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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Tuesday, 7th March, 1967.

" Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 2,30 p.m. o‘clock today,

PRESENT

His Homour J. E. T. BRANCKER, Q.C., F.Z.S.,
(Speaker); Mr, L. E. SMITH, J.P.; Hon. C. E. TALMA,
(Minister of Health and Community Development); Hon.
J. C. TUDOR, M.A., (Minister of Education); Hon. G. G.
FERGUSSON, (Minister of Trade, Tourism, Co-operatives
and Fisheries); Mr. R. ST.C. WEEKES, J.P.; Mr. W. R.
LOWE; Hon. N. W. BOXILL, (Minister of Communications
and Works); Mr. J. B. YEARWOOD, (Chairman of Com-
mittees ); Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS, (Minister of Agricul.
ture, Labour and National Insurancej; Mr. C. A.E,
HOPPIN, J.P.

Prayers were read.

MINUTES

Mr., SPEAKER;: I have the honour to inform the House
that the Minutes of this Chamber for Tuesday, 10th January,
1967, have, I understand, been circulated, and unless there
is any obfection, those Minutes will be confirmed,

There being no objection, Ideclare the Minutes of the
House of 10th January, 1967, duly to be confirmed.

PAPERS LAID

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, on behalf of the Hon,
and Learped Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and
Minister of External Affairs, I am commanded to lay the
following: -

The Public Officers Loan and Travelling Allowances
(Amendment) Regulations, 1967,

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, onbehalfof the Hon,
Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and Minister of Ex-
ternal Affairs, 1 beg to give notice of the following:-

A Resolution to place the sum of $43,855 at the disposal
of the Government to supplement the Estimates, 19656-67
Part I - Current as shown in the Supplementary Estimate,
1988-67 No, 54 which forms the Schedule to the Resolution,

A Bill to make special provisionin respect of the pen~
sions, gratuities or other allowances which may be

granted under the Pensfons Act, 1947, to officers who re-
tire from public service under the Government of this
Island and re-enter the public service under the Govern-
ment of this Island,

I also would like to give notice of my intention to move
the House into Committee of Supply at its next meeting to
deal with the Money Resolution of whichnotice has just been
given,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: Mr, Speaker, I beg to give notice
that Oral Reply to ParliamentaryQuestion No, 6 asked
by the hon, junior member* for St, Peter, is ready.

Also, Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question No, 15,
asked by the hon, funior member for St, James, is ready.

Mr. HUSBANDS and Mr. HINDS entered the Chamber

and took their seats.

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, I beg to give
notice that Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 10,
asked by the hon. senior member for St, Peter, is ready.

Mr. ST. JOHN and Mr. LYNCH entered the Chamber
and took their seats.

Mr, SPEAKER: Before the Hon, Leader of the House
proceeds, Iwillpoint out thatthere appears ontoday's Order
Paper - by that I refer tothe second Order Paper which was
printed in respect of this day's meeting - the former of the
two, hon, members will recall, did not contain any mention
of Government Business - certain questions standinginthe
name of the hon, and learned member for St, Thomas,which
Questions, as they now appear, were notgiven notice of in
this Chamber, It will be recalled that recently when certain
questions were tabled by the hon, and learned member for
St. Thomas, the Hon, Leader of the House made some query
as to these questions, I undertook to consider them not
withstanding that they had been vetted or presumably had
been vetted by the Clerks at the Table, As those Questions
were then phrased, they did not in my opinion conform to
Standing Order No, 12 @).

When I examined the corrected Order Paper for today,
I noticed that certain other Questions appear, whichQues-
tions have not yet been tabled in this House. How and why
those Questions got there I do not know; but inasmuch as
these questions have not yet beentabled inthis House, they
should not have appeared as they do appear on the Order
Paper,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, what then is Your
Honour’s ruling with respect to these?

Mr, SPEAKER: This is a general reply which includes
the specific. No Question can appear on the Order Paper
unless it had been given notice of in the usual way, and
accordingly those Questions which were not given notice
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of in that way should not have appeared today, They im-
properly appear on the Order Paper; therefore they will
not appear again on the Order Paper unless they are given
notice of in the usual way,
Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS and Mr. CRAIG entered the
Chamber and took their seats.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On the motion of Hon, J, C, TUDOR, seconded by Hon,
C. E. 'TALMA, a Bill tw make special provision in re-
spect of the pensions, gratuities or other allowances
which may be granted under the Pensions Act, 1947, to
officers who retire from public service under the Govern-
ment of this Island and re-enter the public service under
the Government of this Island, was read a first time.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move that
Standing Orders Nos. 5, 14, 16, 18, 19, 40 and 45 be sus-
pended for the remainder of today's Sitting,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: 1 beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.
2,556 p.m,

RESOLUTION OF SYMPATHY re DEATH OF
RT, HONOURABLE GEORGES P, VANIER

Hon, J, C, TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, before we proceed
with other business, I rise to move the passing of the fol-
lowing Resohution:

*“WHEREAS this House has heard with sincere regret
of the sudden death of the Rt, Honourable Georges P,
Vanier, Her Majesty's Governor-General in the Dominion
of Canada;

AND WHEREAS this illustrious son of Canada had
rendered to his country and to the Commonwealth dis-
tinguished services as soldier, diplomat and statesman;

BE IT RESOLVED that this House extends its profound

condolences both to the Government and People of Canada

and to Madam Vanier and her family.*’

Mr, Speaker, the House would, I believe, have heard of
the loss which the Government and people of Canada have
sustained on Sunday by the sudden deathby stroke of the Rt,
Honourable Georges P. Vanier, who since 1950,had been
The Governor-General of thatcountry.The Rt.Honourable
Georges P, Vanier was not, except as & personality, well
known in these parts, but he was, of course,for many years
a very distinguished public servant of the Canadianpeople.
He was, of course, a French Canadian by birth and back-
ground, and in his own person he exemplified the basic
unity of the Canadianpeople, He had served his country in a
very distinguished manner for more than halfa century on
the battle field, as Ambassador and, of course, in recent
years as Her Majesty's representative in the Dominion. His
reputation had always been of the highest, and not only was
he heild in high esteem throughout the whole Commonwealth
but he was certainly greatly loved by all his fellow-
citizens in the Dominion of Canads, As a matter of fact, it
would be true to saythat not only did he represent the basic
unity between the two large ethnic groups of Canada, hut in
his own person he was a symbol of greatness of the Cana-
" dian people, It is a'great personal calamity for his family
as well as for the people of Canada that in this year of all
years when they celebrate their centenary of Dominion
status and the birth of a Federation, this distinguished
soldier and citizen will not be there except in spirit to join
the celebrations, and I am sure that his passing is a great
grief not only to members of his immediate family, but to
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the whole Canadian nation and the Commonwealth, We, on
this side of the House, of course, enfoy the closest possible
and happiest relationship with the people of Canada and I
am sure that this House would wish some fitting expression
of their sorrow and sympathy with the Canadian people to
be made on such anoccasion, Itherefore beg to move that
this Resolution do now pass,

Mr, St. JOHN: Mr, Speaker, in seconding the motion
for the passing of this Resolution, I should like to say that
we, on this side of the House, would like to endorse the re-
marks which the Hon, Leader of the House has made with
respect to the career of the late Governor-General of
Canada. We would like toexpress our profound sympathy to
the people of Canada and to the members of the late
Governor-General's family, I therefore beg to second the
motion for the passing of this Resolution and to express, on
behalf of the members of this side of the House, our pro-
found sympathy,

Mr, SPEAKER; Before I put the motion for the passing
of this Resolution to the House, I would like to associate
myself with the tributes whichhave been so fittingly paid by
the Hon, Leader of the House and the hon, senior member
for Christ Church on behalf of the passing of the former
Governor-General of Canada, I had the privilege of meet-
ing His Excellency only last year and it was a source of
great happiness to me to be a guest of His Excellency and
to have the opportunity of chatting with so distinguished a
son of the British Commonwealth of Nations. I refer, of
course, to the occasion of the Annual Conference of the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association which was held
in Ottawa last year when this Branchofthe Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association was represented by the
Governor-General Designate of Barbados, Dr. Arleigh
Scott, and myself, I will ask hon, members to stand for
two minutes in silence in signifying their acquiescence in
the passing of this Resolution,

Hon. members stood in their places for two minutes in

silence as requested by His Honour the SPEAKER.

Mr, SPEAKER: This Resolution has been mnanimously
passed and the Clerks at the Table are hereby directed to
take the necessary action immediately.

4 QUESTION TIME
Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move that
Question Time be now taken,
Hon, C. E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Mr, SPEAKER: It is now Question Time, I have been
informed that the Reply has been laid to Question No, 6,
standing in the name of the hon, junior member for St,
Peter,

'8,05 p,m.

DIFFICULTIES OF RESIDENTS IN SPEIGHTSTOWN
TO RENT HOUSES

Mr, HINDS: Mr, Speaker, the Question is as follows:~
To enquire of the appropriate Minister:-

1. Is Government aware of the difficulties en-
countered by residents in and near Speightstown when seek-

" ing homes to rent?

2. Will Government see to it that a Housing Scheme
is provided for such persons inor near Speightstown in the
parish of Saint Peter?

Hon, C, E, TALMA: Mr, Speaker, the Replies are as
follows:-

No Sir,

-



*

g4

W

: Very few applications for rentals of the Housing Au-
thority’s houses bave been recejved from residents in the
area,

There has, therefore, been no awareness of ademand,
There are proposals for the re-development of Speights-
town as a Trading Centre and for provisionof high density
housing for the area, A surveyofhousingneeds will be un-
dertaken in this regard.

Mr, SPEAKER: Question No, .10 stands inthe name of
the hon, senior member for St. Peter.

Mr, HUSBANDS: Mr Speaker, the Question reads as
follows:-

To enquire of the appropriate Minister:-

1, Is Government aware of the sad plight of haw-
kers of green vegetables and fruit and other perishable
commodities who ply their goods for sale in Speightstown
on weekdays?

2. Is Government aware that such hawkers have to
squat on sidewalks, on private properties, and even outside
the Public Library at Queen Street, Speightstown?

3, Is Government aware that certain properties
situated at Sand Street and Major's Walk were compul-
sorily acquired for the purpose of erecting a public mar-
ket in Speightstown?

4, Does Government intend to use these acquired
lands for the purpose of erecting a public market and
slaughter-house?

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, the Replyis as
follows:-

The Government is aware of the conditions under
which hawkers of green vegetables and fruit ply their goods
for sale in Speightstown,

Government proposes to commence work in the near
future on the clearing of the site at Sand Street, and Major's
Walk which has been compulsorily acquired with a view to
providing market facilities in Speightstown, It is not pro-
posed to provide slaughterhouse facilities at this stage,

Mr, HUSBANDS: Mr, Speaker, I will puta supplemen-
tary question,

~ Is the Minister aware that the slaughtering of animals
in Speightstown under present conditions are not conducted
in accordance with modern methods? It is not done under
modern hygenic conditions.

Mr, HINDS: Is the Minister aware that slaughtering
of animals is done not only in Speightstown but in other
parts of the country?

Hon, A, DaC. EDWARDS: Yes, butitis not the intention
of the Government to put up any more slaughtering houses
at the moment, it needs money to put up a slaughtering
house at Speightstown at this stage.

Mr, HUSBANDS: Is the Minister aware that apartfrom
two well known centres in Speightstown, there are other
butchers who slaughter animals privately? Does the Minis-
ter know that there is no modern slaughtering facilities
svailable in Speightstown?

Hon, A. DaC, EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, as soon as I

receive a proper notice of that question, I would be willing
to answer ft,

Mr, HUSBANDS: Does the Minister want to tell the
House that the supplementary question is not well put?

RESUSCITATION OF TWO LAWN TENNIS
COURTS AT THORPES

Mr, SPEAKER: Question No, 15 stands inthe name of
the hon, junior member for St, James, I observe that the
hon, member is not .in his place and no other hon, member
has intimated that he is willing to put the question.

Mr, St, JOHN: On behalf of the hon, junior member for
St. James I will put the question,

To enquire of the Minister of Social Services:

Will Government resuscitate the two lawn tennis
courts at the Playing Fields at Thorpes Housing Area, St.
James, upon the spots where the two courts were formerly
sited, one for the convenience of the restdents of the said
Housing Area, and the other for the useof the St, John The
Baptist Primary Schools?

Hon, A, DaC. EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, the Repli=sare -
as follows:-

No Sir.,

It is not proposed to resuscitate the lawn tennig courts
at Thorpes, St. James,

Consideration is, however, being given to the provision
of a hard court for tennis there,

Mr. J. M, G, M, ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, I rise on a point
of order,

Mr, SPEAKER: Is the hon. member going to ask a
supplementary question?

Mr, J. M, G, M, ADAMS: This is not a supplementary
question, The point of order is relative to Question Time,
Mr, Speaker, unfortunately for me, I did not know that the
Hon, Leader of the House raised objection to Question No,
28 which stands in my name, Whatlam asking is my posi-
tion as regards thatquestion, Atthe time of Notice of Ques-
tions at last Tuesday's meeting, I was not in here,

Rule 13 - Notice of Questions - provides at (2) that
Notices of questions shall be given by Members in writing -

() when the House is sitting, by being handed in at
the Table; or

®) when the House is not sitting, by being handed
in at the office of the Clerk within the time prescribed for
the purpose.,

Your Honour would remember that you called on me
to ask a question of which notice was given in your pres-
ence on the last occasion. In any case, I am asking if [ am
going to be called upon to ask Question No. 28,

5.15 p.m,

Mr, SPEAKER; In respect of that whichappearson the
Order Paper, it should not appear ontoday's Order Paper,
because notice of that series of Questions has not been
given in this House, It is a fact that notice of another series
of Questions was given in this House, Those Questions, I
understood, had been vetted by the Clerks at the Table,
My attention was specifically drawn to the series of Ques-
tions in a query by the Hon, Leader of the Opposition, and
on considering that series of Questions as then drafted, it
was my view that they did not conform to Standing Order
No. 12 (). IfQuestions apropos of the subject matter or for
that matter any other Question has been drafted and duly
vetted, such ' Question may be put at the usual time for
Questions and in the usual way, but these Questions which
appear on the Order Paper are not the Questions on which
a query was made, which in my view did not conform to
Standing Order No, 12 (i), and should not be on the Order




Paper; but of course anyQuestion by any hon, member hav-

" ing been duly vetted and which conforms to the Rules of the
- House may be given notice of at the usual time and in the
usual way, That is my Ruling as to that matter, It is of
general application, not specific. ‘ B

Mr, J. M. G, M, ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, I regret that I
should in any way give the impressionthatI am questioning
Your Honour's Ruling, What I am saying is that I gave
notice of a Question last Tuesdayand have not been called
on to ask it today.

Mr, SPEAKER: May I try my besttopoint out that the
hon, member was not, sofar as my recollection serves me,
in the House today when Questions were being asked and
therefore could not have been called upon, Nor was his
name on the Notice Paper of matters in my file; therefore
he could not be and was not called upon, What I am pointing
out is that an extraordinary incident hasoccured in that &
Question which has never been given notice of actually ap-~
pears on the Order Paper, That is the work presumably of
the Government Printery. I do not know how that happened,

Mr. J. M, G, M, ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, I regret to rise
a third time, but in fairness to the Clerks it must be said
that I did in fact give notice of a Question in Your Honour's
presence last Tuesday, and I handed the question to the
Clerk, I will ask Your Honour if Your Honour would make
an enquiry as to why it did not appear on Your Honour's
Notice Paper, and to ask the Leader of the House whether

+ this notice can.begiven today, because ithas been given 2

week’s notice by being handed to the Clerk last Tuesday, [

would ask Your Honour to make an inquiry,

Mr, SPEAKER: No question has been vetted by me and
approved of. The Questions vetted by me were Questions
which in my view did not conform to Standing Order No, 12
(i). That is the only vetting which has taken place so far
apropos _of the hon, member's Question, but in any event
the Question would have to begivennotice of in this Cham-
ber at the usual time except atalater time by permission
of the House, Questions may not appeéar on the Order
Paper which have not been asked mtheordimry way in this
House, and I must say this in the presence of the Hon,
Minisner whose Portfolio includes the Government Printery
and I have no doubt he will take due cognisance of what I

am saying,
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Hon. J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move that
Government_ Business be now taken, .

Hon. C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr, SPEAKER: I will ask hon, members to refer only
‘to the second Order Paper whichthey received, as the first
had no ‘mention of Government Business.

~ The first Order under Government Business for today
stands in the name of the Hon, Leader of the House: To
move the House into Committee of Supply to. con:lder the
grant of sums of money for the service of the Ishnd

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Spesker, I beg to move that
Yourl-bnonrdonowleavetheCMnndﬂn House go into
Comm.meeofSupply

Hon, C, E, TALMA: T beg to second that,”

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without divis ion, and Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair andthe
House went into Committee of Supply, Mr. YEARWOOD, in
the Chair.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 1966-67 No, 52

Head 26 - Barbados Regiment - was called.
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Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Chairman, Supplementary pro-
vision of $3,860 is requited under Head 26 - Barbados
Regiment -~ Item 41 ‘= Cadet Exchange Scheme, This amount
has been found inadequate for two reasons, because of the
siting of the camp at Combermere School whichhas neces-
sitated the provision of additional facilities, and also be-
cause more cadets were in attendance last year than was
anticipated,

I think hon. members are aware of the value of this
exchange and re-exchange of Cadets withCanada, Jamaica,
Trinidad, 1 believe St. Lucia and Dominica, The additional
sum is therefore required to meet commitments tothe end
of the current financial year, v

1 beg to move that Head 26 - Barbados Regiment -
stand part,

Hon, C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that,
3.25p.m,

Mr, HUSBANDS: Mr, Chairman, speaking onthis Cadet
Exchange Scheme, it is about the appropriate time that I
will ask the Minister to remind himself thatfor some long
time now the setting up of a Cadet Corps at the Coleridge
ard Parry School was under consideration, Ithinkit is time
that we should make an injury as to when he thinks that a
Cadet Corps for the Coleridge and Parry School will finally
take shape,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Chairman, Iamgrateful to the
hon, member for raising this point. As a matter of fact,

-he has been raising itnow for some time. There is no ob-

jection to the establishment of a cadet Corps at the Coler-
idge-Parry School, What I have been seeking advice on is
whether the establishment of a Cadet Corps should be ex-
tended not only to the Coleridge-Parry School butto other
secondary Schools as well, I have asked the people at the
Barbados Regiment and other knowledgeable people inthis
respect to provide me withsome advice onthe matter and

I propose that when we are considering the Estimates in &
couple of weeks* time to say a bitmore on the matter. Bt
I wish to assure the hon, member thatas long as it has been
in coming, it will come,

Mr, LYNCH: Mr, Chairman, may Ilmuirethroughyou
from the hon,-Minister of Educauonwheﬂzr itis proposed
that a Cadet Corps should also be attached to Independent
Schools inasmuch as the children of these schools are the
children of taxpayers who would be financing the Cadet
Corps at the Government-maintained schools?

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Chairman, I am very sorry
that whenever the hon, member wishes toask any question

about Independent schools, he brings in the children of the

taxpayers, That is not in dispum Letthe hon, member ask
a straight question and he should not quarrel with us on this
point, The answer tothe questionisthat it is because I wish
to take into account the needs of the SecondarySchools which
carry a Cadet Corps thatthere has beenthis delay in meet-
ing the hon. member's query with respect tothe Coleridge-
Parry School, It is precisely because we wish to extend a
Cadet Corps to Independent schools as well as Secondary
Schools, It is precisely because of that that we need time
to make an evaluation of it, There are boys going to the
Alleyne School; there are those who aregoing to the Boys®
Foundation School and there are those who are going to
the school in which the hon, junior member for the City is
interested, The Government was hoping that we would have
been able to have a central Cadet Corps, one whose activi-
ties of administration and organisation would be shared by
separate schools without in any way dissociating individual
ones from allegiance to their particular school. It is a
matter which calls for some careful study and it is because
of the need to interest other schools as well, The question
as to whether there are Independent Schools and whether
the children of taxpayers are attending these schools does
not arise, Itisaquestion of our going into the matter in this
way that is causing this delay, Thave been thinking of this
matter and I have been asking officials to work out @ plan

, which would bring a Cadet Corps to allthe Schools who do
not have a Cadet Corps and whichwould not only meet with

the individual desires of particular schools, but would -

&~
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serve the whole island in this respect, both in the Govern-
ment-aided Schoois and in the Independem Schools.

Mr, LYNCH: I hope, Mr. Chairman, that the Hon. Min-
ister does not thinkthat I am being innecessarily offensive,
Iamsnrehewllllgreewiﬁlmethat repetition is a part of
the armour of any’ ﬂeacher :

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Yes, Mr. Chairman, so long as
you are not repeatim‘what‘ is all very well known,

The question that Head 26 stand part of the Schedule,
was put and resolved in the affimative without division,

HEAD 80 - PUBLIC WORKS
Head 30 - Public Works - was called,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Chairman, under this Head
provision of the sum of $6,644 is being asked for to meet
the cost of filling in an old quarryat the Pine, St. Michael,
This is a new Item, This quarry is considered to be dan-
gerous and to be_ inaninsanitary condition, It {s near to the
Pine Primary School md it i considered that it should be
removed, It is alsd proposed that it should be used as a
filling ground for refuse, Provision {s therefore required
to put this work in hand, 1 beg to move that Head 30 stand
part of the Schedule,

" Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

-'Mr, J, M, G, M, ADAMS: Mr, Chairmsn, we on this
side of the House are not against the principle of filling in
this particular quarry which is near the Pine Primary
School and has an effect on the young children, But there
is one thing which the Mintster said which csuses concern
and that relates to the form ofthe filling in of this quarry,
Whenever these quarries are filled in this refuse heaith
problgms can arise, I hopetheHon, Minister will assure
us that no health hazard would-bé caused by the filling in
of this quarry and we hope thatitwill be filled in in such a
way that it will not be a comnbustion qaarry. I would not piut
the Governmeiit to the expense of filling inthis quarry with
mar} or stone, but I hope that the Minister will give us an
assurance thatitwill be filied inwiththe least hazard to the
Health of the people around thére,

“Hon, N, W, BOXILL: Only-a village idiotor a commu-
nity donkey could think that somebody would fillin a quarry
and create a hasard on'the children of the ychool.

Mr, T M, G M ADAMS On s poim of order, Mr.
Chajrman, 1 object t the reference made to *‘Village idiot"
and “‘community donkey'*. That could only applytoa per~
son who hoXis aparticular point of viewand the only point
of view exp {n that Mgl was expressed by me, I
obfect to thts nfarence and 1 ask that it be withdrawn,

Hon. N, W, leLL: Mr, Clnitman,lamspum
Anyone who thinks ...,

My, 5T, JOHN: Mr, Chu;mm, the'hon, senjor memher
for St, Thomas rose on & point of order, and it is your
duty to rule onthe validity of thapoint of order bafore the
Hon, Minister spuks or oontlnuu to speak,

Mr, GIAM 1 do:mﬂnkthem:amrm reply-
ing to any hon, meémber in this Chamber when he used the
words ‘‘village idiot'* or something like that, If it had struck
me that the hon, member was to any bon, member,
I would {mmedistely have ashed hm to. withdraw the re-
mark, Therefore Jat the Hon, Minister cortinge, :

Hon, N, W, BOXILL; Mr, Chairman, hon, members
of this House are getting too touchy and they get op at the
-wrong tims, catching at the shadow and Josing the substance,
1 was saying, Sir, that the Governmant happens to be that
'gyszbmhmtm;suodm}m

p’

Therefore, we are not going to do anything that would
be detrimental to the people of Barbados.

The question that Head 30 <« Public Works < stand
part was put and resolved in the affirmative without divie.
sion.,

HEAD 38 - MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT (1) GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
Head 38 < Ministry of Héalth’v and Community Devele

opment (1) General Administration « was called.

Hon. J. C, TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, supplementary
provision is required for Item 75 - Furniture and Equip-
ment; Item 76 - Stationery and Item 79 - Incidentals. The
supplementary notes supply whatever answers are neces-
sary.

I beg to move that Head 38 stand part, -
Hon, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative .
without division.

HEAD 88 - MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT () HEALTH CENTRES
Head 38 « Ministry of Health and Community Devele
opment « (3) Health Centres was called.

Hon, J. C. TUDOR; Ibegtomovethitﬂudaii@)
Health Centres, stand part, - '

Hon, C. E, TALMA; I beg to second\that.»

The question was put and resolved in the affzmazwe
without dwzswn )

HEAD 39 - LAZARET'ID<

Head 39 « Lazaretto « was called.

Hon, J. C, TUDOR; Under Head 39 - Lazaretto, there
are two items for which sums are to be voted. ltem14 -
Provisions and Fuel and Item 16 -« Clesning, Water and
Light, Under the note for Item 14, it is stated that changes .
in diet and the increase in the prices of certain items of
food accoumnt for this request for supplementary provision,
In the note on 18, it is stated that increased expenditure
has been incurred on thisitemas a result of the re-open-
ing of the Matron's quarters and the female Pay Ward, the

_‘revised rates of charges for electricity and the use of a

refrigerator. The notes are quite explamatory. -
I beg to move that I*hnd»89'stand part,
Hon. C.E. TALMA Ibegtosecondtbat

Mr, HUSBANDS Mr Cbairman,lseelnrethn
changes in diet and the increase in the prices of certain
iems of food accoumt for this request for supplemmry
provision,

We should be told what arethsse changes in diet, Is the
patient getting better food? We of the Opposition would like
to know what are these proposed changss, I think the Hon,
Minister is quite competent to answer the question,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: This supplementary is necessary
because of the change in diet and the general increase in
the cost of items of food, It is a question that we require
now more milk and-fish and more fruit, You will find that at
the Lazaretio the standard of diet has improved, There is
a higher standard of dietnotonly atthe Lazaretto but at the
Mental Hospital, the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and other
Institutions of the Government. As regards Ivem 16, an
increase has been incurred on the item as a result of the
re-opening of the Matron's quarters,

Mr, HUSBANDS: These notes can be helpful, but this
note onItem 14 is not helpful, It just says *‘changes in diet*’.
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Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Chairman, I beg to move that
the Resolution for $24,078 do now pass,

Hon, C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that,.

The question was put and resolved in.the affirmative

without division,
‘ SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 1966-67 No, 53
1 - ANNEXED ESTIMATES - POST OFFICE

Hon, N, W, BOXILL: The provision of $38,200 under
the Annexed Estimates, Post Office, tem 11 ~ Overtime,
to meet peyment of overtime allowance to the Staff of the
General Post Office has proved to be inadequate,

The Post Master-General has said that the expenditure
during the months of November and December has been
heavy, and the original vote has proved to be imdequaue
4 15 p,m

The reason for this supplementary, Mr, Chairman, is
the Independence public holidays, the issue of first day
covers of a new series of Independence stamps, the heavy
volume of mail starting from early December, public
holidays during Christmas and also the elections, The sum
of $16,220 is therefore somght, Mr. Chairman, to pay for
overtime, The actual expenditure up to October, 1966, was
$16,958; the estimated expenditure tothe 81st of this month
. is $34,000, ‘It is made up of: clerical staff, two months at
$1,600 peir-‘month; porters and messengers, two months
at $40 a morith; extra duty allowance, five months for five
officers at $30 a month, postmen during the Christmas
season, and the computation of paysheets in connection
with revised salaries, This extrawork has resulted in the
House being asked toapprove this $16,220 inorder to carry
us through to the end of the financial year.

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.
Hon, C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

Mr, I, M, G, M, ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, I rise hoping
that there will be a more peaceful note as far-as the Minis-
ter is concerned, I will ask the Minister to believe that in
this instance I really am speaking not so much as 2 mem-
ber for St, Thomas, but as a person having a personal in-
terest in something he has mentioned in connection with
supplementary provision, I think perhaps I cansaythat my
interest is in connection with first daycover stamps. I am
a director of 2 small stamp company, and therefore some
of what I say may be thought to have some bearing perhaps
remotely,blnlﬂunkulnsnbeatmg.

The Minister mentioned that Item (a) the increase in
over time work in consequence of an tnanticipated increase
in the volume of mail was due partly to the servicing of
first day covers of the Independence issue, Now philatelists
have had many complaints about the Post Office and its
policy towards the issue of stamps, and its handling of
issues-of stamps in Barbados. Speaking as one myself, I
can say that these are complaints whichhave gone on over
quite a number of years. I myself personally before this
had to write letters to stamp agencies in England warning
them and drawing certain things to their attention in con-
nection with the Barbados Post Office and the issue of new
stamps, ‘What I say relates first of allto the past, because
1 think it beats a lesson for the future, and I am sure that
the Minister; if he makeés an inquiry into this, will at least
have the facts placed before him which may never have
been placed before him in the past, I certainly would not
blame the Minister for what I think are shortcomings in
relation to stamp issues in Barbados, In the old eolonial
days, Mr, Chairman, certain omnibus stamp issves could
be made by all British colonies, and these issues were
handled by Crown Agents in London, and a very large pro-
portion of them were sold in London and represent prac-
tically pure gain to the Barbados Post Office, I was not
expecting this item; otherwise I would have been abie to
bring figures for issues in other islands inthe West Indies
less known than Barbados whose stamps do not command
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such s ready market, But it is safeto estimate that 50,000
sets of any commemorative stamp would be sold in London
if issued by Barbados, and multiplying 50,000 sets by the
face value of the stamp, this represents pure gain to the
Post Office, If you issue a $1,00 stamp and 50,000 are sold
in London, that is $50,000, and the only work thathastobe
done is that the person who issues the stamps has to fill
out a certain number of forms, I have been told that in the
past there has been inefficiency. For example I have been
told that Barbados could have issued a Red Cross stamp,
and I hope the Minister will investigate this and correct
me if the occasion arises in the future, I was told that
it was the failure to sign the requisition by a particular
date that caused Barbados not to issue Red Cross stamps.
In other words, it was a CivilServantgiving away the value
that these stamp sales in London not to speak of those
here, would have brought to Barbados.

Over the last few years there have been numerous
issues - Red Cross, International Co-operation Year and
others - which Barbados was invited to make, and which
Barbados did not make, Now there are certain small
countries whose revenue is principally made up from the
sale of stamps, There are British colonies where no taxes
are levied where half the Government’s revenue comes
from the sale of postage stamps, These issues are pure
gain,  They do not in any way trouble Barbados except the
trouble to Civil Servants filling out the forms, I itis
thought that the Department which deals with the issuing
of stamps is understaffed and overtime is necessary, take
on more staff, because thisis money. Take on one person
to deal with stamp issues, and he may very well be handling
the arrangements for the Government of Barbados at te
Post Office for around $30,000 or $40,000 just by one is sue
of stamps, Now ifthis inthe past was not drawn to the Min-
ister‘s attention, it is only to be expected that any Postal
Department which is conscious of its duties will know that
independent countries have a certain policy of issuing pos-
tal stamps.

"Postal stamps have been regarded in many ways as
advertising your country as well as a way of earning
revenue, Tourist issues bring many countries tremendous
reward, because they do not only bring the value of the
stamps which they sell, but they also bring the publicity
which the country gets from well designed and attractive
stamps going all over the world on envelopes, and these
are not small amounts, I am appealing to the Government
to have a balanced attitude towards stamp issues and strike
2 middle path between two serious dangers, Iam fairly
well in touch with stamp dealers. The dangers that inde-
pendent countries have with this question of stamp issues
are that they can issuve too many, and some stamp collec-
tors say: “They are only trying toputtheir hands into our
pockets and we are not huying any more stamps.'' It has
happened to Ghana and several other countries which used
an agency in New York. It has happened in those countries
which used those agencies which encouraged themto make
severa] stamps, and they destroyed the philatelic market

-of stamps. Equally you can issue too few,

Again the Minister, Iam sure, will agree that an in-
dependent country must have a certain number of com-
memorative stamps, Many countries find it fimncially re-
:;;ding to have an issue on Independence day.

p.m,

That is a matter for the Minister to think of, We have
the Annual Industrial and Agricultural Exhibition and there
are many persons who would like“a supply of the issue of
stamps at that time. This is the year 1967 and many of us
regard this year as a year for the development of Barba-
dos® Independence. I would respectfully offer this adviceto
the Minister that he might well consider anissue, a special
issue, of stamps {nrelationto the 1937 riots, Similar issues
have béen made in Nyasaland and they have heightensed the
people’s sense of their own history, Iurgethis on the Min-
ister at this request for a supplementary Resolution like
this, These people will have covered many times their own
value in overtime, First day covers on the Independence
issue could cover $16,000, This Resolution is one which is
asking this House to pay money for bringing in an already
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large sum of money into the coffers of the Post Office, The
present system of handling the Post Office is that a booth
is set up on theground floor immediately below where I am
standing and the covers are sold from that booth,

The Independence covers were sold out by 10,30 a.m.
o‘clock on Independence Day, It was not thatthe Post Office

. did not have anyidea of whatthe first day would cover, The

Post Office has a habit of servicing the deslers from
England first, The Crown Agents in England send out first
day covers which they send on discount and when the or-
dinary general public of Barbados want to get some first
day covers, they find that they have been sold out since
10,30 o'clock in the morning, This has happened at least
twice, I do not think that overtime should be paid in re-
spect of an issue after the covers are sold out by 10,30
o'clock in the morning, Anyhow, Sir, the distributors will
deal with that, I am asking the Minister to consider if it is
right that the English stamp dealers should have the mono-
poly of servicing first day covers of stamps issued in Bar-
bedos. I do not know if there is a sufficient number of
dealers in Barbados who could take over this work, It may
be that there are people in Barbados who would have the
time to do this work, We have to buy stamps from England
because they are not available in Barbados. If you ask for
these stamps or for certainstamps people will tell you that
they cannot sell them, that you have to write for them,
There was one issue which did not reach Barbados at all
and 1 found myself paying 30 cents for a stamp which might
well have been available for less. I am sure that when all
of these matters are considered, the Minister will give
themn his attention, Iam sure that he will go into these mat-
ters and I hope that in the very near future we can have
some indication of forthcoming stamp issues, I hope that
the people whom we put there to make the policy will make
such policy. In the circumstances, you can only take the
advice of those who can give it, and if the advice is not the
best, you cannot do anything,

I emphasise that I cannot blame the Hon, Minister: but

I hope that when this question next arises, we will be able :

to hear something about copies of stamp issues, first day
covers and dealers’ commission and that we can make the
maximum use of them sothat we canhave a historical issue
of these stamps,

Hon, N, W, BOXILL: Mr, Chairman, I am not at all
surprised to hear the hon, member saythathe is a philate-
list. I am not a philatelist, but what the hon, member has
said is not all correct. As to first day covers, the hon,
member said that the Crown Agents look after these things
for us, They look after having the stamps painted and they
tell us how many they can sell for us. As regards the In-
dependence issue, these stamps were bought out far in
excess of what was anticipated, We anticipated a greater
number of stamps than were put on the market, but it is
not absolutely true to say that about the Red Cross issue,
1 do know that we put out four issves of stamps yearly and
we try to keep within that scope, You can put out an issue

~ of stamps every month, I know that there are some stamp
"sharks operating . outside this country who would give us bad

advice by putting new issues of stamps on this market as
they have done with other people; I repeat, I am no philate-
list and I trytokeep my head on and I see that this Govern-
ment does not fall into any trap, Icollect stamps and I keep
them for my purpose.

As to the Red Cross issue, we had the Independence
issue and we had to decide between the United Nations and
Winston Churchill and we have had to decide which stamp
would attract the people most, We had to have the Inde-
pendence stamp no matter what happened, and we decided
to get the Independence issue, Despite whatthe hon, mem-
ber may say about the Crown Agents, 1 am quite sure that
if it had not been for the Crown Agents we would not have
been able to do as well as we have done,

4,35 p.m,

They have been immensely helpful to this country: and
when the hon, member says that the Crown Agems have
not any interest inthis cowntry, Iwould l{ke to tell him that
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some of those people are very helpful to this comntry in
many ways.

The same forgotten territories are asking the Crown
Agents if they will start selling stamps for them again, [ am
a Barbadianfirst, We always have to be aware of the Greeks
when they bring you gifts,

Mr. J. M, G, M, ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, I rise on a
point of order. I said that I went into the Crown Agents
office and could not get a first day cover after 10,30
o'clock, Philatelists should be given some encouragement,

Hon, N. W, BOXILL: Inever agreed, but1 was speaking
generally, I do not think he may have said that, I was only
trying to say for the information of the general public that
we have to get our own because what was done in Africa 1
would not like to happen here. As I said before, this is a
case where we are far inexcessof what we anticipated, We
would have some leftovers, I think, nt, as the hon. senfor
member for St, Thomas said, these things were snatched
up like hot cakes. Before the ink on the cable had dried,
we got another cable, so that would give you an indication
that you did not know what was happening.

1 would like the hon, member to understand that Fam
not a philatelist; I am a Minister; but I do a lot of reading.
I know quite a bit about firstday covers. I know something
about illegitimate ones, Therefore, the hon. member can
rest assured that what he has said is taken in good faith,

The next time I come in here to deal with the Post
Office 1 will have all the information in front of me to
give the hon. member the answers to the questions which
he raised,

The question that the Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Hon. J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Chairman; I beg to move that
you do now report the passing of two resolutions in Com-
mittee of Supply,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Mr. CHAIRMAN reported to Mr. SPEAKER who re<
sumed the Chair and reported accordingly.

On separate motions of Hon, [. C., TUDOR, seconded
by Ilon. C. E. TALMA, the Resolutions were read a first
and second #ime and agreed to,

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE VARIATION OF
THE PROVISION IN ESTIMATES

Hon. J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move that
Order No, 3 be taken as the next Item under Government
Business,

Hon. C. E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affxrmauve
without division. )

Mr, SPEAKER: The instant Order of the day stands in-
the name of the Hon, Prime Minister, Minister of Finance
and Minister of External Affairs: To move the passing of
the following Resolution:

A Resolution to approve of the variation of the provi-
sion in the Estimates, 1966-67 under Head 9, Item 16 so
as to inclnde the expenses of United Nations Technical
Assistance local costs,

Hon, J. C, TUDOR;: Mr, Speaker, I am asking leave of
the House to take charge of this kkem standing inthe name
of the Hon, Prime Minister.
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There being no objection leave was granted the

hon, member,

Hon, J, C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, Ithink hon, members
are all familiar withboththe Heads of Expenditure in which
this matter before us is covered,

4,45 p.m,

Under Head 9, Item 15 of the Estimates, provision
had already been made for a certain sum of money to cover
the. cost of expert services provided by the United Nations.
Under the customary agreement for technical assistance,
each Government is obliged to pay 12 1/2% of the actual
cost of expert services, In our case for this financial year,
the sum already voted has been exhausted. Now Head 9,
Item 16 makes provision for other expenses of the United
Nations Technical Assistance and Technical Assistance
from other sources like Canada, the United States, the
United Kingdom, but of course it is not specifically for
local costs of United Nations Experts, and since under this
latter Head there are available funds, permission is now
being sought to meet the expenditure arising from Head 9,
Item 15 from this source, and therefore the House is being
asked to give its permission that from this source the
Government's obligation for the local cost of expert ser-~
vices provided by the United Nations for the rest of the
financial year can be met, This Resolution is of course
seeking to give effect to that desire,

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass,
Hon, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

Mr, St, JOHN: Mr, Speaker, whilst we on this side of
the House have no objection to the Resolution, we seek to
use this occasion for the purpose of soliciting some in-
formation from the Hon, Mover ofthe Resolution as to what
fields of activity we are at present receiving this United
Nations Technical Assistance in, As far as we can gather
from this side, it is only inthe field of Fisheries Develop-
ment that we are atthe present moment receiving technical
assistance from the United Nations.

Mr, SPEAKER: Before the hon, member replies, are
there any other hon, members who seek to contribute to
this debate? (Pause)

Let the Hon, Leader of the House exercise his right of
final reply,

Hon, J, C, TUDOR; Mr, Speaker, Ionly regret that the
hon, member has spoken and finished speaking so quickly,
because I was hoping for a little more time to find the in-
formation which he requires,

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, member is not deprecating
concise speaking, is he?

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Oh no, Sir, The first thing that
springs to my mind is of course the Fisheries Project, The
hon, member is already aware of the Fisheries Project.
In addition to this there is the assistance in Hospital ad-
ministration, I believe the Director, if I am not mistaken,
who has fust left us was part of this technical assistance
programme; then inthe Ministry of Agriculture I believe we
had the services of one or two Entomologists, Agronomists
and other specialists, Ifthe hon. member would like further
information on this matter, we can provide this when we
are doing the Estimates,

The question that the Resolution do now pass, was

put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

THE FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION AND AUDIT
(AMENDMENT) ACT, 1967

Mr, SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day also stands
in the name of the Hon, and Learned Prime Minister, and it

is to move the second reading of a Bill to amend the Finan-
cial Administration and Audit Act, 1964,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, again I am asking
leave of the House to take charge of this in the atsence of
the Hon, and Learned Prime Minister,

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon, Leader of the House is seek-
ing its leave to take charge of this measure in the name of
the Hon, Prime Minister, and unless there is any objection,
leave will be granted.

There being no objection, leave is granted, and the Hon,
Leader of the House may now proceed to move the second
reading of a Bill to amend the Financial Administration and
Audit Act, 1964,

Hon, J, C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, from time to time
probably for the next few months, the House will be in-
volved inpassing some amending legislation to various
Bills in order to bring the Acts under consideration into
line with the provisions of the Independence Constitution
of Barbados. Hon, members will be aware that Chapter 9
of the Independence Constitution which of course deals
with finance provides for the establishment of a Consoli-
dated Fund which does not now exist, Consequently the pur-
pose of this amending Act is to amend probably about twelve
sections or parts of sections of the Financial Administration
and Awdit Act, and of course to make provision for the
construction of reference to the Governor-General and to
the Legislature,

So far as we cansee, the Bill is one which would com-
mend itself to hon, members, who Iam sure have studied it
in some detail,

I beg to move that this Bill benow read a second time,
Hon, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

Mr, J. M. G, M, ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, we have not the
slightest objection to the principle of the Bill, and there-
fore there is no chance that we will be opposing it on the
second reading, but we only got the Bill yesterday. These
amendments bring before us the great variations in the
financial procedure that the hon, senior member for Christ
Church, the hon, junior member for St, Lucy and myself
among those who are present here today agreed on at the
Independence Conference, and it is impossible for usto ac-
cept anything other than the principle of the Bill today, be-
cause only having seen it yesterday, we have not studied it
Clause by Clause and compared itwiththe original, I do not
know if some arrangement can be made to pass the second
Reading and postpone the Committee stage, because if there
is going to be any discussion, it would be as we read the
original amending sections. I do not know if such a course
is projected, :

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: This is quite acceptable to us if
hon, members would like to pass the second reading of the
Bill, and let us take it in Committee next week.

Mr, St, JOHN: I think the procedure we would appre-
ciate on this side is the same procedure that obtained on
the last occasion with another itemonthe Order Paper to-
day in having the matter introduced, We will therefore
move that further consideration of this matter be now
postponed. We only got the Bill yesterday, and in addition
to the fact that the laws for 1964 have not been printed up to
now and are not available here onthis side of the Table, one
has to do & certain amount of digging up to find them, We
agree with the principle of the Bill because it is something

that was agreed by the parties at the Constitutional -

Conference in London, but we want to see the provisions
and check them with the original Constitution,
4,55 p.m, ‘

I therefore beg to move that the consideration of this
Biil be now postponed, ’




Mr, SMITH: 1 beg to second that,

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, we quite well appre-
ciate, of course, the points made by the hon, senior mem-
ber for Christ Church although we cannot accept them. It
is true that last week we followed the procedure which was
referred to in that speeches were made on a Bill and we
proceeded no further with it, but that was a Bill on which
there might have been conceivably some controversy, That
is not the case
stitutional procedure which has arisenout of s basic agree-
ment on both sides of the House, and what the Government
is doing is bringing the provisions of the Constitution up to
date by the introduction of this Bill, There is nothing in this
Bill whichwould divide us and I concede that not having time
to study the Bill, hon. members might wish to make their
contribution to the debate, I think that this Bill could be
given its second reading and reach the Committee stage
next week. We would consider the request that we should
pass the second reading of this Bill and postpone the Com-~
mittee stage sothatpoints canbe made in Committee, since
we are atone as far as the principle of the Bill is concerned
there is no need to postpone the second reading of the Bill,

1 am hoping that the hon, senior member for Christ
Church will not press us on this matter because we are
quite willing to accommodate them in so far as the oppor-
tunity for debating the sections of the Billin Committee is
concerned, but we ought to pass the second reading now,
as I have already mentioned, and go into Committee on the
Bill next week because this is nota controversial Bill. We
cannot have two sets of policy on financial administration
and audit, but we can have two policies or two sets of
policy on hotel aid legislation. In the case of the one last
week, we did postpone the second reading of that Bul, but
in thxs case, the postponement of the second reading of this
Bill does not hold good, I hope that hon. members on the
other side will not press for a postponement of the second
reading of the Bill because it would be quite reasonable
to pass the second reading now and leave the Committee
stage until next week,

Mr. St, JOHN: Mr, Speaker, we find ourselves in great
difficulty,

Mr, SPEAKER;: I am afraid that the hon, member who
made the motion for the postponement of this Bill has al-
ready spoken on this matter,

Mr, St, JOHN: I am replying to the motion for post-
ponement,

Mr, SPEAKER: It is only with the leave of the House
that the hon, member may speak again on this amendirent
of his,

Mr, St, JOHN: Very well, Sir, I shall ask for leave to
speak again,

Mr, SPEAKER: It has been intimated to me from
Government Benches that the Government does not oppose
that,

Mr, St. JOHN:; Mr. Speaker, I realise the speed for this
Bill, Atthe same time, wedonotwish to do anything to sug-
gest that we are condoning the practice of their sending
Bills to us at the eleventh hour, or the sending of Bills
to us at the eleventh hour by those who are responsible
for so doing. There are certain general aspects in relation
to this Bill which we would like to draw to the attention of
the Government and particilarly the provisions of the
original Bill which deals with the functions of the Hon,
Leader of the Opposition and the Accounts Committee, We
think that this would be a most appropriate occasion to
draw this matter to the attention of the Government, We
want to have the opportunity to see this Bill as a whole
with its amendments so that we can take these obfections
on the principle and advance our point of view on the prin-
ciple rather than having to make individual speeches on
each Clause of the Bill inthe Committee stage, That is our
reason for asking for the postponement of the second
reading of this Bill,

with this Bfll. This is a question of con-
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The question that the further consideration of this
Bill be postponed was put and resolved in the negative,
Mr. SPEAKER declaring I think the ‘““‘Noes” have it.”’

The question that this Bill be now read a second time

was put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move that
the further consideration of this Bill be now postponed.

Hon, C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,

Mr. SPEAKER: The further consideration of this Bill-
is now postponed,

BARBADOS TURF CLUB (REMISSION OF DUTIES)
BILL, 1967

Mr, SPEAKER; The next Order of the Day also stands
in the name of the Hon, and Learned Prime Minister and
that is Order No, 5,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, Iam asking leave for
the Minister of Agriculture to take charge of this Order in
the absence of the Hon, and Learned Prime Minister,

Mr, SPEAKER: The Hon, Leader ofthe House is seek-
ing the leave of the House for the Hon, Minister of Agri-
culture to take charge of this Order in the absence of the
Hon, and Learned Prime Minister, and if there is no objec-
tion, leave will be gramed, (After a pause), There being
no obfection, leave is granted,

The next Order of the Day now stands in the name of
the Hon. Minister of Agriculture:- To move the second
reading of a Bill to remit certain duties payable inder -
the Barbados Turf Club (Imposition of Duty) Act, 1941,
Let the Hon, Minister proceed,

5,05 p.m,

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, for quite a num-
ber of years now, there has been the Barbados Turf Club
which formerly made substantial contributiontothe Treas-
ury of this country. The Barbados Turf Club now finds
itself faced with financial difficulties due to competition
in several other things - bingo and, to a lesser extent,
pool betting,

Horse racing is an attraction generally, Not only is it
an attraction to tourists, but the Barbados Turf Club is re-
sponsible for the employment of 500 workers or more per
annum. It employs among its ranks clerks and typists as
well as blacksmiths and other people, Horse racing in
Barbados by the Barbados Turf Club can therefore be
called an industry; the Turf Clubis employing 500 or more
people, and therefore it has to be given some form of pro-
tection by the Government,

In the last Budget Speech by the Hon, Prime Minister
reference was made to the remission of duties payable by
the Barbados Turf Club of tickets sold or issued between
Ist April, 1965 and 31st March, 1967,

This Bill is to give the Barbados Turf Club a breath-
ing space so as to face competition and to ensure that it
would be able to carry on. All this Bill is asking is to
make provision for what was provided in the Budget
Speech of last year. This Bill is to make provision for
some of the promises which were made last year in the
Budget Speech,

Its accoumts were vetted by the Financial Secretary.
We were satisfied that they are in some trouble, and we
have asked them to get their house in order,

This is a question of securing the employment of '
over 500 persons.
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I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second time,
Hon, G, G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

Mr, St, JOHN: Mr, Speaker, we on this side of the
House would hate to see the day in Barbados when there
was no organised racing carried on; therefore we would
give our support to any measure which would give any
help to racing in Barbados as carried on by the Barbados
Turf Club,

What we would like to know from the Hon, Minister
concerned with this matter is whether the Government is
satisfied that this measure whichis envisaged by this Bill
would of itself be sufficient to put racing on an even keel,
We feel that the time has come whenthe whole question of
gambling should be enquired into, and this enquiry should
take place very soon,

As the hon, member has said, although horse racing
is a form of gambling, from time immemorial mankind has
oeen thrilled by two animals matching their skill against
each other, This has been the experience of human beings
all over the world,

We think that an enquiry should be set up into the
question of gambling in Barbados as soon as possible, We
hope the Govermment will set up some sort of enquiry for
all aspects of gambling in this coumtry. While we give our
support to the Bill, we would like to know from the in-
formation which the Govermment has whether the pro-
visions of this Bill would be sufficient to keep racing
from going under in this country.

Mr, CRAIG: Mr, Speaker, in supportingthis Bill, I am
happy to know that Government has taken such steps in
providing the Barbados Turf Club with the necessary re-
mittances which would put it on an even keel,

It is not only the Government which is interested in
the king of sports, ‘As the Hon, Minister said, the tourists
in Barbados too are interested,

What I would like to draw to the attention of the
Government is this, Some of these so-called organisations
like the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake Company which
draws money from the Barbados Turf Club should be
looked into by the Government so astohelp strengthen the
hands of the Barbados Turf Club, It is mmfortunate that
the Barbados Turf Club should find itself in such a finan-
cial stranglehold, Some of these organisations like the
West Indies Hospital Sweepstake Company should be
looked into by the Government. I hope the Minister would
give this some consideration,

5,15 p.m,

I personally feel, Mr, Speaker, and Iwould like to draw
- it to the Minister's attention, that it would be a very good
idea if Government along with helping the Turf Club would
set about to destroy the West Indies Hospital Sweep whereby
the people would have the right also of putting the money
which they would normally have spent in other organisa-
tions towards the Turf Club, I hope the Minister will give
that his consideration,

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, the last speaker referred
to the West Indies Hospital Sweep, but in my opinion I do
not think that that Organisation sells two tickets {n Barba-
dos now., Now the Government is going to refund the duty
payable on these tickets, The Minister has not let us know
what has caused the Turf Club to be in such a bad state
financially, Something is wrong: and this duty whichwe are
going to give them in my opinionisnot going to do the job,
because they are only taxed on everyticket sold; so if they
are not selling tickets they would not haveto pay on them,
If they have to face a regular weekly or monthly expendi-
ture, and they are not making the turnover to offset that
expenditure, they will always haveto ask for help, Now do
not let us be party to keeping down the Turf Club when in
truth and in fact they have during all the years been in a
position to pay their way.

This country is small when compared withother coun-
tries, and the people on whom the Turf Club relied are to-
day finding more attractions in which to spend their money
than in buying sweepstake tickets, They have to pay for
radio, television, washingmachines and things of that
sort which make for a happier and better home; so they
are not in a position to spend that amount of money in
tickets, You cannot blame them, They have Indians going
to them every morning and receiving money for goods
bought, You also have two organisations running bingo where
one begins selling as soon as the other closes, They have
it organised very well, Youmust know thatevery gambler
would like to buy both ways; bt where is the money to
come from to buy these bingo tickets so regularly? Sweep-
stake tickets are 50 cents and Bingo is 25 cents, When they
buy a Sweepstake ticket for 50 cents, they feel they have
spent too much money, but when they buy ten tickets at 25
cents they do not count that; sothe Turf Club would have to
do something and sell 25 cents tickets to attract them, or
the Government will have to stop one of these people if
they want to help the Turf Club. People cannot live in a
gambling den now. They cannot put a beer or a drink to
cool in a sweepstake ticket and expect to get it cold, They
cannot put their milk, especially the one they are getting
now, in a ticket, You want two fridges for that instead of
one.

Mr. Speaker, people want somewhere to keep their
things fresh, and they want a wardrobe to put their clothes
in, & radio and a television set, and the down-payment on
everything is so low that you can carry home items on the
first payment, You can invite your friends to come and
watch T.V, The Government may feel they are doing the
Turf Club a good turn now, but next year it will be worse
for them, mnless the Government is prepared to subsidise
it. They should be prepared to subsidise the Turf Club
with what they are getting from other games, I know it will
be a hard job to stop one of the other organisations, but
the Turf Club was there originally, and employs, as one
speaker has said, a great mmiber of people. They have the
grooms, the horses and even the insurance on the horses,
The Turf Club is doing agood job, and we should do every-
thing to keep it; but do not be prepared to come back here

next year again asking ustogive offthe tax if the tax is not .

sufficient, Some sort of figures should be given to us
showing where the losses are, how manytickets were sold
last year, how many were sold this year and so on, I know
that the Turf Club is not doing what it was doing before
from the sale of tickets, Formerly there used to be a lot
of ticket sellers, but I met a female seller one day and I
asked her if she was not selling tickets any longer.
5.25 p.m,’

She said: *‘Well, the Bingo games got us going down
the hill and I cannot sell two tickets on some days,'* She

has dropped out, I missed her off the road because she is

a woman, (Laughter), 1 do not know how many men sell
these tickets; I am not interested inthem, There may be a
lot more men who have gone offthe road. That means that
the tickets are not being sold, and in my opinion they may
be too dear, The Barbados Turf Clubmight have to reduce
their rates, to reduce the price of the tickets from 50 cents
to 256 cents and they may lose four cents, They must try
it out and offer more prizes, Rather than giving a first
prize of $40,000, they should divide it up and try and at-
tract more people, Whereas one man {s holding $40,000,
another man is not holding anything at all, When you kinow
that you have more prizes - and the Bingo game does not
exceed $7,000 per person - the Barbsdos Turf Club must
try and work out something like that and they may be able
to throw them overboard. Do not let them sit back and
ask us to come to their rescne, I do not believe that this
duty alone can save them,

I cannot tell the Government what they must do: but if
I were in the Government, I know what I would do. They
have just taxed Bingo and you cannot teach an old dog bow
to suck eggs. (Laughter] You may help other people when
they have to buy these things, but not when they have to
sell them, Let them get the correct figures and pit before
us. fthe Barbados Turf Club wants to keep going, then
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they will have to shake up too; but I say that the country is
too small for so much gambling tobedone, As to the West
Indies Hospital Sweepstake, that is dead, We weretold that
this would never affect the Barbados Turf Club and we
would be getting so muchfrom them, We were told that we
would get more money thanIcould mention, but I am won-
dering if the Government is getting all of this money, We
have to be very careful abowt this matter, Everybody is
getting wise and we must be wise too, When the matter of
the West Indies Hospital Sweepstake came up, [ took it upon
myself to g0 to the Manager of the Barbados Turf Club and
T asked him to give me some ammumition so that I could
fight the Premier on it, because Ithought the Premier was
trying to draw something across my face, He said that he
could not ses where this West Indies Hospital Sweepstake
would affect them; but something has gone radically wrong
with the Barbados Turf Club since thattime, [ do not know
if it.is a question of a change in the ownership of the vari-
ous racehorses or not, but there was a time when they did
race in order to see who could produce the fastest horse
and they did it to make money. I understand that you have
to feed these horses so as toget some sport; and when peo-
ple are going up there to spend money, they want to see
the horses run, I wonder if it is that which prevents the
money from coming in, It is notonly a question of the sell-
ing of the tickets on the street, You get people going up
there and getting $200, $300 or $400 on a horse, I know 2
man who went uwp there and when he told me that he had
thrown away $3,000, I was surprised, Itis the money which
is paid wp there. Idid not know that a man could go up there
and gamble away $3,000, If you have so many horses run-
ning now,.it does not encourage people to spend money, In
the days when Iwas a boy, you could hear about Sir John
Chandler's horse, and this and that horse, and when the
horses came out they went around like electricity, I do
not know if they are feeding these horses so as to make
money especially when there are those who do not make
much money,

If that is so, thenIthink the *H'* might fall out of the
word “horses''. Starvation might knock the “H'* out of
‘‘horses’*. (Laughter and asides),i 1 do not know anything
about any ‘‘Brushmaster,'’ The Barbados Turf Club will
have. to look around and try to get some attractive horses,
and when they have got these attractive horses, the owners
will be attractive too because you have to pay for these
horses, When you get a little “‘nay-nay'’ owner, you cannot
expect to get any sport, and the peoplego up there in order
to get sport. There was a time whenyou only had one race
for a horse and then you put him back in the stable; but if
you bring out one horse several times, then there will not
be any sport.

5.85 p.m,

If you want to bring out a horse four times the same
day, I will tell you that there will be no attraction, I am no
horse man; I'have not gone up at the Garrison Savannah to
watch horse racing for the longest time. I am saying that we
want attractive horses, If & man brings a little hungry
horse wp there to race, there will be no-attraction, I wamnt
a good horse to run up there so thltlcangetmygood
sport out of horse racing,

A lot of money is made up there, I would like to say
again that we would like to see them selling up there as
many tickets as they sell otherwise, We would like to see
them selling as many racetickets astheycan on race days,
Something is wrong.

I would like to know if the Barbados Turf Club made a
statement on it or if the Govermment did not ask for it, I
want to know whose fault it was, Iwant to know if they dis-
cussed it, I cannot believe the Government was so ignorant
as to draft the Bill and not look up the matter of the finan-
ces of the Berbados Turf Club,

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS; Mr, Speaker, I rise ona
point of order, In my second reading speech! said that the
accounts were vetted by the Financial Secretary, If the hon,
member wants me to tell him what were the losses on the
sale of sweepstake tickets by the Barbados Turf Club, I
have ulltbmformnnonhn and I can tell him,

Mr, SPEAKER: That {s not a point of order, The hon,
member can say all of that when he gets up to make his
reply.

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, in my opening remark, I said
all of that, Do you want to tell me that the Hon, Minister
has all those factsinfrontof himand heard me trying my-
best to get them and would not tell me?

1 wonder if those accounts reveal anything about the
horses. Let us know what has caused this bad state of af-
fairs with the Barbados Turf ClubThe Hon, Minister could
have got up and stopped me earlier, It is the Minister's
duty when he is presenting a case before this Parliament
to give all details and not to hide back anything, Give us
a breakdown of everything, Mr, Speaker, you know that
they used to call me ‘the breakdownman’, You know that
I like to have a breakdown of everything. Let us know the
reason for the sad state of affairs, This Government likes
to hide certain facts from us, Let us know everything,
It is your duty to tell us,

~ We would like you to understand that youwere dealing
with this Bill for the last six or seven months and you only
passed it on to us last week, Therefore, do not expect us to
be as perfect on it as you. Itis for you tell us what are the
facts about it. Evenif we askyon unnecessary questions, do
not hide the facts from us, It is our duty to ask you ques-
tions, We have to give youthe green light so as to pass this
measure; otherwise it cannot be passed. You are telling
the people that we are the biggest band of nit-wits, and you
do not have to tell us anything about anything that comes
before this Chamber. You would have to answer in some
form any question which I put before you,

Now, Sir, there are some turfites who would not like
to see the Barbados Turf Club go out of existence, The -
Government too would lose money if the Barbados Turf
Club was to go ot of existence. However, the people who
are supporting it now. are not sufficient to keep it going;
you want other people to be interested in it; therefore I
would like to know the figures concerning it. I would like
the Hon, Minister to give us those figures.

Mr, HINDS: Mr, Speaker, there is still doubt that the
Barbados Turf Club provides some entertainment for the
people. We are satisfied that something has gone wrong
with the Barbados Turf Club and we agree with your re-

“mitting the duty allowance on sales of tickets of the Turf

Club, according to this Bill, betweenthe 1st April 1965 and
the 31st March 1967,

5.46 p.m,

We are satisfied on this side of the House that some-
thing has gone wrong from 1st April, 1965, and it is antici-
pated that this wrong will go on until31st March, 1967 But
if my memory serves me correctly, Mr, Speaker, I think
the Hon, Prime Minister had 10ld us in his Budget Speech
that the Barbados Turf Clubwa's goingtoform a new club,
We would really like to know what progress, if any, has
been made towards the formation ofthis new club, and what
it would stand for, I think I can remember further that it
was the same Prime Minister who made reference time and
again to unclaimed moneys in the hands of the Barbados
Turf Club, One would have thought, Sir, that this House
would have beent supplied on an occasion such as this with
figures to show us if there still remains in the hands of the
Barbados Turf Club any unclaimed prize money. These
are things that we on this side would be particularly in-
terested in, but there can be no doubt that the Turf Club
has got to set out to re-organize its business. At the pres-
ent moment they are conducting a sortof advertising cam-
paign, and if we were to study what they are doing care-
fully - I have to study them because I am in the advertising
business myself - they seem to be projecting their wares
more to the classes than to the masses, and it is to the
masses of people that the Turf Club must look for its sup-
port by way of purchasing the tickets thatare bawleed from
street to street and from place to place,

You will see, Sir, that the Turf Club, as the Minister
has intimated, has met with some losses, The Minister,
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no doubt, will tell us about the losses, it there is no busi-
ness that has losses all the time, What about the gains, the
winnings, the profits? We ought to be told that they made
profits, and as the hon. senior member for St, Joseph
hinted earlier, we ought to be told what is done with the
profits they make from time to time, This House has been
called in at a moment when the Turf Club is in the hour of
crisis, when they find themselves perhaps unable to ba-
lance their budget in the way that they would like; but we
would like to know what they do when they make their
profits in the same manner that we are now being asked
to help subsidise their losses, The Turf Clubis here being
relieved of paying certain sums of money, My feeling is,
Sir, that this is the thin edge of the wedge being driven in
here this afternoon. My feeling is that there are other
organisations which this House will be asked ata later date
to legislate to relieve them from obligations similar to
those encountered by the Turf Club, and 1 feel that we
should be supplied with every bitof information regarding
this matter before we are asked to vote one way or other on
this very important matter, We do not feel that the Turf
Club was set up to seek handouts from the Government at
any particular time, or for the House to bring relief
whether it is in the form of tax payments or otherwise, We
have not been told what is aback all this, though this goes
back from 1965, We know the type of business people who
operate the Turf Clnb and look after the accoints, and they
are not the type of people who will see something going
wrong in respect of tickets sold from 1965 and wait to
have this matter remedied by the House in 1967, A lot of
water his passed under the bridge, and this House is not
being told exactly what is wrong with this whole matter.
It may be that some of the horses are really weak and not
up to racing standards, I know that *Brushmaster'* might
not be amongst those. My information is that he is well
looked after like the other horses, and the Turf Club
would not have horses entered for races if the Veterinary
Officer did not pronounce them fit, Youcan understand that
a lot more has taken place, and we would like to be told
something of whatitis all about before we support this Bill,

Mr, HOPPIN: Mr, Speaker, I do recall hearing the hon,
senior member for St. James refer to horse racing as
the King of sports, but I know it by another name, Anyhow
T have heard the Opposition asking for lots of information,
but I think the Government has made a very fine gesture
to the Barbados Turf Club by relieving them for two years -
that is, from 1st April, 1965 to 31st March, 1967 - of any
money payableto the Government, During that time I feel
it is the duty of the Stewards who run the Turf Club to
make it an aftractive business so that they can progress
and show profits, As a boy Iwas always very interested in
horse racing, and even to the present day I follow it fre-
quently; and I fail to see why the present Stewards cannot
fall upon a plan by inviting new faces into the Club instead
of having the old brigade who form the Stewards, whose
only idea, I believe, is to make a certain amount of profit
‘yearly.

5.55 p.m,

We know that the Barbados Turf Club {s a private
enterprise and we see that it has to make contributions to
charity, However, Sir, I feel that if the present Stewards
would invite some new faces and give this sport new blood,
then horseracing in the Island could be maintained on the
high standard which existed years ago, They have asked
that even the betting pools which operate in this Island be
closed during their days of racing so that people can attend
the sport, Well, Sir, if the Government has seen fit to legis-
late that the betting pools, which also pay their taxes, be
closed on the days when the Barbados Turf Club are hold-
ing their meetings, I think it lies in the hands of the Stew-
ards to improve the standard of racing in Barbados so that
we will continue to have this sporl:,lndthetom-istswln
come here could enter into it, ,

Mr, HUSBANDS: Mr, Speaker, I am interested in this
debate not for ttnminobbctumybefo\mdintheOb-
jects and Reasons of the Bill, but in order that I may be
able to follow certain trends, This isnotthe first occasion
onwhﬁchwemrushimtodnndofﬂz&rbndos'furf
Club, Some time ago, I think it was last year, & measure

was introduced into this Chamber desling with these pool
betting shops around Bridgetown and it was hinted then that

these shops should be further taxed because it was found -

that they brought in some sort of competition, and that
competition affected adversely the business of the Barbados
Turf Club, I remember that the particular measure was
introduced by the Hon. Prime Minister, and I remember
stating that there was no altruistic motive from which this

thing was being done and that it would not hurt the Barbados *

Turf Club I think it was done because it was discovered
that less revenue was accruing to the coffers of the Barba-
dos Government as a resuit of the Turf Club losing business,
Therefore the money was leaving the Barbados Turf Club
and was finding its way into the pockets of those who con-
trol and operate these pool betting shops. The thing was to
tax where the money was now going,

Now, Sir, we are being asked again to come to the
rescue of the Barbados Turf Club, and theyare to be given
a release of duty over a period of two years, It is thought
that if horse racing in this Island - I am not saying that it
is the sport of Kings or anybody else - but if horse racing
is liked bythe masses of this country, if it can be attractive
to tourists or if it can be of any material benefit to any
part of the population of this Island, if you feel it worth-
while that there {s some gain init, then we are here to sub-
sidise it, We may be doing the right thing, but it is a ques-
tion of how far and how often. Mr. Speaker, I am watching
the trend, If what we are doing here today is rehabilitating
the business and some day, I hope in the near future, the
obfective is reached, then we aredoing a sensible thing, X,
on the other hand, we relieve the Barbados Turf Club and
then within a reasonableperiod of time we discover that the
position is not what we thought it would be, then the re-
verse will be the case. I welcome the remarks of the hon,
member who has made his maiden speech, The imagination
of the Stewards has got to come into play, They have got to
help themselves, We can be offering what is a sop now, It
may be more than a sop; but if what we are doing fails to
rehabilitate the business of the Barbados Turf Club and
within a year or two from now the Barbados Turf Club
comes in for more, we have got to wonder if the subsidisa-
tion which we are going to make is really worth it,

What I understand is that what we are doing now is
trying to rehabilitate the business of the Barbados Turf
Club. I am not quarrelling with it, but we ask the Hon,
Minister to keep on the lookout because the criticism of
the hon. member is showered upon us on both sides of
the horseshoe. When we subsidise a concern and keep on
doing it, until we get a very adverse balance sheet and
eventually you have to let everything go down the hill like
the business of the Transport Board - well, I am watching
the trend of events with this Barbados Turf Club, The
Government has come once already and I told them that
they are not doing anything in any altruistic method. It
was fust a plain business method. They were following
where the money was going according to the new trends
of betting. People realise that they will get easier returns
from other sources of betting, People are realising today
that the business of the Barbados Turf Club is flopping,
You come now for a decrease and 211 we have done so far
as taxing the pools is concerned has been a boost or a
refund of a boost to the Barbados Turf Chub,

8.05 p.m,

Now, when the two year tax holiday finishes, we have
to watch it very carefully. It was stated on the other side
that this was the king of sports, Th!s s not the king of
sports; it isthesportofldngs

I do hope the !bmmmsnermn!dgiveu:amplyto
those things which we have questiensd him on, We hope
that this Bill would be of help to the Barbados Turf Club
so that they can put their house in order,

Mr, LYNCH: Any company which is operating as a
virm;lfmonopo!yudyotlosmcnmylueommywmch
would fafl,

It {s known for mrsﬂutmplskobﬁnantClnb
and get sweepstaks tickets just for the asking.
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It is not too much to ask or at least pass on a hint to
the people who run the Barbados Turf Club that they need
an infusion of new blood, For many years the Barbados
Turf Club has been known to have in fts personnel certain
people who are drawn from a certain section of the com-
munity, What is needed is an infusion of new blood {f the
Turf Club is to compete successfully withthe Service Clubs
which are composed of competent and resourceful young
men, When this is done, no longer willwe have to listen to
the last sad echoes of the complaints of a dying race.

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: Mr, Spesker, I rise to reply
to the points raised by the hon, members on the other side,
I will deal with the péints rajsed by the hon. members on
the other side. I will deal withthe points raised by the hon,
member for St, Joseph first, We have got those statements
of the Barbados Turf Club for the years 1962 to 1965 and
in those statements they all point tothe losses of the Turf
Club,

The position is this'-

In 1962, the Torf Club's amount of expenditure over
Revenue was $9,817.10,

rn 1963, the amount of Expendimre over Revenne was
$23 952, 64

In 1964, the amount of Expenditure over Revenue was
$44,012.37,

In 1965, the amount of Expenditure over Revenue was
$68,743.32.

" Now, Sir, how does the Turf Clubget its revenue? The
backbone of the Turf Club’s Revenm is the 50 cents
Sweepstake tickets,

In 1962, the amount of tickets sold was 1,5 million
tickets,

In 1963, it was 1.4 million tickets,
In 1964, it was 1.3 million tickets,
In 1965, it was .98 million tickets,

As can be seen, thesemmofthesedcketsisona
downward trend.

The position in Barbados is that onlya certain amount
of money is available for gambling, We estimate that the
amount going into gambling is one million dollars or just
over that amount, The position is that this amount of money
has got to be shared over bingo, the football pools and other
pools, the competing racing pools and the Barbados Turf
Club.

 The position is that Bingo provides a weekly winning
to several people for a matter of 25 cents a ticket, My per-
sonal view is that the Turf Clubwould have to get together
with Bingo promoters to see ifthe runners of Bingo can in-
sert a certain number of Turf ClubSweepstake tickets to be
given t the winners of Bingo so that they can ‘‘win now
and win later,"

‘The position i{s that the Barbados Turf Club depends -

on the sale of its 50 cents sweepstake tickets. If these
tickets were sold, we would not have beesi asked to do this,
It {5 because of the shortfall of these tickets that we are
asked to do this, For example, to this month, the Turf
.Club has only reached as far as the letter *S* intheir
sale of sweepstake tickets, whereas at this time, they are
accustomed to reach the double letters.

The hont, member for St. Joseph sesms to think that
t!nunncyrmdebytb’rurfcmbisnudemtbdnysofﬂn
ra¢es at the Garrison. I think that the organization which
they have there is too large,

The situation here in respect bf the Barbados Turf
Club is different from that in Trinidad. In Trinidad, the
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volume of trade is doneonthe grounds while here it is done
in the selling of Sweapsuke tickets,
6,15 p.m.

There is not a big volume of betting at the pools, as the
hon, senior member for Christ Churchis well aware, The
number of people who have got to be employed in adminis-
tration and so on on race days is perhaps, in my opinion,
a bit too many for the volume of work which has to be done,
bt the position is that this is not where the money is
made, The Turf Clubmakes its money from the Sweepstake
tickets, Trinidad on the other hand makes its money on the
forecasts and parimituel tickets, and therefore the situa-
tion in Barbados is slightly different from the position
in Trinidad,

I do not have to refer to *‘‘Brushmaster'® or ‘‘Mad
Oliver'’ because the Turf Clubdoes not buyhorses to race,
We are dealing with the Turf Club, not with horse owners,
and therefore I do not have to deal with ‘‘Brushmaster*’
and **Mad Oliver'*, because we know that *‘Brushmaster*’
wing with Jockey Belle on the back, but *Sir Grantiey**
fails with Husbands on the back,

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, member is not referring to
any hon, member mthis Chamber; 1 hope!

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: I am referring to a race
horse called **Sir Grantley'* which was owned by a former
member of this House, and itwas ridden by a jockey called
Husbands, and everytime Husbands goton *'SirGrantley’s’’
back, it refused to start. They had to get a fellow called
Brown to start it, and eventhenitonly ran two feet, I think
2 Smith rode itonone occasion, butit did not face the tape,
When Jockey Belle is on *‘Mad Oliver** he rims well, and
*“Brushmaster'’ does likewise, But let us get back to the
Turf Club,

I do not know if the hon. member wants & bresk down
of the sales of consolation tickets and the 50 cent tickets,
hut over the years sales have shown a downward trend.
Hon, members will notice thatevenin 1959 the first prive
for the Sweepstake was something like $40,000, We have
even gone wp as high as $52,000, Recently the first prize
reached the low of $15,000; so youcansee the effect which
this would have on the Turf Club. With respect to the Field
Sweep, people seldom worry with those today. I remember
that five or six years ago the Field Sweep used to pay
$1,000 as first prize for the last race; today it cammot reach
$300. The position depends on the volurne of business done
by the Turf Club, and the only salvation for the Turf Club
is if it can sell more sweepstake tickets than are being
sold now. How can this bs done? Itis for all those involved
in organised gambling in this countryto gettogether and see
what can be done to help the Turf Club, not as the Turf
Club itself, but as an industry in this country employing
over 500 Barbadians, and this is where the Government
comes in,

The hon. member talked about money which is mn-
claimed. There is unclaimed money, but that money can
only be used by the Turf Club after six years, That {s, in
1965 or 1966 they could only use money inclaimed from
1959; but unclaimed money must remainthere for six years
before it can be used, This money is placed to & sort of
deficit account, and it is out of unclaimed money that over
the past years the Turf Club has done renovations to the
property, and brought in stallions to improve breeding in
this country. A stallion costs inthe vicinity of $32,000. Hon,
members would have heard of a stallion called “Elco'’.
This is an expensive stallion that was brought in out of
unclaimed money. The question of keeping the various pad-
docks, the buildings and the premises in sound repair had
to come from unclaimed funds, At present, I think un-
claimed funds amount to $138,000 from 1959 to 1965, but
this cannot be touched under six years, because within six
years you can go and claim your money.

I think I have given & breakdown of how the Turf Club
makes its money, and how they have been losing money.
Hon, members raised the question of the West Indies Hos-
pital Sweepstake, This has absolutely nothing to do with




the deficits of the Turf Club, That started in 1964 and had

no effect whatsoever o the Turf Club, because Barbadians
do not buy these tickets, I would like any person to bring
six Barbadians who have bought these West Indies Sweep-
stake tickets recently., The hon. senior member for St.
Joseph says we should stop one of the organisations op-~

erating Bingo, This is not the answer to it. The answer....

Mr, SM
either one,

H: On a point of order, I did not say to stop
did not say so.

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS; Mr, Speaker, maybe my
memory does not serve me correctly, but Iunderstood the
hon. member, and 1think other hon, members in this Cham-
ber also did, to say that the Government should stop one
of the organisations operating Bingo or the Government
would have to continue subsidising the Turf Club, I made
a note when the hon, member made that statement. The
answer to that is for the Club to be properly organised,
and as the hon, junior member for Bridgetown pointed out,
we want new blood, Iunderstand that by June there will be
. new blood in the Turf Club,

The hon, junior member for St, Peter referred to the
Stewards running the Turf Club, The Stewards do not run
the Club; they look after the race meetings day after day,
They are appointed to look after the actual administration
of the race meeting, but there is a Committee running the
Club which in my humble opinion is not a well organised
Committee, and they have been advised to put their house
in order, They have consulted their solicitors, a Constitu-
tion has been drawn up, and miy latest information is that it
is expected. that by June the Turf Club will be properly
organised as a membership club We donotwant any more
“Closed Brethren'',

6.25 p.m,

The position is that it will not be any longer a closed
shop after June, as far as I inderstand. I understand that
it will be rm on democratic lines and that members who
are interested in racing can make their contribution; hence
there will be new blood, I feel thatthe Barbados Turf Club
is now trying to solve the problem, but I feel that this two
years' rebate which i{s offered will assist them con-
siderably and we are looking forward to the day when the
Barbados Turf Club will be able to stand on its own feet
again,

The hon, senior member for Christ Church referred
to the question of organised gambling inthis country, That
is an appropriate point made by the hon, member, and I feel
that the Government will give consideration to the matter
in the near future, 1do not remember any further questions
raised by hon, members which really meritananswer and
1 therefore commend this Bill tothis honourable House for
its second reading,

The question that this Bill be now read a second time
was put and resolved in the affimative without division,

Hon, A. DaC, EDWARDS; Mr, Speaker, 1 beg to move
that you do now leave the Chair and the House go into Com-
mittee on this Bill,

Hon, G. G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division, .

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House went into
Committee on the Bill, Mr, YEARWQOOD in the Chair,

The two Clauses of the Bill were called and passed, -

On the motion of Hon. A, DaC. EDWARDS, seconded'
by Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON, the CHAIRMAN reported the
passing of one Bill in Committee, .

215

Mr, SPEAKER resumed the Chair and réported accord-
ingly,

On separate motions of Hon, A, DaC. EDWARDS, se-
conded by Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON, the Bill was read a
third time and passed,

CONTROL OF BOXING BILL POSTPONED

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that
Order No. 7T be the next Order of the Day,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: 1 beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,

Mr, SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in
the name of the Hon, Minister of Health and Community
Development:- To move the second reading of a Bfll to
regulate the holding of boxing contests in the Island.

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, before the Hon, Minister
introduces this Bill, I want to let him know that I only re-
ceived my copy of the Bill this morning, It was left at
my office yesterday afternoon, but I wasout: so I only saw
it this afternoon when I went to the office. In other words,
I had no time to read this Bill,

Mr, J. M. G, M, ADAMS: Mr., Speaker, if I may add to
what the hon, member has said, a number of hon, members
on this side of the House are likely to oppose this Billon
the second reading and they will be speaking at length,
but we would like to have anopportunity of considering the
Bill and its provisions and all legislation dealing with these
matters,

Mr. St, JOHN: Mr. Speaker, I got my copy of this Bill
yesterday along with an amended Order Paper.
6,35 p.m,

Mr.SPEAKER: I am advised by the Clerkat the Table
that certain Bills went out on Saturday, but he is not aware
which went out on Saturday and which went out yesterday.

Hon, C, E, TALMA: Inviewofthefact that the Bill is
of a controversial nature and in viewof the fact that it was
in the hands of the Government during the last session and
in view of the fact that it was engaging the minds of the
public for quite a number of years, we therefore agree with
the application of the Opposition and not to deal with it until
Tuesday of next week,

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE SUPPLEMENTARY
ESTIMATES OF THE PORT DEPARTMENT

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that
Order No, 6 be the next order of the day,

Hon, C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,

Mr, SPEAKER: This Resolition stands in the name of
the Hon, Minister of Communications and Works: Tomove
the passing of the following Resolution:-

A Resolution to approve the expenditure required to
supplement the Annexed Estimates of the Port Department
for the year 1966-87 as shown inthe Schedule to the Reso-

" Jution,

, Hon N, W, BOXILL: Mr, Spesker,the sum of $13,644,00
is required to supplement Item 25 - Unestablished Statt, to
meet the payment of wages to the Unestablished Staff of
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Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and Mr, DEPUTY SPEAK-
ER took the Chair,

. Mr, Deputy Speaker, I was saying that the sum of
$13,644,001s required: to supplement Item 25 - "Unestab-
lished Staffto  meet the payment of wages to the Unestab-
{shed Staff of the Port Department to the end of the finan-
cial year 1966-67.

Mr, Deputy Speaker, I willgive a brief resume of what
happened at the Port, Under the Annexed Estimates, Port
Department, item 25, Unestablished Staff, provisioninthe

Approved Estimates for 1966-67 was $157,084, The present

wage bill per week averages $320,
The sum of $20,000 was provided under Item48 - Con-

tingencies - to meet expenses whichmay be incurred with- -

out the consent of the Cabinet, Because of the urgency of
this matter, we have paid the wages outof this Contingency
fund and we have done so because we do not want it being
said, as it was banded about, that this Government has no
money in the Treasury.

We therefore decided to pay this money out of the
Contingency vote. We are therefore now asking this Cham-
ber to approve this sum of $13,644 in order to pay the
Unestablished Staff.

1 beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.
Hon, A, DaC., EDWARDS: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,

THE MARRIAGE (AMENDMENT, VALIDATION
AND INDEMNITY) BILL 1967

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I beg to move
that Order No, 6 be the next Order of the day,

Hon, C, E. TALMA; 1 beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division, .

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The nextOrder is OrderNo,6
which stands in the name of the Hon, and Learned Prime
Minister: Second reading of a Bill to amend the Marriage
Act, 1904 and the Marriage of British Subjects Facilities
Act, 1916; to validate certain acts done thereunder; and to
indemnify persons in respect of such acts,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Spesker, hon, members
are aware that The (Letters Patent Consolidation) Order of
Barbados, came into being on the 9th April, 1964, Appar-
ently, there was noprovision inthe 1964Order with respect
to the issue of marriage licences. In the light of the fore-
going, there may have been some doutt after Sth April,
1964, as to the power of the Governor to issue marriage
licences under and by virtue of section 11 of the Marriage
Act, 1904 and there may likewise be some doult now as to
the power of the Governor-General to issue suchlicences,

This Bill is to vest this power in the Minister con-
cerned to issue Marriage Licences, In this case, it would
be the Minister of Home Affairs.
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1 beg to move that this Bill be now read a second time,

Hon, C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that.
6.45 p.m,

Mr, ST, JOHN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, we do not oppose
the principle of this Bill,but the only point I would like to
ask the Hon, Minister is which Department of Government
does he envisage will be responsible for granting these
licences.

Hon, J, C. TUDOR: The Ministry of Home Affairs.

The question that the Bill be now read a second time

‘was put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

On the motion of Hon, ], C, TUDOR, seconded by Hon,
C. E, TALMA, Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair and
the House went into Committee onthe Bill, Mr. YEARWOOD

?in the Chair,

Clauses 1, 2 and 3 ‘were called and passed.v

The Schedule was called and passed,

On the motion of Hon, ], C. TUDOR, seconded by Hon,
C. E, TALMA, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the passing of one
Bill in Committee, and Mr, DEPUTY SPEARKR resumed
the Chair and reported accordingly,

On theseparate motions of Hon, J. C. TUDOR, second-
ed by Hon., C, E. TALMA, the Bill was read a third time
and passed,

ADJOURNMENT
Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, this con-
cludes Government Business for the day, but perhaps hon,
members opposite might wish to revert to Private Mem-
bers* Business, I do not know.
I beg to move that this House do now adjourn.......

Mr, SMITH: If the hon, member wants to revert to
Private Members® Business, I am willing to,

Hon, J. C., TUDOR: I can prove the hon, member was
not listening; I did not say I want to,

Mr, SMITH: Well, Sir, I want to,

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: In which case he should have
stated that before I made the motion.

I beg to move that this House do now adjourn until
Tuesday next, 14th March, 1967, at 2,30 p.m, :

Hon, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put andresolved in the affirmative

without division, and Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned the
House accordingly,

6.55 p.m,






