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House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SECOND SESSION OF 1966 - 71

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 31st January, 1967

Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 2,30 p,m, o'clock today,

PRESENT

‘His Honour J. E. T. BRANCKER, Q.C., F.Z.S.,
(Speaker); Mr, L. E. SMITH, J.P.; Mr. K. N.R.HUSBANDS;
Hon, C. E. TALMA, (Minister of Health and Community
Development); Mr. J. W.CORBIN; Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON;
(Minister of Trade, Tourism, Co-operatives and Fisheries };

~ Mr, R. StC. WEEKES, J.P.;.Mr. W. R. LOWE; Hon.

N. W. BOXILL, (Minister of Communications and Works);
Mr. J. B. YEARWOOD, (Chairman of Committees; His
Honour G. E. SARGEANT, (Deputy Speaker); Mr. C. A, E.
HOPPIN, J.P.

Prayers were read.

MINUTES-

Mr, SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the House
that there are no Minutes yet available for confirmation,

I also have the honour to inform the House that 1 have
recefved a letter from the Caribbean Publishing Company
bearing the date 28th January, 1967 which reads as follows:

His Honour

The Speaker,

The House of Assembly,
Public Buildings,

Sir,

1 have the honour to refer to a front page news
story appearing in the issue of ‘‘The Barbados Daily
News'’ for Thursday, January 26, in which a grave
error of fact was made in that the report stated that
the censure motion amendment was carried 11 to 7,
and in which the ‘‘voting'' was given,

On learning that there had been no division of the
House, I immediately instructed that a correction and
apology to you, Sir, should be inserted on Page 1 of the
following day, and :hn appeared under the Caption*No
division of Censure Motion,** '

This letter is now to submit my formal apology to
you, Sir, and to the Honourable members of the House
for the incorrect report, and to express my hope that
the report caused no undue emburrassment to any
Honourable Member,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
E. L, COZIER
Editor.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS, Mr. CRAIG, Mr. HINDS,
Mr. LYNCH and Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS entered the
Chamber and took their seats.

PAPERS LAID

Hon, C, E, TALMA: Mr, Speaker, on behalf of the Hon,
and Learned Prime Minister and Minister of Finance and
Minister of External Affairs, I am commanded to lay the
following:

Statement of sums of money paid over tothe Account-
ant General by the Commissioner of Police for tl!k
Quarter ended 30th September, 1966,

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon, C, E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, onbehalf of the Hon,
and Learned Prime Minister and Minister of Finance and
Minister of External Affairs, I beg to give notice of the
following:

A Resolution to place the sum of $17,272 at the dis-

posal of the Government to supplement the Estimates,

1966-87 Part I - Current as shown in the Supplemen-
tary Estimate, 1966-67 No, 46 which forms the Schedule
to the Resolution,

And on my own behalf 1begtogive notice of the follow-
ing:

A Resolution to place the sum of $21,026 at the disposal
of the Government to supplement the Estimates,
1966-67 Part I - Current as shown in the Supplemen-
tary Estimate, 1966-67 No, 47 which forms the Schedule
to the Resohttion,

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY
"Hon, C, E, TALMA: I also begtogive notice of my in-

tention to move the House into Committee of Supply at its
next meeting to consider the money Resolutions of which

. notice has just been given,

QUESTIONS

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, I beg to give notice of the
following question:

“To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:
, 1 Will Government state the cost of erecting the
beach facilities structurefat Holetown, St. James, erected
by the Tourist Board?

2. Will Government state if or when thz said beach
facilities will be open to the Public?
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SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon, C, E. TALMA: My, Speaker, I beg to move that
Standing Orders Nos, 5, 14, 16, 18, 19, 40 and 45 be sus-
pended for the remainder of today's sitting,

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

Mr., SMITH: Mr, Speaker, Iam not objecting to the
suspension of the Standing Orders, but I would like to ask
the Hon, Minister whether, after he has finished Govern-
ment Business, he would revert to Private Members*
Business, in order that I may be able to deal with the

Resolution standing in my name, . It is not controversial
and would not take long, and I would ask him to grant me
this favour,

Mr, SPEAKER: Actually the hon, member is not ob-
jecting, He is agreeing with aproviso, Do I understand him
correctly?

Mr, SMITH: I know the hon, member will try his best
along those lines,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: Mr, Speaker, whether or not the
hon. member’s Resolution is controversial, I think we will
accede to that.

Mr. SPEAKER: Let no controversy arise about that
now.

The question that Standing Orders Nos. 5, 14, 16, 18,
19, 40 and 45 be suspended for the remainder of the sitting
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Hon. C, E, TALMA: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move that
Government Business be bow taken,

Hon, G. G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr, SPEAKER: The first Item under Government
Business stands in the name of the hon, junior member
for St, Lucy, the Hon, Leader of the House,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: Mr, Speaker, Iam asking leave to
take charge of Item No, 1inthe absence of the Hon, Leader
of the House,

Mr, SPEAKER: The Hon, Minister of Healthand Com-
munity Development is asking leave of the House to deal with
Item No, 1 under Government Business whichstands in the
name of the Hon, Leader of the House, and unless there is
any objection, leave will be granted,

There being no objection, leave is granted the hon,
junior member for Christ Church to move the House into
Committee of Supply to consider the grant of sums of money
for the service of the Island,

Mr. St. JOHN entered the Chamber and took his seat,

Hon, C, E, TALMA; Mr, Speaker, I beg to move that
Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go into
Committee of Supply,

Hon, G. G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division, and Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and
the House went into|/Committee of Supply, Mr. YEARWOOD'
in the Chair, '

2.55 p.m.
RESOLUTION POSTPONED

A Resolution for the sum of $5,146 was called. |

Hon, C, E, TALMA: Mr, Chairman, Iproposeto com-
mence with the second Resolution first,

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 1966-67 No, 43

A Resolution for the sum of $273,808 was called,
Hon, C, E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, this Resolution
deals with a supplementary vote under two Heads of the
Estimates and there are many items whichhaveto be sup-
plemened, I propose to take these Heads separately.

HEAD 38 - MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Head 38 - Ministry of Health and Community Devel -
opment - was called,

_ Hon, C, E, TALMA: Mr, Chairman, the first Item under
this Head deals with Health dentres inrespectof furniture
and equipment for the Medical Officer’s Quarters at the
Health Centre, Six Cross Roads, St, Philip. The note to this
Item sets out that the amountof $1,422is required in order
that the Medical Officer’s Quarters at this Health Centre
may be properly equipped.

1 should like to give the Committee some idea of what
we have in mind at present, but which we would like to
secure by virtue of this Supplementary Resolution, inorder
to provide the type of accommodation whichwill be required
for the Medical Officer of Health and his family at Six
Cross Roads, St, Philip. At present the furniture is not
considered to be adequate in view of the fact that this Of-
ficer is on contract, he has a mixed family and he needs
proper furniture in order to accommodate his family and
himse)f during his term of contract, whichwe hope, is two
years. He has some furniture, but it is felt that he should
be given other furniture because of the difficulty which we
have experienced in getting the services of Medical Offi-
cers over the past years. This Officer’s proposed furniture
consists of a china cabinet, radio, double mahoganyMorris
suite, four single beds, four mirrors, two bathroom mir-
rors and Venetian blinds.

Mr, Chairman, when we consider the difficulties we
have experienced over theyears insecuring the services of
Medical Officers in order to maintain our healthservices,
I think that this proposed expenditure of $1,422 is a small
one having regard to the service whichthis Officer renders
to the community in the southernarea. That being the case,
I beg to move that Head 38 stand part of the Schedule,

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

The question that Head 38 stand part of the Schedule »

_was put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

HEAD 41 - THE QUEEN ELIZABETH HOSPITAL
Head 4] - The Queen Elizabeth Hospital - was called..

Hon C, E, TALMA: Mr, Chairman, indealing with this
Head, I think it is incumbent on me at this stage, knowing
that such a large Institution as the Queen Elizabeth Hospital
will be subjected to scrutiny by hon. members, to give
some information to this Committee as to what is going on
at the Hospital and how it is that this substantial sum of
money should be required at this stage to supplement the
various items under this Head as set out in the Supple-

mentary Estimate, 1 am expected, and it is incumbent on

me, to give a brief resume of things not only to members
of the Opposition, but also to members of the Government
who may not be as well informed and who have not got the
opportunity to secure all the necessary information as to
the reasons for this supplementary vote, the largest amount
of which is in respect of drugs and dressings, I will pro-
ceed to give a brief resume of the position and I trust that
hon, members will give it some attentioninorder to pacify
their thoughts and be able to bring their attention to this
matter in a very reasonsble way,




“First of all, there isthegrowthof the Hospital, During
the year 1966 the number of beds in use was increased to
540, I shall read this very slowly with the hope that the
Reporters both within and outside of the House will get the
points I am making clearly. During the yesr 1966 the num-
ber of Out-Patient clinics whichdealt with35;095 persons
in 1965, dealt with 46,494 persons, In addition to that, the
nurnber of persons inthe Casuaity and General Practitioner
service maintained a total of over 75,000, The cost of
medical gases rose from $27,000 in 1965 to $54,000 in
1966, In 1961 the Ear, Nose and Throat Department was es-~
tablished and the Obstezrical Department came into full
operation. The new Ante-Natal Clinic in December 1966
increased the number of prescriptions to approximately
500 per month with July 1966 being a peak month with over
1,000 prescriptions. The number of in-patients admitred
in 1964 were 11,094; in 1965, 12,715: in 1966, 14,139,

In so far as the nursing services are concerned, the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, like most Hospitals all over the
world, suffers from a shortage of Nurses.

3.05 p.m.

1 refer to the qualified nurses, The Ministry of Health
has taken the following steps to deal with the s{tuation:-

0}
Organization, two highly qualified nursing educators have
been made available to Barbados and, 'as a result, the
course leading to the status of Registered Nurse has been
re-organized and converted from a four-year to a three-
year course,

Thirteen nurses were admitted to this course in 1964
and 24 more in January this year,

) It has been proposed to inctease the establish-
ment of Ward Assistants from 60to 120 and train this grade
as Nursing Aides along the lines of the State Enrolled
Nurse in Englard or the Licensed Practical Nurse in
Canada.

The first class of 20 'nas already now got & six-month
course of training,

) The Tercentenary Ward has been converted into
a school which we propose to callthe Tercentenary School
of Nursing, and the old PayWards A and E have bheen reno-
vated to provide 22 additional rooms for nurses,

) The Barbados Government has co-operated
with the W,H,O, in the training of the supervisory grades
of nurses and the second Ward Sisters course is now under-
way,

(5) “We have also taken advantage of the new course
of Nursing Tutors and Nursing Admihistrators sponsored
by the University of the West Indies and World Henlth Or-
ganization {n Jamaica,

®) Letters have been sent to over 30 qualified
nurses in England, the majority of them Barbadians, set-
ting out the conditions of appolntmem’ and prospects
geneuny T

In so far as medical staff is concerned, it has been
easier to recruit consultant staff than the lower grades of
medical officers during the past year although we have
great problems in Anaesthesiology and Radiology.

It is considered that the position will be improved as
the U, W.1 produces more doctors throughthe development
of training here in Barbados, in Trinidad, andin Jamaica,
Further improvements will come if departmems of the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital should gain recognition for the
training of doctors towards the Specnlist qullific&tlons

We have almdy had discusslons in the fields of sur-
gery and obstetrics. It is to be noted, too, that the Uni-
versity of the West Indies hns also begun some training in
this direction, ‘

Following an agreement with the World Health
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The University plans for the training of medical stu-
dents are progressing favourably and already two lecturers
have been appointed in medicine and surgery,

During the past year, Professor Cruickshank, Dean of
the Medical Faculty, spent a full week at the Hospital, and
three members of his medical staff have spent periods of
two months each working at the Hospital.

While it is recognised that the Hospital, as being the
centre of the Island’s health services, would be also a mat-
ter of the highest concern to all citizens and residents of
Barbados and while it is always useful for us to receive
reports and hear suggestions for improvement, it is re-
grettable that at times an attempt is made to convert the
Hospital in a political football, As a result, small incidents
are magnified and the usual complaints whichwould be ex-
pected to arise where over 1,000 staff members congregate,
are sometimes given the appearance of a crisis while there
is no crisis.

In respect of shortages in certaindepartments atpres-
ent, the University would not have beenwillingto bring cer-
tain medical studemts here if the Hospital was not satis-
factory for the purpose, The medical organizations which
are considering the recognition of the Hospital for the pur-

‘pose of training must also see some reason for considering

us, We have also had the benefitof visits and reports from
W.H,O, consultants, and next montha group of doctors from
the Montreal General Hospital, the Montreal Children’s
Hospital and from Canadian Universities will be coming to
Barbados to hold an annual seminar atthe Queen Elizabeth
Hospital, This would be the second such seminar,

Now, apart from the things which I have given, there
are two or three things which I would like to draw to the
attention of hon, members, There are newdrugs; and these
life-saving drugs, we feel, should not be denied to all ranks
of the people. We feelthat life-savingdrugs should be given
free so that all, irrespective of class and status, should be
given assistance at the right time, In all these life-saving
drugs, a quicker turnover and the number of points have in-
creased terribly, The doctors have been putting in use some
of these drugs over & period and we have had the advantage
recently of seeing how they work, New dressings would be
brought into play from the 1st April, this year, and we hope
to affect a savings,

Another point which Iwould like todraw to the attention
of hon, members is thata further substantial sum of money
was committed last year, In other words, an old debt has
been brought over from last year, There was a debt of
$109,000 which has come over to this financial year which
was not budgeted for this year; sowe have really $109,000 -
almost half ~ already being committed inthe last financial
year,

We can only function by placing orders in advance; if
not we will have a crisis which we are trying to avoid and
to see that the Hospital is conducted on proper lines.
3.15 p.m,

One must remember that the Hospital is a new insti-
tution, and itisthefirsttime we have had so many patients;
and as I have just explained thereis a volume of work done
at the Hospital which is still in its teething stages. If one
wants to be unduly critical, ‘one can always find fault with
the Hospital, So if we aretryingtodo a good job there, and
the shortage of nurses is worldwide, I do not think we can
blame anyone for that, I am notputting up a defence, but at
the same time if we have people coming from all parts of
the world trying to assist us, we mustin turn do all that we

" can, Iam asking hon, members to look through the expla-

Tiatory notes and read themn along withthe explanations
which I have just given,

1 beg to move thatHead 41 - The Queen Elizabeth Hos-
pital - stand part,

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,




The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Hon, C, E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, Ibegto move that
the Resolution for the sum of $273,808 do nowpass,

Hon, G, G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 1966-67 No, 45
Head 11 - Pensions - was called.

Hon, C. E. TALMA; Mr, Chairman, this Resolution is
to deal with Local Government Compensation and the sum
of $13,216 is being requested,

The Addendum sets out that as a resultof the transfer
of the control of certain highways in the Southern District
from the Southern District Council tothe Director of High-
ways and Transport with effect from 1st April, 1966, two
offices of Assistamt Road and Works Inspector were de-
clared redundant by the Southern District Council and the
Officers' services were terminated with effect from 1st
June, 1966,

This money is to compensate the officers and the
Southern District Council, The sum of $13,216 is required
to supplement the provision under this item for the lqui-
dation of the Government’s liability to the Southern District
Council in respect of salary paid to the officers in leu of
notice and vacation leave,

This is really a straightforward Resolution, It is really
doing justice and giving compensation to officers whose
services were redundant on the take-over,

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon, G. G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

Mr, St, JOHN: Mr, Chairman, indealing withthis Reso-
Tution which has to do with Local Government affairs, I want
to use this opportunity to ask the Hon, Minister what is
Government’s intention with regards Local Government,
because as we all know, under the Local Government Act,
elections are certainly due at the present moment, and the
Government has had sufficient time sincethe lastelections
in 1962 to make its mind up onthe proposals for the future
of Local Government, The situation at the present moment
with certain functions at the Local Government, certainly
in the Southern area in the constituency which I represent
and which the Hon. Minister himself represents, is nothing
short of scandalous, especially with scavenging, and Thope
that action is taken from the Central Government level to
deal with the terrible conditions which exist in Christ
Church and the surrounding areas withrespectto scaveng-
g,

There is a dump above the Church in Christ Church
which has been burning for days, because of the incom-
petent manner in which the Departments concerned have
filled it, and the schools right next door to this dump have
had to close their classes early, it istime that the Govern-
ment makes wp its mind, The positionof the Councillors is
that they themselves are uncertain as to their future, and
they do not seem in a position to display that interest in
this important aspect of Local Government matters,

Now, Sir, on the subject of the Resohtion itself, never
before do I believe was agreater amount of inhuman treat-
ment meted out to staff as occurred onthe so-called take-
over of the Local Government services. It takes so long
for people to have their compensation and their pension
rates determined, and very often many of them die before
they receive their pensions and things of that kind, I am
very glad to see that this amendment is coming through,
but there are still other gaps dealing with the question of
compensation which I would like to draw to the Minister’s
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attention, It deals with the situstion which arises when
there is an abolition of office by the Council itself and not
as a result of a take-over by Central Government, and the
Regulations I am told need amending todeal with that situa-
tion. There are officers who opted under the old Pension

' Regulations and whose offices have been abolished, and ac-

cording to the existing state of the Regulations they cannot
be compensated for loss of office; they must depend on
pension,

While giving support on this side to this Resolution, 1
draw these outstanding matters to the attentionof the Hon,
Minister, and we would be glad if he would indicate the
attitnde of the Government in these matters,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: Before you put the question, Sir,
I would like to draw to the attention of the hon. member
and the entire Committee that scavenging, cemeteries,
children’s homes, nursing .centres etc, remain the re-
sponsihility of the Southern District Council, because the
hon, member is apparemly giving the impression that
scavenging is now done by the Central Government, The
criticisms which the hon, member has made therefore fall
on the Southern District Council and not on the Central
Government as such. I will for the benefitof hon, members
inform you that the Government is investigating this ques-
tion of refuse disposal very carefully, and we afe hoping
to do a good job of it very shortly. A Comimittee has been
set up to make a survey of notonly refuse disposal as such,
but as to the means of disposal byway of a Fertiliser plant
or incinerator. We hope to do something very quickly on that
although it has been hanging fire for some time,

Now the hon, member talked about inhuman treatment,
I want to know how;many people have died as a result of
this alleged inhuman treatment when we are bringing money
every year. I understand that they have got their salaries
to June 1966, but this is compensation we are bringing
here, 1 want the hon, member and the Committee on the
whole to know that it is the Southern District Council which
declared the services of these officers redundant, and in
any case there is a lot to be said on this matter which
should better be left unsaid, because in attempting to do
the highways not only in Christ Church but in St, Philip,
St. John and St, George and putting the tenantry roads in
order, we want to try and effect savings and use the equip-
ment of the Highways and Transport Department and the
technical skill which we have to greater advantage, and to
produce better tenantry roads and better main highways
as we have done in other parts of the Island, and not fritter
away the taxpayers’ money.

3.25 p.m,

It is for that reasonthat the roads are being taken over
by the Central Government and the services of some of the
officers were declared to be redundant, That was declared
by the Southern District Council itself. The Government
is not st any fault; the Government is trying to re-organige
the Highways Department of the South and to bring it into

line as directed by the Central Government.

The hon, member spoke of people who have suffered,
but did any of these people die as a result of this inhuman
action? Unless you can say that some deathtook place, then
1 do not see that the case is very strong. Mr, Chafrman, [
‘think that the various points have been clarified,

The question that this Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affimative without division.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE, 1966-67 No, 44

TRAVELLING FOR MINISTERS AND PARLIAMENTARY
SECRETARIES, DUTYALLOWANCE FOR
LEADER OF THE HOUSE

Hon, E, W, BARROW: Mr, Chairman, this Resolution
is one to place the sum of $5,146 at the disposal of the
Government to supplement the Estimates, 1966-67 Partl-
Current, as shown inthe Supplementary Estimate, 1966+87,
No. 44 which forms the Schedule to the Resolution, This
amomnt of money is required for the purpose of providing
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for travelling for the Ministers and Parliamentary Secre-
taries in the amount of $4,186 and also for the purpose of
providing a duty allowance for the Leader of the House in
the sum of $980 in accordance withthe recommendations of
& Select Committee of this Chamber which recommended
that this amount be made available from the finances of the
Island, I therefore beg to move that this Resolution do now
pass,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question that this Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Hon, C, E, TALMA: Mr, Chairman, Ibegto move that
you do now report the passing of three Resolutions in Com-
mittee,

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER resumed
the Chair and reported accordingly.

On separ ate motions of Hon. C. E. TALMA, seconded
by Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS, the Resolutions passed in
Committee were read a first and second time and agreed
to.

STATEMENT re APPOINTMENT OF NEW
GOVERNOR-GENERAL

Hon, J. C, TUDOR; Mr, Speaker, before the next Order
is proceeded with, the Hon, Prime Minister wishes to make
a Statement,

Mr, SPEAKER; Let the Hon, Prime Minister make his
Statement,

Hon, E, W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, correspondence
with Buckingham Palace recently states that ‘‘the Prime
Minister of Barbados presents his humble duty to Your
Majesty and has the honour to submit for Your Majesty’s
approval, the proposal of Your Majesty's Ministers in Bar-
bados that the Honourable Arleigh Winston Scott, B,Sc,,
M.D,, L.R.C,P,, L.R,C.S, (Edin) L.RF.P, &S, (Glas.) O,
et A, Chir,, a member of the Privy Council of Barbados, be
appointed as Governor-General of Barbados onthe depart-
ure of the present Governor-General, Sir John Montague
Stow, K.C.M.G,, K,C,V,0., from the Island,**

I have been instructed from BuckinghamPalace to make
the following announcement:

*It {s announced from Buckingham Palace that the
Queen, on the recommendation of Her Majesty's Ministers
in Barbados, has been graciously pleased to approve the
appointment of Doctor the Honourable Arleigh Winston
Scott as Governor-General of Barbados in succession to
Sir John Stow who is due to leave the island on 15th May,
1967." (Cheers),

RESOLUTION re SALARY AND TRAVELLING
ALLOWANCE TO THE PERSONAL
ASSISTANT TO THE PRIME
MINISTER

Mr, SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in
the name of the Hon, and Learned Prime Minister:- To
move the passing of the following Resolution:- A Resohtion
to approve the rates of salaryand travelling allowance pay-
able witheffect from 1st April, 1966, to the Personal Assis-
tant to the Prime Minister as set out in the Schedule to the!
Resolution, :

Hon, E, W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, inMay, 1963, pro-
vision was made by Resolution No, 30 for the engagement
of 2 Personal Assistant and Public Relations Officer to the
Premier to be paid a salary atthe rave of $6,600 per anmum
and travelling allowance at the rate of $80 a month,

Consequent on the general revision of salaries, since the
provision of this post, it is now proposed that the rates of
salary and travelling allowance attached to the post should
be revised with effect from 1st April, 1966, to $8,640 per
annum and $1,080 per snnum respectively,

3.35 p.m,

I should also like to draw the attention of the House to
the fact that the post was being redesignated to Personal
Assistant to the Prime Minister,

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass,
Hon, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

Mr, J. M, G, M, ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, this Resolution
calls for an increase in salary to be paid to the Personal
Assistant to the Prime Minister now redesignated from what
it was of Personal Assistant and Public Relations Officer to
the Premier, We on this side of the House have no com-
plaints to the redesignation, We observe that Public Rela-
tions Officer has been deleted from his duties and that he
is now only the Personsl Assistant to the Prime Minister
and, therefore, we can quite understand this part of the du-
ties no longer applies; therefore, there is some case for
the redesignation of the post.

What we would like to kmow is what is the increased
diies of the post to justify the salary being increased to
a higher point in the salary scale than it was before?

The first point is that when the first Personal Assis-
tant was appointed tothe Premier, the salary was put at the
rate of $6,600 per annum, or $550 per month, That was the
old entry point on the G, 1 scale of the General Establish-
ment, From the Gardiner-Brown report, the entry point
has been raised to $600 per month, If this was the general
rise in salaries agreed to on the risein salaries to people
of the Civil Service, the rise would have been to the same
point as was given tothe CivilServants, The Civil Servants
were raised from $550 per monthto $620, but by this raise
it means that the Personal Assistanttothe Prime Minister
is raised to $720 per month whichis $100 more, The Per-
sonal Assistant is raised from a salary scale of $6,600 to
$8,640 per ammum,

The travelling allowance is the same rate as Parlia-
mentary Secretaries,

In the absence of some explanation as to whether the
duties of the Personal Assistant to the Prime Minister have
increased to such an extent that he is to have a rise and a
bonus which Civil Servants have not got, we on this side of
the House would have to divide the House on that,

Mr, SPEAKER:; Is there any other hon, member who is
desirous of speaking before the Hon, Prime Minister re-
plies?

Hon, E, W, BARROW: There is no real reason why
Your Honour has to make a statement before a reply.

Mr, SPEAKER: There is no real reason, but I do so
out of tolerance to the other side.

Hon, E, W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker, the hon, member
who has just satdown, true to kin, talks about taking some-
body out of their class. What *‘class’’ is he talking about?

Mr. J.M, G, M, ADAMS On a point of explanation, if
the Hon, Prime Minister would give way, I would be glad
to explain,

Hon, E, W, BARROW: 1did notaskhim to explain,

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, member rose on a point of
explanation,

Mr, J. M, G, M, ADAMS; The Hon, Prime Minister
asked what I meant by ‘class’’, I meant ‘the Civil Ser-
vants grades by classification,’
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Hon, E. W, BARROW: The hon, member has walked
straight into the trap, I asked what he meant by “‘class”,
what he meant by taking somebody out of their class. He
said in explanation that he meant the Civil Servants’ grades
by the classification, The hon, member is not aware that
the Personal Assistant to the Prime Minister is not on the
Civil Establishment,

Mr, J. M. G, M, ADAMS: Specific reference was made
during my speech to the fact that the Personal Assistant
and Public Relations Officer to the Premier was classified
according to Grade G.1 of the Civil Establishment, and how
you could compare himwith a persononthe Civil Establish-
ment of thatgrade, That was inthe early part of my speech,

Hon, E, W, BARROW: Every time the hon, member
rises, he puts his foot inhis mouth, He just got up and said
that he was at pains to say that you must be compared to
somebody in the Civil Establishment, Officers of the Civil
Establishment have certain conditions of service laid down,
They are appointed by the CivilService Commission, After
they get to a certain bracket, they are entitled to Leave
Passages to the United Kingdom, This is a qualification
equal to 25% of their salary, Then they are entitled to
pension rights on their retirement,

When the post of Personal Assistant to the Prime Min-
ister was introduced in 1963, it was difficult to ascertain
at that stage both the quality and the actual volume of work
which would fall on the shoulders of the person appointed.
It is known now that the person must bave a strong con-
stitution because we had one breakdown, The volume of
work which has to be dealt with is very onerous.

It is difficult to find at this stage the level of the salary
that would compare with that whichwasgivenin 1963, As I
said, we have had one breakdown, and therefore we had to
continue to Jook at what the holder of the post is called
upon to do and the qualifications whichwedeem necessary
for a person to fill this post and establish the right kind of
relations, The person is not called upon to work from 8,00
o'clock in the morning until 4,00 o'clock in the afternoon,
He is called upon to work at all hours and to go backward
and forward between one Ministry and another and to es-
tablish the kind of relations whichare so vital if the Minis-
try is to function properly,
3.45p.m,

We do not have to think about taking anybody out of
class or putting anybody into a particular class, The point
is that we havetofix a salarylevel which is commensurate,
You have to do an evaluation infixing a salary that is com-
mensurate with both the quality and the volume of work
which we by experience know is to be performed, and if this
is what the hon, member wants, it is not a question of
taking or putting anybody out of class, Thereis no pension
attached tothis job. It is more hazardous than living in Bar-
bados with members of the Barbados Labour Party sniping
around, It is more hazardous indeed,because the gentle-
man occupying that post has to be the target of everyone's
criticism and everything else, and therefore he has not only
hs own work to do, but the work of several Ministers in
coordinating the work at the Ministerial level between one
Ministry and another,

The fact, of course, that the particular appointee came
from a pensionable job in the Government service of this
island is irrelevant at this stage, The mostimportant con-
sideration is what work are you required to do, what kind
of person do you require to do this work, what are his
qualifications to be and what 1s the actual volume of work
that is to be done, The natural comparisonisthat you look to
the established staff to see what they themselves perform

and you compare it with the work being performed by the |

Personal Assistant to the Prime Minister. That is the main
consideration; bt {f we were to introduce personal con-

sideration, of course the officer would be entitled to more

money than we are asking the House to vote,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS rose to speak.

Mr, SPEAKER: May I remind the hon, member that I
not only looked around giving hon, members ample time to
speak, but I asked if there was any other hon, member, so
much so that it was suggested from the Government side
that it was not necessary for me to ask,

The question that the Resolution do now pass was put
and resolved in the affirmative, the House dividing as
follows :-

AYES: Mr, YEARWOOD; Hon, J. C, TUDOR, Hon,
E. W. BARROW, Hon, C, E, TALMA, Hon, G, G, FERGUS-
SON; Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS; Hon, N, W, BOXILL; Mr,
LOWE, Mr, CORBIN; Mr, SPRINGER, Mr, SARGEANT,
Mr, WEEKES; Mr, HOPPIN and Mr, LYNCH - 14.

NOES: Mr, HINDS; Mr, CRAIG; Mr, ADAMS; Mr,
HUSBANDS; Mr, SMITH; Mr, St, JOHN and Sir GRANTLEY
ADAMS - 1,

THE MINISTERS AND PARLIAMENTARYSECRETARIES
(REMUNERATION) ACT, 1967

Mr, SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day, No, 3, stands
in the name of the Hon, and Learned Prime Minister: to
move the second reading of a Bill to repeal the Ministers
and Parliamentary Secretaries (Remuneration) Act, 1964,
and to make provision for revised salaries for Ministers
and Parliamentary Secretaries,

Hon, E, W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, the remuneration for
the unofficial members of the Executive Committee was
fixed by the Executive Committee (Remuneration of Mem-
bers) Act, 1949 (1949-30), and this was assented to by the
Acting Governor on 21st July, 1949, Also the House of
Assembly (Remuneration of Members) Act was assented
to on 17th June, 1949, The rates of remuneration were
fixed for the Leader of the House, members of the House
on the Executive Committee, the Speaker, the Deputy
Speaker, the Chairman of Committees and other members
of the House,

On the 1st February, 1954, the Ministerial system of
Government was introduced in Barbados and the rates of
remuneration of the unofficial members of the Executive
Committee were revised, WhenIsay ‘‘unofficial members**
it must be remembered that until 1964 when we made the
fina]l step under this Government, and completed internal
self-government, the Attorney General, the Financial
Secretary, the Colonial Secretary and His Excellency the
Governor himself were members of the Executive Comnmit-
tee, During the whole period, therefore, of the tenure of
office of the last Government, you had the spectacle of
these officials being the official members of the Executive
Committee, although after a time the Governor, the Finan-
cial Secretary and the Colonial Secretary did not attend
meetings, but were all entitled to copies of the Minutes and
of the Cabinet Papers which emanated from the Cabinet
office; so when I use the word *unofficial’’, I mean unoffi-
cial in so far as members of the Legislature are concerned,
';e'l}eir salaries were fixed by the two Acts which I mentioned

ore,

In 1954 the rates of remumeration were revised in the
Remuneration of Members (Amendment) Act, 1954-3, the
House of Assembly (Remumeration of Members) (Amend-
ment) No. 1 Act, 1954 (1954-4) and the House of Assemhy
(Remuneration of Members) (Amendment) No, 2 Act, 1954,
(1954-5). The rates of remuneration were fixed as follows:
Premier $9,600 per annum; four Ministers at $7,200 each
per annum:; the Leader of the Opposition $2,400 per annum;
Speaker $2,880 per annum; Deputy Speaker, $2,160 per
annum; Chairman of Committees the same as other mem-
bers $1,920 per annum, In 1956 there was a salarfes revi-

. sion for the Civil Service, In 1957 the House of Assemhly

(Remuneration of Members) Act, including the Premier and
other Ministers, was amended, I should like to make it clear
that this was not amended by any Select Committee of this
House, but it was a result of & Cabinet decision which was
brouglt down here in that year, and the Actof 1957
(1957-26) was assented to on the 27thJuly ih that year, and
this changed the basis of the salaries from what I have
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. enumerated aboveto Premier $12,000; Ministers $8,640 per
annum; Speaker $4,800; Deputy Speaker $3,000; Chairman of
Committees $3,000; Leader of the Opposition $3,300; and
other members $2,640, On the 24th December, 1957, legis-
lation was assented to in the form of the Act of 46 of that
year, the Executive Committee (Remuneration of Members)
(Amendment) Act, The salary of the Minister Without Port-
folio was fixed at the same as the salary of the Ministers
in that year,

3.55 p.m.

Again in 1959, as a result of the House of Assembly
(remuneration of Members) (Amendment) Act, No, 13, the
salary of His Honour the Speaker was fixed at six thousand
four hundred and eighty dollars per annum plus a travelling
allowance at the rate of seven hundred and twenty dollars,
In 1962, as a result of the House of Assembly (Remuneration
of Members) (Amendment) Act, No, 9, the salary of His
Honour the Speaker was reduced to $5,280 per annum and
a travelling allowance of $1,080 per annum. That was the
position and it remained unchanged from 1957 untilthe re-
cent decision of the Legislature when a Select Committee
of this Housewas setup to consider and revise the sala-
ries of members of the House in December, 1966, The new
rates of salaries and allowances were fixed by the members
of the House consequent on the report of that Select Com-
mittee, Certain innovations were introduced inthat the Hon,
Leader of the Opposition and the Hon, Leader of the House
were both, on the recommendation of the Select Committee,
gramted a duty allowance inrespect of the additional burden
and work which is deemed to have fallenon their shoulders
in their respective capacities,

The present Bill, therefore, is thefirstattempt in this
direction since we have had the two salaries revision, one
in 1961 and another in 1966, Before the year 1961, the
salaries of Ministers were higher than those of the highest
officials in their Departments, which are the Permanent
Secretaries, Since 1961, the Permanent Secretaries, with
the exception of the Cabinet Secretary, have been enjoying
salaries in excess of those which are now granted to Min-
isters, After the proposals submitted to the Cabinetby Mr,
Gardiner-Brown onthe remuneration of Ministers, to eval-
uate between the salaries of the Ministers and the salaries
paid to Civil Servants, the following salaries have been
recommended for the approval of this House as set out in
the Bill itself,

1 do not wanttogo into any further details on the matter,
I have given a background in order to demonstrate that it
is now a period of eleven years since Ministerial salaries
have been revised, It must be remembered that we do not
now have the quasi-Ministerial system under whichMinis-
ters were ableto carry out their private business and try to
perform their finctions as Ministers, It is definitely against’
the Rules of the Constitution that any Minister should be
engaged upon any private business whatsoever and therefore
a Minister is now a fulltime Minister inthe Service of the
island, I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second
time,

Hon. C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,
Mr. Jo Mo Go M. ADAMS and Mr. CRAIG rose to speak.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, senior member for St, James

caught my eye before the hon, senior member for St, Thomas,

Mr, CRAIG: Mr, Speaker, hearing the remarks of the

Hon, Prime Minister, I wonder if he {s still the Chairman
of the ruling Government Party. In 1961 the Hon, Prime
Minister gave the impressionto the electorate of this coun-
try that if he waselected to power he would not only reduce
the salaries of Ministers, but he would also stop the lunch
and dinners which we are now enjoying,

Hon. E, W, BARROW: Ona pointof order, Nobody coun-
tenances that kind of behaviour although we haveto be......

Mr, SPEAKER: Let the hon, member proceed withhis
point of order.

Hon. E. W, BARROW; Mr, Speaker, when the hon, mem-
ber makes that statement, I should like to say that I am not
aware of the presence of the hon, member in the political
field in thoge days, or thathe could read and write. I wonld
like the hon, member just to recast his remarks, 1did in
'1962 eliminate the vote which we had of $1,440 for meals
for members of this Branch of the Legislature, and with
Your Honour's acquiescence and consent we reduced your
salary. Accordingtothe Ministerial system of Government,
a Government Minister is not supposed toworkon ng
other than his Ministry or hold anydirectorate ifi any Com-
pany, so that when the hon, member suggests that I gave the
impression that I would reduce the salaries of Ministers at
any time, I want him to be very careful as to how he makes
his statement, Asfar as Iremember, there was a tre-
mendous deficit and I felt that we, as members of this
House, should make a sacrifice, That is why the salaries
of the Permanent Secretaries went further than those of
Ministers. I did not invite hon, members to make any in-
crease in the salaries for Ministers,

Mr, CRAIG: Mr, Speaker, 1 do not cast any reflection
on your authority, but Isat here and I heard another speech
from the Prime Minister, Whether Ican read or write I am
an elected member of Parliament just like the learned
Prime Minister who can read and write in 1966-67. That
behaviour is suited......

Hon, E. W, BARROW: On a point of order, Mr,
Speaker, I think that there is a Standing Order which the
hon, member is not aware of, That Standing Order states
that debates have to be conducted in the English language,
The hon. member used the expression *‘learnted**,

Mr. CRAIG: Mr, Speaker, it would be almost humanly
impossible for me to use the word ‘"learnted’’, Knowing
the Prime Minister as I know him, he is likely to say any-
thing at all, In sofar as this Bill which is before the House
is concerned, a Bill to repeal the Ministers and Parlia-
mentary Secretaries (Remuneration) Act, 1964, and to make
provision for revised salaries for Ministers and Parlia-
mentary Secretaries, a Bill 1o increase the salaries of the
Prime Minister and the Ministers, Imay saythat I am here
with a full sense of responsibility whichlam confident that
I shall carry out as long as I have health and strength to do
so.

4,05 p,m,

You will recall, Sir, thatduring the debate for the in-
crease of salaries for the members of Parliament, I op-
posed it because I felt within myself that priorities were
something of vital importance, I still do not believe in this
idea that because the majority can rule that the minority
view should just be respected, There are many things in
this country which need to be attended to other than the
increase of salaries to members of Parliament, There are
things such as the full development of the community by way
of sport organizations such as a football coach and things
of that nature,

Jamaica has an annual income of $176 million as com-
pared with that of Barbados of $42 million, The salary of
the Prime Minister of Jamaica {s in the vicinity of £6,000 .
a year,

Hon, E. W, BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of
order, The salary of the Prime Minister of Jamaica is
£9,000 a year. I have the estimates right here, The Prime
Minister of Jamaica receives a total of £13,200,

Mr, SPEAKER: I do notregard that as a point of order.
It can possibly be maeade in your reply in due course,

Mr, CRAIG: Sir, I am going to challenge the Hon, and
Learned Prime Minister by repeating that the income of
the Prime Minister of Jamaica is £6,000 and he receives a
duty allowance of £3,000, We are dealing with the Prime
Minister's income. I challenge him that it isnot £9,000,

Mr, SPEAKER: It would be better if the hon, senior
member for St, James would not shout across the table,




Mr, CRAIG: That is my way of expressing myself, If it
causes you to feel uncomfortable, I shall try and restrain
mygelf.

I still challenge the Hon,and Learned Prime Minister

that the income of the Prime Minister of Jamaica is £6,000
annually.

Hon, E, W, BARROW: If the hon, member refers to in-
come, well, that is a different thing,

Mr, Speaker, I rise on a point of order, The Prime
Minister of Jamaica's Personal Allowance is £9,000 per
annum, Then he receives several allowances, We have no
duty allowance for Ministers in Barbados. ' The Prime
Minister of Jamaica total emoluments are roughly £13,000
a year. Will the hon, member stopwastingtime and get on
with the debate?’

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, member has a right to talk,
I refer to any member without distinction.

Mr, CRAIG: This Bill deals with the Prime Minister's
salary, I am not concerned withthe duty allowance, the en-
tertainment allowance or any other allowance of the Prime
Minister, He must not mislead the House that the salary
of the Prime Minister of Jamaica is £9,000 per annum,

Mr. Speaker, I wish to draw to the attention of the
House that I cannot feel good within myself to know that
hon, members can sit down and bring before the House a
Bill asking for an increase in pay for themselves when
there are so many things to do in this country. We want
specialists at the Hospital. All these things are required in
the country, We have need for a coachin football and table
tennis, but we are not dealing with that, The first thing in
the five weeks that we have been returned here with which
we are dealing is a raise of pay for ourselves,

We have 17,000 souls inthis country who work for less
than $10,00 a week and the Hon, and Learned Prime Minis-
ter is asking the House to vote a difference in salary to
him of $400 more, and his stool pigeons.......

Mr, SPEAKER: I would ask the hon, member to with-
draw the word *‘stool pigeons'’,

Mr. CRAIG: In the last debate, the Deputy Speaker
ruled the word ‘“‘stool pigeon’* as not being unparliamentary.

Mr, SPEAKER: I did not have the opportunity which
the Hon, Deputy Speaker had in hearing how that remark
was used in relation to the context, butin the present con-
text I do not take it as parliamentary, I ask that the hon.
member withdraw that remark,

Mr. CRAIG: Mr, Speaker, 1 do not intend to follow the
example of the hon, junfor member for St, Lucy. I definitely
withdraw the word,

In this country we have at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital
doctors who earn approximately $600 & monthand who are
working some sixteen hours daily,

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS; Mr, Speaker, Iriseon a point
of order, The hon, member is attempting to mislead this
Chamber when he says thatthere are doctors at the Hospital
working for $600 per month, sixteenhours aday, If a doc-
tor or doctors work overtime, they arepa{d for overtime at
the rate of $25.00 a day,

4,15 p,m.

Mr, SPEAKER: I am afraid it is not a point of order,
Mr, CRAIG; .It is a point of nothing,
Mr, SPEAKER: I do not agree it is a point of order,

Mr, CRAIG:| It is & point of nothing, He is capable of
doing that,

Mr, SPEAKER; Every member is capable of doing
something, One cannot decide whether a ma ter is a point
of order unless and until it is made and completed, Let the
hon. senior member for St, James proceed,

Mr, CRAIG: I am going to read and I hope the Hon, and
Learned Prime Minister is paying attention, Ilearned to
read in 1937 and I am going to read properly now, [ am
reading from the Official Report of the Second Session,
1966-71, page 10, the fourth paragraph on the right hand
side, and this is what the Hon, junior member for Christ
Church said:

“‘] am not going to sit here and allow the hon, member
to get away with this sort of thing. I have represented the
parish of Christ Church for many years, and I will be here
for quite some time; so whether or not the people of Christ
Church know I am talking for money, they would be glad to
know that I get moneytogive thema bigger drink at election
time,’*

Hon, C, E, TALMA: Mr, Speaker, onapoint of order,
I do not know if that is how it appears, but I said that the
people of Christ Church would be glad I got an increase in
selary in that I could give them & better drink out of it «
not at election time, but during the five years,

Mr, CRAIG: Mr, Speaker, I am convinced at this stage
that the hon, member for Christ Church said that Hansard
is accurate, I am saying that accordingtothis it says here
**a bigger drink at election time,**

Mr, SPEAKER; Irrespective of the quantum of thedrink,
may I draw to the hon, member‘s attention standing Order
No. 26 (11) which reads:-

*No member is to aliude to any debate of the same
session upon a question or Bill not being then under dis-
cussion except by indulgence of the House, for personal ex-
planation,**

I take it that the hon, member is alluding to a debate of
this present Session upon the question which is now under
discussion; somay I suggesttothe hon, member to proceed,

Mr, CRAIG: I crave such indulgence,

Mr, SPEAKER: I said except by indulgence of the House
for personal explanation,

Mr, CRAIG: I figure this is a personal explanation,

Mr, SPEAKER: No, A personal explanation would be
by the hon, member who made the statement in the House
craving its indulgence personslly to explain what he said
or what he intended to say. I would ask the hon, member
to proceed with the speechonthe second reading of the Bill
without alluding further to any debate of this same session,

Mr, CRAIG: Sir, atalltimes Iamprepared to be guided
by you, unlike others, Mr, Speaker, onthis Bill which is to
increase the salaries of Ministers, I heard the Hon, Prime
Minister make mention of a Select Committee which was
set up for the purpose of going intothe income of members
of Parliament, and further - I am speaking under correc-
tion - that in 1957 or 1958 the then Government fixed their
own salaries, What I would like to say ......

Hon, J. C, TUDOR; On apointof order, the hon, mem-
ber said that a Select Commirttee was set up to go into the
question of members’ income, This is not so, The Select
Committee was set up to make recommendations for the
staff and members of this Assembly, not their incomes.

Mr, SPEAKER: The word used was ‘‘income’*, I take
it was a slip of the tongue, .

Mr, CRAIG: I meant salaries of the members, But this
is what I would like to say, Mr, Speaker: in 1957 or 1958
when the then Cabinet fixed the salaries for members of
the House, they in no way discriminated; they fixed the
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salaries for Ministers and for Members of Parliament,

but on this occasion we had a Select Committee set up to
fix the salaries for members of Parliament, and then the
Cabinet decided upon their own,

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, onapoint of order, it
is simply not true to say that in 1957 when the salaries of
Ministers were revised it was a jointoperationby a Select
Committee of this House, The facts are as follows: the
House appointed a Select Committee to make recommenda-
tions about members' salaries and the Cabinet brought
down its own proposals for Ministers’ salaries, There is
at Jeast one member of that Cabinet present in this House,
and if he chooses to he can speak the truth about it.

Mr, CRAIG; Mr, Speaker, I understood the Prime Min-
.ister to say that the Cebinet fixed the salaries, and what I
am saying on this occasion is that there is no reason to
differentiate between a Select Committee to go into sala-
ries of members of Parliament while the Cabinet sets
sbout to fix its own, Mr, Speaker, we are not going to sit
here and fail to carry out the duty which the electorate
of this country sent us here to do, We are prepared to do
it as well as we can, and I shall quote the late Lord
Rudolph Churchill when he said **‘We are not here to oppose
the Government for the sake of opposing, but to offer any
constructive opposition that we can offer*’,

The Hon, and Learned Prime Minister at all times
makes reference to members on this side of the House as
‘those people’” and *‘the people over there'’, butI am used
to that type of thing by now, and I feel personally that the
Hon, and Learned Prime Minister is nothing else but a
National Liability, and that is why the Hon, Prime Minister
can walk into this House, because they have the forces
behind them, and hope to ramthe increase of salaries down
the throats of members of this House,

4,25 p,m,

Day after day you find atremendous rise in the cost of
living, and I do not hear anything said about increases for
the Old Age Pensioners; but I can hear about an additional
$400 2 month for the PrimeMinister and an additional $200
a month for the Ministers, Mr, Speaker, IThave made a com-
parison with Jamaica with its national income of $100
million odd and Barbados with its national income of $46
million, and I am asking the Prime Minister to take time
in dealing with this matter, He hasto answer to this coun-
try for this. In the first Session, the first thing that the
members on the other side of the House can think of doing
is to come in here and ask for more money for themselves,
That is why, on the last occasion, we resented the idea of
having an increase in the salaries of members of Parlia-
ment, Let us think of the things whichthe poor urfortunate
persons should have in order toenjoy a comfortable way of
life, Let us do that rather than look after ourselves first,
I warn the Hon, Prime Minister that there is plenty of time
to finish our campaign,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS:; Mr, Speaker, there are a few
questions which I should like to ask the Learned Prime
Minister, and I will ask those questigns whether I get the
answers or not,What the Prime Minister has said about the
Personal Aide is that among his arduous duties he has to
see after the coordination at the Ministerial end, I thought
that that was the duty of the Prime Minister and the Secre-
tary of the Cabinet who should coordinate-the work of the
Ministers. Is this too much for she Secretary of the Cabinet
that he must have & salary increase? I have been asked to
vote for a special duty allowance for the Hon, Leader of
the House because of his duties as such, Does that mean that
the Prime Minister has so much to do, but he cannot do it
and that the Hon, Leader of the House and the Secretary of
the Cabinet should also have this increased salary? Later
on is there going to be a Secretaryto the Personal Aide? It
would appear that there is more work and therefore in-
creased salaries; when is this going to stop? I have given
my reasons for asking simple questions; there is the state-
ment that the Personal Aide has to see after the coordina-

tion of this work in the Ministerial Offices.

Mr, SPEAKER; The Hon, Leader of the Opposition must
be aware of the vote of the House which was passed by Re-
solution, Therefore to develop the point about the personal
Aide is closed history.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, I have been at
the Bar longenough and in Parliamentinorder to know how
to construe the Rujes, The Rule says that it shall be out of
order to reflect on any vote of the House or to attempt to
reconsider any specific question upon which the House has
come to a conclusion during the current session except upon
2 substantive motion for rescission, This is not a motion
before the House to rescind the vote, We have voted an
increase for the Leader of the House and the Prime Minis-
ter,and we are now told that the Personal Aide to the Prime
Minister needs an increase in his salary because of the
arduous duties which have fallen on the Hon, Leader of the
House and the Prime Minister and we are told what arduouns
duties the Personal Aide to the Prime Minister has to per-
form,

Mr, Speaker, I am not in any way criticising the vote;
I am merely referring to it, It is a question of looking at
what we have done and what we are now being asked to do.l
do not think I should pay any compliment to hon, members
who have been engaged in these matters, Of course one's
sympathy is aroused when duties are increased, but what is
the excuse in each case?

Hon, E. W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, on a point of ex-
planation, There was a tirme when you could allow a thing
like this to pass. I was at pains to point out that 1957 was
the last time during which there had been any revision
of Ministers®’ salaries. Since then there have been two
salary revisions in the Government Service, both of them
justified - according to the hon, member’s remarks - on
the ground of the riseinthe costof living. Apart from that,
there was a time when Ministers of the Government were
remunerated outside of their public duties, That is not
allowed now. The last person who attempted that is no long-
er a member of the Government,

When the hon, member talks about increased duties, of
course duties are being increased everyday, Wewere col-
lecting $21 million in Government revenue, I am not saying
that my duties alone have been increased. I am justifying
the salary increases because duties have been increased,
The Hon, Leader of the Opposition is drawing £200 a year
duty allowance from the public of this island and also an
allowance from the West Indies and how muchmoney would
he pay to the Prime Minister and the Leader of the House?

Mr, SPEAKER; The Hon, Prime Minister has made his
point of explanation and has proceeded beyond it.

Mr, WEEKES: Mr, Speaker, I sat and listened atten-
tively to the remarks made by members of the Opposition,
it when we consider thatthe Hon, Leader of the Opposition
is receiving the sum of $800 a monthas a pension and $530
a month from this House, that brings the total a month to
$1,330 per month,

4,35 p.m,

After all if the Prime Minister of this island is given a
salary of $1,400 per month and the Hon, Leader of the Op-
position is relaxing with a pension and salary amounting to
$1,300, I do not see any reason why the Prime Minister
should not get that, I failto see any reason why hon. mem-
bers on the other side should oppose these increases in sa-
laries for the Hon, Prime Minister and other members, They
are only doing so because they want publicity and because
they want to give the people the impression that we are
doing something which is wrong, However, againImmust re-
mind them of the big salary and pension which their leader
is receiving.

Mr, CORBIN: Mr, Speaker, Iamglad of this opportunity
to speak on this Bill, This is not the time for criticism;
this is the time for us to consider. Here, we have before us
a Bill for an increase in salary for the Hon, and Learned
Prime Minister, Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries.




1 think, Sir, when the member who firstintroduced sa-
laries for members of this House of Assembly, did so, he
did so because he was suffering, I recommend him for his
high spirit, In days before, members of this House of As~
sembly never used to accept a salarybecause the members
in those days were comprised of merchants and the pro-~
perty class and, as & result, they could make their own
payments, The factory owners could give us whatever they
chose for our canes because there were no regulations for
the price of canes, As regards the merchants, they used to
buy and sell as they chose, It is only now that we have re-
strictions on the prices of goods, Merchants would sell their
cloth, their rice, cornmeal and flour and other commodi-
ties at whatever price they chose. Theywould sell half and
jet the other half remain in their bond house and then tell
you that it was scarce and they could not get it, and, after
a time, sell the other half at & higher price, That was one
of the ways they had of getting their salaries,

The member who introduced salaries for members of
this House &t that time knew that the members were not
merchants and they had to get something, I think it was a
wise thing to do at that stage, We know that many & man
has refused to come forward to represent the people be-
cause he could not do so for nothing, °

There was once a great big fig tree which the peopile
asked to represent them and it said it could not, The peo-
ple then said that they asked the figtree and he said ‘‘no'";
so we have toturnto the brambles, They asked the bram-
bles and they said they would if the people let them. So that
is what is representing us, It is the brambles that are
representing us today; therefore, the brambles need sup-
port, and we should support the brambles,

The down-trodden man rules here at this stage, The
Hon, and Learned Prime Minister has arisen from Premier;
so he must have an increase in salary. The members of this
House had an increase last month, The Ministers and the
Parliamentary Secretaries also need an increase, Do you
think what it calls for to be s Member of Pariiament today?
We have to face all kinds of criticism, Sometimes we lose
our lives. Have you ever thought of that? Sometimes the
people carry their representatives from home and im-
prison themn, Therefore, Sir, it is an important job which
we are doing today,

1 am going to say this, Mr, Speaker. We should be
getting more, When you think of it, we have to go and face
the tyrants of today, When we areinthis House of Assem-
bly, the Prime Minister, the Ministers, the Parliamentary
Secretaries, back-benchers and members of the Opposition,
all of us, have a great responsibility, Why? Because we as
members of Parliament may lose our lives.

Let the Opposition along with this Government educate
the people as to the responsibility which we have, Do you
think it is fun? There is no criticismto this Bill, The peo-
ple would never be able to pay us for our duty because of
the responsibility which we have, As I said already, we
may lose our lives, I do not know who is waiting for mine
now. This Bill contains nothing that you should criticise,
Tell the people that we are receiving our just recompense,
1 do not see any reason for members of the Opposition to
resist this, and I am asking members to be cautious and
reasonable and to try and conduct themselves in a noble
manner, You should tell the people of this Island that we
have a hard duty to perform, Ibelieve the Opposition is
going to do that,

Mr, Speaker, you must tell the people that we are not

getting sufficient money for the duty which we are per-
forming for them, We have a great responsibility, I feel
that all bon, members should support a Bill like this,

Mr, SPRINGER: Mr, Speaker, one of the fortunate dis-
closures in this debate is that the Opposition has shown
some moderation by not claiming that the holder of the

position of Prime Minister is not entitled to $1,600 per
anmum,

When we examine, Mr, Speaker, the positionasit was
in 1956, we had a Chief Justice drawing the same salary
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as the Premier of this country. In 1961, there was an in-
crease in the salary of the Chief Justice, He did not re-
main too long in the Civil Establishment afterwards, At
that time he was getting $1,320 per month and the Premier'’s
salary remained at the same level which it was before, In
1966, there was another increase and the Chief Justice's
salary went to $1,600, which was then $3,600 more than
the Prime Minister, What is even worse, Mr Speaker, in
the last salaries revision to Civil Servanrs, the Financial
Secretary's salary moved higher up, further than the
salary of the Prime Minister of this country, yet the Finan-
cial Secretary is still entitled to all the other emoluments
which he gets,

4,45 p,m,

Anyone who thinks that a Prime Minister is not worth
what {s comtemplated now, $16,800 per annum, would be
lacking in ambition and not being fully appreciative of the
responsibility of the post, Besides there has been a lot of
talk about duty allowance, When the increase of salaries
came before this Legislature for members and the Leader
of the Opposition, there was not one voice saying that the
Leader of the Opposition was not entitled to $4,800 a year
and a duty allowance of $960 per annumn as well as a tra-
velling allowance of $720 per annum, What makes it worse,
Mr, Speaker, is that when just one week ago the Opposition
found out that the salaries revision for Ministers was not
coming on that day, they were so satisfied that the increase
contemplated for the Governor-General was quite inorder
that they left without one dissenting voice, and I would say
that if for one moment they thought that the successor would
have been a Barbadian, I know that there would have been
objection,

There are some people in this community who think

that salaries are onlygood for expatriates, What makes it
worse is that I heard from the other side talk about 17,000
people working for less than $10 a week. I know that, but I
say that 90 per cent of these 17,000 people are domestic
servants employed by the now-come middle class whose
only claim to society is to employ one of their people and
put them to parade all day in a cap and uniform, If they
set the standard by paying good wages to the people they
employ, then and only then can they talk about a low wage
scale being paid, What makes it worse, Mr, Speaker, -
1 can go on on this for a very long time - is that you find
people who think that to run down people is the only way of
proving that they themselves are going up, That is a false
idea, because you can only run people down by running
yourself down too.

Mr, Speaker, I would say that whenever the progress
of this country is talked about, you get people referring to
what happened in 1937, and that this person was hounded
down and had to leave the country. It is strange that in
Jamaica the Jamaicans took one fromamong themselves in
Bustamante,

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER
took the Chaire

As I was saying, Mr, Deputy Speaker, the Jamaicans
took out Bustamante; in Trinidad Uriah Butler; in St, Kitts
Bradshaw; in Antigua Bird; but the Barbadian snobbery only
allows people who are in the forefront and calls on one of
the middle class. It ispartofthe Barbadian’s idea that as
soon as one enters public life, he wants to know where he
went to school, who is his father and that kind of thing, But
you will notice that in Trinidad, the Government has given
a worthwhile pensionto Uriah thler despite the fact that he
opposed Eric Williams in the elecnons

In our midst, Mr, Deputy Speaker, there are still
living people who because of exuberance in those days of
1937 whenpeople had the wherewithal to run them out, stood
1like the boy on the burning deck, and I am looking forward
that this Government would see fit to reward those people
who, because of the Barbadian snolvalue, never obtained
a fob although they were willing to work,

Mr, Deputy Speaker, I heartily endorse the Govern-
ment’s attitude towards the increase in salaries, more so
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because I am satisfied that youcannot have a Prime Minis-
ter who has to live on the whims and fancies of somebody
down Broad Street, whether theygive him creditor not; and
unless people are prepared to give respect to the chofcest
of their people, they themselves may never become leaders,
There are some people on the other side whose ambition
surpasses their ignorance, and it would worthwhile if they
temper their ambitions with some ability, It {s said that
commonsense is not a common thing, With this I heartily
agree, It might find itself among what we call common
people, but it is not at all a common thing,

Mz, J. M, G, M, ADAMS; Mr, Deputy Spesker, we
have heard, Imay say, some charming speeches, notably the
one from the hon, junior member for St, Andrew, and I
am sure that nobody after hearing his speech would dis-
agree with the salary now proposed for Parliamentary
Secretaries, and indeed despite the contribution made by
the hon. senior member for St, Philip who is unfortunately
not in his seat, we on this side of the House are not dis-
agreeing with the salaries which Parliamentary Secretaries
are to receive, Indeed, much of the eloquence of the other
side has been wasted on positions whichno one is occupying,
particularly the speech of the hon, senior member for St,
Michael, He has trained his gqun carefully on targets out-
side this House. These targets may be occupied by many
members of the public, but certainly were not occupied by
me. There are one or two things whichthe hon, member in
his speech forgot, With regard to the $720 allowance for the
Leader of the Opposition, he got his figures wrong, but per-
haps he was called on to speak at a moment when he was
not expected to do so and wastakena bit by surprise, Any-
way, we can forgive these small coincidences.

4.55 p.m,

There is one thing which I would like to correct, The
hon, member said that no voice was raised against the
salary proposed for the Governor-General, whichwas per-
fectly true, The hon. member went on to make the extra-
ordinary statement that we would never agree to it if we
thought for one second that it would be a Barbadian occupy-
ing the post, I do not know exactly in what ivory tower the
hon, senior member for St, Michael resides, Ido not know
if he thinks thathe was the only person in the Prime Min-
ister’s confidence. I do not know if he thinks that he is the
only person on that side who lmew that the Hon, Dr, Scott
would have been the new Governor-General, Ido not know if
he knows that Dr, Scott was one of the first persons ap-
pointed to the Privy Council; he gave no significance to the
fact, I do not think he seriously believes that the Prime
Minister's announcement of the appointment of Dr, Scott
as Governor-General of Barbados would surprise anyone,
Speaking for myself, I would say that it was with a full
knowledge of the intended appoimment of Dr, Scott that I
attended the debate on the raising of the emoluments of the
Governor-General, We did not know what would have hap-
pened between our acquiescing to the appointment and the
final date of the appointment,

The hon, senior member for St. Michael urged on us
that a good reason for introducing this Bill is that the Fi-
nancial Secretary was getting more than the Prime Minis~
ter, That to me is only a fact, It is a simple, ordinary,
every-day fact, There are nmumerous examples in this
country and in others where a person who is in a position
to take decisions and to comrol the actions of others
may not get the salary which the others get, I think it is
valueless to suggest that the political head must get more
than the subordinate, Governments are so unique, and you
may expect that the Lord Chancellor gets more than Mr,
Harold Wilson, I observe that persons who were respon-
sible for others getting paid were not perhaps getting more
than they. There were newspaper series run by employees
who earn salaries above that of the Director. I do not think
that the Prime Minister must necessarily be the best re-
cipient of Government funds in Barbados, Wedonot regard
this as something automatic, Why does the hon, senior
member for St, Michael not suggest that the Prime Min-
ister appointed the Governor-General refore he
must receive more money than he?

The hon, senior member for St, Philip is not now in his
seat and therefore I will not deal at any length with his

‘.

speech; but there is one point of his argument which is
another fallacy, that is, that you musttake &8 man’s income
into account when you are assessing what he is to be paid
for a particular job., His argument might be followed if it
had been suggested that the person was paid for other ser-
vices, We are not going to go around and say that the hon,
senior member for So-and-Sohas an income and a property
which brings him in so mucha monthand therefore he does
not need any more money, We are not suggesting that a
Minister has racehorses and therefore he does not need any
money. We are not suggesting that a Minister has prope
and therefore he must not get more salary, We are not iff-
terested in what a person‘s private property is as it af-
fects the payment of salaries.

In the United States of America , there was a million-
aire who was such before he successfully ran the Govern-
ment, I am quite sure that nobody was so impertinent as to
say that he does not need it because he is a millionaire,
Those are our views, Those arguments are the type of ar-
guments which have been adduced by hon. members on the
other side of the House and there are arguments which we
do not hesitate to ignore, However, we do have a very
significant point to make, Agreatdeal hasbeen made of the
absence of a salary revision for Ministers since 1957, but
nothing has been said about certain other emoluments which
came to the notice of Parliament and of the public and which
are being drawn by Ministers, Here today not one word has
been said about the Government's Hospitality Vote whichis
referred to in the Estimates as being under the contro} of
the Prime Minister with reference to the Cabinet, (4sides)
It is not because nothing has been said about it that I will
cancel it, It want to say something more about it, In the
year 1961 the Government’s Hospitality Vote was $6,000 a
year, In those days it was used for Government hospitality.
Vouchers were {ssued against it, entertainments were paid
for out of it and, as far as we know, it was not used for the
purposes for which it is being used today,

5,05 p.m,

This question of Minister's salaries has been known
for some time, Indeed, from what we know, even in the
last few days, a Writ Server had to go to one of the Min-
isters; so you can see that if 2 Minister received a call
from a Writ Server - perhaps, people go to them daily ~
we can therefore say that in these days a Minister may
need more money. I am surprised that wedid not have that
argument, But we must not think that this is like a salary,
and this is salary to cut down to a particular duty.

Mr, Deputy Speaker, let us look at the figures for
Government Hospitality, It rose from $6,000 in 1961, 1962
and 1963 to $10,000 in 1964, 12,000 for 1964 -65; $20,000
for 1965-66 and now, it stands at the figure of $33,000 a
year - five times what it was whenthe Democratic Labour
Party took office, You now have it divided up, It has been
suggested that the Premier’s emoluments had been $1,000a
month, and $400 a8 month was taken from the Hospitality
vote, This has been already referred to by many members
in here, You have to date, five full increases in the Gov-
ernment Hospitality vote to what it was during the days of
the B,L.P, Thig is so; therefore, do not come into the
House and saythatthere is no salary revision for Ministers,

I would say that the cost of livingis an average rising
expense and, Mr, Deputy Speaker, it is for this reason we on
this side asked for Ministerial salaries to be considered
at the same time as members' salaries, Thisis something
which, we feel, called for aSelect Committee because des-
pite the Prime Minister's coming here and saying he can
do business or something like that - this was some inmer-
vention - he is still a member of this Honourable House,
He is the senfor member for St. John just as we are senior
or junior members for our respective constituencies, Thatis
why we feel Ministers’ salaries should be opento the views
of this House and especially since the Prime Minister has
contro] over nearly $3,000 a monthof the taxpayers’ money.

The hon, junior member for St. Philip, the hon. senior
member for St, Michael and the hon, funior member for
St, Andrew have been discussing this Bill, Those of us
wonder why was the hon, junior member for St, Lucy is-




suing his instructions across the Table as to which point
of the debate such and such a membr was to intervene,
Why bother to do dirty work if you have colleagues to do
it for you?

We should be very much happier if you gave us a full
and frank disclosure of the Prime Minister's emoluments
and Ministerial receipts. If it had been laid before the
House, we would have been in & much happier position to
discuss whether the Hon, Prime Minister was adequately
paid, It is true, with the increased responsibility in Bar-
bados and in the world, it must necessitate the Prime
Minister entertaining a great deal more out of the Gov-
ernment's Hospitality, He also spends a considerable
amount of money abroad and histravelling hasincreased, I
have not seen the Prime Minister‘s income tax returns and
it would also be interesting to know whether the Income Tax
Commissioner receives a return on the basis of quarters,
It would be interesting to know what indeed the Prime Min-
ister‘s income tax amounts to,

This is how we feel about the lack of disclosure and the
lack of frankness, Perhaps, this has caused a lot of umn-
necessary debate and caused members on this side of the
House much disquiet because we are not {n a position to
estimate what the true emoluments are,
5.15p.m,

In closing, Iwould just suggesttothehon, senior mem-
ber for St. Michael when he talked about people being big
enough to give Mr, Butler a pension that he could not con-
demn his own Party more, because he at one moment gets
up to talk about Mr, Butler in Trinidad getting a pension,
and the hon, senior member for St, Philip gets up to quarrel
with the Leader of the Opposition here gettingone, I thank
you, Mr, Deputy Spesker,

Mr, WEEKES: Mr, Deputy Speaker, on a point of order,
I never quarrelled about the pension which the Leader of
the Opposition is receiving, Ionly mentioned the amount,

Mr, SPRINGER: Mr, Deputy Speaker, on a point of
order, I very much regret that the hon, senior member for
St. Thomas is putting the hon, funfor member for St. Joseph
in the same vein at anearlyage as Mr, Butler, I never had
that intention,

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I take it that
all the contributions on the other side have been made, be-
cause I intend to reply on behalf of the Government,

Mr, St, JOHN: If the hon, member wants to speak, let
him speak, but be cannot say whether or not we have fin-
ishad our replies,

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, itis amazing
that hon, members on the other sidedonot inderstand how
this House works, I am the Leader of the House; I elect to
reply for the Government; and out of courtesy to the other
side I am saying through you that if they have made their
contributions, I propose to reply, and naturally after I have
replied, that is the end of it,

Mr, Deputy Speaker, some of us, perhaps allof us, on
this side of the House when we listened to the speech of the
hon, senior member for St, James felt at that time that he
has tried his best to bring the debate down to a level which
perhaps he could not comprehend. I would not pursue that
matter any more, because the hon, member {s not now in
his place, but Imentioned that to say this: that we were very
much mistaken when we were thinking o then, because it
was left to the hon. senior member for St. Thomas to give
us an example of bringing the debate downto a level which
cannot be comprehended and which can only be deplored. I
am reminded of the story of King George II walking over
Wimbledon Common with his brother, and his brother said
to him, *‘But you know, Sire, youshould not walk about like
this unattended and without protection’’, and the King said
*but 1 can afford to do it; nobody would kill me to make
you King'’, And when I ........
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Mr, J. M. G, M, ADAMS; Ona point of order, the Hon.
junior member for St, Lucy has his quotation hopelessly and
catastrophically wrong, It was Charles II, and it was not
Wimbledon Common,

Hon. J. C. TUDOR; I think I can stand corrected with
respect to the place, but the hon, member is well aware of
the circumstances because he wnderstands the implication,
When therefore hon, members opposite make flattering re-
marke about the Leader of the Opposition, and even some-
times on our side from time to time expressions sig-
nificant of best wishes to him, I am certain that in these
flattering remarks they make they do not wish to see the
hon, senior member for St, Thomas gain any further pro-
minence either in that Partyor inpublic life, and therefore
by comparison they always see the Leader of the Opposition
in a flattering daze.

Mr, J. M, G, M, ADAMS: On a point of order, I hope
that the Hon, Leader of the House is not suggesting that we
attack the Prime Minister in order to make him King,

Hon, J., C, TUDOR: As Iwas saying, Mr, Deputy Speak-
er, first of a1l with respect tothis debate, let me make my
first point, It is really astonishing that the Opposition Party-
and the Official Opposition Party at that « could make any
protest when the question of its ownemoluments was under
review, but could safely walk out and leave the majority
Party in charge of their own increases, well knowing that
however much they talked, however much they walked out
of this Chamber, the majority Party would see that their
increases were made good, When they walked ot of this
Chamber and with some of them outside of this Chamber,
the hon, senior member for St, James who, I am sorry to
say, is not in his place asked “‘Are we going to get the
money tomorrow? Is it going to be $500 a month?’* When
their own Leader would have prevented them from getting
their increases agreed upon in Select Committee, some of
them got outside and said he was an old idiot, he did not
know what he was doing, and were sending messages to me
saying not to mind him, but to press on with the thing.

As a matter of fact, Mr, Deputy Speaker, I will tell
you this: the reason why it was possible for this side of the
House to challenge the Leader of the Opposition then and
1o say that if he could get every single member of his Party
on that side to sign his Report we would withdraw our pro-
posals, was because we knew that if he had talked from then
until Doomsday, he could not have got wnanimity, Do not
mind how much they walked outor criticised us afterwards;
do not mind how much they pranced up during the debate of
this House at other times, we know that they relied on us to
do justice to the Report which represented the feelings of
the whole House, And even when we challenged them to the
effect that if the Leader of the Opposition had reservation
about what the Committee had recommended not to re-
ceive their salaries,]wantto ask anyone over there whether
his reservations were so monumental as to prevent any of
them from going into the Treasury now for the second
month and drawing their increases,

Now when also we considered onour side that we would
give support to the increases recommended by Select Com-
mitt, we did not do it on any attempt recounting that if you
support one side the other side must support you; we did it
on the basis of the work which has been done inside Par-
liament and inside Government Headquarters by the people
who are elected and who sit in both Houses of Parliament
to do the work which has to be done inside of Parliament
and inside of Government,

5.25 p.m,

The $400 a month which we approved of, and readily
agreed to, for the Leader of the Opposition taking into sac-
cowt the status which the Constitution of this country
gives him, had nothing to do with our personal opinion of
him as a politician or our disagreement with him in poli-
tical life, The Constitution mahes provision for the Leader
of the Opposition by legislatior passed in this House, He

. has certain administrative and other duties to perform and

we said that he would be Chairman of the Public Accomnts
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Committee and therefore he must have his salarywhich is
commensurate with that responsibility {f he agrees to do
the work. He has a lot of workto do, If you care to go back
from 1962-63, you can do so, We have there a bad situation
which reflects the changed conditions of parlHamentary
development - the changed conditions of parliamentarylife
and service in this Island, Whenwe were in the Opposition,
we never took issue with them on matters like these, We
never took issue with them that because he happened to be
Head of the Government he should not have this or he
should not have that. If he felt so diffident about his own
office, if his prestige was so small that he did not know
what a Premier deserved to have and he did not see that
the people of this island provide him with it, then that is a
matter for him,

We are now in 1967, Mr, Deputy Speaker, and the
people whose sialaries are now being reviewed by this
House are people who have been in the Government ser-
vice for five years or more, Iwasa member of this House
on the 19th March, 1961, when the then Premier, Dr,
Cummins, stood uwp in imtroducing the Estimates - there
was no Budget before we came into power - and pro-
phesied that the General Revenue Balance would be de-
pleted by the end of 1961, and therefore there would be
nothing left for the rest of the financial year, That is the
sitnation which we found when we took over the Govern-
ment, Do you mean to say that a group of Ministers who
have had to work so hard in order to develop this island
and found the current revenue at some $21 1/2 million
and who have brought the revenue to something like $44 1/2
million and who within that period had generated some $55
million of Capital Development in this island, should not
be compensated? Mr, Deputy Speaker, we have done three
times as much as our predecessors have done for schools,
They have left many things on the files which we have
managed to do, I ask you this in all seriousness, Do you
think that such a Government has any need to be shame-
faced or to be wishy-washy in its attitude or to be apolo-
getic in its attitude? The people themselves are the best
$udges of what has been done within the last five years, If
they had any power to judge what was done between 1956
and 1961 and what was done between 1961 and 1966, they
should be able to pronomnce a comfortable verdict in favour
of this political Party,

Mr, Deputy Speaker, I am now going to infect a line of
thovght which is personally my own; I do not hold my col-
leagues to it, I think that the person who is the Prime
Minister of this Island is a bit too shamefaced in this re-~
spect, If I were the Prime Minister of this island, I would
tell the people straight the quantity of work which I have
to do, how, in any one day I have to put at their disposal
some 20 or 21 hours of my time, that this is a daily task
‘without . remission or stoppage; and I would tell them quite
plainly, if Iwere inthe positionofthe Prime Minister, what
I think I am worth; and Iwould say that for the work which
I do for the promotion of this coumtry's welfare and in-
terest, I should be paid more than the Governor-General,
That is how I feel about it and I do not bind my colleagues
to that, What we have to battle with in this Island is this;
that as a group of people do not represent any significant
portion of Barbadian thought, what we need to fight more
than anything else is the heritage of colonialism. Nobody
thinks that the Prime Minister, because he is a Negro, is
entitled to anything more that what they would grudgingly
afford him, :

When the Hon, and Learned Prime Minister was
practising at the Bar - this is a question of arithmetic
and fact - he could not have had the financial worry which
is thus placed or thrown on him now, His earning capacity
would have been conditioned by the mumber of cases he could
do and the satisfaction whichhe could render to the greatest
number of clients. I do not wish to embarrass him, but I
have to say this. He is not going to say it for himself, but
the people have to understand that so long as they can see
that services are being rendered, and so long as they are
satisfied with the people whom they have elected to high
office and who, in the last five years have been carrying on
Government in this comntry, have deserved the emoluments

they get and that should be the end of the matter. I do not
have to apologise for the line which has been taken on the
other side, '
5,35 p.m,

Now, the hon, senior member for St. James thought he
had a point or that it would be of political interest to the
peopie; so he made great play of disclosing the Govern-
ment's Hospitality Vote, He said it was $6,000 and it was
now $32,000,

(A VOICE: Whom did you say that member was?)

Hon, J, C, TUDOR: I withdraw that, It was the hon,
senior member for St, Thomas, Has the hon, member re-
flected that the volume of visits from overseas has in~
creased one thousand fold? I, myself, have been responsi-
ble for bringing about $5,000 of educational development
to this Island, Do you want me to te]l you how?

Mr, Deputy Speaker, wherever you pass, you see the
development which is taking place withwhatthe hon, mem-
ber claims is the phenomenal rise inthe Government Hos-
pitality Vote, Further, the hon, member tried to make out
that Ministers have gone into the Treasury surreptituously
for everything, while everything which we are drawing is
voted for in Parliament and, before it {s sent to Parlia-
ment is carefully scrutinized, It is true that political par-
ties differ in the{r attitudes totheir Government, Members
of this Government would prefer to get theirs from the
Treasury than otherwise,

The hon, member said that he would like to see the
Prime Minister's tax returns, Everybody knows that the

. Prime Minister must by law have his returns deducted, He

is not above the law. The public should know that the in-
creases in Minister's salaries are by law subject to taxa-
tion, I do not know for other people, ut the Income Tax
Commissioner is going to get some 52% of what my increase
is. Why should it not be s0? He should be glad to pay it if
bhe has what to pay it from,

As the hon. senior member for St, Thomas may be
thinking that some of us may be accepting the Hospitality
allowance which is to be spent onpublic business and in the
{nterest of furthering the development of this country......

Mr, J. M, G, M, ADAMS: Sir, Irise on a point of order,
I said, thatthe allowances towhichIreferred - the $400 for
the Prime Minister and $100 for the Ministers - are paid
irrespective of whether they are spent or not. Many have
the view that it is paid to them for entertainment,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: The hon. member does not seem
to understand that what he is talking of is in the Estimates,
It is there, First of all, thereisnothing which comes to us
gehézgdhas not been submitted to and approved by this House,

1y -

Mr, J. M, G, M, ADAMS: On a point of order, the Esti-
mates states: )
44$32,000 - Government Hospitality - to be spent by the -
Premier on Hospitality - ** There is nothing in that to say
how the money is spent, This is a block vote,

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: There is the second point, Igot
his admission that they are talking of what is submitted and
approved by Parliament,

Mr., J. M, G. M, ADAMS: Onapoint of order, There is
no poimt of admission, Isimply referred to what was quoted
in the Estimates,

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: The hon, member made the ad-
mission that the Government had gone into the Treasnry
without Parliament’s authority, thus to make itappearthat
the Government illegally went into the Treasurytodo some-
thing which was contrary to law and without the approval
of Parliament, -

The second point is this, ff youarein the Gove;mm,
that Government has to do a certain amount of hospitality,
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You must realise that when you see Government Hospitality,
a lot of people get the impression that only Ministers en-
tertain people. A Permanent Secretary isentitled onbehalf
of the Government, and not only entitled but frequently too,
to entertainment, Therefore, the Government’s Hospitality
Vote is at the disposal of Ministers and Officers, That is
the point on entertainment,

We found out that there were bills continually coming
to the Cabinet from time to time quite frequently covering a
vast range of entertainment and instead of week by week,or
as often as the Cabinet had a meeting, vouching a half
dozen or two or three,we decided that the thing to do was
to allow a Minister so much for entertainment allowance
and also to make it clear thatallentertainment costs up to
$25.00 were to be borne by the individual Minister himself,
It is, therefore, not true to say, as the hon, senior member
for St. James has said, that you get this $100,00 2 month
whether you spend it or not,

Mr, CRAIG: I never made any statement about any
$100,00,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR; I know. The hon. member is right
in this instance, I called his name, but I meant the other
one.

5,45 p.m,

Mr. J. M. G, M, ADAMS: On a point of order, Mr,
Deputy Speaker, who is the other one? Does he mean the
hon. junior member for St. James? Secondly, Mr, Deputy
Speaker, the Hon, Leader of the House is saying it is just
not trueto saythat as I said you get this money whether you
spend it or not, I challenge the hon. member to get up and
say if he made a return tothe Treasury last month for his
$100.

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I was at the
point at which I was explaining how this works to the satis-
faction of most hon, members except those who wishto make
something of it. When this matter was before the Estimates
Committee last year, the then hon. senior member for St.
Philip who well knew the circumstances, but who, because
of changed circumstances with him at the time, wanted to
make something of it in order to appear to put the Govern-
ment in the wrong, asked about it and we had a lengthy de-
bate and explanation on this matter, Itistrue that only two
of the hon, members sitting opposite there were in the
House at the time, but this matter was gone into and it was
explained then that when you say something is under the
control of the Premier or the Prime Minister, you did not
mean and could not mean that the Premier spends it, What
you mean is that naturally there has to be some person in
the Cabinet, and preferably the Minister of Finance and
Head of the Government, who must authorise expenditure,
That has to be so, and both before and after, because our
practice - 1 do not know what went on in former Govern-
ments - has been, since we have had this Government, for
each Minister or each Civil Servant whenever he proposes
to entertain Mr, X or Mr, Y, to say to the Cabinet before
hand: *It is proposed to have a Cocktail Party or Luncheon
or Dinner; does the Cabinet approve?’*

What we have tried to do withsome success is this: {if
three or four Ministers or Departments are having visitors
in the same week, or the same time span running for over
three days, we try to rationalise and economise by saying
instead of Government giving two or three Cocktail Parties

in the space of twenty-four hours, could we re-arrange
them so that one Party could serve bothMinistries, and this }
is frequently done, But outside of this Ministers are fre- |
quently called upon to offer entertainment when meeting *
people 3t the Airport, entertain people at lunch or dinner
officially fn connection with their own Department or Min-
istries and the Departments under their control, It is as-
tonishing that you canin a situstionlike this misunderstand
the whole purpose ot hospitality, If you have a Cabinet and
you have a Civil Service, Government Hospitality must
spread over the whole range of activities, Yon cannot ask
a Minister or a Permanent Secretary every five minmes
what he is going to spend; but instead of having numerous
bills coming in for $2.50 for this, $10,50 for that and $1.75 .
for something else, you look at the range of expendimure
over a period and rationalise it (a) by giving Ministers an |

allowance and (b) by making sure that they do not do the
very thing that the hon, me mber thinks can be done, because
up to a certain amount they must meet that expenditure,

1 am grateful to the hon, member on my right for re-
minding me of this, and hon, members opposite should re-
flect on this, You are allowed to spend up to $25.00 on any
particular item of entertainment, so that it is perfectly
possible - and frequently has happened - that a Minister
in the course of & single day has gone into his own pocket,
for the simple reason - Idonot know why they are laughing,
Mr, Deputy Speaker, except at themselves - that in com-
puting the hospitality allowance, no Cabinet is going to waste
its time trying to work out to the last cent how much a
Minister or a Civl Servant should spend for entertainment,
You have a fairly valid experience over a three or four
months’ period of how the thing works, and you allow a
Minister uwp to $2500 for any one occasion, Beyond that
you start to claim, On a single item a Minister could
conceivably spend 310 or $18 or $20,

1 remember myself during the Independence celebra-
tions that Ministers of Government frequently had to attend
in turn at Seawell to receive guests, Between us we had to
receive probably about 400 people, If inaten mimse break
you invited somebody to drinks when you go to receive or
see somebody off, and you are doingthis in the course of a
year without reckoning the number of times yougo into your
own pocket, without reference to Government entertain-
ment, you will find , as we have found, that you can spend
many times more than the allowance which is put at your
disposal, Now there is another point, and it comes right to
this,

5,55 p.m,

Nobody in this Country is willing to appreciate the fact
that you cannot fully compensate people inpublic life, What
you find on the same level of allowance you have to. relate
to something, and in some cases anything you fix is arbi-
trary. The Governor-General receives a duty allowance of
$9,600 a year. When the last Government was in power,
quite a tremendous amount of hospitality fell on Government
House; but since we have come into power, the rules were
reversed, and that before we had acquired an official resi-
dence for the Prime Minister, Four times as much Govern-
ment hospitality is now offered at Culloden Farm, or outside
Government House, than is offered in it, Since this Gov-
ernment has come into power we had thought that it was
most inappropriate that the cost of their reception given
at Government House for the Queen's Birthday should fall
on the Governor and we have taken over that, Nobody sug-
gests that with the reduced responsibility whichfellon the
incumbent of Government House, there should be a reduc-
tion in the duty allowance but youlook at the Official resi-
dence which the people have provided for the holder of the
office of Prime Minister!

You could not ask such aquestion as if the Income Tax
Commissioner takes into account a rent-free house, You
are prepared that, in the Colonial days, anEnglishman
could live in afreehouse, and the Colonial Secretary or the
Auditor General or whoever he was, saw thathe was living
in a rent-free house or in a Government house, a subsi-
dised house which the people of this country would have to
pay for; but when you come to a person who is elected by
the people and who has the highest responsibility of bring-~
ing satisfaction to the country, you are saying that $1,400
per month is too much for him, That is why [ say that the
hon, member, the Prime Minister, is different from me, I
would say that I deserve as much from the people of this
country in discharging their responsibility creditably - I
wotlld say that the same duty allowance whichthe people of
this country are prepared to pay to the Governor-General
they should pay to the Prime Minister, I would do that on
grounds of principle so that when Iceaseto be Prime Min-
ister Iwould have made my successor in office secure in
the status and responsibility,

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the last point wheh I would like
to make is this: do not think that because we have been
talking abowut salaries and allowances and about this, that
and the other that the debate must remain at this level, it
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is not an arithmetical connotation; it is the whole outlook of
life. The people on the other side believe that so long as
Mr, Pile, Mr, Chandler or Mr, Thorne has the Government
of this country, anything thatthey did was all right: but when
their own people are running the Government of this coim-
try and performing the services, the case {s somewhat al-
tered, There is a necessary connection between universal
adult suffrage, the payment of politicians and the progress
which & country has made, Whenever any of us go ontside,
we can be approached by any elector with grievances, we
are told that there is water wanting somewhere and & house
is falling down somewhere else becausethe people have put
us here to do their business, Because they have been paying
us since 1949, they have got infinitely more service from
the representatives of the people than they had from the
Piles and the Chandlers because those people used to pay
themselves and they did not care one hang about the people
whom we have to care about now,

Let us not try to make cheap politics out of matters
such as these, Fortunately, this Government can justify the
salaries for Ministers on the basis of solid achievement
of what we have done for the people of this Island, If the
people on the other side were in power, it is possible that
such s justification could not have beenmade, We have not
taken ot of the Public Treasury any money which is not
deserved; as a matter of fact, we have put more money in
the Treasury than snything which comes to us, anything
which we have received; and we canappealto the common-
sense of the people and totheir fair-mindedness in seeing
that the elected representatives of the people are compen-
sated not as fully as they should be compensated, but as
reasonably as the level of their servicesdirectand as they
are prepared to work for the people,

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative,

A division was taken as follows: «

AYES: Honourables J. C, TUDOR, E, W, BARROW,
C. E, TALMA, G, G, FERGUSSON, A, DaC, EDWARDS,
N, W, BOXILL, Messrs. W, R, LOWE, J. W, CORRBIN,
R, St. C, WEEKES, C, A, E, HOPPIN, L, E, SMITH and
H, B, St, JOHN - 12, [

NOES: Messrs, W. C, B, HINDS, L, S, CRAIG, J. M, G,
M, ADAMS, K, N, R, HUSBANDS and Sir GRANTLEY]
ADAMS - 5,
6.05 p.m.

On motion of Hon. J. C. TUDOR, seconded by Hon.
C. E, TALMA, Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair and
the house went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. YEARWOOD
in the Chair.

Clauses 1 to 6 i1inclusive: were called separately and
passed.

On motion of Hon, /. C. TUDOR, seconded by Hon,
C. E. TALMA, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the passing of
one Bill in Committee.

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported ac- '
cordingly, ,

On separate motions of Hon, J. C. TUDOR, seconded '
by Hon. C. E. TALMA, the Bill was read a third time and
passed,

THE BANK HOLIDAYS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1967

Mr, SPEAKER; The next Order of the day stands. in the
name of the Hon, Minister of Trade and Fisheries: Second - -
reading of a Bill to amend the Bank Holidays Act, 1905,

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: Mr, Speaker, this Bill seeks
to amend the Bank Holidays Act, 1905, (1905-3), in order to
remove from the Scheduled list of Bank Holidays the 9th
November and to add thereto the 30th of November,

Mr, Speaker, the 9thNovember, has always been kept
as a bank-holiday in celebration of Pesce Maker’s Day.
With Barbados becoming independent, it has been decided
to delete the 9th November from the list of Bank Holidays
in order to celebrate the anniversaryof the independence of
Barbados which will be kept on the 30th November, the day
when Barbados became independent, There is no need

to have the list of Bank Holidays cluttered up with Bank
Holidays; so the Government has decided to eliminate the
9th Novermber from the list in the Schedule to the Act and
insert the 30th November in its place,

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second time.
Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,

On motions of Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON, seconded by
Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair
and the House went into Committee on the Bill,Mr,
YEARWOOD in the Chair.

6.15 p.m,

Clauses 1 and 2 were called and passed.

On the motion of Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON, “seconded by
Hone A« DaC. EDWARDS, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the pass «
ing of ond Bill in Committee, and Mr. SPEAKER resumed

the Chair and reported accordingly,

On the separate motions of Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON,
seconded by Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS, the B;li was read a
third time and passed,

THE CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT (GENERAL)
(AMENDMENT) ORDER, 1967

Mr, SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in the
name of the Hon, and Learned Prime Minister, and it is to
move the passing of a Resolution to approve the Civil Es-
tablishment (General) (Amendment) Order, 1967,

Hon, E. W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, thisis a Resolution
to approve the Civil Establishment Order made onthe 19th
January, 1967 by the Cabinet, and this Civil Establishment
Order is in respect of the Public Works Department to
make provision for the establishment of a postof a Tracer
and Clerk at the salary setout, Inthe Ministry of Education
there is also to be the establishment of an Assistant Li-
brarian and an Operator, Bookmobile; and in the Ministry
of Health and Community Development the establishment
of the post of Nurse for the Ophthalmic Service and a Staff
Nurse and one Stenographer in the permanent establishment
of the Ministry of Health for the purposeof the B, C.G, ser-
vice in connection with testing for Tuberculosis. The
Staff has to be increased in the Laboratory by a Senior
Laboratory Technician, a Junior Laboratory Technician and
& Laboratory Attendant inplice of a general worker; and the
bracketing of the posts of Laboratory Technician and Junior
Laboratory Technician ensures that on obtaining the pre-
scribed qualification, the Junior Laboratory Technician
may automatically advance to the higher bracket,

In the Meteorological Service, Mr, Speaker, we are
making an adfustment in the salary scale of the post of
Meteorological Assistant to remove one of the Efficiency
Bars and provide other conditions for advancement in the
scale,

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass,

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

:The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

Mr, SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in
the name of the Hon, and Learned Prime Minister......

Hon, E. W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, I understand that
the Bill entitled an Act to amend the Marrisge Act, 1904,
and the Marriage of British Subjects (Facilities) Act, 19186,
was circulated onty today, and in view of the fact that there
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is nothing particularly pressing, asfar as I can see, about
the provisions of the amendments which are proposed in
the Bi1), I do not intend toproceed with this item today; but
I will serve notice that on the next occasion that the House
meets that Bill will be dealt with in all its stages,

Mr, SPEAKER: The next Item, No, 7, also stands in the
name of the Hon, and Learned Prime Minister and it is to
move the second reading of & Bill to provide for the dis-
charge, modification and interpretation of certain restric-
tions affecting land, and for other matters connected there~
with,

Hon, E, W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, the same thing ap~
plies to this Bill whichwas onlygiven notice of on the 24th,
It has been printed and circulated, butIwill agk you to de-
fer this and deal with the next Item,

PRIVATE MEMBERS* BUSINESS

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, this concludes Gov-
ernment Business, and we had earlfer, Iunderstand, given
an undertaking to the hon, senior membr for St, Joseph
that some Private Members' Business would be done, We
wish to honour that indertaking,

1 therefore beg to move that Private Members‘ Busi-
ness be now taken,

Hon, G, G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,

Mr. SPEAKER: It is now time for Private Members’
Business.

RESOLUTION re HOUSING AREA AT
LAMMINGS PASTURE, St. JOSEPH

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, I amasking leave that Item
No. 2 standing in my name be the first Order of the Day
under Private Members' Business.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, senior member for St, Joseph
is asking leave of the House to proceed with item No, 2
standing in his name mnder Private Members’ Business as
the first Order of the Day, and unless there is any ob-
jection, leave will be granted,

There being no obfection, leave is granted the hon,
member to proceed to move the passing of a Resolution
relating to the necessity for the establishment of a housing
ares at Lammings Pasture, St, Joseph,

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, this Resolution is very short
and is asking this Honourable House to negotiate the pur-
chasing of Lammings Pasture for the purpose of establish~
ing a housing area,

6.25 p.m.

This particular pasture is a pasture which, at the mo-
ment, is not arable, it is not what we would call suitable
for sugar cane growing, and it is in close proximity to
these people who are living in danger, As you remember,
Sir, in the month of November, we had such a heavy rain-
fall that some of these people had to remove their houses
immediately, There are a lotof people who arenow living
in the same area and they are facing the same danger, and
there are people who do not want to go too far away out of
the parish, Some of the members of the Government, in-
cluding myself and my colleague, have already visited this
area and we have given it our approval, Sir, the people are
very anxious to know if the Government is going to come to
their rescue immediately by buying this particular pasture,

The guardians of this particular area of 1and are only
too willing to turnitover to the Government as soon as they
see fit to negotiate for it, There are people who are living
in a place situated near to a pond cslled Kendal Pond, and
when we get a heavy rainfall the flow of water can make it

very embarrassing for residents around that pond, The
water carries away some of their animals sometimes,
There was a woman who lost her belongings because of the
flood area around there, I feel that the Government should
be doing their duty if they will make an immediate effort,
if they have not done it already, to own this particular
pasture, Mr, Speaker, I will not go sofar as to prolong the
debate any further, because I can quite clearly see the ex-
pression on the faces of the members on the other side of
the Table, that they are ready to givethe green light to this
Resohmion, This is & deserving cause and I appeal to the
Government members to relieve these suffering people,
The members of the Government should remember the
people and forget the introducer of this Resolution, because
it is the people whom we are out to help, and not the in-
troducer of the Resolution,

Mr, Speaker, without any more ado, it gives me very
great pleasure to move the passing of this Resolution, In
fact, I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I beg to second that,

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, as a resuit of
the recent heavy rains in November and December last
year there has been a lot of 1and slipping in the areas in
St, Joseph, We paid visits to the various sites and we have
come to the conclusion that it is expedient to remove the
people from the places where they now live, On the question
of resiting the people to a definite spot in St, Joseph where
they will not be too far removed from their places of em-
ployment, this Government is not opposed to that; however,
1 should like to let the hon, member know that we could not
bind ourselves down to acquiring this particular person’s
property now. What we are doing, Sir, is investigating the
entire area, If Lammings Pasture is the most suitable site
for the purpose of resiting these people, then the Govern-
ment will take that into consideration, If we find another
site which is nearer to the majority of residents whose
houses are affected by the land slides, then the Govern-
ment will take the decision to acquire that site; but the
Government will acquire 2 site in the parish of St, Joseph
for the proper development of a housing area, I do not know
if the hon, member will give the Government an opportumity
to see what is the best available site, At this stage, rather
than allowing the passing of this Resohition for the ac-
quisition of this pasture, I would move that the further
consideration of this matter be postponed,

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that,

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, I cannot understand the rea-
sons for the postponement of this debate because the Hon,
Minister visited the particular site, and he saw that the
people are in danger, There is a man called Frank Forde
in whose house I would not even go if I happened to be
travelling there and the rain started to fall, As I say, Sir,
1 would not even go into that house, far more to sleep in it,
The danger is under these people's houses at this moment
still, If the Government does not pin itself down to the
acquisition of Lammings Pasture, then they should be in a
position to tell me whether there is another site under con-
sideration,

6.35 p.m.

The Minister should be in a position to tell me or the
House if there is another site, I am sure that Lammings
will not hold all the people’s houses which want removing
from the danger site, The people have to look for another
site for their houses,

When it comes to the houses at Mellowes, Edgecliffe
and the Spa, you have as many houses there as Lammings
would accommodste, You have to get another site for the
houses on the other side of the parish, Vaughan's Land,
Surinam, Hackleton Cliff and Church Village, Mr, Speaker,
you must have heard or read that quite recently a rock
broke away from Hackleton CUff where, as I said, some
people are living, The owners of Malvern plantation, which
is good land, are not going to allow the people to remove
their houses from the danger zone to 1and on that plantation,
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As a matter of fact, there are still some people who are
. waiting on the Government. I asked the Government the
other day if they knew that Lammings was for sale, The
owners of Lammings are not prepared to sell a spot or

two, hut they will sell if you buy a large area of land,

St, Joseph is strictly agricultural land and the people
there are not going to give up the land, Tamarind Hall s
not sufficient to accommodate all. We mayget another rain-
fall before Government decides todo something and, so far
as Lammings is concerned, I know that the owners would
allow the people to remove their houses there before the
Government does anything,

I would say, if the Hon, Minister knows that there is
another site which they can buy to house all those houses,
that is alright, Tell us; but donot ask us to agree to a post-
ponement, I just have no word to press for the postpone-
ment of this Resolution, Ido not know, unless you can tell us
where this other site would be, I called the names of two
sites which are available - Tamarind Hall as well as
Lammings. You only have to begin negotiations and the peo-
ple would be able to move on the land,

What may have actuated the minds of some members
of the Government is that they may feel that by passing this
Resolution tonight, and then they buy Lammings, allof the
stars would be taken out of their crown and would be placed
into mine, They feel that they would bedoing me a big ser-
vice, but it is the people to whom they will be doing a big
service - not me, I am not asking the Government to re-
move tme; I am asking the Government to protect those
people, You might hear in the morning that Frank Forde's
house has gone under the gully. That man is still looking
around for a spot. Lots of people would like to get a spot,
The people cannot get anywhere to pit the houses which
they have from the Housing Authority, Wherever they can
get a bit of land, they would move on it as soon as possible,
What is the use of telling people to get a home and then
when they get one, they cannotget any place to put it? I know
a man who is now only waitingtoget a spot, Everything is
done already as far as the Housing Aumthority is concerned,

The Government must work quickly. They willhaveto
buy Lammings and Tamarind Hall, Tamarind Hall would be
able to accommodate the lower part of St, John, It is not
only a question of removing people’s houses from the dan-
ger zone, The owners of these places would not rent out the
land for house spots because you have to give them a long
time before you can get them off. You have passed a law
committing them to renting out their land for a long time
before youcan get the tenant off; so they are saying that you
have given us too much trouble to get a tenant off. The
Government has protected these tenants by making the
owners give them a long notice, You have to protect them
by buying 1and for them, The Government will have to make
up its mind to buy Tamarind Hall and Lammings, The Gov-
ernment is here to do that because I cannot buy the land,
I will tell the people from today that the Government is
helping thern, Therefore, Sir, I am asking the Government
to carry on and do not loiter intheir legal department, Let
us w what is their intention and do not keep us dilly-
dallying,

Mr, J. M, G, M, ADAMS: Mr. Spesker, I want to speak
quite shortly on this Resolution, Thave heard the hon, senior
member for St, Joseph and the hon, senior member for St,
Andrew. It appears that there is a serious problem in St.
Joseph, I heard the hon, senfor member for St. Joseph
say that even Lammings and Tamarind Hall together can-
not accommodste all the people, and I hope in due course
that on your information satisfactory use {s being made
of the Housing Areas to which mention is made for the
transfer of these people,

6.45 p,m,

I wonder if full use is being made of the Housing Areas
to which persons have already been transferred, because
a great deal is heard of how these housing areas must be
in the same parish, but I observe in my own constituency
of St. Thomas that many people have beentransferred there,
It is to be hoped that, when this Resolhtion is carried,

either now or some time in the future, the Minister will
also take note that at least one member expressed his
concern that proper facilities be made available at what-
ever housing areas may be used for the persons who have
to be removed from the Melvins Hilldistrict and the other
districts which are threatened,

At the Bagatelle Housing Area inSt, Thomas to which
many persons have already been removed, I understand,
from St. Andrew and elsewhere, the cricketground is still
uneven, the pavilion does not have a caterer, and the people
in Redman's Village are cryingout for facilities in the
housing area proper, There is a well known cricket team,
the Redman’s Village Cricket Team, and with more people
coming in, the Housing Authority can be directed to intro-
duce better facilities both for these housing areas and for
any other covered by this Resolution and to be covered in
the future if the amendment is carried, Proper attention
should be paid to the persons who aretransferred to these
housing areas, and I hope that all the Ministers concerned -
and after all St, Thomas is represented by a Minister as
well, will now make some effort in these matters where
new housing areas are going to be brought into effect to see
that they have proper facilities at all times.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS; Mr, Speaker, Iam suggesting
to the House not to agree to this amendment for the ex-
cellent reason given by the hon, senior member for St,
Joseph, more especially since it is impossible for the
Minister to say that this is not a suitable spot in St, Joseph
for people who have to work in St, Andrew or St, Thomas,
I do not want to say it in any spirit of feeling that there is
some reason for the Minister and the hon, senior member
for St, Andrew to be doing something which we do not ex-
pect of them. Iamnot saying it in any critical way of either
Minister; hut it is remarkable to me who came away feeling
that we were getting co-operation between the Government
and the Opposition, that those of us who were there includ-
ing the Civil Servants could not have examined the position
in a more cultured licht: there was no question of Govern-
ment or Opposition or of Civil Servants, Everyone who went
there saw the appalling danger of some people and we all
agreed without the slightest moment of hesitation. I will
pay tribute to the Hon, Minister by saying that he was as
reasonable, sympathetic and willing to help the people in
danger as we, the two members for St, Joseph, were, It is
to me just amagzing that this property has not yet been
bought, I remember hearing some talk about how long it
takes and all that, It does not take five minutes for the
Government to say they are going in,

Mr, Speaker, Lammings should have been bought the
morning after we visited that spot, They should go in and
say: ‘‘We as Government are taking this spotover; we will
negotiate the price after;’’ and promptly move the houses
on to Lammings, There is no excuse for postponement.

I have just paid the two hon, members to whom I referred
the compliment of saying that they gave the impression of
admitting it was a very suitable spot, with a road on the
site, and with water and electricity passing by, and as the
hon, senior member for St, Joseph has said, we know that
the owners are not putting any obstacles inthe way of Gov-
ernment. I have not paid them that compliment for the sake
of flattering, but I am merely stating the facts. From the
corditions they saw, they felt no less strong than we, the
two members from St, Joseph, feit, They saw the appalling
situation and also approved Lammings as a suitable site,
Why wait, as the hon, member has asked? The extraordin-
ary and abnormal weather, the rain falling in January to
the extent that it has, allthesethings point to the necessity
of going ahead, The necessity is there, the willingness of the
owner is there; why delay? For that reason I am asking
bon, members not to postpone this matter, because this is
not a Party matter, If it were possible for the Minister in
charge of this to say he is not too sure this is a suitable
spot and he wants justification, of course we would ssy
‘‘yes**, it does not matter whatthe price will be now, since
with the ease with which you can get the land, you do not
have to wait to see whether it is reasonable, You can buy
"it now for the people and then argue about reasonahleness
or unreasonableness, and if they were unreasonable, you
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come in here and say what you are going to give for it. I
suggest to the Hon, Minister not to give the impression
that there is some reason unadduced, because whathe said
is no answer to our asking him to go on with this, As the
hon, senior member for St. Joseph has said, yon want Lam-
mings and you want more land,

Mr, Speaker, the Hon, Minister must know that ob-
viously people in St. Josephdo not wantto go to St, Thomas
if they canget 1and inthe parish, I do not know that any hon,

"member would care to leave his parishfor any other parish
as long as he is comfortable where he is; but if necessity
makes him move away from his workplus his old home, of
course he will make a great fuss about having to leave his
home and having a greater distance togoto get to his work,
1 do appeal to the Hon, Minister, You are bound to buy
Lammings because you want 1and, The owner tells you that
you can have it, and whether or notthe owner says you can
have it, you can acquire it because youare Government and
there is the Land Acquisition Act.

6.55 p.m.

I hope that my appeal to the hon, member in charge of
this porfolio will bear fruit and that he will see about this
matter in view of what the two representatives for St,
Joseph have said. After sll, hon, members must know that
the people who have to remove out of the parish are pro-
testing against it, I believe my senior colleagne has quoted
an instance where he will take no risk. I appeal strongly
to hon. members,

Mr, WEEKES:Mr, Speaker,] have no doubtthat youwill
remember that not so long ago I was appointed as Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of Healthand Community
Development, When I was given that appointment, the Hon, |
Minister of Health and Community Development instructed
me to concentrate on housing, Consequently, Iamprepared
to reply to members of the Opposition, I would like to say
that the Government has a comprehensive plan in dealing
with all aspects of housing, We are not here to accept the
advice of the members of the Opposition because we are
capable of planning for thatparticular area. Itis my duty to
remind the members of the Opposition that we are quite
willing to listen to them attentively and todo our utmost at
all times for the benefit of the community, It is true that the
members of the Opposition are playing to the gallery, but we
are..,.,. )

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us stick to the Resohrion for ac-
quiring Lammings.

Mr, WEEKES: Very Well, Sir, The Government will
deal with Lammings in due course, and we are prepared to
do all that lies inour power for the people of this particular
ares; and notonly with respect to Lammings but also for the
people in other parishes who own houses. The members of
the Opposition have come to the conclusion that Lammings
Pasture is a suitable site to which these people should be
removed, but the Government will, in due course, decide
where these people should be domiciled in the fiture,

Mr. HINDS: Mr, Speaker, it appears to me that some
hon. members wamt to place the houses of people who
happen to live under frightful conditions as obtain in St,
Joseph and other parishes in the same category as they
will place something which can be collected intheir pockets,
That is notthe case, Hon, members onthe other side of the
House do not seemn to realiseinthe proper sense the plight
of the Hon, Minister who moved the postponement of this
Resolution, I fully appreciate his plight. 1alsofully appre-
ciate the plight of the Parliamentary Secretary, This Reso-
Iution, simple as it appears, applies the test of the sincerity
of the Government as to the questionof helping these poor
poverty-stricken people whose homes have been affected by
flooding and landslides in the St, Joseph area and else-
where, I say further that this Resolutionis also a test to the
ability of Government Ministers and the Government, soto
speak, What we have seen here this afternoon is evidently
what appears to be dangerous and threatening to lfe in the
view of the two hon. representatives of the parish of St,
Joseph and of the people whose lives happen to be threat-
ened, but it may not appesar to be dangerous in the eyes of
the Government Ministers, They have seen the site, but it
does appear that when some of the Ministers see, they do

not believe, 1 am willing to say that what has happened in
the parish of St. Joseph and the adjoining parishes might
well have happened in St. Peter or in any other parish of
this Island, What has happened in St, Joseph may happen
elsewhere at any time, It is either that the Government is
satisfied that these people are in imminent danger, that
their lives stand threatened and the Government meanto do
something about it and not toy or fiddle with it, or, on the
other hand, the Government are disregarding the lives of
the people down there and they will deal with this matter
in their own good time, Iheard the hon, senior member for
St. Philip say that the Government will deal with Lammings

_Pasture in due course,

Mr, WEEKES: Mr, Speaker, on & point of explanation,
1 did not say that the Government would deal with Lammi ngs
in due course. What I said is that the Government has a
comprehensive plan,

Mr, HINDS: Mr, Speaker, the hon, senior member for
St, Philip said both things, He said thatthe Government has
a comprehensive plan and thatthey willdeal with Lammings
in due course, Do you know what the trouble is, Sir? I am
of the opinjon that the hon, senior member for St, Philip
does not appreciate what a comprehensive plen is.

Mr, WEEKES: Mr, Speaker, on apointoforder, I have
said already and I repeat that the Government has a com-
prehensive plan and we will deal with it in due course,
(Laughter).

7.05 p.m,

Mr, HINDS; I am too wondering, Mr, Speaker, if the
hon, senior member for St, Philip wants us to understand
that Lammings is not in that comprehensive plan, What we
have to concern ourselves with is this, Asthe hon, senior
member for St, Joseph said, we have to consider the siting
of working class people as reasonably close aspossible to
their place of employment, This is & point which must not
be forgotten.

What I want to appeal to hon. members on the other
side to do about this Resolution is this. I understand the
plight of the Minister and his moving a motion for the post-
ponement, I appreciate his position, He would have gone and
seen the condition of these people: but whenhe comes back
to his Cabinet, is he in the position to stand up in Cabinet
and say: ‘‘The people in the area referred to by the hon,
senior member for St, Joseph are in danger and I feel
today this Cabinet should take somedecisiontogive these
people some measure of relief''?

This is not anything which is worthpostponing for any
reason whatsoever, Ihave every confidence inthe hon,
senior member for St, Josephas to his abflity to choose and
see what {s good for the people who now stand in danger in
the parish of St, Joseph; and I appeal to the Hon, Minister
to do all that he can, in other words, to take some action
today, The longer you keep these people waiting, you are
endangering them and preventing them from havinga com-
fortable night's rest, Let me know thatGovernment is doing
something and that the people would rot live in danger any
longer than tomorrow or the day after,

Mr, CORBIN: Mr, Speaker, I have to speak on this
matter, In the recent rainfall, we had plenty of landslides in
the parishes of St, Apdrew and St, Joseph, I understood that
the Minister concerned and Officials were coming up to look
at the immediate danger, I associated myself withthe Min-

. {ster of the Government and all the other persons. Along

with us were the two hon, members for St, Joseph, All of
us went around and visited the various places and saw the
danger of the people and we have made preparations to help
those who were in immediate danger, This was our Chief
purpose for going around,

We have made provisions to resite these people at
Bagatelle or any other suitable site, Some of the people say
that they are not going to this place; they do not want to
leave St, Joseph. We asked them: will youshow us a suitable
place where you want to go if youdo not want to go to Baga-
telle or any other housing area? We weretrying to save
those who were readyto die, That is what we are here to do,
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We then told the people that we weregiving them whatever
help we could to re-site them, Some sgreed to that and

some did not agree, That is as regards the immediate
help.

We then decided to look around for a spot for them and
we went to a place called Lammings, We all agreed that the
place which we went and looked at was firmer than where
these people were living, However, the important point is
that we were willing to help these le with another spot
on which to live which is firmer where they are.
Up to now only negotiations are being made with the various

owners with whom we want to purchase their land,

I am assured according to what I understand that they
are going to other places, May be someof these places are
better than Lammings, The only thing I do not like to hear
is that the people do not want to leave St, Joseph to go to
other places. If other estates want Iabourers, I do not see
any reason why these people in St, Joseph cannot go and
work at these other estates, The St, Luc{ans would not come
up as they are accustomed doing: they would not be allowed
to come up until they have proper exsmination, A lot come
up without having examination and they spread diseases.

I am sure that the Government is going to purchase
somewhere to help the poor peopleof this isiand, The Gov-
ernment is not sitting down or lying down, and I am sure
that Government is willing in the near fiture to remove all
these people who are suffering. We have people at Rock
Hall in St, Andrew who are inworse condition, I can assure
hon, members that negotiations are proceeding to re-site
these people,

7.15 p.m.

I am saying, Sir, that the people must make up their
minds, Iheard the hon, senior member for St, Joseph say
that there are people who may tomorrow morning go down
into the gully, I believe that these are some of the people
who have been asked to move, buttheydo not want to move
to go to Bagatelle or other places. Whenyou are in distress
and places are provided, you should accept the provision
which is made, If they do not want to go, we cannot move
them because they are free, Itrust, Mr, Speaker, that in
the very near future provision will be made for the people
in those dangerous places in St, Joseph and St. Andrew to
relieve them of their plight,

Mr, HUSBANDS and the Hon., G. G, FERGUSSON rose
to speak.

Mr, SPEAKER: Immediately prior to the hon. funior
member for St, Andrew rising, the hon, funior member for
St, Michael rose, It ishisturnnow and then the hon, senior
member for St, Peter, if he still desires to speak,

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON:; Mr, Speaker, the whole situa-
tion rests with the technicsal people in these areas, I was
Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, before my colleague
took over, when this disaster took place in St, Andrew and
St. Joseph, and within a day or two after the heavy rains, I
visited areas in St, Andrew and St. Joseph and reported
immediately to my other colleague here, the Minister of
Housing, the serious situation that existed, As a matter of
fact, Sir, Iwould not bave taken the chance sleeping in some
of these houses snother night, Large areas of sofl and trees
were completely removed from some of these areas and
left some of the houses actually exposed, and it was fortu-
nate that some of them didnot move, We on this side realise
that people growing uwp and Hving in an area will always
be reluctant to move, and thisisoneof the main problems.

Too many people in Barbados can only appreciate the
necessity to move whenthere is a directneed or emergency,
and I think this is one of the things that has been brought -
to the people in the Sofl Conservation area. Some of the
people in the most desolate positions were removed to
areas which the Government has, The hon, senior member
for St, Philip made mention of preparations being made
wi thin certain sreas for housing, That may be a normal
plan, for carrying out housing, but this {s a matter of

emergency, which is something completely different. You
have got to change your plans from an emergency to one
of day-to-day operations, and I should like to draw to the
attention of both hon, -members for St, Joseph that the Min-
ister who has takenover from me in agriculture is as much
concerned as they may be with respect to the danger sur-
rounding the people in St, Joseph and St, Andrew, I would
not like any person on that side to think that the Ministers
sitrting over here are inhuman or neglectful of the people
regardless of constituency, class or race in this country,
and I should like to assure themthatin a very short space
of time preparations will be made to have these people as
close as possible to where they formerly lived, This is a
soil-moving area, and since the area was visited on the
first occasion, there have been heavy rains and many other
areas have shown up defects; so we have to depend on our
technical advisers before we can move peopletoa specific
area, It has to be an areaonwhich a test has been carried
out to certify that it is not withinthe zope in which slipping
has been taking place.

Mr, HUSBANDS: Mr, Speaker, speaking on the motion
for postponement, in Parliament every member, subjectto
the rules, has a right to spesk, What I remind myself of is
this: that when a Resolution is moved by a backbencher, that
backbencher is actually seeking the assent of the House in
order thatthe feeling of the House will be transferred to the
Government, and the Government ultimately decides, The
Government need not make speeches on this Resolution at
all; they merely have it inhand if and only if it passes the
House; so on postponing the Government does notmake the
same speeches that we have made among ourselves, What
is the purpose of postponing? If it passes, they are not
even committed, If this Resolmtion passes this House
tonight, Government is not committed to buy the land, This
is a sheer waste of time, because the Government is ab-
solutely under no obligation, When Ministers talk on Pri-
vate Members' Resolutions, they are talking to themseilves,
and T hope somebody will teach them that, You know that
from your experience, and that is what [ have been listening
to here today on something Government will decide on in
our absence, It is ridiculous and trivial, They are political
infants and babies in arms. I do of course appreciate the
speech made by the Hon, Minister who has just sat down,
the hon, funior member for St, Michael, He made a speech
of some substance, and I hope he makes a speech like that
in Cabinet which ought to be very effective there where it
can bring about resuits,

Mr, Speaker, a Resolution is something resolved in
one body to be transferred to another body, and in making
speeches on this Resolution, the Government has been
speaking to itself; so the postponement is really unneces-
sary, This House can pass this matter with or without
Government, and if it is decided on one way or another,
this House cannot commit the Government even if it passes,
1 hope the Ministers know that we are only saying that the
feeling of the House by a vote is that this Resolution should
go to Government, That is all,

7.25 p.m,

We cannot commit them, We only say that we feel that
the House by a vote should send this Resolution to the Gov-
ernment, With those remarks, I do not think we should
waste any more time onthis matter, Talking to the Govern-
ment is a sheer waste of time, in my opinion.

The question that further consideration of this Reso-
lution be now postponed was put and resolved in the af-
firmative.

A division was taken as follows

AYES: Mr. YEARWOOD, Hon'bles J. C, TUDOR, C. E.
TALMA, G, G, FERGUSSON, A, DaC, EDWARDS, N, W,
BOXILL, Messrs, LOWE, SARGEANT, WEEKES and
HOPPIN - 10,

NOES: Messrs, LYNCH, HINDS, HUSBANDS, SMITH
and Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS - 5,




Mr. SPEAKER: I am advised that five hon, members

have voted *No’* and ten hon, members have voted ‘‘Aye’*,
Accordingly, I declare that the “‘Ayes' have itand the fur-
ther consideration of this Resolution now stands postponed,

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS CONCLUDED

Hon, J. C. TUDOR;: Mr, Speaker, Ishould like to draw
two things to your attention, On today's Order Paper dated
31st January, 1967, there is Order No, 3 under Private
Members®' Business, which was actually disposed of last
week, has still been reprinted, That is, & motion standing
in the name of the Hon. Leader of the Opposition:-

To move the passing of a Resolutiondeploring the con-
duct of His Honour the Speaker in accepting, without re-
reproach on his part, a gross contempt of the Chair by the
junior member for St, Lucy and Leader of the House when
on December 15, 1966, he disobeyed a rulingby Mr, Speaker
and further that His Honour the Speaker was himself guilty
of conduct wnbecoming the dignity of the Chair and is de-
serving of the gravest possible censure,

Mpr, SPEAKER; I have discovered that and I pointed it
out to the Government Printer, Likewise, the Hon, Leader
of the House will notice that Private Members* Business
should have been placed on the Order Paper before Gov-
ernment Business,

SELECT COMMITTEE DISCHARGED

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Spesker, I wonder if Your
Honour would discharge the Select Committee which was
appointed on 13th December, 1966, to consider and report
on the Salaries and conditions of service of the Officers of
the House of Assembly and the salaries of the members of
the House of Assembly.

WS

Mr, SPEAKER: I thank the Hon, Leader of the House
for reminding me of that, Iwas contemplating doing a simi-
lar thing during the day. I take this opportunity to thank
those hon. members who were associated with me on that
Committee for their labours and Ialsotake this opportunity
now of discharging them withmygratitude and the gratitude,
1 am sure, of the whole House,

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, you will also recall
that one of the recommendations of that Select Committee
wag that another Committee should be setup in due course
to go into the question of pensions for members of the House
and Ministers, I do not know whether there is any par-
ticular hurry about that, but as this kind of Committee will
have to do a long spell of detailed work, perhaps Your
Honour wiil appoint a Committee representative of the
whole House, and perhaps also Your Honour will wish to
give attention to that matter for some weeks,

Mr, SPEAKER: I will give the matter due thought,
ADJOURNMENT
Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, Ibegto move that this
House do now adjourn until Tuesday, 21st February, 1967,
at 2,30 p.m. of the clock,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: Ibeg to second that,
The question that this House do now adjourn until
Tuesday, 21st February, 1967, at 2,30 p.m. of the clock

was put and resolved in the affirmative without division,
and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly.

7.35 p.m,






