
SECOND SESSION OF 1966 - 71 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 4th J u l y ,  1967 

Puxsuant to the adjournment, the House of As- 
sembly met at 12 noon o'clock today. 

PRESENT 

His Honour J. E. T. BRANCKER, Q. C.,F.Z.S., 

(Speaker); Mr. L .  E .  SMITH, J.P.; Hon. C. E. TALM.2, 

(Minister o f  Health and Community Deve2opment);Hon.J. C. 
TUDOR, M.A., (Minister o f  Education); Mr.  J. W .  CORRIF; 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON, (Minister o f  Trade, Tourism, 
Co-operatives and Fisheries); Mr. R. ST.C. WEEKES, 

J.P.; Mr. W. R. LOWE; Hon. N. W. BOXILL, (Minister of 

Communicatzons and Works);Hon. A. DaC. EDH ARDS, ( M Z W  

i s t e r  ofAgnculture,Labour andNafzona1 Insurancp); Sir G. 4, 

ADALIS, C.M.G., Q.C., B.A., D.C.L. (Hon.) (Leader of 

the Oppositzon); and Mr. C. A.  E. HOPPIN, J.P. 

Prayers were read. 

MINUTES 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am advised that there a re  yet 
no Minutes for  confirmation, and this is in no way due 
to the present staffing of this Chamber as is instantly 
constituted. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give 
notice of a Resolution to place the sum of $19,800 at 
the disposal of the Government to supplement the Es- 
timates, 1967-68 Par t  I - Current as shown in the 
Sypplementaxy Estimates, 1967-68 No. 4 which forms 
the Schedule to the Resolution. 

Also, I beg to give notice of a Resolution to place 
the sum of $4,129 at the djsposal of the Government 
to supplement the Estimates, 1967-68 Par t  I - Cur- 
rent as shown in the Supplementary Estimates, 1967- 
68 No. 5 which forms the Schedule to the Resolution. 

Also, I beg to give notice of my intention to move 
the House into Corftmittes of Supply at its next Sitting 
to deal with these two Resolutions of which notice has 
just been given. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSlNE SS 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. senior member for St. 
Joseph. His Question re  beach land. 

Mr .  SMITH: To enquire of the appropriate Min- 
ister: - 

1. Is i t  the intention of the Government to ac- 
quire beach land at various sites in all the parishes 
where sites are  available, for the purpose of building 
resort  houses for the workers? 

2. If the answer is "Yes", can the Minister 
take immediate action to buy land and erect  such 
houses? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The same hon. member. His 
question re a Loan Board. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, to enquire of the ap- 
propriate Minister: - 

1. Will the Minister consider the advisability 
of establishing a small Industries Loan Board, for the 
purpose of assisting small manufacturers with small 
loans especially artisans, cabinet makers, upholster- 
e r s  etc.? 

2. If the answer is "Yes", can the Minister 
take immediate steps to implement the scheme? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The same hon. member. His 
question .re a bridge at Coggin's. 

Mr. SMITH: To e n q u i ~  of the appropriate Minis- 
ter:- 

1. I s  Government aware of the hardship 
caused to the people of St. Andrew by the long delay 
in reconstructing the bridge at Coggin's, St. Andrew? 
I s  Government further aware that this bridge was out 
of use since late last  year? 

2. If the answer is "yes", would Government 
expedite the reconstruction of this bridge in an effort 
to alleviate the hardship caused to the people in the 
area. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The same hon. member. His 
question re telephones in outlying parishes. 



Mr. SMITH: To enquire of the appropriate Minis- 
ter:- 

1. Has the Government's attention been 
drawn to the great necessity of having telephones 
available in the outlying districts o r  parishes? 

2. Is  Government aware that a notice i s  
posted on the Highways and Transport Office at 
Belleplaine, St. Andrew, forbidding the use of the 
telephone,while private persons a re  often making their 
telephones available to their neighbours and general 
public? 

3. If the answer to question 2 is in the affirm- 
ative, will Government cause such notice to be taken 
down, and to permit persons to make necessary tele- 
phone calls? 

NOTICES 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to give notice of the following Resolution:- 

BE IT RESOLVED that this House notes the 
Financial Statement and Budgetary Proposals for the 
fiscal year 1967-68 contained in a statement made in 
this Honourable House on Friday, 30th June, 1967, by 
the Minister of Finance. 

* x 
Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 

the suspension of Standing Orders Nos. 5,14,16, 18, 
19, 40 and 45 for the remainder of today's Sitting. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in  the affirmative 

without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Accordingly, I declare those 
seven Standing Orders duly suspended for the remain- 
de r  of the day's Sitting. 
12.25 p.m. 

RESOLUTION re CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY 
OF CANADA 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, before we pro- 
ceed with the business of the day's sitting, I would 
like to move the passing of the following Resolution:- 

WHEREAS the citizens of Canada have cele- 
brated on July lst ,  1967, the centennial anniversary of 
the Union of their country; and 

WHEREAS the citizens of Barbados and Canada 
have long been bound by the strongest ties of friend- 
ship and co-operation to their mutual benefit; and 

WHEREAS the people of both countries cherish 
and maintain the principles of free Parliamentary 
Institutions; 

BE IT RESOLVED that this House warmly con- 
gratulates Mr. Speaker and other Members of the 
House of Commons of Canadaon this significant event 
and sends through them i ts  best wishes for the con- 
tinued prosperity of the people of Caada. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mr. Speaker 
be requested to convey the text of this Resolution to 
the Speaker of the House of Commons of Canada. , 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that the people of the 
4 

whole Commonwealth and other countries have re- 
joiced with the people of Canada on the occasion of 
their Centennial anniversary. Here, in Barbados, 
where the warmest ties of friendship and affection 
a re  held between the Canadians and the citizens of our 
country, there has been no less rejoicing even if some 
what subdued. I think i t  is very fitting on this occasion 
that this House should, in some measure, pay tribute 
to the people of Canada by way of congratulation on 
this important landmark in their history and to send 
to them on this occasion our very best wishes for 
their continual advancement. 

The ties of friendship between this country and 
Canada are  long standing and they have been very 
valuable on both sides. There has been the utmost 
co-operation of more than a century between us par- 
ticularly in the matter of trade between this country 
and Canada a s  well a s  between Canada and other parts 
of the Caribbean. Perhaps, more important than trade 
has been the co-operation which has been forgedbe- 
tween individuals and institutions; and in recent years 
the people of the West Indies, Barbados included, have 
had very much to thank the Canadian Government and 
i t s  people for. There has been massive assistance in 
exportation, in the training of various personnel, in 
scholarships awarded to Barbadians in many fields 
a s  well a s  hard, solid cash donated by the Govern- 
ment of Canada to various projects in this island and 
in other parts of the region. The hon. member, who, 
I believe, will second the motion for the passing of 
this Resolution, will have his own examples to draw 
from all the co-operation which has existed between 
the Government and the people of Canada and this 
region, Barbados included. More especially in recent 
years there has been the warmest advantage heaped 
upon this country certainly by the opportunities which 
have been opened up in Canada forworkers, particu- 
larly domestics, from this country and the advantages 
reaped in many homes by this emigration, not to speak 
of the advantages fo r  self-advancement which those 
young men and women leaving this country to seek 
their fortunes in a bigger country afield. 

Apart from all this, the Canadian people have, 
by their own example and exertion, shown to the world 
that great and powerful countries which a re  econo- 
mically viable are, in a large measure, the best 
friends of poor and undevelopedcountries. The repu- 
tation and p ~ s t i g e  which the Government and the peo- 
ple of Canada enjoy in the outside worldare desem- 
ingly high, and no appeal for help o r  co-operation 
from other parts of the world have gone unheeded 
o r  unheard in the Government Service. They have 
lavished their wealth, devotion and co-operation in 
all international endeavours in many countries and 
millions of people have much cause to thank the Gov- 
ernment and people of Canada in recent years. Inside 
their awn countries they have maintahed with some 
distress from time to time, their institutions, thef r 
parliamentary system, like ours, is wellestablished 



qnd they have managed to weld together several 
countries into a single nation which has lasted for 100 
years, and whatever their problems, and there a re  
many, they have shown to the world that the basic 
unity among them and the Caribbean, between the 
separate countries and Canada is something which 
exemplifies their basic unity. Sir, for all of these 
reasons, we warmly congratulate the citizens of this 
great Commonwealth country on this very historic 
phase in their lives, and wish them good fortune and 
prosperity in the centuries to come. Mr. Speaker, I 
have great pleasure in moving the passing of this 
Resolution. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I regret 
that i t  was only after I took my seat that I realised 
that this Resolution would be passed, otherwise, I 
would have drawn from my memory the outstanding 
events which have taken place between Canada and the 
former Government of this Island and the Federation 
of the West Indies. I think very highly of Canada and 
I make no secret about expressing my views about 
our duty to look to Canada as  afoster-mother a s  re- 
gards the ties, commercially, at any rate, which have 
existed between us for a long time, and which still 
exist. There are some advocates of WestIndianunity 
who advocate and try to persuade the Canadian people 
to accept us a s  a new political unity with the West 
Indies, but the Canadians on the whole felt that they 
had enough headaches already without adding the 
problems of the West Indies to their headaches. 
12.35 p.m. 

I have very fond memories of my contact with 
the Canadian Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Diefen- 
baker, whom I admire very greatly and of whom I 
have had many contacts, including the contact when 
he visited here on holidaynot solongago. I have also 
had contacts with the Canadian Government when we 
were discussing aid to the West Indies. At that time 
Mr. Diefenbaker was the Prime Minister and I had 
the opportunity of an interview with him. That was 
the time when Canada gave us $10 million for the 
Federal Ship. 

Sir, all my experiences have been pleasant with 
Canada. I have always on my travels to London used 
to go through Montreal because of the closeness which 
Canada has for the West Indies and I have always 
travelled by Trans-Canada Airlines. That is by the 
way. I cannot stress too highly my personal regards 
for  Canada and I do repeat that they feel, so f a r  a s  I 
myself have seen, that the future aims of the West 
Indies should be closer ties with Canada than anybody 
else. 

To one of the staff of a Canadian overseas news- 
paper - I believe the Toronto Staff - in his represen- 
tation of Barbados, he thought that I was a Canadian. 
I always feel that our future lies with the closest pos- 
sihle contacts with Canada. The Hon. Leader of the 
House would mceive more benefits if his contacts to- 
wards Canada and the West Indies were more. 

I repeat, it will be of great benefit to us if our 
cQntacts with Camla and the West Indies were more 

and i t  is my only hope that these ties between the 
West Indies and Canada will continue andit is not too 
late that we have taken steps to see that we continue 
what I feel is in our best interest by aligning our- 
selves with Canada rather than anybody else. If there 
had been delay in taking steps to strengthen those 
ties, it is not too late to retrace our steps. 

I think i t  is unfortunate that I have to state that 
in such a serious thing a s  the recent local celebra- 
tions by Canada, Barbados got let down by not in- 
cluding members of the Opposition. I do not know if 
the way in which the Government treated the Opposi- 
tion is becoming epidemic, but I know i t  was an in- 
cident which the Canadian High Commissioner would 
deeply deprecate. However, I think that it is honest to 
mention that without that blemish, we of the Opposi- 
tion are  more willing than the Government to acknow- 
ledge the greatness of Canada. 

It needs repeating, speaking on behalf of mem- 
bers on this side and I, how glad1 am indeed of see- 
ing Canada go on from strength to strength. 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I preface my remark with 
remarks made by both the Hon. Leader of the House 
and the Hon. Leader of the Opposition in supporting 
this Resolution. 

Hon. members who a re  in favour will please 
say "Aye" and hon. members who are not in favour 
will please say "No". Methinks the "Ayes" have i t  
and I declare this Resolution to have been carried 
unanimously. 

In connection with the last paragraph of the 
Resolution that Mr. SPEAKER be requested to con- 
vey the text of this Resolution to the Speaker of the 
House of Commons of Canada, I as chief servant of 
this House am willing to do all that I can personally 
and otherwise that the House is of the unanimous 
opinion that I should do. 

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Government Business be now taken. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in  the affirmative 

without division. 

FINAL APPROPRIATION (1966-67) BILL, 1967 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Item No. 2 be taken as the first  Order of the day. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA. I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in  the a f f inat ive  

without division. 



Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 2 is the instant order 
of the day and i t  stands in the name of the hon. and 
learned Prime Minister. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
leave to take charge of this inthe absence of the Hon. 
and Learned Prime Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Leader of the House i s  
asking leave of the House to take charge of this Order. 
If there is no objection, leave will be granted. 

There being no objection, leave is granted to 
the Hon. Leader of the House to move the second 
reading of a Bill to grant an additional sum of money 
out of the Consolidated Fund and to appropriate the 
same for the service of the Islandforthe year ended 
31st March, 1967. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I think hon. 
members will see that this Bill is in i t s  customary 
form. It has to do with the supplementary appropria- 
tions for the last financial year which according to 
law have to be consolidated into a supplementary Ap- 
propriation Bill. This Bill is therefore the final Ap- 
propriation Rill in respect of that financial year 
which ended on 31st March, 1967. The Schedulegives 
all the information of the supplementary Resolutions 
which have already passed this House in the last few 
weeks. 

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second 
time. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the 
House go into Committee on this Bill. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The quextion uws p u t  and resolred in the affirmati i9e 

zc*ithout division. 

Mr. SPEAKER l e f t  the Chair and the House went into 

Committee on the Rill ,  Mr. YEARKOQD i n  the Chair. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that the Preamble be postponed. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and ~ e s o l a e d  in the a f f i m a t i v e  

without division. 

Clauses  1 to 4 inclusive were called and passed, 

The Schedule was caZZed and passed. 

The Preamble was called and passed. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move . 
that you do now report the passing of one Bill in Com- 
mittee. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 
1) 

+ 

The question u7as put and resolced in  the affirmative 

without :lic.ision. 

Ur. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 

accordingly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chairman has reported to 
me the passing in Committee of one Bill. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this Bill be now read a third time. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in  the affirmative 

trithout division. -d7 
Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 

that this Bill do now pass. 

Hen. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 
B 

The questzon was put and resolved in the affdmatzve 

trifhout d ~ c ~ s z o n .  

Mr. SPEAKER: Accordingly I declare this Bill 
duly to be passed andbe cited as the final Appropria- 
tion Bill, 1967. v 

f 
Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move i 

that Order No. 1 be taken as the next Order of the 
Day. ,-#@ 8 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. t 
The question was put and resolved in the a f f imat ive  \ * ui thout  division. 

12.55 p.m. 
BARBADOS CITIZENSHIP BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: The instant Order of the Day is 
now Order No. 1 under Government Business, and i t  \* 
stands in the name of the Hon. and Learned Prime 
Minister:- To move the second reading of a Bill to i 

provide for the acquisition, deprivation and renuncia- 
tion of citizenship of Barbados and for purposes in- 
cidental to o r  connected therewith. 4' 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
leave to take charge of this Order in the absence of 
the Hon. and Learned Prime Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Leader of the House is 
asking leave to take charge of this Order which stands 
in the name of the Hon. and Learned Prime Minister, 
and unless there be any objection, leave will be 
granted. ( Af ter  0 pause 1. There being no objection, 
leave is granted and the Hon. Leader of the House 
may proceed. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I do hope that 
by now all hon. members have had agood opportunity 4 
to study the provisions of this most important Bill. 
It arises, as  you know, Sir, out of the provisions of F 

the Constitution of this country. Chapter 2 of the Con- [ 

stitution of Barbados, as hon. members a re  well 
aware, is the Chapter which deals with citizenship, 



the terms and conditions upon which persons in Bar- 
bados are  o r  can become citizens of Barbados, per- 
sons who were born in, and who became citizens of 
Barbados, on the 30th November 1966, persolis en- 
titled to be registered a s  citizens and persons born 
in Barbados after the 29th November 1966. The con- 
ditions covering all such categories of persons are 
laid down in certain sections of the Constitution a s  
well a s  persons who were born outside of Barbados 
after 29th November, 1966. However, Sir, i t  is this 
section 9 of the Constitution of Barbados which spe- 
cifically empowers Parliament to make provision 
for  the acquisition of citizenship of Barbados by per- 
sons who do not become citizens by virtue of the pro- 
visions of Chapter 2 of the Constitution; and, of 
course, there is also provision made for depriving of 
citizenship of Barbados any person who is a citizen 
of Barbados otherwise than by virtue of sub-section 
1 o r  subsection 2 of section 2 o r  section 4 o r  section 
5. 

Since it devolves on Parliament to make specific 
provisions covering this very wide and important 
area, this Bill makes provision and sets out the terms 
and conditions upon which citizenship can be gained 
o r  under which i t  can be deprived o r  set aside. The 
Bill makes provision for the acquisition, deprivation 
and renunciation of citizenship of Barbados. The first  
part of the Bill deals with preliminary matters such 
as  the interpretation of various expressions, and, of 
course, the application of existing laws in relation to 
the citizens of the republic of Ireland, whichis not a 
Commonwealth country, a s  hon. members know. 

Part 2 of the Bill deals with the acquisition of 
citizenship and provides in Clause 4 for the registra- 
tion as  citizens of Barbados of persons who are 
citizens of the Republic of Ireland o r  of any of the 
countries mentioned in the First  Schedule, and people 
who have been ordinary residents in Barbados o r  
have been in the service of the Government of Bar- 
bados and so on. The details of registration are set 
out. It would be at the discretion of the Minister ex- 
cept in certain cases of certain persons who are  en- 
titled to register under Sections 3 and 6 of the Con- 
stitution. Provision in also made in the second part 
of the Bill for a person to be registered as  a citizen 
of Barbados of the minor child of any citizen of Bar- 
bados and for the acquisition of citizenship by natura- 
lisation of aliens and British protected persons who 
satisfy the responsible Minister that they are  quali- 
fied for naturalisation under the provisions of the 
Second Schedule as  laid down. 

Par t  three of the Bill deals withthe loss of citi- 
zenship, whether by deprivation o r  renunciation. In 
the case of renunciation, that is covered bya certain 
provision in section 7 of the Constitution and depriva- 
tion, a s  hon. members will see, is covered by the 
order of the Minister. Clause 9 of the Constitution 
sets out the grounds on which people who become 
citizens by virtue of Section 2 (3) of the Constitution 
o r  by registration o r  by naturalisation may be de- 
prived of citizenship. There is quite a lot of detail 
about the rights of persons tobeobservedbefore de- 
privation Orders a re  made and certain safeguards 

a r e  written which hon. members will have studied 
very carefully. 

Clause 10 also empowers the Minister to deprive 
of his citizenship of Barbados any person who is a 
citizen by naturalisation, and is also a citizen of a 
Commonwealth country o r  the Republic of Ireland un- 
d e r  certain conditions. This is probably one of the 
most important bits of legislation which this iiouse 
will have to consider for  some time and I know that 
hon. members will give the minutest and most scrupu- 
lous attention to these provisions. Since this Bill has 
been introduced, there are  some amendments which 
the Government would like to put in at the appro- 
priate time, and i t  is also possible that members on 
the other side may wish to draw to our attention cer-  
tain things on which clarification o r  elucidation might 
probably be made, so that I think i t  would be appro- 
priate for me to say no more at this stage, but to 
await the appropriate occasion for the introduction 
of our own amendments and the further passage of 
this Bill. I beg to move that this Bill be now read a 
second time. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. St. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, we, on this side, ap- 
preciate the necessity of this bit of legislation and we 
have given very careful scrutiny to the suggested pro- 
posals. There are  a number of matters which we feel 
should be incorporated in the Bill and there are  a 
number of provisions in the Bill which appear to us, 
on examination, to be in conflict with the provisions 
of the Constitution, and we would like to draw them 
to the attention of the Hon. Minister at the appropriate 
time. In part 2 of this Bill which seeks to deal with 
the registration of a class of person who is consti- 
tutionally entitled to register a s  a citizen, I mean 
those Commonwealth citizens who were residents in 
Barbados immediately preceding the 30th November, 
the appointed day. In all Constitutions special pro- 
vision is made to ensure that they have what is known 
a s  constitutional entitlement to registration and in 
the Constitution of Barbados i t  makes that provision. 
1.05 p.m. 

Under the Constitution of Barbados, i t  makes 
such provision that the Minister may refuse to regis- 
t e r  a s  a citizen of Barbados any person who is en- 
titled to be registered as a citizen of Barbados o r  ap- 
plies to be registered as a citizen of Barbados if he 
considers that i t  would not be in the interest of Na- 
tional Security and subject to such regulations as may 
be prescribed in the interest of public policy. 

We are  unhappy about the persecution which is 
taking place, under subsection 3, of Section 4. We 
feel that just a s  in the deprivation sections the Minis- 
t e r  instituted to hear complaints has to set out the 
circumstances under which he deprived a person of 
his rights of citizenship, we feel that a similar pro- 
vision should be incorporated to deal with those peo- 
ple who were constitutionally entitled to be registered 
and that the matter should not be left to the whims 
and caprices of the Minister. 



We do not agree that by Section 12, decision of 
the Minister cannot be questioned. There is anumber 
of other details which we feel would better be dealt 
with in Select Committee appointed on the clear 
understanding that this is a matter of urgency and 
should be dealt with a s  quickly as possible. 

There is also another class of people about whose 
position I would like the Hon. Minister to inform the 
House of today because that particular practice in 
other Commonwealth Countries, is to have aclassof 
people who are not citizens but people who have per- 
manent resident status. This is something whichhas 
been dealt with to a large extent in Canada. 

This Bill does not now deal with that; a s  I under- 
stand it, if they lived here for a particular period of 
time. They a re  deemed to be natives of Barbados 
and they cannot be deported. The Trinidad Govern- 
ment has a Bill to dealwithallof these people in one 
comprehensive body of regulations. Perhaps, i t  might 
be the policy of this Government to deal with these 
people by allowing these people to await the compre- 
hensive regulations consequently to be introduced, 
but I would draw to the attentionof the Hon. Minister 
that notice has been taken by another state to that 
body of uncertain status who happen to be residing 
in the country. It is to clear up and clarify any un- 
certainty with respect to this body resident in the 
country for a number of years but have not been suc- 
cessful in making application but who know their 
status is of permanent residence. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not think that in this House i t  
is an appropriate place to deal with the necessary 
amendments which we want to put forward to sections 
four, five, eight and twelve. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Sir, we are  very glad 
that the amendments to the Constitution of the people 
who would qualify for acquisition, deprivation and re- 
nunciation of citizenship of Barbados were largely 
agreed to between the Government andthe Opposition 
a t  the London Conference. However, there a re  certain 
aspects of this question which have been dealt with in 
other countries, Canada and other Commonwealth 
Caribbean territories. 

There are parts of the Barbados Constitution 
law which were strongly opposed but I am glad to 
say that some of them dealing with this matter have 
found themselves in this Bill to a large extent with 
many of the views expressed by the Opposition. For 
example, there a re  applications of many persons for 
citizenship which we saw no reason why they should 
be abrogated. We a r e  glad that people in other coun- 
tr ies who have applied for citizenship will be able to 
do so without let o r  hindrance. 

There are  one o r  two points of discrimination 
which the London Conferences viewed with suspicion 
and which Commonwealth citizens have to do in part. 
We find i t  amusing that the Government agreed to 
a slightly shorter period and the Government which 
was arguing for  a period of seven years is prepared 
to accept a provision for a period of five years. I say, 

Mr. Speaker, we find i t  amusing and it has been some- 
what already recognised by the Government of other 
territories. I am in agreement with the hon. senior 
member for Christ Church in deploringthe provisions 
in one o r  two of the Clauses of this Bill. 
1.15 p.m. 

Speaking for myself, I certainly find section 4, 
subsection (3) to be unconstitutional in so f a r  as it 
purports to apply to Commonwealth citizens who have 
been resident in Barbados for seven years. I would 
support most warmly the suggestion that this Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee, but I thinkit my duty 
a t  this stage to say that I hope we will never see an- 
other Bill which places the Ministers' consideration - 
a s  section 4 subsection 3 does a s  being one of the 
matters which the constitution says must be pre- 
scribed by positive law. In London we fought to make 
i t  clear that any Commonwealth citizen who has been 
resident in Barbados for seven years i s  constitu- 
tionally entitled to be registered a s  a citizen of Bar- 
bados. Mr. Speaker, I have some hope that we will 
have, those of us who are  interested, anextended op- 
portunity of analysing the provisions of this Bill. 
Therefore we do not at this stage intend to go into 
the details but when the Schedule comes to be dis- 
cussed, I hope that the Government will consider very 
seriously whether i t  is satisfied that the Emigration 
Act which is substantially amended by this Act - be- 
cause the whole concept of a native of Barbados will 
go altogether if this Bill is passed. I hope the Govern- 
ment will consider whether there are  enough persons 
who understand how to construe an Act of Parliament 
and that a sufficient amount of legal advice is being 
given to the Emigration officers who at present ad- 
minister the Emigration Act. 

We in the Opposition hope very much that the 
whole resource of the Ministry of Home Affairs will 
be available to the Police Emigration Department to 
assist  them in those difficult cases where they do not 
always understand how to apply the law where mis- 
takes are made, where persons who may be entitled 
to reside here are  harrassed by the Emigration Of- 
ficials and are  afraid to leave the Island because they 
do not know what their position willbe when they re- 
turn and also find themselves in manycasesworried 
about taking jobs, because they think that they may 
be required to apply for a work permit first. 

Mr. Speaker, they are my comments on the Bill 
&t this stage and i ts  passage through this House. 

The q uest ion that the Bi l l  be read asecond  time was  

put and resolved i n  the af f irmative without divis ion.  

Mr. St. JOHN: I beg to move that this matter be 
referred to a Select Committee. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I beg to second that. 

Sir  GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to make a suggestion to amend the motion by add- 
ing that the Other Place be askedfor a joint sitting of 
both Chambers because this is a very important mat- 
te r. 



Mr. SPEAKER: r appreci& what the Hon. Leader 
of the Opposition has said, but in any event, I would 
like even if there is to be such a motion, to put the 
motion of the Hon. and Learned member for Christ 
&u"rch that this B111 be now h2ferred to a Select 
(~dhrnittee. 

l'ht. (/ uc.\/ion tcw., put and resolved in the aff irrnc~t ic .~ 

11. ithout d iv i s ion .  

Mr. SPEAKER: 'This Bill will now be referred to 
a ?elect Committee, and to serve thereon I invite 
tYi& following hon. memb&ls: - 

The Hon. Leader of the House, the Hon, and 
Learned member for St. Philip, the hon. junior mem- 
berk,for Christ Chu~ch, the Hon. and Learned senior 
member for Christ Church, the Hon. and Learned 
nYem&r for St. Thomas, the hon. senior memberfor 
@Adge town. 

I am willing to be associaredwith the hon. mem- 
bers whom I have just named andeachof whom, may 
I assume, is willing to serve. I accordingly declare 
t ~ k t  those hon. members along with myself constitute 
the Select Committee. 

" Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, with respect to 
the v6I-y interesting- suggestion made by the Hon. 
hh&r of the Oppdsition - I do not of course know 
what Your Honour's ruling was, - but surely there 
Wfli be no objectidn to the Select Committee co- 
&ing any person whether o r  not a member of the 
Other Chamber to assist  in i t s  labours, but I do not 
know if the Other Place could take part a s  such be- 
cause the Bill is not yet beforu! them. If there i s  any 
way where they can assist hon. members, I do not 
think there will be any difficulty. 
1.25 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would not like to have to rule 
off-hand as to whether we can appoint as members of 
a Select Committee of this House hon, members of 
d t h e r  place, particularly of a place which has a 
her jurisdiction but surely, we might, as a Select 
committee, notffy the Learned Attorney General and 
members of that legid Department, who are  not mem- 
bers of this Chamber, to be associatedwithour Com- 
mittee in its deliberations. 

" Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, if I am in 
o&r, &odd it be infra dig for us to invite the At- 
t o h e y  General if the Other Place could invite us if 
thy  would like us to join them in a Select Committee? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If the Hon. Leader of the House 
had not stated that this Bill was not yet before the 
Other Place, I would suggest that we pass a Resolu- 
tion inviting the members of the Other Place to be 
associated with us in our labours, but the Bill is hot 
before them. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, as hon. mem- 
bers know, a Bill can onlyget before the Other Place 
when we pass it here in a l l  of its stages. We have 
decided to send this Bill to a Select Committee of 

certain hon. members of this House; therefore, there 
is no way in which the Other Place could be seized of 
the Bill until we have finishedwith it. I was wondering 
whether there was some informal way in which the 
Committee of this House might co-opt persons who 
a re  not members of this House, to join in the deliber- 
ations of the Committee. Provided that our rules do 
not exclude that, I think that is the way to get around 
the position so as  to co-optwhoeverwe like when the 
Committee meets. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, we cannot 
co-opt these members. We can follow the usual prac- 
tice. It is absurd to say that this Bill cannot come be- 
fore members of the Other Place until we deal with 
it. The practice is here in "May's Parliamentary 
Practice", page 659, in my Edition, which is the 
fifteenth Edition. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I thank the Hon. Leader of the 
Opposition. I had in mind Standing Order 56 (1) which 
reads as  follows:- 

"A Select Committee shall have power to send 
for persons, papers and records and shall have leave 
to report i ts  opinion and observations, together with 
the Minutes of evidence taken before it, to the House.' 

If the Select Committee has p w e r  to send for 
persons, papers and records, surely it has the power 
to invite the aid of the Crown Law Officers in any of 
i t s  deliberations. 

Mr. St. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, in the 16th Edition 
of May's Parliamentary Practice" under the heading 
"Appointment of Joint Committees", this i s  what is 
stated: - 

"Joint Committees composed of anequal number 
of members of each House are  appointed from time 
to time at the instance of one House o r  the other. 

A joint committee may be appointed to consider a 
particular matter o r  bill, o r  to consider anumber of 
bills, o r  to consider all matters of aparticular class 
arising during the course of the session o r  such of 
them a s  are  referred to the committee by either 
House. The proposal for  the appointment of a joint 
committee on a matter, o r  a standing joint committee 
may originate with either House, but a proposal for 
the committal of a bill to a joint committee can regu- 
larly originate only with the House in which the bill 
is pending. 

If either House considers i t  expedient that a joint 
committee should be appointedto consider some mat- 
ter, o r  that a811 shouldbe committed to a joint com- 
mittee, it passes'a resolution to that effect, and sends 
a message to the other House to inform it of the 
resolution and to desire its concurrence. If the other 
House concurs in the resolution, it sends a message 
to that effect to the f irst  House which then appoints 
a committee informing it that i t  has done so, and re- 
questing the other House to appoint an equal number 
of i t s  members to join with this request, and sends a 
message to the f i rs t  House to inform it  that it has 
done so." 



Mr. SPEAKER: That is one of the things which 
was passing in my mind when it was pointed out that 
this matter was not yet before the Other Place. It 
might well be quite within the powerof this Chamber 
to pass a special Resolution apprising the Other Place 
of what we are engaged upon and what they would have 
every reason to believe would come before them. I 
would not rule that to be out of order. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, we, on this side, 
would not resist that. The only thing is that, according 
to this procedure a s  pointed out by the hon. member 
on the other side, it involves the passage of four 
Resolutions and the sending of three Messages. That 
is about two weeks of exercise. Iwaswondering if we 
could not short-circuit that by the simple, if allow- 
gble, method of co-opting members. 
1.35 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that we have the 
power to co-opt members of the Other Place to a 
select Committee on this matter. We can only by a 
Resolution of this House to the Other Place invite 
<::e,~i bers of the Other Place to a meeting with mem- 
beis of this Chamber to resolve these differences. 

Sil- GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, a s  regards 
that we have precedents on the question and that is 
when those members were members of the Legisla- 
tive Council. 

I would therefore say that we can do it by Resolu- 
tion such as:- 

"RESOLVED that this House invite the Other 
Place to appoint a Committee to meet a Committee 
of this Mouse as a joint committee to consider and 
report on the Bill to provide for the acquisition, de- 
privation and renunciation of citizenship of Barbados 
and for purposes incidental to o r  connected there- 
with." 

I think that is all that i s  necessary. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I beg to second that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Resolution would normally 
be by message to the Other Place and the message 
will then contain the Resolution as  has been passed 
by this Chamber. 

The quest ion that this Kesolution do now pass was put 

and resolzred in  the aff irmatire  without dir'ision. 

Hon. J. . C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that a message be sent to the Other Place embodying 
the terms of the Resolution now passed. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The quest ion was  put and resolved in  the affirmatiae 

wi thout  d iv i s ion .  

RATES OF INCOME TAX BILL, 1967 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Order No. 9 be the next Order of the day. 

Hon. C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

7r ifhout ( f i r i s ion .  

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr.. G a k e r ,  1 ask leave of 
the House that I take charge of this Item in the &- 
sence of the Hon, and Learned Prime Minister. 

l'here bein!! no objection, lea1.e was grantedthe Hon. 

Uinibter.  

Mr. SPEAKER: This order now stands in the 
name of the Hon. Leader of the House: Second read- 
ing of a Bill to settle the ratesof Income Tax for the 
year 1967, and to make provision for certain other 
matters in connection with the levying of the said Tax. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, hon. members 
would see that thls Bill i s in i t s  customary fo&. It is 
required to be passed every year although there has 
not been any change in' the rates of Income Tax. 

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second 
time. 

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, we a r e  
aware that these rates of income tax for the year 
1967 have not beenincreaseci: However, Mr. Speaker, 
does the Minister think this,BiU requires coming 
before the House every year? We were much happy 
when the Prime Minister said that the rates of Income 
Tax do not require revision taken of them for  this 
financial year. 

We are  told that much valuable time is taken up 
of the legal draughtmen to get this Bill ready for the 
Minister to put before this House. We hope that "the 
future income tax revisions will leave the Rates of 
Income Tax alone when the rates are  not to be changed 
so that every single word of the Bill would not have 
to be repeated every year. 

It will be interesting to work out how much mopey 
has been spent since 1943 on the annw passing of 
this Act, when you thinkof the time taken by the l e g 4  
draughtsmen, the time of the Ministers b d  the other 
details necessary to bring this Bill before the House, 
1.45 p.m. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, the Hon. 
Leader of the House does not remember thatLthis is 
just an imperialist practice. I thought the new dis- 
pensation, the colonia,~sm gone, the Hon. ~ i n i s t e r o f  
Finance would have got the idea. 

The ques t ion  that tAe Bill  be read a second time w a s  

put and resolved in  the affirmative without d iv i s ion .  

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Your Honour do now leavg the Chair and the 
House go into Committee on this Bill. 

The ques t ion  was  put and resolv? d in  the a f f i r m a t i ~ e  

uj ithout div is ion.  

Mr. SPEAKER lef i  :the Chair and the House went into 

Committee on the Bi l l ,  Mr. YEARWOOD in the Chair.  



4 Clauses 1 and 2 usrre called and paased. 

Thr Schedule was called and passrd.  
4 

A Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that you do now report the passing of om Bill in 
Cofnmittee. 

, Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The q uestion waa put onri resoIwd in the affirmafirp 

u. ithout d i r i s fon .  

Mr. SPEAKER; The Chairman has reported to 
me the passing of one Bill in Committee. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this Bill be now read a third time. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmatice 
wi thod  division. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this Bill do now pass. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question w e  put and resolced in thc,affirrnntive 

d h o u t  dicision. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Item No. 8 be the next Order of the Day. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question was  put and r~solaec i  in the affirmatice 

without divis i6n.  

Mr. SPEAKER: Accordingly, the instant Order 
of the Day is No. 8 which stands in the name of the 
Hon. and Learned Minister of Finance. 

The Hon. Leader of the House rose to seek leave 
to take charge of Item No. 8, and if there is no ob- 
jection, leave will be granted. 

' The= being no objection, leave is granted. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, again as  hon. 
membexs will recall, the provisions of this Billwere 
imparted to the House in the Budgetary Statement 
given by the Hon, Minister of Finance last week. It 
amends the Act dealing with the same subject which 
was passed last year and therefore it reduces from 
5 cents to 3 cents the duty whichwas paid in respect 
of bingo tickets and from 20 cents to 12 cents in the 
dollar o r  part of the dollar which is usually payable 
in ;respect of the tickets. 

I beg to move that this Billbe now read a second 
time. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The quest ion was  put and resolved in the affirmative 

without divis ion.  

Hoa J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
t h q  ~ 6 u r  Honour do now leave the Chair and the 
Hope go into Committee on this Bill. 

. #0* C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The quest ion was put and resolved in the affirmative 

tr ithout dir~ision.  

1.55 p.m. 

C2auses I and 3 inclusive were called and passed.  

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I beg to move, Mr. Chairman, 
that you do now report the passing of one Bill in 
Committee. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I ,beg to second that. 

The (1 uastion tms  put anci resolued in the affirmative 

without dir is ion.  

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER resumed 

the Chair and reportad accordingly. 

O N   motion^ o f  Hon. J .  C .  TUDOR, seconded b y  Hon. 

('. E .  TALMA in t.ach case ,  tha H i l l ,  was  read a third 

time and passrd.  

SUSPENSION OF SI'TTING 

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this sitting be now suspended for an hour and a 
quarter. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The qurst ion that this sitting be now suspended for 

an hour an(/ o (I uarter, was put anci re.sol?qed in the affirma- 

tit-e uithoul diz,ision, and Mr. SPEAKER svspc?nded the 

sitting accordingly. 

CARIBBEAN FREE TRADE ASSOCIATION BILL 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Order No. 3 be taken as  the next Order of the 
Day. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question was  put and resolved in the affirmative 

w ithout d i v i ~ i o n .  

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands 
in the name of the Hon. and Learned Prime Minister:- 
To move the second reading of a Bill to make pro- 
vision for matters arising out of the establishment of 
the Caribbean Free Trade Association o r  otherwise 
out of agreements relating to trade with members of 
the Association. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, two y e a s  
ago, on the 15th July, 1945, the Prime Minister of 
Guyapa and I met in Ba&iados to discuss the fecrsabil- 
ity of implementing a Free Trade Area between the 
Governments af Guyana and Barbados. As oresultof 
these discussions, on ths 16th of July we issued an 
invitation to the Chief Minister of4Antigua, Hon. Vem 
Bird, to join us in this Caribbean Free Trade Area, 
which he did shortly on behalf of his Government. We 



had various meetings throughout the course of that 
year culminating in a meeting at Dickensen Bay, 
Antigua, early in December and the Free Trade Area 
Agreement was signed on the fifteenth December 
1965, at Dickensen Bay, Antigua. As I haveinformed 
this House already, i t  was a remarkable Conference 
in that there were 38 Ministers and Government Of- 
ficials, representing almost every race under the sun, 
whether African, European, Chinese o r  Indian, but 
certainly every race comprising the West Indian 
population, and every single one of the representa- 
tives at that Conference was a West Indian. There 
were 38 of them a d  in a remarkably short space of 
time, within three days, we were able to arrive at a 
Convention to establish the Caribbean Free Trade 
Area, unique in every respect, in economicdevelop- 
ment of this area, borrowing, it is true, to a large 
extent from the experience of people in the European 
Free Trade Area, Scandinavia, Great Britain Swit- 
zerland for periods of seven and eight years. 
7.00 p.m. 

It i s  true to alarge extent thattwo of the leaders 
of the Free Trade Area have beenexperimentingwith 
it for a period of seven oreight years, but to the ex- 
tent of revising fomiBtion and institutions. In the short 
space of time which the three members of the area 
have been together, we have been able to arrive at a 
convention to establish the Caribbean Free Trade 
Area. \fie are now to the ps i t ion  which we hope to 
build more substantially in the next two o r  three 
nlonths with our colleagues in Trinidad, Jamaicaand 
the Eastern Caribbean. They have already agreed 
that we get together and discuss this membership. 

It has taken nvo years to implement the decisions 
which we arl ived at but whenone realises that by the 
Treat; of Roille in 1958, the six European countries 
subscribed to the European Comn~on Market and up to 
today more than eight years later, they have not been 
able to reach the constitution which they envisaged 
by the Treaty of Rome and all that they have arrived 
at i s  their Common Market policy in 1960. 

I think the countries of the Caribbean Free Trade 
Area have made remarkable progress. You will re- 
member, Mr. Speaker, that two short years ago, I 
myself suggested that the economy of the Caribbean 
was something to which this Government was striving. 

Bill which ~e now have before us, Mr. 
Speaker, makes provision fo r  the changes which a re  
necessary in our Customs Tariff Act and other in- 
cidental legislation to make i t  possible for us to trade 
with our neighbours in  the Caribbean on the basis 
which we require. The legislation to a large extent 
has been offered and accepted by those islands with 
which we are  in agreement and they are served with 
copies of the legislition &d of the agreement which 
we arrived at from time to &e. 1 am vedy'happy to 
say that around this time two years aga this Free 
Trade Area was first  discussed between the Prime 
Minister of Guyana and I, and within that time, it has 
become an accom&shed fact. 

It i s  not necessary for me to go into the details 
of the twelve short clauses in this Bill. In my last 
discussion with persons representing the oil inter- 
e s t s  in the neighbouring country of Antigua, they have 
expressed the hope that they'will be able to resol* 
all their outstanding points of difference withthe dis- ' 

tributors in Guyana by July 15. Knowing how oil com - 
panfes operate, I believe that they a re  too sanguine in 
their expectations. The Guyana Minister of Eaesnal  
Affairs have projected the end of the year for the 
implementation of CAFUFTA. Again I join issue with 
him in suggesting that the Agreement cannot be filed 
in Parliament before the &nd of the yearbut if I take 
some way between the two times suggested, I would 
say around the middle of September. 

The time we expect to hold the Heads of Govern- 
ment Conference which is ScheMed for Barbados is 
the end of this month o r  the month of October.'We 
had originally intended to meet here onthe 17th July. 

The time which I thinkthe neighbouring territory 
of Trinidad and Tobago will be making'theirfinal bid 
along with the Associated States of the West Indies to 
enter the CARIFTA have not been fullycirculated. In 
the recent discussion I had with the Prime Minister 
of Trinidad and Tobago, he said that they have not yet 
finished all of the demonstrations in Canada. He 
suggested that after that would be a suitable +me. 

Happily, we had restricted the Heads of Govern- 
ments conference to start  towards the endof Septem- 
ber  o r  early in October. We have expressedthe view 
that the time is ripe for bringing the leaders of the 
territories of the Windward and Leeward Islands to- 
gether. We have expressed the hope' that they all 
would be present andwouldbe welcomedhere in Bar- 
bados. This would give the lie to all those who have 
expressed the idea that we are not interested in re- 
gional integration. 

The provisions of the Billwill, so to speak, c v a r  
the ground for the implementation of a conference of 
the leaders of the various areas  which have to meet 
here for the caucus. For  the moment this Bill i's to 
provide for the establishment of a Caribbean Free 
Trade Association between the three territories of 
Antigua, Barbados and Guyana. 

1 beg to move that this Bill be now read a second 
time. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
3.30 p.m. 

Mr. ST. JOHN: We look upon this Bill a s  merely 
a piece of legislation which seeks to provide the 
macunery for bringing into force the agreement 
which was laid before this House previously andwhich 
was debated in here. The views of our Party on the 
Caribbean as a whole are  well known to everyone 
he re  in Barbados and we believe we will continue to 
believe as fohg as we a r e  alive, that the' o h y  h o p  
for  the full improvement of the economic and dochl 



conditions in this area can be realised in some form 
of association and integration between the territories 
in the area. Looking at the agreement that was signed, 
we on this side feel that the leaders, the signatories 
to the agreement will sooner o r  later impetus to 
further development in a wider field of all aspects of 
trade, that very little prngssss wouldinfact be made 
in .stiinulating the e c o d c  development that is ne- 
cessary. We welcome the fact that the leaders in 
Jamaica and in Trinidad are showing some interest. 
The .passage of time must have convihced them now 
that in spite of the fact thgt they have larger popula- 
tions than we in Barbadosadinthe other territories 
these are only relative matters in terms of the de- 
mands needed to stimulate the kind of economic de- 
velopments that is necessary to really improve rhe 
s t d a r d  of living in this Country. Sir, we will always 
give our support to any measure which seeks to bring 
te7rTitories of the Canlbbean areas together and we 
will be watching and suggesting as  we regard it as  
our duty not merely to take the suggestions as  they 
come from any department but a s  a responsible party 
to initiate&nd educate the.public in the need to be 
aware of Caribbean integration and Caribbean devel- 
opment a s  a whole. 

The question that the Bill be read a second time was 

p u t  and resotced in the affirmative without division. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the 
House go into Committee on this Bill. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resoboed in the affirmative 

without division, and Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the 

House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. YEARWOOD 

in the Chair. 

Clauses 1 to 8 were cal2ed and passed. 

The Schedule was called and passed. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that you do now report the passing of one Bill in 
Committee. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 

without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Chairman has reported to me 
the passing of one Bill. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this Bill be now read a third time. 

Hon. C. E, TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 

R 
without division. 

Won. J .  C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this Bill do now pass. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and ~ e s o l v e d  in the affirmative 
wtthout division. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Accordingly I declare this Bill 
duly to have been passed. 

% i d 

The next Order of the Day stands inthe name of 
the Hon. and Learned Prime Minister, and it i s  to 
move the passing of a Resolution to sanction the 
Merchandise Marks (Amendment) Rules, 1967. 

Hon. E. W, BARROW: Mr. Speaker, on Friday 
last I gave notice during my Budget Speech that we 
intended to make certain amendments to the Merchan- 
dise Marks Rules in orderto provide the Government 
of Barbados with legislation relating to the registra- 
tion of Trade marks. 
3.40 p.m. 

I indicated in the course of my address that the 
effect of the Bill would be to double tale fees which 
a m  payable and hon. members will find that that is 
exactly what is being done in the Schedule to the Bill 
which is now before us. I think that hon, members 
will agree that when salaries and wages in the public 
sector have been more than doubled in five years, it 
is ample time that overseas firms, most of whom are 
involved in the registration of trade marks, in fact, 
there are few local firms which will be called upon 
to pay this increased tax. Some 45% of my budgetary 
proposals will be coming from firms overseas and not 
from local people at all. I think that that i s  what has 
got a lot of people surprised, that they did not see 
how we would get $6 1/2 millionwithout an exorbitant 
increase in taxes of various kinds. Of course, we have 
held somethmg back and I still have somethingmore 
up my sleeve for those who think that I have exhausted 
the resources of taxation. I beg to move that this 
Resolution do now pass. 

Iion. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, it is only 
to be expected in the course of figures that such things 
as  trade marks, company tax, patent applicationfees 
and the like are  being increased so that they bear 
some relationship with the matters of which the Hon. 
Prime Minister has spoken, namely, increased fees 
of Secretarial Staff and the money values which we 
have experienced in these last 25 o r  30 years. I can- 
not say much about the cost of registered trade marks 
in other territories in the Caribbean, but we can pre- 
sume that this tax will not be like some of which we 
will be hearing more, in that it should not cause any 
shrinkage in the number of applications which are 
made under Merchandise Marks Act generally. If a 
businessman is registering a trade mark, he will have 
to register it whether the cost is $30.00 o r  $50.00. 
At this level one might imagine that there is some 
prohibitive amount charged for any particular aspect 
of trade mark registration. 

The Hon. Prime Minister made an interesting 
point when he said that this proposal will hit partic- 
ularly overseas firms. While i t  is true that nearly all 
trade marks are wgistered on behalf of overseas 
holders, there are a certain numberwhich a m  regis- 
tered locally, and we cannot helpwonderingwhether, 
in fact, if there was a differentiation between a local 



apmcation and an overseas application, whether it 
would cost the Government a great deal. It might be 
a great h o n  tc, local people to know that they will 
not have to Ray the same amount. I have no doubt that 
when the >rime Minister has gone into the financial 
asPec@, of this matter, he will be able to say how 

this particular piece of legislationwill bring in. 
I 'could not help observing between Friday night and 
'today that the Prime Minister was able to give exact 
figures over the yield of particular taxes. It would 
seem to us that this taxis such a simple one because 
the= cannot be much shrinkage in thenumberof ap- 
plications under the Act, that the Prime Minister 
should be able to tell us exactly how much he expects 
to get from this particular piece of legislation. 

Perhaps the Prime Minister will be able to give 
us that information during the course of his reply. 
There was an interesting passage in the Prime Min- 
ister's speech when he said that betweenlo% and 45% 
of the budgetary proposals would fall on persons over- 
seas. I am perfectly sure that the Prime Minister is 
not suggesting that 40% o r  45% of the increase in value 
will be felt by persons overseas. Who overseas will 
feel the effect of the Consumption Tax o r  the Package 
Tax o r  the driving licences and motor registration 
fees? If there are a large number of overseas persons 
who will feel the effect of these taxes, it would be in- 
teresting to hear. The statement therefore that 40% o r  
45% of the budget will fall on persons overseas, should 
be qualified, i f  not taken with a grain of salt. What- 
ever that statement might mean, it cannot mean that 
the Prime Minister i s  hoping to raise $3 million from 
overseas sources as  a result of this budget. Never- 
theless, I believe that the Prime Minister will find 
some way of explaining that statement in a manner 
which would support its truth. 
3.20 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe there are other speakers 
on this side who have some comprehensive remarks 
to make on this Bill, therefore I confine my remarks 
to this aspect but it would be interesting to me to know 
what the Prime Minister means by 45 per cent. 

Mr. St. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, this Bill dealing with 
Trade Marks gives us the opportunity to draw to the 
House's attention certain matters which many people 
who deal from time to time with the Trade Marks Act 
feel should be brought before the attention of the au- 
thorities. 

The Trade Marks Act in Barbados, a s  we under- 
stand it, i s  particularly an Act which was circulated 
by the ColonialOffice to all the colonies of the British 
Commonwealth and it contains a number of para- 
graphs which are detrimental to the local business- 
men in Barbados. 

I hope when the new revisionof the Laws of Bar- 
bados are taking place - although I understand that 
this is not a revision of revising all of the laws - 
particular attention will be taken to revising certain 
portions of the Trade Marks Act. There a re  provi- 
sions in $t that a person who has registered a trade 

mark in England that his trade mark cannot be used * 
to cemfy certain things by people here in Barbados. 

A 
Now, people in Barbados may be, using a trade* 

mark over a numberof years andthere i sgrea t  - 
doubt as to what is their positionwhenthey apply for 
registration and the registered holder of a trade mark , 

in England pmduces it and places itbefore the Regis- 
t r a r  here. * 

A lot of marks which we have here are regis- 
tered by people abroad alchrough they do not carry on * 

any business here in Barbados. We on this side do 
not agree that the very fact that because a mark has 
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been registered in Britain i t  should not be registered 
here, therefore, we hope that in the course d tbe xe- 
vision of the Laws of Barbados, this hardshipthat is 
going on will be removed and that all classes of ap- ;3- @ 

plicanter for marks will be, placed en a respectable 
footing, f 

We hope too that a s  there are other provistons 
of tbe Trade Maxks Act wNch wed revising that when 
the Act is to be amended that the authorities will at 
least, at this stage, invite comments from people of 
the Law Society to any amendment which they have to 
make to the Trade Marks Act. I know myself that at 
least on one occasion, the Law Societyvvas invited to 
comment on a draft Bill arising out of some matter 
that came up before the courts. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, if I might m- 
mind the hon. member of my inability togive statis- 
tical information relating to the Bill, it i s  becauraa I 
did not; want to ask for it. I make it a practice for at 
least one, two o r  three days before I present the Bud- 
get to do nothing else than the normal shopping. I try 
not to do so  within two o r  three days of the Budet. 

I certainly never ask any question from any Govc e 

ernment Department, I learnt this not only in Barba- ' k b  

dos but even a s  a matter of principle, I do not a& 
those questions even on mattexs to whichbyinterna- 
tional agreement you should have some consultation, 1 

i such as  an increase in the landing fees o r  such as the ; 
Cable and Wireless Act, before you introduce m y  4. f budgetary change. Therefore, there is no need for  me 
to go into the statistical facts of the change of the &es i% 

payable for  legislation. 
il. 

i 
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I am sure tbat this informgthn i q  readilyavail- f 
able as  to the average amount of revenue that is 
earned. I cannot speculate and I can only make a cer- t 

tain amount of conjectures. 8" 

On the questioaof re -registration, I tM11k there is 
provision in the Schedule in the proclam&o.ou Clause 
for the registration of persons who want to be m@s- 
tered for a Trade Mark. At that time, you only paid 
ten dollars, now you have to pay twenty do1l:am. I do 
not profess to know the answers to W effer:ts of the 
Resolution which we now have befols us. I can only 
make certain conjectures as to what bttve go1 3s on be- 
fore. 



The question that the Resolution do now pass uTns 

put and resolred i n  the affirmative u*ithout diris ion.  

THE PACKAGE TAX BILL, 1967 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the day stands 
also in the name of the Hon. and Learned Prime Min- 
ister and it is to move the second reading of a Bill to 
&end the Package Tax Act of 1941. 
4.00 p.m. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the Bill be- 
fore us i s  one to amend the Package Tax Act, 1941. 
You will remember that in 1941 the British Common- 
wealth was engaged in a state of hostility against the 
Gdv6rnment of Germany. This was a measure which 
was very difficult to &peal because at the cessation 
of the hostilities there was a general agreement on 
tariffs and trade signed by most of the country with 
whom we are associated in trade matters and to which 
we acceded as a dependent territory shortly there- 
after. It was not therefore easy to repeal the provi- 
sions of the Package Tax Act whichwas a temporary 
measure, and we have gone on collecting revenue. 

Mr. Speaker, it is now generally known that in 
the Western Hemisphere particularly they are moving 
towards what is described a s  Reporters have found 
that by bringing goods in sealed wagons from the 
warehouse to the Port and lifting them on board 
ships and delivering them sealed at the port of im- 
portation that the insurance rates are considerably 
reduced and also that the efkct of pilferage and loss 
is considerably minimised. This is a very welcome 
development in the transportation of goods between 
one country and another. It is now accepted that sea 
freight is a thing which is here to stay. Under the 
provisions of the Package Tax Act goods which may 
be of $2 1J2 million can come into the country as  1 
explained on Friday, for one importing heavy goods 
into this country would pay the same package tax as 
someone importing silver-buttoned shoes. This is 
obviously wrong when one considers the value of the 
goods and the utility to the person who is imparting 
them. People who import heavy machinery usually do 
that for commercial purposes whereas people who 
import a parcel at Christmas time containing items 
of foodstuff for their families sent by their relatives 
in the United States. They should not have to pay the 
same package tax as those who import the equipment 
Quite apart from that, Mr. Speaker, we have had here 
in Barbados people tying packages together so that 
?!hey pay one tax and avoid paying 10 o r  11 taxes on 
the various packages. 

The position is, that when we say we must pay 
25 cents for every 56 pounds it means less than half 
a cent a pound. There is hardly a commodity import- 
ed Into this Island which is not worth at least 10 cents 
a pound, so this is 1/20 of a cent upon any commodity 
imported into the island. This couldnot amount to any 
increase in the cost of living to the average person 
ih 'this island, and furthermore I see absolutely no 
reason why a tax like this should be passed on. There 

is no reason why the retailer o r  wholesaler in this 
island should pass on the 1/20 of a cent increase to 
the consumer, and we have the means of preventing 
them from doing this, because I am sure that the 
Ministry of Trade will make sure that this does not 
happen. 

There i s  another difficulty arising. Yesterday we 
collected less than $1,000 in the Customs, and this is 
because of some confusion in the wording of the Act. 
They spent so much time working out this. A lot of 
time is spent in the Customs with the passing of War- 
rants, and this is an old procedure which I should like 
to rationalise, streamline and compute rise' if neces- 
sary. 
4.10 p.m. 

What has been happening in the Customs is that 
they have been holding up the delivery ofgoods from 
the port by trying to weigh each andevery individual 
package. The Government is not concerned with the 
weight of the package, but with the revenue which is 
brought in. Every single item has to be declared on a 
bill of lading. They used to take the items on the bill 
of lading and multiply by 24 per 56 pounds, they feel 
that they must weigh each individual package. That is 
nonsensical because if you consider that the person 
who brings the goods into Barbados has more of a 
vested interest than the Government in seeing Chat 
the goods are properly set out in the bill of lading, the 
separate owners ought to know whether it is40 cubit 
feet to the ton. The shipper i s  concerned with the 
rates paid for every ton of goods. All you have to do 
is to charge 254 on each package and take the total 
gross weight and multiply that by 25. It shows the 
responsibility which we have in this country that they 
want to create some kind of confusion that because 
the Package Tax has gone up, it i s  difficult. 

I do not mind how they arrive at the total amount 
of taxation provided that the Treasurygets the money 
which i s  due. You multiply the total by 25 and divide I 
it by 56. When we were in the second standard in 
school we would understand that, but nowadays people 
leave the high school with one certificate in scripture, 
and feel they are smart. I think hon. members w i l l  
generally agree that this is one of the Measuies by 
which we will be able to cushion the exorbitant in- 
crease in Government expenditure without in anyway 
affecting the standard of living of the average person 
in the community. I therefore beg to move that this 
Bill be now read the second time. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I beg to second that. 
a. 

Mr. f. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, we have 
had a speech inwhich the Prime Minister has artemp- 
ted to anticipate the speeches of members of the 
Opposition. Whi le  we admire his enterprise and 
initiative, let us assure him that the trap to which 
he has referred is not atrapintowhich the members 
on this side of the House will fall. We have just beard 
him say: "Do not mind the laws of Bdrbados, you wU 
not find it in the Customs Tariff Act." He is wrong: 
i t  is the Package Tax Act: He is wrong .......... ... 



Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, on a point 
of order. The hon, member may not be aware that the 
Resolution with which w e  were dealing has already 
been passed. Any remarks which I made like that were 
in respect of that Resolution and not in respect of this 
particular item. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I would 
be most obliged if Your Honour would assist me with 
what item we are dealing with. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We are dealing with the second 
reading of a Bill to amend the Package Tax Act, 1941. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: When the Prime Minis- 
t e r  said: "Do not look in the laws of Barbados, you 
will not find it there", I thought he meant the old 
volumes. When he is referring to the Customs Tariff 
Act, I did not mean to interrupt him, but to assist 
him. Not only did he have i t  wrong, but when i t  was 
pointed out to him that he is wrong, he said that he 
was not referring to that at all. I was reading this 
Act since Friday afternoon and seeing what items 
are  not included in the First  Schedule to the Act. If 
the hon, member talked about the First  Schedule to the 
Package Tax Act and he is now talking about the first 
Schedule to the Customs Tariff Act, it has only one 
Schedule which gets amended every month o r  so. I 
speak now from memory. This Package Tax seems 
to be one of the things which the Democratic Labour 
Party is determined4to make a big money-earning 
business. In 1962, it was increased from six-pence 
to twenty-five cents and now it  is being increased in 
a different way, o r  it is being extended to units of 56 
pounds each, except for those items whichdo not ap- 
pear in the First  Schedule to the Package Tax Act, 
1941. which we were studying until a late hour this 
morning. As far  a s  the trap is concerned, the House 
will be the judge as  to who has fallen into whose trap. 

There a re  a number of items which will come 
under weight of this Bill. The First  Schedule of  the 
Act itself now includes Asbestos Cement corrug~lted 
roofing sheets, Butter and Butter substitutes, Cattle 
and Animal foods, and it goes down the line to con- 
densed milk, and so on. 
4.20 p.m. 

Package Tax were doubled by the Democratic 
Labour Party in 1962, and the tax is calculated at 
fifty-six pounds now. In the Schedule units are  set 
down in the Package Tax Act of 1941 and they all pay 
a package Tax. Now, when you look at the end of this 
bill as amended, you will discover that you will 
search in vain for "meats'. There is no item we have 
been able to find called "meat." We look into the 
Acts and it says "Chicken partss' o r  "Chicken". I 
think that they are items which would figure largely 
in the Prime Minister's basket. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, on a point of 
order. That is the time I think I should rise. That re- 
mark seems t o  cast some reflection. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not deem that to be a point 
of order. 

Ic 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Sir, my only regret is 
that I did not hear what the Minister said. Would be 
make his joke outside? 

But, Mr. Speaker, listening to the Prime Minis- 
t e r  one would think that we of the Opposition do not 
have access to the Laws of Baxbados,or cannot read, 
o r  we do not know how to do our business. One of our 
f irst  duties is to read the Firs t  Schedule of the Pack- 
age Tax Act o r  the Customs Tariff Act which we know 
a s  the Package Tax Act for the word "meat" but h is 
not shown there at all. 

T h e p  are  some interesting items there. 

We see also that Cocoa, raw, and T a l s  a q  ex- 
empted items and we cannot find the word "mqat" 
anywhere and nowhere can we find i t  in the Schedule 
under the Package Tax Act. 

Package Tax is essentially a means of bringing 
in revenue and to say that this is not going to affect 
the cost of living is to make a joke of the quest i~ns  
of hon. members of this House. The Budget was intro- 
duced on Friday last but there are reports already 
of r ises of the prices of many commodities in the 
shops. 

I am glad the Prime ~ i n i s t c k i s  aware df what is 
going on down at the Customs, It is only last night 
that we had complaints of the Customs now wish&? 
to open every package and add up the weight of every 
item. 

Quite clearly a larger revenue would be gained if 
you made up each package separately, I foresee that 
other legislation will have to be introduced to regulate 
this measure at a certain stage. Avoidupois weight is 
the case in point the case in point but you also ship 
things by shipping tons, therefore you have avoirduc 
poise tons and shipping tons. If the Prime Minister 
thinks otherwise, a Customs Officer need not con- 
sult a shipper. I am glad to see that he is getting some 
advice from another Minister but I do not th@k the 
Prime Minister takes a great deal of advice anyhow. 
1 am glad he is getting advice from his own side. 

It is a pity that we a r e  only a t  the beginning of 
this because we =ally cannot tell what is happenw 
at this stage in the absence of a period of time for  
workQ knowledge. We cannot really tell what effect 
on the cost of living this matter isgoing to have. May- 
be, in a year' s time, if we come back, we will seu the 
d .sail.rmtages because I have never heard anything 
more absurb in my life thzm that the Prim~t Minister 
can give some figures on other things and c a n n ~ t  give 
any on this. In the same way the Prime Minister could 
have found out how much the increased tax on ciga- 
rettes would bring in, he could have found out how 
mlch the increased tax on Trade Marks would bring 
in. 
4.30 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I cannot Eind if any calculation 
was made by the Prime Minister as to the effect of 
the increase of package tax. I suppose he has already 



anticipated our query and his h s w e r  will be that fie 
did not wish to alert the Customs to the pbssibility of 
an increaskd tax. Although when, Mr. Speaker 
the budget was being prepared to face the deficit of 
$6 1/2 million. certainly make our estimate of the 
competence of the Finance Minister. 

Nevertheless, although I have little hope, if the 
Piime ~ i h s t e ;  4s consisterk, of getting an a n k e r  on 
this question of package tax, I will yet ask him to 
search into hisifiles and see if he has been abl'g, sin& 
Ffriday, to discove'r o r  to tell us how much 'he expects 
to make from the increase 'in package tax. ~ime'ujb1 
tell the effect on the' cost of living. 
. . 

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Speaker, this Bill is based 
on cen* things revealed in the' recent budget speech 
n&le the hon. ~ & e  Minister. Mr. Sgaker, al- 
ready we have heard hon, and learned members tell 
thi-s House 'they had to do research on certain Acts. 
~ Z t f ; o u ~ h  1 kn64 the Government must get throkh 
their &si&s as  '&pkditiously as  possible, these 
Spks ~ 6 %  handed to 'me by a policekan last night 
yhen I was leaving home, just as  I was driving off in 
my car, thkugh my gateway, apoliceman stopped me 
ahd, k d e d  me these .- ' palkrs, I did not turn back, I 
went straight on to destination. 

. . 

The hon. Prime dinister has informed the House 
that the shippbrs have found away oi evading this tax 
% @ttin;g smaller parcels into one larger parcel, and 
now the figme Minister has told us that the tax is 
go* to be * b t  on on every 56 pounds. On the last 
occasion that a proposal came to these honourable 
benches reladve to the increase in package tax, I told 
the then ~ i h i s t e r  of Trade, a former Minister no 
lopger in this Hduse, a former member for the 
of St, Philip, thit  shippers were f & h g  a way to get 
ar&nd'this tax. The-merchants in Bridgetoin would 
i&oo& the shippers what was happening, and a way 
could be found to avoid this Government getting into 
i ts  coffers the amount of revenue that might reason- 
ably be expected. I told the then Minister that and he 
laughed at me, but the hon. Prime Minister must ad- 
mlt that it h'appened. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the hon. Prime Minister anti- 
cipated we oh this side of the horseshoe will fall &to 
thk trap of accusing the Government of incidentally 
raising the cost of living, but it is not a question of 
th'at. 60 not let an)tbody fool you, if you put a tax on 
the merchants and the shippers, this tax will not be 
absorbed by them, it will be passed on. Let us face 
facts. The tax on gasolene must raise the cost of liv- 
i& because $eop1eis food travel on wheels. At long 
k s t  it has been discovered that the shippers have 
discovered a way and now we have to tax by poundage, 
not by iridividnal package. 
4.40 p.m. 

As far as  we know, those who are  going to judge 
the weight of these parcels andweigh wery individual 
package, as  to these persons the Government may 
find itself with a big charge for overtime, A lot of 
money will have to be paid for overtime. That is not 

my job to go into. However, I hope that the Govern- 
ment, in the interest of the community, will be able 
to find ways and means to prevent any undue exten- 
sion which will ever cause the cost of living to rise. I 
see men of the long robe (Mr. SPEAKER: Gentlemen 
of the long robe) having to do research. I mean gen- 
tlemen of the long robe because we have no ladies of 
the long robe. Although the Government's business 
may be held up, it is not goodenough for a person to 
be leaving his home, a member of a particular dis- 
tinction and a particular business, with a police con- 
stable stopping him and handing him these papers af- 
t e r  sundown. That is not goodenoughforme. I do not 
think that members of the Government bench would 
think so either. 

If the Government has been successful enough to 
discover that the shippers notified by the merchants, 
have been able to discover ways and means where 
what is now proposed to be done will not entail any 
rise in the cost of living. I hope that sufficient tax 
will be reflected by this Measure because reference 
has'been made to the first Schedule of the Act which 
excludes items which happen to beeverydayfound on 
the table of the working class man and woman, and the 
Government has to watch that. I had really come here 
today thinking that I would have been making a differ- 
ent speech, but this has come out from the budget. As  
on a former occasion, I said that people would find a 
way of getting around this tax. I do not =present 
business. Generally, it is the mass of people, the 
wage earners, who have sent me to this House. Mr. 
Speaker, I have nothing else to add in this matter. 

Mr. HlNDS: Mr. Speaker, there has been an in- 
crease in the Package Tax, butwe find that there has 
been no corresponding issuing of price lists, and they 
will be none. Nevertheless, there is no doubt that a 
number of commodities and those used by the mass of 
people to a considerable extent, will be affected by 
this increase in the package Tax. Twenty-five cents 
on a single package to a limitation of 56 pounds and 
25 cents for every additional 56 pounds can mean a 
considerable sum, when you take into consideration 
the fact that there has been employed by the import- 
e r s  what is known as  the container system. That sys- 
tem of America. It has been held out that the con- 
tainer system was found to be muchmore convenient 
for handling purposes from the p i n g  of view that that 
may be true, when it is considered that a container 
might have weighed thousands of pounds and you only 
paid 25 cents for tax, i t  may be argued that 
a case might be made out. In our view, the present 
method employed by the Government cannot be said 
to be either sensible o r  just. We must bear in mind 
that these items can come from Canada and the United 
States of America and. for the most p a n  - I hope 
the Prime Minister will have his figures - there are 
foodstuffs. +t is what we ought to concern ourselves 
with, we, on this side of the Table, more than any- 
thing else. 
4.20 p.m. 

Now, Sir, we understand that the same container 
system is in use in Jamaica ,and in Trinidad, but we 



have not been informed until this very day that either 
Jamaica o r  Trinidad have fotind i't necessary to intro- 
duce any* more additional' tax in their ~ackagk ' rax  
Act. Perhaps, we should try itnd understand the des- 
peration of the Minister of Finance to raise the 
additional revenue we need for good purpose o r  for 

' .  
frittering it away on unessentials. 

Whatever is the situation, the cost of living must 
now increase by the present system instituted by the 
Prime Minister in his Budget Spech and which we 
are asked to pass here in this Bill. we have got to 
bear in mind one o r  two things. We have heakdfhk 
Prime Minister say about a shirt being sent to iome- 
body here that one has to pay a pacli@e tax b h e  
know that the people who senda shirt here are people 
of very limited means, the small people, so to speak. 
We know that in the case of the Post 0ffice;'there is 
a limit of twenty-two pounds for a p a c k k ,  so in that 
case a package of 66 poynds weight does not apply. 

We have, Sir, before us this trade list which 
brings us into appreciating some of the difficulties 
which now affront this country. You Gill fiod h a t  
items such as bacon will be increased and why I make 
mention of that i s  because I am keeping before my 
mind that this item is' one of the items that helps a 
housewife to prepare her breakfast. me're i s  also 
chicken parts which are much used by the poof peo- 
ple and there is barley which mothers have got to 
depend on to assist them in thi reariig of thkir 
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children. 

The Package Tax i s  going to affect d these 
things. Cocoa beans and rhings like that qre gping to 
be increased. ~ v e n  the ordinary belt that some men 
and boys wear around their waist, is  subject to bk 
incr~ased  by this ~ackagk 'Tax. You will also find' that 
a bicycle which boys ride to school andworkmen have 
to depend on to take them to work? these people will 
have to be told that the price i s  going to i o  up. 

Biscuits are to some extent being used for medi- 
cal purposes. The Package Tax i s  going to bring h u t  
an increase in these biscuits. The very razor blade 
and even the pair of scissors which the poor clerk 
in Swan Street and the young nurse use; you ivill.find, 
Sir, that they have all gone up. 

Whatever we think of this Package ~ax, ' the& is  
no gainsaying the fact that the importer is going to 
be faced'with a new situation such as  you might find 
that he is going to have an increase in h i b  overdi-aft. 
You will find that when he exgc t s  that a certain sum 
of money would do for him to clear certain thin& k 
the Customs that sum might be increased ten-fold o r  
twebty-fold. There is no doubt that 'tl;e importer is 
going to pass on this increape to the 'wholes-ale3 and 
that the wholesaler i s  going'to pass it on to the ship- 
keeper and the 'supermarketer A d  it i s  tru6 to  Laay 

I 

I that not one of these individuks is expect&, to be@= 
what is involved a s  a result of this Package Tax. 

The Prime Minister can spy that they canemploy 
means that caq se2to it "t&t tli&e is no intcmase in 
this o r  that. It is &rfectly easyto say that. fNe on this 

side of the Table know different from that because al- 
reHdy there,has been increases in some of the com- 
modities which the Public buy. These increases have 
come about -$inck the Prime Minister delivered his 
no freeness budget, what he calls a freedom budget. 
5.00 p.m. 

Sir, the Prime Minister should bear in hind the 
limited opportunities for the mass of working people. 
Take boot? and shoes, these rubber-soled shoes. 
wherever ygu go about the country districts, the 
rp~ the r  of the'kchool child has stillgot to buy herself 
Ad' fit her children out with pairs of these cahvks 
shoes, and those are the things to which we have got 
to address our minds this afternoon. I am to tell you, 
bottle corks - I am a teetotaller myself - but bottle 
cork& I see some hon. m e m b r s  how trying to un- 
cover their faces, but they must bea r indnd  that as  
soon as  the corks of bottles are  increased, the con- 
tents of the bottle must also c a r q  a.correspondkg 
increase. We bottle here soft drinks in imported bot- 
tles, we bottle here such items as  bay rum and that 
type of thing. All of these things carry their c o d -  
sponding increases, however one miy look at it. 1 
have &ten heard it said that short tmusers require 
long braces; even a pair of braces now must cost 
more as a result of this pack&& tax. Those of us who 
have an automobile - and you have got to apply your 
bra,kes time and again - the brake. fluid, you have got 
to k t  it fixed right, but now 1 am to wonder when 
some of the ladies really learn the t p t h  about ceaain 
matters, their brassieres, I am to wonder what the 
situation is going to be. It must cost them more, but 
our cereals, our foods forthe children andold people 
depend on all of these things; price of them must 
be increased. We have got to let the Prime Minister 
understand that pis  mention 02 b' trap - somebody 
falhng into a trap - there was never a trap set for a 
single member of this side in this exercise, in this 
matter of package tax. 

I want to let the Prime Minister know that we on 
this side know one businessman who calls it the most 
equitable way of applying taxation. Believe me, Sir, I 
have been listening very attentively, and I really ex- 
pected that I would have heard *e same yords re- 
peated by the Prime Minister, but he has &en wise 
enough not to r e p k t  apparently what has been told 
him. He will understand that we know where he got 
his advice. It is not altogether unknown to us in this 
matter. 

Hon. E, W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, on apoint of 
order, of the occupational hazards of being in public 
life in an independent country i s  that whatever is 
brought in to this Chamber o w  normally has to tol- 
erate. Is  the member for St. Peter s u p s t i n g  that I 
took somebody's advice? 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will tlie hon. and leanpd Prime 
hjlinister hake the point of order? 



Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I would ask 
the hon. member...... Will you tell him to sit down? 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, the hon. Prime Minis- 
t e r  came into this Chamber the same way that any 
other member came in. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I didnot come in the same 
way you came in. You came in with your M e n  wicked 
mind. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There are two hon. members on 
their feet, will both hon. members sit? May I mention 
this, the sitting is not suspended, but I am retiring 
for not more than one minute. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW. Mr. Speaker, Sir, as I was 
on a point of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I rose, the hon. and 
learned Prime Minister had risen and he prefaced 
his remarks by saying "on a point of order". I will 
ask the hon. Prime Minister to proceed. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, is the hon. 
member for St. Peter suggesting that I got my advice.. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order .... 
Mr. SPEAKER: There cannot be two hon. mem- 

bers on their feet. The hon, and learned Prime Min- 
ister has risen and he has said "on a point of order". 
I have requested the hon. and learned Prime Minister 
to proceed directly with his point of order. 

Mr. HINDS: Before the hon. and learned Prime 
Minister makes his point of order, I must ask the 
Prime Wnister to withdraw his remarks, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Prime Minister has 
said that he is making his point of order. 

Mr. HINIS;S:,wr. Speaker ,..... (ASIDES)  

Mr. SPEAKER: I would like hon. members who 
a m  not on their feet to observe the Standing Order in 
respect of the behaviour of members who are not ad- 
dxessing the Chair. T%e Hon. Prime Minister has 
risen on 8' point of onkr .  I am asking him to make 
that pobt of b$&r and for the purpose of making that 
p a t  of ox&* by virtue of the relevant Standing Or- 
dek of this Qouse, he may proceed to make the point 
of order as'bncisely ak possible. 

Mr. H I b :  Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister 
made reference to me and used the words "A wicked 
miads' man in respect of me. I am dkhg that the hon. 

' member be called upon to withdx'aw those remarks. 

Hon. E. W. ' BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I am making 
my pabt of order. 

Mr. HINDS: There is no question of making a 
point of order when the Prime MMster is carrying 
on like this. He has to xespect the Chair just rn any 
other hon. member in here. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW Not in here, somewfie* 
else. 

Mr. HINDS: I know that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not need any exhortation from 
any side a s  to whom I am to tell to sit down o r  how to 
make a point of order. (ASIDES.) I would again re- 
mind hon. members who are  sittingas to how to con- 
duct themselves by virtue of the relevant Stahding: 
Orders. The position is this: The Hon. Minister has 
risen on a point of order and1 am going to hear him, 
and him only, on the point of order. In the making of 
this point of order, he, like any other hon. member, 
must conform to the Standing Order in respect of a 
point of order. It cannot be a speech; i t  can only be a 
point of order made a s  concisely as possible. I will 
not hear any other hon. member until the point of 
order is made. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I shall also address Your 
Honour on the rules of procedure of this Hour~e and 
of the duties of members who come in here. During 
the course of his remarks, the member for St. Peter 
who was addressing the Chair at the time, said: "We 
know w h a x  &I= Hen. Prime W d s t e r  got his advice 
from relating to budgetary matters." In that them is 
an innuendo that I consulted somebody from outside 
my own conscience and mind, and shortly before I 
came into this H o u : ~ ,  my .:01.leag~t?8 3a b~dg- tm 
matters. That is the foulest insinuation wlxich c ~ d d  
be made of a Minister of Finance. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, I take bSjecEii5n to W. 

Hon. E. W. BARWaW: You can blackmail Ci'th~tley 
Ad:~nr;. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chair Is being addressed but 
the Chair ha.3 myer blackmailed anybo&f. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: And thz Chai-r 1 ~ 3 3  not go& 
a wi.ck+d m;nd either; thcrefo~le, that could not b,o in 
relation to Your Honour. Whea 'the Aou. me m?xr  says 
of a Minister of Finance that he knows whefe we get 
our advice from, siigesthg : h r  somelmiy I m 3  ad- 
vided me, 1 run a;king the hm. memher to withdraw 
that imputation beca:13e it is a slur on :he Mhister  of 
Finance, and I will not stand it from him o r  anybdy 
of his ilk. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hm. member has ceaseid to 
make His' p i n t  of order. 

Hon. E. W. B A l W W :  Iie is irnpuzing impmper' 
motives to a Minister of this Government. 

Mr. SPEAKE K: Whac has tbc Hon. Prime Minis- 
ter risen on? 



Hon. E. W. BARRJW: I am objecting to the hon. 
m z m k r  saying that we know where he gets his ad- 
vice from. I d,:, not consult anyone except my own. 
intelligence and com 10113ense on budgetary rnaxers. 
The hon. member made the implication that it is 
somebody who pays ma?, perhaps. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am getting the e x x t  wurd.5 
w!~ich were used L I I ~  have been taken down by the Of - 
ficial Reporter. I have seat for Ihem. 
4 . U  p.m. 

I am afraid that what I have received is not in- 
tel l igib?~ axd [ wodd hzre it typewritten w:~ich is an 
ordinary procedure. 
5.30 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thz w < ~ r d s  which hwe btxn 
handed me are  a s  follows: "We on this side know 03% 

businrsssmcw who ca'ls it tht? nos;. eqai t dde  n a j  of 
a2plying iaus:io.l. Believe me, Sir, I have bzen Zis- 
tening very attentively, and I really e q t x t e d  that I 
would have heard the same words re,x.ated by the 
Primts Minister, but he has been wise enough n ~ t  to 
repeat apparently what has been told him. He will 
u n ~ i e r a t a ~ d  chili- we ! C ~ W  1vI1er0 ht? got h's ad rice. It 
is not altogether ~ l , l k v w ~ :  lo u.; " 

I do not regard these words a s  contravening 
Standing Order 26(7), but I do regard them a s  con- 
travening 26 (5) in that it shall be out of order to use 
offensive o r  insulting language about members of the 
House, and in my view it is offensive language about 
a member of the House if he is Minister of Finance 
to say that in this context "one businessman who calls 
it the most equitable way of applying taxation. Be - 
lieve me, Sir, I have been Listening very attentively 
and I really expected that I would have heard the same 
words repeated by the Prime Minister, but he has 
been wise enough not to repeat apparently what has 
been told him. He will understand that we know where 
he got his advice. It is not altogether unknown to us." 
I will ask the hon. junior member for St. Peter to 
withdraw the words "he will understand thatwe know 
where he got his adviceF' because of the context in 
which those words were'used that "I really expected 
that I would have heard the same words repeated by 
the Prime Minister", meaning thewords which I have 
heard one businessmw use. I will ask the hon. mem- 
ber  to withdraw that remark. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, I withdraw the remark. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. member proceed. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister, 
during the course of his point of wder ,  made ref- 
erence to me accusing me of committing a cgminal 
offence, blackmailing Sir  Grantley Adarns, the Leader 
of the Opposition. I take objection,to tQose words. I 
took it already and I am asking Your Honour now to 
rule on the matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As my recollectiongoes, the hon. 
and learned Prime Minister said "you". He was ad- 
dressing, as he is not addressing otherwise, the 
Chair. 

Mr. HUSBANDS: Shamel Quite absurd1 

Mr. SPEAKER: If there is any repetition. 

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Speaker, 

Mr. SPEAKER: If there is any repetition of this 
behaviour, this sitting will be adjourned for grave 
disorder, but I was giving my ruling, I have not yef 
completed. 

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am address- 
ing you. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am addressing the House, and 
therefore the hon. member will sit. 

Mr. HUSBANDS: As soon as  you are  finished, I 
will be on my feet. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. and learned Prime Min- 
is ter  used certain remarks which he prefaced by 
"You". 

(AN ASIDE :) Call for the words. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When I pointed out that the word 
"You" had been used, the hon. and learned Prime 
Minister said he was not addressing the Chair. He was 
not addressing anyone a s  f a r  a s  this House is con- 
cerned, if he was not addressing the Chair. 

Mr. SPEAKER: On account of grave disorder, 
this House now stands adjourneduntil12o'clocknoon 
next Tuesday . 
5.45 p.m. 

On re-assernblin!/, 

Mr. SPEAKER: When the sitting was suspended, 
the hon. junior member for St. Peter was speaking. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I r ise on a 
point of order relating to the suspension of the sitting 
of the House. I draw Your Honour's attention to the 
Standing Order which says, following the English 
practice: 

"In the case of grave disorder arising in the 
House, the Speaker may, if he thinks i t  necessaq,  
to do so, adjourn the House without question put o r  
suspend the sitting for a time to be fixed.by him." 

The use of the two expressions clearly'khows that 
one is an alternative to the other in w e r e n t  circum- 
stances; that is to say, you suspend the sitting but 
you adjourn the House. You do not suspend the sitting 
for a week. The object of sayingthat the Speaker ad- 
journs the H O ~ &  ~ i t h o u t  question put is to cover the 
fact that the House is never adjouped without gues- 
tion being put, except under this rule. You move that 
the House do now adjourn until this dayweek o r  such 
time. In Englkd, obviously you are sitting from day 
to day and therefore, you do not fix a day. You merely 
say: "The House stands adjourned." 



: Mr. Speaker, I myself heard Your Honour say 
"The House stands adjourned'' Your Honour ap- 
parently said both things. I am not accustomed to 
making gross inaccuracies; I was very careful when 
the disorder started to stand up and tell my col- 
lk&p?s to stand up md listen to Your Honour, and 
Your Honour said ' 'Adjourned''. The Shorthand writer 
said that the House was adjourned and the Deputy 
&kk sald that the aitr'ing was suspended; therefore, 
I suspect that Your Honour used both expressions. I 
am not accusing the Deputy Clerk of writing down 
something which Your Honour did not say, but the 
Deputy Clerk has written down "suspended" and the 
Shorthand Writer has written down "adjourned". Is 
it' possible to say that the sitting is suspended for a 
&@k? You adjourn the. sitting for an hour in order to 
see whether hen. members could cool off orwhether 
an individual member can convince himself andwith- 
draw remarks. I have gone through the various au- 
thoritie's such 'as axe obtainable and I draw Your Hon- 
our's attention to' the statements in "May's" and the 
authorities to which "May's" refers. On page 329of 
"May's", 16th Edition in respect of adjournment in 
case of grave disorder, this i s  what it says:- 

"In the event of grave disorder arising in the 
House, the Speaker may adjourn the House without 
question put if he thinks it necessary to do so o r  he 
may suspend the sitting for a time to be named by 
him." 

In England, you just say "Adjourned" because, 
automatically, it is tomorrow. In Barbados you say 
"adjourned" until 12 o'clock noon, o r  2.30 o'clock 
p.m." o r  whenever you choose to sit. "May's" goes 
on: "On the 13th November 1912, andonthe 11th April 
1923, the Speaker suspended the sitting for an hour. 
W e n  he resumed the Chair, the state of disorder 
continued and he  adjourned the House without question 
put." 

In this matter of grave disorder "May's" refers 
to it again on page 469 where thisis what is stated:- 

"In the event of grave disorder arising in the 
House, the Speaker is empowered by S. 0. No. 24, if 
he thinks it advisable, to adjourn the House without 
qrlestion being put o r  to suspend the sitting for a time 
to be named by him." 

I repeat that if i t  is something sufficiently bad, 
then you adjourn the House; if it is something which 
members can get over, you adjourn for a time. I need 
not quote instances; this is ordinary, parliamentary 
procedurei Your Honour having used both expressions 
I take it that Your Honourusedbothexpressions, be- 
cause one official has one thing and another official 
- h s  another thing. There is noorder  Paperfor today 
and the ordinary business of this House has to be 

. done today. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, what are  we 
here for? 

. - 
Sir G U T L E Y  ADAMS: I am not giving way. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Leader of the Opposi- 
tion has made his point of order. He has drawn to 
my attention that which he felt merited being drawn 
to my attention, and I have considered the point which 
he has made. The Hon. Leader of the Opposition is 
now continuing to elaborate on the point of order and 
he has addressed the Chair on the point. I am seized 
of the point and I will inform hon. members that my 
intention was, and my statement was, that I suspended 
the sitting for the time a c h  I announced, that is, 12 
o'clock noon today. That is the position and tbat is 
why this meeting continues. There is an alternative 
to adjourn the House without question put o r  to sus- 
pend the sitting and I adopted the latter alternative, 
which, in my view, is within the competence of the 
Chair. That is how the matter stands. When the sit- 
ting was suspended, the hon, junior member for St. 
Peter was addressing the Chair. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, on the last occasion 
immediately that I made mention that it was not un- 
known to this side of the House where the Hon. Prime 
Minister and Minister of Finance had received certain 
advice, we found that the debate took a turn which we 
hoped was for the better. Sir, this I must say; this 
country is suffering at the present moment from w b t  
we might call an economic disaster. It is a disaster 
which happens to be inflicted upon us, and the people 
of St. John cannot be excusedfor having put us in that 
position. I may say without attempting to castigate 
them in any way, that they have inflicted upon this 
House what I would call two extremes. It might be 
that in one we have the sublime and in the other we 
have the ridiculous. I must say this ,..,.. 

Mr. YEARWOOD: On a point of order. Mr. 
Speaker, I a s  a member for the constituency of St, 
John, take stern objection to what the hon. junior 
member for St. Peter has said towards both hon. 
members for St. John in this Assembly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the exact phrase to which 
the hon. member is taking exception? 

Mr. Y EARWOOD: He has said that the people of 
St. John have inflicted upon this House two extremes, 
one is the sublime and the other is the ridiculous. If 
that is not imputing improper motives against hop. 
members, then I will sit, but1 take objection to those 
words. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not deem that phrase to be a 
contravention of Standing Order 26 (7) whereby no 
member shall impute improper motives to another 
member. 
12.10 p.m. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, the hon. memberneeds 
not to be worried. This is really what I was asking 
the hon. member on the last occasion. The Han. 
Prime Minister took exception to my saying that we 
know from whom he gets his advice. We on this side 
would welcome the Hon. Prime Wster taking advice 
from somebody. We on this side of the House are 
saying that i t  is because the Hon. Prime Minister does 



pot take advice that we are fast becoming a dictator- 
ship. 

We find ourselves saddled with the economic 
disaster that the Hon. Prime Minister has brought 
himself to. Mr. Speaker, on this matter of this amend- 
ment to the Package Tax Act, the Minister of Finance 
has not proved himself to be the economist which he 
has said he is. He cannot deny that this amendment to 
this Package Tax Act would bring greater burdens on 
the buying masses. It is  alright in the case of two o r  
three petty fogging salt fish dealers but we have got 
to look at it in a much broader light for the simple 
reason that this increased Package Tax, which the 
Hon. Prime Minister has introduced in this House, 
means that some of the importers of commodities 
in the course of their business would have to face up 
to three-quarter o r  one million dollars more expense. 

That is alright in itself but what we are saying 
is that whatever the importers have to meet by the 
way of this increase, by the way of their having to 
pay twenty-five cents onevery fifty-six pounds weight 
of a package, the poor consumerwould have to bear it. 

Now Sir there i s  a certainty that if advice had 
been sought and obtained from the right quarter, a 
better and easier means could have been found of 
raising this six million odd dollars that the Prime 
Minister told us that he was trying to raise. 

The Chamber of Commerce in Barbados is com- 
prised of a number of spineless businessmen. I am 
sorry to say that some of them in their present fin- 
ancial position are still people who are looking around 
for  friends. That is one reasonwhytheywill not, and 
have been unable up to the moment to come out and 
state their position on this matter. 

From the day the Prime Minister of this country 
got up in King George V Memorial Park and made 
that notorious cane blade speech, everybusinessman 
of this country should have got up and let the Prime 
Minister know he was the economic disaster of this 
country. But what dp we find? They are remaining 
silent. However, I am telling this Honourable House 
that the masses of people in this country are getting 
ultra cautious in accepting things, matters, state- 
ments andwhat not because they have been said by our 
Prime Minister. 

Sir, it would not be a surprise tous on this side 
if we found the business community at this stage em- 
ploying such tactics as  would prove the economic dis- 
aster of some people. Sir, the Package Tax ....... 

(Loud Asides by a Minister.) 

Sir GRANTLEY ARAMS: Is the hon. member 
addressing the Chair? The hon. member is speaking 
loudly and making threatening gestures to me. 

Mr. SPEAKER I am not aware of what the hon. 
member was doing. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: He made a threatening 
gesture to me. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I did not hear what the hon. mem- 
ber was saying a s  I was Usteningto the hon. member 
addressing the Chair. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, I want to draw to Your 
Honour's attention that I was partly being attacked. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I am 
drawing to Your Honour's attention to what he was 
saying to me. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Would the hon. member say on 
what he has risen? 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS; On a point of order, of 
course. The hon. member made agesture, hitting his 
face with his hands, threatening what he would do 
with me, 

Mr. SPEAKER: I was looking at and listening to 
the hon. junior member for St. Peter. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I have drawn i t  to Your 
Honour's attention that he did it twice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I presume that is on a point 
of order. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Yes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I was not aware of anythreaten- 
ing gestures to the hon. member. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I also saw 
the threats which the hon. junior member for St. 
Joseph was speaking of. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not aware that anyone can 
see threats, unless they were written. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, if I came 
up to you and put up my face in a threatening way, 
you would see the threat that was ma&. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. junior member for 
St. Peter proceed. 

Mr. J. M. G. M, ADAMS: If the hon. junior mem- 
ber for St. Thomas is warned. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not warning the hon. mem- 
be r. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Why should the hon. 
junior member for St. Thomas not be warned? 
12.20 p.m. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: On a point of order, 
does Your Honour rule that you cannot accept the word 
of an hon. member? I have told you what I saw and 
because you did not see therefore I am not speaking 
the truth. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have not said any such thing, 
but I have said let the hon, junior member for St. 
Peter proceed with his addmss on the amendment of 
the Package Tax Act. 



Mr. HINDS: Ms. Speaker, I do believe, Sir, that 
s3ie Hcm. Leader of the Opposition does nmlnaw that 
when the junior member fOT St. T h m a s  is making 
what he calls alleged threats it amounts to a bunch of 
g n e n  fi8nanas. The hon. member would understand. 

1 .  ' a 

: . Mr, SPEAKBR: Aad dow we wi l l  proceed to the 
FaokagLs .Tax Act, 

Mr. HENDS: Mr. Spealcer, what % was saying is 
me;: that we .rnigla wake up one morning fo &ad that 
the Ixxbaess community applies what we call the 
Wid test$. to ewe this Zountry from economk chaos 
9ad it is  this, that i f  it is found that this increased 

Ta% to any exbmt.c& on the importers to 
carry overdrafts which cause them anxious moments, 
they might well decide to prove that instead of Gov- 
emment coflecting X dollars by way of increased 
package Tax, Government may find itself with minus 
X dollars with which to contend. Whatwe say is this: 
$2 if t $ e M i n i s t e r  of Finance had sought the advice of 
the business community ....., (rlszde) ..... Mr. Speak- 
&# I am being intempted by the hon. member.This 
is not stolen bananas. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. member speak on 
the Package Tax Act. I will counsel all hon. members 
with meticulous care to observe that Standing Order 
as to the behaviuur of m e m k r s  when not speaking. 

. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Including the hon. junior 
member for St, Thomas. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Including the Hon. Leader af the 
Opposition 

t 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition will obey Y our Honour as long as  the Chair 
rules impartially. 

I 

Mr. SPEAKER: This Chair has never ruled other- 
wise although one cannot expect that everyone would 
agree with the Speaker's ruling or a judge's ruling 
o r  a judgeqs Bedsion. Let the hon. juniormember for 
St, Peter proceed. 

Again I would ask hon. members on both sides 
that when I speakwhat applies to one is equally appli- 
cable to the other to observe thip Standing Order 
amotgst others which rkgdate the behaviou? of mem- 
bers whaD not speaking. Members shall speak in 
undertones o r  prt?ferably recall that silence is galden. 
Let the hon. junior member for St. Peter proceed. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I once followed 
blindly the Ison. senior me&r forst, Johnwh6 hap- - not to be cin his place through m fsldt 6fsmine 
and who happens to be the Prime Minister of this 
country. It happened like this, Sir. As is all well 
known to each and every hon. member here, the 
Pzrfms Minister at one time tmposed a tax - I am not 
saying he is a tax e x p e a ,  he might be an expeak 
m s i n g l  tax - but he impposed a tax on Banfas beer 

bmtead of Wermnen t  collecting more revenue, 
the! PrLme Wster found himself having less in the 
W. and eventually he had to reconsider the tuxaion 

position. At that time I redly arid truly thought that - 
I think the hon. xaember was then Premier for  the 
Island - he knew what he was doing and in sn effort 
to support him, o r  to support his measures, I took 
"Tmth" liewspaper and warned the peoplewhat drink 
they could take. I do not want to go into &tail on that 
mattt?r on this occasion; but just last week we find 
that the Prime Minister had to back-peddle onbingo. 
I am discussing here, Sir, in a broad sense, the Prime 
Minister's taxation o r  lack of a policy as  regards tax- 
ation. I am discussing the increase inpackage tax rro 
I want'to warn evefi hon. mexihers on that side of the 
House in following the Hon. Prime Minister too close- 
ly with what might be described a s  his economic 
summeraaults. That is what they amount to in the 
long run. 

This question of the increased package tax is 
already shbwing itself on the stands, the counter and 
shelves in the shops, supermarkets and elsewhere. I 
heard one other member on that side make mention 
that nobody i s  going to feel it. That might be true be- 
came all of usdo not have toearn a meal o r  set about 
geeing a meal in the same way. Some people have got 
to work hard fot it, others ortly have to open the 
trunks of their cars and it is there. 
12.30 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker, what we are saying is this: In addi- 
tion to coming here and changing the Package Tax, 
we understand on this side ofthe House that the busi- 
ness community, the importers are facedwith a situ- 
ation that the shippers overseas, the importers from 
abroad on behalf of the tactics employed inour Cus- 
toMs Department here, what we understand is that 
they were opening every pltckage and weighing all 
these small items and doing a lot of things and wast- 
ing time and what not, and all that is xequiring addi- 
tional invoicing, something which the shippers and 
exporters from the other side particularly a re  appar- 
ently not prepared to undertake exclusively for Bar- 
bados. That is the point. Sir, if that is the case, there 
is only an increase on the package taxof 25 cents an 
each 56 pounds. When it comes to the question of 
additonal invoicing at the other end, always bearing 
in mind that the importer at  ttit- end has got to pay 
the increased cost of invoicing at the other end in 
order to satisfy Barbados alone. I have said this al- 
ready. Whatever the i rnpomr  is called u p n  to pay 
by way of increased package tax, i t  is going to be 
passed on to the wholesaler, the commission mer- 
chant. They, in turn, will be passing it on to the 
supermarkets, the small shopkeepers, whereever 
they are, and i t  must be apparent that id the fbW 
analysis it will be borne by the poor consumers. 

This matter of increased package Tax has been 
cleverly designed because, What do we .find? Unless 
we, on this side of the House, can explain it for the 
benefit of the public, it will never be told to them. It 
is this: When a customer goes to the shop and finds 
that a penny, three cents o r  whatever i t  might be, has 
been tacked on to the original cost, the Prime Minis- 
t e r  of this comitry & argue that he has nothing to 
do with it. AS a.matrer of fact, I think I am corzect 
in saying that the Hon. Prime Minister told us thst 



steps will be taken to see that these increased costs do 
not prickle through to be borne by the consumer. Sir, 
if that is the case, the time to apply these measures 
would be now, because whereas the cost of living in 
i ts spiral is really noticed by a hungry people, I re- 
peat, a hungry people, we might very well hear of 
some of the assassinations which the Hon. Leader of 
the House made mention of quite recently. The hon. 
member must blame himself. What we are concerned 
with is this; we are asking ifthe Minister of Finance 
has to find ways and means whereby anadditional $6 
million o r  $6 1/2 million, if it is absolutely neces- 
sary to find that amount, whether he could not have 
found it without increasing the cost of the commodi- 
ties to the poor people o r  the small people, the masses 
of this island. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, before you 
put the question, I should like to say that anyone lis- 
tening to the rantings and ravings ........ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would suggest to the hon. mem- 
ber that he should not use such expressions which do 
not tend to good parliamentary conduct. I laow that 
the hon. member has a wide choice of language. 

Hon, N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, anyone listen- 
ing to the verybiage on the other side would have to 
be shocked and appalled to thMc that after five years 
under the rule of the Democratic Labour Party, the 
people of Barbados can enjoy free secondary educa- 
tion, school meals, proper road services, water ser- 
vices and all of the other social amenities which they 
are  getting, and now this House has been kept back, 
broken up in disorder because of a proposed increase 
of 25 cents. Let us say that the 25 cents is an increase. 
Is there any country which is being runwithout some 
sort of taxation? Do you think that Barbados was made 
specifically by God? If you do not want to pay then you 
must leave, but that i s  not the point. What is most 
pathetic is to hear hon. members on the other side 
claiming to represent the masses, the poor people, 
and yet the poor people, have sent us on this side to 
represent them! Further,Mr. Speaker, we hear all of 
these statements by those who are trying to incense 
people against paying for what they want here in Bar - 
bados, and by some of the water -wash politicians ~1.10 

are sometimes left alone when they are dying. I would 
think that a country like Barbados with its natural 
resources, and I may say that up to this present day 
we have not had to ask Great Britain for one cent by 
way of grant-in-aid. Perhaps if Her Majesty the 
Queen had not come here, people would not get any 
a&$ either, because they would think that we are a 
foreign power. 
12.40 p.m. 

But after saying how Barbados can hold its own, 
up gets Ehe members of the Opposition. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hon, members. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, I wouldlike to 
use the words "hon. members*' but when1 say " hon. 
members" my jaw tends to dislocate. It hurts my face 
when I say it. 

They told the people if they put back the Demo- 
cratic Labour Party in power, Barrow would take 
away their bank accounts. 

They did not think this Budget would have heen 
so easy. They came in here last week and all they did 
was trying to keep backthe time of this Plouse. I have 
always said that it was the duty of the Opposition to 
be constructive but the Opposition in this House now 
seems to be bent on destruction. They are people who 
are  seeing how much they can forward for themselves. 
Up to today I heard a statement about stealing green 
bananas in St. Thomas. St. Thomas have thieves@& 
like St. James and St. Peter but for what I know, I 
have not heard anybody from St. Thomas being 
charged for extortion 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not see anything he= about 
green bananas and canes. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: But, Mr. Speaker, weare  
dealing with green bananas and canes. I was just won- 
dering if these banana thieves had anything to do with 
the canes that were burnt. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It would be immaterial to this 
Bill. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, it is most 
likely but getting back to the Package Tax Bill, you get 
people coming in here under the coat that they are  
really representing the people but the only people 
whom they represent are themselves and their im- 
mediate family. They could not care less for the 
masses of this country. For seventeen years his party 
was in power, but the only time they saw fit to change 
the Education Act was to give five scholarships and 
that was when somebody had their son to get one. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That has nothing to do with the 
Package Tax. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: We are dealingwith the cost 
of living. I will say that this kindof thing is what you 
are trying to stop parliamentarians from doing now. 
We on this side try to do the people's affairs. 

This Package Tax Bill will only cause an in- 
crease in a kind of charge. According tothe Bill, we 
have put on twenty-five cents for every fifty-six 
pounds weight of a package. We saw where the rner- 
chants were exploiting the Government by bringing in 
the large s t  packages and only paying twenty-five cents 
for them and because we have asked them to pay 
twenty-five cents for every fifty-six pounds, you hear 
all this rigmaxole we have been hearing for two days 
just taking up all the time of this House. 

We say to the Opposition that it i s  their duty 
whenever they are opposing to point out to the Gov- 
ernment whenever they see something going wrong, 
but do not come in here with this frivolous thing d 
think they can gain support for  what they aze doing. 
The place for them to get support is not in here. 



Mr. HOLDER: Mr.'Speaker, the hon. juniormem- 
ber for St. Thornas is blamirig hon. memberson this 
side fo3 wasting time. The hon. member has been on 
his'feet for a few minutee and I have been mndering 
What he has said' because this Bilk before us deals 
WiW the PBckage TaxAct but he has said nothing on it. 

' 8 

We all know that any raise in taxes is not wel- 
comed but we d s ~  know that taxes will be Increased 
from time to time, However, whenone mads this Bill 
and goes into it carefully and do alittle simple arith- 
hetie, it would support what we on this side are con- 
tending. It does not mean that the merchants are going 
to bear this increissed tax, they are going to pass it on 
to-the masses. People in general do aot mind paying 
kigher taxation and so long as it is  right,.they are 
ready and willing to change over from one thing to 
another. 

I 

Your Honour, I will ask you to tell me what the 
merchants are going to do .about this tax. All this 
additional expense will be passed on to the people of 
this country. There are several things which come in 
pack~ges and i t  just means that the merchants would 
have to pay more and, in my opinion, I see the mer- 
chants are not going to bear this tax, they are going to 
pass ,it on. The people will not know the effects of this 
Bill until they realise that the things which they buy 
have gone up. 

Some people like to go around and blame other 
hon. members for wasting time. I am just making a 
few remarks. My point i s  this. When this tax is im- 
posed nowhere would you see that the merchants in 
my bracket bearing the increased expenses, No one 
can say that this taxwill not cause a little more in the 
cost of living. Those are the few remarks which I 
Jim to make. 
12.50 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Leader of the House 
caught my eye a second o r  so after the hon. junior 
membr for St. James had completed his contribution, 
but if the h~nrnemlxor is rep:yingfor the Government, 
the hon. senior member for St. Joseph may proceed. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I did intend to 
rqply fox the Government. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, the Objects and Rea- 
eons of this Bill are to amend the Package Tax Act, 
l941, by imposing an additional tax of 25 cents per 
56 pounds on every package of goods other than those 
nraprtonud in the First Schedule to the Actwhich ex- 
ceed 56 pounds. Now, Sir, I was a little late and the 
ha. junior member for St. Thomas was on his feet 
when I appeared here, and it would make me believe 
that fis reray does not know what is going on. From 
tha tone of his speech, he just does not know what is 
going on. Now, Sir, the Hon. Prime Minister last 
'herday ssid that this increase will not be passed 
on M the consumer but I have to take him up on this 
bec&uae lxaaglne for every 56 paunds you have to pay 
2S wata, We hgve packages importadinto this country 
with cc~mmodities that are always wed by the poor of 

this country. In other words, the rich people do not 
use it. They have no use for that commodity. Suppose 
the package weighs 350 pounds o r  over. Fifty-six 
into 350 and over, you can clearly see, you do not need 
a Harrisonian to work it out, because if1 can work it 
out anybody can. The increase on that commodity will 
be in the vicinity of about $1.50 more causing that 
package to be $1.75 instead of 25# up to last week, i t  
will be $1.75 this week. Imagine the Prime h4hfister 
of this country telling the people of this c o u w  that 
1/24 per lb. of anything is nothing forthe wholesaler 
to pass on; now that will tell me, Sir, that he really 
does not want any advice from anybody, he is not p r e ~  
pared to listen to anybody and he is going i t  silo* q d  
does not know anything about it. That is as plsln'as 
A,B, C, because when he says that 1/2Q per Ib. of any- 
thing i s  not sufficent to merit an increase o r  to pass 
it on to the consumer, he is expectingthe wholesaler 
to bear it. I believe him to say so. 

Now you have $1.50 on one item and there may 
be merchants turning out about 10 of these packages 
and the wholesaler o r  the merchant will be out of pm- 
ket by $15. There is the possibility that that particular 
wholesaler can lose no less than $400 to $500 
day depending on his turnover, but yet the Prime 
Minister is telling me 1/2$ per lb. is no-, that ls 
how he takes it. Being an Economist, if that is how. rn 
Economist takes things, this is how an ignoramb 
takes it now, and let us both go together, economist 
and ignoramus. I am on top, Sir, my figures wiU 
prove. 

When one is saying that the Opposition will CIA- 
ticise, yes, I will criticise, k t  I am not so ignorant 
as  to think that a Govenunent does not have to get 
money to run the country, they must get it, whether 
it be my Government, your Government, I do not care 
whose Government, you have to look for money to run 
the country. If you are  spending money you have to get 
money, but I will criticise when one is trying to fool 
an Assembly o r  to fool the people by saying that this 
cannot increase the cost of living. 

Now I feel, Sir, if the hon. Prime Minister did 
not resort to those remarks last Tuesday you would 
not hear me, but when he is now saying that a trap is 
being set, and although setting a trap still warning t@ 
rat  not to go into the trap, I cannot understand; if he 
set a trap let the rat  go into it, but now warning us 
not to be caught in the trap; he may think that it is 
the Opposition here who is going to be caught in that 
trap, but I am telling him here andnow i t  is the peo- 
ple of this country we caught in the trap, and It is 
the trap of increased taxation, and we must 
pay it. 

I can clearly see that rather that it be saidthat tbe 
budget has lashed the poor man's food, he has re- 
strained from hitting the food, but you strike what 
contain the food, but what happened, it is still a blow, 
you did not put anything on the salt meat, no one can 
accuse you for doing that, you did not interfere with 
it, the neck bones and so on that certain people do 
not use and certain people have to use, you appeal to 



them and say you have not interfered with that, but 
when you tell me about the Package Tax, he bows  
nothing at all about the Package Tax, so the people 
will still say it is a first-class budget, I myself will 
say it i s  a nice budget. 
1.00 p.m. 

When I was going down the steps a week o r  so 
ago, somebody said "Smith, you cannot say a word. 
You have a nice budget." I am sure that you will rea- 
lize that the package tax, with this increase, is 
going to bring in a lot of money to the Government, 
more money than if they had touched the meat. Still 
you are trying to fool me. If the Prime Minister did 
not say that, I would not have said a word, but I cannot 
sit here and allow the Prime Minister, who i s  an 
economist, and I, an ignoramus, to feel that he has 
put something on me. I will have to prove my facts 
and my figures today. I know that he i s  sitting cool 
and he will get the money, and it will be a lot of 
money too, by this increased Package Tax. Yesterday 
morning I met a friend on the beach and he said that 
his wife used to pay 19 cents at the laundry for clean- 
ing a sheet and now she is asked to pay 30 cents be- 
cause the price of fuel has gone up! Are you still tell- 
ing me that you are not increasingthe cost of living? 
A r e  you going to tell me that this is a first-class 
Budget in the people's favour. The only time when it 
is a nice thing by way of an increase is when the 
wages of a servant o r  an employee are being in- 
creased. You will get off there but when it comes to 
taxation, you cannot get away. We must pay taxes be- 
cause the country must be run and you should be 
honest enough to tell the people so. "We know that 
you will not be too happy when we make these in- 
creases, but we are bound to do it; if we do not do it 
we cannot survive." That is what we should tell the 
people; but you want to take up a hunter and throw it 
into people and then say: "I did not hit you." Do you 
mean to say that you are  stinging me and you still 
say that you did not hit me? That cannot work. 

The Prime Minister may not know it, but some 
of his Ministers may know it. He said that the Bud- 
getary proposals are  from his own commonsense. 
I listened to that; that will mean that he does not know. 
I know that some of his Ministers do know. There are 
artisans, carpenters and masons who own motor cars. 
You wi l l  pardon me when I say "cars" I should have 
said "ars" because the "c" has alreadygone. Every- 
thing has gone out of these "ars" already. The car- 
penter o r  mason has to use his "arm to get to work. 
A bicycle cannot help him o r  the bus cannot help him 
because he must get to his work in time. A mason 
o r  carpenter receives about $8.00 a day andworlang 
for 5 1/2 days a week, he would receive $44.00. That 
mason o r  carpenter may have his wife and two o r  
three children and the "ar" is going to take the big- 
gest slice, but he must get it.Sir, I am not criticising 
the increase in taxation but I want to explain to this 
House how it is, in truth and in fact, that the cost of 
living is bound to rise and the small fellow is bound 
to get the hardest blow. Whathashappenedis that the 
Government has to get money to repairthe mads for 
tbe same "a? to travel on. The cost of the nnewal 
af a drlver's licence has been increased from $1.20 to 

$5.00, an increase of $3.80. There is also an increase 
of a penny a gallon on the gasobne which the small 
fellow uses in his " ar", and so you go oq. You have 
to pay for ca r  parts and that is a heavy item. When 
you come to car  parts which are imported into this 
island, do you b o w  that apackage can weigh as much 
a s  a ton o r  two tons accordingto the size and quality 
of the parts? And if a package exceeds a certain 
weight you have to pay an increase, and so the cost 
of these parts must go up. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not mind the increasedcost of 
the "smokes" because I am an old man, ready to go 
back where I came from; I have never smoked and 
therefore everybody can do like me. I believe that 
people can live without smokes but they cannot live 
within their little "darrue." If a man likes his smokes 
I cannot blame him for that, but you hit him a penny 
a box on his smokes. I want to say, Sir, that when 
everything is added up, do you think the increase is 
any less than $5.00 o r  $6.001 
1.10 p.m. 

That i s  the nice Budget that some people are  
praising. That was mentioned today. We cannot get 
away from it. If I were the Prime Minister of this 
country, I would have to do something about it. 

Well, Sir, I cannot stay here, o r  elsewhere, and 
let the Prime Minister put up this nice Budget, what 
he calls a freedom Budget, and do not let people know 
that it is not a free for all. It may be free from the 
grave. 

Now, Sir, we have to be serious a s  representa- 
tives of the people. We shouldlet the people know the 
truth and everybody would feel free with each other. 
However, when you get one party telling the people 
one thing and the other party telling them another 
thing, the people are bound to look up and say whom 
they think is the right party. This is how some people 
take things. The boys over here are going to tell the 
people the truth. Members on the other side are put- 
ting i t  their way. They are saying that the Barbados 
Labour Party did not do these things. It is alright 
talking it that way but that is not getting to the point. 

Tell me any Government that likes to tax the 
people. No Governmcnt would want to do it. If the 
present Government can reduce taxation* they would 
do so now. But for God's sake, do not tell the people 
that i t  would be the merchants o r  wholesalers who 
would bear this tax. Do not tell them that one-half 
cent per parcel is all that they would have to bear 
extra. Why say one-half and do not say one-fiftieth 
per package more? One-half cent per parcel sounds 
like nothing but one-fiftieth part would sound like 
something. I would not blame him for putting it that 
way, I would blame myself for not explaining it. 

When it comes to the business of trade, that is 
my line, let us get in a room and talk business. Of 
course, if you are going in for  top figuree, what you 
call the economic side of it, well you got me. How- 
ever, this is where the economists crad I disagree. 
The Hon. Prime Minister knows it by figures hut I 
have it by practice. 



I take it to be one-fiftieth per parcel and that 
Wb&ld'mean something. I lea* it for the economists 
to say that you are  rQht. As I said before, I would 
& ,blame hfm for putti- it his way. 
id , , 

Suppose the Hon. Minister of Trade telephones 
Me! and tells me that he wants to know something 
ztbut c e m d  things goirig on, I am there wi& him, 
P Would tell him and I 8m sure he would get the bull 

the head. That is the result of asking questions. 
ml; world is not made up of dne type of people, it is 
r#ade up ;of all types, We all have to serve one an- 
tXher. This it4 where the Government went wrong. At 
a t y  'time I am willing to helpon behalf of the Govern- 
=fit. I Would no€ refuse t@ Help if they ask me to do 
Wythi~@ when it tomes to trade. If you are going to 
$ay that some people do not know what is going on, and 
ybu are  wabt2ng time to ask him a question, that i s  
your business. 

. I say, let U s  come together as  one. It i s  not to say 
that this is election time. At election time I have my 
BWord sharpened but when we are in here, let us 
d%wU to@ther in unity and work for the benefit of 
tche people. There are lots of people in here who do 
Wt like'to he& me tiilk in here. The only way you 
d k n  pl%ve to yourself that you have nothing against 
Smith returning here, is to ask him if he would do 
something and then see if he would do something. Of 
course, I would not expect you to come home at me 
a& ask me to do anything, but let us do it publicly. 
Imite me to your public office and I would come. 
. ' 

If this Package Tax Bill was brought down a 
di?Ffemnr way, I would agree with it. You would still 
g& €be same amount of money that you want by it. 
Rather than making it that you pay twenty-five cents 
oh'm+erg fifty-six pounds, it should be put a certain 
way and you would be getting the same amount from 
iri.1 would not be able to say one single word on this 
if :yoti had done it the right way. Members on this side 
*Id not be able to offer any criticism if you had 

it the right way. It is not wrong for trying to get 
tl& meney that you need but the way you are doing it is 
wibng. 

I understand that down at the Customs theywant 
to weigh everything. If you carry on in this way I am 
sure that one shipment of goods would catch another 
@your bond house. Another ship would get back in and 
fM that -you have not finished calculating yet. You 
a% g o i q  to find that the workwhich Customs Officers 
M!B have ttd do will cause these cases to remain down 
*ore longer than five days. 
' r 

I hope the Hon. Minister in charge of Trade will 
taMt what I say here seriously. I am out for your get- 
ti& your taxes. What you would find by the way that 
you are doing i t  is that you are  trying to get it one way 
and it will  be going out from you the other way. In 
other words, tax it right, and you would get some 
wM&.' The why the hon. member is doing it is bad 
&'W1 are trying ta put him right. In other words I 

rUDt "Fix-it-right" cursing anybody at all today. 
' 8 

Mr. SPEAKER Neither today nor ever. 

Mr. SMITH: I am appealing to the Hon. Minister 
to take back this Package Tax Bill and try and do it 
another way otherwise you are going to make it very 
hard on the consumers. We are thiniungof those per- 
sons, who after the week is finished and they honestly 
pay their bills, they find that nothing is left. I am 
thinking in terms of those people. You have a few 
whom the only thing that can affect them is death, 
1.20 p.m. 

You are going to find yourself over-collecting the 
amount you want. If you go into the figures and you 
have an Economist at the top, you have all top men, 
top figures men, tell them to go into this thing fairly 
and squarely, they will be able to tell you that you are 
going to over-collect the amount you want. What still 
has me thinking, is that the Prime Minister still re- 
fuses to let us know how much this particular tax ex- 
pects to bring. I cannot remember hearing him tell 
us that, and he should be in a position to tell us, but 
he leaves me to think that it is going to bring in so 
much that he is not going to let us know until after it 
i s  done because we will not be able to criticise it now. 
I believe he does not know, he did not t& time off to 
go into it, I cannot ask the Hon. Leader of the House, 
because the Prime Minister said he does not take the 
time from anyone as  far as  his budgetary proposals 
a re  concerned, it is his own commonsense. I cannot 
try to embarrass the Leader, hearingwhat the Prirns 
Minister told us, so I would not expect him to tell us 
now, but the Prime Minister really does not know 
himself o r  he i s  hiding, but I am saying that he is 
going to collect more than he thinks i f  he continues 
to get this 25# on every 56 pounds. Now the weight 
of certain packages may not bring more than a little 
extra $10, but it i s  still $10 extra. I understand the 
Hon. Prime Minister is a first-class flyer in the ar, 
I think he i s  one of the best. Some time ago he was 
flying and it landed upinSeawellground, I am speak- 
ing under correction and I hope that if  I am wrong the 
Leader of the House will stop me, I think the things 
for the aeroplane are  free. Everybody cannot handle 
an aeroplane, I will never be able to fly one, except 
the little one I see my grandson pushing about in the 
house, but I am saying this tax really would be a 
serious thing if you do not go into it, because you will 
see that you are  going to over-collect. Do not do it 
if you can save it. Why are you going to try and drag 
it out to put it down - and you are taking it from peo- 
ple who are not able. If you can drag it out of the 
people that are able, do so, but you cannot tax A's 
food one way and B's food another, it would not be fair  
to do so, but do not penalise the small fellow and the@ 
put it down. It can be done easily but the Prime Min- 
ister may not think so. Whena businessman sees that 
his losses are so glaring, do you think he will not do 
something about it? He cannot do itexcepthis mark- 
up i s  so handsome that he can afford to do otherwise. 
I do not think that his mark-up can be such that he can 
afford to lose $1,000 inaday and still have to pay his 
expenses and such things. If that is so, every whole- 
saler would be a big-shot a d  he would retire early 
because he would be making too much money. Let us 
go into the matter and see it. 'The Prime Ministqr 
may say that the Package Tax is the lowest &chase, 
but, in my opinion, it is the most. 



Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Speaker, I was sitting here all 
the time and I did not think that I would have had to 
speak, but my mind has been fixed. The object of this 
Bill is to amend the Package Tax Act, 1941, to impose 
an additional tax of 25 cents on every package of 
goods. (Mr. St. JOHN: No.) It is to impose an addi- 
tional tax of 25 cents per 56 pounds on every package 
of goods, other than those mentioned in the First  
Schedule to the Act, whichexceeds 56 pounds in weight 
If a package of chicken is 100 pounds that is 25 cents 
and i t  is 1/2 cent a pound on each package. Some 
boxes may have 15 packages o r  20 packages and i t  
is 1/2 cent a poundwhich the Government is imposing 
upon the consumers of this island for chicken. I do 
not think that that is an extraordinary increase. If 
you were to go to some places and see packages being 
opened and you saw the amount which came out of one 
package, it would be surprising to you. You may find 
that one box contained about 50 packages and we have 
to find ways and means to get some of that money. 
There are people who think of the division but not of 
the responsibility which the State has. The Prime 
Minister of this country is just the same a s  a house- 
wife; she has to find ways and means of running the 
house and the Prime Minister has to find ways and 
means of running the country. We have to find ways 
and means to run the country no matter what we do. 
We need a better water supply, better homes, better 
education and better facilities throughout the whole 
island and you will see that the Budget has been in- 
creased from year to year because of the vast fa- 
cilities which we are  granting to the people. We have 
provided free secondary education, we have been 
providing houses and we have improved 100 per cent 
on these facilities. Education today is the greatest 
job we have to fight with, because we have to try and 
educate the people. Unless we educate the masses of 
the people, we will have confusion continually. 

People may talk about the increase in the package 
tax but that i s  the only possible means whereby I see 
that money will be coming in. All the big people of thi? 
world have been prospering by bringing in so many 
goods. Sometimes you will open a package and when 
you think i t  is a package of ham, i t  may be a package 
of jewels. Valuable items can be hidden away in these 
packages; people may ship these boxes to the Customs 
and then they go to the merchants oragents and they 
a r e  opened there. You will then see what comes out 
of these packages. That is why we a re  taxing these 
people in order to get this money. These people were 
getting away with murder all of this time and I feel 
that the Hon. Prime Minister has made the right and 
proper move in the right direction. When we come 
into this House, we come here about the Govern- 
ment's responsibility and I believe that both sides of 
this House will have that at heart. Anybodywho wants 
to resist taxation can tell the people that this Gov- 
ernment is taxing them heavily, but I do not see it. 
As I have already said, the only possible means of our 
existence is through taxation; I am sure about that. 
If we do not tax the people, where will we get money 
from? I am sum that this 1/2 cent a pound increased 
on chicken is not unreasonable. It is not the package 
of chicken which is affecting people; i t  is what is in 
these packages. These people were getting away, I re- 

peat, with murder all the time. I 8m glad to see the 
step which the Hon. P r i p e  Minister has takento im- 
pose this taxation on these packages. We have to stop 
this murder from taking place. we have been extending 
the schools; we have taken over Seawell International 
Airport, which the last Government started to build, 
and we have that debt to pay. We have also taken over 
the Deep Water Harbour and the Hospital whichpro- 
jects were also undertaken by the last Government. 
We have all of these debts to pay, and where will we 
get the money from? The salaries of policemenhave 
been increased, so have the salaries of the Civil Ser- 
vants and where are  we to get the money from if  we 
do not find ways and means to collect this money? 
Roads have to be constructed and all of these things 
call for money. We do hope that, with the co -operation 
of members of both sides of the House, we will find 
ways and means by which we will run this Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that this Bill...... 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, I have 
heard today and previously, a lo t  of talkon this Pack- 
age tax, this increase of 25 cents per 56 pounds on 
every package of goods, other than those mentioned 
in the Firs t  Schedule to the Act, which exceeds 56 
pounds in weight. 
1.40 p.m. 

There a re  certain commodities like milk, sar- 
dines, and corned beef - a lot of these commodities 
are  packaged together because of the Package Taxin 
this Island. A lot of these commodities usedto come 
in before in one and one and a half cubic feet con- 
tainers but because of the Package Tax Act today 
these shippers are  bringing in things in five and two- 
fifths tons containers for the same amount of money. 

If the shippers and merchants a re  doing this kind 
of thing and are  saving this type of expense by bring- 
ing in things this way, i t  is the duty of the Govern- 
ment to watch these things as closely as possible. 
There are  many commodities under the Package Tax 
Act which a re  brought in in packages over fifty-six 
pounds per package. If merchants and shippers con- 
tinue in this manner, then they would halt the revenue 
of this country. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot see the extra hard burden 
created on the consumer by the impositionof this tax. 
I do agree that the merchants and shippers should re- 
ceive a f air return for whatever they are doing in any 
kind of business which they are doing and a merchant 
would be stupid to continue in business whenhe finds 
out that he does not get the normal profits which he 
should get. Similarly, the Government would be stupid 
to see something happening to circumvent what they 
have in mind and do nothing about it. 

As Minister of Trade I would not like to sit hem 
and see these merchants ind- in any profiteering, 
If this Government discovers any merchant making 
what I would call undue profits I would ask the Gov- 
ernment to do something about it. 



. . Hon. G, G FE$G,WN: Sir, we on this side of 
t h  House have no o m  &qngixe but t~ look rtter 
the people of this country if there i s  any recourse by 
mppL to pmf%ertxiqg, ,,, , . ,  

Mr. Speaker, I would like to state thatone of the 
reasons why this Budget is unsavoury to hon. mem- 
berg Qn the othez;, side; is because they went around 
taUipg the people .haw. puch tax they would h&ve to 
p.y. Even the'qpwspppqrp~ @is colony took up the 
maqer and was telling thep%csp& what increases they 
would have to pay, on this i d  on that. Members on 
qg side and their friqnpls yere so prepared for a big 
t w o n  policy g a t  t h ~ y  q ~ q a  b u g k n e w  motor cars. 
They told thg people thpt@asokne would b pyt at- ~ n e  
dollar a galfoq and all_*& s o g  pf thing..-They have 
been so surprised at this Budget that members of the 
Qpposition have got to m@ce some so@ of defence to 
t%.people of this countyy. 

J <  . - - 
, I would like to eay that Barbadians all over the 
-rl# b e  a &putation 08 being a bard-war* peo- 
&. We bear in the ~ & q b &  a lot about the cost of 
l&@ of the people havipg gone up. If we are to go 
fq13'ard and the condit$oqs@.the people of this country 
3, to improve, ~XZ~UIQ .;he cost of living must go 
u p .  1, wye peat pleastf;e,&-+ ~peake  r, in sitting he re  
apd, ~&ng .@at  ?& costof liv& of fhe people has gone 
up, since1 1991 @uc.&ht? sm$ard of living of the people 
0x1 the o%r W lllaSlllasg9ms up cqmpwurately+ We 
&ii put forwaxd p w y  Wngr towards the impmve- 
meat, of their welfare, 

J 
I 

+ The pride of s man g q w s  more when he knows 
t h t  he is contributing: tp the welfare of his country. 
Me & made to feel &at he is IN loafer o r  sponger. We 
haxe.no d-d af thq Package Tax as 10% es devel~p- 
~ n t  is being made for the people moxrslly, socially, 
6 c i a ~ y  ~b othqmvise.. . 

, r. - 
Mr. St. JOHN: Mri  Speaker, after listening to the 

last hok member who spob,  his speech has brought 
me ,to my: feet. I did not waqt,to speak on this subject, 
as, a matter of fact, oq aqy individual bill which has 
been put forward as  a result of the Budget, my reason 
being that I feel that no proper debate can take place 
an Budget ypless i t  ,& taken on the Budget as  a 
whole. 

The Hon. Minister said that he wants to assure 
ttilis Pi$use th&t"his' Ministry would take steps to see 
rh& bere will be no &tdit@eking. %ar phrase is #rhat 
hab broq@t me to mi feet becabse if thqe is any 
hltdskr who has fatled do it, it is the Mipisrer of 
W&. Do you know of any greater pdfiteering than 
the one tho~Is&d dollars that ha$ disappeared fkbm 
rhe W k e t 7  W a t  has tbe Midst& done abbut it? Ab- 
mibtely nothing. Look at what 1s taking $lace in milk. 
W h t  has the Minister done about it? Absolutely 
a o b l g .  , , * *  - * 

: '-Gq spvech corning as it ts. from the, last hon. 
member who spoke, is such that one would have 

thought W s  ministry is of the kindthatone would ac- 
cept whqt ke, says-, Can he honestly say this? He is 
going to say that .this is not going to have any effect 
on the consumers. Then there is this talk Mr. Speaker 
aPQut the, chgnge of the Government. 
1.50 p.m. 

This talk .about a change in the packaging of 
goeds leading to a reduction in the revenue in Bar- 
bados is a point that at first sight may lead o m  into 
the position of saying that if  it is so corrective mea- 
s u r p  must be taken. One would think that having 
heard the Minister of Finance and the last Speaker, 
that a tremendous, drop in revenue in Barbadw lpa 
taken place since the increase in the Package Tax 
1961 from 12$ to 254 by this Government, but let us 
look at the Estimafes produced by the Hon. Minister 
of Finance in this Government and see what the psi- 
tion is. 

* In 1961-62 the actual revenue collected was 
$247,945; in 1962-63 it moved to $479,496. After a 
doubling of the Package Taxin 1963-64 it moved furth- 
e r  to $588,299. Let us look pow at the Approved Es- 
timates 1967-68 - this year's Estimates - and we 
can continue and we sqe that in 1964-65 i t  moved to 
$619,624, the next year - 1965-66 - $596,000. The 
first time between 1964-65 and now there is an un- 
significant drop' of $23,000, the revised estimates for 
1966-67 puts it at $596,900, and their own estimate 
this year is $620,000. Where is the effect of this 
great change in the shipping m b e r  that the hen. 
member i s  talking about? It is nowhere borne out 
by the figures produced by them, knowing N 1  well 
that they have a gap to close between their projected 
expenditure and their projected revenue, knowing full 
well that as  a result of the wastage that they have al- 
lowed to occur in centrd Government, and particu- 
larly in Statutory Boards, and judging by the per- 
formance of some hon, members in here, right here in 
the Legislature - having heard the hon. member for 
St, Andrew who just spoke, one can honestlycome to 
the conclusion that any expenditure on him is a 
wastage. 

The position is that this is an attempt to look 
for an excust to try and delude the people of this 
country as  to the full impact of Package Tax and the 
full intention of the Government in raising substan- 
tial additional revenue by this source. That is tbe 
truth of the matter; the truth and the Government on 
the other side a= bad friends, Mr. Speaker, it is 
impossible fbr f ) ~  Minist& of Finance to come in 
here and tell this House that he does not have in his 
mind a projectioe as to the effects of a particular 
courqe qf action and particularly a tax measure. if 
he does not have it, it shows heis  blatantly ipcompe- 
tent; if he has i t  and refuses to disclose it to this 
House i t  s h ~ w s  that them is something radically 
wrong in m?ptality of any person who wodd do 
that, hq we @ow Sir, that there axe many people in 
the world who must look for s scapegqat, they must 
look for excuse, o r  they must look for  some meal8 
of divexthg the mention of the people that tbey mny 
have to dealah, and the means usedon this occasion 
by the hon. Minister of Finance is to come in here and 



make a bald statement and then to leave. Imagine the 
hon. Minister of Education saying he i s  going to reply 
on behalf of the Government; we have not heard the 
reply yet, we have heard the Minister of Trade whose 
Ministry has more to deal with this matter than the 
hon. Minister of Education's Ministry. The hon. Min- 
ister is only going to deliver a brief that somebody 
has put before him; I hope he deals with this brief 
in here in a better manner than he did with the brief 
for the Church. 

Now, Sir, when one looks at the whole of this, 
and one examine the first Schedule, and one examine 
the goods that are exempt from tax, I challenge any- 
body speaking for the Government to say - let them 
deny that an addition in the Package Tax does not 
affect the consumer; that the tax on gasolene would 
not have an effect on the costofliving, and the effect 
of the taxes which were all part of the budget that 
they spoke on previously, that was praised previous- 
ly, that this House was deluded by. The "n" product 
i s  going to arise in Barbados if you have to pay addi- 
tional Package Tax, i f  you have to pay an additional 
amount for your gasolene. Let them deny that. I 
would welcome the Government and the Minister 
saying that he is going to take steps to pevent pro- 
fiteering, because every time he tries to take a step 
I am going to point out that the Minister speaks one 
thing and does something different, which has been 
the main characterristic of his Ministry, and I will 
remind him again, do not wait for the effect of the 
Package Tax to deal with the milk, do it now and then 
we will have confidence in him. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: On a point of order, the 
hon. senior member for Christ Church has mentioned 
about the milk; the only importers of milk in this 
Country is the Barbados Dairies of which the Cov- 
ernmznt of Barbados owns 25% 25% is owned by 
Barbadian shareholders, 25% by the New Zealanders 
and 25% by the northern boards. The function of the 
milk plant i s  for diversification, for the expansion 
of cattle growth in this country, and any profit goes 
to the Barbados Dairies for the improvement of this 
country and not for any private enterprise as the hon. 
senior member for Christ Church would like to insin- 
uate. 

Mr. ST. JOHN: That is an opinion for the gods. 
That is not a point of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: On this occasion he i s  right, it 
is not a point of order, it is a point of explanation. 

Mr. ST. JOHN: It is an opinion for -&e gods a s  
f a r  a s  I am concerned. In his having disclosed those 
facts, the Minister puts himself in considerable 
worse light because the way how the milk plant is 
being run now, it is for  the benefit of the minority of 
the shareholders as a result of decisions'made by one 
man o r  two men o r  by t h e  men, not Government 
decisions. They can put what price they like, they 
have reduced the price of milk to the producers, and 
it is rudng directIy contrary to the d ive r s i f i c~on  
policy of the Ministry. Let him dedy that fact. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has dealth 
exhaustively with his point. He has gone sufficiently 
f a r  afield on the question of milk anddiversification. 
Let him now return to the Package Tax 

Mr. ST. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, I am dealing with 
the Hon. Minister's point. I am only trying to show 
that fa r  from having confidence we should recognise 
that they are certain deficiencies. We, on this side of 
the House, will be debating thd whole aspect of this 
matter when we come to' deal at a later date with the 
Budget as a whole; but we want the other side to know 
that there are certain items here like potatoes, salt 
pork and things of that kind, things that are basic, 
very basic, to the standard of diet in this country. 
(Hon. N. W. BOXILL: You ;re always misleading the 
House). The hon, member says that I am always mis- 
leading the House, but letfittm deny that potatoes c a m  
a package tax. They sit down and make irrelevant 
speeches with absolutely nothing in them at all. In 
no way at all do they advance any pros o r  cons but 
they sit down and say that somebody on behalf of the 
Goverment deny that a package tax is paid on pota- 
toes. Let them deny the fact that salt pork, which 
comes in barrels, carries a package tax. Let any 
member of the Government check the facts for him- 
self. I can now see why the W s t e r o f  Finance does 
not consult some hon. members on that side. I hope 
that the Hon. Minister, in the course of his reply, 
will treat this House with the respect which it &- 
serves and that he will inform us as to what exactly 
the Government in its mind thinks it will raise from 
this package tax. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that this Bill be 
now read ......... 

Mr. SPEAKER: I congrintulate the hon. member 
on the concise manner in which he made his point. 

Mr. ST. JOHN: The more they rise the more they 
are going to play in my hands. 
2.00 p.m. 

The position is such that if something drastic in 
not done, the very diversification policy vShich the 
hon. member talks about, is going to fall in a vit.trtl 
aspect of it. Normally, the production of ..........,. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, on apoint ** 

of order. The milkwant attempted to reduce the prlce 
of milk to the prdduc!er k t  they did not succeed; 

&, 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, like the hon. 
member who has just sat down, I do feel that we would 
do much better in debating the Budget as a whole 
where there is ample opportunity for hon. members on 
both sfaes of the House to speak their minds on the 
motion of which notice has been given by the Hon. 
Leader of the Opposition. I note in passing thgt that 
motion neither praises nor blames and is merely 
introduced to enable discussion to take place with re- 
spect to the individual proposals of the Budget. It i s  
very difficult, as the hon. member has just said, for 
any meanCngful debate to take place on the Budget if a 



tremendous sidetrack is going to take place on 
speeches on the individual proposals. I do not know 
why the hon. senior member for Christ Church has 

h a x e d  so warm onwhat, after all, is a simple matter. 
I. have always told him that he should not generate 
more heat than he could contain. There is nothing to 
quarrel about in any of these matters. As 1 see it, 
Mr. Speaker, despite the things said in speeches 
which were made on the other side on this Bill, the 
criticisms of Government policy, despite the noise 
and the flogging and shouting, in respect of this Bill 
appear to bowl themselves down to two, which I shall 
attempt to deal with. 

I just want to make one general comment. The 
introduction and amendment of the Package Tax Act 
will be the occasion of some difficulties and problems 
initially, but that is true of the imposition of almost 
any new tax. In this particular case, these difficulties 
and problems are all to be expected because the im- 
porters are  not concerned with commodities except 
in the case of those commodities which a re  men- 
timed in Column 1 of the First  Schedule of this Bill. 
Naturally, i t  must be expected that the Customs De- 
partment will take the necessary administrative 
measures to deal with whatever problems arise and 
after a few days the difficulties and problems will be 
disposed of, those difficulties being merely adminis- 
t rative ones. 

A number of allegations have been levelled 
against this amendment to the Package Tax Act, and 
of these allegations, there are  only two which should 
be dealt with. I think that hon. members on the other- 
side have made those allegations with varying de- 
grees of emphasis and, of course, varying degrees of 
acumen, The accusations are, firstly, that the im- 
position of this tax will increase the cost of living 
and, secondly, i t  will slow up the process of clearing 
goods. As a matter of fact, the hon. senior member 
for  St. Joseph said that before you clear one ship- 
ment, the boat will have returned with another ship- 
ment. I thinkthat both of those criticisms a re  the sort  
of criticisms that you would expect to hear whenever 
a new tax has been introduced o r  whenever the burden 
of existing taxation has been increased, and they are 
ma& by people who a r e  dissatisfied with a particular 
bit of revenue legislation o r  with tax proposals gen- 
erally. 
2.10 p.m. 

I do not claim to know, and i t  would be a brave 
man who would say. As I have explained, in any new 
taxation o r  in any new imposition of that tax i t  is ex- 
pected to create some new dislocation. I do not believe 
that despite their alarm and their fearfulness this 
new tax is going to create any burden on the consu- 
mers. 

There are a large number of important items, 
like fish, corn meal, canned meat and petroleum pro- 
ducts which in no way will be affected by this amend- 
ment. There are also a number of items which al- 
though i t  is possible fo r  them to be affected in pack- 
ages under firty-six pounds weight, and they can only 
be affectedwhere the package is over fifty-six pounds. 

I think this was referred to on the last  occasion by 
some hon. members on that side. The hon. junior 
member for St. Peter referred to this on the last 
occasion before the sitting was suspended and I 
think they know the figures. This amendment bear 
heavily on those kind of commodities. 

I am informed that chicken parts are  importzd 
in packages, well below fity-six pounds. If that is so, 
there is no increase in the package tax on this item. 
On the other hand, there are  some items on which the 
twenty-five cents will be payable on the package. 
Some of these items were mentioned by the Hon. 
Prime Minister, such a s  onions and Englishpotatoes. 

I think what the hon. senior member for Christ 
Church admitted in respect of these items, like onions 
and potatoes, he was right, but wrong in what he de- 
nied. It is true that they come in quantities which he 
said they came in. At the same time, however, the 
kind of commodities which they are, and since the 
mark-up on them is subject to r ise and fall accord- 
ing to in-season and out-of-season, I do not think 
there is any justification in saying that any increase 
in price has arisen due to the package tax. 

The Hon. Minister of Agriculture has given an 
assurance and this is an assurance which still holds 
good despite the flaring-up of the hon. senior member 
for Christ Church. It is Government's business to 
see that no undue hardship is brought to bear on 
consumers ostensibly if there is a change inpackage 
rates. In addition, I am confining what I have to say 
on the Bill before us and not on budgetary matters 
which would be more appropriately said when the 
Resolution on the Budget Speech by the Leader of the 
Opposition is being dealt with. 

The tax of twenty-five cents on fifty-six pounds 
is ridiculously low. That is common ground on both 
sides of the House because the hon. senior member 
for  St. Joseph conceded that this is so. He said that 
with respect to motor ca r s  he did not think the addi- 
tion in package tax would provide more than ten 
thousand o r  twelve thousand dollars. 

All in all, Mr. Speaker, the Government sees no 
reason why the amendment to the Package Tax should 
necessarily cause an increase in the cost on consum- 
e r s  unless in some cases a section of the business 
community takes the opportunity of the addedexpense 
of one-quarter cent on a particular item to pass on 
one o r  a penny for  i t  to the consumer. 

I do not think the entire business community is 
unscrupulous o r  as spineless as the hon. junior mern- 
b e r  for St. Peter drew to the House. I think they will 
honour their agreement and carry  out the law. How- 
ever, I will say that on some occasions and in cer-  
tain circumstances the minority might take the op- 
portunity to pass this very infinitessimal raise on to 
the consumer on the ground that it is a result of the 
Package Tax Act. Well, it is with aview of defeating 
and avoiding that kind of situation that the Hon. Min- 
i s t e r  of Trade gave the undertaking which the Gov- 
ernment has in mind to protect the consumers. 
2.20 p.m. 



As I said, I do not believe the majority of people 
in business houses will want to do this, but there may 
be some who will, and i t  is certainlyagainst the con- 
science of this minority. Administrative and other 
decisions have been taken and i t  has been said - and 
this is the second main point - that there will be 
holdups in the clearing of goods from the Port. I can 
well imagine that in the initial stages there must be 
some administrative confusion, but I would think, Mr. 
Speaker, that in matters like these, people who oper- 
ate the Customs Department of this island would not 
be entirely o r  not at all be void of common sense, and 
expect in cases where the application of common 
sense would clearly break the law, I cannot imagine 
any situation like this. That is why I say that while I 
anticipate that there must be, in my view, initial 
administrative confusion, I cannot see that in the ap- 
plication of common sense to the particular problem 
there should be any difficulty. 

We have been informed that the gross  weight of 
packages stated on the invoices in many cases a s  the 
House well knows that bills were paid carrying o r  
supposed to carry weights and measures. When Cus- 
toms Officers and Merchantsr representatives o r  
Customs Clerks become accustomed to the calcula- 
tions I see no reason why things should not clear 
with the usual ease, so that the Government's posi- 
tion is simply this. We do not say that some people 
in certain circumstances will not t ry  to pass on what 
they regard as  an unfair burden onthemselves to the 
consumer, and the House has already been given the 
assurance that the Ministerwillexercise all his abil- 
ity in this matter. 

On the second point we admit that there could 
have been for  the f i rs t  few days some administrative 
confusion causing some delay in the clearance of 
goods, but we do not see this a s  continuing beyond 
the first few days, and we are  already informed that 
the Customs Authorities have got the measure of one 
of the problems and solvedit to the satisfaction of all 
concerned; therefore we expect that a s  from now 
there will be smooth working in the Customs. We do 
not regard the tax in any way burdensome, we regard 
it a s  realistic. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, a further point raised by 
the other side, particularly by the hon. seniormem- 
ber  for Christ Church who is not now in his place. I 
do not know how to satisfy hon. members opposite. I 
have understood this fact, that we a re  debating the 
budget; this debate was initiated by them, in which 
case it would be our duty in the course of the debate 
to place at their disposal all the information they want 
on the budget a s  such. I am not prepared to give in- 
formation, not that I cannot o r  would not, I just did 
not think to bring i t  and have it available now. Cer- 
tainly we a re  debating a matter, that sort  of thing 
can be easily answered andwillbe; it is only because 
I did not anticipate that that kind of question would 
have been asked. 

The question that the Bill be now read a second time 

was put and resolved in the a f f imat ive  without divisdon. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move w 

that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the 
House go into Committee on this Bill. 

A /  
Hen. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 

uvzthout division. 

Clause 1 was called and passed. 

Clause I was called. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman,Clause 
2 of this Bill is the operative Clause in the Section 
which will affect the purposes set out by the Minister 
of Finance in his budget speech and discussed at some 
length by hon. members both on the last occasion 
when the House sat and today. The Minister of Educa- 
tion, replying to the debate in the second reading, 
perhaps correctly outlined two points which members 
of this side had principally directed during the second 
reading, but we would ask the Minister not to be quite 
so complacent as the answerwhich he gave in respect 
of point number 2 which is the point perhaps more 
clearly covered by this section. 
2.30 p.m. 

This deals with the difficulties of the f irst  few 
days in the working out of the new Package Tax pro- 
posals. This Bill has been introduced on the basis 
that i t  will clear up an anomoly. Some Ministers have 
spoken on it on such a basis, but the Hon. Minister of 
Education had a more realistic attitude before him. 
In our submission, i t  is not by any means true that i t  
is only an anomaly which has to be attacked by these 
proposals. The Hon. Minister of Trade has outlined 
what has been happening since the increase of the 
Package Tax and he mentioned sardines and corned 
beef a s  articles which a re  being made up in larger 
and larger packages so a s  to avoid the operation of 
the Act. The Minister is hopelessly andcatastrophi- 
cally wrong. Sardines and corned beef, come within 
the Schedule of the Act a s  canned meat which comes 
in units of 36 pounds; if you were to fill a whole ship 
and l i f t  i t  up, i t  would be one package because the 
Package Tax Act defines a unit of 36 pounds, and the 
units have to be varied. You divide the gross weight 
of whatever pounds by 36 and multiply by 25 and you 
will get the package tax payale.  The Hon. Minister 
of Trade does not understand the Package Tax Act, 
1941, nor this Amendment. When you analyse this 
section i t  is of vital importance to remember, what 
one Minister has been able to remember, that is, the 
Minister of Education - even the Prime Ministerad- 
vised us not to worry with the laws and not to look 
into the Customs Tariff Act, that it is no longer on 
the Statute Book. That was the Prime Minister's ad- 
vice. 

I am glad to see that the Minister of Education 
w U  read his brief and see that he is correct. Now I 
would like to compliment the Minister of Educationon 
his capable handling of a subject which is so totally 
foreign to him. As to the procedure, what has been 
happening is that the Customs Authorities have been 
interpreting this section with which we are now deal- 
ing as if it is a provision of Customs law to expect 



- tlle prewnt importers to comply with their demands 
as if the demands were made under the Customs 

* Tarfff Act and not the Package Tax Act. This will be a 
-J, wrong exposition of the difficulties of ~e working of 

the Section because it is, in effect the law. The Cus- 
tams Authorities have certain powers in respect of 
the importation of goods, includingthe right to handle 
certain documents which are of approved dutiability, 
the availability of these documents and these im- 
porters have to show these documents to the Customs 
Department. The Minister is now a long way from his 
duties as an importer; myhow, the Customs Authori - 
ties are interpreting this Section as if all the powers 
of the Comptroller of Customs which he canexercise 
under the Customs Tariff Act he can also exercise 
under the Package Tax Act, and certain importers 
have been questioning this. This has caused only 
$1,000 to be collected by the Customs becauseof the 
difficulty of getting out these packages. Subsequently, 
a compromise has been ariived at, a compromise 
which the Prime Minister referred to as  being for a 
period of three months. As I understand it, despite a 
cumulative loss of revenue, the Customs officials are 
to permit the importers to divide the gross weight of 
any landed package by the number of packages and 
assess the Package Tax as a result of that division. 
All these have been compromises which have been 
reached by the Customs Department and the impor- 
ters but they cannot represent exactly what i s  he re in 
the law. I am sorry that the Hon. Minister of Finance 
is not here because he has suggested that that is the 
way in which things are to be done. That i s  not the 
way to do things and this operation was part of the 
state of affairs which prevailed before this Act came 
into force. It is the impression of people that large 
packages were coming in here consisting of many 
packages for which the importers were payingfor one 
package. That is not the law, and if it i s  so, this 
Amendment will not remedy it. What was happening 
is thatthe Customs Department would look at an in- 
dividual package and if  it contains as  many as  296 
packages together in one package they would charge 
for 2% packages. That is what has been happening. 
Where the mischief complained of has been happening 
is where goods which can be put in packages of dif- 
ferent sizes, are concerned. In the case of low-cost 
goods such as many items of food, the Package Tax 
consumes a substantial proportion of the price for 
these taxable onions, the size of the package being 
only limited to what a porter is prepared to lift, but 
they have such large packages of onions that they 
have to pay twice. My opinion is that a quarter cent 
per pound in the case of onions is more than the pro- 
fit which the importer gets. 1 believe that, ultimately, 
more profit is made than that, but I doubt that it can 
be much outside that type of margin. Onions are corn- 
ing in in bags of 100 pounds and if  you are only paying 
25 cents per bag, they will now have to pay 58 cents 
per bag and the quarter cent may represent the profit 
which the importer gets. In those circumstances, I 
do not think that the Minister of Education would sus- 
tain his argument that this is an imposition which 
cannot be passed on. 
2.40 p.m. 

The Hon. Minister of Education said that the cost 
on potatoes is not something which cannot be passed 
on. 

Flour and corn meal are  items whichimporters 
bring in in large amounts, over fifty-six pounds. 
These are some of the things which are  going to be 
hit by this tax. 

Now, the items which have been referred to such 
a s  jellies are not indeed affected by this tax. There is 
another thing which is going to be of some importance 
because it i s  an item which is not anything which is 
specially imported. It is not mentioned in the present 
schedule of the products which are taxed. 

I do not think it comes undertinnedmeats. I re- 
fer  to carcase meat. Now, carcase meat is subject to 
package tax and it i s  not possible for the New Zea- 
land meat shippers to cut up this carcase meat 
smaller than the sizes they come here in. I think 
some of those sizes are as  large a s  180 pounds. I 
mention what has been told me of the sizes that car- 
case meat comes in. If it i s  to come in at that size 
it is going to cost more because it will be subjected 
to this new tax. There are other disadvantages. 

The Minister can accurately state that some im- 
ported items are shipped by shipping tons. Shipping 
items are shipped by items of shipping tons and items 
of ovoirdupois tons. Only certain articles are shipped 
by weight alone. 

What is happening at the Custom is this. The 
Bill of lading shows the cubit feet of the package, the 
particular items are not shown as  to how much they 
are by avoirdupois weight but the Customs i s  asking 
the particular weight of these items. 

Mr. Chairman, I am a novice in these things so I 
do not h o w  how the Customs wouldgo about i ts busi- 
ness in weighing these things. This matter is set out 
in avoirdupois weight but packages are generally 
shipped by shipping weight. I remember someone 
shipping two boxes to me. I think they had something 
like 81 o r  84 cubit feet in them. If I had been called 
upon to say how much they weighed in avoirdupois 
weight, I would not be able to say how much they 
weighed o r  how to go about weighing them. 

Mr. Chairman, speaking under the terms of this 
section, there is no machinery which I see that in- 
dividual parcels should be priced separately. If you 
were to do this at the Port o r  the Customs, it would 
mean taking out each item and weighing each separ- 
ately. I have been informed that one businessman has 
had to warn the Customs that i f  all the paraphernalia 
of imports and paying duty on imports has to apply to 
paying package tax were to be gone through, with the 
importer called upon to make bills of sight, it may rc?- 
sult in their paying 1 1/2 rise on all wholesale 
charges. 

It is necessary to have a Bill to set procedure for 
Customs duties because the importers and Custom 



Officers do not always agree. Quite a lot  of money is 
left at the Customs because the provisions of the Cus- 
toms Act by regulations stipulate that one and a half 
the amount of duty be left by whomsoever wishes 
their goods to be released out of the Customs before 
there are  finished with. It would be quite a lot of 
money i f  importers also have to leave one and a half 
the amount on package tax. 
2.50 p.m. 

These things are going on as a rr=.;~lt of this 
parcicdar clause which wc: are  nox discussins and I 
wou'd mlcont? some assurance that thz Go~rtrnment 
i s  not k i n g  complacent about what is goingwrong in 
the Port at the present time. It seems to me that the 
Customs i s  too readily ...... 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I would like to draw the hon. 
member's attention to Rule 44 (1) which states that in 
Committee a member shall not discuss the principle 
of the Bill but only i ts  details, and I take i t  that the 
hon. member is making a second reading speech. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman,I would 
be obliged if Your Honour could draw to my attention 
where I have discussed the principle of the Bill. I am 
in a particular position today because we are dis- 
cussing that already a s  a force of law and i f  
we are not discussing the details when we say how it  
i s  working, I am very sorry, Mr. Chairman, but I have 
gone to some trouble not to divert to the principle of 
the Bill. I am talking precisely about the table of the 
tax, subsection 1 of the Bill. I am talking about that 
because this introduces a new computation of Package 
Tax. I have talked about nothing but the computation 
of Package Tax. I will try not to speak on the princi- 
ple of the Bill. 

Mr. Chairman, this compromise which has been 
arrived at, according to my information by importers 
a s  a breathing space duringwhich importers and Gov- 
ernment can get together and discuss what arnend- 
ments may be made to this section. Again I am in- 
formed - although i t  seems to me to be one of these 
sweeping statements that make an exception - I am 
informed that there is no where else in the world that 
has these Package Tax provisions except Barbados. 
Certainly importers believe this and theywill have to 
write to their shippers abroad and tell the shippers 
that in little Barbados when they produce an invoice 
showing how many items are contained in a package, 
they are  going to have to put the weight on each item; 
even the question of the gross weight and the net 
weight. It will be observed that this sectiononly says 
weight. When we refer to the Act itself, of course i t  
does not refer to weight and we are in some difficulty. 
Some shippers have been raising this point because 
a lot of goods are  in fact packages in half hundred 
size which is normal commercial size. What happens 
when you have a half hundred package and for one 
reason o r  another i t  contains a box that weighs one 
pound and a half o r  two pounds, that package is 
weighed by the Customs, i t  weighs 58 lbs, and you 
are charged an additional package tax on it. It must 
tip the scale, I do not believe ...... 

Mr. WEEKES: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order, P 

I heard the hon. senior member for  St. Thomas say 
that we receive onions in this islandin 50 lb. packets. & 

I want to say that that statement is wrong. To tell him 
that you get them in hundred pound packets. I want to 
let him lcnow that onions are imported here in 50 lb. 
packets. On the other hand, all he is doing now is fili- 
bustering the Bill. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Apart from the hon. 
member's last remark which can be ignored, because 
I understand even in that capacity will be beyond that 
hon. member. If the hon. member had Listenedto the 
early part of the speech he would have heard that 
onions come to Barbados in a larger size than 56 lbs. 
and over. If they are  further imported at the size 
which they are now imported they will now have to pay 
additional tax. 

Mr. WEEKES: Mr. Chairman, again I amsaying 
that we receive onions in this islandin 50 lb. packets 
and in 100 lb. packets. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: On a point of order. I s  
the hon. member speaking on a point of order? If he 
has something to contradict, let him wait until the 
hon, member is finished. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I misunderstood the 
hon. member. If he is directly sayingthat onions are  
imported in 100 lb. packets, he can satisfy himself. 
That is a straightforward matter; it is so simple 
even the hon. member can understand. My informa- 
tion is that to get away from Package Tax they have 
been putting onions in larger packages for importa- 
tion. These a re  things perhaps that the hon. member 
wakes up too late to comprehend. 

Mr. Chairman, Sir, as I say this section is giving 
difficulties in computation. I am going to suggest the 
Government has four months before this Billneed be 
passed; let the Government consider the suggestion 
that i t  be given alittle longerto see workings. As 
f a r  a s  I am concerned, the point thatwhen you divide 
the gross weight by the number of packages you do not 
arrive at the true computation of the Package Tax, 
the Government must lose revenue by adopting that 
compromise. Let the Government take a little more 
time to consider a report from the Customs and con- 
sider consulting the importers, they a re  the people 
concerned. I hope that the members of the Govern- 
ment will accept this suggestion. 

The question that Clause I stand part was put andre- 

solved in the affirmative without diviszon. 

Clause 3 was called and passed. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that you do now report the passing of one Bill in Com- 
mittee. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 



The question was put and resolved i n  the affitmative 

without division. 

* - The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER resumed 

the Chair and reported accordingly. 
4 

On motzons o f  Hon. J .  C. TUDOR seconded bg  Hon. 

C. E .  TALMA i n  each case, the Bill  was readathzrdtime 

and passed. 

SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR:. Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this sitting be now suspended for one houl: and a 
quarter. 

. Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The questzon that this sztting be now suspended for 

an hour and a quarter was put and resolvedin the affarma- 

tive without divzsion, and Mr. SPEAKER suspended the 

satting accordzngly. 

On-reassem bling 

COMPANIES (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Orderof the Day stands 
in the name of the Hon. and Learnedprime Minister 
and it is Order No. 6. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
leave for the hon. senior member for St. Joseph to 
take charge of this Order. (Laughter). I am asking 
leave to take charge of this Order in the absence of 
the Hon. and Learned Prime Minister and Minister of 
Finance. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I understand it, the Hon. 
Leader of the House i s  seeking leave to take charge of 
Order No. 6 standing in the name of the Hon. and 
Learned Prime Minister, and if  there is no objection, 
leave will be granted. IAfterapause) Therebeing no 
objection, leave i s  granted the Hon. Leader of the 

. House to take charge of this Order which is to move , 
the second reading of a Bill to amend the Companies 
Act, 1910. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this Bill be now read a second time. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The questzon was put and resolved i n  the affirmative 

without division. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the 
House go into Committee on this Bill. 

a 
Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved i n  the affirmative 

without dzvision. 

Mr. SPEAKER l e f t  the Chair and the House went into 

Committee on the Bill,  hfr. YEARWOOD i n  the Chair. 

The three Clauses o f  the Bill were calledandpassed.  

The Schedule was called and agreed to. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that you do now report the passing of this Bill in 
Committee. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The guestzon was put and resolved in the affzrmatiae , - 

wzthout dioision. 

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER resumed 

the Chair and reported accordingly. 

On nlotzons o f  ilon. .I. C. TllDOl:, s ~ c o h d e d  b y  [iott. 
C. E. TALUA in each cnsr ,  the Rill was reado thirdtzme 

and passed. 

PATENTS (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day aIso 
stands in the name of the Hon. and Learned Prime 
Minister and Minister of Finance. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
leave to take charge of this Billinthe absence of the 
Hon. and Learned Prime Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Leader of the House is 
asking leave to take charge of this Order standing in 
the name of the Hon. and Learned Prime Minister, and 
unless' there be any objection, leave will be granted. 
(After a pause), There being no objection, leave is 
granted the Hon. Leader of the House to take charge 
of this Order which is Order No. 7:- To move the 
second reading of a Bill to amend the Patents Act, 
1903. 
4.25 p.m. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, hon. members 
will see that this is a Bill to amend the Patents Act, 
1903 to revise the several fees payable thereunder. 
The Object of this Bill is set out in two o r  three para- 
graphs. The fees payable are set out in Section 47 of 
the Act. I beg to move that the Bill be now read a 
second time. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, some time 
ago I threw out a hint of certain things in Barbados 
needed changing and then congratulate Barbados for 
having very low charges. 

I am very glad to see this Billto amend the Pa- 
tents Act, 1903 to revise the several fees payable 
thereunder. I said that to the hon. member and he told 
the Prime Minister. I congratulate the Prime Minis- 



t e r  fo r  accepting the advice o r  taking the hint which 
was made. 

It is hardly anticipated that this Bill would bring 
in any great revenue. There are other statutes which 
the fees can be raised if there is need for a rise in 
taxation and I would suggest to the Hon. Minister of 
Finance that he go through manyof those statutes for 
which fees are  payable to the Registrar and make in- 
creases accordingly if there is any need for raising 
more revenue. 

The Registrar is also Registrar of business 
names and the Primo Minister may find that an 
amendment of the fees on business names might be 
very profitable. There are  not a large number of 
business names which are  registered annually but I 
hope that the Hon. Prime Ministerwill consider this 

O n  motion of Hon. J .  C .  TUDOR, seconded by  Hon. P 

G. G. FERGUSSON, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the  pass ing,  
+ 

o f  one Bi l l  i n  Committee.  

Mr. S P E A K E R  resumed the Chair and reported ac- 
,, 

cording1 y. $ 

*, 

O n  separate mot ions  of Hon. J .  C .  TUDOR, s e c o n d e ~  

b y  Hon. G. G.  FERGUSSOA1 i n  e a c h  c a s e ,  the  Bil l  w a s  I 

read a third t ime and passed.  

THE ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, so f a r a s  I can 
see, this concludes Government Business. The House # 

P 
had dealt with all the Budget Proposals andthe Gov- 

I I 

ernment has repliedto questions raised by hon. mem- 
bers on the other side, and I am pleased to notice that 
in dealing with these matters, on no occasion has the * 

House been asked to divide on any of the Budget Bills 
1 

o r  Resolutions. 

Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that this House do 8 

now stand adjourn until Tuesdaynext, 18th July, 1967, 
at 2.30 o'clock p.m. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON. I beg to second that. 

T h e  quest ton was put and r e s o h e d  i n  the  affirmative 

wt thout  d iv i s ion .  I 

i f r .  S P E A K E R  adjourned the  Flouse accordznyly.  
I 

4.35 p.m. 
- + '  

aspect in his next Budget Speech. AS I have said, I 
am glad that he has followed the advice of the hon. 
senior member for St. Thomas. 

I 'b? quest ion that thzs Hill be now read a second  time 

was pu! und r e s o l t ~ ~ d  cn the  af f i rmat ice  without diz rtston. 

U7r motion o f  Hon. J .  C .  TUDOR, seconded  by  Y o n .  
C. G. I.'EUGl;SSOh', Ilr..SPEAKEK l e f t  the  ( 'hair and the 

i f o o s r  cwnt cnto Conlnlcttee on the B d l ,  Vr .  YEARR'OOD 
(;I /he  ('hair. 

C l n u s ~ s  I ,  2, 3, and 4 were cal led and passed.  

l 'he  Sc.heduIe u.as c.nlled and passed.  




