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F HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY ‘ Mz, HINDS entered the Cﬁamvber and took his seat. .
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Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of As-

“sembly miet at 2.30 p.m. o’clock today.

PRESENT
His Honour J. E. T. BRANCKER, Q.C., F.Z.S.,
(Speaker) Mr. L.E. SMITH, J.P,; Mr. E. ST.A. HOLDER,

' J.P.; Hon, C. E. TALMA, (Minister of Health and Com~
 munity Development); Hon. J. C. TUDOR, M.A., (Minister

of Education); Mr. J. W."CORBIN; Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON,
(Minister of Trade, Tourism, Co-operatives and Fisheries);
Mt R. STC WEEKES J.P.; Mr. W. R. LOWE Hon. N. W.

BOXILL (Minister of Communications and Works); Hon,

" A. DaC. EDWARDS, (Minister of Agriculture, Labour and

National Insurance); and Mr. C. A. E. HOPPIN, J.P.

Prayers were read.

Mr.J. M. G. M. ADAMS and Mr. YEARWOOD entered

the House and took their seats,

Mr. SPEAKER: I am waiting on my file, [ apolo-
gise to hon. membors.

I have the honour to inform hon. members that
there are no Minutes available for confirmation today
dnd ‘there are no Notices for today; by that .I
fnean, no Notices, sofar as'I am concerned. Nothi.ng

’ under Private Members’ Notices.

The Hon, Leader of the Hous‘e may now proceed.

PAPERS LAID
Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker,onbehalfof the
Hén, and Learned Prime Minister, Minister of Fi-
nance ‘#iid Minister of External Affairs, Iam com-
mande& o’ Iay the following:-

" The Drawback of Duties (Locally Manufactured
Crown Corks) Regulations '1967.

“The Customs Dutles (Materials for use in the
Manufacture of Glassless Plastic Safety Mirrors)
Order, 1967.

T‘.he Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment)
(No. 1) Order, 1967

 plementary Estimates,

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to give
notice of the following:-

A Resolution to place the sum of $9,600 at the
disposal of the Government to supplement the Esti-
mates, 1967-68 Part 1 - Current as shown in the
Supplementary Estimates, 1967-68 No. 31 which
forms the Schedule to the Resolution.

A Resolution to place the sum of $170,498 at the
disposal of the Government to supplement the Esti-
mates, 1967-68 Part I - Current as shown in the Sup-
1967-68 No, 32 which forms
the Schedule to the Resolution,

A Resolution to place the sum of $100,000 at the
disposal of the Government to supplement the Esti-
mates, 1967-68 Part I - Current as shown in the
Supplementary Estimates, 1967-68 No. 33 which
forms the Schedule to the Resolution.

A Resolution to place the sum of $56,000 at the
disposal of the Government to supplement the Esti-
mates, 1967-68 Part II - Current as shown in the
Supplementary Estimates, 1967-68 No. 16 which
forms the Schedule to the Resolution,

Also on my own behalf I beg to give notice of
the following: -

A Resolution to approve the Compulsory ac-
quisition by the Crown in right of its Government .
under the provisions of the Land Acquisition Act,1949
of parcels of land together with buildings and erec~ -
tions which form the Schedule to this Resolution,

A Resolution to give effectto the Civil Establish-
ment (General) (Amendment) (No, 11) Order, 1967,

‘A Bill to amend the Widows and Children Pen'-,
sions Act, 1963,

Hon. N. W, BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to give
notice of the following: -




A Resolution that from the first day of January,
1967 the postage of parcels to the destinations set out
in column I of the Schedule to this Resolution shall go
according to the poundage as in Columns 2 - 6.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr, Speaker, on behalf
of the Hon, Minister of Agriculture, Labour and Na-
tional Insurance, I begto give notice of the following: -

A Bill to amend the Workmen's Compensation
Act, 1964, '

. Mr. ST, JOHN and Mr, LYNCH entered the Chamber and
took their seats,

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, hon, members

will know that with the approval of Your Honour, a
previous intimation was given tothem of a Resolution
for $56,000 and the Resolution of which the Hon. Min-
ister of Communications has just given notice, It is
our intention to proceed with both of these Resolu-
tions in all thelr stages at this day’s sitting,

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Homn. J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, I now beg to
give notice of my intention to move the House into
Committee of Supply at its next meeting to deal with
the other money Resolutions of which notice has just

. been given.

REPLIES LAID

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, I beg to give
notice that Oral Reply to Parliamentdty Question No,
102, asked by the hon. senior member for St. James,
is ready.

gL

Also , Oral Reply to Pdrliamentary Question No,
75, asked*by the hon. senior member for St. Joseph
is ready.

Also, Oral Reply to Parliamentary QuestionNo,
104, asked by the hon, senior member for St. James,
is ready.

" BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On the motion of Hon. J. C. TUDOR, seconded by
Hon. C. E. TALMA, a Bill to amend the Widows. and Chil-
dren’ Pensions Act, 1963, was read a first time, .

On the motion of Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON, seconded
by Hon. C. E. TALMA a Bill to
Compensation A.ct, 1‘9'64, was read a first time.

2,55 p.m,

amend the Workmen’s

QUESTION TIME

Mr, SPEAKER: It is now Question Time, and I
am informed that an Oral Reply has been laid to
Question No. 75 asked by the hon, senior member for
St. Joseph and that may be found onpage 8, left hand
column,

Mr. SMITH: Mr, Speaker, to enquire of the ap-
propriate Minister:-

Is it the intention of the Government to ac-
quire beach land at various sites in all the par-
ishes where sites are available, for the purpose
of building resort houses for the workers?

2, If the answer is ‘‘Yes’’, can the Minister
take immediate action to buy land and erect such
houses?

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr Speaker, the Reply is as
follows:-

The policy for Workers® Resort Houses has
been suspended in favour of public recreational
facilities at popular beaches. -

Mr, St, JOHN: May 1ask, Sir, if there is recrea-
tional facility at Silver Sands which is owned by the
Government. Will the Hon, Minister state when they
are going to start to provide proper facilities there?

Hon, C. E. TALMA: The question of erecting or
constructing beach facilities at Silver Sands is being
reviewed by virtue of the fact that it was felt that the
expense involved was too extensive, and a revised
programme 1s being considered now which will ac-
commodate not only.Silver Sands, but Bath, Martins
Bay, East Coast Road and River Bay.

Mr, SPEAKER: This is the only Question to which
1 am advised that an Oral Reply has been made, That
is in respect of members who are presently in their
seats., Accordingly, the House may proceed to Private
Members® Business.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

THE WEST INDIES HOSPITAL FUND
LIMITED ACT, 1964

Mr. SPEAKER: At the last meeting of the House
there was a discussion on Item No. 1 standing in the
niame of the hon. senior member for Bridgetown. On
the 17th November, 1967, the Hon. and Learned Prime
Minister was speaking at 4,30 p.m, when the time fox
Private Members’ Business had expired. Idonotob-
serve the Hon, Prime Minister to be in his place at
the moment. I do not know if it is proposed to con-
tinue with this item now or on another occasion.

Mr, SMITH: If I would be in order relative to
this Bill, I take it that there are other members who
would like to speak on it, Again we are doing the peo-
ple’s bus iness, and if the members who are concerned
are not hexe we should not hold up the business. Let
us throw the Bill through the window or something. If
those who are interested in it do not care about carry-
ing on, then we should not keep it on the Oxder Paper.
Let us do something about it, The Prime Minister is
not here; the member that is responsible for the Bill
is not here; last Tuesday the Prime Minister was not

here and it is all being heldup like this. Let us do -

something about it. Allow othermembersto speak if
they care to speak; put the matter to the House and
let us do something with it one way or another. It is
in your power to put it to the House, I think this is
only making a joke. Some people seem to be afraid

T P
L ; T T e

¢
%
2,
vl
5
¢

e

£

£

e




b

of the Bill. I do not understand lighting fire and run-
ning and leaving.it, If I light a fire.I will either stay
and help put it out, or throw fuel on it,

IMr.‘ SPEAKER‘The hen. senior member for St,

- Joseph has made his point. I would remind him that

he has also spoken on the substantive matter. If there
is no other hon, member......

Mr, HOLDER; Mr, Speaker, speaking on this
Bill so much has been saidabout it already, and even
when ‘we sat Qnthe Select Committee it was a.terrible
Bill was passed many members wexe agai.nst, but it
wag forced and. ,forced andthe majority onthat Com-
mittee car::ied it, Since it has been passed you have
been hearing. reading, understanding and knowing
that that Hosp,ital Sweepstake Oxganisation did not
stand up to axpectations. When one comes to think
about if, Sir, by using the words ‘“West Indies’’ they
involve the whole of the West Indies in that matter.
If they had said ‘the. Barbados Hospital, Sweep’, it
would have been worse for Barbados becausethey
would have shown that they were dealing with an
organisation which had no good report-to the world.

It was understood that those ti,ckets were banned
in other continents and yet Barbados was dragged
into it and aligned, Even in the Select Committee it
had to be stopped at one time, The Solicitor who was
looking after the matter could not give the Select
Committee any financial information or the informa-

tion the members of the Committee were tryingto get.

It was all good and well to say that a Company had so-
and-so and a Company possessed so-and-so; butwhen

it came to the bas'ic\point,thg man who was represen-

ting the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake we did not
know what he was worth. We heard abouta Company,
but ina case like that we should have known what he
was really worth.

_ When one.comes to think of it,however it is said
and it is done, many people took tickets. Here in
Barbados you buy a sweepstake ticket, you see what
you are going to get, and if youwin you will get your
money, I am wondering if those folks who bought
tickets did not receive their prize money or a por-
tion of it, »

Another thing, Mr, Speaker, at our Central Air-
port as yqu enter, coming in from any part of the
world, you will see thatbigsignup there, Those.peo-
ple who have come from countries where it is banned
and it is againat the law to sell those tickets, the
fixst thing that presents them as they enter the Cus-
toms Department of our Ai.rport is that advertise-
mnt. .

1 do feel, Sir, without making any exaggeration
upon it, that it was certainly a black snag on our good
fair Barbados, We have never indulged inthose things;
so why should we encourage racketeers to come into
the Island of Barbados?

/3,05 p.m,

. 1 feel that why the law in Barbados is so hard
upon our gamblers ~ and there is alot of gambling -
is to protect these people not to go wrong, and yet
the Government: brought in'a firm which was known
all over the world as being not a creditable, honest
and upright firm, With those few words, Ihave made
my impression that the West Indies Hospital Sweep
coming to Barbados was a ssainon it, There are many
people who have written back from America and dif-
ferent places and.asked what are we doing. In those
countries they know what it is. I have a clipping in a
letter which was -written about it a few weeks after
it was established here, by an hon. member of this
House. You see, Sir, gambling is:a big thing. Honesty
must prevail in gambling, If I take on a friend to
gamble only in a race, I cannot foul him. I would be
dishonest. If we ran a race correctly and he won, I
bow; he will get the prize, As far as I can read and
understand and follow all that I have been hearing
about this Hospital Sweep, it is a racket, I say so,
with a full assurance of what I have been hearing
about it,

Mr, HINDS: Mr. Speaker, when the West Indies
Hospital Bill was to become law, I was not then a
memberx of this Hon. House, but I was then, as now,
a newspaperman and, as such, I was privilegedto sit
at the Press Table and-observe hon. members and
make my deductions, One thing is certain, Sir, that
anyone who heard the ‘Prime Minister standupin this
Hon. House during the past weeks making a bold at-
tempt to defend the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake,
would, I am sure, be forced to do exactly what I have
been forced to .do, that is, to.carry my mind all the
way back immediately before.this West Indies Hos-
pital Bill was introduced into this Hon, House.

‘Why do I say that, Sir? The reasonis this, Hav-
ing heard from the mouth of the Prime Minister
enough as to tell me what he thought of certain peo-
ple in this island that I heard were supposed to be
concerned with the promotion of the. West Indies
Hospital Sweepstake in this island, and to hear the
same Prime Minister put before this Hon, House the
prospects of the West Indies Hospital promoters, I
had to come to this House and sitat the Press Table
and see and hear for myself that the Hon. Prime
Minister of this House was really and truly inviting
this House to support a Bill to be called the West
Indies Hospital Bill and to offer its namewell know-
ing what he had said and what he had thought of cer-
tain people who were supposed to bg involved in the
promotion of this Bill,

My reason for saying so s simplythis;the Prime
Minister well knew, long, long in advance that no
good could have come out of this Bfll, He: knew that
in advance, It was nothing which was foisted upon
him, and therefore one must take. alotof thought and
consideration of the defence which the Prime
Minister is now putting up on this Hospital Bill, Be~
lieve me, Sir, how sorry I am today that the Prime
Minister is not in his place, you couldliardly believe,
I am to tell you that if hon, members on that side of
the House knew the history of this West Indies Hos-
pital Sweepstake as it pertsins to this island, I am




sure that they would each and everyone set about
washing their hands of:blood. Why do I say so,:Sir?
Belleve me, if the Hon, Prime Minister had beén
called upon to rise in defence.of the death of a former
maid employed -at Culloden-'Farm, who died under
very suspicious circumstances, and, Sir, after this
maid had removed from Culloden Farm somz sums
which had been collected by these West Indies Hos-
pital promoters - nobody:-has- calledupon the Priris
Minister or perhaps would want to -callupon the
Prime Minister, but this: must be made known, that
today, with the West Indies Hospital not being able
during the past years to pay prizes to people who had
won  them, there are two sums:of money floating
about this island. These.two sums of money are, by
right, the property of the West Indies Hospital, These
two sums were removed from Culloden Farm where
the Prime Minister lives, .and these two sums are
floating about today because the person who removed
them from Culloden Farm is:not alive ordid not live
long enough to spend the money.

3.15 p.m.,

All of this that I am saying is the history of the
West Indies Hospital Fund Limited in this Island, In
other words, it amounts:to this - and nothing more;
that the actions of the promoters and all concerned
with it have been such that if a.mald overheard a
- telephone conversation and it was thought at the time
by the speaker at one end that the maid was present,
I am sorry for her., You might not live to spend the
money you took away.,

I am saying, Sir, that there are two sums of
money belonging to the West Indles Hospital Fund
Limited that are floating about this Island; but anyone
hearing the Prime Minister and the Leader of the
House, in their defence of the West Indies Hospital
Fund Limited ought to give some thought to-one or
two things,

Now, Sir,throughoutthe United States of America
certain parts of Canada, throughoutthe West Indies as
we know and other countries as well, whenone hears:
of the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake, it is linked
with the name or the word ‘‘Hospital’’ and it is taken
to mean the ‘“Queen Elizabeth Hospital*’ at Barbados.
There is no denial of that for the simple reason that
it was held out that the West Indies Hospital Sweep-
Stake was to operate based in Barbados, and that from
the proceeds some contribution ‘would have been
made for the support of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital
in Barbados. :

Now, Sir, what do you find up to this moment?

You find that the West Indies Hospital Sweepstaké
has absolutely nothing in common with the Queen

Elizabeth Hospital inBarbados exceptthat the:Sweep+
stake tends to. drag the name of the Hospital; whieh
incidentally bears the name of Her Majesty the Queen, .
down into the mud, Howthen, Sir, canthe Leaders of a

Government in the British Commonwealth standupin

support of anything at all which by it very nature

tends -to bring discredit to an Institution.sueh as the |
Queen Elizabeth Hospital; which as I sald before, -
bears the name of Her Majesty the Queen? One has

to look around and think of all there is that is asso-
clated with the ~Weét ‘Indigs Hospimfpﬁnd thtted.

The Prime Minister in his defence said that the
Government’s concern was at the unfoundéd accusa-
tions that has been made by'the Press atid the Opposi-
tion. Mr, Speaker, if the’ Prime Mifitster - if the
Government for that matter - ‘wantéd to know anything
of the functions of the West Indies Hospital Funds
Limited, they ‘do not have to go very far to seek that
tnformation, Why? The wifeof a Senator who was em-
ployed with ‘the same West Indies Hospital Funds
Limited was one of the first persons whoto save her
face- ‘and her name and, evidently that ofher husbami,
was one of the first to quit the job which she was
doing: She saw and knew that things were not right,
Let us ask ourselves what wife is'she doing a job -

and the West Indies Hospital Funds Liniited had been -

paying' good salary - well, what ‘wife Is going to
quit the job and go home, and does not tell her hus -
band the reason why she quit the job and if her
husbandhas an interest in the Governiment, and un-
doubtedly he must have it - he is now Senator - are
we to understand that these are notlinks or channels
through which Government ought to know that all was
not well within the walls of the building housing the
West Indies Hospital Funds Limited? These are links.

But no, Sir, it is known that the West Indies
Hospital Sweepstake did something for somébody in
Barbados, but unfortunately, it is not forusto say all
that we know, and especially all that we Know about
the person who stands to benefit from 1.

‘Now, Sir, the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake
sponsors were to have given half million dollars a
year for the running of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital,
and at the tim= when that was méntioned, the Govern-
ment had a sufficlent warning that dealing with big
time gamblers was a business too risky for the type
of people who had hitherto lived in Barbados; but the
assurance was given that the West Indies Hospital
Sweepstake Funds Limitéd would be operating on the
striétest of financial principles and with integrity.

Sir, what principles, what integrity? It is no
secrét that Court action had to be taken for the Gov-
ernment to recelve a portion of what was due,

- 3,25 p.m.

We“oni this side of the House do not mind what
has been said about what has been paid back, and who
benefitted and wlo did not benefit, Believe me, Sir,
we do- ot accept two words of ‘whit the other side’
had to say on 'this particular niatter. We have had
to listen to them and we did so; but, Sir, everywlere
one goes there is that feeling that the West Indies
Hospital Sweepstake has some sort of association
with the Queen Elizabeth Hospital at Barbados, Until
this hour, what has the Government done even in its
defence- of -the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake, to
disagsociate it from the Queen Elizgbeth Hospital?
Absolutely nothing has ‘been said ifi that respect by
any member of this House; but we know, Sir, that
there are still holders of winning tickets in this
Island who do not wanttheir names mixedup or men-
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tioned,. They do not.even want it to be known that they
have been robbed and swindled, kut nevertheless they
have been publicised and advertiged in the local Press
and “els:ewhgre,‘ as having receilved large sums of
money which they are supposed to have won.

. Mayl tell you, Sir, that it will take a long time
after the death of the sweepstake to regain Barbados

~that which she has lost through the harm which the

West Indies Hospital Sweepstake has done to the good
name of Barbados?

] Now, Sir, the Prime Minister rold us of certain
members who did not vote against the Bill when it
was launched, We now know the reason why they did
not.vote against it. One reason is this: they thought
they could have taken the Government by its word;
they thought that the promoters -of this grandiose
scheme had h@gnsub;ected to the scrutiny one would
have thought Government. would have outlined in such
a case, and it is under those circumstances that hon,
members on this side of the House at that time felt
that they should do nothing to hinder what had been
held out to them as a possible boosting for the run-
ningof 2. hospital in Barbados, and what seemed to
them to be investment, so to speak. But what has it
turned out to be? It is only to my mind in this Hon,
House that one can hear or one can find anybody
saying anything for the retention of the West Indies
Hospital Bill on the Statute Book of this Island - and
that, Sir, only among one or two Government mem-
bers, because we are sure that there are members of
the Government who are embarrassed and have been
embarrassed by what has been going on among the
promoters and the sponsors of this West Indies Hos-
pital Sweepstake.

.. There was a time when it was known that one of
the big shots in the Company had been arrested, de-
tamed, convicted and fined for offences arisingoutof
the operation of the Sweepstake. Well, Sir, perhaps
the full impact of it was not felt in Barbados mainly
because we look inwards in some respects, and we
feel that all is well that ends well; but those things
have had a very damaging effect on the operation of
the Sweepstake in this Island,

,You wﬂl recall, Sir, that in the firstplace these
Sweepstake tickets were not to have been sold lo-
cally. They were not really intended for the Bar-
badian. Whether they were intended for the Barbadian
or for the outsider or both, ithas happened that Bar-
badians are amongst those who have been swindled
by the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake. That is a
fact, Now, Sir, what do we find? Our Post Office in
Barbados has been involved in much with these pro-
moters. We cannot say, Sir, that the Postal Authori-
ties knew what the promoters were up to, What we
can say is this: that since others have done enough
to bring it to the attention of the. Postal Authorities
to convince them that being assoclated with the West
Indies Sweepstake, even in the remotest manner,
tended to cast reflections on the integrity of the said
Postal Authorities, we feel that something should
have been done, and atleasta statement ought to have
been published, whether by the Minister in charge

of the Post Office through the Government Informa-
tion Office or however they go about it, to let the
public in Barbados at least understand that the Post
Office was above suspicion.

3. 35 p.m.

That has not been done, as far as I know. What do
we know? The West Indies Hospital promoters have
been using a lot of phoney Postal Boxnumbers - per-
haps some of them do notexistatall, But what do we
find? Our Post Office has been silent on all of these
things, We are to- wonder if the silence of such au-
thorities as the Postal Authorities, the silence of our
Minister of Communications, must be taken as con-
doning the actions. of the West Indies Hogpital Sweep-
stake promoters in using our postal system for the
promotion of a spurious type of business suchas the
West Indies Hospital Sweepstake,

Much has been said about the number of persons
now employed by the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake.
We do not want to reduce ourselves to nothingness by

-asking what were these people, now employed by the

West Indies Hospital: Sweepstake, doing before the
West Indies Hospital Sweepstake came on the scene,
We do not want to say that, Letus ask ourselves this:
if it has been established,as it has beenestablished
in this Honourable House, that the West Indies Hos-
pital Sweepstake’s operations are contrary toevery-
thing that is decent and honest, are we, for the sake
of saying that we are finding employment for 2;3,10,
12 or else people; to continue to tolerate such ac-
tions? ~

Mr, Speaker, the ‘West Indies Hospital Sweep-
stake employed people'who will have to find a job
after the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake ceases to
operate in Barbados or elsewhere, They will have to
find a job, and they will-haveto find a job which does
not provide them with ill-gotten earnings, That is
what we are concerned with; not how many people
the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake now employ, Our
concern is this: if this operation is to be carried on,
it must be carried on like any other honest or re~
putable business that can bring ¢redit to this country.

In other words, do we reallylook to see what the
West Indies Hospital Sweepstake operations are doing
to the people employed there? We have heard it said
from this side of the House - it has not been denied
by .the other side - that tickets have been shipped in
tamarind barrels, We have heard of the methods em~
ployed to encourage other people to break our Postal
Regulations and our Customs Regulations by taking
tickets out of the Island in & manner contrary to oux
Customs Regulations,.

Are we to understand then that because a few
people are employed, they must be -employed - doing
what? Contravening oux Postal’ Regulations and trying
to corrupt every other living soul under the sun?
Those are the things with which we have to concern
ourselves, The longer the West Indies Hospital
Sweepstake continues to operate in Barbados, the
more corrupt the employees tendtobe inthe process -
of time, Why? Because they are being schooled in
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things that normally, throughout the years past, we
have not been accustomed to in Barbados,

In other words, they are being schooled in what
is called bigtime crime, That is what it amounts to,
and that {s what the Hon. Prime Minister of this
country wants, Remember: there are some youths
who have been employed at the West Indies Hospital
from time to time, and the Prime Minister would have
his youths brought up in that type of atmosphere be-
cause they are being employed for a few dollars.
If the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake had come on
the scene and its operations had been such as to
give it a good name, we on this side of the House
would have supported it just as it was supported at
the beginning, and we would have supported it today.

As a matter of fact, there would have been no
necessity for the Introduction of a Bill now seeking
its repeal, It is patently strange that people who hold
out, or would have the world to believe that they are
more honest than honesty itself are people who, know-
ing all of this, could stand up in this Hon, House
making speeches to defend the actions of the West
Indies Hospital Sweepstake.

3.45 p.m.

One cannot understand it, Sir, Our view is this:
the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake has been carry-
ing on either honest business or dishonest business.
If it has been carrying on honest business, let it be
explained why so many by -ways and side-ways have to
be employed to get these tickets out and about, Let
it be explained why so many people have written let-
ters in the Press - andthey have written to the same
West Indies Hospital Sweepstake Office; they have
written to their friends and lawyers and solicitors in
Barbados and lawyers in other countries, They had
to communicate with lawyers in this country I,
personally, have known of a Barbadian in the United
States of America winning money - or he thought he
had won some - who came down here on holiday to
spend some of the money in Barbados and buy a little
property, and I am to tell you that.when he came
here, he was twisted and turned around and turned

stake, because they thought they Were supporting their
own Hospital at heme. Now, Sir, it has been estab-
lished that the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake had
only used the word “‘Hospital” as a medns of luring
and decelving people into buying these Sweepstake
tickets, belleving that they were supporting an in-
stitution for the sick, Mr, Spedker, I think enough has
been said in this matter, We are well aware that hon.
members, the backbenchers on the other side, the
quasi-Ministers, cannot exercise what is called a
conscience vote on this Bill, Even if they know, and
they must know, even if they see before their eyes,
as I have tried to make out here today, that the opera-
tion of the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake in this
island was in some part responsible for the death of
a maid, even If they see and know that, even if they
know that because they know they will be supporting
a plea, they cannot vote for the repeal of this Act,
Dangling before their very eyes are salaries unknown
hitherto. But, Sir, what I say is this; come what may,
they will, some day, come to realise what is right
and what is wrong. It is alright when 2 child does
something wrong and one may excuse it, You may
excuse boyish tricks or something of the sort, but
when an adult is faced with a decision as we are in
this Hon. House, to support what is right and vote
against what is wrong, it i8 a challenge which we, on
this side, intend to see how the others on the other
side will face up to.

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr, Speaker,......

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. senior member for St,
Andrew first caught my eyes. Apart from that, the
hon. introducer of the motion has the right of final
reply. "

Hon., A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, I am
speaking on this Bill this afternoon and I want to try
to point out some of the benefits derived from the
existence of the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake for
this country, If the benefits otitweigh the disadvan-
tages, then I ask hon., members to vote on the side
of the benefits. I am dealing with the benefits firstly
in respect of the employees. I am the Minister of
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about, all sorts of frivolous and vexatious excuses Labour in this country, and I know the problems “ {
have been given to him and the man almost went facing the people of this country where unemploy- .
frantic.  The man could be seen on Broad Street day ment is concerned. Mr, Speaker, we have 20,000 peo- ‘
after day with crowds around him telling them what ple in this country either unemployed or under- ﬁ
had gone wrong with him. Does that speak well of employed and it is the duty of the Government to seek .
Barbados? We are saying that the West Indies Hos~ employment and to devise ways and means to find H
pital Sweepstake is either doing honest business or employment for the unemployed people in the coun-
dishonest basiness. try.
3.55 p.m. f
I am not ina positionto excuse all hon. members ‘
on the other side of not knowing of the corruption There is a high incidence of unemployment‘ in
which has gone on in the West Indies Hospital Sweep, Barbados. The West Indies Hospital Funds Limited, 1
Why cannot I excuse them? Mr, Speaker, I will sum I understand, is employing in the region of between '
up at this point. The name of the Queen Elizabeth 27 and 30 people. Statistics from our Economic Sur- S

Hospital has suffered; if not doomed, it has suffered
abroad. What has caused it to suffer abroad? On its
being publicised that it stood to benefit half-million
dollars from the operation of the West Indies Hospi-
tal Sweepstake. As a result of this, many Barbadians,
particularly in the United States of America, saw to
it that they supported the West Indies Hospital Sweep-

veys have pointed out that it costs industry in this
Island $10,000 to employ one person, 'Iherefore, let
us take the 30 people employed by the West Indies
Hospital Funds Limited. If we are |to bringinanin-
dustry or industries to employ, according to the
statistics, these 30 people, we would have to find
$300,000 to put in industry,




““Mr, J. M. G. M, ADAMS: On a point of order,
‘Mr, Speaker, Would the Minister of Labour say what
statistics he has of how much the gambling business
heeds to invest to employ one person? He is talking
about how much industry needs, but we are talking
about a gambling business. His statistics are mean-
!ngleSS. .

IR

© Mr, SPEAKER 1 am-afraid that 1s no point of
order

Hon," A, DaC, EDWARDS 1 was saying, Sir, that

from our statistics that it takes $10,000 to invest in

ar' industry in this country to employ one person, and
now ‘with’ the devaiuation of the pound it will cost
more, The position'1s, {f you close the West Indles
Hospital Sweepstake- (io'wn; you are putting 30 Bar-
badians out of a job. The hon. junior member for St.
Pdter said that these pedple employed at the West
Indles Sweepstake would have to look for jobs. Yes, I
agree that if the West Indles Hospital Sweepstake
is closed down, they would have tolook for jobs, The
question is where are they goingto findthe jobs? The
position is that the hon. junlor member for St. Peter,
perhaps, may be able to employ some of them, but he
camot-employall. Some may go to the hon. junior
éniber for St. ‘Peter and ask him to assist them
thi “looking for a job and some may get a job, but the
mtdjority of them Will find the Ministry of Labour.

* Only this morning I was having discussions with
an'American employer trying to see whether I could
Fihd avenues of empléymeént for some of our unem-
ployed nationals, I may find employment for 50 men
in the U.S.A., as a result of my discussions with the
gentlemen this morning, in another four or five
months But this is only 50 out of 20,000 unemployed

Everybody that ‘'we can find employment for, it is

important to the ecoromy of this country, For every-

one we can place in employment we can say that about
five mouths are being fed. One of the biggest head-
athes of the Government, as I said earlier, is the
question of unemployment. A hungry man, Mr,
Speaker, can be a very vicious man. As a matter of
fact, even some who are full are vicious, The greater
the incidence of ‘unemployment, the more insecure
yo¥; Mz, Speaker, the hon, senior member for the
Gity, the hon. senior member for St. Peter, and all of
us'in’ here, ‘will ‘be’ because as I sald, Mr, Speaker,
a hungry man is a very vicious man, and he must look
for food to eat; if he cannot find food to eat, he must
stel; I am sure that if any ofus in here would enter
our home any night and find one trying to steal what
little we have, if we do have it, he may resort to
viidlence and we ourselves may be the losers.

- The positmn iz ‘that because of the present un-

employment situation in the country, we cannot afford
to place any of our people who are employed out of

eniployment

- Let us take the money paid to the employees at
the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake and see what
happens to that money, Although there are only 30

_people benefitting from the weekly wages or monthly

.salaries, thousands of others benefit from what they

earn, It includes the spending capacity of the fami-
lies.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I rise on a point of
order, Mr, Speaker, Will the Hon, Minister of Labour
say what the labour multipliers in Barbados are? If
the earnings of 27 to 30 peeple can benefit thousands,
what does he take the multiplier to be, if he knows
what that means?

Mr, SPEAKER: That I do not deem to be a point
of order.

Hon. A. DaC, EDWARDS: I said that Iexpect this
sort of interruption. I am going to showhow it bene-
fits thousands of other people. As a matter Of‘f’a‘ct,
it benefits 250,000 people in this country. Iam going
to show the hon, member, I am not an expert in fi-
nance. I am not even a mathematician or even the
Shadow Minister of Finance; but Iam goingto explain

‘to the Shadow Minister of Finance and the House how

it benefits 250,000 people approximately inthis coun~
try. Yes, the funds paid to the workers at the West
Indies Hospital Sweepstake, Mr, Speaker, when they
get their money, they go down to Broad Street, they
spend some of the money they work for. They go into
Swan Street and spend some, They go to their shop-
keepers and they spend some. They go to the
butcher’s shop and spend some, All of these people
with whom they spend this money that they work for
‘at the West Indies Hospital Fund Limited employ
people to work for them, and part of this money is
paid to the employees of the firm at which this money
is spent,

At the end of the year all of these firms in this
country, the stores in Swan Street, Tudor Street -
even the bakers - all of them have to make some sort
of return to the Department of Inland Revenue. They
all make some sort of profit, and 40 percent of their
net profits comes into the Treasury of this Island.
4,05 p.m.

This assists Government in providing hospital
services, social services, education for our people,
repairs to roads and all the facilities which our
Government provides, and the facilities provided by
the Government are provided for the hon. senior
member for St. Peter and the hon, junior member for
St. Peter. The hon, senior member for St, Peter is
getting on as though he does not benefif from it. As
a matter of fact, I may say here, Mr. Speaker, that
some of that very money which the workers at the
West Indies Hospital Sweepstake are working for is
paying the hon. senior member for St, Peter, is pay-
ing the hon, senior member for St. Thomas, is paying
all of us who put our hands out to the Treasury for
even one dollar when the month comes. Regardless
of what it is, Mx. Speaker, it 1s all added up to pro- -
vide facilities in this country to keep the country
going. Therefore, Mr, Speaker, it is adding something
to the economy of this country. If itis only one cent,
it is going to circulate. The Hon. Shadow Minister of
Finance does not seem to understand that one cent can




circulate in a country and add something to the econo-
my of that country.

Mr, J. M. G. M, ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, didn’t the-
Minister hear me ask him what does he takethe la-
bour multiplier to be in Barbados? ‘‘Multipliex’’isa
short word for what the Minister has been talking
about for the last five minutes. Ask him what the
word means. If he did not know, he could have asked
me.

Mr, SPEAKER: What is the point to which my
attention has been directed on which I am being de-
sired to give my decision?

Mr, J. M, G, M. ADAMS: It s a point of elucida-
tion Iam asking the Minister to give way and eluci-
date.

Mr, SPEAKER: In view of the amandment to his
alleged point of order, I think elucidation must refer
to some point made by the hon. member in the course
of his speech which that hon. member is rising to
elucidate,

Mr. J. M, G, M, ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,on a point
of order, that Is true of a point of explanation. Any
hon, member may be heard again under a different
rule from the one at which Your Honour is now look-
ing to explain something he said earlier, but ex-
planation goes beyond interruption. But elucidation
as I take it, Mr, Speaker, is to be found under the
same Rule dealing with interruption. You canalways
interrupt a speaker to ask him to elucidate,

Mr, SPEAKER: No member shall interrupt an-
other member except to elucidate. In other words, to
elucidate some matter raised by that member in the
course of his, l.e., that membexr’s speech.

- Mr, J. M. G, M. ADAMS: With respect, Sir,
““elucidate’® does not mean ‘‘explain’’; ‘‘elucidate®’
means ‘‘ask for an explanation®’, or ‘‘get an explana-
tion from?*, That is the dictionary meaningof ‘‘eluci-
date’’, It does not mean ‘‘explain’’.Icannotelucidate
something I have said, but I can ask somebody else
for an elucidation. That is what the dictionary would
tell us ‘‘elucidate’® means, Mr, Speaker.

Mr, SPEAKER: I am afraid the hon. member
and I do not consult the same dictionaries. I will
refer the hon, member to the Oxford English Dic-
tionary, It is perhaps one of the few good things which
have come out of Oxford,

Mr, J. M. G. M, ADAMS: Send for the dictionary,
Mr. Speaker, and let us put your recollectionof what
it says and mine to the test,

Mr, SPEAKER: I have no intention of embar-
rassing the hon. senior member for St. Thomas, Let
the hon, senior member for St. Andrew proceed.

‘Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS: Thank you very much,
Mzxr. Speaker. I am going to deal, Mr, Speaker, with
the money paid into the Treasury by the West Indies

Hospital Sweepstake. It is my understanding that to
date $1/4 million have been paid into the Treasury
in some form or other by the West Indies Hospital

" Sweepstake. Even if it is said or thought that what is
paid out in salaries could make no impactontheeco-

nomy of this country, I wouldlike to see anyone deny-
ing the fact that $250,000 does mean a lot to this
country. (Mr, MOTTLEY: Which $250,0007?) I said it
is my understanding that approximately $250,000
have already been paid into the Treasury from the
West Indies Hospital Sweepstake, (Mr, MOTTLEY:
Absolutely untrue, It is dishonest to make a state-
ment like that to this House.,) I am saying, Mr,
Speaker, that it is my understand that approximately
$250,000 have been paid into the Treasury from the
West Indies Hospital Sweepstake. That, Mr, Speaker,
is a lot of money in any language.

I prefaced my remarks by saying thatlam going
to deal with this Bill as far as it affects employment
in this country.

(Mr. CORBIN: Man, silence, and let the man
speak, What is wrong?) (Laughter)

Hon. A, DaC. EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, all of us
expressed great concern over the length of time
which the Financial Building took in construction,
We were all concerned about the amount of money
spent on it, We were hoping that that building would
have been completed almost one year ago. (A VOICE:
The money was stolen.) If money was stolen,you had
to find money to replace the stolen money. The longer
that building took in construction, the more money
the Government has had to look for.

4,15 p.m.

One of the reasons that the building took so long
to complete is that some of the people who were em-
ployed did not feel that there would have heen work
elsewhere for them, and they tried to drag along the
work in order to guarantee some sortof employment.
(Mr, SMITH: Employment is not in the Bill. You are
out of order.) I am coming to you now, too,

Mr, Speaker, those people could not afford to be
put out of work; therefore they dragged along the work
in order to remain in employment as long as possible.
The same $250,000 that I mentioned has assistedthe
Government in giving these people employment,

With regard to the hon, senior member for St,
Joseph, since April he came here with a Resolution
asking for the acquisition of Lammings to replace....

Mz, SMITH: On a point of oxrder. Lammings is not
in this Bill, and the hon. senior member for St. Joseph
is not mentioned in this Bill, The Hon, Minjister should
keep to the point,

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: I am keeping to the
point. We are dealing with $250,000; we are dealing
with employment occasioned as a resultof the money
which has been collected from the West Indies Hos-
pital Sweepstake by the Government of this country.
I am saying that since April the hon. senioxr membex
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—for St. Joseph came in here with a Resolution asking
us to acquire Lammings.,..; (Mr, SMITH: I have it
now.) It takes money to acquire Lammings. I would
like to see the hon. senior member for St. Joseph
voting for the closing down of the West Indies Hos-
pital Institution that. is bringing in some sort of
‘revenue to this country to assist the Government in
acquiring L.ammings and to assist in finding employ-~
ment for people in.St. Joseph who couldbe employed
on the preparation. of the site, the re-siting of the
people whose homes are affected in.St, Joseph, the
provision of a playing field at Lammings, and the re-
siting of the St. Bernard's School and all of those
things in St. Joseph. I would like to hear the hon.
senior member for St, Joseph saying that he is not
going to support an institution which is making some
sort of contribution to giving him the things he has
been asking for in St. Joseph.

I am speaking on employment vis -a -vis the money
we get from the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake. We
have our Public Works Department; we have our
Highways and Transport Department, and it takes
money to runthese Departments. What the hon. senjor
member for St. Joseph is asking for is the spending
of money, The hon, senior member for St. Joseph and
all hon. members on the opposite side are talking
about the spending of money. Take, for instance, the
provision of electricity; the installation and running
of wire and so on at Boscobelle, Black Bess and
Coggins Bridge and so on must call for money, It
means that if we donotreceive that $250,000 in taxes
from the West. Indies Hospital Fund, the taxpayers
of this country would have to provide it, When we tax
the taxpayers in this country, you willhearthe same
hon. membexs on the opposite side sayingthat we tax
the chicken backs, we put 4¢ ona spap of rum,.and all
sorts of things will be said about the taxation policy.

We have tried to ease the burden on the tax-
payexs of this country, and if we can find money from
other sources, especlally from hard currency, to
rveduce the incidence of taxation on our nationals,
what is wrong with that? The position is that only
this week or some time last week $18,000 was paid
into the Treasury from the West Indies Hospital
Sweepstake. I am not sure when it was paid in, but I
know that it was paid within the last 10 days. (Mr.
MOTTLEY: They never paid $250,000**) If they did
not pay then, the position is, Mr, Speaker, they are
paying now. What they are paying into the Treasury
is easing the burden on the woman who has children
down in Chapman Lane; the one who owns a house in
Chapman Lane; the one who owns a house in St. Peter,
in Dark Hole, at Black Bess, at Boscobelle, and
places like that, If we are to carry out our works
programme, and if-we are to complete the programme
which we put before the people in 1961 and again in
1966, we have to find the money.

: The position is that if we tax the people more,
the .same hon, member for St. Peter, who is talking
about getting money by hookor crook, willcome here
and say that we have taxed the people too heavily.
Whatever the Government does will be criticised, We

have got accustomed to this by now, The position is
that we are trying to keep taxation as low as possible,

Mr, Speaker, I am notyetfinished with the ques-
tion of employment where the West Indles Hospital
Sweepstakes are concerned. I understand that they
have paid the Advocate $190,000 for printing, It means
that people were kept M employment, and the
Advocate was able to keep the incidence of unem-
ployment down in the printery, and these people did
not have to starve, The children of these people were
able to eat, to go to school, and be clothed, and
several people benefitted from the money paid out
for printing those tickets. Thathas contributed soma-
thing to this country, If it continues we will be re-
ceiving more and more benefits as a result of the
continuation of the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake.

We talk about the Barbados Turf Club, We have
heard hon. members on the opposite side say that
the Barbados Turf Club received nothing froem the
West Indies Hospital Sweepstake, That is true, The
Turf Club received nothing because they did not ask
for anything,

4,25 p.m.

The Barbados Turf Club made no representation
to the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake during the
time they were in trouble, They came to the Gov-
ernment and we gave them two years tax free, Over
and above that - again this is my understanding - I
understand that the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake
are willing now to assistthe Barbados Turf Club only
if representation is made to them. They were willing
to do.so all along, but the position is that no repre-
sentation has, as yet, been made by the Barbados
Turf Club to the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake.
What I would advise hon. members - some of them
who have very close relationship with the Barbados
Tuxf Club, Executive Cominittee members etc, - I
would advise them to advise the Barbados Tuxrf Club
to make the proper representation to the West Indies
Hospital Sweepstake, and if they are denled assis-
tance, then they can criticise the action of the West
Indies Hospital Sweepstake; but is notfair to say that
the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake do not give the
Barbados Turf Club any assistance,lunderstandthat
they are willing even to sponsor a race., They have
approached individuals in this country sponsoring
races and I understand that the West Indies Hospital
Sweepstake are willing to sponsor a race for the Tuxf
Club, But what representation is made? They will go
to.the British American Tobacco Company and say:
“We need a trophy’’. The Company will put $3,000 ox
$4,000 in a race and will buy a trophy; but the posi-
tion is that they have not gone to the West Indies
Hospital Sweepstake and said that they want them to
sponsor a race, whether: it is for a thoroughbred
horse or otherwise, Representation has not been
made by the Barbados Turf Club to the West Indies
Hospital Sweepstake and I am sure - indeed Iam
confident - that some sort of consideration, even
favourable consideration, will be given to the pro-
posals or the representation made by the Barbados
Turf Club, -
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Now, Sir, any country in the world, whether it is
Barbados or Trinidad which 1s in the sterling area,
is proud to have hard currency brought into it. That
is one ‘of the benefits of the West Indies Hospital
Sweepstake, ‘Most. of the business of the West Indies
Hospital Sweepstake is planned from the hard cur-

. rency area and that is what is the desire......

At this stage, it now being 4.30 p.m. of the clock,

"Mz, SPEAKER: It 18 now'the desire to proceed
with Government Business.

SU:PENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, before we en-
tered upon Private Members’ Business, I intimated
to the other side that it is my desire to move the
suspension of certain Standing Orders, and it was the

. desire that Private Members’ Business be first done.

With 'that -understanding, I beg to move the suspen-
sion 0f Standing Orders §, 14, 16, 18, 19, 40 and 45
for the remainder of today's sitting.
Hon, .G. G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second.
‘Mr, HUSBANDS: Mr. Speaker, I have not ;got my
copy of the-Standing Orders here, but I am wonder-
ing if the suspension of the Standing Orders at this

. time is in ‘order. I am seeking information as to

whether, at this stage, the Hon. Minister can move
theé suspension of these Standing Orders, I think that
that i8 controlled by the time Schedule of the sitting.
I do not think that any time the Hon. Leader of the
House may ask permission to move the suspension of
the -Standing Orders, but lam speaking withouthaving
the pertinent Standing Order in front of me, I think
that there is a particular time when the Hon, Leader
of the House has to move for the suspension of the
Standing Orders, As far as I can see, this 1s what
Standing Order 62 says:- -

" ““A question ‘the object or effect of whichmay be
to suspend any Standing Order of the House shall be
‘proposed only with the consernt of the Speaker, either
after notice given or-after the expression of the gen-
eral assent of the House.”

. There is"a Standing Order which deals with the
time for moving the suspension of the Standing Or-
ders. I am seeking Your Honour’s Ruling, Ithink that
we are controlled by that Starnding Order which says
that notice must be given or we must hgve thé ex-
pression of the general assent of the House. I do not
think that any notice has been given or that there
has been the expression of the general assent of the
House in evidence. However, Sir, I do believe that
somewinere in these Standing Orders it says the time
when the Standing Orders should be suspended, I do
mot think that this is the proper ‘time to introduce a

motion “for the suswnsion of the Standmg Orders. i

4,35 p.m,

Agai.n, you see, we are dealing with Miscellane-
ous 62, This is only, probably, something extra and

not direct as to-the time schedule as suspended that

we asked for. Mr, Spea.ker, I wﬂl awaita pronounce»
ment from you,

Mr, SPEAKER: I thought the hon, member would
have sat. It is my ruling that it1is-not out of order at
this stage for the motion to be put that certain Stand-
ing Orders be suspended, The expression of ‘’general
assent’ of the House would be given when the ques-
tion is put and only, of course, then, The motion, as I
understand it, has been duly made for Standing Orders
to be how suspended. :

Hon, members who are in favour will please say
‘““Aye’? and those of the opposlte viewwﬂl please say
“NO k2]

The question was put and re‘s‘olv.e/d in the affirmative, R——

the House dividing as follows-

AYES: Mr, YEARWOOD, Hon. J. C. TUDOR, Hon.
G. G. FERGUSSON, Hon. N, W, BOXILL, Mr, LOWE,
Mz, SPRINGER, Mr. CORBIN Mr, WEEKES tmer.
HOPPIN -9,

NOES: Mr, LYNCH, Mr, MOTTLEY, Mr, HINDS-

Mr.J. M. G. M. ADAMS was called. .

Mr, J. M. G. M, ADAMS (sitting): On a point of
order, Mr, Speaker. I really was getting up to say
something before the question was put. However, what
is the purpose of your going to suspend the Standirg
Orders when operation of them have: already begun
for the day’s sitting?

The list of Standing Ordexrs which areto be sus-
pended is as follows:~

Standing Order 14 - which is really not relevant

' Standing Order 16 - which deals with a definite
matter of urgent public importance.

Standing Order 18 ~“which ‘deals with the prece-
dence of Government Business and shouldbe set
down in such Order as the Government shall
deem fit, -

Standing Order 19 - which deals with notices of
motions,

Standing Order 40 - the second reading of Bills,
and g o

Standing Order 45 - procedure In Commlttee on
Bills,

I have never been able to understand why the
Government wants them suspended, This' i8 ‘what I
was really-asking Government. Is it in orderto sus-
pend Standing Order 14 even though the operution ‘of
it has already begun? What I would like t6 kiow is,
what 18" the purpose of suspending the Standing Or-
ders?
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Mzr, SPEAKER: The hon. member has made his:
point.

NOES (C‘ontznued) M.r. J. M, G. M ADAMS, Mr,
HZ)LDERX, Mr. HUSBANDS; Mr, SMITH, Mr.St.JOHN
- 8. : LR
Mr. SPEAKER: I am informed that nine hon,
members voted ‘‘Aye’’ and 8 hon. members voted
““No’’. Accordingly, I declare that the “Ayeqj’ have
it. That is indicative of the general assent of the
House.

1 will ask that in respect of any Standing Order
which may have been named but which now would
have no effect, it simply has no effect, but it may
negative the effect on any Standing Order which would
relate to the remainder of this day’s proceedings.

' GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that Government Busi,ness be now taken,

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The questzon was put and resolved in the affzrmatwe

the House dividing as follows :-

AYES: Mr, YEARWOOD, Hon. J. C. TUDOR, Hon,
C. E. TALMA, Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON, Hon, A.DaC.
EDWARDS, Hon, N. W, BOXILL: Mr, LOWE, Mr,
SPRINGER and Mr. HOPPIN - 9.

NOES:; Mr, LYNCH, Mr, MOTTLEY, Mr, HINDS,
Mr. J. M, G. M. ADAMS, Mr. HOLDER, Mr,
HUSBANDS, Mr. SMITH and Mr, St, JOdN - 8.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr, SPEAKER: The first Order of the day under
Government Business stand in the name of the Hon.
Leader of the House: To move the House into Com-
mittee of Supply to consider the grant of sums of
meoney for the services of the Island.

Hon, J. C. TUDOR; Mr, Speaker, I beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the
House go into Committee of Supply and that it be an
instruction to the House while in Committee of Supply
to deal with the Resolutions of whichnotice was pre-
viously given earlier today and of which copies have
been circulated.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,

4,45 p.m.
The House went into Committee of Supply.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1967-68 No. 29

| Head 6 - Legal - was cvalledy.

. and other things.

... Homn, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Chairman, supplemen-
tary provision for stationery is required under Head
6. The original provision in the Current Estimatesof
$400 has been insufficient, There has been unfore-

. seen expenditur.é due to the typingof draft legislation

for the Law Revision Commission as well as the
stencilling of Bills for introduction into Parliament

*
I beg to move that Head 6 - L.egal - stand part.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,

Head 15 - Statistical Service - was called.

Hon. J, C. TUDOR: Mr, Chairman, supplemant-
ary provision is required under item 20 (A)which is
a new item (Overtime). The sum of $2,080 is required
to meet the cost of overtime fees in the Statistical
Department for work which is required to be done
outside of normal working hours.

I beg to move that Head 15 - Statistical Service -

-stand part.

Mr. J. M. G. M, ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, we on
this side would very much like to know what the work
involved is, The Minister has just said “‘work"’, 1
hardly heard what he said; it was so quick. What is
this work which has been done outside of normal
working hours in this financial year? What is the
basis.of estimating overtime fees? In any case, what

-employees of the Statistical Department are being

employed to work overtime? I was not aware that
overtime applied to the Statistician grade in the
Public Service. This is a new item altogether, Mr,

Chairman, and would seem to need more explanation
.than the Minister has given us,

“Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Chairman, it appears
that in the Department of Statistics, inadditionto the
normal day-to-day processing of data relatingto such
subjects as migration, trade and employment, the
personhel there are called upon from time totime to
undertake' certain special projects including tabour
force surveys, tourist expenditure surveys and pro-
cessging of statistical data for other Government De-
partménts such as the Inland Revenue and sometimes
the Post Office. For some time now we have requested
- Icannot remember whether the request has been ac-
ceded to - assistance from the Unitéd Nations for a
survey to be made regarding the possibility of
streamlining and centralising these operations by
more Up-to-date data -processing methods, Until this
1s done, thére is a certain amount of overtime work
which the staff and other personnel of the Department
are réqiired to do, and it i3 in connection with this,
as [ have outlined before, that the overtime fees axe
required‘ to be paid.

Mr J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Itis in connection with
the request to the United Nations Technical Assis~
tance in new methods of data -processing!




Hon, J.. C. TUDOR: I did not say that, I said it
was hoped to- get assistance to streamline and cen-
tralise these operations which would make it un-
necessary for extra labour to be put in on the other
“things which I outlined; but until that comes, it was

‘necessary for the personnel of the Statistical Depart-

. ment to work in addition to their normal working
hours, and it is in respect of that additional work
that the overtime fees are proposed.

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, I really
‘must admire the fluency of the Hon. Leader of the
House. He has explained very carefully what work
the Statistical Department does without even be-
ginning to answer what was the reason for the over-
time, It is quite a simple question. What is the extra
work which they have been doing in the course of the
year? It is more to it than this, When you just look
- .at this item, there must be something behind it. There
‘must at some stage have been some question of some
‘Statistics to be got out, of public officers perhaps say-
“ing- that they could not work all those hours, and
-represeéntations made about overtime, because over-

time is not normally payable to public officers of this
grade., There must have been soma argument in the
Statistical Department, and some Government Sta-
tistician must have felt he was being called on to do
more than he was normally being called on to do, A
Department must have been falling down on its sta-
tistics and pushing the Statistics on the Statisticians
‘to do, ‘I cannot help feeling that this payment of
- $2,080 is the result of some dispute,

“I'wonder if the Minister can tell us how many
people are involved in it and how many are receiving
-it, ‘What are the overtime rates? Is it being done on
“g plece work rate? One of the reasons given for
‘giving ‘public servants a salary and not giving them
overtime at this level where they cannot be super-
vised is because you cannot tell & manhow long it is

going-to take him to add up figures or work a calcu-~
lating machine, and one of the reasons for not giving
them overtime is to stop them sitting down for eight
Jours.and putting in two hours to get overtime after-
wards, What we want to get atis what is behind it. Is

it some kind of reward payment? Is this a settlement
of a dispute? Is it one officer concerned? Is it one
foicer. and an assistant concerned, as the case may
be? Maybe the Minister is as muchat sea as we are,
and if he says so, there is nothing more we can do
about it, but I would be glad to hear.

, Hon. J. C. TUDOR Mr, Chairman, I had ex-
plained, as I thought, to the hon, member that in ad-
dition to the ordinary work which the Staff is normal-
1y expected to do, there had been inthe course of the
year certain extra duties required of them for other
Ministries and Departments, other surveys which
had been asked for and which had been done, Now
there ‘Were two ways, as I see it, in which this extra
work could have been coped with: either by the in-
stallation of nmew and more up-to-date machines; or
by the employment of the same personnel outside of
“their working hours; and so far as I can gather, the
latter course was more hnmediately feasible and four
- . persons were employed for a periodof twenty weeks,

éach at a rate of $2.00 per hour, and this brings it
up to the amount of $2,080, The numpber of persons:
one for verifying, two for tabulating, and one for
key-punching. The number of hours per person: in
the case of the tabulator,’ etghteen hours, and in the
case of the other two, eight hours each, and the total
number of hours per week was 36, 8 and 8, a period
of approximately twenty weeks for each of them which
would be 160, 160 and 720, a total of 1,040 hours in
the aggregate, and ata rate of $2.00 an hour making a
total of $2,080. This is all the information I can find
to give the hon. member, and I do not know that it is
as complicated as he may wish us to believe.
4,55 p.m.

The question that Head 15 stand part was put and te-

solved in the affirmative without division, .

Head 20 - Civil Aviation - was called.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Supplementary provision is
required for Head 20, Item 37 (New) Electrical In-
stallations - $4,302. It appears that this amount is
required to complete the installation of a new dis-
tribution board and an emergency alternator switch-
board at Seawell Afrport, Provision was already
made for this during the last financial year, I beg to
move that Head 20 stand part.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.
The question was put and resol'ved in the affirmative
without division., .
Head 27 - Town and Country Planning ~ was called, .

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I beg to move that Head 27
stand part.

Hon., C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The. question was put and resolved in- the. affirmative
without division., .

Head 35 - Public Works - was called. .

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: I beg to move that Head 35
stand part,

Hon, C. E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without divisiin, .

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: I beg to move that a Reso-
lution for $8,118 do now pass.

Hon, C., E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division, .

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 1967~68 No. 30
A Resolutian for 325,000 was called,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: This amount is required to
complete construction of the Caribbean Meteoro-
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. logical Institute at Husbands, St. James, Of this sum,

$21,250 is recoverable because contributions are
also made by other territories, and the amount also
includes what the United Kingdom makes as a con-
tribution on.behalf of the territories of the Associated
States. 1 beg to move that this Resolution do now
pass,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The gquestion was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 1967-68 No. 32

A Resolution for $100,000 was called.

 Hom, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Chairman, this Reso-
lution seeks supplementary provision for items 11
of Head 2 - $85,000 and $15,000 respectively, As a
result of the increase in the number of officers going
on vacation and study leave and consequential acting
appointm:'nts , & further sum is required to meet the
cost of acting allowances and for the provision of
substirutes,

The other sum is for officers who qualify for
leaye passages prior to 1966. They have a certain
riod of grace within which to take these passages
and this has resulted in an increase inthe number of
officers going on leave, This sum is requiredto meet
the demands for the remainder of the financial year, I
beg to move that this Resolution do now pass,
Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,
.- Mr, St. JOAN: Mr, Chairman, we realise that it
is quite a difficult thing to forecast the expenditure
that would be required under an item suchas Item 2,
but to have to come to the House for a supplementary
Resolution to the extent of $85,000 out of an original
estimate of $220,000 seems to us to have been either
extremely bad estimating at the beginning or that
something has occurred which was not foreseen and
should have been foreseen originally,

Now in the Addendum it says that this is as a
result of an increase in the number of officers going
on vacation. Surely, it would be within the compe-
tence of those who are responsible for framing the
Estimates to know, throughout the Service, the
amount of officers who would be eligible for vaca-
tion, It does seem to me that there must be some-
thing further behind thisthanthe reasonthat is stated

) here. It goes on and says: ‘“The costof acting allow-

ances and proviq fon for substitutes for the remainder
of the current financial year.,’

It is known that when there are people acting
for a certain period of time, substitutes will come in
to fill their places; so that, too, can be foreseen, I
wonder if the Minister can tell us whether this un-
foreseen expenditure can be related to any particular
Department or type of Department in the Government.
That would be useful information for us, and then we
would be able to see what is behind this $85,000,

Mr., SMITH: Before the Hon., Minister replies,
I would like to say that I have only seen this Reso-
lution for the first time when the Clerk passed it to
me, ,
5.05 pm.

When it was handed to the Chair by the Speaker
I got up to let the Speaker know that I was not in re-
ceipt of the Resolution when he had put the question, I
did not want to. vote ‘‘No’’ because I did not want to
hold up the Government Business, and the Speaker
i.ngored me. I am very sorry and I hope that he is
around the precincts. of the House so thathe can hear
me. | respect every hon, member in this Chamber
and I demand respect from every hon. member, be he -
Speaker, Chairman of Gommittees or anybody else.
I got up and the Speake:; looked at me and then he took
to his feet and went out of the Chair. I hope that this
is the first and last time that the Speaker does that to
me; otherwise 1 will exercise my democratic right
in this Chamber. He could name or blame. I take it
that this is a disregard of my authority in here. I only
got up to let him know that [did not receive any copy
of the Resolution, but the Clerk has just handed one
to me, I amnot againstthis Resolution; I will let it go
ahead; but I only want the Speaker to know that I hope
that this' will be the first and last time that he does
it to me; otherwise I will exercise my democratic
right in here.

While I am on my feet, | want to say that there
is no one in this world whom I am afraid of, none at
all whatsoever. Now, I-see in here this amount of
$15,000 for leave passages. I wouldlike to know from
the hon, Introducer if these leave pagsages are for
officers who are away from home, their time has ex-
pired and they are going back to look for their fa-
milies, or if this is to pay Barbadian officers to go on
a spree, That is what I:want to know, Is this for the
purpose of paying officers fromoverseas whose time
has expired, for them to return home to look for their
families, or is this for those who were born here,
who worked here and who are living here and you
are giving this to them to go on a spree? I want to
know that.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Perhaps I could just answer
the hon, member who has just sat down firat, This
matter, of course, involves all public officers who are
entitied to acting allowances and who are entitled to
leave passages. There isnodiscrimination with leave
passages above a cextain type of salary; everybody,
whether Barbadian born or any national, so long as
you receive a salary above a certain level, you re-
celve leave passages under certain conditions of
service,

. The hon, senior member for Christ Church asked
as far as I can gather, among which Ministries or
particular departments this bulge, or so-called,
arises, I cannot find any information which tells
me which departments, but all the evidence appears
to be that it is spread gut generally throughout the
Service. I will see if I-can trace something of the
background so as to helpthe hon. member., It appears
that in the 1966-67 Estimates, the sum of $200,000
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was ﬁnﬁvldéd for acting allowances and the payment of because of its proximtty totown,wmxldbe at Roebuck 1
substitutes. Whien'the salaries revision came up in Street. o !
the middle of that finaticial year or towards the end 5.15 p.m. !
of it, an additional $39,000 was put within the Esti- >
mates, and the total expenditure in that year was After a lot of soundings, measurements and what %3
$230,000, It seems from that that the expenditure not, Mr, Chairman, it was then decided that Wey- ¢
pattérn of 1966-67 was properly maintainedthis year mouth, Roebuck Street, would not be the most suitable '
and that at least the same® amount is required. How- place. It is only recently that the Transport Board
ever, the Service Commissions have said that be- came to the decision - atleastthe Government - that ¢
cause of the services provided in this island, it was the Transport Board would  remain In its resting p
impossible for them to make an accurate estimate place, and as a result, we had an officer from Eng- -
of the likely demands of the vote, and expenditure land who was loaned to us by the name of Mr, Jessop .
based on the expenditure at least of the previous who was also very instrumental in helpingusto con- ¢
year was not as they expected it to be. They said struct these buses - and he was also giving us a gen- )
that the expenditure pattern under this vote is some- eral lay-out of what he thought was the most suitable ‘
thing 1like $24,000 a month, Consequently, they esti- place for putting the workshop and soon, As a result
‘mate, for instance, that the estimated expenditure that is why work on the Transport Board has been o
for the perlod from 1st November, 1967, to the 31st lagging for so long. et
March, 1968, is going to be $120,000 andthe balance ;
to the 31st October would be $34,000. They repre- It was not a matter of indifference on my part, i
sent that $85,000 is what they would need between or the Government, or anybody; but the truth was that ;
the 1st November and the end of the financial year. we were getting out plans which would be suitable for
There is no specific case given as to which Minis- the Transport Board, After the first plans, we de-
tries or Departments contribute most of this ex- cided to take the Transport Board down to Deacons ‘
penditure on acting allowances, but you couldhazard Road, but the expense for doing so was in the vicinity ;
that ‘it would miost certainly be true of the Ministry of half million dollars, and we thought that if we had i
of Education with the teachers, and those Ministries to spend that amount of the taxpayers®' money, it
or Departments which employ fairly large profes- would be a wise thingto spend it wisely and not spend
8lonal staffs, It would appear to me, from what I know it for the sake of spending it, As a result of that,
of the problem, that the expenditure is justified be- the Transport Board yard became worse than soms i
cause of the nature of the problem and the difficulty people’s backyard when it rained, I have warnedthem, M
which the Service Commissions have found in esti- and they have agreed, that one morning we might get ‘J
mating accurately the expenditure pattern. up and discover that the workers of the Transport Q
Board - not that they went on strike, but they said & |
The question that this Resolution do now pass was put that they were not coming to work under those con- 1
and resolved in the offirmative without division. ditions, which would be fair. Well, it did happen one é
EEEE morning, as everybody knows. The workmen saild ;
S ’ that they were not going to work.
“SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 1967-68 No, 34
e ‘ As a result of this,lamaskingthe House to give
COMMUNICATIONS AND WORKS approval to this vote as expeditiously as possible so :
- TRANSPORT BOARD that we can start and havethe yardpaved and drained 4
‘ ' ] so that even If it rains, the water would run off im-
A Resolution for the sum of 856,000 was called . mediately and would not cause any problem with the
' workers.,
Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr, Chairman, as the Ad- il
defiirn sets out, the amount of $56,000 is required As you know, the workers do not work in Church’s
to supplement Head 102 of the Capital Estimates to or Saxons’ shoes; they work' in old shoes; and the
meéet the cost of financing the fixst phase of improved moment it begins to rain it means that the workers
gccommodation for the Transport Board, It is pro- are going to get sick because the water seeps into the
posed to undertake the second phase during the next: shoes that they wear, As a result of that, I am appeal -
finaticial ‘year. The first phase includes clearingand ing to the members of the opposite side, There is
raising yard and roadways; paving and drainage, The nothing wrong in asking any question which they want
setond phase will take care of new offices and work- to ask; but I think it is a cléar-cut case, And since
shop ‘accommodation and ancillary services. Any some of them have friends working upthere and they
person who has passed by the Transport Board re- would not like to see them get sick with pneumonia,
cently will be aware that since we have been having I am asking that they expedite this matter for us,
the rains”- anybody will agree with me that the area
of the yard as a whole is nothing more than a quag- Sir, Iam moving that this Resolution do now pass.
mire. That is so whenever we get rain, The place :
is not really suitable for any human being to go to Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,
work in. Members of the Opposition may ask if that ‘
is the case, why we did not do something before, The Mr, HUSBANDS: Sir, I will give the Resolution
reason is simply this, that after the Jaycees offered - my blessing. I will inform the Minister ofthis at the
the ‘Government money to put up a Stadium, every- outset, This deals with the accommodation for the
body thought that the best place to put the Stadium workmen of the Transport Board.
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This is a question for the Minister,Several buses

are now being accomimodated in the St, Peter Girls’
School yard in Speightstown, It appearsthat they want
to make it a permanent bus terminal, a regular bus
stop, and a turning around place for these buses, The
St. Peter’s Girls* School yard is a sandy area, and
pools of water settle whenever more than ordinary

 drizzles fall,

I do not think that the St. Peter Girls® School
yard is a proper place for the buses to be housed.
It seems to me thatthey are sobent on retaining it as
such, that they'have installed light so that when these
come there, the drivers can see exactly where to park
without a collisiontaking place: but, atthe same tims=,
this school is suffering,

As a matter of fact, there are some bus drivers
that seem to forget that Major Walkis a public high-
way, and, Mr, Chairman, you know what I would do?
If a bus is parked there, and you toot-your horn and
the bus driver would not move for youto go up, I have

" promised to create a test case out of it, If a bus

driver refuses to give me passage to Major Walk, I
am going to the District “E*’ Police Station and bring
down ‘a Police Sargeant and make him' put the bus
driver in court. This is a public highway.

If you go so far as to use the St, Peter's Girls’
School yard as a bus terminal, you are infringing
on the rights of the Ministry of Education, Well, if
one : Minister tolerates’ that, that still is not good
enough for me.

-Ag far as-the bus drivers parking inyour way in
such a way as to prevent the free flow of traffic, I
am going to promise the Government to bring a test
case whenever I am beingembarrassed from passing
into Major Walk in Speightstown. It is not good
enough. The school yard should not be a bus park.

While I am going to give this Resolution my
blessing, I am going to draw it to the attention of the
Minister, as 1 have done before, that it is not good
enough. I do not know what plans Government has;
but the St. Peter’s Girls® School yard should not be
a bus parking place,

They have a watchman. I will say that he does
his job. Somie time ago, I had business to be out late
at night as I came from Bridgetown; and whenever I
drop in at a friend whom I have at Major WalK and
whenever I pass there, the watchman is awake and
alert, Nobody can steal a bus, because a bus is a big
thing, But, I know, what happens is this. There are
no cleaners in Speightstown nowadays. When the
buses remained at Weymouth, they used to have

cleaners, and when a bus hadfinished its day's work,

the g:leaners went into it and cleaned it; but no
cleaners go on any bus in Speightstown now.

Now, these buses park In the St, Petexr's Gixls’
School yard in Speightstown, and that school suffers
every half an hour because they come right down and

turn around in the yard during the school hours..l

do not know how the Headmistress gets on with her

work. I do not know if it is any business of the Min-
istry of Education or not, I do not know; maybe, it is
no business of the. Ministry of Education. What [ am
saying, I know of,

I am asking the appropriate Minister to have
this matter settled. See to itthatas far as the North-
ern end is concerned - the Speightstown end of it,
where the buses park in the St; Peter Girls® School
yard, that there is proper accommodation for these
buses. This sort of slipshod accommodation is not
good enough, They are watched; they are not cleaned
properly, Human beings have to travel onthem every
morning, This is not good enough for public transport
in Barbados.

5.25 p.m.

I am just bringing that to his attention, because
that is incidental, and it is a matter of Government
bus transport., ’

Mr, St, JOHN: Mr, Chairman, I rise to ask the
Hon., Minister if he could ‘inform us as to when the
new buses for which we passed some money in this
House some time ago will be pressed into service
at the Transport Beard: I do this because in my
constituency, like the constituency of the Hon.
Minister of Education and the Hon. Minister of Health,
there is a tremendous problem, particularly from
Silver Sands to Bridgetown. It is a-very populated
area, and it is well known that there is a shortage
of buses on that route in particular. It is one of the
most remunerative routes on the Transport Board
Service, and there is gredt demand for it.

I myself have been trying to find out from the
Transport Board when they would press into sexvice
the new buses, as they have been always telling me
that they realise it ig'a remunexrative route and that
the services there are not up to the standard which
they would ltke the service to be upto; but they were
still awaiting the new buses which they have not got
yet. I saw some time ago in the Press that some of
the parts for the new buses which were being built
locally will soon be delivered; so I would really like
to know and to hope that the service on that route
would be improved intime for Christmas or,at least,
for the New Year.

Mr, HOLDER: Mr,Chairman, I do not want to de-
lay this Resolution. It has got all my good wishes. I
will begin by saying that when the Minister used the
words that the road leading into the Transport Board
is a quagmire, he had better say it is a lake. I was
there just a few days ago, and Iwas surprised-to think
that a condition lke that existed up there. I dil not
go into the buildings; I just went down the roac and I
had to hold up my pants to get down, I read some
time ago that they intend t6 move the Transport
Board from there; but i they intend to move it, they
should not allow the roadway to get into such a bad
condition when there are bufldings being pulled down
all around, and they could getsome old stuff, I do not
think the Minister used the right word.He was bash-
ful to say it was apure lake.l was glad I had seen it,
as I intended to ask a question in the House if we had
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met last Tuesday; but to my great surprise, two days
afterwards [ read that the Secretary of the Barbados
Workers’ Union and the Minister of Tourism had
visited, and I was exceedingly glad. The conditions
under which those workmen work there are something
appalling, and I do haope that they will do something,
December is around the corner, and we get lovely
raing around December,*Go right along and harden
the road, and where you are about to pave, go right
ahead and do it! Iagree withthe Minister; it was past
a quagmire; it was a lake,

Mz, SMITH: Mr, Chalrman, when it comss to
motor vehicles, accommodation and things of that
sort, you are talking up my street, and they should be
fixed right, Now, Sir, I cannot let the Minister get
away with the statement that the expectation of this
boxing arena and things of this sort prevented them
from doing so before, Up there was in that condition
long ago. It makes me believe now that, since
the big boss of the Union stepped in,the Minister got
frightened and rushed in here with this overnight
Resolution, It should have been fixed long ago, but the
big boss can frighten a lot of them.He even frightened
himaelf and that is whathappened. Anyhow,lam very
glad to see that the Minister has seenfit to make the
conditions up there for the workers and everybody
safer,

Now, Sir, whilst we are on transport, Ithink you
will remember that as a boy we had the tramcars
running and they used to run up White Park Road and
all up Bank Hall, and they were pulled by two mules.
Now, Sir, since we have mechanically-propelled ma-
chines, the Government has abandoned transport from
Bank Hall Cross Road and down White Park; but in
the days when we hadthe mule-drawntramcars, peo~
ple up there were considered, and rightly so., Now,
Sir, we have people and workers, and the youth of
Barbados - whom we heard so much about last Sunday
afternoon, going to school at Washington School in
Strathclyde and at Rudder’s School; and these chil-
dren have to walk from Strathclyde all the way down
to the bus-stand in Fairchild Street - ox very nearly
down to the Deep Water Harbour. These are the youth
that the Prime Minister appealed tolast Sunday, Now
do not let us forget them now. They are still young
now. Now we have people living in the districts there
who have to go to work, and go into town, I am draw-
ing this to the Minister’s attention, and I hope he is
listening. Some mornings ago, I was travelling up
Passage Road, the rain was drizzling, and I saw a
woman running like anything up Country Road, and
when I got to her I stopped and asked her what had
happened, and she told me she had to xun up by the
Coca Cola building to catch a bus, because if she did
not try to catch it then, she - would have to walk down
to the bus stand to catch a bus to get to the St,
Michael’s Infirmary and she would arrive late. Now
this woman came from Passage Gardens, Youcan see
if a bus was passing that way, she would be able to
take it, go into the Fairchild Street terminal, whether
or not the rain was falling, and then on to the St.
. Michael’s Infirmary. Again, I was coming down some
time ago and I saw an old man on a stick, and I

‘the people a bus service all through the day, then give

* $1.00 from this amount as a mark of protest against

stopped and asked him where he was going, and he !
said he would like to get to the Queen Elizabeth . !
Hospital, but there was no bus passing that way and !
he hoped someone would come along and take him up. » e
I put him in my car andtookhim to the Queen Eliza- :
beth Hospital. y
5.35 p.m. f

It is all right to say: ‘‘Do not put a bus on this ‘
route®’; it is all right to take it off, but it is unkind
to deprive the people from those districts of a bus
service. You have the Garden Land, Passage Gar-
dens, Strathclyde - everybody inStrathclyde does not
have a motor car, Several people need the bus ser-
vice. I know of a man who has to drive from Colly-
more Rock and go to Bank Hall to take his sister into
town to her job.

P
.
-

Now, Sir, 1 feel that it is unfair to those people.
You have sufficient people up there, and you should
not discontinue the bus service from Bank Hall Cross
Road right down to White Park. You have the Local
Government Office up there, and the entire staff do
not have motor cars. These people have to walk from
up there into town. You have the Empire Club up
there and so on, There is a bigvillage just above the
Local Government Office, I cannot remember the
name of it at the momeant, but I think it is Yearwood’s
Tenantry, and the people have to walk to Towa.

It would not cost the Government anythingto run
a bus service in thatarea, The Government would not
lose anything; it would make money, You have any
amount of children at the Washington High School
and at Rudder’s school. If you are not going to give

»
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them a bus service during the peak hours and during
school hours. Let us putabus service at the disposal
of these people.

I think I have saidsufficient for now, butI amnot
stopping here. I am not satisfied about this matter.
I have to be moving these people, and I have moved
two of them already. I have taken one to Roebuck
Street to catch a bus, and I have taken an old man to
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. I am not above doing
that; I am only too glad to do that because it will be
giving me a chance when I am moving into the City
of Bridgetown for a seat. Iwill standa chance; I may
have to run for the City of Bridgetown, I do not know
waat is likely to happen, but lam saying that the Gov-
ernment and the Minister should see to it that a bus
is put up there,

of

Sir, for those reasons I have to be serious. I am
moving the reduction of $1.,00 from this vote as a
mark of protest against the Government for depriving
these people of the service of a bus. It would have
been a different thing if a bus service was never
there. A bus service was there before. There was
always a service even when we had tram cars. Today
these people are deprivedofany kind of service, I am
asking the Government to reconsider putting back the
bus service. In order to show the Government that I
am serious, I respectfully beg to move a reduction of
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the withdrawal of the bus service from Bank Hall
. Cross Road to Bridgetown.

L d

Mr. HINDS Mrt Chairman, in seconding the

,motion for the Ieduction 0of $1.00,Iam glad to see that

the yard at the ‘Transport Board is now going to be
paved because it is ‘expected, as we know, that new
buses will soon be dellvered by the Acme Engineer-
ing Firm at Grazettes, and it is expected that the
Prime Minister will be driving the first of those
buses, 1 would llke to see all of the pot-holes in the
Tra.nsport Board. yard levelled so that he would not
go into any ditches. At least the Prime Minister is

_tlymg to show that he will be complying with the law,
"because he has seen to it that he has a Transport

licence to drive a bus; he did not have it before, but
he has looked after the matter quite recently.

Now, Mr. Chalirman, the question of the buses
and the paving of the Transport yard brings to our
mind that quite recently the poor school children were
being turned here, there and everywhere they could
not get any 5¢ tickets At the time the conductors on
the, various routes called on them to pay the normal
fare that other passengexs were paying, Ido not think
that it was altogether fair to the school children be-
cause, as we know, many of those children were
forced into taking money that was normally glven to
them to buy lunch and use it for subsidising their bus
fares. It meant then that they were able to drive to
gchool; but their lunch, as you know, would not be
there at lunch time.

It is a situation which, I think, the hon, Minister
should look into in order to seethatit does not occur
in the future, and especlally due to the fact that, I
think, he has seen by now that all the tickets that are
needed can certainly be printed locally, We do not
see the necessity any longer - if it is still obtaining
~ for the Transport Board to have tickets printed
overseas., ‘

Apart from that, Mr, Chairman, there are com-
plaints coming out of the Transport Board from
conductors and drivers that they are being denied
promotion. Quite recently conductors and drivers
were overlooked - men who had done 10 or more
years - and other were brought in over their heads.
I am sure that such a situation is causing some un-
easiness i.n the employment of those people.

There is also the case where cars belonging to
the Transport Board are being used to drive about
the families ‘of certain employees of the Transport
Board while conductors on their way to work cannot
bs given a lift in the same cars, and drivers who
would be glad to get a lift home by the same Trans-
port Board’s cars cannot be accommodated. But one
can imag'lne how those same drivers and conductors
must feel when they can see the cars being used for
trunsporting to and: from work ~not to and from work
at the Transport Board, but to and from work for

‘other employers in Bridgetown. The families of those

people are being taken in those cars.

N

Those are things that we would like to see some
check being made on in order to bringabout not only
the case of paving the yardto make the workmen feel
more comfortable, We are glad for all of that, We
hope that the engineers have given careful considera-
tion to, the possibility that when they raise the yard
the water would not run off the yard into the main
floor of the building. We Jaow that Weymouth has
glven considerable cause for concern where water
and drainage are concerned.

5.45 p.m.

That has been going on for many years and we
hope that enough attention has been given to that phase
of the matter so that with raised yards and the like,
we will not be faced with the situation of having to find
money to ralse floors so as to prevent the water
from going into the building. There are cases where

. conductors and drivers find that members of the

public make complaints to the Manager of the Board

against them, I am not going to say that the behavi-

our of every conductor or driver of a bus is all that
is to be desired, but we find that the management of
the Board finds itself in a position of the Board
having gone so low in attempting to put it back on
these people that reports are received from members
of the public against these drivers and conductors -
and these reports are often by telephone, some have
been by letters; but on no occasion, as far as I can
gather, has a conductor or driver been tried or
called. by the management to answer any charge or
complaint that has been made against him on no
occaslon has he had the opportunity of being called
to face the person who made the complaint originally,
What I understand is that immediately the manage-
ment receives a complaint, it is taken for granted
that the conductor or driver is atfault,I do not think
that conductoxrs and drivers could always be at fault.
There are times when they will be wrong; but is not
fair to them that very often.they are laid off or sus-
pended for two weeks without pay, which is wrong.

Somebody merely telephones the management
of the Board and makes a complaint against a con-
ductor, but the person never appears to answer any
question. I know that passengers on buses provoke
conductors and drivers, They cando things which are
not falr to these people and then runto the telephone
and make a complaint; and the moment that a com-
plaint is made, the Management of the Board assumes
that the driver or conductor is wrong.

Another thing which has happened with con-
ductors on buses is this: I would be glad if the Min-~
ister could have some sort of in service training for
these conductors, In those buses where you have to
go from seat to seat in order to collect the fares,you
will find that a conductor stands behind a passenger
and assaults that passenger by touching him or her
in the back when he wants to collect the bus fare. I
do not think that that is good enough. If these cases
were looked into at this stage, I feel that that would
make for better relationship between the prssengers
and the conductors and drivers, and much of the un-~
pleasantness which is complainted of would be re-




- duced, The conductor and driver at times find that
they have complaints to make, They firsttryto draw
a matter to the attention of an Inspector or Super-
visor or whatever youmay call him, onthe buses, but
it is not yet known that conductors and drivers have
found in the Inspectors the protection which they seek
on such occasions. As Lhave said before, it is not al-
ways that the conductor, and driver will be wrong;
sometimes they will be wrong, and members of the
public will be wrong sometimes; but if an Inspector
would discharge his functions impartially, it might
be anoccasion where the Inspector has the opportunity
of seeing the passenger or person who claims to be

offended; it may be the person against whom a con- .

ductor or driver might have complained. It has hap-
pened that conductors and drivers, whentaken before
the Management, called on these Inspectors to give
an account of what had happened or what had been
reported to them, and for some unknown reason the
Inspector feels that if he says anything which would
be in the interest of the driver or conductor, the
Management would act in a manner towards him
which will find him remaining at a particular salary
scale much longer than he would remain there,or he
would not be given the opportunity to supervise others.
What we are concerned with is this; there is not that
machinery to know the Manager who is always jump-
ing, and the moment he hears something complained
of, he says that the conductor or driver is wrong.
Persons who complain against conductors or drivers
should avail themselves of the Board, or the Manage -
ment should make these people available to assist
in bringing about a falr trial, It is the conductor or
driver who stands to lose a week’s pay or two weeks’
pay, as the case may be.

On the question of this bus service on the White
Park -BankHall area, it is hardly necessary for any-
one to say anything to bring this to the attention of
the Minister, There isno doubt that people - and poor
people - live in the avenues off the main road, They
are the ones with whom we must be personally con-
cerned,

5.55 p.m.,

These poor people - men and women - have got
to reach their jobs and have got to return home, Due
to the fact that they live near the City, so to speak -
and it 1s cheaper because of the econom!'cs of the
situation concerning them - they have got to try and
return home to get their midday meal, It is much
more inexpensive for them to return home and par-
take of their meals with what the other members of
the family are sharing than to go tothe shops or one

of the restaurants in the City and pay the cost of a
lunch.

We all are in favour of the workers - drivers,
conductors, clerks, whoever they may be - being
given conditions under which they can work because
we feel that the more conditions they are given, the
more we can expect from them in return, Except for
the fact that I second the motion for the reduction
by one dollar of this vote, we are very glad to see
that something is being done to get the yard of the
Transport Board looking like what it ought to have
been long ago. ' ‘

Hon, N. W, BOXILL: Sir, it is true that the
House of Assembly is a place of debates,and I would
be the last person to expecttocome in here and pass
a Resolutfon without some form of debate onft; but [
would also be the last person to expect, just for the
sake of debating, that a simple matter like this would
be held up with a lot of inaccuracies,

In reply to the various questions, the hon, senior
member for Christ Church asked about the reason
why the Silver Sands bus route is not adequately sup-
plied, I cannot support that statement, Only a week
ago, I was on the Hastings® route,and I counted somae-
thing like five buses, one behind the other com'ng
down that route from Silver Sands and this was within
ten minutes.

SIUE——— | WS- ’ e B o 2, s g T e s b

The hon, member also said that we have voted . <« .4

this large amount of money to build bus bodies and
asked when they would be ready, To be truthful,
1 do not know: but I can tell him that the reason is
simply this. The Acme Engineering Works, a firm in
Barbados, undertook to build these buses, Let me say
here and now that from what I have seen of these
buses, they are stronger than what I see bulilt by the
Bedford people. The stress panel Is of a thicker ma-
terial, I believe that we would get a better bus ser-
vice; but the reasons why we have not got the buses
as has been stipulated by Mr, Butcher are these.

One is that this is the first time that Mr.
Butcher, the manager of the Acme Engineering
Works, has ever been building buses like these; 80
while he is building, he is learning. And secondly,
while building, Mr. Butcher is re-tooling. When we
move to get the second set of buses, we would get
them in far less times than it took to build the first
set.

Another thing is that we in Barbades mustnever
be too quick to run down our fellowman, We must give
Mr, Butcher a chance with these buses to hit the road.
The only way you are going to know that this bus is
a locally built bus is, most likely, that it would be a
stronger bus, The junior member for St, Peter said
that he heard the Prime Minister had a licence for
driving the first bus. That is my prerogative,

However, - Sir, I hope I have satisfied the hon,
member, I repeat, the reason why Mr. Butcher has
taken so long to finish these buses i8 because he is al-
most feeling his way. Mrx, Jessop, the person whom I
spoke of first, has given us invaluable service in the
building of these buses, and he has commended Mr,
Butcher for the remarkably good job he is doing. It
is my belief that you will getthese buses for Christ-
mas, or before Christmas, o

Now, in reply to the hon. senior member for St.
Peter, he said that the buses are being kept in
Speightstown. Yes, the buses are being kept in
Speightstown, but they are kept there from a humani-
tarian point of view. Most of the drivers and con-
ductors who work on these buses live in the Speights-
town area; and in order to facilitate these people,
it would be inhuman to expect these people to drive
a bus up to Bridgetown and then find their way back
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to Speightstown, It would mean that they would have
to keep two homes, and on that kind of pay you really
cannot keep two homes, That is where you get this
bad 1living. For all that you may get more trouble
than leaving the buses down there, I

The hon, member talked about the buses not being
kept clean, I cannot say ‘‘yes’ or ‘‘no’’to that state-
ment, but what 1 know is thatyouhave 16 or 18 buses
which are keptthere at night, Wehave a watchman for
these buses in Speightstown. I do not know what he
does besides watching, If, as the hon, senior mem-
beri:for St, Peter said, these buses are not cleaned,
I would-look into the mattexr for him,

Now In reply to the hon, senior member for St.
Joseph, first of all, Iwould say to him that the reason
why I came down:with this Resolution is because I
want to help the people at the Transport Board, It
is' not because that:one Mc.Guffy came and saw me
that I got scared. It has always been said of me that I
know no-fear, But on the 2nd September, the manager,
Mr, Hill, drew to my attentionthe deplorable state of
the:yard. My Parliamentary Secretary, Mr, Harewood
- he was then the technical director - Mr, Thompson,
and-somebody else journeyed down there, It was a
rainy day when we could have seen the conditions,
We saw for ourselves; and immediately after Icame
bac¢k, Inotified the Cabinet that we wouldhave to coma
toi.the House with a Resolution to get this money, I
dtd ‘know it was that amount of money. I said that
we: could not leave the Transport Board yard in the
state in ‘which it was, because one morning we might
wake:up and find -that the people have gone not on
strike - but just say they' cannot work under these
conditions, The Workers Union has absolutely nothing
to do with this matter, It is only since I came back
from Trinidad that the Union Representative cam=
and saw me and brought to my attention what I knew
already. As he 1is representing the people, it is his
duty to come and say something,

I must say to the hon. senfor member for St,
Joseph that he is erroneously wrong when he said
that Route 24B belongs to the Government or that the
Government is responsible for that route, That route
was once run by the Federal Motor Bus Company.
6.05 p.m. : . ‘

< :Route 24B does not belong to the Government
and has never been run by the Government, as far as
I know. ‘Route 24B used to be run by the Federal
Bus Company. Mrs, Rock, who has the Rocklyn Bus
Company, has taken over the route which has only
been stopped because of the Mitchell people digging
up the road. The Government never stopped Route
24B. 1 would be the last person to do that, but I will
tell you what happened, Route 24B used to go from by
the Library up White Park, up Bank Hall, turn left
down by the Roxy Theatre, turn left down Eagle Hall
and’ down to the Princess Alice Bus Stand; but there
were quite a number-of people including the con-
cessionaire and the concessionaire’s representative,
Mr, Sandiford, who came to me and told me things
concerning’ the route, Mr, Sandiford sald that the

|

route was not lucrative, and I have good reasons to
believe this because he putan inspector to check, and
people were complaining that the route was not ser-
ving its purpose because the route stopped by the
Library and they had to walk into town.

Now our big problem is really this:Ican get the
buses into town, but Icanrmbt get them out of town. We
do not want the buses to go down by the Wharf, and
that {s why we moved the buses from the Fairchild
Street terminal, because despite the fact that it has
not happened yet, one day a bus may go over the side
and some of our loved ones may be in it, and that is
why we object to the buses going down there with
passengers, The buses can go down there empty.
Since then I have had in Mr, Sandiford and Mrs.
Rock, and I am doing everything in my power to get
the buses in and out of town in a mannex that would
be feasible to us and to the general public, She wants
the route changed. All this we are going into, and we
want to have it for her before Christmas, I met her
at a funeral a few days ago and she brought it up
again, and I told her we were working on it. We also
had talks with the Commissioner of Police who would
most likely have to have one of the routes changed.
We are deeply concerned about this; so it'is not fair
to make a statement to the House that either the
Government or myself is unmindful of the people in
Bank Hall, or that we hdve taken buses off,

Furthermore, there is also another route runby
the Elite Company whichpasses by the Globe, goes up
by Glendairy, across by Combermere school, down
Bush Hall and turns left at the corner back Into Bank
Hall, Whereas Route 24 B used to go up White Park
and turn left, this route comes down and turns the
other way. Sometimes another bus could comie that
way and turn up and reverse the route,

Mr, Chairman, the hon. member must not there-
fore make this statement, though I believe he made it
in earnest without knowing that it is not me or any-
body on this side of the House who has stopped this
route. It was because of the Mitchell Construction
Company digging up that part of Bank Hall - which
you can - see for yourself if you were to go up there.
You will notice that the buses were going up through
Barrack Road and coming out somewhere inthe back
and coming down, I am extremely sorry thatthe hon,
member made that mistake because we really didnot
do it.

Now the hon. member said that the tramcars
used to run up Bank Hall, I remember the tramears
as a boy, because the tramcar station was up by the
Electric Company, and as far as I know they used to
run from Bridgetown to St. Lawrence, from Bridge-
town to Black Rock, and, I think, across Belleville,
There was no tramcar up Bank Hall or running up
Bank Hail, The hon. member had not come into town
yet; so I excuse him for that. I think that satisfies the
hon. membex, but I want to assure him that I am doing
everything within my power.

I have just told my Permanent Secretary to try
and ‘get a meeting between now and Friday with the




Comimissioner of Police to try and get ahead with this,

matter. We bring buses through Magazine Lane, but
the .trouble is that we cannot go back through Maga-
zine Lane because we would be disrupting old es-
tablished firms such as Herbert’s Lumber Yard, We
have to take all these things into consideration, They
are Barbadians, too, and we cannot, because we feel
they are rich, put them eut of compliance, because
the first thing they would do would be to lay off all the
people and then say that the Government chased them
away; and we know how the Government gets blamed
for everything, If the hon. member canhelp me with a
solution in getting the buses from the terminal back
out of town, I am willing to accept it, and as soon as
we are finished, he can come over and tell me and I
will put it up.

Now, Mr, Chairman, in reply to the hon, junior
member for St. Peter who mentioned something about
tickets, all I can say about it is this: the Transport
Board was short of tickets, but it was not the fault
of the Transport Board, because the Board does not
control the British Government or strikes in Britain.
There was a strike in Britain and that is what held
up the tickets, because they are printed in Britain;
they are not printed here, and that is why they ran
out of tickets,

Another thing he mentioned, and I want to bring
this to the attention of the House, is the question of
promotion, Promotion at the Transport Board has
absolutely nothing to do with the House ox with me
as Minister. I have appointed a Board, and the Board
in turn picks a Manager who is responsible to the
Board, The Manager can hire and fire whom he likes
when he likes, It is a matter for the Board or the men
who have been hired or firedto jointhe Union, and all
of them are Union represented, so far as I know; so
do not comes in the House and talk about promotion.
I am absolutely nothing to do with whether the Trans-
port Board employs Hitler, Eichmann or Churchill
or Oppenheimer. I am interested in seeing that the
general public is serviced, If you find that a bus is
not servicing a route,reportthatto meand I will talk
to the Chairman and tell him he must put a bus on
the route, If you find you donot get a bus in time,that
{s for me. But when you come to tell me about pro-
motion, I do not know who works there,and I can tell
you and the hon. senior member for Christ Church
who is a friend of the Chairman, that since I have
been the Minister of Transport, I have never asked
anybody at the Transport Board for any job,because
I know I am not going to get anybody employed there,
since they would feel he has come up there to spy; so
I do not worry to waste my time, I tell anybody who
gets dismissed from the Transport Boardnotto come
to me, because [ was not thexre when they were hired,

and I am not going to be there when they are fired. Let
them go to the Union. I do not interfere with the
Transport Board. If this used to happen with a pre-
vious Government, I can assure the House it is not
happening in my time, or has never happened in my
predecessors on this side. We do not interfere with
the running of the Transport Board, and anybody who
thinks so is barking up the wrong tree.Promotion is
a4 matter for the Board. If the hon. member has any

problems about promotion, let him go and see the
Board instead of writingall this filth inthe ‘‘Truth’.,

Mr, HINDS: Mr, Chairman, on a point of order,
I must draw to your attention......

Hon, N. W, BOXILL: There is really noneed for
that, Mr. Chairman, I beg to withdraw that remark.
I would just like the hon, junior member for St, Peter
to realise that he likes to speak and eulogise om
everything, but he cannot be a champion for every-~
body. Even Joe Louis did not have everybody follow-
ing him or Jack Dempsey; so he should not get up
in here and make us believe that he is representing

the poor, To prove the point, we were returned twice; -

so the poor are with us,

The hon. member went on to say that the Manager
was, not inept, but a bundle of nerves when things go
wrong, That, Mr, Chalrman, is no concern of the
Democratic Labour Party; that is a matter for the
Board, We have appointed a Board and we allow them
a free hand. The Board employs whom they want, 1
think I have answered all the questions thathave been
posed at me as adequately as I can; but if there is
anything I have forgotten and anybody wants to raise
it, I will be glad to answer it,

Mr, SMiTH: Now, Mr, Chalrman, the Hon. Min-
Ister said that I made som= erroneous remarks, and
then he said I was not in town too long. Anyhow I am
very glad, because if I had been I would be in gaol,
The Hon, Minister said that tramcars never ran up
Bank Hall. I wonder if he knows where is the be-
ginning and ending of Bank Hall, I will bet him my
seat against his that the tramcar used to run up
White Park and up Bank Hall,

6.15 p.m,

All the same he was too high up, and his mother
could not let him -omse into Town, Icame late, but he
could not come at all; I was intime to see where the
tram used to run, He says that he is not responsible
for the bus not running up that way and it is not the
route of the Transport Board.

Hon, N. W, BOXILL: On a point of order, I did
not say that I was not responsible for the buses run-
ningupthere. I never said that at all, I said that the
Government does not run the route up there. I said
that the route was run by some concessionaire before
and now that the ‘‘Rocklyn’’ has it, the buses would
run on 24 B. There was a lot of inconvenience be-
cause of the road.

Mr, SMITH: Government is responsible for the
transport of this Island, I am nothing to do with any
concessionaire; 1 am something to do with the Gov-
ernment. That bus route was taken away during the
change over,

Hon, N. W, BOXILL: On a point of order. I have
explained to the hon. senior member for St, Joseph
that that route has not been taken away from anybody..
The Rocklyn Bus Company is responsible for Route
24 B, and he must not insist in these irrelevancies
and keep saying that the route has been taken away.
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Mr. SMITH: I do not know anything about any.

route 24 B or C or D. I want to know why the bus is
not running from Bank Hall Corner, Sobers Corner
all the way down. ‘White Park to Bridgetown, That is
what I.am speaki_ng about, If it is 24 B, C, or D, that
is what I am speaking about, No bus is running there
now, Why is a bus not on that route? That is what I
want to know. If you do not know why it is not run-
ning, then you must see to it and get it on the road
at once, That is all youhaveto do. [ have complained
about it; the people are complaining about it. I have
complained about the sams route already in this
House, Speaking subject to correction,.....

Hon, N, W. BOXILL: On a point of order. I do
not know if the hon. member will give way, because
I do not want to keep jumpingup and interrupting him.
I have said that the people themselves - he repre-
sents . people, and so do I - made.representations to
me that they did not like the route. I pointed out to
them that the route was from the Library, up White
Park, turn left at Sobers Corner, turn left down by
tlje Roxy Theatre, turn left again down Eagle Hall
and so on, The people said that they did not like that
route and they would prefer the bus to go to Codring-
ton and back to Town.

1 have explainedall of thistohim I have told him
that the reason the bus did not coms into town is that
we were finding it difficult to get the bus back out of
Town. The only way it could getoutof Town would be

by travelling at the back of the Wharf, That is what.

we do not want, If he can help me to find a route to
get the bus out of Town easily, Ishould be very glad,
I have a route in mind thatIwant to use, but I cannot
tell him about it nowbecause I have not yet discussed
it with my colleagues.

It is not that we have taken the route and we have
completely disregarded the people. It is a route that
must be run, and it must be runfrom Princess Alice
Bus Stand to the Library. A lot of people would not
use it because they said it was not serving any pur-
pose, The time it took them to getaround in the bus,
they felt they could walk to Towu, It is difficult to get
the bus in and out of Town, and instead of trying to
criticise things he should endeavour to help me, I
need help. .

Mr, SMITH: 1 am going to help you. That par-
ticular route used to be joined up with Cave Hill, The
bus travelled along Magazine Lane or Lucas Street.
I cannot understand where your route is, because
you have told me that the bus comes up White Park,
turns down by the Roxy Theatre and then back down
Harbour Road. That is wrong. The bus is.to go up
White Park up to Sobers Corner, swing left, turn by
Eagle Hall and go to Cave Hill, That would be the
same route,

If you do not want the bus to come into Town; if
you are afraid of the Wharf, while you are comling
down the particular route that I am complaining of,
when you get by the Cotton Factory you can swing
across like the other buses and swing below the Park

.and come into town, or, if you care to, you can let
the people get off in the little Bus Stand that you have
for other buses. If you want to get away from traffic
jams and things of the sort,you can come down White
Park, swing left by the Cotton Factory and come
across to Town.

When you are leavimg Town you can travel as
usual, swing by Rickett Street and go across without
interfering with any merchant or any business peo-
ple.

The Hon. N. W. BOXILL rose......

Mr, SMiTH: You ask me to helpyou, and now you
do not want me to talk, Listen to me, This i8 a man
with brains talking. (L aughter) You come right away
round as usual, swing here and go across. by the
lights. No; you will have to stop there, You can swing
and go to the Cotton Factory again. You are trying to
help the people., You cannot be thinking of traffic
jams always while the people at Yearwood’s Tenan-
try, Passage Garden and so on cannot get a bus, If
you want to get away from the midday bus service,
and start again from about three o’clock, Do not take
the bus service from the people altogether,

If you do not want to come across here, you can
go right up by the Cathedral where the other buses
travel and turn below the Park, down Crumpton Street
down Roebuck Street, down by the Cotton Factoxy and
up White Park Road in order to help the people, Do
not let any Police Inspector, Highway Inspector or any
Director tell you everything all the time, You must
use your own commonsense, and tell them that this
must be done, You can go down Pinfold Street and
help the people. When you are going in, you can come
across there, You have a lotof people in Strathclyde,
Yearwood’s Tenantry; you have children at the Wash-
ington High School, Rudder’s School and so on, If you
give them a bus service, you will be doing a great
service. I am nothing to do with any Mrs. Rock or
anybody else. Get upand do the job, Call me when you
are going and I will help you. Do not be afraid; I am
willing to help you. Wherever you want to go, when it
comes to traffic I will go withyou, I suppose that my
Party will sack me if I am oo close to you, but you
should be glad if I am sacked.Iwant to help the peo-
ple; I am only out to help the people; I am not against
anybody; I am for the people. I amnothing to do with
Mrs. Rock., Let me hear by Christmas that the peo-
ple are going to and fro on that route, or else I wﬂl
be back on you.

Mr, CHAIRMAN: The question is that the amount
of $56, 000 be reduced by $1.00.

Hon, N. W. BOXILL: Do you still wantto reduce
1t? :

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Chalrman, it seems to me that
the Minister is quite willing to help. He has given me
that assurance and I withdraw my motion. I'withdraw-
and will wait on him.

The question that the Resolution do now pass was put
and.resolved in the affirmative without division,

6.25 p.m,




SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 1967-68 No., 32

1. ANNEXED ESTIMATES POST OFFICE

A Resolution for the sum of $170,,98 was called.

Hon, N. W, BOXILL: Mr, Chalrman, I think that
hon, members were circulated with copies of this
Resolution, It has a verylongAddendumandl believe
that hon, members have read it, The Addendum reads
as follows: “Supplementary provision of $170,498 is
required to permit the Post Office to meet its ob-
ligations to the end of the current financial year as
follows: Item 16 - Payment of Substitutes of Extra
Clerical Assistance - $32,825, No provision was
made In the 1967-68 estimates to meet payment of
wages to:-

(a) 15 Clerical Officers and one Assistant
Supervisor engaged as a result of the implementation
of the National Insurance and Social Security Scheme
- $19,500.

o (b) 9 temporary officers who were engaged
pending a review of the organisation and staffing of
the Post Office - $11,880 and

(c) the employment of additional staff and
payment of acting allowances in connection with the
Commemorative Stam) Issues during the period 16th
October, 1967 to 15th March, 1968 - $1,445.00

Item 18 - Overtime - $22,835. The members of
the Department’s Staff have been required to perform
longer periods of overtime work as a result of the
increase in incoming mail from overseas and the
constant exodus of experienced staff,.....”

Mr, Chairman, I do not think I'wouldlike to bore
the House because it is getting late and I believe hon,
members are tired. It is not that I want to run from
it either. I therefore beg to move that this Resolution
for the sum of $170,498 do now pass,

Hon, A, DaC. EDWARDS: I beg to second that,

Hon, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, on this
Resolution for the sum of $170,498, the member on
our. side responsible for Post Office affairs,has been
kind enough to let me getupandsay I could hit in any
direction which I want, I want to start off by asking,
first of all, for a little elucidation of the Item 21 -
Overseas Air Mails - $111,708. that is the biggest
amount; but it may, in fact, be one of the least con-
troversial, The additional amount of $111,708 ap-
pears to be required. It is known that at the present
time, as a result of devaluation, a 45- day stand-
still on air line fares is in operation. It is a stand-
still only for those who can pay in American dollars
because it is a rise of 14% for those of us who have
to pay in devalued West Indian dollars. In passing,
I hope that the Minister responsible for Aviation
matters is taking a keen interest inthis entire ques -
_ tion of airline costs,

Hon, E. W. BARROW: Mr, Chairman, on a point
of order. If the hon. member is so concerned, he can
listen to my broadcast at ten past nine, and he will
hear what I have to say about airlines, Therefore, I
adjure him to hurry up and let us get through the
business so that he can listen,

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, I ap-
preciate what the Hon, Minister responsible: for
Aviation matters has said, but to suggest that we get
through the business by ten past nine or not, to some
degree depends on what the business is. While it is
true that many of us have empty stomachs, and ap-
parently somz of us will have empty stomachs-
perhaps emptier on that side than on this side. Des-
pite that, there are certainthingsonthe Order Paper
which I do not think will pass without a struggle. In
any case, why I mentioned the question of potential
increases in overseas airmalls is because Iwould be
glad if the Minister responsible for the Post Office
could canvass this particular item at a little greater
length, We have not heard anything of whatthe effect
of devaluation will be on air freight and air mait
charges generally. I myself would certainly like to
know how is it that an amount of $290,000 requires
to be supplemented by an amount of nearly 40%, by
$111,000. I understand that there is an increase in
air mail business, and I am very glad to hear that
because it means that this will be reflected in the
revenue side in additional income coming into the
Government, ‘Having enquired about that particular
item, I think I would leave the Individual items to
other speakers on this side who may be interested
in one or another of them, '

While we are talking about the Post Office, it is
well known that whenever a Department comes to the
House for money, it must expect its entire conduct
to be called into question - the competerce of its
Ministers, of its Permianent Secretary, of the Post
master General, of the Assistant Postmaster General
and all those who occupy those positions during the
period under review, and who are likely to occupy
those positions for the period during which Supple-
mentary Estimates have been asked, As a member of
this House, Iam being askedto vote more money for a
Department headed by a Permanent Secretary at the
Public Service level, and by a Minister atthe politi-
cal level, and by another official who was then acting
Postmaster General when these officials, on August
12th, 1967, went to the St. Thomas Post Office in my
constituency accompanied by a Detective Constable,
when one of these officials, namely, the Minister,
went into the Post Office, approached a certain post-
man, Wiles by name, who happened to have on him
six copies of the Beacon Newspaper, the organ of the
Barbados Labour Party, asked him whom they be-
longed to, demanded them from him saying that he
should be locked up for robbing the Government and
handed him over to the Detective Constable - all of
this in the presence of the Permanent Secretary - in
short trousers - and the Acting Postmaster General.
It was a Saturday afternoon, That is the conduct of
these officials at the head of the Department which is
asking for this money.

6.35 p.m.
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They handed them over to the policeman with

this accusation made against the postman of robbing
the revenue, and sought to initiate a police prose-
cution which has been advised against incidentally,
by the Crown Law Officers. They thought to initiate
a police prosecution about which I cannot go into at
great length because I understand that certain pro-

ceedings may well be pending at the ingtance of the

postman concerned against the police, Despite the
fact that many persons said that the only person who
should be locked up as a result of the whole affair
was ‘the Minister, I am afraid, we have to discount
that. :

Now, Mr. Chairman, what confidence can be had
in a Department where the Permanent Secretary and
the Minister join together to go to victimise a public
servant of this Island in a crude, political way on a
Saturday afternoon in St, Thomas? What possible
confidence can we have in a Department that is con-
ducted along these lines? Nobody knows where the
Detective Constable appeared from. A senior officer
did not know where he was that afternoon, His name
is Clarke, or somsthing like that, He comes from
St. George, He will be well advised not to get in po-
litical quarrels with the Ministers or Parliamentary
Secretaries, I hope his friends will advise him of that,
Do not pick himself up and drag himself out behind the

-issues of Parliamentary Secretaries. They are not

there to give him crders. He has Sargeants, Inspec-
tors, Superintendents and Commissioners, and he had
better listen to them before he finds himgself in any
thing attempting to victimise public servants.

Now, Mr, Chairman, this is the Department
which wants $170,498; but before they can get that,
Mr, Chairman, they have to satisfy usthatthere is a
little version of the rule of law beingobserved here.
They must satisfy us that we have no pocket Brad-
shaws operating on a system of venom or spite in our
political life, Here in this House, Mr, Chairman, the
Minister - the hon, junior member for St. Thomas -
has said how this postman canvassed against him
twice, and he still could not stop him from getting in.
Mr, Chairman, he should be above that, It is not his
place to say that. We do notputhim here to say that,
and all of us are electors as well as we are €lected.
We did not put himi there to get into political quarrels
with public servants In the departments which he
heads., We did not put any Minister thereto go and run
about behind his servants to see who is reading the
*‘Beacon’’, who 18 speaking to whom onthe Barbados
Labour Party side, who votes which way atthe elec-
tions, :

Mr, Chairman, in your owa constituency, if you
wanted to call names, there are Civil Servants who
openly canvassed for you and for the Hon., Prime
Minister,

Mr, CHAIRMAN: I do not think at this stage that
this is relevant to Item 21 onwhichthe hon, member
is speaking. 1 would wish him to stick closer to the
Resolution,

Mr. J. M. G, M, ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, I ac~
cept your reproof, but I have no fear; I do not care
who Mr, Cooke canvassed for. I am not interested.
This is not a debate about him, so we need not worry
about that, Civil Servants have to vote just like any-
body else. In St. Thomas, some voted for the junior
member, some voted for the senior member and I
dare say of the 98 who’voted for both, some Civil
Servants were included. I had an experience of that
when the junior member for St. Thomas reproved one
of them two Saturday nights ago for acceptinga drink
from me, ‘

Mr, CHAIRMAN: I do not think that that has any
relevance to the business under discussion.

Mr. J. M. G. M, ADAMS: But, Mr, Chairman, I
wish that the affairs of the St, Thomas postman would
come to an end, It has been hanging fire for a long
time, To me, the man deserves an apology, He de-
serves an apology. He deserves a letter from the
Public Service Commission or the Permanent Secre-

tary saying that the reflections made on him by the

Minister on August 12 form no part of the official
record. That is point number one.

Point number two is this. The law would say
that he would have to get his ‘‘Beacon’ newspapers
back. After all, where the Solicitor General, and I
believe the Attorney General as well, where those
officials have all advised that there has not been even
d concélvable offence that could have been committed
by the man in the possession of those ‘‘Beacons’’,
where advice has been geheral, and it is only that the
police are afraid, having been dragged into something
unwillingly at the end of this procession of persons in
the St. Thomas Post Office that August 12 evening,

One way they feel in respect of this matter,
They feel that they are pulled inone way by the Min-
ister and In another way by the senior member for
the constituency, and they do not know what to do.

As 1 say, we cannot investigate that at great
length because I understand that the man concerned
is taking action, or intends to take action, against the
Police for certain things; so that matter persumably
would be sub judice or is so near to subd judice that
it would not be correct to canvass it; but, Mr,
Chairman, the principles at stake when this kind of
apparent political victimization is carried on are so
great that this matter must be investigated when-
ever the Post Office comes and asks for money,

On the last occasion when the Post Office was
discussing money, the Minister was then engaged ex-
clusively in telling the House abouthis commemora-
tive stamps, and I'did not deem it suitable to raise it
then; but I would not like to think that I am estopped,
as the lawyers call it, from going into the whole issue
of this particular plece of behaviour on this Post
Office question,

I would like to hear something not so much from
the Minister concerned, but from the Prime Minister
as to what he thinks about this,as to what he has said
to the Minister about this. ‘
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Hon, E. W, BARROW: I am quite willing to tell
the hon., member, since he called on me, that I think
he is completely irrelevant and he does not under-
stand what Parliament is for. (L aughter)

Mr. J. M. G.M. ADAMS: The Prime Minister’s
loyalty towards his colleague, Mr, Chalrman, is
deeply touching under the circumstances, and I hope
that the hon. junior member for St. Thomas will ap-
preciate' his loyalty and use it to heal some of the
wounds that have been inflicted on him from that self-
same quarter in the past, because after all we have
heard here inthe House today that the Prime Minister
told him to sit down, He didnottell him then to know
his place. He just told him to sit down, but we were
all here. '

Mr, CHAIRMAN: I would remind the hon. mem-
ber about Rule 26 (2):-

“‘A Member shall confine his observations to the
subject under discussion, and may not introduce mat-
ter irrelevant thereto.”

Mr, J. M. G, M. ADAMS: I am glad for the op-
portunity, Mr. Chairmang, to collect my thoughts. Mr,
Chairman, I have been interested in Post Office af-
fairs in this particular matter. It was infact in con~
nection with the matter canvassed under Item 16
of this Head that I had the opportunity to visit the St.
Thomas Post Office because I have heard that there
i1s insufficient room there to administrate the Na-
tional Insurance and Social Security Scheme satis-
factorily. It is also felt that the safe is not secure.
I am surprised that this place would have held so
many people on the evening of August 12.

6.45 p.m.

It is a place which in any event I am surprised could
hold so many people on the afternoon of August 12th,
because it seems to me that once the Minister gets
through that doorway, he might very well fill the
whole door-way and leave no room forthe rest of his
retinue to get through, but I found a lot of dissatis~
faction there in that Post Office. Item 16 may alle-
viate some of it, but it cannot alleviate the dissatis~
faction of the Postman who, when the Police went there
another day to question him to try to get evidence,sees

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I would like also to remind the
hon, member about repetition. This is about eight
times he has been dealing with that one particular
sentence.

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Thisis a different day.
I was there this day, not the Minister.I could not tell
you what day of the month it was, but I was there. It
was a morning and the Police were there. The Post
Office business could not be carried on. The same
Policeman, Victor Clarke, and other Policemen werxe
there and filling up the whole Post Office. This is a
Department that is now asking for $170,498, Custo-
mers could not be serviced. The Acting PostMaster
of St. Thomas was there. The postmen could not sort
their letters; they could not go out. The Police were

.all over the Post Office, and it was no use to tell them

that at some time in the future fifteen clerical Offi-

cers and one Assistant Supervisor would be engaged

as a result of the implementation of the National In-

surance and Social Security Scheme, What one post-

man wanted to know was why when a St. Thomas post-

man got knocked down and killed in St. Thomas, no

policeman came to question him although he saw what

happened and could have talked about it; butwhen the
Minister came and snatched six ‘‘ Beacon ** from a
postman’s hand, a squad of policemen came and took

over the Post Office for a whole morning. No number
of Resolutions dealing with furniture and fittings, inci~
dentals, rent, $700 travelling, overseas airmails, will

satisfy people who feel like that,

Now, Mr. Chairman, I am sure that we zll look
forward at some stage to a change in Government, 1
do not think that the stage in Barbados any longer is
set or could be set for any Party to rule forever or
think that it could rule forever. The lesson of 1961
has been learnt by the Barbados Labour Party; the
lesson of 1966 has been learnt by the Democratic
Labour Party; they got afright and the lesson of 1961
we hope, will underline the lessons of these earlier
years.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: On a point of order, the
hon. member said the Democratic Labour Party got
a fright in 1966, The House of Assembly got eight

frights.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I do not deem that a point of
order. I am asking the hon. senior member for St,
Thomas to continue and resist the temptation of being
irrelevant more than once, twice or thrice. I am not
going to tolerate irrelevancies more than three times.
I call upon You seevees

Mr, J. M. G, M. ADAMS: I undexstand that, Mr,
Chairman. The Prime Minister need not be afraid;
we are not here to frighten him.

Mr, CHAIRMAN: All that I deem nottobe in or-
der. Iwant the hon. member to stick to the Resolution.

Mr., J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, as I
pointed out to you at the earlier stage of your occu-
pancy of the Chair, when a Department comes to the
House for an Estimate or Supplementary Estimate,
anything in that Department’s entire conduct during
the financial year or indeed during other financial
years is relevant. As regards repetitions, I would
be glad if when my arguments have sunk in and you
understand them, you could tell me to stop them,
because at that stage we can readily believe that
everybody else would understand them too. But Mr,
Chairman, how can we have confidence that a Depaxt-
ment is properly run where so flagrant a breach of
Civil Service rules and political conventions have
been carried out by the Minister and the Permanent
Secretary? What possible reason can we have fornot
belleving that this Department is in dangerous hands?
Nothing has been said during all the period August
12th to December to reassure a postman who is on
the fringe of retirement that the opinions expressed




on August 12th are not the opinions held by the
, Public Service Commission and by those respon-
| sible for dealing with his pension. Nothing has
been said to reassure the public that this was an
aberration, that this was only a plece of Saturday
afternoon madness, tliat this was not a permanent
line of conduct. Nothing has been done to make tli¢
hurt to the image of the Minister and the Permanent
Secretary any better; and-in view of all-this, Mr.
Chairman, it could only be the fact that we have a
respect for the Post Office as an institution and for
the Public Service as'a body that could‘»make us on
this side vote for this' Resolution.

Mr. Chairman, I can hardly think of anything
more important than for the Minister himself to be
intervening in a case where so obviously he should
make an effort to show that as Minister he 1§ above
pettiness. In the Ministex's own interest = it'‘may be
hard for him to believe that I have his interest’at
heart ~ but in his own interest, for the sake of his
own self-respect and the respect for other people,
for the sake of people’s respect for Governmient, for
the electoral principle, the Minister should net have
done that. Mr, Chairman, I only hope that today he
will not rise hot and strong, he will not rise in“any
spirit of assault upon somebody who cannot hit back
because he is not in a boxing ring now; he is not
fighting Norfolk Kid, the Fighting Scavenger: orwho<
ever it was, where if these men ‘putout a lefty he
can put back a right, He is kicking a defenceless man;
a man whose only defence can be the voice of his
other representative in Parliament, one of his own
constituents, one of the persons for whose welfare
he is responsible. That is' what he is doing, and that
|1s not the way to run a Department. It could not
conceivably be the way to run a great Department Of
State, .

Mr, Chairman, I have waited some timie foithis
opportunity to call in question the behaviour of both
the political and the public officials inthe Post Officé,
and Mr. Chairman, if I think this represents permia>
nent policy, and that other postmen and officiglsaré
likely to be victimised, it would be very hard, as 1
sald before, for me to vote for this Resolution.

Mr, Chairman, one last point about this postman,
Mr, Wiles, must be mentioned.
6.55 p.m.,

After the election of Novermber 3, 1966, during
which, as I have ascertained from Police réports, the
hon, junior member for St, Thomas made certain
remarks on political platforms about -

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That has absolutely nothing to
do with this Resolution. May I remind the hon, mem-
ber again of Rule 36(1):

‘““The Speakerorthe Chairman after having called
the attention of the House or of the Committee to the
conduct of & Member who persists in irrelevance or
tedious repetition either of lils own arguments oxr 6f

the arguments used by other members in debate, may
direct h:lm to' discontinue his speec ”

oM, Jo MiG. ML ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, have 1
yet sald anything about November, 1966? Have I yet
used any argument relevant to what happened between
the Minister and the podtman after November, 19667
I have said that this 154 d¥fferentincident to which I
have not yet referred. R

Mz, Chairman, afte;r November, 1966, following
the remarks. which were made by the hon. junior
ifiember for St. THomas about the postman, Mr, Wiles,
Mr. Wiles was transferred from his postal route
serving Arch Hall, Redman’s Village and paxt of Rock
Hall and was made to walk up the hills to Welchman
Hall. It was felt that thiswasdone as & result of poli-
tical victimisation, When it was discovered that the
route he had been transferred to,in fact, was an
éasjer route and that the'riew postman, a supporter
of the Democratic Labour Party, who had been put
to-work on Wiles® old routé could not handle the job
and ‘made ‘complaints, I- am told, to the Minister
Ihope the Minisherwﬂl “te

-/ Hon, N, W, BOXILL: On a point of order. I rise
to correct that mistake, That {s absolutely not so. Mr.
Wiles had 4 noise with & lady in Clermont; she re~
potted Mr, ‘Wiles, and that fs why he was rémoved.
The's8nior member for St; Thomas felt that by moving
Mr, Wiles into Welchman Hall where Il got most of my
votes, he would have been able to canvass for him. But
| wﬂI «:Ieal with' him fun:her.

Mr. JoM. G M Amm- Mr. Chairman, we have
ndw heard the reason whi’ Mr, Wiles was moved back
from Welchman Hall to the parish of St. Thomas where
it was belfeved thdt he had been'cdnvassing for years.
That gives you an example’ of what is going on. Com-
plaints are made against all postmen all over Barba-
d6s, but itwas seifthat Mr, Wilés is always canvass-
ing ‘dnd ‘he does not do any work. That is a remark
sotio vode * by tHe junior member for St. Thomas. The
j‘unior membet for St, Thomzs is afrald of Mr. Wiles
in' Welchmian Hall, and he”transferredhim again, That
is exattly what he has sdid. ‘

Hon. N W BOXILL‘ I am afraid of Mx, Wiles?
Mr, CHAIRMAN: Could I have order? Let the
hon. member continue. 4

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, I need
no better illustrations of what I'am talking about than
the ‘condiict of the junfor membér for St. Thomas. Let
him nét-thihk that even~the ve#y district tha: Mr.
Wiles was trangfeirred to voted for him, beccause 1
beat-Him ' there, too. D6 not lét him fool himself; let
Him go’and look at the votes again.

Mr. Chairman, my attention, this evening, on
this Resolution is directed to these matters: the be-
haviour of the heads of the Post Office. It seems as
though I am going to be disappointed. It seems that
we a&'enowgoingbohemmdtothe same platform
behaviour exhibited by theé jumior meémber for St




Thomas, We are nowgoing to be treated to a polemic
against a civil sexrvant by a-Minister, and the Prime
Minister is going to sit there and say nothing about it.
Mr. Chairman, no further commentary is needed.

Mr. HOLDER: Mr, Chairman, I am speaking on
this Resolution Item 28 - Furniture and fittings -
$1,000. I hope youwould not have cause to tell me that
I am straying, because I am going to read some of
the things: ‘‘The provision of $2,320 in the current
Estimates Includes an amount to meet expenditure
in respect of post boxes,’” That is the point on which
I am speaking. I have asked a Questionin this House
already regarding a post box that has been removed
from Orange Hill, which sexves Orange Hill and all
the districts around there. No answer has beengiven
yet, but I do hope that by now the post box has been
replaced.

I do not know if the Ministertook time off to find
out why it was removed. I know the circumstances
very well, and the circumstances started from the
Post Office in Holetown, as far as I know. Orange
Hill had a post box - I would not know the number of
years, but I can gauge it from myown age. From the
time I knew myself, it carried a post box. Now, that
post box has been removed.If it has not been replaced
yet, I am wondering why not. You do not have to put
anything in the Estimates togeta postbox. You bring
the same post box back and look for some place to
erect it.

It is exceedingly difficult for the people of Orange
Hill and all the districts to do their business in the
absence of a post box. I should be glad if the Minister
would tell me if it has been replaced. There are
various spots in Orange Hill; so.the same box that
was taken out this week can be carried back the next
week and put up somewhere.

Hon. N, W, BOXILL, Mr. Chairman, before You
put the question, in replying to the hon. junior member
for St. James, I have to say that I do not remember
what part of Orange Hill this postboxwas or is; so 1
cannot answer whether ithag been replaced, butl will
make enquiries. I thought thatthe Postmaster General
would have been here, but he is not. Anyway, I will
investigate the matter and let:the hon. member know,
either by phone or word of mouth something about
the post box. : , ,

We do not really move about postboxes as such.
If a post box has been erected at a particular place,
it means that the area had been surveyed and there
was need for it. Unless it was damaged and had to
be removed for repairs, that is the only reason I can
think of why a post box should be removed from Oxange
Hill. The truth is that I do not know what part.of
Orange Hill this post box was, 1 should be glad if the
hon. member could throw a little light on it, so that
when next I pass there I could look forit.I travel in
that area very often, »

Mr, HOLDER: Mz, Chairman, the pleasure is
mine not only to throw the light, but to turn on a bril-
liant green light. The post box was removed ~ I did

not want to go into the whole matter from here, but
the Minister said he would like to know where it was.
There is no one there now, butitwas in the wall of a
building kept by Mr. Searles. Whenlwas aboy it was
in the cut rock as you enter Orange Hill - a very
dangerous place so far as trafficis concerned. Then
it was removed and carried to this shop, at Mr.
Searles’ business place, under the gallery; but the
circumstances under which the Government or the
Postmaster General was asked to remove it -1 am not
here to say that; but if you come back to this House
and make. any comment on it, then I will be able to
speak on it with a clear conscience.

I can read out some of the decisions here, but
that is not before the House, The Chairman may look
at me, although I am speaking about a post box, and
tell me that it is irrelevant. Never ever will he get
the chance to say that, but you, Mr. Minister, should
kindly get all of the facts properly. Ifit is not there,
then you can give orders to have it replaced. You can
send back the same box: the lock, the key and every-
thing. You can go and see things for yourself. You
can use one of the columns of. the St, Silas Girls’
School. If you do not like that, then you can put it back
in the wall.

7.05 p.m.

Hon., N. W, BOXILL: Before you put the question,
Mr, Chairman, I must thank the hon. member, but what
I have gleaned from what he has just said is, that
apparently, because Mr, Searles was not returned by
the people of St, Jamss, then he musthave got angry
and asked them to remove the Post Box. I am not
saying that he said so, but that is my belief. In reply.
to the allegations made just now,Iwantto say that this
country is extremely fortunate in that onthe 3rd No-
vember the electorate saw fit to return this Party to
power, because if that had not taken place - I am
speaking on Item 21, butl am generalising, If this had
not taken place and the Democratic Labour Party had
not been returned to power, we can clearly see what
would have happened; because we have had a demon-
stration in bere tonight by amember of this Chamber
who, for some reason orother, gotlostin the context
of the debate and thought that he was in a Law Couxt
prosecuting or defending a case. Why I say that we

, are fortunate is this: if the Barbados Labour Party

had been returned to power, it shows conclusively
what would have been going on for the amount of dis-
crepancies which would have taken place. For in-
stance, 1 being the Minister of Communications and
Works, happen to have the Post Office under my do-
main, and I have the prerogative to walk into the Post
Office at any time, as long as it is open, when I feel
like doing so, without let ox hindxance, But I should
like to tell the hon. senior member for St. Thomas
this; that itis the prerogative of every citizen of Bar~
bados. or of a country that if a misdemeanour has been
brought to his attention, it is his duty not only to take
the police on the scene, but also to assist the police
in apprehending the culprit or culprits, Why I said
that we are fortunate is this; a report came to me as
Minister that copies of the Beacon Newspaper were
being sent by the Post Office van of St. Thomas with
addresses on them, but not through the post. There
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- Was no stamp on them, which means that they are .

robbing the revenue. I am responsible for the revenue
at the Post Office because I amthe Minister. This is
a glaring example of what would have happenedto this
country. This is robbery with a capital “r*, as
*“Sparrow®* would say. All these people have todo is
to walk around with a razor blade and cut out your
pockets. They could not do it because I was too adept.
When I got this report about this flagrant violation of
the Postal Act, let me tell the hon, member this; the
Post Office vans carry malls to the various Post Of-
fices in the outdistricts under contract, and in the
contract it says that nothing can be transported in
the Post Office vans other than by the approval of
the Postmaster General. It is pointed out what is
meant by nothing - no person, parcel or thing. (A
MEMBER: Police food?) Not even police food. When
we know that the revenue of our country is being
depleted by a lot of unscrupulous, dishonest elements
in the community who are only out - let them tell the
lawyers thatl say they are unscrupulous and dishonest
- to feather their nests, and they do not have the
interest of the working class at heart.

What was the intention of those who are responsi-
ble for the ‘‘Beacon®®?1am glad that the hon. member
has raised this question, He did not know that he was
coming into iy briar patch. This will show the gen~
eral public whom they are dealing with. This is only a
small item, that you put a four~cent stampon a news-
paper and you send it out, Nothing so was done. They
put them in the van and the van carried them out.
These newspapers were all addressed to the various
people. This is a flagrant violation of the Rules; this
is dishonesty in its worst form. People talk about
Barbados; but Barbados was an angel when compared
with some of the things whichI see happen about here.
Talking about the victimisation of a Civil Servant, the
hon. senfor member for St, Thomas is the last person
to comec in here and talk about victimisation, if he
does not know, I will tell him about victimisation.
There is a man who hangs around the Union called
Napoleon Layne; they call him ‘‘Commissar®. You
ask him about victimisation. He used to work at
Rediffusion and hangs around the Union; and because

~ he did not allow certain elements In this community

to browbeat him and deliberately rob him, he was
victimised. He had the Police walking behind him all
over Barbados, Dorian Farrell, he was a Barbadian
who died in England because of victimisation, By
whom? By the Leader of the Barbados Labour Party
and especlally the Leader. Go and tell him that I said
so. I want to meet him, Do not hang down your
head like the person that sold our Christ, (Laughter).

Mr, CHAIRMAN: Will the Hon, member address
the Chair?

Hon, N. W. BOXILL: Yes, Sir, I am addressing
the Chair, That was not meant for your ears; I am only
clarifying this point. When people get in this Chamber
and try to give the impression about a postman being
victimised, what about Mr. Humby? I remember being
down inthe Lower Greenwhen the hon. junior member

.for St. Joseph said that either Humby goes or he goes

end he has not got anywhere to go; so that the result
was that Humby went, and Humby contributed some-
thing to the community. ' ‘

Mr, CHATRMAN: I am afraid that that isno part
of this Resolution.

Hon. N. W, BOXILL: P am sorry, Mr. Chairman,
I know it is irrelevant, but, you see, you have to in-
dulge in irrelevancies attimes.]am extremely sorry
about that, but, Sir, that is only by the way. Getting-
back to the Postal Act, if, as he said, the matter {5
sud judice I am glad about that,

Mr. J. M. G. M, ADAMS: On a point of order.
Since he knows so much more law than the Attorney
General, the Solicitor General and the Director of
Public Prosecutions .ceeeseess

Mr. CHAIRMAN: What is the hon. member speak-
ing on?

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: The Resolution. Let him
say which section of the Postal Act has been violated.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: What is the hon. member speak-
ing on?

‘Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: He knows more law
than the Attorney General, '

Mr, CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. senior member for
St. Thomas addressing the Chair?

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: 1 am sorry, Mr. Chair-
man.

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Chairman, you cannot be shout-
ing at hon, members,

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr, Chairman, as the Min~-
ister responsible for Postal Services in Barbados, as
the hon. senior member for St. Thomas knows quite
well, I am always interested in making a dollar for
my country; and as long as 1 am in this position,
whether he rants or raves, he can rave, vituperate or
anything else, I do mot intend to let anybody rob the
revenue and then come in here with this ‘“‘mamby
pamby®? attitude thinking that he canvilify me, Fear is
one of the things I have never known about, I have al-
ways boasted about that, and when my time is up, it is
up. I should like the hon. senior member for St. Thom-
as, when he goes back to St. Thomas, if he can risk
it, to tell Mr, Wiles that as long as he is wearing a
postman’s uniform and as long as he is in the island
of Barbados dispatching mails from the Post Office
to the recipients, he comes directly, or if not direct-
ly, indirectly, under the jurisdiction of the adminig-
tration of the Post Office which I happen to be in
charge of. All that the hon. senior member for 5t
Thomas can come in here and rave and rant about -
I am glad for the opportunity to tell the world that if
the Barbados Labour Party had been returned to
power, they can see forthemselves thatifthis 1s just
a common four-cent stamp to put on 8 newspaper -
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~ there were only six newspapers - if they cannot af-
ford to put a quarter in stamps on these newspapers,
then you can imagine what would happen in this is-
land, Thank God that the eyes of the people of Barba-
dos have been opened.
7.15 p.m,

... Mr. SMITH: Mr, Chairman, I cannot let the Hon.
Minister get away with this kind of talk that he is talk-
ing about *‘if the Barbados Labour Party had got back
in power, the country would be gone’. You mean
what I would cell a little nasty four cents? Now, I
want the Hon. Minister to keep it above board, and
keep the debate up to a standard.

Now, Sir, imagine if one should make a mistake
and it is four cents to post a letter and he puts on a
three cents stamp on the letter, It either will not
reach its destination or they will make you pay more
for it. That you can say is a mistake. Now, Sir, how
would newspapers get into the Post Office van with-
out stamps to be delivered to angther Post Office?
How would they be inside the van without the knowledge
of the people who are responsible for seeing that
these things are put into the mail van and that it is
locked or things of the sort? I have been made to un-
derstand that the driver of the van has no access to the
back of the van. An officer of the Post Office sees to
it that the van is locked or what is inside is locked.
At the other end there is a key to unlock it. Does not
the driver have the key?

‘It cannot be said that the Barbados Labour Party
is responsible for these newspapers going without
stamps. It would be the Officer in charge who put
them inside there if they had been addressedto gome-~
body and they were posted without a stamp, which I

'doubt very much,Iwould have to see it with myfeyes. '

_ But suppose they are even addressed to some-
body, It is possible that the driver of the van might
have had those newspapers in his compartment where
he drives, just as he would put his breakfast and bring
it down, or take a parcel for someone and carry it
homg. There are stores that send parcels by the
driver of the Mail Van to be delivered to other peo-
ple in the country, and the people give him a “berry”.
1 caIl that a perquisite,

" That parcel is put in the compartment where he
drives. But behind him where the letters are being
kept, they are locked up: and if these newspapers
came from one Post Office to another one without
stamps, you would have to blame the officer for not
qeemg that the van is locked.

" It does not appear to me that the Minister knows
his job. But it is not his job to load the van. I do not
b;e‘l,i*e‘v_e he ever saw a post office van loaded since he
was a Minister. He must not get up here with his
cheap talk to try to get away with anything, Keep it on
a high plane, I did not intend to say one woxd, but I
cannot let him get away with this,

" So, Sir, really and truly, I bave to chime in with
the other people to say that he is talking foolishness

because the B,L.P. cannever be responsible forthose

newspapers leaving this Post Office in Bridgetownto

g0 to the other Post Office without stamps. It would
have to be the officer at the Post Office in Bridgetown,
and not the one who is at the country Post Office.

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, Sir, this
matter of Post Office has to be considered. Now,
there are certain things which we have to accept from
the Minister responsible for the Post Office. We have
to accept that he would not be as well versed in the
niceties of the law as persons who are trained in the
law, and, therefore, to some extent I regret my out-
burst when I challenged him to say which section of
the Post Office Actcould have beenviolated. He could.
not know. And it is no reflection on him that the
Solicitor General and the Director of Public Prosecu-
tions have gone into this matter and came to a differ-
ent conclusion from him, It is no reflection on him be-
cause he is not a lawyer. He 18 not trained to do that;
but he should not try to do it, if he is not a lawyer.

This is a case where we can honestly say: ‘‘know
your place'’. Now with regards to the defence he has
made faulting a member of repute, it is not against the
law to carry things in Post Office vans. The Post Of-
fice van drivers are not Civil Servants, andthe vans
do not belong to the Post Office. There is a contract
between the Courtesy Garage and the Post Office who
own them directly, The Courtesy Garage agree not
to carry anything in the vans except withthe permis-
sion of the Postmaster General.

It is my belief that in years gone by the permis-
sion of the Postmaster General was assumed for cer-
tain things; otherwise 1do notbelieve thatthe parcels
which I have seen with my own eyes coming out of a
Post Office van could have got there. The “Beacon”’
newspaper is not the only thing ever to have been

~ carried by a Post Office van.

The police at the St. Thomas Police Station who
talked about the same van, have to my knowledge their
food delivered; they have their parcels delivered;
people call at the van and say: ‘‘I have missed the
post; carry up this for so-and-so.' Nurses atthe St.
Thomas Almshouse have things delivered, All these
things go on without offence to the Post Office.

The permission of the Postmaster General has
from timz immemoxrial been given for certain things
to be delivered to the Police and Nurses, It is over-
looked that the Post Office van carries things. I be~
lieve as a result of the affair with the ‘‘Beacon’’
newspaper now, they do not carry anything; but I
really do not know about that.

But the main point here, Mr, Chairman, is ‘‘What
has the Post Office van carrying ‘Beacon’’ to.do
with Milton Wiles?** A reportwas made by the Minis~
ter that the Post Office van is carrying things without
stamps and he did not go and quarrel with the Courtesy

~ Garage; he did notgo and quarrel with the van driver.
1 He though, of all persons, to quarrel withthe Postman
whom he does not like. '

I know he does not like Milton Wiles; so he goes
and quarrels with Milton Wiles - not with the loader
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because if these papers were in the back of the van,
then the Post Office Officer out there in the yard of
the Public Buildings committed a wrong. If the papers
were in the front of the van, the van drlver and the
Courtesy Garage committed a wrong. '

; But the Minister did not go to any of these people.
He went to a postman. The postman did not load the
van; he did not drive it; so how can we believe the
Minister 18 acting in good faithwhen he says that this
Teport was made to him and that explains his beha-
“viour to Milton Wiles? How can we talk of a flagrant
‘viclation of the Postal Act? I suppose by ‘‘Postal
Act”, he means the Post Office Act of 1911.

He and Thompson, studying the regulationsoutin
the yard the same Saturday afternoon, could not find
anything. Well, you cannot blame them. They could
not find anything in such a short space of time, not
even if they took the afternoon to look, The Solicitor
General had to spend a couple of weeks, I believe,
before he discovered.

The ‘‘Beacon’ newspaper had been sent through

‘the post without & stamp. The Minister does not under-
" stand what it meéns by being sent thiough the post.
*‘Being sent through the post*® means being posted. It
means being handed into the Post Office orbeing put
in a letter box. If he had any evidence that the
““Beacon’” newspaper had been posted through aletter
box without a stamp, as the senior member for St,
Joseph said, let him quarrel with one of his officers
because it is theirdutyto puton an eight-cent postal
due stamp on it. There is a remedy for all that.

‘‘Unscrupulous,dishonest elements in this com-
munity, but unknown to those responsible for the
‘“Beacon’’ » 1 do not know what is meant by that. Facts
do not show that those responsible for the “Beacon’
are unscrupulous, dishonest elements in this com~-
munity, Why did’ they not cause the police to visit
those who are responsible for the “Beacon’’ ‘and ask
them why they sent the ”Beacon” through the post?
7.25 p.m. '

Why didn®t he come intothe Beacon the Saturday
sfternoon and interfere with those responsible for it?
If he knows enough to pick up Clarke from the depths
of St. George and drag him out to St. Thomas, why
didn’t he bring him in the ““Beacon’’ Yaxrd? When he
said that the papers were all addressed to various

peopIe, that is simply not true.Ifhe says that the six
" newspapers which he took away from Mr. Milton

'Wiles were all addressed to various people,thatis a
simple, terminological inexactitude or whatever
phrase is parliamentary enoughto mean‘‘a damn lie*’.

Mr, Chairman, his defence will not hold water,
and when he talks about Napoleon Layne and the others
whom Frank Walcott victimised in those days, that is
up to him and Senator Walcott, ex-Ambassador, Pleni-
potentiary and whatever nonsense he was. Thatisup

“t0 the ex~membex of the United Nations.

Hon. N. W, BOXILL: Mr. Chairman,on a point of

- oxder, ] am sorry to interrupt the hon, member, but I

T_—_’___...

never said anything about Frank Walcott victimising
anybody. 1 said those people were victimised by the
hon. junior member for St.- Joseph,” ‘

Mr. J. M, G. M, ADAMS: He said they were vic-
timised by the hon. junior member for St. Joseph. I
agree withthat, and he said it inthe House before. The
person he is in fact talking about, he is uttering the
name of the great, butthe personhe in fact means ....

Mzr., CHAIRMAN: I have already reminded the
hon. sénior member for St. Thomas about irrelevan-~
cles. Again I must remind the hon, mémber about
irrelevancies.

Mr., J. M. G. M. ADAMS: 1 thank you, Mr.
Chairman. Anyway, that is up to him and the former
senior member for St, Peter. On the question of Dr.

_Humby,as far as I know,went on a political platform ...

Mr. CHAIRMAN: All of these things are irrele-
vant, and at this stage Iwillhave no other alternative
than to read Rule 36 for the hon, senior member for
St. Thomas and ask him to discontinue his speech.

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, they are
irrelevant in my mouth, but not in the Minister’s!

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Iwarned the hon. junior member

for St, Thomas and he refrained from it.

Mr., J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mx, Chairman,I do not
recall your warning him.,

Myr, CHAIRMAN: You don’t, but I do.

Mr., J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Now, as regards the
complaint from awoman in Clermont, I suppose there
are some houses in Clermontwhichis in St. Thomas.
Now, Mr. Chairman, that is the most significant be-
causge it relates to the Post Office. The Minister is
not responsible for the day-to~day discipline of public
servants. (Mr. CORBIN: That is not true). Now the
hon. junior member for St. Andrew says that is not
true. From anybody else, that would have to be con-
sidered; so we would not have to worry with that.

Mr. Chairman, if there is a complaint from a
woman in Clermont, what is that to do with the Min~-
ister? There is a disciplinary process in the Post
Office. I am not aware that the Minister is a part of
it. What is it to’ do with the Minister if I, the poor
Opposition member for St. Thomas, want Mr, Wiles to
canvass in Welchman Hall? Is it being suggested that

‘my wishés govern Post Office rules in St. Thomas
‘or elsewhere? If the Minister had not flattered me

by saying that, Mr. Chairman, I would notbe so rude
as to say it about myself, I am flattered to know that
the postal routes are adjusted according to where I
am politically strong and politically weak, and accord-
ing to where I am to walkwhat postal route. I was not

“aware of it. I think, if the Minister sits down in his

office thinking to himpelf that we cannot have Mr. X
working in Clifton Hall bacause he i8 going to can~
vass for Tom Adams, to me that reinforces my re-

‘marks that we have to look at the political direction of
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this Department and say itis wanting.Inever thought
I would come in here and hear a Minister responsible
for a Department say that in a matter of departmental
discipline, the consideration of what the Opposition
member for that constituency in which the public
-servant was working had to be taken Into account,
‘Mr. Chairman, I really am very flattered indeed. The
Prime Minister has said that the Opposition is not
‘here to carry on the Government. He does not have to
say that to me; I know that. Lethim tell the Minister
of Communications that, and let him tell the Minister
-of Communications to run the Post Office inthe inter-
.est of the people of Barbados, runtha Post Office and
leave the postmen alone, run the Post Office and do
not mind Tom Adams, I believe he has told him that
‘already or similar words. Let him fortify that im-
Ppression in the Minister’s mind.

Mr. HOLDER: Mr, Chairman, when the Minister
replied to me, I accepted everything, but at the last
.moment - and if] am wrong, he must correct me - he
glossed over the reply to the hon. junior member for
St.. Thomas, and the last words he used when he was
réplying to what I am speaking on were that he sup-
posed Mr, Searles did not get in in the elections and
gave orders to take outthe post box, That is not true.
If I am wrong,[will bow; but if he said that I am say-
ing now that I was keeping out of the picture, but I want

8 pOSt DOX seseers

Hon., N. W. BOXILL: On apointoforder, I never
said that because Mr. Searles did not get in, he did
this. I said it looked so to me. I am entitled to have
my opinion like anybody else, Mr. Chairman, and I
would be glad if 1 am wrong.

- Mr, HOLDER: Mr. Chairman, we can change the
A‘English language to suit any occasion, but that was
_unnecessary because Mr. Searles had retired from
politics in a sense for about two elections; therefore
he would not have to ask to take out the post box. I
-will say now, Sir, and I do notthink it would be irre-
levant to the issue because I am speaking of a post box
for Orange Hill, that for years a postbox was there.
After Mr. Searles opened his business - and this is
for years now because Mr. Searles only got in the
House just a few years back - he was selling stamps
and the postmen would carry down a requisition form
and he would send down the money by them and the
~stamps would be sent up, Now there is not much profit
- in selling stamps. I'would not have detained the House
if the Minister had not got up and replied on this.
(Mr. ST, JOHN: Detain it!)

‘ Mr. CHAIRMAN: I will bring to the attention of
the hon. senior member for Christ Church Rule 29(6)

which says that when a member is speaking all other
members shall be silent.

. Mr., HOLDER: I began by saying, Mr. Chairman,
that I was not revealing the facts, but since the Min-
ister said something, I can reveal them, Mx, Searles
would send down his requisition by a postman, a
trusted servant of the Government, who would take
the letters from the post box and thengo to the coun~-

ter, but this was stopped a few weeks ago. When Mr.

Searles sent down to get a requisition to get the
stamps, the money was also sent down, butthe post-
man sald that the Post Master would not give it. He
was told that he would have to come to the Post Office
himself., He tried the other postman - because there
are two to the district - andgot the same answer. Mr,
Searles said that if this was the case, he would have
to close down his business. I am not exaggerating on
anything, When his daughters leave on mornings for
Bridgetown, he would have to go to town, then to Hole-
town and back, and when he sends in $102, he is only
making $2.02. If he does not close his business and
make that journey to Holetown, he would have to close
at midday, and then he would have to close his busi-
ness to take in $102 only to make $2.02, Mr. Searles
wrote and told them to take out the box immediately.
As soon as I learnt of it, Ilaid a question; but it was
not politics or any losing of a seat. If he used to send
down the money by a trusted servant of the Govern-
ment, a postman, and it was going on for years, why
such a change within three or four weeks?

7.35 p.m.

Mr. Searles wrote them and asked them to take
out their post box, I asked a Question here and sug-
gested that they send back the same box - send back
the same men with cement and mortar, The walls are
too feet square, and I measured them. You can cut
out and put in the box, or you put it back in the cut
rock, After Mr, Searles came backto the district the
post box was removed from the cut rock and taken
to his business place because itwas more convenient
for the people.You could go up the steps on to the plat-
form, if the rain was falling, and post your letters.
There is no politics in that. I have not come here to
say something for Mr, Searles. I came here to talk
and get a post box sent back to Orange Hill.

The same way the post.box was removed, it
should be sent back within three days.If a letter was
sent in and in three days’ time the people sent and re-
moved the post box, then send it back and put it some-
where., The Hon, Minister can remove it from his
mind that when I make a statement on the floor of this
House I am talking politics for any individual. Mr.
Searles won his seat; he subsequently lost it, and he
is a loyal man up to today. Thisis nothing to do with
politics, and I regret to think thatthe Minister, after
speaking so nicely, could still go down.

Hon, E. W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I under-
stand that the Hon. Minister is not here, but I will
pass on to the Minister of Works and Communications
that the hon. junior member for St. James wants him
to put the meat back into the rice, '

The gquestion that the Resolution do now pass was
mt and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: 1 beg to move that Your Hon-~
our do now report the passing of five Resolutions in
Committee of Supply.

Cl E.

Hon, TALMA: I beg to second that.

The gquestion was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,
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The CHAIEMAN . mrowed to Mg, SPEAKER who re-
sumed the C%azr. R i

Mr. SPEAKER. The Chairmhasreportedtg me

the passage of five Regolutions in, Committee of SUP'

l;!on. J. C. TUDOR Mx. Speakgr. I bgg to move
that theso Resolgtlons be now read a fixst time._

Ty 3 g
; g

Hon, C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

wzthout dzmszon.

Hom J C. TUDOR Mr. Speakar,*lbeg to-move

g that these Resoluﬂons be. now read a second time.

,A
‘\.)j

Hon. Co E. TALMA I beg tso second thst

The questzon was put and resol'ved zn the affznnatwe
wzthow: dwzszon.

. Hon, Ju C. TUDOR. Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move
that these: Resohﬁions be now ag'reed to; R

Hon. C. E TALMA 1 beg to second that.

The questwn was put. and resolved zn the afﬁrmatwe
w;thowi dwzswn.

- Hon,J. C. TUDORy Mr. Speaker, I beg- to move

that Order Noi'4 be‘the next Order of the Day under
Gmrnment Business. / o : :

Hon, C. E. TALMA I beg to second thats

" The question was put and resolved in the affzrmatwe
wzthout dj' mswn. o

THE R.ATE OF INTEREST (AMENDMENT)
. ACT, 1967

i

Mr. SPEAKER' Accondingly,the instamomerof :
the Day is Order No. 4 which stands in the name of
the Hon. and:Learned Minister of Finance, and it is
to.. move. the second veading of a Bﬂltoamendﬂne-
Rate of Interest Act. 1754. g ~

Hon. E W BARROW' Mr. Speake::gﬂﬁs Bﬂlwas
read ‘a first time on the 21st Novembex; 1967, This
date is rather significant because it is the.date im-
mediately aftexr the new interest rate was sunounced
by the Chancellor of the Exchequerin his speech of the
18th November, 1967, at 21.30 Greenwich time,:
Therefore in a matter of three days the Government
of Barbados had to make some rapid decisions conse-
quent upon the devaluation of the pound sterling and
the increase in the bank rate in England, which brought

the bank xzate up to the same level as the maximum
- rate chargeable by anyone in oroutside Barbados for.

loans made in Barbados by anyone inBarbados under
the. Usury Act, 1754,
745 p.m, :

Ishould wne xommind Your Honour that pexr-

miss&onwaa sought by the: kon. Leader of the: House. -

to deal with this Bill in all:of its stages on that.day,

and this met with much resistance from the other
gide; and. in the.process of another attenuating ad-
dress on their reasons for opposing the passage of
the Bill'at that time, the hon. senior member for St.
Thomas’ made a-cardinal error in stating that.the
Rate. of Interest Act in Barbados had beenin existence
since 1754, and it had never been amended. That is
on the:record.. =~ - - ®

Mz, J. M. G. M.‘m's:\ Mz, Speaker,

Mz, SPEAKER On what has the hon. member

:cisen'?
Mr. J M. G M. ADAMS Ona point of oxder.
Mn, SPEAKER 1 did not hear it.
Mr. J. M. G.M. APAMS: On a point of order. If

the Prime Minister can produce my word saying that
the Act had never been amended, 1 willeat the paper

that those words are -written on. I said that the Act

has existed gince.1754. (ASIDES) v

Hon. E. W. BARROW' The hon. member who
made the asides about esssscass

Mr. SPEAKER'?«Let the Hon. Prime Minister ig-
nore those asides. Tkmy are too trivial to merit
netice. | - :

Hon. E. W, BARROW: I think it is a matter of
great embarrassment for any one who comes in the
House pantificating on :matters, to be reminded of
their errors. I pointed out at that time that the Act
had not only been amended, but it had been amended
in 1958 and 1959 by the Governmentof which the same
hons member is a member; although he was not with
us:4at. the time;-and that the amendments had been
repealed by this Government subsequently, after we
came into office. If the hon. member is saying that he
will eat the paper that thatiswrittenon, he could only
be saying so, confident .that the record has already
been destroyed, or that he has eaten it already him-
self, because hon: members who were here are well
aware.of what he said, and membexrs onhis own side.
I allowed him to go on and on until he got himself
deeply enmeshed, and then I got up and read it out to
him that it had been amended, and I forgave him be-
cause I said that he had been on an extended stay out
of the island and therefore it was not his fault.

' Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: On a point of order.

What happened was this: when we were talking about
the fact that it was the reign of George II (ASIDES)
This is a point of order. t

‘Hon, Ei Wy BARROW It looks ke a point of ex-
asperation to me, Sir. .

Mr, J. M. G M.  ADAMS: Know your place.
(Laughter)

Mz SPEAKBR. Ikavewhearittomle (ASIBE'S) :

Now, let me deal with this. I domtdeemﬂmtw
clamation to: be unparliamentary but I deem it to'be

' extremely bad taste, becmu, obviously,the Chn.ixts

being addressed.
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Mr, J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Iwould not say to Your
Honour “Know your place’.Iwas saying this becauge
the Chairman of Committees had just returnedto the
House, I must not say: ‘‘Know your place®. If you
please; my point of orderis this: The Prime Minister
is misrepreseriting what happened, I was talking about
200+years and the Prime Minister was kind enough to
get up and draw it to th8 attention of the House the
fact that the Act was amended in 1958, I never said
that it was not amended, because, if the Prime Min-~
ister really wishes, he can send a messenger of the
Housge to my office in James Street where you will find
in my handwriting two separate amendments entered
in my copies of the Laws of Barbados - entered at
different times, - when I first came back here to
practise at the Bar and went throughthe entire Laws
of Barbados amending them in accordance with the
Acts.

*Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. and learned senior
member for St. Thomas has made his point of order.
Let me assure him that the Prime Minister cannot
send any messenger of this House to any lawyers®
office. He would not get the permission of the Chair
or of the Speaker to do it.

Hon, E. W. BARROW: May I assure youthat I did
not even know that the hon. member had an office.
His predecessor did not have one. He was at the top
of the staircase over Knights Limited, if you call that
an office.

. Mr, SPEAKER: Anyhow, one is not concerned with
whoever was the predecessor of the Hon, and Learned
senior member for St. Thomas.

~Hon., E. W. BARROW: I should have said “pro~-
genitors’’, If the hon. member has an office, where
that: office is, I do not know. I know he had a tout
outside somebody else’s office.

. Mr. SPEAK.ER- That does not matter. Letus deal
wlth the Rate of Interest Act.

Mr. Ji M. G. M. ADAMS: On a point of ordex. The
Prime Minister said that I had a tout outside some-
body else's office,

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Outside Asquith Phillips
Ofﬂoe taking away his clients.

- Mr, J. M. G, M, ADAMS: The man you fought with
at Independence Square! (4SIDES)

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 may, withthe utmost reluctance
have to suspend the sitting, but I know that hon. mem-=
bexrs will cooperate in the spirit of the Bar - with a
capital “B™,

‘Hon, E. W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker, I intend to be
very brief, Sir, because this is a comparatively sim-
ple-mattex to all but a few of the pesople on the other
side, In 1754y the second Statute, as far as 1 can re~
meémber, on the Statute Book of the island imposed 5.
limitation of six per cent per annum on any ' loan of

-monies loaned for any purpose, any design, machinery

or anything like that., There was a very exhaustive
definition in the Act itself which will be found in
Volume I of the Laws of Barbados on page 6. The
first Act in the printed Laws of Barbados is the Act
to prevent all forcible and Clandestine Entries into

any loans or tenements within this island; the next

one is the Three Houses Spring Act; the third one is
an Act to quiet the inhabitants of this island in the
peaceable possession of their estates and for remov-
ing the causes of expensive and vexatious Suitsin re<
lation thereto, and the fourth is the Usury Act or the
Rate of Interest Act, and that Act said that it shall be
cited as the Rate of Interest Act and then in Section 2
it says this:~

‘‘No person or persons whatsoever, from and
after the end of one month after the commencement
of this Act, upon any contract which shall be made
from and after the said time, shall take directly or
indirectly for Joan of any moneys, goods, wares, mer-
chandise, or other commodities whatsoever, above the
value of six pounds for the foreberance of one hundred
pounds for a year, and so after that rate for a greater
or lesser sum or for a longer or shorter time; and all
judgments, bonds, contracts, and assurances what=
soever made after the time aforesald, for payment
of any principal or money to be lent, or convenanted
to be performed upon or for any usury, whereupon
or whereby there shall be reserved or taken above

the rate of six pounds in the hundred as aforesaid,

shall be utterly void: and all and every person or
persons whatsoever who shall after the time afore-

said, upon any contract thereafter to be made, take,.

accept and receive by way or means of any corrupt
bargain, loan, exchange, chievesance, shift, or in-
terest of any goods, wares, merchandise, or other
thing or things whatsoever or by any deceitful way or
means whatsoever, or by any covin, engine or deceit-
ful conveyance for the forbearing or giving day of
payment for any whole year of and for their money or
other thing, above the sum of six pounds for the fox-
bearing of one hundred pounds for the Vear .sesseess’’

The Act has three short sections: but what was
clear is that this Act was to prohibit the charging of
an interest rate higher than six pex centeither by a
pawnbroker for the deposit of goods; or a loan of
money by a bank, for facilities by way of ovexrdrafts
or loans granted by the bank to its customers, on
bills of exchange, on debentures; on ‘contracts en~

tered into by merchants with the bank, on mortgages*

- everythmg’ Sir'
7.55 p.m,

There 1is no doubt about that at all. And the

reason for that:isthatin1754,thatwas atatimewhen -

usury was rampant notonly in Barbados, but through-

out the British Empire, as it was knownat that time
and many people were driven to destruction because -

they were called upon to pay exorbitant rates of in-
terest by money lenders and then they found them-
selves in difficulty and.even. that they could pay

_back the high rates of interest, far less to pay back

the principal sums, That is a matter of history.
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- Now,in 1968 some 204 yearsla.ex,the last Govern-
ment introduced a Bill here to amend the provision of
the Usury Act and to make it possible for a sunt great-
er than six percent per annum to be charged. What was
significant ‘then ‘was that what is now known as the
€Commonwealth Development Corporation and was
then known, as far as Ican remember, as the Colonial
Development Corporation, had been approached by the
Electrical Undertakers - that is what they say in the
Act; they call them undertakers -the Barbados Light
& Power Company, for a lean of £300,000, and the
Commonwealth Development Corporation or C.D.C.
said that they couldnotlendthem ata rate lower than
six percent, or-as low a8 six percent. The individual
company - I want to draw the distinction between the
state of affairs on interest then and the state of
affairs with interest now - therefore was able to per-
suade the Government then to amend the Rate of In-
terest Act so as to.make it possible for them to bor-
Tow mopey from the Commonwealth Development
Corparation,

It is significant that by the tima that the Bill
came before the House the bank rate in England
had drifted down from seven perxcent to five and one-
half percent, but the Government of Barbados still
pursued the Bill. ;

In 1959, the following year, C.D.C. said that they
were not satisfied with the actual terminology used
in the Bill: so afurther amendment was made in 1959
to the Bill, Representations were .made by various
members of the mercantile community at the time to
the Government that in the ‘same way that they had
allowed the Electrical undertakers to get it, that they
should allow investors resident in to get it as well;
but this did not see the light of day,

As far as Iremember -lam trying to remember
now ~in 1961 there was a further amendment-to-the
Bill. The first amendment was 1958 -26, passedonthe
14th August, and the debate began sometime in July

and the Bill'was then amended in 1959 again. This is
what the Bill says before me.-

Now, it is very important, Sir, to recount that
what we are discussing here is individual legislation,
i8 an amendment made tothe Usury Actto accommo -
date a peculiar situation - a situation peculiarto the
Barbados Light and Power Company and their dealings
with the Comimonwealth Development Corporation.The
Commonwealth Development Corporation has made
one 'loan in Barbados for all its years of existence,
whien the Canadian -International Power 'Company
bought over.the Barbades Light and Power Company.
That Loan was repaid; and since then the Common-
wealth Development Corporation has not madeasin-
gle investment in the Island of Barbados where they
have their Regional Headquarters., =

As a matter of fact, Sir, in their dealings, they
are often harder than the hardest money-lenders you
can find anywhere, and they always shelterunder the
claim that they have.toborrowmoney st market rates,
and they have administrative expenses, and thie British
Treasury does not allosrthem to make money available

to Commonwealth countries at lower rates than one-
half of one percent or one percent over the prevafl-
ing market rate inthe United Kingdom,. Thatis some- .
thing which 1 personally have taken up with British
Cabinet Ministers and even with the Prime Minister
himself, Mr, Harold Wilson, on the lastoccasion that
I spoke to him, I pointedout to him that it did not look
good that In the very tetrTitory where they had their
headquarters the Commonwealth Development Cor-
poration had not been able to stimulate any kind of
development since that time they were repaid a pri-
vate loan which they made under the amendment to the
Usury Act to the Light-and Power Company.

The hon, member made another statement, He™
probably would deny it again, I had to point out to him
that these were the highest rates imposed by the Bank
of England on the instructions of the Chancellorof the
Exchequer on the 18th November, 1967, or the high-
est bank rate since 1914, or from the middle of 1914,
He was claiming that the Bank rate was not higher be-
fore, and it was not necessary.

The bank rate has never been as high as eight
percent for 54 years, and that is a lot older than me
and certainly nearly twice his age - of course not
too much older than me, but certainly I was not in
being and under the King's Peace at that time, This
is the last time that the bank rate had been as high
as that, and of course at that time the whole of
Europe was on the ~verge of a major conﬂagration.
8.05 p.m,

Now we live in what is called an open economy.
We do not have a Central Bank., We do not print our
own currency, neither do we mint our owncoins. We
are tled to a currency agreement of the pound ster-
ling by the Eastern Caribbean Currency Authority

' Agreement which was ratified by the Legislature of

this Island two or three short years ago. Like any
other country which has emerged only recently -and
not in the dim and distant past - from colonialism, it
is going totakeus alongtimeto shake off the devices
by which the overseas territories were shackled to
the economy of what fondly used to be described as
the Mother Country, Because Great Britain was the
greatest trading nation in the world, it was conve-
nient from the point of view of Imperial preference,
because the pound was aunit of international account,
It was one of the great reserve currencies of the
world along with the French franc, the Swiss franc and
the United States dollar., Every little country does not
go off in a tantrum and set up its own currency with
the gold standard, because you have to have some-
thing which in the fullest sense of the term in curren-
cy that is capable of moving from one place to another
and capable of recognition and respect, and that is
why invariably even in some countries much larger
than ours, you have arrangements whereby you
have your currency tled to some unit of international
account such as the pound sterling or the dollar, as the
case may be. Which of the great currencies of inter-
national account you select depends largely on histor -
ical factors, but more important, as in the case of
the ‘Bahamas, on your trade patterns and the kind of
backwaxrd and forward movement of particular curren-




¢les which you may have inside of your economy, If,
therefore, as in the case of the Bahamas or Bermuda,
the people in those territories earn more dollars than
they earn pounds, if they do not expoxrt anything or
very little from them - and most of their trade both
by way of foodstuffs, building materials and so on is
with the United States and the United States in turn
supplies them with a substantial proportion of the
gross national income of the country which is derived
in the form of dollars - then you will see that that
country has little to do with sterling: and, as a re-
sult, in the Bahamas - a much - a mich smaller
country with a much smaller. population than Barba -
dos - they have been able to establish the Bahamas
dollar on parity of $1,00 for $1.00 with the United
States dollar; so when devaluation comes along, for the
Bahamas to devalue their currency would be like the
United States devaluing their own dollar because
Great Britain has devalued the pound,

The whole object of the exercise, M::, Chairman,
was to give the pound lesser purchasing powerthan the
dollar; so the people in the Bahamas are very fortu-
nate, Here in Barbados with the Eastern Caribbean
Currency Authority, we have tied our dollar atfour
shillings and two pence sterling, Whatever happens
to the pound, therefore, happens to us automatically
until we amend the agreement.

Now, it is also one of the unfortunate paradoxes
of our monetary arrangements that frequently when
steps are taken to do somsething bat and base, as it
were, the situation which exists here may be entirely
different from the situation which exists on the cir-
cumstances or the periphery; so countries on the
periphery like New Zealand, Barbados, Trinidadand
Tobago, Jamaica, Mauritius and so onmayhave eco-
nomic conditions which are entirely different; but
unfortunately until we devise som= way of freeing
outselves either of the trading connection or the
monetary linkage or both, we unfortunately will have
violent reactions in the overseas territories to the
smallest movement or pronouncement made in the
United Kingdom which is virtually controlling our
currency.

The situation is that‘when the Chancellor of the
Exchequer announces that the Bank Rate goesupto 8
per cent, almost automatically the bank rate inBar-

bados goes up to 8 1/2 per cent, Almost automatically .

the interest rate goes up by about half of one pex
cent more than the bank rate, and it makes money ex-

tremely difficult and expensive for the personwho is,,

in need of money. We have to examine it very careful-
ly - and I apologise for spending such a long time -
but the reason for that is that as far as I know in the
history of Barbados, we have had one bank which is
autochthonous, which has sprung out of the Island
- ltself. That Bank has had a very unfortunate history,
has gone into liquidation or has been put mxo Receiv-

ership owing something like $800,000, It is the only
Bank we had, Of the other Banks, three are Canadian
Banks and one British Bank, BarclaysD C O.inBar-
bados, They are linked direcly with their Head Offices,
and they draw on their Head Offices to expand their
loans in Barbados, They do not lend money to their

Head Offices; they borrow money from their ‘Head
Offices. Everything, is all right as long:as the Head
Offices.can afford to.lend them money belowthe rate
prescribed by our Usury Act, but since for the first
time .in. fifty -four years the rate has gone up to 8
percent and the amandment in Barbados only allows
8 percent interest to be paid - the amepdment msde
by the previgus Government - the purpose ofthis.Bill
therefore seeks to exempt institutions like the Banks
which have to borrow money from sources where they
cannot get it below:8 percent todend it here, nothwith-
standing the provisions of the Usuxy Act, in oxder to
keep the wheels of commerce-andtrade turning. This
is something which the average Barbadian, including
myself, does not like.

“We would like to see’the day come when we can
have our own Céntral Bank, when we'are strong enough
to do that, when the Ministerof Fitiance or the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer can'prescribe the rates,
which is the next thing we will' have to ¢ome to the
House with, or the different rates for the different
kinds of transactions, because,as 1have said on many
previous occaslons, there is no such thingasthe rate
of interest, In any community like ours, a democratic

semi-capitalistic society with a socialist Government,

at any one time you have several rates of interest.
You do not have one rate of interest, but you have a
maximum ceiling beyond which neither one of the
rates can rise; so you wouldhavea rate on Treasury
Bills, you would have a rate fot bank overdrafts, you
would have a Mortgage rate, and you would
have even a rate at the pawnbrokers, andall of them
may be different at any one time. You would, there-
fore, have several rates of interestand it depends on

whether you are borrowing ‘‘short term’’ or whether

you are borrowing ‘‘long term’’

The significant thing is that although it is called
the Rate of Interest Act, this does not: fix the rate of
interest; it fixes the celling beyond-which no rate of
interest is allowed to rise. After all; interestis rent
charged for the use of somebody else's money, and
it should be an economic rent, You are renting some-
body’s money and you pay them rent for it, and all the
Usury Act says is that the rate should not rise above
eight percent, That is the situation in a nutshell,

I want to tell hon. members that Thave never been
a_proponent in a soclety like this of lifting the lid
off the rate of interest. This. Bill has limited appli-
cations, It is limited to the drawing of funds on
overseas Investors, and as far as I am cencerned,
I would like to assure hon, members that as soon as
the conditions change, I.will be coming in here.in
the same way that I repealed similar provisions,I:
think, in 1962, enacted by formexr Governments - 1
will be returning having established the precedent
myself for repealing these provisions, whether it is.
in February, March, April.or Mdy, and I hope: it will
be as soon as possible,

8.15 p,m. . : o

But the indications are.that at any time between
February and May the rate may.coms down, It may not
come down sufficient to justify:the repeal at that time,
1 give hon. members the assurance thatl am such a
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strong fanatic about this kind of thing, I'would like to.
make a complete break with the Colonial past and I
‘will be bringing in. an Act in here to repeal this as
8so0n as: conditions-allow and no harm is done to the
economy. I give hon. members that assiirance, sound
in the knowledge that I was the person who did it be-
fore - the only person inthe history of this Island who
did' it before, and L'will do it agdin, I did not send it
upithe first time, That is the assurance which 1
give hon, members. :

. I'will at some time or other bring in legislation
here probably repealing the Usury Act altogether, ex-
cept the ceiling, of course, and amending it in such a
way that it will be: possible for the Minister, with the
approval of the House, to ‘publish or make an Order
to be published in the Offical Gazette from time to
time prescribing what the different rates of interest

on different things should be. do not think:I can say -

anything more than that usefully This, Sir, is a na-
tional issue. ‘

I assure hon. members - anyone who was in the
House of Assembly in 1958 would know that I gave a
complete exposition of my views at that time, and I
do not recant, withdraw or regret a single thing I
said on that occasion, I think there are about twenty
pages in the Offical Gazette in which I gave chapter
and verse of what I'thought the effects of the rate of
interest on the economy would be, The senfor mem-
ber for the City and the funior member for St. Lucy
also spoke, and I think we all have the same views.
I would say that this does not affect mortgages, and
I-do not want any Solicitor tomorrow writing to any-
body and telling him that he now has to pay more or
calling in defeasantes, because this is not to affect
mortgages,

Further, there is provision, as hon. members
will see - Ithink it i8 in Clause 3 of the Bill - that
time. to time, 1 will read the Clause exactly, Under
Section 2 (b) - there is something wrong with the
numbering, Sir, because they have two a’s and two
b’s in Section 2, There i8 & second ‘‘b’* in Section 2,
and I do not know how we will get around that. It calls
for some kind of renumbering. It is Section 2 (b),
exempting the charging of interest in excess of that
prescribed in the Usury Act by ‘‘any suchother firm
or body corporate or class of firm or body corporate
as the: Minister responsible for Finance may by order

awclfy ”

' . 1 have no intention of specifying any exis;ting
moxrtgages under this; but what I would like to come
to the House with in future - and I serve notice on all
members now - is that instead of amending the Usury
Act from time totime, we should make an Order say-
ing Treasury Bills, so much; Bills of Exchange so
much; Drafts, as the case may be, so much, but re-
cognising always that there is & maximum cefling
beyond which the rate of interest should not rise,

With those explanations, Six, I will nowleave it to
the Pundits to enjoy themselves, and I beg to move
that the Bill be now read a second time,

Hon, J. C. .TUDOR:

I beg to second that.

Mz, J. M. G. M, ADAM3: Mr, Speaker, we have
to be eareful lest in our approach to our speeches -
by ‘‘we?! I mean the Prime Minister and I - we turn
into a comedy of exrors; for where the one genuine
error which the Prime Minister has been able to
peint out in the hurried pr8liminary remarks made
when leave was sought to deal with this- Bill at an
earlier stage, was uttered by me, he has seized that
relating to. the 8%. He himaelf has made no few
errors in the current debate. :

For-example, the Primz Minister said that it
was he who came into this House to repeal Acts that
turned the rate of Interestfrom beingfreedof a ceil-
ing back into a fixed ceiling. 1 have before me the
Act 1961-52, which was passed before the 2nd Novem -
ber, 1961. I have not got the signature of the former
Speaker, but it came before:us .on the 9th; it was
passed and the Governor’s assent was given on the
2nd November, 1961, and to my knowledge would sug-
gest that it was not the Prime Minister who repealed
the 1958-39 Acts, but it was the old Government, I am
sorxy the Prime Minister isnothere, perhaps,to set
me right because, as he has pointed out, I was not
here at the time. I can only go by the facts, and the
facts say that it was before the 1961 Elections that
these two Bills, which the Prime Minister had op-
posed tooth and -nail and twenty pages went into the
Official Gazette, in 1958, were repealed, I have it
here. The Act 1961-52, Clause 3, says:

“*The Rate of Interest (Amendment) Acts 1958-59
are hereby repealed "

Clause 2 deals with changing the rate of interest
from 6% to 8%, Mr. Speaker, as Isay, it is a comedy
of errors when we have to rush Into things quickly,
and when you have to'go into yourhead and into your
miemory you can make mistakes, 1 know quite well
that in the United Kingdom any rate of interest over
7%. is regarded as a crisis rate, and anything at that
level 7%, 7 1/2%or 8% isa well known temporary rate
put-on for banks and moneylenders, not to encourage
them 't0 make money, but to stop them from lending
meney. That is the purpose forthese high bank rates,
That even now is the:purpose -of the 8% bank rate in-
troduced in England. ‘-

The relatlonship of devaluation to the rate of
interest in Barbados is neglible, but the relationship
of devaluation to the rate _of/\int(erest in England, which
is the original devaluer, is important. It is true: the
fmmadiate effect on devaluq,tion is to cause domestic
inflation. It can by mcrcasmg export earnings: it can
revive employment, which In England undoubiedly
needs revivlng. it can increase consumption; and, if
left uncheckad by rcstrictive investment measures,
such as raising the _bank rate tq.a crisis level, you
will soon lose the bcneflcial effects of devaluation be -
cause the cost will rise again
8.25 p.m.

That part has no relevance to Barbados because I
do not think our economy needed devaluation. Itis un-




fortunate, as 1 said in the debate on the Exchange

Control Bill, that the price we have to pay for gua-

ranteeing the protection of our currency'is subjection

to devaluation in Britlan whenever itoccurs,Itis un-

fortunate; but I am sure that the Prime Min{ster will

agree with me, as I would agree with him, that that

is the price which, at the moment, must be paid, We

may be strong enough foY a Central Bank in our own

note issue and so on, but I do not think that we are

strong enough for independent currency - indepen-

dent, that is to say to have a dollar against a pound,

the two currencies with which we mostly have to deal.

Now, Mr. Speaker, at an early stage I should say that

the Prime Minister has achieved what lawyers and
politicians, I think,:spend a lot-of time in achieving,

that is taking the wind out of their opponents’ safls.
to some degree,because in the thought which I have been
able to give to this Bill overthe last two weeks, I have
come to exactly the same conclusion that the proper

amendment to the Rate of Interest Act, would be to

give the Minister responsible for Finance power to

make alteratfons in the Rate of Interest asthe occa-

sion seems fit. That ig a conclusion whichl think any
sensible financial student - I am not goingto use the

words ‘‘financial expert’’ -looking atthe situation of
Barbados would see; that this particular Bill before

the House is a clumsy instrument and that the correct
instrument for the necessary adjustments inthe rate

of interest is a Central Bank, and failing that, power

in the Minister of Finance to make alterations by
instrument,

The Barbados Labour Party, I am glad to say,
cams to this conclusion quite independently of the
Prime Minister. To tell the truth, Mr. Speaker, he
surprised me somewhat, when he introduced this Bill,
at the end of his speech in introduction. The other
thing which we welcome is his assurance that this
Bil]l will go through the door whenthere is a need for
it, if there is a need for it, and that is going to be the
main burden of my speech, ‘““if there is-a need for it*’,
when that need is offered. There was something in
the Prime Minister’s speech which gave me the im-
pression that he had never had anything to thank the
Opposition more for than the two weeks’ delay which
he seized during the last session of the House until
today. Nobody in his right senses would seriously be-
lieve that at my behest the Prime Minister, who so
often tells us that the Opposition is not there to run
the Government and will not run the Government,
would put off a Bill, which he says was absolutely
vital to Barbados, just ltke that, As he said, he could
go on the political platform andtell the people that the
Opposition has destroyed the economy of Barbados,
He said so and we laughed, and our laughter proved
to be the best comment on what he said. None of us,
Mz, Speaker, even althOug'h we know the Prime Min-
ister, none of us thought of him as being g0 irres-
ponsible as to leave the economy of Barbados two
weeks in which to- collapse just so that he could
blame the Opposition for it, But let that pass into the
limbo of the comedy of errors of the last meeting of
the House . It was a joke; it was always a joke; and it
could only have convinced one or two of the more
financially simple-minded members of the Cabinet
who were taken, I believe, by what the Prime Minis-

introduced the Bill,
and afterthat they were: still affected to think that
that could have been & serious padlitical manoeuvre. -
The Prime Minister,.in our vigw, was panioked into
introducing this Bill, . .-

ter told them: before he: first -

. There is fa»histoxys-ﬁ sttaching- te the particular
Bill which., is before the House inthe form which
has been chosen, Obviously, there was timeenough
only to revert to the 1958 Bill and copy it out practi-
cally rerbatim but with a very significant alteration
to which I will refer later. - there was time enough
only for that, Everything was panic station. The Prime
Minister was running around;-the ship perhaps was
sinking beneath him; he was txying to get the water
pumped out and he was running around and around
and shouting: ‘‘Don’t panic. den’t panic, don’t panic,?’
but he was acceptingall the results of panic, nonethe-
less, . - : o

This argument about the bank rate in England
being 8% and therefore the bank rate in Barbados is
to be more than 8% has certain specious plausibility
that did appeal to. certain financally simple - m'nded
persons, memoers of the Cabinet, One particular
member of the Cabinet told me thatit is as simple as
that; the people will send their money to England un-
less you raise the rate.of interest to keep it here,
I could not discuss it with him because anybody who
sees something as complex as the interest rate, that
greases the wheels of modern capitalist economy in
simple Barbadian terms that ‘¢ the English rate is
8%, and therefore we have -to-be more' - it is im-
possible to explain in ordimary conversation that
nothing could be as simple as that, and, of course,
it is not anything like that. Imusttake issue with the
Prime Minister*'s statemant that the interest rates.go
up one-half of one per cent more thanthe Bank rate.
That really is an over-simplification that he could
only introduce in his speech because the people with
whom he has to talk finance for the main part are the
people to whom perhaps, he has not got the patience
to explain finance at length, The people whom “e
has to convince in his own Cabinet may not have
patience with financial topies, but it just is not
true that when the English:Bank rate is 8%, any
rate goes up to omne-half of one per cent more:
It just simply is not true.. That is not the way
that things work. Let us get this right into-our
heads. There are rates of interest in England-
of 40% and 50% per year. We had a party meeting
about this; I had to point out - I do not say that
the other Party members who :were present did
not know it - that in England you can get-a money
lender to lend: you woney on your  expectancy
under a. Will. But he is not a true money-lender;
he is a gambler. He is gambling that you father
or auntie or grandfather who is going to leave

~ you money under @ Will is.not going to change

the Will, and therefore you may pay 30% per year
on money borrowed on.expectancy, He would charge
you by the month; he would charge you 4% or 5% a
month if he hears that you and.whoever is leaving

the money are likely. tofall out; That has no con~:

nection at all in Barbados with the rate of interest
being fixed at 8%. That is a transaction with which

q
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wehave ncm_ggdm conmectjon at all in Barbados,
Qur xates of interest belng fixed at 8% rules out that
type of transaction: altogether, but I have mentioned
it.as being one extremp:in the, scale. Money-lendexrs
who want: to.-furn over thelr money every two years
exist; but they cannot existin . au-economy. such as
ours. Although I have not read the Prime Minister's
speech 4n.-1958, 1, womld have expgcted that he was
neally  treaging, the House then to- twenty pages of
explapation. on ithe rgte. of interest to point out that

~ while a fixed ceiling has digedvantages, it also has

a@gp,gnges in.that it discourages the kind of money-
lending speculation whickhas from.: ime lm nameorial;
pmvaﬂndin countries- with a freer attitude towards
mmresgg:m&

8.35 p.m.

R (RIS R !

. -Now,:Mr, Speaker, there are some facts relating
tQ the rate of jaterest, thavecheckedand I have done
my best to--get all of the figures absolutely as up to
date gs L pqes&bl,y ican as tothe rates of interest that
are now prevailingdn England with the eight percent
bapk: xate. This eight per. cent bank rate,as I have
sald, 13 not.dngerest.for the purpose of encouraging
money-to +be lent out. It was, introduced for the pur-
pase of ;togping mogey f,rom bemg lent out,

Ll T

1 have obtained a copy of aletter which was sent
out. by- the Bank of England on the. 19th November to
all commercial. banks :in England, This letter made
it.cleax that Banks -unless ina way, -.are not allowed
at this. pxeeent 10: deal, directly with-private borrow-
ers at all, S SR

quxdmﬁt ratgs m g,wand have in fact gone up
to gxound nine: to-ten percent and bear in mind, Mx;
Speaker, that is ogle of the things ﬂmt the Banks are
hepinsior- Conli

All oﬁ us whqhavean overd:raft, let us remembex
that the first.thing to.go up would be an gverdratt,
This is the highest rate of interest; but these over-
drafts rates in England have gone up:to: nine and ten
pexcent; approximately. The Engligh Banks have been
restricted from lending anybody new, money. Those
people who:have been previously paylng eight per
cent on ovexdraft, now have .to pay nine or nine and
a. half pex: cent, but NOW, overdrafts are not being
gmed' RES O U -af;\f,x;'ﬁ :

wis id o bee L
The Bﬂnk ciEgglgndAn 1ts lattarhas said in quite
straightforward terms thatlending for most purposes

must be held down in aggregate to the current lending,

Severe but, very gelective. restzictions will need to be
placed on the Banks:lending in sterlingto the Private
sector and borrowers abroad. ] am reading quotations.

.. The recent upwaxrd trend in lending the person
should be held without delay, Therefore, it is:no ques -
tion of the Banks in England really holding out their
bands for more money tolend out ata higher interest
xate to anybody. In a pointing letter circulatedto the
English Bank, it also states what are the particular
interest rates. They state that severe but selective
restriction in lending out money are to be employed.

Now, this is the first of the interest rates which
I am going to quote tathe House just to show you that
there is no question of interest going up to half per-
cent over the Bank rate,Jt particularly states that the
one form of lending which would be generally permit- -
ted is overdrafts. It says that the cleaxingand Scottish
banks may renew their facilities for immediate term
export finance at the fixed' rate of five and a half per
cent 50 that people engaged in the export business in
England, notwithstanding the bank rate is eight per
cent, are still borrowing money at the rate of five
and a half per cent, Now I have just mentioned that,
That 1s one of the interest rates.

Now, we come down to-the others, Mr, Speaker,
it is all very well for the Prime Minister to say that
this Bill does not apply to mortgages. A bank lends
out money-for security 6n house property, and land
as well, and it can Taise the interest rate, if this Bill
s passed, on all loans which are secured by title
deeds, It is a simple, straightforward matter,

- We would think, bearing in mind what the Prime
Minister has said, that mortgage loans in England
would be going up. The Chairman of the Bulilding
Society in England has sald that there isto be no al-
teration in the interest rates on houses and lands,
The mortgage rates on home loans in England remain
at 7 1/8 per cent, not even eight per cent, still less
thant what you can get if you lend your money out here.
The interest paid to people who give their money to
Building Societies' to lend out for them remains at
four and & half per cent.

Now, there {s another point, Perhaps the most
accessible means  to the public to get interest on
money is to put it into a savings account or deposit
account, You carry it and put it in a fixed deposit
or a demand deposit or whatever it is, That has gone

‘up in England, but sgain not very near eight per cent,

It has gone up to six percent because the English
banks have & rough rule thattheirfixed deposit rate
is also kept at two percent belowthe bank rate, It has
gone up to six per cent,

The Banks in Barbados feel that the investors
are going to send their money to an English deposit
account and not lend to' them because they can get
six per cent in England, They are still open to pay
the sixper centhere in Burbados, They can stfll do it,
If they want to attract deposit account money, they can
pay people six per cent on their deposit account, If
they want to attract deposit money, they do not need
this Bill to do it,

A security mortgage is another thing, By farthe
greater amount 'of money loaned out inBritainor the
United States of America or any other country is loan~
ed-out on what is called Treasury paper, Government
paper, or ‘whatever it 1s, You lend it on stocks,
Consols. ‘1 do not want to bore the House on what
Consols are at length, but there is a lot of English
Government’s financing done by issuing Consolidated
Loan Bonds:-which bear a nominal face value of £100
and a nominal interest rate of either two and half-pex
cont, three and a hﬂf per cent or four: per cent. But




although they pay this nominal face value of £100,
they are not sold for £100, What theyare sold forin
England and still tells you what the rate of interest
is because a Consol Bond is anentitiementto call on
the Government for £2,10 interest at-the end of the
year, That is.all it is, and what you pay for it deter-
mines what that rate of interest represents,
L

Consols stocks, two and a half per cent loan
Consols, except English Government bonds of this
sort, are never redeems=d. You can still-pay to the
Government, but they never have a closing date.

Two and a half per cent Consols. closed last
Friday at 34 7/8 and 35 1/8;-I have worked that out
when I was in the House this afternoon, and it:{s 7 1/8
per cent, Four per cent Consols closed at 56 5/8 to
56 7/8. That is seven per cent; sothere is no Bank
rate which is immediately available to a personwith
money to lend at more than eight per cent. The only
people who can get more than eight percent in England
at the momsant are the expectancies - the money lend-
ers that are lending out on expectancies andthat sort
of thing - and the Banks with ovezdrafts,

There is none of us here who actually sends.out
money to England to a Bank and looks for anything
more than eight per cent, There is just no meaning
in the Prime Minister’s phrase that the rate of inter~
est has gone up a half per cent more.than eight per-
cent. It is meaningless. Mortgage rates are seven and
one eight percent; short terms Treasury paper seven
and one eight percent; medium term Treasury paper
seven per cent; deposits account six percent and if you
want to borrow to finance your exports, the only form
the Banks of England is allowing particularly at the
momeant is five and one half pexcent.

If you really want to get down alittle bit closer,
the Prime Minister said here that the banks have to
borrow from the English Banks, Well, I believe that
my friend the hon. senior memb%er for Christ Church,
has some figures as to the position of loans and de-
posits in the banks here, The fact,as I understand it,
is that deposits in the banks exceedloans, Therefore,
there is no need to send to England for money, But
the rate of interest at which the English Banks: lend
to Discount Houses in all their branches, the highest
rate at which they lend to other financial institutions

has been raised not by two pexr cent but by only one .

and three-eight percent and it stands at six and one
quarter per cent. :
8.45 p.m.,

A Discount House, Mr. Speaker, is a financial
institution that exists to discount people’s bills: Ex-
porters and Importeres carry their bille to 4 dis-
count house and the discount gives them the momey

on discount for thirty days at 6 percent'or whatever-

the matter may be. They have to getthe money from
somewhere, and they are getting their money froma
Bank, and they get it at 6 1/4 pesrcent; What the
English Bank rate.actually is, is.that.if the Discount
Houses have the misfortune to run out of meney and
they have to get emsrgency money, the Bank rate

is the rediscount rate; they -have to pay 8 percent
for emsrgency money. If they actually want physical
money in their hands a day andthey have'to go to'the
Bank for it, they have to pey 8 percent.Ibelieve
probably in the whole of 1967 no Diacount House has
found itself so embarrassed R

Mr. Speaker, these figures arenotalways eaﬁy‘%

- understand and indeed not always easy to read,but

is necessary to analyse them to‘realise that any talk
about money flying into England, as' a result of the
8 percent Bank rate, out of Barbados' i% absolute
thorough-going nonsense. It just is not-so. It just is
not true that there is any simple answer to the pro-
blems to the Bank rate. It does notoperate as easﬂy
as that,

As far as Ican judge too, Mr, Speaker, even here

in Barbados, although ‘Solicitors ‘are sitting very
tight on their money these coupie of weeks, because
they did not know what was going to happen, it does
not seem io worry the Banks. I have not observed
any flight on capital from the Banks, Inegbtiatéd my-
self an overdraft last week, and it was granted in"&
morning. About 9 o’clock I started, and by 11 o'clock
I had the money before the Banks'were even closed, 1
did not see the slightest evidence that the Banks
here are finding it difficult to get money to lend out,

Now, Mr, Speaker, the Prime Minister finds
himself in a bad position and I think perhaps we fired
too many guns on the last occasion, becaunse wé may
have made it very difficult, if not impossiblé,for the
Prime Minister to retreat from the position he'took
up at the last meeting of the House, He has come a
long way down withus in sofaras he has glven us the
assurance that, when the crisis conditions are over,
this Bill can be repealed. In the circumstances, Mr,
Speaker, I would like to give the Prime Minister the
chance perhaps to frame a Bill along the lines which
he-indicated and to give even furthef¢onsideration to
the whole matter of this rate of interest. ‘

The hour. is late¥, Mr. Speaker, and the Prime
Minister has invited me to listen to him on -Rediffu-
sion tonight explain what he.is gotrg to do to keep the
cost of travel low when the IATA waiting period in
respect of airline fares had expired. I whiild like to
hear him,. It is not ofter I'can say that, but-I really
would Iike to hear him.Isuppose all of us think about
travelling in the long term, and in the very shoxt
term, I have formed the imprdssién that all of us are
thinking about eating. s ‘

I would therefore move that furtiier considei‘afldn
of this Bill be now: postponad, a.nd Ifmust resem
the right to speak furthex, " -« -

Mz, SPEAKER: The hon. memher does not have
to reserve it, o

M::. ST. JOHN‘ 1 beg to -second the motion.

The question that further consideration of the Bill be

now postponed was put and resolved in ‘the affzrmatwev

without division.
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ADJOURNMENT

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, this concludes
Government Business for today’s sitting,

I beg to move that this House do now adjourn un-
til Tuesday next, 12th December, 1967, at 120’clock
noon,

Mr, Speaker, before I sit, perhaps I might be
permitted to draw the attention of the House to the
fact that since last we met the Deputy Clerk of this
House has passed and celebrated his thirtieth un-
broken year of service as Deputy Clerk of this House.
1 think, Mr. Speaker, that congratulations to him
through you would be in order, The Deputy Clerk is
almost now a fixture of this House, and there is
scarcely a member - except perhaps you yourself-
who canremember the time in this House when he was
not here, although I believe Your Honour arrived as
a member In the same year that he did, or a few
months before. I think hon, members certainlyonall
sides though they would wish to speak for themselves
would certainly join me in congratulating him on his
thirty years service to this House, service which he
has rendered with patience and certainly with dis-
tinction, and to wishhim thirty more years of service

. if he can stand up not only to this generation of hon,

members, but to those who will certainly succeedus.

Mr, ST. JOHN: Mr, Speaker, I would be glad if I
were permitted to associate myself withthe remarks
made by the Hon. Leader of the House.

Mr, SPEAKER: Is the hon, member seconding
the motion for the adjournment?

Mr, ST. JOHN: Yes, Mr. Speaker, If tonightI do
not do so with any great degree of warmth, it is not
because of the fact that we do not believe on this
side that the congratulations are well merited, but be-
cause we on this side have a great urgency. Now, Sir,
we do hope that the Deputy Clerkwill be spared many
more years withus, and we on this side particularly -
the younger members - have always beenimpressed
by his courtesy to allthe members of this House, and
his willingness to help the younger members and
guide us through the path of the jungle of procedure as
exists in these Chambers.

Mr, LYNCH: Mr, Speaker, I too would like on
behalf of my colleague and myself to join in the
encomiums so well deserved by the Deputy Clerk of
the House. Since coming to this Chamber, Mr,
Speaker, I can say for myself how oftenour task has
been greatly lightened by the wry humour of the

Deputy Clerk, and we have often been impressed by
his willingness to assist new members of the House,
and with that deft touch, which he has, to come right
to the point of anything amusing in a debate,
8.55 p.m.

We do hope thathe will be spared for many years
to guide the younger members into the intricacies
of Parliamentary procedure. We are fortunate in
having such an official in the House of Assembly, and
we do wish that he would, at this time, be assured of
how much nis work is appreciatedonall sides of this
House,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, I am probably
speaking out of turn, but as one who has been asso-
clated with the Deputy Clerk both inside of this Cham -

ber and outside since 1932, a person for whom I hold.

Solicitor, being one of the best Solicitors Barbados
has produced, I rise to congratulate him and trust
that he may be spared in order to assist us in our
deliberations and procedures in this Chamber.

I know that he has been very efficient in his
duties, and is courteous to all who walk into this
Chamber, May he long be spared, and may he be
granted the privilege of serving this Assembly for
many a long year,

Mr, SPEAKER: I would like to associate myself
with the well deserved tribute which has been paid to
Mr. Herbert Lisle Thomas, Deputy Clerk of this
Chamber, for over 30 years. I preceded him by a
few months and I have had, therefore, a very long
opportunity of assessing his work. One of his greatest
assets in his unfailing punctuality, He has set an
example, but I am afraid it is not followed.

There is no question about his professional abil-
ity and his facility for getting on with all members
of this Chamber, irrespective of Party and irrespec-
tive of office, I take this opportunity of expressing
my high appreciation of the dedicated service which
Mr.Herbert Lisle Thomas has renderedto this Cham-
ber during my comparatively long tenure of office. I
endorse what all hon. members have said, andI thank
him for what he has done for the Parliament of Bar-
bados.

The question that this House do mow adjourn until
Tuesday next, 1%th December, 1967, at 12 o’clock noon,
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division,
and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly.

9.00 p.m,

very great respect in the professional field as a





