 
Not the hon. junior member for St. George, but the hon, 
junior member for St. Joseph. His colleague, the then hon. 
senior member for St. Michael, did not speak to him for 
six mmths, The erstwhile senior member for St. Michael 
did not speak to the hon, member becausehe came into the 
hotel and heard this clapping "Food! Food!" This hon. 
member was having this treatment meted out tohim but he 
was still drawing his stipend from the Houseof Assembly, 
Now the hon. member wants to make somebody believe that 
somebody is goirg along with a commuted travelling allow- 
ance for somebody who i s  not a Minister, 

Mr. SEALEY: Mr. Chairman, I did not intend saying 
anything on this Resolution but I feel that hon, members 
should have read Note2or take it as  read. Note 2 says this: 

"It became necessary in June last year to appoint an 
additional Minister without Port Folio.. , , , , " 

This i s  not a Minister who is on leave or on holiday, 
but he i s  an additional Minister: and the Note goes on to 
read: 

"..... . from the 20th June, to 31st July. This appoint- 
ment incurred the additional expenditure of an amount of 
$82.00 for the payment of this Minister's travellingallow- 
ance. '* 

If hon. members had read that Note it would have pre- 
vented this House from losing time and retarding its pro- 
gress, Let us read the Note. It says this: 

"It became necessary in June last year, to appoint an 
additional Minister without Portfolio from the 2OthJuneto 
31st July, This appointment incurred theadditionalexpen- 
diture of an amount of $82for thepayment of this Minister's 
travelling allowance, Supplementary provision of the 
amount i s  accordingly required," 

If that Note had been read, i t  would have cleared up all 
of this argument and the Committees would havegot along 
with this matter, 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I do not see eyeto  eye with the 
hon, junior member for St. George. Ihavealways said that 
the hen, member was entitled to go to the United States of 
America for as  long a s  he likes. As limited as  his know- 
ledge would have been, I am quite sure that the hon. mem- 
ber would have been able to enlighten the hon. junior 
member for St. Joseph on this point, But the hon. junior 
member for St. Michael has brought out a very good point. 
The Minister without Portfolio was conducting talks with 
the Attorney General in the United Kingdom: therefore, 
there was no question of appointing a substitute: a Minister 
had to be appointed. 
5.20 p,m. 

W e  do not appoint a backbencher because a Minister 
has gone to England or  the United States, but in the Other 
Place the only person to carry onGovernmentBusiness i s  
the Minister without Portfolio: so that an additionalMinis- 
ter had to be appointed, and I must thank the hon. member 
for St. Michael for clarifying that point. I should like the 
hon, junior member for St. George to know that I was not 
attacking him on this particular issue, because I will have 
a lot to attack him on but surely he should be able to tell 
the hon. junior member for St. Joseph not to make a fool 
of himself. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, the Premier can talk a s  
much as  he likes. If I make a fool of myself, it is  of my- 
self. There are  others who make fools of themselves. I 
wanted to know the duties of this Minister without Port- 
folio, because I have never heard that you appoint two 
Ministers without Portfolio. If the Minister went away for 
two weeks, anyone else in that Council could have conducted 
the affairs of this country until he came back, The Civil 
Servants who a re  getting travelling allowance do not get it 
that way, He cannot draw travelling if he is  out of the 
Island: so if the Minister i s  out of the Island he i s  already 
provided with a maintenance allowance, hotel allowance and 
so on, and the travelling should remain here to pay his 
locum tenens.  A man that does nottraveland draws a tra- 
velling allowance i s  not honest, because he i s  drawing for 
something he has not done, 

H0n.W. A. CRAWFORD: On a point of order, the h n ,  
member, Sir, can demonstrate his absolute incapacity to 
understand what was told him, but when he i s  going so far 
a s  to accuse a Minister of dishonesty in these circum- 
stances, he certainly should be asked to withdraw the al- 
legation because it i s  confounded stupidity not to be able 
to appreciate the principle we are  trying to establish. To 
go further because he cannot understand what we a re  saying 
and say that somebody is dishonest i s  offensive, 

Mr. SMITH: On a point of order, I am not saying that 
anybody is dishonest, I asked if a man drew for travelling 
and has not travelled, what you would caII that. If I went to 
the Treasury and drew for 20 miles travelling when I have 
not done that amount, what would you call that? 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, the hon. mem- 
ber does not understand that aMinisterdoesnot draw tra- 
velling in that manner, He gets a salary and a certain fixed 
amount of money monthly for travelling a s  partof his emol- 
uments, You do not go to the Treasury and say "I have done 
ten miles going to Coffee Gully and ten miles to Blackmans, 
making 20 miles, pay me for it. '' If the hon. member would 
try to understand, therefore, what we aresaying, he would 
not make such an exhibition of himself. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, if a Minister i s  drawing 
$6,00 a month for travelling and he i s  out of the country for 
two weeks, he should only draw travelling for two weeks. 

Mr. W. A. CRAWFORD: Onapointoforder, Mr. Chair- 
man, the hon, junior member for St. George was a Minister 
for a number of years, and lwant to ask him whether during 
his absence from the country hedid notdraw the amount of 
travelling to which he was entitled. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I rise to speak and I 
should like to say that the Minister cannot ask the hon. 



junior member for St. George aquestionacross the House. 
He c m  only argue the question. 

As I said earlier, Mr. Chairman, this i s  a classic 
example in which it is difficult to explain arithmetic in a 
classroom and more difficult to do it on a public platform 
o r  even in a Legislature. You heard another example in 
which hedoes not know the meaning of the word "commute" 
because this allowance is a commuted allowance. It i s  not an 
allowance on a mileage bpsis: this i s  not for anybody carry- 
ing out a dung-basket: this i s  for a Minister whose salary 
and travelling allowance are commuted, and whenever you 
appoint a Minister that allowance takes place. We go so far 
in this Island that even when theLegislaturedies, there i s  
an Act of Parliament which states that the Ministers and 
the Speaker shall still draw their salaries and allowance: 
so if we send the Speaker now to a Parliamentary Con- 
ference, he is entitled to all the allowances that are com- 
muted. The Minister of Agriculture went to Malaysia, and 
although he was not travelling in Barbados during the period 
he still drew his commuted allowance when he came back 
here. The hon. member would have some ground if a Minis- 
ter came here and said he had travelled too much last 
month or last year, and instead of the amount being $960, 
he is asking the Legislature to Qote $1,000. Under our laws, 
it is a commuted allowance. But the hon. member for the 
sake of having a debate seems to think that his opinion is 
going to upset Parliament. He is just like the old lady who 
felt that everybody else was out of step except her son. 
Everybody in this House is wrongexceptthehon, member. 

Mr. Chairman, a travelling allowance which is a com- 
muted allowance for a Minister is partofhis emoluments, 
because he gets it irrespective of whether hetravels a day 
or a night, and this was introduced in this Chamber by the 
Party to which the hon. junior member for St. Joseph be- 
longs, and when lt was being debated, some of us in this 
Chamber felt that the Minister Without Portfolio should not 
get the same travelling allowance as the other Ministers, 
but whatever was agreed upon was agreed on the basis of 
its being commuted. What he is doing now is part of the 
image they want to create outside the Chamber: but what 
they can do on a public platform, they cannot do in here, 
because on a public platform there is noone there to reply 
and they believe that they are speaking to a gullible public, 
They want to sell to the public that they are so much run- 
ning this machine that they aremaking these rnisrepresen- 
tations to the public on every national issue, because that 
is the sort of speech the hon, member would like to make 
in Coffee Gully to create the image that a Alinister is draw- 
ing money out of the Treasuryfor traveilitywhen he is not 
doing travelling, forgetting who has travelled out of this 
country more than the Premier. Who has travelled out of 
this country more than the Ministers of the last Govern- 
ment? Some of them went to Ghana and all about. Go and 
look in the Treasury and see whether any of the Ministers 
gave up the travelling allowance to which they were en- 
titled. There were West Indian Conferences to which the 
Ministers went, and they were given travelling when they 
went to England or were abroad; and remember, a Minister 
of the Government gets a better allowance than any other 
travelling officer because heis aMinister. Why raise this 
question now when this has been going on for ten years. You 
had better say that when a member of the House leaves the 
Island his emoluments should stop; but could we agree with 
that? 
5.30 p,m. 

The hon, member must tell hs colleague to keep that 
kind of talk of a :kl.lllr:er Jraw~ng travelling a l h a n c e  
when he i s  out of the Island for the platform. That i s  trying 
to build up in the minds of people somethlng which i s  dis- 
honest. When they come in here in full blast with their 
equals and they wrne with any of this misrepresentation, 
we deal with them. That is why we have to deal with tbem, 
and the hon. member should be handed over to the Law 
Courts for this type of misrepresentation to which he has 
become so accustomed. He is so accustomed to it  that it has 

lot of things which have come out in'this debate which, I 
think, should not have reached this House at all. What have 
you read? ''It became necessary in June last year, to ap- 
point an additional Minister Without Portfolio from the 20th 
June to 31st July," 

I should like the Hon. Minister to explaln this, It is 
specifically stated how many Ministers you should have, 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, thehon. member 
has asked me a question. I do not blame the hon, member, 
because Ihad to point this out to the Secretary of State when 
they were talking about the number of Ministers. If the hon. 
junior member for St. George would read thedespatch of the 
Secretary of State for theColonies of the 15th May, 1951, he 
would see that the constitution of Barbados was that you 
should have not less than seven Ministers, Iwould ask him 
the same thing. His Government having established that this 
Government should have not less than sevenMinisters, are  
we crazy that we should call upon the House to curtail the 
number of Ministers? You will hear thehowlsof protest if 
we had said that we are whittling down because we have 
established that we should have not less thanseven Minis- 
ters. 

Mr. MILLER: The Hon. Minister has failed to answer 
the qumtion. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: The answer is that the consti- 
tution of Barbados does not say how many Ministers you 
should have, but it says that you should have not less than 
a certain number, It d a s  state the minimum which you 
should have. That is the constitution which the hon. mem- 
ber's Government has negotiated and I am not quarrelling 
with it, 

Mr, MILLER: Sir, we will have all this talk and how 
the Premier runs to the Secretary of State, how he runs to 
Mr. Maudling and all around for money. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I am not going 
to allow the hon, member to get up and cast aspersions 
against this Government, The hon, senior member for St. 
Philip and the hon, senior member for the City were pre- 
sent when I had to appeal to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. Now the hon, junior member for St. George gets 
up and say that Iwas runningdownMr. Maudling for money 
and I did not get it then, 

The Secretary of State could not tell me about money. 
We go to the London Money Marketwhenit suits us, About 
three or four months later we went to the London Money 
Market, as the hon, senior member for St, Philip and the 
hon. senior member for the City will tell you, and raised 
$6 million in 1 3/4 minutes, which is a record for a 610 -  
nial Government, I have not been back there since nor have 
I asked anybody in London for any money, It is not because 
we do not need money, but because wedo not want to incur 
any debt charges on this country, For thehon. junior mem- 
ber for St. George toget there and say that I had TO ask Mr. 
Maudling for money is pure, undulterated nonsense. 

Mr. MILLER: The procedure i s  that if youkave a Min- 
ister without Portfolio without emolumentspaid tohim, you 
should come to Parliament and ask for the money. That i s  
according to our constitution. We are now asked to pay a 
travelling allowance to the acting Minister without Port- 
folio. T& only thing whichthis ~ o k e c a n d o  i s  to refuse to 
vote for this unless the Hon. Premier can tell you the 
agreement of Parliament to this. You knowofall the emol- 
uments which you can get. We understand everything of 
what happens in England, We are told of your getting $7 
million from America in four days and that we. will have 
all of this swarming Barbados. Allof these things we were 
told, I do not want to discuss these things in Parliament. I 
do not want to waste the timeof the House, but if you start 
it, I am going to talk, 

become part and parcel m t  only of ignorance, but part a d  
parcel of wickedness. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, I was reluctant for a 
number of reasons to speak on this matter, are  a 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am listening to the hon. member. I 
do not see anywhere in this Resolution anything about sums 
of money. We are discussing the payment of Travelling 
Allowance to uhe additional Minister without Portfolio. 



@X, hlU,I,ER: No blinister can tell you that he is 
brirlgirlg a Resolution to pay somebody r Trrvelllng Allow- 
ance eight tnor~ths after he and his Cabinet has appointed the 
person. There is no reasonfor this, Iwould like to hear tlrc 
hon, senlor member for St. Peter on this. He has been 
missin& from the public platforms and i s  taking cover in 
Parliament to blow off his speeches, 

This vote for $82 should not be taken and Government 
in its right senses should not permit a vote to be taken on 
this. The House was never informed that the Premier was 
going to appoint another Minister Without Portfolio for one 
day, I have not yet seen one Resolution to pay this additional 
Minister. you know that you cannot permit this Legislature 
after all this and yori a re  talking and running to the Secre- 
tary of State, You are  asking the taxpayers of this country 
for the sum of $82, miserly as  it is, but there i s  no Reso- 
lution a b u t  your appointing an additional Minister Without 
Portfolio. You must come to Parliament to get agreement 
to appoint a new Minister, and youmust come with a Reso- 
lution to pay the new Minister and then you can come and 
tell us that you want travelling allowance. Youcannot per- 
mit the Treasury r*r pay out anything on any Cabinet de- 
cision, We have r,ot got tc, the stageof a Castro Government. 
I believe that the people's representatives should be told, 
at leass that we needed an additional Minister Without 
Portfolio and that his salary should be X and travelling 
allowance should be X. We are  told for the first time, today. 
I want to hear thehon. senior member for St. Peter on this. 
5.40 p.m. 

What are  we coming to? Listentohowthis Note reads: 
It says: 'V:  became necessary.. . . .." What became necess- 
ary? "...To appoint an additionalMinister Without Portfolio 
from the 20th June, to 31st July. This appointment incurred 
the additional expenditure of an amount of $82for the pay- 
ment of this Minister's travelling allowance. Supplementary 
provision of the amount i s  accordingly required," 

We were not told that we needed an additional Minister 
without Portfolio, I would be surprised and I would bow in 
shame and wcluld withdraw everything that I have said in 
here if the Hon. Premier could tell me that Resolution was 
debated in this House to provide for the appointment of this 
addition81 Minister without Portfolio, If that i s  not so, then 
yosl cannot vote this money, I want to hear the hon, senior 
memY>er for St. Peter on this matter. Youmay as  well blow 
and talk all you can here and now; you can talk fifty-two 
times now because the Election is arcurid the corner and 
you wi1.l not be back in here. 

Mr. CfIALRMrlN: Is the Election anything to do with 
this matter of Travelling Allowa~ce? 

Mr. MILLER: Yes, Sir. It will bring about that on the 
ground of the Election, 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I would like to tell the 
hon. member that he cannot emulate my performance on a 
platform. He will not be able to emdate that. He has only 
had to hear me to know how muchhe can appeal to the public 
and how much I can, He only has to hear me to know that, 
and that is  why he i s  asking to hear me now. I would not ask 
to hear him. With all the damage which the hon. member 
and his c o h r t s  think they aredoing toprevent people from 
getting on the platform, I say that the time i s  beginning to 
swing against them and they a re  trying to get through these 
back-door Resolutions, They can ask the people to march in 
Victory: just as you want to steal victory from something 
you know nothing about, now you want to steal kudos from 
something which you know nothing about. 

Mr. Chairman, what i s  the constitutional position in this 
country? No Premier has to say to Parliament that he 
wants an additional Minister, o r  no Premier has to come to 
Parliament for a vote in order to appoint a Minister. Did 
we vote in the first instance for the appointment of a Minis- 
ter of Education when it  was decided to have a Minister of 
Education? 

hqr. MLLER: Yes, Sir 

Mr. WALCOTT: The man was appointed asMinister of 
Education without any approval of Parliament (Mr. MIL- 
LER: You came for the money for the furniture.) The rp- 
pointrnent of r Minister does not require the approval of 
Parliament although you have to come for the money, You 
know, Sir, that some people went to Combermere School 
and they came out at theThird Form, There a re  those who 
went to a Secondary School, but how far did they go? I want 
to say, Sir, that thereis noprizeattached to buying a crest  
because you can always put it on your jacket, It is  not what 
is  on your jacket; it i s  what i s  in your head. (Laughter). You 
do not need any Resolution fromtheHousein order to ap- 
point a Minister. Under our constitution the Minister of 
Finance i s  the Premier. Tomorrow, if Iwerethe Premier, 
I would say that I want to appoint a Minister of Finance, 
because we have already been given approval for that under 
our constitution, We can have as  many Ministers as  we 
like; any Government can come in herewitheight, nine o r  
tenMinisters: there is  nothing to prevent the Government 
from doing that. 

You do not have to pass any Resolution for the purpose 
of having a Minister of Finance: the hon, junior member for 
St. George i s  getting mixed upwith this. When the Premier 
appointed a Minister and. that Minister leaves the colony, 
he had the authority to appoint another Minister, What the 
Government is doing now they could not dootherwise; they 
could not pay this money out of the Treasury; they could 
not pay out this $82.00 until they camehere for authority to 
pay it out. What they a re  required bylaw to do they a re  now 
doing, but they were not required to come to this Parliament 
in order to appoint a Minister without Portfolio. To carry 
out the removal or  the rejection of a Minister is  just like 
what obtains in the United Kingdom, There is no law for the 
appointment of a Minister: the provision for such an ap- 
pointment i s  in the constitution. 

I may say that every Minister in the United Kingdom 
i s  not a Cabinet Minister: but the hon, junior member for 
St. George i s  saying that, because a Minister was ap- 
pointed to act as  Minister without Portfolio, that is a matter 
which shuld have come before this Parliament, The hon. 
member is  like some of those who have not got any origin- 
ality, The hon, member brought in the question about the 
Election and when he speaks about the Election and about 
my talking here because he feels that I will not be coming 
back here, well, Sir, I will just laugh at that. 
5.50 p.m. 

The hon. junior member for St. George feels he can 
come back in collaboration, but outside this Chamber the 
same member not too long ago was exhorting me to come 
and join his Party because one of the culprits had gone. It 
i s  true you never said the word "culprits'', but I am saying 
that what you referred to was a culprit, because in the 
dining room you said you had got rid of Cox in the presence 
of my colleague, the hon. junior member for St. Thomas, 
and you asked me to come back in, Now you have the brass 
to say you did not say it, Those are  the sort of things you 
get, and I know that you said on another issue that you would 
not havegiven the people a cent: you would have kept all and 
invested i t  in something. Ido nothave to lie on you: but now 
you have the brass to come here and say to someone that 
he i s  making his last speech because he will not be able to 
get back in here. If you with your record, public and private, 
have the right to get up in public and think you can get a 
seat in the House of Assembly, with my record I should 
get ten. I am m angel as compared with you, privately and 
publicly. 

Mr, MILLER: On a point of order, I have always heard 
and I am persuaded to believe that the road to hell was 
paved with the best of intentions. There i s  nothing wrong in  
calling yourself an angel, but I would be very hesitant to 
say I am an angel because I am indeed very far from that, 
If the question of saying that we had better make speeches 
now because we a re  not likely to come back has prejudiced 
this affair and infuriated the temper of my friend, he i s  at 
liberty to say what he likes; but certainly when that state- 
ment was made, I did not have any feelings in mind like the 
dragon throwing the fire. You can imagine what has been 



happening in his mind when I said we would not be coming 
back. It is not a question of whether you a re  a prince or  a 
pauper, m angel or  r devil. Idarethe hon. member to say 
anything about my life, because I know nothingof Ms. I am 
free at election time to say some untruths, and at least that 
i s  permissible, and since there is nothing he can say about 
me or anything I c m  say about him, maybe he is worried 
of what wil l  happen at election, Idid not think it would have 
exploded like a bomb, It is possible that I may not be mm- 
ing back and we would both beholdinghands on the outside 
and old-talking like before, 

Mr. WALCOTT:Mr. Chairman, I never challenged the 
hon. member as to whether he i s  going to come back. The 
question of election started with him: so if election is on 
anybody's mind, it is on his mind because he is the person 
who raised it. 1 only replied to the same point he raised. 
Unfortunately for me when these gibes are made at me 
some people laugh, but when my turn comes they never 
take them the same way, 

It is not the function of Parliament under our present 
constitutional arrangements to appoint Ministers, Theap- 
pointrnent of Ministers, Mr. Chairman, is for the Premier 
himself to Jo under our present constitution, and therefore 
if he appoints a member to act as a Minister without Port- 
folio, he is acting in accordance with constitutional pro- 
priety in so doing, and coming here with a vote to pay for 
any expenses incurred in such an appointment is in order. 

Mr. MlLLEH rose. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I will only listen to matters pertain- 
ing to travelling, 

Mr. MILLER: You are asking, Mr. Chairman, for $82 
to pay travelling for an additional Minister without Port- 
folio, We must therefore assume that the time will come 
for a Resolution to pay his emoluments, There is no in- 
dication, and unless I am told that there was a Resolution 
passed some time ago in this House to pay this money, no 
matter how you look at this, it is improper, Why not bring 
a Resolution asking for a salary or for emoluments? That 
i s  what I said in the beginning. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, that was not the point 
the hon, member raised. He raised a matter of principle 
that the person should not be appointed as Minister until 
a Resolution was passed in this Iiouse approving of 
this appointment, He asked me to speak on that and I spoke 
on it. I am no constitutional lawyer, but I have been In the 
House long enough to know theconstitutionof Barbados, and 
I know that it does not require a Resolution from this House 
to appoint a Minister in this Island: but when a Minister has 
been appointed you can come at any time to pay him and 
there is no affront to the House, 

flan. E. W .  B . 4 R R O R  and .Mr. H C ' S B . l X D S  rose, 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I will hear the b n .  junior member 
for St. Peter, 

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, if I had got your at- 
tention earlier, you would have heard me say the same very 
thing that the hon, junior member for St. Gwrge finally 
did say, I do not want anyexplanationof the constitution of 
Barbados, because I do nn* 'b ' :hat is presently before 
us: but what I should like to have explained to me by the 
Hon. Premier who is Minister of Finance is that seeing that 
for the period of about forty-two days an additional Minis- 
ter without Portfolio had to be appointed and was functioning 
and as a result of that this House i s  asked to pay $82 as 
incidental travelling for that Minister, how is it that we 
have not been askedtopay any salary for that same period? 
I was expecting that we would be asked to pay not only the 
$82 incidental to his travelling, but also some remuneration 
for the work performed during the time this individual 
acted as Minister without Portfolio, and I would ask the 
Hon. Premier to make that explanation. While it is true 
that a Resolution may come sometime after now for money 
to pay the salary of this Minister, i t  looks to me rather 
unusual just to be asking for $82 to pay travelling for 42 
days without knowing what his remuneration would be or  

not bdng asked topay it, becauseunless some otherMinis- 
ter acted for the Minister without Portfolio when he hap- 
pened to be absent from the Island, - and I do not think a 
Resolution would come on those terms - I do not think we 
would then read that a Minister had to be appointed. It 
seems as if an additional Minister was appointed and was 
functioning as such, and therefore a Resolution for $82 
looks to me just a meagre amount. 1 do not know if the 
actual man worked for nothing: that alsomay be true, and 
the Premier may be able to say so, but at any rate let him 
say so. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, nowthat the hon. 
junior member for St. George has confessed that he had 
nothing on what the hon. member chooses to call his mind, 
perhaps we can get on to the real issues of this debate. The 
hon, junior member for St. Peter has stated that he also has 
something on what he chose to call his mind in the question 
of the appointment of the Minister without Portfolio. 
6.00 p.m, 

The hon. senior member for St. Peter has explained 
the constitutional position on this matter. I do not have to 
come to this House to ask theHouse for permission to have 
an additional Minister or  a particular Minister because to 
give an illustration of what can take place, some hon. mem- 
bers may not approve of aparticularMinister. As I stated, 
in a despatch from the thensecretary of State for the Colo- 
nies, in May 1951, all that was stated was that Barbados 
should have not less than seven Ministers, Note the words 
"not less than". In other words, we would be breaking the 
law if we did not have sevenMinisters, but we can have so 
many Ministers as we choose tohave. As I have said, this 
House can only be dissolved by the Officer administering 
the Government with approval of the Premier. This i s  
nothing to do with Castro of Cuba: this is the constitution 
of Barbados, If you do not like the constitution of Barbados, 
introduce a Resolution to change it. It i s  the constitution of 
Barbados and as long as it is theconstitution of Barbados, 1 
am going to exercise my prerogative. I know my constitu- 
tional position in this Island and, very often, when I should 
exercise it, ! do not exercise it. 

The hon. senigr member for St. Peter has explained 
quite rightly that the decision was adecisionof the Minis- 
ters, Ministers' salaries are fixed by law, and if they are  
fixed by law there is no one who can change that unless you 
go and alter the law. 

On page 47 of the Estimates of 1963-64, you will see 
thar the emoluments of Miniiler are fixed bylaw. You will 
find under "Legislature", on page five of the Estimates, 
Item 16, Premier, $12,000: Item 17, sixMinisters, $51,840. 
You will see that the emoluments are fixed by law. You will 
see on the next page that the total of $7,200 i s  in the column 
"to be voted", for travelling for Ministers. That amount 
has to be voted. As long as we do not exceed the total 
amount of emoluments which i s  fixed by law, I can decide 
to have, let us say, 14ministers, and cut their salaries in 
half, because this i s  a matter peculiarly within my pre- 
rogative. Dare anybody on this side of the House to tell me 
that I have too many Ministers11 know that t!e Secretary of 
State for the Colonies cannot interfere; but if I decided to 
c b p  all of the Ministers' salaries in half and pass about 
the work of them to other persons so as to please every- 
body, that is within my prerogative. Some people feel that 
you cannot say that because there are 24 members you can 
divide the salaries in 24 so that everybody will have a 
piece. All the House has tobeconcerned about i s  if the vote 
is exceeded. 

Under page six, you will see the sum of $7,200 was 
voted for travelling for Ministers: soif this was increased, 
we would have to come back to the House. That is an amount 
which i s  laid down and until we exceed that amount, there is 
no need to come back. I doubt very much that the vote for 
Ministers on page five will be exceeded, but I do not know 
how much money there is left under the vote. In June last 
year, half of that amount was not spent under Ministerial 
hospitality and there was no need to come about that. It 
may be necessary or it may not be necessary because I 
have not evamined it, though a supplementary m y  be 
necessary. At that time, we were advised that i t  was un- 



necesary. The next time hon. members on that side will 
tell you that I haveto submit thenames of Ministers before 
I appoint them. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Sir, why should all this extraneous 
matter be brought to bear on this matter? What has been 
explained lastly by the Hon. Premier is  actually the cor- 
rect thing, To change the salaries, you would have to bring 
in an Act because anything fixed by law means that it has 
been fixed by an Act of the Legislature, The Hon. Prem- 
ier is  quite right when he said that you must come for a 
matter which is not fixed by law and get it voted, On page 
five, the sum of $51,840 i s  fixed by law for the payment of 
emoluments to Ministers, It i s  not a matter for us to say 
the number of Ministers because there i s  no limit, the con- 
stitution says "not less than seven": if it were a question 
of 'hot more than", I would have taken the stand which the 
hon. junior member for St. George took, This must have 
convinced the hon, member, He knows that a matter fixed 
by law can only be changed by law: therefore, it is  not be- 
side the point: it is  the point. 
6.10 p.m. 

If you have this $51,000 here and this money i s  being 
overspent, then that will have to be stopped, W e  have not 
got to be told right now who i s  the Minister and what the 
number of Ministers is; it is  a question of voting this 
amount which is a very small amount, If this amount works 
out to what Ministers a re  paid, then I do not think we should 
make so much fuss a b u t  this matter. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, the hon. member 
should be satisfied beyond the shadowof doubt. This white- 
washed speech which was made by thehon. junior member 
for St. Peter should be put in its right perspective, The 
question about the appointment of a Minister under our 
Constitution i s  an automatic requirement in the Legisla- 
ture, insofar as  the Ministers' salaries have already been 
stipulated. What i s  not stipulated i s  the number of Ministers 
which you should have, All of this has already been given 
in our constitution. When you appoint aMinister, that i s  an 
automatic expenditure which you have incurred. ( A s i d e s )  
All you have to do is to pass a substantive motion to the 
effect that you do not want to have any more Ministers. 
Anybody can say that it is  not necessary to have an addi- 
tional Minister of Finance. Thereis noquestionof the Hon. 
member saying,..(.4SIDESA Mr. Chairman, the hon. mem- 
ber cannot address you now: he just cannot keep above a 
joke. Well, Sir, I am talking above a joke. We are  now talk- 
ing about the constitutional position. 

Tomorrow if the Hon. Premier were to say that there 
shall be a Minister of Finance, that Minister can be ap- 
pointed; and if any Minister is  appointed, wehave automa- 
tically to provide the amount of money to pay his salary, 
The hon. junior member for St. George is saying that a Re- 
solution for that purpose must follow. I must say that this 
was not the appointment of an additional Minister really; 
this was a question of a temporary appointment having been 
made, The hon, member must bear that in mind, A tem- 
porary appointment in so far as  the vote i s  concerned i s  
only a matter of the stage at which you would require a 
vote: but the hon. junior member forSt. George has raised 
the point about the constitutional position as  to appointing 
a Minister without getting the approval of the House. I say 
that that is  all nonsense because youdo not need to do that. 
You can appoint a Minister today and come for the Min- 
ister's salary next week. If there i s  an automatic position 
under our constitution that you can appoint a s  many Minis- 
ters a s  youcare to appoint, the next Minister's salary would 
be fixed by law. They did not have to vote any money when 
they appointed the Minister of Education in the last Govern- 
ment of which the hon. junior member for St. George was a 
member; they put the money in the Estimates and we could 
not say anything about it a t  all, We felt that there was the 
need for a Minister of Education independently: but they 
felt that God was at the righthand of the then Premier and 
he felt that he could be a Minister of Education and a Prem- 
ier  too. 

ister of Educatlon, When Mr. Thorne was elected here a s  a 
representative for the parish of St. Johnhewas not elected 
as  Minister of Education: he became Minister of Education 
after he hrd been elected in here. The matter was placed in 
the Estimates, and the person who was appointed came in 
here and he was congratulated on his appointment as  Min- 
ister of Education. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, thepositionisthatif you 
have seven Ministers, you appoint them; youneed money to 
pay them and you bring down a Resolution for the money 
which i s  needed by law. If you want eight Ministers, if you 
want as  many as  those, you must come down with a Resolu- 
tion to pay these Ministers. U it i s  a question of Travelling 
Allowance, if you a re  asking to add this $82.00 for the pay- 
ment of Travelling Allowance along with the Resolution for 
the payment of the Minister's salary, you can say that you 
have a vote; but when that money was put in the Estimates 
you had seven Ministers. Mr. Chairman, thepositionis now 
that they want money for the purpose of paying the eighth 
Minister and do not tell me that you have put money in the 
vote to provide for eight Ministers. 

It i s  true that you may haveeightMinisters and two of 
them may be local preachers: but I am asking why should 
they come down with a Resolution for this $82,00, as  has 
been set out here, when they arenot asking the Legislature 
to pass a Resolution to provide for this Minister's emolu- 
ments? I do not think, Sir, that you can appoint a Minister 
without having the approval of Parliament. As I say, Sir, if 
you were to require eight Ministers you must come here 
with a Resolution for the authority to pay these people: you 
must pass a Resolution in this House to provide for their 
emoluments. 
6.20 p.m. 

How can you get out of this? You can argue until the 
cows come home, or  you can argue until election begins: 
I know some of us will not be wming back here, but you 
will have to w m e  back for money to pay his salary. You 
came down in the Estimates thinking in termsof six Minis- 
ters in the House and one Minister without Portfolio, and 
now you a re  coming with an additional Minister for one 
month. On behalf of our Party wemustvote against it, and 
we would like to press this division. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, i t  i s  absolutely 
incredible. Here it was the House was accusing the hon. 
junior member for St. Joseph of massive ignorance on  
things Parliamentary. I invoked the assistance of the hon. 
junior member for St. George, and I suggested to the hon. 
member that on a limited matter he could appeal to the hon. 
junior member for St. George; but here i t  is the hon. junior 
member for St. George i s  making the same kind of exhibi- 
tion of himself that we deplored so sadly at an early stage 
of today's proceedings. He has been a Minister of Govern- 
ment, and it i s  absolutely fantastic thathedoes not under- 
stand the constitution of Barbados. The question of 
Ministers' salaries a re  fixed by law like a lot of other 
things. The hon. member says that we can wait until the 
cows come home: we will have to w m e  back here: but if he 
looks at the Appropriation Bill, he will see that you do not 
vote anything in the Estimates. What we vote here i s  an 
Appropriation Bill of supplies to the Government of the 
country, and in that Appropriation Bill you do not find a 
single Civil Servant's salary or  Ministers' salaries, be- 
cause they a re  fixed by law. 

Mr. Chairman, I have the same Head here in front of 
me in the Appropriation Act of 1963-11, Iquoted today from 
the Approved Estimates of 1963-64 whichisonpage 5 and 
on page 6, Contrast this to page 5, Items 16 and 17, Prem- 
ier and Ministers. The total amount was fixed by law. 

I do not think thechair should waiton members to call 
for order. I think i t  i s  the duty of the Chair to call for 
order. Anyhow, that is an expression of opinion and not in- 
tended a s  any reflection on the Chair. 

When they appointed a Minister of Education, did they 
pass a Resolution appointing that Minister of Education? 
Nobody said that they were appointing Mr. Thorneas Min- 

When we w m e  to the question of travelling, you will 
see that $7,200 were voted for travelling in the same way 
that Reporting $21,000 and Payment of Substitutes $1,000 
were, Payment of substitutes $1,000 under Item 23 i s  a 



classic example, and it comes right after "Reporting" 
$21,000. If you turn to the Appropriation Bill you do not 
vote Estimrtes, Estimates are presented and after theEs- 
Umates are presented a d  discussed, you thenhave an Ap- 
propriation Bill which is  brought down to the House before 
31st Mrch, and those are the appropriations in aid to run 
the country for theensuingfinancial year, Youwill find that 
the items and the salaries for the Chaplain, Clerk, Deputy 
Clerk, Librarian, Marshal, Speaker, Deputy Speaker, four- 
teen members, Leader of the Opposition, Deputy Marshal 
and all the way down the list until you come to the salaries 
of the Reporters are fixed by law. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: If hon, members are not interested in 
the debate, I think they can leave, 

Hon, E. W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, whenpeopleare 
trying to straighten things out which mernkrs do not under- 
stand, they do not listen, They do not want to learn anything. 
They were all born yesterday with the same sense, and 
every day is the beginning of creation as far as they are 
concerned, and that i s  why they never learn enough, You 
get this kind of display after seventeen years, and when 
people politely try to explain something for their edifica- 
tion and personal benefit and enlightenment, you get this 
kind of cross talk A s  you said, if they do not want to hear, 
let them go outside. 

You will see that in the Appropriation Bill, you will not 
find a single salary, Not even the salaries of members were 
passed in the Appropriation Bill, because they have already 
been fixed by separate laws of the Legislature: therefore 
if those are fixed by separate laws of the Legislature, and 
if the constitution of Barbados says that there must be not 
less than six Ministers, how can you then say we must come 
back and ask the Legislature to pass money? W e  would be 
reflecting on something that is the StatuteLaw of the land. 
I happen to know we will not come for any, and I was a bit 
surprised myself that we had to comefor travelling, but it 
was pointed out that the column this came under in the 
Estimates was not that fixed by law: but the Auditor General 
would not pay out any money unless he was satisfied. 

We have provision for amending the Standing Orders to 
appoint a Public Accounts Committee, and therefore if you 
think something is  done which should not bedone, the Pub- 
lic Accounts Committee will be there now. Your Govern- 
ment never attempted to bring in a Public Accounts &m- 
mittee where every public servant and every Head of De- 
partment would be accountable during his term of office, 
We can afford to do that: so let us hear less of this kind of 
sensational talk, this testifying and this business ofpoliti- 
cal evangelism at this late hour. The time for evangelism 
has gone and will never come again. 

Mr. MILLER: 1 would say finally, Sir, that listening 
to the remarks of the Hon. Premier, what is unusual is the 
lack of dash or  the ringof sincerityin the things that come 
from his mouth, and he i s  now calling on the member for St. 
Peter and the member for St. Joseph We are accustomed 
to his kind of fire and flash, and there is  a lack of fire fall- 
ing out of this saw dust Caesar, What is  going to be the his- 
tory of this country? 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Is this anythimto do withthe debate? 

Mr. MILLER: Caesar wss ambitious, but Brutus was 
on honourableman, The taxpayers wereexposed to the most 
lukewarm and lackadaisical talk today, and it is not like the 
Premier we know. W e  know the retreat is  on: we are not 
on rhe warpath at the moment nor even beating drums, but 
we can still talk about this money; and though there i s  no 
provision made for it, we bear all this low talk and all these 
cruel things said, and our Premier who r couple of years 
ago would walk across the floor withapiece of iron seems 
to have bst ...... 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. member addressing the 
Chalr? 

Mr. MILLER: I would notdootherwise, Mr. Chairman. 
You know af my undying and unswerving respect for the 
W r ,  and I would do nothing to hurt you 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I would like the hon. junior member 
for St. George to refrain from hurting me by sitting down. 

Mr. MILLER: No, Sir, There are too rmny people when 
you think of the 14,000 in St. John. You kndw that those in 
St, Thomas made a mistake and are anxious to rectifyi t, 
and are prevailing on us to see that the Government b rings 
about an election, 

Mr. WALCOTT: On a point of order, Mr. Chairman, if 
the hon. member with that kind of talk wants to reduce this 
debate to that level, I can enter intoit also and say that he 
can only do what he is doing to you. If I were in the Chair, 
it would not be a matter of naming him, because what the 
hon. member is  playing for, all of us can play for. If he 
comes here talking about an election coming off, he is go- 
ing to be the first to run. Hehas always been a coward - a 
born coward - and came into politics when it looked easy. 
When the struggle was going on, where washe? Now he can 
talk about somebody having gone and i s  bamboozling the 
Chair. 
6.30 p.m 

You have always been a coward and one of those 
cowards who have to look to somebody for help. You are 
telling somebody about being a coward in St. Thomas. 
Where have you been in this country evangelisingto reach 
somewhere? People have been evangelising for you. There 
are people like you without anyconscience, Youare making 
fun at the Chairman because he is a young Chairman and 
does not know how to deal with you. You are playing a game 
in here which you cannot play outside. You are holding up 
the debate in the House. You are fooling the people. That is  
what cowards do. You are nothing more than a coward. You 
talk of buses. Does that have anything to do with the vote 
which is before the House? You are taking advantage of the 
Chair. You have been reduced in the lastelection to a pulp. 
Why talk about "Man born to be a King" and all of those 
things and then do sorneof themost evil things? That is the 
sort of nonsense which you get from the b n .  member and 
then his taking advantage of the Chair. 

Mr. MILLEZZ: The hon. member is sufferingfrom his- 
torical neurosis, 
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Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am not entertaining any moreof that 
on this Resolution from the hon. member. If he continues, 
I would use my authority. 

I Mr. MILLER: W e  have heard of these cowards. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD, If thehon. member would give 1 way. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am listenrng now to the Hon. Leader 
of the House. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: I am sure the hon. member 
has allowed the heat of the debate for the entire day to be- 
cloud his better judgement, but 1 wish to say only this. On 
this question of money for the additional Minister without 
Portfolio which seems to be worrying the krri:~ ;~mnior mem- 
ber for St. Gmrge, the Hon. Premier was at pains at times 
to explain it. May be, the language which he bras used may 
be involved in legal technology. The amount tor the payment 
of Ministers is  fixed by law. Under the law, there is  no 
limit to the number of Ministers that can be appointed. W e  
appointed a Minister Without Portfolio for theholder of the 
substantive post for six weeks. In the Estimates, we have cr 
sum of $51,840 fixed by law for the payment of Ministers' 
salaries. To get the money to pay the acting Minister without 
Portfolio, it was not necessary to come back to the E%use 
at all for the simple reason that Ministers' salaries are 
fixed by law and what will happen is  that when we get the 
revised estimates, the additional amount will appear under 
that. It is  as simple as that. That is  what the Hoa Premier 
was at pains to explain. It is  themost simple way to put it. 

Mr. MILLER: You were anxious and at pains to ex- 
plain that sometime you have to come to Parliament to 
get this money to pay this Minister. W e  have also heard 
of all these cowards, You will talk of removing the por- 
trait from the wall becauseyoucannotgetat the man whom 

S ,  



you say is not animageofwhat the people represent, When 
the people put m idol before you uld anybody tries to knock 
him down, what is he? Allabut theMinister Without Port- 
folio is set out in Note 2 and I hope, Mr, Chairman, that 
you a re  following what I am saying, 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: All the time I am listening to a re- 
petition by the hon, member. 

Mr. MILLER: You must not shout to members. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am fed up listening to the same 
thing all the time, 

Mr. MILLER: You must not do that, You must not be 
fed up with any one member. Wehave heard all about these 
cowards, and you have the temerity because you cannot face 
up to the m m  to look for a lifeless photograph of him and 
tear it down from the walls, 

Mr. WALCOTT: The hon. member i s  making fun. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will both hon. members sit? 

Mr. WALCOTT: I tore him down and will tear you 
down too. Do you think you un go anywhere with your re- 
cord? & you think that youcan bring anybody else in here? 
The way how you come in here, anybody else can come in 
here too. 

The question that Head 3 stand part was put and 
resolved in the affirmative without division. 

HEAD 18 - POLICE 

Head l 8  - Police - was called. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: I beg to move that Head 18 
sund part, 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
The question was put and resolved in the a f f ina-  

t ive  without &vision. 

HEAD 29 - TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 

Head 29 - Town and Country Planning - was called. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: I beg to move that Head 29 
stand part. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Th e question was  put an'd resolved in the affimn- 

tive uithout division. 

HEAD 33 - CIVIL AVIATION 

Head 33 - Civil Aviation - was called. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: I beg to move that Head 33 
sund part. 

Hon. C. E. TAL,MA: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affinnative 
without division. 

HEAD 36 - MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
(6) INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS 

Head 36 - Minis ty  o f  Education (6) InLstrial 
Schools - was c d l e d .  

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: I beg to move that Head 36 
stand part. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in  the a f f i rm-  
tive without ditision. 

ANNEXED ESTMATES - POST OFFICE 
.Annexed Estimates - Pos t  Of@ee - war callad 

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: I beg to move that the Annexed 
Estimates - Post Office - stand part. 

Mr, MILLER: You cmnot put that, Iamhere writing to 
speak on Head 36. 

Mr, CHAIRMAN: I did not hear you 

Mr. MILLER: Every member heard me. Youcannot 
put it,, 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I rise on a 
point of order, The hon, junior member for St. George has 
indulged in so much cross taIk that nobody could have 
heard him, 

However, Sir, I beg that youdo now report progress and 
ask leave for the Committee to sit again. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. MILLER: I signified my intention to speakon Head 
36 and I will speak on it. (Loud .A sides). 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: We are  still in Committee. Willboth 
hon. members please sit? 

Mr. MILLER: I am speaking on Head 36. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Iammakinganappeal to hon. 
members. After all, what does the hon. junior member for 
St. George want recommitted? 

Mr. MILLER: Head 36. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I am going to object to i ts  recommittal. 
6.40 p.m. 

The hon. member disrespected you today and now he i s  
pleading for rights. I amnotgoingto sit here and allow any 
hon. member to do whatever he likes for the whole day: I 
will not sit here and allow any hon. member to laugh it off, 
joke it off and then call somebody a dictator. The hon. 
junior member for St. George did whatever he liked to do 
today; he talked about pullingdown something and now he i s  
asking for rights, I will say that hedoes not deserve to have 
this matter recommitted. (ASIDES) If somebody tells me 
that I cannot do what I say, well then, let somebody touch 
me. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of order. Mr. Chairman, I 
am appealing to the hon. senior member for St. Peter, I am 
going to vote with the hon. junior member for St. George 
because he did say that he wanted to speak on this matter 
and he should be allowed to speak on it. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Who heard him? 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I heard him and my c o l l e o g u ~ ~  also 
heard him, and therefore I am suggesting that thehon. 
member should be allowed to speak. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I think that the hon. member should be 
sent out of this House. If youwant to have an election, well 
then, you can have an election. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Both t b  hon. senior member for the 
City and the hon. senior member for St. Peter a re  on their 
feet. (The hon. senior member for St. Peter took his sea t )  

Mr. MOTTLEY: M. Chairman, I am suggestingtoyou 
to allow the hon. junior member for St. George to speak. 
I am suggesting that we sbuld agree to the Head being re- 
committed so as  to allow thehon. member to speak. As f a r  
a s  I am concerned, I heard him say that he wanted to speak 
on this matter and I challenge the Clerk to say that h e  did 
not hear the hon. member say that he wanted to speak. 
(ASIDES) Don't worry with me; thehon. member was stand- 
ing on his feet. Again, I amsuggesting to hon. members to 



allow thla Hard tobe recommfttuJ md allow ths hon. junior 
member for St. Gmrge to speak, 

CHAIRMAN REPORTS PROGRESS 

tbn W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that you do now report progress and ask for leave for the 
Committee to sit again, 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that, 

The question was  put and resolved in the affi nna- 

t ive  without division. 

The ( H A I R M A N  reported and .Mr. SPE4KER resumed 

the Chair and reported accordingly. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I would really 
like to appeal to the House that if this sort  of behaviour 
continues, I will have to move the adjournment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That will not be necessary because I 
will adjourn the House automatically. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORQ Hon. members a re  not child- 
ren and they a re  expected to exhibit a certain amount of 
behaviour. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of order, 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORQ Mr. Speaker .,..., 
Mr, SPEAKER: If the hon. senior member for the City 

i s  making a point of order, he will have to be allowed to 
make it, 

Mr. MOTTLEY: The hon. member has satisfied him- 
self as  to what he was saying. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: The behaviour of this House 
i s  not worthy of the behaviour which should be exhibited 
in this House. I am suggesting that hon. members should 
have some respect for themselves, There i s  a gallery here, 
people a re  looking on and what must they expect? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope that the Hon. Leader of the House 
i s  not drawing attention to the presenceof strangers in the 
House because I may have to take certain steps. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to m ~ v e  
that Standing Orders 5, 14, 16 and 18 be now suspended for 
the remainder of the sitting. If we were to go on with this 
sitting without the suspension of those Standing Orders, 
we will have to take the suspension of the sitting a t  7 
o'clock p,m. and we will have to resume a t  7.45 p,m. of 
the clock. I am therefore suggesting to hon. members that 
they should remain here and finish the business on the 
Order. I beg to move therefore that those Standing Orders 
be suspended. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. (ASIDES). 

Mr. SPEAKER: There i s  disorder in this House which 
i s  almost grave, 

The question that HIS HONOUR do now leave the 

Chair and the House resume Committee of Supply was 
put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House resumed 
Committee o f  Supply, Mr.  BATSON in the Chair. 

1 - ANNEXED ESTIMATES - POST OFF ICE 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that 1. Annexed Estimates - Post Office - stand par t  of 
the Schedule. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affimur. 

rive without division. 

RECOMMITTAL OF HEAD 36 - MINISTRY OF 
EDUCATION 

Grounds, Livestock and Transport 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, Ibegto move 
that Head 36 be re-committed. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that, 

The question was  put and resolved i n  the afpnna- 

tive without division. 

6.50 p.m. 

H eud ,% - Ministry o f  Ehcat ion ( 6  ) Industrid 

Schools - w a s  called. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that Head 36 stand part, 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that, 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, the note says it is 
necessary to increase the amounts voted for livestock and 
transport by $1,000 and $30 respectivelydueto an increase 
in the number of livestock and an increase in the costof 
feed a s  well a s  in the cost of pe t ro l  but I am wondering if 
the Minister in charge could tell m e  whether in connection 
with transport they a r e  using a lighter unit which would use 
less petrol. I remember we were considering a change of 
vehicle and he will find i t  on thefiles. I am anxious to find 
out this because I had a lot to do with this myself. I would 
like to know if he has changed the unit within the past year. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Would the hon. memSer repeat 
his question? It has not been very audible over here. 

Mr. MILLER: The note says that there is an increase 
due to increase in the number of livestock and the cost of 
feed and the price of petrol to thetune of $1,000, and I can 
remember that there was some discussion to change the 
s ize  of the unit used a t  the station and have a light-framed 
English model a s  against the heavyAmerican om. I s b u l d  
like to know if that i s  operating. 

put and resolved in the a f f imatjve  without didslon.  ( information, If h? wishes it, 1 will  give him on another 

The quesdon that Stnnrfifrg Orders 5, 11, 16 and 18 

be now suspended f i r  the reminder of the Sitting was 

. . - I occasion a s  soon a s  I can. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I am afraid, Mr. Chairman, I can- 
not answer the hone member's question a t  this mament, 
became I do not have available to me  now theappropriate 

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Smker,  I beg to move I Schools - stand part was put and resolvedin the affirma- 

that Your Honour do now leave h Chair and the House tive 

resume Committee of Supply. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
' t 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: M r. Chairman. I beg to move 
that the Resolution for $174,154 do now pass. 



Hon. G. G, FERGBSON: I beg to second that, 

T h e  q u e s t i o n  w a s  put  and r e s o l v e d  in the o f f inna t i ve  
wi thout  d i v i s i o n .  

O n  the  motion o f  H0n.W. .A. C R A V F O R D ,  s e c o n d e d  
by Hon. C.  E. Ta lma,  Mr. CH.41RM.4N repor ted  the p a s s -  

ing  i n  C o m m i t t e e  o f  Supply  o f  t w o  R e s o l u t i o n s ,  and Mr. 

SPE.4KL'R resumed  t h e  Chair  and  repor ted  acpord ing ly .  

O n  the  s e p a r a t e  m o t i o n s  o f  Hon. P. .A .  CK.4FFORI) .  

s e c o n d e d  in  e a c h  c a s e  by Hon. C .  E .  T.4L U - I ,  t h e  
R e s o l u t i o n s  w e r e  read  a first and  s e c o n d  t ime  and a g r e e d  to. 

RESOLUI'ION TO APPROVE THE MOTOR 
VEHICLES AND ROAD TRAFFIC (AMENDMENT) 

REGULATIONS 1964. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Order No. 4 be the next Order of the Day. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

T h e  q u e s t i o n  w a s  put and  r e s o l v e d  in the  a f f i rmat ive  

wi thout  d i v i s i o n .  

P 

promote tourism, m the taxi owners would like to ask the 
Government to relieve the consumption tax on hired cars. 
Taxi owners do all they c m  to facilitate tourists and give 
them the cruises which they a re  accustomed to give and, 
they should be able to change their vehicles more often. I 
am not asking for a reduction in the purchase tax for pri- 
vate owners; I am asking for a reduction in the consump- 
tion tax on hired cars. In Trinidad, you can g a  a motor 
car for about $900 cheaper than what you can get it for in 
Barbados. I am not talking of those persons with posh 
Ramblers. I am dealing strictly withhired cars. Taxi own- 
e r s  should be relieved of part of thepurchase tax. Sir, you 
will notice that when a taxi owner has finished paying for 
his car it is  not any good, and the only thing hec an do 
with it i s  to turn it in to 'a garage for about the sum of 
$200 and start paying for another car. That i s  due to the 
amount of hacking which they have to doto get a job. In St. 
Lucia, you can also get a car for about $1,000 cheaper than 
what you can get it for in Barbados. 

Sir, I am not asking for a reduction in the purchase 
tax of motor cars sold to private owners, I am asking for 
a reduction in the purchase tax to taxi owners and I hope 
the Hon. Premier would take this into consideration. 

I think it may be necessary to limit the number of 
taxi owners. I think the time has come when you should have 
a limitation in the number of taxis. As it stands now, you 

Hon. G. G. FERGuSSON: Mr. Speaker, this Resolution 
seeks the approval of theLegislaturetotheMotor Vehicles 
and Road Traffic (Amendment) Regulations, 1964. Thepur- 
pose of the Regulation, Mr. Speaker i s  to revise the rates 
for hiring motor cars a s  set out in Part 1 of the Second 
Schedule to the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Regula- 
tions, 1952, as  amended by the Motor Vehicles and Road 
Traffic (Amendment) Regulations. 1961. These rates 
relate to the hire of cabs overs specified distances and on 
an hourly basis. 

Prior to the Deep Water Harbour, Mr, Speaker, most 
of the traffic used the Baggage Warehouse as the departure 
point for tourists, and most of the rates were calculated 
from that point of departure. In view of the Deep Water 
Harbour and tourists and passengers operating out of this 
area, i t  i s  necessary to have the Deep Water Harbour in- 
cluded and have fixed rates calculated from that point of 
departure, Also with the amount of new hotels provided in 
this Island, to specify rates from the Airport or  from the 
Harbour to specific hotels would require too long a list 
and would become a nuisance in cars; therefore it i s  nec- 
essary also to wne those areas from the Airport to spe- 
cific points in the Island a s  w e l l ~ i n c l u d e  the Deep Water 
Harbour. There i s  very little change in the fares, Sir, and 
they a re  calculated on distances. This just specifies zoning 
areas instead of specified names of hotels and guesthouses. 

I beg to m v e  that this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that, 
7.00 p.m. 

Mr. SEALEY: Mr. Speaker, I am not criticising this 
Resolution at all. I think when I speak that I am voicing 
the sentiments of many taxiowners. We a re  proud that the 
Government has come to our rescue. I am sure that you 
will agree with me that within the last 15 years, the price 
of tyres, gasolene and motor cars has gone up four times 
what they used to be, and the fares which taxi owners re- 
ceive have remained the same. You will also agree with 
me that taxi owners in the Island have actually tried to do 
all they possibly could to assist the Taxi Owners Associa- 
tion. I have sat on various Boards such a s  the Transport 
Board, the Tourist Board Association, the Hotel Associa- 
tion and so on, and I can tell you that some of the taxi 
owners have actually driven their cars free of cost so a s  
to assist the tourist industry and it was agreed that we 
all should join up and get among ourselves to consider a 
reasonable figure for the various fares which we should 
charge, 

Sir, I am not criticising this Resolution at all: but 
since it i s  that Government i s  doing all it possibly can to 

get people buying a car and entering the taxi service and 
you find that the taxi owners who have been depending on 
this business for many years cannot get one decent job. 
YOU get many of them who have no where to live and ere  
sleeping in their cars. 

These Regulations were made by a few owners of re- 
cognised garages of which your humble servant happens to 
be one. I am asking that you take this matter into considera- 
tion and grant these taxi owners a relief of a part of the 
purchase tax. As I have said, the taxi owners a re  render- 
ing assistance to the tourist industry and I am asking the 
Government to come to their rescue. 

Mr. BOYILL r o s e .  

!\fr. MO TTL EY rose .  

Mr. SPEAKER: Thehon. junior member for St. Thomas 
caught my eye first. 

Mr. BOXILL: Sir, while I must commendthelast hon. 
member who spoke for what he said, there i s  one point 
which he has overlooked. If the Government were to allow 
taxi owners to purchase cars cheaper than thegeneral pub- 
lic, although it i s  a good idea, whatwe must not fail to see 
is  that there i s  thepossibility that the private owners wuld 
be also able to approach taxi owners to buy ca r s  for them 
because they would know that taxi owners would be able to 
get them much cheaper. Of course, this is  a matter for 
the Hon. Minister and the Cabinet togo into, The taxi own- 
e r  can buy a car and run it for a week o r  so and then hand 
it over to the person for whom he bought it. 

Mr. SEALEY: Mr. Speaker, I r ise on apoint of order. 
Do you think that the intellectual Government which we have 
now would allow that sort of pork-knocking to go on? Do 
you think this Government will allow a taxi owner to buy a 
motor car and then deliver it somebody else? As a matter 
of fact, you will have to be a recognised garage owner to 
be able to buy a car at this price to hire. 

Mr. BOXILL: That i s  not a point of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I had to listen to the hon. member but 
it i s  not a point of order. 

Mr. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member should 
fully realise that during the war when I was in the Navy 
which was stationed in Trinidad, a Captain in the Navy 
had the privilege of bringing in a new car  d I am telling 
you a s  a fact that he used to bring in a newc a r  very often. 
As a matter of fact, he was the first captain whom I knew 
about that nearly faced imprisonment becausehewas bring- 
ing in new cars often and then selling them after keeping 
them for a week or  so. Battoo Bros. were nmning than, 



There is nothing to stop a mm from buying a car and 
claiming that he i s  r taxi owner. As 1 have said, I commend 
the hon, senior member for St. Michael for what he has 
said, but i t  i s  a matter for the Cabinet and the Mnister in 
charge to think on the matter seriously before they under- 
take to do so, 
7.10 p.m. 

I think the hon, member referred to the trade tax first. 
I want to say that despite the fact that the price of tyres 
and gasolene has gone'up as  well as  the price of access- 
ories, the taxi drivers have still been able to keep rhe fares 
down to a minimum. The only rise inprice whlch has been 
made has been in the ordinary rates and that increase 
has been long over due. I have seen some smart "Alecs" 
who want to get to Sam Lords Castle and when the ordinary 
rate is $3.00 an hour they would ask to be taken to the 
Crane, and as  soon as they get to the Crane they discard 
the tavi driver altogether. That would mean that a man 
woulld drive a tourist from here to the Crane in half an 
hour for $1.50 when the scheduled rate from Bridgetown 
to Seawell Airport was $5.00. Under the arrangement, you 
would drive a man for an hour, and after an hour he could 
get out of tt-e car. That is  why the rates for taxis have 
been altered. 

I was saying, Sir, that the taxi drivers have done a 
wonderful job towards the promotion of tourism in spite of 
the higk cost of accessories, The first person whom a 
tourlst meets is  the taxi driver and he is also the last per- 
son that the tourist meets, From letters which have been 
rece~ved, I would say that the taxi drivers have done a 
comnendable job although sometimes some of these taxi 
drlvers try to be exploiters. However, Sir, they are  at a 
mlnimnm. The tavi drivers have kept down their fares on 
the one hand, but the hotel prices seem to be spiralling 
on the other hand. That is  only by the way. I must commend 
the Government for the expeditious way in whichthey have 
dealt with these Regulations and, as  far a s  I have gathered 
frnrn each and every taxi d r ~ ~ e r ,  they seem to be of one 
accord. They a re  very happy, 

'lr, Speaker, before I sit down, I would like to draw 
to the attention of the Hon. Minister that it would be a good 
idea to have the schedule of fares printed on two boards. 
One of these b a r d s  should be kept at the Deep Water Har- 
bour so that the passengers who arrive by boat can see 
them, and they will not be fleeced by tasi drivers. The other 
board should be erected at Seawell Airport for the benefit 
of those passengers who arrive by air, 

hlr. RIOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I am sounding a rather 
discordant note in this matter, It is not a discordant note 
because I want to be in oppostion to the matter, but I may 
say that wt~ile I agree with the Regulations which the 
Hon. Minister of Communications has brought in today, 
there are one or two things which I would like to mention. 
The first thing is that we have reached a stage in this 
country which is somewhat like the stageatwhch we were 
away back in the 1930's when people were coming from 
the United States of America with a little money, and at 
every door you would find a bus stopping and buses would 
be running on every street. Every man who had a few dol- 
lars tbught that the only means of making a living was to 
buy a lorry, turn it into a bus and get a route on which to 
run it, The then Government in power thought it best to 
save people from themseh,cs, and they carried out some 
sort of control and earmsrklng, and they set out the var- 
ious routes along which the buses might operate, While 
you cannot set out any routes where the taxi business is 
concerned, I see the necessity for a change by virtue of 
my business whereby I come into contact with people who 
have found themselves in difficulty. These people offer to 
purchase a car for $6,000 o r  $7,000: they pay down the 
only $3,000 they have raised either in one way or  in the 
other, and by the time that they have finishad paying the 
$6,000 or $7,000 the car i s  nothingbut junk or  old iron and 
they have not got any more money. 

In some instances, Sir, they mortgage their homes, 
and in other instances they may win some money, and the 
first thing they think of is going into the taxi business. 

This will not be populat when I say it, but i t  must be said, 
What I wonder i s  whether the Taxi Owners' Association 
should not get together with the Ministry of Communica- 
tions in this matter and do what was done in the United 
States of America. That i s  to say, youassess your tour- 
ism, you assess your need for hired cars in the i sland and 
I am wondering now whether i t  i s  not necessary fo r  us  to 
limit the number of taxis in this island. Nobody can say 
that I am trying to stop people from earning a living: what 
I am doing i s  trying toprotectthepeople from themselves. 

Mr. Speaker, I have passed through the days when I 
have seen men return here from the UnitedStates of Amer- 
ica. They were local people who were in possession of sub- 
stantial property and they went into the business of 
operating bus services because it seemed t o  them that 
such a business was a very flourishing business, But, Sir, 
the next thing you know was that the properties which they 
owned were soon gone and at the same time they had no 
bus which they could operate. That i s  what I am saying: 
that is where7 am trying to protect the people from them- 
selves. 
7.20 p. m. 

The same thing i s  happening today and you can save 
people from themselves. I throw this out to the Taxi Asso- 
ciation. and not only to them but to the Government, I am 
not saying that you should limit the Taxi Association only: 
that is  nonsense, I am saying that whether it i s  Dear, my 
colleague or  whoever it is, you should limit them as in 
the United States to the number of taxis which the business 
in the Island can afford. I should like the Minister to  take 
what I am saying quite seriously, because I have been 
watching this situation closely. People come to  meevery 
month to help them, but I am a real estate broker and you 
can never influence me to go into certain things. For in- 
stance, you could never influence me to go into the fishing 
business like the Hon. Minister, I know nothing of it, and 
I only go into things I know of. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think any Hon. Minister of 
this Government i s  in the fishing business, 

Mr. MOTTLEY: You could never influence me to go 
into the taxi business, but I would suggest to the Hon. 
Minister that this matter should be considered if people 
must be saved from themselves. 

What the hon. member who spoke last  said i s  correct. 
A taxi driver means a tremendous lot to thetourist busi- 
ness in this country, and like the waiters and help in h- 
tels, the time has come when not only a personhaving a 
licence to drive a motor car should be considered a taxi 
driver. We should look to countries to which the Minister 
himself would have an opportunity of going, For want of 
a better word, there should be some sort of examination: 
I do not mean a technical examination from the pointof 
view of a school examination. Can you imagine me  going 
to Puerto Rico and getting into a taxi withthe taxi driver 
not knowing how to describe the various places of interest 
to me? It is  as  interesting and beneficial to tourism, there- 
fore, to have a class for taxi drivers run by persons who 
are  fully acquainted with the historical bac~ground of the 
Island. I can think of the Minister without i'ortfolio being 
the person to give the necessary assistance by lecturing 
to taxi owners, so that when they pass Coles Cave, St. 
John's Church, the Crane o r  Sam Lord'sCastle, they would 
be able to relate tc the tourists something of their histor- 
ical background. That would make so muchfor the comfort 
and enlightenment of the tourists. I am sure, Sir, that the 
Minister who has travelled appreciates what I am saying. 
The taxi driver is  the first  man to think of in the tourist 
industry and not the hotel waiter, and he i s  also the last  
man. He goes to the Baggage Warehouse and to the Air- 
port, and takes passengers along Hastings Road, and if he 
is  trained he knows either the man i s  an Englishman or  a 
Canadian and he will be able to relatethat this country has 
never changed from British hands, that they arenow pass- 
ing through Hastings, and that the names areal l  taken from 
places in England and things of that sort, A taxi driver i s  
not a man to si t  thereand havepeople answering questions: 
he i s  to be talking to the tourists when they a re  in  his  car 
and therefore selling Barbados. 



Mr. Speaker, I am suggesting to theHon. Minister that 
m do want a school for training where taxi drivers are  
concerned, I was reading in one of the magazines adver- 
tising Barbados where people refer to certain taxi drivers 
and their politeness, We felt very proud and happy to see 
a taxi driver exhibit honesty in finding a wallet in his car 
and returning it, Things like that do good for Barbados, 
but on the other hand, I should like to hear the Minister 
on a matter of this sort, because it is  important. What 
the hon. junior member for St. Thomas has said about the 
taxi driver being the first and last man is of paramount 
importance, because he can either sell this Island or pre- 
vent people from coming back, Of course I know, as  the 
hon, member has said, that there are  some smart Alecs 
who come to this Island, but they a re  in the minority. 

I hope, Sir, that the Minister will take what I have said 
in good faith, I do not want you to say that a man must 
own a Chevrolet or a new car, because you have regulations 
where they must pass a test at Highways and Transport. 
You have two Acts, I believe, under which taxis operate. 
You can either hire directly from the livery stables or 
garage, or you can take a taxi on the street, and it i s  not 
good enough, therefore, just to be going on in this ad hoc 
way, There are  some people who find themselves with 
money and go ahead and buy a car, and few of them can 
afford to pay the comprehensive third party insurance. When 
their cars reach a certain age, they can do very little. hly 
main point, therefore, i s  that the Minister must go into 
these statistics and have a limit on a number of taxis as 
is done in New York, Puerto Rico and all big countries. If 
we do not limit the number of taxis, i t  means that people 
will be throwing money down the drain. Is it wise to allow 
this matter to go on in this way? You should go into the Act 
a s  it stands - what i s  known as  the old livery Stables Act - and find out whether there are  not cars registered which 
you can telephone and hire, or  whether youcan go on issu- 
ing licences for persons to operate taxis. 
7.30 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am appealing to hon. members who 
a re  carrying on converstations so to conduct their conver- 
sation that the Reporter would be able to hear the speaker 
and not any undertones or  overtones. I apologise to the hon. 
senior member for the City of Bridgetown, but I want to be 
assured of an accurate report. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I thank Your Honour very much. Let 
them carry on their conversation: I am speaking to the Hon. 
Minister in charge of this and, a s  a matter of fact, I do not 
think that those who a re  carrying ona conversation under- 
stand what I am saying, They a re  not capable of understand- 
ing i t  and that i s  why they a re  carrying on such conversa- 
tion, The Hon. Minister in charge would appreciate the 
stand which I am taking in this matter. 

Sir, the last point which I want to make i s  this. I am 
not a prophet: therefore, I could not anticipate what these 
Regulations would have been: but I do not agree to just put- 
ting a tariff sheet on a Notice Board at the Deep Water 
Harbour and the Airport, These Regulations, as  I have seen 
them, can be printed on a small card and, in my opinion, if 
i t  i s  good for other countries, why cannot it be good for 
Barbados? Not only should these Regulations which set up 
the prices should be stuck up on the back of the front seat 
of a taxi, but also the driver's picture. 

Mr. BOXILL: If the hon. member would give way ...... 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Why should I give way? 

Mr. BOXILL: I rise on a point of explanation, Mr. 
Speaker. 

i s  not agreeing to placing the tariff sheets on boards at the *C 

Deep Water Harbour or Seawell Airport. I can assure him, ., 
4 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Sit down. 

Mr. BOXILL: You cannot tell me to sit down. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon, junior member for St. 
Thomas complete his point of elucidation, 

hlr. BOXILL: A s  I was trying to make out - and it 
would be a good thing if some of the hon. members of this 
Chamkr would learn that they a re  notgreater than some of 
the other hon. members .,.... 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Is that a point of elucidation? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. member put his point as  
briefly as  possible. 

Mr, BOXILL: I was saying, Mr. Speaker, that1 am the 
person who talked of placing these tariff sheets on a Board 
at the Deep Water Harbour and at theseawell Airport. The 
hon, senior member for the City said hedisagreed with that. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I did not say so, I said that not only 
should you have these Regulations stuck thereon the notice 
board, but you should also have them printed and stuck at 
the back of the front seat in taxis. 

Mr. BOXILL: If the hon. member did not say so, I un- 
derstood him to have said that there should be a small 
tariff hook placed in the back. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: If the hon, member did not hear what 
I say, he should sit down. 

Mr. BOXILL: Sir, I will not be interrupted by floor 
m e m k r s  telling me what to do, What I was pointing out to 
the hon, senior member for the City i s  that there will be 
these small tariff sheets printed. That is why they have 
tried to make these things no bigger because by the time 
a tourist got through reading them, they would not see any 
part of the Island. That is  why it was reduced to this size. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: The hon. member i s  doing the work of 
the Minister of Communications, Works and Housing. Idid 
not say that I disagreed with that: Isaid that I did not agree 
with that being done alone. Evil communication corrupts 
good manners, and the hon. junior member forSt. Thomas 
was speaking with the hon. junior member for St. George 
while I was addressing thechair: therefore, he was not pay- 
ing attention to what Iwas saying. I said that I would like to 
see these tariff sheets placed on the back of the front seat 
of the cars along with the picture of the driver, and these 
tariff sheets should also beplaced inthehotels. You cannot 
expect that they should only be stuck up on a board at the 
Deep Water Harbour and at Seawell Airport where people 
would just see them and forget all about them. 

Sir, I feel the time has comewhen you have to protect 
people from themselves and place a limitationon the num- 
ber of taxi owners in the Island, whether he be the small 
man or the big man. The Hon. Minister can get the neces- 
sary statistics, If you are  going tohaveevery other person 
buying a car and calling it a taxi, it will make it difficult for 
persons to make a living in the trade. If you a re  going to let 
a person, just because he has some money to invest in a 
car go in the taxi business, you will prevent people from 
making a living, I am sure the Hon. Minister will agree 
with me that the suggestion which I make i s  worthy of con- 
sideration. 
7.40 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thehon, junior member for St. Thomas 
invited the Hon. Leader of the Opposition togive way which 
the Hon. Leader of theOppositiondoes nothave to do: but if 
the hon. junior member for St. Thomasmeansto rise on a 
point of elucidation on whichhemay rise, i t  must of course 
be a point of elucidation. 

Mr. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, the hon member has 
slightly misquoted me, notdeliberately, when he said that he 

Just a s  you a re  having a class for hotel workers in the 
tourist industry - well, Sir, a s  thehon. junior member for 
St. Thomas has said, the taxi man i s  so  important to the 
tourist industry that he i s  the first man the tourists meet 
and he i s  also the last man that the tourists meet. AS a 
matter of fact, he i s  themanwhohas to talk to the tourists 
and he must be themantodo what the hotels a re  interested 
in in this country; he must be able to sell Barbados and 
therefore he must be a very knowledgeableperson. It i s  the 



duty of the Taxi Ormers' Association to interest persons in 
the industry which we a r e  trying to improve, There must be 
people in our midst who know local history and who know 
the routes so that in a period of three months, say. with two 
lectures per week, they would be able to instruct taxi dri- 
vers on places of interest, the historical background of the 
country and the like. 

It i s  surprising how dense some taxi drivers are. 
Some of them cannot give you the historical background of 
a plantation or  of the sugar industry, I am saying, Sir, that 
a taxi driver should be able to give a tourist the origin of 
the sugar industry in Barbados, You have people who a r e  
in our midst who can lecture to the taxi people, I have had 
to work as a bell boy and 1 know how pleasant it is to be 
able to carry on a conversationin that sphere, You must be 
able to carry on aproper conversation withsomebody from 
whom you are  expecting to receive a tip, When a tasi driver 
gets to St. John's Church yard with a tourist, he must be 
able to say: "Here lies the body of Prince Paleologus" and 
so on. I have had something to do with some Canadians. I 
have taken out a Canadian toLower EstateFactory: he had 
never seen a sugar factory and he wanted to discuss the 
o r~g in  of sugar cane inBarbados. I-le wanted to discuss how 
it got to Barbados and \<hen i t  started. I say that nothing 
would be bette~ than for you to take the several taxi drivers 
in this country and have them lectr~red to so that when they 
carry penple on a tour of theIsland they will be able to give 
them some history of the place. 

The last point is this: I do not like to see tasi drivers 
driving abut people in a shabby condition A man should be 
in a long-sleeved shirt or  jacket and he should have his tie 
and cap or  whatever it is. You will realise that it i s  your 
tasi, and the more courteous you can be to your custamer, 
the better it will be for t h ~ s  Island. The points which I have 
raised here a re  necessary to be raised, The taxi drivers 
a re  as important to the to~lrist  industry as your hotel wor- 
kers: they can force people never to come back to Barbados. 
A s  the hon, junior meiuber for St. Thomas has said, and I 
repeat, the taxi drivers are  the f irst  people the tourists 
will nieet and they a re  also the last persons whom the 
tourists will meet. I say that this man should be commended 
on the action which he has taken becgl~se hs action is  a 
credit to Barbados and to the Taxi Owners, You should call 
up thls man and commend him becausehe has done a great 
thine, This man found a wallet in his car and he took it to 
the person. That is something commendable, As I say, Sir, 
these Reg~~lations are  absolutely necessary and 1 whole- 
heartedly support them: but I do say that we should select 
so~nebrdy for the pllrpose of lecturing to these tasi drivers 
so  that when they a re  taking out the tourists they can tell 
thein semething about Barbados. 

hlr. SMITH: h4r. Speaker, I shall not be very long In 
speaking because you can scarcely hear what I am saying. 
The hon. senior member for thecity has raised the question 
of limiting the numberof taxis, butsir, this i s  a very small 
country: it is very thickly populated w~th  a lot of unem- 
ployment, and I feel that by limiting the number of taxis 
you would be contributing to the unemployment which we 
have at present in this country, The hon. senior member 
for the City also mentioned that you must protect people 
from themselves. That iavery good inone way: but imagine, 
Sir, that he said that some people mortgage their places, 
they come out here from America and invest their money 
in buses and now they a r e  broke. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of order. Mr. Speaker, the 
hon. member did not hear me well, I said that things were 
not controlled when people did that sort  of thing. Then the 
Government came in and controlled things, givlw routes 
to certain people by way of concsssianr and so  on. 

Mr. SMITH: That i s  so, Mr. Speaker, but it will be 
very hard to limit the number of taxis, I know that an 
ordinary chauffeur had sold his house and bought a car; he  
then rented a house, Eventuallyhewas in the happy position 
of buying back a home. 

Mr. SEALEY: Name two l 
7.50 p.m. 

Mr. SMITH: I would not stand for the hon. member to 
be shouting at me to name two persons. Thrt is not decent 
at all and I hope you will correct him on that. He i s  break- 
ing the Rules of this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid there i s  too much of this 
carnival spirit even in this Chamber today. 

Mr. SMITH: Now, Sir, if you limit taxis you will con- 
tribute to unemployment, because there a r e  someordinary 
chauffeurs who stay with one owner and become owners 
themselves. We cannot hold ourselves responsible for that, 
but we must see that thepeopleof this country get a proper 
service, and I do not feel it would be in the best interest of 
the country to limit taxi owners. The hon. senior member 
for St. blichael asked the Government to consider giving 
off allor part of thepurchase tax for hired cars. That would 
be a very nice thing because we would be having all hired 
cars. I too would buy one as a h r e d  car, but because it i s  
licensed as hired does not compel me to put somebody into 
it. If the price of a big car i s  $7,000 for which the purchase 
tax would be in the vicinity of $700, what is to prevent me 
from saving $700 and licensing i t  for an extra $loo? If the 
Government wants to come back here, they can take the 
suggestions put to them of limiting taxis. There a re  people 
who although they may not be interested in investing in a 
motor car would still feel it i s  unfair to prevent a man from 
buying a car and licensing it as a taxi. We might a s  well 
move to Germany or  Russia under those circumstances. 
Because Trinidad has done that, it does not mean that we 
should The first time I went to Trinidad, I never drove for 
so long and so far in my life: I thought I would never get to 
where I was going. It took me longer to get from the Air- 
port to where I was going to stay than from Barbados to 
Trinidad by plane Trinidad is  a big place with a lot of 
people and with oil: so you cannot thinkof doing everything 
that is done in a big country in a small place like Barbados. 
You can save people from themselves, but do not try to 
stop them from spending their money. (A VOICE: What 
about buses?) Buses a r e  quite good because they carry 
passengers and things of that sort. 

Mr. Speaker, I am asking for protection from the hon. 
senior member for St. Michael. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I trust there i s  no threat being made 
to the hon. junior member for St. Joseph by any other hon. 
member. 

Mr. SMITH: I am crunselling the Minister to take the 
suggestions into consideration and do what he thinks best in 
this matter, but he should try not to contribute to the unem- 
ployment of this country by limiting taxis. I would never be 
in favour of that. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, I have listened 
carefully to thehon, senior member for Bridgetown, and his 
ideas seem to have been working in close conjunction with 
mine. I can well see the day soon arriving when it will be 
necessary to limit taxis in thiscountry. Wehave discussed 
this on several oc.-asions, and there will bemore than one 
method in handling it. 

A taxi driver, a s  the hon. senior member for Bridge- 
town states, i s  a very essential manin a community where 
tourism is  concerned. I have spent fifteen years watching 
tourism grow, and I can quite agree with him that a taxi 
driver i s  number one tourist guide, and I think that by 
means of having small examinations one could determine 
the amount of taxis you should have. General knowledge and 
a certain amount of the geography of Barbados a r e  what a 
tourist guide should know, because touristsarevery inter- 
tllW in talking to people a11 the time. W e  should have 
classes for these taxi drivers by which they would learn 
the shortest possible route from any one place to another, 
and be able to give a certain amount of information on the 
history of estates and how sugar i s  made, I have had a 
meeting with Mr. Paul Foster, the manager of the Tourist 
Board and other members, the Commissioner of Police, the 
Director of Highways and Transport, and the Minister with- 
out Portfolio, and we have decided that this would be very 
interesting if Barbados i s  to continue to find itself among 
essential tourist countries in the West Indies, 



I would say also, Mr. Speaker, there seems to be some 
hard feeling in this Island when people must on occasions 
try toprotect the poorest of thepoor in t h s  Island by seeing 
for them, Just whet the hon, senior member for the City 
has stated about protecting people from themselves, i s  
what I rrrote years ago about the fishing industry. If today 
you built a boat costing $5,000 in less than a year you could 
not get $2,000 for it, 
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It would not be exactly that bad off with motor cars  
because they can be sold for other uses: but today, we a re  
faced with m identical thing in our fishing industry. You 
have a vast number of boats in the industry. People have 
sold their lands, their houses and every little thing and put 
it in a boat just because they couldget a Government loan, 
and today, it i s  hard to say, buttrue, that none of them can 
pay back these loans, It i s  not because of dishonesty: it i s  
because you have overbuilt the fleet and rheamount of fish 
distributed is  just what half of the boats should bring in so 
a s  to make the industry economical. You find that there a re  
450 boats doing the work which 200 could do. As I have said, 
it i s  uneconomical for theowners of these boats to pay back 
the Government. It i s  not through dishonesry, but they a r e  
not in a position to pay back because there is just so  much 
trade and it must be divided between so many, That i s  one 
of the things which i s  really ruining the fishing industry 
and if the taxi industry continues a s  it i s  now, I will hate to 
think that I would have to tell some person that you have 
invested your money in something which cannot bring you 
any interest, Of course, it i s  hard to tell a man how to spend 
his money, but in all interestshe should be told what i s  the 
position. When people a r e  about to go in for these ventures 
and advice i s  given them, they should realise that people 
a r e  telling them something in their own interest. 

Sir, I would just like to say that all of the points sug- 
gested by the hon, senior member for the City a re  under 
consideration and I hope soon to have them put into per- 
fection. With regard to the tariff rates being printed and 
put on the backs of the front seats of taxis, there i s  no law 
for taxis to carry their tariff rates ina conspicuous place, 
and as  the hn junior member for St. Thomas has stated. 
i t  wouldbe irlconvenient to have a big long tariff sheet. As 
he explained to the hon. senior member for the City, that i s  
one of the reasons why zoiling was established rather than 
i t  being calculated on each hotel, I can assure the hon. 
member that that i s  also being lwktd into, 

The question that this Resolution do now pass was 
p t and resolved in the af,firmative tuithout division. 

THE ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this House do now adjourn until Tuesday, 18th Febru- 
ary, 1964, at 2.30 p,m. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Speaker, under Private Members' 
Business, I would like leave of the House to have Items 15 
and 16 placed as  Items 3 and 4 respectively on the Order 
Paper. 

Mr. SMITHt Mr. Speaker, I am objecting because I do 
not think it i s  fair to hon. members who have business 
under Private Members' Business and whose items come 
before those of the hon, member to have them pushed 
further back If the hon. senior member for St. Thomas 
brings those items up in front of the others, there i s  the 
possibility that time may win out and the Items standing in 
the names of other hon. members may be taken off the Or- 
der Paper. 

I am quite prepared that we should do Private Mem- 
bers' Business. We should come in here and we sbu ld  not 
do like the hon. junior member for St. Lucy who took the 
whole time today allotted to Private Members' Business for 
himself. We can come next Tuesday and get along with the 
business much faster. 

rr 
Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I r i se  on a point of 

order. I did not know that I delayed Private Members* 
-& Business. I was speaking on an important s u b j e t  and I 

hope I did justice to it. 

Mr. SMITH: I did not say that it was not important, 
While that i s  true, the hon. member took up the time, I 
hope I am not telling anyliesonhim, If it i s  so, I will with- 
draw my remarks. If we come in here next Tuesday quite 
prepared to proceed as  quickly a s  possible with our busi- 
ness, we will be able to finish off those Items in front of 
the hon. member's Items a d  get to his, As I have said, it 
would not be fair to him if his Items were in front of other 
hon, members' and they came in and wanted to push theirs 
in front of his. 

The Order Paper i s  very long under PrivateMemhrs' 
Business and we have not had theopportunityto discuss any 
of our business in recent weeks. Now that we are  being 
given the opportunity, we should do justice to the Order Pa- 
per by letting the Items stay intheorder in which they a re  
and discuss them one by one until we get to those standing 
in the name of thehon. senior member for St. Thomas. For 
those reasons, I am objecting. 

As I have said, there i s  a possibility that by giving 
leave for the hon, member to bring his Items in front of 
other members', thus giving him theopportunityto discuss 
them before other hon. members get to theirs, that time 
will run out and they will be struck off the Order Paper. 
As a matter of fact, quite a number of business under my 
name has been struck off the Order Paper because of time. 
It i s  also so  with other Items whichstood under the names 
of other hon, members, I believe that may be the reason 
why the hon. senior member for St. Thomrs i s  asking that 
those Items under his name be brought up to Nos. 3 and 4 
respectively. 

Mr. BATSON: Is the hon. member imputingdishonour- 
able motives of me? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the hon. junior member 
for St. Joseph imputed dishonourable motives oforher hon. 
members. 

Mr. SMITH: So long a s  Standing Orders a r e  such, there 
i s  the possibility of items standing under your name being 
struck off. 

Mr. BATSON: I would like the hon. member to under- 
stand that I am in a somewhat similar position to him. I 
will not impute any ulterior motives ofhim, and if he looks 
at  the Order Paper, he will see that Items 3 and 4 do not 
stand under his name: so Idonot see why he should object. 
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I cannot see why the hon. junior member for St. Joseph 
i s  objecting to my Resolutions being moved up when they 
a r e  nowhere in his province. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, if the hon. member i s  going 
to move his Resolutions to the same position as that of 
other hon. members, then he would have to move that the 
Resolutions of the other two hon. members be moved 
further down the Order Paper. That is what I am saying. 
My reason for making the objection i s  that I may not have 
the opportunity of discussing my Resolution. Iamappealing 
therefore to the hon. member to allow the position to re- 
main a s  it i s  and trust to luck that we get through our 
Resolutions by next Tuesday. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Has the hon. junior member for St. 
Joseph withdrawn his objection to leave being granted to 
the hon. senior member for St. Thomas to have his Reso- 
lutions moved up on the Order Paper? 

Mr. SMITH: No, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, then, if there i s  one objection 
to leave being granted, that i s  enough to prevent the leave 
from being granted. 




