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HHOUSE OF ASSEMBLY ,
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PRESENT

His Honour E. L. CARMICHAEL, J.P., (Deputy
Speaker) Mr. L. E. SMITH, J.P.; Mr. F. L. WALCOTT,
0.0.E.; Mr, Fo C. GODDARD:; Hon, C. E. TALMA, (Minis-
ter of Health and Community Development); Hon, J. C.
TUNOE, MLA., (Minister of Education); Mr. J. W. CORBIN;
Hon, G, . FERGUSSON, (Minister of Agriculture and
Fisheries Mr. W. R. COWARD; Mr. R. St.C, WEEKES,
JoPs Mo W R. LOWE; Mr. G. V. BATSON, (Chaimman of
(lommittees ); Hon. N. W, BOXILL, (Minister of Communi-
cations and Works); and Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS, (Minis-
of Trade and I abour),

Prayers were read,

Wr, HOLDER and Mr, YEARWOOD entered the House

and took their seats,

MINUTES

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that the Minutes of the meetings held on 2ist
December, 1965, and the 4th, 11th, 18th and £5th January,
this year have been circulated, and unless there is any
objection, they will be taken as read and confirmed,

Hearing no objection, those Mimutes are taken to be
confirmed,

Mr. HUSBANDS entered the Chamber and took his
seat,

PAPERS LAID

Hon, N, W, BOXILL: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I am com-
manded to lay the following:~

The Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic (Amendment)
Regulations, 1966,

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. J, C. TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, on behalf of
the Hon, and Learned Premier, I beg to give notice of the
following:-

A Resolution to approve the Compulsory Acquisition
by the Crown of a parcelof land situate in Surtle Street
in the City of Bridgetown together with the buildings
erected thereon,

And on my own behalf, I beg to give notice of the fol-
lowing:~

A Resolution to approve the Compulsory Acquisition
by the Crown of a parcel of land situate at St, John
Baptist, in the parish of St, James,

Hon, N. W, BOXILL: Mr, DeputySpeaker, I beg to give
notice of the following:-

A Resolution to approve **The Motor Vehicles and
Road Traffic (Amendment) Regulations, 1966,'*

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, on behalf of
the Hon, Minister of Trade and Labour, Ibeg to give notice
that Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question No, 59, asked
by the hon, junior member for St, Joseph, is ready.

Hon, N, W, BOXILL: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I beg to
give notice that Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question No,
86, asked by the hon, senior member for St, Thomas is
ready,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: Mr, Deputy Speaker, Ibeg to give
notice that Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question No, 98,
asked by the hon, senior member for St, Thomas is ready,

PRIVATE MEMBERS* NOTICES

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I begtogive
notice of the following Resolutions:-

WHEREAS the low wages paid to workers in certain
sectors of the economy of this Island make it impossible
for the said workers to enjoy a standard of living compati-
ble with the minimum needs of life;

AND WHEREAS there is urgent need for a close
examination and appraisal of the situation, and for a con-
certed effort to be made to improve the lot of the said
workers;

BE IT RESOLVED that this House request the Govern-
ment to set up a Commitiee 1o examine the wage structure
existing in the {sland as applicable to workers in all seg-
ments of the community and to recommend a minimum wage
for the said workers that would ensure the attainment by
them of the normal requirements of life ina modern society,

Also,

BE IT RESOLVED that this House urge the Government
to introduce legislation to provide for severance pay for all
categories of workers in the comm unity,

QUESTI ONS

Mr., YEARWOOD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I beg to give
notice of the following Question:-




To enquire of the appropriate Minister -

Is the Minister aware that there are two employees
of the Bridgetown City Coumcil who have not been paid their
wages for over one year?

2, If the answer to the above questionisin the affirma-
tive, will the Minister disclose onwhose instructions these
wages have been withheld?

3, Will the Minister also state what action has been

taken by the Government to safeguard the rights of em-
ployees of the Local Government Authorities and particu-
larly of employees of the Bridgetown City Council?

Hon, E, W. BARROW entered the House and took
his seat,

2.55 p.m.

LETTERS FROM HON, J, C, TUDOR re BROAD-
CASTI NG EQUIPMENT

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; I have the honour to inform
the House that I have received a letter from the Hon, Lead-
er of the House to the Honourable Speaker of the House of

Assembly dated 26th April, 1966,
It reads as follows:-
Dear Sir,

In accordance with the intimation given by the
Honourable Premier and me in the House of Assembly on
Tuesday last, I now formally request permission for the
Caribbean Broadcasting Corporation to insta:l equipment
for the purpose of recording the Debate on the Draft

Constitution,

1 have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
J. CAMERON TUDOR
Leader of the House,

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I rise first
on a question of privilege.

Your Honour might have heard or read tha: the com-
position of the Opposition Parties in this Chamber have
changed owing to the re-accession to the Barbados Labour
Party of the hon, junior member for St. Peter, former
Speaker of this House, The reasons for this re-accession
need not to be entert ained, The point is that the Opposition
Partiss now have four members each, and I want to find
out from Your Honour whether there has been any intima-
tion given by His Excellencythe Gov. nor asto the changed
complexion of the Opposition Parties, and, therefore, to
ascertain who is the rightful Opposition Leader and to
which Par:y he belongs.

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I regret that I am unable at
this stage to inform the Hon, Minister about that part, As
soon as conveniently possible, I will make enquiries
from His Honour the Speaker,

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon, J. C. TUDOR;: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I beg to move
the suspension of Standing Orders 5, 14, 16, 18, 40 and 45
for the remainder of today’'s sitting.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-

tive without division,
QUESTION TIME

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, Ibeg to move
that Question Time be now taken,

Hon, C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-

tive without division,
QUESTION NO, 59

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first is Oral Reply to
Parliamentary Question No, 59 asked by the hon, junior
member for S:, Joseph,

Hon, A, DaCl. EDWARDS: Mr, Deputy Speaker, as re-
gards hjs juestion, when the availability ol th: reply was
given about four weeks ago, the file with it was brought in:
but because the Opposition Parties indicated that they were
ot attending this meeting of the House, I did not bring in
the file, I will ask leave o get the file,

QUESTION NO, 78

Mr. DEPUTY S5PEZAKER: The next is Oral Reply to
question No, 78 asked by the hon, junior member for the
City who, I observe, is not in his place,

BiSES OPERATING

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next is Oral lecily to
Parliamentary Ques:ion N> 36 asked by the hon. senior
member for St. Thomas.

Mr, BATSON: To eaquire of the Appropriate Minister:

1, Is Government aware that there are buses
operating without any proper means for Passengers
stopping the said buses when they want to alight?

2. Will the Minister investigate the matter with
a view of bringing relief to the users of the said
buses without delay?

Hon, N, W, BOXILL: Mr, Deputy Speaker, the Reply is
as follows:-

‘‘Investigation has so far revealed tha: one bu: was
operating with a defective signalling system while others
had damaged push-buttons. These defects have now been
rectified by the companies conceried,

SEWING MACHINE, QUEEN ELIZABETH
HOSPITAL

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next is Oral Reply t>
Parlia neatary Question No, 98 asked by the hon, senior
member for St. Thomas,

Mr, BATSON: To enquire of the Appropriate Miniter:

Is Governmen: aware of the existence of a hand
sewing machine in the Centra] Sterilising Department
of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital that stitches linens and
paper bags that keep instruments after they are steri-
lised?

2. IsGovernment also aware that the said machine
has more than fulfilled its period of usefulness?

3. Will the Minister go into the matter with a view
to suzplying the said Department with a Sewing Machine
that is more in keeping withthe presentday standards?
Hon, C, E, TALMA: The Reply is as follows:-

1. Yes Gir

2, The Hospital, by memorandumdated 25th Novem -~

ber, 1965 requested that provision be made in the draft
Estimates 1966-67 for a sewing machine for the Central
Sterlizing Department, This has been approved and pro-
vision made in the Estimates accordingly.

3. Does not arise,

s
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Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER; That brings us to the end of
Question Time, with the exception of the reply to Question
No. 59 whichmay be answered at the appropriate time.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Hen, J. C. TUDOR; I beg to move that Government
Business be now taken,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-

tive without division,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order No, 1 stands in the
name of the Hon, and Learned Senior member for St, John:
To move the passing of the followng Resolution: A Reso-
lution to approve the Draft Constitution of Barbados,
March, 19686,

On that last occasion the Hon, Premier spoke, On
motion of the hon, senior member for St, Peter, seconded
by the bon, junior member for St, Lucy, further considera-
tion was postponed,

The Hon, Premier, if he so desires, may proceed,
3.05 p.m,

Hon, E, W. BARROW: Mr, Deputy Speaker, if there
are 21y other members who donot wantto be in direliction
of their duty, I willgive them anopportunity to leave while
I sort my papers out ,

Mr, Deputy Speaker, I do not intend to traverse the
ground which was covered onthe lastoccasionthat we met,
because my speech is merely a continuation of the intro-
duction which I made - slthoughitistrue that {n the course
of that introduction I did refer tothe constitutional position
of Her Majesty's loyal Opposition in Barbados,

There is a fundamental principle in the Constitutions
of Commonwealth countries which has been found very
firmly established ever since the secession of the Irish
Free State in 1922, It is true that the Irish Free State did
not become fully independent untilthe Actof 1937, Between
1937 and 1945 the Commonwealth countries were engaged
in a struggle for life and death, and the question of consti-~
tutional changes therefore had to be left in abeyance until
matters of graver importance were settled between the
Commonwealth and its foes,

In 1945 there was a resurgence of nationalism as a
result of the World War through whizh we had just passed,
and the Commonwealth countries of India and Pakistan
quickly gained their independence, There are two signifi-
cant facts of which I should like to remind Your Honour,
The first thing is that India did not get its Constitution until
1950 although it was granted Independence in 1947 and
from 1947 Pakistan continued as a full independent country
until 1956 before it got its Constitution,

We are lucky, Sir, to be able to proceed to Independ-
ence on a constitutional draft that has beenprepared within
the country itself, and not fromMount Olympus, as so many
people in the Opposition fondly wish, They regard the
United Kingdom as some benevolent despot who is prepared
to correct those who represent the people inthe Legislature
of this colony.

The modern view of the Commonwealth ever since the
Statite of Westminster in 1931 is not that we are merely
freely associated states and in no way subservient one to
the other; but more fundamentally that all these countries
follow their Constitution within the structure and the frame-
work of the country and the requirements of the coumtry
itself. In other words, it {s notlike a book of rules that you
are handed when you join a club and to which you adhere,
but there are Articles of Association which you compound
when you form your own Limited Liability Company,

At the time of the Stannte of Westminster the idea of
autochthony was uppermost in the minds of the members of
the Commonwealth who were participants inthe Westmins-
ter Conference, But from 1945 onwards, because the Im-
perial Government now had to deal with people who were
not merely offshoots of what they used to call the Mother
Country, but people who had culture, civilisations and his-
tories of their own, the idea of autochthonous communities
was emphasised,

Mr, Deputy Speaker, autochthon is a8 Greek word which
means ‘‘sprung from the land itself'’,

If the members of the Opposition were aware of the con-
stititional well springs of the Commonwealth, they would
not behave in the silly way in which they are behaving and
demonstrate their complete incompetence in an exercise
of this kind, I say that for the reason that not only has it
been accepted by Her Majesty's Government thatthe prin-
ciple of autochthony is the one by which both parties should
be guided - and by parties Ido not mean {n the domestic
sense, but in the sense of the country which {s seeking to
enter into Independence and the country that youare seek-
ing Independence from.

Members of the Opposition are behaving as if it were
some kind of Test Match in which you camnot declare your
hand, in which you cannot say who your fast bowlers will
be until they get on the wicket. Every other country has
gone up as & mere formality to dotthe ‘'I's*’ and cross the
**T’s'’ and let the BritishGovernment be aware that another
member of the Commonwealth wishes to exist as a full
and free member thereof, That is the reason for Common-
weslth Conferences: and even if you are the kind of per-
son accustomed to stretch out for a golden hand shake or
parting gift, you will go as a delegation from a country,
There will be one delegation: that is, the Barbados dele-
gation - and not the Opposition as against the Government
delegation.

I remember the words of the Chief Minister of Mont-
serrat in 1962 when he asked the Secretary of State for an
adjournment so that the delegates to the . Conference in
1962 at Marlborough House could make decisions as to how
they should face the common enemy, meaning Great Britain,
Those were eight individual territories of the Caribbesan,

Now that you sre dealing with Independence, there is
no point in going divorced from the physical presence of
the people who will read a few carefully-sifted newspaper
accounts, and get reports sent back here for the purpose of
making headlines,

3.15 p.m,

The old idea that the United Kingdom {s acting as
some kind of umpire or referee while grave constitutional
matters are fought out either at Lancaster House or Marl-
borough House is one which {s not acceptable to the most
rabid, dyed-in-the-wood Conservative member of Parlia-
ment in the United Kingdom. All that has been discarded a
a long time ago, and duringthe course of my address, Mr,
Deputy Speaker, I willcite examples suchas Bechuanaland,
Guyana and other Countries where this same kind of tom-
foolery was attempted by Opposition Parties, and to use a
metaphor, they were bowled out for nought, Butin all these
cases, I will say this: that the Leaders of Opposition Par-
ties who tried to put brakes on the wheels of progress and
who went up to the United Kingdom to argue things which
they should have debated and discussed within the con-
fines of their own cointry-in each and every case they had
the decency 1o go back home, having lostout on their points,
and the countries proceeded happily towards Independence
without their assistance or hindrance,

Inthis case, Mr, Deputy Speaker, the battle appears to be
between the members of the Opposition Parties, and how
many of them cai ge” on the band wagon of Independence
to which they were 3o bitterly opposed six months ago, I
say, Sir, that no one can have any kind of respect for peo-
ple who should be in a position to know what the constitu-
tional proprieties are, and who are so insistentthat all the
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impossible to conquer the island of Berbadoes fromoutside,
We had a traitor within the gates inthe same way we have
traitors on the other side of the House; but our coumry has
enjoyed a long history of the rule of law for the simple
reason that no bookof rules had to be handed down to the peo-
ple who settled this coumtry, The inhabitants who subse-
quently contributed towards the growth and development,
meaning the settiers, brought the law withthem, The earli-
est law we have on the Statute Book, as far as I can re-
member, is dated 1667, because we have no record of the
laws made between 1639 and 1667, You will be aware, Sir,
that the Statute of Limitations of actions, suits and pro-
ceedings {n Barbados {s a law of the United Kingdom which
the settlers brought with them; so ali the Statute Law of
the United Kingdom from the time of the Magna Charta

all the way down the line to 1627 constitute the Statute
Law of Barbados. But as from the date when our country
was founded, the Founding Fathers took {t upon themselyes
to organise themselves {n & General Assembly in M -
land without any Imperial Act of Parifament sanctioning the
procedure, All the laws we find to be autochthonous with
the foundation of this Asgemblyhave sprungfroma desire
of the people themselves to have parliamentary institutions,
and have not sprung from a desire of the Imperial Parlia-
ment to impose on the people of this island rules of conduct
which the United Kingdom Government considered that they
should adhere to. Any rules which we practise and observe
in this country are rules which we have {mposed uon our-
selves by our own freeinstitutions and Actsof this Parlia-
ment and the dint of setilers in 1627, except when the Statute
Law of the United Kingdom states that it has application to
the territory of Barbados.

Our history, if it has been turbulent, has been a tur-
bulent one only in so far as people have tried to restrict
the fundamental rights and privileges of the people of this
country, I will take two dates, one isoiated in point of time,
I will take the year 1651/1652 when the inhabitants of this
{sland, the Lord Lieutenant, the Lords in Council and the
General Assembly of the Island declared themselves free
and independent of the United Kingdom and the Common-
wealth Government that was then in power in that country,
because the inhabitants of this island considered that they
should not be called upon to pay taxes, and they should not
be called upon to observe Navigation Laws, laws which
restricted the{r freedom of trade, unless they had repre-
sentation in the United Kingdom Parliament, This was 120
years before the United States’ Declaration of Independ-
ence, and as a result, the event occurred to which I made
fleeting reference eariier where Sir Thomes Modyford at-
tempted to bring the people of Barbados imo subjection
again; but, as I described before, he was only abie to over-
come the forces of this Island hecause there was a defec~
tion within the ranks of the people in the Island who were
repealing the tax, Some 4,000 of our troops were taken over
by Sir Thomas Modyford, The remarkable thing about this
period of turbulence is that under the treaty which was
subsequently signed - and this is significant because here
Is & Colonial territory signing a treaty with the United
Kingdom Government whose settlers were exciuded from
the United Kingdom Governmernt - that the articles of cap~
ftulation which were assented to in the Assemnbly of the
Island contained virtually a Bill of Rights for the people of
Barbados setting out that there should be & free Parlia-
ment for all those persons who had taken vp arms agsainst
the Commonwealth - the Cromwellian Government {in that
day; that every one's property shouid be restored to themn;
that no one should be arrested without the due process of
law that you now find in the Bill of Rights,

If we insert inour Draft Constitution a Bill of Rights,

it is only that we are taking & known precedent after the
Magna Charta to re-enshrine in the minds and hearts of
the people of this Island and indelibiy in the minds of the
people in the United Kingdom who might regard themselves
as the sole authority on Constitutione! doctrines that we,
the people of Barbados, have had a long history where we
have had due regard to the findamental freedoms and iiber-
ties of the settlers,

The second incident of turbulence occurred as recently
as 19317,
3.25 p.m,

——

One has only got togo to the Report of the Royal Com-
mission under Lord Moyne whichwas set up by His Majes-
ty's Government to investigate the disturbance which
swept the West Indies at that time to see that again the
people of Barbados were fighting for their liberties, The
difference which we have to make is that whereas in 1651
the Islend was united and fighting against an outside ag-
gressor, in 1937, the people of Barbados were fighting
against conditions which they foumd inimical to their sur-
vival, They were fighting the progenitors in office of the
Conservative Opposition, and those are the people who or-
dered it. They were fighting against masters of Barbados
which caused the disturbances of 1937 whereby many peo-~
ple lost their lives, It was the closest thing we had to Civil
Waz, and some of those same people over on the other
side were perticipating, So, we have a period of almost
300 years between two acts of turbulence,

There is s third one whichIshallmention and that was
during the time when the Confederation Riots tookplace in
this Island in the 1870's, This was just after there had been
in Jamaica & surrender of a constitution of Jamaica and a
reversion to Crown Colony status of that country, The
United States of America had just come through a Civil
War after nearly one hundred years of existence as an
independent cowitry, The United States had long ago de-
cided, as Mr, Abraham Lincoln said, that it would be in-
tolerable that the nation should be half slave and half free
gnd after one hundred vears they fought a battle on
the battle field and won, They had to resolve the difficulties
without sohrtion of which they could not survive,

As 1 have said, in the 1870°s this country was torn
apart and there were people in this country who wanted to
{all within the dictates of the Colonial Office and take the
isiand into some kind of Federation with three or four of
the islands of the lLesser Antilles, I say ‘of the Lesser
Antilles’ because some of those islands today are Wind-
ward, Islands and some Leeward Islands,

There was bitter resistance, not so much because
they were opposed to the idea-because the more enlightened
of them were not opposed 1o the idea of having an associa~
tion withthe other territories - but they resented the very
manner in which an attempt was made to force this asso-
ciation upon them, It was alleged that Mr, John Pope-Hen-
nessy was sent down to Barbados in order to bring this
association into being, The people in Barbados resented
and resisted it, Having won that battle, whether we think
it was a good or bad thing, as a result of that we have the
first manifestation of responsible Government in Barbados
with the creation of the Executive Comnmittee Act of 1891
which iz Chapter 22 on Page 584, Volume 1 of the Acts of
Barbados,

It was the Executive Committes, together with a couple
of members of the Other Place and the Officer administer-
ing the Colony whom we had from time to time- and they
had full administrative control over the public purse of
this {siand, Later on - in this present century - and of
course we have gone on from sirngth to strength, I have
mentioned also the various ensctments whichhave brought
ug up to the present position to which we are, and that is
one of full autonomy, We have fought for and we have de-
vised and avolved our own Constitution.

The constinmional position of Barbados, Mr, Deputy
Speaker, must be carefully distinguished from the consti-
tutionsl position of the other territories like St. Lucia and
Grenada which were subject to the legislative authority of
the Queen-in-Council, as well as fromcolonies whichhave
gone on thefr own, Jamaica by an Act of the Imperial Par-
liament gave up their representative Government and legis~
lative authority before they became independent, Trinidad
never enjoyed thiz exalted position until within the last
two decsdes, Trinidad, Jemaica and Barbados - all of us
had similar constitutions in 1886; so Barbados really should
have been much more advanced than any of those two ter-
ritories although we started off more or less on an equal
status. In one case, their, Constitution was taken away, and
in the other case that territory voluntarily surrendered
its constititional rights, However, in both of these cases
the amhority was replaced by the legislative authority of
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the Queen-in-Council who had authority to enact laws on
behalf of those two territories,

The constitutional instruments of the Barbados Gov-
ernment are the Royal Instructions that the Crown has put
over. So the present day position of Barbados is this, The
authority of the Government is derived fromthree instru-~
ments, The first is fromthe Queeninthe Barbados Letters
Patent and the Barbados (Letters Patent Consolidation)
Order, 1964 and the Royal Instructions of 1964, We also
have in this Island approximately 13 statutory instruments
which set out the administration and functions of such in-
stitutions as the Public Service Commission, the Legal
Service and other Service Commissions suchas the Police
Service Commission as well as the functions and duties as
to public prosecutions, the Representation of the People
Act which is a law relating to the franchise and the rights
of the people, the Executive Committee (Vesting of Powers)
Act etc,, I have a list of thern somewhere,

3.35 p.m.

Those were the constitutional changes which were
enacted and there were constitutionsl Acts by which the
{sland was governed and which supplemented the Letters
Patent and Royal Instructions, and which also supplemented
those conventions of the Constitution whichwe specifically
from time to time have adopted by correspondence with
Her Majesty's Government, or {mpliedly assumed by the
observance of the provisions of the thirteen Acts to which,
I have referred - Executive Cormmittee (Amendment) Act,
1961, Interpretation (Amendment) Act, 1961; Public Service
Commission Act, 1981; the Judicial and Legal Service
Commission Act, 1981 .......... The Supreme Court of
Judicature (Amendrnent) Act, 1951; the Anditor General (Ap-
pointment, Conditions of Service and Dismissal) Act, of
1961; the Prommissory Oaths (Amendment) Act 1961 and
the Police Act of 1961 .,..... those were the thirteen Acts,
In 1984 some of these Acts were repealed and replaced
by other Acts and some were amended, The reason why I
have mentioned them is that in preparing the Draft Consti-
tation we have as far az possible tried to conformto the kind
of framework which we kiow, from former constitutional
conferences, the Ihited Kingdom has been prepared to
agree to as a framework for 2 Constitution.

The remarkable thing is after we went through this
exercise in 1964 of remodelling our Constitution, His Ex-
cellency the Governor in opening the Legislature said that
the wav was now cleer for Barbados' Independence, Those
words were ¢ on the 5th of May, 1964, From a careful
perusal of the  Constituticn which we have before us you
w1l see that many of the Acts such as the Service Com-
mission Act, etc, are actually repeated in the draft Con-
stitution {tseif: and we alsc have other statutes such as
the Financial Administration and Audit Act which is a
model for the whole of the Commonwealth and which the
Secretacy of State has tried from time to time to get other
rerritories of the Caribbean to accept as a model of finan-
clal rectivude. You will find this Actinthe last chapter and
vou will find severs! of the provislons repeated word for

N
WO,

The reason for thiz is thai as far as Government is
concerned we giready have inthis {sland either provisions
on the Statute Book or conventions which are adhered to
and practised at least by the Government and by the cus-
tom and usage of Parlament, There Is nothing, apart from
the chapter on citizenship, xid a3 1 said before {n the earlier
chapter on the fundamental fresdoms or the Bill of Rights,
s¢ sorne people like to cail it - we put that in not because
we want & Biil of Rights, We have had one from1652,

It would be & foolish persorn who would like to infringe
wpon or curiail any of these findamental rights which we
wow have written on our Statute Book and which the peo-
pie of Barbados have come to regard as their inalienable
sights which should not betzkeneway from them, You will
see that in the onecase it is almost unnecessary, and in
the ocher case we conld pot have t before hecause we were

w

governed by the United Kingdom Act &s far as citizenship
is concerned. I refer o the British Nationality Act of 1948,

When I see, however, what is happening in Great Bri-
tain, I must come to the conclusion that that Act has been
honoured more in the breach than in the observance, The
British Parliament has gone a long way in departing from
what that Act established by subsequent legislation and by
their attitude to the unfortimate members of our countries
who have had to emigrate to the UK, We have inserted a
provision dealing with citizenship in cur Constitution,

¥ we go through the drafr Constitution carefully
chapter by chapter and icok at the comparative table of
sources, you will see that in the Constitution itself there
is very lirtle that the people of Barbados did not have or
attain before. Tn drawing up the draft Constitition, Mr,
Deputy Speaker, we have tried to adhere to this principle
of autochthony - ‘*sprung from the land itself’* - by using
in many instances the words of the Royal Instructions and
Letters Psrent in so far as they can be accommodated
within the framework of the Constitution itself,

There are manv references of course to the Consti-
tutions of Guyana, Jamaica, and Trinidad and Tobago, The
reason why there are references to these Constitutions is
not because we have no provisions of our own, but in de-
parting fromr the actual wording of the Lerters Patent Con-
solidatior Order of 1964 or any of thethirteen or fourteen
constitutional enactments which contain the constitutional
provisions by which the Island i{s governed, in departing
from the actual wording for various reasons we have tried
to choose the hest that we ~an see in the Constitutions of
the three Corornonweslth Caribbean countries which have
most recently attained the stature of Independence, This
was & kind of insurance policy that we do not waste time
when we go to the Unired Kingdom: We have had reports
of the wording and the phrasing vsed inthe three Constitu~
tions I have mentioned, and which we know that the Imperial
Government has already accepted,

3.45 p.m,

There could be nothing onuoxicus, therfore, about the
phraseoclogy if we zdopt something which has already been
accepted, Iwant to make it abundantly clear that wherever
you see in the Tableof Sources a reference to the Trinidad
and Tobage Constitution, refevence to the Jamaica Consti-
nttion or reference to the Guyana Constitution, except in
so far as the chapter cn citizenship is concerned, there is
nothing contained in any of these Constitutions of these in-
dependent cr about to be independent countries like Guyana
that we in Barbados do not have in some form or shape in
our own independent constititional framework. As a matter
of fact, when the constitutional changes were brought about
in 1964, the models which we used apart from our consti-
tutional instruments in so far as we wanted to re-embody
and redraft some of the old provisions, were taken from
the independent Constitutions of Trinidad and Tobago and
of Jamaice. That is why repeatediy members onthis side -
the Leader of the House snc I and other members-have
stated that we do not know what the argument is about, be-~
cause we are at the present mornent, apart from the ques-
tion of title where vou call a person Premier or Prime
Minister or Govermnor cor Governor-General, and apart
from little fncidental meiters of that nature, the Constitu-
tion which we in Dsrtados live under Is an Independence
Constituticn except inr the quasiion of citizenship and ex-
ternal affairs.

We are still unforamately citizens of Great Britain and
the Colonfes, wharever thst means, because members of
the House of Lords seem not to be clear exactly as to what
citizens of the United Kingdomn and the Colonies mean,
They have carefully avoided coming out with any clear and
unequivocai and unambiguous definition and declaration as
to the rights of persons who are supposed to be governed
by the British Nationality Acy of 1548,

Now snother fearuce of the Constution of Barbados,
Mr, Depury Speaker. is this: that hitherto-that is, up to




now - the Constitition of Barbados has not been a writtin
Constitution, The Constitution of the United States is a
written Constitution; the Constitution of Canada is a written
Constintion; and the Constitutions of a1l the Commonwealth
countries which have become i{ndependent since the year
1945 are all written Constitutions; but the Constitition of
Barbados shares one feature in common with the Constitu-~
tion of the United Kingdom, and that is that the Constitution
of Barbados is not to be found in any single document; and
where it {s found indocuments, allof it is not found in these
documents, The United Kingdom, it has been claimed by
some writers of Constinutional Law, has an unwritten Con-
stitution: bt you and I know that to be incorrect, because
the Magna Charta is part of the Constitution of the United
Kingdom, and that is a writtendocument, The Bill of Rights,
the Act of Settlement and all these are written enactments
and are constitutional documents, They have not embodied
the Constitution of the United Kingdom in any single docu-
ment within the two ends of any single book or treatise, and
so it is with the Constitution of Barbados. Although we have
many written enactments here, we still have rules which
have not been written and we have conventions to the Con-
stitution here in Barbados, although some attempthas been
made from time to time to set out these conventions in
writing, There are no enactments in the sense that there
have been Bills or Resolutions which have a passage
through the Legislature of the territory; sothe Constitution
of Barbados is also unique in that apart from the United
Kingdom, it {s the only territory that I know that has a
partly written and partly unwritten Constitution, and though
we made substantial changes for the better in 1964 which
appear to have swept over the heads of the members of the
Opposition Parties because they never raised a murmur of
dissent over Barbados getting what was virtually an inde-
pendent Constitution at that time, we did not attempt to
commit to writing all of the conventions which we observe
and by which we are supposed to be governed,

I will make a disclosure at this stage to show the
autochthonous nature of our constitutional change in 1964,
When the Federation was broken up in 1962, the United
Kingdom Government - a Conservative Government at that
time - hastily contrived an instrument known as the West
Indies Federation Dissolution Act, 1962, and under this Act
power was given to make provision for constitutional
changes and any kind of association between one territory
and the other by Order in Council, ImmediatelyI reminded
the Secretary of State that this might be all right for Ja-
maica and Trinidad and the Lesser Antilles, but as far as
Barbados was concerned I hoped that the provisions of this
West Indies Dissolution Act, 1962 were not intended to be
extended to the territory of Barbados, because we had
never been governed by Order-in~Council, On the floor of
this House I read out onmore thanone occasion the Secre-
tary of State's reply. The Secretary of State was then the
Right Honourable Reginald Maudiing, who subsequently be-
came Chancellor of the Exchequer; but what is significant
is that if you check the Hansard of 1962, the Official Re-
ports of the Hansard in the United Kingdom, and we have
themhere in this House, you will find that Mr, Maudling
said on the floor of the House of Commons that the West
Indies Dissolution Act was not intended to beused to make
constitutional changes in Barbados. Having got that assur-
ance from the Secretary of State, we then proceeded to
hold our discussions with the people from the Lesser
Antilles,

In 1964 what happened was this - and I would like to
get the record straight now, Inthe Manifesto of the Demo-
cratic Labour Party which i{s the Government Party of
Barbados, everything that we intended to do or proposed on
behalf of the people of this country we set out in that docu-
ment under carefully categorised Chapters and Heads, and
towards the end we have Constitutional Changes included;
but we proposed that there should be representation of the
Opposition, whatever it might be, Those were our words
‘‘whatever it might be in the Upper Chamber*’
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Now, at that time, we did not propose the complete
abolition of the Legislative Council and the replacement of

the Legislative Council by the Senate, as far as I can re-
member, and there was a reason for that, When the Mani-
festo was drafted, there was a constitutional conference in
London and we did not want to give the impression that we
were derogating or going on in the continuity of any former
Government in so far as constitutional matters were con-
cerned. Therefore, we did not say that we were going to
abolish the Legislative Council., But when we came to re-
view the Constitution of Barbados, we decided thatthe Con-
stitution should be an independent Constitution, Therefore,
that was in 1964 and not 1966, This seems to escape the
people on the other side, The Government was introducing
a provision which it had not put {n its Manifesto - a pro-
vision whichentailed and involved the members of the Other
Place in extinction, if not in permanent dissolution,

Therefore, at my request, the Hon, Leader of the
House, the Minister of Education, as far as I can remem-
ber, convened a joint meeting of the representatives of this
Chamber and the Other Place in order to get their agree-
ment for the constitutional changes which weregoingto be
made. In other words, it would be a matter of great dis-
courtesy if the members of the Other Place had awakened
to read in the newspapers that Her Majesty’'s Govern~
ment had agreed to abolish the Legislative Council.

Now, why did we place so much importance on this?
It was because the Legislative Council was a creation of
Her Majesty-in~Council; it was not an autonomous crea-
tion of the General Assembly of Barbados. It was not
created by members of the House of Assembly; it was
created by Her Majesty-in-Council], and under the Letters
Patent, the eligibility for disqualification and other mat-
ters were set out, Therefore, a unilateral act on the part
of Her Majesty-in-Council was all that was necessary. In
other words, we could not pass a Bill through the House of
Assembly and abolish the Legislative Council, It had to be
done by amendment or a complete change of the Letters
Patent as they existed at that time, I want to underline
‘“the Letters Patent" because it was a creation of Her
Majesty-in-Council,

When this country was settled, they established a two~
tiered system of Government, The position and rights of
the House of Assembly was to be found in the Represen-
tation of the People Act and the House of Assenb 1y Re-
muneration of Members) Act, but with the Legislative
Council, that was adifferent matter altogether because
those members were not elected: they were nominated and
appointed by Her Majesty the Queen's representative,

The Attorney General -- the now Attorney General —
and I spent some weeks and months drafting this new In-
dependence type of Constitution which Barbados is to en~
joy, and one of the proposals wasto abolish the Legislative
Council altogether and therefore put us exactlyonthe same
footing with Jamaica and Trinidad which were already in-
dependent, In our correspondence, both by cable and letter,
we told Her Majesty's Government that we wouldprefer to
inform the members of the Other Place by having a joint
meeting telling them about their fate. It was like a priest
going into prison to read prayers to a condemned man who
was going to be hanged the next morning,

Now, Sir, having done that, we invited membersof the
other parties and of the Other Place to the joint Meeting
and they accepted the inevitability of the change. It was
just like the Governor signing somebody’s death warrant
and a priest going to tell that person that this was his
death warrant and tomorrow, he was ‘going throughthe
eddoes,’

The drafts which we then made inconsortium one by
one in 1964 included the Financial Administration Act, The
Executive Committee (Vesting of Powers) Act and the re-
pealing of the Statite which was a creation of Sir Conrad
Reeves and introducing a new Act, In other words, before
this Party came into power, both the Attorney General and
the Offfcer Administering this country had a right to sit
on what was described as the Cabinet, In 1964, we said that
we were to have an independent Constitution, and, therefore,




we took the Attorney General out and we repealed the Act;
and one after the other, we gave notice of several bills, 1
remember that we introduced twelve of them, discussed
and debated them in a most friendly atmosphere,

If I may go back to what I stated here, the position is
that Barbados has got an independent Constitution before
it has got independence, Pskistan got independence atleast
eight years before {t got a Constitution, Barbados got an
independent Constitition at least two years before we have
got Independence, Pakistan got her independent constitution
eight years after the British Government granted indepen-
dence to her,

Now, I want to make that abundantly clear. Barbados
got an Independent Constitition in 1964, and the Governor
said so then; and all members of the Opposition cheered
and said that the road is now set for Independence. You
will see in the proceedings at the opening of Parliament
in that year that His Excellency said, after the constitu-
tional changes which I have now emumerated, we are now
set for the Independence of Barbados, and then, all the
members of the Opposition cheered,

We have an Independence Constitution, It istruethat a
lot of people who should have gone to gaol have not gone, but
I would say that nobody who should not have gone to gaol
has gone to gaol,
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I have never heard the Bishop of Barbados of any of
the Roman Catholic Brethen or Hierarchy or the Chairman
of the Methodist Circuit talking of being afraid of going to
gaol. The only people who are saying thatthey are frightened
of going to gaol are dishonest politicians who say that after
Independence they will go to gaol. We have had a lot of dis-
honest politicians before Independence who have not gone
to gaol yet; so what are they worring about?

Before we get on to the actual chapters of the Consti-
tution, I want to make two other small points, The first one
ig the question whether the Resolution we have before us
is one which confers Independence on Barbados, Anyone who
suggests that in introducing a Resolution approving the
draft Constitution this Government is trying to short
circuit any of the procedures which ought to be followed,
does not really understand the nature of the Constitution
which we have at the present moment and the constitutional
history of the Commonwealth, I would say that in almost
every other case in which a country has emerged from the
status of colonialism to the position of Independence, any
conference which has been held has been preceded by dis-
cussion in the lLegislature of the territory and the propo-
sals contained in their Constitutions,

As a matter of fact certaincountries went further, The
Republic of India went further, the Irish Dail under Mr,
De Valera did not brook any interference from the British
Government, Mr, Lloyd George decided that the gravity
of the Constitution enacted by the Irish Dailwas dependent
on the authorisation given by the Imperial Parliament in
the UK, and not from the Dail itself, In 1937 when Ireland
became & Republic wefound that the Constitution was dis-
cussed and approved by the Legislature and then was re-
ferred to — I do not know whether they call them counties
or provinces — but it was referred sothat the Legislature
did not {n itself give the stamp of authority to the Consti-
tution, but merely discussed its provisions,

At this point I would like to read a passage from K.C,
Wheare in his “‘Constitutional Structure of the Common-
wealth'', He sajid: *‘All that the House of Parliament did
was to prepare a Constitition in accordance withthe prac-
tice which had been followed already in Canada, Australia
and South Africa, and inthe Australian Colonies,** Mr,

Lloyd George, the Prime Minister, expressed his view in
the House of Commons: and in introducing the Irish Free
State B{Il he said;: ‘*Here we aregoingto follow the exam-
ple which has heen set in the framing of every Constitution
throughout the Empire., The Constitution is drafted and
decided by the Dominion, the Imperial Parliament taking
such steps 85 may be necessary to legslise these deci-
sions,

I want to repeat that, ‘‘Here we are given an exanplke
which has been followed in the framing of every constitution
throughout the Empire.’’ I know that the newspapers will
not report this tomorrow. They do not write shorthand
nowadays. I understand it is not a qualification, I would go
further and say that the ability to read and write does not
appear to be a qualification either, Iwillquote again: “The
Constitution is drafted and decided by the Dominion, the Im-
perial Parliament taking such steps as may be necessary
to legalise these decisions, =

You will find that, Sir, in 149 House of Conmon s
Debates at column 42, Here {s the Prime Minister of the
UK. talking about the Irish Constitution and saying in the
House of Parliament that all Parliamentdid was ‘‘topre-
pare a constitution in accordance withthe practice followad
in Canads, Australia and South Africa, and inthe Australian
Colonies,**

Mr, Lloyd George said that this was an exanple set
in the framing of every constitution, I repeat; he said: “The
Constitution is drafted and decided by the Dominion, the
Imperial Parliament taking such steps as may be necessary
to legalise these decisions,’’ I have said that about five
times and I have done that advisedly,

In other words, Sir, the Government of Barbadosdoes
not accept that any draughtsman or member of a politics
Party in the U.K,, no matter how exalted his position may
be ~ he may be the Prime Minister Mr, Harold Wilson
himself; it is neither his job nor his duty nor his husiness
to prepare a Constitiution for Barbados. The Constitutionof
Barbados has not only got to be an autonomous constit ition,
but it has hastobe an autochthonous . constitition — that is,
one that has sprungfrom the land itself, And not from any-
body's imagination outside. But what these Neo~colonalists,
these long-jacket Uncle Toms that we have inthe Opposi-
tion Parties wantto preserve is that the people of Barbados

are incapable of making decisions for themselves, and that
they have to depend on some person of a different com-
plexion to tell them what is good for them. So they arego-
ing to report us to the Headmaster! That is their whole
approach in this exercise, We will be reported to the
Hesdmaster; but the Headmaster will tell them: **You are
the dunces and you are the ones I am going to flog.'’ Then

they will get a big surprise,
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They are going to report us to the Headmaster for
playing cricket, and the Headmaster will tell them he did
not know it was cricket time they were playing cricket in,
They had two umpires, a square leg, three slips, a guly,
mid-off, a backward short leg and a man overhead, and
they are going to report you for playing cricket, when the
positions of the fielders I see were in accordance with the
rules of the game, and therefore they arethe dinces and the
ones who should be flogged,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair and Mr, SPEAXER
took the Chair,

Mr, SPEAKER: His Honour the Deputy Speaker ad-
vised me to let the Premier complete his stroke before
1 resumed,

Hon. E, W, BARROW: I have not only completed my
stroke, Mr, Speaker. I did not even have to run; the ball
hit the boundary, .

Mr. Speaker, we have suspended the Rules, andI won-
der if you will give me permission to give notice of a
document which {s to be laid,

Mr, SPEAKER: It would depend on whether thereis
any objection by hon, members,

The Hon, and Learned Premier is seeking leave at
this stage to 1ay a document which unfortunately could not
have been laid earlier this afternoon, and if there is no
objection, leave will be granted,

There being no objection, leave {s granted,




DOCUMENT LAID

Hon, E. W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, I must apologise
for laying it at this stage, butit has only just arrived from
the neighbouring territory of Guyana within less than half
an hour,

I have the honour to lay the Agreement establishing
the Caribbean Free Trade Association of December, 1965,

(Cheers),

Mr, Speaker, before Your Honour assumed your posi-
tion, I was craving the indulgence of His Honour the Deputy
Speaker to read an excerpt from Professc r K, C, Wheare's
‘‘Constitutional Structure of the Commonwealth’’, This
treatise, Sir, waspublished as recently as 1960, and, [
believe, is out of print, and had to be reprinted on more
than one occasion, Ido not have to recommend Professor
Wheare to Your Honour, because of your familiarity with
the works of this learned author, and I do not have to re-
commend him to any member of this Chamber, because we
have made frequent references to one or other of his
constitutional works from time to time, But I have also
made reference in the House of Commons Debates to &
statement made by the Right Honourable David Lord
George, former Prime Minister of Great Britain in dis-
cussing the question of Commonwealth Constitutions, The
Prime Minister on that occasion stated -- this was in
December, 1922 in dealing with the Bill legalising or au-
thorising the institution of the Irish Free State, -- and he
and other members of the House made reference to the fact
that as far as the Irish people were concerned they had a
country and a Constitution already, and the Prime Minis~
ter said they may have a country and a Constitution, but
they were only following what had been done in the case of
every Commonwealth country, The Constitution is drafted
and decided by the territory, and the Imperial Parliament
takes such steps as may be necessary to legalise the de-
cisions,

In other words, Sir, the procedure which has been
followed by Government has been sanctified by precedent ~
I will almost say from time immemorial; hut in so far as
Independerice Constitutions are concerned, withthe notable
exception of the former American colonies, the procedure
has always been and, I hope, willalways be that, comning to
& state of Independence, it is not for the Imperial Govern-
ment to tell the people the laws by which they should be
governed or the system of jurisprudence under which they
should live, but for the people themselves through their
elected representatives or, as in the case of India, their
constituent Assembly nominated by the provincial Legis-
latures, in the case of Ireland, the Irish Dail, and so we
come a1l the way down fromprecedent toprecedent and you
will find that the Constitutions have beendevised and drafted
by the territories themselves, You know, Sir, if you did not
do that, whathappens if youdid not have a Constitntion
which is autochthonous and which has sprung from the
people themselves and from the land itself? You would get
the same ridiculous exercise that the Windward Islands
are going through in London today, where the Constitution
was sent down from the Colonial Office to these benighted~
as the British think - Colonialterritories, and then they
were invited to sttend the Imperial Throne and to wait on
the Secretary of State for the Colonies when the Secretary
of State for the Colonies would tell them what Her Majesty's
pleasure was. What has happened in this case is that they
are speaking one language and the Secretary of State is
speaking another., He is talking about Constititions and
they are talking about economic viabilitv, If they had done
their Constitution, they would have ta...n it up and said:
‘*Here {s our Constitution, Will you pit your signature or
take the necessary steps to implement the wishes and de-
sires of the people and the Legislatures of our territories?*’
This is what the Opposition wants, The Opposition wants us
to go up there and argue a whole lot of foolishness, and
the Headmaster is going to tell responsibie people in a
Government who do not get any financial support from any
political party {n the United Kingdom what to do. This is
really their trouble, Their real trouble is that they have
for so long depended on support frompolitical parties out-

side and British Financial institutions, and I challenge
anybody to deny this, The Britishbanks give the Conserva-
tive Party £1,500 for their campaign in each and every
election, and I challenge the Managers of the banks to deny
this, There is only one bank that does not do it, They are
paid to run, They break the law because each candidate has
£600 financial backing by British institutions; and it {s
natural for them; although their election expenses may be
restricted to $1,100, they are paid to run $2,880. They
should be here to deny it, I told them that before and they
know it is true, because there are so many candidates we
can call as witmesses, They are so accustomed to getting
hand-outs from people in the United Kingdom that, quite
apart from the psychological and emotional difficulties in
not being able to come together with themselves, being
people of uncertain origins and background — this is the
only thing they have in common: uncertainty of origin and
background. They do not know whether they are fish or
fowl or good salt herring: but having this kind of emotional
instability, they are unable to appreciate the aspirations of
the people of this country and they talk about talking when
they get to England; in other words, when they get before
the Headmaster,

Mr, Speaker, they owe a responsibility to the people
of this country; and if they had any views at all, which I
very much doubt they have, it would be the{r duty to say
what these views are, and the appropriate place for these
views to be expressed is on the floor of the Legislature, as
every country in the Commonwealth has done or attempted
to do.
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I am dealing with the principle where youcan do some-
thing for yourself, and you do not leave it for somebody in
the United Kingdom to say what is good for you or what
should be good for you,

We come back to this principle where you can do
something for yourself, and Professor K, C, Wheare says
this:-

“But with the examples of India and Ireland in mind,
it will not be surprising if nationalism demands even
greater certainty, If this is to be achieved, then some
break of legal continuity must be made, There are various
methods by which this can be done. The simplest perhaps
is for the Houses of the Parliaments inthe Members of the
Commonwealth to prepare and pass a Constitution and not
to present it for the royal assent, providing in the document
that it should come into effect onacertain date and super-
cede the existing Constitution, Or a specially elected or
selected constituent assembly might prepare and pass the
Constitution and provided itdid not do so under powers con-
ferred by an act of the legislature which had received the
royal assent, and did not submit the Constitution for the
royal assent, then it could claim that the constitution was
enacted on its own authority, Or a constitutionprepared by
the Houses of a parliament or by a constituent assembly
could be submitted for the approval of the people and could
come into effect subject to that approval,’’

The emphasis all the time is on a composition pre-
pared by the Legislature or submitted for the approval of
the people who become affected,

He goes on: ‘*And there are a number of other pro-
cedures that might appropriately be adopted, The essential
point underlying all of them is that such action as is taken
must not be taken under the amthority of an Act of Parlia-
ment of the United Kingdom, What procedure would be ap-
propriate would depend upon political conditions in the
Commonwealth country concerned, It is clear, however,
that a simple method of making the break -~ the refraining
from presenting the measure for the Royal Assent -~ is
available which allows for full consultation with the elec-
torate or with elected representatives, and with minority
interests, and which could be combined with any procedure
for the preparation of the document which was thought
necessary in the country concerned,*




Professor Wheare notes this particular chapter on an
autonomous nation with these words:~

‘*And although traditionalists may regret the breaking
of alegallink, whichinpractice means very little, na-
tionalists will [welcome a step which places their country's
constitution and laws on a footing comparable to that en-
joyed by the other sovereign independent states inthe world,
It must be expected, therefore, that Members of the Com-
monwealth will, as a rule, take steps quite soon after they
attain their independence through a Constitution made in
Britain, to embody that Constitution and proclaim that in-
dependence in a document which, they can claim,owes its
validity and authority to no outside country or institution
but to themselves alone,*’

I want to make the position of the Government of Bar-
bados abundantly clear, The position is this, We are na-
tionalists and not traditionalists, We believe in tradition
so far as is necessary to the upliftment of the people of
Barbados. If tradition is of value to us, we accept tra-
dition; but if tradition is of no value to us, we reject
tradition, :

We accept tradition in Barbados as something whichis
of value to us. The factisthat before 1951, we did not have
Adult Suffrage, Our Constitution has developed as an
autochthonous Constitution, We have to handle this on the
widest basis, If a Constitution idoes not rest on that wide
basis, that Constitution is likely to undergo great stress
and strain, The checks and balancesare, inthe very nature
of this Constintion, based on the widest possible franchise
of the people within the colony., Therefore, since we are
nationalists, we cannot tolerate or accept any proposal
that some other person in some other coumtry isin a
better position than the elected representatives of the peo-
ple to decide the framework of the Constititionor the rules
by which we should be governed in the future, All of the
people who scorn the parliamentary procedures of the
country and who make staternents to the effect, as I believe
such a statement was made inaletter to you, Mr. Speaker,
that {t {s tantamount to subterfuge to have & majority vote
in the democratic assembly, and that this would render the
parties on the opposite side whentheygoto London power-
less, that proposal, Sir, shows an abysmal ignorance of
constitutional procedures and disrespect for the long tra-
ditions of constitutional practices which we inthis country
have always boasted about, It shows a profound disrespect
for the people themselves,

They would whisper in a corner, probsbly at a Lodge
meeting in St, James' Place in London; but they would not
tell the people of Barbados inthe open what it is they find
so obnoxious about Independence, and what it is they find
so repugnant i{n the constitutional provisions whichwe have
been enjoying since 1964, The Draft Constitution is & mere
embodiment or substance of the Constitution which was
passed without any dispute in May, 1964, Because they
control all the organs of the Press in this country, they
confuse the minds of the people of the country with a lot
of nonsense which & Third Standard elementarypupilin my
day would object to and say is irrational,
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Because they have a few ambirious offspring, they would
seek to pervert all the constitutional arrangements which
have so far ordered the lives of the people in Rarbados,

They wantto substitute a system of minority rule which
was rejected by the people of this country as far back as 18
years ago, This is the last ditch stand of the backwoodsmen
and the reactionaries, I am glad that they have banded
themselves together because it demonstrates to the people
of the island the sort of people they had to deal with, people
who are prepared to sell their birthright for a mess of
pottage. I never thought that they had a contribution to
make, and therefore I was not surprised; but they should
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have at least have the decency to stay away from the Con-
ference in London,

I want to read an extract from the Report of the
Bechuanaland Conference, I think that after they hear this
they will change their minds — not about coming here; I
mean about going to London at all, Theyare joining forces
with Dr, Jagan in boycotting the advancement of their coun-
try for political reasons, They are now all of them
Jaganites,

As 1 was saying, Sir, I want to read from the Report
of the Bechuanaland Conference proposals, That Confer-
ence took place on the 14th February, 1966 ~~ abowut three
months ago, This is the official report of the Conference,
Command Paper 2929, The representatives of Parliament
by the Secretary of State for the Colonies by Command of
Her Majesty in March 1966, Not March 1766 or 1866,

The Conference opened in London on 14th February,
1966 at Marlborough House, It says: ‘'The early move of
Bechuanaland to Independence was envisaged in the Legis-
lative Council Paper which was published in Novemnber
1963 and on which the present constitution of Bechuanaland
is based,"”

You see the analogy,Sir, The extract continues: ‘“This
Legislative Council Paper, which recorded the conclusions
reached in discussions at which all the political parties,
the Chiefs and important groups in the territory were re-
presented, and on which unanimous conclusions were
reached, stated that:-

“The Conference felt that the time had come to move
directly to a form of self-government, and that this should
be achieved by constitutional arrangements which could
lead naturally to independence,'’

The Bechuanaland Democratic Party headed by a
colleague of mine, Seretse Khama, had preceded the {ntro-
duction of the Constitution in 1955 with anelection, This is
what the Secretary of State has written in the Conference
Report and this {s what they said clearly about indepen-
dence, *The party stands and works for the independence of
Bechuanaland within the shortest possible time, and shall
use the oncoming period of self-government asaprepara-
tory stage towards the attainment of independence,'’

That is all they promised the electorate — indepen-
dence within the shortest possible time, Listen to the
Democratic Labour Party Election Manifesto, ‘*The road
to destiny is the road to Independence, Towards this goal
the country must press,’’ -~ Not withthe shortest possible
time, getting a little practice at the nets and opening the
innings now, — Our Manifesto went onto say*‘‘As the country
has never been a grant-aided territory, there is no reason
why Berbados should not achieve the fullest stature’* (and
this was in very black type) ‘‘of independence now within a
Federation,'’

Compare that statement with that of Seretse Khama
who said that they believed in Independence and would like
to have it in the shortest possible time, that after his party
was elected they would tryto practise self-government, We
in Barbados were practising self-government for 300 years,

The Bechuanaland Democratic Party said: ‘‘The Party
stands a)pd works for the independence of Bechuanaland
etc.,.......Compare that with the statement {nour Manifesto
that ‘‘the road to destiny is the road to independence,
Towards that goal the country must press on,” We said
there is no reason why within or without a federation Bar-
bados should not attainthe full stature of independence now,

Now, I go on quoting from Command Paper 2929 the
proposals which have been made by the Bechuanaland Gov-
ernment and which envisaged the establishment of Bechu-
analand as an independent sovereign Republic to be known
as Botswana, The Report goes on to say that, apart from
the change to a Republican form of Government under an
executive President, the proposals were in substance no
more than the adjustments which were required tothe 1956
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Constitution to adapt it to the circumstances of indepen-
Adence, I would say without fear of contradiction that the
Constitution of 1965 was an inferior document to the Con-
stitution of Barbados in 1964,

We have never wanted to be an independent Republic,
The only person to claim that isthe former Minister with~
out Portfolio and thie senior member for St, Philip who {s
not in his place; but when they were asked to swear to an
affidavit about tendays ago, they were really reluctant
to do so, Some of the people whomthey were advising may
be in a great deal of difficulty,

4,45 p.m,

‘*They were debated’’, Listentothat! ‘*They were debated,*’
The British Government is making the point that these pro-
posals have been debated, This is what we are doing now,
. and this is what the other people are abstaining from,

‘‘they were debated and, subject only to two amend~
ments proposed by the House of Chiefs, and one consequen-
tial amendruent proposed by the Legislative Assembly,
endorsed by both the House of Chiefs and the Legislative
Assembly as a basis onwhichthe attainment of independence
by Bechuanaland should be negotiated between the Govern-
ment of Bechugnaland and Her Majesty's Government inthe
United Kingdom.*'!

This is what the Draft Constitition {s put before the
Legislature for - to be debated and discussed and to be
amended. I have got about twenty-five amendments, most
of which have been submitted by members of the Govern-
ment Party, some of which have been submitted by the
Chamber of Commerce - one or two of which we did not
find obnoxious - and some by the Law Society, So we have
this paradox in this country today thatthe elected repre-
sentatives of the pzople will be taking no part - that is,
the Opposition side of the House, - and some people in the
Chamber of Commerce exercising their democratic right
to submit to the Government proposals which they think
ought to be embodied in the Constitution, and which the
Government has accepted; but it is not for the Chamber
of Commerce to safeguard the people of Barbados,

As I said, there will be twenty-five amendments which
I will be drawing to the attentionofhon, members, because
the short space of time for preparing the Independence
Constitution and presentation of the document to the House-
or both-for printing is necessarily limited, and we did not
profess that the Constitution we have could immediatelygo
to print, We said we would lay itin the House in Draft and
have both Houses of Parliament discuss it, Let me go on
not only to remind them, but to remind any new Secretary
of State what was decided inMarch, 1966 - before the Brit-
ish General Elections. It goes on:

‘‘Before the debates, more than one hundred and fifry
public meetings were arranged throughout the country at
which the proposals were explained to the people, and the
meeting of the House of Chiefs was postponed to permit
those Chiefs who wished todo soto hold Kgotlas to discuss
the proposals. These Kgotlas were attended by Ministers
in the Bechuanaland Government,*’

We have explained this Constitution to our constituent
branches. You will remember what the to-be President of
the to-be independent State of Bechuanaland said of Bechu~
analand when he married a certain young lady friend of
his when we were students together in London, The same
Chiefs had Kgotlas and sided with the British Government
to keep him out of Bechuanaland, and he is the person to
bring them to Independence. The wheel has taken full circle;
and the British Government was able to get up and say that
the Chiefs had held these Kgotlas and they did not want a
European residing in Bechuanaland,

‘“Mr. Matante who, as leader of the Bechuanaland
People’s Party represented the three Opposition Members
in the Bechuanaland Legislative Assembly......"" - he has
sbout the same power as the hon, junior member for St.
George wields in this august Assembly representing three
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people ~ ‘‘expressed the view that there had been inadequate
consultation,,’* - have you heard this phrase before? -
‘with the people of Bechuanaland over the proposals which
had been put forward for the Independence Constitution and
asserted that the present Government of Bechuanaland had
no mandate to carry the country into independence.’

I am not reading from Adam Smith's *‘The Wealth
of Nations’' published {n 1760; I am reading from the re-
port presented to Parliament in March, 1966 this year; in
other words: presented last month and received by me on
the 16th March, which is only five weeks ago, but it is after
it was presented in Parliament a couple of days before,
may be three, This is what I am reading from, something
which took place after this document was on the Table of
this House, And they are so duncy! They do not read the
Times Newspaper or any of the Constitutional Reports to
find out what the form is now, whether you play left foot
forward or right foot, or whether {t is a six ball or eight
ball over, because they are going on with bats and do not
know what the game is they are supposed to be playing,
It could be ice hockey,

Let us go on:

‘™Mr, Matante.,,,'" - substitute for Mr, Matante an-
other of the City Fathers and see ifit does not sound fami~
liar and see what the conclusions are - *‘who as leader of
the Bechuanaland People’s Party, represented the three
Opposition members in the Bechuanaland Legislative As-
sembly, expressed the view that there had been inadequate
consultation with the people of Bechuanaland over the pro-
posals which had been put forward for the Independence
Constitution and asserted that the present Government of
Bechuanaland had no mandate to carry the country into
Independence, He proposed that consideration of the pro-
posals which had been put forward by the Bechuanaland
Government,,'’ - under Seretse Khama - ‘‘should be post-
poned until further consultation had been carried out with
the Chiefs and the people of Bechuanaland throughthe ap-
poimtment of a Commission consisting of representatives
of all political parties, the Chiefs, the British Government
and the Bechuanaland Government, and that before inde-
pendence was attained there should be a further General
Election.’* Does that sound familiar to you? It sounds very
familiar to me, They must have been in correspondence,
or followed in some way.

““In the light of the position as recorded above, the
other delegates to the Conference were unable to accept
that there was validity in Mr. Matante's points, He said
that he had come to the United Kingdom to deliver his
message that the Conference should be postponed umtil
further consultations had teken place. Having done this,
he felt that he had no further contribution to make to the
Conference proceedings and he was not prepared toexpress
any opinions on the details of the constitutional proposals.
He did not attend the concluding sessions of the Conference,
The Conference approved the Bechuanaland Government's
proposals,*’

Now the Opposition is absent just as how Dr. Jagan
absented himself, The Opposition Parties regard politics
as a game, They believe in minority rule, and when they
cannot get their way, they talk aboutdemocracy and dicta-
torship, When they cannot get their way, they say there
has been abundant precedent, and they play the game in
these things by withdrawing themselves notfromthe Legis-
lature, but from the Conferences; but all these fellows
want is to get a free trip to England, Personally I have no
desire to go. You are aware that I told the Secretary of
State that the Conference should take place in Barbados,
If the Conference was held {n Barbados, and we were hold-
ing it at Ministerial Buildings, you could not get one to
attend at all, You could send a Policeman with a summons
to thern; you could not get themn to Ministerial Buildings to
attend the Conference,

When we held the Federal discussions at Minister{al
Buildings and invited the hon, junior member for St, George
and the hon, senior member for Bridgetown, they turned
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up the first morning, and when we got down to work seme-
times they sent excuses: bur most of the time they just
absented themselves, Well, if we were holding the Confer-
ence here in Barbados - and I wanted ¢t held in Barbados
in this Chamber perbaps or in the Ministe:!al Buildings -
you wotlld not have had any of this confusinn,

4,55 p.m.

I know that sitting members of Ogpositien Parties are
very embarrassed because they have 3 iot of people reliing
themn that they have to be on the tearm.

Now, let us look at what happened five weeks ago in
London, ‘‘Mr. Matante who, as leader of the Bechuanaland
People’s Party, represented the three Oppostiion mem-
bers in the Bechuanaland Legisiative Assembly, expressed
the view that there had been (nadeuiare consuitation with
the people of Bechuanaland cver the sroposals which nad
been put forward for the Independence CTonstitution and
asserted that the present Government of Bechuanaland had
no mandate to carry the countrv inte Independerce,’

Seretse Khama held a debate on this thing, Mr, Matante
said so when he went up to Londen to put his views, ‘““He
proposed that considerstion of the proposals which had
been put forward by the Bechuanaland (overnment should |
be postponed until further consultation had been carried
out with the Chiefs, the British Government, representa-
tives of all political parties and that before Independence
was attained there should be & further Generai Election,”
He said that they should bring in the British people 1o have
some Commission and all that he was tryving 1 do was o
throw red herrings across the trail,

I have to read this and it is not golng o appear in the
Press tomorrow:~

*The Conference approved the Bechuarzland Sovern-»
ment's proposals, subject to certain modifications, and the
form which it was agreed the Independence Copstitution
should take is set out in Annex A to this Report,”

Listen to this - which is the next paragraph. tisa
very concise paragraph, I read:-

"“The Conference agreed that Bechuanaland should be-
come independent under the name of Boiswana on 30th
September, 1966,

Now, Sir, Mr. Matante's obiectives were that youhave
not got a mandate for independence and that you must have
elections, On the same page it sets out ihese objectives, He
was Leader of the Opposition in Bechuanalend, i'be Con-
ference agreed that Bechuanaland should ohtain indepen-
dence on the 30th September, 1366,

What I regret about all of this iz thst here (n Barbados
in 1851, we defeated the full might of the British Govern-
ment and declared ourselves independent. Thev signed &
treaty with Barbados in which onr freedoms are preserved,
This is not & country in which vou have Salers and Chiefs
as you have in Bechuanaland, Bur Bechugnaisnd is 2 vast
country with millions of acres of {and. They have more
people, but less schools than you have 1t the parish of
Christ Church, It is a country which iz cormpletely sur-
rounded by South Africa and other hostile states. The neo-
ple raise very little crops and they have very littie or no
industries. Seretse Khama introduced this wvstem of repre-
sentative Assembly, as far as I knew, with & iimiwed fran-
chise and they have a Leader of ihe Uppnosition,

In 1965, they got a self-governing Consrirution, Let us
say, for argument's sake, that cur Constitution is on the
same level with theivs and that it ig not (nfinltely superior
to theirs. They can go up to London and get independence
on the 30th September this year gnd weare still down bere
wasting time with these humbigts whom we have iy Bar-
bados who know not whence they come or where they sre
going, AIl that they are trying to de is to fool the people
in Barbados that the members of the Government Party snd
other self-respecting people in Barbados 21ill have 1o go

cap in hand to some European gentleman in St, JTames

Place asking him: ‘’Please beg your pardon, Sir; will you
tell us if it i{s possible for 1s to have elections or whether
we should wait untfl we get! our independence?’’

That is what the hon. senior member for the City, the
hon, senior member for St, Philip, the hon. junior member
for St George, the hon, junior member for Christ Church
think, That is the mentality which they have; and they do
not read, as the hon, senior member for St. Peter has said
so often, They only read the pictures inthe newspapers and
only when it is their own picture, If they had come to me in
a decent way, I would have loaned them any of these papers
because Ihave had them fromallthetime in 1946, But
they have this idea that they are going to report to some-
body, They say: *‘Wait until I get inside the Conference
rco.n and [ shall report.’* They do not believe in the prin-
ciple of autochthony, ! spelt it in here and I doubt whether
any of them can spell it correctly, **Autochthony'’ is one
word which {s accepted by the most benighted part of the
Commomwealth and by the most Conservative inthe United
Kingdorn as meaning that the people of the country have a
right t¢ devise & Constitution for themselves, and that
Constifition is to receive the same authority as an Act
of the Imperial Pariiament, It has happened from 1922.1t did
not happen with the British North American countries be-
cause tie Britishwas dealing with a plural society and
widelv-spread ethnic groups who did not even speak the
same langusge:; and the result is that they imposed the
British North American Act on the Canadian people, and
after thwese yvears they still do not have autochthony and
the country is in danger of breaking up,

A Constitition can only be amended by an Imperial
Act of Great Britain. When we take our destiny in our
hands, we intend fo amend by our hands; and any one who
abstains from participation in the exercises which we are
carrying on ncw should abstain from living in the country
and go to & country which has that rarified atmosphere.
They should go there and settle downthere so thar they
could jostle with the British rank and file,
5.05 p,m.

Let thern stay out of the sunshine of Barbados and
leave us who want to {ive {11 the sunshine down here, I should
be very glad to givethem a one-way ticket and pay for their
boarding and lodging for a iimited period of three to four
weeks, They will have to be on their own after that. You
cannot reprobaie and approbate at the same time, You
cannot say:*‘l amnothing to do withthe exercise,*’ and
then try to push someone through the door at Seawell try-
ing to et on the plane to London,

At leasr Mr, Matante had the decency to withdraw
from the Conference when be did not get his views accepted.
Dr. Jagan did the same thing, He said he did not believe
that British Gufana should get Independence, That was be-
cause he was not in power, Because the Opposition s not
in power, they are the Jaganites of Barbados.

Anvone who nas lived benearh the yoke of Colonialism
carmot be deemed 10 be other than a traitor to his country
when for political reasons he opposes the independence of
his country, Every patriot has the rightto join forces with
all and sundry to achieve independence if he considers that
his people are worthy of a position in the sun, You have to
lock at these people as an extremely sinister, malevolent,
malicious band of brigand: as you have ever set your eyes
on.,

They are pecple, as I said last week, who believe in a
Government o which vou get rich overnight, There are
only thret ways to get vich guickly, as far as I knows if
you are mot born with money, or you do not strike oil on
your property, you have to win a sweepstake or the pools,
or you have 1o rob zomebody, They like to choose the third
way, because they feel that if they get into positions of
authority they will be able to exploit the rest of the com-
munity and get rich as guickly as possible.

This Government is not here ts allow anyone to get
rich quick, Whatever they may tell the general public, or
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Whatever they may write to the newspapers, their funda-~
mental opposition to the Government involved is that they
cannot get rich quick, They want to become millionaires
overnight, That is the one factor that binds them together
because they have no ideology, because ideology is a thing
of the spirit and of the mind,

Apart from the Bechuanaland Conference there have
been of course during the past twelve months about three
to four Conferences held inthe United Kingdomon Indepen-
dence for various states, 1 have cited two of them, both
of which took place this year -« that of Guyana, that of
Bechuanaland. In both of these places the Opposition Par-
ties acted up in the same way that you find the Opposition
acting up in Barbados. They wanted to postpone the Inde-
pendence of their countries, They say that this, that, and
the other is unconstitutional, and that it has been too sudden
for them, They want elections and things of that nature,
and Icannotfind a single case in which their views were ac-
ceded to.

Now, Sir, if I may proceed to the Constitution itself,
As I intimated earlier, there are gbout twenty-five amend-
ments which, after discussion and consultation I will be
introducing. In addition to these amendments you will find
that {n the front of the document {tself as printed and cir-
culated there are certain errata which have to be included
in the Constitution and these are concerned mostly with
typographical errors, The Constitution itself, Mr, Speaker,
is divided into a total of ten chapters. The first one is the
preliminary chapter which contains the Interpretation
Clause and provision that in the event of any conflict be~
tween the Constitution and other laws of the island the
Constitutional provisions shall prevail, It reads: ‘‘This
Constitution is the supreme law of Barbados and if any
other law is {nconsistent with this Constitution, this Con-
stitution shall prevail and the other law shall to the extent
of the inconsistency, be void,*’
5. 15 p.m,

Mr, Speaker, I do not propose togo through the errata
becanse members should have made those corrections for
themselves,

There are ten chapters, as I said before, The second
chapter deals with citizenship, It deals with persons who
become citizens on the appointed day, that is, on D~day
minus one, and every person born in Barbados will be a
citizen on the day before the day of Independence. Then
there are other persons who were born outside Barbados
in section 2-01 (2). If their fathers had died before In-
dependence Day and the fathers were entitled to become
citizens of Barbados on the day before Independence Day,
then those persons are without any further formality en-
titled to become citizens of Barbados as well. Every person
who was born in the island of Barbados prior to the day be-
fore Independence Day is a citizen, and every person whose
father becomes or would but for his death have become a
citizen, that is a person born outside, shall also become a
citizen of Barbados.

In 2-01 (3) any woman who on the appointed day is or
had been married to a person who became a citizen of
Barbados by virtue of subsection (1) or subsection (2) of
this section shall become a citizen of Barbados, The first
amendment, therefore, isto insert ‘‘or subsection (2)’' after
““(1)"" in line two of section 2-01 (3) (a). The next amend-
ment is to substitute the word *‘sub-section'’ for ‘*section’"
in line four of section 2-01 (3) (b); so that the section will
now read as follows:-

*‘(b) who, having died before the appointed day would,
but for his death, have become a citizen of Barbados by
virtue of that subsection shall become a citizen of Barba-
dos.*’

Page 7, Sir, also deals with Citizenship, and there are
amendments which I should like to make. They are as
follows:~

In Section 2-02, line two ~~ for the word ‘‘has’* sub-
stitute **had’’, and delete ‘‘subsequently’’,

—
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In line three -- for the words ‘‘registration under’*
substitute the words ‘‘virtue of*’,

In line four ~ for **(2)" substitute ‘‘(4)'*; for ‘‘this
section’* substitute ‘‘section 2-01''.

In line seven -- after the word ‘‘allegiance'® insert a
comrma,

In Section 2-05, remove the bracket symbols appear-
ing in lines four and six, and insert a comma after the
word ‘‘and’’ in line 4,

There is a long amendment to Section 2-07 (3) on page
8, This Section deals with the status of Commonweslth
citizens in so far as the Constitution is concerned, and it
reads as follows:-

‘“‘Save as may be otherwise provided by Parliament,
the countries to which this section applies are the United
Kingdom and Colonies, Canada, Australia, New
Zealand, India, Pakistan, Ceylon, Ghana, the Federation
of Malaysia, the Federal Republic of Nigeria, the Republic
of Cyprus, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Jamaica, Trinidad and
Tobago, Uganda, Malawi, Kenya, Zambia, Singapore,
Gambia, Malta, Guyana, and such other Commonwealth
countries as the Governor-General may declare by pro-
clamation’’,

With the exception of the first three of them, every
single country that I have read out will have had Indepen-
dence since 1945,

5,25 p.m.

I would just like to point out that we have left out the
interpretation of ‘‘Commonwealth'' deliberately because
1 think it would be for the United Kingdom Government to
say what their definition of ‘‘Commonwealth'’ should be,
We could not define what a Commonwealth citizen is, If
you ask us what & British subjectis, we cannot describe it,

If you go to page 12, Section 3-02, line six —~ for the
words ‘*Act of Parliament' substitute ‘‘law’’, This section
would now read:- *‘3-02, Subject to the provisions of sec-
tions 3-03, 3-04 and 3-05 of this Constitution, no law shall
abrogate gbridge or infringe or authorise the abrogation,
abridgment or infringement of any of the rights and free-
doms hereinbefore recognised and declared and inparticu-
lar no law shall do any of the things which are enumerated
here thereunder, "

On page 12, in Section 3-02, paragraph (c) (ii)the Law
Society has suggested that we should make provision for
legal advisers to have the right to have private communi-
cation with their clients. We have inserted the word
‘‘private, ‘' It will now read:-*'

‘(c) deprive a person who has been arrested or
detained -~

(if) of the right to retain and instruct with-
out delay a legal adviser of his own
choice and to hold private communica-
tion with him;**

The word‘‘private’’has been inserted before the words
‘‘communication’’. We know what it is with a Sergeant of
Police leaning over your shoulder. Therefore I would be
the first person to uphold this amendment, Ido not say that
the Police go infor beating. I know what it has been like; so
I want to make it clear that when a lawyer interviews his
client and the client should make any staternent that he is
ill-treated by the Police or any s:aterment which he may
care to make, the Police Force is not near to hear such
statement, We have therefore put in this section to be en-
shrined in the Constitution,

Some hon, members may have on page 11, Chapter iii,
the words, ‘‘The Recognition and Production of Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms’’ printed intheir copies
which have been circulated, The word ‘‘Protection’’ is the
correct word; therefore, delete the word ‘‘Production*

. and substitute the word ‘‘Protection’’,




On page 15, Section 3-06, line three — after ‘‘sec-
tions*' add the words ‘‘of this Chapter*’,

The Section would now read:-

‘*3-06, (1) For the removal of doubts it is hereby de-
clared that if any person alleges that any of the provisions
of the foregoing sections of this Chapter or section 3-07 of
this Constitution has been, {s being, orislikely to be con-
travened in relation to him, then without prejudice to any
other action with respect to the same matter which is law-
fully available, that person may applytothe Supreme Court
for redress.

On Page 17, in Section 3-08, (1) (b) in the first line
the word ‘‘Proclamation’’ is spelt with a capital *‘P**,
Substitute & common ‘‘p*’.

5.35 p.m.

I come now to page 35 Section 5-11, After the word
‘‘Barbados'* delete the word ‘‘and” and words following
thereafter down to the word ‘‘state’, In Section 5-11(2) —
the whole paragraph is to be deleted and the following sub-
stituted:

“Parliament shall have the power to make provision

for —
(a) the accessionto Barbados of anyother territory
or state;
(d) any union or other form of association between

Barbados and any other territoryor stateon such
terms as may be agreed upon. *

So there are two changes, the deletion in Section
5-1(1) and the addition of provisions for accession in
paragraph 5-11(2), that paragraph being divided into sub-
sections (a) and (b) so that it will read: ‘‘Parliament shall
have power to make provisions for (a) the accession to
Barbados of any other territory or state: (b) any union or
form of association between Barbados and anyother terri-
tory or state on such terms as may be agreed upon.

There is no such provisioninthe Constitutionof Trini-
dad and Tobago; hence the Grenada predicament It is a
very important section,

Section 5-12 deals withamendments to the Constitution
and it reads as follows:- ‘*Subject to the provisions of this
section, Parliament may alter any of the provisions of this
Constitution. ** Sub-section (2) says: *‘(2) Insofar as it
alters —

(a)
®)

this section;

Sections 2-01 to 2-10 (inclusive), 3-01 to 3-14
(inclusive), 4-01, 5-01, 5-04, 5-11, 5-20, 5-25,
5-26, 6-01, 6-15, 6-19 to 6-21 (inclusive), 7-01
to 710 (inclusive),9-01 to 9-08 (inclusive),
10-01, 10-08 to 10-10 (inclusive)

a Bill for an Act of Parliament under this section shall
not be passed by Parliament unless at the final voting
thereon in each House it is supported by the votes of not
less than two-thirds of all the members of each House,'*

These Sections, you will remember, deal with what you
may call the entrenched provisions which cannot be altered
by ‘a simple vote of Parliament and Section 1-02 provides
that the Constitution shall be the supreme law of Barbados.
The figure 1-02 and a comma will be inserted after the
word ‘*Sections’’ {n line ¢ and you delete ‘*3-14'" and sub-
stitute therefor ‘3.08'', We orginally had fourteen sub-
sectfons but in doing the first re-draft we found that we had
some of these provisions in our existing laws in Barbados
and we would be only repeating something which was un-
necessary,

After 5-01 in the same line insert 5-02, Section 5-02
of the Constitution deals with the composition of the Senate
and this is one of the entrenched amendments which pro-
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vides that the composition of the Senate cannot be altered
by a simple vote of the Legislature because that will mean
that you will be able to change an entrenched provision of
the Constitution by a simple vote. This is one of the amend-
ments which the Law Society put forward and one which
we ourselves — withoutdetracting inanywayfrom the
suggestions made by the Law Society — felt soon after the
document was printed it would be safe to put in,

If you go back to the errata you will see that on page
42 we are inserting a new sectionto be numbered 5-23
which deals with restrictions on the powers of the Senate
etc,
5.45 p.m.

‘‘Restriction on
powers of
Senate as to
certain statu-
tory instruments

*“5-23 (1) Any statutory instrument
to which this section applies and which,
having been laid before the Senate in any
session at leastonemonth before the
end of the session, is not approved by
the Senate in that session shall, if it is
again laid before the Senate at leastone
month before the end of the next suc~
ceeding session (whether or not the
Senate and the General Assembly have
been dissolved between those two
sessions), be deemed to have beenap-
proved by the Senate at the end of the
latter session if it has notearlier been
so approved;

Provided that the foregoing provi-
sions of this subsection shall not have
effect unless at least seven months have
elapsed between the date on which the
statutory instrument is laid before the
Senate in the first session and the date
on which it is so laid inthe second ses-
sion,

(2) In this section ‘‘statutory in-
strument** means any document by
which the Governor General, a Minister
or any other executive authority has
exercised the power to make, confirm
or approve orders, rules, regulations
or other subordinate legislation, being
a power conferred by any Actof the
Istand (whether enacted beforeor after
the dayof , 1966) and the sta-
tutory instrument to whichthis section
applies are all statutory instruments in
respect of which itisprovided (in what-
ever terms) that they may not come into
force until approved by the Senate,
3) For the purpose of this sectiona
statutory instrument that islaid before
the Senate in any session shall be
deemed to be the same statutory instru-~
ment as a former statutory instrument
laid before the Senate in the preceding
session if, when it is laid before the
Senate, it is identical with the former
statutory instrument or contains only
such alterations as are certified bythe
President of the Senate to be necessary
owing to the time that has elapsed since
the date of the former statutory instru-
ment,

(4) Where the office of President is
vacant or the President is for anyrea-
son tnable to perform the functions con-
ferred upon him by the preceding sub-
section that function may be performed
by the Deputy President,

(5) Any certificate of the President
or Deputy President given under sub-
section (3) of this section shall be con-
clusive for all purposes and shall not be
questioned i{n any Court,’*




That {s quite a long amendment, but{tis in the Errata
on pages 4, 5 and 6; and as a result of the insertion of that
new provision, Section 5-23 now becomes 5-24, 5-24 be-
comes 5-25, 5-25 becomes 5-26, and 5-26 becomes 5-27,

In line 9 of Section 5-26 (3) on page 43, 5-26 should
read 5-27,

We are still dealing, Mr, Speaker, with Section 5-12
(2) (b) on page 36, and the amendments are as follows:-

Line one -- the figure **1-02'* and a comma to be in-
serted after the word ‘‘Sections’’,

Line two -~ substitute 3-08 for 3-14; after **5-01,'*
“*5-02'" and a comma to be {nserted,

Line three — substitute ‘*5-26'' for **5-25' and *'5-27"'
for **5-26"",

Line five — after the word ‘‘(inclusive,’* the numeral
and words ‘‘8-01 to 8-03 (inclusive),’’ to be inserted,

Line six — after **10-01'' the comma to be deleted and
the words *‘‘to 10-04 (inclusive)'* and a cormma to be in-
serted,

Now Sections 8-01 to 8-03 which we have just inserted
are the sections dealing with the Public Service Commis-
sion — the Powers and Functions of the Public Service
Commission, and Sections 10-01 to 10-04 deal with the
matters of finance to which I referred before. I have a new
Section 10-04, but I will deal with that when I come to it;
but this new Section 10-04 is going to be entrenched. This
is one which will be inserted through us in the Ministry
of Finance — that is, myself and the Financial Secretary;
but the suggestion for the entrenchment of the Powers and
Functions of the Public Service Commission, 8-01 to 8-03
have come from the Law Society and we accepted these
amendments,

We now turn from page 36 to page 42, but I think we
have already done that, and on page 43 all the re-number-
ing is done there as well, The next page is page 54 which
deals with the office of the Director of Public Prosecutions
whose office shall be a public office., After the word ‘*of-
fice'’ delete the full stop and add **and who shall be appoint-
ed by the Governor-General by instrument under the Public
Seal acting on the advice of the Judicial and Legal Service
Commission’” This places the Director of Public Prosecu-
tions on the same footing as the Puisne Judges. The whole
Section 6-19 (1) reads as follows'* -

*There shall be a Director of Public Prosecutions
whose office shall be a public office, and who shall be
appointed by the Governor-General by Instrument under the
Public Seal acting on the advice of the Judicial and Legal
Service Commission.*’

This is also a suggestion from the Law Society, an
amendment which is accepted by the Government,

On page 61, Mr, Speaker, dealing with the acting
Judges of the Supreme Court in the proviso to Section
7~03 (2), inline 2 - - after the word ‘‘office’’ delete the
full stop and add ‘‘by writing under his hand addressed
to the Governor-General’', The proviso therefore reads
as follows:~

“Provided that he may, at any time, resign his acting
gfefice bly writing under his hand addressed to the Governor-
neral,**

In Section 7-06 (1) on page 62 the same thing applies:

‘he may at any time resignhisoffice by writing under
his hand addressed to the Governor-General;”’

And then {t goes on:

‘‘and
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(b) the Geveynor»%ymrah acting {n the case of the

Chief Justice on the recommendation of the Prime
Minister or in the caseof any other Tudge on the ad-
vice of the judiclal and Legal Service Commission,
may peroiit & Judge who attains the age of sixty-five
vesrs to continue in office until he has attained such
later age, nhot exceeding sixty-seven years, as may
be agreed between them, '

5,65 p,m,

On Page 67, you will remember that we entrenched an
amendment; therefore 8-01, 8-02, and 8-03 deal with the
powers and authority of the Public Service Commission,

We then come o Page 83, Section 10-03 (5), lines six
and ten ~ for the word *‘into*’ substitute ‘‘in'* wherever it
it appears, That deals with "‘introduce into the General
Assembly' and it should read “‘introduce in the General
Assembly’’, The word “‘into'’ appears on two occasions
in lines six and ten.**lnto** is substituted by *‘in'’,

There is a very long amendment on page 84, It is one
which I erroneously referred to and this is dealing with the
finances, This again reiterates the autochthonous position
of our Constitition, This is in our existing Constitution,
As far as we are concerned, we are satisfied that there
is no misunderstanding with section 10-04 as it stands,
but in order that there should be no mistake about it, we
are deleting 10-04 snd we are replacing it by clause 38
of the existirg Letters Patent mutatis mutandis, It should
therefors e=d as foliows:-

‘A1l pubiic enies raised, or which shall be raised,
by authority .+f any law of the Island, shall be issued by
warrant under the hand of the Minister responsible for
finance or under the hand of some person authorised by
him in writng and disposed of for the support of the Gov-
ernment of the Island, or for such other purposes as shall
be particuiaily appoimted by such law, and nototherwise,'*

On Paun 27, Section 10-07 (4), iine three - delete the

words ‘‘appointed day'’ and substitute ** day of
1966,"" That is what we have to decide.

On page ¥3, Section 10-10 (2) (b), last line - for the
word “Fuilic’ substitute “Police’. It is to be *“‘Police
Service < nission’ and not “*Public Service Commis-
sion’*, I s another amendment from the Law Society,

On pege 52 - and thisis the last page in the document -

dealing witl. “aths' there is an amendment and there is
good reax: . for that, Inline seven - after ‘‘as’ delete the
word ‘e .o substitste “*Prime’’ and after /' insert
the word "1 ster’’,

I have Lad & long correspondence over that, The Gov-
ernment iz very concerned about the recklessuntruths and
misstatemenis which were imade by members of the Oppo-
sition about iransactions or other matters which were al-
leged to have taken place in Cabinet, That is why I said
that there are people in this country who deserve to be in
gaol,

We had a long correspondence withthe United Kingdom
Government explaining that members of the Opposition had
broken all the rules of the Constitution, and it was pointed
out 1o us that the provisions of our Qaths of Allegiance did
not sufficiently bind members of the Cabinet to the oath in
the way it does in Great Britain, In the other Common-
wealth countries all that they used to say was:-

R S SO .....do swear to Al-
mighty God that ! will be faithful to Her Majesty the Queen,
Her Heirs and Successors' or something like that,

Now, we are emending it that you may say:~
1 , being appointed
Prime Miaister /Minister /Parliamentary Secretary, do
swear that I will to the best of my judgment, at all times
when so required, freely give my counsel and advice to the
Governor-General (or any other person for the time being
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lawfully performing the functions of that office) for the
good management of the public affairs of Barbados, and I
do further swear that I will notonany account , at any time
whatsoever, disclose the counsel, advice, opinion or vote
of any particular Minister or Parliamentary Secretary and
that I will not, except with the authority of the Cabinet and
to such extent as may be required for the good management
of the affairs of Barbados, directly or indirectly reveal
the business or proceedings of the Cabinet or the nature
or contents of any documents communicated to me as
Prime Minister /Minister /Parliamentary Secretary or any
matter coming to my knowledge it my capacityas such and
that in all things I will be a true and faithful Prime Min-
ister Minister /Parliamentary Secretary.

So help me God,'
The amendment is inserted as well,

The ridiculous situation that we have found ourselves
in is when we had certainpurveyors of lies and speculators
in evil, certain things taking place in Cabinetor that were
not taking place, were brought out, We found ourselves in
this position that I could havegot up and said that this thing
did not take place or that this thing took place in order to
refute what those very people were going around saying:
but then I would be disclosing a secret, They went around
saying to the Leader of the Opposition that this thing had
taken place or had not taken place because they were in
debt to him politically, financially or otherwise,

6,05 p.m,

You get the Leader of the Opposition getting up and
saying that it is an open secret that such-and-such a thing
took place in the Cabinet,I could have called any of them
damned liars or anything that would have beenparliament-
ary, but as a lawyer I realised that if you say that some-
thing did not take place in Cabinet you are saying what did
take place, I wrote to some of the various experts in the
UK, and we were advised that there was not much that we
could do about it, as a resultofthe rather inadequate Pro-
missory Oaths Act which we have in this country, This
follows the UK, Oath of Allegiance and it is one which we
intend to embody in the Constitution,

I donot have to warnother Ministers that from the date
of Independence if they are so misguided asto get up in the
Legislature and say that something did or did not take
place in Cabinet it would not be a question of resignation,
The Director of Public Prosecutions would be induty bound
without any direction to prosecute them under the Promis-
sory Oaths Act, There are some people who are so indis-
creet or malicious that they should never aspire to be
Cabinet Ministers because they cannot keep their mouths

uiet and they will only put themselves introuble after In-
ependence, I mean members on the Opposition side, of
course,

Mr. Speaker, inintroducing any matter of this kind in
this Chamber, we usually postpone the Preamble, Wehave
prepared a Preamble, but the customary procedure would
be to circularise members of the Assembly, and the Pre-
amble would be put after the approval of the House is given
to the Constitution itself,

Before 1 sit down I should like to make it clear that
any sensible amendments which would improve the Consti-
tution and make it a more democratic document than it is
would be welcomed by the Government, and this is a matter
of free conscience, In a matter like the Constitution any
members of the House whether absent or present can in
this House, in this Place, make any proposals to the Gov-
ernment, and the Government will give them the same
mature consideration that we give to the submissions made
by private practitioners, the Law Society as a body and the
members of the Chamber of Commerce, We cannotdo any-
thing more than that, They have had the opportunity, but
this Government will never show so muchcontempt for the
Parliamentary instititions of which we form an integral
part, or debase the Constitution by discussingitin Cheap-
side, Bullens Alley or Watkins Alley and not have it on

record of the Legislature, That is this Government’s con-
tention, and we are prepared to defend that contention, We
are not prepared to defend our Draft to the death if some-
thing appears to us to have some element of commonsense
or justice; but we do not intend to keep this debate down to
the gutter where the Opposition now has it,

They can keep it there, Mr,Speaker. They will emerge
from the gutter and with the grime onithem they will get on
the plane, I do not want any dirty person sitting down in
a plane with me: so I advise themto make use of the facil-
ities we have at Graves End and have a bath and get the
dirt off them,

When they get to Londonthey must realise that Mr, Lee
{s no school master for this Government, I want to make
this clear. The Government has accepted, as you can see,
a large number of amendments from people who are not
even elected representatives of the people. You would not
want me, Sir, to reiterate what Mr, Lloyd George said at
the time the Irish Constitution that ‘‘we are going to follow
the example which has been set in the framing of every
Constitution throughout the Empire, The Constitution is
drafted in this Island by the territory, the Imperial Par-
l{ament taking such steps as may be necessary to legalise
these decisions,’’

Mr, Speaker, I beg to move that this Resolution do
now Pass ((Cheers)

Hon, G, G, Fergusson: I beg to second that,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, after the Hon, Premier
has given a long dissertation on this Constitution I do not
think I should do more than move the adjournment; but I
know that the motion should be seconded in its formal
sense and I think that we should take the opportunity to
place on record not only our satisfaction at the way in
which the Premier dealt with the matter, but the conspicu-
ous inability of those who adorn this Chamber to partici-
pate in a useful exercise,

If I were a dictator 1 would make it a condition of
entering this Chamber that a member should have some
elementary lessons in parliamentary conduct and under-
standing, Governments cannot be run by fools, the unedu-
cated and unlearned, There are too many uninitiated people
practicing politics, Fortunately it is a crime for any un-
registered or quack doctor to practice on the human body,
but it {s nothing wrong for a bunchof fools to send a whole
nation {nto misery,

Those who have stayed away must have seenthe writ-
ing on the wall, that the time is coming when outside of
this Chamber is the place for them, Theygo into the mar-
ket place, They are reducing the Constitutiondebate of this
country to the Market Square, May be in these days they
hear so much about the European Common Market that
they believe that any market place is an appropriate place
to discuss serious matters, But the European Common
Market in itself is not a debate on markets, but a debate
with the parliamentarians of the six European Countries,
6,15 p.m,

The Premier did not emphasise this, and itis for him
to doit, butIamgoing todo it; I think we have demon-
strated and will continue to demonstrate that there are
people in this Island whose main {ntention is to create a
damaging image of the Hon, Premier and his Party to the
extent that they do not care ifthey damage the whole coun-
try, I have enough positive evidence by the number of
threatening letters I have received fromtimeto time which
could form a picture gallery in any museum, Underlying
all of them is the theme that the Premier and myself and
the Hon, Minister of Education are collaborating. I was to
have died on 1st March, 1966, But I am like Saint Paul; I
die daily, In public life you die daily with the evil around
you and sometimes the monumental ignorance you have to
wade through, and this number of threatening letters
coincides with the speeches you hear, and the innuendos
you get coming out of the mouths of some of their satellites
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about who should he destroved; and some of them acciden-
tally use the same type of language that is found in their
poison pen letters,

Now [ find in Barkades that too many Barbadians are
umnwilling 1o speak out boldly against wickedness and ignor-
ance, They are two twin brothers, It is difficult for an {g-
norant man to be other than wicked, and sometimes things
are done more ocutof ignorance thanoutof evilmindedness,
Those who pretend thar they represent people and who have
been placed in g position of responsibility are completely
waware of what their responsibility involves, and this
whole exercise of independence and the debate throughout
this country is a ciassic example of the stupendous ignor-
ance we have to deal with in political matters. They have
absolinaly ne pelitical sagacity whatsoever, because if they
had thev would realise that even the recently independent
nations of East Africa, kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika find it
difficult to fedarate evenr after becoming independent, Why?
To federste is a political exercise for the leaders: so you
must find a common community of interest with the other
territories with whom you going to federate before you can
begin to talk. Some of thern speak about federation as if it
is welding two bodies of steel together insome engineering
shop, and all you need is a good welder 1o icin Barbados
with St, Tucig or Deminica by applying the rorch, removing
the sea and bringing the land together so that it is one bit
of land. Thev forget yon have todealwith persons who are
political leaders, and vou have toaskifthey have the same
political faith or the same political philosophy. If you want
a classic example of the difficulties, take our little island
where some of them pretend that they possess the same
Socialist philosophy as the members of the Government, and
vet they cannot find a common area of agreement, How much
more can we find a common area cof agreement with people
who live in another territory?

Some of the members who belong to this Chamber have
said so much againstend about the Premier {n a derogatory
manner that even in their letter to you, Mr, Speaker, they
had the imperiinence of writing about some spurious au-
thority which the Legislature would give to the passing of
this Draft Constitution, They are absolute politicaldunces,
They are talkinyg about Parliament giving spurious authority,
As the Premier has rightly said, notonlydo they want rule
by the minority, but without understanding politics what-
soever they want to project in a community like this that
in political issues there must of necessity be two sides,
The Hon. Premier likened it toa cricketor football match,
This {s no cricket or football matchwithtwo opposing par-
ties, and therefore to have good politics you must of
necessity have opposiricn to commonsense, and common-
sense must be redvced to the ridiculous farce where it
must be opposed on a political issue in order to demon-
strate that vou are giving the Opposition a chance.

I think in my political career I have dealt with the
Leader of the Opposition, The Leader of the Opposition
is not the Leader of that Party. He has been used by that
Party as a physical demonstration to project animage that
is damaging to the body of politics and society in this coun-
trv as a whole, Tmake that analysis to show that it is easier
to get a rail inanycoionialterritorylike the Leader of the
Opposition in this melodramatic role which he plays than
ever togetthe hon, junior member for Christ Church stand-
ing on & political platform and demnonstrating with sincerity
and purpose a belief in the cause of the working class man,
The reason for that is that when menlike the Leader of the
Opposition become the standard bearers of the rich, they
are no longer poor, but are brought out of the reslms of

poverty and adorned by those who sit in rich places,
6,25 p.m.

Men like the hon. humior member for Christ Church
should get on a public platform as was done when we had a
demonstraticn here hy the late A, E, S. Lewis who went to
a premature grave based on the strengthof his conscience
in associating himself with the working class movement in
a positive marner, Because of that, he paid the supreme
price,

I met the Hon. Leader of the Opposition at a meeting
when we were discussing this merter snd to have become
the leader of the Opposition, e needs to be thankful, All
that he has got i3 this £ld time political vote-catching
technique. He has uo prolections for the removal of pov-
erty, but repeats the same injunction, that philosophy, that
‘the poor shall always be with us and had it not been for
the grace of God, there wonld 1 ave been,’ He has made
that benediction: therefore you can have millions of poor
people. You find him makirg use of 811 1hese meaningless
phrases.

The time has come when people must be bold enough
to have ideas; and as regards this ameigamationof nothing-
ness, if [ had my way aboue it T weald huet g lot of people,
Who ever engineered it ides that in Barbades this
little composition on thix side of the Table calling itself
the Opposition has any right to go o London, creating un-
necessary expense on the public purse? The Opposition is
comprised of two iittle groups of four rnembers each, and
you get mathematicians and the newspapers writing quite
a lot of ignorance suying that the Party which Jost the last
elections got more votes than the fifteen members of the
D.L.P.. 1 should like tvo flog &1} those who write these
things until they write the right thing. i told & man 8o and
he said that somebody at Oxfcrd had written it and be is a
mathematician. I do net mean o atrsck mathematicians,
but the question of voring is not ¢lficudt mathematics for
one to work out. You have double member constituencies
and you have the cveriapping of votes, According to how
you worked out this, you are givirg mvvotes to my losers,
and when you have finished counting upvouare saying that
my losers got more votes than I got!

Seme years ago, they appointed a man as Elections
Officer to control elections and he came tp with the ma-
thematical calculation to prove that by the number of votes
polled, they would be bigger than the total population of
Barbados, inchding the people in the almshouse, the
little children and the people in Glendairy, They came to
this conclusion by multiplying one vote by four. He then
added them all together and said that so many people voted
for those who were elected and then you add up all of the
votes for the losers together snd vou said that more people
voted for the losers, He produced & conundrumof a larger
number of votes in the parish shan the population of the
whole parish because you had this msss ignorance that in
St, Michae] of the candidates who Jost the election, one got
10,000 votes, another 22,000, and ancther 7,000 and another
4,000 and the man whe wonthe election only getting 23,000,
When vou added up the votes of the people who went to the
poll, youonlygot 20,000, He produced mrere votes than
persons, Therefore, you got this sort of thing, this non-
sense which was written in the newspapers.

One of our colleagnes ssid that unfortunately, there is
no medical prescription for ignerance, You cannot send a
man to a pharmacy snd prescribe to give himn Fhensic or
Cafenol or any aiti-biotics that would remedy ignorance;
therefore, unfortunately, we have io live in a democracy
with ir. Since the prejection of independence came up, we
have had this urnleashing of ignorance which has caused
people outside of Barbados who geve Barbadians credit for
being an educated people to be now wondering what it is
now that the Barbadians are eating. in this exercise which
we have been discussing, bty the actions of meinbers of the
Opposition, they cannot imagine that there could be this lot
of ignorance over indeperdence, T {5 dameging to our
country, and our friends on the other nide have lost the
debate and the batile cn independence,

Sir, 1 am going back prior tothe debate in this Cham-
ber on independence, One of the former Ministers who left
the Government told me: **You will never win the debate
in the House on independence, ** At that time he was satis-
fied that the House was the correct place to determine
whether vou should have independence or not, They went
throughout the island holding meetings, and when the de-
bate came to an end end they found that the Party in power
won the debate in no uncertsin manner, then they started
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with their suggestion that you should have elections first,
They said that after independence and the present Premier
was in power, there would be no election,

Mr, Speaker, look around us, The Hon, Premier would
be & fool to imagine that he can look at the present mem-
bers of the Barbados Legislature and state that after in-
dependence, there would be no election,

8.35 p.m.

That was as damaging a statement as anyone could make
about our {mage,

Then they put in the question of Elections. As [ said
on the last occasion even the Chamber of Commerce which
has always boasted that they are non-political, said that
they liked the draft Constitution, They said thatit is a good
draft and they have made amendments, but they too are
calling for Elections, - before what?Before Independence?

Mr. Spzaker, analyse it, Are there any conflicts -be-
tween the holding of Elections and Independence inthe Bar-
badian context? Here in the Barbadian context an Election
has to be held in the normal course of things; but Inde-
pendence is not & ‘must’ in the normal course of things,
Independence is a profection by the Government in power
and it is a projection that has taken our opponents by sur-
prise, Their way of approaching this Government is to
oppose the Government by mistakes, They are just like
-some boys who like to copy. They look into your book, and
right or wrong they are writing also; so when one has to go
out of the class both must go, But they are not projecting

anything,

What do they have to say? They say they wanted Fed-
eration, Do you believe, Mr, Speaker, that the Labour
Party as a Party should have the brass, the affrontery and
the shamelessness seeing what has taken place with Fed-
eration to invite this country to form a Federation after
the painful exercise that the first Federal Prime Minister

'{xﬂas 9produced, with all the opportunities that destiny gave
m?

If ever there was a man to whom destiny was kind it
was kind to the first.Prime Minister of the West Indies,
But if every man could have been born dumb he would have
been & better Prime Minister because he would not have
been able to make those empty, meaningless, stupid, anti-
Federation speeches that he made and kill the whole idea
of Federation under his very feet,

He is accusing someone of dictatorship, After having
had to deal with him so long I could give lessons on dicta-
torship when the hon, junfor member for St, Peter was in
here, I know that on a number of occasions he cried like a
baby at the hands of his new Dean, We all remember speci-
fically when the then Premier said that he wanted to restore
the lost dignity of the Chair, and hedid it by removing him
from the Chair and elevating Dr, Cummins, These are ex-
amples we can show when the time comes,

Mr, SPEAKER: The bon, member would, of course,
make {t clear to which Speaker he is referring,

Mr, WALCOTT: You, Sir, were never removed, You
were installed,

Mr, SPEAKER: I am grateful for that assurance,

Mr. WALCOTT: The hon, member wanted to run for
Elections, The whole Party said that this is the man who
should run, but the man who believes in the tenets of de-
mocracy said to his whole Party that if they ran him he
will get up and speak on the other man's platform, [ was a
fledgling in those days but now resentment was boiling in
me to see that one man can say that for a whole body of
men,

The Premier is being accused by this gentleman of
_being a dictator and he has promised to remove this coun-

try from dictatorship; but that is playing the game that the
business people have been playing and are stillplaying, the
game of economic dictatorship - the game of ostracism,

keeping us, as they say, in our places economically, Those
people who are accusing the Premier of dictatorship are

not saying what they are going to do to stop this type of
economic dictatorship which we see in this island, Here

in this island there is a mass of people on one side and a

minority of people on the other; and the disparity of living
between the two is as great as that between the developed

nations and the developing nations, Those of us who try to
erase this find that we meet this strong opposition from
these political mocking birds,

It {s time that we must be blunt {n our statements and
not hide anything or be even willing to make believe that
we do not want to call a spade a spade, The Premier is
being accused of being a dictator, If he had gone to London
without stating what the Constitution was, they would have
said: ‘“We do not know what the Constitutionis,’* When they
went to England on the Federal Constitutionthey had meet-
ings and meetings on closer association, Theyhad private
meetings and public meetings, but no draft came here, We
approve in principle the idea of a Federation, No members
of the Opposition and no political party at that time had a
greater majority standing in the House than the present
Government possesses, The present Government has 15
out of 24 members, So far as the Opposition is vis-a-vis
the whole membership of the House, they cannot claim any
greater representation than the one they have,

The Government has placed this draft Constitution
before Parliament who are the ones to decide, But Par-
liament is no longer sovereign, apparently; itis subsidiary,
They forget that you get your authoritytobe in Parliament
from the outside, We do not getour authority to be in Par-
liament by privilege, class or birth, Our authority comes
from the electorate: but each time you get the authority
of the electorate the minority wants to say: ‘‘“No; you do not
have the authority; we have the authority,’' They are now
saying that they are in a better position to know how the
Government could make its plans than the Government it-
self, because the members of the Government are so in-
competent,

6.45 p.m,

I would 1like to make it quite clear that in some mat-
ters the Premier is more tolerant than I am, I believe I
am a man who {s not given sometimes to being as rash as
he is, but I make no apology for saying that when you have
to choke a man, youshould choke himto the death, I realise
that in this political aree in whichwe are dealing now, they
are leaving no stone unturned from the point of view of
damage, They are not debating or discussing anything, but
they have said that the Premier is going to put us in gaol
and people would not be able to go about freely, What has
surprised them - and they are notwillingto say it - is that
the Draft Constitution is so liberal in content that they
have nothing really to say, It is not a document for criti-
cism; it is a document for tidying up if you want to do
something about it, They do not want us to see what they
are writing, but will keep their issves until examination
day to see who has come first, as if the Conference is being
held at their instigation, The Government has a responsi-
bility; and if the Government walks out there can be no
Conference because the Secretary of State cannot meet
themn; so the reverse is really the situation, They have
the idea that Mr, Leeor somebody is waiting until they go,
If this was not a public affair, I would like to show then
how powerful they are by refusing to go to London and let
them go and tell Mr, Lee.

The Salvation Army is a very good organisation that
we respect, It is doing anexcellent work in this community,
but some political leaders seem to be gradually following
the Pentecostal style of holding meetings and begging for
things to take them into Glory, They are going to boycott
Parliament where you do not have to pay to enter and to
where they hzve been elected. They want to fleece the
pockets of the people in being sentto London, but the grava-
men of their argument is that they must go to London, and
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they are so silly about these matters that they want to tell
the Secretary of State that we do not want independence, or

i{f we are going to have independence, let it come i{n 1980,

They do not understand the trend of the world today. Great

Britain has its hands full with Rhodesia, and Mr, Ian Smith
is giving the Prime Minister of Great Britain the biggest
dance he has ever had by a minority Government, I do not
want to be unkind to any of them, but I know that if it had
been a Government of black men over the majority, there
would be no question of not using force, As much force

was used against the Kikyuans in their own country for the

minority of people living in Kenya as if it had been & war.

Somebody has to tell the Britishthat they cannot go on with
the preservation of the white English as against the African

where they were born in their own country,

Mr. Speaker, we have some Kenyans inthis Assembly
and they are projecting in this Island the same sort of idea;
and when vou press them on why theydo not want Indepen-
dence for Barbados and having Barbadians become self-
reliant and coming to terms with themselves, they ask the
stupid question whether we can afford it, like the old time
concept about marriage, The Barbadian concept is that you
should not marry unless you own a house, but you can have
an unmarried woman have nine children for youin a house,
and whenyoudie, theycansay: **So-and-sowas my father, '
This is the sort of slave mentality injected in Barbados
which has permeated our society, and that is why you find
among the working classes in this island the idea that
this is not an exercise that was meant for them, but meant
for people who can afford it

Now they want to know if we can afford Independence.
We canafford poverty, but we cannot have freedom. Do
you know why? There is still prevalent in this island the
idea that we must have a reserve force of unemployed
available even to do the job of cutting cane, There is a row
if you cannot get a cane cutter because somebody has a
cane cutter put in a corn jar until he pulls him out to cut
his canes, and when he isfinished cutting the canes, he can
disappear in the atmosphere like g sputnik Nobody asks
what has become of himafter, becauseitis his business or
the Government‘s business

In Independence we have to come to terms with these
problems which have been left with us from Colonial days
gnd which we have never challenged at the very core. That
is where our task will lie. We are aware that we are not
entering {nto any easy road on Independence, but we are
not looking for Easy Street. If we were looking for Easy
Street, we would not enter public life, The only ones in
public life who can look for Easy Street are the ones who
are indifferent and want to live a life of ease: but those of
us who have spent many years in public life will realise
that it is no East Street, especially in communities where
you have to toil daily with an army of thousands of people
at your heels and You have to be thinking momently of how
to deal with them,

1 think the Premier has been very considerate in that
he fave all members of the Community an opportunity to
criticise the Draft Constirution, We are not passing a Bill,

With alldue respect to you, Mr, Speaker, people do not
realise that there are lawyers and lawyers, and I do not
know what I would do with some of them if I had my own
way,

8.55 p.m,

People do not realise that there are doctors and doc-
tors and that there are priests and priests, That is why
they have examinations, A lawyer that has just scraped
through in his examinations cannot be the same thing as
one that ran through, There are runners and runners,
“Goot’’ better known as Mr, Hutson was a runner also,
Not long ago, therewas an Ethiopian who ran a marathon;
he ran it bare-footed, but won ft,

I have been saying to the Premier some time ago that
1 hope he will not fall into this Barbadian trap that many
people who have been educated have fallen into, Some peo-
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ple said that he did constitutional law and somebody said:
**In diapers’’. They also said that after hedid Constitutional
law, all the books were burnt, You get all these fulmina-
tions which mean nothing, Therefore, when you tell me
that you know what this Constitution means, look and see
if there is a one-man Constitution, You hear these stupid
ideas coming from the other side that they have the last
word in constitutional matters; yet they donotwant to help
the Government, They talk as if the Government is drawing
water out of a well, and the Government finds it difficult
to get it out; therefore, the Government has to come to
them and ask for help. They had two men who used to go
up to Colonial Office and come back and fool us, Colonial
Office is an old building in ChurchStreet, London and when
you go in there, you find some people wearing some cor-
duroy jackets and some of them have never even seen the
Secretary of State, Those people whom I was talking about
make & big issue out of this sort of thing that they went up
to Coloniel Office and had a talk with the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, Mr, Anthony Greenwood, the former
Secretary of State told me thatwhenever [come to l.ondon
1 should drop in and see him, They came back here and
made a rumpus, They said ‘I went over to Colonial Office
and had a chat with the Secretary of State.‘' They talk as
if, when they saw the Secretary of State for the Colonies
and had a chat, they had some secret conversation with
him, They talk as if the Secretary of State when he is
meeting persons other than the Governor, talks anything
other than the same pleasantries which he would talk to
anybody else, They talk as if when you go up there, the
Secretary of State would say: *‘I really have something
which I would like to let Mr, Barrow know.*’

Mr, SPEAKER: I hope the hon. member is not ad-
dressing a member of this House,

Mr, WALCOTT: 1 am talking of the conversations
which they say go on in England, They say: ‘“You know,
when Mr, Brancker came up here, he came in and had a
talk with us and I know you know something of the law,*'
They come back here and make these kind of statements
as if people do not go to England and they have this sort
of country idea that youcame back telling some person that
vou had a conversation with the Secretary of State.

I go to Geneva, I would not come back and say that
in Geneva the sun does not shine, or that when you drink
water there, you do not have to eat food. That is the sort
of nonsense which must be removed from people's mouths,
their giving the public the idea that the Secretary of State
for the Colonies is going to tell this Government: ‘*You
know that I know you wrote the Draft Constitution before
you sent and told me anything about it, and since you have
drafted it before you told me, I am going to tear it up,’*

The object of what they want to do is to create the
impression that they can perpetuate the dilly-dallying
tactics, and that by creating this sort of political mon-
strosity this amounts to doing something to the Govern-
ment, That is why they want the Secretary of State for the
Colonies to feel that they are not in favour of it,

They talk of having an election first, I can take on
both the two political leaders in the Opposition before the
Secretary of State. I would let them talk first and I am
sure that whenever they are finished, they are bound to
end up like fools, For men to engage in these political
matters, they must read; they cannot play this by ear.
They always play their politics by ear, that is to say, they
always hear something, When you come inhere, you cannot
hear; you are not a lawyer, The two leaders of the two
parties of the Opposition remind me of an article which I
read about in a newspaper, The columnist went from one
point to another and after you had tried to come down to
earth with all that he wrote, youwere still left in mid-afr.
That is indicative of Barbadian temperament, Here is a
writer writing something on a political issue, The position
is that the Opposition was staying away from the debate,
and he had not looked for an area of agreement but is
keeping himself with an open view, You have not fallen,
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but you are not standing, When you read the newspapers
here and you look for a body of positive thinking, all that
you find is somebody coming out against the Hon, Premier
and saying that he {s taxing the people too high, There is
always some negative thinking.

7.05 p.m.

On this question of Independence they do not feel that
there is any question of creating a spirit of nationalism in
the Barbadian, and letting Barbadians feel that they have a
right to be able to govern themselves, although in one
context they will say that the Barbadian is individualistic.
If a person is individualistic, that is one of the components
of independence, It means that you are thinking for yourseif,

In this exercise, all that we are demonstrating is that
the Barbadian society after so many years of political
tutelage should be in a position totake care of its political
destiny,

My view, Mr, Speaker, is that this is not only an
occasion for courage, but it is a moment of destiny for us,
This is our moment of destiny, and there will be nothing
to turn us back from this road of our destiny, No man, no
woman, living in a Colonial territorylike ours at this stage
of our social and political history has any right to begin
to talk about the postponement of accepting the vital
challenge of governing ourselves, We have been governed
by others for hundreds of years, and all that it has left us
still is & community of barefootedness, poverty, ignorance
and disease, It is still a community with a large number of
inmates {n the Mental Hospital. It is still a community in
which although the national income has risen workers are
still poor, That is the challenge you have to accept. That
is why I said that this is the moment of destiny, That is
what the Premier and all of us have to face, this nonsense
about the process of democracy, whichis merely an attempt
to work against us on our onward road to Independence,
Because we are trying to emancipate the people, we hear
this hogwash about dictatorship and this contention that in
the name of democracy they will notdo this or that, But in
the name of democracy we do not only have a duty to our-
selves, but to posterity; and when you talk about putting
people in gaol, gaol was meant for criminals, and therefore
the criminal element must be set aside fromthe law-abiding
element,

We are not going to sit down and allow the criminals
to take over, We have seen that in many instances the
processes of democracy have been misused, We can see
that as long as some people can get their end served, they
will use any method in pursuing it, I feel that this time we
need men of courage in the real sense, men who see these
issues standing out in their community,

Why do they keep on talking about dictatorship? They
krow that in Western democracies dictatorship is one of
those sort of terms that can be used to give an impression
of sabotage and corruption, When you are not afraid of
what is being said, every aspect of your rule is taken as
being dictatorship.

The British Parliament endows the Prime Minister
with power no less than what the Russian Parliament endows
Mr, Kosygin with, The difference is thatoneis used within
the confines of Parliament and the other in the confines
of their Party. Mr. Harold Wilson tonight is as much a
dictator in the U. K, as Mr. Kosygin is in Russia. The
difference is that one i{s a Police State and the other is a
Free State, In so far as the powers reside in the Prime
Minister of Great Britain, he has all the powers that Mr,
Kosygin or even Castro of Cuba possesses, You cannot
run a Government without power and you cannot run a
country when you are afraid to rule; and with people who
have no respect for the rule of law and order you have
sometimes got to be relentless in order to bring those
people to their senses,

‘ I can see that there was s gradual inroad into the
hreaking down of good government in this country by those

unworthy elements that exist and are being used by people

under the guise of wanting democracy, They want democracy
until they get one; but when they get into power, you see
what they do. Those of us who have had dealings with the
Labour Party for many years have chapter and verse for
it,

We have heard what they said about single member
constituencies, They said they would not introduce anything
that was not suitable to them, But the Government in power
must introduce something that is not suitable to them, This
pressure for an election is to suitthem, Mr, Harold Wilson
called an election when it suited him, Why not call him a
dictator? The Premier of Barbados must call an election!
They do not want anelectionnow; they want to go to London
now, When it comes to things like this, the Secretary of
State knows how to deal with this sort of element,

When some of the British people pulled out from some
of these territories, that is why they leave a lot of blood
shed behind, They give the impression to these elements
that they can rise up and create all of these things and then
they use their Navy to quell them,

7,15 p.m,

You have this example in many of the newly independent
countries, because they gave grist to the mill of some of
the unsavoury elements which existed under the guise of
democracy, and we have to watch this, It is not a question
of democracy that is at stake, because {n the Constitution
which the Premier has read out, what more do you want
entrenched than the fundamental rights of freedom of the
individual? What I would like to see added to this Constitu-~
tion some day is the citizenship of a person made easier
and not expensive, and a breaking awayfromthis old-time
English legal system which degrades the communities in
which you live, When children are born, they are citizens
and you should stop this jazz about legitimacy, and allow
children to be born and be respected as citizens. Tell the
Churches that they must cut out all this jazz they are
talking about, and letthere be nofooling. You cannot super-
impose a Western European civilisation on people of
African descent who have to live inthese communities with
the heritage they have, without giving them all the things
and the traditions they have todealwith, and it is time that
we in these colonies starttoemerge with something to give
the community self-respect in the same way thatthe African
can reckon that evervbody is born as a citizen without any
reference to these things over which they have no control.
Mayhe some persons should be made to get citizenship,

The Premier krnows, Mr, Speaker, thatthere are some
people in this community who are satellites; they are
neither British subjects or any kind of subjects; they have
been squatting here, may be, for the last thirty or forty
years, and I think that is something we will have to do to
help them,

I would like to end, Mr. Speaker, by drawing the Pre-
mier’s attention to what I consider would be an important
exercise in London. Seeing the reaction whichthe delegation
in England is receiving from the Secretary of State on
economic aid, I feel that the political id{ots we have should
be in their places to join in a concerted effort when we go
to talk about economic aid. I wantto say here and now that
1 do not subscribe to the political ignorance that exists in
Barbados and elsewhere that when you are becoming
independent, you cannot seek economic aid. They have not
one single clue as to what economic aid with the context
of political independence means. Britain is giving aid to
many countries, and the United States isgiving aid to many
countries, If the money spent on the war in Vietnam had
been utflised within Vietnam itself for economic aid, all
the Viethamese would stop fighting, We have to be bold and
courageous enough to say that economic ald {s going to be
essential to us, We will have our problems after Indepen-
dence, because Britain is talking about joining the European
Economic Community, Ask the two leaders what exercise
they have given to the thought of economic aid, Ask the
leaders what thought they have given to the relation with
the International Monetary Fund, Ask them whether they
think it is working in the best interest of developing
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countries, They think this is an exercise not for them, but
for the Manager of the Royal Bank of Canada or the Manager
of Barclays Bank., They do not realise this is an exercise
for politicians and these are the things we should be clear
on. They are not willing to see these things, and they have
contracted outof a responsibility they have inthe Assembly,

The Premier said that those who are calling for an
election got bowled out, but I know that during the election
as has been the case during elections, they will appeal to
the umpire. They cannot bat so well; so they say you are
bowling too fast, and they send around their satellites to
tell you that you should not tell him so. That is what you
and I have done, but they are free to say all things about
the Premier and Walcott, The only thing they have not
called me is a gentleman, They have said that I am joining
with the Premier to take over, but two cocks cannot live
in one house, They are still playing standpipe politics, and
their association has to be viewed from what they think
they can get out of it, that their public life would be condi-
tioned to what they have,

Mr, Speaker, I would be failing in my duty not only
as a citizen but as a man who is in an organisation that
wields some power in this Island if Idid not see the subter-
fuge, the subversivetactics, and the undermining techniques
that are militated against one man at this stage, and I know
it will interfere with the body politic. I feel I would be
failing in my duty if I did not take the stand I am taking,.
In many respects, some of us in Barbadian politics take
it for granted. I am not taking it for granted. We are at
a very serious stage of our existence. I have been reading
evervthing that people have been saving, Only two days
ago an employer in the Windward Islands made a speech
to the extent of talking about dictatorships. Whenever
people like us begin to come to grips with political or
economic power, they cry wolf,

7.25 p.m.

When this Government came into power in 1961, they
were charged with being ‘‘wild boys*’, From the charge of
being ‘‘wild boys’’, it was changed to ‘‘joining with the
rich,’* Personally, I would say that when you reach a cer-
tain age, whether in cricket, football, politics, dancing,
singing or anything like that, youmust know when to retire,
However, you have some people who have no riddance of
themselves and they do not take any introspection to re-
alise that ‘‘this is the time for me to come off the track.’"

I feel that the demonstration which the Oppositionhas
made will in no way damage the Hon. Premier nor his Par-
ty but rather enhance our reputation, Like the idiots they
are, with no political sagacity, they came into the House to-
day not even knowing parliamentary tactics, waited for us
to accommodate themn with something, and then they picked
up their papers and walked back out like political fools.
They have not only demonstrated but manifested beyond any
doubt what they are,

Sir, I have great pleasure in seconding this Resolution,
SUSPENSION OF SITTING

Ur. (GOl KN rose to speah,

Hon, J, C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that
this sitting be now suspended until 8,15 p,m,

Hon, N, W, BOXILL: I beg to second that,
The question iwas put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division,

The sitting was
7.30 p.m.
On resumption,

Mr, SPEAKER: When the sitting was suspended, what
took place on the motion before the House was that the hon,
junior member for St, Lucy moved, seconded by the hon,
junior member for St, Thomas, that the sitting be sus-
pended,

adjourned accordingly,
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Hon. N, W, BOXILL: Mr, Speaker, I reserve my right
to speak later,

Mr, SPEAKER: The question is -

Mr, CORBIN: Mr, Speaker, when the House was sus-
pended, asIunderstand from Your Honour, the hon, junior
member for St, Lucy moved the motion and the hon, junior
member for St, Thomas seconded it, The hon, junior mem-
ber for St. Thomas has given way, I think it is your pre-
rogative to tell me what to do.

Mr, SPEAKER;: Well, the hon, senior member for St.
Andrew caught my eye; therefore, he may proceed,

Mr, CORBIN: Sir, this is one of the most distinguished
times in the history of Barbados. I understand from the
Hon, Premier that this Island for 300 years was under colo~
nialism and the time has come now when you intend to
make a change in the Constitution,

I have in my hand a copy of the Draft Constitution of
Barbados, and the Hon. Premier and the Government have
invited all hon. members of this Chamber to make a con-
tribution onthe Draft Constitution. Members of the Oppo-
sition have boycotted the debates on it. This is something
which I never thought they would do because this is a dis-
tinguished time, However, the Hon, Premier has invited
members of this House to contribute to the debate and if
their material is good, I believe this Government would
attain what they have in mind,

As regards the action of members of the Opposition,
it puts me {nmind of undergraduates attending a University
and after years of attendance, they boycott their final ex-
amination. Every man in this Island {s longing to hear what
the Opposition has to say on this matter, bit where are
they? Are we to understand that they cannot measure up
to the examination standard, so they have all stayed away ?
Mr, Speaker, I remember when God guided the people of
Israel in an inspiration to go and choose a king, He said
that if they chose a king, ‘I will give him into you’, The
people went and chose a king,

Why has the Opposition boycotted this debate ? I shudder
to think that they have bovcotted this debate because it has
shown me clearly that they have nothing to offer.

Sir, there is to be a change now of this Island’'s Consti~
tution after 300 years, There are amendments to be made
to the Draft, and the Opposition should be here even to say
what is wrong, and if they think something is wrong, to get
up and debate it,

8,25 p.m,

If the Premier is & dictator, why did he invite them to
share in this constitutional debate? If he was a dictator,
everything would have been done at short notice, We are
building a new building and we are willing to accept any
material that is good. That is what we are here for, The
fact that they have not come shows weakness on their part;
they have no material to offer,

Mr, Speaker, you are a lawyer and you know that in
the Law Court when a complaint is lodged there is s de-
fendant and a complainant, and that case has to be taken
before the Magistrate, before it can go before the Judge
of the Supreme Court, If the case breaks down at the low
Court, it need not go to the Supreme Court, Here now we
are in our preliminary discussion of this Constitution, and
we are asking members to contribute to this debate and they
are afraid, They are waiting until they get to the Supreme
Court to make their arguments, That will not be needed
there at that time, This is the time for reasoning. As the
Bible says, ‘‘Let us reason together, saith the Lord',

If there is any one who does not have the materfals,
we are not responsible for his ignorance, As I said in some
preliminary speech there i{snophysicianiunder the Heavens
who can give a remedy for ignorance,




What trust or what confidence can the people of Bar-
bados have in these Opposition people? The Leader of the
Opposition sent and asked the Government to amend certain
things in the draft Constitution and said that if they were
not amended they would not come. That is hypocrisy, They
should come here and argue it out here and say: *‘This is
wrong and this is right and that is what we are willing to
accept,’ I have been through this draft Constitutionas far
as my knowledge can, and the Premier has tried to make
his own amendments,

The Opposition, Mr, Speaker, reminds me of the time
when they brought a woman before Jesus for committing
adultery, When the Master sat on the ground and wrote:
‘‘Let the man thatis without sin cast the first stone, '* every
one walked away. He said to the woman: ‘Where are thine
accusers?’ She said: ‘*They have all gone;*’ and He said:
*‘Go thy way and sin no more"’,

They tell us they are for the people, They are not for
the people, They would like to see the people live in colo-
nialism until they die, When they look at the Premier, the
Leader of this House -

Mr, SPEAKER: The Leader of this House is the hon,
junior member for St. Lucy,

Mr. CORBIN: I mean the Premier of the Island. What
do they hate him for? They hate him for his works. I re-
member that when Jesus came before Pilate it was said:
‘*He did good works, but we do not like him because he said
he will pull down the temple and build it back in three
days.’”* The Premier is a man like Homie Corbin ...

Mr, SPEAKER: Are you using the name of a member
of this House? Ithought ITheard the name Corbin mentioned,
not necessarily the hon, senior member for St, Andrew.

Mr. CORBIN: The Premier expresses his opinion to
certain people in this island and they do not like him for
that, just as Jesus said: ‘‘I am the son of God,*’ and they
did not like him for that, But I want them to know that the
Government of Barbados, like every other Government, is
in the hands of the living God, and that the good God of
Heaven ruleth in the heart of man and whom He chooseth
fo rule will rule, as long as he does not make mistakes.,
When He sees that man'’s desire and purpose is good, God
will let that man carry on,

This Constitution does not prevent Barbados from

seeking economic aid from any country of the world,
8.35 p.m,

Independence does not prevent us from seeking eco-
nomic aid from any country in the world, Even the United
Kingdom borrows, and if we borrow it is no sin. We are
not here to have a dictatorship established, I am saying
Sir, that if anyone we put as head over us fails to carry
out our instructions, it is better for one man to die for a
nation than for the nation to die for one man, Barbadians
are God-fearing, and you will never find a nation in the
world like Barbadians; so we should live socially and im-
prove our livelihood.

We have the Constitution before us, Mr, Speaker, Can
the Opposition tell any man something that is bad in {t? If
there is something bad, why not come here and say it? This
is a Draft Constitution and not the final document, and we
can delete or insert. If the Opposition brings in anything
that is good, this Government will accept it; but if it is not
good, we will not receive it, They say they are boycotting
this debate, but Mr. Speaker, the moon runs until day
catches it, and when the sun shines the light of the moon
is not seen,

As far as my knowledge tells me, thereis none in the
Opposition who has anything to offer to this Draft Consti-
tution, because if they had anything to offer, they would
come here and say it. The Premier and his Cabinet have '
drafted this Constitution which you can read from tover
to cover, and if there is anything that the Opposition sees

that is detrimental to the people of Barbados, they should
let us know so that we can amend it, They should not wait
until they go to the London Conference to quarrel and make
a fuss, We have a majority in this Chamber and the other
Chamber, but we are willing to reason, They are making
false accusations, but where are our accusers now?

Mr, Speaker, according to what IThave read in this Con-
stitution, the Government is doing nothing to hamper the
people of Barbados, There are changes initwhich the Gov-
ernment would like the Opposition to discuss, but they have
failed to be present, There is nothing in this Constitution
to hamper the working-class, the middle-class or the up-
per-class; therefore, Sir, I am contributing all I have to
this Constitution, I thank you, Sir.

Mr.SPEAKER: The question is that this Resolution do
NOW pass....... .

Hon, C, E. TALMA: Before you put the question, Mr,
Speaker, on such important debates, I think it is only fair
and right that a few supporting speeches should be made
even though the Opposition is not present to participate.
We are considering tonight the terms of the Draft Constitu-
tion on Independence for Barbados, and I would not care to
reopen old issues which have all been resolved, I refer to
the Independence Debate which was passed by an over-
whelming majority in this Chamber and inthe Other Place,
and of the other Resolution appertaining thereto in con~
nection with elections. It is for us who are members of the
Government Party who would like an opportunity of exam-
ining the Draft proposals for the Constitution of Barbados
to express our views and sentiments in that respect,

Now this Draft Constitution has been in the hands of
hon. members both of the Government and the Opposition,
and the public at large, the various organisations like the
Law Society, the Chamber of Commerce and other bodies
both politic and impolitic; soeveryone has had an opportun-
ity during the last few weeks of examining the terms and
the various proposals contained in the Draft Constitution,
No one can say, therefore, that this Draft Constitution was
hastily done or that interested parties were not consulted.
As has been expressed here, proposed amendments have to
a great extent been debated, though coming frem bodies
that really are not political as such,

The Hon, Premier in moving the passing of the Reso-
lution dealing with the Constitution, made it clear that he
was adopting no lessthantwenty-five amendments which had
been submitted by the Law Society and the Chamber of
Commerce and other interested bodies, That in itself is
clear and ample proof that the combined Oppositiongroups
and splinter groups have lost a golden opportunity of com-
ing on the floor of this House and making their presence
felt by putting forward their points of view, and making
certain amendments and improvements as they may have
thought fit; but it may well be that our Draft Constitution is
an improvement on other Constitutions inthe area - I refer
to Trinidad and Tobago and Jamaica - partly because it is
based on other Constitutions inthe area. It may well be, too,
that the terms and proposals of our Draft Constitution are
so clear, unequivocal and so precise, well written and in
easy language, that it may be difficult for any responsible
person to find any flaw or fault with them, It is probably
for that reason that the Opposition has thought it fit to ab-
stain, but they used the word ‘‘boycott'’, though it may
mean that they have no useful contribution to make, and
think it wise to abstain from participating in the meeting,
8.45 p.m,

They have lost their opportunity of putting forward
their point of view and making any additional proposals in
our final Draft, This final Draft is not actually implemented
yet,

In other parts of the world, when a Constitution is being
discussed, all parties would be verygrateful for an oppor-
tunity like this to come forward and set out their areas of
disagreement so that you would have a knowledge of whatis
to be discussed at the London Conference, The areas of dis-
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agreement would then be discussed and threshed ot by the
British Government, The Opposition has thought it keat to
abstain and boycott these meetings, and I think that they
have acted in a very irresponsible manner. Barbadoz has
always been prided with very literate and inteiligent pev-
sons who are capable of grappling with these problers It
seems on this occasion that the Oppositionparties are e«-
posing Barbados to ridicule and appear to be irrespons
and unrealistic,

When the Conference on this question is h
land, it may be that the whole matter would ha
debated owing to the non-attendance of the Oppositior here,
and this matter may be more protracted than :
have been, It maycause alengthy stayin England.
Sir, I do not see the termsof these proposals really =
any lengthy debate because the Draft Constitutionc
proposals in writing whichare nowinactuaipra 3
vou study the Draft Constitution, veur would &
based onwhatwasgoingoninthis Island from
and is indeed routine, Whereas our Constitutioninthe
was based on conventions, this is the first tirme that the
Constitution of Barbados has been written and in such un
equivocal terms that the average person can understand,

I will tell the Oppositionthis The officials of Colonial
Office are not concerned with petty squabbles and differ-
ences which go on here betweenpolitical parties; thersiore,
if they are reserving any petty squabbles for up the
would not be so well entertained, in that pettv sa: ahbls
are suitable only for this local Assembly, and
people have no time to be concerned with h at

Therefore, Sir, it is very deplerahie thar s
has not seen flt to participate and to take full &
discussing these proposals.

They say that the terms of our Re
amended so that the Draft Constitution s
basis of discussion, It is for that reason
before the House and to seek the approval
ture as such. The Party in power has fifteen s
stated; and to say that it does not represent ihe
of the people of Barbados, certainiy it is not
a fact. This Party in power represents the -
majority of the people of Barbados, and indeec
ber of Commerce which {s regarded as averv
group has come out in the open after deliiberatio
Draft Constitition and said that it {s a good
very few areas of disagreement and thatbod
{t as such, How much more so, should the (i
th® Barbados National Party and the other greap -
the views of the Ba®bados Chamber of Cortimeree

Mr., Speaker, I hardly think a lengthy
necessary. The terms are clear, explicit and egx!
standable I personally feel that this is a verv u
ment and its proposals for the freedom of the penpie v
be entertained at every stage, especizliv o :
law and justice, in that the administration of law
is kept widely apart and the function of law aul
would be implemented in a manner in which it is
mented today. I see no harm whatsoever is dos
this is a step forward, and we can look forward
a better Constitution and greater prosperity in
to come,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, ther
very much more to be said from our side
should be made abundantly clear no: ontv ¢
ernment fulfilled its obligations to the peopie of
but it has leaned over backwards in doing sc. T'b
be conceivably some misunderstanding on the
opponents. They may believe that we have 1!
things our own way and that we have not been =
fair in handling this matter, that we do not ks s une
are doing and that we canbepuslnd beyond a Vf*ﬂr»m poivs

I therefore rise to make clear the chwrm" =
tude to the London Conference, First of all this
ment as is presently constituted and led would not i
in any Conference unless the persons who arz sce

"y

>

for Barbades and are participating {n the Conference for
Barbadcs are members of either or both Houses of the
legislature, T want to make this absolutely clear, and I
think 1t has o be made known that if the people speaking
for Barbados are not going to be either members of this
House or of e “svm*c the Government will not take part
in the Indeperdeice Corderence,

The second thing which I want tomake clear on behalf

of the Gov e m*“;t iz thatif the Conference Agenda includes

any iter whi rectly or indirectly alludes tothe holding

of Generalk 1&11 s, the Covernment of Barbados will not
participate {n the Corference,

third thing s that the Agenda for the Conference
the result of joint consultation between the Gov-
of the United Kingdom and the Government of
s with no other parties participlating inthedraw-

in other words, .«z‘m‘- we are going to discuss must
; grse/i joindy ¢ Government of Barbados and
rine Government of 1} ¢ United Kingdom, and nobody else,

The next point — and this is {mmportant because it has
vance to (his evercise - is that a draft Constitution
which {s o be the subjectofdiscussion at the Independence
‘ ‘FfEI:,’";,- minst be & draft approved by the House with
snendrments and no other draft. Any attempt therefore to
introduce for discussion &t the London Conference a draft
which haz wot been approved by this House, will not,

repeat, will o1, be debered or discussed by us, because
v that the ouly draft Constitution that ought
e subject of discussion at the Conference
one laid onthe Tahle of the House snd no other,

o T

ne Secrerary of State should he left in no
foubt 1~ 'St o( a1l we are not sitting with any one except
=t ”& Legisiature, Secondly we are not

t 211, aud if the Secretary of State
as to think that the question of elec-
iy be & topic for discussion, he will
is with whomever he wants 1o
will not be holding them with us,

wis chat the Agends of the Corderence must

Government of Barbados.
red into the Agenda except with
merit JI Harbados; and the draft
E ;rit {8 going to be ap-
; the only draft Constituwion we will

e miade clear ortherewill be & consider-
widersvanding in this island and else-
il not be fair to the British Goverament w

e - ihe atritude of this Govern-
d bv the Opposition party
are not justified {n the cir-

n

We wre {1 LEL

CRRITES upr posivior

rnsianoes,

(o

iy xqvurm 1o be done will
mee xii this work on the uraff Constir:-
tion without nfeg},ectmb i any respect the normal day-to-dsy
wark of the Government, When the draft Constitution was
eing prepared, the Estdmates for the financial year were
wring done:; while these discussions were going on, plans
TS goi'xg forward for the iroprovement of the lot of the

ople of tids island. We have done all this in addition 1o
ur chores and in addition to the things we have to do in
‘,» case 4t upon which we wizh to be iudged,

s osigndficant vhwe slthough we have produced a
Constitution net only because it was the sensitie

1

dering ourselves so self-sufficient as to hethe repo-

rof all wisdoin. For six weeks the draft Constitution
iald on the Table of the touse, It has besn cireunlated
over the island snd has been the subject of yuch com-
P We gecepued regsonable emendmpents from the Lew

o a joint agreement between the



Society, the Chamber of Commerce and other groups in the
same manner that we would have accepted reasonable
amendments from the two Oppostition Parties, Itis, there-
fore, too late for them to retrace their steps. After the
House has spoken the matter is closed, so far as that as-
pect of it is concerned,

I do not regret myself the trouble that they have put
us to in the last six months, because the people can realise
what a bitter thing it is and what it cost them to maintain
free institutions in this island, It will not be easy because
the people who are benefiting most from the free institutions
are the people who will try to undermine themn and break
them up. But that is no reason why every effort should not
be made to maintain free institutions, They have spread a
story that the country will become a republic, It will not, It
will become a monarchy with all the guarantees which they
want to make the outside world think that we did not want to
come into this House and discuss, I have every reason to
believe that what we have done will be very pleasing to the
authorities in the Colonial Office, because no matter how
much trouble you may have in the course of negotiations
with the British Government, there are certainthingsthey

expect to see,

They expect to see people who are emerging from
Colonialism into Independence as warmly attached to par-
liamentary institutions as they themselves are; and no
British Government looks with favour onpolitical nuisances
who ignore and by-pass their ownparliamentary institutions
in order to raise the complaint that they have not been fair-
1y treated, The Secretary of State is bound to say: ‘“Why
raise these matters with me now and not in your own Par-
lament? I they are truthful they are bound to say: ‘*No;
we did not take part,’’ The Secretary of State is bound to
say that they do not understand their constititional position
clearly. No British Government can be expected to uphold
the theory that minority rule in the Parliamentary system
must be the order of the day.

9,05 p.m,

The Government Party in power in the United Kingdom
was in the political wilderness for thirteen years until the
won the GenerslElection in 1964 and again a month or so
&go, and they well understand the parliamentary system
and arenot likelyto support the contention that the minority
in Parliament must dictate not only the pattern, but the pace
of constitutional advancement in the Island; and all British
Governments no matter what thefr complexion, are uphold-
ers of constitutional practice, The appeal, therefore, which
the hon, members wish to make against this Government to
the Secretary of State must perforce fall on deaf ears, not
becsuse of any special favouritism which the Secretary of
State may feel for us, but because such an appeal would
challenge the very foundations of British constitutional
practice,

Another point I want to make isthis: I hope the people
in this Island .will' realise, Mr, Speaker, how we have
reacted -~ and when I say '*‘we’’ I mean the Government --
to this crisis, Whenever they sought to throw the people
of this Island into a panic by making the people believe that
their liberties were in danger, we have sought and succeed-
ed in expanding these liberties. At the very moment when
they are staying away from the fulfilment of their parlia-
mentary duties and defecting and running away from the
people, at that very moment we are offering them greater
and greater opportunities of freedom; and it is nowhere a
coincidence that inthe very week inwhichwe are discussing
the form of Government under which we shall live when we
are independent, the Government annoumces that the Oppo-
sition Parties can have time for political broadcasting, This
is how we do it, When they are trying to denigrate their
country, to bring {t down and to make it appear to be less
than nothing in the eyes of the outside world, we answer
them by giving them and everybody else more opportunities
of freadom,

I the country goes independent, it is as well that, if
they have any view, they must be able to air them; so be-~
tween now and whenever an election takes place, they have
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time on the radio to attack the Government, and we shall
answer them, and the people will sit in their own homes and
judge between us, We have nothing to fear; we have nothing
to worry about; but this is anexercise of how you preserve
freedom, When people are trying to attack it, to drag it
down and trample {t, youhave to see in answer to them that
you enlarge the areas of freedom,

I have been a member of this House since 1954, Sir
Grantley Adams used to occupy the seat where I am now,
and I can remember standing over where the hon, junior
member for St. Andrew isnow sitting and hearing him deny
our request for the useof radio time, All this the Barbados
Labour Party has done, All those protagonists for freedom
now have gone down in black and white on record of denying
opportuntities for freedom and the expression of members
of the Opposition when theyhad the Government, This is the
dictatorship now that they want to make the outside world
believe is the Government of Barbados.

Mr, SPEAKER: Do I have the assurance of the hon,
senjor member for St, Peter that he is not contravening
Standing Order 29(5) which says:

‘“‘Members shall not read newspapers, books, letters
or other documents, except such matter thereinas may be
directly connected with the business under debate,’’

Mr, WALCOTT: I am not aware, Mr, Speaker, of what
you are drawing to my attention,

Mr, SPEAKER: It appears from here that the hon,
member for St, Peter is reading or at least looking at a
newspaper, and I merely wanted his assurance that what he
appears to be looking at or reading was directly connected
with the business under debate,

Let the hon. junior member for St. Lucy proceed.

Hon. J. C, TUDOR: As [ was saying, Mr, Speaker, all
that we have done inthis Island has been the direct opposite
to what they have done when they held the reins of Parlia-
ment, and therefore the people of this country need have no
fear as to the quality of life, so far as constitutional prac-
tice goes, which will exist under Independence, They have
got a Constitution in which every conceivable liberty that
any citizen of a country could want has been entrenched,
enshrined and cemented, All the safeguards which make
for good living and which protect the individual arbitrarily
from oppressive Government are here, and this is nothing
which has been forced out of us, This is something which we
the Government Party are giving to the people, Do you
know what has made this the kind of document it is, Mr,
Speaker? When we drew this up, we did not think of our~
selves as being the Government of the country; we asked
ourselves this: what sort of Constitution would you like to
live under if you were not the Government but were in
Opposition? We drew it up, therefore, looking at the matter
not from the point of view of Government, but from the
point of view of people outside of Government; and since we
see that if we ourselves were in Opposition we would
accept this Constitution, we are content to have it so,
because it contains all the liberties which we ourselves
would be happy to have if we did not control the reins of
Government, The Courts will be free, and thisis something
that does not obtain in a lot of countries,

I do not want to detain the House, Mr. Speaker, but I
just want to emphasise that they canpushus just so far and
no further, We are satisfied that for the running of good
Government everything that has been expected of us we
have done, but there are certain things we are not going
to do. We are not going to sit down and discuss anything to
do with the future of Barbados with people who are not
members of this House or members of the Senate; we are
not going to sit down to discuss elections, because we feel
that the question of elections ~ since there is going to be
an election this year anyhow — is a matter for the Premier
of this Island to decide; we are not going to discuss any
Agenda but the one which has been mutually agreed to by
the Government of the United Kingdom and the Government
of Barbados, and therefore no Opposition Parties may in-
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troduce anything on the Agenda which has not previously
been agreed to by us, or else there would not be any Con~
ference; and we are not going to discuss any Draft Consti-
tution but the one which this House has with amendments
approved,

I think, Mr, Speaker, that as longasthese four points
are clearly taken and understood, a lot of good can come
out of this Constitutional Conference, If these points are
not taken in by the hon, members who have absented
themselves, I think they are in for a very dusty time,
(Cheers),

The question that the Resolution do now pass was

put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

9,15 p.m,
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the day is Order
No, 2 which stands in the name of the Hon, Leader of the
House: To move the House into Committee of Supply to
consider the grant of sums of money for the service of the
Island,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: I beg to move that Your Honour do
now leave the Chair and the House go into Committee of
Supply.

Hon, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

The guestion was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,

MR. SPEAKER left the Chair and the /ouse went
into Committee of Supply, MR, BATSON in the Chair,

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 1966-67 No, 1
COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I think that all
hon, members are familiar with the subject matter of this
Resolution, However, the Commissioners are engaged in
the preparation of their Report, having completed some
part of it and it would be necessary for the Chairman of
the Commission to return to the {sland in order to confer
with his colleagues who live here, Therefore this amount
of money, $1,650, s to cover an additional fee to the Com-
missioners, suﬁslstence allowance, hotel accommodation
and return air passages to Grenada for the Chairman and
other {ncidental expenses of the Commission.

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affirna-
tive without division,

On motion of Hon, j/, C, TUDOR, seconded by flon,
C. E. TALMA, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the passing of
one Resdution in Committee of Supply,

Mr, SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported ac-
cordingly,

OUn separate motions of Hon, /], C, TUDOR, seconded
by Hon, C, E. TALMA in each case, the Resolution was
read a first and second time and agreed to,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, this completes
Government Business for today,

SPEAKER'S RULING RE BILL TO REPEAL
WEST INDIES HOSPITAL FUND
LIMITED ACT, 1964

Mr, SPEAKER: Before any motion {s made for the
adjournment, I take this opportunity to give a ruling which
1 promised this Chamber a few weeks ago. It is in connec-
tion with a matter which is nowonthe Order Paper, I gave
careful consideration to the matter and this is my ruling:-
9.25 p.m,

RULING

On the 5th October, 1965, the hon, senior member for
Bridgetown, (the hon, Leader of the Opposition) gave notice
of a Bill to repeal the West Indies Hospital Fund Limited
Act, 1964 (1964-20), This Bill was read a first time later
the same day.

On 15th March, 1966, the said hon, member moved,
seconded by the hon, junior member for Christ Church, that
this Bfll be now read a second time, During the debate on
the Second Reading, the Hon, and Learned senior member
for St, John queried whether the Bill was properly before
the House on two grounds: namely (1) that there were
financial implications therein; and (2) that it was a Bill
which reflected on a vote of the House taken during the
current session, On such matter, my Ruling was sought,

I will consider with the second point first,
Standing Order 26(4) of the House reads:-

“It shall be out of order to reflect on any vote of the
House or attempt to reconsider any specific question
upon which the House has come to a conclusion during
the current session except upon a substantive motion
for rescission,’’

The West Indies Hospital Fund Limited Act, 1964,
passed this House on 18th February, 1964, was debated by
the Other Place on 7th March, 1964, and was again con-
sidered by this House on 23rd March, 1964, when amend-
ments of the Other Place to the said Bill were agreed to,
The Bill received Roval Assent on 26th March, 1964,
appeared in the ) fficial (azetteof 6th April, 1964, and, in
accordance with Section 18 thereof, came intooperation by

Proclamation of the Governor contained in the /) fficia Gaz-
ette dated 4th day of June 1964, It appears - from the record
set out above.thatall votes taken by this House with respect
to the said Bill were taken not later than on 23rd March,
1964, As the House was prorogued on 31st March, 1964,
and anew Legislative Session was opened by His Excellency
the Governor on 5th May, 1964, no vote in connection with
the said Bill can be deemed to have been taken ‘during the
current session’. However even if the West Indies Hospital
Fund Limited Act, 1964, had been considered by the House
during the current session, the Bill which is now before
the House would not, in my opinion, be out of order, I deem
a Bill - which has as its object the repeal of another Bill
passed during the current Session - to come within the ambit

of *‘a substantive motion for rescission’,

As to the first point, that there are financial implica-
tions in the Bill which is now before the House, the law
governing the introduction in this House of measures
{nvolving financial provisions is embodied in section 6 of the
Financial Administration and Audit Act, 1964 (1964-23), of
this Island which replaces Section 4 of the Executive
Committee Act, 1891 (1891-22) - now repealed by the
Executive Committee (Vesting of Property and Transfer
of Functions) Act, 1964 (1964-12); and is expressed in
detail {n Standing Order 59(1) of this Honourable Chamber,
For purposes of convenience, I shall cite the relevant
passages verbatim:

Section 6 (1) of the Financial Administration
and Audit Act:

*‘Saving of Nothing in this Part shall be construed
certain rights as restricting, or inany way interfering
of General with, the right of individual members of
Assembly, the General Assembly to introduce any

bill, resolution, or any other measure
of legislation where such bill, resolution
or other measure of legislationdoes not
create any charge upon the revenue of
the Island or does not provide for the
expenditure of public moneys,*’

Standing Order 59 (1) says:-




]

‘‘Except on the recommendation of the Cabinet, the
Houyse -

(a) shall not proceed on any Bill (including any
amendment to a Bill) which makes provision for
imposing or increasing any tax, for imposing or
increasing any charge on the revenue or other
finds of the Colony; and for compounding or
remitting any debt to ite Colony; and

(b) shall not proceed on any motion, the effect of
which is that provision shall be made for any of
the purposes aforesaid,**

It is clear from the passages quoted above that the
emphasis {s upon imposing - or increasing - any burden
upon the Revenue of this Island, or compounding or remit-
ting any debt due to the Territory whereby the Treasury
of the Island may suffer,

Now the provisions of the West Indies Hospital Fund
Limited Act, 1964, make certain taxes payable into the
Treasury upon the sale of tickets or chances in lotteries
and sweepstakes conducted by the Company, and such
impose taxation on the winnings of prizewinners in such
lotteries and sweepstakes. For the twelve month period
after the day upon which the Act came into operation, cer-
tain lump-sums - in lieu of the stipulated tax - were also
due to the Treasury of this Island, There cannot therefore
be any doubt that the Treasury has benefitted - and indeed
might expect always to benefit - from the continued
operation of the Act, This fact is incontrovertible. However,
the question to be decided - in my opinion - is not the
influx into the Treasury of continued benefits, but whether
repeal of the said Act ‘imposes or increases any tax’
(which manifestly it does not), ‘imposes or increases any
charge’ - here I must interpolate that the word ‘‘charge’*
implies a lien or other legal incumbrance, and must be
strictly interpreted in its legal meaning - ‘on the revenue
or other funds of the Island' or ‘compounds or remits any
debt due to the Island'. To this, the answer emphatically
must be in the negative, In fact, Clause 3 of the Bill to
repeal the West Indies Hospital Funds Limited Act, 1964
expressly saves the provisions of the West Indies Hospital

Funds Limited Act as to the collection of monies already
due under the Act, hence the question of ‘compounding or
remitting any debt due to the Island’ does not arise. En
passant [ may observe that Subsection 3 of Order 25 of
Schedule 2 of the Barbados (Letters Patent Consolidation)
Order 1964 provides with regard to the Senate, that ‘‘the
Senate shall not -

(a) proceed upon any Bill, other than a Bill sent
from the General Assembly, or uponany amend-
ment to a Bill, which in the opinion of the person
presiding, makes provision for any of the follow-
ing purposes -

(1) for imposing or altering any tax;

(11) for imposing or altering any charge on the
revenues or other finds of the Island; or

(111) for compounding or remitting any debt due
to the Island,

The word ‘‘alter”’ it is to be noted appears neither in
the Financial Administration and Audit Act, 1964 nor in
any relevant Standing Orders of this House,

In the result, I do not rule that this Bill cannot be
considered; accordingly it may be further proceeded with,
at the pleasure of this House,

THE ADJOURNMENT

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move that
the House do now adjourn until Tuesday, 3rd May, 1966,
at 2,30 p.m.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question that this House do now adjourn un til
Tuesday next 3rd Mav, 1966, at 2.30 p.m., o’clock was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division
and Mr. SPFAKKER adjourned the House accordingly,

9.30 p.m.






