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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 27th Iune, 1967

Pursuant to the sadjonrnment, the. House of As-
sembly met at 2.30 p.m. o’clock today.

" PRESENT |
His Honour -J: E. T: BRANCKER, Q.C., F.Z.S.,
(Speaker); Mr. L E SMITH, J.P.; Hon. J. C. TUDOR,

M.A., (Minister of Education); Mr. J. W, CORBIN; Hon.
G. G. FERGUSSON, (Minister of Trade, Tourism, Co-
cperatives and Fisheries); Mr. R STC. WEEKES, J.P.;
Mr. W. R. LOWE; Sir @, H. ADAMS, C.M.G., Q.C., B.A.,
D:C.L. (Hon.) (Leader of the Opposition) Mr. W, C. B.
HINDS; Mr. L. S..CRAIG; Mr, H. B, ST. JOHN, L.L.B.,
and Mr. J, M. G. M. ADAMS, M.A.

Prayers were read. -

MINUTES

_

Mr. SPEAKER. l ﬁgmt ;that there -are-po. Min=

utes: available for confirmation at this meeting; Iam
advised by the Clerks at the Table that the fault is
not-that-of either ofthem, . C

J\Hvon.q’ A, DaC.. EDWAI?DS Hon. N W .BOXILL,
Messrs. HOPPIN and HOLDE'R entered the House apd
took their seats.

LETTER OF APPRECIATION

Mr. SPEAKER. l haVe tlnhanour to in.form the:
House that I have received a letter from Lady
Chandler, -dated 24th June,; 1967, in which she re-
quests Mr. Clerk kindly to convey to Mr. Speaker
and Membexs of the House of Assembly herdeep ap-
preciation of the Resolution of sympathy forwarded
to her on the death of her husband, Sir John Chandler.

Mx. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the
House:: that I have. received -froim .the Accousitant
Genetal the Accounts ghd:Statsments eior ﬂ:emnnth
otzNavémhczs 1966, =8 pmewnd by him :

ISR Thl H »,,‘ﬁ;,

S

Mr. . YEARWQOD entered the House and took his
seat. '

PAPER LAID

Horn. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Spea.ker, on the hehal.f of
the Hon, and Learned Prime Minister, Minister of
Finance and Minister of External Affairs, Iam com-
manded to lay the E‘conomic Survey, 1967

~ GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give
notice of a Resolution to approve the Motor Vehicles
and Road Trafﬁc (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations,
1967

Hon. J C. TUDOR: ‘Mr. Speaker, on behalf of
the Hon. and Learned Primae Ministe¥, Minister of
Finance and Minister of External Affairs, I begto
give notice of the following Bills:-

A Bill to grant an additional sum of money out of
the Consolidated Fund and to appropnate the same
for the service of the Island for the year ended 31 st
March 1967 '

T T

I

A Bill to make provision for matters arising
out of the esféblishment of the Caribbeén Free Trade
Association 61 othérwise out of agreements ‘i‘eIating
to trade with members of the Association, ~

-'PRIVATE MEMBER!'S NOTICE’

" SIR GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg
to give nottce of the following Resolution - ff

This House having learnt with dismay and dis-
gust of a statement made to many persons by the
Prime Minister on, being uxrged to, take the question
of .Barbadqs’ joining the . Q&ganisation of Amerxican
states to the House qf Assemh],x, that he, wpuld take
it to a. whorehouse before he, would take it to the
House of Assembly,

Resolves that the attitude of the Prime Minister
to Parliamentary Government as -shown by these
words .and their nature - are not only contemptu-
ous of a.nd n,tterly derogatory to, the dignity of and
respect due to this House, complately unwoxthypf
any of mm.n\;:ags andmomsoofn Ptim Ministex
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. but are in their implications undemocratic and un-

constitutional and deserving of the utmost censure.

Hon. J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, I do not wish
to comment on the text of the motion of which thlce

has just been given, but I'wotild like to ask Your Hof=

our for a ruling as to whether amotion can properly
be introduced in this House, the subject matter of
which, if it ever existed, was not any part of a debate
or discussion in this Honourable House. 1 ask Your
Honour’s ruling on that.

Mr. SPEAKER: The matter will receive mycon- .

sideration.
2,50 p.m,

Mr. HINDS: To enquire of the appropriate Min-
ister:-

1. Is Government aware of the development
taking place in the building and construction industry
in this Island?

2.  Would Government investigate withaview
to finding out whether, or to what extent, the labour
market of carpenters and masons, attendant la-
bourers and clerks engaged in such building and con-
struction is being exploited?

3.  Is Government satisfied thatoverseas and
other firmsenjoying Government contracts in the said
building and construction industry in this island, are
paying adequate wages to workers employed and
making conditions of woxk for these people suchas to
reflect the existence of human standards?

Mr, HINDS: To enquire of the appropriate Min-
ister:-

1. Is Government aware that a number of
industrial firms established at Grazettes Estate and
other sites with the financial assistance of the Bar-
bados Development Board, are employing large num-
bers of female workers in the ma.nufacture of their
products hoth for the export market and for local
consumption?

2, Is ‘Government awaré that the bulk of these
firms employ a system of work- apportioning and
price-calculating, which could constitute a whole-
sale robbery of the majority of these female work-
ers?

EERY

3. ' Is Government satisfied to have mdustries ’

established under Barbados Development Boaxd aus-'
pices which insist on paying 90% and more of their
female staff, a weeklywage of as low as ‘$5 and ha.rdly
more than $10 for a five-day week?

4, Would Government see to it that the Bar-
bados Development Board establish as a policy that
no- indtrstry enjoymg the Board's assistance should

- Have a minimum basic weekly wage less than the

present weeldy wage of a fémale Shop Attendant?

5. Is Government aware that a number of the
industries established under auspices of the Barbados
Development Board are apt to employ tactics which
would make employees fear having membership of a

trade union‘?

REPORT OF BARBADOS FAMILY PLANNING
ASSOCIATION LAID

. Myx, St. JOHN: Mr, Speaker, 1 beg to present
the Report of the Committee appointed by this House
to consider the Bill to incorporate the Barbados

Eamily Planning Association.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is this the final Report?
Mr, St.’JOHN: Yes, Sir

BILL READ'A FIRST TIME

On motion of Hon. J. C. TUDOR, seconded by Hon. .

C. E. TALMA, the Bill to grant an additional sum of
money out of the Consolidated Fund and to appropriate
the same for the service of the Island for the year
ended 31st March, 1967, was read a first time. .

On motion of Hon. J..C. TUDOR, seconded by
Hon, C, E. TALMA, the Bill to make. provision for:
matters arising out of the establishment of the Carib-
bean Free Frade Association or otherwise out of agree-
ments relating to trade with members of the Association,
was read a first time.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon. J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move
the - suspension of Standing Oxders, 5, 14,16, 18, 40
and 45 for the remainder of the day s : Sitti;ng

Hon. C, E. TALMA: 1 beg to second mhat.
The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division. T

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that Private Membexs’ Business be' now taken.

Hon.~ C. 'E, TALMA; 1 beg to ‘second -that,

" The question tas put and reaolvcd i’ the affirma-
tive wfthaut division. .

THE BARBADOS FAMILY PLANNING
BILL, 1967

» Mr. SPEAKER: Accordingly, 1 declare the in-
stant-Ordexr of ths day is.Private Members’ Busi=
ness and the first Order of the day under Private

Members’ Business stands in the name of the hon.

"
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" ‘junior member for the City of Brldgetown. The hOn. ,

‘ member is not now in his place.

The"néxt Order of the day stande iit'the name

" of the hon. and learned senior member for Christ

- Chrch: Third reading of a'Bill to’ incorporate the

v Barbados Family Pla.nn:lng Association.

- Mrx, St. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, the Report of the

“-Committee' appointed by this House to ¢onstdér the

" Barbados Family Pla.nning Association Bm is as

“-follows:=

The Committee met on Friday 16th June, 1967,

" at 3.00 p.m.; when Messrs. H. B, St. John, LL.B.,

¥

£

J. M. G. M. Adams, M.A,, R. 5t,C. Weekes, J.P., and
"-Ci A, E. Hoppin were present. The Committee met
agai»n on Monday- 26th Juiie, 1967, at 3.00 p.m., when
the fdllowmg members were present:~

~~The Hon. C.- E. Talnia, Messrs. H. B. St.John,

LL.B., J. M. ‘G, M, Adams, M.A,, R. St.C: Weekes,

JP,andL S. Cralg

S The Committee xecommended the passing of the

Bili with the following amendments =3
Preamble | |
‘Line 1 - Delete ‘‘Lt. CoL"’
Line 2 - Delete ‘‘Sir"* and *‘Mx.*’
Lme 3 - Delete ‘«br.'»?, “Lady'v’., “Dr.

Line 6 - Delete ‘‘Mrs.”

Line 9 - Delete “‘Rev.”” and “M.B.E.”
Line 11 ~ Delete “*Dr.” N

so that the Preamble reads as follows:-

*““WHEREAS Orville Frank Cardﬁeil ‘Walcott,

& Frank Challenor Hutson, Aubrey Gordon Leacock,

’Ralph Malone, Grace Adams, Gordon Theodore

"Forde,

Martineau Cummins, John" Stanley Bruce Dear,
Gwendolyn Sheila Didier, Willlam De Courtenay
Kathleen Mae Gilmore, Elizabeth Elsie
Ifill-Barrow, Charles McKenzie, Ilene ‘Adorah
Murray-Aynsley, Marisa Alix Peterkin, Walter
Keith Perry-Gore, Olga Ramsay, Duncan Gittens
Turney, Ivey Ellen 'Randall, Ronald Tree, Evelyn
Walcott, Lenore Harney, Charles Griffith Alleyne,
Charles Walter Alexander Pﬂgrim

3.00 p.m.

‘No recommendation with respect to Clause”"Z.
‘Clause 4 (1) at line 3 the insertion of the word *‘and”

" between the words “‘ordained** and *‘from*. Clause

4 ‘again, line 5, the deletion of the word “and’” be-

“fore the word ‘‘regulations® and substitite the word

: uorvi

‘Clause 4 (3) in line Sthedcletionofr.heword
“and® between the words‘‘ Rules® m&"mgﬁhtions"
and substimtetheword“or“ InIiﬁelOofmtnseai

(3) the deletion of the word ‘‘enough’™ and the sub-

stitution of the word ‘‘lawful’® between the words
Lby*® and ‘‘for'’. In line 12 the deletion of the word
‘‘and’® between the words ‘‘rules’’ and ‘‘regulations®
and substitute the word ‘‘or’’. In Clause Sline 2, the
deletion of the words ‘‘by-laws, ordindfices order"’.
The committee recommended the balance of the Bill
and Preamble and I beg to move that the Report be
adopted.

C. E. TALMA:

Hon. I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-

tive without division. .

Mr. SPEAKER: Accordingly I decla~e that Re-
port duly to have been adopted.

Mr, St. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that
the Bill be read a thixrd time.

Hon. C. E.  TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Mr. St. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that
the Bill do now pass.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Mr. SPEAKER: Accordingly I declare this Bill
duly to have been passed.

The next Oxder of the Day stands inthe name of
the hon. senior member for Bridgetown but I do not
observe that hon. member instantly to be in his place
and that completes ‘Private Members® Business.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that Government Business be now taken, -

Hon. C. E. TALMA I beg to second that,

The questi_én @q;s‘ put and resolve d in the afﬁrmw
tive without division.

Mr. SPEAKER: Government Business is the 1n—
stant Order of fhe Day. '

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I beg to move that Ordexr No.
4 be the first Item and I am also seeking permission
for the Hon. Minister of Labour to take charge.
Hon.

C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

,' The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive wzthout dwzswn

. Mr. SPEAKER I declare t:he instant Oxrder of
the Day to be No. 4 standinginthe name of the Hon.
Leader of the House who is asking leave of the House
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that this mattex be taken care of by the Hon, Minis~
ter of Labour, and unless thexe is any objection, leave
will be granted.

There being no objection, leave is granted the
hon. senior member for St. Andrew to take chaxrge
of this Item.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, section 11

of the National Insurance and Social Security Act,

1966, reads as follows:~

““The Cabinet shall, by Order under Section 30f

the Civil Establishment Act, 1949, establish the of-
fices which constitute the offices on the Board’s es-
tablishment and they shall for the purposes be deemed
to be offices in the Public Service of the Island.”

It is proposed to amend this Section by sub-
stituting the word ‘‘all’’ for the word ‘‘the’’ where it
appears immediately before the word ‘‘purposes’’.
Section 21 (c) of the same Act provides for the pay-
ment of invalidity benefit whichis defined inthe same
subsection as follows:-

‘‘invalidity benefit, that is to say, a payment or
periodical payments to an insured person who after
exhaustion of sickness benefit is likely to remain
permanently incapable of work;"

It is recognised that whilst payment of invalidity
benefit will normally follow payment of sickness
benefit, there will undoubtedly be cases where this
will not arise or where the insured person can satisfy
the contribution for invalidity benefit even when the
same insured person does not satisfy contributions
for sickness benefit. It is therefore considered
necessary that such persons should not be denied the
payment of invalidity benefit. I should like to point
out that an insured person qualifies for an invalidity
grant if he has paid in 50 contributions and for an
invalidity pension if he has paid, in 150 contributions
but in order for a person to qualify for sickness
benefits, he is only required to pay eight out of
thirteen contributions, This is where the difficulty
comes. The insured pexson might have been paying
contributions for three years, he might have beenout
of work for three months, He becomes ill, While he
does not qualify for sickness benefits because he has
not been making contributions for 8 weeks prior to
the thirteen weeks prior to his becoming ill, he has
already paid in say 150 contributions and as a re-
sult of his illness, he becomes eligible for invalidity
benefits,

3.10 p.m

He has already paid in, say, 150 contributions
and as a result of his illness, he becomes invalided.
If his invalidity benefits were based on sickness bene-
fits, if a person has paid 150 contributions before he
becomes 11l and he is out of work when he becomes
ill, if his {llness becomes chronic, he cannot qualify,
according to the provisions of the Act, for invalidity
benefits or grant, Therefore this amendment is in~
troduced so asto assist such persons. One'can qualify
for an invalidity grant aftexrpaying 150 contributions,

if he paid 50 contributions ten years, ago those con-
tributions will remain to his credit. If he does.not
work after paying in 50 contributions but becomes in-

valid ten years after, he will receive an. invalidity &

grant on the ground that he.had ten yeaxs previously
paid 50- contributions to the Scheme, If he made: 150
contributions regardless of when those contributigns
were made, he qualifies for an invalidity pension, but

. one hae. got to be working when he becomes ill. As a

matter of fact, if you base the invalidity bepefits.on
the expiration of sickness benefits, a-man;will have
qualified for invalidity benefit. That is the reason for

amending section 21 (1) (c) of the Act.

Section 30 (1) of the Aot reads as follows:-
“For the purposes of this Act, there sha.u be
Board, a fund called the NationalInsurance Fund into

which shall be paid all contributions payable under
this Act by employers, and insured persons andout of

- which shall be paid all claims for.benefits.’’

_As this Section reads at present, it would appear
that the only monieswhich can be paidin the Fund are
National Insurance Contributions and that the only
payments which can be made from the Fund are Na-
tional Insurance benefits. It does not appear that in
matters of the payment of administrative expenses,
refunds of contributions and cases of errors ~an em-
ployer or an employee could have made two contribu-

tions for ome week when he should have made one#4°

contribution. As the Section now reads, there is no
provision for the National Insurance Board. to refund
money to anemployer or to an employee who has
overpaid contributions. This Section now provides for
payment of contributions into the Fund and payment of
benefits, but it does not provide for the refunds of
administrative expenses. It does not seem that re-
ceipts such as interest or investments or any other
monies which become available to the Scheme can be
paid into the National Insurance Fund. The National
Insurance funds will not remain in the Bank without
being turned over. There is the authority to invest
funds which accrue to this Section, but there is no

provision where the interest rates or any sort of in:(
' come on the investment of the fund canbe paid in the

Fund; therefore this amendment is only for the pur-
pose of regularismg the position and to set out in
‘greater detail the payments Which will be made from
and into the National Insurance Fund

The Director of the Nat.ional Insurance Scheme

“has reported that at the first meeting of the Board,

members expressed the . view that there was insuf-
ficient authority, or there was no authority underthe
Act, to permit the Board to appoint Inspectors. Hon.
membexrs will remember that when I dealt with the

' Civil Estabushnmnt Oxder here, we did not have any
 Inspectors inthat Order, butwe hada Civil Establish- 4
~ment Oxder for Executive Qfﬁcers, thirteen of them,

out of which the Inspeotors will be appointed. It was

‘to appoint Inapectors so that if one. Inspector did not
: measure up to the taskwhich was expectedof him he
could be brought back in an Executive Office and an-

. established, under the control and management: oﬁtheﬁé—‘
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| -other Executive Officer used as an Inspector. Al-

though it was: thie' intention of the Government, that
authority was not specifically mentioned or législated
for under the Act. This amendment takes care of that.
There are four amendments to this Act withwhich we
are dealing. I think I have triedtoexplain the reason
for such amendments in detail and I thereforé beg to
move that this Bill bé now read a second time.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.
© Mr. CRAIG: Mr, Speaker, speaking on this Bill

which . seeks to amend the National Insurance -and
Social- Security Act, 1966, it brings to my mind a

.breakdown of the Act in that so soonthe Government

has found it necessary to come back with an amend-
ment to the Act. I remember that when the Minister
brought down the Bill he even reminded this House

that he was. under the impression that I would have
-spoken on the Bil on that occasion, I must confess

that I could not do so because Iwas not really au fait
with all the necessary facts surrounding the Bill, I
am happy to know that I have the oppertumty to ex~
.p:ess my views today. ~

. Mr, SPEAKER: Of course, I will Yemind the hon.
meimber that he may speak on this Bill which amends
the. Actin respect of the proposed amendment. He ‘may
not speak on the original Bill but onlyon the amend-
ment as proposed in this amending Bill.

3.20 p.m.

B I?remember, Sir, that the Hon. Minister re-
minded Parliament that the National Insurance Bill
could not come down.

What 1 would like Government to bear in mind
is that when there were bringing down such. amend-
ments- to this Bill, I thought it was an ideal thing to
bring down an -amendineat by thé way of an amend-
ment to assist an employed person. There is an
amendment to the National Insurance and Social
Security Act which is known as the National Railroad
Security Act. It provides for people when there are
unemployed. It is at unemployment agencies at which
a man or woman out of work can go to this agency
and collect an amount of money which is payable to
them each week.

Looking at the amendment, I considered when I

" supported the National Insurance and Social Security

Act that it provides also for accidents benefits and
invalidity benefits. What I would like to draw to the
attention of the Governmeént is: that even in this
amendment which the Hon, Minister said just now that
the Board had no authority to bring ininspectors and
that there are now bringing in inspectors pending
the approval of this Bill. I hope the Hon. Minister
would make it possible to see that no political ac-
tions are brought into this.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, I riseon
a point, The officers of the National Insurance and
Social Security Board: are Civil Servants. They can
be no political interference so far as these officers
are concerned.

Mr, CRAIG: Sir, I hope there would not be any
interference. I feel any amendment to this Bill should
provide for unemployment. It should provide for any
man or woman when he or she is not working. That
happens in the United States and Britain. There are
quite a few people who after they have contributed
their partto this Fund and the employers have con-
tributed their part, these people find themselves un-
employed. I have had quite a few people coming to me
and asking me what is going to happen when they con-
tribute part of their money to the National Insurance
and Social Security Scheme. They ask what they are
going to get out of 1t.

I hope that the Hon. Minister when e comes
back with other amendments that one of them will be
to prov1de us with an unemployment Act,

"Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Sir, as the hon. senior
member for St. James rightly pointed out, Iwas very
dissapointed when I dealt with this Bill and the bon.
member did not speak on it, but having heard the
hon. membex's speech, I think that this House was
really spared or given the chance of avoiding listen-
ing to - I would not say abysmal ignorance - I would
say that I was disappointed after listening to what the
hon, member had to say.

The hon. member has suggested that we bring
down an act to provide for people when they are un-
employed. I should like to explain to the hon. member
that if every benefit under the Scheme were to be
taken into account, this Scheme would not come off
the ground. There are certain amounts paid by em-
ployers and the people under this Scheme for the
benefits which they now get. It is not as the hon.
member put it that' this.is a glorified Friendly
Society. We have had Friendly Societies and those
Societies have sexrved their day. We in this day feel
that we need something more than Friendly Societies.

* In Barbados there ‘i"s" what is known as the out-
of-crop season. There are 19,000 people who are un-
employed dunng that period so at this stage one
coitld not dream of introducing anunemployment Bill
uride¥ ‘this'Scheme if ‘the Scheme is ever to get off
the ground. We do not rile out the idea of getting an
unemployment Scheme worked out but I say, let us
get the -Scheme off the ground first. '

Some people were wondering if we were mad '
when we started this Scheme. All over the world
from the time National Indurance and Social Security
wids  started by different ‘countries they have not
started it with all the-benefits which we have in this
Scheine. There is one in Jarnaica'which for you to
recéive sickness Benefit, you have to contribute toit
for ‘thirteefi’ weeks, If unemployment benefits were
included under oar Scheme from the beginning, 1t
would not get' off the gfound. :

“The Hon. member must remember that provision
for the unemployed is alréady made by the Local
Government under Public Kssistance. That is to say
if a maw is uhemployed he can go there and get'a
little berry.
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(A VOICE: We do not have Local Government
any more).

Some of us get more than others. 1 do not think
the hon. member for St. Peter would be satisﬁed
with what people in his constituency get by way of
Public Assistance as compared with what those in
St. Michael get. Those in St. Michael get a bigger
berry.

3.30 p.m

The hon. member for St. James also said this
was the complete breakdown because we are coming
with amendments so quickly. He will also remember
that when the Bill was brought to the Legislature we
pointed out that amendments would be coming later as
experienced in the scheme has been gained. This is
not the last amendment, Others will be coming as we
see it is necessary to make amendments., 1hope that
my reply satisfied the hon, member.

The gquestion that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division. .

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to
move that you do now leave the Chair and the House
go into Committee on this Bill,

Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The gquestion was put and resolved in the affirma~

tive without division. .

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House went
into Committee on the Bill, Mr. YEARWOOD inthe Chair. .

Clauses 1 and £ were called and passed,
The Schedule was called. .

Mr. HINDS: Under the Schedule Sir, there is
mention here that payments shall be paid out of the
funds for all claims for benefits.

Mz, Chairman, I think atthis stage I should draw
to the attention of the Hon. Minister that the National
Insurance Scheme was supposed to have been launched
on the 5th June and in just sixteen days there has
taken place in our midst action onthe part of employ-
ers evidently to protect themselves, but you must
admit that whenever these employers take action to
protect themselves, it means that the employees must
suffer and one would expect that the National Insur-
ance Scheme would be sufﬁciently geared totake full
care of any such situation as that to which I will xe~

fer now. The Barbados Shipping and Trading Com-=.

pany Limited, the group personnel officer ofthator-.
ganisation has circularised all the monthly paid
and weekly paid employees of the group to the effect
that in view of the recently enacted insurance leg:ls-
lation it has been decided that where an employee is
eligible to claim sickness bepefit under the pro-

vision of this Act, his sa],ary will be reduced by the

amount equivalent to the heneﬁt to which be is enti~
tled. It must be clearly understood by all employees

that the responsibility for claiming sickness benefits

_rest withthe individual and not with the company. This

is a matter towhichI feelthe Hon, Minister must ad~
dress his point for the simple reason that there is a
qualifying period to which he referred earlier that
is that you have got to make your contributions to be

‘able to get the benefit. You can submit your claim

and receive the benefits but you have got to make
your contributions for a number of weeks. You will
see what has happened already. The employees of the
Barbados Shipping and Trading Company, since the

‘scheme started on the 5th of June, could not have

made enough contributions to be able to qualify for
these sickness benefits. No payment may be made
from the National Insurance Scheme and this is a
matter to which I think Government should be ad-
dressing their minds. You cannot for a single moment
under this Schedule deny the employers the opportu-
nity of seeking to protect themselves, but this is a
case where we have to know that the employees of
the Barbados Shipping and Trading Grouphave bene-
fited in the past because two-thirds of their claims
from hospitalisation fund and that type of thing
amounted to more than $480 and the Shipping and
Trading Company paid up to $360 out of that. What
we are looking at is whilst under this scheme after
a certain period you can make your claim and the
National Insurance Scheme will measure up to your
requirements in some respect, the Barbados Shipping
and Trading Group have certainly taken advantageof
the situation as presently obtains. Their employees
are not yet qualified to get any benefits and they have
cut loose, so to speak, so the Ministexr might be in a
position to tell us what is the position now with these
people if either of them happen to become sick.

~Mzx, HUSBANDS: Mr, Chairman, before you reply
to, the question posed by my colleague on my left, I
should like this to be brought to the attention of the
Minister, This matter concerns sugarworkers, field
and factory. Now that the National Insurance Scheme
has. come: into operation, many sugar workers found
themselves at the age of sixty-five and over and
unable to be insuxedunder this scheme, Whatis moxe
they have been dismissed. Many have been sent home.
I am talking from the individual reports brought to
me at my home. -

. 3.40 p.m

. These. Sugar workers I have advised to contact
the Permanent Secretary to the Ministry of Labour,
the Labour Commissioner and wherever applicable,
thquecretary of the Trade Union, and they have done
so. This is a strange situation. There isone of the
factory managers telling a sugar workerwho came to
me that gs-far as he is advised, all monies had been
paid into. the Provident Fund concerning the indivi-
dual worker and so, as he explained to that worker,
they, as employers, have discharged their respon-
sibility. The worker cannot be insured undex National
Insurance at all, having passed the age and the factory
Manager says that, as far as he is concerned, all the
necessaxry. monies have. been paid to the Provident
Fund which can-come to the assistance of the sugar
woxkers at this particulaxr time. Now Iwould like the
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Minister to see to it that the whole situation is looked

into. ‘These people are living from hand to mouth at
the present time; in fact, they are not even living
from hand to mouth. This is a matter of urgency and
I would Hke the Minister to go into this matter as
soon as he possibly can, The individuals have come to
me and I dohope that atthe very earliest opportunity,
those who have come to me for advise and what assis-
tance I can render,will be assisted. 1 have discharged
my responsibility.

I hope that the Minister will see to it that this
money which the factory Managers say they have
paid into the Provident Fund, will be taken care of,
they having discharged:their responsibility as they
said. I hope that the Government will see to it that
anything to the:effect that these workers cannot get
any money from the present Insurance Scheme be
looked into at the very earliest opportunity, I hope
that the Hon. Minister has beenlistening to me care-
fully because this is a very serious affair. A country
is considered a country when it pays respect to its
old people. I will soon be an old man myself. The
Minister will soon be-an old man, but Mr. Chairman,
when you consider how many people are affected by
this particular measure, I am perfectly sure that
the Minister himself knows that he has got to take
direct action in this matter very, very soon.

Hon. A, DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Chairman, I have
listened to those hon. members who have spoken quite
attentively. The hon. senior member for St. Peter
is worried about the plight of people and he refers
specifically- to those who have reached the age of
sixty-five years and they retire from the Sugar In-

' dustry. I may point out that in another two week's

time, the Provident Fund will be ready for distri-
bution. The Committee which was appointed to work
on the payment of benefits from the Provident Fund
has reported to the Ministry and it has made certain
recommendations which, we hope, will be put into
effect in the near future. Thatwill take care of them.

In reply to the hon. junioxr member for St. Peter
as to the questions of benefits provided for employees
by employers, the hon. member will remember that
the Government specifically asked that these benefits
be not denied the workers because of the limitations
of the Social Security Scheme. 1canverywell appre-
ciate the action of employers who decide not to pay
full salaries to employees when they are sick and
are receiving sickness benefits under the Scheme.
That is the position. Any industry can die, even the
Government Civil Service can die if workers in the
Civil Service or in any establishment in the country,
are paid a higher salary when they are ill than when
they are well, because nobody would be well. Civil
Servants will be receiving sickness benefits, but they
will not be receiving more when they are ill than they
receive when they are well and are working. Many
offices would have to be closed in that case.

As to the point raised by the hon. junior membexr
for St. Peter about the workers of the Barbados
Shipping and Trading Company Limited or those of
any other firm in Bridgetown not receiving the full

sickness benefits which they have been receiving
from the various firms bef: -- plus the benefits from
the Social Security Scheme, the only difference there
is that no employer will be satisfied to. pay an em-
ployee sickness benefits for 26 weeks or 52 weeks,
whereas a man who is i1l can receive benefits under
the Scheme in the first instance when a doctor certi-
fies that he can go on for two years receiving sick-
ness benefits under the Scheme,

3.50 p.m.

Now the position is that the people received let-
ters that this action would be taken as long as they
are eligible for sickness benefits under the National
Insurance and Social Security Scheme, I promise the
hon. member to have this taken up with that person
and the Labour Department. The position as tohow I
understand that statement to read is that this firm
pays its employees when they are sick their full sala-
ry or wage. That is why payments by this firm would
be made reducing that-amount if the personis eligible
for sickness benefits under the Scheme.

Now, any person in this country can be eligible
for sickness benefits under the National Insurance and
Social Security Scheme after thirteen weeks afterthe
fifth June last, For a person to be eligible, he must
be insured for thirteen weeks and must have paid eight
contributions to the scheme. This can be argued be-
cause eligibility does not come in until after thirteen
weeks under the scheme so I donot see how employ-
ers can change the conditions of employees where
sickness benefits are concerned. If the hon. member
would like me to have it taken up, I would do so.

Mr, ST. JOHN: Mr, Chairman, I gather from the

speech of the Hon., Minister.-I am speaking on the

Schedule.

Mr, CHAIRMAN: I would like the hon. members
to observe Rule 26 (13) which reads as follows:~

“*A Member desiring to speak shall rise in his
place and if called upon shall address his observa-
tions to the Chair."”

Mr. ST, JOHN: Mr. Chairman, 1 apologise for
my mistake. I am very glad to see that you are stick-
ing to the Rules.

Am I to understand the Hon., Minister to say - 1
did not get him clearly - that the policy of the Gov-
ernment is to change the terms of the Civil Servants,
or the employment of Civil Servants, whereby the
Sickness Benefit which they enjoy would be changed
to that under the National Insurance and Social Se~
curity Scheme?

Hon. A. DaC, EDWARDS: The answer to that is
no’’. What I pointed out was that Government em~
i ployees would not be receiving higher salaries when
they are sick than when they are well, otherwise, we -
would have to close the Post Office and other Govern-
ment Departments

The position 1s that when a man receives his
'salary when he is sick and then sickness Benefits




443

according to the contrilution which he pays to the
National Insurance and Social Security Scheme, it can
be  higher than his salary. I made it clear that he
would not be covered for sickness benefits underthe
scheme. It is possible for a Government employee,
since sickness benefits under the scheme are made
possible to every person and you get full pay when
you are sick in the Government’s employ for a cer-
tain time, up to I think two years, for you to draw
more when you are sick than when you are well. The
position is that when that happens, they would not be
covered for sickness benefits upder the National
Insurance and Social Security Scheme.

The position is that a Civil Servant insured for
sickness Benefits under the National Insurance
Schems is in a much less favourable positionthan he
is under the Civil Service Scheme.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mz, Chairman, I think hon.
members will remember that I was very much in
favour of the National Insurance and Social Security
Scheme. I would draw to Your Honour's attention that
I am speaking on the Schedule. Relative to what the
hon. junior membex for St. Peter said, it seems to me
an important point which Government should take
full cognisance of.

The Government is the largest employer in this
country and the Barbados Shipping and Trading Com-
pany and its subsidiaries are the next. Inview of the
recently enacted National Insurance and Social Secur-
ity Scheme, it has beendecided to pay sickness bene-
fits. As the law stands all employers must by law
provide sicknes:; benefits under the Scheme for their
employees. Therefore, everybody will be
eligible for sickness benefits after thirteen weeks
that this scheme comes into operation,

The Hon. Prime Minister said at King George
V Memorial Park on May Day that he was worried
about Government employees.Ithinkyou will. agree
with me when I say that the Barbados Shipping and
Trading Company provides for its employees a pen-
sion scheme, '
4.00 p.m,

What they are saying in this letter isthat where
employees are eligible to claim sickness benefit
undexr the provisions of the Act, the salaries will be
reduced by the amounts equivalent to the benefits to
which they are entitled. How can any sane Govern-
ment sit down and pass the Bill that anybody can take
advantage of? On the other hand let us take the em-~
ployees of the Shipping and Trading Company or any-
body making over $100 a month, The argument is that
we have to provide by contribution for the amount
which would be provided to pay sickness benefit, If
therefore you are getting the benefit and this is the
position they are taking whichldo not agree with, but
I can quite see the view expressed by the Prime Min-
ister at the King George Memorial Park on May Day
has caused some worry in this respect. If you are
compelling people to pay for their employees, you
must do something to prevent the employers from

taking advantage of the situation. Do not take the hon.
junior member for St. Peter at his word. Let him
show you the letter and read it for yourself. If the
Press would publish this, then you are bound to do
something about it. I think you should postpone this
Bill for this reason: you are not dealingwith an em-~
ployer of two or three people. You are dealing with
the next biggest employer to Government in the
Island. While I am on my feet, I would like the homn.
member to know this: I have been asked several ques~
tions in this respect and I mist say that the public
officer who is in charge has beenvery courteous and
very helpful in trying to explain this to me; but there
are a number of people who are wondering with this
great exodus of migration if and when we are com-
pelled by law to subscribe - lest the vultures will say
that I am opposed to it, I have already expressed my
view on the floor of this House - what will be the true
position after they have paid their contributions. No
one can make the people happier than the Minister
himself. Those of us who have servants must pay the
contribution. There can be no doubt about that. On the
other hand, there are employees who change jobs
from day to day. What is the position with those mas-
ter carpenters and master masons who work on one
house this week and on another house next week and
yet on another one for two days and so on? You are
going to have thousands and thousands of them in this
country. I suggest that in view of thisletter the Hon.
Minister would give very careful consideration to it
because it says after thirteen weeks anybody can be
sick, you will have to notify them and if you are going
to get $60 a month this is to be deducted from your
salary. You should not pass legislation like this

hastily and run off with it. You have the big compa- .

nies, the Bulkeley group the same Shipping and Trad~
ing Company etc. After that speech that said Govern-
ment was worried about what the position would be
as far as Government employees are concerned, they
will get possibly two weeks or six weeks full pay. 1
do not agree with it; it poses atremendous problem.
Solve it; not hastily, but by some sort of legislation
that will settle the matter amicably.

Mr, St. JOHN: I do not know if I did not make
myself as clear as can be, but what I am trying to
enquire of the Hon. Minister is this: as I understand
it, the present position is that there are certain sick
leave conditions which civil servants and other em-
ployees of Government are entitled to andthose con-
ditions are more generous than the conditions asen-
visaged by the National Insurance Scheme. What 1
want to know is whether the Governmert intends to
amend those regulations so as to ensure that people
cannot make a profit out of sickness, so to speak,
and draw double. I throw out for consideration the fact
that it may be possible to amend itin such a manner
as to ensure that employees in the future will not be
deprived of the extent of the benefits whichthey may
have received in the past, but that Government con~
tributions to the benefits will be reduced namely and
for example, if before theyusedtoget 100 per cent of
their salary committed in such a way that they would
draw 60 per cent from the National Insurance Fund
and the Government would put up the other 40 per
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cent, I'hope that is the same sort of scheme and the
same sort of attitude which will be adopted by the
employers who at the present moment and who at any
instance prior to the National Insurance Scheme - be-
cause in checking these National Insurance Schemes
in some of the other countries, it is possible for the
Minister to allow what is known as contracting out of
the National Insurance Scheme where he is satisfied
as'a result of Trade Union representation on terms
and conditions of sexrvice that the provistons and bene~
fits: of the' Nati6nal Insurance Scheme are less than
‘the” benefits which industry applied- at the present
moment. I can understand that here in Barbados the
ftumbet of employees is relatively small and the Gov-
ernment may find it difficult to allow contracting out
but what I would seriously suggest is that no person
will be deprived of the benefits which they used to get
in the past and Government will not allow people to
draw 100 per cernt and 60 per cent from the National
Insurance Schéme which means that they will get 160
per cent benefit. The Government will have to amend
the regulations either the National Insurance Scheme
regulations or more appropriately the Civil Servants
Leave and Conditions of Service Regulations after
negotiation with the relevant people.

Mr, HUSBANDS: Mr, Chairman, with relationto
the question brought before this Committee by the hon.
junior member for St, Peter, the appropriate Minister
has made a reply in which he said that he hoped to
contact the employers on this matter. Any insurance
benefit enjoyed by the employees is a personal and
private matter. These people were insured and they
were: not paying for it, That is adifficult thing. Gov-
‘ernment cannot make any restitution forthat, Thatis
personal insurance given by the company., The em-
ployees did not contribute one half penny to that. Since
this law comes into effect and they have to enjoy cer-
tain allowances from the National Insurance Scheme,
it will be less than what they normally enjoy under
the insurance provided by their employers.

4.10 p.m.

The most I say is this: I askthat the former In-
surance Schemes be retained and remain contributory
or something to that effect, We cannot put these em-
ployees in a more enjoyable position than when they
wezre being insured by employers. We cannot do that,
Do not let us fool anybody. I do not want any cheap5
vote. I sympathise with these people now that they
will get less benefits. From the Governor-General
down to the scavenger has to pay his contribution and ‘
nobody pays more than a certain amount and nobody
can enjoy more than a certain amount of benefits, One
man can be insured for 20,000 anotherfor 10,000,
another-for 5,000 and another for $100; but how much
you' pay proportionately is how much you get. There
is a ceiling; nobody is paying more than a certain
amount of insurarce. Anemployee who is getting $500
a month is not contributing one half cent more than
the Governor-General, It is impossible to have the
same benefits|accruing to eniployees in a reasonably
high bracket if the insurance paid only by employers
was 90 per cent, as would accrueina lower bracket,
As a former Trade Unionist I know quite a lot about
this insurance business about Broad Street and around
this city. '

I do not think that the Government should feel it-
self embarrassed in this matter. The employers paid
these premiums, the employees didn’t. Now that you
have a local National Insurance Scheme, it is for
everybody. This is to' show everybody that, according
to the National economy, he will get something when
he reaches old age. When the economy of this coun-
try goes up, the time will come when the benefits
from the National Insurance Scheme will be much

V greater in 1970 than itisin1967. That is looking. into

the future. We should ‘ask for the retention by these -
companies of such an insurance scheme on acontri~-
butory basis. I will tell youthis: Il am much more ex-
perienced in this matter than the Minister. I do not
see any embarrassmenton the partof the Government
in this matter. This is a big, noble scheme and if I
were on those benches of the Government, I would not
be embarrassed. If we, onthis side, were in the Gov- .
ernment, 1 do not think that we would be embarrassed.
However, Sir, I think that we should retain some form
of insurance which would re-instate -all the big firms
and garages so that they will not feel that they are af-
fected personally. I think that the Minister should go
forward in & very bold manner because the entire
House is behind-him in this matter. I am speaking
in relation to the substance of the letter which was
read in here today from the Barbados Shipping and
Trading Company. ] am speaking wvis-c-vis thatletter.

This matter of National Insurance was attempted
in this island before the present Government was in
power. It was the past Government which had initiated
this business of National Insurance. Therefore there
is no criticism of National Insurance as such., The
Government can amend the regulations but they can-
not amend the jnsurance proposals from a private
company. Only a Soviet. Government could do that, We
have not got there yet. The most you can do is-to let
them know that, as the matter now stands, there will
be some embarrassment for these particular workers.
4,20 p.m.,

Therefore, if a man pays $170 to the National
Insurance Scheme, you must know how much youare
likely to get as sick benefits. Some people pay $1 a
month, some $3 a month and some pay even more
than that. Therefore, Sir, if the Barbados Shipping and
Trading company is paying out a better insurance than
that, they are in a position to call the tune.

The Government says that there is the National
Insurance Scheme for evexybody. The Governmentis
insuring these people upon a future scheme of insur-
ance allowing its employees to enjoy such benefits
which they have already but is gaying.that these em- -
ployees should not get more than what they are getting
as salary, - o

Hon., A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mz, Chairman, the
position is that the Civil Sexvants willnotbe receiv~
ing any less benefit when they insure under the Na-:
tional Insurance and Social Security Scheme. They
received sickness benefits before the Government
embarked on this scheme. Therefore, it isbetter for
a man who is ill becausehe will be recelving a better
salary than when he is well, ' -
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1 think that the hon. junior member for St. Peter
has made the greatest contribution on that side to this
debate. He has pointed out that the personis only in-
sured up to a certain amount of his salary. If the
Barbados Shipping and Trading Company or any other
firm is making a contribution to its employees, the
reason why we are asking them to retainthe Scheme
they had before is because we know that there is a
ceiling to which they are insured. A man may be
working for $200 per month. He can receive 60% of
$200 a month therefore if the employers wish the
status quo to remain, you can see that the employers
would be only benefiting for a short time from that.
What we have said to them is to let their conditions
of service remain, let the status quo remain so that
the employers will retain their short time benefits. As
I have said, I think the hon. junior member for St.
Peter has made the greatest contribution to this de-
bate.

The only one who really saw the point was the
hon., senior member for St. Peter. If a man is re-
ceiving 60% of the normal insurance which is taken
out for him and that man is working for $200 he would
be receiving 60% of $200. You cantherefore well see
if that pexson is sick forelevento twelve months un-
der the National Insurance Scheme what would happen
is that the benefits he will receive will bring that man
a larger amount than what he is normally receiving
before he was ill,

I am satisfied that the employexrs are co-
operating in this matter, We have to be realistic. We
have to see these things in there true perspective. As
I see it, I can have itclarifiedand I am going to dis-
cuss this matter with the Barbados Shipping and Trad-
ing Company so as to let the hon. members who are
anxious over it to see that it is not detrimental.

The question that the Schedule stand part, was put

and resolved in the affirmative without division.

On motion of Hon., A, DaC. EDWARDS, seconded by
Hon. C. E. TALMA, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the passing
of one Bill in Committee.

4.30 p.m.

Mr, SPEAKER: The Chairman has reported to me
the passing in Committee of one Bill,

"Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, I beg to
move that this Bill be now read a third time.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.
The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division,

Hon. A. DaC, EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to
move that this Bill do now pass.

Hon, C, E. TA‘LMA: ‘I beg to second that,

.The question was p‘ut and resolved tn the affifﬂiap

tive without division.

THE MOTOR VEHICLES AND ROAD TRAFFIC
(AMENDMENT) ACT, 1967

Mr. SPEAKER: Accordingly I declare this Bill
.duly to have been passed.

The next Order of the Day stands inthe name of
the hon. junior member for St. Thomas, the Minister
of Communications and Works, and it is to move the
second reading of a Bill to amend the Motor Vehicles
and Road Traffic Act, 1937.

Hon. N. W, BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, the Objects
and Reasons of this Bill are to remove the hardship
caused from time to time ¢o persons disqualified from
holding driving licences under the provisions of the
Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act, 1937 and of the
Motor Vehicles Insurance (Third Party Risks) Act,
1952 and to make provision for persons so dis-

qualified to apply to the Court which rnade the Order

to remove the disqualification after the expirationof

certain specified periods from the date of the Order

by which the disqualification was imposed. I am sure
every member on this side and on the other side has a
copy, and if they did not go to school I am not going to
teach them,

Mz, SPEAKER: Indeed, hon. members have read

their copies with great care.

Hon. N, W, BOXILL: I hope so. This Act may be
cited as the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic (Amend-
ment) Act, 1967. This sprung up as a result of what
is done in England, Yes, Mr. Speakerthis Act sprung
up from a similar Actthat takes place in England. We
are not encouraging people to drive like madness,
create accidents, get their licences suspended and
then encourage them to get them back, butwe do feel
that sometimes a person can lose his licence, and
though we are not questioning the Magistrate or the
Judge who takes it away from him, there might be
certain circumstances which after a later date the
very Magistrate or Judge would be disposed some-
what passionately towards this person, but as the law
now stands he cannot do it, so this Bill is asking the
House of Assembly to make provision where if a li-
cence has been taken away from a guilty driver or
culprit, that this same person after six months of the
suspension can make application to the same Court
asking the Court to have compassion on him and re-
store his licence. If the Judge feels disposedto do so
he does so, if he does not, it remains and that appli-
cation - that person cannot make an applicationagain
before three months after that time has expired.

We do not intend to follow the British Govern-
ment slavishly in everything they do, but we think this
is a good piece of legislation and I am sure that the
lawyers. on the opposite side will feel quite happy - as
the senior member for St. Thomas mentioned some
time ago, and I told him that we are bringing down
legislation - I have seenthatthe lewyers on the other
side, including yourself, seem somewhat pleased.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am on peither side.

Hon, N. W, BOXILL: I said lawyers onthat side
and you, Mr, Speaker,

by s
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Mr, HUSBANDS: On a point of axder, Mr. Speaker

_the hon. member muyst . rememher that His Honour
‘the Speaker must not be'referred to in the debate to

mﬂuence the debate.

Hou. N W BOXILL Mr, Spe,pkex, 1 donot th.ink

the accusation was fair hecause the hon. member who

just got up on 8 point of order knows I was not trying

~ to influence the debate. I am very. pleased with this

plece of legislation, but I should also warn drivers
that because we are sympathetic towards having some

of the licences restored, this does not give them the
,licence to abuse the sympaxhy of a Jenient Gove rnment
_and a more lenjent Judge or Magistrate.. 1hope that it

will be passed, andlama,ppealing tothe general pub-

_lc not to abuse this prlvilege which is, being granted
" to them, because 1 have been watching the sudden
" trend of road accidﬁnts and deaths that have been
_ taking place. I am driving now with a bit of appre-
_ hension, because 1 see a lot of accidents lookmg for

somewhere to happen, but I hope that the newspapers

and radio in Barbados would take it uponthemselves |

as a public duty to keep reminding people day in and

: day out - instead of printing. the lot of nonsense they
print sometimes, they could do something to see if

they can put some fear in the people shearts Who go

.‘around likc they have an ‘appointment with the under-
_taker,

I therefore heg to move that thj.s Billbe now read

‘a second time.

Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

v Mr. J M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, as the
junior member for St. Thomas ‘said when he was in~

v troducing this Bill, it follows something to which he
had made reference in answer toa question of mine

to see that the provisions for m-application for a
driving licence aftexr a perxiod of disqualiﬁcation are
now to be introduced in Barbados, butIvery much re-

_" gret that the opportunity was not taken at the same

time for doing something about the hdquitous section
31 (1) ofthe Road Traffic Actwhich permits the’ Com-
missioner of Police not to give a man_ a driving 1i-

» cence, unless he is satisﬁed that the man is of good

character.

* 4.40 p.m.

I suggest to the Government that this Bill would
have beenthe ideal place inwhichto correct this situ-
ation, 1 do not want to boye the House by repeating

‘the experience of persons known to me and known to
" other members on this side who have been aggrieved

by what they do sometimes see. In one case at least

& Magistrate considered to be unreasonable the be-

haviour of a former Commissioner of Police in this
respect. I would urge very strongly on the Minister
that the tenor of the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic
Laws of Barbados should be looking to see that only
the Courts should have the } powerto take away a man’s

‘licence and that is only for anoffence, When this Bill

18 passed - “because 1 intend to vote fox lt, and that
goes for othex members of the C sition - the posi-
tion will be that where a Court has takén away a man’s

licence for a traffic offence, the man firstof all, has
the right of appeal to another Courtand then on a point
of law, to appeal to yet another Court and possibly
even then, to appeal to the Privy Council. Where a
man’s licence has been taken away by a qualified
lawyer sitting on a Magisterial bench, the man can
only appeal to a Police Magistrate by Section 31 of the
Act. He cannot go ‘any further and there is no pro-
vision for making other applications to get back his
licence, That puts too much power inthe hands of the
Commissioner of Police in respect of something
which may be a man’s livelihood because, almost
without exception, the casesIknow inwhichthe Com-
missioner of Police has refused to issue driving li-
cences, the persons corcernedhave been professional
drivers.

You have the situation that one man not bound by
legal rules may decide that he is satisfied that a man
is a particular character and should not have a driv-
ing licence, He canséntence him to anindefinite pe-
riod of disqualification and it may be held that the de-
cision of the Commissioner of Police is anadminis-
trative decision, and that man might therefore be de-
prived both of what he could put on record as his
constitutional rights as'well ag 'the rights given to a
person-in a proper Court. From my own experience
this year, 1 remember a case in which a driver was
asking a Magistrate to give him back his licence., The
Police Sergeant gave evidence that the applicant had
once given him information leading to the recovery of
stolen property, and it ' was argued that since he knew
where the Police could get back stolen property, he
was associated with thieves and therefore he was a
bad character. Where situations like these will occur,
I am quite sure that the Ministerwill join with me in
deploring that there should not be statutory provisions
for an appeal, that you cannot go the whole hog and
repeal ‘that paxt of Section 31 of the Motor Vehicles
and Road Traffic Act. Anybody who looks at Section
31 (1) of the Act will see that it reads as follows:~

‘““The Commissioner of Police shall not issue a
driving licence to any person unless he is satisfied
that the vision, heaxing and bodily and mental fitness
of the applicant are-such as towarrantthe issue of a
driving license and that the applicant is of good char-
acter,'’

You do not give a man a driving licence if you
think that he canmot see or hear or act rapidly, The
Commissioner of Police ¢in ask for a Medical Cer-
tificate and say that the man is entitled to & licence.
If this Act is put under Colonial Legislationin 1937 -
and that year is significant - itismerely in my view
a petty, repressive. piece of legislation. If you are
glying people a chance of f getting back their licences
when the Court hag taken them away, why should you
not glve them a better chance to get them back when
the Police have taken them away? lam supporting this.
Bill and I look forward to an amendment to this Act
which will delete these words from this Section,
namely, **ahd that the appucant isof good character,”.
and put the matter 1n a proper way in respect of the
qualification for a drlver’ 8 licence or,the disqualiﬁ
cation for holding a ‘driver's licence,
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Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I had no intention of
speaking on this Bill, but after hearing that the In-

spector of Police has more power in some cases than‘

even the Magistrate, I am asking......

~ Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, on a poin® of
order., The hon. member has said that he has just
learned that an Inspector of-Police can take away a
person’s driving licence. I want to say that an In~
spector of Police cannot take away anybody’s driving
licence any more than I can, The hon. member means
the Commissioner of Police.

Mz, SPEAKER: Although I agree with what the
hon. member has said, that is not a point of order.

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, the hon. member is
trying to learn, I should have said ‘‘the Commissioner
of Police'’ instead of ‘‘the inspector of Police.'’ How-
ever, Sir, I do not like so much power being -put into
the hands of any one man. Too much power corrupts,
Let us get this straight and I hope that the Minister
will try to get it straight, This particular Bill is
crooked and I want to get it straight. The Minister
has said that at times the Magistrate who disqualifies
a particular driver from holding a licence, feelsthat
the time has come when he should give him back his
licence.

4.50 p.m.

If the Magistrate feels so, this Bill gives the
Magistrate authority to look into the matter and qua-
lify the driver again. When the Commissioner of Po-
lice says no, it means no, -

If what I have heard just now is correct, and it
must be correct because the hon. member was read-
ing from Volume 5 - that is Volume 5 of the Laws of
Barbados - this is to putup an argument in ordex not
to give back a particular driver a licence. I: say that
that is not good enough today. It is unfair, it is un-
grateful and everything that is bad. Just fancy that
after one is trying to help the police, you find that
the police is trying to help them down. It is unfair
to the man only because a particular inspectordaes
not want a particular driver again to be given a li~
cence that this is done. It is avery serious thing and
I am asking the particular Minister to look into it,

The hon. senior member for St. Thomas says that
he is going to vote.for itandI am going to vote for it
too. However, you do not disqualify adriveronly be-
cause he did not stop at amajor road. You disqualify
him because he did two wrongs. The Magistrate is
willing to give him a chance to reapply in six months,

I hope the Hon, Minister will take up Section 31
of the Motor Vehicle and Road Traffic Act, 1937 where

it says'that the Commlssioner of Police has the au-'

thority to disqualify a person from driving. Sir, | you

cannot blame me for my feelings. It can be termed .
as vote-catching 1 say so. I hope the Cabinet :eels .

that it is vote-catching Let usgetvotesby amending‘
the Act. Take out that section where the Commis-‘

sioner of Police ¢an do as he likes.,

‘As I'have'sld, I @'ribtHelieve in'| giving any one
~ man such power. Too' mich’ ﬁcwer‘is likely to cor‘rupt
andwearesayingthatitwill " o

Iam appealing for the lasttime to the Hon. Min~
ister. I am wondei‘lng 1f1 affi In 6rder to ask the Hon.

" Minister to take back thig Bill a.nd’bringback another
Bill which is worthy of passing this Chamberhy tak-
ing out that section.

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Spealcer, ‘this Bill sets outas its
object to remove the hardship caused from timé to
time to persons disqualified from holding dfiving -
‘cences under the provisions of the Motor Vehicles
and Road Traffic Act, 1937 ahdof‘ the Motsr Vehicles

' Insurance (Third Party kisks) Act, 1952 arid to make

provision for persons 50 disqualified (5.} apply to the
Court which made the Order o remiiove the disqliali—
fication after the expiration of certain specified pe-
" riods from thé date of the Ofder bywhich fhe dis-
quali.fication was imposed. o

I have already ssid in this Hon. House thit the
whole question of drivers licences and the issuing
‘of them in the first place, because a person must be
the’ owner of a drivers licence before he can break
the law or be disqualifféd, should be inthe hands of a
licensing authority to be set up. One would find ‘that
the Commissioner of Police finds himself in the posi-
tion today in much the same way, as the hon junior
member for St. Joseph said, as a lotof magistrates.

Sir, I'think that this is not beyond the knowledge
of some hon. members. There was a case in which a
learnee was involved in an accident where a police-
man died and it so happenedt‘hat the Police were in a
~position to have withheld the issuing of g licerice to
‘that learnee, st least durlngthe inquiry into the death
of that policeman. '
5.00 p.m. ‘

‘But Sir, it so happcned, and that is why we feel
 that this mafter of licencesgand the issuing of them
“and the renewal of them has got tobe taken out, of the
" hands of the Police at some stage; the time is now.

That learnee involved in an accident in which a po-

liceman lost his life, but before the enquirythe police

still proceeded to issue him with a licence. I should
say atthis stage that at the enquiry it so happened that
the policeman who had been riding on the pillion with
‘the victim could not remember the number of the ve-
hicle which his brother policeman ‘had become in-
"volved with, which this’ learnee had been driving, but
do not let us go into that particular aspect of it

Mr, SPEAKER 1 wondered if this matter could
be sub 1udwe or this is amatterin which finality has
‘been arrived at in which the po ceman sajd he ‘had
'beenridingonthewrong side. oithe mad., e

Mr HINDS‘ Mjr. Speaker,weare concerning our-
. selves this evenlig with the ‘question of licences and
;,fhe disqunliﬂcation and ire-application for Te-issue
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‘prevent that at all, nothmg. whatsoever

knowledge, so that we find ouxselves inthie pogition.
The law ought to be made clear to remove the pos-
sibility of-any question of curry fayouring, so to speak

= We have bad it bere that aformer Cprmmssioner of

Police in Barbados. Major Stoute, he qommittedwﬂ.-
ful acts, wilful breaches of the traffic act, and the
same Commissjoner of Police: who has a to;a,l dis-
regard for the traffic laws is thenthe Commissioner
of Police to say Iwill not renew the licence of another
person. It so happens thateve rybody cannotbe a' Com-
missioner of Police at the same timme, thatis the po-
sition with which we are faced and under those cir-
cumstances we feel that while seme .effort is now
being made whereby a disqualified person can apply
to have his licence returned to him, even here what
you find is that a person's licence might have been
taken away from them for a six month period, it might
be a case of a person whose earnings, whose liveli-
hood depended on their securing'a jobas'a driver. He
has got to wait and still live during'the period of dis-
qualification, but we have got to bear inmird that he
must have committed some breach, done some wrong
which brought about this disqualification period, Un-
der this Bill,that period must pass and then the period
during which he can re-apply for his rerissue has got
to come up, But suppose that he applxes dunng the
month of June of this year, there is nothing in this
Bill which tells us that the premdmg Magistrate is not
in a position to say or does mot haye - @s.you) would
know, er, the term ‘in his dlscrenon - the Magls-
trate in his_ d15cret10n will say, you appl;ed in Ju.ne,
we wﬂl consxder your apphcatm in September or
October or somethmg of the lqnd: There 1snoth1ng to
f tffere are
things such as these to which we would hke to draw
the attention of the Minister.

On the whole, the Gove rmnent ev1dent1y have seen

‘the necessity for bringmg about a Bill such as th.lS

sort, but from what has beensald here this afternoon

given this House the beneflt of his own experience of
these matters. No doubt: he” has come into contact

‘the Minister and sort of arm him for bringing down a

more comprehensive Bill for dealing w1th the matter
of licences in the future.

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr, Speaker, innegly to the
many statements and requests that have ‘been made,

‘some time ago in this Chamber I‘said‘that‘there are
some unscrupquus people frithe world a.nd some peo- :

ple said that T said unsérupilous” lawyers. I'never
said any such thing, and some idiot said 't fl\wahs
trying to be sarcastic in a reply to him. What ‘has hap-
pened is, I should like that idiot to know that Pxrophet
is my name, I have been called that for the last 40
odd years, I am not ashamed of it as sme eople are
ashamed of theirs. RV

"I am going to use another term. Just as I sa,id
there are some unscrupu.lous people mthe oxld, I am
going to saythatthere are some vexy scrupulous peo-
ple in the world. The senior member for St. Joseph
said he does not like all of this power put into one
person’s hand I W‘onder 1f‘he rean,dés t‘hatthe Catho-

lic has some 120 million followers and all of these
people must take guidance from the Pope, the Pope
is one man, he isnotatwin. Furthermore, the Angli-
can Church, all of its followers must take directions
from the Archbishop in England, He is the head, but
we must always remember that just as youmight find
a policeman who might be indiscriminate in his ap-
proach to a certain matter, you might find anothexr
policeman who is discriminate in his approach to the
same matter.
5.10 p.m.

Policemen are Barbadians and you do not find

‘évery Barbadian with sense. We must stop this picking

at defenceless people, I would like to say that any
statement I make in here I can make it on a political
platform because 1-do not say anything for which any-
body can put me in Court for defamation of character,
I am prepared to say that what has been said in here
i8 an attack on a person who cannot reply as effec-
tively as he should. Ido agree that you will find Com-
misEioners of Police and people rightdown the ranks
who have done things which, on reflection, we may

‘find-were not right. I do’ agree that people who have

refused to re-issue drivlng licerices can' be abit ini~

‘quitdus, but you must remember that youeannot,in a

‘conimunity like this, give every Tom, Dick and Harry
a driving licence. What is there to stop& man who has

‘a‘driving licence from indulging in using aborrowed

vehicle or a stolen vehicle for titsavoury purp03es?
We have to be more than careful. Inthe same way that

‘we put the justice of the cotintry into the hands of the

‘Chief Justicé and the signing of the laws into the hands
‘of the Governor-General, you have to be content with
the 'issue of licences being putinto the hands of the
Commissioner of Police, It could have been in the
hands of the Minister or in the hands of the Court, but
Magistrates are not divinely made ‘and youcanfind a
foolish Magistrate; however I am not saying that the
Magistrates are foolish. :

“When thé hon. junior membes forSt Peter'spoke
about a Licensing Authority, 1 share ‘his view, but

- taking the Hcensing autherity out of the hands of the

police will not solve any problems., I am jist re-
plying to hon. members who castigate people who
cannot answer for themselves in here; you must al-
ways.remember that we are Barbadians and all of us
do -mot-use all our judgment all the'time. Some of us
do not itse our judgment: at ‘all; you inay get some
‘Commissioners of Police ‘who ate lenient at some
tilme or you may get judges who:are lenient all the
time. 1 will tell the hon. junior member for:St. Petex
that as to the whole Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic
Act, we are now trying to get it re~-written so as to
bring thelaw up to the standard of aiivaniced countries,
Therefore hon. members need not get the idea that
the ‘Commissioner of Police is' a tyr¥ant, Whether
Commissioners of Police are born here ornot, thare
were Barbadians in the post and we ‘shouldnot try to
Tun down our people too much. ' :

T

Thevquestioln that this, Bfll be now re'ad a second
tzme was put and resolved in tbe affzrmatwe wztkout

SR

‘ dzmswn.
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On the motion of Hon, N, W, BOXILL, seconded by ,
Mr.W. R. LOWE, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the
House wentinto Committee on the Bill, Mr. YEARWOOD
in the Chair,

Clauses I and 2 were called and passed. -

Clause 3 was called, It reads as follows:-

3. An application may be made under section
63A of the principal Act for the removal of a dis-
qualification imposed before the date on which this
Act comes into operation as well as for the removal
of a disqualification imposed after that date.

Mr,R.W.LOWE: Mz, Chairman, I beg to move
that Clause 3 stand part of the Bill,

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, I under-
stand from the Minister that the Government ishav-
ing a comprehensive Act onthe whole Motor Vehicles
and Road Traffic legislation, and I take it that this
amendment would be included in the new edition of the
Laws of Barbados and that they will be re-numbered.
Whenever that happens, we still think that the new
Laws which are coming into force will not be ready
before January, 1969. There will still be at the time
disqualifications whichwere imposed before the com-
ing into force of the new edition of the laws, and
therefore there will be some doubt. This whole Act
will be incorporated in the new Motor Vehicles and
Road Traffic Act, and this section which merely gives
the Court power to remove disqualifications whether
they were imposed before the coming into force of this
Act or after, will be-lost in the consolidated Act. This

is not the section which the Draftsman will put into

the consolidated Act, There are people who, when they
come to look at the new editionof the laws of Barba-
dos, when they see the new Act, they will be unaware
as to whether it applies to disqualification before the
Act or after. That is merely a drafting point.
5.20 p.m.

Hon. N, W. BOXILL: As the hon. member just
said, this is a matter for the draftsmen and unless he
expects to die tonight, I believe he will be around as
well as the hon, senior member for Christ Church
and the hon, junior member for St. Joseph, They will
remember this particular amendment and they will be
able to tell their friends. I do not think it would cause
any burden on them.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: On this question.......

Mzx. CHAIRMAN: What is the hon, memher speak-
ing on?

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I speak on a point of
oxder. The Hon. Minister is out of oxrder. How can
the hon. member be addressing younow when another
Hon. Minister has spoken.

Hon. N. W, BOXILL: Mr. Chairman, I have seen
it done here already.

"~ My. MOTTLEY: It cannot be done so.

Hon, N. W, BOXILL: Mr, Chairman, when I am
addressing you, can1 ‘have your undivided attention?
1 am sure that I am perfectly correct.

1 beg to move that Clause 4 stand part.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-

tive without division.

On motion of Hon, N. W, BOXILL, seconded by
Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the
passing of one Bill in Committee of Supply.

Mr, SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reporied ac-
cordingly.

On motions of, Hkon."H. W. BOXILL, .34econded by
fon. Q. G.FERGUSSON, in each case, the Bill was
read a third time and passed.

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE LEASE TO TOWN
AND COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES
(BARBADOS) LIMITED

" Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the day stands
in the name of the Hon. Leaderofthe House and it is
to move the passing of the following Resolution: A
Resolution to approve the lease to Town and Com-
mercial Properties (Barbados) Ltd., of a parcel of
land situate at Engineer's Pier, Aquatic Gap, in the
parish of Saint Michael.

" Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, this Resolution

~ is to approve an arrangement pertainingto apiece of

1and to be leased to Town and Commexcial Properties
(Barbados) Limioed. This company proposes to build
a new . hotel on the site of what was the old Aquatic

. Club and this land is adjacent to the old Aquatic Club.

The company is therefore applying to the Gov-
ernment for a lease of the said land from the Govern-
ment. This is a little more than 20,000 square feet of
land.

- The proposed figures for the lease has been the -

subject of much discussion between the Government
and Town and Commercial Properties (Barbados)
Limited. There are several ways inwhich this matter
can be dealt wlth.

5.30 p.m.

There could have been, for instance, a periodic
review every 25 years with the rental of land settle-
ment by arbitration, or there could have been this
other alternative which is the one the Government has
embarked upon, ﬁxed increases for periods of 25
years, 5,000 per annum for the first term, $7,500 for
the second and $10,000 for the third period.

It is considered, after careful consideration,
that this proposal is more favourable to the Gov-




450

ernment and this one has been accepted, Hon. mem~
bers will see again in the Schedule that the terms,
as far as the rental, 25 year increases are con-
cerned, have been set out in some detail. One thing
I would like to stress, andIwantto be very emphatic
about this, that the proposal to lease this land to this
body for the purpose of erecting this hotel will in
no way modify the rights and privileges of the in-
habitants of this island to use the beach facilities
which exist in that area. This has to be stressed
with the utmost emphasis because this is the sort
of thing that would cause considerable concern if it
were not made clear,

I do not know, Mr, Speaker, what questions are
likely to arise. However, if there are any, I need
hardly say that they will be answered so far as the
information is presently available, I beg to move that
this Resolution do now pass.

Hon., C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr. ST. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, once again I must
draw to the attention of the hon. Leaderof the House
the introducer of this Resolution, what I regard as
paucity of information and the insult with which this
House is being treated in the presentation of these
matters. Here we have a Resolution to approve a
lease of a parcel of land, we have no attachments to
it setting out and showing us the relation of this
parcel of land in relation to other land owned by the
proposed legsee. We do not know whetheritis on the
beach itself ox whether it is a piece of back land or
not, All we know here isthatitis bounded, according
to this, on the lands of the vendor, on the sea, and
on the Crown in right of its Government. If you. are
making an application to the Town Planner you have
to give a rought sketchof the surrounding propexties,
you do not have to have:an-elaborate plan, you only
have to show sufficient clarity, so that the person
who is looking at it will be able to undexrstand, but
the House of Assembly in this country canbe treated
with all kinds of discourtesy.

The second pomt is we are asked to approve a

lease as set out in the Schedule, and the only thing

the schedule talks about is the rent. Are we to un-

derstand that a lease is to be drawn up with only the _

rent to be considered? I notice that this Government
in particular in all of its financial dealings - I am
saying so and I am not going to withdraw it - has a
certain degree of concealment, they would not lay any
documents for the scrutiny of the members of Parlia-
ment,

What we are dealing with now is a lease, and I
cannot see how a House of Assembly can be asked
to accept a lease unless something is putin the hands
of the members. We in the House of Assembly are
guardians of Government propexty in this country,
and I want to say that the rent of $2,500 per annum
is too low. 22,000 sq.ft. of land next to the sea, if
you value it at $5,00 a foot, it is a consexrvative
valuation that gives you a capital sum involved of
$10,000 at 8% interest, $8,000 a year; cut thatin
half ‘and you are more conservative in your valua-
tion. You will still get $50,000 at 8% 1s still $4,000

a year. Cut it again and the Government suggeseed this
land is worth $25,000. ‘

No wonder that-1 could det;ect 4 little tone of 18"
bouring in .the hon. member’s voice when he was in~
troducing the Resolution, because there mnust be some
other reason as to why you are goingto lease for the
first 25 years land next to the seain Barbados,: and 1
know this, that the Hon. Prime Minister has always
been saying that when Government has to buy land the.
people want a pound and a crown forit, and the Gov-
ernment has been taken to the Court and arbitraries
have . been done, high prices had to be paid for land,
but when Government comes to dispose of property,
Government is prepared to dispose ofit at ridiculous,
rates. $2,500 a year is a low rate, and that is to go
ahead for 25 years.

It may be argued that this is part of the induce-
ment to get these people to build a hotel in Barbados,
let us not be fooled in this respect. We have already
given additional inducement by way of extending the
period for hotels from 7 years to 10 years. In addition
to that, large sums of money are being spent in Bar-
bados to promote the development, via the Develop~
ment Board and the Tourist Industry, we spent
large sums of money to promote these things, and
these shareholders do not have to pay any tax here
in Barbados, and they get duty free raw materials,
Do they want the whole world? Is the Government will-
ing to give the whole of Barbados to them?

The Hilton Hotel which is next door is costing
the Government money in this year's estimate of
revenue; the taxpayers have got to make up the in-
terest - 8 percent. per year. That is so, but this land
next door, even at this stage can mean $3 million in .
your projected revenue, and you are still going to
be prepared to .lease 22,000. sq.ft. of land at the
Aquatic Club area at this low rate. Asl say, you are
concealing from us the true situation of this land'in
relation to the other pieces of land. It seems to me
that. the reason why they want to lease this land is
because this-land forms a wedge between two other
pieces of land and the whole project would not be a
feasible project without this piece of land.

5.40 p.m.

Could you be in a better bargaimng position than
that? All you are asking for is this: you are saying
that the Barbados Goverament has to go on the Lon-
don-Market and borrow money, and you have to pay
7 3/4% interest and it works out at 8% interest even-
tually., You take your value and we take our valne;
we look at land sales in the areaand strike an aver-
age. You are saying: ‘‘Give me 8% interest and I will
work out the kind of rent I want.’” You have to wait
for 75 years before you get an economic rent on the
present-day proposals. This is a subsidy to this hotel,
The lease is to be for 99 years at a rental of $2,500
per annum for the first 25 years, $5,000 for the
second 25 years, $7,500 per annum for the third
25 yesrs and $10,000 per annum for the final 25
years. When you considér thé capital cost of the
land, they are getting the use of it at these rates.’
They will be putting up this hotel and the capital cost
will be about $30 a square foot. These are smart

'business people. They propose to put up an hotel of
120: rooms' for 2 1/2 million dollars whereas the
Hilton Hotel cost 10 million dollars with 140 rooms.
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These people are husbanding their financial
resources. Their conduct will be sharply contrasted

with the conduct of the Government. We cannot sup-
port this proposal in the way in which it has been
brought forward today. In the first place, we do not
have any plan annexed to the Resolution showing the
representatives of the people where the land is
situated, and secondly, we do not have a copy of the
draft lease. Thisis whatis setoutin this Addendum:-

““Messrs. Town and Commerical Properties
(Barbados) Limited have acquired the property
formerly occupied by the Aquatic Club Limited and
propose to erect an hotel of 120 rooms on the site.
The Company has approached Government for alease
of the parcel of land inthe Schedule and propose pay-
ing the rent set out therein. The use and enjoyment
of the beach adjacent to the land to be leased will
continue to be available to the general public.”

I ask the Hon. Minister at what price per square
foot did they buy the Aquatic' Club? Iwould be willing
to put my head to the block and lose it in contending
that they paid more than $5.00 per square foot for it.
This firm proposes to erect anhotelof 120 rooms on
the site. How do you know that if they do not erect
the hotel in time, the lease will be forfeited? Those
of us who have been following the development in the
West Indian area know that there are large numbers
of people who come down here and acquire property at

_economic values and thereby establish themselves.
do not know who these people are. I may say that the
Government was also satisfied with the bona fides of
the operation of the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake.
These people promise to reform certain things and
then they failed to carry out their obligations. There
was a man who leased a hotel in St. Lucia and 10
years after not che piece of development had gone
ahead and the Government of St. Lucia had to forfeit
the lease. We know that these underdeveloped coun-
tries are rega;:ded as fair gain for speculators and
thereby they attract people tothem. We want to share
the benefit of our knowledge and experience with the
people on the other side.

Let us have the information; why hide it? Why
can’t the Civil Servants.oxr-whoever prepared this
Addendum prepare a proper Addendum? Their atti-
tude seems to be: ‘‘Do not mind the people in the
House of Assembly; we are in power and whatever we
push down to them,they' will accept.’® Mr, Speaker, we
cannot vote for this Resolution by reason of the ex-
planation which has been given. The Government is
accustomed to using this House as aconvenience and
is hinding information from us.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, it willbe
difficult to improve on the argument which has just
been used by the hon. member onmy left. He has put
. the case extremely well. I will use a personal argu-
ment. What members  of the Government owning this
land would agree to a lease of this seaside land at a
rental for 25 years? Nobody with any intelligence
would have a lease for 25 years at a fixed rental. Of
course, you can have alease for 99 years that is nor-
mal: but you should review the market value of the

land in every 5 years. Imn-other words, in 10 years

time the land will be woxrth ten times as mucly, but
you will have to be contented with $2,500. Imagine
that they could agree to lease this piece of land at a
fixed rent for 25 yearsl I wasoffered 5 acres of land
at Trents:for $2,000. This land is in the vicinity of
the Colony Club and land which Sir Edward Cunrad
bought, and I shrugged my shoulders and passed it

by. That is an example in Barbados. Itis insulting:to -

come to this House, as the hon. senior member for
Christ Church has pointed out, without giving us a
copy of the draft lease or making it possible for us
to see the mistakes on the part of the Government.
None of us will be so crude asto suggest that money
is - such that they can go down there and buy land
cheaply.

5.50 p.m.

I do think that the Hon, Leader of the House
should accept this proposal that this matter be taken
back to the Cabinet and that the considerationof this
Resolution be postponed. Even though you know that
the Hon. Prime Minister should come in and introduce
this matter, realising that this is a matter dealing
with finance, we are not even asking that. He should

come in to undo what two of the Hon. Ministers have

done. This is so important athing that hon. members
should be told specifically what is done.

I do not agree to the hon, member leasing this
land at the most christian attitude possible when any
Government should be prepared to get the bestit can
for the taxpayers of the country and to give these peo-
ple right to acquire it ataverylow rent. If instead of
their renting this land for a period of twenty-five
years in the first instance, they were renting it out
for a period of five years at market value, it well
may do and if after that they have a review of the
price every five years according to the market value.
How can they rent land like that at a fixed price for
twenty-five years?

I have often said thatitis liable for men to.make
mistakes. Governments do make mistakes at some
time or the other. We of the Opposition came into this
House with the intention of trying to co-operate with
the new Government on the face of anything which they
brought forward which was reasonable. We said that
we would consider this suggestion which the Govern-
ment was bringing down and although itwas contrary
to our view we would say that possibly we made a
mistake. '

Mr. HUSBANDS and Mr. MOTTLEY rose to speak.”

Mz, SPEAKER: The hon. senior member for St.
Peter caught my eye first.

Mr. MO’TTLEY: Did he catch your eye first?

Mzr. SPEAKER: Yes, a fraction of a second be-
fore you.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Speaker, in these days of
real estate business I1do not concern myself with yeal
estate business and I was really looking forward to
hearing what the hon. sepior member for the City.of
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Bridgetown had to say onthis resolution, but as I was
on my feet a little moment before the hon, member I
am happy to have caught Your Honou:r 8. eye ﬁrst.

Now, Sir, twenty-ﬁve years is a Long time. Tlus
is 1967 and if I add twenty-five years to that it would
come out to 1992. As one who'is not yet in the real

estate business, I observe things. I know how prices

go especially to the prices asked for beachland, be-
cause there is beach land all around where I live. I
do not want to say that they are not businessmen. Lots
of people benefit from other people’s mistakes. The
hon. member is«nottheonly persontomake mistakes.

There was a piece of land which was known as
Gibbes Woods. and in early days the only use which
was made of that was on Boxing Daywhen the salva-
tion Army went north. You found the Bridgetown
Branch and the Southern Units sailing to Speightstown

by schooner and thep marching to that place with their.

band. Now, today, you cannot buy that land. When 1 was
a boy that land was a wide wild open strip of land. I
was not a boy ninety-nine years ago. (Laughter) .

Now, 1 have the Hon, Ministers in a laughing mood
I am going to tell them that in 1992 the rental value
of this land would be much moxre than what they are
going to collect, To tell youthat makes it ridiculously
absurd, When 1 was a small boy, I was doing three
equations in mathematics,

. Let us take 1967. Barbados is now benefitting out
of Expo. 67, Rum is sold at $1.80 a bottle in Barbados
and we can reasonably expect that some people will
pay much more than that. I understand that-people
are now looking at Heywoods trying to obtain it. I soon
will be coming in here and talking of it because I keep
my ears and nose down to the ground,

6.00 p.m,

The only thing I cansay about this is that a post~
ponement is. reasonable, Like the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, I do not propose to make & long and tiring
speech and to go over the same points that have been
made, because I have said sufficient. I have only gone
to the first 25 years, if I intendedto make a speech I
would go to the whole 99 years. To 1992 A.D, is quite
long enough for me to make just a note of what this
land is presumably wozrth,

- So, Mr. Speaker, I hope members of the Govern-
-ment will not be too anxious, do not get too anxious to
play into these people’s hands, why rush it? These
people are far-seeing people businesswise, they see
things far shead. We are not accustomed to money. 1
have never seen anybody spending money in Barbados,
yet I have seen afew middle income class people try-
ing to see what a few places like Sandy Lane on Satur-
day nights look like. You do not see money in Barba-
dos, you cannot talk money in this country, this is a
poox country. You have sugar and alittle rum, no oil.
Do not let us be too anxious to fall fox theseoffers,
looking towards the end of the first 25 years, 1992.
You have apothexr 25 snd a 25 and also a 25 to go
again. I will be in Heaven by then,

h

_ Mr, Speaker, I would urge the hon, Ministerson
the other side to make haste slowly in this matter and
not to bullrush it. More can result for this country if
we wait. Sometimes a man knows you are poor, he
rushes you with a goodlooking offer and he says to
himself, that man never had mone&, he does not know
the value of this, and as a poorman I fall for it when
a richer man would have waited and a businessman
would have waited and cashed in. We can cash in on
this a lot more, therefore I urge the Government to
seriously consider. Do not give away this land.

Mr. Speaker, I here and now formally move that
further consideration of this Resolution be postponed.
In moving the postponement that further consideration
be given to this ResolutionI am very serious and very
mindful that we will be acting as businessmen, that we
will be acting in the interest of the public welfare of
this country, that we will be conscious of the value of
our natural assets, and that we will not be acting as
people: who live from hand to mouth and hasten to part
with the few possessions we find ourselves with, Mr,
Speaker, I hope membexrs on the other side would pay
serious attention to the words of counsel that I am
giving them on this particular matter. They have gone
into this, they have spoken to those who have nego-
tiatedswith them, it appeaxs to them on the surface
that the offer is a very good one, but I say a better
offex will come. We know the area, we know the situ-
ation on this matter, From my schoolboy days1 knew
the area, it is still there, it isworth a lot more than
this, and as time goes on and yougo on progressively
you will see that it will be worth very much more. You
know, sometimes when you speakto people and do not
tell them the things they would like you to tell them,
they think you are hostile to them.Iam not hostile to
the Government in this, I am as coolas a cucumber,
so Mr, Speaker, before - I sitdown, again I ask mem-
bers on that side to go and have another look into
this matter.

I will say no more, but I dohope that my motion
will be appreciated by members of the Government,
I.sincerely hope that, because they know,aswell as I
know that beach lands in Barbados are our greatest
assets, are looked upon with greedy eyes by the Ca-
nadians, by the English, by the Americans, even the
Venezuelans, and they should not partwiththeir first
love for a mess of pottage.

6.10 p.m.

Mr. HOLDER: Mz. Speaker, I rise to second the
motion made by the hon. senior member for St. Peter,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I thought that the
Hon. Leader of the House would have risenon a point
of order during the speeches which were beingmade
by the hon. members who spoke on this matter, to
pmsent us with a plan.

Mr. SPEAKER: That would be out of oxder.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Is that a ruling?

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a statement.
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Mr, MOTTLEY: Verywell, Sir, I do not question-
a ruling, I question a statement. When you rule, I bow
to it.

Mr. SPEAKER: It would be out of order for the
hon, member to rise on a pointof order to lay a state~
ment, present a plan, lease or anything of that kind.
I hope that no hon, member would attempt to do any-
thing like that, because it would be out of order.

Mzxr. MOTTLEY: I hope that that will come into
your ruling in future. I was saying, Sir, that I did not
want Your Honour to get into the debate.

Mr, SPEAKER: I did not get into the debate. The
hon. member has not been present with us for some
time and he is therefore out of touch. We welcome his
return. I have no intention of getting into the debate.

Mr, MOTTLEY: I amgladto hearthat.l am say-
ing that I would be glad to hearthe Hon, Leader of the
House spesk on the matter, because he would have
enlightened us by passing around the plot after the
speech made by the last speaker, The Hon, Leader of
the House knows as well as ever that when we:deal
with these matters where the Government proposes to
lease land whichis vested inthe Crown, a plan or plot
is always passed around to members of this Assembly
That has been my 20 odd years experience in here.
You know this from your experience; we have always
been treated with that courtesy. In the absence of the
plan, however, we would certainly have beenentitled
to have more facts, The Addendum to the Resolution
tells us that there is a Limited Liability Company re-
gistered here which proposes to putup an hotel of 120
rooms. It says that the Company has approached the
Government for a lease of the parcel of land in the
Schedule and it proposes to pay the rent set out in the
Schedule. Anybody would pay this kind of rent., You
have two sides of bargaining when you are dealing with
a lease or the purchase of property. This Company
proposes to pay this rent and put up this hotel, but the
Government does not say what it wants, The Addendum
states this: *The use and enjoyment of the beach: ad~
jacent to the land to be leased will continue to be
available to the general public.”’

That is the most redeeming feature of this Ad-
dendum, but the Addendum itself is faulty. Despite the
fact that the Premier has said thatIhave no creden-
tials ox knowledge of real estate, I still had the know-
ledge to make a living. The reason whyI want to see
this plot, and any sensible person willwantto see it,
is this. You have this 22,738 square feet of land,which
is slightly over half an acre. This land with a sea
frontage of 40 feet would not be worth the same as
22,000 square feet of land with a frontage of 100 feet.
We want to see how this land is wedged in. The Gov-
ernment does not tell us what they have asked for.
Whether the frontage of this land is 100 feet or 40 feet
we do not know. The value of this land would depend
upon the price at which you leased it, and you would
come to the conclusion as to the value of the land if
you saw the plot, The members of the Government
would know exactly what I am saying. If you went to

the sea coast and you wanted a stretch of land and it
had a frontage of 100 feet onthe beacti; it would cer-
tainly be worth more than a frontage on the beach of
only 40 feet. You cannot expect us tovote blindly for
the lease of land which the Government owns here not
knowing exactly what the situation is. We should be
shown 4. copy of the plan and the area which yOu pro-
pose to lease. :

Now, Sir, I will deal with the prlce. We a11 know
that beach land in this area isworthmore than $5.00
a square foot. Your present price of land at the:Deep

Watex Harbour in the Government areaforindustrial:

purposes woxks out at ten dollars a foot per annum.
If you have- this portion of land, 22,738 square feet,
that would be $2,273.80 per year at:ten éents a foot.’

That would be ‘alright for' a bondhouse down at the
Deep Water Harbour. Could I see tie people at the:

Yacht Club accepting 10 cents a foot per annum for
this land atthe Yacht Club a.ndwith the frontage which
1 know they have? :

6.20 p.m. - :

If perchance youhave a 20,000 square feet of land
up there, you are going toget agood pr1<:e for-it if you
offer it at $5 00 a square foot :

“The Government cdnnot look hghtly at land for
the erection of a hotel - a hotelwhich would enjoy all

the incentives offered by the Government - plus being
the next best site for such apurpose in Barbados. At -

least, even eight percent dn-the value of that land at
maxket price would be - above:what you are getting.
This lease would fall below thadt. The Minister cannot’

argue that Iand is priced too high because when they

bought Graeme Hall land they did not say so. I saw

when the land was developed and they wére selling it

at one dollar per square foot. =~

I do not think any member on the Opposition
benches would disagree that}lifs 1and should be leased

for the purpose of putting a 120 - room ‘hotel on it.’ I

have ‘always had the encouragement of tourism at
heart from when I first inoved in this' House of As-
sembly a question for the encouragemént of tourist
here.

If you have a place like where the Aquatic Club
was standing near to the Royal Barbados Yacht Club,
standing near to the Hotel Hilton, standing near to
Bridgetown, what do you thinkit isworth? I know what
was offeredfor that laiid. I cannot verywell see how

you ‘can ‘say that the’y offered you this and you agreéd

to it.

o iy
e

This is what they say'- -

**The Company has approached Government for’
a’léase of the parcel of land inthe Schettiile and 'pro-"

pose paying thé rent get out thereir.The use and en-

joying of the beach adjacent to the land tb be leased
- will continue to be avaﬂa.ble tc the genera.l public ”

- Tell the anse whatyoupmposetotakefor leas-

ing this land. You go on to shy that‘youwill take"
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'$2,500'a year for 25 years for the 22,000 square feet

‘of Iand. Nearly all ofthattandtsbeachland.

t

"1 feel these negotiations should be on the basis
of the first twenty-five years only with the option of
renewal after that at the then present market price.

"I"wenty-ﬁve years from ndW, when tourism is builtup .

“in Barbados, if there 1816 Communism,Jyou are boimnd
“to fihd this- Iand'wort‘hﬁv'e doHars'a squaré foot. How

“can you negotiate to lease it for ohly $2,500 a year for

the néxt tweni'y-ﬂve years”?

“T think the hon: member can see the argument that
“is° Used here as mgzrds this matter. 'We could only
“hiave ‘méde ‘that ‘dectsion if the’ Hon. Leader of the
“House had’ présented us with & plan. Not only should

~we be presented with a plan of the buﬂding but a

~ gketch of thi “entire avres of 1and S0’ that we can see
what is the true position. o

JEREN

“The Hon." Leader of the House should get valuable

* information from the 'Hon. Minister of Health. 1can-

not see why we should lease land whichis worth up to

~ d’miniitium of $100,000 at $2,500 for the next twenty-

ﬁve years wheﬁ the presert price, as thehon, junior

"'member for Christ Eturchwill téll them, forborrow

fng i‘ﬁone‘y is at tﬁe rate of elght percent.”
" I ask'the Hon, Leader of ‘thie House to 'show- us a
plan and if there’ 110 plé.uforthcomingto postpone it

aﬂd Bﬁng 1t back ag‘ain

Iam speakmg on the Schedule to’ the Resolution
You say -

“The lease is to be for a period of ninety-nine
years at &'rental of $2;500 per annum for the first 25
| years, $5, 000 pér annumn for the second 25 years,
$7,500 per’ annum for the third 25 years and $1ﬂ 600
per annum for the ﬁnal 25 years period A

1 happen to’ khow leases 6f aréas of’ land here in
Bﬁdgetovm How cari you IeaSe landneirtto ‘4 built-up
area, 8t''$2,300 & ye'ar Yor the next menty-ﬁ%re yeéars
“to put a hétel 6n? 1 do not agree that it 'should be

"'$2,500 for the next: twenty-five years. It should be
* negotiated for every flve years with the option of re-

newal after twenty-five years at a negotiated price

_ according to the preva.ﬂjng price then.

‘The next thmg 1s that a company can be regis-

“tered here and then go to ‘the United States. So you
“'know that this‘is not telling us that this lease 15 mot
"transfefrahle? You said that this Compmy has been
' ‘formed and they have offered you this. If you rent to
*any local persoti; youwﬂl get much ‘more thin that.

‘This' 1s at'the rate of $200.00 a month,’ Start talldng
money,

I repeat, what is going to be the value if tourism
goes on in Barbados? With m¥ lcnowledge Ithihk this

“should etart off at $10,000 a year.
:V:“'6.30 p.m. - *

T v W ; X

Whet 18 goingtohéthepﬂceor‘fﬁéwlueif
Tourism goes on in Barbiadss? 1 hbpe the ton, ‘mem-

ber would realise that my knowledge in this respect
which I have put ‘at the Government’s disposal is that
this should stat off ‘at $10,000 a year, 8% of $100,000
is $8,000 a year, If it is worth $5 a foot, and this is
money which you have to invest. The legal maximum
you “would Want for it is 8%, thisis exactly what hap-
pens all over the woxld. There can be no argument,
but above all if you have a plan to show us we would
be able to see, or you would be able to prove to us
that this is a strip of land they can do nothmg else
with. This House is entitled to see a copy of that
lease, then we will be in a position ‘to say what we

1suggest. I think this is just fair to the inhabitants of

th1s country

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Speaker, this Resolution that

' we Have before us today, which seeks permission to

lease ‘this land to these people, 1 think it'is a‘very

‘good one. The Sugar ‘Industry is going down and we
"have the Tourist industry. We can see that hotels

mean a lot to us here. Businessmen are coming into

this country to erect ahotel, we have land here avail-

able, there is 22,738 sq.ft. of land adjoining the

‘Aquatic Club towards ‘the sea, towards the public

road .......
Mr. MOTTLEY: How do you know?

* ‘Mr. ‘CORBIN: Because this’ says so. You live in
Bndgetovm and you should know it, and I am saying,
Mr. Speaker, I am saying this evening that I hope that
Governtnent will never let these opportunities pass
us. If we do not have that hotel erected here we will
lose the money. I just heard the seniof member for
the City say that he was going to put up a bond house
down at’ the;Deep Water Harbour at 10¢ per sq.ft. per
annum, I want him to know that thatwould be a com-
merclal business and that hotel would be acommer-
cial business. '

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of order, Inever like
to interrupt especially when I am in sympathy with
my friends. I rose on a point of order, the hon. mem-
ber {s misquoting me. What I did say was the Gov~
ernment was renting land at the Deep Water Harbour
at 10¢ a sq.ft. for years and it seems that is the way
they arrived at this. This is a different matter.

1. CORBIN: Is that a point of order?1 said you
have said that the Government is renting the land at
the Deep Water Harbour at 10¢ per sq.ft. per annum,
I am saying now if they rented the land at the Deep
Water Harbour to’ put up a bond house, that is com-
mercial business, and d hotel is commercial busi-~
ness. If a hotel is erected in that location, I will as-
sure yOu that it will employ hundreds of Barbadians,
and 1 am sure that from time to time the taxation
waum help ‘the country ‘We are not only looking for
the money ‘but we are looking for those people who will
be employed from time to time.. The time may come
when you hzve aII the ‘millions and you might not be
able to ‘spend it.'1 am saying, Mr. Speaker, I do not
see the necessity for postponing a Resolution like
this. I do not see why it cannotbe passed this after-
noon, it will certainly be supported by me.
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Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, before the hon.
Minister replies, the Leader of the House, 1 shou;d
like at this stage to try to bring some sort of disci-
pline as far as thinking is concerned. In the first
place, there is a plan as such which ca.nbe passed
around and persued by hon. members, and I will do
that probably here and now, or immediately after I
sit down. '

The:ne are certain conditions subject to which
this lease has been granted, The present G0vernment
enjoys the facility of having as many trained lawyers
as any Government in the past and they are qualiﬁed
to advise the Government as such. I want to tell you
this, this parcel of land has been traditionally a par-
cel of land which has been leased, I must say on a
very bad basis, because of grounds of colour preju-
dice and other grounds, It was granted on a yearly
basis at a pepper corn rent. I just want to explain
what the position really is. This land has been sub~

ject to a lease for a year ona yearly basis at a pep-~
per corn rent for alongnumberof years with the re-~
sult that we have not had a proper modern hotel built
there over the years, and it is now for the first time
in developing the tourist industry, that we are giving
what is a reasonable rental basis. ‘
6.40 p.m

This is not a sale, it is a lease, and bearing in
mind you have that, whatever is put there at the end
of the period of the lease reverts back to the owner
of the land, Let me refer to the absurdities which
have been mentioned. Somebody says that this is not
aneconomical rent. At the end of the 99-year period
the rent based on $2,500 will yield $625,000 If this
land were sold even at $10.000 per square foot, it
would only bring in $227,000 roughly. This land will
remain the property of the Government; the Govern-
ment will acquire the buildings thereon and they are
subject to certain conditions. (Mr. MOTTLEY: We
want to see the pian.) The plan is there; there is no
secret or collusion, This 22,738 square feet of land is
being leased and not sold; it is at an economic rent
and it will provide $625,000 and the Government will
still own the land and the hotel which will be built.
That is subject to certain restrictive covenants.

The hon. junior member for St. Andrew has said
that we are trying to improve the Tourist Industry,
and that can only be done by providing suitable condi-
tions. Before I sit down, I want to say that this lease
is set out on suitable conditions, andifthere are any
changes in the hotel without the consent of the Gov-
ernment during the tenure of the lease, then the
lease will be brought to a close. The Government
will be’ seeing that aproperhotelis maintained there,
and if it is not run and kept according to certain con~
ditions. then the lease will be brought toa close. T.he
Government is not grantingthe putting up of any. fence
or pailing on any paxt of the land which may obstruct
the enjoyment of the beach. Inotherwords,the public
must be protected. The public is being protected not
only price wise but also in so faras, enjoyi.ng the fa-
cmties of the heach is concerned.

Mr. St. JOHN r056 to speak.

‘Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is entitled to
speak on the amendment that: the further considex;a-
tion of this Resolution be postponed. That applies to
all hon. members who spoke before the amendment
was proposed. ; -

. Mz. ST. JOHN: My. Speaker, now that!Ithe#e

seen the, plan, I am more meinforced inmy mind that

this matter should be postponed, The plan discloses
that there is frontage.of 136 feet all along | the sea.
This land is sandwiched hetween the. Aquat:ic Clpb
and the Barbados Sailing and Cruising Club. Itis 136
feet deep and has 136 feet of sea frontage. The Hon.
Minister who has just spokeninhis usual,.superhcial
examination, has said that the Government is going
to get $650,000 over a 99-year perlod for this land.

Hon. C E TALMA Mr. Speaker, on a point of
order. The hon. member has a way of misquoting
people. I said that $625,000 would be secured by the
Government in.cash apart from the hotel of 120 bed-
rooms, which forms part of the reversion to the land.

Mr. ST. JOHN. The hon. member hpg not told
this House if any part of the hoteLwill be erected on

~ this 22,738 square feet of land. This may, well be

curtilage of the hotel. These people own all the 1and
from the Aquatic Club. How do we know that they are
only acquiring this place for a car park or dance
floor, so that at the end of 99‘years they can say to
the Government: ‘‘You can have back your ca.r park
or dance Hall.” Not one of them hashad the decency
to give the information to the House. Proper infor-
mation would show the site in relationto the Govern-
ment’s land. I doubt whether they are going to put
up a $2. million hotel within the small confines of a
space of 22,738 square. feet. -They are using the other
land, They want this piece of land for their recrea-
tional facilities or restaurant or somethinglike that,
or they want to put aluminium um,brellas. Of course,
the Government is getting $625,000 in cash, but
$100,000 at 8% a year is $8,000 per year. If you in-
vested it and got $8,00Q ayear,atthe end o,f ten years
you will be. getting $80,000 andif you multiply that

by 9 you will get. $720,000, which is still more than
.what the hon, member is taling about. Thatis why '

I charge the hon. member with having a superﬁcial
understanding of this very complex issue.

I see that they are now paésing mmd the plan.
As a matter of principle, I would not agree that the
Government ghould dispose . of. property. without the
assent of the Legislature of this Conntry, and my

: foundation for this as the efficiency of the conduct
of the Premier of this countrybetween 1956 and 1961
who demanded. fought for and got, the contract of
AMessrs Costain for buildingthe DeepWater Harbour.

6.50 p.m,

I would never stay in this House gnd allow Gov~

ernment to dispose of good Govemment’s property
without their submitting a plan to this House. When
they were in the Opposition and they called for and

Deep Water Hsrbou:r, they got 1t.

A

-

‘Qo



Hon, J. C. TUDOR: The hon. member is cer--

tainty mistaken when he says that Costain’s planwas

+, made available to this House.

Mr, St. JOHN: If they were not strong enough to
get it, I'am strong enough to getit, They would never
be able to do as they like fortheir own peculiar rea-
sons, I am ‘making sure of that. Why have we not got
the plan pettaining to thislease for a period of ninety-
nine 'years? A hotel would be buiit on the site.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: This rabble-rousing politi«
cian that you get here......

(L aughterin the Gallery)

Mr, SPEAKER: Letus getthis perfectly straight.
If there is any cheer or misbehaviour from the Gal-
lery, the Gallery will be cleared. Let thexre be no
mistake about that.:

- Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, Iwithdraw that
remark. ’

Mr, SPEAKER: I was hoping that the hon, mem-
ber would do so. Of course, the hon. member is an
experienced parliamentarian,

Mr, St, JOHN: Sir, this is the thing which I must
draw to the attention of the Hon. House. No member
of the Government has so far categorically and un-~
" equivocally stated that on this land which is to be
leased to this company any of the hotel which is pro-
viding this 120 ~bedroom will be built onit. The only
information given is that the people who are buying
the Aquatic Club next -door which contains a larger
area than this 22,000 square feet are experienced in
property development, There are the people who
formed the Town and Commexrcial Properties (Bar-
bados) Limited, These people who have experience in
property development, is the Government going to
suggest that they are going to build their 120-bedroom
hotel on the land next door which would mean at the
end of the ninety-nine years lease, according to the
- law they would have to give up permanent structure?
We can never believe that. There is no such stipula-
tion on that side. Do not try to suggest in your argu-
ment that. Itwould be giving a wrong and erroneous
impression. It does not contain a covenant that they
build a hotel on this paxt.

You talk about giving inducement to the tourist
industry. We are asking the Government to ensure
Barbadians interests in giving inducements to the
Tourist Industry. These people after operating the
company for a ten-year period canliquidate it and do
not pay a cent in income tax, Then, somebody else
can come in and get another ten-year period of tax

« concessions and do the same thing.

~ We have the experience all around of what is hap-~

pening, We do not object to the lease, only to the sti-
pulations. Let us know the facts on this side. I am
going further. You are bound to take into considera~
tion the development which is going on aroundthere,

There are shopping blocks going up around there. In~
side the Hilton Hotel they have just begun to build
some shopping area. If you go into the gap you will see
shopping: blocks. These are going to be larger and
larger and business is going to be created around
there, therefore the present value of property around
there is going to be raised immensely,

You are leasing at 2,500 for twenty-five years.
What I am concerned with is the Resolution before the
House and what] am concernedwithis the fact of what
is taking place here in Barbados. Look around at what
is happening as regards your property values. Why
are they buying up everything they can get? They
recognise that the effect of the inducements which they
are getting here can enable them to borrowmoney at
eight percent, pay it back and still get a laxge profit.

What is wrong, the Government does not have a
qualified man to consider this soxrt of thing. In Trini~
dad, when Dr, Williams carmne into power, theydid not
have anybody to see into this sott of thing and the first
thing he did was to get somebody. This Government
has always said that theyhave to buy land and pay for
it through their nose. ‘ :
7.00°p.m.

The plot obviously provides the best piece of their
frontage on the sea, the most attractive part, and not
only this, it has 136 ft, onthe sea. Even if you wanted
to provide a dancing area, this is an ample area for
it; it is essential to the provisionof adequate ameni~
ties of this hotel. You should not sacrifice that bar-
gaining provision because people come from abroad.

The Minister knows the tourist industrywell, he
has a parcel of land at Rockley, he knows the Rockley
area, he has seen before his eyes the development that
has taken place in the touxist industry in Barbados, it
has been part and parcel of hislife and he knows that
for Rockley Beach land you have to pay a certain
price, and the significant thing about this is anybody
knows that péople are looking for relatively small
areas of land than for larger areas.

22,000 sq. ft. of land, they are paying 8 percent,
and they are going to pay it atthe end of 99 years, be-
cause at the end of the last 25 years they are going
to pay $10,000 per annum. That is the kind of rent
they should be paying now for the first 25 years, but
the suggestion made by the hon. senior member for
the City of Bridgetown that even if you had leased for
25 years with an option to renew, which would be a
binding option, in the event of a dispute you would have
arbitration, but a 99 year lease isalong term legse,
In that period of time - 99years - the hotel might oot
contain the amenities and facilities which the people
at that time wouldwant, so do not think that at the end
of 99 years you will have done anything, you may not
be alive then.

Nobody from the other side has got up here and
presented a plan or made a statement assuring this
House that part of the main structure of this hotel
will be on this land, because if all is not on the land
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it means you would only have part. If you own the.

land next door you are not going to build half on this
and half on the other, because at the end of the 99
years - period. of time you cannot saw it down and
separate it. - -

As for the other hon. junior member for St. An-
drew, whenever he contributes to a debate in this
House he displays more and more his complete ina-
bility to grapple with the issues that are presented in
this House; today’s was no exception.

I reiterate it is unfair to this House for the hon.
Minister just to read up a part of the lease. Sir, we
had the:experience here last week where we had one
Hon.: Minister saying: one thing, and another hon.
Minister from the same side saying something else,
and when the Prime Minister came in here he said
something different. That is the sort of thing that we
have in here. If at this stage this agreement and the
terms and conditions have been settled, why thereis
such a thing as the Selicitor for the lessee sending
the document to the Crown Solicitor for perusal be-
fore hand., After the Crown Solicitor initials it it is
then sent back, why can we not have a.copy so that we
can persue for ourselves. Are we entitled to see it?
1 think the House would probably be much better off
if we could see this lease.

.. This Resolution as it stands seeks to conceal
far too much and it is asking people to sign their
hands upon the dotted line without giving them the
opportunity of knowing fully all the implications of it
and I cannot support it,

* Hon., N. W, BOXILL: Mrx. Speaker, Sir, after
hearing the last member speak, I am at a loss to
understand if he is not voting for this Resolution be-
cause he laments the thought that Mess Around and
Marshall have been removed from running the black
people off, the beach at Graves End. What I cannot
really understand is that from the time inthe 1920°’s
when the Aquatic Club was built, nobody raised one
eyelid about the barbed wire fence they had stretched
from the Club right out in the sea.

The first time, Mr, Speaker, in the last 20’s and
the early 30’s there was a young lawyerwho came to
Barbados, At that time the Advocate Newspaper - this
was before a lot of people were able to read - used to
print a daily paper as well as a weekly paper, and
this young lawyer used to write some fairly forceful
articles in this weekly paper which, appeared on Sat-
urday, and used to be scooped up like hot cakes, and
in one of his axticles he mentioned about this barbed
wire fence. The.fence was cut down and this young
lawyer, before you could say Jack Robinson, his
mouth was silenced, he was. givena civil sexvice job,
but I am surprised to think that not only the Aquatic
Club was allowed to carry on this racial segregation
practice, but also the Savannah Club,

7.10 p.m.

I know that a man was arrested for standing up
in the track watching tenning being played. Today we
have brought about the end of ‘‘Mess Around”’ and

those of us who used to frequent Greaves End Beach
will know the atrocities which used to be carried on
at the Aquatic Club, Hon. members on the Other Side
are now asking us to charge an exorbitant price for
this land in oxrder to drive away our hotel industry so
that the ‘‘Mess Arounds’ can continue to perpetrate
what was happening in the 1920’s, the 1930’s and the
1940's. Furthermore, I will say this, that the con-
tract which is going to be drawnupis not going to be
drawn up by anyone of the Ministers. The Govern~
ment has better legal advisers today thantheyhad in
the 1930°s or the 1940’s, Let them tell some mis-
guided nincompoop who is hiding behind the press and
trying to be sarcastic; the worse personto be sarcas-
tic is myself. I have been born and bred in it and
therefore I know how to use it.

The hon. senior member for Christ Church is
always trying to expostulate on how much law he
knows. He knows more law than I know, but that does
not mean that he knows all the law, After all, com-
monsense is not so common. When the hon. member
is making accusations about malpractices, he could
only be accusing his own legal friends inthe profes-
sion. The contract will be drawn up by competent
lawyers. If one were to follow the hon. member’s
statement, one would conclude that he seems to know
more about this matter than we know. He says that
these people will not be building any hotel. How does
he know that? Does he thinkthat the Legal Draftsmen
and Crown Solicitors are Deputy Crown Solicitors?
All of these people have studied law and they are
qualified legal men. Does he think that they will allow
the Government to be taken for a ride by some of
these land sharks which he has mentioned? They will
be doing their duty. The hon. member does not un-
derstand that these legal boys are Barbadians first
and they are guiding us whetheritisthis Government
oxr any other Government in power, and the Govern-
ment will get the best deal for its money. (Mr.
MOTTLEY: You are not getting the bestdeal in this.)
What I would like to say here andnow is that the hon.
member brought up something in a debate to the
‘effect that I said one thing and the Minister of Health
said something else. I want to say that this House of
Assembly is not a Court of Law where you say one
thing all the time. I can say that a portion of land is
1/8 of an acre and another Minister might say that it
is 1/4 of an acre, but there is nothing about that, You
will get all of these innuendos from these so-called
lawyers. (ASIDES). You ought to be ashamed; it is
nothing to be proud of.

Mr. ST. JOHN: Mr, Speaker, on a point of order,
The hon. member is referring to me as ‘‘You'' and
things of that kind, There are no ‘‘You’s’’ in this
House. (

Mr. SPEAKER: Nomore thanthere are! “‘people
on the other side."’

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, when it comes
to a question of sarcasm, there is nobody who has a
better retort in sarcasm than I. I can take sarcasm
but when I give it, it gets under people’s skin. The
hon. senior member for Christ Church ought to be
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ashamed of himself; the hon. member has atendency
to play to the gallery.

- Mr, ST. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, ona pointof order.
I object to that statement; the hon, member ¢annot
make ‘a statement like that, -

Mr, SPEAKER: I do not regard that phrase as
being unparliamentary.

Hon., N. W. BOXILL: He wants- to-impress the
people outside because he has been going out with
the mismded idea sesesaseessise

Mr, SPEAKER: 'I’he Hon. Minister mustnot deal
with the hon. member; let him deal wlth the point at
issue,

Hon. N, W, BOXILL:The point at issue is the
taking of the land at Greaves End Beach from the
Aquatic Club and the ramifications which includes
racial segregation and that sort of thing. As I said
when I rose to speak, one was at a loss to understand
if the hon., senior member for Christ Church is in-
terested in ‘séeing that the Government gets a good
deal in this matter or inkeepmgthe status quo of the
1920’s.

7.20 p.m. -

In my opinion the hon. membernotonlywas try-
ing to point-out that a bunch of nit~wits is on this
side of the House but that some land sharks can come
down here and fool Barbadians. If land sharks can
come down here and fool Barbadians, the hon. senior
member for Christ Church can take it upon himself
to draw it to the attention of the legal draftsman. Do

not come in here snd try and misrepresent the facts.

Mr. ST. JOHN: Sir, I object to that, I tise on a
point-of order. The hon, member has said that-I come
in here and try and misrepresent the facts. There
is no greater misrepresentation of the facts thanhe.

- The hon. member is all muck and slime.

Mr., SPEAKER: The hon. member did not say
otherwise than this at the time. When I saw the hon.
member getting up, 1 began to write the words down.

The Minister said ‘‘do not come in this House and

try and misrepresent the facts.’
Hon. N. W, BOXILL: Mr, Speaker,

Mr. SPEAKER: At that time the hon. member
said those words.

.Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: You are drawing adis~
tinction that does not exist. :

Mr., SPEAKER‘ That is a subtle distinction but
that is no fault of mine.

Hon. N. W, BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, sometime ago
1 said that in 1960 when ‘we were campaigning that
the only people in opposition to the Government is
the ‘‘Advocate’’ newspaper and the ‘‘Daily News’’.

Anyhow, Sir, I go back to the debate, Now, the
hon. senior member for Christ Church said some~
thing about more muck and slime.1passthat by. Mr.
Speaker, 1 did not say that he did it I asked him ‘not
to give the impression not only to this Honourable
Chamber but to the general public that this Govern-
ment is a fob pocket acting Government. Anything
that this Government does, as far aslam concerned,
is ‘done in no clandestine manner, and I would exort
hon. members on the other side not to view this thing
in any bad way not to try and make a read herrlng
out of it,

Nobody on this side would be so stupid after
getting rid of that-monster ‘which we had up there to
allow another: monster to be put there. The hon.
senior member for Christ Churéh said, how do we
know the pedple would not be building upon this site
just for a car park, It is obvious that these thi.ngs
are'drawn up by people who study them,

Before 1 sit down, Mr. Speaker, I shall remind
hon. members and the general public that whatever
this Government does, no matter how it may appear,
and how much politcal canvassing is brought into
these issues, do not accusé members on this side,
as is 80 often done, of malpractices. :

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has said “do
not atceuse.,*’

-Hon. N. W, BOXILL: Mr, Speaker, I said no not
come in here, as is so often the case, and accuse
members on- this side: of acting in any underhand
way. As 1 have said before, we on this side of the
House do not do the people s business in any clan-
destine manner, =

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, when
we came to this House I actually said that we are all
human beings and I pointed out to the Govexrnment
that we are willing to co-operate with the Govern~
ment, We know that the Government is comprised
of human beings ‘just as the Opposition is comprised
of 'human beings, thérefo¥e we all make mistakes.
We should therefore discuss something which we do
not think meets to our approval.

I would imagine that at least two members of the
Government "‘would have seen that our approach was
not an approach 6f’militancy, but that our approach
was one where things may go wrong that we discuss
.it" so that the differences would be solVed. Luckily
for us the Hon. Minister of Heaith saw the point and
tende'red information which the hon. member did not

‘tender. What has got my dog 1s this attempt by homn.
merbers on the othér side of foolishly actingin this
Assembly as if the Government is composéd of peo-
ple who think that a1l the people who have voted have
sent them there. There are people who have voted
who have sent us here so as to have their views ex-
pressed, just as the people who sent theGovernment
thexe to express their views.

7. 30 p.m.
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. .. The people who sent us here are entitled to-have
their views expressed just as much as the people who
sent Government members to this Assembly, so the
Government should not feel that they can ignore the
House. I would expect that those two members would
have seen the reasonableness and agreed to postpone.
When the member for Christ Church and the senior
member for Bridgetown - who is certainly as much an
expert in realpropertyas anybody else inthis island
- when he spoke, anexpert spoke, and he told you how
you might at least consider that possibly you were
wrong and throwing away money. When I pointed out
that to tie yourself downfor 25years, ] said that hav-
ing heard the view of the hon. member foxr Bridgetown,
that after five years, considering the market value
at that time, when I told hon. members that I per-
sonally could get the gold coastland 25 years ago for
$2,000 they probably thought I was crazy or some-
thing. A .simple point put to the Government, do not
tie yourself down for 25 years, we could almost go on
all night to ask the Government to paint pictures for
themselves; in this nuclear age what Barbados would
be like in 50 years much less 99 years.

- I noticed the faces of Government membexrs when
the -Minister for Health was talking, they could have
cut his throat by theirlooks because he was doing the
very thing that the Government would notdo when we
asked for the facts, We are to sit down here and give
away for little or nothing the little bit of land Barba-
dos still has adjoining the sea; we are not entitled to
see . apything. The hon., members of the Government
would say no matter what.we say however right we
may be they can always outvote us. That is the type -
of Parliamentary democracy they enjoy, this dicta-
torship spirit, this ignoring of the Opposition, this
sitting even on your fellow members, your colleagues
who might see reason.

We do not know the terms of this lease, we do not
know what:is binding in this, we may be signing, by the
majority vote of this House, a lease the terms of
which we know nothing, but we are told by the mem-
ber who just sat down that they have Dxaughtsmen.
How can a Draughtsmandraft alease unless he knows
what the terms of the lease are to be? Not the clever~
est lawyer in the world can do that, lawyers and
draughtsmen are not policy makers, Suppose theydo
not build a hotel there. I am almost tempted, I would
be treading on very very delicate ground, but I am
almost tempted to tell the House what I know, things
having been said in my presence because certain peo~
ple wanted to gain my. help as Leader of the Opposi-
tion, but I have been told of the possibility of exrecting
casinos, gambling deas, hotels, bedrooms, dancing,
what have you. I say thatwith a profound sense of my
responsibility to this House, Iwill never -1 might say
more than my conscience tells me I should say, but
we do not know whether it is possible for these people
to come here and do what they, like, we do not know
what the terms of the lease axe.

1 am perfectly sure some hon. members know I
could call at least two sets of names who have been
trying to buy land in this island to put up a hotel, far
less than for the purpose of running a casino. We are

to

to be bound by the votes of the greater numbexr not
only to sell out Barbados for little or nothing, but to
sell our very soul. We have not been told whether
immorality might go on, but we are to be treated like
children. What really gets my goat is the fact that
Government members can get up and talk to us as if
we were novices, then they talk of being white or

- black, we have been accused of being so favourable to

white people in the past at the Aquatic Club. When the
lease of the Aquatic Club was brought before the
House - the hon. member decided to bringin the red
herring saying that in the past coloured people could
not go to the Aquatic Club, but now why blame us if
we are asking about the building of this hotel and im-
plicating that there will be no colour bar; tell us the
terms of the lease, they are tryingto make it appear
as if they are putting anendto colour bars, is creat-
ing on the site of the Aquatic Cluba different situation
from what existed when the Aquatic Club was leased
year after year, as the Minister of Healthtells us, on
a yearly contract. '

7.40 p.m.

That is a red herring, and in accusing'members

he was merely saying that he was doing it, I said that
1 expected at least two members to see the light, but
as to the distinguished member for St. Andrew, dis-
tinguished by his genuine love of the Bible and all its
teachings, it takes a lot of courage to make modern
men confess that they are guided by Scriptural In-
junction. People have a habit of laughing at their fel-
lowmen who think too much of their religion, but even
the hon. senjior member for St. Andrew inhis speech
defended this matter. I expected that both he and the
Minister of Health would have been as courageous as
they have been in a previous debate in this House, Now
that the Minister of Health has done what he has done,
I counsel the Hon. Leader of the Government to see
that we donot ask for anythingthat we are not entitled
to askfor. Perhapslam opening theireyes more than
I should, but they must see that these things are add-
ing up. The people of this country will not be content
to have the Opposition silenced by votes and silenced
by hon. members when the Opposition ask for infor-
mation,

Do not hon, members see that the Democratic
Labour Party is already depleting? Dare any hon.,
member say otherwise. When we came in here and
spoke about co-operation, one Minister said: ‘“Let
us forget the past and work in harmony,’’ and the har-
mony is the sort of thing we are getting in here!Some-
times it is immaterial to us whether the Government
agrees with us oxr not, When they do not agree with us,
they just give us plenty of ammunition against them
both now  and whenever the Election takes place. I
have ceased to promise what I promised whenl first
came into this House, that I would believe that Gov-
ernment membexrs are as willing to co~operate with
the Opposition as the Opposition is willing to co-
operate with the Government; but when we are treated
like little children with wicked pranks, when we ask
for what is the parliamentary practice - what hap-
pened in the old days-was that when the Attorney-
General was doing a thing of this sort he would
promptly pass down the line, the plot and sale or lease
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and what not - all of that would'be passed down the

Table; but we are told that better lawyers are draft-

‘ing these things than in the past without telling us what

1t is.

I handled the contract for the constractionofthe

Deep Water Harbour. I'will naver forget sitting next '
-to'the hon, member for St. Andrew, the présetit At-

torney-General, Senator-Smith, who got up and said
when the Government was" beifig: attacked: over the
‘contract for the Deep Water Harbour, thatshe had

‘tr¥avélled on a ship with & pedson who had'seen the

contract and who knew what he'wids talking-about,-and
he said that he had never seen-a‘contraét which was
drawn up so much in favour of the Goveinment and
its people. 1 have to' add to that that if a‘hu¥ricane
had destroyed all that Costainhaddone, allof that we
would not have had to put back; so that to say that you

do not put a contract on the Table when the present

Attorney-General gave us that tribute a red herring

“Hke that - an argument which you put up liké that -

falls to the ground. I am no longer appealing to ‘the
Government on the ground of co~operation. The Min-
ister of Health will always tell us, out of the amount
of his experience, what he knows is parliamentary
practice and he will give us what we ask for. The

‘hon. senior member for St. Andrew, who'made a slip

this afternoon, will alse use reasonableéness of view;

‘but as to the rest of those hon. meémbers over there,

God help Barbados.

Mr, CRAIG: Sir, I have listened this afternoon
to many hon, members spéaking on this Resotution.
1 heard what I considet'an expert, or one of the ex-
pexts, on real estate and his view. I heard the hon,
junior member for St.-Andrew and his expert thesis
on-the Bible; I also heard the Hon. Leader of the Op-

‘position and a speech made by the hon. senior mem-

ber for Christ Church, and-1 can’safely say that any

“professor from any of the Inins which he dttended,

would be justly proud of him, I am quite sure that his
colleagues and his constituents ‘would be justified in
him. I also heard the hon. junior meémber for St.
Thomas, and his remarks were nothing shoit of a

. circus display. I consider his speech as being sense-
‘less and as useless as he is short, and he is very

short.

’750pm.

What are we on this side asking the Govemment

-to do in the interestof this country and with t_he tour-
‘st boom? We are asking the Government to seek a
-better rent per year for the land whichthey now plan

‘to reént to the Town and Commercial Properties (Bax-

‘bados) Limited. We are begging them, as they say,
‘to provide for the inhabitants of this’ country a iittle

more money. . ,

- Sir, I heard about afence whichwas put up at the

Agquatic Club and which was taken down.'1dlso heard

about a person called ‘‘Mess Around”, Iwonder if the
“hon. ‘junior member for Christ Church knows that that

“fence only came down in 1961 or whether the people
‘who ave about to rent this land will be people who
‘would want to put up a fence around it. I'have also

heard of the wall at the Aquatic Club, I heard that

even if T-were drowning I could not go and hold on to
it, therefore, when the hon. member said that the Gov-
ernment was renting these people this land, and they
had stipulated that their policy would be one of not
discriminating against anyone and that there will be
no racial barriers, 1 wonder if all that has been
written into the agreement.

- Sir, I will not say very muchonthis because I am
not really interested in matters of real estate but it
is irksome to me to hear hon. members on the other
side make accusations against the hon. senior mem-
ber for Christ Church for his speech onthis matter.
I am sure that our children when they grow up will
read the’ speech given in here by him and they will
feél justly:proud of the person who represented them
in 1967. '

Sir, I am going to support the postponement of
this Resolition because 1 feel deep down within my-
self that the hon, junior member for the City, the hon,
senior member for Christ Church and the Hon. Leader
of the Opposition are aufaitwiththe law and real es-
tate inh ‘this céuntry, particularly in St. Michael, We
are not fighting the Government because they have
the numbers. They have the power to outvote us but
we are asking them instead of collecting this amount
of $250,000 in a period 6f ninety~-nine yearsto collect
$1,500,000 over the -same period. We are therefore

' asking yo‘u to take it back to the Cabinet.

- With these few remarks, I onlyhope thatthe Hon.
Minister will dt-ledst agree with us on this occasion
and I am quite sure that the Governmerit’s policy will
then be quite justified.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, Ithink it would
be fair tolet the House know that we are not accepting
the motion for the postponement. In rejecting this re-
quest, we are not doing this out of puxrely partisan
feelings or because it ‘has been said thatwe have the
numbers. To hear some people on the other side talk~
ingeceses

Mr., SPEAKER: The hor. member should say
some hon. members. ‘

Hon; J. C. TUDOR: Yes, Sir, you would suppose
that they were the majority-Government and that we
on this side that have the Government are in the mi-
nority. I have been in the House long enough to hear
the hon. senior member for St. Joseph say that the
other people ‘can talk all night, it does not matter be-
cause we have the numbers. So that if the numbers
are on this side now, that is the luck of the game. The
hon. meribe? should reflect that they are the political
party which has just lost two elections and we have
wor 'two, “ and ‘the inférence to be drawn from that is
thiit thé majority of the people who voted have more
confidence in is betause they have givenusthe Gov~
‘ertiment twice.~ -

No‘w,‘Sir,‘quihe a lot has been said in-the debate
which needed not to have been sald. They accused us
of direléction of duty butI was careful to say at the
end of my introductory speech thatlthink there were
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. many questions which may be raised, I couldnot an-
ticipate all of them so I invited hon. members on the
other side to raise any question they may desire.

Quite frankly, I did not even recollect that the
Government was going to be accused of refusing to
circulate the plan because I was not conscious that it
was here, therefore, all that was needed to be done
was to circulate it and that would end the matter.

Arising out of some remarks made by the Hon.
Leader of the Opposition, in his mentioning something
about the amenities of the proposed hotel to be built
he said he did not wishto be told every possible thing
but certain things., He had overheard that itwould be
possible that people might wishto establish gambling
casinos in this Island. He did not think this might be
the desire of some interests.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I rise on
a point of order. I said that knowing of some people
who wanted to get land here, I wanted to know who
they were. I merely said that there were more than
two lots of people who were interested in trying to get
land here.
8.00 p.m,

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: If the hon. member was lis~.

tening carefully, I said that he said that from things
he had overheard, things that had been spokento him
possibly in his capacity as Leader of the Opposition,
there might be reason to suppose that some people
would be interested in setting up gambling casinos,
However, the point is, I wish to say that we have not
been and are not now and are not likely to be in-
terested in encouraging that form of tourist develop-~

ment and anybody who thinks this would be possible '

in raising that kind of matter with the Government is
doomed to disappointment before they start.

Obviously there are some points of note which
were made by the other side, one was made by the
senior member for Christ Church, one by the hon.
senior member for St. Peter and one by the hon. se-
nior member for St. Peter andone by the hon, senior
member for Bridgetown, all of them bearing on the
same argument. One had to dowith the location of the
Hotel,one to do with the actual financial arrangements

of the lease, and the other to dowith the time before.

 the lease finally expires. All of them are valid points,
but they are not sufficient to warrant our accepting
postponement. We are not so foolish as to rush into
this kind of matter without fully considering it, nor

" are we so foolish as to give the impression that a
lease could be drawn up befoxe the House of Assem~
bly had pronounced on the principle of it, and this is
what is before the House. Obviously, as is always the
case, whenever, an important debate takes place in
this House, I make it my business in preparing the ne-
port of the transaction to draw to the Cabinet’s atten-
tion all of the important points raised inthe debates,
because of their importance, so that the Cabinet in
finalising any matter has at its disposal the views of
the Opposition, but transmitting the views, whichIam
in duty boundto do,is notthe same as accepting tho
views. -

Nothing has been.raised on that side whichwar-
rants any postponement and therefore we are notac-
cepting, and if we were inclined to think about it, it Py
is alright for the hon. senior member for Christ
Church to wax so warm on this matter, and he feels
strongly onthis matter, but I will say this to him, it is
conceivably impertinent on my part, but I must take
the chance. If he had been in this House longer than
the few months that he had beenin, there are a lot of
things which we cannot accept from a political party
who saw fit to close the road at Sandy Lane without
telling us beforehand, the same thing nearly happened
in St. Peter, they tried to divert the Heywoods Road,
and had it not been for the vigilance of the then Op~
position they would have succeeded. You cannot ex-
pect us on this side to take advice from a political
party which more than 20 years ago, for reasons
which even to this day have not been disclosed, paid
some exorbitant sums, having regard to prices in
those days, for the Central Foundry site whichis not
too far from here. The Barbados Labour Party does
not have the kind of political record which would al-
low it to stand up and give advice to us, so we thank
them for nothing.

I do not mean to be rude or impexrtinent, if this
is how it is taken I am very sorry, but.l must tell
them quite frankly that while we accept their point of
view on certain things, and while we do not think we
are the sole depositors for all wisdom and therefore
can be guided by their opinion in some instances, in +
this at least they are not competent from their politi-
cal record to advise this Government, if we want ad~
vice from that quarter wewill goto Mr. D*Arcy Scott.

We have to resist the call for a postponement,
because I do not think that anything that has been
said here justifies this. My colleague, the hon. Minis-~
ter of Communications and Works made a pointwhich
some hon. members attempted to laugh at and to heap
scorn on the fact that one of the rather strong advan-
tages is that the amenities, whatever they are, will be
available to the inhabitants of this island, andthat no
colour bar will be practised.

I can remember beinginthisisland as a member
of this House when a matter was not brought to the
floor of the House. There was what amounted almost
to the biggest scandal there everhas been, years ago
when a water polo team was to be selected and they
insisted that they should have no coloured people in
it and there was considerable objection inthisisland
as some people in this House probably remember, and
Dr. Cummins - I am not calling his name to criticise
him - but he asked that the mattex not be brought out
in the open because in his yiew, if the mattex were
aired and blown out of proportion it might have pre~
vented Barbados from getting the Federal capital.
Those are the things that bon. membexrs of this House
have been through and have experienced, so there was *
no reason therefore to laugh at the bon. member for
St. Thomas for raising it in his way, because it is a
fact, and one of the things we would insist on is that
any tourist development whichtakes place in that area
has conformed to. the social outlook of Independent
Barbados.
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: One last point., I notice in several debates the
- Leader of the Opposition attempts to,very clumsily I
must say, divide this side by drawing out for special
and particular reference the hon. junior member for
St, Andrew and my colleague the Minister of Health.
It is a clumsy way to divide us. If you want the Gov-
ernment of this country you can have it at the polls or
assassinate us, they are the only two ways to get it,
you cannot expect to get it by making reference to any
two of us. The pointis this, if you find that five years
is too long you have to find some way of shortening the
time. I just-want to-warn him thatwe are well aware
of:this trick, you cannot rule us by dividing us, so we
are boundto.gome here by apolitical outlook which we
do not share with the members of the other side, if the
_ people -of this. country when the time comes change
their minds and they give the Government to the other

side, this is all well and gopd. When the hon, mem~

_bers opposite were complaining of the life of the lease,
what sprang to my mind was this,inthenext 25years

- when you have the Government,change it and alter the
texms, It is as simple as that.
Q‘lo P-m- O

The question that the further consideration of this
, Resolution be now postponed was put and resolyed in
the negative.

A division was taken as follows;—

AYES: Messrs, HINDS, J. M. G. M. ADAMS, HOL-
DER, smru ST. JOHN and Sir GRANTLE’Y ADAMS 6.

. NOES; ¥r. YEARWOOD, Hon’bles ] .C.. TUDOR
C. E..TALMA, 4: DaC. .EDWAEDS, G. G. FERGUSSON,
N..W. .BOXILL, Messrs. LOWE, SPRINGER, CORBIN,
and HOPPIN - 10.

. The question that this Resolution do now pasé was
put: and resolved in the affirmative without division,
Mr. SPEAKER declaring ‘*l think the ‘AYES have it.”’

DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITIES AND PRIVILEGES BILL

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that Order No. 1, under Government Business,bethe
next Order of the Day.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second - that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirin'ative
without division.

Mzx. SPEAKER: This Oxder stands in the name
of the Hon. and Learned Prime Mln:lsner.

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Spathr llmtsldng
leave to take charge of this Orderwhich stands in the
name of the Hon. and Learned P:mnc Minlstar.

- Mr. SPBAKBR' The Hon. u-&rof cthouseis

asking leave to take charge of this Orderwhich stands

in the name of the Hon, and Learned Prime Minister,
and if there is no objcction. lemwﬂlhegnnud.
(Aftes a pause.) There being no objection, leave is
grantad the Hon, Leader of the House to move the

Second reading of a Bill to confer immunities, powers
and privileges on diplomatic and consular represen-

_tatives and representatives of international organisa-

tions and certain other persons; and for puxposes an-
cillary to or conmected with matters aforesaid.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker,Iwantto say at
the outget that I cannot anticipate all the questions
which could conceivably be asked on this Bill, but I
will answer any questions which arise as far as I

an. The purpose of this Billisto bring together in a
single Act a number of provisions under the Diploma-
tic Privileges Act of 1947 and the amending Act of
1965, The purpose of the Bill is also to take the op~
portunity to bring up to date cognate matters which
would affect this country as anIndependent Sovereign
State. The purpose of this Bill therefore is to enact
into legislation the various provisions of international
diplomatic practice which Barbados, as a Sovereign
State, would, of course, be expected to subscribe to.
The various Clauses, as hon. members would have
seen, deal with the various matters, Part two of the
Bill deals with diplomatic immunities and Rights and .
Privileges which accredited representatives of Foreign
Governments would expectto receive in Barbdos, the
rights and. privileges of International Organisations
and people connected therewith, the membexs of Con-
sular and Diplomatic Staff, their immunities and
Privileges, exemptions from certain kinds of taxa-
tion and custom duties which diplomatic personnel
are entitled to have, and, of course, the various Sche-
dules set out the countries to which these privileges
apply in addition to Barbados. Also set out in one of
the Schedules are the provisions of the Vienna Con-
vention of 1962 which regulates the diplomatic prac-
tice between the Sovereign States. I beg to move that
this Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, it is clear
that any Bill on Diplomatic Immunities is not likely
to be a party question or a controversial Measure,
and therefore we, in the Opposition, will content our-
selves with asking the Hon, Leader of the House to
emphasise to the Minister of External Affairsthatin
these modern times there is a general feeling that
diplomatic immunities can be carriedtoo far, and the
members and staffs of diplomatic missions, their
wives, children, servants and hangers-on, prove
themselves to be nuisances.

8.20 p.m,

In lower matters, they sometimes constitute
tiresome problems for the local police and you have
some serious matters going on as what happened in
London with a murder taking plece and the murderer
not brought to trial because of his diplomatic status.

' We hope that the Gévernment in its list would
exercise as much care as it can. Already, there are
complaints of undue favourswhich are made toa cer-
tain number of diplomatic people i the way of parking
facilities. I presume there is no attempt to bribe any-
one to break the laws to give them as much parking
space as is possible. Onthe other side of these build-

ings these people have parking lots.
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As regards Customs and Excise duty there needs.
to be some vigilance. Those who have some éxperi-
ence, know that one of the moxre subtle way of getting
help to cheaper liquor isto know adiplomat. We Hope
that would be kept under control. -

There is-nothing we find in this Bill which of-
fends against the practice of diplomatic representa-
tion and we do not intend to oppose it.

The question that the Bill be read a second time

was put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

On motion of Hon. J. C. TUDOR, seconded by Hon.
C. E. TALMA, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the
House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. ,YEARW;OOD
tn the Chair. '

Clauses 1 to 6 were called separately and passed :

Clause 7 was called. [t reads as follows:~

7. The Minister may from time to time, by
order confer on the judges and registrars of the In-
ternational Court of Justice established by the Chat-
ter of the United Nations, and of any other interna-
tional judicial institution approved by the Minister,
and on suitors to that Court ox to any such institutions
and their agents, counsel, and advocates, such im-
munities, privileges, and facilities as may be re
quired to give effect to any resolution of, or conven-
tion approved by, the -General Assembly of the United
Nations or, in the case of any such institution as
aforesaid, as the Minister may deem necessary for
the proper discharge its functions. o

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I beg to move that Clause 7
stand part,
Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr, J. M. G, M, What is the position of Barbados
in relation to the International Court of Justice?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: 1 do not think that we are
members. If the hon. member would like, I will give
the hon. member a full answer on this later. I do not
think we are full members.

- Mr.+J. M. G. M. ADAMS: This isthe Internat:ional
Couzt of Justice and we have immunity.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I thinkthe pointis that in in-
ternational organizations these diplomats have to
move around and they are entitled to immunity be-
cause they have to visit in their capacity. I do not
know whether that would arise out of Clause 7.

Sir GRANTLEY -ADAMS: It seems to me, Mr,
Chairman, that these immunities and privileges are
conferred on those persons because they are mem-~
bers of international agencies. This is nothing at all
to do with membership or otherwise of Barbados in
vinternational organizations. It is just people acting
for us are entitled to the 1mmunities which interpa-
tional people enjoy. '

8.30 p.m,

- This refers only to the Judges who 'sérve on the
international court; youare not askingto send séme-
body, the judgés-are appoihted hhd rhey come from

'any part of the worldy ' -1 = .

The question that Clause 7 stand’ pdit was put and
resolved in the afﬁrmatwe ‘without dwzszon
Clause 8 was called
. Hon, J. C. TUDOR: I beg to move that Clause

8 stand part.
Hon. C. E. TALMA I beg to seoond that

“Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Mxr, Chalrman, asl sa’y,

‘this matter is not controversial, But clause 8'does

contain certain things. We may envisage in Barbados
a type of international conférénce suchlikea éonfer~
ence of the Caribbean Heads of State, sometimes we
have meetings of Heads of Government of the inde-

pendent countries of the'Easterti Caribbean there are o

some territories forwhose international rélations the
United Kingdom Government is responsiblé. AsTun-
derstand it their Yepresentatives may be givendiplo-
matic immunity by virtue’of clause 8of this BillY'lf
these Heads of Government come here for a coiiféi'-
ence and their country is not represented here nor-
mally, but they come and they have immunity, Bar-

badian citizens are placed at a very rare disadvantage ,

should anything happen which would involve them.

Those of us who saw the driving last time, I do
not think anybody would blame us for ourfears if we
think that one of the taxis may very well find itself
involved in an accident, if the Government is not re~
presented here you may be'in a very peculiay position,
because a man comés heére, the Head of a Government,
he has diplomatic immunity, he is involved ina road
accident, he goes away and there is nothing you can
do about that. I would welcome assurance from the
Minister that the Ministry of External Affairsis going
to be responsible for carrying on such negotiations
as may be necessary for Barbadian citizenswho find
themselves involved in what would be legal workwith
persons who had diplomatic immunity..

-Hon, J.. C, TUDOR: I can givethe assurance that
this point has been-looked at; I cannot give the assur-

A

ance that there will be any change of policy with re- 4

spect to this matter. This is simply a courtesy which
is already extended., Usually when Heads of Govern-
ments are visiting Barbados, whether Heads of Inde~
pendent Governments or non-independent Govern-
ments, we do not as a gemeral rule allow them to
drive themselves, we do not prevent them but trans-
poxt facilities are always placed attheirdisposal, so
that the possibility of: Mr.. Bradshaw, for instance,
running down &.citizen -of Barbados in Barbades.is
extremely remote, but a very interesting point was
raisedfand I should certainly draw it to the attention

. of the’Minister and officials of the Ministry because

a. very eswkward circumstance would axise if a Head
of Government visiting should break the law in some

way-which reflected to ;be msadva.m;ago of acitizen

of this count:w.

‘The questwn that CZa ae_ 8 8tand part was put and

resol'ved in the affzrmatwle"v 0! tlzout dwzswn.

-

£
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" The first, second and tﬁzrd scbedules were called
and passed.

"Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman,Ibegto move
that you do now :eportt:he'passmg‘of one Bill in Com-
mittee.

C E. TALMA: T beg to second that.

The questwn was put and tesolved in the affzrmatwe
without division.

8.40 p.m.

The CHAIRM AN reported and Mr. SPEAKER resumed
‘the C'hm,r and reported accardzngly ’

On motions of Hon, ] C.TUDOR, seconded by Hon
C.E. .TALMA in each case, the lelv‘was read a third
time and passed.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS CONCLUDED

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, the considera~
tion of that Bill concludes Government Business for

today’s sitting.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND BUDGE TARY
PROPOSALS — ADJOURNMENT

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mzr. Speaker, before 1 move
the adjournment of the House, whichIwilldo in a few
moments, I should like to say that lam requested by
the Hon. Minister of Finance to say to Your Honour
and the House, that he proposes to make his Financial
Statement and lay the Budgetary proposals for the

year 1967 on Friday next at 4 o’clock in the after-’

noon. That will mean, of course, that our adjournment
will be shorter than for one week, andl shall have to
move that this House do now adjourn until Friday. I
also want to let the House know that it is conceivable
that there might be certain Resolutions and Bills
arising out of the Budgetary proposals which will have
to be dealt with in all their stages on that day.

The assurance which I wish to give the House is
that if that should happen, it will notin any way pre-
clude and inhibit debate on the Budgetary proposals
themselves, which will have to be at the convenience
of the House, and, as I imagine, hon. members will
wish to have in their possession printed or stencilled
copies of the Prime Minister’s speech. If we have to
deal with certain provisions of the Budget immediate~
ly after the proposals have been made, this House
will be asked to do; but this will not preclude debate
on the whole Budget itself as a Document, because
hon. membeya might get the impressionthat because
individual Bills and Resolutions may have to be dealt
with, that that, in some way or other, precludes any
discussion arising out of the Prime Minister’s State-
ment itself. That is not so. There will be opportunity
given to hon. members to study the Financial State-
ment, and a separate time, to be appointed by the Hon.
Leader of the Opposition, for the discussion on the
Budget proposals. I will hold myself free to be able

to dispatch any Government -Business which needs to

be dispatched on that same dzy. Mr. Speaker, I beg to
move that this House do now adjourn until Friday next,
30th June, 196'7, at 3.30 o’ clock 1n the aftemoon.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mx.’ Speaker......

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. -member’ seconding
the motion for the adjournment? '

Hon. C E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, the Hon.,
Leader of the House has not made himself clear. Does
the hon. member mean that as soon as the Budget

" Proposals are made by the Ministsr of Finance, that

he will select from the Budget what portions he feels
he would like to get through before the debate is
ended? Does he mean that the whole Budget will be
dealt with by the Minister and then he will bring in
Money Resolutions and so on, and then we will go on
with the debate? Or does he mean that the whole de-
bate on the Budget will take place before any Resolu-
tions are taken out and discussed?

Mr. SPEAKER: I will invite the Hon. Leader of.
the House to reply with the understanding that the
Hon. Leader of the Opposition may resume his speech.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: The pointis this. The custom
has been in recent years for the Financial Statement
and Budgetary Proposals to be given to the House. It
very frequently happens that, arising out of these
proposals, notices have to be given on the same day,
of Bills and Resolutions which, according to the cir-
cumstances, may have to be dealt with on that day.
Most hon. members are familiar with the procedure.
If that is to be done, itdepends upon what notices are
given arising out of the Budget Speech.

8.50 p.m.

What I am saying was that this depends on what
the Budget Speech points out. This depends on what
notices are given arising out of the Budget Speech,
The Hon, Prime Minister would say, ‘‘I beg to give
notice of the following Bills and I would like those Bills
to be dealt with in all the{r stages today.”

As I wish to point out, after that has been done,
the House deals with those Bills. This must not be
taken to mean that we are preventing his making any
contribution which he desires to adebate onthe Bud-
get arising out of a motion of his own.

The custom is for the Leader of the Opposition
to table a motion on that, such as, ‘‘that the House
agrees or disagree, supports ox does not suppoxt, the .
proposals in the Budget Speech.”” This is a separate
motion which the Hon. Leader of the Opposition tables
in order to implement a debate on the Budget but this
has nothing at all to do with separate Bills or Reso-
lutions which may or may not have to be dealt with
in all their stages.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I know quite well{tha)
but the Hon, Leader of the House has not strictly

speaking answered my point.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Again,Iwouldlike the hon. mem-
ber to give way. :

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mz, Speaker.Budgetary Pro-
posals are made within the context of a financial
statement. According to the Rules of this House,there
cannot be adebate on a statement. Any debate must be
on a substantive motion. Thexefore, a speech by the
Opposition in reply does not arise.

It sometimes happens, according to the extent
of the matters arising out of the Budget proposals that
the Minister of Finance has to give notice of Bills or
Resolutions to be dealt with in all their stages. The
- budgetary proposals are dealt with without debate.
However, that does not mean that they are precluded
from moving a substantive motion in reply to the pro-
posals in the Budget Speech?

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: The Hon. Minister’s
statement is that the House will be askedto deal with

. the notice of Resolutions and Bills arising out of the
Budget Speech on Friday, but is that the same thing,

as regards the other Resolutions and Bills not con-
nected with the Budget?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I give the hon. member the
assurance that only motions arising out of the Budget
will be dealt with on thatday. If we give notice of any
other Resolutions or Bills that day, we would not be
proceeding with them that day, If there is any other
question, the Hon. Leader of the Opposition is at li~
bexty to ask it. Ithink the hon. member has dealt with
this point already but I would re-emphasize that the
Opposition may, and probably will, table a substantive
motion in order to make a full reply to the Budget
Proposals.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon..and Learned Leaderof
the Opposition may speak again if he so desires.

The question that the House adjourﬁ until Friday,
this week at 3.30%’””. o’clock was put and resolvedin the
affirmative without division and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned
the House accordingly.

9.00 p.m.
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