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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Tuesday, 15th August, 1967

Pursuant tothe adjournment,the House of Assem=~
bly met at 12 o’clock (Noon) today.

PRESENT
His Honour J, E. T. BRANCKER, Q.C., F.Z.8,,
(Speaker); Hon. C. E. TALMA, (Minister of Health and
' FERGUSSON,
(Minister of Trade, Tourism, Co-operatives and’ Fisb-
eries); Mr. R. ST. C. WEEKES, J.P.; Mr. W. R. LOWE
Hon. N, W. BOXILL, (Minister of Communications and
Works); Mr. J, B, YEARWOOD, (Chairman of Committees);
Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS, (Minister of Agriculture,.La-
bour and National Insurance); Mr. C. A. E. HOPPIN,
J.P. and Mr. H. B. ST.JOHN, LL.B.

Community De'velopment); Hon. G. G.

Prayers were read.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS, Messrs HOLDER and
CRAIG enteredthe House and took their seats.
MINUTES

Mz, SPEAKER: 1 regret to have once again to
announce that there are no Minutes available fox con-
firmation. I am advised that that is no fault of those
who presently sit as Clerks at the Table.

DOCUMXE NTS

Mr., SPEAKER: I have the honour to announce the
receipt of the Accounts and Statement for the month
of January, 1967, as prepared by the Accountant
General. ~ :

I also have the honour to announce thatl have
received the Report of the examination of Accounts
of the Island as submitted by the Auditor General for
the year ended 31st March, 1966,

BILL RETURNED FROM THE OTHER PLACE
Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the

House that I have received from the Other Place a
Bill which has been passed with certain amendments

_that is, the Law Revision Bill 1967, The Message which

accompanies the Bill has been signed by the President
on the 11th August, 1967,

REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE LAID

Mr, SPEAKER: I also have the honour to inform
the House that the Select Committee appointedto con~
sider and. report on what provision, if any, should be
made for the payment of pensions to membars of
Parliament -and Ministers of the Crowu, past and
present have completed their report; and I have the
honour to direct in my capacity as Chairman of that
Committee, that that Report be laid and subs=quently
printed and circulated amongst hon. members. At~
tached to this Report are the Minutes of the meetings
of this Committee,

PAPERS LAID

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, on hehalf of
the Hon. Primz Minister, Minister of Finance and
Minister of External Affairs, I am commanded to
lay the Customs Duties (Barbados Family Pianning
Association) Order, 1967,

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, I am com-
manded to lay the Reports of the Waterworks De-
partment for the years ended 31st March, 1955, and
31st March, 1966.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES
| Hon. C., E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, on behalf of

the Hon. Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and
Minister of External Affairs, I beg to give notice of

the following Resolutions:-

A Resolution to place the sum of $370,640 at ths
disposal of the Government to supplement the Esti-
mates, 1967-68 Part 1 - Current as shown in the
Supplementary Estimates, 1967-68 No. 13 which
forms the Schedule to the Resolution.

A Resolution to place the sum of $68,817 at the
disposal of the Government to supplement the Esti~

mnates, 1967-68 Part 1 - Current as shown in the

Supplementary Estimates,1967-68 No. 14 whichforms
the Schedule to the Resolution.
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On my own behalf, I beg to give notice of the
following:~

A Resolution to approve the guarantee by the
Government of a loan not exceeding $1,000,000 and
the interest thereon, by the Barbados National Sta-
dium Corporation from Barclays Bank, D.C.O.

A Resolution to approve an amendment to the
Note to Item 49 of Head 46 of the Estimates 1967-68,
relating to the allowances payable to Pupil, Midwives
and Ward Assistants at the Queen-Elizabeth Hospital.

A Bill to revise tha Statute Law of the land by
repealing obsolete, spent, unnecessary or super-
seded enactments.

Vessrs SMITH, SPRINGER and HINDS entered the

JHouse and took their seats.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I am asking
for leave to deal with the Resolution for the sum of
$300,640 with the Resolution for the sum of $68,817,
and also with the Resolution to approve an amendment
to the Note to Item 49 of Head 46 of the Estimates,
1967-68, all of which notice has just been given. I
think that copies of these Resolution are available.
The matters are all straightforward and they are not
particularly controversial,

REPLIES TO PARLIAM3NTARY
QUESTIONS LAID

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mz, Speaker, I beg to give
notice that the Oral Replies to the following Parlia-
mentary Qusstions are ready:-

The Oral Reply to parliamentary Question No. 34
asked by the hon. junior member for St. Peter,

The Oral Reply to parliamentary Question No. 54
asked by the same hon. member,

The Oral Reply to parliamentary Question No, 56
asked by the same hon. member,

The Oral Reply to parliamentary Question No, 68
asked the hon. senior member for St. James; and

The Oral Reply to parliamentary Question No, 52
asked by the hon. junior member for St. Joseph.
12,25 p.m.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I bag to give
notice of my intention to move the House into Com-

mittee of Supply to deal with the money Resolutions ‘1

of which notice was given today.
QUESTIONS

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: To enquire of the
Minister of Trade:-

1. What representation has the Minister re-
ceived from business operating in Barbados in respect

|

of the incidence of increased Package Tax Charges
on goods imported into Barbados intend=d for re-

export?

2. Will the Minister agree that there are many
items forming a part of Barbados® export trade es-
pecially to other Caribbzan Islands on which in-
creased Package Tax charges are absorbing a great
proportion of present operating margins?

3.  Is the Minister aware that unless a refund
of partorall of the new Package Tax charges is made

A

on re-exported items the export trade istheseitems

will cease altogether in:the very near future?

4, Will the Minister treat this as amatter of
the greatest possible urgency and make immediate
representations for the purpose of obtaining refunds
of Package Tax on items bona fide imported for re-
export?

Mr. CRAIG: To enquire of the appropriate M:n-
ister:- : :

1. Is Government aware that the residents
of Pile Bay District, St. Michael, suffer great in-
conveniences and hardships due to ths absence inthe
said district of proper roads, water and electricity?

2, If the answer to the above is inthe affirm-
ative, will Government take the necessary steps to
alleviate the inconveniences and hardships com-
plained of?

Mr., CRAIG: Toenquire of the appropriate Minis~
ter:-

Is Government aware thatthes residentsinthe
districts kaown as Rick Gap, St. James, are unable
to eater and/or leave their respective homes during
and immediately after a heavy rainfall, due to the
presént unsatisfactory drainage system?

2, If the answer to the above isinthe affirm-
ative, will Goverament take appropriate action to

- remedy this state of affairs?

Mr, CRAIG: Toenquire of the'appropriate Minis-
ter:-

Is Government aware of the greatinconvenience
suffered by fishermen at Pile Bay, St. James, due to
the absence of acommunal bath and latrine in the said
district. ‘ -

2. If the answer to the above isinthz affirm-
ative, will Government take th= necessary steps to
have a bath and latrine erected in the said district?

'BILL READ A FIRST TIME

On motion of Hon. C. E. TALMA, seconded by Hon.
A. Da¥, EDWARDS, the Bill to revise the Statute Law
of the Island by repealing obsolete, spent, unnecessary
or superseded enactments, was read a first time.
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Hon. N. W BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, while there
is a respite, I should like to enquire from Your Hon-
our if you enquired from the Clerk what time those

%questions by the hon. senior member for St. James
~“was handed in?

Mr. SPEAKER: All things are assumed to be
rightly done when they come before me. If the Clerks
at the Table have informed me that the questions are
ready to be asked, I have to assume that they are
ready. I have to assume that they are alright. I have
to assume that the Clerks atthe Table are not failing
in their duties and are complying with them.

As to whether there was notice of these questions
on the Notice Paper, the hon. member’s name and
questions were not on the Notice Paper, but the Clerk
informed me that the questions referred to were

. handed in two weeks ago and asked me to call the hon.

member’s name.
Mr. CRAIG: Mr, Speaker -

Mr., SPEAKER: On what has the hon. member
risen?

Mr. CRAIG: Do not anticipate me. I rise on a
point of explanation,

Mr. SPEAKER: A pointofexplanationonly arises
under Standing Oxder 26 (16):-

‘A member who has spoken to a question may
again be heard to offer explanation of some material
part of his speech which has been misunderstood; but
he shall not introduce new matter,”

MATTER OF GREAT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the
House go into Committee of Supply.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, I would
like to know if I can deal with the matter of great
public importance of which I gave your Honour notice

fcarlier today.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. and Learned Leaderof
the Opposition has submitted to me in writing, a mat-
ter for discussion under Standing Order 16(1) and (2).
12,35 p.m, :

I, as Speaker, do not refuse to allow the claim,
and therefore the matter might be given notice of in
accordance with Standing Oxrder 16.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I think that

1 have the leave nf the House to deal with this matter,

Your Honour not having disallowed it, as amatter of
‘wargent public importance.

Mr, SPEAKER: As I interpret Standing Order
16 (3), ‘‘if the Speaker is so satisfied.’” I am satis-
fied and accordingly I do not refuse to allow the claim;

but ‘‘if the Speaker is so satisfied and leave of the
House is given, or if such leave is not unanimously
given, at least nine members rise in their places to
support the request.”” If the hon. member will give
notice of the matter now, it is then a matter of leave
of the House to be given orif such leave is not unan-
imously given, at least nine hon. members must rise
in their places.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I take it that the House
will agree to this matter being dealt with, because 1
see no signs of dissent.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a pointof order. Mr.,
Speaker, how can the House agree to something when
we do not know what is going to be discussed?

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the Hon. Leader of the Op-
position give notice of the matter?

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, in this
letter which I wrote to Your Honour, I gave notice
that I intended, with Your Honour’s permission to
raise, as a matter of urgent public importance, the
question of the Governmant’s intention on the propo-
sals to send a ‘‘peace-keeping force’’ to Anguilla.
My reasons for deeming it a matter of urgency are
patent. ' deem it a matter of great importance inas-
much as the landing of such a force may provoke
violence, in addition to the other complications.

I do not think it necessary to point out to hon.
members of this Chamber that thisis a serious mat-
ter, a matter of urgent public importance, and that
the House should express its views and askthe Gov-
ernment’s intention about it. I do not want to say
anything more now, but I do appeal to hon. members
to see that this is a matter of the utmost importance,
We know what the opinion of the Government.of
Jamaica is in this matter; we do not know what the
opinion of the Government of Barbados is, and it is
for that reason that I raise ths matter,

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that this is not a
matter on which debate is permissible, The question
is now whether the leave of the House is given, and if
it is not unanimously given, at least nine members
rise in their places to support the request.

" Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, l have a perfect
right to make an early submission at this stage. I am
submitting that, asthe matteris subd judice thisis not
the proper time to deal with it,

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a matter for the consid-
eration of the House, Itis a question as to whether the
House will give leave or not to discuss the matter.
The. question is ...ees..

Mr. J. M. G. M, ADAMS: May I suggest that
Your Honour rule whether this matter is sub-judice,
because’ that would rule out any question about the
leave of the House being given. If it is sub judice, I
do not think that Your Honour can put the question.
Perhaps Your Honour will rule as to what sub judice
is. ! '
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Mr, SPEAKER: I do not have any facts. I will put
the question as to whether the leave of the House is
given, Hon. members who are in favourof leave being
given will please say ‘‘Aye’’, (MEMBERS: Aye) and
hon. members who are against that will please say
‘“No’’. (MEMBERS: No) I have heard voices oneither
side, and therefore I declare that the leave of the
House is not given. The alternative is that at least
nine hon. members rise in their places to support
the request.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: On a point of order.
Until Your Honour began to give Your ruling I was
about to call for a division,

Mr., SPEZAKER: Standing Oxrder 16 (3) (b) says
this:-

““If such leave is not unanimously given, at least
nine Members rise in their places to supportthe re-
request;’’ ‘

It is not unanimous in that there are a number of
‘‘Ayes’ aud ‘‘Noes’. I declare that the leave has not
been unanimously given. It is a question now of at
least nine hon. members rising in their placesto sup-
port the request. (Seven hon. members: rose in. their
places). 1 am instructed by the Clerk that less than
nine hon. members — thatis to say, seven hon. mem-
bers have risen in their places to support the re-
quest, Accordingly this matter lapses.

12,45 p.m.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move
that Your Honour do nowleave the Chair and the House
go into Committee of Supply, and that itbe an instruc-
tion to the House while in Comimittee of Supply to deal
with the money Resolutions of which notice has been
given earlier today.

Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS: I beg to second that.

Mr. SPEAKER: Have copies of these Resolutions
been given to hon. members?

Mr, ST. JOHN: Mr, Speaker, precisely less than
a minute ago, this Resolution was circulated. We on
this side of the House object to their doing that now.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Sir, it has become in-
creasingly difficult for us in this Honourable House.
This is not a matter that the sum must be voted im-
mediately, It seem as if we come hereto do what the
Government tells us to do.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I agree with
something which the hon.’ member has said, but it
well may be that this Resolution may be dealt with
last. They can discuss this money Resolution some
time later this evening. Some of the equipment pro-
vided for by this Resolution we need urgently, and

.some of the money is needed for back pay to local

Government employees. We need this money as early

as possible, 1 suggest we could deal with it later this
afternoon.

Mr, SPEAKER: I think the Hon. Acting Leaderof
the House may move the motionthatlleave the Chair
and the House go into Committee of Supply and leave
out the latter part of the motion until later, The
House can then go into Committee of Supply to deal @
with the Resolution on the Order Paper. The hon. )
member said that the matter which was given notice '
of earlier can be dealt with this afternoon. Let him
leave out the latter part of his motion, and then after
dealing with the Resolution on the Order Paper re-
port progress and then come back and deal with the
other Resolution later. I do not know if the Hon.
member has that in mind.

¢

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I will give the assurance
that the Resolution on the Order Paper will be dealt
with now, and then ask that the Committee report
progress and ask for leave to sit again to deal with
that other Resolution later today, possibly between
five and six o’clock.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that Ido now
leave the Chair and the House go into Committee of
Supply. That is the instant motion,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I thought that I had made
myself clear. I want the motion as I put it, to stand
with the assurance that I have given. .

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall leave the Chair for the »

House to go into Committee of Supply. There are no
instructions.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House went
tnto Committee of Supply, Mr. YEARWOOD in the Chair. *

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1967-68 No. 12

UNESTABLISHED STAFF FOR SERVICE
COMMISSIONS

Hon. C. E, TALMA: Mr. Chairman, this Resolu-

tion is for the sum of $4,414. As the Addendum sets. g |

out:-
‘‘The sum of $4,414 is required to meetthe cost g

of wages of Unestablished Staff recently approved for

the Service Commissions Department. The unestab-

lished Staff consists of one Cleaner/Maid, one Gar-

denexr, one Watchman and one Relief Watchman.’

This Resolution is necessary on account of the
re-organisation of the two Departments which we i
made provision for quite recently - the Personnel ¢
Department and the Service Commissions Depart- \
ment. In the .Order, the matter was set.out quite
clearly and it is necessary to have this additional G
staff. :

- 1 beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: I beg to second that.

U e A
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The gquestion was put and resolved in the affirma-

tive without division.
12,55 p.m.

On motion of Hon. C. E. TALMA, seconded by Hon.
A. DaC. EDWARDS, the CHAIRMAN reported progress
and asked for leave to sit again and Mr, SPEAKER re-
sumed the Chair and reporte d accordingly.

RESOLUTION TO AMEND NOTE TO CAPITAL
ESTIMATES re MEDICAL STAFF
QUARTERS

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move
that Oxrder No. 5 be taken as the next Order of the
Day. '

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: I beg to second that.

The. question was put and resolved in the affirma-
without division.

'Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands
in the name of the Hon. Minister of Health and Com-~
munity Development:- To move the passing of the
following Resolution:-

A Resolution to amend the note to Capital Esti~
mates, Head 103, Item 3 - Medical Staff Quarters - in
the Approved Estimates 1967-68.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, as the Adden-
dum to the Resolution sets out, the original note
envisaged the construction of six staff Quarters, but
it is now proposed to acquire the property known as
‘‘Lady Meade Gardens'’ comprising 182,000 square
feet of land exclusive of roads, and eleven buildings
thereon, ‘situate at Jemmott’s Lane, St. Michael, and to
use these buildings as Staff Quarters, Legislative
approval is therefore being sought to give effect to
this proposal. '

In the Development Plan 1967-68, Chapter 14,
paragraphs 2 to 8, the construction of quarters for
Medical Staff is set out, and in these paragraphs the
sum of $540,000 was inserted for the period. In this
Resolution it is proposed to acquire this property
known as ‘‘Lady Meade Gardens’’ comprising 182,000
square feet of land (exclusive of roads) and eleven
buildings. In some cases, one building can provide
three separate rooms. I think that I will give the
whole breakdown. The buildings were inspected by the
engineers and checks have beenmade. ““Myrile Villa’*
consists of three main floors and is being utilised at
present as follows:~ The bottom is a flat, the middle
has a living and dining room and the top has two bed~
rooms. Each floor space has approximately 1,300
square feet. The ground floor is of concrete and the
other floors are of timber. There is kitchen, toilet,
bath and other amenities. The roof is covered with
galvanized iron. There is a timber verandahin addi-
tion, forming the entrance to the middle floor. The
condition of the roof and timber floor is very poor,

and a great deal of reconstruction is needed. Now we

can come to ‘‘Myrtle Villa Cottage’’. The floor space
is approximately 1,052 square feet; two bedrooms with
timbexr floor; Dining room, kitchen and corridor of
concrete floor,Everite, asbestts gallery, galvanize in

the main roof. Condition of floor and roof fair., Next,
“No.1 Railway View”: Three bedrooms, masonry
walls, concrete floors. Building space approximately
1,500 square feet, new and recently reconstructed
building. “*No. 2 Railway View”: Three bedrooms,
timber floors, everite roof, floor space approximately
1,700 square feet; in fairly good condition, but main-
tenance of floors necessary. ‘‘No. 3 Railway View:
Three bedrooms, timber floor in living room. Con-
crete floor in dining room and Kitchen; floor space
approximately 1,650 square feet; general condition
fairly good. ‘‘No. 3 Lady Meade’’: Three bedrooms,
floor space 1,500 square feet; Timber floors, one
bedroom concrete floor; toilet and bath; concrete
gallery, condition seems good. No. ) “Lady Meade’.
Similar to No." 3 ‘‘Lady Meade’’; floor space approx-
imately 1,450 square feet; good condition. ‘‘No. 5
‘““Lady Meade’’;  Three bedrooms, floor space 2,000
square feet approximately, timber floors gallery in
masonry and concrete galvanize main building; fair
condition. “‘No. 2 Lady Meade’’; Two bedrooms, tim-
ber floor, main floor space, 1,140 squaxre feet; gallery
floor space, 315 square feet; main roof galvanize,
good condition, ‘‘No.1 ‘‘Lady Meade” Bayridge;

two bedrooms plus a small extra room, gallery,
everite, roof galvanize; floor space 1,100 square
feet; gallery 252 square feet, timber floors, good
condition. - ““Clyde Bank’’. A verylarge house similar
to ‘‘Myrtle Villa’’. Basement, first floor, second
floor, timber floors, fair condition. Three large
bedrooms, large living and dining rooms, galvanized
roof, floor space of each floor approximately 2,550
square. feet; fair condition and can be converted into
three flats. The timber floors need minor repairs,
Walls generally are in reasonable condition.

In two cases, two of thes= buiildings can provide
for three flats each. It is felt that the money will be
beneficially spent and a substantial saving can be
effected in that the price whichisbeing agreed to for
the purchase of ‘‘Lady Meade Gardens’' comprising
these eleven houses is $240,000, The six maisonettes

‘to be constructed would cost $194,612, 70, That sum

of money quoted is for the buildings, not the land.
““Lady Meade Gardens’’ includes a large areaof land
and all of these buildings.” As I have already said;
there are eleven houses comprising 182,000 square
feet of land. A saving can be effected and the junior
staff of the Hospital will be within walking distance
and easy reach of the Hospital, and this will accom-
modate them in many respects and in getting the work
of the Hospital done. The junior staff will be on call

and at hand.

Mr, Speaker, 1 think I have fully given the rea-
sons for amending this Note in the Capital Estimates
for 1967-68,

1.05 p.m.

Mr, Speaker, I am quite willing to answer any
further questions. I have given a broad outline on this
proposed question to provide medical staff quarters.

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. SPEAKER: May I merntion in connectionwith
this Resolution that I have given instructions to cor-
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rect the final line of this Resolution by supplying the . |

word ‘““concur’ for ‘‘Concurr’’. That word does not
have a double ‘“‘r’’ at the end.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: 1 beg to second that,

Mr. HINDS: Mr, Speaker, in this matter another
hon. member of the Other Place is dealing with a
property known as the ‘‘Eyrie’’ mentioned in this
matter. The matter we have before us is that the Gov-
ernment intends to use ‘‘Lady Meade”’ for Officers
of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. If you look at the
Addendum to the Resolution, you will see that this
property comprising of 182,000 square feet of land
is exclusive of roads. I am not one who is trained in
the law, but for such an areaofland such as this, with
eleven buildings on it and having a total area of
182,000 square feet of land, exclusive of roads, to
my mind this is something that wants anexplanation,

In any case, we would be asked at some future
date . to vote money for the completion of roads to
these buildings. Our feeling onthis side of the House,
is that in purchasing this property there are lots of
things which should be taken into consideration. As
far as we know, ‘‘Lady Meade’’ is presently tenanted.
It may be well that the Hon, Minister will tell us what
is going to be the position with these persons, some
of whom may have been living at ‘‘Lady Meade®’ for
a number of years.

The Hon. Minister has told us that the engineers
have carriedout a thorough inspection of the property.
We have great respect for the ability of the engineers;
but, Sir, we are now told that some of these buildings
in the year 1967 are still comprised of wooden floors.

We are to ask ifitisthe intention of the Govern-
ment to buy ‘‘ Lady Meade'® and then for these Offic-
ers tooccupy these buildings as they are at present or
if the Government has any plans for the demolition
of any of these buildings or if itis the case that they
are going to carry out renovations generally. Insuch
. a case, it would be agood idea, if the outer walls are
as the engineers say they are, to get rid of the wood-
en floors once and for all and do not have these Offi-
cers occupying these buildings with such floors.

I might say also that the buildings there, I feel,
were constructed many years ago and it might be a
case where the material generally used in flooring
a huilding may be even better than what you get to-
day from the lumber merchants., We notice many of
the poor people buy their lumber from lumber mer-
chants; they carry it home and lean it up against the
house and by the time they get the money to pay the
Carpenter to put it on, termites have stepped in. It
may be that at some future day termites would have
taken possession of these buildings and the Govern-
ment should have the wood replaced in these buildings
by stone and concrete.

Sir, there are some eleven houses at ‘‘Lady
Meade’. We are told in the Addendum that the ori-
ginal note ‘‘for the construction of six quarters for

Medical Staff’’, is to be replaced by the words ‘‘For
the provision of medical staff quarters’’. It would be

a good idea if the Hon. Minister would avail himself

of the opportunity to tell the House how many Officers
the six quarters for the Medical Staff would house,
and, though it has not been told us, if more officers
are to be housed than originally planned, and if that
is one of the reasons why the switch has been made to
purchase ‘‘Lady Meade’’.

We on this side of the House has got to be very
careful. A lot of people seems to be anxious that the
Government present these grandiose schemes, We
know of cases where the Government bought proper-
ties just for the sake of buying them. I should say at
this stage that it was not a case of the Government
buying property; it was more a case of people re-
lieving their friends of their property. You would
understand that hon. members who ought to know
have been explaning that Government has not yet
decided as to who they may put in these properties.
We are not against the Government purchasing ‘‘ Lady
Meade’’ especially if the price is good; butwe want to
make it abundantly clear that we do not want the pur-
chasing of properties just for the sake of people re-
lieving their friends of their properties.

1.15 p.m.

We hope that when ‘‘Lady Meade'’ is acquired,
as I have said earlier, those persons who have been
living there for a considerable number of years will
be given ample time for removal, and that the Gov-
ernment will use its good offices wherever possible
to provide suitable accommodation for the tenants
at ‘‘Lady Meade. I am not suggesting that these
tenants are entitled to any more consideration than
that to which the tenants at Cat’s Castle are entitled
but in any case, in whatever category they might find
themselves, it is just this; if the Government is ac-
quiring any property today, and people have been
housed on it, it is reasonable to suggest that in the
Government taking over the houses, some discomfort
must be occasioned to the tenants at some stage. We
would like to know that the Government is doing all that
lies in its power to see that the tenants are properly
accommodated.

Mzr., SMITH: Mr. Speaker, as to this R2solution
I only rise to make my position clear, because one
can find himself in a very difficult positionin having
to sign a cheque for property and he does not know the
property. I do not know the property. I am notin a
position to tell the Minister if, in my opinion, the
price whichis being paid for this property is too much
or too little, That is the position in which I find my-
self at this moment, I cannot say ‘‘yes’’ or ‘‘no’’ to
this Resolution because the Addendum is not clear
enough. The property is set outinthis Addendum and
the Hon. Minister has read out something; butl can-
not grasp too quickly when any one is reading any-
thing, and digest it at the same time. However, Sir,
in the Addendum to this Resolution there is not noted
the various properties, the size of the buildings and
s0 om, and if all of them are permanent structures or
wood structures. If all of that was in the Addendum,
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although not knowing these properties, my common-~

sense would lead me to value them, I am wondering ‘if
‘these buildings which are now occupied will be occu-
pied by the péople who are supposed to be living in
them as soon as the Government buys them; that is
‘to- say, I will understand that you will have to reno-
vate these buildings and so on; but'T am wondering
if any of them is to be demolished and a new house
‘built in its place. I believe that these buildings must
be very old, and as to buildings today, especially when
you have to accommodate technical staff doctors and
S0 on, you cannot expect to put-them in fowl coops.
You will have to make proper homes forthese people.
Having regard to the old-time way of building houses
and how the presernt people occupying these houses
have to live, you do not expect that a doctor or even
an orderly will go and live in these houses so long
as they are Government Properties.

-1 would like to know if these bmldmgs are sub-
ject to being cleaned-up'and people can'live in them
or if they will have to do some replacements, that is,
to take out and put in or demolish and reéplace. Even
the name is an old name and I would expect that the
buildings are also old.1hope thatthe Government will
not only be buying the gite, because some people have
to buy propexty only to get the site, and then call Mr.
Bowen to relieve them of the rubbish. I sincerely hope
that the Government will not find themselves in the
position of only buying the site, If that is so, the price
sounds alright, As I said in my opening remarks, I
cannot say if the price for this property is too much
or too little; but hearing the buildings being mentioned
and the Iand and that we are not concerned with the
yoads, I still feel that the price sounds right. It
creates a doubt in my mind, however, that there is
the possibility that we will be only giving the green
light for acquiring the site only. I hope that the Gov-
ernment will not find itself in such a position. I do not
know the condition of the buildings, but the Minister
will be able to tell me if the people whom we expect
to accupy these quarters will be able to move into
them and live happily.

1.25 p.m.

Hon, C, E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, the hon, junior
member for St. Peter scemsto be alittle confused as
to the area of the land. I thoughtl made myself per-
fectly clear. I said that the area of the land on which
these houses stand is 182,000 . squarxe . feet
exclusive of roads. It does not include roads. Thexe-
fore, we are paying for 182,000 square feet of land on
which these properties stand. The owners of the land
cannot stop any one from walking over the roads which
surround these properties. I repeat that we are just
paying for 182,000 square feet of land on which these
bu:lldings stand.

The Hon. member also asked if more people
would occupy these buildings. These buildings are to
be occupied not only by doctors but medical students.
We expect to have some medical students coming here
in large numbers all the time for training at the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital.

The hon. member also asked what would happen
t6 the present tenants of ‘' Lady Meade®’. As far as 1
know, the existing tenants have been given due notice
by the present owners of ‘‘Lady Meade’ - not by the
Government. I think they were given six month’s no-
tice, but that is not the Government's business be-
cause the Government has no tenants in ‘* Lady Meade”’
That is no business of the Government. If there were
any difficulty in finding alternative accommodation,
they would be assisted by the Housing Authority.

The hon. membexr also wanted to know something
else, but he more or less answered that question him-
self. He wanted to know why was the Government
buying' ‘‘Lady Meade’’. We are buying it for the use
of doctors especially because it is so near to where
these ‘'doctors have to work.

The hon. senior member for St. Joseph more or
less  wanted the assurance that the houses would not
be demolished if they were in fair condition. I can
give that assurance. There are one or two things
which would have to be done. I think hot water would
have to be installed in some of them to bring them up
to the standard of efficiency for the use of a doctor.
The hon. member also said that ‘‘Lady Meade’’ is an
old name, 1 agree with him, but it is a very popular
name. The hon. member also wanted to know whether
all these ‘buildings would be required for this purpose.
The Government is buying this whole site, and it
would certainly need the whole lot of buildings to pro-
vide ‘accommondation for these officers and medical
students. Not only that, ‘‘Lady Meade’’ is within
walking distance of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and
manhy of these students may not have transportation,
and- they would not have to provide transportation
from this distance.

Mzx. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of
order, In this question of 182,000 square feet of land,
I wonder if the Hon. Minister could tell us if all this
land: including the roads is for $240,000 and if the
Gove"rnment is buying the entire compound.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that is a point of
order.

Hon. C, E. TALMA: We are buying the entire
compound and all the land; but we want to bring to
the - attention of the House that the land on which the
houses stand is 182,000 square feet and the roads are
not included in that area. However, the roads and
everything would be the property of this Government,
if this-Resolition is passed.

The question that the Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Mr, SPEAKER: I should say in connection with
this Resolution, when it was proposed to be dealt with,
that, T drew the attention to the Acting Leader of the
House that in line five there appears: ‘‘Concurr’’. It
is not part of my duty to do any proof reading for the -
Government Printery, but the word should be ‘‘con-
cur®’.




DEMONETISATION (UNITED KINGDOM
COINS) BILL, 1967

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move
that Order No. 6 Standing in the name of the Hon.
Prime Minister and Minister of Finance be the

next Order of the Day,

Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS:; 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-

tre without division.

Mr, SPEAKER: This Order stands in the name
of the Hon, and Learned Prime Minister and Minister
of Finance; second reading of a Bill to provide that
United Kingdom coins shall not be legal tender as
from a day to be appointed by the Minister xesponsi-
ble for Finance.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, I am asking
for leave to take charge of this Orderin the absence
of the Hon, and Learned Prim= Minister,

There being no objection, leave was granted the

Hon. Minister.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, the Object and
Reasons of this Bill set put clearly what are the
Objects and reasons of it, Iwantto make it clear that
in 1961, Barbados agreed with the other territories
in the Eastern Caribbean participating in the agree-
ment under which the British Caribbean Currency -
Board was set up for the demonetisation of United
Kingdom coins in this area. However,for some rea-
son or other there was no proclamation in that re-
spect. In 1964, the participating Government re-
affirmed this agreement. However, up to today, no
proclamation has been made and United Kingdom
coins are still legally tendered in the Island.
1.35 p.m.

It is now necessary for Barbados, as an indepen-
dent country, to provide for demonetisation of United
Kingdom coins by legislation, and the matter is being .
considered by the Crown Law Officers. The actual
date for the demonetisation will be fixed by the Minis-
ter of Finance after consultation with the East Carib-
bean Currency Authority, The East Caribbean Cur-
rency Authority has arranged for notices to be issued
advising the public of the intention to demonetise
United Kingdom coins. This is a matter which has
been done before Barbados became an independent
territory, and having to be done by proclamation, it
is necessary to institute this change. That is all set
out in the ‘‘Objects and Reasons’’ of the Bill. I beg to
move that this Bill be now read a second time,

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: I beg to second that,

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, it is
surprising that this Measure has taken so long before
it was brought before this House. I would be glad to
know what becomes of these coins when they are
demonetised. Many years ago, certainly not within
the last ten or fifteen years when the United Kingdom
coinage was replaced in Barbados by the decimal
.coinage, it was discovered that, apparently, Barba-

dos was the greatdispository for shillings. I remem-
ber that in the time of William IV.Barbados had a
very high proportion of shillings and many of its
coins in circulation. When the United Kingdom Cur-
rency was replaced, the Bank of England sent out
here and bought from the banks of Barbados shillings
by the ton, and they were disposed of at a profit.
Apparently, a number of Barbados shillings bought
from the commercial banks here subsequently found
their way into the shops and were sold for their com~
mexcial value by collection, Ido not know if any large
number of old United Kingdom silver coins are still
found in Barbados, but I think one will only have to
go backto 1947 to find that silver coins exceeded their
face value. If they are melted down, they are worth
more than their face value. -

I hope in so far as it lies within the power of
the Government, that the Government will not allow
itself to be taken by the dispossession of silver
coins at prices which are much below market value.
I do not know if the Hen. Minister can throw any
light on the situation; I can well remember the
occasion when eleven tons of silver came from Bar~
bados to England and they got so much silver for
so little money in terms of its true value.

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time, was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division. ; '

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to move, Mr. Speaker,

that you do now leave the Chair and the House go intp
Committee on this Bill.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resovlvd in the affirm-
tive without division. . ‘

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House went
into Committee on the Bill, Mr. YEARNOOD in the Chair.

The four Clauses were called and passed.
The two Schedules were called and agreed to.

On the motion of Hon. C. E. TALMA, seconded
by Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS, the CHAIRMAN reported
the passing of the Bill in Committee.

1.45 p.m, '

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair ond reporied ac-
cordingly.

On motiohs of Hon. C. E. TALMA, seconded by
Hon. A. DqC. EDWARDS, the Bill was read a third time
and passed and the title read and agreedto. :

SUSPENSION OF SITTING
Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move

that this sitting be now suspended for one and a half
hours, Lo ’

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.
Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Standing Order 5 (3)

‘,says: At 2.00 p.m. Mr. Speaker, shall suspend the

sitting until 2.30 p.m.
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Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, the difficultyis
just this. What I think I would do at this'stage is to
move the suspension of Standing Orders.'(4 PAUSE).

Mr. Speaker, I am going to let my original mo-
tion stand,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I do not
know what the hon, member means by my original
motion,

Mr. SMITH: Mr, Speaker, I rise on a point of
order. Is the Hon. Leader of the House fnushed with
Government Businass?

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is -

Mr. SMITH: I would like to hear from the Hon.
Leader of the House if he has finished with Govern-
ment Business for the day.

Mr, SPEAKER: I am informed that the Clerk has
put the motion. I will ask him to put it audibly.

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, before you put the
question I want to be clear on this point. Would this
motion be in order if the Standing Orders say that
this House should be suspended at 2 o’clock by Your
Honour? Standing Order 5 (1) says:

“The first sitting of every session shall be on
such day and at such hour as the Governor-in Execu-
tive Comunittee shall appoint.”’

5 (2) says:

‘“‘After the first sitting, unless the House other-
wise decides, the House shall meetonevery Tuesday
at 12 o’clock noon, and unless prev1ously ad]ourned
shall meet until 9 p.m.

5 (3) says:

“At 2,00 p.m., Mr. Speaker shall suspend the
sitting until 2.30 p.m,"’

I want to know if the hon. member is in’ order
when he moved that the Sitting of this House be sus-
pended for one and a half hours.

Mr, SPEAKER: The motion, asIunderstand'it,is
that the Sitting be suspended for one and one-half
hours and Standing Orders will not have to be sus-
pended in order to move that questmn.ldo not’ rea]ly
think that the motion is out of order at this stage for
the sitting to bs suspended for a certain penod

- Mx, SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of
order. The hon. member did not give his reasons
for the suspension. He should have given us his rea-
sons. They still have Government Business on the
Orxdexr Paper.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I did say that I think we
should have a longer period for lunch, and the hon.

member asked that I give the assurance that they
return to do Private Members' Business.

Mr, SMITH: We do not want any longer pevi
for lunch. If the hon. members overonthat side w.n:
more time for lunch, say so; butdonot come in here

" and tell us that that motion was put for that purpose.

ISSpm.

We only go outside and talk aund sometimes we
talk too fast. Why do we interrupt the Government
Business to suspend the sitting?

" 'Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On 2 point of order.
1 should like to move that the question bs now put.
(MEM 3ERS: Oh, no!)

Mr. SMITH: TYe hon. member is so far out of
order ....... (ASIDES). An hon, mamber is on his feat
and speakmg to Your Honour and the Hon. Minister
gets up and says that he wants the question put? That
i§ the type of Minister whom we have to d=al with

matters, How can he control things?
[ SR

Mr, SPEAKER: That does not concera us.
‘_’f"’j‘Mr. SMITH: The hon. member must learn his
rulés ’ ' '

‘Hoh. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order.

Mr, SMITH: I am on a point of order.

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly the hon. member
has left that bzhind him for a long while. I understand
that the hon. memberwas speaking against the motion
for 1':‘he susp nsion of the sitting, and therefore the
hori! member is out of order to speak on a point of
order,

Mr, SMITH: You have already ruled on the mat-
ter: 1 am speaking on the motion for the suspension
of the s1tt1ng. ’

Mr. SPEAKER: Any hon. member is entitled to
rise on a point of order if another hon. member is
speakmg.

Hon. Al DaC EDWARDS: Mr., Speaker, I made
my motion in accordance with Standing Ordsr 22 on
page 29 of the Standmg Orders.

... At this stage, it now being 2 p.m. of the Clock,

Mr. SPEAKER: It now being 2 p.m. of the clock,
this s1tt1ng autornatlca.lly stands suspended until
2.3C p.m. of the clock.

~ This sittixi'g now stands suspended.

On resumption:
QUESTION TIME
Mr. SPEAKER: It is now Question Time. I am

advised that the Reply has been laid to Question No.
34 standing in the name of the hon. junior member for




n

St. Peter. I observe that the hon. memberis not now
in his place.

BETTER GARBAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM
FOR ST. JAMES

Mr. SPEAKER: I am further advised that the Re-
ply has been laid to Question No. 68, standing in the
name of the hon. senior member for St. James.

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, to enquire of the ap-
propriate Minister:-

Would the Minister care to explore the possibility
of instituting a better garbage disposal system for
the residents of St. James.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, the Reply to
the hon. member's question is as follows:-

‘“The possibilities of instituting a better garbage
disposal system not only for the residents of St.
James, but for the whole island are already being ex-
plored and plans to this end are being formulated.

As far as the Northern District in particular is
concerned, the Schedule of scavenging workhasbeen
re-arranged, and the provision of additional refuse
collectors is planned in order to provide for the bet-
ter service for St. James and the other parishes in
this area,

CEMENT ILLEGALLY TAKEN FROM
LODGE HILL SITE

Mr, SPEAKER: I am further advised that the
Reply to Question No. 54 standing in the name of the
hon. junior member for St. Peter, has been laid.

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, to enquire of the ap-
propriate Minister:-

1 What quantities of ‘cement, if any, have
been reported stolenorillegally taken from the Lodge
Hill site?

2. Is it a fact that a sum of $700.00 or there-
about has been the cause for some enquiry at the
Housing Authority because it was found that giving
and recording of wrong measurements of wells was
being indulged in at Thorpes, St. James?

3. Will Government institute an investigation
into the working of the Housing Authority, especially
with regard to the disposal of building materials, and
such matters as are at No. 3 above?

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, the Reply to
the hon. member’s question is as follows:-

“1. There is no record of cement stolen or
illegally taken from the Lodge Hill Site.

2, Yes, Sir.

3. No, Sir, The system used in the purchase
and control of building materials is satisfactory.

Steps have been taken to improve methods of record-
ing measurements of wells.””

DIRECTIVE TO CHIEF WORKS OFFICER
OF HOUSING AUTHORITY

Mr. SPEAKER: I am further advised that the
Reply has been laid to Question No. 56, standing in
the name of the hon. junior member for St. Peter.

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, to enquire of the ap-
propriate Minister:

1. Has a directive been sent from the Chief
Executive Officer of the Housing Authority to the
Chief Works Officer, effective 12th June, 1967, con-
cerning the entire works programme of the said
Authority?

2. Is the Minister aware that the saiddirec-
tive holds out a threat to hourly-paid workers by
stipulating they should work 44 hours per week inclu-
sive of Saturdays. failing which they run the risk of
being dismissed?

3. Is this threat atdismissal any part of Gov-
ernment’s policy indealing with hourly paid workers?

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, the Reply to

the hon. member’s question is as follows:~
“1. Yes, Sir.,

2, and 3. No, Sir. The circular in question was
a restatement of the conditions of service of the
workers, It was issued because production was seri-
ously affected by the loss of man hours which occurr-
ed when workers frequently absented themselves on
Saturday mornings. In the Public Service absence
from duty without leave may entail summary dismis-
sal.”

REFUSAL OF RESIDENT PERMIT TO
Mr. BATCHELOR

Mr. SPEAKER: I am further advised that there
has also been laid the reply to Question No. 52, stand-
ing in the name of the Hon. Leader of the Opposition,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, to enquire
of the Prime Minister:-

1. Is the Prime Minister aware of the fact
that Mr. Batchelor the W.1. representative of Rauter’s
Agency, recently refused a permit to reside in this
Island, was prevented by Immigration and Police
Officials from leaving Seawell Airport recently?

2. Is it a fact thé_t Mr. Batchelor made it
clear to these Officials that he was merelyon a visit
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to Barbados in the course of his business activities? - f,ﬁ

3. Is Mr. Batchelor a prohibited immigrant?

4. Was the Prime Minister informed of the
arrival at Seawell Airport of Mr. Batchelor before
he was prevented from leaving the Airport?
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S. Is the Prime Minister aware of the’ fact

that Mr. Batchelor was in effect inthe custody of the’

police until be could obtain a plane flight back to
Trinidad from where he had come?

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the repIy to
the hon. member’s question is as follows:- -

“1. No, Sir.
2, No, Sir.
3. No, Sir.
4, No, Sir.

3. No, Sir.”’

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Will the Hon. Prime
Minister explain rather ‘than just say ‘‘No, Sir'’ as
regard question 4 and 57

Hon, E, W. BARROW: Mr. Spea.ker, the answerlsi

““No, Sir’’.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I-am utterly and com=
pletely dissatisfied with these answers.

Hon, E. W. BARROW: The hon. member asked
certain specific questions and I said that the answer
is ‘'No’’, Should I say ‘‘Yes’’ when the answar is
“No”'? I suggest that the hon. member should move
the passing of a Resolution for a vote of censure for
being told the truth,

Mr, SPEAKER: May I suggest to the Hon. Prims
Minister that h2 may not suggest but merely reply?
2.40 p.m,

EMPLOYEES OF NORTHERN DISTRICT COUNCIL
- HOLDING ACTING POSTS

Mr, SPEAKER: Question No. 34 standing in the
name of the hon. junior member for St. Peter.

Mr. HINDS: To enquire of the appropriate Mtn-
ister:-

‘Is Government aware that a number of employ+
ees in the service of the Northern District Council
have held acting posts for many years, rendered satis-
factory service during such periods but have not been
confirmed in the said posts, nor have they been paid
wages or salanes commensurate with the serv1ces
théy render?

Hon. C. E. TALMA: The answer is as follows:-
There are a number of employees, mainly on the

staff of the Infirmaries, who hold acting appointments
in the Northern District. This situation arose from

the deciston of the former Northern District Council

to suspend the making of permanent appointments to
the staffs of the Institutions until the completion of
the re-organisation of the services arising from the

amalgamation of Infirmaries and the establishment of
Children’s Homes. The re-organisation is expected
to be completed in the current financial year.

Mr, SPEAKER: The next is question No. 55
which was not completed at the last meeting. Sup-
plémentary Questions were being asked before the
expiration of Question Time at 3.15 o’clock p.m.

(No: further supplementary questions were asked)

There are n6 more supplementary questions and
accordingly, this brings to an end Questions and the
Replies thereto.

The House resorts to Private Member’s Business.

The first Order under Private Member's Busi-
ness stands in the name of the hon. senior member
for the City of Bridgetown whom I observe is not in
his place.

REPLY TO FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND
' BUDGETARY PROPOSALS

The next Order of the Day stands inthe name of
the hon. and Learned Leader of the Opposition: To
résume debate on the passing of the following Resolu-
tion:~

“BE IT RESOLVED that this House note the
Financial Statement and Budgetary Proposals for the
fiscal Year 1967-68 containedin a Statement made in
this Honourable House on 30th June, 1967, by the
Minister of Finance."”

When the motion was debated on the last occa-
sion, the Hon. and Learned Leader of the Opposition
moved the passing of the Resolution which was se-
conded by the hon. and learned senior member for
St. Thomas.

"Mr. SMITH: It was said, Mr. Speaker, that this
Budget is a free one - free fromeverything. But be-
fore going further, I have noticed that the speaker,
for the purpose of broadcasting the speeches of mem-
bers, is not in here and Iwould like to know the rea-
son for remaving it before the speeches end. The
Hon. Prime Minister had the opportunity of using it
and the hon.” senior member for St. Thomas, and I
do not see the reason why the senior member for St.
Joseph should bé deprived of using it also.

Now, Sir, when it comes to the Budget Speech or
Budgetary Proposals, even the dead that are in the
graveyards look forward to listening to it, and how
nice wolild it be for every living human being in this
country to sit down and listen to it. But instead of
that, the people of this country are deprived of this
privilege.

I do not think, Sir, that we should tolerate this
one-sided operation and action. It is not fairthat the
Government of the majority can do whatsoever they
think fit and deprive the people of the country of what-
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ever they think fit. This is done with the people’s
money. .

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker, I rise on a
point of order. The Hon. Leader of the House is not
in his place; 1 am sure it was agreed by this House to
broadcast one speech from each side of the House and
the hon. member should be so aware, Therefore, there
was no deprivation to anyone., We were the first to
have introduced broadcasts of what took place inthis
Chamber. At no time have we ever tried to censor
the amount of time spent broadcisting thatis supplied
to the Legislature. Therefore,let us not hearthe hon.
member further on that point,

2.50 p.m.

My, SPEAKER: The hon., member has made his
point,

Mzr. SMITH: Mr, Speaker, if the Hon. Prime
Minister says that it has been agreed withthe Leader
of the House, it has not been agreed upon with me,
and I am speaking. I will not forget last year when the
Leader of the Opposition was allowed to speak over
the broadcasting system and I was told that I would
be allowed to spsak as well on behalf of my Party
because the Leader of the Opposition last year was
the leader of another Party, and I was told that I
would be allowed or in other words my speech would
have been broadcast.

Hon. E. W, BARROW: On a point of explanation,
if the hon. member would give way, this situation
prior to November 1966 was not the same as the
situation here today. At that time there were four
members of each of the Opposition Parties and the
Hon. Leader of the House thought fit that with the
numerical strength being the same the hon. member
would be given an opportunity. The hon. senior mem-
ber for the City had made representations to the
Leader of the House, and I am sure that the same
propoxtion of time for broadcast would have bzen
accorded to the Opposition now as itwas accorded to
the Opposition last year.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: On a point of order, Sir,
I was thinking that the hon., senior member for St.
Joseph would have contradicted the statements made
by the Prime Minister that there was an agreement as
regards time, So I did not thenrise; but I rise to say
most emphatically that there has never been any
agreement and furthermore, when another point was
raised by the Hon. Prime Minister on his point of
order, that a suggestion was made by the Opposition
that the broadcasting should be of all the speech. At
least they should all be recorded, I wishto emphasise
that even now in view of the fact:hat the undertalu.ng
made by the Leader of the House was specifically
disregarded, and the speech of the Prime Minister
was not only broadcast live but re-~broadcast while
the speech of the hon, senior memberfor St. Thomas
was only recorded and broadcast and cut off because
of the time, itisnot rightto suggest that this Opposi-
tion has ever had any fair deal from the Government
on the question of broadcast. ‘

e

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker,l1do not ‘want
to prolong this debate (A VOICE Is he on a point of
order?)

I am on a point of order, and when it comes to
parliamentary procedure or good manners, there is
no one on that side of the House qualified to speak.
The position of a Minister of Finance, whether a
speech is brnadcast live or whether it is recorded
or then broadcast obviously the whole country hasto
know immediately about the imposition of new taxa=~
tion at the time it is imposed, because the law which
this House unanimously passed said that these matters
take place as from the time that the Statement is made
in the House. Whether the speech was re~broadcastl
really do not know, and it is a matter for the radio
stations. If the hon. Leader of the Opposition would
like the radio stations to rebroadcast the speech
which the person replying to the Budget Speech made,
I am sure they will accommodate him, and this Gov~-
ernment would have no objection; but this distinction
between broadcasting a recorded version - I do not
know that it came out any different in the long run;
there is a reason, since they waited about five to six
weeks to make a reply at all, I do not think that the
question of broadcasting is so _significant, but it must
be impressed that the speech by the Minister of
Finance has got to be known and broadcast far and
wide at the time when it is rhade.

Mz, SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I am not tryingto tell
you what to do in your capacity as Speaker, but, Sir,
I am speaking on the floor of this House, and if an hon.
member gets up to a point of order, he must not make
a speech, Should it happen again whilst I am on my
feet, now Sir, look out; the sport will start,

Now, Sir, as I was speaking, Sir,Iam nothing to
do with any agreement made; I did not make any
agreement, I am a representative of the people and
have been sent here to represent them on the floor
of this House regardless of how any other person may
think, and the people of this country are looking for-
ward, after they have heard the hon, Prime Minister’s
speech - and I may add abuse too - they expect to
hear other speakers, whether it may be abusive or
otherwise. Now, Sir, it looks to me that that is the
speaker they are broadcasting, and I feel like going
around there and throwing it through the window. No
one can ask me anytﬁing; this is the House of Assem-
I will leave here now and go and throw it through the
window, ‘

Now, Sir, here it is. I am speaking in the intex-
est of the people of Barbados and I am speaking
through an ordinary microphone and they have one
down there infront of Ministers who are not speaking.
Now, Sir, we are doing the people’s business. I have
already said on the floor of this House that when we
are out ca.mpalgmng ‘when elecuons are on, we w111
go throat to throat, w1th hands, knives, hatchet or
anything else, even guns; but if the people elect us
in here we should come toget:her as one and do the
people’s business. That is what I am saying. After
we find outselvgs in here elected by the. pqople, we,
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should come together as one and let us do the people’s
business., The Prime Minister can only do the peo-
ple’s business; he may try to do his own in a differ-
ent way, but inside here he can only do the people’s
business; I can only do the people’s business., Prime
Minister is only a word, and it candrop off as quick-
ly as it can go on; it can be licked off as quickly -
even before you call it; so there is nothing to hold

on upon, and it is going to get licked off, must be

licked off; so long as it is put on, it will be taken
off. Anything that is put on can be taken off. I'cannot
say that I am pleased; I am not pleased to see that
the apparatus is inside here and yonder in front of
a Prime Minister for him only to look through it
with dark glasses, and I am sp=zaking here on an
ordinary microphone. I am saying that it is uot fair,
and the person operating it should have asked me.
This is the people’s business; this is a reply to the
Budget Speech; this is some important matter, and

only one man can get up and say 12 cents more on -

gasolene, $100 more on milk, $10.00 more on what~

ever he cares to put it and itis law. One man can do

it, and then he is afraid to let people know how w=

feel about it. It is not fair.Iam not saying that I feel :

happy absut it, Here it is: the apparatus is in this
room, and I as a representative of the people am
deprived of my rights and privileges. The people in
this country are deprived of their democratic rights.
3.00 p.m,

We were told by the Government that we would
have broadcasting of speeches, and now what have
they done? They have not broadcast any; they are
allowing only two speeches to be broadcast and they
are those of two member, that is, the Prime Minis-
ter and the Leader of the Opposition; they are the
representatives of the island the other twenty two
members are what? They are some of the twenty-
four, but not all of the twenty-four. How could the
people feel that only two psople are representing
them? The remarks of the Prime Minister are telling
the pezople that only two people are representing them
because he is only allowing two members to repre~
sent them. I do not say that they intended to do it, but
it is a serious thing; it is a breach of the privilege
of this House. This same broadcasting matter is
~# going to bring down this Government. It is not fair.
T It is only because the people are keen on hearing a
particular member and they are not too keen on
hearing another member; but thatis their democratic
right, Who is responsible for my speech notgoing on
the air? What am I in here? A ten-cent boy? Am 1
representing monkeys? I am entitled to my right and
privilege. The Prime Minister represents St. John
and the senior member for St. Thomas represents
St, Thomas, and whom am I representing? I did not
come in here by any stretcher; the people sent me in
here. I-have so much privilege in here that the Gov-
ernor-General cannot come in here and sit down in
this seat. You must be elected by the people and for
g‘the' people; and here it is that someone is responsi-
ble for depriving of their right, these poor people who

are out in the field working so hard. Those who have -

to fork out money by way of taxation to contribute
to this same system are being deprived of sitting
. down at their radios and listening to how the mem-

bers of the Opposition feel about this taxation being
levied upon them. The people have heard some re-
marks from the Prime Minister relative to this Bud-

-get ‘and it was lambasting some people. 1 could not

say that it was abusive, but it should net have come
from a Prime Minister who is delivering a Budget
Speech. The Prime Minister must be modest; hs
must be calm and tender and put over his speech in
such a way that the people would noteven know that it
has gone over, However, the Prime Minister put
over his Budget Speech in the way he= did, That sort
of speech should be left to somebody else, but it is
not for the Prim= Minister to stari off a Budget
Speech 'in the ‘way in which he started it off. I feel
that the people should have the opportunity and pri-
vilege of listening to hear how we are replying to it,
but instead'of that, we have ‘‘No can do.”’

Mr., Speaker, too much power corrupss. Even
here this morning that has happened if youhave a big
stick and you continue to use it whenever you feel
like using it, som= day that same stick will be used
itpon you too. It is a disgrace; it is appalling and
heart-breaking to see how I have been treated, and
the members of the Opposition on this side of the
Table have been treated, as if we are wild boys. We
have been treated as if we are boys who are accus-
tomed to gambling under the tree. We have been
treated as if we are thieves and robbers.

3.10 p.m.

We demand the same respect the people gave to
us, and we should share init. But, no we are deprived
of the speaker. I am sure that their money would
have to pay for it in some form or the other. Whom
would that money be coming from: the taxpayers; the
same people who are deprived. The Good Book says
that you should not muzzle the ox.

I am saying that it is notfairto us at all. Where
is the broadcast system that was used by the Prime
Minister? Where is it? [ know that there are some
people who when they are telling you anything of milk,
you can expect it to bs tar, andwhen they are telling
you it is tar, you can expect it to bz milk,

The agreemant with respect to the use of the
broadcasting equipment was that it was to be used
for only two speeches - the Govermment and the
Opposition. What is it over on that side for? Why
bring it back inside here? The Prime Minister said
that the agrezsmsnt was for two, but only two speeches
would be relayed. Well, than, what is it in hare for
now? The Prime Minister and the senior member for
St, Thomas made their speeches over it already. If
there is any reply to be made, it should be made in
the same way as how I am making my speech,

Sir, must I take it on my shoulders and go and
tell the people? Must 1 tell them that it is unfair
to only let the people hear one side of the question?
We are representative, just as they are the repre-
sentatives of the Government. It was said some time
ago that only one Partywould be considered. Anyhow,
the other that was thrust aside is yet represented in
here. We are thrust aside, but we are demanding our
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democratic rights. Sir, how can hon, members feel
good. This is something which makes one resort to
something wrong. Show me in your cheque book where
you bought your seat inthis House of Assembly. Show
me the receipt with which you bought it and the price
which you paid for it, Youonly came in here by a vote
of the people. All of us came in here by a vote. Are
you going to make the woxrst out of a good market?

Sir, it is not unity. Can you call this unity? We
are all representatives. We would talk and we would
laugh, but when we come together in here, let us be
one; let us work together as one. I do not have any
bad feelings for anyone and no onec should have any
bad feelings for me. The same way that you would
like to be atopnotch, Iwouldlike to be a top-notch the
same way. I would not prevent you from being & top-
notch. As a matter of fact, you arc one already. I
would be silly to think thatIcando the Prime Minis-
ter any political harm, I would be foolish to think
that I can do any of the Ministers any political harm,
because they are Ministers already. I would be fool-
ish to do that because 1 may want to be a Prime
Minister; so let us work together for the good of the
people. I think that at any time any one of us gets
up in here and talks, we are talking for the people;
therefore, why should we try to cut each other's
throat?

I still maintain that it is not fair to us that our
speeches would not be broadcast to the people and I
am going to say here and now that this is the second
year, the second time that it has happened and I am
going to appeal to the Speaker not to allow any more
broadcasting equipment inside here. If it is to come
in here, before you bring itin, youmust put the mat-
ter before the House: but do not expect it any more.

I can remember the first time that they brought
it in here, your humble servant was on the floor and
the people commended me on the speechwhichl made
on that occasion. From that Tuesday on, they said
‘‘No, no; we hadtoo muchof.Lloyd Smith.”” I am glad
to say that I was commended for the speech even up
to today., I was commended for the way I put it over
to the people. If I had made a fool of myself on that
occasion, they would have wanted to put it before me
now; but because of the way I was representing my-
self before the speaker on that occasion, Iwasde-
barred. I think on that occasion that I acquitted my-
self as a representative of the people, andl am pay-
~ ing for it today. The people know it and they know
the reasons., They have the matter to decide.
3.20 p.m,

Yes, I was referring just now to the fact that if
the Government or whoever is responsible for it did
not have something to hide from the people, they
would allow us to broadcast too; but they have some=
thing to hide. I am saying that they have something
to hide; they do not want the people to know; it is
something that they feel to themselves that may be
exposed, and ratherthantake it on a platform it would
be more effective from the floor of this House through
microphone. I will have to say, and Iwill continue to
say, that an honest servant has no need to be afraid

e —

of his master; so long as the servant is honest, the

master could call his pamsz: hard or he could call,

it soft, whenever he calls it he can answer and face
him. You know why? Because he is honest. But if he
is a dishonest servant, the master may not know that
he was acting in any way dishonestly; but when the
master calls his name, he feels that the master knows:
and rather than going to the master, he may run from
him. That is the mzaning to anhonest and a dishonest
servant, An honest servant can go to the master; a
dishonest one runs from the master,

If you have nothing to hide, come outin the open
and allow us to tellitalloverthe country; but he told
his over the mountains and does not want me even to
tell mine down in Frizers River, and yet I am a re-
presentative of the people. I have the same qualifica-
tions as the Hon. Prime Minister, and yet I do not
have the same authority inhere.Ionlywant it in here;
I do not want it in the Government Offices; in here
1 should have the same privilege; I should be speaking
from the microphone; my people should be hearing -
whether it be good or bad - my people should be hear-
ing me telling it over the microphone; but I am de-
barred. I will have to walk up on Chalky Mount Hill
if I want it to be told over the mountain, I am saying
it is not fair.

Now, Sir, the Prime Minister in his speech -
and I expected that he would have mentioned some-
thing about Local Government - I thought he would
have told us by now that he has his Boards and every-
thing set up and ready to work. Now, Sir, the people
are paying the taxes; but up to now, as far as Local
Government is concerned, they do not know what is

happening.

You may be surprised to hear that daily people
come to me asking me certain things relativeto Lo~
cal Government, but 1 cannot tell them anything. All
I can say is that I am being left out; I am being
dropped like a hot brick; I know nothing about it; I
cannot tell them anything; I cannot tell them who to
go to; I do not know who is operating it; I only know of

an Interim Commissioner, and by now something |

should be done. It is overdue.

Nothing about this was mentioned in the Budget

Speech., Whenever you want money to spend for the
Government and for the country you must tax for it;
but you must tell the people what you are going to do.
Right now you have people knocking about the country,
and it is not fair to make any Civil Servant a Quarter
Master General over the taxpayers. I do not have
anything against the Civil Servants; some of them are
very nice, and some are to the opposite; but they must
come down to poor, ugly people; poor, hungry, bare~
footed people and listen to their needs and try to re-
lieve them. Even if they are sympathetic, they are
governed by rules and regulations; they cannot go

outside their boundaries to do anything; the Civil

Servant can be sacked if he goes outside his bounda~-
ries; he can only do what he is being told to do. The
representative of the people, the representative of
Local Government does not have to look up in any-
body’s face to see when they are vexed or pleased; but
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the Civil Servant will have to please his boss, who-
ever his boss may be,

What is happening now isthatam called upon to
pay taxes; I have to pay my taxes as a taxpayer for
Local Government; but I have to go and talk to who~
ever is the boss of the country, A civil Servant now
is the boss of the country, the boss of the taxpayers
as far as Local Government is concerned. Ithink the
Councils were abolished since January or February,
and this is August. Budget comes along; taxes are in-
creased; we are paying the taxes and still do not know
what is happening. I can only think; andI know if and
when these Boards or the members of these Boards
are appointed, I know who they will be; I know only
too well; and if Iwant one I will have to be a supporter
of the Government, and if I just switch my tail I will
be a top notch in there. One or two people never have
to switch so as to be Quarter Master Generals in these
armies that are about the place, and the people liable
to suffer are old people. Those are the ones I am
talking about, and nothing has been said by the Prime
Minister about Local Government inthese Budgetary
proposals, in this speech of his, and the people are
looking and waiting, aud it is not fair.

3.30 p.m,

I can understand the ones who are penniless who
may have towait their chance because they are penni-
less, but we who have to pay taxes have to put our
hands deep down in our pockets. Must we wait on the
Government too? Must we be grinning and bearing it?
I hope that the taxpayers of this country will open
their eyes. We are paying the piper and we cannot
call the tune. Well, Sir, thisis goingtoo far because,
from the time when I was a boy, 1 always heard my
old people and other old people say that we who pay
the piper must call the tune. Are we turning that
around? Must we nurse our fingers and wait on one
and only one person? That is too much, The Prime
Minister has a big job; I wonder if he knows that he
is responsible for a country. I wondex if he is think-
ing seriously of the fact that he is responsible for
lives, I wonder if he is thinking of those persons in
the country who have to work hard and are bending
down and cannot find anywhere to live.Iwonder if he
knows that? There are some of these pensioners who
do not have any means of repairing the homes in
which they live, and they are not qualified to get any
loans from the Housing Authority. The Housing Au-
thority cannot lend them any money because they are
not working; they cannot measure up to the qualifica-
tions necessary and I am wondering if the Prime
Minister knows that these things are existing in the
country,

Mrx, Speaker, it is of no use telling these people
that they must go into an Institution because they are
not going. Forasmuch as they are poor, they still
respect themselves, They feel that they will be doing
the worst thing to themselves to go into an Institution,
and so they suffer. The homes in whichthey are liv-
ing, they were living in them for the last 60 or 70
years. I hope the Prime Ministerwill take particular
note of this part of my speech, and go into the ques-

tion and see how many of these people are suffering’
in the countrydistricts and, in fact, all around - those
who cannot qualify for loans - and try and find decent
places somewhere for them to live in, I do not know
if the Prime Minister is sleeping, butlcan only sound
a note of warning. This note can be responsible for
the breakdown of any Government, I sincerely hope
that the Prime Minister will take a note of this and
see to it that these poor, old people who cannot and
who will not be able to qualify for loans are able to
help themselves. These people are responsible for
the wealth of this country; these people have worked,
they have been living off nothing and now they should
be looked after.

Do not tell me anything about National Insurance.
The only persons who can be of any use to the people
whom 1 am taling about is the Central Government,
and after the Central Government, then the Local
Governmeant. If we, as a body of people, are claiming
to represent our people, then we must keepour ears
to the ground and we must listen. The Prime Minis-
ter has not told us anything about this; since the
month of November when we had those heavy rains,
the roads in the country slipped away and they are
out of repair. We find that roads and bridges are im-
passable, and are you telling me that since Novem-
ber last year,. and now this is the month of August,
nothing has been done to these roads and bridges?
What are we paying taxes for? We have a bridge
called Coggins Bridge, and it was out of order since
November, and the poor people from Chalky Mount
have to go all around and go down through Braggs
Hill, and St. Sylvan’s Village so as to get to St.
Andrew’s Church. If they do not use Bruce Vale
Road they will have to use the East Coast Road, and
it is only a question of setting up a bridge., Only a
few days ago I metamotor carfrom Sugar Hill going
to Chalky Mount to take some folks to St. Andrew’s
Church. All of these things are taking place and we
have to pay taxes! I am wondering ifthe Prime Min-
ister knows that this bridge is out of order.

Hon., E. W, BARROW: Mr. Speaker, on a point
of order., The hon. member should know better.1 was
in his district three evenings ago. If we want to put
up the: kind of bridge which the last Governmeant put
up, they would be washed away altogether. I have
travelled through the Spa and Melvins Hill within the
last 72 hours; these roads have been completed, and
all that needsto be done is to surface them. The bridge
has beenwashed away because it was done n=gligently,
but we want to put down a proper bridge. We are
waiting to get girders.

3.40 p.m.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: On a point of order.
Would Your Honour rule in what respect was the
senior member for St. Joseph out of order?

.‘Hon, E. W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker, on a point
of explanation. The hon. person who was speaking
asked the question: would the Prime Minister say
so-and-so0?‘‘ Well the junior member for St. Joseph
found the facts not to his expectations.
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Mr, SPEAKER: That is not a point of order,

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, Iwould be glad if when
1 ask the Prims Minister a question, I would get an
answer. In this particular casel said thatl wondered.

Now, Sir, the Prime Minister said that he tra-
versed these roads within the last 72 hours, He called
the Spa, and he mentioned Coggins Bridge. He said
that Coggins Bridge wasdone. Thisis what lam going
to tell the Prime Minister, and I know that he does
not know it. Coggins Bridge was built, according to
the old lady, firstclassly. It stood up inany weather,
It stood up in the 1939 rains and that was a rain-
storm that moved good things. Nothing happened *o
Coggins Bridge on that occasion,

What has happened? It was nzglected, They al-
lowad the river running underneath to rub out the
foundations. There was no one to inspect repair and
rebuttress the foundation of it. I can tell the Prime
Minister that I think . Bruce Vale Bridge b was
rubbed ~ut in that way. The Prime Minister was re-
sponsible for it.,

Hon., E, W. BARROW: I would tell the hon. mem-
ber that if it were they, they would be no rubbing
out and rubbing in, because it would not have had any
foundation like that,

Mr, SMITH: That is what the Prime Minister
knows of bridges in St. Andrew. He may be there if
I were talking of a law book; but I am talking of St.
Andrew where you get rain that would rub out any-
thing. Are you going to tell me that any inspector
anywhere at all can come here and go down St. Andrew
and say that he is going to prevent the river from
rubbing out the foundation? These Government Minis-
ters listen too much to experts. No expert could tell
me anything about down there; I would be able to
tell him if he asks, the bridge that would not rub out
the river,

(A VOICE: You are contradicting yourself.)

Mr. SMITH: Is it your duty to look over it and,
if you like, appoint a Bridge Inspector, Iwill bet you
that if you go and look at it now, you will see that the
foundations are rubbed out,

Hon. E. W, BARROW: Mr. Speaker, [ am not like
the hon. member, I am just expressing myself, I
doubt that you can tell what would happen at any time
in the world. What I was trying to explain was that
putting columns in it, sticking upin the middle, would
not be the right thing. I was trying to help.

Mr. SMITH: Yes, Sir, you are going to put ex-
panding girders up there. If you do that, you have to
look for support from one way or the other. It is go-
ing to expand somewhere or the other. I do not know
if the Prime Minister is going to work miracles
and support the bridge from the sky. Ifyou do that, I
am going to join the D.L.P,

This is St. Andrew that we are talking about. Af-
ter a heavy rain down there the earth sinks. Do you
know that there was a place in Boscobzlle that onz
morning the people saw the mill and during the day
they never saw the mill? If a whole mill and a whole
plantation went under the earth, are you goingto tell
me that you are going to put something up there to
keep up the bridge forever? That cannot happen. You
have to put those girders downthere where the water
will not get a chance to get at them.

Anyhow, Sir, you mentioned the Spa and Coggins
Hill. You did not mention Fruitful Hill, Parks, or
Vaughan's Land.

3.50 p.m.

People are suffering, cannot get out, and the
Government has money. I believe so, The sun is
shining, we cannot get rain to grow the canes; now
is the time to do the work., Now is the hour, Mr.
Burnham says now is the hour, and I am saying now
is the hour for erecting these roads and bridges.
Now is the hour for coming together, and he is right.
and 1 am saying now is the hour for erecting those
bridges at this time. If you never finish the Victoria
Bridge, will you never do any more roadworks? You
are awaiting girders. Why would you not repair the
Vaughan’s Land Road and Fruitful Hill and Parks?
Why would you not do that? Iwill sit down and let you
answsar me.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member merely sits
down like that without any other member rising on a
point of interruption, the hon, member would be deem~
ed to have concluded his speech. If the hon. member
gives way when he sees another mambex about to rise
on a point of interruption, I may concede that he may
rise again.

Mr, SMITH: 1 am not sitting down now because I
may lose my rights.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorrylwas misunderstood.
I said that if the hon. member sat, unless an hon.
member rose on a point of interruption, then and only
would the hon. member lose his rightto speak again.

Hon. E.W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I am on a
point of explanation. First, Iwould like to know exact-
ly what the hon. member is referring to. I did not
attempt when I was speaking before to give him a list
of all the roads in St. Andrew thatI have been through
at his invitation, but Vaughan’s Road forks at a cer-
tain point. Which one of the two roads now is Vaughan'’s
Road? My recollection about Parks Road is that some
work has started on Parks Road and as 1said -1
do not know, but it appears to me that some gobion
work will have to bedone on Parks Road. There is
no road in St. Andrew which was damaged by flood -~
I want to make this clear. The hon. Minister of Com-
munications is not hexe, but I am almost certain that
there is no road on which some kind of work has not
been started. As to completion, that depends on the
single road-paving machine, There is one atSeawell
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and one at Hastings; when all the necessary gabion
work is completed it will be surfaced; but because
the road is not surfaced, I respectfully submit to
the hon. member, it does not mean that the road
works have not started on that road. I passed through
Vaughan’s Road up to Sunday last; I do not know to
which of the two roads the hon. memberis referring,
because the top road is alright and I did not pass
through the bottom road.

Mr. SPEAKER: May I just observe here that the
hon. senior member for St. Joseph has cextainly ap-
peared to me to be going beyond and outside of noting
the Financial Statement. Another pointimpressed me
is that he was noting, as he might regard, not the
errors but the omissions when he refers to various
places in St. Joseph which, he complains, lack bridges
and all kinds of things., The hon. and learned Prime
Minister, on points of interruption to which the hon.
senior member gave way, has been explaining about
these bridges and roads; but because the atmosphere
has so far, and I hope will continue, to be reasonably
pleasant, I have allowed both hon. members to more
or less attempt to satisfy each other about these
alleged omissions in the Budget. But as the hon.
senior member for St. Joseph gave way each time
the hon. senior member for St. John gave his explana-
tion ofelucidationon his point of omission, let the
hon. senior member for St. Joseph continue to note
the Financial Statement and Budgetary Proposals.
‘“To note ..ev0.”’

Mz, SMITH: Mr. Speaker, you will also note that
just now when I refused to sit down you told me to
sit and let the hon. Prime Minister get up. You did
that, Sir. I refused and 1 askedif! could sit down and
you said yes, and now you are telling me that I am
departing from the subject. Well, it is somz depart-
ure, but it is not I who am departing.

Mr, SPEAKER: I regret the misunderstanding. I
told the hon. member for St. Joseph that he had
stated that he would sit down and wait and see if the
hon. and learned Primz Minister made any comment.
1 advised the hon. senior member for St. Joseph not
to sit down unless an hon. member rose on a point
of interruption, because if he sat down without such
a rising, he would have been deemed to have con-
cluded his speech. And then when the hon. and learned
member for St. John rose and said ‘‘On a point of
elucidation, would the hon, member give way”’, I said
that the hon. member might sit down, because he could
afterwards resume his speech. I am sorry about the
misunderstanding.

Mzr. SMITH: Sir, the hon. Prime Minister has
replied and said about certain roads. Well, I do not
know anything about Fruitful Hill, but I am going to
say here and now, Sir, regardless of what may hap-
pen, these are Budgetary Proposals; these are asking
us - in fact asked us already; everything has gone
through. Anyhow, we are to give the green light on
spending money and taxing people; and anything per-
taining to taxation I cantalkonitthis Budget because
we are being taxed.

Well, Sir, I am right,and I maintain my right. I
can nzver depart from these Budgetary proposals
this afternoon; it is too wide and broad. This is the
lifeline of the people. You cannot pin me down to this
this afternoon; I am not going to sit here and allow
anything to slip through. The sound on the micro-
phone is too deep and too broad; this is too deep and
too broad this afternoon. I am talking abouttaxation.
The hon., Prime Minister increased the highway taxes
and I am trying to get the Prime Minister to under-
stand that if he gets the taxes hz should do the roads.

If I were a Minister, I would not sit here and say
nothing about these roads, because the Prime Minis-
ter is liable to forget. It is true that I am a mock
Minister of Cominunications; but if I were the real
one, do you think that I would sit back in a swivel
chair to a desk and see that August, September, Oc-
tober coming and no roads and bridges have beendone?
4.00 p.m,

I know that the months of November and Decem-
ber is not the time for building roads because you
will have heavy rains around those months; but in
April down to the monthof June is the time for build~
ing roads. I do notexpect the Prim= Minister to know
that; he will drive across the roads, and when his
expart tells him anything, he will believe him. I know
that during this year money lapsed, money which
should have been spent on tenantry roads and the
reply given to me here was that after the rains came
in they could not work on the roads, Nothing has
been done yet and they will startto repair these roads
when the rain comes. I want to helpthe Government;
1 want them to do something for the people. If I did
not want to be honest, I would not have said a word;
but I want the Government to do something for the
people, and these roads are very essential. I do not
know if the Prime Minister knows the roads that I
am talking about, When it comes to spending money,
the Prime Minister must not bring down this Budget
speech uvevenees (ASIDES)

Mr. Speaker, I like to be heard whenl am speak-
ing, and there is a standing Order ofthis House which
says that any member who contravenes it should be
punished,

As I was saying, Sir, when it comesto this time,
this is our tim= for explaining things to the Govern-
ment. We do not get any other time to do this; when
we ask a question, it will be answered in another
hundred years. If a Resolution is put on the Order
Paper, it remains there until itis struckoff, but this
cannot be struck off, This is in my hands now and I
will have to work now, otherwise I will not be of any
use to my people. Someday the Prime Minister will
answer my question, and I hope he will pay me this
compliment. I want to know if he knows that the peo-
ple at Mellowes and Parks live onthe brink of a hill,
and they will tumble down the gully if we were to
have a heavy rainfall. I hope he will reply to me when
the time comes, He makes me to believe that he is
doing his job in driving around. I see that he likes
the parish of St. Joseph and I am wondering if he
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would come atme. However, Ithinkthat he is too late
in visiting St. Joseph. (ASIDES) Mr. Speaker, will
you speak to the hon. junior member for St. Thomas
and let him know he is interrupting me?

Mr, SPEAKER: At the moment I will leave the
Chair for two minutes, but it will not be any recess.
\(AFTER A PAUSE)

. ‘l.
Mr. SPEAKER resumedethe Charr,

Mr, SMITH: Mr. Speaker, when I was making my
remarks just now, I had got to the very sore spot
which everybody knows is the resiting of these poor
people in the parish of St. Joseph away from the
disastrous circumstances in which they are living
down there,

4,10 p.m,

Now, Sir, I would be glad, and I was listening to
hear when the Hon. Prime Minister will say that his
Government would soon be buying some land to re-
site those people down there. A lot of people just
stand by to make fund and joke atothers, We are not
making any fun or joke. This is something which this
Government should not be doing, This Government
is penalising these people down there., These people
are living with their hearts in their hands and going
to sleep saying their prayers because itis more than
possible for them to wake up in the morning and
find that their houses have tumbled down the hill,
There are Ministers and other people who are all for
themselves and they have little or no sympathy for
others. However, someone is responsible for the
holding up of this thing. I make bold to say that the
majority of the Ministers are that way, However,
something should be done for these pzople and
should have been done for them already, but up to
now nothing has been done for them,

These people have to pay increased taxation.
They have to pay Package Tax and they have to buy
gasolene. If they have to contribute to the taxation
of this country, cannot this Government see that if
they are paying taxes in the same way as those who
live in St. Michael that the Government should re-
site the houses of those people in St. Joseph?

I do not think that the Hon. Prime Minister is
taking this seriously, because if he did, something
would have been done long ago for them. The people
in St, Michael are not paying all of the taxes; the
people in St, Joseph are paying some and the Gov-
ernment is concentrating on St. Michael. They are
doing nothing in St. Joseph; there mustbe some rea-
son and I would like to know the reason.

Mr. Speaker, I cannot sit back here and do not
make mention of it to the Government. I have to do so
every time I get up because it is not fair to them. I
read in the newspapers - I think it was the Sunday
News - how many houses were removed from St,
Andrew. If I am not mistaken, mention was made of
some forty houses being re-sited elsewhere. Do you
mean to- say that because I am not a Minister, 1
cannot get a house moved from where it is down there?

Do you mean to say that because there is a Minister
in St. Andrew, the people dowa there can get some=-
thing done but because there is no Minister in St,
Joseph, the people in St. Joseph cannot get anything
done?

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order, Mr.
Speaker. I had nothing to do with the removal of people
from St. Andrew.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not deem that to be a point
of order.

Mr. SMITH: Yes, Sir. 1 know the Ministerwould
get up and make himself small.

Now, Sir, this is asmallitem. Thisis some per-
son who you would call a water carrier. She came
from St. Joseph. This is what I was told. I was told
*hat the hon. senior member for St. Andrew told her
that she would have to go home, that is to day she
would have to stop working, so that he could take on
somebody from St. Thomas. He took on a girl from
St. Simons. I was told that.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: What is wrong with
that? »

Mr. SMITH: You are trying to starve one from
St. Joseph. The Ministeris noteven ashamed because
he said, ‘‘What is wrong with that’’! She is a poor
woman. You sent her home and offered her work to
someone else. You are starving one for the other to
work., You should give each three days.

Sir do you think if I were aMinister that I would
dismiss one to take on another? I would not do that
because the people would not have any respect for me
if I had done that. When youare a Minister, you have
to live above board. Only because the poor woman
came from St. Joseph, she had to go home so that
the other woman could work. That is not fair.

The Prime Minister is responsible for what the
Ministers do. Therefore, when you get there and do
anything that is wrong, he should chase away all of
you,

I told the girl that I did not think so. Now look
what he says: ‘‘What is wrong with that.’’!

Mr, SPEAKER: 1assume the hon. senior member
for St. Joseph does not mzan an hon. member here.

Mr., SMITH: I. am talking about a Mr. Edwards
up there. Sir, I can see thatthe hon. member’s spirit
and m{nfﬁave met today.

It is not fair to be penalising some of these peo-
ple. There is nothing to hard the body more than
fright, and these people whenever they are going to
bed at night have to say their prayers twice because
they do not expect to wake up next morning.
4.20 p.m.

-
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If he had any say, or in other words, any guts,
something would be done up there, because the same
way that he can say: ‘‘If this manfrom this place does
not leave I am goingtoleave’' - and the man had to
leave - he should be in a position to say. ‘‘Well, if

‘'you do not do something for these people ....."" the

same thing - and it would have to be done. The hon,
Prime Ministerwill tell anyone he cantake no chances
now with the Ministers because he has no replace~
ments., If he had replacements they would be re-
placed already: so this is the time now that if any
of them has anything to be done, fix-it-right. The
Prime Minister has no replacements: so he is in a
funny position: he knows that there is someone check-
ing out, and .....

Hon. E. W. BARROW: On a point of order, I do
not think that it is in accordance of the rules of the
House that members should be allowed to advertise
on the floor of this House. 1do not have to advertise.

Mz, SPEAKER: I take it that is judicial notice of
Fix-lt-Rig’ht.

Mrzr. SMITH: If something is to be done for these
people, you could call me and we could discuss it:
but as long as youdo not do something for the people,

‘you will hear me and Iwill talk, From Novermber the

Minister paid thesevisits - I am not sure that the
Prime Minister did - but I took them all over the
parishes and now nothing has beendone. The election
has come and gone, and it is coming again. Help the
people. Tell me about the owners of Lammings ask-
ing too much money. Are they asking for more than
what was taken away from the Marketing Corporation?

I am talking for the people who have to pay for
increases on gasolene, because the man that I am
referring to, that poor fellow, his W.C, has gone
completely, dragged away; part of his place hasbeen
dragged away and he is still drawing up. He has a
motor truck and he has to pay the increase on gaso-
lene and an increase on his licence, These are the
people I am talking about, I am not talking because 1
have a mouth. I am saying that unfair measures are
being meted out to these people and something should
have been done for them already. You have housing
areas in most parishes; none in St. Joseph. Why can
you not establish one? It is time to establish one.in
St. Joseph, Merely talking is not sufficient.

Something will have to be done as long as I am
alive: and as soon as Government takes it into their
hands and establish a housing area upthere, the bet-
ter it will be for everybody. I am surprised to-hear
that I am fighting for a drawback from the owners of
Lammings. I do not know them. I understand that they
are absentee proprietors. If it is that I am getting a
drawback, what I hear now is backdraws. I hear that
some others are getting their backdraws now, Sir.
Well, Sir, really and truly it is hard, and that is why
they do not want my speechto go over the air because
the people in St. Joseph will hear me this afternoon.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is now after4.30 o’clock p.m.,

-and automatically there is the reversion to Govern~

ment business.

|

AMENDMENT OF THE SENATE TO LAW
REVISION BILL, 1967.

. Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, there are cer-
tain amendments of a very slight nature which have
been sent down from the Other Place in connection
with the Law Revision Bill of 1967. They relate to
section 11 and I think that the Leader of the Opposi~
tion is fully aware of the nature of the amendments,

The proposed -amendments to Section 11 are:
Delete the word ‘‘Seven’’ in line 1 and substitute
the word ‘‘nine’’ therein, so that the section will now
read: ‘‘Notwithstanding subsection 1 of section 5, the
Commissioners =

(a) shall cause nine .copies - ‘‘(instead of
the revised edition to be bound etc. etc.etc.

There will be now nine copies instead of seven, and
the second proposed amendment is, subsection (3)
(c) insert the words ‘‘to the Public Librarian to the
Librarian of the University of the West Indies’’ im-
mediately after the word ‘‘Commissioner’ in line
4 at.page 12, so that the proposed amendment would
read ‘‘shall cause one such copy to be delivered to
the Governor-General, to the Clerk to the Senate, to
the Clerk of the House of Assembly, to the Registrar
of the Supreme Court, to the Attorney General, to the
Law Revision Commissioner, to the Public Librarian,
to the Librarian of the University of the West Indies
(these are the pertinent words) ‘‘and those officers
shall respectively retain those copies for the purpose
of record.”

“Mr, Speaker, there are only two amendments, and
I beg to move that the amendments be now read a
first time. ‘ '

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Speaker, I am not taking any
objection to the amendments as have been recom-
mended. It has been the custom that when copies of
the .laws of Barbades are new in circulation, every
sitting member of this Chamber gets a copy of them.
1 am wondering if the Minister who is responsible
has that matter very foremost in his mind. We have
voted money in connection with the delivery of these
laws and I am not aware of what is in circulation. It
has been proposed by the amendment to this section,
that the Commissioners shall cause copies of the re-
vised edition of the laws to be issued to the public
Librarian and to the Librarian of the University of
the West Indies. Well, Sir, I do think that you your-
self as an old member of this Chamber and other hon.
members like the hon. senior member for St. Joseph
and other members of this Chamber, are well aware
that the custom has always been that sitting mem-
bers are in receipt of new copiesofthe Laws of Bar-
bados as soon as they are in circulation. I do hope that
that custom will be maintained. I do not know if the
Hon. Minister will *me any sort of assurance in
this connection. As I said, Sir, as soon as these new
copies of the Laws of Barbados are putin circulation,
I hope that every sitting member of the Legislature
will be in receipt of a copy as has been the custom
heretofore.
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Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I know, Sir, thatmem-
bers were given copies of the Laws of Barbados in
the past and they took them home. I am suggesting
that one set should be kept marked with the respec-
tive constituencies to which hon. members belong.
We, on this side of the House, tryto trace something
from the laws, and the particularvolume is not here.
I see that there are two lots of Law Books on the
other side of the House. I do not think that it is too
much to ask for so many copies for sitting members
and that members should also have copies whichthey
could take home, because that uscd to be the old
practice, I daresay that the older members of the
House have their copies too.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker, is any hon,
member suggesting that it not the intention of the
Government to allow members to have copies of this
legislation? 1 think it is an act of supererogation on
the part of the Hon. Leader of the Opposition to men-
tion that at all, 1 have heard the hon. member say
that lawyers should buy their own books. Inmy opin-
ion, hon. members should have their copies of the
law. Provision has been made in our Estimates for
this; we have ordered about 300 or 500 copies and
the publishers have suggested that we should notor-
der too many copies, One volume cost over $30.00,
but hon. members are assured that they canhave the
first copies.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: On a point of order. All
I said was that in the past - I have a faint recollec-
tion of that - the practice was for hon. members to
have copies of the Lawstotake totheir homes, 1 said
that, because | have come across some old books in
that way. There has been the system of giving copies
to hon, membexrs and I was asking that in addition to
that, we have copies to which hon. members could
make reference here.

Mr, SPEAKER: That is not a point of order

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: If the hon. member says
something, I have to reply to it.

The question that these amendments be now read a

first tame was put and resolved wn the affirmative without
division, :

On separate motions of Hon, C. E. TALMA,seconded

by Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON, the ammndments were read a
second time and agreed to,
4.40 p.m./ ' ‘

EXCHANGE CONTROL BILL 1967

i Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 2 is the next Order of
the Day and it stands in the name of the Hon. and
Learned Prime Minister, It is to move the second
‘reading of the Bill, relating to exchange control.

1

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker, the Objects
and Reasons of this Bill are rather shortbut I would
like there to be no confusion in the minds of hon.
membexrs on the history of exchange control.

Prior to the Second World War in 1939there was
no exchange control; but from the commencement of

the Second World War in 1939, there was legislation

introduced restricting the free movement of bank
notes, and security and matters of that kind.. We do
not have to go back of course to the violent troubles
that took place in 1925, but we remember October
1929 when nearly four thousand banks closed to busi-
ness in U.S.A. one day.

It was not until practically 1939 that we had some
legislation as to exchange control, and that was as
far down as to the commencement of the Second
World War in 1939. Since then, countries all over the
world have tried to control their currencies.

At that time, the territory of Barbados although
not being a Crown Colony in the full sense of the term,
yet in reference to our relations in Barbados and the
United Kingdom, the Imperial Finance Control Act
was passed in 1939 and it was made to apply to Bar-
bados by virtue of financial control imposed by the
Imperial Parliament. As a result of that, we in Bar-
bados passed our Local (Defence Control) Act in
1939 and it was not until then that we had all our
Exchange Control Acts.

This is no new restriction imposed onthe move-

ment of currency in Barbados., The reason why Gov-
ernments have to do that is that if there is unfair
balance in currency, Government has to take measures
to restrict the movement of its currency so that
imbalances do not become inbalances.

There is of course, the second reason why Gov=
ernment on the positive side, like to step up their
reserves. We all remember, the internal control
which we had here during the years of the Second
World War and which existed until after the war on
account of the necessity to rehabilitate the reserves
of the colony. Securities which had been deposited
outside had undergone changes which did not strictly
conform to the aspirations of the country, and it was
found necessary to continue under the united Kirigdom
Act of 1959, By that time, mostofus reached the age
of discretion. A

Since we have become independent, it is now
necessary for Barbados to have its own Act. From
1939 to 1950, we found it necessary to comply with
the Imperial Finance Control Act. Of course, we
have our ownDefence Emergency Powers Regulations
in which we controlled our currency from 1939 until
25th March, 1959, When we repealed the British Act
in 1959, we passed legislation regarding the use of
currency, making it necessary for people to make
applications to the Controller of Currency if they
wanted money to travel or to do things like that.

That really is what Exchange Control is. The
transactions which we have to deal with in the Min-
istry of Finance relating toexchange control are only
part of the inconveniences which we have to endure
from time to time. So, Mr, Speaker, itis now neces-
sary for us to exert our position and not to continue
to operate on those emergency provisions which we
have and which we passed in 1959,

(2
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This Act is designed for the purpose of regular-
ising our position so that we should continue to have
some control over the movement of our currency,

payments, valuable securities and debts andeventhe

import, export transfer and settlement of properties.

us.

Part 1 deals with the interpretation and-the:

Control Authority.

Part II deals with exchange and so on, and des~
cribed the manner in which it should be done. It is
very important.

Part Il deals with payments in the Island,
outside the Island and with compensation deals.
4.50 p.m,

By the ‘‘scheduled territories' we mean terri-
tories which are in the sterling area. Part IV of the
Bill provides for the control and the issue of transfer
securities, and the payment of capital moneys outside

the island; Part V deals with the restrictions on the-

importation and exportation of goods; Part VI deals
with miscellaneous provisions, non-scheduledterri-
tories, foreign currency, etc.; Part VII provides for
the -issuing of contracts, etc. and the authority to
make exemptions to persons leaving the sterling area.

There are, of course, in addition to the seven
sections which I have enumerated, five Scheduled
territories, accounts, legal proceedings andenforce-
ments. I shall; of course, deal with these when I come
to them, except that in so far as recent developments
in the United Kingdom within the past eight or nine
weeks no longer make the legislation relating to
accounts as binding as it was three months ago, but
at the same time the Chancellor of the Exchequer is

invested with authority in the United Kingdom, in:

dealing with the Sterling area, to reinvoke the pro-~
visions for dock accounts. This is one of the matters
which I think will be discussed at the Commonwealth
Finance Ministers Conference onthe 21st Septembe T,
1967, that is about five weeks from today. '

1 think that it is necessary to elaborate a little
on the Bill because it is a fairly long Bill and the
Objects and Reasons are fairly short. Now that hon.
members appreciate the financial and economic back-
ground of this Bill, I beg to move that the Exchange
Control Bill be read a second time.

Hon. C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that.
Mr. J. M. G. M, ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, the Prime

Minister had made an interesting speech on.the his-
tory of exchange control and its relationship to the

great depression, and we on this side -could inno.

wise disagree with him on the imposition of exchange

control in the industrialised countries as a meansof-

retaining sources of investments within their shores
which might otherwise have fled in the upset condi-
tions that have occurred in European countries.

All that is regulated in the Act whichwe have before.

Since 1929 the management of currency was
first thought up by Dr. Bljalmar Schacht in Germany,
and there are many countries which are still controll-
ing currency in the same way. As far as the United
Kingdom is concerned, the situation was, Iwould re-
spectfully suggest, a little different because sterling
was a world wide currency.

In 1940 it was necessary to conserve sterling and
the currencies which were depending on it and to
impose other restrictions, and those restrictions have
continued right down to the present time. I am sure
the Prime Minister agrees that essentially this is
a Bill for preserving the structure of the sterling
area, because in the industrialised countries of
Europe, the reason that it is necessary to restrict
the exportation of notes, the exportation of securities
in any form except under limited conditions, is to
prevent the flight of cash which would flee from its
own country into -another country and there provide
work for foreigners rathexr than work for the pcople
of the country it left behind.

: Anyone who has travelled to Europe should be
aware of countries for example, Russia which main-
tain the full rigidity of this system. Even today the
Russian currency cannot -be :changed outside the
Soviet Union as the Russians do not allow their money
to leave the country. It is as if you have given a
ruble to the Soviet Government, and inthis Bill, Sec-
tions 24 and 25, we find that a similar condition is
to be imposed here. 1 do not anticipate that we are
going to have sections 24 and 25 applied in all its
rigours, but this point, Mr. Speaker, of anindustrial
country has a certain meaning because in Russia -
I am using the Russians asthe most ready example -
when Russian currency notes cannot leave the country,
and a Russian Tourist going abroad leave with the
currency of the country to which he is going, it is
easy to see that there can never be any question of
investments abroad, as Russian savings have to stay
back in Russia; and that is the purpose of their par-
ticular exchange control restrictions. But this Bill
does not, in our view, really deal with that situation
in Barbados.

It is widely said - and I have seen figures from
persons who are connected with the distribution of
wealth in large quantities in this country - that a
lot of money leaves Barbados, that a lot of rich
Barbadians investtheirmoney in London, Canada, and
America, so that any future economic disturbances
in Barbados will not affect their investments.

Mr. Speaker, that basically is what exchange
control is about. ¥You control your currency and you
control! the movement of money out of yourterritory
for the purposes of getting it for investment, to create
jobs in-the territory for nationals of that territory
rather than the rich man in Barbados sending his
money to London to invest to give work to English
workers.-Exchange control is normally thought of as
applying. some restrictions to the free movement of
money. from the island, and it is also used for the pur-
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pose of retracting that money into productive sources
in Barbados, to. provide work here in the island.
5.00 p.m.

Now, Mr. Speaker, when we look at this Bill to
see if it is aimed at that sortof control, we find that
the true purpose of this Bill isto act more in the in-
terest of the United Kingdom Government, more in
the interest of preserving sterling as an international
currency than it is in the interest of preserving the
wealth of Barbados and retaining the wealth of Bar-
bados within the island. It may well be, Mr, Speaker,
that one of the fundamental freedoms for rich persons
in whatever territory they live......

At this stage, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and
DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair,

Mr, J. M, G. M. ADAMS: As I was saying, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, the true purpose of this Bill appears
to me to be the preservation of the sterling area and
the protection of sterling and the continuance of a
state of affairs in which Barbadoswill notembarrass
the sterling area, rather than any ideaofthe protec-
tion of the currency of Barbados as an independent
entity. I imagine, Mr, Deputy Speaker, thatthe argu-
ment can be used that since Barbados currency is
itself protected by sterling - because in the last an-
alysis it is not the investment of the Barbados Gov-
ernment, or the stability of the Democratic Labour
Party or the prospective policy of the Barbados
Labour Party regime - itis notthatalthough that will
give an investment confidence in Barbados at present.
It is the knowledge that Barbados currency istied to
an international currency which is the final analysis
can be mobilized to protect any drastic destruction
of its. profits. In return for shelter under the um-~
brella of sterling, we must give some shelter in order
to make sure that Barbados will not become like a
drain forthe reserves of the sterling area. It is signi-
ficant that the ‘‘Objects and Reasons'’ of this Bill
state that this Bill is based on the exchange control
legislation in force in the United Kingdom and in
Jamaica. Granted that we have to bow the head in
some degree to the demands of the United Kingdom
and the demands for sterling to be protected, we all
have to welcome this Bill, We are notin the position
of the Bahamas or even of the British Virgin Islands
where it has been possible, because of Americanin-
vestment, for those countries to enjoy the currency
of the American Government; but the day may come
when we are given that status and the Government
will seek a little more financial independence for
Barbados.

Mr.

We, on this side of the House, wouldwelcome an
assurance from the Prime Minister that the problems
of the movement of capital by Barbadians who wish to
invest their money abroad ~ as they may continue to
do under this Act - will be dealt with, We will wel-
come an assurance from the Prime Minister that a
proper balance will be struck between unreasonable
restriction and unreasonable liberty. We are not
satisfied at present that there is a sufficient sense of
responsibility in the ranks of those who preferto in-
vest their money outside of Barbados, We are not
satisfied that sufficient guidance is being given to

S o

them. We are not satisfied that sufficient study is
being made of the problem. In the same way that we
have a ‘‘Buy Local'’ campaign I would be glad to see
an ‘‘Invest Local®’ campaign. We have a 8% rate of
interest which is a great deal higher than that which
could be got on most investments onthe London Mar-
ket. There is a consideration for suggesting that in
economic terms Barbados is an attractive place for
Barbadians to invest their money.

The maximum rate of 8% is a high rate, and it
becomes a minimum rate for most purposes, and it
is an attractive rate; but nevertheless we still find
that there are movements of capital outside of Bar-
bados. We hope and assume that Exchange Control
will be used as a weapon against this type of activity
as well as aweapon against the dissipation of sterling
and hard currency which would be in breach of the
normal rules of the sterling area.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, as the Prime Minister has
said, this Bill is a longone and no doubt the different
points will be made in Cemmittee for the Prime
Minister to take up. I imagine that hon. members will
take them up and the Prime Minister will enlighten
us on them, and I do not intend to go-into any length.
on the individual Sections of the Bill atthis point,But:
1 would like to suggestthat Parts V and VI of the Bill,
especially Sections 24, 25 and 27, do infact give very:
great power to the Exchange Control Authority who
will be the Minister of Finance. I have thought of
Section 24 and lcan saythatitis all very well for the
United Kingdom and Jamaica, who do not share their
currency with any other country, to have Sections

such as these in their Acts.

5.10 p.m.

However, in Barbados we share our currency
with St. Lucia, St. Vincent and other such places in
the Eastern Caribbean: and since you are using a
common currency, you should keep files to check on
it, _—

It seems to me that this Section was drafted,
perhaps forgetful of that purpose. There isnomeans
now that you can know. If that is the case, what hap-
pens to a St. Lucian who comes here with $50?7 Per-
haps, he would have to declare his $50. As a type of
common courtesy coming into the colony. For that
type, I suggest that you could ‘é.s well not have any
restriction on common currency. Perhaps, this sec-
tion is meant to remedy some abuse. I do ripuf. know of
any abuse. I cannot see thatthe movement of common
currency notes from one colony to anothexr should be
made a matter of legislative control.

These are points to be aware of, but they have
numerous conditions in them. The conditions in the

~United Kingdom legislation was the duty on collecting"

debts. All these provisions have been put in the re~.
strictions on exchange control. People go to foreign
countries to collect their debt: I donot think any hon.
member of this House has a bank account abroad
which is not known to the Minister of Finance. It
would be an interesting’ exploit for the Minister of-
Finance in this colony. I am sure the Minister of

" Finance has all these things in his home,

3
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Sir, if I may sum up, we regard this as a Bill
which closes any Exchange Control gaps around Bar-
bados. But, Mr. Deputy Speaker, we will have to con-
sider our balance of payments in a more serious way
than we are now considering it. It is all very well
to say that Barbados has an adverse balance of pay~
ment and leave it at that, for it is impossible as yet
in Barbados ~ as it is possible in the United Kingdom
and the United States - to know how adverse balance
of payments occur, We do nothave as yet many of the
factors which would inflate our money, but that day
will come if the tourist expansion continues. All of
these things are in a state of flux,

However, we welcome this Exchange Control
Bill;, and we hope it will not be applied too restric-
tively. I hope the Ministry of Finance and the Prime
Minister, will remember that control of money which
they need to control under this Bill is only part of
the work which they have to do. Let us hope that with
the passing of this Bill, we would see that state of
affairs improve, Let us hope that the Ministry will
work to improve the economic position of Barbados.

I had a discussion with the Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom on the question of the restrictions
which were carried out in the United Kingdom on the
particular things that I had in mind. The situation
arose when the Barbados Light and Power Company
actually issued a prospectus in the United Kingdom
to carry out the electrification which we now see
going on around us.

5.20 p.m,

And, of course, ifthey had consulted the Ministry
of Finance we would have told them how to go about
it, but they were advised by their lawyers in the
United Kingdom and Canada; and after they issued
their prospectus they were nearly prosecuted for
issuing a prospectus without the permission of
Capital Issue Committee, and after that they then
came to the Ministry of Finance and complained about
it. I was highly aunoyed about it; I blamed them, of
course, because they thought they could go indepen=
dently and do these things.

1 took the matter upwith Mr. Harold Wilson, who
immediately took it up with the Chancellor of the
Exchequer and he informed the Directors of the Com-
pany of the outcome, The hon. member has made a
point that while we are part of the sterling area, we
cannot afford to allow people who are far removed
from the economic sphere of Barbados to invest their
money elsewhere, and we would only invoke the pro-
visions of this Bill to prohibit a free investment of
capital both inside and outside the island.

Whether we consider it necessary at the present
moment, I would say this week and this month sterling
is freely convertible currency all over the world ex-
cept for the few restrictions which still exist in the
United Kingdom  on United Kingdom nationals and
residents taking money outside; so as far as sections

25 and 26 of Part Vof the Bill are concerned, I do not.

think that anyone can make a single case in which any-
one can be prevented from taking Eastern Caribbean

currency outside or inside the island. The bank de-
posits here in Barbdos went up about 2 1/2% three
years ago as a direct result of the transfer of British
as opposed to Eastern Caribbean currency notes from
one of the neighbouring territories, and this has been
done to the credit of the total volume of deposits in the
banks in Barbados which now stand, as far as I can
remember, at well over $89 million; and although all
of that money is still being repatriated without re-
strictions out of Barbados, although there is provision
there in Part V of the Bill to control the importation
or exportation of notes in the same way you control
transfer of securities and bullion - because one must
convert into the other - as far asI know it is not the
intention of the Government to impose any such re-
strictions imposed on the importation of pound notes
sterling from the United Kingdom would only be done
after consultation and at the request of the appro-
priate body.

The question that the Bill be read a second time iras
put and resoleed in the affirmative without division,

On the motion of Hon, C. K. T1ALM |,
Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON, Mr, SPEARFER lefl the Chalr un:d
the House went into Comuiittee on the Bl My g AV OOL
in the Chair,

seconded hy

(lauses | to 7 were called and passed,

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr, Chairman, [ wonder
whether the members on the other side will consider
doing the Bill Part by Part. If any hon. member has
any objection to a particular part, then he will be
free to get up and speak, because there are 47 sec-
tions and it is not intended to curtail the debate, only
to expedite the business of the House. We are coming
to clause 8 which is the beginning of Part I and
therefore the Acting Leader of the House proposes to
move that Part III stand part, and at that stage any
hon. member may get up and spzak on anything he
considers not acceptable.

5.30 p.m.

Mr. J. M, G. M. ADAMS: I am sure that what the
Prime Minister has said would be an expeditious way
of dealing with this matter.

Part 11l was called,
Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, I begto move
that Paxt III stand part of the Bill.

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,

Part IV was called.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to move, M. Chair-
man, that Part 4 stand part of the Bill.

Hon., G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The

without division.

question was put and resolved in the affirmative

Part V was called.
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Hén. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, I begto move

that Part V stand part of the Bill.
Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

Mr. J. M. G, M, ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, we wel-
come the assurance given by the Prime Minister in
his reply on the second reading of this Bill that it is
not intended that the movements of notesto and from
the Caribbean, and in and out of Barbados will be re-
stricted. That is a most useful assurance inthe cir-
cumstances, certainly since the expansion of note
issues. Mr, Chairman, these Clauses in Part V of
this Bill are very restrictive indeed. I wonder if ths
Hon, M nister of Communications and Works cangive
us any assurance in this matter. We are, in fact,
issuing British Postal Orders under contract and by
agreemant with the British Postal Authorities, and I
wonder how far these agreements are infringed upon
by section 25 (1) (b) dealing with the exportation of
postal orders from the Island. When youbuy a postal
order, the Minister of Finance will be taken to have
given his permission to export that postal order to
whatever territory you are sending it. I wonder if
the Hon., Minister of Communications and Works has
any information that he cangive usonthe agreement,
The agreement betwzen the British Post Office and
our Post Office in respect of the issue of postal
orders is complete; in other words, our post office
must be allowed to issue a postal order free to be
despatched to the United Kingdom and elsewhere. I
would be glad to hear something about that.

Hon, E. W, BARROW: The only case whichl can
remember was some years ago when the question
was asked about local residents answering advertise-
ments coming from the United States, as regards job
opportunities in the United States, and those persons
were prosacuted for contravening the regulations.
That was about ten years ago. As far as I know,
speaking off hand, any restriction on the exportation
of currency notes to any of the contributing territories
to the Currency Board Agreement would be ultravires
to that Act which was passed by the Legislature and
ratified by the Legislatures of all the contributing
territories. That is why I said that I cannot envisage
that Clauses 24 to 26 were intended to mean that if
you want to send out a postal order, you will have to

get permission todo so. It was not intended to be that,

and we certainly do not impose any such restriction;
neither do we intend to put such a restriction on the
passing of this Bill. I have been searching my mind
and documents for an explanation as to whether at
any time it has bzen suggested by the United Kingdom
Authorities that there should be a sort of back prop
for sterling except in a very serious situation. I do
not find any such evidence. I do not find that it was

so intended and there are no such regulations either :

in the Ministry of Finance or in the whole Currency
Control Office. That is the most that I can say.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I have
no reason to disbelieve either the Minister of Com-
munications or the Prime Minister, but the Act says
that the exportation from the island of anynotes of a

classwhichare or have been at any timz legal tender
in the United Kingdom, or any postal orders is pro-
hibited except by permission of the Minister of Fi-
nance, and if things fell to rock bottom in respect of
trade with the United Kingdom, he might not allow
any postal order to come out of Barbados. It seems
to me that it must be difficult in any agreement with
the Barbados Post Office to say that ths export of
postal orders is prohibited, because these postal
orders are British Postal Orders. At the head of
the postal orders is shown written that they are
British Postal Orders, and I do-not see that you can
say that the export of these postal orders is pro-
hibited without a breach of the Agreement. I quite
appreciate what the Prime Minister has said. It cannot
be envisaged that this Act is intendedto be in breach
of this agreement. Iwonder if the Prim= Minister will
not reconsider this matter with a view of eliminating
this provision altogether. The provision about the
notes is only appropnate in the Umted ngdom or
in Jamaica. ~ :

I have observed the silence of the Hon. Minister
of Comminications. Of course it is not expected that
the Minister would have any knowledge in connection
with the matter when he does nothave the file before
him. The Minister went to St. Thomas and took away"
some newspapers from a man and told him he was
robbing the Post Office. Iwantto say this, that if this
Act prohibits the exportation of postal orders, the:
Minister of Communications should have raised the
matter with the Prime Minister instead of going
around with a police officer on a particular Saturday
in St. Thomas.

5.40 p.m.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Iwould not be talking about
any dispate between the two hon. members for St.
Thomas; 1 am sticking strictly to restrictions with
respact towhat the hon, senior member for St. Thomas
said of postal orders. Itisnecessaryto have a search
sometimes because if there is a leakage in postal
orders, let us say, from a territory like Barbados to
Venezuela, that can be a serious loss on the re-
sources of the territory. That i8 the only reason why
the exportation of postal orders should be prohibited
except with the psrmission of the Authority, Permis-
sion can be a means of safeguard in the Bill. Let us
say that sterling crossesthese areas. The Minister of
Finance would not have to come to the Legislature to
pass a special Bill to provide for the stopp‘ng of the
leakage. He would be entltled to claim on the re-
strictions,

I give the hon. member the assurance thatin re-
spact to the schediled territories, there are no re-
strictions; but I do not think it would ba well for us
to take out this section.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: It is.not really necess-
ary for this, I would say. You say that you cannot
export a postal order without the permission of the
Authority.

The question that Part V stand part was put and re-
solved in the affirmative without division,

-
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Part VI was called and passed,

Part VIl was called and passed. :

The First Schedule was called and passed. -

The Second Schedule was called and passed.

The Third Schedule was called and passed. :

The Fourth Schedule was called and passed.

The Fifth Schedule was called and passed. -

On motion of Hon, C. E. TALMA, seconded by Hon.

‘G. G. FERGUSSON, Mr. CHAIRM AN reported the passing

of one Bdl/m Gommttee. .

Mf. DEPUTY SPEAKER resumed the Chazr and repor-
ted aooordmgly. .

~ Hom. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I beg
to move that this Bill be now read a third time.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.
The guestion was pul and resolved in the affzrmatwe
untkol‘ division, .

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to move that this B:ll
be now pass,

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The questwn was put and resolvedm the affmnatwe
without division. .

RESOLUTION TO FIX RATE OF INTEREST
 Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order is Order No. 3
which stands in the name of the Hon. Prime Minister

and it is to move the passing of the following Reso-
lution: »

“A Resolution to fix the rate of interest to be

" paid by the Barbados Development Board on aloan of

$500,000 from Barclays Bank D.C.O. at one half of
one percent below the prime commercial r

Hon, E. W, BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this
deals with a Resolution, No. 9/1967 which was ap-
proved by this House and concurred by the Other

- Place and assented to on the 6th February, 1967.

There was a slight mistake in the wording of that
Resolution. That Resolution said that thisloanwasto
be made at the time of the making of the loan at the
rate of six and one-half percent pexr annum. It should
have been stated ‘‘by half of one percent below the
prime commexrcial rate,’”’ Thisis avery straight for-
ward measure, and I therefore beg to move that this
Resolution do now pass.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.
5.50 p.m. .

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Deputy Speaker, the Addendum
to this Resolution reads asfollows: ‘‘ This Resolution
seeks to regularize arrangements made witha Com-
mercial Bank concerning the interest rate to be paid
on sums borrowed by Boards and/or Corporations
.and which must be approved by both Houses of the

‘Legislature. The existing convention is that such
- sums borrowed by Boards and/or Corporations and
_approved by both Houses of the Legislature shall

bear an interest rate of one half of one percent below
the prime commercial rate.’

Now, Sir, these Boards and/or Corporations. I
‘am not going to vote against this Resolution, but I am
going to advise the Government to pay more strict
attention to these Corporations and Boards relative
to spending Government funds. We are giving the
green light; we are approving the interest rate and
things of that sort, After it has passed us we have no
more control; but it is the duty of the Minister in
charge to keep a sharp lookout, keep a close watch
on these Corporations and Boards which I was hear-
ing so much about, and so many cheques can be
written, flying about the place. I think that it is neg-
ligence on somebody’s part - I do not know who it is;
but it is not fair to the taxpayers of this country to
allow anything of this sort to exist,

I may be wrong, Sir, butlfeelthat checks should
be made - I meanacheckuponthe signing of cheques
should be made mere regularly, if possible weekly.
We cannot allow thése cheques to be flying about. It is
not good enough that these Corporations and Boards
can do as they like, spend as they like, whenever they
like, and I will go further to say if a Minister is re-
sponsible for these Corporations or these particular
Boards, and things of this sort should exist, the Min-
ister should be called upon to resign, andthe person
involved locked up. These are public funds and we
cannot allow such things to happen.

Sir, I would not say any more yet, I have some-
thing more to say when other things come up. A
cheque for $14,000 is not 14¢.

, ' Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER The resolution before
the House 1s for $500,000 and not $14,000,

Mz, SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I will not say
any more, but I am speaking on a Resolution to give
the O.K. to pay a rate of interest. I am not speaking
about $500,000 or $100. The Resolution calls for this
House to approve the rate of interest, and I am only
drawing to the Government's attention - you may make
one to think differently if you try to stop me on this
particular point. 1do nothave anything to hide; so that
is why I will talk. ButifI am being stopped when I am
right, well, anything that happens - I read the Ad-
dendum before I started, and it is to give the green
light and, Sir, you are telling me that the Resolution
is not for $14,000. I know it is for the rate of interest;
you might not have seen that.

~ Well, Sir, it is my duty to help protect the purse
strings of the taxpayersof this country.lam a watch-
dog too. I am responsible; do not think that the Gov-
ernment alone is responsible; we are as much
responsible as the Government, because we are to
tell'the Government if anything is going wrong. What
is the meaning of the Opposition? The Opposition does
not need to get up and oppose because they have
mouths; the Opposition is to keep the Governmenton
its toes; and whenlhear about these $14,000 cheques,
must I not say something about it, Sir? It is not fair to
the taxpayers;it is not fair to me;and I hope before too
long that we may get somebody behind closed doors,
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Some time ago I was being threatened that 1 that, and I am warning the Governmant that in paying
would have been put behind closed doors, although this rate of interest they should do everythingto carry
I am a representative of the people, and I did not do along the rate of interest and also do everything to
anything; I did write cheques, but my own, in my protect the taxpayers' money.
name, If there are others that were written and signed v A
in the Board’s name or the Corporation’s name, but Mr, HINDS: Mr, Deputy Speaker, this Resolution
are not going to the Corporation’s funds or to the is one which calls for very careful study by members
Corporation’s account, must not I speak? This isthe of the Opposition particularly. One has gottowonder
place to protect every taxpayer, andl amonly asking in the case of the Barbados Development Board,
the Minister in charge to be more careful, make more whether or not the Board will have books at this stage, -
periodical checks on these Corporations. It can be particularly since the fire which occurred at the
done daily; every afternoon it should be checked after Hilton Hotel. I am wondering if the Board will have
the cashier is finished with it and everything, before books to submit to the appropriate Minister as to
you close down and pass it on. Check tickets and what is the true financial position in respect of this
everything. I do not think that down at the Customs $160,000. It is very strange indeed that the Adden-
where you have so much money collected daily - and dum to this Resolution tells us that this Resolution
I still believe a check is being made every day - that " seeks to regularise arrangements made with a Com-~
we hear about these big cheques flying about from the mercial Bank, concerning the interest rate to be paid
Customs Department; only when you come to these on sums borrowed by Boards and/or Corporations 4b
little Boards and these little Corporations. Do you and which must be approved by both Houses of the -
know why, Sir? Everyone that is being sent there Legislature. o
feels that he is a Government supporter and can sup- .
port himself out of the Government. That is what hap- This question of Boards and Corporations isnot
pens. one, as we have seen during the recent past, to be
taken lightly at all, and any Minister, whether he be
I am appealing to the Government, whoever is Prime Minister or otherwise, must have alotof guts
responsible, to look at this thing carefully, and do to come before this House with matters of this sort
not put a person there because you know him; try to and make mention of Boards and Corporations. We
put people that can be trusted, even if they are not know thatthe names ‘‘Boards’’ and Corporations’’ and
your supporters, especially the Development Board and the Barbados
6.00 p.m, Marketing Corporation - these are names which now
begin to stink when we hear them mentioned. Mr.
That is the trouble we are heading for and that is Deputy Speaker, what we have gotto consideris this; -
the trouble that any Government will be heading for. this is a matter of the Barbados Development Boaxd, "
You can shout D. L. P. or B. L. P. and you can get and it is one whichisofgreatconcern because, while
through regardless of how much money you are in a Minister is enquiring as to whether somebody
charge of. That must be stopped; you should put in smells ash, what this House should be concerned about
these positions people who can be trusted. If th‘egy are is this: that it has so happened that the fire at the
not even your supporters, and you put them there,you Hilton Hotel occurred less than 48 hours after a de-
stand a chance of getting their suppoft. You should cision had been taken to have the Auditors of the Bar-
not put them there just because they have a name. bados Development Board audit the books of the
There are people, it appears, who if you have to ad- Board.
dress a letter to them, you do not know where they :
are, That is what I have heard. I do not think that an Hon, E. W. BARROW: Mr, Deputy Speaker, on a
individual of that type should be in charge of public point of order. I hate to disappoint the hon. member,
funds. I want the D. L. P. to keep their name up, but if he is insinuating that itwas a deliberate act on
and let it be said that if you are an honest, nice and the part of some person whowasinterestedin seeing g+
pure official you will get a job; not that so long as that the books are destroyed, according to my in-
you are a yard fowl youcangeta job. In that way, we structions, the books were already audited. Therefore
will not be hearing about these losses, the hon. member has misfired,
6.10 p.m.
I do not know how the Prime Minister feels about : .
it; I do not think he canfeeltoo happy. The talk alone Mr, HINDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Prime
is sufficient to disturb him because he cannotdo any- Minister has thrown a lot of light on this matter. The
thing. I think that they should tighten up and do not let Prime Minister has told us, if lunderstand him cor-
the people’s money be frittered away down the drain rectly, that. an audit has been carried out at his re-
like that, The only thousands I know about are the quest. It would be better for him if they were dealing
thousands in the Mellowes river, but not when you with every Board that an-audit-was called foxr. Some
come to money. As I say, if you are in charge and if responsible persons have reasons to believe that at
I am a Minister - Well, I hearthat every Minister is that particular time, there was the necessity for
responsible for his Department. The Minister is not having an audit. : ' :
going to his Department and take out a dollar bill; “
but if a dollar bill is taken out by the Department, Hon. E. W, BARROW: On a point of order, Mr.
then he is responsible for it; and if he is honest and Deputy Speaker, I do not want to:interrupt the hon.
things of that sort should happen, all he should say as member. I believe that it was the hon. senior member
a mark of his disapproval of such actions in that he for St. Joseph who spoke on the question of an audit.,
will resign. Up to now I have not heard anything like Audits are necessary all the time whether you sus-
N U T —
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pect something or not, but especially when some

matter is in dispute. I would like to see audits car-
ried out every day if it were practicable to have an
audit, but that does not necessarily mean that the
Minister of Finance or anybody had reasons to call
for an audit. So, do not put two and two together.

Mr, HINDS: Sir, all that the Prime Minister is
doing is confirming in the minds of each and every
hon. member that all is not well with the Barbados
Development Board. As we know Barbados, there is
a very serious omission on the part of those who
carry out their duties, esp=cially in this respectwhen
the Board finds itself in the position of telling the
world what sums the Board intend to spend to en-
courage a particular industry. But the Board has not
found itself yet in the position to tell the workers or
the Barbados Labour Force what are the minimum
wages or salaries that the workers who are employed
in a particular industry should get. In other words

‘the Barbados Development Board would spend any

sum to encourage any industry, but has never con-
cerned itself with the people who are to be employed
in a particular industry, and whether they are ade-
quately compensated.

We know that in addition to that, there are some
industries being established here - and it is strange
indeed to find that some of the king pins ~ the bosses,
the people who hang around, or some of them - are
such wanton businessmen that they enter into their
own industry importing machinery costing thousands
of dollars, imported with money from the Develop-
ment Board, But what youknow is this., The business-
men are so ready, they are advised how well they
can import that machinery and then pay for housing
that machinery.

Mr. Speaker, we know that it is going to be
brought to daylight sooner or later how well these
businessmen are advised, There is one thingwhichI.
am keeping my eyes on. We in this country always
employ auditors that when they have, let us say, a
manager on an estate that cannot get on with the
workers, they always try to promote that manager.
They promote him to the management of anotheres-
tate. I am watching the Hon. Prims Minister. He
might, let us say, call upon the Minister of Agricul-
ture to resign, or it may be that the Hon. Minister
may find himself in the position where he will be call-
ing upon quite a lot of people to resign. You see, the
Minister might feel that he is acting in the public’s
interest; but there are times when the public’s in-

“terest can have the interest of members on this

side of the Table,

What we are doing in this Resolution is this. We
are making sure that the existing fund is that sum
which is borne by your Boards and your corporations.
The Hon. Minister of Agriculture was pleased to
inform this House, in reply to a question which was
asked about cheques being written for monies be-
longing to the taxpayers, that the sum was $14,500. We
are concerned with making provision for repaying
interest and the like on money which was borrowed
from the Bank, but we are not told that large sums

of money like $14,000 was borrowed from the Mar-
keting Corporation without any interest being paid on
this money.

6.20 p.m.

I will tell you, Sir, from what I can gather, the
soil in St. John happens to be very fertile, very pro-
ductive, and our information is that it was not im-
possible that this $14,000 cheque from the Barbados
Marketing Corporation could have been invested in
the parish of St. John.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we have got to look at things
in general at the same Marketing Corporation. Car
loans have b=en made to officers who were not en-
titled or are not entitled to do travelling at all at the
Barbados Marketing Corporation. At the same Cor-
poration, a cashier was found to have committed an
offence, an offence which merited dismissal, but,
Sir, do you know what happened? The Manager of the
Corporation, instead of taking the decision to putthe
cashier before the Courts ordismiss the cashier, the
Manager found it necessary to report the conduct of
the offending cashier to the Assistant Manager, and
the same cashier is still employed by the Barbados
Marketing Corporation today. She cannot be punished;
so you will understand that when these incidents oc-
cur, they lay the foundation for others to follow. I
should say no more on that score, but Sir, it is no
denying the fact that there is alotwhich could be put
before this House. At this stage we do not propose
opposing this Resolution, but there must turnoverin
our minds one or two things whichwe find it difficult
to understand.

To suggest that the hon. Prime Minister is not
honest would be to contraverie the rules of this hon.
chamber, but at the same tim2 what do you find?That
people who can commit crimes - $14,000 worth at a
time - can still find a place. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I
know that there has been a change of a mamber from
the Other Place, and believe me, there must be a
very great strain on some people before such a
change was brought about, evidently on the initiative
of the hon, Prime Minister, The situation, as I said,
at the Hilton, at the Housing Authority - all these are
Boards, and these are Corporations. At the Housing
Authority, what you would find is that houses are now
being built, and any real estate man can look at those
houses and see what they are worth at face value.But
what do you find? An examination of the books of the
Housing Authority will reveal some very shocking
evidence. In other words, I would like the Minister
of Housing to know that some of the officers em-
ployed by the Housing Authority are not at all satis-
fied with what they see and know going on there.
The Housing Authority is a Board, Sir. Because
some poor worker at Grazettes has a little two-
bedroom house, he finds himself charged onthe books
of the Housing Authority full value, but it is not so
with everybody who has a house at Grazettes.
6.30 p.m.

It is not so, and the strange thing about it is that
the people who get houses for one half of what they
really cost the Housing Authority to build them, hap-
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pen to be the people who were jumping up on the
platforms of the D. L. P, atthe last election, and who
were abusing everybody on this side of the House.
That. is a pay off and a reward for the stand which
they took during the last election, but we have got to
take note of these things now. Somebody says that
Sydney Walcott has got money. I am not calling his
name at all, but these are the things which we have
got to keep before our minds’ eyes when Resolutions
of this sort come before this Hon. Chamber. You see,
Sir, the Resolution says: ‘‘Be it resolved that the
rate of interest to be paid by the Barbados Develop-
ment Board in respect of the sum of $160,000 and
guaranteed by the Cabinet by Resolution of Parlia-
ment numbered 9/1967 be one-half of one per cent
below the prime commercial rate.”” The rate of in-
terest ought to be of som= concern to us, and I say
that as to sums of money of this magnitude, ways
and means should have been found to borrow it at a
cheaper rate. I say no more about this,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, there are
two of these Resolutions before us this afternoon and
what I say on one Resolution applies to the other. I
am most concerned with the rate of interest for the
simple reason that one of these Resolutions is for
the sum »f half-million dollars, and the other Reso-
lution is for the sum of $160,000. We must work in the
interest of the ratepayers. The Addendum to this
Resolution states this:-

““The existing convention is that such sumsbor-
rowed by Boards and/or Corporations and approved
by both Houses of the Legislature shall bear an in-
terest rate of one half of one per cent below the
prime commercial rate.”

That is the convention and custom, but it should
not be the custom at all times depending upon the
cheapness of money or the dearness of money. The
existing rate was six per cent before the Usury Act
was amended, and that means that you borrowed at
5 1/2%. This one-half of one per cent means that
you are borrow.ng money at 7 1/2%. I am concerned
with this matter because Inotice that this business is
done at all times with Barclays Bank. I am wonder-
ing if the Prime Minister can tell us if steps have
been taken to bring these banks together. I under-
stand from reports which I have seen that the Royal
Bank of Canada is very strong in Barbados, and I am
wondering whether anything has been done to bring
these banks together instead of paying this 7 1/2%
interest. That is a lot of money and I do not see why
we should be paying at this rate. I have had to deal
with the question of borrowing money for the Bridge-
town City Council; I brought four managers together
and went into the matter with them. Itwas a question
of what I could get best for the municipality. It is not
a question of an English Bank saying: ‘‘This money
is loaned at 7 1/2% interest or you cannot get it.”’
Do you think I would agree to pay 7 1/2% interest
because Barclays bank is saying: ‘“We are not lend-
ing you this money at less than 7 1/2% without
making other efforts? The rate of 7 1/2% is a lot of
money for us to pay at this time with the market as
At s,

I hope that the Prime Minister will answer the

‘point as to whether the Government is making the

negotiations or if this will be left to the Development
Board. The prims commercial interest rate as we
understand it - I am sure that the Prime Minister has

been dealing with this matter long enough to know that ca

you can barter with these people - since the Usury
Act was amanded, went to 8%. I do not like the idea
of this one-half of one percent forthe simple reason
that if you pay a deposit of 5%, they drop the deposit
at 4 1/2% and it must be apparent that they should be
lending money at the lower rate,

There is one point whichIwould like to get clear
and it is a question of the money which is owing to
the Developmant Board. There are people who have
had money from ‘his Board, and if payments are being
made no interest is being paid.Isaythis as a matter
of fact. No money or interest is being paid, and I
would like to know what is being done about it. The
third point is this: I have had several people coming
to me whom I have advised to join the Union in re-
spect of work being done by them at some of these
new industries, and I think the Government will ap-
preciate the fact that it was not anyone who hopped
on the industrial development van.

6.40 p.m,

There are so:ne workers and some people who
complain that they cannot make $10 a week at the
best rates that some of these industries pay. I am
advising that this matter be taken up by the Barbados
Workers Union to see what could be done about it,but
I think that the Development Board should have some-
thing to do inthis matter, Iwould like the Hon. Prime
Minister to enlighten the Chamber on this matter,

As this matter rightly deals with Corporations
and Boards, there is only one point which I would
like to make initially. Some of my friends approached
me and said to me: ‘‘Isitbecause of a white merchant
being mixed upinthis affairthat you are silent on it?’
I should like to say hare and now that it is my con-
sidered opinion that the Chairman of the Marketing
Board should be prosecuted, and it is the duty of the
Attorney General or the Director of Public Prose-
cutions to see to it that no omne can take up public

-

money and use it for his own pﬁrPOSes. People are -

saying that just bzcause it is some white merchant
that I am helping the Party to say that you should not
prosecute him,

This reminds me of a celebrated case in this |

country between a white cashier and a black coach-
man and when the matter came before the Court, the
Judge said ‘‘Where is the culprit?’’ Let it appzar that
justice is done and let it be done. It is universally
known what has happened at the Marketing Corpora-
tion. The strongest supporters of the Goverament are
saying how displeased they are in your having one
who is high and mighty not being prosecuted just be-~
cause of that. They are saying that if it were some

lowly person you would have had him prosecuted °

already. 1 am not saying that if it were some lowly
person that he should not be prosecuted, but I am
saying that anyone who is in a high position should
also be prosecuted. -
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-1 want to let it be known what is my positi‘o’nf i.n
this matter, because I was not here when this matter
was discussed.

Sir, I want to say one more important thing as to
the matter of the interest payable on money bor-
rowed, This interest rate is one-half of one percent
below the prime commexrcial rate. I do feel that the
Hon. Prime Minister would be able enough to handle
our affairs about rates of interest and about these
people and what they are doing., There is only one
aspect of this matter that I would like to draw to the
attention of the Hon, Prime Minister, It is the ques-
tion of controlling different corporations.

To be correct, I have discovered that the latest
report which has been issued of the accounts of the
Barbados Development Boardis forthe year1964-65.

~ The accounts for 1965-66 have not yet been laid. We

regard this as a very serious breachofthe Act. The
object of putting it in the Actthatthe Report of these
Corporations should be laid on the Table of the House
at a particulartime is to allow members of the Publie
to see how the affairs and finances of a particular
Board have been run. We know what happened with
other statutory Bodies and Boards; it was only after
questions were asked here that the Reports were laid.
And when those Reports were laid, a very serious
state of affairs was disclosed.

What we want to impress is that they owe a duty
to the Registrar to see that their accounts are laid
on the Table of this House atthe required time. This
is now 1967 and we cannot get the Report of the De-
velopment Board for the financial year 1965-66,How
are we to know what the Development Board expended
on the supervision and construction of the Hilton
Hotel, as well as the Caribbean Industries and all
those other places which had been opened up since?
Part of this money would no doubt be spent in this
manner,

Expenditure on travelling has been going on by
certain members of the Development Board. The
reason why they did not lay their Reporton the Table
of this House is because they do notwant this matter
to be exposed. We know that they are comstructing
these things in a manner which cannot face up to
public scrutiny.

Another report to come before the House isthat
of the C.B.C. Radio and Television. It is the duty of
the Government to see that these Boards comply with
the laws of this country. '

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Before I reply, in view of
the time, Mr, Deputy Speaker, I begto move the sus-
pension of Standing Order,No.5 Mr.Deputy Speaker,
I would like to move that Standing Order No. 5 be
now suspended for the remainder of today’s sitting.

Hon. N. W.BOXILL: I beg to second that,
6.50 p.m.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I would draw to Your
Honour’s attention Standing Order No. 62. I do not
know that the hon. Prime Ministex hasgota point, to
start with, nor as he suggested, that any Notice has
been given, and notice onthe partof a Minister would
have to be 24 hours, one day, and in addition, it will
have to be with the discretion of the Gensral Assem-
bly. I submit to you, Mr. Depaty Sp=aker, that that is
out of order.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition expressed something which we all know
to be so. I have made a motion, and the Hon. Minister
of Agriculture and Labour has seconded it, If the
House is not agreed, then the Standing Oxrder is not
suspended. We have not had any vacation from the
Legislature within the past 15 years. My motion is
the substantive motion whichis being adopted, and the
motion for the suspension - I started to move the
motion for the suspension which, as I understand it,
it is really a motion for the discretion of the House.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr., Daputy Spzaker,
again I ask Your Honour to rule whetherorder No.62
is specifically the standing order for the suspension
of the House. It is clear asdaylight.I say again. I do
not know that uptonow Your Honourhas been asked -

Hon. A. DaC. EDNARDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker....

Mr. GRANTLEY ADAMS: The hon. membsr must
not interrupt, even if he cannot help it,

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: If the hon. member
will give way......

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: No. I will notgive way.

‘Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on
a point of order. I have risento withdraw the motion.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Does that mean that the
hon. Prime Minister’s original motion is dropped
also?

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I will try to explain the
difficulty which has arisen. Thes Speaker was con-
sulted, the Deputy Speaker who is now replacing the
Speaker was not, and this is the difficulty.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: All the functions and
duties of the Speaker are in the hands of the Deputy
Speaker. There is no difficulty, I do not understand
why the hon, Prime Minister said there is a diffi-
culty, there is absolutely no difference between the
Speaker and the Deputy Speaker when they are sitting
in the Chair. I thought the hon. member said he had
withdrawn the......

Mr. HINDS: On a point of order, Mr. Deputy
Speaker. Rule 62 Suspension of Standing Orders, a
question the object of which - this, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, is the point of order of the Leader of the
Opposition,” and rule 62 for the suspension......
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Mr. DEPU'I'Y SBWR. Tbat motiqn has been.
withdrawn,

e

A

Mr. HINDS !t w ﬂw been withdrawn; soit
is no lopger heiom the l{wse.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKE.B, 'Ih. question iSeeeces

Mr, HINDS: The substgntive motion before the

House is a Resolution.,..,.
-.z =

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER The question is that this
Resolution do nOW pass, -

(SHOUT S from the Oppq.siéfun,)

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Standing): Please sit.
The question that the Rmalutib'n do now pass was put
and resolved in the affzmzﬁhze without division.

Mz, HINDS: You cmqt 40 that in here.

Mz, D= PUTY SPEAKER I will not be dictated
to. It is now 7.00 p.m and th;s House now stands sus-
pended for three- quarters of an hour.,

7.00 p m.

On rv-nswm blinq,‘

RESOLUTION re INTEREST RATE ON LOAN
TO. DEVEI.DPMENT BOARD

Mr. DEPUTY SPZAKER: The next Order of the
day stands in the name of the Hon. Prime Minister:-

A Resolution to fix the rate of interest to be paid
by the Barbados Development Board on a loan of
$160,000 from Barclays Bank D.C.O. at one half of
one per cent below the prime commercial rate.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I
heard Your Honour say that the next Order of the day
stands in the name of the Hon. Prime Minister, to
move the passing of this Resolution. I want to say
that before the suspension of the sitting I had risen
to speak on the Order in respect of money to be bor-
rowed by the Development Board. Has the question
as to the passing of that Resolution been properly
put?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question has al-
ready been dealt with by this Hon. Chamber. The
Resolution which is now bgfore the House is one deal-
ing with the rate of interest to be paid by the Barbados
Development Board on & loan of $160,000 from Bar-
clays Bank,

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: At what stage was the
question put?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER The question was put,
there was no division a,nd it is no longer before the
House.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I
think that at the time when the question was put and
the Resolution passed, as far as I remember, I did
not hear it, but I have l'pd‘the opportunity to check

with the Clerk and the Official Reporter andI gathered

that the Resolution was passed. Iwould like to assure
hon. members that since the Resolution withwhichwe
are now dealing has the same content,lam prepared
to answer those questions. Idid notexercise my right
of reply oa account of the confusion which took place,
but I am prepared to answer thsse questions now.
The subject matter is the same as that of the last
Resolution. Due to ths uncertainty of the bank which
is advancing the loan there is a misconceptionin the
wording of the Addendum to the original Resolution
which was passed in 1966. Certain questions were
raised during the passage of the last Resolution which
I will anticipate at this stage.

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
on a point of privilege. Before the Prime Minister
introduces this Resolution Iwant to say that1 listened
to find out if, immediately before I enteredthe House
after the suspension, the question was pat. Every hon.
member has the right offree :speech and I rose to
speak before the question was put and Your Honour
could not rule in these circumstances. Itwas a ques-
tion of the privilege of free speech. No question was
put at the stage at which I rose. The ‘‘Noes’’ were
never called for and reference to the Shorthand
Writer’s notes would reveal that., I take it to be an
oversight on Your Honour's part..It is the privilege
of every hon. member of this House to have the right
of speech on every item which comes before the
House. I very much appreciate what the Prime Min-
ister has just said. I believe that whathe has said is
a forthright attempt to correct something which he
knows was wrong. I do not expect him to agree with
me, but I am convinced that the Prime Minister of-
fered to deal with the questions which were raised
because he did not have a chance to reply to the re~-
marks made on the Resolution, and that is as much
his privilege as it is mine.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, on a point of privilege, I
must make this point. I do not believe that there is
any hon. member who could say that he heaxrd ‘‘No”’
called for or that there was a proper passage of the
Resolution which was before the House. I will make
a point, butl appreciate what the Hon. Prime Minister
has just said. I am sure that no hon, member would
permit in any circumstances other than this, what I
am going to say as to the immediate events at 7
o’clock, There is not an hon, member in hexre who
could say, when he left the House, that the Resolution
was properly put with the ‘’Ayes’’ called for and the
‘*Noes"’ called for when the hon. mover of the Reso-
lution was pzrmitted to make his reply. Ifthe Prime
Minister would join with me perhaps we will get
something. In the circumstances, I will accept his
assurance and look forward to what he says on the
Resolution which he has to introduce.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. senior mem~
ber for Christ Church was the last speaker. The
Prime Minister rose and instead of addressing the
Chair on the Resolution he asked for the suspension
of Standing Oxder 5 and immediately after he with-
drew. The hon. senior member for St. Andrew then
made an application for the suspension of Standing
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Order 5. The hon. junior member for St. Joseph rose .

to his feet and after speaking for some time, said
that the senior member for St. Andrew had withdrawn
the motion, Immediately after that the junior member
for St. Peter rose to speak on the point that was with-
drawn. They took their seats; I looked at the Prime
Minister to see if he would speak on the motion and I
put the question quite rightly.Icalledforthe ‘‘Ayes’’
and for the ‘‘Noes’’; there was no division and the
Resolution was correctly passed.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1
did not rise to sp2ak on the withdrawn motion; I was
standing oa my feet for a shorttime and Your Honour
started to put the question. I said that I wished to
speak. At one stage three hon. members were
standing - the hon. senior member for St. Joseph,
the hon. junior member for St. Peter and I.

Mz, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The notes of the Clerk

‘ _testify undeniably that the Resolution has bzen cor-

xectly passed.

Hon., E, W, BARROW: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I think
that Your Honour's recitation of events isinorder. I
think there were not three, but five hon. members on
theix feet and they rose after Your Honour started to

Pt the question. 1 did not add to the confusion and to

sy that I sat down, was not an indication that I did
not want to reply. I wanted to see what would happen.
1f thexe was abreachof privilege, it was not a breach
af -privilege of one hon. member but of the whole
‘House, and if | am competent to waive my privilege,
I waive it, However, Sir, we are all here to do the
people’s business and I am anxious to answer any
questions on this Resolution.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Deputy Speaker,
do I understand Your Honour’s ruling to be that if the
notes of the Clerk clash with the recollectionof homn.
members Your Honour will now go by the notes of
the Clerk? I know that I never left being on my feet
at any time when some other hon. member rose to
speak. I tried to point out to you that several hon.
members were on their feet, I must ask whether Your
Honour will rule as an absolute guide that you will be
guided by the notes of the Clerks asthey are sitting.
I have absolutely nothing against the Clerks because
they cannot always see who has actually rise, and
their notes may clash with the memories of the other
members. Their notes cannot then be absolutely ac-
curate not because they are officials, not because
they do not write their notes, but at no time was there
not one of us on our feet. When hon. members say
that such and such is their recollection, their words
ought to be taken as much as anythingelse. I ask Your
Honour to say that it is not your absolute ruling that
you will go by what is the recollection of the Clerk or
the notes of the Clerk or eventhe notes of the Short-
hand Writer.

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have not | consulted
the Clerks at-the-Table of this Hon.House. I stated
exactly what happened in this Hon, Chamber. I said
that a check can be made with the Clerks at-the
Table in order to verify what I said.

7.55 p.m,

Hon, E. W, BARROW: Mr, Deputy Speaker, the
Resolution which is before us now has the same back-
ground as the Resolution which engaged the attention
of the House before the suspension. The principle of
the Resolution is the same as the last, and the only
difference is the sum which we are discussing.

The hon, senior member forthe City raised a few
points about the interest of these rates. 1 am not
criticising him for not agreeing with the interest of
the Usury Act nor in their devices or charges. The
Usury Act was amended some three years ago.

The rate of interest at which we now lend is eight
percent by law. The bank rate is regulated by the rate
of interest in the United Kingdom. The rate which the
Bank .of England is prepared to lend to the clearing
houses, is another rate altogether. This is the rate
which usually covers commercial houses. The buying
price and selling price on money is a different thing
altogether. There is a different rate which people
are prepared to pay those who have fixed deposits
and that rate of interest is 4 1/2 percent.

I am only giving anillustration to show that there
are several rates of interest. However, whenwe talk
about prime lending rate, this is the rate which com-
mercial banks are prepared to lend pzople forover-
drafts and also for their own advances from the
banks. The prime lending rate is the bank rate.

Unfortunately, I find myself agreeing withone or
two points of the hoa. senior member for St. Thomas
who said that they should keep their prime lending
rate not more than one percent above the Bank of
England rates. They are always anxious to carry it
up when the rates go up, but they are never at all anx-
ious to bring it down when the rates are lowared. That
is my experience, We have had discussions with the
Banks on this.

There was a time when pzople here were bor-
rowing thirty percent of their loans from outside,
but now there are valuable imbalances for local de-
bentures. Banks are made up of several things, These

-are their assets. They should retain a cash resexve:

but what they do is to lend money on assured rates.
It is like any person who isbuying and selling goods.

Al the confusion started because we borrowed
at 6 1/2 percent, because the lending rate was 7 per-
cent. There was no difference between the banks in
October last year from the fixed rates at that time,
The prime lending rate being seven percent, the
commercial rate should be one-half percent below
the prime lending rate.

The Bank of Nova Scotia rate was 61/2 percent.
The fixed rate of 61/2 percent was the same thing as

‘what the Bank of Nova Scotia was, but not the same

as the Barclay’s Bank because Barclay's proposed
that-it be a one-half rate from time to time. The rea-
son why it 18 from time to timeis because this is the
normal practice on short term loans. In other words,
if they have the rate going upto 8 1/2 percent it would
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be one-half percent below that, If it comes down to
6 1/2 percent it would be one-half paxcent below that.
8.05 p.m.

If we leave it as it is, it means that we have to
pay 6 1/2%. If it goes up we will be gaining; if it
comes down we will still be on alevel and we can go
to pay 6 1/2% over afew monthsor a couple of years
as the case may be. I1begtomove that this Resolution
do now pass. ' N

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

Mr, J. M. G. M, ADAMS: The Prime Minister has
said some very heartening things. As I said earlier,
this rate of interest has got to be watched, an 8% max-
imum can become an 8% minimum, and when the bank
rate in England comes down, you see very little cor-
responding pressure in Barbados; but when the bank
rate in England rises to 7% the banks put up their
overdraft rates.

The Prims= Minister introduced the Resolution, if
I may say so, almost along the lines that we stand to
get a benefit, and there are two things we have to con-
sider, one, thatthere is afalloverthe pariod covered
by these overdrafts in prime commercial rates, and
two, that the Government will bz able to persuade the
bank to bring the interest down.Iwould like to be as-
sured that these Resolutions are not conceived by the
Bank as being principally to enable the Bank to charge
7 1/2% should the bank rate in England go up.

I hope that the Prime Minister’s financial judg-
ment and the judgment of his advisers is sound, be-
cause it seems to me to remove a fixed rate of
interest is a straightforward gamble. I do not know if
the Prime Minister is goingto reply at any length,bat
this is really a long-term iransaction. Iwould like to
know what positive information he has that the Gov-
ernment will not suffer.

Mr. St, JOHAN: Mr, Deputy Spzaker, perhaps we
can avoid the confusion that arose subsequent to my
contribution on the last Resolution, butIwas request-
ing certain information with respect to the accounts
for the year 1965-66, I wonder if the reply of the
Prime Minister would deal with this.

Hon. E. W, BARROW: IfImay deal with the ques-
tion of the bank rate first, the commercial banks in
Barbados do not normally pay loag term loans. They
are commercial banks in every sense of the word.
The hon. member asked for the period that this
Resolution is for, and I think it is 10 years; this is
because of the very favourable position of the de-
posits. 1 said 1 believe the period is the same, subject
to correction. I know the other one positively is 10
years.

The hon, member asked about assurances., We
have one assurance; we take a calculated riskon the
bank rate. At the present moment this is to our bene-
fit; some of this has been drawn already or about to
be drawn. It may go into the reverse. But if Barbados
- as far as we are concerned, we will not have to pay

any more than 1¢ more than we are paying now, and
invariably the prime rate has beén below the maxi-
mum rate charged. I'agtee thatthe maximum appears
to be the minimum, But thereis one further qualifica-
tion, that the maximum and-the minimum coincide
as far as solicitorsand money lenders-are concerned.

The leoan for $160,000 has not less than five
years; so I believe it will be. negotiable after five
years if the money has not bsen paid back. There is
no reason why this mcney so invested should not bz
paid back within that period.

In so far as the accounts of the Development
Board are concerned, I am just as anxiousto see the
accounts, not only of the Development Board, but from
all Government institutions within the tims stated
by the particular law or financial regulations which
control the auditing of the accounts of the particular
institution or department., All I can say is that ths
situation has considerably improved during the past
four or five years, because some of the Governmen
departments when I assumed the responsibility fo
finance, were four and five years in arrears
8.15 p.m.

There are a few of them more than one yearf or
two years in arrears. Sometimes the accounts are
ready, but they have to wait on the Auditors. Thei'e
are two sets of Auditors, and the accoutits have to be
audited by the Department, which is required to be
done under the legislation. We are very anxious that
all the reports from Government Departments should
be on time because it is of more than academic im-
portance to this House if they are reported out of
time, [ do not think that there are any other points
which were raised.

The question that this Resalution do now pass was pul

and resolved in the affirmative without division,

ORDERS POSTPONED

Hon. E. W. BARROW; Mr., Depuaty Speakertoday
an indication was given that there were certain Reso-~-
lutions and, I believe, one Bill which the Acting
Leader of the House wanted to have dealt with in all
of their stages today. In view of the contretemps -
which arose at the time of the suspension of the sit-
ting, hon. members have not been able to regale
themselves at the customary hour and in the custom-
ary manner, so that ths Government does not intend
to proceed with these matters today. I propose to con-
clude Government Business at this stage.

THE ADJOURNMENT

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I beg
to move that this House do now adjourn until Tuesday
next 22nd August, 1967, at 12 o’clock noon.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that,
i,
The question that this House do now. adjourn - until 4

Tuesday next, 22nd August, 1.96’7, at 12, 9, cZock noon, was
put and resolved in the affirmative without dwzswn, and Mr,
DEPUTY SPEAKER. ad]oumed the House accordzngiy

8.20 p.m,






