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(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SECOND SESSION OF 1966 - 71

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Tuesday, 4th July, 1967

Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of As-
sembly met at 12 noon. o’clock today.

PRESENT
His Honour J. E."T. BRANCKER, Q. C.,F.Z.S.,
(Speaker); Mr. L. E. SMITH, J.P.; Hon. C. E. TALMA,

(Minister of Health and Community Development);Hon. J. C.

TUDOR, M.A., (Minister of Education); Mr. J. W. CORBIN;

’

~Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON, (Minister of Trade, Tourism,

Co-operatives and Fisheries); Mr. R. ST.C. WEEKES,
J.P.; Mr. W. R. LOWE; Hon. N. W. BOXILL, (Minister of

Communications andWorks );Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS, (Mun-

esterof Agmeulture,Labour andNatwonal Insurance); Sir G, H.

- ADAMS, C.M.G., Q.C., B.A., D.C.L. (Hon.) (Leader of

the Opposition); and Mr. C. A. E. HOPPIN, J.P.

Prayers were read.

MINUTES

Mr., SPEAKER: I am advised that there are yet
no Minutes for confirmation, and this is inno way due
to the present staffing of this Chamber as is instantly
constituted,

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mrx. Speaker, I beg to give
notice of a Resolution to place the sum of $19,800 at
the disposal of the Government to supplement the Es-
timates, 1967-68 Part 1 - Current as shown in the
Supplementary Estimates, 1967-68 No, 4 which forms
the Schedule to the Resolution.

Also, I beg to give notice of a Resolution to place
the sum of $4,129 at the disposal of the Government
to supplement the Estimates, 1967-68 Part I - Cur-
rent as shown in the Supplementary Estimates, 1967~
68 No. 5 which forms the Schedule to the Resolution.

Also, I beg to give notice of my intention to move
the House into Committee of Supply at its next Sitting
to deal with these two Resolutions of whichnotice has
just been given,

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS
QUESTIONS

Mr., SPEAKER: The hon. senior member for St.
Joseph. His Question re beach land.

Mr. SMITH: To enquire of the appropriate Min-
ister:-

1. Is it the intention of the Government to ac-
quire beach land at various sites in all the parishes
where sites are available, for the purpose of building
resort houses for the workers?

2. If the answer is ‘“Yes'’, can the Minister
take immediate action to buy land and erect such
houses?

Mr. SPEAKER: The same hon, member, His
question re a Loan Board.

Mz, SMITH: Mxr. Speaker, to enquire of the ap-
propriate Minister:-

1. Will the Minister considerthe advisability
of establishing a small Industries Loan Board, forthe
purpose of assisting small manufacturers with small
loans especially artisans, cabinet makers, upholster-
ers etc.?

2. If the answer is “‘Yes’’, can the Minister
take immediate steps to implement the scheme?

Mr. SPEAKER: The same hon. member. His
question re a bridge at Coggin's.

Mr. SMITH: To enquire of the appropriate Minis-
ter:-

1. Is Government aware of the hardship
caused to the people of St. Andrew by the long delay
in reconstructing the bridge at Coggin’s, St. Andrew?
Is Government further aware that this bridge wasout
of use since late last year? ’

2, If the answer is ‘‘yes’’, would Gove rnment
expedite the reconstruction of this bridge in aneffort
to alleviate the hardship caused to the people in the
area.

Mr. SPEAKER: The same hon. member. His
question re telephones in outlying parishes.
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Mr. SMITH: To enquire of the appropriate Minis-
texr.-

1, Has the Government’s attention been
drawn to the great necessity of having telephones
available in the outlying districts or parishes?

2, Is Government aware that a notice is
posted on the Highways and Transport Office at
Belleplaine, St. Andrew, forbidding the use of the
telephone,while private persons are often making their
telephones available to their neighbours and general
public?

3. If the answerto question2isinthe affirm-
ative, will Government cause such notice to be taken
down, and to permit persons to make necessary tele-
phone calls?

NOTICES

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, Sir,Ibeg
to give notice of the following Resolution:-

BE IT RESOLVED that this House notes the
Financial Statement and Budgetary Proposals for the
fiscal year 1967-68 contained in a statement made in
this Honourable House on Friday, 30th June, 1967, by
the Minister of Finance.

" b 4

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move
the suspension of Standing Orders Nos. 5,14, 16, 18,
19, 40 and 45 for the remainder of today’s Sitting.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

Mr. SPEAKER: Accordingly, I declare those
seven Standing Orders duly suspended for the remain-~-
der of the day’s Sitting.

12.25 p.m.

RESOLUTION re CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY
OF CANADA

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, before we pro-
ceed with the business of the day’s sitting, I would
like to move the passing of the following Resolution:-

WHEREAS the citizens of Canada have cele-
brated on July 1st, 1967, the centennial anniversary of
the Union of their country; and

WHEREAS the citizens of Barbados and Canada
have long been bound by the strongest ties of friend-
ship and co-operation to their mutual benefit; and

- WHEREAS the people of both countries cherish
and maintain the principles of free Parliamentary
Institutions; (

BE IT RESOLVED that this House warmly con-
gratulates Mr, Speaker and other Members of the
House of Commons of Canada on this significant event
and sends through them its best wishes for the con-
tinued prosperity of the people of Canada.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mr. Speaker
be requested to convey the text of this Resolution to
the Speaker of the House of Commons of Canada.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that the people of the
whole Commonwealth and othex countries have re-
joiced with the people of Canada on the occasion of
their Centennial anniversary. Here, in Barbados,
where the warmest ties of friendship and affection
are held between the Canadians and the citizens of our
country, there has beenno less rejoicingeven if some
what subdued. Ithink it isvexy fitting on this occasion
that this House should, in some meadsure, pay tribute
to the people of Canada by way of congratulation on
this important landmark in their history and to send
to them on this occasion our very best wishes for
their continual advancement. ’

The ties of friendship between this country and
Canada are long standing and théy have been very
valuable on both sides. There has been the utmost
co-operation of more than a century between us par-
ticularly in the matter of trade between this country
and Canada aswell as between Canada and other parts
of the Caribbean, Perhaps, more important than trade
has been the co-operation which has been forged be-
tween individuals and institutions; and in recent years
the people of the West Indies, Barbados included, have
had very much to thank the Canadian Government and
its people for. There has been massive assistance in
exportation, in the training of various personnel, in
scholarships awarded to Barbadians in many fields
as well as hard, solid cash donated by the Govern-
ment of Canada to various projects inthisisland and
in other parts of the region. The hon. member, who,
1 believe, will second the motion for the passing of
this Resolution, will have his own examples to draw
from all the co~operation which has existed between
the Government and the people of Canada and this
region, Barbados included. More especially in recent
years there has been the warmest advantage heaped
upon this country certainly by the opportunities which
have been opened up in Canada forworkers, particu-
larly domestics, from this country and the advantages
reaped in many homes by this emigration, not to ‘speak
of the advantages for self-advahcement which those
young men and women leaving this country to seek
their fortunes in a bigger country afield.

Apart from all this, the Canadian people have,
by their own example and exertion, shown to the world
that great and powerful countries which are econo-
mically viable are, in a large measure, the best
friends of poor and undeveloped countries, The repu~
tation and prestige which the Government and the peo-
ple of Canada enjoy inthe outside world are deserv-
ingly high, and no appeal for help or co-operation
from other parts of the world have gone unheeded
or unheard in the Government Service. They have
lavished their wealth, devotion and co-operation in
all international endeavours in many countries and
millions of people have much cause to thank the: Gov=
ernment and people of Canada in recent years. Inside
their own.countries they have maintaified with some
distress from time to time, their institutions, their
parliamentary system, like ours, is well éstablished
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and they have managed to weld together several
countries into a single nation which has lasted for 100
years, and whatever their problems, and there are
many, they have shown to the world that the basic
pnity among them and the Caribbean, between the
separate countries and Canada is something which
exemplifies their basic unity. Sir, for all of these
reasons, we warmly congratulate the citizens of this
great Commonwealth country on this very historic
phase in their lives, and wish them good fortune and
prosperity in the centuries to come. Mr. Speaker, 1
have great pleasure in moving the passing of this
Resolution.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, I regret
that it was only after I took my seat that I realised
that this Resolution would be passed, otherwise, I
would have drawn from my memory the outstanding
events which have taken place between Canada and the
former Government of this Island andthe Federation
of the West Indies. I think very highly of Canada and
I make no secret about expressing my views about
our duty to look to Canada as afoster-mother as re-
gards the ties, commexrcially, at any rate, whichhave
existed between us for a long time, and which still
exist, There are some advocates of West Indian unity
who advocate and try to persuade the Canadian people
to accept us as a new political unity with the West
Indies, but the Canadians on the whole felt that they
had enough headaches already without adding the
problems of the West Indies to their headaches,
12,35 p.m.

1 have very fond memories of my contact with
the Canadian leader of the Opposition, Mr. Diefen-
baker, whom I admire very greatly and of whom I
have' had many contacts, including the contact when
he visited here on holiday not so long ago. I have also
had contacts with the Canadian Government when we
were discussing aid to the West Indies. At that time
Mr. Diefenbaker was the Prime Minister and I had
the opportunity of an interview with him. That was
the time when Canada gave us $10 million for the
Federal Ship.

Sir, all my experiences have been pleasant with
Canada. I have always on my travels to London used

to go through Montreal because of the closeness which

Canada has for the West Indies and 1 have always
travelled by Trans-Canada Airlines. That is by the
way. I cannot stress too highly my personal regards
for Canada and I do repeat that they feel, so far as I
myself have seen, that the future aims of the West
Indies should be closer ties with Canada than anybody
else.

To one of the staff of a Canadian overseas news=
paper - I believe the Toronto Staff - in his represen-
tation of Barbados, he thought that I was a Canadian.
I always feel that our future lies with the closest pos-
sible contacts with Canada. The Hon. Leader of the
House would receive more benefits if his contacts to-
wards Canada and the West Indies were more.

I repeat, it will be of great benefit to us if our
contacts with Canada and the West Indies were more

and it is my only hope that these ties between the
West Indies and Canada will continue and itis not too
late that we have taken steps to see that we continue
what I feel is in our best interest by aligning our-
selves with Canada rather than anybody else, If there
had been delay in taking steps to strengthen those
ties, it is not too late to retrace our steps.

I think it is unfortunate that I have to state that
in such a serious thing as the recent local celebra-
tions by Canada, Barbados got let down by not in-
cluding members of the Opposition, I do not know if
the way in which the Government treated the Opposi~
tion is becoming epidemic, but I know it was an in-
cident which the Canadian High Commissionexrwould
deeply deprecate. However, I think that it is honest to
mention that without that blemish, we of the Opposi-
tion are more willing than the Government to acknow-
ledge the greatness of Canada.

It needs repeating, speaking on behalf of mem-
bers on this side and I, how gladl am indeed of see-
ing Canada go on from strength to strength.

Mr. SPEAKER: May I preface my remark with
remarks made by both the Hon. Leader of the House
and the Hon. Leader of the Opposition in suppoxrting
this Resolution.

Hon. members who are in favour will please
say ‘‘Aye’’ and hon. members who are not in favour
will please say ‘‘No’’. Methinks the ‘‘Ayes’® have it
and I declare this Resolution to have been carried
unanimously.

In connection with the last paragraph of the
Resolution that Mr. SPEAKER be requested to con~-
vey the text of this Resolution to the Speaker of the
House of Commons of Canada, I as chief servant of
this House am willing to do all that I can personally
and otherwise that the House is of the unanimous
opinion that I should do.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mzx. Speaker, I beg to move
that Government Business be now taken.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.
FINAL APPROPRIATION (1966-67) BILL, 1967

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that Item No. 2 be taken as the first Order of the day.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

12,45 p.m,
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 2 is the instantorder
of the day and it stands in the name of the hon. and
learned Prime Minister.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, 1 am asking
leave to take charge of this inthe absence of the Hon.
and Learned Prime Minister.

Mr, SPEAKER: The Hon. Leader of the House is
asking leave of the House to take charge of this Order.
If there is no objection, leave will be granted.

There being no objection, leave is granted to
the Hon. Leader of the House to move the second
reading of a Bill to grant an additional sum of money
out of the Consolidated Fund and to appropriate the
same for the service of the Island forthe year ended
31st March, 1967,

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I think hon.
members will see that this Bill is in its customary
form. It has to do with the supplementary appropria-
tions for the last financial year which according to
law have to be consolidated into a supplementary Ap-
propriation Bill, This Bill is therefore the final Ap-
propriation Bill in respect of that financial year
which ended on 31st March, 1967, The Schedule gives
all the information of the supplementary Resolutions
which have already passed this House in the last few
weeks.

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second
time.
Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The qiestion was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the
House go into Committee on this Bill,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmati ve

without division,

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House went into
Committee on the Bill, Mr. YEARWOOUD in the Chair,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, I begto move
that the Preamble be postponed.

-Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

The question was pul and resolved in the affirmative
without division,

Clauses 1 to } inclusive were called and passed.

The Schedule was called and passed.

The Preamble was called and passed,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, I begto move

that you do now report the passing of one Bill in Com~- '

mittee,

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without diviston,

Ur. SPEAKER  resumed the  Chair and reported

accordingly.
Myr. SPEAKER: The Chairman has repozrted to
me the passing in Committee of one Bill.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that this Bill be now read a third time.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division, .

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that this Bill do now pass. ’

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

wethout dreesion.,

Mr. SPEAKER: Accordingly 1 declare this Bill
duly to be passed andbe cited as the final Appropria-
tion Bill, 1967.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mz, Speaker, I beg to move
that Order No. 1 be taken as the next Order of the
Day.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,
12.55 p.m.
BARBADOS CITIZENSHIP BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: The instant Order of the Day is
now Oxder No. 1 under Government Business, and it
stands in the name of the Hon, and Learned Prime
Minister:- To move the second reading of a Bill to
provide for the acquisition, deprivation and renuncia~
tion of citizenship of Barbados and for purposes in-
cidental to or connected therewith,

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, 1 am asking
leave to take charge of this Order in the absence of
the Hon. and Learned Prime Minister.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon, Leader of the Houseis
asking leave to take charge of this Orderwhich stands
in the name of the Hon. and Learned Prime Minister,
and unless there be any objection, leave will be
granted. ( After a pause ). There being no objection,
leave is granted and the Hon, Leader of the House
may proceed.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, 1 do hope that
by now all hon, members have had a good opportunity
to study the provisions of this most important Bill,
It arises, as you know, Sir, out of the provisions of
the Constitution of this country. Chapter 2 of the Con-
stitution of Barbados, as hon. members are well
aware, is the Chapter which deals with citizenship,

-
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the terms and conditions upon which personsin Bar-
bados are or can become citizens of Barbados, per-
sons who were born in, and who became citizens of
Barbados, on the 30th November 1966, persous en-
titled to be vegistered as citizens and persons born
in Barbados after the 29th November 1966. The con-
ditions covering all such categories of persons are
laid down in certain sections of the Constitution as
well as persons who were born outside of Barbados
after 29th November, 1966. However, Sir, it is this
section 9 of the Constitution of Barbados which spe-
cifically empowers Parliament to make provision
for the acquisition of citizenship of Barbados by per-
sons who do not become citizens by virtue of the pro-
visions of Chapter 2 of the Constitution; and, of
course, there is also provision made for depriving of
citizenship of Barbados any person who is a citizen
of Barbados otherwise than by virtue of sub-section
1 or sub-section 2 of section 2 or section 4 or section
S,

Since it devolves on Parliament to make specific
provisions covering this very wide and important
area, this Bill makes provision and sets out the terms
and conditions upon which citizenship can be gained
or under which it can be deprived or set aside. The
Bill makes provision for the acquisition, deprivation
and renunciation of citizenshipof Barbados. The first
part of the Bill deals with preliminary matters such
as the interpretation of various expressions, and, of
course, the application of existing laws in relationto
the citizens of the republic of Ireland, whichis not a
Commonwealth country, as hon, members know.

Part 2 of the Bill deals with the acquisition of
citizenship and provides in Clause 4 for the registra-
tion as citizens of Barbados of persons who are
citizens of the Republic of Ireland or of any of the
countries mentioned in the First Schedule, and people
who have been ordinary residents in Barbados or
have been in the service of the Government of Bar-
bados and so on. The details of registration are set
out. It would be at the discretion of the Minister ex~
cept in certain cases of certain persons who are en-
titled to register under Sections 3 and 6 of the Con-
stitution. Provision in also made in the second part
of the Bill for a person to be registered as a citizen
of Barbados of the minor child of any citizen of Bax-
bados and for the acquisition of citizenship by natura-
lisation of aliens and British protected persons who
satisfy the responsible Minister that they are quali-
fied for naturalisation under the provisions of the
Second Schedule as laid down.

Part three of the Bill deals withthe loss of citi-
zenship, whether by deprivation or renunciation, In
the case of renunciation, that is covered by a certain
provision in section 7 of the Constitution and depriva~
tion, as hon. members will see, is covered by the
order of the Minister. Clause 9 of the Constitution
sets out the grounds on which people who become
citizens by virtue of Section 2 (3) of the Constitution
or by registration or by naturalisation may be de-
prived of citizenship. There is quite a lot of detail
about the rights of persons to be observedbefore de-
privation Orders are made and certain safeguards

are written which hon. members will have studied
very carefully.

Clause 10 also empowers the Minister to deprive
of his citizenship of Barbados any person who is a
citizen by naturalisation, and is also a citizen of a
Commonwealth country or the Republic of Ireland un-
der certain conditions. This is probably one of the
most important bits of legislation which this House
will have to consider for some time and 1 know that
hon. members will give the minute st and most scrupu~
lous attention to these provisions. Since this Bill has
been introduced, there are some amendments which
the Government would like to put in at the appro-
priate time, and it is also possible that members on
the other side may wish to draw to our attention cer-
tain things on which clarification orelucidation might
probably be made, so that I think it would be appro-
priate for me to say no more at this stage, but to
await the appropriate occasion for the introduction
of our own amendments and the further passage of
this Bill. 1 beg to move that this Bill be now read a
second time.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

Mr. St. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, we, onthis side, ap-
preciate the necessity of this bit of legislation and we
have given very careful scrutiny to the suggested pro-
posals. There are a number of matters whichwe feel
should be incorporated in the Bill and there are a
number of provisions in the Bill which appear to us,
on examination, to be in conflict with the provisions
of the Constitution, and we would like to draw them
to the attention of the Hon, Minister at the appropriate
time. In part 2 of this Bill which seeks to deal with
the registration of a class of person who is consti-
tutionally entitled to register as a citizen, I mean
those Commonwealth citizens who were residents in
Barbados immediately preceding the 30th November,
the appointed day. In all Constitutions special pro-
vision is made to ensure that they have what is known
as constitutional entitlement to registration and in
the Constitution of Barbados it makes that provision.
1.05 p.m,

Under the Constitution of Barbados, it makes
such provision that the Minister may refuse to regis-
ter as a citizen of Barbados any person who is en-
titled to be registered as a citizen of Barbados or ap-
plies to be registered as a citizen of Barbados if he
considers that it would not be in the interest of Na-
tional Security and subject to such regulations as may
be prescribed in the interest of public policy.

We are unhappy about the persecution which is
taking place, under sub-section 3, of Section 4. We
feel that just as inthe deprivation sections the Minis~
ter instituted to hear complaints has to set out the
circumstances under which he deprived a person of
his rights of citizenship, we feel that a similar pro-
vision should be incorporated to deal with those peo-
ple who were constitutionally entitled to be registered
and that the matter should not be left to the whims
and caprices of the Minister.
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We do not agree that by Section 12, decision of
the Minister cannot be questioned. There is anumber
of other details which we feel would better be dealt
with in Select Committee appointed on the clear
understanding that this is a matter of urgency and
should be dealt with as quickly as possible.

There is also another class of people about whose
position I would like the Hon, Minister to inform the
House of today because that particular practice in
other Commonwealth Countries, is to have aclassof
people who are not citizens but people who have per-
manent resident status. This is something whichhas
been dealt with to a large extent in Canada.

This Bill does not now deal withthat; as I under-
stand it, if they lived here for a particular period of
time. They are deemed to be natives of Barbados
and they cannot be deported. The Trinidad Govern-
ment has a Bill to deal with all of these people in one
comprehensive body of regulations. Perhaps, it might
be the policy of this Government to deal with these
people by allowing these people to await the compre-
hensive regulations consequently to be introduced,
but I would draw to the attentionof the Hon. Minister
that notice has been taken by another state to that
body of uncertain status who happen to be residing
in the country. It is to clear up and clarify any un-
certainty with respect to this body resident in the
country for a number of years but have not been suc-
cessful in making application but who know their
status is of permanent residence,

Mr, Speaker, I do not think that in this House it
is an appropriate place to deal with the necessary
amendments which we want to put forward to sections
four, five, eight and twelve.

Mrx. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Sir, we are very glad
that the. amendments to the Constitution of the people
who would qualify for acquisition, deprivation and re-
nunciation of citizenship of Barbados were largely
agreed to between the Government and the Opposition
at the London Conference. However, there are certain
aspects of this question which have been dealt with in
other countries, Canada and other Commonwealth
Caribbean territories.

There are parts of the Barbados Constitution
law which were strongly opposed but I am glad to
say that some of them dealing with this matter have
found themselves in this Bill to a large extent with
many of the views expressed by the Opposition. For
example, there are applications of many persons for
citizenship which we saw no reason why they should
be abrogated. We are glad that people inother coun-
tries who have applied for citizenship will be able to
do so without let or hindrance.

There are one or two points of discrimination
which the London Conferences viewed with suspicion
and which Commonwealth citizens have to do in part.
We find it amusing that the Government agreed to
a slightly shorter period and the Government which
was arguing for a period of seven years is prepared
to accept a provision for aperiod of five years. I say,

Mr. Speaker, we find it amusing and it has been some-~
what already recognised by the Government of other
territories. I am in agreement with the hon. senior
member for Christ Churchindeploring the provisions
in one or two of the Clauses of this Bill.

1.15 p.m.

Speaking for myself, I certainly find section 4,
subsection (3) to be unconstitutional in so far as it
purports to apply to Commonwealth citizens who have
been resident in Barbados for seven years. I would
support most warmly the suggestion that this Bill be
referred to a Select Committee, butI think it my duty
at this stage to say that I hope we will never see an-
other Bill which places the Ministers’ consideration -
as section 4 subsection 3 does as being one of the
matters which the constitution says must be pre-
scribed by positive law. In London we fought to make
it clear that any Commonwealth citizen who has been
resident in Barbados for seven years is constitu-
tionally entitled to be registered as acitizenof Bar-
bados. Mr. Speaker, I have some hope that we will
have, those of us who are interested, anextended op-
portunity of analysing the provisions of this Bill.
Therefore we do not at this stage intend to go into
the details but when the Schedule comes to be dis-
cussed, I hope that the Government will consider very
seriously whether it is satisfied that the Emigration
Act which is substantially amended by this Act - be-
cause the whole concept of a native of Barbados will
go altogether if this Billis passed. I hope the Govern-
ment will consider whether thexre are enough persons
who understand how to construe an Actof Parliament
and that a sufficient amount of legal advice is being
given to the Emigration officers who at present ad-
minister the Emigration Act,

We in the Opposition hope very much that the
whole resource of the Ministry of Home Affairs will
be available to the Police Emigration Department to
assist them in those difficult cases where they do not
always understand how to apply the law where mis-
takes are made, where persons who may be entitled
to reside here are harrassed by the Emigration Of-
ficials and are afraid to leave the Island because they
do not know what their position will be when they re-
turn and also find themselves in many cases worried
about taking jobs, because they think that they may
be required to apply for a work permit first,

Mr, Speaker, they are my comments on the Bill
dat this stage and its passage through this House.

The question that the Bill be read a second time was

put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Mr. St. JOHN: I beg to move that this matter be
referred to a Select Committee.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I beg to second that.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, I would
like to make a suggestion to amend the motion by add-
ing that the Other Place be askedfor a joint sitting of
both Chambers because this is avery important mat-
ter,
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" Mr. SPEAKER: I appreciate what the Hon, Leader
of the Opposition has said, but in any event, I would
like even if there is to be such a motion, to put the
motion of the Hon. and Learned member for Christ
Church “that this" Bﬂl be now referred to a Select
Cothmittee.

The question was pul and resolved in the affirmative

w ztbout division.

Mr. SPEAKER: This Bill will now be referredto
a Select Committee, and to serve thereon I invite
thé following hon, members -

" The Hon. Leader of the House, ‘the ‘Hon. and
Learned member for St. Philip, the hon, junior mem-
ber for Christ Church, the Hon. and Learned senior
member for Christ Church, the Hon. and Learned
iember for St. Thomas, the hon. senior member for
Bidgetown. :

I am willing to be associated with the hon. mem-
bers whom I have just named and each of whom, may
I _assume, is willing to serve. I accordingly declare
thét those hon. members along with myself coiistitute
the Select Committee,

““Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, with respect to
the vety interesting suggestion made by the Hon.
Léader of the Opposition - I do not of course know
what Your Honour's ruling was, - but surely there
will be no objection to the Select Committee co-
opting any person whether or not a member of the
Other Chamber to assist in its labours, but I do not
know if the Other Place could take part as such be-
cause the Bill is not yet before them. If there is any
Way where they can assist hon. members, I do not
think there will be ‘any difficulty.

1 25 p.m.

' Mz, SPEAKER: I would not like to have to rule
off-hand as to whether we can appoint as members of
a Select Committee of this House hon. members of
another place, particularly of a place which has a
higher jurisdiction but surely, we might, as a Select
Committee, notify the Learned Attorney General and
members of that legal Department, who are not mem-
béts of this Chamber, to be associated with our Com-
mittee in its deliberations.

" Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, if Iamin
order, would it be infra dig for us to invite the At-
torney General if the Other Place could invite us if
they would like us to join them in a Select Committee?

Mr. SPEAKER: If the Hon, Leader of the House
had not stated that this Bill was not yet before the
Other Place, 1 would suggest that we pass a Resolu-
tion inviting the members of the Other Place to be
associated with us in our labours, but the Bill is not
before them.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, as hon. mem-
bers know, a Bill can only get before the Other Place
when we pass it here in all of its stages. We have
decided to send this Bill to a Select Committee of

certain hon. members of this House; therefore, there
is no way in which the Other Place could be' seized of
the Bill untilwe have finished withit. I was wondering
whether there was some informal way in which the
Committee of this House might co-opt persons who
are not members of this House, to join in the deliber-
ations of the Committee. Provided that our rules do
not exclude that, I think that is the way to get around
the position so as to co~opt whoeverwe like when the
Committee meets.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, we cannot
co-opt these members. We can follow the usual prac-
tice. It is absurdto say that this Bill cannot come be-
fore members of the Other Place until we deal with
it. The practice is here in ‘‘May’s Parliamentary
Practice’’, page 659, in my Edition, which is the
fifteenth Edition.

Mr. SPEAKER: I thank the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition. I had in mind Standing Order 56 (1) which
reads as follows:-

‘““A Select Committee shall have power to send
for persons, papers and records and shall have leave
to report its opinion and observations, together with
the Minutes of evidence taken before it, to the House.?

If the Select Committee has power to send for
persons, papers and records, surely it has the power
to invite the aid of the Crown Law Officers in any of
its deliberations.

Mr. St. JOHN: Mr, Speaker, in the 16th Edition
of May’s Parliamentary Practice’’ under the heading
‘* Appointment of Joint Committees’’, this is what is
stated:~

“‘Joint Committees composed of anequal number
of members of each House are appointed from time
to time at the instance of one House or the other.

A joint committee may be appointed to consider a
particular matter or bill, or to consider anumber of
bills, or to consider all matters of a particular class
arising during the course of the session ox such of
them as are referred to the committee by either
House. The proposal for the appointment of a joint
committee on a matter, oxr a standing joint committee
may originate with either House, but a proposal for
the committal of a bill to a joint committee can regu-
larly originate only with the House in which the bill
is pending.

If either House considers it expedient that a joint
committee should be appointed to consider some mat-
ter, or that abill should be committed to a joint com-
mittee, it passes a resolution to that effect, and sends
a message to the other House to inform it of the
resolution and to desire its concurrence. If the other
House concurs in the resolution, it sends a message
to that effect to the first House which then appoints
a committee informing it that it has done so, and re-
questing the other House to appoint an equal number
of its members to join with this request, and sends a
message to the first House to inform it that it has
done so."”
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. Mr. SPEAKER: That is one of the things which
was passing in my mind when it was pointed out that
this matter was not-yet before the Other Place. It
might well be quite within the power of this Chamber
to pass a special Resolution apprising the Other Place
of what we are engaged upon and what they would have
every reason to believe would come before them. I
would not rule that to be out of order.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, we, onthis side,
would not resistthat, The only thing is that, according
to this procedure as pointed out by the hon. member
on the other side, it involves the passage of four
Resolutions and the sending of three Messages. That
is about two weeks ofexercise. Iwas wondering if we
could not short-circuit that by the simple, if allow-
able, method of co-opting membexrs.

1.35 p.m.

Mr., SPEAKER: I do not think that we have the
power to co-opt members of the Other Place to a
Select Committee on this matter. We can only by a
Resolution of this House to the Other Place invite
einbers of the Other Place to ameeting with mem-
bers of this Chamber to resolve these differences.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, as regards
that we have precedents on the question and that is
when those members were members of the Legisla-
tive Council.

I would therefore say that we cando it by Resolu-
tion such as:-

““RESOLVED that this House invite the Other
Place to appoint a Committee to meet a Committee
of this House as a joint committee to consider and
report on the Bill to provide for the acquisition, de-
privation and renunciation of citizenship of Barbados
and for purposes incidental to or connected there-
with,”’

I think that is all that is necessary.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Resolution would normally
be by message to the Other Place and the message

will then contain the Resolution as has been passed
by this Chamber.

The questionthat this Resolution do now pass was put

and resolved tn the affirmative without division.

Hon. J. _C.kr TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that a message be sent to the Other Place embodying
the terms of the Resolution now passed.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

w ithout division.

RATES OF INCOME TAX BILL, 1967

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that Order No. 9 be the next Order of the day.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put-und-fesolvéd in the affirmative
without division. o ’

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr..Speaker, I ask leave of
the House that I take charge of this Item in the ab-
sence of the Hon., and Learned Prime Minister.

There being no objection, leave was grantedthe Hon,
Minister.

. Mr, SPEAKER: This order now stands in the
name of the Hon. Leader of the House: Second read-
ing of a Bill to settle theratesof Income Tax for the
year 1967, and to make provision for certain other
matters in connection with the levying of the said Tax.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Spea.ker, hon. members
would see that this Bill isinits customary form It is
required to be passed every year although there has
not been any change in the rates of Income Tax.

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second
time. ' ’

Hon, C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, we are
aware that these rates of income tax for the year
1967 have not been mcreased. However, Mr. Speaker,
does the Minister think this, B1ll requires coming
before the House every year? We were much happy
when the Prime Minister said that the rates of Ipcome
Tax do not require revision taken of them for this
financial year. ‘ ‘

We are told that much valuable time is takexi up
of the legal draughtmen to get this Bill ready for the
Minister to put before this House. We hope that the
future income tax revisions will leave the Rates of
Income Tax alone whenthe rates are notto be changed
so that every single word of the Bill would not have
to be repeated every year. ' '

It will be interesting to work out how much. rrioney
has been spent since 1943 on the annual passing of
this Act, when you thmk of the time taken by the legal
draughtsmen, the time of the Ministers and the other
details necessary to bring this Bill before the House,
1.45 p.m. o B

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, the Hon.
Leader of the House does not remember that this is
just an imperialist pracuce. I thought the new. dlS"
pensation, -the colomalism gone, the Hon. Mlmsterox
Finance would have got the idea.

The question that the Bill be read a second time was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that Your Honour do. now leavg the Chair .and the
House go into Committee on this Bill. _

The gquestion was put and resolvrd in the affirmative
without division.

" Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House wentmto
Committee on the Bill, Mr. YEARWOOD ' in the Chair.
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. Clauses 1 and 2 were called and passed,

N The Schedule was called and passed.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that you do now. repoxrt the passing of one Bill in
Committee.

, Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second. that,

The question w as put and resolved in the affirmative
w zﬂ:out division.

Mr, SPEAKER' The Chairman has reported to
me the passing of one Bill in Committee. .

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: ,Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that this Bill be now read a third time.
C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affzrmatne
without division.,

R Hoii.

. Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, 1 beg to move
that this Bill do now pass.

Hon. C, E,:,‘ TALMA: I beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.
) Hon. J C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that Item No. 8 be the next Order of the Day.

) Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

‘The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

. Mr, SPEAKER: Accordingly, the instant Order
of the Day is No, 8 which stands in the name of the
Hon. and Learned Minister of Finance.

The Hon. Leader of the House rose to seek leave
to take charge of Item No, 8, and if there is no ob-
jection, leave will be granted.

Them being no objection, leave is granted.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Spea.ker, again as hon.
membexrs will recall, the provisions of this Bill were
imparted to the House in the Budgetary Statement
given by the Hon. Minister of Finance last week, It
amends the Act dealing with the same subject which
was passed last year and therefore it reduces from
5 cents to 3 cents the duty whichwas paid in respect
of bingo tickets and from 20 cents to 12 cents in the
dollar or part of the dollar which is usually payable
in respect of the tickets.

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second

time.
_Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the: affirmative
wz’tkout division.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the
House go into Committee on this Bill

-Hone C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.
1,55 p.m.

Clauses 1 and 3 inclusive were called and passed,

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I1begto move, Mr, Chairman,
that you do now report the passing of one Bill in
Committee.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I 'beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr.
the Chair and reported accordingly.

SPEAKER resumed

On'motions of Hon. J. C. TUDOR,
C.E.TALMA in each case, the Bill -

time and passed.

seconded by Hon.

was read a third

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that this. sitting be now suspended for an hour and a
quarter.

CI E.

Hon. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question that this sitting be now suspended for
.an hour and a q uarter, was put and resolved in the affirma-

tive withow division, and Mr, SPEAKER suspended the

sitting accordingly.

On re-assembling,

CARIBBEAN FREE TRADE ASSOCIATION BILL
Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that Order No. 3 be taken as the next Order of the
Day.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

w tthout division.

Mr, SPEAKER: The next Oxder of the Day stands
in the name of the Hon. and Learned Prime Minister:-
To move the second reading of a Bill to make pro-
vision for matters arising out of the establishment of
the Caribbean Free Trade Association or otherwise.
out of agreements relating to trade with members of
the Association.

Hon. E. W. BARROW Mr. Speaker, two years
ago, on the 15th July, 1965, the Prime Minister of
Guyana and 1 met in Baxbados to discuss the feasabil~
ity of implementing a Free Trade Area between the
Governments of Guyana and Barbados. As a resultof
these discussions, on the 16th of July we issued an
invitation to the Chief Minister of Antigua, Hon. Vere
Bird, to join us in this Caribbean Free Trade Area,
which he did shortly on behalf of his Government., We
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had various meetings throughout the course of that
year culminating in a meeting at Dickensen Bay,
Antigua, early in December and the Free Trade Area
Agreement was signed on the fifteenth December
1965, at Dickensen Bay, Antigua. As I have informed
this House already, it was a remarkable Conference
in that there were 38 Ministers and Government Of-
ficials, representing almostevery race under the sun,
whether African, European, Chinese or Indian, but
certainly every race comprising the West Indian
population, and ever;lr single one of the representa-
tives at that Conference was a West Indian, There
were 38 of them and in a remarkably short space of
time, within three days, we were able to arrive at a
Convention to establish the Caribbean Free Trade
Area, unique in every respect, in economic develop-
ment of this area, borrowing, it is true, to a large
extent from the experience of people inthe European
Free Trade Area, Scandinavia, Great Britain Swit-
zerland for periods of seven and eight years.
2.00 p.m.

It is true to alarge extent that two of the leaders
of the Free Trade Areahave beenexperimenting with
it for a period of seven oreight years, but to the ex-
tent of vévising formation and institutions, In the short
space of time which the three members of the area
have been together, we have been able to arrive at a
convention to establish the Caribbean Free Trade
Area, We are now to the position which we hope to
build more substantially in the next two or three
months with our colleagues in Trinidad, Jamaica and
the Eastern Caribbean. They have already agreed
that we get together and discuss this membership.

It has taken two years to implement the decisions
which we arrived at but whenone realises that by the
Treaty of Rome in 19538, the six European countries
subscribed to the European Common Market and upto

- today more than eight years later, they have not been
able to reach the constitution which they envisaged
by the Treaty of Rome and all that they have arrived
at is their Common Market policy in 1960.

I think the countries of the Caribbean Free Trade
Area have made remarkable progress. You will re~
member, Mr, Speaker, that two short years ago, I
myself suggested that the economy of the Caribbean
was something to which this Government was striving.

The Bill which we now have before us, Mr.
Speaker' makes provision for the changes which are
necessary in our Customs Tariff Act and other in-
cidental legislation to make it possible forusto trade
with our neighbours in the Caribbean on the basis
which we require. The legislation to a large extent
has been offered and accepted by those islands with
which we are in agreement and they are served with
copies of the legislation and of the agreement which
we arrived at from time to tifne. I am veéry happy to
say that around this time two years ago this Free
Trade Area was first discussed between the Prime
Minister of Guyana and I, and within that time, 1t has
become an accomplished fact. '

It is not necessary for me to go into the details
of the twelve short clauses in this Bill. In my last
discussion with persons representing the oil inter-

ests in the neighbouting country of Antigua, they have
expressed the hope that théy will be able to resolve '
all their outstanding points of difference withthe dis-

tributors in Guyana by July 15. Knowing howoil com -
panies operate, I believe that they are too sangtine in
their expectations. The Guyana Minister of External
Affairs have projected the end of the year for the
implementation of CARIFTA. Again I join issue with
him in suggesting that the Agreement cannot be filed
in Parliament before the énd of the’ year but if I ‘take
some way between the two times suggested, 1 would
say around the middle of September.

The time we expect to hold the Heads of Govern-
ment Conférence which is Scheduled for Barbadosis
the end of this month or the month of October, We
had originally intended to meet here onthe 17th July.

" The time which I think the neighbouring territory
of Trinidad and Tobago will be ‘takingtheirfinal bid
along with the Associated States of the WestIndies to
enter the CARIFTA have not been fully circulated. In
the recent discussion I had with the Prime Minister
of Trinidad and Tobago, he said that they have not yet
finished all of the demonstrations in Canada. He

suggested that after that would be a suitable time.

Happily, we had restricted the Heads of Govern-
ments conference to start towards the énd of Septem-
ber or early in October. We have expressed the view
that the time is ripe for bringing the leaders of the
territories of the Windward and Leewaxd Islands to-
gether. We have expressed thé hope that they all
would be present and would be welcomed here in Bar-
bados. This would give the lie to all those who have
expressed the idea that we are not interested in re~
gional integration. '

The provisions of the Billwill, so to speak, clear
the ground for the implementation of a conference of
the leaders of the various areas which have to meet

here for' the caucus. For the moment this Bill is'to -
provide for the establishment of a Caribbean Free
Trade Association between the three territories ofz (

Ant1gua, Barbad0s and Guyana.

1 beg to move that this Bill be now read a second
time, -

Hon.
3.30 p.m.

Mr., ST. JOHN: We look upon this Bill as merely
a piece of legislation which seeks to provide the
machinery for bringing into force the agreement
which was laid before this House previously andwhich
was debated in here. The views of our Party. on the
Caribbean as a whole are well known to everyone
here in Barbados and we believe we will confinue to

believe as long as we are alive, that the only hope ‘
for the full improvément of the ecériomic and social

C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,
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conditions in this area can be realised in some form
of association and integration betweenthe territories
in the area. Looking at the agreement that was signed,
we on this side feel that the leaders, the signatories
to “the agreement will sooner. or later impetus to
further development in a wider field of all aspects of
trade, that very little progress wouldin fact be made
in stitnulating the economic development that is ne~
cessary, We welcome the fact that the leaders in
Jamaica and in Trinidad are showing some interest.
The ‘passage of time must have convinced them now
that in spite of the fact that they have larger popula-
tions than we in Barbados and inthe other territories
these -are only relative matters in terms of the de-
‘mands.needed to stimulate the kind of economic de~
velopments that is necessary to really improve the
standard of Uving in this country. Sir, we'will always
give our support to any measure which seeksto bring
te¥ritories of the Caribbean areas together and we
will be watching and suggesting as we regard it as
our duty not merely to take the suggestions as they
come from any department butas a responsible party
to initisteand educate the:public in the need to be
aware of Caribbean integration and Caribbeandevel«
opment as a whole, - '

The question that the Bill be read a secondtime was

put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Hon., J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the
House go into Committee on this Bill.

Hon. C. E., TALMA: I beg to second that.

 The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division, and Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the
-House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. YEARWOOD
in the Chair,

Clauses 1 to 2 were called and passed,
The Schedule was called and passed.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Chairman, I begto move
that you do now report the passing of one Bill in
Committee,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.
The-question was put and resolved in the affirmative
withow division.
Mr. SPEAKER: Mr; Chairman has reported to me
the passing of one Bill.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that this Bill be now read a third time.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The c}uestion was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that this Bill do now pass.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,

Mr. SPEAKER: Accordingly I declare this Bill
duly to have been passed.
£ . &
. The next Order of the Day stands inthe name of
the Hon. and Learned Prime Minister, and it is to
move the passing of a Resolution to.sanction the
Merchandise Marks (Amendment) Rules, 1967.

>

Hon. E. W, BARROW: Mr. Speaker, on Friday
last I gave notice during my Budget Speech that we
intended to make certain amendments to the Merchan-
dise Marks Rules in orderto provide the Government
of Barbados with legislation relating to the registra-
tion of Trade marks.

3.40 p.m,

1 indicated in the course of my address that the
effect of .the Bill would be to double t.e fees which
are payable and hon. members will find that that is
exactly what is being done in the Schedule to the Bill
which is now before us. I think that hon, members
will agree that when salaries and wages in the public
sector have been more than doubled in five years, it
is ample time that overseas firms, most of whom are
involved in the registration of trade marks, in fact,
there are few local firms which will be called upon
to pay this increased tax..Some 45% of my budgetary
proposals will be coming from firms overseas and not
from local people. at all. I think that that is what has
got a lot of people surprised, that they did not see
how we would get. $6 1/2 million without an exorbitant
increase in taxes of various kinds. Of course, we have
held something back and I still have something more
up my sleeve for those who think thatI have exhausted
the resources of taxation. I beg to move that this
Resolution do now pass.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mz, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, it is only
to be expected in the course of figures that such things
as trade marks, company tax, patent application fees
and the like are being increased so that they bear
some relationship with the matters of which the Hon.
Prime Minister has spoken, namely, increased fees
of Secretarial Staff and the money values which we
have experienced in these last 25 or 30 years. I can-
not say much about the cost of registexred trade marks
in other territories in the Caribbean, but we can pre-
sume. that this tax will not be like some of which we
will be hearing more, in that it should not cause any
shrinkage in the number of applications which are
made under Merchandise Marks Act generally. If a
businessman is registering a trade mark, he will have
to register it whether the cost is $30.00 or $50.00.
At this level one might imagine that there is some
prohibitive amount charged for any particular aspect
of trade mark registration.

The Hon. Prime Minister made an interesting
point when he said that this proposal will hit partic-~
ularly overseas firms. While itistrue thatnearly all
trade marks are registered on behalf of overseas
holders, there are a certainnumberwhich are regis-
tered locally, and we cannot helpwondering whether,
in fact, if there was a differentiation between a local
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application and an overseas application, whether it
would cost the Govaynment a great deal. It might be
a great boon t;, Jocal people to know that they will
not have to ay the same amount. I have no doubt that
when the "orime Minister has gone into the financial
aspects, of this matter, he will be able to say how
muck, this particular piece of legislation will bring in.
I “:ould not help observing between Friday night and
today that the Prime Minister was able to give exact
figures over the yield of particular taxes. It would
seem to us that this taxis sucha simple one because
there cannot be much shrinkage in the number of ap-
plications under the Act, that the Prime Minister
should be able to tell usexactly how much he expects
to get from this particular piece of legislation.

Perhaps the Prime Minister will be gble togive
us that information during the course of his reply.
There was an interesting passage in the Prime Min-~
ister’s speech when hé said that between 40% and 45%
of the budgetary proposals would fall on persons over-
seas, | am perfectly sure that the Prime Ministey is
not suggesting that 40%or45%of the increase in value
will be felt by persons overseas., Who overseas will
feel the effect of the Consumption Taxorthe Package
Tax or the driving licences and motor registration
fees? If there are alarge number of overseas persons
who will feel the effect of these taxes, it would be in-
teresting to hear. The statement therefore that 40%or
45% of the budget will fall on persons overseas, should
be qualified, if not taken with a grain of salt, What-
ever that statement might mean, it cannot mean that
the Prime Minister is hoping to raise $3 million from
overseas sources as a result of this budget. Never-
theless, I believe that the Prime Minister will find
some way of explaining that statement in a manner
which would support its truth.

3.20 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, I believe there are other speakers
on this side who have some comprehensive remarks
to make on this Bill, therefore I confine my remarks
to this aspectbut it would be interesting to me to know
what the Prime Minister means by 45 per cent.

Mr. St. JOHN: Mr, Speaker, this Bill dealing with
Trade Marks gives us the opportunity to draw to the
House’s attention certain matters which many people
who deal from time to time withthe Trade Marks Act
feel should be brought before the attention ofthe au-
thorities.

The Trade Marks Act in Barbados, as we under-
stand it, is particularly an Act which was circulated
by the Colonial Office to all the colonies of the British
Commonwealth and it contains a number of para-

graphs which are detrimental to the local business-~
men in Barbados.

I hope when the new revisionof the Laws of Bar-
bados are taking place - although I understand that
this is not a revision of revising all of the laws -
particular attention will be taken to revising certain
portions of the Trade Marks Act, There are provi-
sions in it that a person who has registered a trade

mark in England that his trade mark cannot be used
to certify certain things by people here in Barbados.

Now,. people in Barbados may be using a trade A

mark over a number of years and there.is.great
doubt as to what:is their positionwhenthey apply for
registration and the registered holder of atrade mark
in England produces it and places it before the Regis-
trar here. R oL

A lot of marks which we have here are regis-
tered by people abroad although they do not carry on
any business here in Barbados. We on this side do
not agree that the very fact that because a mark has
been registered in Britain it should not be registered
here, therefore, we hope that inthe course of the re~
vision of the Laws of Barbados, this hardshipthat is

going on will be removed and that all classes of ap- .

plicants for marks will be. placed on a respectabl
footing, ' :

We hope too that as-there are other provisions
of the Trade Marks Actwhichneed revising that when
the Act is to be amended that the authorities will at
least, at this stage, invite comments from people of
the Law Society to any amendment which they have to
make to the Trade Marks:Act. I know myself that at
least on one occasion, the Law Society was invited to
comment on a draft Bill arising out of some matter
that came up before the courts.

Hon, E. W, BARROW: Mr. Speaker, if I might re-~
mind the hon. member of my inability to give statis-
tical information relating to the Bill, it is because 1
did not want to ask for it; I make it a practice for at
least one, two orthree daysbefore I present the Bud-
get to do nothing else than the normal shopping. I try
not to do so within two or three days of the Budget.

I certainly never ask any question from any Gov-
ernment Department, [ learnt this not only in Barba-
dos but even as a matter of principle, I do not agk
those questions even on mattexs to whichby interna-
tional agreement you should have some consultation,
such as an increase inthe landing fees ox such as the
Cable and Wireless Act, before you introduce any
budgetary change. Therefore, there isnoneedfoxrme
to go into the statistical facts of the change of the fees
payable for legislation.

1 am surxe that this information is readily avail~
able as to the average amount of revenue that is
earned. I cannot speculate andIcanonlymake a cer-
tain amount of conjectures.

On the question of re~registration, ] think there is
provision in the Schedule in the proclamation Clause
for the registration of persons who want to be regis-
tered for a Trade Mark. At that time, you only paid
ten dollars, now you have to pay twenty dollars, I do
not profess to know the answers to the effec:ts of the
Resolution which we now have before us. I can only

make certain conjectures as to what have go1e on be-
fore.

+
e W g

L2

5
T

-

PO

“

[.“ L SR B

st gm

.

R S N -




\

497

The question that the Resolution do now pass was

put and resolved. in the affirmative wz'thoitt division.

THE PACKAGE TAX BILL, 1967

Mr. SPEAKER The next Order of the day stands
also in the name of the Hon. and Learned Prime Min-
ister and it is to move ‘the second reading of a Bill to
amend the Package Tax Act of 1941,

4,00 p.m.

Hon., E, W, BARROW: M:r. Speaker, the Bill be-
fore us is oné to amend the Package Tax Act, 1941,
You will remember that in 1941 the British Common-

wealth was engaged In a state of hostility against the

Government of Germany. This was a measure which
Was very difficult to repeal because at the cessation
of the hostilities there was a general agreement on
tariffs and trade signed by most of the country with
whom we are associated intrade matters and to which
we acceded as a dependent territory shortly there-
after. It was not therefore easy to repeal the provi-
sions of the Package Tax Act whichwas a temporary
measure, and we have gone on collecting revenue.

Mr, Speaker, it is now generally known that in
the Western Hemisphere particularly they are moving

‘t’oWards" what is described as Reporters have found

thiat by bringing goods in sealed wagons from the

‘warehouse to the Port and lifting them on board

ships and delivering them sealed at the port of im-
portation that the insurance rates are considerably
reduced and also that the efflect of pilferage and loss
is considerably minimised. This is a very welcome
development in the transportation of goods between
one country and another. It is now accepted that sea
freight is a thing which is here to stay. Under the
provisions of the Package Tax Act goods which may
be of $2 172 million can come into the country as 1
explained on Friday, for one importing heavy goods
into this country would pay the same package tax as
someone importing silver-buttoned shoes. This is
obviously wrong when one considers the value of the
goods and the utility to the person who is impoxting
them. People who import heavy machinery usually do
that for commercial purposes whereas people who
import a parcel at Christmas time containing items
of foodstuff for their families sent by their relatives
in the United States., They should not have to pay the
same package tax as those who impozt the equipment
Quite apart from that, Mr. Speaker, we have had here
in Barbados people tymg packages together so that

‘they pay one tax and avoid paying 10 or 11 taxes on

the various packages.

The position is, that when we say we must pay
25 cents for every 56 pounds it means less than half
a cent a pound. There is hardly acommodity import-
ed ‘into this Island whichis not worth at least 10 cents
a pound, so this is1/20of acent upon any commodity
imported into the island. This could not amount to any
increase in the cost of living to the average person
1in 'this island, and furthermore I see absolutely no
reason why a tax like this should be passed on. There

is no reason why the retailer or wholesaler in this
island should pass on the 1/20 of a cent increase to
the consumer, and we have the means of preventing
them from doing this, because I am sure that the
Ministry of Trade will make sure that this does not
happen,

There is another difficulty arising. Yesterday we
collected less than $1,000 in the Customs, and this is
because of some confusion in the wording of the Act.
They spent so much time working out this. A lot of
time is spent inthe Customs with the passing of War-
rants, and this is an old procedure whichl should like
to rationalise, streamline and computerise if neces-
sary.

4.10 p.m,

What has been happening in the Customs is that
they have been holding up the delivery of goods from
the poxt by trying to weigh each andevery individual
package. The Government is not concerned with the
weight of the package, but with the revenue which is
brought in, Every single item has to be declared on a
bill of lading. They used to take the items on the bill
of lading and multiply by 2¢ per 56 pounds, they feel
that they must weigh each individual package. Thatis
nonsensical because if you consider that the person
who brings the goods into Barbados has more of a
vested interest than the Government in seeing that
the goods are properly setout in the bill of lading, the
separate owners ought to know whether it is 40 cubit
feet to the ton. The shipper is concerned with the
rates paid for every ton of goods. All you have to do
is to charge 25¢ on each package and take the total
gross weight and multiply that by 25. It shows the
responsibility which we have in this country that they
want to create some kind of confusion that hecause
the Package Tax has gone up, it is difficult.

I do not mind how they arrive at the total amount
of taxation provided that the Treasury gets the money
which is due. You multiply the total by 25 and divide
it by 56. When we were in the second standard in
school we would understand that, but nowadays people
leave the high school with one certificate in scripture,
and feel they are smart. I think hon. members will
generally agree that this is one of the Measures by
which we will be able to cushion the exorbitant in-
crease in Government expenditure without in any way
affecting the standard of living of the average person
in the community. I therefore beg to move that this
Bill be now read the second time. -

J. C. TUDOR:

‘Hon. I beg to second that.

s

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, we have
had a speech inwhich the Prime Minister has attemp-
ted to anticipate the speeches of members of the
Opposition. While we admire his enterprise and
initiative, let us assure him that the trap to which
he has referred is not atrapintowhich the members
on this side of the House will fall, We have just heard
him say: ‘‘Do not mind the laws of Barbados, you will
not find it in the Customs Tariff Act.” He is wrong:
it is the Package Tax Act: He 18 wrong .cceeccescens

-
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Hon. E. W, BARROW: Mr. Speaker, on a point
of order. The hon. member may not be aware that the
Resolution with which we were dealing has already
been passed. Any remarks whichI made like that were
in respect of that Resolution and not in respect of this
particular item.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I would
be most obliged if Your Honour would assist me with
what item we are dealing with. ‘

Mr. SPEAKER: We are,dealing with the second
reading of a Bill to amend the Package Tax Act, 1941.

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: When the Prime Minis-
ter said: ‘‘Do not look in the laws of Barbados, you
will not find it there’’, 1 thought he meant the old
volumes. When he is referring to the Customs Tariff
Act, I did not mean to interrupt him, but to assist
him. Not only did he have it wrong, but when it was
pointed out to him that he is wrong, he said that he
was not referring to that at all. I was reading this
Act since Friday afternoon and seeing what items
are not included in the First Schedule to the Act. If
the hon. member talked about the First Schedule to the
Package Tax Act and he is now talking about the first
Schedule to the Customs Tariff Act, it has only one
Schedule which gets amended every month or so. I
speak now from meinory."_l'his Package Tax seems
to be one of the things which the Democratic Labour
Party is determined-to make a big money-earning
business. In 1962, it was 1ncreased from six-pence
to twenty five cents and now it is bemg increased in
a different way, or it is being extended to units of 56
pounds each, except for those items whichdonot ap-
pear in the First Schedule to the Package Tax Act,
1941, which we were studying until a late hour this
morning. As far as the trap is concerned, the House
will be the judge astowho hasfallen into whose trap.

There are a number of items which will come
under weight of this Bill, The First Schedule of the
Act itself now includes Asbestos Cement corrugated
roofing sheets, Butter and Butter substitutes, Cattle
and Animal foods, and it goes down the line to con-
densed milk, and so on.

4,20 p.m.

Package Tax were doubled by the Democratic
Labour Party in 1962, and the tax is calculated at
fifty-six pounds now. In the Schedule units are set
down in the Package Tax Act of 1941 and they all pay
a package Tax. Now, when you look atthe end of this
bill as amended, you will discover that you will
search in vain for ‘‘meat’’, There isno item we have
been able to find called ‘‘meat.*” We look into the
Acts and it says ‘‘Chicken parts’’ or ‘‘Chicken®’. I
think that they are items which would figure largely
in the Prime Minister's basket.

~ Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, on a point of
order, That is the timeIthinkIshould rise. That re-
mark seems to cast some reflection,

' Mr. SPEAKER: I do not deem that to be a point
.of order.

Mr, J. M. G. M, ADAMS: Sir, my only regret is
that 1 did not hear what the Minister said. Would be
make his joke outside?

But, Mx. Speaker, listening to the Prime Minis-
ter one would think that we of the Opposition do not
have access to the Laws of Barbados, or cannot read,
or we do not know howto do our business. One of our
first duties is to readthe First Schedule of the Pack-
age Tax Act orthe Customs Tariff Act which we know
as the Package Tax Act for the word ‘‘meat’’ but it is
not shown there at all.

There are some interesting items there.

We see also that Cocoay raw, and doa.ls .are ex-
empted items and we cannot find the word ¢ ‘meat’’
anywhere and nowhere can we find it in the Schedule
under the Package Tax Act.

Package Tax is essentially a means of bringing
in revenue and to say that this is not going to affect
the cost of living is to make a joke of the questions
of hon. members of this House. 'I'he Budget was intro-
duced on Friday last but there are reports already
of rises of the prices of many commodities in the
shops.

I am glad the Prime M1mster is aware of what is
going on down at the Customs. It is only last night
that we had complaints of the Customs now wishing
to open every package and add upthe weight of every
item.

Quite clearly a larger revenue would be gained if
you made up each package sepérately. I foresee that
other legislation will have to be introduced to regulate
this measure at a certain stage. Avoidupois weightis
the case in point the case in point but you also ship
things by shipping tons, therefore you have avoirdu~
poise tons and shipping tons. If the Prime Minister
thinks otherwise, a Customs Officer need not con-
sult a shipper.Iam gladto see that he is getting some
advice from another Minister but I do not think the
Prime Minister takes a great deal of advice anyhow.
1 am glad he is getting advice from his own side.

It is a pity that we are only at the beginning of
this because we really cannot tell what is happening
atthis stage in the absence.of a period of time for
working knowledge. We cannot really tell what effect
on the cost of living this matter is going to have. May-
be, in a year's time, if we come back, we will ses the
d.sadvantages because 1 have pever heard anything
more absurb in my life than that the Prims Minister
can give some figures onother things and cannot give
any on this. Inthe same way the Prime Minister could
have found out how much the increased tax on ciga-
rettes would bring in, he .could have found out how
mich the increased tax on Trade Marks would bring
in. '

4.30 p.m,

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I cannot find if any calculation
was made by the Prime Minister as to the effect of
the increase of package tax. I suppose he has already
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anticipated our query and his answer will be that he
did not w15h to alext the Customs to the _possibility of
an increased package tax, Although when, Mr. Speaker
the budget was being prepared to face the deficit of
$6 '1/2 million. certainly make our estimate of the
competence of the Finance Minister, ‘

‘ Nevertheless, although I have little hope, if the
ane Minister is cons1stent, of getting an answer on
this question of package tax, 1 will yet ask him to
search into his ﬁles and see ifhe has been able, since
Fnday, to discover or to tell its how much he expects

to make from the increase in package tax. Time wilI‘

teIl the effect on the cost of hvmg

Mr. HUSBANDS Mr., Speaker, this Bill is based
on certain things revealedinthe recent budget speech
made by the hon. Prime Minijster. Mr. Speaker, al-
this House ‘they had to ‘'do research on certain Acts.
Ailthough 1 know fhe Government mist get through
their business as expeditiously as poss1b1e, these
papers ‘were handed to ' me by a policeman last night
when I was leavmg home, just as Iwas driving off in
my car, through my gateway, apoliceman stopped me
and handed me these ‘papers, I did not turn back, 1
went straight on to my destination.

The hon. Prime Mimster has informed the House

that the shippers have found away of evading this tax
by putting smaller’ parcels into one larger parcel, and
now the ane Minister has told us that the tax is
going to be” put on on every 56 pounds. On the last
occasion that a proposal came to these honourable
benches relative to the mcrease in package tax, I told
the ‘then Minister of Trade, a former Minister o
longer inthis House, a formermemberfor the parish
of St, Phihp, that shippers were fmding a way to get
around this tax. The ‘merchants in Bndgetown would
inforin the shippers what was happening, and a way
could be found to avoid this Government getting into
its coffers the amount of revenue that might reason-
ably be expected. I told the then Minister that and he
laughed at me, but the hon. Prime Ministermust ad-
mit that it happened ‘

Now, Mr. Speaker, the hon, Prime Minister anti-
cipated we on this side of the horseshoe will fall into
the trap of ‘accusing the Government of incidentally
raising the cost of livirg, but it is not a question of
that. Do not let dnybody fool you, if you put a tax on
the merchants and the shippers, this tax will not be
absorbed by them, it will be passed on. Let us face
facts. The tax on gasolene must raise the cost of liv-
ing because people’s food travel on wheéls. At long
Iast it has been discovered that the shippers have
discovered a way and now wé have to tax by poundage,
not by iridividual package.

4.40 p.m.

As far as we know, those who are going to judge
the weight of these parcels and weigh every individual
package, as to these persons the Government may
find itself with a big chaxrge for overtime, A lot of
money will have to be paid for overtime, That is not

my job to go into, However, I hope that the Govern-
ment, in the interest of the community, will be able
to find ways and means to prevent any undue exten-
sion which will ever cause the cost of living to rise. I
see men of the long robe (Mr. SPEAKER: Gentlemen
of the long robe) having to do research. I mean gen-
tlemen of the long robe because we have no ladies of
the long robe, Although the Government's business
may be held up, it is not good enough for a person to
be leaving his home, a member of a particular dis-
tinction and a particular business, with a police con-
stable stopping him and handing him these papers af-
ter sundown. That is not good enough forme. I do not
think that members of the Government bench would
think so either.

- If the Government has been successful enoughto
discover that the shippers notified by the merchants,
have been able to discover ways and means where
what is now proposed to be done will not entail any
rise in the cost of living. I hope that sufficient tax
will be reflected by this Measure because reference
has been made to the first Schedule of the Act which
excludes items which happen to be every day found on
the table of the working class man and woman, and the
Government has to watch that. I had really come here
today thinking that I would have been making a differ-
ent speech, but this has come out from the budget. As
on a former occasion, I said that people would find a

way of getting around this tax. I do not represent

business. Generally, it is the mass of people, the
wage earners, who have sent me to this House. Mr.
Speaker, I have nothing else to add in this matter.

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, there has been an in-
crease in the Package Tax, butwe find that there has
been no corresponding issuing of price lists, and they
will be none. Nevertheless, there is no doubt that a
number of commodities and those used by the mass of
people to a considerable extent, will be affected by
this increase in the package Tax, Twenty-five cents
on a single package to a limitation of 56 pounds and
25 cents for every additional 56 pounds can mean a
considerable sum, when you take into consideration
the fact that there has been employed by the import-
ers what is known as the container system. That sys-
tem of America, It has been held out that the con-
tainer system was found to be muchmore convenient
for handling purposes from the poing of view that that
may be true, when it is considered that a container
might have weighed thousands of pounds and youonly
paid 25 cents for package tax, it may be argued that
a case might be made out. In our view, the present
method employed by the Government cannot be said
to be either semsible or Just, We must bear in mind
that these items can come from Canada and the United
States. of America and ; for the most part ~ I hope
the Prime Minister will have his figures ~—there are
foodstufts. That iswhatwe ought to concern ourselves
with, we, on this side of the Table, more than any-

thing else.
4.20 p.m.

Now, Sir, we understand that the same container
system is in use in Jamaica and in Trinidad, but we
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have not been informed until this. very day that either
Jamaica ox Trinidad have found it necessary to intro-
duce any, more additional tax in their Package "Tax
Act. Perhaps, we should try and understand the des-
peration of the Minister of Fmance to raise the
additional revenue we need for good purpose or for
frittering it away on unessentials

Whatever 1s’ the situation, the costof llving must
now increase by the present system instituted bythe
Prime Minister in his Budget Speech and’ Whlch we
are asked to pass here in this Bill. We have got'to
bear in mmd one or two thmgs We have heard f:he
Prime Minister say about a shirt bemg sent to some-
body here that one has to pay a package tax but we
know that the people who send a shirt here are people
of very limited means, the small people, so to speak
We know that in the case of the Post 0ff1ce, there is
a limit of twenty-two pounds forapackage, so in that
case a package of 66 pounds we1ght does not apply.

We have, Sir, before us thlS trade list wluch
brings us into apprec1at1ng some of the difflculties
which now affront this country. You will fmd that
items such as baconw1llbe increased andwhy I make
mention of that is because I am keeping before ‘my
mind that this 1tem is one of the items that helps a
housew1fe to prepare her breakfast There is also
ch1cken parts which are much used by the poor peo-
ple and there is barley which mothers have got to
‘depend on to assist them in the rearing of therr
children.

The Package Tax is going to affect all these
things. Cocoa beans and things like that are gping to
be increased. Even thé ordinary belt that some men
and boys wear around their waist, is subJect to be
increased by this Package Tax. You will also find that
a bicycle which boys ride to school and workmen have
to depend on to take them to Work, these people w111
have to be told that the pnce is going to go up.

B1scmts are to some extent being used for medi-
cal purposes. The Package Taxis going to brmg about
an increase in these biscuits. The very razor blade
and even the pair of smssors which the poor clerk
in Swan Street and the young nurse use, you w;ll fmd,
Sir, that they have all gone up.

Whatever we think of this Package Tax, there is
no gainsaying the fact that the 1mporter is going to
be faced with a new situation such as you might find
that he is going to haveé an mcrease in his’ overdraft
You will find that when he expects that a certaln sum
of money would do for him to clear certam things at
the Customs that sum might be mcreased ten-fold or
twenty-fold. There is no doubt that the importer is
going to pass on this increase to the wholesaler and
that the Wholesaler is going to pass it on to the shop-
keeper and the supermarketer and it is trué to say
that not one of these individuals is expected to bear
what is involved as a result of this Package Tax

The Prime Mimster can say | that t they can employ
‘means that’ ca.n see to it that there 1s no ixicrease in
this orthat. Itis perfectly éasyto say that. We on this

side of the Table know different from that because al-

ready there has been increases in some of the com-
modmes whxch the Public buy. ‘These increases have -

come about smce the Prime Minister dehvered his
no freeness budget, what he calls a freedom budget.
5.00 p.m. '

Sir, the Prime Minister should bear in mmd the
hmited opportunities for the mass ofworking people.
Take boots and shoes, these rubber-soled shoes.
Wherever you go about the country districts, the
mother of the ‘school child has still gotto buy herself
and fit her children out with pairs of these canvas
shoes, and those are the things to which we have got
to address our minds this afternoon.lamto tell you,
bottle corks -lama teetotaller myself but bottle
corks, I see some hon. members now trying to un-
cover their faces, but they must bear in mind that as

soon as the corks of bottles are increased, the con-
tents of the bottle must also carry &’ correspondmg'
increase. We bottle here soft drinksmimported bot-

tles, we bottle here such items as bay rum and that
type of thing. All of these things carry their corré-
spondmg increases, however one may look at it. I

have often heard it said that short trousers require

long braces; even a pair of braces now must cost

more as a result of this package tax. Those of us who
have an automobile - and you have got to apply your
brakes time and again - the brake ﬂuid, you have got
to get it fixed right, but now I am to wonder when
some of the ladies reallylearn the truth about certain
matters, their brassieres, I am to wonder What the
situation is going to be. It must cost them more, but
our cereals, our foods forthe children and old people
depend on all of these things. The price of them must
be increased. We have got to let the Prlme Minister
understand that h1s mention of a trap ~ somebody
falhng into a trap - there was never a trap set for a
single member of this side in this exercise, in this
matter of package tax.

. I want to let the Prime Minister know that we on
this side know one businessman who calls itthe most
equitable way of applying taxation. Believe me, Sir, I
have been listening very attentively, and I really ex-
pected that 1 would have heard the same words re-
peated by the ane Minister, . but he has been wise
enough not to repeat apparently what has been told
him, He will understand that we know where he got
his advice. It is not altogether unknown to us in this
matter. o ' '

" Hon., E. W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker, on a point of
order, of the occupational hazards of being in public
life in an independent country is that whatever is
brought in to this Chamber one normally has to tol-
erate. Is the member for St. Peter suggesting that I
took somebody’s advice?

Mr. HINDS: Mr, Speaker, .

‘Mr. SPEAKER' Will the hon. and 1earned Prime
Minister make the point of order?

— T e
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Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker, I would ask

the hon. member...... Will you tell him to sit down?

Mr, HINDS: Mr. Speaker, the hon. Prime Minis-
ter came into this Chamber the same way that any
other member came in.

'Hon. E. W. BARROW: I did not come in the same
way you came in, You came in with your rotten wicked
mind.

Mr. SPEAKER: There are two hon. members on
their feet, will both hon, members sit? May I mention
this, the sitting is not suspended, but I am retiring
for not more than one minute.

Hon, E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as1 was
on a point of order.

Mr. SPEAKER: Before 1 rose, the hon. and
learned Prime Minister had risen and he prefaced
his remarks by saying ‘‘on a point of order’’. I will
ask the hon. Prime Minister to proceed.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker, is the hon.
member for St. Peter suggesting that I got my advice..

Mr, HINDS: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order....

Mr. SPEAKER: There cannot be two hon. mem-
bers on their feet. The hon. and learned Prime Min-
ister has risen and he has said ‘““on a point of order’’.
I have requested the hon. and learned Prime Minister
to proceed directly with his point of oxder.

Mr, HINDS: Before the hon. and learned Prime
Minister makes his point of order, I must ask the
Prime Minister to withdraw his remarks, Sir.
5.10 p.m.

Mrxr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Prime Minister has
said that he is making his point of order,

" Mr, HINDS: Mr. Speaker,..... (4SIDES)

Mr. SPEAKER: I would like hon. members who
are not on their feet to observe the Standing Order in
respect of the behaviour of members who are not ad-
dressing the Chair, The Hon. Prime Minister has
risen on a po‘int of order. I am asking him to make
that point of order and for the purpose of making that
point of ordm', by virtue of the relevant Standing Or-
de’ of this House, he may proceed to make the point
of order as’toncisely as possible.

Mr. HINDS ‘Mz. Speaker, the Prime Minister
made reference to me and used the words ‘‘A wicked
mind*’ man inrespectofme.lam asking that the hon.

; member be called upon to withdx‘aw those remarks.

" Hon. E, W. BARROW Mr. Speaker, I am making

‘ my point of order.

Mr. HINDS: There is no question of making a
point of order when the Prime Ministey is carrying
on like this. He has to respect the Chair just as any
other hon. member in here,

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Not in here, somewhere
else.

Mr. HINDS: I know that,

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not need any exhortation from
any side as to whomIam totell to sit down or how to
make a point of order. (4SIDES.) 1 would again re-
mind hon. membexs who are sitting as to how to con- -
duct themselves by virtue of the relevant Standing
Oxders. The position is this: The Hon., Minister has-
risen on a point of order andIam going to hear him,
and him only, on the point of order. In the making of
this point of order, he, like any other hon. member,
must conform to the Standing Order in respect of a
point of order. It cannot be a speech; it can only be a °
point of order made as concisely as possible. I'will”
not hear any other hon. member unt11 the pomt of ‘
oxrder is made. :

Hon, E. W. BARROW: I shall also address Your
Honour on the rules of procedure of this Houge ‘and’
of the duties of members who come in here. During
the course of his remarks, the member for St. Peter
who- was addressing the Chair at the time, said: ‘‘We
know whare th2 Hon., Prime Minister got his advice
from relating to budgetary matters.‘’ In that there is
an innuendo that I consulted somebody from oatside
my own conscience and mind, and shortly before'l
came info this House, my colleagues oa budgetary
matters, That is the foulest insinuation which could "™
be made of a Minister of Finance. '

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, Itake objectionto that.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: You can blackmail Gra;lrley ‘
Adams. '

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chairis beingaddressedbut
the Chair has never blackmailed anybody.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: And the Chalr has not got
a wicksd mind 2ither; therefore, that could not be in "
relation to Your Honour. Whia the hon. me mber says'
of a Minister of Finance that he knows where we get
our advice from, suggesting tha: somebody has ad-
vided me, T am asking the hon. member to withdraw
that imputation because it is a sluron the Minister of
Finance, and I will not stand it from him or anybody
of his ilk.

Mr. SPEAXER: The hon. member has ceased to‘
make his point of order.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: He Is imputing nnpropef
motives to a Minister of this Government.

Mr. SPEAKER: What has the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter risen on?
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Hon., E. W. BARROW: I am objecting to the hon.
member saying that we know where he gets his ad-

vice from. 1 do nnt consult anyone except my own. .
intelligence and com 1a1sense onbudgetary ma'ters. ..

The hon. member made the implication that it is
somebody who pays me, perhaps.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am getting the 2xact words
which were used znd have beentakendown by the Of-
ficial Reporter. I have seat for them.

4,5) p.m.

I am afraid that what I have received is not in-
telligible and [ would have it typewritten which is an
ordinary procedure.

5.30 p.m,

Mr. SPEAKER: The woxds which have beesa
handed m« are as follows:
biysinessman who calls it the mosi equitable way of
applying taxation. Believe me, Sir, I have bzen lis-
tening very attentively, and I really expected that I
would have heard the same words repeated by the
Prime Minister, but he has been wise enough not to
repeat apparearly what has been told him. He will
understand that we kaow whers he got h's advice. It
is not altogether unkarwa 19 us.”’

I do not regard these words as contravening
Standing Order 26(7), but I do regaxd them as con-
travening 26 (5) in that it shall be out of order to use
offensive or insulting language abput members of the
House, and in my view it is offensive language about
a member of the House if he is Minister of Finance
to say that in this context ‘‘one businessman who calls
it the most equitable way of applying taxation. Be-
lieve me, Sir, I have been listening very attentively
and I really expected thatIwould have heard the same
words.- repeated by the Prime Minister, but he has
been wise enough not to repeat apparently what has
been told him. He will understand that we know where
he got his advice. Itisnot altogether unknown to us.””
I will ask the hon. junior member for St. Peter to
withdraw the words ‘‘he will understand that we know

where he got his advice’’ because of the context in.

which those words were used that ‘‘I really expected
that I would have heard the same words repeated by
the Prime Minister’’, meaning the wordswhichIhave

heard one businessman use, I will ask the hon. mem-

ber to withdraw that remark.
Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, I withdraw the remark,

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. member proceed.

Mr, HINDS: Mr, Speaker, the Prime Ministér,

during the course of his point of oxrder, made ref-
erence to me accusing me of committing a crimpinal
offence, blackmailing Sir Grantley Adams, the Leader
of the Opposition. I take objection,to those words. 1
took it already and I am asking Your Hongqur now to
rule on the matter, ‘ A

Mr. SPEAKER: Asmy recollection goes, the hon.
and learned Prime Minister said ‘‘you’’, He was ad-

dressing, as he is not addressing otherwise, the
Chair,

‘“We on this side know oas |,

Mr. HUSBANDS; Shame! Quite absurd!

Mr. SPEAKER: If there is any repetitiori.

Mr., HUSBANDS: Mr. Speaker,

Mr. SPEAKER: If there is any repetition of this
behaviour, this sitting will be adjourned for grave
disorder, but I was giving my ruling, I have not yet
completed. '

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Spegker, Sir,1am address-
ing you.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am:addressing the House, and
therefore the hon. member will sit.

Myr. HUSBANDS: As soon as you are finished, I
will be on my feet.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. and learned Prime Min-
ister used certain remarks which he prefaced by
“You'’,

(AN ASIDE:) Call for the words.

Mr. SPEAKER: When I pointed out that the word
““You' had been used, the hon. and learned Prime
Minister said he was not addressing the Chair. He was
not addressing anyone as far as.this House is con-
cerned, if he was not addressing the Chair.

(SHOUTS of ““Shame?’ “‘Disgrace®, [rom the Oppoxition).

Mr. SPEAKER: On account of grave disorder,
this House now stands adjourned until 12 o’clocknoon
next Tuesday.

5.45 p.m.

© On re-assembling,

Mr. SPEAKER: When the sitting was su‘speoded,
the hon. junior member for St. Peter was speaking,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Speaker,Iriseona
point of order relating to the suspension of the sitting
of the House. I draw Your Honour's attention to the
Standing Order which says, following the English
practice:

“In the case of grave disorder arising in the

House, the Speaker may, if he thinks it necessary,.

to do so, adjourn the House without questmn put or

suspend the sitting for a time to be fbced,‘hy him.””

The use of the two expressions clearly shows that

one is an alternative to the otherindi.fferent circum-~
stances; that is to say, you suspend the sitting but
you adjourn the House. You donot suspend the sitting
for a week The object of saying thatthe Speaker ad-

journs the House without question put is to cover the ‘
fact that the House is never adjourned without ques- .

tion being put, except under this rule. Youmove that
the House do now adjourn until this day week ox such
time. In England, obviously you are sitting from day
to day and therefore, youdonotfix a day. You merely
say: ‘‘The House stands adjourned.”’

9

*
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" "Mr. Speaker, I myself heard Your Honour say
‘““The House stands adjourned” Your Honour ap-
parently said both things. 1 am not accustomed to
making gross inaccuracies; I was very careful when
the disorder started to stand up and tell my col-
léagues to stand up and listen to Your Honour, and
Your Honour said‘‘Adjourned’’. The Shorthand writer
safd that the “House was adjourned and the Deputy
Clerk said that the sitting was suspended; therefore,
I suspect that Your Honour used both expressions. I
am not accusing the Deputy Clerk of writing down
sométhing which Your Honour did not say, but the
Deputy Clerk has written down ‘‘suspended’’ and the
Shorthand Writer has written down ‘‘adjourned’. Is
it possible to say that the sitting is suspended for a
week? You adjourn‘the sitting for anhourin order to
see whether hon, members could cool off orwhether
an individual member can convince himself and with-
draw remarks. I have gone through the various au-
thorities such ‘as are obtainable and I draw Your Hon-
our’s attention to' the statements in ‘‘May’s’’ andthe
authorities to which ‘“May’s"’ refers. On page 329 of
““May’s’, 16th Edition in respect of adjournment in
case of grave disorder, this is what it says:-

“‘In the event of grave disorder arising in the
House, the Speaker may adjourn the House without
question put if he thinks it necessary to do so or he
may suspend the sitting for a time to be named by
him,”’

In England, you just say ‘‘Adjourned’’ because,
automatically, it is tomorrow. In Barbados you say
““adjourned’” until 12 o'clock noon, or 2.30 o’clock
p:m.’! or whenever you choose to sit. ‘‘May’s’’ goes
on: ‘‘Onthe 13th November 1912, andonthe 11th April
1923, the Speaker suspended the sitting for an hour,
When he resumed the Chair, the state of disorder
continued and he adjourned the House without question
put.”

In this matter of grave disorder ‘‘May’s’’ refers
to it again on page 469 where this is what is stated:-

‘““In the event of grave disorder arising in the
House, the Speaker is empowexed by S. O. No, 24, if
he thinks it advisable, to adjourn the House without
question being put or to suspend the sitting for a time
to be named by him.,”’

~ 1 repeat that if it is something sufficiently bad,

then you adjourn the House; if it is something which
members can get over, youadjourn for atime. I need

~fibt quote instances; this is oxdinary, parliamentary
“procedure. Your Honour having used bothexpressions

I take it that Your Honour used both expressions, be-
cause one official has one thing and another official

-Tais: gnother thing. There is ‘no Order Paper for today
~and the ordinary business of this House has to be
:done today.

Hon, N, W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, what are we
here for?

“ ) Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I am not giving way.

Mr, SPEAKER: The Hon. Leader of the Opposi-
tion has made his point of order. He has drawn te
my attention that which he felt merited being drawn
to my attention, and I have considered the point which
he has made. The Hon. Leader of the Opposition is
now continuing to elaborate on the point of oxrder and
he has addressed the Chair on the point.I am seized
of the point and I will inform hon. members that my
intention was, and my statement was, thatl suspended
the sitting for the time which I announced, that is, 12
o'clock noon today. That is the position and that is
why this meeting continues. There is an alternative
to adjourn the House without question put or to sus-
pend the sitting and I adopted the latter alternative,
which, in my view, is within the competence of the
Chair. That is how the matter stands. When the sit-
ting was suspended, the hon. junior member for St.
Peter was addressing the Chair.

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, on the last occasion
immediately that I made mention that it was not un-~
known to this side ofthe House where the Hon. Prime
Minister and Minister of Finance had received certain
advice, we found that the debate took a turn which we
hoped was for the better. Sir, this I must say; this
country is suffering at the present moment from what
we might call an economic disaster. It is a disastey
which happens to be inflicted upon us, andthe people
of St. John cannot be excused for having put us in that
position. I may say without attempting to castigate
them in any way, that they have inflicted upon this
House what I would call two extremes, It might be
that in one we have the sublime and in the other we
have the ridiculous. I must say this,......

Mr. YEARWOOD: On a point of order. Mr.
Speaker, 1 as a member for the constituency of St.
John, take stern objection to what the hon. junior
member for St. Peter has said towards both hon.
members for St. John in this Assembly.

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the exact phrase to which
the hon. member is taking exception?

Mz, YEARWOOD: He has said that the people of
St. John have inflicted upon this House two extremes,
one is the sublime and the other is the ridiculous. If
that is not imputing improper motives against hop.
members, then I will sit, butItake objection to those
words. oo

Mz, SPEAKER: I do not deem that phraseto be a
contravention of Standing Order 26 (7) whereby no
member shall impute improper motives to anothexr
member,

12,10 p.m.

Mzr. HINDS: Mr, Speaker, the hon. member needs
not to be worried, This is really what 1 was asking
the hon. member on the last occasion. The Hon.
Prime Minister took exception to my saying that we
know from whom he gets his advice. We on this side

. would welcome the Hon. Prime Minister taking advice

from somebody. We on this side of the House are
saying that it is because the Hon., Prime Minister does
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pot take advice that we are fastbecoming a dictator-
ship. :

We find ourselves saddled with the economic
disaster that the Hon, Prime Minister has brought
himself to. Mr. Speaker, on this matter of this amend-
ment to the Package Tax Act, the Minister of Finance
has not proved himself to be the economist which he
has said he is. He cannot deny that this amendment to
this Package Tax Act would bring greater burdens on
the buying masses. It is alright in the case of two or
three petty fogging salt fish dealers but we have got
to look st it in a much broader light for the simple
reason that this increased Package Tax, which the
Hon. Prime Minister has introduced in this House,
means that some of the importers of commodities
in the course of their business would have to face up
to three-quarter or one million dollars more expense.

That is alright in itself but what we are saying
is that whatever the importers have to meet by the
way of this increase, by the way of their having to
pay twenty-five cents onevery fifty-six pounds weight
of a package, the poor consumerwould have to bear it.

Now Sir there is a certainty that if advice had
been sought and obtained from the right quarter, a
better and easier means could have been found of
raising this six million ‘odd dollars that the Pxime
Minister told us that he was trying to raise.

The Chamber of Commerce inBarbadosis com-
prised of a number of spineless businessmen. I am
sorry to say that some of them in their present fin~
ancial position are still people who are looking around
for friends. That is one reasonwhy they will not, and
have been unable up to the moment to come out and
state their position on this matter.

From the day the Prime Minister of this country
got up in King George V Memorial Park and made
that notorious cane blade speech, everybusinessman
of this country should have got up and let the Prime
Minister know he was the economic disaster of this
country. But what do we find? They are remaining
silent. However, I am telling this Honourable House
that the masses of people in this country are getting
ultra cautious in accepting things, matters, state-
ments and what not because they have been said by our
Prime Minister.

Sir, it would not be a surprise tous on this side
if we found the business community at this stage em-
ploying such tactics as would prove the economic dis-
aster of some people. Sir, the Package TaX ...ciss

(Loud Asides by a Minister,)

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Is the hon. member
addressing the Chair? The hon. member is speaking
loudly and making thréatening gestures to me.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not aware of what theé hon,
memniber was doing

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: He made a threatening
gesture to me.

e e

Mr. SPEAKER: 1did nothear what the hon. mem-
ber was saying as I was listeningtothe hon. member
addressing the Chair.

Mz, HINDS: Mr. Speaker, I want todrawto Your
Honour's attention that I was partly being attacked.:

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, 1 am
drawing to Your Honour's attention to what he was
saying to me.

Mr. SPEAKER: Would the hon. membexr say on
what he has risen?

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS; On a point of order, of
course. The hon. member made agesture, hitting his
face with his hands, threatening what he would do
with me,

Mr. SPEAKER: I was looking at and listening to
the hon. junior member for St. Peter.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS:. 1 have drawn itto Your
Honour's attention that he did it twice.

Mr. SPEAKER: May I presume that isona point
of oxrder.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Yes.

Mr. SPEAKER: I was not aware of any threaten-
ing gestures to the hon, member.

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mz, Speaker, 1 also saw
the threats which the hon. junior member for St.

Joseph was speaking of.

Mr, SPEAKER: I am not aware that anyone can
see threats, unless they were written.

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, if I came
up to you and put up my face in a threatening way,
you would see the threat that was made.

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. junior member for
St. Peter proceed.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: If the hon, junior mem-~
ber for St. Thomas is warned.

Mr, SPEAKER: I am not warning the hon. mem-
ber.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Why should the hon.
junior member for St. Thomas not be warned?
12,20 p.m.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: On a point of order,
does Your Honour rule that you cannot accept the woxrd
of an hon. membex? I have told you what I saw and
because you did not see therefore I am not speaking
the truth.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have not said any such thing,
but I have said let the hon. junior member for St.
Peter proceed with his address on the amendment of
the Package Tax Act.
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oMy, HINDS: Mrx, Speakex, I do believe, Sir, that
the Hon. Leader of the Opposition does notknow:that
when the junior member for St. Thomas is making
what he calls alleged threats it amounts to a bunch of
g'men bamnnas. The hon. member would understa.nd

Mr. SPEAKER- A:nd now we will proceed to the
Package “Tax Act. :

Mr.kHINDS Mr. Speaker, what !was s*aying is
this: -that we might wake up one: morning to find that
‘the: business: community applies what we call the

gcid testito save this cCountry from economic chaos

and. it isithis,. that if it'is found that this increased
Package Tax to.any extent callg on the impoxters to
carry overdrafts which cause them anxious moments,
they might well decide to prove that instead of Gov-
ernment - collecting X-dollars by way of increased
package Tax, Government may: find itself with minus
X dollars with which to contend. What we say is this:
if:the Minister of Finance had sought the advice of
the-business community ...... (4side) .....Mr. Speak-
ér,. 1 am being intexrupted by the hon. member. This
is not stolen bananas. :

.+ M1, SPEAKER: Let the hon. member speak on
the Package Tax Act, Iwill counsel all hon. members
with meticulous care to observe that Standing Order
as to the: behaviour of members when not speakmg

.. Sip GRANTLEY ADAMS Includmgthe hon, junior
member for St. Thomas.

Mr. SPEAKER Including the Hon. Leader of the

'Oppo sition,

. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: The hon. Leader ofthe

Qpposition will obey Your Honour as long as the Chair
rules impartially.
Mr, SPEAKER: This Chairhas never ruledother-
wise although one cannot expect that everyone would
agree with the Speaker’s ruling or a judge's ruling
ora judge's decision. Letthe hon, junior member for
St. Peter: proceed,

Again I would ask hon. members on both sides
that when I speak what applies to one is equally appli-
cable to the other to observe thig Standing Order
amongst others which regulate the behaviour of mem-
bers when not speaking. Members ‘shall speak in
undertones or preferably recall that silence is golden.

Let :the hon. junior member for St. Peter proceed

Mr. ‘HINDS: Mzx. Speaker, Sir, I once followed
blindly the hon. senior member. for St. John who hap-
pens -not to be dn his place through no fault 6f mine
and who happens to be the Prime Minister of this
country. It happened like this, Sir. As is all well
known to each and every hon. member here, the
Prime Minister at one time imposed atax - I am not
saying he is a tax expert , he might be an expertito
imposing tax - but he imposed a tax on Banks beer
and instead of Government collecting more revenue,
the! :‘Prime Minister found himself having less in the
ti: and eventually he had to reconsider the taxation

i

position. At that time I really and truly thought that -
1 think the hon. member was then Premier for the
Island - he knew what he was doing and in an effort
to support him, or to support his measures, I took
‘*Trith*’ newspaper and warned the people what drink
they could take. I do not want to go into detail on that
mattér on this occasion; but just last week we find
that the Prime Minister had to back-peddle on bingo.
I am discussing here, Sir, in a broad sense, the Prime
Minister’s taxation or lack of a poli¢y as regards tax-
ation, I am discussing the increase in package tax go
I want'to warn even hon. members on that side of the
House in following the Hon, Prime Ministertoo close+
ly with what might be described as his economic
summersaults. That is what they amount to in the
long run,

This question of the increased package tax is
already showing itself on the stands, the counter and
shelves in the shops, supermarkets and elsewhere,
heard one other member on that side make mention
thiat nobody is going to feel it. That might be true be-
cause all of usdo not have to earn a meal or set about
getting a meal in the same way. Some people have got
to -work hard fot it, others only have to open the
trunks of their cars and it is there.

12.30 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, what we are sayingis this: In addi-
tion to coming here and changing the Package Tax,
we understand on this side of the House that the busi-~
ness community, the importers are faced with a situ=
ation that the shippers overseas, the importers from
abroad on behalf of the tactics employed inour Cus-
toms Department here, what we understand is that
they were opening every package and weighing all
these small items and doing a lotof things and wast-
ing time and what not; and all thatis requiring addi-
tional invoicing, something which the shippers and
exporters from the other side particularly are appar-
ently not prepared to undertake exclusively for Bar-
bados. That is the point. Sir, if thatis the case, there
is only an increase on the package taxof 25 cents on
each 56 pounds. When it comes to the question of
additonal ‘invoicing at the other end, always bearing
in mind that the importer at this end has got to pay
the increased cost of invoicing at the other end in
order to satisfy Barbados along, I have said this al-
ready. Whatever the importer is called upon to pay
by way of increased package tax, it 18 going to be
passed on to the wholessler, the commission mer=-
chant. They, in turn, will be passing it on to the
supermarkets, the small shopkeepers, whereever
they are, and it must be apparent that ir the fiwal
analysis it will be borne by the poor consumers.

This matter of increased package Tax has been
cleverly designed because, what do we find? Unless
we, on this side of the House; can explain it for the
benefit of the public, it will never be told to them. It
is this: When a customer goés to the shop and finds
that a penny, three centsor whatever it might be, has
been tacked on to thé original cost, the Prime Minis~
ter of this courtry will argue that he has nothing to
do with it. As a matter of fact, I think I am correct
in saying that the Hon. Prime Minister told us that




steps will be taken to see that these increased costs do
not prickle through to be borne by the consumer. Sir,
if that is the case, the time to apply these measures
would be now, because whereas the cost of living in
its spiral is really noticed by a hungry people, I re-
peat, a hungry people, we might very well hear of
some of the assassinations which the Hon. Leaderof
the House made mention of quite recently. The hon.
member must blame himself. Whatwe are concerned
with is this; we are asking if the Minister of Finance
has to find ways and means whexeby an additional $6
million or $6 1/2 million, if it is absolutely neces-
sary to find that amount, whether he could not have
found it without increasing the cost of the commodi-
ties to the poor people or the small people, the masses
of this island,

Hon. N, W, BOXILL: Mx. Speaker, before you
put the question, I should like to say that anyone lis-
tening to the rantings and ravings ...ese..

Mr. SPEAKER: I would suggest to the hon. mem-
ber that he should not use suchexpressions which do
not tend to good parliamentary conduct. I know that
the hon. member has a wide choice of language,

Hon., N. W, BOXILL: Mr, Speaker, anyone listen-
ing to the verybiage on the other side would have to
be shocked and appalled to think that after five years
under the rule of the Democratic Labour Party, the
people of Barbados can enjoy free secondary educa-
tion, school meals, proper road services,water ser-
vices and all of the other social amenities which they
are getting, and now this House has been kept back,
broken up in disorder because of a proposed increase
of 25 cents. Letus say that the 25 cents is an increase.
Is there any countxry which is being runwithout some
soxt of taxation? Do you think that Barbados was made
specifically by God? If youdo not want to pay then you
must leave, but that is not the point, What is most
pathetic is to hear hon. members onthe other side
claiming to represent the masses, the pooxr people,
and yet the poor people have sent us on this side to
represent them! Further,Mr, Speaker, we hear all of
these statements by those who are trying to incense
people against paying for what they want here in Bar-
bados, and by some of the watex-wash politicians who
are sometimes left alone when they are dying. I would
think that a country like Barbados with its natural
resources, and I may say that up to this present day
we have not had to ask Great Britain for one cent by
way of grant-in-aid. Perhaps if Her Majesty the
Queen had not come here, people would not get any
aid either, because they would think that we are a
foreign power.

12,40 p.m.

o But after saying how Barbados can hold its own,
up gets the members of the Opposition.

Mzr. SPEAKER: Hon, members.

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, Iwould like to
use the woxrds ‘‘hon. members' but whenlIsay ‘‘hon.
members’”. my jaw tends to dislocate. It hurts my face
when 1 say it,

S —

They told the people if they put back the Demo-
cratic Labour Party in power, Barrow would take
away their bank accounts. :

They did not think this Budget would have been
so easy. They came inhere lastweek and all they did
was trying to keep back the time of this House. I have
always said that it was the duty of the Opposition.to
be constructive but the Opposition in this House now
seems to be bent ondestruction, They are people who
are seeing how much they can forward forthemselves.
Up to today I heard a statement about stealing green
bananas in St. Thomas. St. Thomas have thieves just
like St. James and St. Peter but for what I know, 1
have not heard anybedy from St. Thomas being
charged for extortion. o

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not see anything here about
green bananas and canes.

Hon. N. W, BOXILL: But, Mr. Speaker, we are
dealing with green bananas and canes. I was just won-
dering if these banana thieves had anything to do with
the canes that were burnt.

Mx. SPEAKER: It would be immaterial to this
Bill.

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr, Speaker, it is most
likely but getting back to the Package Tax Bill, you get
people coming in here under the coat that they are
really representing the people but the only people
whom they represent are themselves and their im-
mediate family. They could not care less for the
masses of this country. For seventeen years his paxty
was in power, but the only time they saw fit to change
the Education Act was to give five scholarships and
that was when somebody had their son to get one.

Mx. SPEAKER: That has nothing to do with the
Package Tax.

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: We are dealing withthe cost
of living. I will say that this kind of thing is what you
are trying to stop parliamentarians from doing now.,
We on this side try to do the people’s affairs.

This Package Tax Bill will only cause an in-
crease in a kind of charge. According to the Bill, we
have put on twenty-five cents for every fifty-six
pounds weight of a package. We saw where the mer-
chants were exploiting the Government by bringing in
the largest packages and only paying twenty-five cents
for them and because we have asked them to pay
twenty-five cents for every fifty-six pounds, youhear
all this rigmaxole we have been hearing for two days
just taking up all the time of this House.

‘We. say to the Opposition that it is their duty
whenever they are opposing to point out to the Gov-
ernment whenever they see something going wrong,
but do not come in here with this frivolous thing and
think they can gain support for what they are doing.
The place for them to get support is not in here,
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' 'My. HOLDER: Mr. Speaker, the hon. junior mem-=
ber for St. Thomas'is-blamirig hon, members on this
side for wasting time. The hon. member has been on
his 'feet for a few minutes and I have been wondering
what he has” said! because this’ Bill before us deals
Wi‘th ‘the Package TaxAct but he has said nothing on it,

We ‘all know that any raise in taxes is not wel-
comed but we also know that taxes will be increased
from time to time. However, when one reads this Bill
and goes into it carefully and do alittle simple arith~
thetic, it would support what we on this side are con-
ténding. It does not mean thatthe merchants are going
to bear this increasedtax, they are going to pass it on
to ‘the tnasses. People in general do not mind paying
higher taxation and so long as itis right,.they are
ready  and willing to change over from one thing to
another.

-“Your Homour, I will ask you to tell me what the
merchants are going to de'about this tax. All this
additional expense will be passed on to the people of
this country. There are several thingswhichcome in
packages and it just means that the merchants would
have to pay more and, in' my opinion, 1 see the mexr-
chants are not goingto bear this tax, they are going to
pass it-on, The people will not know the effects of this
Bill until they realise that the things which they buy
have gone up.

Some people like to go around and blame other
hon. members for wasting time. I am just making a
few remarks. My point is this. When this tax is im-
posed nowhere would you see that the merchants in
any bracket bearing the increased expenses, No one
can say that this taxwill not cause a little more in the
cost of living. Those are the few remarks which ]
Rave to make.

12,50 p.m.,

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Leader of the House
¢aught my eye a second or so after the hon. junior
member for St. James had completed his contribution,
but if the hon.member is replying for the Governm:nt,
the hon. senior member for St. Joseph may proceed,

. Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, I did intend to
reply for the Government.

Mz, SMITH: Mr. Speaker, the Objects and Rea-
sons of this Bill are to amend the Package Tax Act,
1941, by imposmg an additional tax of 25 cents per
56 pounds on every package of goods other than those
mentioned in the First Schedule to the Actwhich ex-
ceed 56 pounds. Now, Sir, I was a little late and the
hon. junior member for St. Thomas was on his feet
when ] appeared here, and it would make me believe
that he really does not know what is going on. From
the tone of his speech, he just does not know what is
going on. Now, Sir, the Hon. Prime Minister last
Tuesdsy said that this increase will not be passed
on to the consumer but I have to take him up on this
becsuse imagine for every 56 pounds youhave to pay
25 cents, We have packages impozrted into this countxry
with commeodities that are always used by the poor of

this country. In other words, the rich people do not

use it. They have no use for that commodity. Suppose
the package weighs 350 pounds or over. Fifty-six
into 350 and over, you can clearly see, you do not nged
a Harrisonian to work it out, because ifI can woxk it
out anybody can. The increase onthat commodity will
be in the vicinity of about $1.50 more causing that
package to be $1.75 instead of 25¢ upto last week, it
will be $1.75 this week. Imagine the Prime Mimister
of this country telling the people of this country that
1/2¢ per lb, of anything is nothing for the wholesaler
to pass on; now that will tell me, Sir, that he really
does not want any advice from anybody, he is not pre-
pared to listen to anybody and he is going it aloge gnd
does not know anything about it. That is as plain as
A,B, C,because when he says that 1/2¢ pex lb, of any~
thing is not sufficent to merit an increase or to pass
it on to the consumer, he is expectingthe Wholesale’r
to bear it. I believe him to say so.

Now you have: $1.50 on one item and there may
be merchants turning out about 10 of these packages
and the wholesaler orthe mexchant will be out of pag-
ket by $15. There isthe possibility that that particular
wholesaler can lose no less than $400 to $500 pex
day depending on his turnover, but yet the Prime .
Minister is telling me 1/2¢ per lb. is nothing, that is
how he takes it. Being an Economist, if that is how. an
Economist takes things, this is how an ignoramus -
takes it now, and let us both go together, economist
and ignoramus. I am on top, Sir, my figures will "~
prove.

When one is saying that the Opposition will cri~
ticise, yes, I will criticise, but I am not so ignorant
as to think that a Government does not have to get
money to run the country, they must get it, whether
it be my Government, your Government, Ido not care
whose Government, you have to look for money to run
the country. If you are spending money you have to get
money, but I will criticise when one is trying to fool
an Assembly or to fool the people by saying that this
cannot increase the cost of living.

Now 1 feel, Sir, if the hon. Prime Minister did
not resort to those remarks last Tuesday you would
not hear me, but when he isnow saying that a trap is .
being set, and although setting a trap still warning the
rat not to go into the trap, I cannot understand, if he
set a trap let the rat go into it, but now warning us
not to be caught in the trap; he may think that it is
the Opposition here who is going to be caught in that
trap, but I am telling him here and now it is the peo-
ple of this country we caught in the trap, and it is
the trap of increased taxation, and we must
pay it. )

Icanclearly see that rather that it be said that the
budget has lashed the poor man’s food, he has re~
strained from hitting: the food, but you strike what
contain the food, but what happened, itisstill a blow,
you did not put anything on the salt meat, no one can
accuse. you for doing that, you did not interfere with
it, the neck bones and so on that certain people do
not use and certain people have to use, you appeal to
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them and say you have not interfered with that, but
when you tell me about the Package Tax, he knows
nothing at all about the Package Tax, so the people
will still say it is a first-class budget, I myself will
say it is a nice budget.

1.00 p.m.

When I was going down the steps a week or so
ago, somebody said ‘‘Smith, you cannot say a word.
You have a nice budget.”’ I am sure that you will rea-
lize that the package tax, with this increase, is
going to bring in a lot of money to the Government,
more money than if they had touched the meat. Still
you are trying to fool me. If the Prime Minister did
not say that,Iwould not have said a word, but 1 cannot
sit here and allow the Prime Minister, who is an
economist, and I, an ignoramus, to feel that he has
put something on me. I will have to prove my facts
and my figures today. I know that he is sitting cool
and he will get the money, and it will be a lot of
money too, by this increased Package Tax. Yesterday
morning I met a friend on the beach and he said that
his wife used to pay 19 cents at the laundry for clean-
ing a sheet and now she is asked to pay 30 cents be-
cause the price of fuel has gone up! Are you still tell-
ing me that you are not increasing the cost of living?
Are you going to tell me that this is a first~class
Budget in the people’s favour. The only time when it
is a nice thing by way of an increase is when the
wages of a servant or an employee are being in-
creased. You will get off there but when it comes to
taxation, you cannot get away. We must pay taxes be-
cause the country must be run and you should be
honest enough to tell the people so. ‘“We know that
you will not be too happy when we make these in-
creases, but we are bound to do it; if we do not do it
we cannot survive.’® That is what we should tell the
people; but you want to take up a hunter and throw it
into people and then say: ‘‘I did not hit you.’' Do you
mean to say that you are stinging me and you still
say that you did not hit me? That cannot work.

The Prime Minister may not know it, but some
of his Ministers may know it. He said that the Bud-~
getary proposals are from his own commonsense.
I listened to that; that will mean that he does not know.
I know that some ofhis Ministers do know. There are
artisans, carpenters and masons who own motor cars.
You will pardon me when I say ‘““cars’’I should have
said “‘ars®’ because the ““c*’ has already gone. Every-
thing has gone out of these ‘“‘ars’’ already. The car-
penter or mason has to use his ‘“ar’’ to get to work.
A bicycle cannot help him or the bus cannot help him
because he must get to his work in time. A mason
or carpenter receives about $8.00 a day and working
for 5 1/2 days a week, he would receive $44.00. That
mason or carpenter may have his wife and two or
three children and the ‘‘ar’’ is going to take the big-~
gest slice, but he must getit.Sir,1am not criticising
the increase in taxation but I want to explain to this
House how it is, in truth and in fact, that the cost of
living is bound to rise and the small fellow is bound
to get the hardest blow. What has happenedis that the
Government has to get money to repair the roads for
the same ‘‘ar’ to travel on. The cost of the renewal
of a driver’slicence has beenincreased from $1.20 to

$5.00, anincrease of $3.80, There is also an increase
of a penny a gallon on the gasolene which the small
fellow uses in his ‘‘ar’’, and so you go on. You have
to pay for car parts and that is a heavy item. When
you come to car parts which are imported into this
island, do you know that a package can weigh as much
as a ton or two tons accordingto the size and quality
of the parts? And if a package exceeds a certain
weight you have to pay an increase, and so the cost
of these parts must go up.

Mr. Speaker, I do not mind the increased cost of
the ‘‘smokes’’ because I am an old man, ready to go
back where 1 came from; I have never smoked and
therefore everybody can do like me. I believe that
people can live without smokes but they cannot live
within their little ‘‘darrue.’’ If aman likes his smokes
I cannot blame him for that, but you hit him a penny
a box on his smokes. I want to say, Sir, that when
everything is added up, do you think the increase is
any less than $5.00 or $6.00?

1.10 p.m.

That is the nice Budget that some people are
praising. That was mentioned today. We cannot get
away from it. If I were the Prime Minister of this
country, I would have to do something about it,

Well, Sir, I cannot stay here, or elsewhere, and
let the Prime Minister put up this nice Budget, what
he calls a freedom Budget, and do not let people know
that it is not a free for all. It may be free from the
grave,

Now, Sir, we have to be serious as representa=~
tives of the people. We should let the people know the
truth and everybody would feel free with each other.
However, when you get one party telling the people
one thing and the other party telling them another
thing, the people are bound to look up and say whom
they think is the right party. Thisis how some people
take things. The boys over here are going to tell the
people the truth. Members on the other side are put-
ting it their way. They are saying that the Barbados
Labour Party did not do these things. It is alright
talking it that way but that is not getting to the point,

Tell me any Government that likes to tax the
people, No Government would want to do it, If the
present Government can reduce taxation, they would
do so now. But for God’s sake, do not tell the people
that it would be the mexchants or wholesalers who
would bear this tax., Do not tell them that one-half
cent per parcel is all that they would have to bear
extra, Why say one-half and do not say one-fiftieth
per package more? One~half cent per parcel sounds
like nothing but one-fiftieth part would sound like
something. 1 would not blame him for putting it that
way, I would blame myself for not explaining it.

When it comes to the business of trade, that is
my line, let us get in a room and talk business. Of
course, if you are going in for top figures, what you
call the economic side of it, well you got me. How-
ever, this is where the economists and 1 disagree.
The Hon. Prime Minister knows it by figures but I
have it by practice.
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.. 1 take it to’ be one-fiftieth per parcel and that
would' mean something, I leave it for the economists
to'say that you are-right. As I said before, I would
wot hlame him for puttmg it his way.

I8 S
i Suppose the Hon. Minister of Trade telephones
me- and tells.me that he wants to know something
about certain things going on, I'am thére with him,
T'would tell him and I'am sure he would get the bull
Py the head. That is the result of asking questioms.
This world i not made up of one type of people, it is
made ‘up‘of -all types. We all have to serve one an-
other. This'ig where the Govérnment went wrong. At
any'time I am willing to help on behalf of the Govern-
tivent, I would not refuse to help if they ask me to do
anything when' it ¢omes to trade. If you are going to
say that some people do not know what is going on, and
you are wasting time to ask him a question, that is
your business.

I say; letus come together as one. It is not to say
that this is election time. At election time I have my
sword sharpened:but when we are in here, let us
dwell together in unity and work for the benefit of
the: people. There - are lots of people in here who do
#ot like 'to hear me talk in here. The only way you
¢an: prove  to yourself that you have nothing against
Smith returning here, is to ask him if he would do
something and then see if he would do something, Of
course, I would not expect you to come home at me
and ask me to do anything, but let us do it publicly.
lmvite me to your public office and I would come.

If this Package Tax Bill was brought down:a
diffexent way, I would agree with it. You would still
gét thé same amount of money that you want by it.
Rather-than making: it that you pay twenty-five cents
oti“eévery fifty-six pounds, it should be put a certain
way and you would be getting the same amount from
1611 would not be able to say one single word on this
if'yfoti-had done it the right way. Members on this side
wéhld not ' be able to offer any criticism if you had
done it the right way. Itisnotwrong for trying to get
the money that you need but the way you are doing it is
wyong.

7 T understand that down at the Customs they want
to weigh everything. If you carry on inthis way I am
sure that one shipment of goods would catch another
hfffour bond house. Another shipwould get back in and
fiid that:you have not finished calculating yet. You
a#é going to find that the work which Customs Officers
wiHl have to do will cause these cases to remain down
thene longer than-five days.

- T hope the Hon. Minister in charge of Trade will
taﬁe what I say here seriously.lamout for your get-
tifig your taxes. What you would find by the way that
you are doing it is that you are trying to get it one way
and it will be going out from you the other way. In
other words, tax it right, and you would get some
where. The way the hon. miember is doing it is bad
and Wwe' are trying to put him right. In other words I
m ot “Fix-it~right” 'cursing anybody at all today.

Mr. SPEAKER: Neither today nor ever.

My, SMITH: I am appealing to the Hon. Minister
to take back this Package Tax Bill and try and do it
another way otherwise you are going to make it very
hard on the consumers. We are thinking of those pex-
sons, who after the weekis finished and they honestly
pay their bills, they find that nothing is left. I am
thinking in terms of those people. You have a few
whom the only thing that can affect them is death.
1.20 p.m,

You are going to find yourself over-collecting the
amount you want. If you go into the figures and you
have an Economist at the top, you have all top men,
top figures men, tell them to go into this thing fairly
and squarely, they will be able to tell you that you are
going to over-collect the amount you want. What still
has me thinking, is that the Prime Minister still re-
fuses to let us know how much this particular tax ex-
pects to bring. I cannot remember hearing him tell
us that, and he should be in a position to tell us, but
he leaves me to think that it is going to bring in so
much that he is not going to letus know until after it
is done because we will not be able to criticise it now.
I believe he does not know, he did not také time offto
go into it, I cannot ask the Hon. Leader of the House,
because the Prime Minister said he does nottake the
time from anyone as far as his budgetary proposals
are concerned, it is his own commonsehse. I cannot
try to embarrass the Leader, hearing what the Prime
Minister told us, so I would not expecthim to tell us
now, but the Prime Minister really does not know
himself or he is hiding, but I am saying that he is
going to collect more than he thinks if he continues
to get this 25¢ on every 56 pounds. Now the weight
of certain packages may not bring more than a little
extra $10, but it is still $10 extra. I understand the
Hon. Prime Minister is a first-class flyer inthe ar,
I think he is one of the best. Some time ago he was
flying and it landed upin Seawell ground, I am speak-
ing under correction and Thope thatifl am wrong the
Leader of the House will stop me, I think the things
for the aeroplane are free. Everybody cannot handle
an aeroplane, I will never be able to fly one, except
the little one I see my grandson pushing about in the
house, but I am saying this tax really would be a
serious thing if you do notgo into it, because you will
see that you are going to over-collect. Do not do it
if you can save it. Why are yougoing to try and drag
it out to put it down - and you are taking it from peo-
ple who are not able. If you can drag it out of the
people that are able, do so, but you cannot tax A’s
food one way and B's food another, it would not be fair
to do so, but do not penalise the small fellow and thep
put it down. It can be done easily but the Prime Min~
ister may not think so. When a businessman sees that
his losses are so glaring, do you think he will not do
something about it? He cannot do itéxcepthis mark-
up is so handsome that he can affordto do otherwise.
I do not think that his mark-up canbe such that he can
afford to lose $1,000 in aday and still ‘have to pay his
expenses and such things. If that is so, every whole-
saler would be a big~-shot and he would retire early
because he would be making too much money. Let us
go into the matter and see it. The Prime Minister
may say that the Packagé Taxisthe lowest’ increase,
but, in my opinion, it is the most.
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Mr. CORBIN: Mr, Speaker, I was sitting here all
the time and 1 did not think that I would have had to
speak, but my mind has been fixed. The object of this
Bill is to amend the Package Tax Act, 1941, to impose
an additional tax of 25 cents on every package of
goods. (Mr. St. JOHN: No.) It is to impose an addi-
tional tax of 25 cents per 56 pounds on every package
of goods, other than those mentioned in the First
Schedule to the Act, whichexceeds 56 pounds in weight
If a package of chicken is 100 pounds that is 25 cents
and it is 1/2 cent a pound on each package. Some
boxes may have 15 packages or 20 packages and it
is 1/2 cent a pound whichthe Government is imposing
upon the consumers of this island for chicken. I do
not think that that is an extraordinary increase. If
you were to go to some places and see packages being
opened and you saw the amount which came out of one
package, it would be surprising to you. Youmay find
that one box contained about 50 packages and we have
to find ways and means to get some of that money.
There are people who think of the division but not of
the responsibility which the State has. The Prime
Minister of this country is just the same as a house-
wife; she has to find ways and means of running the
house and the Prime Minister has to find ways and
means of running the country. We have to find ways
and means to run the country no matter what we do.
We need a better water supply, better homes, better
education and better facilities throughout the whole
island and you will see that the Budget has been in-
creased from year to year because of the vast fa-
cilities which we are granting to the people. We have
provided free secondary education, we have been
providing houses and we have improved 100 per cent
on these facilities. Education today is the greatest
job we have to fight with, because we have to try and
educate the people. Unless we educate the masses of
the people, we will have confusion continually,

People may talk aboutthe increase inthe package
tax but that is the only possible means whereby I see
that money will be coming in. Allthe big people of this
world have been prospering by bringing in so many
goods. Sometimes you will open a package and when
you think it is a package ofham, it may be a package
of jewels. Valuable items canbe hidden away in these
packages; people may ship these boxes to the Customs
and then they go to the merchants or agents and they
are opened there. You will then see what comes out
of these packages. That is why we are taxing these
people in order to get this money. These people were
getting away with murder all of this time and I feel
that the Hon. Prime Minister has made the right and
proper move in the right direction. When we come
into this House, we come here about the Govern-
ment’s responsibility and I believe that both sides of
this House will have that at heart, Anybody who wants
to resist taxation can tell the people that this Gov-
ernment is taxing them heavily, but I do not see it.
As I have already said, the only possible means of our
existence is through taxation; I am sure about that.
If we do not tax the people, whére will we get money
from? I am sure that this 1/2 cent a pound increased
on chicken is not unreasonable. It is not the package
of chicken which is affecting people; it is what is in
these packages. These people were gettmg away, 1 re-

peat, with murder all the time. I am glad to see the
step which the Hon. Prime Minister has takento im~
pose this taxation on these packages. We have to stop
this murder from taking place. we have been extending
the schools; we have takenover Seawell International
Airport, which the last Government started to build,
and we have that debt to pay. We have also taken over
the Deep Water Harbour and the Hospital which pro-
jects were also undertaken by the last Government.
We have all of these debts to pay, and where will we
get the money from? The salaries of policemenhave
been increased, so have the salaries of the Civil Ser-
vants and where are we to get the money from if we
do not find ways and means to collect this money?
Roads have to be constructed and all of these things
call for money. We do hope that, withthe co-operation
of members of both sides of the House, we will find
ways and means by which we will run this Govern-
ment,

Mr, SPEAKER: The questionis that this Bill......

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: Mr, Speaker, I have
heard today and previously, alotoftalkon this Pack-
age tax, this increase of 25 cents. per 56 pounds on
every package of goods,.other than those mentioned
in the First Schedule to the Act, which exceeds 56
pounds in weight.

1.40 p.m.

There are certain commodities like milk, saxr-
dines, and corned beef - a lot of these commodities
are packaged together because of the Package Taxin
this Island. A lot of these commodities usedto come
in before in one and one and a half cubic feet con-
tainers but because of the Package Tax Act today
these shippers are bringing in things infive and two-
fifths tons containers for the same amount of money.

If the shippers and merchants are doing this kind
of thing and are saving this type of expense by bring-
ing in things this way, it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to watch these things as closely as possible,
There are many commodities, under the Package Tax
Act which are brought in in packages over fifty~six
pounds per package. If merchants and shippers con-
tinue in this manner, thenthey would halt the revenue
of this country.

Mr. Speaker, I cannot see the extra hard burden
created on the consumer by the imposition of this tax.
1 do agree that the merchants and shippers should re-
ceive a fair return for whateverthey are doing in any
kind of business which they are doing and a merchant
would be stupid to continue in business whenhe finds
out that he does not get the normal profits which he
should get. Similarly, the Government would be stupid
to see something happening to circumvent what they
have in mind and do nothing about it,

As Minister of Trade I would not like to sit here
and see these merchants indulging in any profiteering,
If this Government discovers any merchant making
what I would call undue profits I would ask the Gov-
ernment to do something about it,
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.pay. Even the

..Mr.. SPEAKER: Once. again, 1 warn hon., mem~
hers .on-both. gides of this House shoyt their behaviour
in. Ahis. :House and to me,. ssSpeaker. . :

= Hon. G, G, FERGUSSON: Sir;, we on this side of
the House have no othex: alternatiye but to look after
the people of this country if there is any recourse by
pesple to- profiteering, ..., - ' Sl eh

Mr, Speaker, 1 would like to state thatone of the
reasons why this Budget is unsavoury to hon. mem-
bexs on the other.side is because they went around
telling: the. people how much tax they would have to
ewspapers;in this colony, took up the
matter and was telling the people what increases they
would have to pay, on this and on that. Members on
that side and their frignds were so prepared for a big
taxation policy that they eyen bought new motor cars.
They, told the people that gasolene would be put at one
dollar a gallon and all that sort of thing. They have
been so surprised at this Budget that members of the
Opposition have got to make some sort of defence to
th;;: people of this _country.,_ \

I would 11ke to say that Barbadia.ns all over the

world have a reputation of bemg ahard-working peo~
p]e We hear in this Chamber a lot about the cost of
hv;,ng of the people havmg gone up. If we are to.go
fox:ward and the condltions,gf the people.of this country
are. to improve, cextainly the cost of living must go
up. 1 have great pleasyre,M;r. Speaker, in sitting here
ami saying that the cost of living of the people has gone
up, since 1961 but.the standard of hvmg of the people
on. the other hg.nd bas gone up cqmmensurately. We
h&ve put forward many ;hmgs towards the improve-
ment. of their Welfare. :
o Tt;e_ pride of a man,grows more when he knows
that he is contributing to the welfare of his country.
He is made tofeelthathe is go loafer or sponger. We
have.no dread of the Package Tax aslong as develop-
ment is being made for the people mozrally, socially,
financially and othexwise. ,

... Mz, St. JOHN: Mz. Speaker, after listening to the
last hon. member who spoke, his speech has brought
me to my feet. 1did notwantto speak on this subject,
as.a malter of fact, on any individual bill which has
been put forward as a result of the Budget, my reason
being that I feel that no proper debate can take place

on the Budget upless it.is taken on the Budget as a
whole.

The Hon. Minister said that he wants to assure
this House that'his’ Mimstry would take steps to see
that there will be no profiteeﬁng ‘That phrase s what
has' brought me to my féet because” if there is any
Minister who has fatled to do it, itis the Minister of
Trsade. Do you ¥how 6f any greater pro‘ﬁteermg than
the ‘orie thousand dollars that has disappeared ‘from
the Market? What has the Minist&r doné about it? Ab-
solutely nothing Look at whatis taldng place in milk.
What has the Minister done about it? Absolutely

nothing

'l'fhda speech coming ae it is from the last hon.
member who spoke, is such that one would have

thought his ministry is of the kind that one would ac-
cept what he says. Can he bonestly say this? He is
going to say that this is not going to have any effect
on the consumers. Then there is this talk Mr. Speaker
about the change of the Government,

1.50 p.m. ‘ ’

. This talk .about a change in the packaging of
goods leading to a reduction in the revenue in Bar-
bados is a point that at first sight may lead one into
the position of saying that if itis so corrective mea-
surgs. must be taken. Qpe would think that having
heard the Minister of Finance and the last Speaker,
that a tremendous drop in revenue in Barbados has
taken place since the increase in the Package Tax in
1961 from 12¢ to 25¢ by this Government, but let us
look.at the Estimates produced by the Hon, Minister
of Finance in this Government and see what the posi-~
tion is.. '

».In 1961-62 the actual revenue collected was
$247,945; in 1962-63 it moved to $479,496. After a
doubling of the Package Tax in.1963-64 it moved furth-
er to $588,299. lLet us look pow at the Approved Es-
timates 1967-68 - this year's Estimates - and we
can. continue and we see that in 1964-65 it moved to
$619,624, the next year - 1965-66 - $596,000. The
first time between 1964-65 and now there is an un-
sigmficant drop of $23,000, the revised estimates for
1966-67 puts it at $596,900, and their own estimate
this year is $620,000. Where is the effect of this
great change in the shipping manner that the hon.
member is talking about? It is nowhere borne out
by the figures produced by them, knowing full well
that they have a gap to close betweentheir projected
yexplendi‘ture_l and their projected revenue, knowing full
well that as a result of the wastage that they have al-
lowed to occur.in central Government, and particu-
larly in Statutory Boards, and judging by the per-
formance of some hon. members inhere, right here in
the Legislature - having heard the hon. member for
St. Andrew who just spoke, one can honestly come to
the conclusion that any expenditure on him is a
wastage. v '

. The posii;iori is that this is an attempt to look
for an excust to try and delude the people of this
country as to the full impact of Package Tax and the
full intention of the Government in raising substam
tial additional revenue by this source. That is the
truth of the matter; the truth and the Government on
the other side are bad friends, Mr. Speaker, itis
impossible for t;he MiIuSter of Finance to come in
here and tell this House that he does not have in his
mind a projection as to. the effects of a particular
course of action and particularly a tax measure, If
he does not have it, it shows he is blatantly incompe-
tent; if he has it and refuses to disclose it to this
House it shows that there is something radically
wrong in the mentality of any person who would do
that, but we know ‘Sir, that there are ma.ny people in
the world who must look fora scapegom:, they must
look for an excuse, or they must look for some means
of divexting the attention of the people that they may
have to deal with, andthe means usedon this occasion
by the hon. Minister of Finance is to come in ‘here and




512

N

f

make a bald statement and then to leave. Imagine the
hon. Minister of Education saying he is goingto reply
on behalf of the Governmert; we have not heard the
reply yet, we have heard the Minister of Trade whose
Ministry has more to deal with this matter than the
hon. Minister of Education’s Ministry. The hon. Min-~
ister is only going to deliver a brief that somebody
has put before him; I hope he deals with this brief
in here in a better manner than he did with the brief
for the Church.

Now, Sir, when one looks at the whole of this,
and one examine the first Schedule, and one examine
the goods that are exempt from tax, I challenge any-
body speaking for the Government to say - let them
deny that an addition in the Package Tax does not
affect the consumer; that the tax on gasolene would
not have an effect on the costofliving, and the effect
of the taxes which were all part of the budget that
they spoke on previously, that was praised previous-
ly, that this House was deluded by. The ‘‘n"’ product
is going to arise in Barbados if youhave to pay addi-
tional Package Tax, if you have to pay an additional
amount for your gasolene. Let them deny that. I
would welcome the Government and the Minister
saying that he is going to take steps to prevent pro-
fiteering, because every time he tries to take a step
1 am going to point out that the Minister speaks one
thing and does something different, which has been
the main characterristic of his Ministry, and I will
remind him again, do not wait for the effect of the
Package Tax to deal with the milk, do it now and then
we will have confidence in him,

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: On' a point of order, the
hon. senior member for Christ Churchhas mentioned
about the milk; the only importers of milk in this
Country is the Barbados Dairies of which the Gov-
ernmsant of Barbados owns 25%, 25% is owned by
Barbadian shareholders, 25% by the New Zealanders
and 25% by the northern boards. The function of the
milk plant is for diversification, for the expansion
of cattle growth in this country, and any profit goes
to the Barbados Dairies for the improvement of this
country and not for any private enterprise asthe hon.
senior member for Christ Churchwould like to insin-
uate.

Mr. ST. JOHN: That is an opinion for the gods.
That is not a point of order.

Mr. SPEAKER: On this occasion he is right, it
is not a point of order, it is a point of _e:_:planation.

Mr. ST. JOHN: It is an opinion for the gods as
far as I am concerned. In his having disclosed those
facts, the Minister puts himself in considerable
worse light because the way how the milk plant is
being run now, it is for the benefit of the minority of
the shareholders as a resultofdecisions’ made by one
man or two men or by three men, not Government
decisions. They can put what price they like, they
have reduced the price of milk to the producers, and
it is running directly contrary to the diversification
policy of the Ministry. Let him deny that fact.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Sﬁeaker,'on apoint
of order. The milkpfant attempted to reduce the price
of milk to the producer but they did not succeed:

Mr. SPEAKER: I congratulate the hon. member
on the concise manner in:which he made his point.

Mr. ST. JOHN: The more they rise the more they
are going to play in my hands.
2.00 pm.

The position is such that if something drasticin
not done, the very diversification policy which the
hon. member talks about, is going to fall in a vital
aspect of it. Normally, the production of ...ieceersss

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has dealth
exhaustively with his point. He has gone sufficiently
far afield on the question of milk and diversification.
Let him now return to the Package Tax.

Mr. ST. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, I am dealing with
the Hon. Minister’s point. I am only trying to show
that far from having confidence we should recognise
that they are certain deficiencies. We, on this side of
the House, will be debating thé whole aspect of this
matter when we come to deal at alater date with the
Budget as a whole; but we want the other side to-know
that there are certain items here like potatoes, salt
pork and things of that kind, things that are basic,
very basic, to the standard’ of diet in this country.
(Hon. N, W, BOXILL: You are always misleadirg the
House). The hon. member says thatIam always mis-
leading the House, but let himr-deny that potatoes carry
a package tax. They sit down and make irrelevant
speeches with absolutely nothing in them at all, In
no way at all do they advance any pros or cons but
they sit down and say that somebody on behalf of the
Goverment deny that a package tax is paid on pota-
toes. Let them deny the fact that salt pork, which
comes in barrels, carries a package tax, Let any
member of the Government check the facts for him=-
self, I can now see why the Minister of Finance does
not consult some hon. members on that side. I hope
that the Hon, Minister, in the course of his reply,
will treat this House with the respect which it de-
serves and that he will inform us as to what exactly
the Government in its mind thinks it will raise from
this package tax.

Mr, SPEAKER: The question is that this Bill be
NOow read .eeeceeee

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, like the hon.
member who has just sat down, 1 do feel that we would
do much better in debating the Budget as a whole
where there is ample opportunity for hon. members on
both sides of the House to speak their minds on the
motion of which notice has been given by the Hon.
Leader of the Opposition. I note in passing that that
motion neither praises nor blames and is merely
introduced to enable discussion to take place with re-
spect to the individual proposals of the Budget. It is
very difficult, as the hon. member has just said, for
any meaningful debate to take place on the Budget if a
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tremendous sidetrack is going to take place on
speeches on the individual proposals. I do not know
why the hon. senior member for Christ Church has

> ¥waxed so warm onwhat, after all, is a simple matter.

I:have always told him that he should not generate
more heat than he could contain. There is nothing to

. quafrel about in any of these matters. As I see it,

Mr. Speaker, despite the things said in speeches
which were made on the.other side on this Bill, the
criticisms of Government policy, despite the noise
and the flogging and shouting, in respect of this Bill
appear to bowl themselves down to two, whichI shall
attempt to deal with.

;-1 just want to make one general comment, The
introduction and amendment of the Package Tax Act
will be the occasion of some difficulties and problems
initially, but that is true of the imposition of almost
any new tax. In this particular case, these difficulties
and problems are all to be expected because the im-
porters are not concerned with commodities except
in the case of those commodities which are men-
tioned in Column 1 of the First Schedule of this Bill.
Naturally, it must be expected that the Customs De-
partment will take the necessary administrative
measures to deal with whatever problems arise and
after a few days the difficulties and problemswill be
disposed of, those difficulties being merely adminis-
trative ones.

A number of allegations have been levelled
against this amendment to the Package Tax Act, and
of these allegations, there are only two which should
be dealt with. I think that hon, memberson the other-
side have made those allegations with varying de-
grees of emphasis and, of course, varying degrees of
acumen. The accusations are, firstly, that the im-
position of this tax will increase the cost of living
and, secondly, it will slow up the process of clearing
goods. As a matter of fact, the hon. senior member
for St. Joseph said that before you clear one ship-
ment, the boat will have returned with another ship-
ment. | think that both of those criticisms are the sort
of criticisms that you would expect to hear whenever
a new tax has been introduced or whenever the burden
of existing taxation has been increased, and they are
made by people who are dissatisfiedwith a particular
bit of revenue legislation or with tax proposals gen-
erally.

2,10 p.m.

I do not claim to know, and it would be a brave
man who would say. As I have explained, in any new
taxation or in any new imposition of that tax it is ex-
pected to create some new dislocation. I do not believe
that despite their alarm and their fearfulness this
new tax is going to create any burden on the consu-
mers.,

- There are a large number of important items,
like fish, corn meal, canned meat and petroleum pro-
ducts which in no way will be affected by this amend-
ment. There are also a number of items which al-
though it is possible for them to be affected in pack-
ages under firty~six pounds weight, and they can only
be affected where the package is over fifty~six pounds.

I think this was referred to on the last occasion by
some hon. members on that side. The hon. junior
member for St. Peter referred to this on the last
occasion before the sitting was suspended and I
think they know the figures. This amendment bear
heavily on those kind of commodities.

I am informed that chicken parts are imported
in packages, well below fity-six pounds. Ifthatis so,
there is no increase in the package tax on this item.
On the other hand, there are some items on which the
twenty-five cents will be payable on the package.
Some of these items were mentioned by the Hon.
Prime Minister, such as onions and English potatoes.

I think what the hon. senior member for Christ
Church admitted in respect of these items, like onions
and potatoes, he was right, but wrong in what he de-
nied. It is true that they come in quantities which he
said they came in. At the same time, however, the
kind of commodities which they are, and since the .
mark-up on them is subject to rise and fall accord-
ing to in-season and out-of-season, 1 do not think
there is any justification in saying that any increase
in price has arisen due to the package tax.

The Hon. Minister of Agriculture has given an
assurance and this is an assurance which still holds
good despite the flaring~-up of the hon. senior member
for Christ Church, It is Government's business to
see that no undue hardship is brought to bear on
consumers ostensibly if there is a change in package
rates. In addition, I am confining what I have to say
on the Bill before us and not on budgetary matters
which would be more appropriately said when the
Resolution on the Budget Speech by the Leader of the
Opposition is being dealt with.

The tax of twenty-five cents on fifty-six pounds
is ridiculously low. That is common ground on both
sides of the House because the hon. senior member
for St. Joseph conceded that this is so. He said that
with respect to motor cars he did not think the addi-
tion in package tax would provide more than ten
thousand or twelve thousand dollars.

All in all, Mr, Speaker, the Government seesno
reason why the amendment to the Package Tax should
necessarily cause an increase inthe coston consum-
ers unless in some cases a section of the business
community takes the opportunity of the added expense
of one-quarter cent on a particular item to pass on
one or a penny for it to the consumer,

I do not think the entire business community is
unscrupulous or as spineless as the hon, juniormem-
ber for St. Peter drew to the House. I think they will
honour their agreement and carry out the law. How-
ever, 1 will say that on some occasions and in cer-
tain circumstances the minority might take the op-
portunity to pass this very infinitessimal raise onto
the consumer on the ground that it is a result of the
Package Tax Act. Well, it is with aview of defeating
and avoiding that kind of situation that the Hon. Min-
ister of Trade gave the undertaking which the Gov-
ernment has in mind to protect the comnsumers.
2.20 p.m.
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As 1 said, I do not believe the majority of people
in business houses will want to do this, but there may
be some who will, and itis certainly against the con-
science of this minority. Administrative and other
decisions have been taken and it has been said - and
this is the second main point - that there will be
holdups in the clearing of goods from the Port. 1 can
well imagine that in the initial stages there must be
some administrative confusion, butIwould think, Mr.
Speaker, that in matters like these, people who oper-
ate the Customs Department of this island would not
be entirely or not at all be void of common sense, and
expect in cases where the application of common
sense would clearly break the law, I cannot imagine
any situation like this. That is why I say that while I
anticipate that there must be, in my view, initial
administrative confusion, I cannot see that inthe ap-
plication of common sense to the particular problem
there should be any difficulty.

We have been informed that the gross weight of
packages stated on the invoices in many cases as the
House well knows that bills were paid carrying or
supposed to carry weights and measures., When Cus-
toms Officers and Mexrchants' representatives or
Customs Clerks become accustomed to the calcula-
tions 1 see no reason why things should not clear
with the usual ease, so that the Government’s posi-
tion is simply this. We do not say that some people
in certain circumstances will not try to passon what
they regard as an unfair burden onthemselvesto the
consumer, and the House has already been given the
assurance that the Ministerwill exercise all his abil~
ity in this matter.

On the second point we admit that there could
have been for the first few days some administrative
confusion causing some delay in the clearance of
goods, but we do not see this as continuing beyond
the first few days, and we are already informed that
the Customs Authorities have got the measure of one
of the problems and solved it to the satisfaction of all
concerned; therefore we expect that as from now
there will be smooth working in the Customs. We do
not regard the tax in any way burdensome, we regard
it as realistic.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, a further point raised by
the other side, particularly by the hon. senior mem-
ber for Christ Church who is not now in his place. I
do not know how to satisfy hon. members opposite, I
have understood this fact, that we are debating the
budget; this debate was initiated by them, in which
case it would be our duty in the course of the debate
to place attheir disposal all the information they want
on the budget as such. I am not prepared to give in-
formation, not that I cannot or would not, I just did
not think to bring it and have it available now. Cer-
tainly we are debating a matter, that sort of thing
can be easily answered andwill be; itis only because
I did not anticipate that that kind of question would
have been asked.

The question that the Bill be now read asecond time

was put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the
House go into Committee on this Bill,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

Clause [ was called and passed.

Clause ¢ was called.

Mr. J. M. G. M, ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, Clause

2 of this Bill is the operative Clause in the Section
which will affect the purposes setout by the Minister
of Finance in his budget speech and discussed at some
length by hon. members both on the last occasion
when the House sat and today. The Minister of Educa-
tion, replying to the debate in the second reading,
perhaps correctly outlined two points which members
of this side had principally directed during the second
reading, but we would askthe Minister not to be quite
so complacent as the answer which he gave in respect
of point number 2 which is the point perhaps more
clearly covered by this section.

2.30 p.m.

This deals with the difficulties of the first few
days in the working out of the new Package Tax pro-
posals, This Bill has been introduced on the basis
that it will clear up an anomoly. Some Ministers have
spoken on it on such abasis, but the Hon. Minister of
Education had a more realistic attitude before him.
In our submission, it is not by any means true that it
is only an anomaly which has to be attacked by these
proposals. The Hon. Minister of Trade has outlined
what has been happening since the increase of the
Package Tax and he mentioned sardines and corned
beef as articles which are being made up in larger
and larger packages so as to avoid the operation of
the Act. The Minister is hopelessly and catastrophi-
cally wrong. Sardines and corned beef, come within
the Schedule of the Act as canned meat which comes
in units of 36 pounds; if you were to fill a whole ship
and lift it up, it would be one package because the
Package Tax Act defines a unit of 36 pounds, and the
units have to be varied. You divide the gross weight
of whatever pounds by 36 and multiply by 25 and you
will get the package tax payable. The Hon. Minister
of Trade does not understand the Package Tax Act,
1941, nor this Amendment, When you analyse this
section it is of vital importance to remember, what
one Minister has been able to remember, that is, the
Minister of Education - even the Prime Minister ad-
vised us not to worry with the laws and not to look
into the Customs Tariff Act, that it is no longer on
the Statute Book. That was the Prime Minister’s ad-
vice.

I am glad to see that the Minister of Education
will read his brief and see that he is correct. Now 1
would like to compliment the Minister of Education on
his capable handling of a subject which is so totally
foreign to him. As to the procedure, what has been
happening is that the Customs Authorities have been
interpreting this section with which we are now deal-
ing as if it is a provision of Customs law to expect
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the: present importers to comply with their demands
as if the demands were made under the Customs
Tariff Act and not the Package Tax Act. This will be a
wrong exposition of the difficulties of the working of
the Section because it is, in effect the law. The Cus-
toms Authorities have- certain powers in respect of
the importation of goods, including the right to handle
certain documents which are of approved dutiability,
the availability of these documents and these im-
porters have to show these documents to the Customs
Department. The Minister is nowalongway from his
duties as an importer; -anyhow, the Customs Authori~
ties are interpreting this Section as if all the powers
of the Comptroller of Customs which he canexercise
under the Customs Tariff Act he can also exercise
under the Package Tax Act, and certain importers
have been questioning this. This has caused only
$1,000 to be collected by the Customs because of the
difficulty of getting out these packages. Subsequently,
a compromise has been artived at, a compromise
which the Prime Minister referred to as being for a
period of three months, As I understand it, despite a
cumulative loss of revenue, the Customs officials are
to permit the importers to divide the grossweight of
any landed package by the number of packages and
assess the Package Tax as a result of that division.
All these have been compromises which have been
reached by the Customs Department and the impor-
ters but they cannot represent exactlywhatishere in
the law. I am sorry that the Hon. Minister of Finance
is not here because he has suggested that that is the
way in which things are to be done. That is not the
way .to do things and this operation was part of the
state of affairs which prevailed before this Act came
into force. It is the impression of people that large
packages were coming in here consisting of many
packages for which the importers were paying for one
package. That is not the law, and if it is so, this
Amendment will not remedy it. What was happening
is that the Customs Department would look at an in~
dividual package and if it contains as many as 296
packages. together in one package they would charge
for 296 packages, That is what has been happening.
Where the mischief complained of has been happening
is where goods which can be put in packages of dif-
ferent sizes, are concerned, In the case of low-cost
goods such as many items of food, the Package Tax
consumes a substantial proportion of the price for
these taxable onions, the size of the package being
only limited to what a porter is prepared to lift, but
they have such large packages of onions that they
have to pay twice. My opinion is that a quarter cent
per pound in the case of onions is more than the pro-
fit which the importer gets. I believe that, ultimately,
more profit is made than that, but I doubt that it can
be much outside that type of margin. Onions are com-
ing in in bags of 100 pounds and if you are only paying
25 cents per bag, they will now have to pay 58 cents
per bag and the quarter cent may represent the profit
which the importer gets, In those circumstances, I
do not think that the Minister of Educationwould sus-
tain his argument that this is an imposition which
cannot be passed on.

2.40 p.m.

The Hon. Minister of Education said that the cost

on potatoes is not something which cannot be passed
on.

Flour and corn meal are items whichimporters
bring in in large amounts, over fifty-six pounds.
These are some of the things which are going to be
hit by this tax.

Now, the items which have been referredto such
as jellies are not indeed affected by this tax. There is
another thing which is going to be of some importance
because it is an item which is not anything which is
specially imported, It is not mentioned in the present
schedule of the products which are taxed.

I do not think it comes under tinned meats. 1 re~
fer to carcase meat. Now, carcase meatis subject to
package tax and it is not possible for the New Zea-
land meat shippers to cut up this carcase meat
smaller than the sizes they come here in. I think
some of those sizes are as large as 180 pounds. I
mention what has been told me of the sizes that car-
case meat comes in. If it is to come in at that size
it is going to cost more because it will be subjected
to this new tax. There are other disadvantages.

The Minister can accurately state that some im-
ported items are shipped by shipping tons. Shipping
items are shipped by items of shipping tons and items
of ovoirdupois tons. Only certain articles are shipped
by weight alone.

What is happening at the Custom is this. The
Bill of lading shows the cubit feet of the package, the
particular items are not shown as to how much they
are by avoirdupois weight but the Customs is asking
the particular weight of these items.

Mz, Chairman, I am a novice inthese things so I
do not know how the Customs would go about its busi-
ness in weighing these things, This matter is set out
in avoirdupois weight but packages are generally
shipped by shipping weight. I remember someone
shipping two boxes to me. I think they had something
like 81 or 84 cubit feet in them, If I had been called
upon to say how much they weighed in avoirdupois
weight, I would not be able to say how much they
weighed or how to go about weighing them.

Mz. Chairman, speaking under the terms ofthis
section, there is no machinery which I see that in-
dividual parcels should be priced separately. If you
were to do this at the Port or the Customs, it would
mean taking out each item and weighing each separ-
ately. I have been informed that one businessman has
had to warn the Customs that if all the paraphernalia
of imports and paying duty onimports hasto apply to
paying package tax were to be gone through, with the
importer called upon to make bills of sight, it may re-
sult in their paying 1 1/2 rise on all wholesale
charges.

It is necessary to have a Bill to set procedure for
Customs duties because the importers and Custom
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Officers do not always agree, Quite alotof money is
left at the Customs because the provisions of the Cus-
toms Act by regulations stipulate that one and a half
the amount of duty be left by whomsoever wishes
their goods to be released out of the Customs before
there are finished with. It would be quite a lot of
money if importers also have to leave one and a half
the amount on package tax.

2.50 p.m.

These things are goingz on as a result of this
pariicular clauss which we are now discussing and 1
wou'd welcome some assurance that th: Government
is not being complacent about what is going wrong in
the Poxt at the present time. It seems to me that the
Customs is too readily......

Mr, CHAIRMAN: I would like to draw the hon.
member’'s attention to Rule 44 (1) which states that in
Committee a member shall not discuss the principle
of the Bill but only its details, and I take it that the
hon. member is making a second reading speech.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I would
be obliged if Your Honour could draw to my attention
where I have discussed the principle of the Bill. I am
in a particular position today because we are dis-
cussing that already as a force of law and if
we are not discussing the details when we say how it
is working,lam very sorry, Mr. Chairman, but I have
gone to some trouble not to divert to the principle of
the Bill. I am talking precisely about the table of the
tax, subsection 1 of the Bill, I am talking about that
because this introduces a new computation of Package
Tax. I have talked about nothing but the computation
of Package Tax. I will try notto speak on the princi-
ple of the Bill.

Mz, Chairman, this compromise which has been
arrived at, according to my information by importers
as a breathing space during whichimporters and Gov-
ernment can get together and discuss what amend-
ments may be made to this section. Again I am in-
formed - although it seems to me to be one of these
sweeping statements that make an exception - I am
informed that there is no where else in the world that
has these Package Tax provisions except Barbados.
Certainly importers believe this and they will have to
write to their shippers abroad and tell the shippers
that in little Barbados when they produce an invoice
showing how many items are contained in a package,
they are going to have to put the weight on each item;
even the question of the gross weight and the net
weight. It will be observed that this sectiononly says
weight. When we refer to the Act itself, of course it
does not referto weight and we are in some difficulty.
Some shippers have been raising this point because
a lot of goods are in fact packages in half hundred
size which is normal commercial size. What happens
when you have a half hundred package and for one
reason or another it contains a box that weighs one
pound and a half or two pounds, that package is
weighed by the Customs, it weighs 58 lbs. and you
are charged an additional package tax on it. It must
tip the scale, I do not believe.....,

Mr. WEEKES: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order,
I heard the hon. senior member for St. Thomas say
that we receive onions in this island in 50 lb. packets.
I want to say that that statement is wrong. To tell him
that you get them in hundred pound packets. I want to
let him know that onions are imported here in S0 lb.
packets. On the other hand, all he is doing now is fili~
bustering the Bill.

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Apart from the hon.
membexr's last remark which can be ignored, because
1 understand even in that capacity will be beyond that
hon., member, If the hon. member had listenedto the
early part of the speech he would have heard that
onions come to Barbados inalarger size than 56 lbs.
and over. If they are further imported at the size
which they are now imported they will now have to pay
additional tax.

Mr, WEEKES: Mr, Chairman, again I am saying
that we receive onions in thisislandin 50 1b. packets
and in 100 lb. packets.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: On a point of 6rder. Is
the hon. member speaking on a point of order? If he
has something to contradict, let him wait until the
hon. member is finished.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: 1 misunderstood the
hon, member, If he is directly saying that onions are
imported in 100 lb, packets, he can satisfy himself.
That is a straightforward matter; it is so simple
even the hon. member can understand. My informa-
tion is that to get away from Package Tax they have
been putting onions in larger packages for importa-
tion. These are things perhaps that the hon, member
wakes up too late to comprehend.

My, Chairman, Sir, asIsaythis sectionis giving

difficulties in computation. I am going to suggestthe.

Government has four months before this Billneed be
passed; let the Government consider the suggestion
that it be given alittle longer to see tkl,e workings. As
far as I am concerned, the point that when you divide
the gross weight by the numbex of packages you do not
arrive at the true computation of the Package Tax,
the Government must lose revenue by adopting that
compromise. Let the Government take a little more
time to consider a report from the Customs and con-
sider consulting the importers, they are the people
concerned. I hope that the members of the Govern-
ment will accept this suggestion.

The question that Clause 2 stand part was put and re-
solved in the affirmative without division,
3.00 p.m.

Clause 3 was called and passed,

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Chairman,Ibegto move
that you do now report the passing of one Bill in Com-
mittee,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that,
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The question was put and resolved in the dffirmative
without division,

N The CHAIRM AN reported and Mr, SP EAKER re sumed
the Chair and reported accordingly.

On motions of Hon. J. C. TUDOR seconded by Hon.
C.E. TALMA in ¢ach case, the Bill was read athirdtime

and passed,

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

~Hon. J. C..TUDOR:. Mr, Speaker, I beg to move
that this sitting'be now suspended for one hour and a
quarter, h '

-Hon. C,. E.  TALMA: I beg to second that.

‘The question that this sitting be now suspended for
an hour and a quarter was pui and resolvedin the affirma-
tive without division, and Mr. SPEAKER

suspended the
sitting accordingly., : - :

On-reassembling

COMPANIES (AMENDMENT) BILL

Mr, SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands
in the name of the Hon. and Learned Prime Minister
and it is Order No. 6.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I am asking
leave for the hon. senior member for St. Joseph to
take charge of this Order. (Laughter). I am asking
leave to take charge of this Order in the absence of
the Hon. and Learned Prime Minister and Minister of
Finance.

Mr, SPEAKER: As I understand it, the Hon.
Leader of the House is seeking leave to take charge of
Order No. 6 standing in the name of the Hon. and
Learned Prime Minister, and if there is no objection,
leave will be granted. (Afterapause) There being no
objection, leave is granted the Hon. Leader of the
House to take charge of this Order which is to move
the second reading of a Bill to amendthe Companies
Act, 1910,

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move
that this Bill be now read a second time.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mz, Speaker, I beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the
House go into Committee on this Bill.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The guestion was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House wentinto
Committee on the Bill, Mr. YEARWOOD in the Chair.

The three Clauses of the Bill were called and passed.

The Schedule was called and agreed to,

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman,Ibegto move
that you do now report the passing of this Bill in
Committee.

Hon., C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

The CHAIRM AN reported and Mr. SPEAKER resumed
the Chair and reported accordingly.

On molions of Hon. J. C. TUDOR, secohded by Fon,
C.E.TALMA in each case, the Bill was reada third time
and passed.

PATENTS (AMENDMENT) BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day also
stands in the name of the Hon. and Learned Prime
Minister and Minister of Finance.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I am asking
leave to take charge of this Bill inthe absence of the
Hon. and Learned Prime Minister.

Mr, SPEAKER: The Hon. Leader of the House is
asking leave to take charge of this Order standing in
the name of the Hon. and Learned Prime Minister, and
unless there be any objection, leave will be granted.
(After a pause). There being no objection, leave is
granted the Hon. Leader of the House to take charge
of this Order which is Order No., 7:- To move the
second reading of a Bill to amend the Patents Act,
1903.

4.25 p.m.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, hon. membexrs.
will see that this is a Bill to amend the Patents Act,
1903 to revise the several fees payable thereunder.
The Object of this Billis setoutin two or three para-
graphs. The fees payable are set out in Section 47 of
the Act. I beg to move that the Bill be now read a
second time,

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, some time
ago 1 threw out a hint of certain things in Barbados
needed changing and then congratulate Barbados for
having very low charges.

1 am very glad to see this Billto amend the Pa-
tents Act, 1903 to revise the several fees payable
thereunder. I said that to the hon. member and he told
the Prime Minister. I congratulate the Prime Minis-
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ter for accepting the advice or taking the hint which
was made.

It is hardly anticipated that this Bill would bring
in any great revenue. There are other statutes which
the fees can be raised if there is need for a rise in
taxation and I would suggest to the Hon. Minister of
Finance that he go through many of those statutes for
which fees are payable to the Registrar and make in-
creases accordingly if there is any need for raising
more revenue.

The Registrar is also Registrar of business
names and the Prime Minister may find that an
amendment of the fees on business names might be
very profitable, There are not a large number of
business names which are registered annually but I
hope that the Hon. Prime Minister will consider this
aspect in his next Budget Speech. As I have said, I
am glad that he has followed the advice of the hon.
senior member for St. Thomas.

Tle question that this Bill be now read a second time

was put and resolred in the affirmative without division,

On motion of Hon, J. C. TUDOR, seconded by Hon,
.G, FERGUSSON, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the
ilouse went into Commauttee on the Bill, Mr., YEARWOOD
n the Chair,

Clauses I, 2, 3, and } were called and passed.

The Schedule was called and passed,

On motion of Hon. J. C. TUDOR, seconded by Hon,
G. G. FERGUSSON, Mr. CHAIRM AN reported the passing,

of one Bill in Committee.

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported ac-
cordingly.

On separate motions of Hon. J. C. TUDOR, secondec
by Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON in each case, the Bill was
read a third ttme and passed,

THE ADJOURNMENT

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, so faras I can
see, this concludes Government Business. The House
had dealt with all the Budget Proposals andthe Gov-
ernment has replied to questions raised by hon. mem-=
bers on the other side, and I am pleased to notice that
in dealing with these matters, on no occasionhas the
House been asked to divide on any of the Budget Bills
or Resolutions.

Mzx. Speaker, 1 beg to move that this House do
now stand adjourn until Tuesday next, 18th July, 1967,

at 2.30 o’clock p.m.,
Hon., G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was pul and resolved in the affirmative

without division,

Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly.
4.35 p.m.
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