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Prayers  w e r e  read.  

I l r .  N O L D E R  and Mr. YE4RWOOD entered  the House 
clod took the i r  s e a t s ,  

Mr. DEPVTY SPEAKER: I have the bmur to inform 
the House that the Minutes of the matings held on 21n 
December, 1965, md the 4th 11th 18th a d  &th January, 
this year have been circulated, utd unless there is  any 
objection, they1 wlll be taken as  read and confirmed. 

b r i n g  no objection, those Minutes are  taken to be 
wnfi rrned. 

.Mr. H U S B A N D S  en tered  the  Chamber and  ~ o o k  h i s  

s e a t .  

PAPERS LAID 

Hon, N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am com- 
manded to lay the fol1owlng:- 

Tlx! Motor Vehicles md Road Traffic (Amendment) 
Regulations, 1966. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on behalf of 
the Hon and Learned Premier, I beg to give notice of the 
following:- 

A Resolution to approve the Compulsory Acquisition 
by the Crown of a parcel of land situate in Suttle Street 
in the City of Bridgetown together with the bulldings 
erected thenos 

And on my own behalf, I beg to gin notice of the fol- 
lowing: - 

A Resolution to approve thc Compulsory Acquisition 
by the Crown of a parcel of land situate at St, John 
Baptist, in the parish of St, James, 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. DeputySpeaker, I beg to give 
notice of the following:- 

A Resolution to approve "The Motor Vehicles a d  
Road Traffic (Amendment) Regulations, 1966. " 

Hon. J. C. T W R :  Mr. Deputy Speaker, on behalf of 
the Hon Minister of Trade and Labour. Ibee to give notice 
that Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question No, 59, asked 
by the hon. junior membcr for St. Joseph, is ready. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I beg to 
give notice that Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question No, 
86, asked by the hon, senior rnember for St, Thorns is  
ready. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Ibeg to give 
notice that Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 98, 
asked by the hm. senior member forst, Thomas is ready. 

PFUVATE MEMBERS' NOTICES 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I beg togive 
notice of the following Resolutions:- 

WHEREAS the low wages paid to workers in certain 
sectors of the economy of this Island make it impossible 
for the said workers to enjoy a standard of living compati- 
ble with the minimum nads of life; 

AND WHEREAS there i s  urgent need for a close 
examination md appraisal of the simtion, and for a con- 
certed effort to be made to improve the lot of the said 
workers: 

BE IT RESOLVED that this Hause request the Govern- 
ment to set up a Commitfa to utaminc the wage structure 
a is t ing in the island a s  applicable to workers in all seg- 
ments of the community md to recommend a minimum wage 
for the srid workers d u t  would ensure the attainment by 
them of thk normal reqwlremellts of llfe in a modem society, 

Also, 

BE IT RESOLVED that this House urge the Government 
to introduce Iefdslation to pro* for severance pay for all 
categories of workers in the community, 

QUEST1 ONS 

Mr. YEARWOOD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I beg to give 
notice of the following -om- 



To enquire of the appropriate Minister - 
Is the Minister aware that there are two employees 

of the Bridgetown City Grmci l  who have not bean paid their 
wages for over one year? 

2. If the answer to the above question i s  in the affirma- 
tive, will the Minister disclose on whose instructions these 
wages have been withheld? 

3. Will the Minister also s tate  what action has been 
taken by the Government to  safeguard the rights of em- 
ployees of the Local Government Authorities and particu- 
lar ly of employees of the Bridgetown City Comcil? 

[ion. E. U. B 4 f i K O l ?  entered the Mouse and tonh 

hrs seat. 

2.55 p.m. 

LETTERS FROM HON. J. C. TUDOR re B:i:Jl13. 
CAST1 NG EQUTPMENT 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
she House that I have rectived a letter from the Hon. Lead- 
e r  of the House to the Honourable Speaker of the House of 
Assembly dated 26th April, 1966. 

It reads a s  fol1~w.~:- 

Dear Sir, 

In accordance with the intimation given by the 
Honourable Premier  and m e  in the House of Assembly on 
Tuesday last, I now formally request permission for  the 
Caribbean Broadcasting Corporation to insta3 equipment 
for the purpose of recording the Debate on ?he Draft 
Constitution. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

J. CAMERON TUDOR 
Leader of the House. 

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE 

Hen. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I r i s e  f i rs t  
on a question of privilege. 

Your Honour might have heard o r  r e d  :ha{ the com- 
position of the Opposition Part ies  in  this Chamber have 
changed owing to the re-accession to the Barbados L a b u r  
Par ty  of the hon, junior member for St. Peter,  former 
Speaker of this House. The reasons for this re-accession 
need not to  be e n t w  ainei,  Thd psint is that the Opposition 
Partict: now have four members each, and I want to find 
out f rom Your Honour whether there has been any intima- 
tion given by His Excellency the Gob nor a s  to  the c h a m  
complexion of the Opposition Part ies ,  and, therefore, to 
ascertain w h  i s  the rightful Opposition Leader and to 
which Par-y he belongs. 

Mr. DEPUl'Y SPEAKER: I regret that I am unable a t  
this stage to inform the Hoil. Minister about that part. As 
soon a s  conveniently possible, I will make enquiries 
from His Honour the Speaker. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I beg to move 
the suspension of Standing Orders  5, 14, 16, 18, 40 and 45 
for the remainder of today's sitting. 

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

T h e  quest ion u a s  put and reso lved  in the affirrna- 

t i t , e  n i thnut  ?ir,i.sion. 

Q'XSTION TIME 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Ibeg to move 
that Question Time be now taken. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

T h e  quest ion ii,as put and r e s o l t ~ e d  in the  a f f i m ~ a -  

litbe u ~ i t h o u t  ditisiorr. 

QUESTION NO. 59 

Mr. DEPVTY SPEAKER: The f i rs t  i s  Oral Reply to 
Parliamentary Question No, 59 asked by the hon. junior 
m e m l ~ r  for 3:. Joseph, 

Hon. A. 9aC. EDWARDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, a s  re. 
ga.-dz :'lj s jrlestion, when the availability or th? reply was 
given about four weeks ago, the file with it was brought in: 
but because the Opposition Par t i es  indicated that t h ~ g w e r c  
23: attending this meeting of the House, I did not bring in 
the file. I will ask leave to get the file. 

QUESTION NO, 78 

Mr.  DEPVTY 5?Z.lKER: The next is  Oral Reply to 
question No. 78 asked by the ha. junior member for the 
City who, I observe, i s  not in his place. 

B X E S  OPERATING 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next i s  0r.a: -?ojlly to 
Parliamentary Quesriori ?.J. 36 a s k d  by the hon. senior 
member for St. Thomas. 

Mr. BATSON: To  e:quir? of the AppropriateMinister: 

1. Is  Government aware that there a r e  buses 
operating without any proper means for Passengers 
stopping the said buses when they want to alight? 

2. Will the Minister investigate the matter with 
a view of bringing relief to  the users  of the said 
buses without delay? 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, theReply i s  
a s  follows:- 

"Investigation has so  fa r  revealed thar m e  bu.: was 
operating with a defective signalling system while others 
had damaged push-buttons. These defects have now been 
rectified by the companies concermd. 

SEWING MACHINE, QUEEN ELIZABETH 
HOSPITAL 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next i s  Oral Reply t 2 

Paylia n s x a r y  Question No, 98 asked by the hon, senior 
member for St. Thomas. 

Mr. BATSON: To  enquire of the Appropriate Miniter: 

Is Government a w k x  of the existence of a hand 
sewing machine in the Central SterilisingDepartment 
of the Queen El ivbe th  Hospital that stitches linens and 
paper bags that keep instruments after they a r e  s te r i -  
Used ? 

2. Is Government also aware that the said machine 
has more than fulfilled i t s  period of usefulness? 

3. Will the Minister go into the matter with a vt.,:~ 
to su>plyhg the said Ikpartment with a Sewing Machine 
that i s  more in keepingwiththepresentday standards? 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: The Reply is a s  follows:- 

1, Yes ;:;.. 

2, The Hospital, by me>norandumdated 25th Novem- 
ber, 1965 req+lested that provision be made in the draft 
Estimates 1966-67 for a sewing machine for the Central 
Yterlizing Department. This  has '=an approved and pro- w 

vision made in the Estimates accordingly. 

3. Does not arise. 



Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That brings us to the end of 
Question Time, with the exception of the reply to Question 
No, 59 which may be ans~erd at the appropriate time., 

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

Hen, J. C. TUDOR: I beg to move that Government 
Business be now taken. 

Hen. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second h t .  

The question was put and resolved in the affirma- 

t i v e  without division. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order No. 1 s t d s  h the 
name of the Hon. and Lamed Senior member for St, John: 
To move the passing of thc f o l l o w  Resolution: A RWO- 
lution to approve the Draft Constitmian of Barbados, 
March, 1966. 

On that last occasion the Hen, Premier spok.  On 
motion of the hon. senior member for St. Peter, seconded 
by the hon, junior member forst. Lucy, further considera- 
tion was postponed. 

The Hon. Premier, if he SO dwirss, m y  p r o d .  
3.05 p.m. 

Hon. E. W, BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, if there 
are  my o t i t r  members who do not want to be in direliction 
of their duty, I willgive themanopportunity to l a v e  whlk 
I sort my papers out , 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I do not intend to traverse the 
ground which was covered on the last occasion that we met, 
because my speech is merely a continuation of the intro- 
duction which I made - althoughit is  true that in the course 
of that introduction I did refer to the constitutional position 
of Her Majesty's loyal Gppxition in Ekrbados, 

There is  a fundamental principle in the Constitutions 
of Commonwealth countries which h s  b a n  found very 
firmly established ever since the secession of the Irish 
Free State in 1922, It is true that the Irish F r e t  State did 
not become fully independent until the Act of 1937. Between 
1937 and 1945 the Grnmonwealth countries were engaged 
in a struggle for life and death, and the question of consti- 
tutional changes therefore had to be left in abeyance until 
mstters of graver importance were settled between the 
Commonwealth and its foes, 

In 1945 there was a resurgence of nationalism as a 
result of the World War through wX:h we had just passed, 
and the Commonwealth countries of India and Pakistan 
quickly gained their independence, There are two signifi- 
cant facts of which I should like to remind Your Honour. 
The first thing is that India did not get its Constitution until 
1950 although it was granted Independence in 1947 and 
from 1947 Pakistan continued as a full independent country 
until 1956 before it got its Constitution. 

We are lucky, Sir, to be able to proceed to Independ- 
ence on a constitutional draft that h s  beenprepared within 
the country itself, and not from Mount Olympus, as so many 
people in the Opposition fondly wish They regard the 
United Kingdom as  some benevolent despot who is prepared 
to correct those who represent the people in the Legislature 
of this colony, 

The modern view of the Commonwealth ever since the 
Statute of Westrninster in 1931 is not that m are  merely 
freely associated states and in no way subservient one to 
the other: but more fundamentally thrt all these countries 
follow their Constitution within the structure and the frame- 
work of the country and the requiremnts of the calmrry 
itself. In other wards, it is  not like a book of rules that you 
are  handed when you join a club md to which you adhere, 
but thcre a re  Articles of Association which you compound 
when you form your own Limit& Liability Company, 

At tht time of the Statute of Westrninster the idea of 
amchthony was uppermost in the minds ofthe members of 
the Commonwealth who were participants inthe Westmius- 
mr Conference. But from 1945 onwards, because the Im- 
perial Government now had to deal with people who were 
not merely offshoots of what they wed to call the h4other 
Country, but people who had culture, civilisations a d  his- 
tories of their own, the idea of autochthonous communities 
was emphasised. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, autochthon i s  a Greek word whlch 
m r n s  "sprung from the land itself", 

If thc members of the Opposition m r e  aware of the con- 
stitutionrl well springs of the Commonwulth, they would 
m t  be- in the silly way in which they u e  behrving UKI 
demonstrate their complete incompetence in m exercise 
of this Mnd. I say t h ~ t  for the reason that not only has it 
b a n  accepted by Her Mrfcsty's Government that the p rh-  
ciple of autochthony fs the one by which bath parties should 
be guided - and by parties I do not m a n  in the domr t ic  
sense, but in the sense of the country which is seeking to 
enter into Independence and the cowry that youart  seek- 
ing Independence f rom 

Members of the Opposition a re  behrvlng a s  if it we* 
some kfnd of Test Match in which y o u u m t  declare your 
h a d ,  in which you cannot say who your fast bawkrs will 
be until they get on the wicket. Every other country hrs 
gone up as  a mere formality to dotthe "1's" and cross fhc 
'T's" and let the RritishGovernment be aware that mother 
member of the Gmmonwealth wfshs  to exist w a full 
md free member thereof, That is  the reason for Common- 
wealth Conferences: and even if you are  th kind of per- 
son accustomed to stretch out for a golden hand st!& or  
parting gift, you will go as  a delegation from a country, 
There win be one delegation: that is, the h r b r d o s  dele- 
gation - and not the Opposition as  against the Government 
delegation, 

I remember the words of the Chief Minister of Mont- 
serrat in 1962 when he asked the Secretary of State for an 
adjournment so that the delegates to the , Conference in 
1962 at Marlborough House could make decisions as to how 
they should face the common enemy, meaning Great Britain, 
Those were eighr individual territories of the Caribbean. 

Now that you are  dealing with Independence, there is 
no point in going divorced from the physical presence of 
the people who will  read a few carefully-sifted newspaper 
accounts, and get reports sent back here for the purpose of 
making headlines, 
3.15 p,m. 

The old idea that the United Kingdom is acting as 
some kind of umpire or referee while grave constitutional 
matters are  fought out either at Lancaster House o r  Marl- 
borough House i s  one which i s  not acceptable to the most 
rabid, dyed-in-the-wood Conservative member of Parlia- 
ment in the United Kingdom. All that has been discarded a 
a long time ago, and duringthe course of my address, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, I will cite examples such as Bechuuuland, 
Guyana and other Countries where this same kind of tom- 
foolery was attempted by Opposition Parties, and to use a 
metaphor, they were bowled out for nought, l3utin all these 
cases, I will say this: that the Leaders of Opposition Par- 
ties who tried to plrr brakes on thewheels of progress a d  
who went up to the Unlted Kingdom to argue things which 
they should have debated and discussed within the con- 
fines of their own country-in each and every case they hrd 
the decency to gobackhome, hvinglostout on their points, 
and the countries proceeded happily towards Independence 
without their assistance or  hindrance, 

In this case, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the battle appears to be 
bnuan the members of the Opposition Parties, and how 
m y  of them cal  ge m the band wagon of Independence 
to which they were 3,) bitterly opposed six months ago, I 
say, Sir, that no one can have any kind of respect for peo- 
ple who should be in a position t:, kmw what the constitu- 
tional proprieties are, and w b  are  so insistent that all the 



impossible to wnquer the island of b rb$dcs  f m ~ n o ~ ~ s i d e .  
We h d  a traitor within the gates in the same way we have 
traitors on the 0 t h  side of theHouse: but our country has 
enjoyed a long history of t h  rule of law POP the simple 
reason th.t no bookof rules 'Rod00 fsehrnded down to the 
ple who settled this c o w .  The idubitants who subse- 
quently contributed towards the growth and development, 
meaning the settlers, brought the law with them. T b  a r l i -  
est law we have on the Statute Book, as far as  I can re- 
member, is dated 1667, because m have no record of the 
laws made between 1639 md 1667. You will be aware, Sir, 
that the Sutnre of Limitations of actions, suits and pro- 
ceedings in h r h d o s  is  a law of the United Kingdom which 
the settlers brought with them: so all the Statute t a w  of 
the United W d o m  from the time of the Magna C h a m  
all the way down the lh to fBZ7 c o n s t i w  t h  Statute 
Law of Barbados. But a s  from the date when our country 
ww founded, the Founding Fathers t m k  it upon h m s e  es 
to organise them- in a G n r a l  Assembly in 9 s -  
land without lay Imperial Act of Parliament sanctioning the 
procedure. AU the hwa we A d  to be autochrhonous with 
the foundation of thts Assembly h v e  sprung from a desi re  
of the people themselves to hve parliamentary institutions, 
md have not sprung from a desire of the Imperial Par'Lis- 
ment to impoae on the peopleof this island rules of conduct 
which the U n l t d  Kingdom Government corsiderd that they 
should a&re to. Any rules which we practise and observe 
in this country are  rules which we have ifmposed upon our- 
selves by our own free institutions arid Acts of this Parlia- 
ment and the dint of setclers in 162'7, except when the Statute 
Law of the Wlited Kingdom states that it has application to 
the territory of Barbados. 

Our history, if i t  has h e n  turbulent, h s  k e n  a mr- 
bulent o m  only in so far as people have tried to amtrict 
the fundamental rights and privileges of thz people of this 
country. I will take two dates, one isolated in point of time. 
I will take the year 1651/1652 when ehe inhabitants of this 
island, the Lord Lieutenant, the Lords in Council and the 
General Assembly of the Island declared :hemsdves free 
and independent of the Unlted Kingdom and the Commn- 
wealth Government t b t  was then in wwer in that comtry, 
because the inhabitants of this islarid considered that they 
should not be called upon to pry taxes, and t h y  should not 
be called upon to observe Navigation Laws, laws which 
restricted their freedom of trade, unless they had repre- 
sentation in the United Kingdom Parliament, This was 120 
Years before the United States4 &clrrasion of 11.bciepend.- 
ence, and as  a result, the event occurred to which I made 
fleeting reference u r l c r  where Sir Thomas Modyford at- 
tempted to bring the people of Barbados irm subjection 
again: but, as  I described before, hewas on&j able to cver- 
come the forces of this Islaid because there was a defec- 
tion within the ranks of the people in fne Island who were 
repealing the tax. Some 4,000 ofour trnnps were taken over 

Sir Thomas Modyford. The remarkable thing a b u t  this 
Period of turbulence is  thar under the treaty which was 
Subsequently signed - a r i  this i s  significant because here 
is a Colonial territory signing r treaty with the Unit4 
Kingdom G o v e r m n t  w'nose settlers were exclded from 
the United Kingdom Government - that. the articles of cap- 
itulation which were assented to in tiae Assembly of the 
Island contained virtually a Bill of Rights for the people of 
Barbados setting out that there should be a free Parlir- 
ment for all those persons who had taken w arms y ~ r i n s t  
the Commonwealth - the Cromwllian Government in that 
day; that every om's propery shouid be m ~ t s r d  tc, them: 
that no one should be arrested without the due process of 
law that you now find in the Bill of RighP~, 

If weinsert in o w  Draft Canstftution tl Bill of Righrs, 
it is  only that we are  taking i known precedent after the 
Magm Ch.rta to re-enshrine in the minds and berpts of 
the people of thls Island a d  indelibly in the minds of the 
people in the United Kingdom who might regard themselves 
as  the sole authority on Constitutional doctrines that we, 
the people of Barbados, have had a long Nstory where we 
h v e  had due regard to the fundamental freedorus a d  likr:p- 
ties of the settlers. 

The second inciderit of twbu3enw. rzccurrd 8s mw.ntly 
as  1937. 
3.25 p.m. 

One! h 3  d y  got I? go to d-ie Report of the Royal Com- 
mission under Lord Moyne whichwas setup by His Majes- 
t y * ~  Government to investigate the disturbance which 
swept the West lndies at that time to see that again the 
people of E k r b a d ~  w r e  fighting for their liberties. The 
differcrrce which we h v a  to make i s  that wnmreas in 1651 
at;& Islnnd was uilfred m d  fighting against an outside ag- 
gressor, in 1937, the peaale of Borbados were fighting 
against mnditjons which they found inimical to their sur- 
-dval, They were fighting the progenitors in office of the 
Conservative Opposition, and those a re  the people who or- 
dered it. They were fighting against masters of Barbados 
which caused the disturbances of 1937 whereby many peo- 
ple lost their lives. It was the closest thing we had to Civil 
WM, md some of rhost same people over on the other 
side were participating. So, we have a period of almost 
300 years between two acts of turbulence. 

There lo a third o m  whicil X shall mention and that was 
during the time when the Confederation Riots tookplace in 
this Island in the 1870's. This was just after there had been 
in Jamaica a surrender of a constitution of Jamaica and a 
reversion to Crown Colony status of that country, The 
M t e d  States of America had just come through a Civil 
Was after nearly one hundred years of existence as  an 
Independent comtry. The Linird States had long ago de- 
cided, as Mr.  Abraham Lincoln said, that it would be in- 
tolerable thar the nation should be half slave and half free 
and after one humired years they fought a battle on 
rhe battle field arid won. 'They h d  to resolve the difficulties 
without solution of which they could not survive. 

A s  I b v e  said, in the 1870's this country was torn 
aprrp and there were people In this country who wanted to 
fall withi2 the dictates of the Colonial Office and take the 
Island into some kind of Federation with three or four of 
the islands of thr: Lesser Antilles. I say 'of the Lesser 
Antilles' h c a w e  some of those islands today a re  Wind- 
ward Islands and some Leeward Islands. 

There was bitter resistance, noe so much became 
they were epposed to fne idea-because the more enlightened 
ofthemwere not opposed to the idea of having an associa- 
tion withthe other territories - but they resented the very 
manner in which on attempt was made to f o r e  this asso- 
ciation upon then;, It was alleged that Mr. John Pope-Hen- 
nessy was sent down to Barbados in order to bring this 
association into king, The people in Barbados resented 
and resisted it, Having won that battle, whether we think 
it was A good or bsd thing, as  a result of that we have the 
first manifestaticn of respmdble Government in Borbados 
with e b  creation of the Executive Committee Act of 1891 
which is Ciupter 22 o l  Page 584,  Volume 1 of the Acts of 
Barbados, 

It was the Execi:ulve Cornrnirrw.., tegether with a couple 
of members of the Other P k e  and the Officer adrninister- 
ing the Cobny whom we h d  from time to time- and they 
had fu91 administrative coimoI over the public purse of 
this i s h d ,  Later OH1 - in this present century - and of 
course we ilirw go:= 011 from strngth to strength I have 
mentioned plso tPe v~lriom enactments whichhave brought 
us to the presenx pesitlon to which we are, and that is 
one of full autonomy, He have fought for and we have de- 
vised and evolved our own Cons~t~Ticn. 

T k  cor~qtitmloml positlor: of rhclos, Mr. Eeputy 
Speaker, must be ccerfarlly distinguished from the constl- 
mrionbl position of the other territories l i b  St, Lucia and 
Gremda which were abject  to the legislative authority of 
the Quwn-in-Council, as well as fromcolonleswhichhave 
gone on their o m ,  Jamaica by an Act of the Imperial Par- 
liament gave up t h i r  representative Government and legis- 
lative authority before they became independent. Trinidad 
never enjoyed this exalted position until within the last. 
two decodes. Trinidad, Jamaica a d  Barbados - all of us 
had s imibr  constitutions in 1886: so h rbados  really should 
have k n  much mom advanced than any of those two ter- 
ritories although we start& off more o r  less on an qua1 
s t a m ,  In one case, their, Conotimrisn was taken away, and 
in the other case that territory volumarily s u r m n d e d  
dus c o d m i o n a l  rights. However, in both of these casca 
t.k n~hrlclpity was repfaced by the: lqlslr t ive arphriry of 





now - the Constitmion of Barbados has m t  been a wrlttfn 
Constitution. The Constitutfon of the United Sutes  is a 
written Constitution; the Constitution of Canada Is a written 
Constitmion: md the Canstinnions of all the Commonwealth 
countries which have become independent since the year 
1945 are  all written Constitutions; but the Constitution of 
Barbados shares one f u t u r e  in common with the Constitu- 
tion of the United Kingdom, and that i s that the Constitution 
of Barbados is not to be found in any single document; and 
where it i s  found indocuments, allof it is  not found in these 
documenrs. ?he United Kingdom, it has been claimed by 
some writers of Constitutional Law, has an unwrittenCon- 
stitution: but you and I know that to be incorrect, because 
the Magna Cham is part of the Constitution of the United 
Kingdom, and that is  a written document. The Bin of Rights, 
the Act of Settlement and all these are  written emctments 
and a n  constitutional documents. They have not embodied 
the Constitution of the United Kingdom in any single docu- 
ment within the two ends of any single book or tmttise, and 
so it is with the Constitution of Barbados, Although we have 
many written enactments here, we still have rules which 
have not b a n  written and we have conventions to the Con- 
stitution here in Barbados, although some attempt has been 
made from time to time to set out these conventions in 
writing. There are no enactments in the sense that there 
have been Bills o r  Resolutions which have a passage 
through the Legislature of theterritory; so the Constitution 
of Borbados i s  also unique in that apart from the United 
Kingdom, it is the only territory that I know that has a 
partly written and partly unwritten Constitution, and though 
we made substantial changes for the better in 1964 which 
appear to have swept over the heads of the members of the 
Opposition Parties because they never raised a murmur of 
dissent over Barbados getting what was virtually an inde- 
pendent Constitution at that time, we did not attempt to 
commit to writing all of the conventions which we observe 
and by which we are supposed to be governed, 

I will make a disclosure at this stage to show the 
autochthonous nature of our constitutional change in 1964, 
When the Federation was broken up in 1962, the United 
Kingdom Government - a Conservative Government at that 
time - hastily contrived an instrument known as  the West 
Indies Federation Dissolution Act, 1962, and under this Act 
power was given to make provision for constitutional 
changes and any kind of association between one territory 
and the other by Order in Council. Immediately I reminded 
the Secretary of State that this might be all right for Ja- 
maica and Trinidad and the Lesser Antilles, but as far as  
Barbados was concerned I hoped that the provisions of this 
West Indies Dissolution Act, 1962 were not intended to be 
extended to the territory of Barbados, because we had 
never been governed by Order-in-Council. On the floor of 
this House I read out on more than one occasion the Secre - 
tary of State's reply. The Secretary of State was then the 
Right Honourable Reginald Maudling, who subsequently be- 
came Chancellor of the Exchequer; but what i s  significant 
is  that if you check the Hansard of 1962, the Official Re- 
ports of the Hansard in the W t e d  Kingdom, and we have 
themhere in this House, you will find that Mr. Maudling 
said on the floor of the House of Commons that the West 
Indies Dissolution Act was not intended to beused to make 
constitutional changes in Barbados. Having got that assur- 
ance from the Secretary of State, we then proceeded to 
hold our discussions with the people from the Lesser 
Antilles. 

In 1964 what happened was this - and I would like to 
get the record straight now, Inthe Manifesto of the Demo- 
cratic Labour Party which is  the Government Party of 
Barbados, everything that we intended to do o r  proposed on 
behalf of the people of this country we set out in t h t  docu- 
ment under carefully categoriscd Chapters and Heads, and 
towards the end we have Constitutional Changes included; 
but m proposed that there should be representationof the 
Opposition, whatever it might be. Those were our words 
"whatever it might be in the Upper Chamber" 
3.55 p.m. 

Now, at that time, we did not propose thecomplete 
abolition of the Legislative Council and the replacement of 

the Legislative Council by the Senate, as far as I can re- 
member, and there was a reason for that. When the Mani- 
festo WAS d r a w ,  there was a constitutional conferencein 
London and we did not want to give the impression that we 
were derogating or going on in the continuityof any former 
Government in so far as  constitutional matters were con- 
cerned. Therefore, we did not say that we were going to 
abolish the Legislative Council. But when we came to re- 
view the Constitution of Barbados, we decided that the Can- 
stitution should be an independent Constitution. Therefore, 
that was in 1964 md not 1966. This seems to escape the 
people on the other side. The Government was introducing 
a provision which it had not put in its Manifesto - a pro- 
vision whichentailed and involved the members of the Other 
Place in extinction, if not in permanent dissolution. 

Therefore, at my request, the Hon. Leader of the 
House, the Minister of Education, as far as I can r e m m -  
ber, convened a joint meeting of thc representatives of this 
Chamber and the Other Place in order to get their agree- 
ment for the constitutional changes which were going to be 
made, In other words, it would be a matter of great dis- 
courtesy if the members of the Other Place had awakened 
to read in the newspapers that Her Majesty's Govern- *. 
ment had agreed to abolish the Legislative Council. 

Now, why did we place so much importance on this? 
It was because the Legislative Council was a creation of 
Her Majesty-in-Council; it was not an autonomous crea- 
tion of the General Assembly of Barbados. It was not 
created by members of the House of Assembly: it was 
created by Her Majesty-in-Council, and under the Letters 
Patent, the eligibility for disqualification and other mat- 
ters were set out. Therefore, a unilateral act on the part 
of Her Majesty-in-Council was all that was necessary. In 
other words, we could not pass a Bill through the House of 
Assembly and abolish the Legislative Council. It had to be 
done by amendment or a complete change of the Letters 
Patent as they existed at that time. I want to underline 
''the Letters Patent" because it was a creation of Her 
Majesty-in-Council. 

When this country was settled, they established atwo- 
tiered system of Government. The position and rights of 
the House of Assembly was to be found in the Represen- 
tation of the People Act and the House of Assenb ly (Re- 
muneration of Members) Act, but with the Legislative 
Council, that was a different matter altogether because 
those members were not elected: they were nominated and 
appointed by Her Majesty the Queen's representative. 

The Attorney General - -  the now Attorney General - 
and I spent some weeks and months drafting this new In- 
dependence type of Constitution which Barbados is to en- 
joy, and one of the proposals was to abolish the Legislative 
Council altogether and therefore put us exactly on the same 
footing with Jamaica and Trinidad which were already in- 
dependent. In our correspondence, both by cableand letter, 
we told Her Majesty's Government that wewouldprefer to 
inform the members of the Other Place by having a joint 
meeting telling them about their fate. It was like a priest 
going into prison to read prayers to a condemned man who 
was going to be hanged the next morning. 

Now, Sir, having done that, we invited members of the 
other parties and of the Other Place to the joint Meeting 
and they accepted the inevitability of the change. It was 
just like the Governor signing somebody's death warrant 
and a priest going to tell that person that this was his 
death warrant and tomorrow, he was 'goingthroughthe 
eddas .  ' 

The drafts which we then made t n c o n s o r t i u m  one by 
one in 1964 included the Financial Administration Act, The 
Executive Committee (Vesting of Powers) Act and the re- 
pealing of the Statute which was a creation of Sir Conrad 
Reeves and introducing a new Act. In other words, before 
this Party came into power, both the Attorney General and 
the Officer Administering this country had a rigRt to sit 
on what was described as  thecabinet. In 1964, we said that 
we were to have an independent Constitmion, and, therefore, 



we took the Attorney General out and we repealed the Act; 
and one after the other, m gave notice of several bills, I 
remembcr that we introduced twelve of them, discussed 
and debated them in a most friendly atmosphere, 

If I may go back to what I stated here, the position is 
that Barbados has got m independent Constitution before 
it has got independence. Pakistan got independence at l u s t  
eight yurs before it got a Constitution, Barbados got m 
independent Constitution at l u s t  two y u r s  beforewehave 
got Independence. Pakistan got her independent constitution 
eight yurs lfttr the British Government granted indepen- 
dence to her. 

Now, I want to make that abundantly clear. Barbados 
got an Independent Constitution in 1964, a d  the Governor 
said so then; and all members of the Opposition cheered 
and said that the road is now set for Independence, You 
will see in the proceedings at the openim of Parliament 
in thrt yur  that His Excellency said, after the constitu- 
tional changes which I have now enumerated, we are now 
set for the Independence of Barbados, and then, all the 
members of the Opposition cheered. 

We have m Independence Constitution. It is  true that a 
lot of people who should have gone to gaol have not gone, but 
I would say that nobody who should not have gone to gaol 
has gone to gaol. 
4.05 p.m. 

I b v e  never heard the Bishop of Barbados of my of 
the Roman Catholic Brethen or  Hierarchy or the Chairman 
of the Methodist Circuit talking of being afraid of going to 
gaol. The only people who are saying that they are  frightened 
of going to gaol are dishonest politicians who say that after 
Independence they will go to gaol. We have had a lot of dis- 
honest politicians before Independence who have not gone 
to gaol yet; so what are they worring about? 

Before we get on to the actual chapters of the Consti- 
tution, I want to make twoother smallpoints, The first one 
is the question whether the Resolution we have before us 
is one which confers Independence on hrbados,  Anyone who 
suggests that in introducing a Resolution approving the 
draft Constitution this Government is trying to short 
circuit any of the procedures which ought to be followed, 
does not really understand the nature of the Constitution 
which we have at the present moment and the constitutional 
history of the Commonwealth. I would say that in almost 
every other case in which a country has emerged from the 
status of colonialism to the position of Independence, my 
conference which has been held has b a n  preceded by dis- 
cussion in the Legislature of the territory and the propo- 
sals contained in their Constitutions. 

AS a matter of fact certain countries went further. The 
Republic of India went further, the Irish Dail under Mr. 
De Valera did not brook any interference from the British 
Government. Mr. Lloyd George decided that the gravity 
of the Constitution enacted by the Irish Dailwas dependent 
on the authorisation given by the Imperial Parliament in 
the U.K. and not from the Dail itself. In 1937 when Ireland 
became a Republic mfound that the Constitution was dis- 
cussed and approved by the Legislature and then was re- 
ferred to - I do not know whether they call them counties 
or provinces - but it was referred so that the Legislature 
did not in itself give the stamp of authority to the Consti- 
tution, but merely discussed its provisions, 

At this point I would like to read a passage from KC. 
Whcare in his "Constitutional Structure of the Common- 
wealth". He said: "All that the House of Parliament did 
was to prepare a (hlstitution in accordancewiththe prac- 
t i e  which had been followed already In Canada, Australia 
and South Africr, and inthe AustralianColonlu."Mr. 
Lloyd George, the Prime Minister, expressed his view in 
the I-bust of Qmmons: and in introducing the Irish Free 
State Bill he raid: '*Here we aregoing to follow the exam- 
ple wNch has been set in the framing of every Constimion 
throughout the Empire. The Constitution i s  drafted and 
decided by the Dominion, the Imperial Parliament taking 
such steps rs may be necessary e~ lii?galim these deci- 
sions." 

I want to repeat that. "Here we are  given an exarrplc 
which has been followed in the framing of every constirution 
throughout the Empire." I know that thc newspapers will 
not report this tomorrow. They do not write shorthand 
nowadays. I understand it is  not a qualification. I would go 
further and say that the ability to r u d  and write does not 
appear to be a qualification either, Iwillquote again: "The 
Constitution i s  drafted and decided by the Dominion, the Im- 
perial Parliament taking such steps as may be necessafy 
to lcgalise these decisions." R. 

YOU will find that, Sir, in 149 House of C o m n  s 
Debates at column 42. Here is the Prime Minister of the 
U.K. talking a b u t  the Irish Constitution and saying in rhe 
House of Parliament that all Parliament did was "to pre- 
pare a constitution in accordance withthe practicefollowd 
in Canada, Australia and South Africa, and inthe Australian 
Colonies. " 

Mr. Lloyd Gmme said that this was an exarrgle set 
in the framing of every constitution, 1 repcat: he said: "The 
Constitution is drafted and decided by the Dominion, the 
Imperial Parliament taking such steps as  may be necessary 
to legalist these decisions," I have said that about five 
times and I have donc that advisedly, 

In other words, Sir, the Government of &hdos does 
not accept that any draughtsman or member of a polldcd 
Party In the U.K., no matter how exalted his position m y  
be - he may be the Prime Minister Mr. Harold W i l s o n  
himself; it i s  neither his job nor his duty nor his business 
to prepare a Constitution for Ekrbados. TheConstftudionof 
Barbados has not only got to be an autonomous constttwioq 
but it has has to be an autochthonous constitution - that is, 
one that has sprungfrom the land itself, And not from any- 
body's imagination outside, But what these Neo-colonrlists, 
these long- jacket Uncle Toms that we have in the Gpposl- 
tion Parties want to preserve is that the people of Barbrdcs 

are incapable of making decisions for themselves, and that 
they have to depend on some person of a different com- 
plexion to tell them what i s  good for them, So they a re  go- 
ing to report us to the Headmaster1 That i s  their whole 
approach in this exercise, We will be reported t o b  
Headmaster; but the Headmaster will tell them: "You am 
the dunces and you are  the ones I am going to flog," Then 
they will get a big surprise, 

4.15 p.m. 

They are  going to report us to the Headmaster for 
playing cricket, and the Headmaster will tell them he did 
not know it was cricket time they were playing cricket in. 
They had two umpires, a square leg, three slips, a glily, 
mid-off, a backward short leg and a man overhead, and 
they are going to report you for playing cricket, when the 
positions of the fielders I see were in accordance with the 
rules of the game, and thereforethey arethe dlnces and th? 
ones who should be flogged, 

! I T .  V E I ' I  TI' C P E 4 k  E R  l e f t  the Chair nnd Yr. SPE4,YER 
took the  Chnir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: His Honour the Deputy Speaker ad- 
vised me to let the Premier complete his stroke before 
I resumed, 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I have not only completed my 
stroke, Mr. Speaker. I did not even have to run; the ball 
hit the boundary. 

Mr, Speaker, we have suspended the Rules, and I w n -  
der if you will give me permission to give notice of a 
document which is to be laid, 

Mr. SPEAKER: It would depend on whether thereis 
any objection by hon. members. 

The Hon. and Learned Premier is  seeking leave a t  
this stage to lay a document which unfortunately could not 
have been laid earlier this afternoon, and if there i s  no 
objection, l u v e  will be granted, 

There being no objection, l a v e  is granted. 



DOCUMENT LAID 

Hen E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I must apologise 
for I.- it u this stage, but i t  has only just urived from 
the neighbouring territory of Guyana within lest  than half 
UI hour. 

I hrve the honour to lay the Agreement establishing 
tht Caribbcm Free Trade Association of December, 1965, 
(Cheers). 

Mr. Speaker, before Your Honour assumed your posi- 
tion, I was cravhg the indulgence of His Honour the Deputy 
Speaker to r u d  m excerpt from Profusr r K. C. h a r e ' s  
"Constitutional Structure of the Commonwealth". This 
treatise, Sir, ww published as  recently as  1960, and, I 
believe, is out of print, and had to be reprinted on more 
than one occasion. I do not have to recommend Professor 
Whcue to Your Honour, because of your familiarity with 
the works of this lurned author, and I do not have to re- 
commend him to any member of this Chrmber, because we 
have mrde frequent references to o m  or other of his 
constitutional works from time to time. l3ut I have also 
made reference in the House of Commons Debates to a 
statement made by the Right Honourable David Lord 
George, former Prime Minister of Great Britain in dis- 
cussing the question of Commonwealth Constitutions. The 
Prime Minister on that occasion stated -- this was in 
December, 1922 in dealing with the Bill legalising or au- 
thorising the institution of the Irish Frec State, -- and he 
and other members of the House made reference to the fact 
that as  far a s  the Irish people were concerned they had a 
country and a Constitution already, and the Prime Minis- 
ter said they may have a country and a Constitution, but 
they were only following what had b a n  done in the case of 
every Commonwealth country. The Constitution is drafted 
and decided by the territory, and the Imperial Parliament 
takes such steps as may be necessary to legalise the de- 
cisions. 

In other words, Sir, the procedure which has b a n  
fonowed by Government has been sanctified by precedent - 
I will almost say from time immemorial: but in so far as  
Independence Constitutions a re  concerned, with the notable 
exception of the former American colonies, the procedure 
has aIways been and, I hope, willalways be that, coming to 
a state of Independence, it i s  not for the Imperial Govern- 
ment to tell the people the laws by which they should be 
governed or  the system of jurisprudence under which they 
should live, but for the people themselves through their 
elected representatives or, as  in the case of India, their 
constituent Assembly nominated by the provincial Legis- 
latures, in the case of Ireland, the Irish Dail and so we 
come all the way down from precedent to precedent and you 
will find that the Constitutions have b a n  devised and drafted 
by the territories themselves. You know, Sir, if you did not 
do that, whathappens if you did not have a Constitution 
which is autochthonous and which has sprung from the 
people themselves and from the land itself? You would get 
the same ridiculous exercise that t b  Windward Islands 
are  going through in London today, where the Constitution 
was sent down from the Colonial Office to these benighted- 
as  the British think - Colonial territories, and then they 
were invited to at&& thc Imperial Throne and to wait on 
the Secmary of State for the Colonies when the Secretary 
of Sute  for the Colonies would tell them what Her Majesty's 
pleasure was. Whrt hrs  happened in this case i s  that they 
are  speaking one language and the Secretary of State is  
speaking another. He i s  talking about Constitutions and 
they arc talking about ecommic viabiliw. If t h y  had done 
their Constitution, they would have t a d I  it up and said: 
"Here i s  our Constitution Will you put your signature or 
u k e  the necessary steps to implement the wishes and de- 
sires of the people a d  the Legislatures of our territories?" 
This i s  what the Opposition wants. The Qqmsftion wants us 
to go up there md argue a whok lot of foolishness, and 
the Hcrdmster is going to tell responsible people in a 
Government who do not get any financial support from any 
political party in the United Kingdom wlut to do. This i s  
r a l l y  their trouble, Their real trouble i s  that they have 
for so long depended on support frompollticalparties out- 

side and British Financial institutions, and I challenge 
mybody to deny this. Thc Britishbanks give the Conserva- 
tive Party £1,500 for their campaign in each and every 
election, and I challenge the Muugers of the banks to deny 
this. There is  only one bank that does not do it, They a re  
paid to nm. T h y  break the law becauseeach candidate has 
f600 f i m c i a l  backing by British institutions; a d  it i s  
natural for them: although their election expenses may be 
restricted to $1,100, they a re  paid to run $2,880. They 
should be here to deny it, I told them that before and they 
know it is  true, because there are  so many candidates we 
can call a s  wimesses. They u e  so accustomed to getting 
hand-outs from people in the United Kingdom that, quite 
apart from the psychological and emotional difficulties in 
not being able to come together with themselves, being 
people of uncertain origins md background - this is  the 
only thing they have in common. uncertainty of origin and 
background. They do not know whether they are fish or  
fowl or good salt h e r r i m  but having this kind of emotional 
instability, they are unable to appreciate the aspirations of 
the people of this country and they talk about talking when 
they get to England: in other words, when they get before 
the Herdmaster. 

Mr. Speaker, they owe a responsibility to the people 
of this country; and if they had my views at all, which I 
very much doubt they have, it would be their duty to say 
what these views are, and the appropriate place for these 
views to be expressed is on the floor of the Legislature, as  
every country in the Commonwealth has done or attempted 
to do. 
4.25 p.m. 

I am dealing with the principle where youcm do some- 
thing for yourself, and you do not l u v e  it for somebody in 
the United Kingdom to say what is good for you or what 
should be good for you, 

W e  come back to this principle where you can do 
something for yourself, and Professor K. C. Wheare says 
this:- 

"But with the examples of India and Ireland in mind, 
it win not be surprising if nationalism demands even 
greater certainty. If this is  to be achieved, then some 
break of legal continuity must be made, There are various 
methods by which this can be done. The simplest perhaps 
is for the Houses of the Parliaments inthe Members of the 
Commonwealth to prepare and pass a Constitution and not 
to present it for the royal assent, providing in the document 
that it should come into effect on a certain date and super- 
cede the existing Constitution. Or a specially elected or 
selected constituent assembly might prepare and pass the 
Constitution and provid* it did not do so under powers con- 
ferred by an act of the legislature which had received the 
royal assent, and did not submit the Constitution for the 
royal assent, then it could claim that the constitution was 
enacted on its own authority. Or a constitutionprepared by 
the Houses of a parliament or by a constituent assembly 
could be submitted for the approval of the people and could 
come into effect subject to that approval." 

The emphasis a11 the time is on a composition pre- 
pared by the Legislature or submitted for the approval of 
the people who become affected. 

He g a s  on: "And there are  a number of other pro- 
cedures that might appropriately be adopted. Theessential 
point underlying all of them i s  that such action as i s  taken 
must not be taken under the authrity of an Act of Parlia- 
ment of the United K-ingdom, What procedure would be ap- 
propriate would depend upon political conditions in the 
Comrnonwlth country concerned, It i s  c l e u ,  however, 
that a simple method of making the break -- the refraining 
from presenting the m u s u r e  for the Royal Assent - i s  
available whlch allows for full consultation with the elec- 
torate or  with elected represenutivu, and with minority 
interests, and whlch could be combined with any procedure 
for the preparation of the document which was thought 
rrtcessrry In the wuntry concerned." 



Professor Wheare notes this particular chapter on an 
autonomous nation with these words:- 

"And although traditionalists may regret the braking 
of a legal link, which in practice means very little, na- 
tionalists wil l  Jwelcome a step which places their country's 
constitution and laws on a footing comparable to t h t  en- 
joyed bytheother sovereign independent states in the world. 
It must be expected, therefore, that Members of the Com- 
rnonwealth will, as  a rule, take steps quite soon after they 
attain their independence through a Constitution made in 
Britain, to embody that Constitution and proclaim that in- 
dependence in a document which, they can claim,owes its 
validity and authority to no outside country or institution 
but to themselves alone. " 

I want to make the position of the Government of Bar- 
bados abundantly clear, The position is  this. We are  na- 
tionalists and not traditionalists. We believe in tradition 
so far as is necessary to the upliftment of the people of 
Barbados. If tradition is  of value to us. we accept tra- 
dition: but if tradition is of no value to us, we reject 
tradition. 

We accept tradition in Barbados as sorrlethingwhichis 
of value to us. The fact is that before 1951, we did not hrve 
Adult Suffrage. Our Constitution has developed as an 
autochthonous Constitution, We hrve to handle this on the 
wldest basis. If a Constitution (does not rest on that wide 
basis, that Constitution is  likely to undergo great stress 
and strain. The checks and balances are, inthe very nature 
of this Constitution, based on the widest possible franchise 
of the people within the colony. Therefore, since we ore 
nrtiorulists, we cannot tolerate o r  accepr any proposal 
thrt some other person in some other country is  in a 
b t t e r  position than the elected representatives of the peo- 
ple to decide the framework of the Constitution or the rules 
by which we sbould be governed in the future. A l l  of the 
people who scorn the parliamentary procedures of the 
country and who make statements to the effect, as I believe 
such a statement was made in a letter to you, Mr. Speaker, 
that it is tantamount to subterfuge to have a majority vote 
in the democratic assembly, and that this would render the 
parties on the opposite side when they go to London power- 
less, that proposal, Sir, shows an abysmal ignorance of 
constitutional procedures and disrespect for the long tra- 
ditions of constitutionrl practices which we inthis country 
have always boasted about. It shows a profound disrespect 
for the people themselves. 

They would whisper in s corner, probably at a Lodge 
m ~ t i i l g  in St. James' Place in London: but they would not 
tell the people of Barbados in the open what it is they find 
so obnoxious about Independence, end what it is they find 
so repugnant in the constitutional provisions whlchwe have 
been enjoying since 1964. The Draft Constitution is ii mere 
embodiment or substance of the Constitution which was 
passed without any dispute in May, 1964. &cause they 
control all the organs of the Press in this country, they 
confuse the minds of the people of the country with a lot 
of nonsense which a ThIrd Standardelementarypwilin my 
day would object to and say is  irrational. 
4.35 p.m. 

Btcause they have a few ambitl~us offspring, they would 
seek to pervert all the constitutionrl arrnngernents which 
have so far ordered the lives of the people in hrbados.  

They want to substitute a system of minority rule which 
was rejected by the people of this country as  far back as 18 
m a r s  ago. This i s  the lam ditch stand of the backwoodsmen 
and the reactionaries, I am glad that they have banded 
themselves together because it demonstrates to the pcople 
of tb island the sort ofpcople they had to deal with, pcople 
whb are prepared to sell their birthright for a mess of 
mtuge. I never thought thrx they had a contrib~aionto 
nub, and therefore I was not surprised$ but t h y  should 

have at least have the decency to stay away from the Con- 
ference in London. 

I want to read m extract from the Report of the 
Bechuanaland Conference. I think that after they hear this 
they will chrnge their minds - not about corning here: I 
mean about going to London at alL They are  joMng forces 
with Dr. Jagan in boycotting the advancement of their coun- 
try for political reasons. They are  now all of them 
Jaganites. 

As  I was saying, Sir, I want to read from the Report 
of the Bechmnaland Conference proposals. That Confer- 
ence took place on the 14th February, 1966 -.. about three 
months ago, This is the official report of the Conference, 
Command Paper 2929, The representatives of Parliament 
by the Secretary of State for the Colonies by Command of 
Her Majesty in March 1966, Not March 1766 or 1866. 

The Conference opened in London on 14th February, 
1966 at Marlborough House, It says: 'The early move of 
Bechuanaland to Independence was envisaged in the Legis- 
lative Council Paper which was published in November 
1963 and on which the present constitutionof Bechunrland 
is based," 

You see the analogy, Sir. The extract continues: "This 
Legislative Council Paper, which recorded theconclusions 
reached in discwsfons at which all the political parties, 
the Chiefs and important groups in the territory were re- 
presented, and on which unanimous conclusions were 
reached, stated that:- 

"The Conference felt that the time had come to move 
directly to a form of self-government, and thrt this should 
be achieved by constitutional arrangements which could 
lead naturally to independence, ' ' 

The Bechurnaland Democratic Party headed by a 
colleague of mine, Sereue Khrma, hrd preceded the intro- 
duction of the Constitution in 1955 wlthanelection This is 
w h t  the Secretary of Sute  has written in the Conference 
Report and this i s  whrt they said clearly about indepen- 
dence. ''The party stands and works for the independence of 
&chunaland within the shortest possible time. and shall 
use the oncoming period of self-governmerit as  ; prepara- 
tory stage towards the attainment of independence." 

That is  all they promised the electorate - indepen- A 

dence withln the shortest possible time, Listen to the 
Democratic Labour Party Election Manifesto. "The road 
to destiny is  the road to Independence. Towards this goal , 

the country must press " - Not withthe shortest possible , 
time, getting a little pkactice at the nets and opening the 
innings now, - Our Manifesto went onto say"As the country 
has never been a grant-aided territory, there i s  no reason 
why Barbados should not achieve the fullest stature" (and 
this was in very black type) "of independence now within a 
Federation. " 

Compare thrt statement with that of Seretse K h m a  
who said thrt they believed in Independence and would like 
to have it in the shortestpossibletime, that after his party 
was elected they would try to practise self-government, We 
in Barbados were practising self-government for 300 years. 

The Bechurnaland Democratic Party said: '?he Party 
stands yd works for tht  independence of &chuanaland 
a c  .,,,, ,,.. Compare that wlth the statement inour Manifesto 
t h t  ' t he  road to destiny is  the road to independence, 
Towards that goal the country must press on." We said 
t h e n  i s  no reason why wftNn o r  without a federation Bar- 
bados should not attain the full stature of independence now. 

Now, I go on quoting from Command Paper 2929 the 
proposals which have been made by the &chuanaland Gov- 
ernment and which envisaged the establishment of Eechu- 
analand as  an independent sovereign Republlc to be known 
a s  Botswana, The Report goes on to say thrt, apart from 
the chmge to a Republican form of Government under an 
executive President, the proposals were in substance no 
more thm the adjwtmcnts which were required to the 1956 



Constitution to adapt it to the circumstances of indepen- 
,ldence. I would say wfthout fear of wrttradicdon d q  the 

Constitution of 1965 was m inferior document to the Con- 
stitution of Barbados in 1964. 

We have never wmed to be m independent Republlc, 
The only person to claim that is  the former Minister with- 
out Portfolio and the senior member for St, Phillp who is 
not in his plas&; but when they were asked to swear to m 
affidavit about tendays ago, they were really reluctant 
to do so. Some of the people whomthey were advising may 
be in a great deal of difficulty, 
4.45 p.m. 

"They were debated". Listen to that 1 'They were debated," 
The British Government is  making thepointthat these pro- 
posals have been debated. Thfs i s  what we are  doing now, 
and this is  what the other people are abstaining from, 

"they were debated and, subject only to two amend- 
ments proposed by the House of Chiefs, and one consequen- 
tial amendnmt proposed by the Legislative Assembly, 
endorsed by b t h  the House of Chiefs and the Lwslative 
Assembly as r basis on which the attainment of independence 
by &churnaland should be negotiated between the Govern- 
ment of bchuanaland and Her Majesty's Government in the 
United Kingdom " 

This is  what the Draft Constitmion is  put before the 
Legislature for - to be debated md discussed and to be 
amended. I have got a b u t  twenty-five amendments, most 
of which have been submitted by members of the Govern- 
ment Party, so& of which have been submitted by the 
Chamber of Comn~erce - one or two of which we did not 
find obnoxious - and some by the Law Society. So we have 
this paradox in this country today thatthe elected repre- 
sentatives of the people will be taking no part - t h t  is, 
the Opposition side of theHouse, - and some people in the 
Chamber of Commerce exercising their democratic right 
to submit to the Government proposals which they think 
ought to be embodied in the Constitution, and which the 
Government has accepted: but it is not for the Chamber 
of Commerce to safeguard the people of Barbados. 

A s  I said, there will be twenty-five amendments which 
I will be drawing to the attentionofhon. members, because 
the short space of time for preparing the Independence 
Constitution and presentation of the document to the House- 
o r  both-for printing is  necessarily limited, and we did not 
profess that the Constitution we have could immediately go 
to print. We said we would lay it in the House in Draft and 
have both Houses of Parliament discuss it. Let me go on 
not only to remind them, but to remind m y  new Secretary 
of State what was decided inMarch, 1966 - before the Brit- 
ish General Elections. It goes on: 

"&fore the debates, more than one hundred and fifty 
public meetings were arranged throughout the country at 
which the proposals were explained to the people, and the 
meeting of the House of Chiefs was postponed to permit 
those Chiefs who wished to do so to hold Kgotlas to discuss 
the proposals. These Kgotlas were attended by Ministers 
in the &chuanaland Government." 

We have explained this Constitution to our constituent 
branches. You will remember what the to-be President of 
the to-be independent State of b c h u r ~ l a n d  said of b c h u -  
maland when he married a certain young lady friend of 
his when we were students together in London. The same 
Chiefs had Kgotlas and sided with the British Government 
to keep him out of &chuanaland, md he is  the person to 
bring them to Independence. The wheel has taken full circle: 
and the British Government was able to get up and say that 
the Chiefs had held these Kgotlas and they did not want a 
European residing in &churmland. 

''Mr. Matante who, as  leader of the Eechunalad 
People's Party represented the three Opposition Members 
in the E e c h m l m d  L-tgislative Assembly ....,. " - he has 
about the same power as  the hon. junior member for St, 
George wields in this august Assembly representingthra 

p-ple - "expressed the view that there had been inadequate 
wnsultation,," - hrve you heard this phrase before? - 
'Wth the people of &chuarulland over the proposals which 
had been put forward for the Independence Constitution and 
asserted t h ~ t  the present Government of &chunaland had 
no mandate to carry the country into independence." 

I am not reading from Adam Smith's "The Wealth 
of Nations" publishd in 1760; I am reading from the re- 
port presented to Parliament in March, 1966 this year: in 
other words: presented last month and received by me on 
the 16th March, which is  only five weeks ago, but it is  after 
it was presented in Parliament a couple of days before, 
may be three, This is what I am reading from, something 
which took place after this document was on the Table of 
this House, And they are so duncy l They do not read the 
Times Newspaper or any of the Constitutional Reports to 
find out what the form is now, whether you play left foot 
forward or right foot, or whether it is a six ball or eight 
ball over, because they are going on with bats and do not 
know what the game is they are  supposed to be playing. 
It could be ice hockey. 

Let us go on: 

"Ivlr. Matante,,,," - substitute for Mr. Matante an- 
other of the City Fathers and see if it does not sound fami- 
liar and see what the conclusions are  - "who as leader of 
the &churnaland People's Party, represented the three 
Opposition members in the bchurnaland Legislative As-  
sembly, expressed the view that there h d  been inadequate 
consultation with the people of bchuanaland over the pro- 
posals which had been put forward for the Independence 
Constitution and asserted that the present Government of 
bchurnalmd hrd no mandate to carry the country into 
Independence. He proposed that consideration of the pro- 
posals which had been put forward by the bchuanrland 
Government.," - under Seretse Khama - "should be post- 
poned until further consultation had been carried out with 
the Chiefs and the people of khurna land  through the ap- 
pointment of a Commission consisting of representatives 
of all political parties, the Chiefs, the British Government 
and the Bechuanaland Government, and that before inde- 
pendence was attained there should be a further General 
Election,'' Does that sound familiar to you? It sounds very 
familiar to me, They must h v e  b a n  in correspondence, 
or followed in some way. 

"In the light of the position as  recorded above, the 
other delegates to the Conference were unable to accept 
that there was validity in Mr. Matante's poims. He said 
that he had come to the United Kingdom to deliver his 
message that the Conference should be postponed until 
further consultations had taken place. Having done this, 
he felt that he had no further contribution to make to the 
Conference proceedings and he was not prepared to express 
any opinions on the details of the constitutionalproposals, 
He did not attend the concluding sessions of the Conference. 
The Conference approved the Bechurnaland Government's 
proposals, " 

Now the Opposition is  absent just as  how Dr. Jagan 
absented himself. The Opposition Parties regard politics 
as a game, They believe in minority rule, and when they 
cannot get their way, they talk aboutdemocracy and dicta- 
torship, When they cannot: get their way, they say there 
has been abundant precedent, and they play the game in 
these things by withdrawing themselves not from the Legis- 
lature, but from the Conferences; but all these fellows 
want is  to get a free trip to England, Personally I have no 
desire to go. You are  aware that I told tthe Secretary of 
State that the Conference should take place in Barbados. 
If the Conference was held in Barbados, and we were hold- 
ing it at Ministerial Buildings, you could not get one to 
anend at all. You could send a Policeman with a summons 
to them; you could m t  get them to Ministerial Buildings to 
attend the Conference. 

When we held the Federal discussions at Ministerial 
Buildings and invited the hon, junior member for St, George 
and the hon, senior member for Bridgetown, they turned 



up the first morning, a d  when we g ~ t  dowi! ro vrorlc x m e -  
times they sent excusese b ~ r  nn:ost of r b  tune they just 
absented themselves, Well, if we were hi'l,' x, the Coiifer- 
ence here in Barbados - and 1 wanem :ic XI& in Earbadus 
in thls Chamber perhaps or  In the M h s t ~ : ~ & ;  ?!i~l(!~rgs - 
you would not have had any d t3.s w n h ;  i ~ r  

4.55 p.m. 

I know that sitting rnembrs  '34 C ) q x s ~ ~ ! t n  F J w  es are 
very embarrassed because they h a w  a h i  uf pzople telhrig 
them that they have to be on the &em: 

Now, let us look a t  what h,ippen& f i w  ~t:elrs i n  
London. "Mr. Matante who, as leader of i%c E%~t~~~?ian~1hiic! 
People's Party, represented the tbil ee (&pus! 01 rrer - - 
bers in the Bechuanaland Leglsiarfve h o s c - , ~ X V ~ ,  rq)rcsscu 
the view that there had ken  Lna2rk:we corlsui&rtmn wid1 
the people of Eechuanaland over r'ie' ~ r ~ j o s ~ l s  wh cl* (mi 
been put forward for the Independen c C,wst~~rir;ov rrici 
asserted that the present Government of Lk~buslnalmi had 
no mandate to carry tt.e councrv ~ r i t u  hdepender~.x, '>  

Seretse Khamr k 1 d  a JeSatr:on~ thas rhiug. Xr, Ivlrtante 
said so when he went to to'toildcn to pur ills views. '%e 
proposed that ,consideration cl the pro!w.:ais wluch hs.d 
been put forward by the Ekch~~&r~lana ':;n'~-eri.n~er~t should 
be postponed until further consg%iirio~: it&! k e n  carried 
out with the Chiefs, the British S.vernme~)', :-cpreseixzia 
tives of all political parties ard :h&r More  h.depeadence 
was attained there should be a f a r thy  k n e r a i  E!eccjon," 
He said that they should bring in the i3nrasli people z.t have 
some Commission and all that ht., was trytng r13 do was ra 
throw red herrings across the t r ~ i l .  

I have to read this rand ;r is not. goiw to rpwsr LXI zhe 
Press  tomorrow:- 

"The Conference approved the &~h~ra~k?asnd q>overns 
ment's proposals, subject m cer ta indi f iza t ions ,  and the 
form which it was agreed rile Ir~dcpxidertce r&nsti:mion 
should take i s  set out in Annex r .  wtMsf;epc-~rt." 

Listen to this - which is  the ne~T ?wag? apli, [I is s 
very concise paragraph I read:- 

'The Conference agreed that kchuarlaland shu ld  be- 
come independent under the name of &%wsna on 30th 
September, 1966," 

Now, Sir, Mr. Matante's obiectiw~ were that yo~tilave 
not got a mandate for indr,pendznc.c: sird that yon must have 
elections, On the same page it set.; om ttwsr objcrrit t r He 
was Leader of the Oppositioi~ in &.ctlclmalnid. i !a ton-  
ference agreed that &chuanaland shoilld okrain ~r&=?pen- 
dence on the 30th September, ?&3& 

What I regret a b u t  all of this 1s t b .  WLT m Uerlsados 
in 1651, we defeated the full nlighb i t 4  ??L Erlfl~ki i;r?ver"- 
ment a d  declared o~l~sehcs irdcpxden: The\ S L ~ P P C ;  a 

treaty with Barbados in wFdch o w  fr4.9iloms a re  pr.cr,ciu wd, 
This i s  not a country in which you 2aiv r a ? f r s  inud C ,wfs 
as you have in Bechuansland. 131s E3extcms lap? 1 s B Td %st 
country with millions of acres of i m c l .  They ha ~e i x  re 
people, but less schools tl'm yoc Fwr 1-  he parmh of 
Christ Church It i s  e country whicb : T  r.?l~pie+e!y :ur- 
rounded by South Africa and other I?ost lk states, The 5-0- 

ple raise very little crops and they h4vr  very iixtia crr vrl 

industries, Seretse ICharra intrdrrca.  chic ystrrr, t?f~cpre - 
sentative Assembly, as far as J k ~ c + .  # i f A  e r t m  I*.' [ran- 
chise and they have a h i d e r  nf d~ L p y r n ~ l t ~ m  

In 1965, they got a self-goiremjns; Cnnsxi-utux, Let us 
say, for argument's sake, that our ::cmx~:utmn i s  c.ri the 
same level with theiss and t h t  ~t 1s nor irrffrLfiely superior 
to theirs. They can go up to X ~ n d n n  ~ 3 t d  get l~ldelredance 
on the 30th September tNs )ea- and wenre st:ll !ism here 
wasting time with these hmrbups diem WF haim 1.1 13m . 
h d o s  who know not wknce tiley c o ~ r ~ r  or  khere they sre 
going. All that they &re tryirq to dc ~s tr f so~  the wple 
in Ekrbados that the members nf the C;nvtrnxw:t l i&rty and 
other self-respecting peopk in ESarlwbs still have i o  go 

cap in hand to some European gentleman in St, James 
Place asking him: "Please k g  yo1n pardon, Sir: will you 
tell us if i; is possible for us to have elections or  whether 
we should wall until we get our tndtpendence?" 

T l ~ i t  LS what  *he k m  senior member for the City, the 
bm, seruiir ir lerrik Lx St. PNhp, theion. junfor member 
for S:. George, the h a .  junior rnemkr  for Christ Church 
think, 'I:m i s  t ix mentality which they have; and they do 
not reaa, as the ton. senior member for St, Peter has said 
so often. They only read the pictures in the newspapers and 
only when it is their own picture. Jf they lud come to me in 
a decent way, I would have loaned them any of these papers 
because I have ;lad them from all the time in 1946. J3ut 
they haw this I ~ C B  t h a ~  they a rc  going to report to some- 
body, They say: "'Wait until I get inside the Conference 
rco 11 and i shrl report," rhey do not believe in the prin- 
ciple of rutochthuny. I spit ir in here and I dcubt whether 
any of r h m  can spell it correctly. "Autochthony" i s  one 
word whch is ertxewced by rhe most benighted part of the 
Co~~n?onwatalth a d  by the most Conservative in the United 
Kingdom as meaning that the people of the country have a 
right t:c devtse a Cdnstiiaion for themselves, and that 
Const'tVlcr? i s  to receive the same authority as an Act 
ofthe Imperial Parliarnent,Ithas happened from 1922,It did 
nor b p p e ~  with the British North American countries he- 
cause P:E Bririshwas dealing with a plural society and 
widely-spread erhsllc groups whn did not even speak the 
same luljluage; and the result is that they imposed the 
British N o r ~ h  American Act on thc Canadian people, and 
after : twe Years they still do m t  have autochrhony and 
the c s u n r r y  1s in danger of breaking up. 

A I'onsdtcrtion can only 'w amended by an Imperial 
Act of G r a t  Britain When we rake our destiny in our 
hands, we ~ritend to amem by our hauds; and any one who 
abstains from participation In the excrclses which we a r e  
rar ry iw on ncvr shnuld aimair. from living in the country 
and go 70 a country which has that rarifled atmosphere. 
They should go there and ~enle down there so that they 
could jostle with the British rank and file. 
5.05 p,m. 

Let: t.kr11 STI\Y out ~f tlie sunshine of Ehrbados and 
leave us who want to live irl the ~unshinc d a m  here, I should 
be very glad to give them ia om -way ticket and pay for their 
borrdirlg and lodging for s limited wried of three to four 
weeks They win have to be o : ~  their own after that. You 
canrot reprobaiz and approbate at  the same time. You 
cannnt say:"I am notlali'a "todo w~rkt 'heext~cise ,~ '  and 
&en try b push someone tkeocgh the door at Seawell try- 
ing to pez on 2 x  plane to London. 

At leasf 'tlr. Matante had the decency to withdraw 
from t k  c-jnfepencz when k did not get his views accepted. 
Dr. Jagan did the same thg, Iie said he did not believe 
that Bx ftish G ~ t l a u  shaiId per Independence. T h t  was be- 
cause he was not iri power, &cause the Opposition is not 
1i1 ypomr, they a re  t h  Jagmitts  of 13rrbados. 

Anyme wh3 m s  ljved hwa:h the yoke of Colonialism 
cannot 5e: d m ~ x d  T.) k o t k r  than a traitor to tds country 
when for pulitica! reasons he opposes the independence of 
his country. Every patnot has the sight to join forces with 
all and smliry to acheve independence if IE considers that 
Ns people are worthy of B position In the sun You have to 
look at these pwple as &P cur;.er:!ely sinister, malevolent, 
malicious ')anci of brigmi! as y c ~  h v e  ever set your eyes 
on. 

They are. people, a:: i ?a13 last week, who believe in a 
Governnimt i(l wllich you g e t m h  2vernigh:. There are  
only three ways to get r d i  qu~c!dy, as  far as I know: if 
you arc  m t  fmrn d h  ,nones, c r  you cfo not strike oil on 
your prcpel-T, )cu ttwe to sYin a sweepstake or rhe pools, 
r8r yov .have eo rob ~ o i r ~ ~ i x d : i  ?'hey hketo choose the third 
way, become they fee1 tlui i f  hey get into positions of 
aurbri ty they will  be able to exp'oit the rest of the com- 
r n ~ d t y  md get rich as quickly as pos,ssib!e. 

T%ts Gnvernmeisr is ~13i k r e  tc; adlow anyone to get 
p i d l  quick, Whatever they may ~111 the general public, or  

,:t 



Whatever they may write to the newspapers, their funda- 
mental opposition to the Government involved i s  thrt they 
c a m t  get rich quick. They want to become millionaires 
overnight, That i s  the one factor that binds them together 
because they have no ideology, because ideology i s  a thing 
of the spirit and of the mind, 

Apart from the &chunalmd Conference there have 
been of course during the past twelve months about three 
to four Conferences held in the United Kingdom on Indepen- 
dence for various states, I have cited two of them, both 
of which took place this year --  thrt of Guyana, that of 
Bechuanaland, In both of these places the Opposition Par- 
ties acted up in the same way that you find the Opposition 
acting up in Barbados, They wanted to postpone the Inde- 
pendence of their countries. They say that this, that, and 
the other is unconstitutional, and that it hrs been too sudden 
for them. They want elections and things of that nature, 
and I cannot find a single case in which their views were ac- 
ceded to. 

Now, Sir, if I may proceed to the Constitution itself. 
As I intimated earlier, there are  abouttwenty-fiveamend- 
ments which, after discussion and consultation 1 will be 
introducing. In addition to these amendments you will find 
that in the front of the document itself as printed and cir- 
culated there are certain errata which have to be included 
in the Constitution and these a re  concerned mostly with 
typographical errors. The Constitution itself, Mr. Speaker, 
is divided into a total of ten chapters, The first one is the 
preliminary chapter which contains the Interpretation 
Clause and provision that in the event of any conflict be- 
tween the Constitution and other laws of the island the 
Constiti~tional provisions shall prevail. It reads: 'This  
Constitution is the supreme law of Barbados and if any 
other law is inconsistent with this Constitution, this Con- 
stitution shall prevail and the other law shall to the extent 
of the inconsistency, be void." 
5.15 p, m, 

Mr. Speaker, I do not propose togothrough the errata 
became members should have made those corrections for 
themselves. 

There are ten chapters, as I said before, The second 
chapter deals with citizenship. It deals with persons who 
kcome citizens on the appointed day, that is, on D-day 
minus one, and every person born in Barbados will be a 
citizen on the day before the day of Independence. Then 
there are other persons who were born outside Barbados 
in section 2-01 (2). If their fathers had died before In- 
dependence Day and the fathers were entitled to become 
citizens of Barbados on the day before Independence Day, 
then those persons are without any further formality en- 
titled to become citizens of Barbados as well. Every person 
who was born in the island of Barbados prior to the day be- 
fore Independence Day is a citizen, and every person whose 
father becomes or would but for his death have become a 
citizen, that is a person born outside, shall also become a 
citizen of Barbados. 

In 2-01 (3) any woman who on the appointed day is  or  
had been married to a person who became a citizen of 
Barbados by virtue of subsection (1) or  subsection (2) of 
this section shall become a citizen of Barbados, The first 
amendment, therefore, is to insert "or subsection (2)'' after 
"(1)" in line two of section 2-01 (3) (a). The next amend- 
ment is to substitute the word "sub-section" for "section" 
in line four of section 2-01 (3) 0): so that the section will 
now read as follows:- 

"@) who, having died before the appointed day would, 
but for his death, have become a citizen of Barbados by 
virtue of that subsection shall become a citizen of Barba- 
dos,'' 

Page 7, Sir, also deals with Citizenship, and there are 
amendments which I should like to make. They are  as 
follows:- 

In Section 2-02, line two -- for the word "has" sub- 
stitute "had", and delete "subsequently", 

In line three -- for the words "registration under" 
substitute the words 'Virtue of", 

In line four - for "(2)1' substitute "(4)": for 'This 
section" substitute "section 2-01". 

In line seven - -  after the word "allegiance" insert a 
comma, 

In Section 2-05, remove the bracket symbols appear- 
ing in lines four and six, and insert a comma after the 
word "and" in line 4, 

There is a long amendment to Section 2-07 (3) on page 
8, This Section deals with the status of Commonwealth 
citizens in so far a s  the Constitution is  concerned, and it 
reads as follows:- 

"Save as may be otherwise provided by Parliament, 
the countries to which this section applies are  the United 
Kingdom and Colonles, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, India, Pakistan, Ceylon, Ghma, the Federation .-. 
of Malaysia, the Federal Republic of Nigeria, the Republic 
of Cyprus, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Jamaica, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Uganda, Malawi, Kenya, Zambia, Singapore, 
Gambia, Malta, Guyana, and such other Commonwealth 
countries as the Governor-General may declare by pro- 
clamation", 

With the exception of the first three of them, every 
single country that I have read out will have had Indepen- 
dence since 1945, 
5..25 p , m  

I would just like to point out that we have left out the 
interpretation of "Commonwealth" deliberately because 
I think i t  would be for the United Kingdom Government to 
say whrt their definition of "Commonwealth" should be. 
We could not define whrt a Commonwealth citizen is. If 
you ask us what a British subject is, we cannot describe it. 

If you go to page 12, Section 3-02, line six - for the 
words "Act of Parliamentw substitute "law", This section 
would now read:- "3-02, Subject to the provisions of sec- 
tions 3-03, 3-04 and 3-05 of this Constitution, no law shall 
abrogate abridge o r  infringe or authorise the abrogation, 
abridgment or infringement of any of the rights and free- 
doms hereinbefore recognised and declared and in particu- 
lar  no law shall do any of thethings which a re  enumerated 
here thereunder, '* 

On page 12, in Section 3-02, paragraph (c) (ii)the Law 
Society has suggested that we should make provision for 
legal advisers to have the right to have private cornmuni- 
cation with their clients.. We have inserted the word 
"private," It will now read:-" 

"(c) deprive a person who has been arrested or  
detained - 

Qi) of the right to retain and instructwith- 
out delay a legal adviser of his own 
choice and to hold private communica- .4 

tion with him; *' 

The word 'privateWhrs been inserted before the words 
 communication^, We know what it i s  with a Sergeant of 
Police leaning over your shoulder, Therefore I would be 
the first person to uphold this amendment, Ido not say that 
the Police go in for beating, I know what it has been like: so 
I want to make it clear that when a lawyer interviews his 
client and the client should make any statement that he i s  
ill-treated by the Police or any s:aternent which he may 
care to make, the Police Force i s  not near to hear such 
statement. We have therefore put in this section to be en- 
shrined in the Constitution, 

Some hon, members may have on page 11, Chapter iii, 
the words, ''?he Recognition and Production of Human 
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms" printed in their copies 
which have been circulated, The word "Protection" i s  the 
correct word: therefore, delete the word "Production" 
and substitute the word "Protection", 



On page 15, Section 3-06, line three - after "sec- 
tions" add the words "of this Chapter", 

The Section would now read:- 

'3-06. (1) For the removal of doubts it i s  hereby de- 
clared that if any person alleges that any of the provisions 
of the foregoing section's of this Chapter or section 3-07 of 
this Constitution has been, is being, or  is likely to be con- 
travened in relation to him, then without prejudice to any 
other action with respect to the same matter which is law- 
fully available, that person may apply to the Supreme Court 
for redress, 

On Page 17, in Section 3-08. (1) @) in the first line 
the word "Proclamation" is spelt with a capital "P". 
Substitute a common "p9'.  
5.35 p.m. 

I come now to page 35 Section 5-11, After the word 
"Barbados" delete the word "and" and words following 
thereafter down to the word "state". In Section 5-l l(2) - 
the whole paragraph is to be deleted and the following sub- 
stituted: 

"Parliament shall have the power to make provision 
for - 

(a) the accession to Barbados of any other territory 
or state: 

(b) any union or other form of association between 
Barbados and any other territory or stateon such 

terms as may be agreed upon." 

So there are two changes, the deletion in Section 
5-l(1) and the addition of provisions for accession in 
paragraph 5-11(2), that paragraph beim divided into sub- 
sections (a) and @) so that it will read: "Parliament shall 
have power to make provisions for (a) the accession to 
Barbados of any other territory or state: (b) any union or 
form of association between Barbados and any other terri-  
tory or state on such terms as may be agreed upon." 

There is no such provision in the Constitutionof Trini- 
dad and Tobago: hence the Grenada predicament. It is a 
very important section. 

Section ,?-I2 deals with amendments to the Constitution 
and it reads as follows:- "Subject to the provisions of this 
section, Parliament may alter any of the provisions of this 
Constitution " Sub-section (2) says: "(2) Inso far as it 
alters - 

(a) this section; 

(b) Sections 2-01 to 2-10 (inclusive), 3-01 to 3-14 
(inclusive), 4-01, 5-01, 5-04, 5-11, 5-20, 5-25, 
5-26, 6-01, 6-15, 6-19 to 6-21 (inclusive), 7-01 
to 7-10 (inclusive), 9-01 to 9-08 (inclusive), 
10-01, 10-06 to 10-10 (inclusive) 

a Bill for an Act of Parliament under this section shall 
not be passed by Parliament unless at the final voting 
thereon in each House it i s  supported by the votes of not 
less than two-thirds of all the members of each House." 

These Sections, you will remember, deal with what you 
may call the entrenched provisions which cannot be altered 
by a simple vote of Parliament and Section 1-02 provides 
that the Constitution shall be the supreme law of Berbados, 
The figure 1-02 and a comma will be inserted after the 
word "Sections" in line 2 and you delete "3-14'* and sub- 
stitute therefor ''3-08", We orginally had fourteen sub- 
sections but in doing the first re-draft we found that we had 
some of these provisions in our existing laws in Barbados 
and we would be only repeating something which was un- 
necessary. 

After 5-01 in the same line insert 5-02, Section 5-02 
of the Constitution deals with the compositionofthe Senate 
md this i s  one of the entrenched amendments which pro- 

vides that the composition of the Senate cannot be altered 
by a simple vote of the Legislature because that wi l l  mean 
that you will be able to change an entrenched provision of 
the Constitution by a simplevote. This i s  one of the amend- 
ments which the Law Society put forward and one which 
m ourselves - without detracting in any way from the 
suggestions made by the Law Society - felt soon after the 
document was printed it would be safe to put in. 

If you go back to the errata you will see that on page 
42 we are  inserting a new sectionto be numbered 5-23 
which deals with restrictions on the powers of the Senate 
etc. 
5.45 p.m. 

"Restriction on "5-23 (1) Any statutory instrument 
powers of to which this section applies and which, 
Senate as to having been laid before the Senate in any 
certain statu- session at  least one month before the 
tory instruments end of the session, i s  not approved by 

the Senate in that session shall, if it i s  
again laid before the Senate at  least one 
month before the end of the next suc- 
ceeding session (whether or  not the 
Senate and the General Assembly have 
been dissolved between those two 
sessions), be deemed to have beenap- 
proved by the Senate at the end of the 
latter session if it has not earlier been 
so  approved: 

Provided that the foregoing provi- 
sions of this subsection shall not have 
effect unless at least seven months have 
elapsed between the date on which the 
statutory instrument i s  laid before the 
Senate in the first session and the date 
on which it i s  so laid in the second ses- 
sion, 

(2) In this section "statutory in- 
strument" means any document by 
which the Governor General, a Minister 
or  any other executive authority has 
exercised the power to make, confirm 
o r  approve orders, rules, regulations 
or  other subordinate legislation, being 
a power conferred by any Act of the 
Island (whether enacted beforeor after 
the day of , 1966) and the sta- 
tutory instrument to whichthis section 
applies a re  all statutory instruments in 
respect of which it i s  provided On what- 
ever terms) that they may not come into 
force until approved by the Senate, 
(3) For the purpose of this section a 
statutory instrument that i s  laid before 
the Senate in any session shall be 
deemed to be the same statutory instru- 
ment as a former statutory instrument 
laid before the Senate in the preceding 
session if, when it i s  laid before the 
Senate, it is identical with the former 
statutory instrument or  contains only 
such alterations as a r e  certified by the 
President of the Senate to be necessary 
owing to the time that has elapsed since 
the date of the former statutory instru- 
ment, 

(4) Where the office of President is 
vacant o r  the President i s  for any rea- 
son unable to perform the functions con- 
ferred upon him by the preceding sub- 
section that function may be performed 
by the Deputy President. 

(5) Any certificate of the President 
or  Deputy President given under sub- 
section (3) of this section shall be con- 
clusive for all purposes and shall not be 
questioned in any Court," 



That is quite a long amendment, but it  i s  in the Erra ta  
on pages 4, 5 and 6: and a s  a result of the i n s e d o n  of that 
new provision, Section 5-23 now becomes 5-24, 5-24 be- 
comes 5-25, 5-25 becomes 5-26, and 5-26 becomes 5-27, 

In l in t  9 of Section 5-26 (3) on page 43, 5-26 should 
read 5-27. 

We a r e  s t i l l  dealing, Mr. Speaker, wlth Section 5-12 
(2) (b) on page 36, and the amendments a r e  a s  follows:- 

Line one -- the figure "1-02" and a comma to be in- 
serted after the word 'Sections". 

Line two -- substitute 3-08 for 3-14: after "5-01," 
"5-02" and a comma to be inserted, 

Line three - substitute "5-26"for "5-25" and ''5-27'' 
for  "5-26". 

Line five - after the word "(inclusive," the numeral 
and words "8-01 to 8-03 (inclusive)," to be inserted, 

Line six - after "10-01" the comma to be deleted and 
the words '40 10-04 (inclusive)" and a comma to be in- 
serted. 

Now Sections 8-01 to 8-03 which m have just inserted 
a r e  the sections dealing with the Public Service Commis- 
sion - the Powers and Functions of the Public Service 
Commission, and Sections 10-01 to 10-04 deal with the 
matters  of finance to which I referred before. I have a new 
Section 10-04, but I will deal with that when I come to it: 
but this new Section 10-04 i s  going to be entrenched. This 
i s  one which will be inserted through us  in the Ministry 
of Finance - that is, myself and the Financial Secretary: 
but the suggestion for the entrenchment of the Powers and 
Functions of the Public Service Commission, 8-01 to 8-03 
have come from the Law Society and we accepted these 
amendments. 

We now turn from page 36 to page 42, but 1 think we 
have already done that, and on page 43 all the re-number- 
ing is done there a s  well. The next page i s  page 54 which 
deals with the office of theDirector of Public Prosecutions 
whose office shall be a public office. After the word "of- 
fice" delete the full stop and add "and who shall be appoint- 
ed by the Governor-General by instrument under the Public 
sea l  acting on the advice of the Judicial and Legal Service 
Commission" This places the Director of Public Prosecu- 
tions on the same footing a s  the Puisne Judges. The whole 
Section 6-19 (1) reads a s  follows" - 

' T h e r e  shall be a Director of Public Prosecutions 
whose office shall be a public office, and who s h l l  be 
appointed by the Governor-General by Instrument under the 
Public Seal acting on the advice of the Judicial and Legal 
Service Commission. '' 

This is also a suggestion from the Law Society, an 
amendment which i s  accepted by the Government. 

Gn page 61, Mr. Speaker, dealing with the acting 
Judges of the Supreme Court in the proviso to Section 
7-03 (2). in line 2 -- after the word "office" delete the 
full stop and add "by writing under his hand addressed 
to the Governor-Generalu, The proviso therefore reads 
a s  follows:- 

"Provided that he may, a t  my time, resign his acting 
office by writing under his hand addressed to the Governor- 
General, '' 

In Section 7-06 (1) on page 62 the same thing applies: 

"he may a t  any Ume resignhis  office by writing under 
his hand addressed to the Governor-General;" 

And then it  goes on: 

(b) the Gcitrilcr_. &lleral, acting in the case of the 
C h e f  Justice on t k  recommendation of the P r i m e  
91 !n: &r i r 1 II the case of any other Judge on the ad- 
\ ~ c e  ! . '-it .# udlcial and L.qai Service Commission, 
r , ~ y  1 1  ~t a ? udge who attains the ageof sixty-five 
years r - ,nrlr,llr: in office until he has attained such 
later age, v t  exceed~ng sixty-seven years, a s  may 
be agreed between them,'' 

5.55 p.m. 

C h  Page 67, you will remember that weentrenched an 
amendment; therefore 8-01, 8-02, and 8-03 deal with the 
powers and authority of the Public Service Commission. 

We the]! c a x e  ro Page 83, Fecrim 10-03 (5). lines six 
and ten - fcr the word "into' substirute "in" wherever it 
it appears. That deals w:rh "!ntroduce into the General 
A s s e m b l ~ ' ~  ar.d ~t shmld read "introduce In the General 
Assevbly'  . Tk word "int )" appears on two occasions 
in lines s!x a d  ten."lntc~" is substituted by "in". 

There IS a very long amendment on page 84. It 1s one 
which I erroneously referred to and this is dealing with the 

)6 

finances, l h l s  again reiterates the autochthonous position 
of our C o ~ s t ~ t r m o n  T h s  is :n our eicistlng Constitution, 
As far a s  we a r e  cmcerned, we a r e  satisfied that there 
is  no misunderstariJing with section 10-04 as  it stands, 
but in order  trlat 't'lere shiuid be no mistake about it, we 
a r e  deleting 10-04 sad we a r e  replacing it by clause 38 
of the ex7 -1 ; 1 er ters  i'atent 1 1 tar1 VI11 I ( I I I  (iz s . It should 
therefri.. r - I a s  fqli 1-4s:- 

"Ai l  p , , , , r  rnalues raised, r wluch shall be raised, 
by authorlr: l! any law of the Island, shall be Issued by 
warrant u~c'cr  t'e hand of the ?linister respons~ble for 
finance or  llndes the halid of some person nuthorised by 
him In wrlr ng a ~ d  d~sposed of for the support of the Gov- 
ernment of  :he Island, or for such other purposes a s  shall 
be partic i31ai Iv eppointed by such law, and not otherwise. " 

On Pdur .  37, Section 10-0'i (4)" m e  three - delete the 
words "apoo!~:*.ed day" and substitute " day of 

1966." That 1s what we have to decide. 

On  pa^+ & I ,  S e c t i ~ c  10-10 (2) it), last line - for the 
word '*kt! : , '( substitute "Fo!ire". It is to be "Police 
Service rs\mn" and m t  "Public Service Commis- 
s l o r ~ ~ ~  r ' 3  al;c,ther mnendrr ent from the Law Society. 

O:I pap? 2 - and t h s  is  tile lss t  page in the document - 
dealing w t '  ' a t h ~ "  there is a n  avendwent and there is  
g, od reit, ' inat IT. line seven - after "as" delete the 
m r d  "r ' . l l h - t ~ ~ i t r  " P ~ F - C "  and after "/" insert 
:he r n r d  ?. t 8 

I haye I:iiil A long correspmdcnce over that. The Gov- 
ernment ii: very concerned about the reckless untruths and 
misstatemexs whlch were. made by members of the Oppo- 
sition a b u t  transactions c-,r other matters which were al- 
leged to hase taken place in Cabinet. That i s  why I said 
that there a r e  pmpie in this country who deserve to be in 
gao I. A 

We had a lorg correspondence withthe United Kingdom 
Government explaining that members of the Oppositionhad 
broken a11 rhe rules of the Constitution, and it was pointed 
out to us that :he provisions : ~ f  O W  Oaths of Allegiance did 
not sufficienrly bmd members of the Cabinet to the oath in 
:he way it does in Great Britain. In the other Common- 
wealth comtries  all that they used to say was:- 

"I ....... ....... ..... .... ...... . . . ~  . , .  do swear to Al- 
mighty God that ! will be faithful toHer Majesty the Queen, 
Her Heirs a id Successorsv o r  something like that. 

Now, we a r e  emellding it that you may say:- 
' 'I , being appointed 
Pr ime  Minister.hTiniste~/Parliamentr~y Secretary, do 
swear that 1 w i 3  3.;o the best of my judgment, a t  a l l  t imes 
when so  reqdred ,  freely give my counsel and advice to the 
Governor-General (or any other person for the t ime being 



lawfully performing the functions of t h ~ t  office) for the 
good management of the public affairs of Barbados, a d  I 
do further swur t h t  I will not on any account , at any time 
whatsoever, disclose the counsel, advice, opinion o r  vote 
of any particular Minister o r  Parliamentary Secretary and 
thrt I will not, except with the authority of the Cabinet md 
to such extent as  may be required for the good management 
of the affairs of Barbados, directly or indirectly reveal 
the business or proceedings of the Cabinet or the nature 
o r  contents of any documents communicated to me as 
Prime Minister/MinisterParliamentary Secretary or any 
matter coming to my knowledge ih my capacityas such and 
that in all things I will be a true and faithful Prime Min- 
ister/MinisterParliamentary Secretary. 

So help me God." 

The amendment is  inserted as  well. 

The ridiculous situation that we have found ourselves 
in i s  when we had certain purveyors of lies and speculators 
in evil, certain things taking place in Cabinet or that were 
not taking place, were brought out, We found ourselves in 
this position that I could havegot upand said that this thing 
did not take place o r  that this thing took place in order to 
refute what those very people were going around saying: 
but then I would be disclosing a secret. They went around 
saying to the Leader of the Opposition that this thing had 
taken place o r  had not taken place because they were in 
debt to him politically, financially or otherwise. 
6.05 p.m. 

You get the Leader of the Opposition getting up and 
saying that it is an open secret that such-and-such a thing 
took place in the Cabinet. I could have called any of them 
damned liars or anything that would have been parliament- 
ary, but as a lawyer I realised that if you say that some- 
thing did not u k e  place in Cabinet you are saying what did 
a k a  place. I wrote to some of the various experts in the 
U,K, md we were advised that there was not much that we 
could do about it, as a result ofthe rather inadequate Pro- 
missory Oaths Act which we have in this country. This 

=- 
follows the U.Y Oath of Allegiance and it is  one which we 
intend to embody in the Constitution 

I do not have to warnother Ministers,that from the date 
of Independence if they are  so misguided as to get up in the 
Legislature and say that something did or did not take 
place in Cabinet it wouId not be a question of resignation. 
The Director of Public Prosecutions would be induty bound 
without m y  direction to prosecute them under the Promis- 
sory Oaths Act, There are  some people who are  so indis- 
creet o r  malicious that they should never aspire to be 
Cabimt Ministers because they cannot keep their mouths 
uiet and they willonly put themselves in trouble after In- 

!emndence. I mean members on the Opposition side, of 
course, 

Mr. Speaker, inintroducing my matter ofthis kind in 
this Chamber, we usually postpone the Preamble, Wehave 
prepared a Preamble, but the customary procedure would 
be to circularise members of the Assembly, and the Pre- 
amble would be put after the approval of the House is  given 
to the Constitution itself. 

Before I si t  down I should like to make it clear that 
any sensible amendments which would improve the Consti- 
tution and make it a more democratic document than it is  
would be welcomed bythe Government, and this is  a matter 
of free conscience. In a matter like the Constitution any 
members of the House whether absent or present c m  in 
this House, in this Place, make any proposals to the Gov- 
ernment. and the Government will give them the same 
mature consideration t h ~ t  we give to the submissions made 
by private practitioners, the Law Society as a body and the 
members of the Chamber of Commerce, We cannot do any- 
thing more than that. They have had the opportunity, but 
this Government will never show so much contempt for the 
Parliamentary institutions of which we form an integral 
part, or debase the Gnstitution by discussing it in Cheap- 
side, Bullens Alley or Watkins Alley and not have it on 

record of the Legislature. That i s  this Government's con- 
tention, a d  we are  prepared to defend that contention. We 
are  not prepared to defend our Draft to the death if sorne- 
thing appears to us to have some element of commonsense 
o r  justia; but we do not intend to keep this debate down to 
the gutter where the Opposition now has it, 

They can keep it there, Mr,Speaker. Theywill emerge 
from the gutter a d  with the grimeon them they will get on 
the plane, I do not want m y  dirty person sitting down in 
a plane with me; so I advise themto make use of the facil- 
ities we have at Graves End and have a bath and get the 
dirt off them. 

When they get to London they must realise that Mr. Lee 
is  no school master for this Government, I want to make 
this clear. Tbe Government has accepted, as you can see, 
a large number of amendments from people who are not 
even elected representatives of the people. You would not 
want me, Sir, to reiterate what Mr. Lloyd George said at 
the time the Irish Constitution that "we are  going to follow 
the example which h s  been set in the framing of every 
Constitution throughout the Empire. The Constitution is 
drafted in this Island by the territory, the Imperial Par- 
liament taking such steps as  may be necessary to legalise 
these decisions, " 

Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that this Resolution do 
now pass (Cheers) 

Hon. G. G, Fergusson: I beg to second that, 

Mr. WALCOTI': Mr, Speaker, after thetlon, Premier 
has given a long dissertation on this Constitution I do not 
think I should do more than move the adjournment: but I 
know that the motion should be seconded in its formal 
sense and I think that we should take the opportunity to 
place on record not only our satisfaction at the way in 
which the Premier dealt with the matter, butthe conspicu- 
ous inability of those who adorn this Chamber to partici- 
pate in a useful exercise. 

If I were a dictator I would make it a condition of 
entering this Chamber that a member should have some 
elementary lessons in parliamentary conduct and under- 
standing, Governments cannot be run by fools, the unedu- 
cated and unlearned. There are  too many uninitiated people 
practicing politics, Fortunately it is  a crime for any un- 
registered or quack doctor to practice on the human body, 
but it is nothing wrong for a bunchof fools to send a whole 
nation into misery. 

Those who have stayed away must have seenthe writ- 
ing on the wall, that the time is coming when outside of 
this Chamber is  the place for them. They go into the mar- 
ket place, They are  reducing the Constitutiondebateof this 
country to the Market Square. May be in these days they 
hear so much about the European Common Market that 
they believe that any market place is  an appropriate place 
to discuss serious matters. But the European Common 
Market in itself is  not a debate on markets, but a debate 
with the parliamentarians of the six European Countries. 
6.15 p.m. 

The Premier did not emphasise this, and it is  for him 
to do it, but I am going to do it; I think we have demon- 
strated and will continue to demonstrate that there a re  
people in this Island whose main intention is to create a 
damaging image of the Hon, Premier and his Party to the 
extent that they do not care ifthey damage the whole coun- 
try, I have enough positive evidence by the number of 
threatening letters I have received fromtimeto time which 
could form a picture gallery in any museum, Underlying 
all of them is the theme that the Premier and myself and 
the Hon, Minister of Education a re  collaborating. I was to 
have died on 1st March, 1966, But I am like Saint Paul; I 
die daily, In public life you die daily with the evil around 
you and sometimes the monnmental ignorance you have to 
wade throu$h, and this number of threatening letters 
coincides with the speeches you hear, and the innuendos 
you get coming out of the mouths of some of their satellites 



about who should !x d e s ~ r o y d ;  and some of them acciden- 
tally ucr the s c l w  type of language that is found in their 
poison pen lerters, 

Now r iiqd in  Barlsados rhat too many Barbadians a r e  
unwilling :o speak m t  b l d l y  againsiwickedness and ignor- 
ance. They a r e  twn twiri b r o ~ h e r s .  It i s  clifficillt for an ig- 
norant marl to bc, other than wicked, and ssometimes things 
a r e  done more CIUC of ignorance than out of ev%mindedness. 
Those who pre:end that they represent people and who have 
been placed i n  a position of responsibility a r e  completely 
unaware of wba: tl.,ejr respor;zibi!it;r involves, and this 
whole exercise d i~llrlfindence ~ n d  the debate throughout 
this coilijti-y is a r'iessic example of the stupendous ignor- 
ance xe: ha7.e t:7 deal with in :politic~.i matters.  They have 
absolriic?y iic ~~li t ic :x!  sagacity whatsoever, because if they 
had t h w  wc;~ld reslise d u ~  even the recently independent 
nations of East AI~ICEI,  k..enya, Uganda, Tanganyika find it 
difficul: to federate eve17 aher becorndng independent, Why? 
To fede:..te :s a p2Pi:ical exercise f:~r ?he leaders: so you 
must find a common colrmun!ry of interest with the other 
territorieq with vhi:~ri y ~ u  going to federatebefore you can 
begin to talk. Some of ihern speak a b u t  federation a s  if i t  
is welding thio b d i e s  of steel tcgether insorne engineering 
shop, and a11 :wu need i s  a good welder to join Barbados 
wirh St, I.11cia (:r k s ~ i n i c a  by applyingthe torch, removing 
the sea and 1:iinging the land rogetlie; so that it is one bit 
af land They f o r ~ e t  y o u  'lave tcdcalwirh persons who a r e  
pozrical leadcrs, cr~J you have ED ask  if they have the same 
political faith or the same wlit icai  philosophy.If you want 
a classic example of the d i f f ~ c ~ ~ l t i e s ,  take our little island 
where some of them pretend that they possess the same 
Soz ia l i s  philoscphy a s  the !nenibers of the Government, and 
yet they cannot find ti common a r e s  of agreement, How much 
more can WP find a cn!nmon area cf agreement with people 
who live iii  another territory" 

Some of the members who belongtothis Chamber have 
said so much against and a b u t  the Prerruer in a derogatory 
manner that ever1 in their letter to you, Iclr, Speaker, they 
had the irnperLirie~ice of writing a b u t  some spurious au- 
thority which :'ye Legislature ~iould give to the passing of 
this Draft i:nnstieutim. Tbey a r e  absolute political dunces, 
They a re  talkicg about Psriiament giving spurious authority. 
As the Prernier ?as rightly said, no:onlydo they want rule 
by the minority, but without mderstanding politics what- 
soever rhey want to project in a community like this that 
in political i s sues  t!wre m m t  of recessity be two sides, 
The Fen. Premier  likened it to a cricket o r  football match, 
This is no cri;.ket o r  football matchwithtwo opposing par- 
ties, and t h e r e k r e  tc have goo6 politics you must of 
neces:ity have: cpp(sitic,n ?o cornrnonseme, and common- 
sense must be ~ ! e d w c d  fo the riciiculcus farce where it 
must he opposed on a political k s u e  in order  to demon- 
s t rate  that vou arc givi.ng the '&position a chance. 

1 think in my political career  I have dealt hl th  the 
Leader of the Cppositiuil, The ILeader nf the Opposition 
i s  not rhe Leader of that Party. He has been used by that 
Party as  a physical demcnsrrztion to preject an image that 
i s  damaging a the b d y  ofpolitics and society ir, this coun- 
t ry a s  a whole. Imakethat analysis to show that ir i s  easier  
to get a mail inany coianial terr i tory like the Leader of the 
Opposition in t b ~ s  i;~elodrnmrtic role which he plays thsn 
ever  :o get the hon. j~mior member for Christ Church stand- 
ing on s political platform and demonstrating with sincerity 
and purpose a Selief in the causeof the working c!ass man, 
The reason for  that i s  thrr whe~~i!nenlike: the Leader of the 
Opposition k c o m t  the standard bearers  of the rich, they 
a r e  no longer poorf but a r e  brought out of the realms of 
poverty aad adorned by those who si t  in rich places, 
6.25 p.m. 

Men like the hon. !urnlor member for Christ Church 
should get on a public platform a s  was done when we had a 
demons:ratici? here hy the ?ate A. E. S. Lewis who went to 
a premsture grave ksed 03 the strengthof his conscience 
in s s s o c i x t f q  himself with the working class  movement in 
a positive m a r m r .  Because of that, he paid the supreme 
price. 

The time has come whei! gcogic inust be hbold eilo-h 
to have ideas; and a s  regards this enis:griinationof nothing- 
ness, if I had m y  wa). u"r011~ it B w.uid i w f  a iot of p a p l e ,  
Who ever  engizerer i  r h s  id?% thur in h r b a d o s  this 
little co1nposi:ion or) t'ris side cf e!le T;ibIc calling itself 
the Oppositior hs any rig'hf to go 60 l~ondon, creating un- 
necessary experm en The puhlic p;rrw'? ?"he Opposition is 
comprised of two iir~le groups of four smrnkers each, and 
you get matb.ematiciar.s m d  t . k  n.eTvsp,aper,s writing quite 
a lot of ignoracce saying that the Part;. which lost the last  
elections got more wtes rhsn ~ h c  fifteen members of the 
D.L.P.. I shoxld like xo flog &lI  those wim write these 
things until they write the right thing I ttod a man so  and 
he said that sornehdy  at Oxicrd had written I t  and he i s  a 
mathematiclen. I iio fist ne-an i:O a?%.& rnarhematicians, 
but the question of wring i s  not \:iZii~:fii ~ a t h e r n r t i c s  for 
one to work out. Yc;'t;u have dot::% member constituencies 
and you have the overlappirg of votes. According to how 
you worked our: this, ~ O L I  are gti itig ~ y ~ ~ t e s  to my losers, 
and when you have finislad ccurxing up you a r e  saying that 
my losers  got more votes rhan I got 1 

I met the Hon. l e a d e r  of crhe Cpyx?sition at  a meeting 
when we were discussing this inmcer and to 'nave become 
the leader of the Opposition, i~ nec.ds :o be t'har.kful, All 
that he has go: is ?has cltj t i ~ x  poU.tica1 -me-catching 
technique, fie has .:lo groJzctims for the removal of pov- 
erty, but repunts rh sane, i s j m c t i s q  fnar p?li!osophy, that 
"the poor shall always k wi:!fl? IE anti had it  not been for 
the grace of God, there wodd I I-we &m." I l e  has made 
that benediction; t?lerefcre yo11 ciln haw millions of poor 
people, You find him maklrg use of al l  C~ese meaningless 
phrases. 

Some years  agc, they appointed d man a s  Elections 
Officer to control c lec t~osa  an.: Fac carne up with the ma- 
thematical calculation to yrovl: t h r  by the nurnher of votes 
polled, they would he bigger rban 5k total population of 
Barbados, including the pwple in the almshouse, the 
little children and the people in S(el1deiry. They came to 
this conclusion by n-~ultipl-fing one t o t e  by four. F'le then 
added them al l  together and said that 90 many people voted 
for  those who were elected ancl then you add up al l  of the 
votes for  the losers  together end yov sa1.i that more people " 
voted fcjr the losers Hz prcrcir~cj r 6 onur.druinof a larger  
number of votes ir: the parish rhan the pqmlarion of the 
whole parish 'because yo!! Fid tms rr~ss ignorance that in 
St, Michaef, of the candidates w h  losrtheelection, one got 
10,000 votes, another 22,000, and anorher 7,0@O and another 
4,000 and the mar, who wonrhe elec tion cnly getting 23,000, 
When you aided up the vctes oftbe p w p k  who went to the 
poll, youonly got 20,030. Fie pr.+! cec' I n  re votes than 
persons, Therefore, you xnt t h i ~  sect of thing, this non- 
sense whlch was writtell 1.1 newspapers 

One of our col1eap;ile:; ssiti ih i t  urdo~ziipietely, there is 
no medical yrescrip! ii;n f?r  igwrence, you cannot send a 
man to a uharmacy snd prescr;?x ti. give him Ftensic  o r  
Cafenol o r  any ar8.i-bwtiics friar wc~i!d remedy ignorance; 
therefore, . x f o ~ t m a t e l y ,  we i-zi?:rb P:O IjVe in a democracy 
with it, Since the projeerion of independence came up, we 
have had this unleashing of Ip -mance  which bas caused 
people outside of h r h d o s  w i ~ c  gave Barbadions credit for  - 
k i n g  an edncared people to be now wondering what it  i s  
now that the b r b a d i a r ~ s  are eating, in rl1i.s exercise which 
we have been discussing, by the a m h s  nfrnenbers  of the 
Opposition, they cmmr in!agirw t h t  t l ~ r a  could be this lot 
of ignorance over indepwdeircn. 3 !s damaging to our  
country, and our friswjs on :he cfher :iide h u e  lost the 
debate and the battle cn !!~dtpel~ilencc. 

Sir,  I am going back prior t o i h e d e b t e  in this Cham- 
ber on independence. C?e of the f o r r i i ~ r  Ministers who left 
the Governmenr told me: ' y o u  wi U w ver win b d e b t e  
in the H o u e  on indepedenze: " :I r h  time Ire was satis- 
fied that the House was t?lc cGrrecr place to determine 
whether you s h u l d  h v e  idepwdencrr o r  not, They went 
throughut the island b l d f n g  rneetiws, and wben the de- 
bate came to an mri and r t e y  found ~bt the Party in power 
won the debate Ira ns ~mwfla in  inn[-am-, then they started 



with their suggestion that you should have elections first. 
They srid that after independence and the present Premier 
was in power, there would be no election, 

Mr. Speaker, look around us. The Hon, Premier would 
be a fool to imagine that he can look at the present mem- 
bers of the Barbados Legislature a d  state that after in- 
dependence, there would be no election. 
6.35 p.m. 

That was as damaging a statement as anyone could make 
about our image. 

Then they pus in the question of Elections. As I said 
on the last occasion even the Chamber of Commerce which 
has always boasted that they are  non-political, said that 
they liked the draft Constitution, They said that it is  a good 
draft md they have made amendments, but they too are 
calling for Elections, - before what?&fore Independence? 

Mr. Spaker,  analyst it. Are there any conflicts -be- 
tween the holding of Elections and Independence in the Bar- 
badian context? Here in the Barbadian context an Election 
has to be held in the normal course of things; but Inde- 
pendence is  not a 'must' in the normal course of things. 
Independence is  a projection by the Government in power 
and it is  a projection that has taken our opponents by sur- 
prise. Their way of approaching this Government is  to 
oppose the Government by mistakes, T h y  are just like 
.some boys wha like to copy, They look into your book, and 
right o r  wrong they u e  writing also: so w k n  one has to go 
out of thc class both must go, But they are not projecting 
m v h b 3 .  

What do they have to say? They say they wanted Fed- 
eration. Do you believe, Mr. Speaker, that the Labour 
Party as  a Party should have the brass, the affrontery and 
the shamelessness seeing what has taken place with Fed- 
eration to invite this country to form a Federation after 
the painful exercise that t3 first Federal Prime Minister 
has produced, with all the opportunities that destiny gave 
him? 

If ever there was a man to whom destiny was kind it 
was Mnd to the firstaprime Minister ofthe West Indies. 
But if every man could have been born dumb he would have 
been a better Prime Minister because he would not have 
been able to make those empty, meaningless, stupid, anti- 
Federation speeches that he made and kill the whole idea 
of Federation under his very feet, 

He i s  accusing: someone of dictatorship, After having 
had to deal with him so lo= I could give lessons on dicta- 
torship when the bn, junior member for St. Peter was in 
here, I know that on a number of occasions he cried like a 
baby at the hands of his new Dean, We all remember speci- 
fically when the then Premier said that he wanted to restore 
the lost dignity of the Chair, and hedid it by removing him 
from the Chair and elevating Dr. Cummlns, These are ex- 
amples we can show when the time comes, 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member would, of course, 
make it clear to which Speaker he is  referring. 

Mr. WALCOTT: You, Sir, were never removed. You 
m r e  installed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am grateful for that assurance. 

Mr. WALCOTT: The hon. member wanted to run for 
Elections. The whole Party said that this is  the man who 
should run, but the man who believes in the tenets of de- 
mocracy said to his whole Parry that if they ran him he 

get md speak on the other m m 9 s  platform. I was a 
fledgling in those days but now resentment was boiling in 
me to see that om-  man can say that for a whole body of 
men. 

The Premier is  being accused by this gentleman of 
-being a dictator and he has promised to remove this coun- 

try from dictatorship; but t b t  is  playing the game that the 
business people have been playing and are  still playing, the 
game of economic dictatorship - the game of ostracism, 
keeping us, as  they say, in our places economically, Those 
people who are accusing the Premier of dictatorship are  
not saying what they a re  going to do to stop this type of 
economic dictatorship which we see in this island. Here 
in this island there is  a mass of people on one side and a 
minority of people on the other; and the disparity of living 
between the two is as great as  thnt between the developed 
nations and the developing nations. Those of us who try to 
erase this find that we m a t  this strong opposition from 
these political mocking birds, 

It is time that we must be blunt in our statements and 
not hide anything or be even willing to make believe that 
we do not want to call a spade a spade. The Premier is  
being accused of being a dictator. Ifhehad gone to London 
without stating w h t  the Constitution was, they would have 
said: 'We do not know w h ~ t t h e  Constitutionis," When they 
went to England on the Federal Constitutiontheyhad meet- 
ings and meetings on closer association. Theyhad private 
meetings and public meetings, but no draft came here. We 
approve in principle the idea of a Federation,No members 
of the Opposition and no political party at that time had a 
greater majority standing in the House than the present 
Government possesses. The present Government has 15 
out of 24 members. So far as  the Opposition is, t i s - a - v i  s 

the whole membership of the House, they cannot claim any 
greater representation than the one they have. 

The Government has placed this draft Constitution 
before Parliament who are  the ones to decide, But Par- 
liament is  no longer sovereign, apparently: it is  subsidiary, 
They forget that you get your authorityto be in Parliament 
from the outside. We do not get our authority to be in Par- 
liament by privilege, class or birth. Our auzhority comes 
from the electorate: but each time you get the authority 
of the electorate the minority wants to say: "No: you do not 
have the authority; we have the authority, " They are now 
saying that they are  in r lxtter position to know how the 
Government could make its plans than the Government it- 
self, because the members of the Government are so in- 
competent, 
6.45 p.m. 

I would like to make it quite clear that in some mat- 
ters the Premier is  more tolerant than I am. I believe I 
am a man who is not given sometimes to being as rash as 
he is, but I make no apology for saying that when you have 
to choke a man, you sbu ld  choke himto the death, I realise 
that in this political area in whichwe are dealing now, they 
are  leaving no stone unturned from the point of view of 
damage. T h y  are not debating or discussing anything, but 
they have said that the Premier is going to put us  in gaol 
and people would not be able to go about freely, What has 
surprised them - and they are not willingto say it - is  that 
the Draft Constitution is  so liberal in content that they 
have nothing really to say. It is  not a document for criti- 
cism: it is  a document for tidying up if you want to do 
something about it. They do not want us to see what they 
are  writing, but will keep their issues until examination 
day to see who has come first, as if the Conference is  being 
held at their instigation. The Government has a responsi- 
bility: and if the Government walks out there can be no 
Conference because the Secretary of State cannot meet 
them: so the reverse is really the situation, They have 
the idea that Mr. L a  o r  somebody is waiting until they go, 
If this was not a public affair, I would like to show then 
how powerful they a re  by refusing to go to London and let 
them go and tell Mr. Lee, 

The Salvation Army is a very good orgalsation that 
we respect. It is  doing anexcellent work in this community, 
but some political leaders seem to be gradually followia 
the Pentecostal style of holding meetings a d  begging for 
things to take them into Glory, They are going to boycott 
Parliament where you do not hlve to pay to enter and to 
where they have b a n  elected. They want to fleece the 
pockets of the people in being sent to London, but the grava- 
men of their argument i s  that they must go to London, and 



they a re  so silly a b u t  these matters that they want to tell 
the Secretary of State that we do not want independence, or 
if we a re  going to have independence, let it come in 1980, 
They do not understand the trend ofthe world today. Great 
Britain has its hands full with Rhodesia, and Mr. Ian Smith 
is giving the Prime Minister of Great Britain the biggest 
dance he has ever had by a minxity Government. I do not 
want to be unkind to any of them, but I know that if it had 
been a Government of black men over the majority, there 
would be no question of not using force, As much force 
was used against the Kikyuans in their own country for the 
minority of people living in Kenya as if it had been a war. 
Somebody has to tell the Britishthatthey cannot go on with 
the preservation of the white English as against the African 
where they were born in their own country. 

Mr. Speaker, we have some Kenyans inthis Assembly 
and they arc  projecting in this Island the same sort of idea: 
and when you press them on why they do not want Indepen- 
dence for Barbados and having Barbadians become self- 
reliant and corning to terms with themselves, they ask the 
stupid question whether we can afford it, like the old time 
concept about marriage. The Barbadian concept is that you 
should not marry unless you own a house, but you can have 
an unmarried woman have nine children for youin a house, 
and whenyoudie, they can say: "So-and-sowas my father." 
This is the sort of slave mentality injected in Barbados 
which has permeated our society, and that is why you find 
among the working classes in this island the idea that 
this is not an exerclse that was meantfor them, but meant 
for people who can afford it 

Now they want to know if we can afford Independence. 
We can afford poverty, but we cannot have freedom. Do 
you know why? There is still prevalent in this island the 
idea that we must have a reserve force of unemployed 
available even to do the job of cutting cane, There i s  a row 
if you cannot get a cane cutter because somebody has a 
cane cutter put in a corn jar until he pulls him out to cut 
his canes, and when he is finished cuttingthe canes, he can 
disappear in the atmosphere like a sputnik Nobody asks 
what has become of him after, because it is his business or 
the Government's business 

In Independence we have to come to terms with these 
prlble~ns which have been left with us from Colonial days 
and which we have never challenged at the very core.. That 
is where w r  task will lie, We are  aware that we are not 
entering Into any easy road on Independence, but we are 
not looking for Easy Street.. If we were looking for Easy 
Street, we would not enter public life, The only ones in 
public life who can look for Easy Street are the ones who 
are indifferent and want to live a life of ease: but those of 
us who have spent many years in public life will realise 
that it is no East Street, especially in communities where 
you have to toil daily with an army of thousands of people 
at your heels and You have to be thinking momently of how 
to deal wlth them. 

I think the Premier has been very considerate fn that 
he fave all members of the Community an opportunity to 
criticise the Draft Constitution, We are not passing a Bill, 
with alldue respectto you, Mr. Speaker, people do not 
realise that there are lawyers and lawyers, and I do not 
know what I would do with some of them if I had my own 
way, 
6 S 5  p.m, 

People do not realise that there are doctors and doc- 
tors and that there are priests and priests. That i s  why 
they have examinations, A lawyer that has just scraped 
through in his examinations cannot be the same thing as 
one that ran through. There are  runners and runners, 
"Goot" better known as Mr. Hutson was a runner also, 
Not long ago, there was an Ethiopian who ran a marathon: 
he ran it bare-footed, but won it. 

I have been saying to the Premier some time ago that 
I hope he will m t  fall into this Barbadian trap that many 
people who have been educated have fallen into, Some peo- 

ple said that he did constitutional law and somebody said: 
"In diapers". They also said that after he did Constitutional 
law, all the books were burnt, You get all these fulmina- 
tions which mean nothing. Therefore, when you tell me 
that you know what this Constitution means, look and see 
if there is a one-man Constitution. You hear these stupid 
ideas coming from the other side that they have the last 
word in constitutional matters; yet they do notwant to help 
the Government. They talk as if theGovernment i s  drawing 
water out of a well, and the Government finds it difficult 
to get it out; therefore, the Government has to come to 
them and ask for help, They had two men who used to go 
up to Colonial Office and come back and fool us, Colonial 
Office is an old building inchurchstreet, London and when 
you go in there, you find some people wearing some cor- 
duroy jackets and some of them have never even seen the 
Secretary of State, Those people whom I was talking about 
make a big issue out of this sort of thing that they went up 
to Colonial Office and had a talk with the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies ~r .~nthonyGreenwood,  the former 
Secretary of State told me that whenever I come to London 
I should drop in and see him, They came back here and 
made a rumpus. They said "I went over to Colonial Office 
and had a chat with the Secretary of State," They talk as 
if, when they saw the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
and had a chat, they had some secret conversation with 
him, They talk as if the Secretary of State, when he is 
meeting persons other than the Governor, talks anything 
other than the same pleasantries wMch he would talk to 
anybody else, They talk as if when you go up there, the 
Secretary of State would say: "I really have something 
which I would like to let Mr, Barrow know," 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the hon. member i s  not ad- 
dressing a member of this House. 

Mr, WALCOTT: I am talking of the conversations 
which they say go on in England. They say: "You know, 
when Mr. Brancker came up here, he came in and had a 
talk with us and I know you know something of the law." 
They come back here and make these kind of statements 
as if people do not go to England, and they have this sort 
of country idea that youcame back telling some person that 
you had a conversation with the Secretary of State. 

I go to Geneva, I would not come back and say that 
in Geneva the sun does not shine, or  that when you drink 
water there, you do not have to eat food. That is the sort 
of nonsense which must be removed from people's mouths, 
their giving the public the idea that the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies is going to tell this Government: "You 
know that I know you wrote the Draft Constitution before 
you sent and told me anything about it, and since you have 
drafted it before you told me, I am going to tear it IIP," 

The object of what they want to do is to create the 
impression that they can perpetuate the dilly-dallying 
tactics, and that by creating this sort of political mon- 
strosity this amounts to doing something to the Govern- 
ment. That is why they want the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies to feel that they are  not in favour of it. 

They talk of having m election first. I can take on 
both the two political leaders in the Opposition lxfore the 
Secretary of State, I would let them talk first and I am 
sure that whenever they are  finished, they arc  bound to 
end up like fools, For men to engage in these political 
matters, they must read: they cannot play this by car. 
They always play their politics by ear, that is Zo say, thEy 
always hear something, When you come inhere, you cannot 
hear: you are  not a lawyer, The two leaders of the two 
parties of the Opposition remind me of an article which X 
read about in a newspaper. The columnist went from one 
point to another and after you had tried to come down to 
earth with all that he wrote, youmre  still left in mid-air. 
That i s  indicative of Barbadian temperament, Here i s  a 
writer writing something on a political issue, Theposition 
is  that the Opposition was suying away from the debate, 
and he had not looked for an area of agreement but i s  
keeping himself with m open view, You have not fallen, 



but you a re  not standing. When you read the newspapers 
here and you look for a body of positive thinking, all that 
you find i s  somebody coming out againsttheHon. Premier 
and saying that he i s  taxing the people too high There is  
always some negative thinking. 
7.05 p.m. 

On this question of Independence they do not feel that 
there is  any question of creating a spirit of nationalism in 
the Barbadian, and letting Barbadians feel that they have a 
right to be able to govern themselves, although in one 
context they will say that the Barbadian is  individualistic. 
If a person i s  individualistic, that i s  oneof the components 
of independence. It means that you are  thinking for yourself. 

In this exercise, all that we a re  demonstrating i s  that 
the Barbadian society after so many years of political 
tutelage should be in a position to take care of its political 
destiny, 

My view, Mr. Speaker, i s  that this i s  not only an 
occasion for courage, but it is  a moment of destiny for us, 
This i s  our moment of destiny, and there will be nothing 
to turn us back from this road of our destiny. No man, no 
woman, living in a Colonial territory likeours at this stage 
of our social and political history has any right to begin 
to talk about the postponement of accepting the vital 
challenge of governing ourselves. We have been governed 
by others for hundreds of years, and all that it  has left us 
still  i s  a community of barefootedness, poverty, ignorance 
and disease. It i s  still a communitywitha large number of 
inmates in the Mental Hospital. It is  still a community in 
which although the national income has risen workers are  
still  poor, That is  the challenge you have to accept. That 
is  why I said that this i s  the moment of destiny. That i s  
what the Premier and all of us have to face, this nonsense 
about the process of democracy, which is  merely an attempt 
to work against us on our onward road to Independence. 
Because we are  trying to emancipate the people, we hear 
this hogwash about dictatorship and this contention that in 
the name of democracy they will not do this o r  that. But in 
the name of democracy we do not only have a duty to our- 
selves, but to posterity: and when you talk about putting 
people in gaol, gaol was meant for criminals, and therefore 
the criminal element must be set aside from the law-abiding 
element, 

W e  a re  not going to sit down and allow the criminals 
to take over. We have seen that in many instances the 
processes of democracy have been misused. We can see 
that as  long as  some people can get their end served, they 
will use any method in pursuing it, I feel that this time we 
need men of courage in the real sense, men who see these 
issues standing out in their community, 

Why do they keep on talking about dictatorship? They 
know that in Western democracies dictatorship i s  one of 
those sort of t e r m .  that can be used to give an impression 
of sabotage and corruption, When you are  not afraid of 
what is  being said, every aspect of your rule i s  taken as  
being dictatorship, 

The British Parliament endows the Prime Minister 
with power no less than what the Russim Parliament endows 
Mr. Ibsygin with, The difference i s  that one i s  used within 
tke confines of Parliament and the other in the confines 
of their Party. Mr. Harold Wilson tonight i s  as  much a 
dictator in the U. K. a s  Mr. Kosygin i s  in Russia. The 
difference i s  that one i s  a Police State and the other i s  a 
Free  State, In so far as  the powers reside in the Prime 
Minister of Great Britain, he has all the powers that Mr. 
Gsygin o r  even Castro of Cuba possesses, You cannot 
run a Government without power and you cannot run a 
country when you are  afraid to rule: and with people who 
have no respect for the rule of law and order you have 
sonetimes got to be relentless in order to bring those 
people to their senses. 

I can see that there was a grrdurl inroad into the 
breaking down of good government in this country by those 
~ m o r t h y  elements that exist and @re being used by people 

under the guiseof wantingdemocracy, They want democracy 
until they get one: but when they get into power, you s e  
what they do. Those of us who have had dealings with the 
Labour Party for many years have chapter and verse for 

We have heard what they said about single member 
constituencies. They said they would not introduceanything 
that was not suitable to them, But theGovernment in Pwer must introduce something that i s  not suitable to them, This 
pressure for an election is  to suitthem. Mr. Harold Wilson 
called an election when it suited him. Why not call him a 
dictator? The Premier of Barbados must call an election! 
They do not want anelection now: they want to go to London 
now, When it comes to things like this, the Secretary of 
State knows how to deal with this sort of element. 

When some of the British people pulled out from some 
of these territories, that is why they leave a lot of blood 
shed khind. They give the impression to these elements 
that they can rise up and create all of these things and then 
they use their Navy to quell them, 
7.15 p.m. 

You have this example in many of the newly independent 
countries, because they gave grist to the mill of some of 
the unsavoury elements which existed under the guise of 
democracy, and we have to watch this. It i s  not a question 
of democracy that is  at stake, because in the Constitution 
which the Premier has read out, what more do you want 
entrenched than the fundamental rights of freedom of the 
individual? What I would like to see added to this Constitu- 
tion some day is  the citizenship of a person made easier 
and not expensive, arid a breaking awayfromthis old-time 
English 1-81 system which degrades the communities in 
which you live, When children are born, they are  citizens 
and you should stop this jazz about legitimacy, and allow 
children to be born and be respected as  citizens. Tell the 
Churches that they must cut out all this jazz they are  
talking a b u t ,  and let there be no fooling. You cannot super - 
impose a Western European civilisation on people of 
African descent who have to live in these communities with 
the heritage they have, without giving them all the things 
and the traditions they have todeal with, and it is  time that 
we in these colonies start to emerge with something to give 
the community self-respect in the same way that the African 
can reckon that everybody is  born as  a citizen without any 
reference to these things over wh!ch they have no control. 
M a y k  some persons should h made to get citizenship. 

The Premier knows, Mr. Speaker, that there are  some 
people in this community who are  satellites; they are  
neither British subjects or  any kind of subjects; they have 
been squening here, may be, for the last thirty or forty 
years, and I think that i s  something we will have to do to 
help them, 

I would like to end, Mr. Speaker, by drawing the Pre- 
mier's attention to what I consider would be an important 
exercise in London. Seeing the reaction which the delegation 
in England i s  receiving from the Secretary of State on 
economic aid, I feel that the political idiots we have should 
be in their places to join in a concerted effort when we go 
to talk about economic aid. I want to say here and now that 
I do not subscribe to the political ignorance that exists in 
Barbados and elsewhere that when you are  becoming 
independent, you cannot seek economic aid. They have not 
one single clue as  to what economic aid with the context 
of political independence means, Britain i s  giving aid to 
many countries, and the United States isgivingaid to many 
coumries, If the money spent on the war in Vietnam had 
been utilised within Vietnam itself for economic aid, all 
the Vietnamese would stop fighting. We have to be bold and 
courageous enough to say that economic aid i s  going to be 
essential to us, We will have our problems after Indepen- 
dence, because Britain i s  talking about joining the European 
Ewnomic Community, Ask the two leaders what exercise 
they have given to the thought of economic aid, Ask the 
leaders what tho-ht they have given to the relation with 
the International Monetary Fund, Ask them whether they 
think it Is working in the best interest of developing 



countries. They think this is an exercise not for them, but 
for theManager of the Royal Bank of Canada or the Manager 
of Barclays Bmk. They do not realise this i s  an exercise 
for politicians and these are  the things we should be clear 
on. They are not willing to see these things, and they have 
contracted out of a responsibilitythey have in the Assembly. 

The Premier said that those who are  calling for an 
election got bowled out, but I know that during the election 
as has been the case during elections, they will appeal to 
the umpire. They cannot bat so well: so they say you are 
bowling too fast, and they send around their satellires to 
tell you that you should not tell him so, That is what you 
and I have done, but they are free to say all things about 
the Premier and Walcott. The only thing they have not 
called me is a gentleman, They have said that I am joining 
with the Premier to take over, but two cocks cannot live 
in one house. They are still playing standpipe politics, and 
their association has to be viewed from what they think 
they can get out of it, that their public life would be condi- 
tioned to what they have. 

Mr. Speaker, I would be failing in my duty not only 
as a citizen but as a man who is in an organisation that 
wields some power in this Island if Idid not see the subter- 
fuge, the subversive tactics, and the undermining techniques 
that are militated against one manat this stage, and I know 
it will interfere with the body politic. I feel I would be 
failing in my duty if I did not take the stand I am taking. 
In many respects, some of us in Barbadian politics take 
it for granted. I am not taking it for granted. We are at 
a very serious stage of Our existence I have been reading 
e~,er:-thinp; that people have been saying, Only two days 
ago an employer in the Windward Islands made a speech 
to the extent of talking about dictatorships. Whenever 
people like us begin to come to grips with political or 
economic power, they cry wolf. 
7.25 p.m. 

When this Government came into power in 1961, they 
were charged with being "wild boys". From the charge of 
being ''wild boys", it was changed to "joining with the 
rich." Personally, I would say that when you reach a cer- 
tain age, whether in cricket, football, politics, dancing, 
singing or anything like that, youmust knowwhen to retire, 
However, you have some people who have no riddance of 
themselves and they do not take any introspection to re- 
alfse that "this is the time for me to come off the track," 

I feel that the demonstration which the Opposition has 
made will in no way damage the Hon Premier nor his Par- 
ty but rather enhance our reputation, Like the idiots they 
are, with no political sagacity, they came into the House to- 
day not even knowing parliamentary tactics, waited for us 
to accommodate them with something, and then theypicked 
up their papers and walked back out like political fools, 
They have not only demonstrated but manifested beyond any 
doubt what they are, 

Sir, I have great pleasure in secondingthis Resolution, 

llr. ( , ( ) I : ; ~ / \  r m e  t o  spenh .  

Hon, J .  C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that 
this sitting be now suspended until 8,15 p,m, 

Hon, N. W. BOXILL: I beg to second that. 
T h e  q ! ~  e s t i o u  i c  0 . c  [ ru t  nmf rcicilr .cri  in r h c  ajfirrno- 

t i i , e  ic , i thn!~ t di7.1  inn. 

T h e  s i t t i n g  11 a s  a d J o u m e d  n c c o n i c r i p l ~ .  

7.30 p.m. 
On resumption, 

Mr, SPEAKER: When the sitting was suspended, what 
took place on the motion before theHouse was that the hon, 
junior member for St. Lucy moved, seconded by the hon. 
junior member for St. Thomas, that the sitting be sus- 
pended . 

Hen. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, I reserve my right 
to speak later. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is  - 

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Speaker, when the House was sus- 
pended, as I understand from Your Honour, the b n .  junior 
member for St. Lucy moved the motion acd the b n ,  junior 
member for St. Thomas seconded it. The b n .  junior mem- 
ber for St, Thomas has given way, I think it is your pre- 
rogative to tell me what to do. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, the hon. senior member for St. 
Andrew caught my eye: therefore, he may proceed. 

Mr. CORBIN: Sir, this is one ofthe most distinguished 
times in the history of Barbados. I understand from the 
Hon, Premier that this Island for 300 years was under colo- 
nialism and the time has come now when you intend to 
make a change in the Constitution. 

I have in my hand a copy of the Draft Constitution of 
Barbados, and the Hon. Premier and the Government have 
invited all hon, members of this Chamber to make a con- 
tribution on the Draft Constitution, Members of the Oppo- 
sition have boycotted the debates on it, This i s  something 
which I never thought they would do because this i s  a dis- 
tinguished time, However, the Hon. Premier has invited 
members of this House to contribute to the debate and if 
their material is good, I believe this Government would 
attain what they have in mind. 

As regards the action of members of the Opposition, 
it puts me in mind of undergraduates attending a University 
and after years of attendance, they boycott their final ex- 
amination, Every man in this Island is  longingto hear what 
the Opposition has to say on this matter, but where a re  
they? Are we to understand that they cannot measure up 
to the examination standard, so they have all stayed away? 
Xlr. Speaker, I remember when God guided the people of 
Israel in an inspiration to go and choose a king, I-k said 
that if they chose a king, 'I will give him unto youf. The 
people went and chose a king, 

Why has the Opposition boycotted this debate? I shudder 
to think that they have boycotted this debate because It has 
shown me clearly that they have nothing to offer. 

Sir, there is to be a change now of this Island's Consti- 
tution after 300 years, There are amendments to be made 
to the Draft, and the Opposition should be here even to say 
what is wrong, and if they think something is wrong, to get 
up and debate it, 
8.25 p.m. 

If the Premier is a dictator, why did he invite them to 
share in this constitutional debate? If he was a dictator, 
everything would have been done a t  short notice. We a re  
building a new building and we are willing to accept any 
material that is good, That is what we a re  here for. The 
fact thrt t h y  have not come shows wealums on their part; 
they have no material to offer. - 

Mr. Speaker, you a re  a lawyer and you h o w  that in 
the Law G u r t  when a complaint is lodged there is a de- 
fendant and a complainant, a d  that case has to lm taken 
k f o r e  the Magistrate, before it can go M o m  the Judge 
of thc Supreme Court. If the case breaks down at the low 
Court, it r e d  not go to tb Supreme Gun. %re now we 
a r e  in our preliminary discussbn of this Gnstitution, and 
we a re  asking members to coruribae to this d e b  a d  thcy 
a re  afraid. They a re  waiting until they get to tfis Supreme 
Court to make t h L r  argurnenss, ThPt will not be needed 
there at that time. This is the timc for reasoning, As the 
Bible says, "Lat ns reason together, saith the Lord". 

If there is any one w b  does not have dm mterirls, 
we are  not responsible for his Ignorance. As I said in some 
pmliminary speech there is no physician under the Heavens 
who can give a remedy for ignorance, 





agreement woulc! then be dtscussed and thrcslrcd ova o> ;I, 

British Government. The Opposition has eho~&ir ~t ' h - r  t 
abstain and boycott these meetings, and ! think tha: 
b v e  acted in a very irresponsible mamer  B s r k x d ~ ~  -a: 
always b a n  prided with very literate and n~*cll~ge > L  pz - 
sons who a r e  capable of grappling with r k se  prc We-; i: 
seems on this occasion that the Opposition par'iej ar rn p_ - 
posing Barbados to rldicule and appear to kv rreFwr v!b7: 

and unrealistic. 

\\'hen the Conference on this questlor ! e  Is;? r Frq 
land, it may be that the whole matter ~ h ~ - - t l i j  ::F P * I  

debated owmg to the non-attendance of the 0pp.sl $1- b-: ~ 

and this matter may be more p r o t r a ~ t e d  tila:- * s 3 ,  

have been It may cause a lengthy sta) 17i Lrlgla-J - ' 1-c e -  
Sir,  I do not see the termsof these propcm I: r e ~ l l ~  c~-*.; 

any lengthy debate because the :)raft oil~tiIlifli>ri - L  1 1~ - - 
proposals in writi~ng which a r e  n w  11, at r ]el a 11,  e ' - 
you study the Draft Const~tution, 1 .mu!' ,ee *'GI 7 

hased m what wasgoing on in this Islanil irnl  ' nv, !. 
and 1s ~ndeed routine Whereas our Lons:ialrl i n  K!Y ,,k-~ 

Has based on conventions, t h s  is the f ~ r s t  rir1.e t b ~  , e 
Constitution of Barbados has been wrirten a r d  1,) suc' I ,  
equivocal t e r m  that the average person car, L c r q t ,  

I w ~ l l  tell the Gpposition t h s  The dii< iais ~ l r  I( 1ua1 
Office a r e  not concerned with p a r ,  sqLlabt;Ies 2nd ? ifc 
ences which go on here betweenpohucal parries, +:A 4 -c 

~f they a r e  reserving any petty squabble5 for up PIP, +- 2 

would not be so  well entertained, i n  Plat petL\ -a..ar!: : 
a r e  srdtable only for this local ' ~ s e r y ~ b l ' ,  a 7' 9 r, L '  

people have no time to k concerne: ~c!, I -s r  

Therefore, Sir, it 1s ; e r )  deplcr~hle, t + ~ b r  2 i- 

has not seen f ~ t  t >  participate and t~ r e ~  i.: f:x1: I, d 

J~:cusslng these proposals 

They say that the t e rms  of oL1r it?: 1.1 >, i p h b  1, c 

amended so that the Tlraft C o n s t ~ t l ~ t i ~ , ~  i ' r  -. .. : . .- a 
i 3 '  b a s ~ s  of d~scussisn,  It 1s for thar reds , :'-<' - 

k f v e  the House and to seek the apprcnsl I-"& is 
ture as  such. The Parry In power 'ms fifrea-. zes-5, a _  .,A- 

stated: and to say that it does nnc represe x :-< A t : 
of the people nf Barbados, certamlT- i t  I, i 17' , 6; I 

a fact Thls Party in power represent; thc . i ~ .  3' ' 

majority of the people of Barbados, a d  inJeel r' i " - - 
ber of ('nrnnlerce which is  regarde j  ac  6. -1, - +  * + ,  

group has come out in the Ppen after ieI i  zraii c I * 

Draft Constitution and said that !t ir a goo? <' 1 ,., e- ., h 

very few areas of disagreement and that h+ & -  .. - et 1 

it a s  such How much more so, should the i );it I 'r ;J - 
th- Barbados Kational Party and the orf.?r (;. , p - -i-. 
the 1 iews of the Baibados Chamber of C'o I :: in 

I\!r Speaher, I hardly thirlb a ie - G I - ,  <;_i 

necessary. The ternis a r e  clear ,  e p?!ilt .+ e s i 4 >  1 

standable I personally feel that thls is d ;er 1 J .  1 
ment and its proposals for the f r e e d c ~ r ~  ,.f the pt87, ,~t" i ; >  - 
be entertained at every stage, espacls l ;~ a -  :, . 
law and justice, In that the adrn,nistrat~,m r i  la*.  i * 3u 

is kept widely apart and the f~mction cf !dv .+: . . ,, 
would be implemented in a manner In whi( h 1, 1- . , 5 
mented today. I see no harm whatsoeler 15 .icy* ' tr t  ' 

this i s  a step forward, and we can look for* a ?  L, 7La  - 
a better Constitution and greater  prosperlt. i -  r\r : a  

to come. 

Hon. J. C. T L W R :  Mr. Speaker, :>c.P r;)!' ; - *  L 

very much more to be said from OUT sic!e 1 "L - .' ,; 1 

should be made abundantly clear :jr: -TI! ';i:ri p; , -  ; 
ernment fulfilled i ts  obligations to the x o p : ~  i i;. <. 

but ~t has leaned over backwards In doing sc -i i-e 2 1 ,,,;h: 
be conceivably some misunderstanding on tf,.. :I .? . f .,-z 
opponents. They may believe that we lia:r: < t  A *. ; I 
things our own way and that we have not kei? s - - 

J' 

fair  in handling this m u t e r ,  that we d~ rut '4 , 

a r e  doing and that we can be pushed b y m d  a serrzin r r  

I therefore r ise  to make clear  the C;crvi:rm,-=i, , An,- 

tude to the London Conference, First of all, tiiic :;.. :zt :- 
ment a s  i s  presently constituted and led wozld net ~ E L  2 

in any Conference unless the persop; wh $ 1  r c . 

c 3ar ' acd. s an: rrz parii~iykring fn the Conterence for 
r32rbc,,> arc enkers of either o r  both Houses of the 
:.egislarilrs ' war? to rrake this rbsolurely clear, and 1 
h i i~ rA lr hus :L bc: ,>,ark kcown that if the people speaMng 

i. B a r h 6 , v  are ; r gnin;J :G he either m e i n h r s  of thfs 
* t w e  u r  i.f z F. C l i x i - 6 ,  t b  Gcierrment  will nor take part 
~n the fi~dcper Jr. iie C ~rierencc 

R x  set i :$2 ,ii~ni; h t i ~ h  I want tornakeclcar on behalf 
cf :he G err, P t is thar  if  the Co~ferenceAgenda includes 
ii- lte . tL:i '  !I re :Iv o r  indirectly alludes to the holding 

t t  i.encralElc-~n m , t h e  Covernmenr cf Barbados will nct 
I,&: m i p a t e  11- tile ( n r ~ f e r e u ~ e  



Society, the Chamber of Commerce and other groups in the 
same manner that we would have accepted reasonable 
amendments from the two Oppostition Parties, It is, then-  
fore, too late for them to retrace their steps. After the 
House has spoken the matter i s  closed, so far as that as- 
pect of it i s  concerned, 

I do not regret myself the trouble that they have put 
us to in the last six months, because the people can realise 
what a bitter thing it i s  and what it w s t  them to maintain 
free institutions in this island, It will not be easy because 
the people who are  benefiting most from the free institutions 
a re  the people who will try to undermine them and break 
thcm up. But that i s  no reason why every effort should not 
be made to maintain free institutions, They have spread a 
story that t b  country will become a republic. It will not. It 
d l 1  become a monarchy with all theguarantees which they 
want to make the outside world think that we did not want to 
come into this House and discuss. I have every reason to 
believe that what we have done will be very pleasing to the 
authorities in the Colonial Office, because no matter how 
much trouble you may have in the course of negotiations 
with the British Government, there are  certain things they 
expect to see. 

They expect to see people who are emerging from 
Colonialism into Independence as warmly attached to par- 
liamentary institutions a s  they themselves are: and no 
British Government looks with favour on political nuisances 
who ignore and by-pass their own parliamentary institutions 
in order to raise the complaint that they have no: been fair - 
ly treated. The Secretary of State i s  bound to say: "Why 
raise these matters with me now and not in your own Par- 
liament? If they are truthful they are  bound to say: "No; 
we did not take part," The Secretary of State is bound to 
say that they do not understand their constitutional position 
clearly. No British Government can be expected to uphold 
the theory that minority rule in the Parliamentary system 
must be the order of the day. 
9.05 p.m. 

The Government Party in power in the United Kingdom 
was in the political wilderness for thirteen years until the 
won the GeneralElection in 1964 and again a month or so 
ago, and they well understand the parliamentary system 
and are  not likely to support the contention that the minority 
in Parliament must dictate not only the pattern, but the pace 
of co~~~titutional advancement in the Island: and all British 
Governments, no matter what their complexion, are  uphold- 
e r s  of constitutional practice, The appeal, therefore. which 
the hon, members wish to make against this Government to 
the Secretary of State must perforce fall on deaf ears, not 
because of any special favouritism whlch the Secretary of 
State may feel for us, but because such an appeal would 
challenge the very foundations of British constitutional 
Practice, 

Another mint I want to make i s  this: I hope the people 
in this Island wi l l  realise, Pdr, Speaker, how we h v e  
reacted - a d  when I say "we" I mean the Government -- 
to this crisis, Whenever they sought to throw the people 
of this Island into a panic by makingthe people believe that 
their liberties were in danger, we have sovght and succeed- 
ed in expanding these liberties. At the very moment when 
they are  staying away from the fulfilment of their parlia- 
mentary duties and defecting and running away from the 
people, at that very moment we are offering them greater 
and greater opportunities of freedom; and it i s  nowhere a 
coincidence that inthevery week in whichwe are discussing 
the form of Government under which we shall live when we 
a re  independent, the Government announces that the Oppo- 
sition Parties can have time for political broadcasting, This 
is how m do it. When they are trylng to denigrate their 
camtry, to bring it down a d  to make it a m a r  to be less 
dun  nothing in the eyes of the outside world, we answer 
them by giving them md everybody else more opportunities 
of f d o m .  

If the country goes independen:, it i s  as wclll that, if 
d ~ y  b v t  any view, they must be a.ble to air them: so be- 

now ond whemver an ekcxion takes place. they have 

time on the radio to amck the Governmnt, and w e  shall 
answer them, and the people will sit in air own homes and 
judge bctwesn us. W e  have nothing to fear; we have nothing 
to worry about: but this is anexercise of how you preserve 
freedom, When people are  trying to attack it, to drag it 
down and trample it, youhaveto seein answer to them that 
you enlarge the areas of freedom, 

I have been a member of this House since 1954, Sir 
Grantley Adams used to occupy the seat where I am now, 
and I can remember standing over where the hon. junior 
member for St. Andrew i s  now sitting and hearing him deny 
our request for the useof radio time. All this the Barbados 
Labour Party has done. All those protagonists for freedom 
now have gone down in black and whiteon record of denying 
opportunities for freedom and the expression of members 
of the Opposition when they had the Government. This is  the 
dictatorship now that they want to make the outside world 
believe is the Government of Barbados. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do I have the assurance of the hon. 
senior member for St, Peter that he is  not contravening 
Standing Order 29(5) which says: 

'Members shall not read newspapers, books, letters 
or other documents, except such matter thereinas may be 
directly connected with the business under debate." 

Mr. WALCOTT: I am not aware, Mr. Speaker, of what 
you are drawing to my attention. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ir appears from here that the hon. 
member for St. Peter is reading or at least looking at a 
newspaper, and I merely wanted his assurance that what he 
appears to be looking at or reading wasdirectly connected 
with the business under debate. 

Let the hon. junior member for St. Lucy proceed. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: As I was saying, Mr. Speaker, all 
that we have done Inthis Island has been the direct opposite 
to what they have done when they held the reins of Parlia- 
ment, and therefore the people of this country need have no 
fear as  to the quality of life, so far as constitutional prac- 
tice goes, which will exist under Independence, They have 
got a Constitution in which every conceivable liberty that 
any citizen of a country could want has been entrenched, 
enshrined and cemented. All the safeguards which make 
for good living and which protect the individual arbitrarily 
from oppressive Government are  here, and this is  nothing 
which has been forced out of us. This i s  something which we 
the Government Party are giving to the people. Do you 
know what has made this the kind of document it is, Mr. 
Speaker? When we drew this up, we did not think of our- 
selves as  being the Government of the country: we asked 
ourselves this: what sort of Constitution would you like to 
live under if you were not the Government but were in 
Opposition? We drew it up, therefore, looking at the matter 
not from the point of view of Government, but from the 
point of view of people outsideof Government: and since we 
see that if we ourselves were in Opposition we would 
accept this Constitution, we are  c0nter.t to have it so, 
because it contains all the liberties which we ourselves 
would be happy to have if we did not control the reins of 
Government, The Courts will be free, and this is  something 
that does not obtain in a lot of countries, 

I do not want to detain the House, Mr. Speaker, but I 
just want to emphasise that theycanpushus just so far and 
no further. We are  satisfied thrt for the running of good 
Government everything that has been expected of us we 
have done, but there a re  certain things we are  not going 
to do. We are  not going to sit down and discuss anything to 
do with the future of Ekrbados with people who are not 
members of this House or  inembers of the Senate; we are  
not going to sit down to discuss elections. because we f a 1  
that the question of elections - since there is  going to be 
an election this year anyhow - i s  a matter for the Premier 
of this Island to decide; we a re  not going to discuss any 
Agenda but the one which has been muturlly rgretd to by 
the Government of the United Kingdom and theGovernmtnt 
of Barbados, and therefore no Opposition Parties may in- 



trod- anything on the Agenda which has not prevfously 
been agreed to by us, or  else thcr6 would not be ul)r Con- 
ference a d  we are  not going to discuss m y  Draft Consti- 
W o n  but the o m  which this House has with amendments 
rp~rovcd. 

I think, Mr. Spuker, thrt as  long as  these four points 
a re  clearly taken md understood, a lot of good cm come 
out of this ConstiNtionrl Conference. If these points are 
not taken in by the hon. members who have absented 
thernseIves, I think they a re  in for a very dusty time. 
(Ch e ers). 

T h e  ques t ion  that  t h e  Resolut ion do n o w  p a s s  w a s  

put and reso lved  i n  t h e  a f f i n n a t i o e  without  d iv i s ion .  

9.15 p.m. 
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th next Order of the day i s  Order 
No. 2 which stands in the name of the Hon, Leader of the 
House: To move the House into Committa of Supply to 
consider the grant of sums of money for the service of the 
Island, 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I be$ to move that Your Honour do 
now leave the Chair and the House go into Committee of 
Supply. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

T h e  ques t ion  u a s  put and reso lved  in the  u f f i m ~ a t i t ' e  

wi thout  division.  

MR. S P E A K E R  l e f t  t h e  C h a ~ r  and the / l o u s e  u e n t  
in to  Committee o f  Supply,  IIR.  ,!j ITSO\ In the  Charr. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 1966-67 No. 1 

COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY 

Hen. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I think that all 
hon. members are  familiar with the subject matter of this 
Resolution, However, the Commissioners are engaged in 
the preparation of their Report, having completed some 
Part of it and it would be necessary for the Chairman of 
the Commission to return to the island in order to confer 
with his colleagues who live here, Therefore this amount 
of money, $1,650 i s  to cover an additional fee to the Com- 
missiomrs, subsistence allowance, hotel accommodation 
md return air passages to Grenada for the Chairman and 
other incidental expenses of the Commission, 

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass, 

b n ,  C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that, 
T h e  ques t ion  w a s  put and reso lved  in t h e  affirma- 

t i v e  wi thout  d iv i s ion .  

O n  motion o f  Hon. J .  C. TL'LIOR, seconded  by  [[on. 

C. E. T A L M A ,  !dr. CH 1IRM4.V reported the  pasrrng o f  
o n e  K e s  d u t i o n  i n  Commit tee  o f  5upply.  

.Mr. S P E A K E R  resumed t h e  Chair and reported ac-  

cordingly. 

On  separate motions of Hon. 1. C. TL ' IX)K,  seconded  

by Hon. C. E. T4L,M4 i n  each c a s e ,  the Kesolutcon u s a s  
read a first and second t i m e  and agreed to. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, this completes 
Government Business for today, 

SPEAKER'S RULING RE BILL TO REPEAL 
WEST INDIES HOSPFAL FUND 

LIMITED ACT, 1964 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before any motion is made for the 
adjournment, I take this opportunity to give a ruling which 
I promised this Chamber a few weeks ago. It i s  in conraec- 
tion with a matter which is now onthe Order Paper. I gave 
carehl  consideration to the matter and this is my ruling:- 
9.25 p.m. 

RULING 

On the 5th October, 1965, the hon. senior member for 
Bridgetown, (the hon. Leader of t h  Opposition) grve notice 
of a Bill to r e p a l  the West Indies Hospit.1 Fund Limited 
Act, 1964 (1964-20). This Bill ww nrd a first tim later 
the same day. 

On 15th March, 1966, the said hon. member moved, 
seconded by the hon. junior member for Christ Church, that 
this Bill be now read a second time. During the debate on 
the Second Reading, the Hon. md Learned senior member 
for St. John queried whether the Bill was properly before 
the Home on two grounds: m m l y  0 )  that there were 
financial implications therein; and (2) that it was a Bfll 
which reflected on a vote of the House taken during the 
current session, On such matter, my Ruling was sought. 

I will consider with the second point first. 

Sunding Order 26(4) of the House reads:- 

"It shall be out of order to reflect on any vote of the 
House or  attempt to reconsider any specific question 
upon which the House has come to a conclusion during 
the current session except upon a substantive motion 
for rescission. '' 

The West Indies Hospital Fund Limited Act, 1964, 
passed this House on 18th February, 1964, was debated by 
the Other Place on 7th March, 1964, a d  was again con- 
sidered by this House on 23rd March, 1964, when amend- 
ments of the Other Place to the said Bill were agreed to. 
The Bill received Fbyal Assent on 26th March, 1964, 
appeared in the 0 fficral ( ; a z e t t e o f  6th April, 1964, and, in 
accordance with Section 18 thereof, came into operation by 

Proclamation of the Governor contained in the I f f iccd 0 2 -  

e t t e  dated 4th day of June 1964. It appears - from the record 
set out above-that all votes taken by this House with respect 
to the said Bill were taken not later than on 23rd March, 
1964, A s  the House was prorogued on 31st March, 1964, 
and a new Legislative Session was opened by His Excellency 
the Governor on 5th May, 1964, no vote in connection with 
the said Bill can be deemed to have been taken 'during the 
current session'. However even if the West Indies Hospital 
Fund Limited Act, 1964, had been considered by the House 
during the current session, the Bill which is now before 
the House would not, in my opinion, be out of order, I deem 
a Bill - which has rs its object the repeal of another Bill 
passed during the current Session - to come within the ambit 
of "a substantive motion for rescission'. 

As to the first point, that there are  financial implica- 
tions in the Bill which is now before the House, the law 
governing the introduction in this House of measures 
involving financial provisions is embodied in section 6 of the 
Financial Administration and Audit Act, 1964 (1964-23),of 
this Island which replaces Section 4 of the Executive 
Committee Act, 1891 (1891-22) - now repealed by the 
Executive Committee (Vesting of Property and Transfer 
of Functions) Act, 1964 (1964-12): and is expressed in 
detail in Standing Order 59(1) of this Honourable Chamber. 
For purposes of convenience, I shall cite the relevant .w 

passages verbatim: 

Section 6 (1) of the Financial Administration 
and Audit Act: 

"Saving of Nothing in this Part shall be construed 
certain rights as restricting, or in any way interferiuu 
of General with, the right of individual members of 
Assembly. the General Assembly to introduce any 

bill, resolution, or any other measure 
of legislation where such bill, resolution 
or other measure of legislationdoes not 
create any charge upon the revenue of 
thc Island or  does not provide for the 
expenditure of public moneys." 

Standing Order 59 0 )  says:- 



"Except on the recommendation of the Cabinet, the 
Howe - 
(a) s h l l  not proceed on any Bill (including any 
amendment to a Bill) which makes provision for 
imposing or increasing any tax, for imposing or 
increasing any charge on the revenue or  other 
funds of the Colony; and for compounding or 
remitting any debt to ik Colony; and 

(b) shall not procad on any motion, the effect of 
which is thrt provision shall be made for any of 
the purposes aforesaid, " 

It is  clear from the passages quoted above that the 
emphasis is  upon imposing - or  increasing - any burden 
upon the Revenue of this Island, or compoundingor remit- 
ting any debt due to the Territory whereby the Treasury 
of the Island may suffer. 

Now the provisions of thc West Indies Hospital Fund 
Limited Act, 1964, make certain t u n s  payable into the 
Treasury upon the sale of tickets or chances in lotteries 
and sweepstakes conducted by the Company, and such 
impose taxation on the winnings of prizewinners in such 
lotteries and sweepstakes. For the twelve month period 
after the day upon which the Act came into operation, cer- 
tain lump-sums - in lieu of the stipulated tax - were also 
due to the Treasury of this Island There cannot therefore 
be any doubt that the Treasury has benefitted - and indeed 
might expect always to benefit - from the continued 
operation of the Act. This fact is  incontrovertible. However, 
the question to be decided - in my opinion - is not the 
influx into the Treasury of continued benefits, but whether 
repeal of the said Act 'imposes or increases any tax' 
(which manifestly it does not), 'imposes or increases any 
charge' - hcre I must interpolate that the word "charge ' 
implies a lien or other legal incumbrance, and must be 
strictly interpreted in its legal meaning - 'on the revenue 
or other funds of the Island' or 'compounds or remits any 
debt due to the Island'. To this, the answer emphatically 
must be in the negative. In fact, Clause 3 of the Bill to 
repeal the West Indies Hospital Funds Limited Act, 1964 . expressly saves the provisions of the West Indies Hospital 

Funds Limited Act as  to the collection of monies already 
due under the Act, hence the question of 'compounding or  
remitting m y  debt due to the Islmd' does not arise. En 
passant I may observe thrt Subsection 9 of Order 25 of 
Scbbdule 2 of the Barbados (Letters Patent Gnsalidation) 
Order 1964 provides with regard to the Senate, that "the 
Senate shall not - 

(a) proceed upon any Bill, other than a Bill sent 
from the General Assembly, or uponany amend- 
ment to a Bill, which in the opinion of the person 
presiding, makes provision for any of the follow- 
ing purposes - 
0) for imposing or  altering any tax: 

dl) for imposing or altering any charge on the 
revenues or other funds of the Island; or 

011) for compounding or remitting any debt due 
to the Islmd. '' 

The word "alter" it is to be noted,appears neither in 
the Financial Administration and Audit Act, 1964 nor in 
any relevant Standing Orders of this House. 

In the result, I do not rule that this Bill cannot be 
considered; accordingly it may be further proceeded with, 
at the pleasure of this House. 

THE ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that 
the House do now adjourn until Tuesday, 3rd .\lay, 1966, 
at 2-30 p.m. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that, 

T h e  ques t ion  that  t h i s  House  do n o u  adjourn un iil 

'I 'ucsda? n e x t  ~ r d  \la?, 1966, at 2,jO p.m., o 'c lock  w u s  

p u t  and  r e s o l ~ ! e d  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  u.ithout d i z i s i o n  

u r  . ( ' b ' . lK!<l i  adjourned  the House  accordingly.  

9.30 p.m. 




