
THE 

House of Assembly Debates 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 29th March, I 1966. 

Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly 
met at 2.30 p,m, o'clock today. 

PRESENT 

H i s  Honour J. E. T .  BRANCKER,  Q.C., (Speaker); 
Mr. F. C. GODDARD; Hon. C. E. T A L M A ,  (Minister of 
Health and Community Development); Hon. J .  C. TUDOR,  
M .  A.,(Minister o f  Education); Mr. J .  W. CORBIN;  Mr. 

S. E. S E A L E Y ;  Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON, (Minister of 
Agriculture and F i sher i e s ) ;  Mr. R. St. C .  WEEKES, J.P.; 

Mr.  W. R. LOWE; Hon. N .  W. BOXILL ,  (Minister o f  Cornrnu- 

n icat ions  and W o r k s ) ; ~ r .  J .  B. YEARWOOD andHon.  A. DaC. 

EDWARDS, (Minister o f  Trade and Labour). 

+ Prayers were read, 

Hon. E. W. BARROW and Mr. ,UOTTL EY entered the  
House  and took their s ea t s ,  

MINUTES 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the House 
that I regret that there are no Minutes yet available for 
confirmation, 

PAPER LAID 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, Inow lay the Regis- 
tration Rules, 1966. 

REPLI ES TO QUESTIONS 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give 
notice that Oral W l y  to Parliamentary Question No. 59/ 
1964 asked by the hon. senior member for St, Michael is 
now ready. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give no- 
tice that Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 92/ 
1964 asked by the hon. senior member for the City is now 
ready. 

Mr. HOLDER and Mr. HUSBANDS entered t he  House  
and took their s ea t s ,  

SELECT COMMITTEES REPORT 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am informed thrt two Select Corn- 
mi- have prepared their Reports md they hrve handed 
them in. 

The first is with respect b autbrising Grace Taylor 
to erect a groyne and seawall at 'Tour Aces", Dover, 
Christ Church 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr, Speaker, theselect Committee ap- 
pointed to consider and report on the Bill to authorise 
G r r a  Taylor to erect a groyne and seawall at 'Four Aces ' '  
DovereChrist Church, met and I to present the Report. 

Mr. SPEAKER. The next is with respect to George 
Sugarman to extend and enlarge. a parcel of land betmen 
Sand Street and the Sea in the parish of Saint Peter. 

Mr. HUSBANDS: Thr: Select Committee appointed to 
consider and report on the Bill to authorise George 
Sugarman to extend and enlarge a parcel of land between 
Sand Street and the Sea in the parish of Saint Peter, mt 
and handed in its Report. 

The Select Committee is aware of the fact that under 
the existing law it cannot proceed any further with this Bill. 

QUESTION TIME 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is now Question Time and I am ad- 
vised that the Reply to Question No. 79/1964 which s t~nds  
in the name of the hon. senior member for St. Michael, is 
ready. 

Mr. SEALY: To enquire of the AppropriateMinisttr:- 

Will Govermnt as soon as possible repair and extend 
Glendairy Road, St. Michael to the Gully which separates 
the said road from Glendairy Prison? 

Hen N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, the reply is as fol- 
lows: - 

Consideration will be given to the repair and extension 
of Glendairy Road up to the Gully whichseparates the road 
from Glendairy Prison when the Road Works Programme 
for the financial year 1966-67 is  being prepared. 

CONTRACT FOR HILTON HOTEL 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next is  Question No. 92/1964which 
stands in the name of the Hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: To enquire of the Appropriate MMs- 
ter: 

1. Will the Minister state the name of the firm, 
person or persons awarded the contract for building the 
Hilton Hotel, and the price at which the contract was ori- 
ginally awarded? 

2. If such a contract has b a n  so awarded, will 
the Minister state whether there has been any revision in 
the terms and conditions of t h  said contract since the date 
of the originrl award, and the deUi l s  of sucq rWM0n fl 
my)? 

3, Win the Minister also state, if any suchcontract 
bas ban awarded, whethu such contract has been awarded 
to a firm, person or persons other than a firm, person or 
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public advertisement in this behalf? 

4. If the answer to (3) is in the rfflnrutive, will 
the Minister give the reasons why? 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the Reply to Oues- 
tion No. 92/1964 is as  follows:- 

(a) Tb Contract for the construction of the Hilton 
Hotel was awarded to Token Construction Brbados)  6 ,  
Ltd. on the basis of a negotiated price of $3,5 million. 

(b) There has been no revision in the terms of contract 
since the d m  of original award. 

(c) The award of the contract was made on the basis 
of a negotiated price and not o n t h  basis of the advertise- 
ment for tenders published in January, 1964. 

(d) The Barbados Development Board in reviewing 
the tenders in April, 1964, considered that it would be better 
served if a firm price was offered, Due to the inability of 
Anglin Norcross, the lowest tenderer, to produce this firm 
price within the time recommended by the Board, negotia- 
tions were entered into with Token and the award of the 
contract followed these negotiations. 

Mr. MOTI'LEY: Was the $3.5 million American or 
West Indian dollars? 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: The Interpretation Act of 1949 
will tell thz hon. member. 

Mr. GODDARD: Does that contract price include the 
main building as well as the two ancillary buildings? 

Hon E. W. BARROW: The contract priceis not the cosl 
of getting the hotel opened; it is  the cost of construction and 
what I call the mechanical services, whichincludes electri- 
cal services and matters of that kind. The interior decora- 
tion, in so far as the Hilton Hotel is concerned, will be 
negotiated separately by Hilton International Limited. 

The cost of the 100 rooms, construction-wise, from the 
ground floor to the roof will be $3.5 million and then in 
addition to that we have 56 additional rooms, Even before 
we started construction we decided that they would be 
necessary, 

I should also inform hon. members that it is  considered 
necessary to have another 100 rooms on the other side of 
the hotel. 
2.55 p.m. 

There are  plans for the additional 100 rooms, but we 
have not embarked on any undertaking to construct these 
rooms. I do not think that we will construct them for another 
two years. The cost of these 56 rooms which are  being 
constructed by the Project Manager for the Hilton Hotel, 
formerly the Director of Highways and Transport, is  around 
$890,000. Since we have made these plans, we have also 
decided to construct a swimming pool which is half-way 
done, as far as I can see, This will be undertaken by the 
Project Manager, a d  itwill cost another $3O,OOOto $40,000. 
T b  Barbados Development Board is now engaging with 
some of the Commercial Banks in Bridgetown to finance the 
Shopping Arcade for which they have to have permission. 
As far as I remember, the cost of that is  about $230,000, 
Again they are  not precise figures, When the Hotel i s  
finished by the end of July this year, the total cast will 
be more in the vicinity of $8 million and not $3.5 million 
a s  the newspaper states, We have been mixing up the cost 
of construction with the overall cost of geuing the hotel 
ready. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ths only other Question to which the 
Reply has been laid is Question No, 59/1964 standing in 
the name of the hon. junior member for St. Joseph, who I 
observe, is not mw in M s  place, 

SUGARMAN LAND EXTENSION BILL, 1964 

Mr. SPEAKER. The first Order of ttrt Day under Pri- 
vatc Members' Business stands in the name of the hon. 
junior m e m k  for St. Peter:- To move the Third Reading 
of a BIl1 to authr ise  George S w m n  to m n d  md en- 
large a parcel of lmd bctwuensmd Street md the sea in the 
parish of St. Peter. The Report of th Select Committee 
which w u  appointed to consider md repononthis Bill was 
laid this afternoan by the hon. member. 

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that the 
Report of the Select Committee be adopted. The Report 
reads as follows:- 

'TIE Select Committee appoimed to consider and re- 
port on the Bill to authorise George Sugarman to extend 
and enlarge a parcel of lrnd between Sand Street a d  the 
Ser in the parish of Saint Peter have the honour to submit 
the foIlowing Repork- 

1. With the coming into operation of the Executive 
Committee (VesUng of Property and Transfer of Function) 
(Amendment) Act, 1965-59, power is granted toaMinister 
to grant a licence to use my lands vested in the Crown in 
right of its Government of this Island for any purpose or  
for such purposes as  are mentioned in the licence; 

2. The Committee are therefore of theopinionthat 
the Bill referred to should be discontinued and application 
made under the above mentioned Act for a licence for the 
enlargement of a parcel of land at Sand Street, St. Peter. 

Dated this 29th day of March, 1966." 

I beg to move that the Report of the Select Committee 
be adopted. 

Mr. HOLDER: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

BILL WITHDRAWN 

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Speaker, I am asking leave to 
withdraw this Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is asking leave to 
withdraw this Bill and if there is no objection, leave will 
be granted. (AFTER A PAUSE) There being no objection, 
leave is granted. This Bill is  now deemed duly to have been 
withirawn. 

PERCIVAL BASCOMBE PENSION BILL 
POSTPONED 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in 
the name of the hon. junior member for St. Philip:- To move 
the Second Reading of a Bill to authorise the Southern Ms- 
trict Council to pay to Percival Bascombe a gratuity and 
pension. 

I am informed that this Bill is  still in Select Commit- 
tee. 

GRACE TAYLOR (CONSTRUCTION OF 
GROYNE) BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in 
the name of the hon. junior member for Christ Church- 
To move the third Reading of a Bill to authorise Grace 
Taylor to erect a groyne and seawalls at Four Aces, Dover, 
Christ Church 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, the position with this 
Bill is  similar to the one whichhas been dealt with a while 
ago. I beg to move that the Report of thc Select G d t t a  
be adopted. 



The Rcport r u d s  a s  follows:- 

'% Select Committee appointed to consider a d  =- 
port on the Bill to authorise Grace Taylor to erect a groyne 
a d  seawalls at "Four Aces", Dover, Christ Church, have 
the honour to submit the following Report:- 

1. With tb coming into operation of the Executive 
Committee (Vesting of Property md Transfer of Functions) 
(Arnendmnt) Act, 1965-59, power is granted to aMinister 
to gram a licence to use any lands vested in the Crown in 
right of its government of this island for any purpose or  
for such purposes a s  are  mentioned in the licence. 

2. The Committee are therefore of the opinion that 
the Bill referred to should be discontinued and application 
made under the abovementioned Act for a licence for the 
erection of a groyne and seawalls at "Four Aces", Dove1 
Christ Church 

Dated this 29th day of March, 1966." 

Mr. LYNCH: I beg to second that. 

T h e  question was  put and resolved in the  affirmative 

without division.  

BILL WITHDRAWN: 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I ask leave to withdraw 
this Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member is asking leave to 
withdraw this Bill and if there is  no objection, leave will 
be granted. ( A F T E R  A PAUSE)  There being no objection 
leave is granted. Accordingly, thls Bill is  now deemed 
duly to have been withdrawn. 

THE WEST INDIES HOSPITAL FUND LIMITED 
(REPEAL) BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in 
the name of the hon. senior member for the City:- To 
resume debate on the Second Reading of a Bill to repeal 
the West Indies Hospital Funds Limited Act, 1964. 

As hoa members will recall, when this matter was 
last before this House, I undertook to give a considered, 
and therefore, a written ruling on a point which was raised 
by the honourable and learned senior member for St. Johr 
I have done considerable research in this matter, and al- 
though my mind has been practically made up, I am not ir 
a position to give the House today my considered Ruling 
which I intend to give in writing for the benefit of hon, 
members. 
3.05 p.m. 

That is the position, although, may I say this, that a! 
I am at present advised, it is my view that the Bill may be 
further considered and may be proceeded with at the plea- 
sure of the House: but my written ruling i s  not yet com- 
plete due to certain office holdups, Hon, members will 
appreciate it. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I do appreciate the expression given 
by Your Honour, because this would take some researcl 
as  Your Honour has said, and due to routine office business 
Your Honour is  unable to give a written report, Therefore 
if it i s  the desire of Your Honour that I postpone furthe] 
consideration, I bow to Your Honour's suggestion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If there is no objection, we will pro. 
cad to Order No, 5 which stands in the name of the hbn. 
junior member for St. George, whom I observe is not in. 
stantly in his place. 

May I mention that in respect of the Order Paper, un- 
less it is fixed otherwise, Order No. 2 that is the matter 
sunding in the name of the hon. junior member for St. 
Phiup automatically gas up to Order No. 1, and Order 
No. 4 in the name of the Hon. Leader of the Oppositior 

' goes up to No. 2; then the next Order of the Day standillg 
in the name of the hon, junior member for St. Gaorge who 
is not in his place, 

Order No. 6 stands in the name of the hon junior 
member for Christ Church: to move the third reading of 
a Bill to Incorporate the Barbados Family Planning Asso- 
ciation 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I am not yet ready to 
proceed with the Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. junior member for Christ 
Church i s  not in a position to proceed today with this Bill, 
and therefore I will proceed to Order No. 7 which also 
stands in the name of the hon. junior member for Christ 
Church: to move the third reading of a Bill to amend the 
Barbados Mutual Life Assurance Society Act, 1851, This 
Bill has been referred to a Select Committee, 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, the Committee has Mt 
yet reported, 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Committee has not d o r t ~ n a t e l y  
reported. That brings to anend PrivateMembers' Business. 

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

Mr. SPEAKER: There being no other business, Gov- 
ernment Business may now be proceeded with, and the 
first Order of the Day under Government Business stands 
in the name of the hon. senior member for Christ Church: 
to move the second reading of a Billto amend the Midwives 
and Nurses Registration Act, 1932. 

THE MIDWIVES AND NURSES REGISTRATION 
(AMENDMENT) ACT, 1966 

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, as  hon. members 
will remember, this Council was established by the Mid- 
wives and Nurses Registration Act, 1932 (1932-1) and pro- 
vided for the registrationand better trainingof midwives 
and Nurses for the sick, and to regulate their practice, All 
registration and examination fees payable under the Act are  
paid into the Treasury, These have inthepast varied from 
$240 to $300, but it is  estimated that with the increased 
number of examinations, they will amount to $1,000. It is  
for that reason, therefore, as  the Objects and Reasons fully 
explain, that we a re  asking that the sum which may be 
expended by the Nursing Council to meet miscellaneous 
expenses be extended and not restricted as at present. 

We propose to reorganise the various Nurses Training 
Schools and it is considered that these expenses will in- 
crease, and that the Council will be unable to function 
efficiently if the above limitation is retained, This Bill there 
fore seeks to amend theMidwives and Nurses Registration 
Act, 1932, so as to remove this restriction. 

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second time. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

T h e  ques t ion  wa.; put and resolved  in the  aff irmative 
without d iv is ion .  

O n  the  mgtion o f  Hon, C. E. TALAfA,  seconded b y  
Hon. G. G. FERGiISSO,V, .%fra S P E A K E R  l e f t  the Chair and 

the  House went into Committee on  the  Bil IMr. B.4 TSON 
in  the  Chair. 

C lauses  I to 3 i nc lu s i ve  were called and passed.  

On the  motion o f  Hon. C. E. TALMA,  seconded b y  
Hon. G. G. FERGUSSOhl, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the 

pass ing  o f  one  Bil l  in Committee and Mr. S P E A K E R  re- 
sumed the  Chair and reported accordingly,  



THE ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Sperksr, this closes Govern- 
ment l%sillcss for today's sittlllg, 

Before I move the motion forthe adjournment, I would 
just like to draw the axZendon of bon members to thc Item 
l i d  as No. 2 on today's Order Paper wMch we do not 
intend to proceed with today. The Hon Premier has asked 
me to say &at hs would like to Mtirtt d e b  on this item 
when we resum fromthe recess and he hopes that all hon. 
members will by thrt ttme have arnpleopportunityto study 
ths Draft Constitution and would be able to make a contri- 
bution to the d e w .  

The Hon Premier has also asked me to say that it is 
the Government's desire thrt the widest possible inrerest 
should be taken in this matter and that he has accordirtgly 
made arrangements for copies of the Draft Constitution to 
be circulated with Ms complimems to every conceivable 
social and other org.nizltion in this island, Copies would 
be therefore sent to the Chamber of Commerce and Manu- 
facture's Associations, the Service Clubs, and other Social 
organiertions, the Ekrbados Workers Union and the Civil 
Service Association so that the respective members wuld 
have ample opportunity for studying it md commenting 
on this most importm document. As I have said, it is de- 
cided not to initiate debate on this Drrft Constimion until 
after the recess. 

Mr. Speaker, I now beg to move that this House do new 
adjourn until Tuesday 19th April, 1968 at 4.30 p.m., uad I 
take this oppornmity to wish Your Honour a d  hbn. members 
a joyous Eutcr.  

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I notice what thc Hon. Lerder of the 
House has said md I acnully assume that in the names 
which he mentioned to whom copies of the Draft Gnstitu- 
tion win be sent, they include thc Barbados Bar md Law 
society. 

Hah J. C. TUDOR: Indeed, Mr. Speaker, if thty are 
not already in receipt. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I put the motion I have to dis- 
charge two Select Comrnlttees whose Reports have been dealt 
with, and I thnk the Select Committees for the expeditious 
manner in which they completed their Ihbours. 

On behalf of hon. members ud myself, Ithank the Hon. 
Leader of the House for wishing allof u s  a joyful and happy 
Easter. 

i 

T h e  question that this House do now stand adjourn 
until Tuesday, 19th April, 1966 at 2.30 o'clock p,m was 

put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

Mr. Speaker adjourned the House accordingly. 



THE 

Issembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT) 

SECOND SESSION OF 1961-66 

I 
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 19th April, 1966. 

P u r s w t  to the adjournment, the House of Assembly 
met at 2.30 p.m o'clock today. 

PRESENT 

H i s  Honour J. E, ?'. BRANCKER, Q.C., (Speaker ) ;  

Mr. F. Lo WAI COTT,  O.R.E.; Hon. C. E. TALMA, (Minis-  
t e r  of  Hea l th  and Community  Deve lopment ) ;  Hon. J. C. 
TUDOR, bl .A. , (Minis ter  of  Educa t ion) ;  Hon. E':, ff, PARROW, 
B.Sc., (Premier);  Mr. J. W. CORRIN; Hon. G . C .  FERGLJSSON, 
(Minis t e r  o f  Agricultccre and F i s h e r i e s ) ;  Mr. W. R. COWARD; 
Air. R. St.C. REFKES, J.P.; Vr. W, R. LOWE; His  Honour 
E. L. CAREIICHAEL, J.P., ( D e p u t y  Speaker);  Mon. N. W, 
ROXILL, (Minis t e r  o f  Communicat ions and Works);  Mr. 
J. P. YEARWOOD and Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS, (Minis t e r  
o f  Trade  and Labour) .  

P r a y e r s  w e r e  read.  

MINUTES 

Mr. SPEAKER: I regm to sate thrt there are no 
Minutes yet rt.dy for several prst mscdngs ofthis Cham- 
ber. 

I have the honour to inform the House that I have re- 
ceived a letter dated 19th April, 1966, addressed to me 
as  Speaker with four signatures which have been duly 
authcmicrted, in the absence of Mr. Clerk, by Mr. Deputy 
Clerk. The letter reads as  follows:- 

House of Assembly, 
Barbados. W. I. 

19th April, 1966. 

His Honour J. E. T. Bru~cker,Q.C., 
Speaker of the House of Assembly, 
Speaker's Chambers, 
House of Assembly, 
Bridgetown. 

Tlm rmd.rsigmd wi l l  not b in ancndancc at to- 
day% msaiaq of th House for following masons:- 

L T h  only nutter for discussion on th Order 
P w r  of tba House of Asambly for today's msstial, 19th 

April, 1966, is  the moving of the passingof a Resolution to 
approve the Draft Constitution for Barbados. 

2. Constitutional changes of the kind proposed in 
the Draft Constitution are not usurlly effected by a 
majority vote in the Legislature but after broad agreement 
between all major political parties in the countries or, if 
this i s  not attainable, in the final analysis, by reference to 
the electorate by way of anelectionor, in some territories, 
of a referendum, 

3. This broad agreement between the mii i pzlitical 
parties i s  norrnally arrived at by conference htween the 
parties and the final constitutional instrument is  settled 
by a conference at which are  in attendance the Govern- 
ment Party, the Opposition Parties and the Imperial Power 
which is granting independence or other concessions, 

4. It would pointless for the opposition to par- 
ticipate in a debate in the Bprbados Legislature at which 
it would disclose i ts  objections to the Draft Constitution 
but at which its proposals for variations in the Constitu- 
tion would be subjected to m adverse vote in both Houses 
by the majority party. 

5. To participate in the proposed exercise would be 
merely to provide the Government Party with the oppor- 
tunity to present the Draft Constitution at the June In- 
dependence Conference in London a s  the Constitution 
approved by the Legislature of Barbados. This would render 
the opposition parties powerless at the LondonConference. 

6. We are  not prepared to be a party to any man- 
oeuvre to present the United Kingdom Government with 
a Draft Constitution which, it will be claimed, represents 
the wishes of the people of Barbados in consequence of the 
fact that it has been passed by the Government's majority 
vote in both Houses of the Legislature, 

Ernest D. Mottley 
Leader of the Opposition 

Frederick E. Miller 
Parliamentary Leader of the 
Barbados Labour Party 

W. A. Crawford 

K. N. R, Husbands 

PAPERS LAID 

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 
Premier I beg to lay the following:- 

The Customs Jhties (Materials for use in the Manu- 
facture of Furniture) Order, 1966. 

The Customs Duties (Machinery, Apparatus, Tools, 
Equipment and Vehicles) Order, 1966. 



The Cmronis h i e s  (Computing Dmices)  (Metecro- 
logical Equipmrrti and Spares) Order, 1966, 

Tbe Cmtorns D m i c ~  ::dr hlatel iaIs inclblding chemi- 
cals xo E e  used ,r! gnl~mismg processes) fo'or use in the 
rnanufacrwe of hairpins, siks clips, tacks, MA, screws, 
staples, holes, nuts, < h'c- ken w r e ,  bhrbed wire and chain 
link fcnclug) Order, 1966. 

Barbados Srari5ticdi Service Selected hloanfhly Indi- 
cators  - -  l%ceniber, 1955 

S t s t ~ i ~ l z n t  hho'd~flg fu'et C u t o n i s  and Excise Receipts 
fc r twelve mor:tl:r ended Bist March, 1966 

The L a b u r  k elfare ii'rice S?abi"lsaeion Reserve Fund 
Seimhnrsernent) Repu!atiwq 1366 

Hnn C. E, S'iLhl.4: ? I r .  Speeke:, I k g t o  lay the An- 
nual Report of the %rector of Medical Services for the 
year 1963-64. 

Hon, K. W- BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, I k g  to lay the 
following:- 

Statement stawing the sums advanced to the Post- 
master  General for ehe payment of Money Orders, the 
arncmnts repaid to the Accountant General, and the amounts 
due  by the various Post Offices to 31st December, 1965. 

Statement ~ h ~ t ~ i i ~ g  Lhe sums advanced to the Post- 
ri~aster General for the payment of Money Orders, the 
arnouiits repaid ec, the 3.ccountant General, and the amounts 
d m  by the various kJost Offices to 31st January, 1966, 

Hen. J, C. 'T':lX)R: hqr, Speaker, I beg to give notice 
of a Resoltdlon to p ! a e  the sum of $1,550 at  the disposal 
nf the Governnienr to supplement the Estimates 1966-67, 
Par t  I - Current a s  shown in the Supplementary Esti- 
mate No, I which forms the S c M u l e  to  the Resolution 

I also k g  to gwe notice of my intention to move the 
t I~)use into Comrni~tee of Supply at its next meeting to deal 
with the Mmey R e s o l i ~ t i o ~  of w f d ~ h  i~otice h s  just been 
given. 

Iion. J. C. TUDC)P: Mr. Speaker, I k g  to move that 
Standing Orders, 5, 14, 16,18,40 an!! 45 k suspended for 
the remainder of the day ' s  s!rung, 

k l m ,  j, C. T'Cr?(X?: I beg to move that Ouestlon Time 
be :low taken 

Hem, Z, E. TALMA: I beg to second that, 

Mr. SPEAKER: It  is now U ~ s t i o n  Time and I lam 

advised that Clrestion No.Y1/1964 standing in the name 
of the hon. senfor m e n l k r  for St, Joseph i s  ready, 

Mr .  COWARD: To enqxire of the Appropriate Minis- 
ter: 

Is G o v e r m i n t  rwure of the difficulties e rwr ienced  
by r t e  people in  the Orarge Hill -- Braggs Hill a r e a  there 
k i n g  no water ic~aill bmi~ C k m e n t  Rock - Braggs Hill? 

If the mwer is in the affirmative will Government 
consider the q~siiol?l of extencling the water main from 
Clement Rnck to iarsggs Hill? 
2,55 p.m. 

i k n  N. W. BOXILL: M r  Speaker, the Reply i s  a s  fol- 
lows: - 

"Yes, Sir.  The houses on the highest part of Braggs 
Hill range from approximately 1,080 feet to 1,100 feet 
above sea level whereas the top water level of the Castle 
Grarlt Reservoir from which the a rea  i s  suppl id  i s  only 
1,105 feet above sea  la /el , I t l s  therefore impracticable to 
provide a gravity suppi) of water to these houses. 

The alternative method of supply or' L & L ~ . I ,  'hepump- 
ing main entering the Castle Grant Reservoir huts k e n  ex- 
amined and i s  technically and economically not feasible, 

In o rder  to improve the water supply to  the lower 
a rea  near Clement Rock, consideration will be given to the 
extension of the main in the Sugar Hill- Chimborazo a r e a  
for a distance of about 900 feet when the Development of 
Water Resources Programme for 1966-67 i s  being pre- 
pared, ' ' 

Mr COW.4RD: Mr. Speaker, a s  a supplementaryques- 
tion, will t k  Government consider the questionof extending 

YI 

the water main from Clement Rock to Orange Hill in order  
that the people in Orange Hill may be supplied with water? 

Hon. N, W. BOXILL: Mr, Speaker, I do not consider 
that a supplementary question a t  all. That is really another 
question which I would have to investigate before1 can give 
a reply. 

Mr, SPEAKER: If the hon, member is not ready to give 
a reply, I a m  sure  the hon, senior member fo r  St. Joseph 
will take the necessary steps to ensure that he gets  an ef- 
fective reply. 

Mr, COWARD: Mr, Speaker, Orange Hill is between 
Braggs Hi11 and Clement Rock, 

QUESTION re LOW WATER PRESSURE IN 
SUGAR HILL-CHIMBORAZO AREA 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question No. 84 stands in the name 
of the hon, senior member for St. Joseph. 

MY, COWARD: Mr ,  S p e a b r ,  the Question reads a s  
fullow: - 

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister: 

1. Is  Government aware of the inconvenience 
caused to residents in the Chimborazo-Sugar Hill a r e a  
a s  a result of the bw water p ressure?  

2, Will Government in  view of the fact that many 
of r k s e  residents have water borne systems make an ef- 
fort to lslleviate such s~lfferfngs? 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, the Reply is as fol- 
lows:- 

"& 

""1 Yes. 

2. The low pressure is due to the height of the 
Chimborazo-Sugar Hill a rea  (1080' - 1100' above sea level) 
in relation to the top water level (1105' above sea level) 
of the Castle Grant Reservoir which se rves  this area. In 
order  to improve the supply in this area,  consideration will 
be given to the laying of the new water main when t h e  
Development of Water Resources Programme for  1966-67 
i s  being prepared," 

DISREPAIR OF TENANTRY ROADS 
IN NORTHERN PARISHES 

Mr, SPEAKER: Question No. 69 stands in the name @ 

of the Hon, and Learned member fo r  St. .Tames whom I 
observe now to be in  his place. 



Mr. CARMICHAEL: Mr. Speaker, the Question reads 
rs follows:- 

To enquire of the appropriate Minister: 

1. Is Government aware that many subsidiary a d  
tenantry roads throughout the Northern parishes of the 
Island particularly in the parish of Saitt James a re  in a 
very bad state of disrepair? 

2. Is Government aware that these roads accom- 
modate properties of persons in the Northern parishes 
from wlmm the Northern District Guncil  derives a con- 
siderable amount of income by reason of payment of their 
a x e s  ? 

3. Will Government set about the repairing of these 
roads without further delay? 

Hen. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, the Reply i s  a s  
follows: - 

I .  Government i s  aware thrt some of the sub- 
sidiary Roads in the Northern District Council area a re  in 
a bad state of disrepair. 

2. Repairs to these roads will be carried out in 
accordance with the quantum of available resources and 
established priorities. Government has not yet undertaken 
the repair of private Tenantry Roads," 

QUESTION re CONDTION OF CHILDREN'S EYES 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question No. 100 stands in the name 
of the hon. junior member for St. Philip, 

Mr. WEEKES: Mr. Speaker, the Question reads as - "  
follows:- 

* 

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister: 

Is the Minister aware of the number of children whose 
eyes a r e  in very h d  condition, and who have been on the 
waiting list for approximately a year without receiving 

- either treatment o r  glasses? 

If the answer is in the affirmative, will the Minister 
devise a scheme whereby the children can be examined 
without delay? 

If the answer i s  in the negative, will the Minister 
make a full inquiry into this important matter? 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, the Reply i s  a s  
~ O ~ O W S : -  

"1. Yes. Sir, Proposals for re-organization and 
improvement of the ophthdmic service for school children 
were approved by the Legislature in November, 1965, but 
the implementation of them has been adversely affected 
by r shortage of the requisite medical suff. It. i s  expected 
thrt this situation will shortly be relieved. 

2 & 3, Do not arise." 

Mr. SPEAKER: There a re  no more Replies laid, 
3.05 p.m. 

GOVERNMENT BUXSINESS 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that 
Government Business be now taken. 

Hon. G. G. FERGLlSSON: I beg to second that, 

T h e  question was  put and resolved in the affimtative 
without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Item on the Order Paper 
stands in the name of the Hon, and Lebrned senior member 
far St. Jab: to move the passing of the following Resolu- 

tion: A Resolution to approve the Draft Constitution of 
Barbados, March, 1966, 

STATEMENT BY PREMIER re VISIT 
OF HALE SELASSIE, I 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, before the first 
Item of the day i s  proceeded with, Iam asking leave of the 
House to make a short announcement. 

Hon, E. W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker, Her Majesty the 
Q u a n  h s  notified His Excellency the Governor that in the 
course of a few days, on Thursday, His Imperial Majesty, 
Haile Selassie I, i s  expected to visit the Island of Barbados 
on Thursday at 8, a,m. 

There i s  no programme: it is now in the process of 
being printed, and within the past few days certain officials 
of the Government have been in liaison with His Imperial 
Majesty's staff in Trinidad, and the programme, which 
would be very short, has been approved by His Imperial 
Majesty, I should like to inform this Hmourable House 
that this programme will be circulated in due course, 

I am sure Your Honour and this House will receive this 
information under Government Notices withgreat pleasure 
and only regret that His Imperial Majesty, as originally 
planned, will not be able to visit the Legislature and sign 
the Visitors' Book,  He had hoped to do so some few days 
ago. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE DRAFT CON- 
STITUTION OF BARBADOS 1966 

Hon, E. W, BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the first Item on 
the Order Paper of Government Business i s  a Resolution 
to approve the Draft Constitution of Barbados, March.1966. 
The Resolution reads as follows:- 

WHEREAS on the 8th day of January, 1966, the General 
Assembly passed a resolution requesting Her Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies to convene, 
at the earliest opportunity, a Conference to arrange the 
constitutional, financial, defence and other details inci- 
dental to, and arising from, the assumption, by the people 
of Barbados, of Sovereign Nationhood within the Common- 
wealth in 1966: 

AND WHEREAS on the 24thday of January, 1966, the 
Senate concurred in the said resolution whichwrs assented 
to on the 25th day of January, 1966 by the Governor of this 
Island: 

AND WHEREAS Her Majesty's Principalsecretary of 
State has agreed to convene such a Conference on the 20th 
day of June, 1966: 

AND WHEREAS it i s  deemed necessary that the Legis- 
lature and t k  people ofthis Island should be made aware, 
prior to the conveningof the said Conference, of the natural 
and constitutional rights and the legal provisions according 
to which it i s  fitting thatthey should be governed, a Draft 
Constitution, embodying these rights and provisions, has 
been prepared and was laid before the Legislatureon the 
15th day of March, 1966. 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that this House ap- 
prove the said Draft Constitution. 

I understand, Mr. Speaker, that a few minutes ago Your 
Honour read out a letter purporting to be signed by the Hon, 
Lerder of the Cpposition, the Leader of the Minority Op- 
position and by two other hon. members of this House whose 
political affiliations have not after all these years been 
fully determined, I think, therefore, that before I initiate 
debate on this Resolution, I should draw certain cor- 
respondence to the attention of hon. members of the 
House who a re  in their places, and to place on record 
t h ~ t  no member of the Opposition partieshas availed him- 



self of the opportunity to debate this issue of g n a t  national 
importance. I will also like that it should be noted on the 
record that they have not been present to express their 
view. It i s  highly probable that they do not understand the 
Constitution since they play their politics by air. 

I s'bhould like, with Your Honour's permission to 
read this document - and I am prepared to make them 
all documents of the House. 

First, is a letter received from theHon. Leader of the 
Opposition which is  dated 12th April, 1966. 
3.15 p.m. 

BARBAKE NATIONAL PARTY 

Telephone 415i 

Headquarters Office, 
Pinfold Street, 

Barbados. 

12th April, 1966. 

The Hon, J. Cameron Tudor, 
Leader of rhe Home of Assembly, 
Government Headquarters, 
St Michael. 

Sir, 

With reference to the Resolution seeking the approval 
of the House of Assembly for the Draft Constitution laid 
before the Legislature on lijthMarch, 1966, Ihave to in- 
form you that the members of my Partydo not consider 
that any useful purpose would be served bydiscussing a 
Resolution in the terms submitted by you. 

Your Resolution can only be regarded as an attempt 
by the Government to give to the Draft Constitution a 
spurious authority by stamping it with the approvalof a 
majority vote in the House of Assembly, 

However, if your Resolution were changed to read "Ek 
it therefore resolved that this House approve the said draft 
~0n~ti tUtion , : r 1 \ c  \ for 11 \ < 1 1 ,  T L  111 u t  t'! e ' 1111 h 
: o n  rcrcr, c e C I I  j i i i  c ,  "we would be prepared to participate 
in the debate, 

I must add that if this snggestion is unacceptable to 
you, the members of the Barbados National Party will take 
no part in the debate either in the House or in the Senate. 

A reply to the suggestion made a b v e  is requested by 
noon on Friday 15th April, 1966, 

Yours faithfully, 

E. D. Mottley 
Leader of the Official Opposition, 
Barbados House of Assembly, 

Mr. Speaker, the Government of Barbados i s  not run 
in the same manner as the Bridgetown City Council. We 
have certain democratic procedures to which we adhere 
and which we observe. It i s  highly contumacious, insulting 
and arrogant that any member of the House, be he Lord 
Mayor, Pope, General o r  Field Marshal should address 
t%e Leader of the House informing him that in the normal 
course of Government business he must make a reply to the 
Opposition by noon on a particular day, 

We cannot teach people good manners: we cannot even 
teach them constitutional procedure. The Minister of Edu- 
cation referred the matter to the Cabinet and in due course 
was instructed to reply in terms set out by the Cabinet, On 
the same day the Leader of what the hon member describes 
as the Official Opposition -- on the same day that he gave 
the Minister of Education a deadline to reply to his l e m r  
summoned a Press  Conference - according to the Local 
P-rr - a d  delivered to the Press  the text of the letter 

which he had written to the Minister and also his com- 
ments thereon, 

The Cabinet has authorised me to deliver a copy - 
a photostat copy: not even a typewrittencopy - of the letter 
which was sent in reply by the Hon, Ministcr and Leader of 
the House. This letter was dated 19thApril. 1966 and it 
reads a s  follows:- 

Government Headquarters, 
Barbados. 

19th April  1966. 

Dear Mr. Mottley, 

I addressed you by letter dated 9th April, 1966, in- 
forming you that the Cabinet had agreed inter alia that 
three parliamentary members of your Partywould have 
their travel, hotel, transportation and other expenses for 
the London Independence Conference defrayed by the Gov- 
ernment, You have not acknowledged receipt of this letter 
but on the 12th April I received a letter from you reques- 
ting an amendment to the text of the Resolution tabled in the 
House of Assembly on 22nd March relating to the draft 
constitution. You stated that, if this request is not complied 
with, the members of the Barbados National Party in the 
House and Senate will not take part in the debate, 

2, It i s  clear from the insulting tone of your letter 
that neither you nor your Conservative colleagues even 
at this late stage understand o r  appreciate the full impli- 
cations of the System of Parliamentary democracy to 
which we in the Government adhere. 

3, Your reference to the majority vote in the House 
of Assembly as a "spurious authoritys' clearlydiscloses 
a contempt for parliamentary institutions and an intention 
to perpetuate the system of minority rule bythe wealthy 
interests which you represent, despite the enfranchisement 
of the adult masses of this country over fifteen years ago. 

4, On a previous occasion you were reminded in a 
letter written by the Honourable Premier on the instructions -. 

of the Cabinet that the proper procedure for the introduction 
of amendments to resolutions which have beensetdown for 
debate on the Order Paper of the Houseof Assembly is for 
a member to move the amendment after the substantive 
motion has been moved and seconded on the floor of the 
House, It is not even possible to move an amendment by 
submitting the text of the amendment to His Honour the 
Speaker, 

5, The members of the Barbados National Party 
have threatened in your letter that they willtake no part 
in the debate on the draft independence Constitution 
either in the House or  the Senate unless the Government's 
Resolution were changed in the manner suggested by you. 

6, Quite apart from the procedural impropriety dis- 
closed by your request, your threat not to take p a n  in the 
debate unless Government joins with youand your satellite 
Labour Party in a conspiracy to destroy Parliamentary 
Institutions can be regretted only by thosehapless persons 
wh6 were looking forward to representation from a person 
on whom the dignity of Leader of Her Majesty's, Opposition 
had been bestowed so recently a s  four years ago, 

7, The Government has given full publicity to its 
constitutional proposals for several weeks. Neither the 
public nor the Government wil l  have the benefitof your 
Party's views on the draft Independence Constitution if you 
persist with your threat to abstain from the debate. 

Yours faithfully, 
Leader of the House of Assembly. 

Sir, I have much pleasure in making these Documents 
of the House. 





at that time. History will think verypoorly of the people 
who, because they have an insatiable lust for power and 
for plunder, have absented themselves from taking part 
in this debate, :\'hen I say that theyhave an insatiable lust 
for power and for plunder, first, they must get 
the power in order to plunder, and because we stand in the 
way of their getting the power, theythinkthat we are  the 
worst people in the world Their one ambition in politics 
i s  plunder, and they only see the authority of Government 
as  a device and as a means whereby they can get their hands 
in other people's pocket - in mine and other people's, 

This is  the social policy which binds them, and it is  
therefore not surprising to us in this Government that you 
find the leader of the so called Labour Party walking hand 
in hand with the Leader of the Opposition, and planning with 
the Conservative elements in this island who openly pro- 
fess as  a religion that conserving what they have is the 
by-all and end-all of social philosophy, We do not sub- 
scribe to that philosophy. W e  think that the authority of 
Government is  the by-all and end-all in order to do the 
greatest good for the greatest number of people. 

Sir, this i s  not time for mincing matters at all be- 
cause issues in this country can very often become blurred 
by vilification and distortions in the organs of public opinion, 
Sir, you never see that the hon, member on my right has 
any full page advertisement to give to the newspapers of 
this country. The people who are  making profits out of 
this country are  the people who give these advertisements, 
and the money which they spend on the newspapers is  
money which is  not spent in any socialor useful manner 
because the broad masses of people in this country have 
no alternative but to buy goods from these people. 

Therefore, Sir, wehave to beverycareful from time 
to time that we should have a re-statementto remind not 
only people on the other side what we a re  here for, but 
to remind ourselves, and- what i s  more important - to 
remind the general public who tend to forget and look for 
immediate personal advantage o r  for charity instead of 
looking for the broader issues which I do over and over 
every single day of my life in the same way that some 
people religiously read the Bible, I do not know it as  
readily a s  the hon. senior member for St. Andrew, and 
sometimes I go to him for instructions on various pas- 
sages. I do nor read it everyday, but I remind myself of 
it by reading some document on social philosophy: so 
you will see Sir, that I remind myself of what I am here 
for. 

Now, Sir, the debate as  to whether Borbados should 
become independent o r  not i s  not handed in at this stage 
because by an overwhelming majority of both Houses of 
the Legislature, they approved the Resolution which was 
tabled here last year some time towards the beginning of 
October asking the Secretary of State to convene a Con- 
ference. However, the struggle going on between the Op- 
position i s  that the Government i s  not giving them enough 
representation at the Conference. Just a few weeks ago 
the Hon. Leader of the House in accordance with an under- 
taking summoned the leaders of theMajorityOpposition 
Party and the Minority Opposition Party to Government 
Headquarters to discuss the representation, The Hon, 
Leader of the House put forward that the Government was 
sending five Parliamentary members a s  comprising the 
Government's delegation, and let it be known that the Gov- 
ernment was prepared to give them collectively the same 
representation of five members by giving them three 
from the Official Opposition Party and two from the 
Minority Party. They have not come out inthe Press  and 
said that the Government has offered them the same num- 
ber a s  what the Government i s  taking. The Cabinet agreed 
to the representation put forward by theMinIster on the 
12th April. With 26 o r  27 members of the Legislature 
as  against the two Opposition Parties put together with 
only ten members, which means a division of nearly 
three to one, we of the Government gave them the same 
representation and their reaction to it was that it was 
completely illogical. They were probably surprised at the 
Government representation, but they said that they wanted 

more than five, Of course, to get that they said that they 
felt that the Government was not adeq.. ~ t e l y  represented, 
and that the Government should at least take twenty people 
at the Conference, They said so so that they could a t  least 

ask for ten o r  twelve people. 
3.45 p.m, 

But when the Government said we only need five 
people to handle these things, they said: "It is  not fair: 
you should have twenty, '' This i s  the first time they have 
ever offered us anything, I want this to go on record, Then 
we have this strange anomaly in whichsomeone who is  not 
a member of the Legislature and who i s  partially unem- 
ployed can say that certain members of theLegislature 
cannot take part in the debates, That same gentleman pre- 
sented himself at the meeting todiscuss representation, 
and he is not a member of the Legislature, 

This is an exercise in which representatives of the 
people should be present, We cannot take, as  has been 
done in some instances, all forty-five members of the 
Legislature to a Conference of this kind. Inthe first place, 
it is a question of expense, and in the second instance it 
is  not a Debating Society, The debate sbaould take place 
here a d  now, This is  a preliminary exercise. No one 
would be so foollsh as  to say that every single comma, 
fullstop and line in the Draft Constitution willnecessarily 
appear in the Bill as  approved and assented to by the 
Houses of Parliament because Parliament may make 
changes as  a result of representations made, and it may 
be considered advisable to make certain changes either 
in substance or form. 

It is silly, Mr. Speaker, to pretend that by participat- 
in this debate and approving the Draft Constitution you 
are  thereby short-circuiting the process of having a Con- 
ference in London. I wish it were so. Seriously, that would 
be a consummation devoutly to be wished: but it is  not so. 

To suggest that if the Government does not change the 
wording of this Resolution you will not take part in the de- 
bate is  to disclose an abysmal ignorance of the process of 
Parliamentary democracy, After the Independence Reso- 
lution was passed, these groups went into hibernation for 
a short period of time. When notice was given that the Con- * .  

stitution was laid, they were surprised that it was done in 
such a short time, Not one member of the Opposition has 
come out and held a publicdiscussionnot in any way fet- 
tering debate in the Legislature, but they were given an 
opportunity to hold discussions and joining withother Par-  
ties in holding discussions o r  anythingelse they liked on 
the proposals, 

The only conclusion I can come to i s  that they do not 
understand exercises of this nature, They always have to 
be running asking someone's opinion. After beating the 
drum for such a long time and callingdown the wrath of 
Heaven upon the heads of the Government, they found a 
Constitution which excels any constitution in any part of 
the Commonwealth in the safeguardingof the fundamental 
rights and freedoms and the preservation of therule of 
law. They now say that they a re  not here today - perhaps 
they do not know what to say. They t ry  to becloud the issue 
by saying that if they attend it would be taken that the 
House has approved the Constitution. They a re  saying that 
the Secretary of State o r  the Officials inEngland will ask: 
"What have you come uphere for?" and they will have to 
go back home because the House of Assembly has already 
approved the Constitution, and the whole matter i s  fixed 
already. 

I should like you to know this, Sir, in 1962 the Govern- 
ment went up to the U. K. and discussed certain proposals 
for the formation of the Eastern Caribbean Federation. 
As far a s  I remember, Sir, there was no debate on any 
constitution for the Federation. After we came backdown 
we introduced a Resolution approving the proposals for 
which we had no mandatewhatsaver, notevenfrom the 
Electorate. The Leader of the Opposition was the sole 
member of the Opposition present. There was no qlaeryfng 
how many people should go to tk Federation Conference. 



I& sat and approved the proposals. He did not say he 
approved them in principle or as  a basis for discussion. 
Mr. Bird said so, He made it c l u r  that as  far as  he was 
concerned he did not like the waytheSecreury of State 
had run the Conference, and the most that he would promise 
to do was to try to seek approval in principle, Because we 
did not want to appear to be breakingup anything o r  in- 
troducing m atmosphere of doubt we brought forward a 
simple and straight forward Resohrrion asking for the ap- 
proval of the Legislature, 

At the meeting one of two tentative amendments were 
put forward by the Leader of the Oppositionand the hon, 
junior member for the City which were defeated, We then 
unanimously voted for the Resolution which sought a 
straightforward approval of the White Paper, Command 
Paper 1'146, in June of 1962, These people should be con- 
sistent. I would like to go h c k  a little further, For many 
years this Government Parry constituted the Official Op- 
position in this Chamber, Year after year several Confer- 
ences and matters of great constitutional importance were 
held. Throughout all that time not one single member of 
the Opposition was ever invited to any Conference, even 
Conferences which were deciding Independence of the West 

- Indian nation and therefore Independence of Barbados 
as  well. 

One person was invited - Your Honour. That was an 
invitation issued to you personally and not an invitation 
issued to the Opposition Party, although of course we would 
have selected you The Borbados Labour Party did not 
want to take the risk of a choice being made by the Of- 
ficial Opposition by asking us to nominate someone. They 
only issued m invitation to Your Honour because they 
were fighting against Trinidad and Jamaica and they wanted 
to say that both the Government Party and the Opposition 
Party supported them. 

I want to make all of these things public - of course 
they will be published before the end of the month by Pro- 
fessor Lewis and Mr. John Mordecai. The only place the 
Leader of the Opposition ever went was New York until 
this Government came into power, Then within a month 
he found himself in a first class compartment for London 
on the invitation of this Government. 
3-55 p.m. 

What worries me is that people likehimare dishonest 
enough to get up and accuse this Government of dictator- 
ship when he owes the position he holds today to our 
recognition of democratic procedures: and if the other 
Government had been in power, the ones who are  around 
him now, he would not sit until Thy Kingdom come and 
would not see a Conference held in Carriacou or Grenada. 

Let us get the record straight. When we posed that 
the Official Opposition should have representation, at least 
one seat, in the Senate, the attitude of the Barbados Labour 
Party was articulated by Mr. b n  McLeod, the then Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies, becausehe would have to 
go by what the Premier for the time being advised him. 
The attitude of the Party which we presented to Mr. 
McLeod was that there should be representation of the 
Party in the Senate, whatever the Oppositionmay be. We 
were not asking for a s a t  for ourselves because we were 
then inOpposition, but whatever the Opposition may be, it 
should be represented up there, Mr. McLeod told this 
Government Party whichwas then the Opposition Party - 
and you were present when he told us so, Mr. Speaker - - 
that it was desirable to retain the non-polltical character 
of the Legislative Council, and therefore they could not 
agree to the proposal that we should have the Opposition 
represented in the Other Chamber, These are  the facts 
of history and they must be recorded, 

Let us see who is democratic a d  who i s  not demo- 
cratic. When in 1958 the Leader of the Opposition won the 
majority of seats in the Bridgetown CityCouncilelections, 
there was a question of six Aldermen being nominated 
by the Officer administering the Government of the coun- 
try, and the Barbados Labour Partpwith whom he finds 

himself now as  a very strange political bedfellow in a 
state of unlawful concubinage-bitterly opposed the idea 
of any of the nominations being made on the advice of the 
Leader of the Party that had wonthe majority of seats in 
that election. I want that to go down on record too, and he 
should read these things just as  he reads his prayers every 
night, and the Lord will openhis eyes and set him on the 
right path. I did not say he reads his prayers: I said he 
should read them, because I have no guarantee that he says 
his prayers at all or reads them. WhenHis Excellency the 
Governor, after taking legal advice and advice from Her 
Majesty's Government, nominated Aldermen to the Bridge- 
town City Council, the Federal Prime Minister, Sir 
Grantlcy Adams, who is Leader of that Party said that the 
Governor would have to go. 

Let me get something else on the record, Take the arl - 
ministration at the Bridgetown City Council. For over one 
year there are  employees down there withfamilies who 
have not been paid their wages. Do youthink the Govern- 
ment of Barbados as it i s  presently constituted, the legi- 
timate and lawful Government of Barbados, could attempt 
at any time to hold public servants and deny bread to mem- 
bers of their families for more than six weeks? If you pay 
wages later than the 26th people will talk about going on 
strike from the Central Government. Let us  see who is 
democratic. Just this morning the Chairman of the Southern 
District Council came to me and said that the Councillors 
were annoying him, not about salaries because they do not 
get salaries, but that they were held up with six weeks* 
travelling allowance, and the thingwvuld come to a crisis  if 
they did not get the travelling allowance: and some get a 
larger travelling allowance than Ministers. It is not a 
question of families waiting on the legitimate earning, and 
although the matter has not reached mebecause nothing 
stays in my office for more than 48 hours - not eighteen 
or twenty-three months and that kind of thing - I pro- 
mised the Chairman I would look into it. You can have in a 
country like this when people are  talking about democracy 
people down at the Bridgetown City Council attending work 
every day and not receiving wages for a whole year, although 
the money was voted in the Estimates. Ifthe Leader of the 
Opposition wants to draw swords and do battle with me, 
he has chosen the right person. 

It is a matter of general knowledge that the whole 
Public Healthstaff rejoiced the day they enjoyed freedom 
for the first time, because they were constrained to go 
out and canvass for the Leader of the Bridgetown City 
Council instead of being allowed to do their work, and if 
you did not agree, you were ostracised down there. Who 
is he now to start talking about procedures and that this 
will happen or that willhappen? Let us look and see what 
happens in this country. We intend to rule it out, and that 
i s  why they are  cross with us. 

The hon. senior member for St, Peter frequently says 
that the Leader of the Opposition and I were friends, Not 
true, I would like to get that clear. The point is that there 
are a lot of unpalatable things that youfind yourself having 
to do when you are  in aGovernment, because people ex- 
pect you to do them: and therefore, once you know what 
a man's outlook is, you know what to watch for, and there- 
fore you should not start off with the assumption that you 
have to be hostile inside and outside the Chamber to some- 
body because he i s  inopposition, and therefore you have 
to try to maintain a type of perpetual dialogue between the 
Opposition and Government. That i s  the waydemocracy 
can function best; and if Iextended to the Leader of the 
Opposition the courtesies which I now discover he never 
deserved, it i s  only because I am overwhelmed with a 
sense of my duty to the community, although I may be doing 
something personally distasteful and unpalatable to myself. 
I have other unpalatable functions to perform from time to 
time, like sitting down and listening to the hon. junior 
member for St, Joseph which i s  o m  of the most disgrace- 
ful exercises to whichanyone can be subjected from time 
to time. Going to cocktail parties i s  another thing I do 
not like to do, because if youstay away too freqwntly - 
that is  the kind of abstention I believe in - when, say, the 
Chamber of Commerce, the Cricket Board of Control o r  



one of the foreign Governments invite you, they begin to 
think the Government is opposed to them and they begin 
talking ahoklt the Government, that this i s m  anti-social 
Government, and you lire not doing anything to be on good 
terms. So you lave to do these disxrsttful things like goim 
to cocktail parties, a:?d If-ke siaingdownand listening to 
the harangw rmd diatribe which emanate fromtheopposite 
side of the fime,. ?"his is the price you b v c  to pay for 
d e ~ o c r a c y ,  urfortunately. Lkn~ocracy is the most expen- 
sive exercise in the world,  cause it imposes on its par- 
ticipants strains arid burdens which the normal human 
being is  not confronted withfrorndaytoday. I want peo- 
ple to be abundantly clear where I stand on ever] issue. 
There is nothing more that they cando to the members of 
this &use that they have not done already. They have 
tried everphing and yo]: call take that from me. 
4.05 p.m. 

Xow, Mr. Speaker, this is not a debate on Independence. 
! want to make that clear to my colleagues on this side of 
the %use. This is not a debate on independence: this is a 
debate or1 t k  Draft Independence Constitution. W e  have 
passed the stage where, hut to the most doubting members 
of this community, independence is an issue: and we would 
be making a great rnist~kc,  jmt likewhat the Opposition 
is making, if we ere rryingto convertthis discussion on 
the outline of the Draft Consrieurion into a discussion on 
when Barbados or if Barbados should have independence. 

Mr. Speaker, I sbx~ ld  like to issueone further note 
of warning to those tion, members who should be present 
on the other sideoftheTable, We want to disabuse their 
minds, whether they are  Conservative or  Labour, that 
members of the British Government, whether they are Con- 
servative o r  L a b u r ,  are so absurd as to think that when 
we come we ~ 3 u l d  be discussing things likedates of elec- 
:icn or that rlonseilse, kcause  that is of' no concern to the 
Secretary of State fkx the Colonies Hon mernkrs  of tine 
C'ippcsition can check on it if they like We have cabled the 
Secretary of State for she Cohnies aboirtthematter and 
he has cabled back and s a d  that the date of elections is a 
matter solely in the province of the Premier, Therefore, 
wha.t are rhey going down there to discuss? They think 
now that they canhave a second trial on the postponement 
of Lide,bendsnce for the people of Ebrbados 'i.y discussing 
the dare of electton, 1:wntthemto cable the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies and askhim ifhe has not said that 
: h t  is a, matter f ~ r  the Premier of Barbados, They do 
not understand the Constitution. They would like to see 
fhis cormtry with a Constitution inferior to other cour- 
cries of the world, Barbados is notevena Crown Colony 
kceuse  we had a Constitution since 1651 which far tran- 
scends any Constitution, 

111 1933 - -  i O  there were people 011 that side of the 
K m e  -- and, ? ir Spczker.  yo^ will k awe re of this - 
whc went st, f r y  as to suggest to the M o r n  Commission 
diat Barbados s h u l d  be turned mtc aCrownColony, and 
the surprising thira a h u e ~ r  is that itwaz nct said by the 
Leaders of the Conservatives at alI, Ofcourse, they hati 
rhlngs their awn wsy. But it was said by the Leader of the 
Earbados 1,abour Parry, supported by a forxer  Minister 
of this Government, the hon, senior member for St, Philip, 
srmesimg That Barbados should remain a Crown Colony 

Therefore, Sir, it is not surprising to me that they 
wruld no1 want this country to be independent because that 
k b d  of thinking represents a bygone age, and it i s  not 
consonant with the thinking of progressive people in this 
country today, Those people a rc  completely OUT of tune 
with .*;hat is going on and, a s  f have said, I just want to 
make it clear that maybe now 'they know that the die is 
cast, they will decide to turn out for the continuation of this 
debate, -h not go up rhere with your proposals in your fob 
pocket and do not say that T do not want anybody to see 
them 

Sir, we have a lor of work to do before the visit of His 
Imperial Majesty Hailie SeIwssie I, Lionof Judah, King of 
Klngs. It ts goirtg to be n very brief visit and I should 
like tc. remind Your Homur that the invitation to His 
In~perial Majertywas i s s ~ ~ d  as  early as September 1964, 

This is not a iast minute thrig. Unfortunately, we are  a 
Colonial territory and this i s  another disadvantage of being x -  

a Colonial territory. A s  far a s  foreign affairs are  con- 
cerned, the Government of Barbados runs its ownaffairs, 
but the only thing I can remember that I asked the British 
Government to do for us was to issue an invitation to His 
Imperial Majesty Hnib Selassie I. I must say thrt the 
official side of the BritishGovernment did not act with 
the promptness which I would like. I do not want to say 
anything more, but I am supe that ifwe had handled this 
matter ourselves, the rnatter would have been settled a1- 
ready, 

A s  it is, the members of t k  Government have many 
matters to deal with now in preparation of this visit. 

Mr, Speaker, we have received representation from 
the Law Society and from the Barbados Chamber of Com- 
merce regarding the Draft Constitution of Barbados, and 
we a re  in the process of investigating the validity of s o m  
of thc. submissions which they have made. We hope to 
finish this debate in a matter of a couple of days - I do 
not mean today o r  tomorrow. For that reasonand in view 
of the fact that no further submissions have come in, I am 
prepared to accept a motion at this stage that further con- - 
sideratio11 of this debate be postponed, atthe same time 
reserving my right to continue my speechon the next oc- 
casion. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I would like to move 
that further consideration on this debate be postponed, 
and in so doing I think theHon, Premier should be pleased 
now that the members of the Opposltiondecidednot to turn 
up to this debate today. 
4.15 p,m. 

It shows that they are completepoliricaldunces who _ . - - 
sbuld  k saperamuatmi fpom seats in ZheHouseof As- 
sembly. They are  unworthy to k membersofthe House of 
Assembly because they do not have one clue as to what 
is going on in the political sense. Political Science should 
be an exercise for every politician whether he goes to the 
University o r  not, A man cannot practicepolitics like a 
man practising to play a guitar by going to the seaside and 
looking at the waves. 

Now that we are  considering an important matter they 
have decided to withdraw, to contract out, I think the Pre- 
mier should consider doing somethtng in Barbados about 
people who challenge the Parliament of this country. They 
shculd be told bluntly and squarely thatthere will be no 
more of this continual nonsense, that when Parliament has 
passed a law or  something unanimously o r  by majority vote 
some of the members canget the idea that the law can be 
flouted, It was not a law, but the Resolution which was in- 
troduced on one occasion, and after approval bythe Legis- 
lrture these same back-door methods were used, This 
House of Assembly went down as voting for Independence, 
LMhg that debate there was an amendment put forward 
that before Independence an Election should take place. That 
was rejected hy this %use, and a similar amendment put 
up in the Senate and was rejected by the Senate. 

The Chamber of Commerce is now going to hold a 
Conference, Another House i s  going to meet at the Marine 
Hotel. So we have two Parliaments, one inthe Lower Green 
and another in Hascings. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Has the hon, member moved that fur- 
ther consideration of the Resolution be postponed? 

Mr. WALCOTT: I said that in moving that further 
consideration be postponed I wanted to say somethingfirst, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Therefore, it is a motion. 

Mr.  WALCOTT: It i s  a motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 'I'hat clarifies it during the absence 
of the Clerks, 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I hope thattheclerks are  not 
abstaining also. 



Mr 1 '.iLCOTT: Cn the threshold of Independence we 
must serve notice on all and sundry that productivity at all 
levels i s  oneof the essentials of progress, We shall have 
to do some very hard things to some people. This 1s the 
sort of disrespect of Parliament that makes Parliamen- 
tarians act stupidly, because they take too many things for 
granted. The Clerks must tre%? the House with greater 
respect than withdrawing corn? * s  r l y  from the House and 
leaving the Table empty, The pr. vJe pay to keep that 
Table filled i s  not insignificant. 

I said, Mr. Swaker, that these mem-krs of the Gpposi- 
,?.ion who decided to stay outside of Parliament today and who 
have written you that letter appear to be challenging Your 
Honour's office in the House, To write a letter to the 
Speaker saying that you as a member of the House are not 
turning up to a meeting s b w s  what a complete dunce you 
are. You do not have to write to the Speaker telling him 
that you are  not attending a meeting You are not cooks 
or washers who have to write and say: "I am not coming 
out today because I had a fiad cold last night !" The Clerks 
would have to inform Your Honour that they cannot attend 
and even they would not have to do it in this way, because 
they are entitled to sick leave ~t t ctcril. 

I gather from this letter that it is not only stupid but 
a gross insult by members to their own institution. Imagine 
saying that to participate in this proposed exercise would 
be to provide the Government Party with an opport~mity of 
pressing the draft Constitution a: the June Independence 
Conference in Landon as a Constitution approved by the 
Legislature of Barbados, and that will render the Opposition 
Parties powerless at the London Conference! If they are 
going to the Conference with any understandingthat they 
have power they could as well stay at home, 

This is a courtesy that the Gove~nment has accorded 
to the Opposition with seven members in a House of 
twenty-four, and the Government Party with fifteen out of 
twenty-four: and they are  talking about a majority, If it was 
carried in the House by a majority, that majority would 
have been a substantial one In any House 

They wrote in the Press  telling the world that if there 
was a majority vote in the House and in Parliament approv- 
ing something, it would be giving it a spurious authority, 
Have you ever met such ignorance? Writing words that you 
do not know the meaning of !How can you talk about par- 
liamentary authority as being spurious? Parliament is 
Sovereign. We are being told about the spurious authority 
of Parliament if it passes something by a majority vote 
although the Government Party was elected by the people 
by a large majority, 

I think it should be said that this question of Indepen- 
dence was settled by us. There was a feeling that the peo- 
ple of Barbados wereopposed to their own independence, 
Can youconceive in 1966 any country not wanting political 
independence? It shows how childish they are, Before we 
a re  in a position to talk about the economic aid we would 
like to see, they are  telling us that they cannot participate 
in a debate on the Draft Constitution on Independence k- 
cause they do not want to give it the stamp of approval, 
4.25 p,m. 

The people who have signed this - on:! I am sorry 
the Leader of the Opposf tion is not here - are  completely 
incompetent to deal with these big national issues, The 
Leader of the Opposition is  purely an ordinary parish- 
pump parliamentary machine, and the pump that he strokes 
i s  no longer working. A matter like this is infinitely beyond 
his capacity to deal with, People talk aboxt another leader 
in the Borbados House of Assembly, but there is something 
we should tell the Secretary of State for the Colonies quite 
bluntly and forcefully now, because we would not have much 
opportunity after independence to work these things out. 
There are  seven m e m h r s  in the Opposition: four in one 
Party and three in another, and you are  making up two 
Oppositions to carry them away with you, calling them 
Opposition Parties. 

In the United Kingdom, has Mr, John Grimond over 
k e n  anywhere to represent anybody because he i s  Leader 
of an Cpposition Party? If the PrirneMinister treats him 
with the courtesy of discussing r matter withhirn, that i s  
as much as he would do. As the lion. Premier has rightly 
asked, where did they go duririg the regime of the last 
Government? Who was carried them to London before? 
Formerly they were saying that the Premier was going 
to take away everybody's rights by independence; but here 
the Draft Constitution has been put before alland sundry, 
If he were going to London with jt in his briefcase, they 
would say that he had a Consti taim that nobody knew about 
and that they would like to see it, 

Mr. Speaker, onl;r a dwlderhead would withdraw from 
Parliament where b is a representative, A dunderhead 
is a parliamentary dunce; and aalE they have shown is  that the 
confidence which the people have reposed inthem has been 
sadly misplaced on persons incapable of dealing withlarge 
national issues As I said earlier, impotent people cannot 
run a Government. When it comes to these things, they run 
away, They run away from dealing with fundamental national 
issues that can be discussed withintheir own Party. They 
are  so Colonial in concept that the only person they can 
consult with i s  the Secretary ofstate; but when it comes 
to discussing these matters with your own people, they 
withdraw. 

The Leader of the Iiouse said here some weeks ago 
that they were giving everybody in Barbados anopportunity 
to see the Draft Constitutlsn, Prior tothat, they were say- 
ing that the Premier willturnthis Island into a dictator- 
ship, that if you have a potato field, they were going to 
carry away your potatoes, o r  take away your:**,- t-ees 
or  sheep. Now that the Draft Constitution has "er: pinted 
for everybody to see, they cannot use the argument about 
democracy or  dictatorship; they a re  finding another ar -  
gument. They want to create something new in the minds 
of the public They a re  operating on the basis that they 
must always create a crisis, because they a re  crisis  
politicians, They would be glad to bear thatthe House of 
Assembly is burning so that they would have something 
to say although it would be costly, A crisis  gives them 
something to talk about, just as some people wodd listen 
rehgiously to nothing else but death notices. Ifthey a re  
politicians they h v e  to stop and listen, although they have 
not been to a funeral 111 fifty years, because a funeral 
sounds ltke a crisis, Tiley must hear that the Garrison 
or  some big plzce is burnkg down, because it glves them 
something to talk abo~ir, but if nothing takes place and 
they have to initiate sc  ,~ething out of the clear, blue at- 
mosphere which needs hardwork end original work, you 
get nothlng fror-11 then.  Their uriginal attitude i s  to create 
an atmosphere: of discontent. 

Mr. S p d e r ,  these same members challenged us that 
we could not win the independence vote in Parliament. We 
won that vote. What more must we win?The second stage 
now is to deal with the Constitution, but they are  saying: 
"Not in the House of Assembly. '' Can we reach the stage 
where a ~ n e m k r  of the House of Assembly is saying that 
the Legislature is not the best pEacetodiscuss the most 
important issue there is?That is why I call them political 
dunces We a re  giving approval to what wewantto put 
forward, and if they a r e  nor in favour of what we a re  put- 
ting forward, when they get to the Secretary of State it 
would not mean mytning, They should let the people of 
Barbados know their views, unless the people a r e  not 
a s  important as the Secretary ofstate. Inthe Draft Con- 
stitution you can write whatever youlike, and you can add 
or  take out and amend, and as the Premier rightly said, 
Constitutions a re  for lawyers. TMs is a lawyer's paradise, 
because after we have the Constitution, lawyers willmake 
more money, because every now and againtheywill tell 
somebody that they offended the Constitution, and down 
in somebocly's pocket they will go to defend the cause, 
and though the person may lose, the lawyer still gains, 
In all t h s e  things I hove never seen in Barbados a lawyer 
go to prison or  even pay a fine for something; so even if 
he loses an easy case, he still wins. There was only o m  



very important case of which I h u r d  where the woman 
called back for her money, and the lawyer was so offended 
or  annoyed that he gave her back, I know that your office 
is  in Coleridge Street, but I do not mean your office. They 
a r c  giving the impression that writing the Constitution will 
deprive them of something. Tnen there a r e  the two other 
members, the hon, senior member for St, Philip and the 
hon, junior member for St, Peter, Youcanliken the b n .  
junior member for St, Peter to oneofthose mock-birds 
which you use for keeping away other birds when you have 
things planted in your yard, He i s  a political mocking-bird, 
He only has to hear something going, and if he thinks what 
is  going sounds good, he sings thesametune: so he is  say- 
ing that he i s  not turning up to the House. How often does 
he turn up anyhow? If members used to be paid for every 
meeting they attend, the b n ,  junior member for St, Peter 
would have been the first in a seat today: but you a re  paid 
even when you a r e  away, 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would remind thehon, member for 
St. Peter  that his motion is  a dilatory one, 

Mr. WALCOTT: In moving the postponement of the 
debate, I am still entitled to make some comments. That 
is  one thing with our Rules: they a r e  very flexible and 
elastic, 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member is  theMover, but it 
i s  I to determine what is  inorder, According to Standing 
Order 31 (2) - I am only reminding the hon, member, I am 
not telling him2'the debate upon such a motion shall be 
confined to the matter of the motion'' - 'that further con- 
sideration be postponed' - md a Member whohas made 
o r  seconded such a motion shall not beentitled to move 
o r  second any similar motion during the same debate, " 

Mr. WALCOTT: The matter I amdealingwith i s  the 
yostponement of the debate on the Draft Constitution, and 
Your Honour i s  well aware that the reason for moving the 
postponement i s  quite in order: so Iwillonly take this op- 
portunity of saying that these gentlemen who believe that 
they will be forcing us to postpone the debate have not 
treated this community with any courtesy, As the Hon. 
Premier has said, some people have sent in information 
that he feels should be analysed, but what he i s  worried 
about i s  that the public i s  treated with discourtesy by the 
public forum and by the representatives who come here 
nclt giving the public that kind of representation they de- 
serve, 
4.35 p.m. 

Why should four members join together to write a 
letter saying that they a r e  not coming to the House of 
Assembly? We would be political idiots if we did not com- 
ment on this, They a re  four m e m k r s  and they a re  repre- 
senting four different points of view, One is  the Leader of 
the Official Opposition, one i s  the Leader of the Minority 
Party and the other two a r e  allegedly Independent members: 
so we have four different points of view in collusion. They 

say thrt they a r e  not corning to the House of Assembly 
today, I think the Public should know how their business 
should be conducted and that there was no question that 
the Government did not know what they a r e  doing. The 
Government served copies of the Draft Constitution to the 
various Service organizations and gave us four weeks to 
discuss the m m e r .  

The hon. Leader d tb Opposition is  bereft of his 
ability a s  a Leader of the Opp6sition. Togive you m illus- 
tration: when the Hon. Leader of the House said that a t  
this m a t i n g  m would discuss the Draft Constimion, the 
Hon. L d e r  of the Opposition had ample opportunity to 
state then that bc was not participating in the debate. If 
I had my way about it, not only would they not tiebate in 
this House of Assembly; they would not take part in any 
debate about the matter in London. One of the reasons 
why they a r e  going to London is  because they a r e  going 
out of the expenses of the people. If they had to pay their 
own expenses, they would also withdraw from takingpart 
in that discussion too. If I had my way a s  to their con- 
tracting out, I would treat  them as  if I was an industrial 
employer. I would say: As you have walked out, therefore 
there you must stay." Sir, that i s  the reason why I beg 
to move that further consideration of this debate be 
postponed. 

Hon. J. C. TUDJR: I beg to second that. 

THE ADJOURNMENT 

Hen, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, this concludes Gov- 
ernment Business for today's sitting, 

Mr. Speaker, I heg to move that this House do now 
adjourn until next Tuesday 26th April, 1966 at  2.30 
o'clock p.m. 

In connection with the continuation of this debate I 
should be writing Your Honour requesting the useof the 
equipment of the Caribbean Broadcasting Corporation to 
record the debate on the Draft Constitution. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Before tbe questionis put, a s  
I understand it the purpose of recording the debate i s  in 
order to facilitate the printing of it. It is not for the purpose 
of brbadcasting the debate. We have received a reqllest 
from certain quarters that very prompt submission of the 
Hansard should be made in the course of this debate and 
this i s  the main purpose of the recordingof the debate. 




