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~ SECOND SESSION OF 1966 - 71

HOUSE, OF. ASSEMBLY :
‘Tuedday, 23rd May, 1967

Pursuant to the adjourmnent, the House of Assembly
metat2300clockpm ﬁoday, :

PRESENT .

His Honour Jo E. T. BRANCKER, QC., F.Z.S.,
(Speaker); Hon. C. E. TALMA, (Minister of Health and
Community Development); Hon, J. C. TUQQR M. A.,
(Minister of Education); Mr. J. W. CORBIN; Hon. G. G
FERGUSSON, (Minister of Trade, Tourism, Co-operatives
and Fisheries ); Mr, -R. ST.C. WEEKES, J.P.i Mr. W. R.
LOWE; Hon., N. W. BOXILL, (Mi';zistef of Communications
and. Worksj; Hon, A, DaC. EDWARDS, (Minister of Agri-
culture, Labourand National Insurance); Sir G. H. ADAMS,
C.M.G., Q.C., B.A., D.C.L. (Hon.), (Leader of the Oppo-
sition} Mr. G. A. Eo HOPPIN, J.P. and Mr. H. B. ST.
JOHN, LL:B

Prayers were read.

MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: I regret once again to inform hon,
members that there are no Mimites avnihble for con-
firmation.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE OF CLERK OF THE HOUSE

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 have also to inform hon. members
that 1 have received a ietter dated 22nd May, 1967, bearing
the signature of the Clerk of this House of Assembly and it
reads as follows:- -

29nd May, 1967

His Honour the Speaker,
House of Agsembly,
Bridgetown.

Sir,

I have the honour to make ‘application for three
months’ leave of absence from my duties as Clerk of
the Barbados House of Assembly as from 23rd May,
1967, .

I may inform yon that from the commencement of
my temire of office on. 1st October, 1955, T have had
no vacation leave from then until-now, .

1 hope that the Honourable House may consider
favourably this my application, .

Yours faithfully,
(Sed) H; 0,'St,C, Cumberbatch,
‘Glerk, House of Assembly,

Hon, J, C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, Ibegto move that the
Clerk of this House be granted three months’ leave of ab-
sence from today,

Hon, C. E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in -the affirmative
without division.
DEPUTY CLERK APPOINTED TO ACT AS CLERK
Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that
the Deputy Clerk be appointed to actas Clerk of the House
during the absence of the Clerk.

Hon. C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

‘without division.

Mr, CHEZLEY BOYCE APPOINTED TO ACT
AS DEPUTY CLERK

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that
Mr, Chezley Boyce be appointed to act as Deputy Clerk of
this House during the absence on leave of the Clerk.

Hon, C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmi tive

without division.

' LETTERS FROM HIGH COMMISSIONER
OF CANADA

~ Mr. SPEAKER: I beg to inform the House that I have
received a letter from the office of His Excellency the
High Commissioner for Canada and it reads as follows:-

P. O, Box 1246,
Port of Spain,
Trinidad & Tobago, W.L

May 5, 1967.
Dear Mr, Speaker:

- I wish to refer to the resohtion passed by the
honourable House of Assembly of Barbados on the
occasion of the death of the Right Honourable Georges
P. Vanier and to pass on toyouthe following message
. of acknowledgement from Mme, -Vanier,

‘May I extend to you, mdthroughyouto all mem-
_bers of the House of Assembly of Barbados, my very
warmest thanks for your generous and thoughtful Re-
sohrtion of sympathy on the occasionof the death of my .
latehusband, The Governor-General held a deepaffection
for the members of the Government of Barbados whom
bhe had met, and through them for the people of your
_charming Island, My family and I were therefore par-
ticularly moved by your kind act of remembrance, and
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we shall treasure the words of your Resolution as a
source of strength and comfort to us.

Pauline Vanier
Yours sincerely,
J. R, McKinney
High Commissioner,
The Honourable Speaker of the
House of Assembly,

Bridgetown, Barbados, W.1L
PAPERS TO BE LAID LATER

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, unfortunately, Ihave
not received yet my notice paper of papers to be laid to-
day. I beg for leave to give notice of them later today,

QUESTION HELD OVER

Mr, SPEAKER: I am advised that certain questions
have been received within the requisite time but in view of
the fact that the acting Deputy Clerk should have sufficient
time to consider them, I regret to refer them to the next
meeting of this House,

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move that
Standing Orders Nos, 5. 14, 16, 18, 19, 40 and 45 be sus-
pended for the remainder of today's sitting,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

2.55 p.m.
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move that
Government Business be now taken,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

Mr, SPEAKER: Government Business is the instant
Order of the Day, and the first Item stands in the name of
the Hon, and Learned Prime Minister, and it is to move
the second reading of a Bill to amend the Casual Employees
Pensions Act, 1961,

Hon, J, C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move that
Order No, 2 be taken as the first Order under Government
Business,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.
THE OLD AGE PENSION (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1967

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 2 has become the instant
Order of the Day, and it stands in the name of the hon,
senior member for St, Andrew, It is to move the second
Reading of a Bill to amend the Old Age Pension Act, 1937.

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS; Mr, Speaker, hon, members
will remember that during the last Budget Speech of the
Hon, Prime Minister, it was decided thatold age pensions
would have been increased from $2,40 per week to $3,00
as from 1st October, 1966, Onthe 30thSeptember, a Reso-
lution was passed for $165,000 under Head 46, Item 7, and
this Resolution made provision for the payment of the in-
crease in old age pensions. It is estimated that the entire
annual increase is $331,000, This Bill to amend the O1d
Age Pensions Act, 1937, now seeks to regularise the situa-
tion, It is true that the pronouncement was miade in the
Prime Minister's Budget Speech, but the Act had ot been
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amended. We are now seeking to have the Act amended to
give effect to this as from 1st October last year.

In increasing old age pensions, it is customary to in-
crease the means test, When last old age pension was in-
creased, the means test was increased from $3,00t0 $4.00,
Now that there is an increase in 0ld age pension again,the
Act also seeks to increasethe mea tfrom $4 to $5 per
week, The Billis straightforward 'T beg to move that it
be now read i sécond time.

Hon, C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, I would like to
know whether the Government in considering this amend-
ment considered reducing the age at which pension can be
had, and if so, can they tellthe House now if they were re-
duced down the line by five years, four years and so on,
what these sums would be, because when old age pensions.
were first introduced into this House, all these figures were
available? The Government of the day decided on a sum.

which they thonght they were able to pay and did ot make

the age lower than the figure then fixéd.: As I say, I would
like to know whether this hasbeenworked out, and if it has
been worked out, why did Government not introduce it,
and if they did not agree with ft, what were their reasons
for not agreeing to reducing ‘the age.

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: I am afraid Mr. Speaker, I

_am not presently able to dn$wer those questions.

The question that the Bill be now read o second time

was put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go
into Committee on this Bill,

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

Hon. J. C, TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that
the hon, junior member for St, George be appointed to Act
as Chairman of Committees for the remainder of today's
sitting, .

Hon, C, E. TALMA: 1beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

The question that His Honour the SPEAKER do now
leave the Chair and the House go into Committee on the
Bill, was ﬁut &ndxlggs,olu_e’d'i_’n the af{irmqféye z'qi_tl;put divi-
sion; and.Mr,..aSPENA KE.'R.‘EeJkthe Cha;ir‘and the House went
into Committee on the Bill, Mr. HOPPIN in the Chair.
3.05 p.m,

Clause | was called. [t reads as follows:=

1. This Act may be czted as -the Old Age Penswn
(Amendment) Act, 1967.

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: I beg to move, Mr, Chairman,

- that Clause 1 stand part of the Bill,

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON; I'beg to second that,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, Iwonder if
the Hon, Minister in charge of this Bill can give us some
more information concerning it, With the knowledge of the
population changes sirice 1937, he should be able to say
what it would cost the Govemmnt to pay this pension at
the age of 68 years now and what it would cost to pay it at
60 years, It {s ‘trnpossible to believe that anybody who
is coming into this House with’ an amendment to the Act
whereby more money is to he spent, would not be able to
say what money would be required ifthey went further with
the means test, Why is the Hon, Minister not in a position

e W= S S,




Y

345

to tell us that if we, redtrce thg by fwo years, that that
age reduction would cost so mich’and thaf is why the Gov-
ernment does dot propose to reduce fhe age.

Hon, A, DaC EDWAKﬁS MF, Chairman, Iamnot in a
position to answer thé question asked by the hon, funior
member for st, fOSeph' at tﬁls stage. Tb; whole matter is
beingrevtewed e L

“Sir GRANTL‘EY AﬁAMS- The whole tbmg is being re-
viewed and iherefore you ‘core in with this p1ecemea1
legislation,

?

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS- ‘Mr. Chairman, ftisa question

of the establishment of thé National Insurance Board which
would be responsible. fdr things 1ke Public Assistance and
O1d Age Pensiotis, This whole mattét is being reviewed and
therefore I am not in a position to answer the question
asked by the hon, member. at this stage. When the National
Assistance Board is’ esublrsfed a1l of thése factors will
be taken into conslderation and the nNecessary mformanon
will be givenc\

Mr. ADAMS; Mr, Chairman, while we appreciate the
difficulty® in which the hon, member finds himself, per-
haps he is making too much of simple democratlc infor-
mation required and .asked for by the hon. - junior member
for St. Joseph, The only information which we need, as I
see it, is for the hon, member to answer the question or
give the information as to how many people are at the age
of 65 years, 66 years or 67 years, This Bill affects 1,000
people according to the figures whichhas beengiven by the
Hon, Minister, If the Government knows that, how then can
the Government come imto this House with this legislation
without telling us how many people are atthe age of 85, 66
or 87 years. The question of the reduction of the age at
which old age pensions should be paid has long been under

. consideration, When the Act was passed in1937, blind per-

sons were admitted at the age of 40 years and old age pen-
sions were paid to persons at the age of 68 years. If the
age for the payment of these pensions to blind persons has
since been reduced to 25 years I think it is only a simple
matter to find out how many people are at these particular
ages as asked by the hon. junior member for St, Joseph.
The National Insurance Act has been on the Statute Book
for a long time now and the Scheme has come into opera-
tion shortly, Is the Government now bringing in a scheme
without knowing these facts?

Hon, A. DaC, EDWARDS: On a point of order, Mr,
Chairman, I referred to national assistance and not national
insurance, National Insurance is one thing and a National
Assistance Board is to be appointed whichwilltake care of
public assistance and old age pensions, It is a non-
contribwtory scheme. The National Insurance Board looks
after the:contributory scheme; thenthere will be a National
Asssistance Board which willtake care of the non-contribu-
tory scheme,

The question that Clause ] stand part of theeBill was

put and resolved in the affirmative without division.
Clause 2 was called and passed.
Clause 3 was called. It reads as follows:- »

“Section 6 of the principal Act is amended by sub-
stituting the words “three dollars® for the words ““two
dollars and- forty cents”” -and zl;e words’ “fwe dollars”’
for the words *‘four dollars”*. '

Hon, A. Da.C, EDWARES- Ibegtomove Mr, Chnir-
man,t}ntChmeasundplrtofthm.

- Hon, G. G, FERGUSSON: T beg to second that,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS Mr, Cbtirmin, if we come to
the conclusion that 60 cents is a réasonable increase, we
will know what that will cost the Goveriiment, Does the
Minister tell us that in this review hedid not have in mind

the fact that if they gave 50 cents, it would cost so much?
And if they reduced the age it would cost so much and you
balance those two things. How can you say that you are re-
viewing the whole thing and come down with something
which inevitably hinges on what you are still reviewing?
Surely you would say atthe age of 68 years, one shilling, at
the age of 60 years, two shillings and you could come down
and say whether it would be cheaper or more economical
from the Government's pointof view either to lower the age
or reduce the amount, The hon, member has told us that he
cannot say what effect the lowering of the age would have
and is it not obvious that the two things must go together?
You can say how much more you can give and how soon
you would give it. Is the hon. member going to say on re-
consideration that they will reduce the age but they have to
reduce the 60 cents to 40 cents? How is it possible to ask
grown-up men, let alone members of this Assembly, to say
that you are reviewing the whole matter and one thing does
not hinge on the other?

The Hon. Minister's answer is a feeble ofie and there
is some reason for ignoring this. Itiseither that the Gov-
ernment has made wp its mind that this must remain at
this stage or this is a haphazard thing and we need not
worry to have a general review. Wearenot or we need not
worry to see about the other aspeets of national insurance.
That is not the way in which a Goverfirnent should do its
business.

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS; Mr, Chairman, the hon. mem-
ber seems to be as muchill-informed as the Press is. The
Press in a recent artic‘ﬂ said that we are increasing the
old age pension as fromr today, but this increase takes ef-
fect from the Ist October fast year, All we are’ doing now
is to'regularise the situation. Ihtvepaimadout to the hon.
member as 'graciously as I'could putit; that the wholé' sys-
temn of public assistance whether by wayofold age pension
or otherwise is being reviewed,

3.15 p.m,

Now, Sir, the hon, tember can ask 500 questions and
if!domtwishtoanswermy.hewmtmakem Itold
the hon, mmbert}mtlammtmwinaposmontoanswer
tbm

Mr. J. M. G M, ADAMS: lunderstand the Hon. Minis-
ter to say that we are now regularising the position. Are
we to take it then that this increase wa$ made and psid
without statutory authority? Is that actually what the Hon,
Minister is saying? He did not say this at the' start when
the Bill was introduced at the second reading.’

* Hon. A, DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Chairman, the hon. mem-
ber may not have been aware that by way of Resolution on the
30th September, 1966, this House approved of the expen-
diture of $1865,000 to increase the pensions of old age pen-
sioners byeo¢ Tdo hot see how_the hon, jimior member for
St. Thomas could have madesucha statement,

Mr. J. M, G, M. ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, perhaps I did
not hear the Hon, Minister cmmy but I heard that this
arose out of the budget. Y'was taking the opportunity now of
searching the Estimates to see if there was such a provi-
sion in it. ;

Hon, - A. DaC EDWARDS: Mr, Chairman, for the in-
formation of the hon, inember the Resolution whichiapproved
this matter” WIS Resdutlbn No a3,

Sir GR?AN’I‘LEYADA}\B + Is the Hon, Minister seriously
siying that wm!ung chhwok place in 1966 can be voted
for today? = =

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS Mr, Chairman, we are not
re-introducing - Aﬂyﬂllng that was dotie in 1966 We are
amending this Act so as to increase the Mears Test and
also to incréase the amount which was sent down in'the
Bill but the Resohtion to provide for this amonnt has been
passed in September, 1966.
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The guestion that Clause 3 stand purt was put and

resolved. in the affirmative without division.
Clause 4 was called and passed.

On motion_of Hon. Ak DacC, FDWARDS Qcconded ‘1‘>y
Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON, Mr. CHAIRMAN re ported the:
passmg of one lel in Commzttee

Mr. SPEAKERresumed the Chazr and reported accord-
ingly. =

' On motions of Hon A. DaC EDWARDS wmndcd by
Hon. G. .G. FERGUSSON ineach case, the Re eoluuon was
read a third time and passed

CASUAL EMPIDYEES PENSIONS Mo, 2). BILL 1967

Mr, SPEAKER: The remaining Order of Government
Business standing in the name of the Hon. and Learned
Prime Minister is the second reading of a Bill to amend

the Casual Employees Peasions Act, 1961, -

Hon, J. C, TUDOR. Mr, Spea.ker Iamaskingleaveof
the House. to take charzeoftblslnemln the absence of the
Honourable and Learned Prime Minister )

There being no objection, leave was granted the hon,
Leader of the House,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, bothinthe last Par-
Hament and since this Parlument started, members
on both sides of the House hiave expressed contimmly their
concern over the provisions of the Cagual Employees Pen-
sions, Act, 1961, owing o the fact that, desirable though it is,
it does not cover every comeivable type of case. .
3.25 p.m, , ,

The. attention of Go has been drawn from
time to time, to some very hard cases whith could not be
covered under the 1961 Act, The Government had inder-
taken to see what could be done inthis matter, and this Bill
which is now before us represents whatwebave been able
to do, This Bill sets out to do two things, Mr, Speaker, It
sets out first of all to amend Section 10 of the Casnal Em-
ployees Pensions Act so as totake into account the service
of casual employees formnrly employed by the Cornmis-
sioners of Highways for the parishes of St. Andrew, St.
Joseph, ‘St. Lucy and St, Michael. and secondly it sets out
to clarify the position with respectto certain amendments
already made to the Casual Employees Pensions Act, It

_therefore provides for the repeal of Section 4 of the Act
of 1961,

To gobackabit, Ithink hon, members would remember
that the Ninth Schedule . of the Local Government Act did
include regulations covering service ina Vestryor similar
Local Gavernment body, and this definition of *‘service*
‘to the Local Government aytharity was, so far as the 1958
Act was concerned, designed for people employed by former
Commissioners of High\nys. but for some, reasonor other
did not fnclude Commissioners of Highways of the parishes
which I fust named, It would appear that the reason why the
Commissioners of Highways. for those four parishes were
not included in that Schedule was that the control of high-
ways of those parishes had Beenvested inthe Governor-in-
Executive Committee before the coming into operation of
the Local Government Act, 1958, This might appear to be
a very untidy way of dolng it, bug this is, whas ip-fact was
done, ‘and for that reason the four parfshes were not covered
in this Schedule, with the consequence that it excluded the
Service of the Commissioners of those four parishes for
the purposes of being taken into account imder the Pensions
Act, ‘and it was hecause of this exclusioni thet certain casual
employees formerly employed with the Commissioners. of
those four parishes found themselves somewhat at & dig-
advantage when the time came for theu- eligibility for pen-
sions to be taken into account,

This Bill regularises @at position, and aslongas any
such persons who had sérved within the service of the four
Commissioners of these pansh[es which oxped the Govern-
ment service, so to speak, within a year of the términation
of their service with these Iespective Highways Commis-
sioners, this’ covers ‘themn for the’ purposes of the Casual
Employees Act (Agiendrrent) @ffch is now before the House.

I am sorry that the hon, senidr member- for St. Joseph is
not now in his place, because he has quite frequently
brought to tlt artention of. the House. this hards]'up which
was worked" on those g:ple and Tam sure I)e would have
been pleased to see that this is an attempt to regu,lar;se
and make good thatdeficiency so far as they are concerfied.
Hon. mempers, too, on this, side of the House who both
prlvauely and in questions add essed to e Minister ‘have
raised the same sort of concema hon senior member
for St. J’oseph will beglad thattfns u is betbre the Pimse
today

i

Inowbegtomove thatthisB ‘be‘read a second txme

i

“ Hon. C. E. TALMA: 1 b‘eg to sécond that,
R VTR
The question was put and, resolved in ‘the af;'rmauve

wi thouz dw»szon
i

0n the motian of Hon. J. Ci IUBOR 4seconded by
Hon. C. E. TALMA, Mr."SPEAKER left thse Chazr antl th(‘
Housé went into Commzttee ‘on the Bz[l Mr HOPPINM
the Cha;r : :

t Clause I was called and passed

quus_c,_ '2‘, was. called, I& R read.;: as ::[ollqws;

2. ~Svec=’tio(n‘140 of the Cq;syol Z‘}t}‘;plqyeesAPensions
Act; 1961, hereinafter in: this Act referrcd toas the prin-
cipal ‘#ét) shell have effect and’ shal‘l be deemed: always
to have had effect as zf for. subsectzon (3) thereof there
were subsututed the following subsectzon -

30

Where -
© -fa) a penad of local government: service
o which is penswnable under che Local
L.N. 46 Government , Casual Employees (Pen-
of 1965. stons) Regulations, 1965 is; or

(b). = ‘aperiod of servitein the employment of
" " “the Commissioners of Hzghways for any
. of .the parishes of Saint- Andrew, Saint
Joseph, Saint ‘Lucy or Suint Michael -

- was, ’ o ) .
within one year from the last day of such service followed
by service as a casual employee, that pefiod of service
may, with the approval of the Cabinet, be taken into ac-

count as pensionable service.””

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Chairman, I beg to move that
Clause 2 stand part,

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr, St, JOHN: Mr. Chairman, Ido notknow if the Hon,
Minister of Communications and Works had a look at Clause
2 of this Bill, because it seeks under Section 10 (3) (a) to
remedy the sjtuation with Local Government casual em-
ployees who worked .in the Local Government service and
within a year from the last day of such service, they then
worked with the Central Government. Now the question is
whether a period of a year is a sufficient period of time,
because my, understanding of the position is thatthis seeks
to cover the emmployees of the Highways Commissioners of
those parishes which continued to adrmnister highways after

S S s

»

f \

*

T 4t D




¥

8,35 p, i '
on, eitiber has rsised seemsio se ¥ vetygoéd one, As

body*is' suggesting ot has®

 approve?'s These people” ate

the new Lodal - ‘Governmeit ‘system ‘came ifito operation.
They are dovered ﬁybaragraﬁh@) (a), Whénthey gave over

the rodds lately, it maybe pos af§ le thit & Year could have

passed ‘but thirough o faunt thelrownor‘ of the Govern-
although’ the ‘Foad§ ‘Were not taken 'over within'the

penod ‘of e 1 which'lt Was eivisabed! #ttigh they -

were working witl the: Vestry und “rith the'Locat Govetn-
_ment Authorities, say, it SorthernDistrict snd they went

‘ahelid working with thePghway¥ lind Transport, 4 year may
Have passed because thidy m!yfnot‘hvebeenhired wnitfl af-
ter the expiration” 6Fk yed’ throughi no falift of their own,
becatise they miy hot have started workin ptrtiéular
timeé, The Bill says before He cin betakeh into accoum the
sérvibemmtbevmhin apeffod oﬂyear T

far as 1 know, ih the%outherhﬁistrlctwe took in nearly all
of those’ ernployees but #5*the ot ‘merntber his said,some
of ‘thern might ‘ot have qualified for pension or gratuity,
Thesé péople did’ mtqhanﬁffor #penstonora gratnity as
such. "If ‘you put in' mofe than five years* service you are
still ‘given a gratuity, ‘theréfore these %oplé will stitl be
considéred, If they can pr‘ove that they hﬂfe ‘been working
for ‘& $tipitlated amoéunt of tithe; theri thére i€ no préblem,
We were getting these problems before betatise Yoit cannot
get people to swear to these affidavits. People are afraid
to swear to them because it is difficylt to say that a man
has worked for tent o fifteén years 1n 2 particular jobl
have known of ‘ati fnstifice wheré'a man ‘Prodiiced two i~
fidavits and “{t" Wa¥ discovéred that he wis really working

but hewas working at-the Queen's pleasure It'is not that

peopleimendto&efrandthe nit but you do not
miss. & pereon mtll artef s e, T ‘and you may dis-
cover that 'that “person His' Beenr dutt of the Istand. 1 do not
think that Yot will get this:Sér¥ of thing happéhing' now be-
cause we u’e keeplng the pr&ber fecords o

Mr J. M, GM ADAMSer Chair in many cases
where a person is emtitied'tb’a’ gratméynﬁ" & pensiorn, the
Govertiment givel {f &rid i miiny Eases they hay not give ir.
Ini maty cases where the Govertiment itay not yive & gFa-
tuity yoil Have an’sggrieved person, It tiay be our lot, as
member‘:d of the Oppesitiot, 16 yhear” mary of these gr:fe;;
i’ mahY instatices perSons cojriplain that

ime not got their mnnti::’s becatise of Political reasoris,
White nobody would suvggest that the ordina#y civil sefvant
who administers these schemes to provide the'se gratiiities
would be actuated by political motives, atthe same time we
wonder if sufficiént’ is betrig done in relation'td persons who
are éoncerned in this thatter, Everybody {f the Government
has an fiterest to: see that nébody is aggrieved by a de-
cisibn, and the Governmient should be satfsfied that the de-
ciston'Was rict actusted by politics, Where the Government
fs'concerned, every effort’ should be made for'an aggrieved
party to-know that o polifes’ erm-,red 1o any deciston
whlch nppeared tohave Beenmade

" 8ir ‘GRANTLEY' ADAMSY ¥y, Chatrmxn, T will move
an arténdrment to ‘this Clause aristng dit of \what the hon;
member has just said. Youare passing ;‘n“Ae: ‘where you are

paying ‘Persons fop: their éontimious serviee: I%{1l move
an imendmem to this Clause Thit the words™ ‘may, with the
approval of the Cabinet,’* occurring in ﬂ\abemﬂﬁmneﬁne
be deleted:“ind - the wrd “shall** be i rted in place
thereof. 'Why does thi Cnbinet“’t;ave Toapproveof this? No-
ed throwihg any bricks:
We know that; eare nalisedift}nydqﬁfbelomm
the' right 'Party’ and whydaymrbm ‘thee bﬁyorﬁnmy ‘Ih the
Hinds of the ruling Patty to say “t approve™ or I do hot
ed ffi Priniciple just ds
casuil employees are éntitled ssin the At T am asking
hon, ‘members seriouslyto cotisider or to agree that if'ls
fatal to give the suggestion that thi¥ depedtfs on the fibur
of the ruling Party whetwriﬁsttzgxesent Palrty in powet
or this Party.

“Hon, N W, BOXILL:Mr, ttmrmm,“i do not want to
prolong this debate, but I will Feply to hon. ' members, The
ton, senior member for Sy, ‘THorrias hasﬁ:ﬁ‘mn‘heﬁ ‘that péo-
ple are not given perisfans hecaus Taf ﬁ}lations
md what not,
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Mr, J. M, G, M, ADAMS: Ona point of order, I did not
say that, Mr. Chairman, 1 said matpeop‘le some‘times think
so. E

Hon. N, W, BOXILL: Mr. Chairman, not so long ago
when the hon. member first came into this House he used
to throw epithets at fne about my learning to read or to
understand. 1 said that the hon. metivbe¥ insimiated that,
and that i$ not a direct statemert. Ariyhow, what I"'am say-
ing is thie; the hon, member has just said that we are al-
ways trying to point out to an aggrieved party that it was
not a political matter. I would 3ike ‘the hon, member to
undérstand this, The hon,’ trierither is like a person who
was borri and found some méhey, Despite all that his pa-
rents may have done for hiri,"somebody:passes and says:
Do you'know tHat your gr@ndfatltr has left $5.00 for you?’’
Do you know know; Sir, that he will still:ask about that $5.00
which his grandfather léfe for him? At isthe same thing
here, Sometimes you will spend a wholé day explaining
to a'man ‘why he does not qualify for a pénsion and when you
think that he has understood you, youfind that -he does not
understand, No-Minister has any say in the matter as to
who ' shoild get pensiong or not. -If a mdn is entitled toc a
pénsion, the law his already been laid down,In these mat-~
ters Mr, Jordan will work out the amount with the Chief
Personnel Officer. Then it is sent to the Auditor General
who goes through itwith a firie~teéth comb and then he sends
it-back dand says that it must Be regulararised because of
some fraction of time, There is nothtng political in this,
After the matter leaves the Auditor General; it has to go
to the Accountant General, We have nothing to do with it,
This position came sbout becduse of the action of the Hon.
Minister of Health and myself who investigatéd it-and saw
that: some people have dorie nine years, niné months* ser-
vice and they did not qualify for a pension, We asked the
Cabinet to reconsider the matter and say whether it should
be a period of ten yesrs or not.

“:8if GRANTLEY ADAMS: What an attack on the Civil
Servants, Mr, Chairmai!"They sre likely to make mis-
takes and therefore the Cabinet has to 26 throigh these
things afterwards, There is no person on the other side
of the House who is as anxious to give these people these
pensions as we, on this side are '

3,45 p.m, - ’ :

" The hon. member who has juSt sat down said that it
is not a question of politics, The positionis'thit it can only
be granted withthe approval of the Cabinet because the pro-
vistion says that ‘‘period of service may, withthe approval
of ‘the-Cabinet, ‘be taken into account as pensionable ser-
vice.”” “May’’ does not mean ‘“/shall’* yow should say
“shall*’, All that you need to do is to delete the word
“may** with the words ‘‘with the approval of the Cabinet’’
afid say **shall be taken imo lccoum as pensiomble ser-
vice, '’

Hon, C, E, TALMA: Mr, Chairman, as hon. members
would remember, the Casual Employees Pensions Act came
into-effect from 1961, The Actprovidesapension for work-
ers who have setved for-a period of tieri years or-more dnd
have retired dﬁ or ‘after atuimng the age 86 years

&

After tb Act was&mmd we sawthatthere were cer-
t&ih anornalies, some of chh arose frof: time to time,
There was alse a lack of information by some local bodies
because’ they failed to keep certaindooks, so there was 4
ot of confusion and it was.difficult to arrive at the maxi-
mum service of some people who worked w1ththese bodies.

We had regﬁlttions bassed md mltie éertam stipula-
tions inorder that certafmpeople woald get gratuitfes if they
had put in more thin fiveyéars servick: They were the ones:
who had pitt'in a peridd’of service in’tlie employmem of the
Comimissioners of Higliways f8r St, Andrew, St: -Joseph, St.
Lucy¥ and St Michael beforé the central Government had
taken over Soine of these workers had put in “donkey"
years with the Commissloners of l-ﬂghw;ys

“The hon. member ta!ked "of passinz a 14w and do not
let it appear as if any favouritismisto ar;;e : The ﬁposn’ion
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is that you cannot give a blank cheque, No records have
been kept in some cases and eachcasehas to be examined
by the Cabinet and met with the approval of the Cabinet so
as to ensure that the taxpayers money is not mis-spem.

Mr, St.JOHN: Mr, Chairman, I am goingto second the.
amendment by the Hon, Junior member for St. Joseph, As
regards the point which I originally raised, it does not
appear as if the hon, member seemed to gather what [ was
trying to point out,

This section of the Bill deals withtwodifferent situa-
tions, It deals with workars who had putin a period of ser-
vice in the Employment of the Commissioners of Highways
for either St, Andrew, St, Joseph; St, Lucyor St. Michael,
That is contained in 3 (b) b in 8 (a) it deals with Local
Government employees, that is to say those employers of
Local Government who were taken over recently by the
Central Government after serving 2 period of years with
the Local Government. The point which I was arguing was
that due to the factthere there was a time lag between their
employment with the Local Government and the Central
Government, their period of years service may have lapsed,
If the Hon, Minister is satisfied that this is so, then the
points no longer arise,

If you are setting out in the proposed law a situation
for eligibility, there {s no reason to introduce the discre-
tion of the Cabinet because either youcome within the four
corners of the Act or you do not,

Subsection 3 (b) says that if you put in a period of
service in the employment of the Commissioners of High-
ways, within one year from the last date of service followed
by service as a casual employee,. that period of service
may, with the approval of the Cabinet, be taken into account
as pensionable service, I do not see any reason why having
raised a stipulation there should be also the necessity for
saying also *‘with the approval of the Cabinet.'* Because
of the fact that some of these people may belong to 2 par-
ticular political party, the Cabinet is notgoingto exercise
its discretion,

We put up the facts concerning every case and the
matter goes to the Auditor General, He either certifies it
or not, But now in this case, the approval of the Cabinet
mustbe obtained because it says *‘may with the approval
of the Cabinet be taken into account as pensionable service,

Al that needs to be done is to delete the word “may"*
down to *“Cabinet’’ and in place of the word “may"suhsti
“Sh‘u"

Hon, N, W, BOXILL: Mr, Chairman, Imust reply to the
point raised, The jimior member for St, Joseph tries to
point out that the Cabinet would decide on the applications
fﬁm a political point of view, Nothing could be further from

truth,

I would like to say, first of all, that we on this side
cannot accept the amendment for good reasons. Iwould like
to ask members onthe other side if it is because they be-
lieve that we on this side are a bunch of despots or if they
believe that we are a bunch of idiots, The point is that the
words ‘‘with the approval of the Cabinst’* is not put in be-
cause of any political reasons but for the simple reason that
each case must be gone {nto thoro@nybythe Cabinet,

3.55 p.m, )

The reason why the question of the approval of the
Cabinet is mentioned here is not for political reasons, for
the simple reason that if youlook at the Bill, it includes
the parish of St, Joseph, If we wanted to give people some-
thing for political reasons, I.do not think St. Joseph would
qualify, but we do not run.a comntry that way, The people
in St, Joseph are Barbadians like in.any other part of the
Island, We do not rus the country the way other people
used to run it, I cannot mderstand how Barbadians like
those on that side of the Table cancome in here every time
and talk about the thin edge of the wedge, and that demo-
cracy is going through the eddoes, at the same time for-
getting that when they were in power Napoleon Layne better

known as Commissar and Dorian Farrell better known as

Kid Supplickie who were working at the Electric Company
were intimidated and prevented from making a living in
this country until Farrell had to leave his own native land.
Nothing like this has happened since the Democratic
Labour Party with despotic men has come into power. To-
day. you get your own people always trying to bring you
down. in the most lurid, outlandish fashion, I know what I
am talking about, because members on the other side get
up and try to point out that pensions and gratuities will be
granted with the approval of the Cabinet as a political gim-
mick, and that because a fellow comes from St. Joseph

or from a certain part of Christ Chmrch or from Porey
Spring, he is not going to get a pension. All these people
are Barbadians and they are going to get a pension as long
as they qualify; but sometimes you get a borderline case
and you cannot leave a borderline case. Sir GRANTLEY
ADAMS: We speak different languages; so we would not
understand), You would not understand, because I speak
English. I do not understand how- thzycould expect us to do
things for political reasons, Every time somebody comes
in with a Bil, they have to come-with an amendment, but
we are not voting for the amendment because there is ab-
solutely nothing wroing with this Bill; it has no political
taint or touch as former Bills had.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS; I must persist for this rea-
son; you are establishing a principle that the entitlement
of a man for money out of the Treasury depends on the
discretion of politicians. You are passing a Billin which if
a man proves he is entitled he will get a pension, One
atternpt was made, 1 have forgotten by which speaker, but
the last speaker did suggest a borderline case. Who is to
decide a borderline case, politicians or Civil Servants? If
a man proves he has worked for nine years and eleven
months, it is a hard case, and he does not come into the
Act; and to put the temptation in the hands of any Govern-
ment, the Barbados Labour Party or the Democratic Labour
Party, or the possibility of saying youare 2 borderline case
and outside the line but we will give you, is to contradict
what the Legislature says. The Legislature alone and not
the Government is the dispenser of public funds. What you
therefore do now you can do inany Act and say ‘‘subject to
the approvalof the Cabinet**. Youcan say that this Act shall
come into operation on suchand sucha date with the appro-
val of the Cabinet,

I am wondering Mr, Chairman, if the Attorney General
saw this, No Attorney General, certainly not the present
Attorney General, would put a thing like that in an Act
where after you say the conditions under which a man is
entitled to taxpayers’ money, itthenhastogo for approval,
Approval means going all over again, You are saying we
vote some money to **A** which he gets on such and such
conditions; then you say when he qualifies the Cabinet has
to approve, What sort of legislation is that? I appeal to hon.
members whom I seeto see the danger of legislation of this
sort, I appeal to them td forget what the last hon. member
may. hnves;idmdtovoteacoordimtocommonsensemd
their conscience. The hon. member refers to despotic,
Nobody would accuse some members of being despotic; they
listen to a despot
L O Mr, I M, G M. ADAMS: Clurly,Mr. Chairman, cer-
tain hon. members who have spoken have not understqod the
amendment. I listened with great interest to the speech of
the hon. junior member for St, Thomas justas I listened to
the speechof the hon, junior member for Christ Church who
argued strongly in favour of the amendment, and then
came out against it. The hon,. juior member for St.
Thorm,s argued firmly in . both directions came out
one way and then ended up by saying he is not
going. to  vote they way he had argued, In fact 1
suggest to hon, members that that is a fair sunming up of
the hon, funfor member for St, Thomas. We are all con-
cerned to be fair, but nobody seems to have listened to.
what the hon, senior member for Christ Churchsaid. There
are two separateguestions here, Aborderline case can only
arise in respect of proof of qualification, There can be no
borderline entitlement as such, You are either entitled or
you are not, and {f youare entiled it may be a matter where
the proof can convince the persons concerned that you are

-
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emitleﬁ )i you are eﬁntled or-not should be a straightfor-
.ward ‘matter of law: it should not be a matter of approval

by the Cabinet; In effect; what this passage means here is
that a.man who is employed by the Commissioner of High-
ways for St. Michael where the records are well kept gén-

erally speaking, and who can prove he did twenty years of °

service and is now . at the end of his working time, must
await the Cabinet to decide one way or the other, and even

- if he ‘¢an prove beyond any question that he was employed,

he has to get favourable approval of the Cabinet for takmg

those twenty years {nto account,

If hon, members opposite would read the Bill carefluly,
theéy would redlise that this paragraph whichlam now dis-

cusstrig {s'not it itself Foing to give anybody a pension, Ul-
- timately no dout it cap be argued that in any case nobody
i< emitted to a pension, You cannot sue the Government be-

cause it is given by grace and not by law. Nobody expects
to see somethir
man I would hive this as a backstop for somebody who
would sue the Government because they claimed they had
given ten’ years” *sewice ‘to the Government, because the

'Governmant would 'say we do ot have to give a pension

betause ‘it is a question 6f approval, That does not arise
fif thig caise. This clatise deals solely withtaking years into
sccount. If dny hon,“'mémber opposite can get up and show
me that there is no conceivable circumstance which could
arise on. any eonl:eivable _ocgasion where a man has ten
years”of service and yet it will not be right to add ;hat to
his other years of service in the Government, I would not
vote for the amendment, because this is what ‘the question
of approval connotes. I do not believe thatthe electorate 'of
St. Thomas which returned me would have returned the
hon. member who if the point was fought out would not sup-
port our side,

4.05 p.m.

If the hon. member can say *‘all right, this man did
fifteen years' service’® but think of this possibility of so and’
so saying it would not be right for him to get this pension for
these fifteen year$; he is as good as getting a pension for
ten years in the Central Government, If anybody can think
of any circumstances in which a hypothetical case could
be put forward, I would have to agree, but there is no cir-
cumstance in Wthh the approval of the Cabinet could be re-
levant to a case like this. Where a man has proved his case,
entitlement should be automatic, I support the amendment
moved by the hon. junior member for St, Joseph,

The question that the words proposed to be deleted
stand part of the Clause was put and resolve d in the
affirmative.

A division was taken as follows:-

AYES: Hon’bles J. C. TUDOR, ,C.'E. TALMA, G. G.
FERGUSSON, A DaC. EDWARDS, N. W. BOXILL, Messrs.

"LOWE, CORBIN and WEEKES -8,

NOES: Messrs. HINDS, ADAMS, ST. JOHN and Sir
Grantley ADAMS - 4.

The question that Clause 2 stand part of the Bill
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Clauses 3 and 4 were called and passed.

On the motion of Hon. J. C. TUDOR, seconded by
Hon. C. E. TALMA, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing
of the Bill in Committee.

Mr.SPEAKERresumed the Chair and reported accord-
ingly.

On motions of Hon. J. C. TUDOR, secconded by Hon.
C. E. TALMA in each case, the Bill was read a third
time and passed.

PAPERS LAID

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Hon,
and Learned Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and Min-

hlcethatina Bill, and if I were a dranghts- |

ister of External Affairs, | am commanded to lay the fol-
lowing: - .

The Civil Establishment (General) (Amendmenﬂ No. 17,
Order,1967.

* Public Officers Loan and Travelling Alléwances
(Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations, 1967,

_Statement of sums of money paid over to the Accountant
- {General by the Commissioner of Police durmg the
.- quarter ended 31st December, 1966.

GOVERNMEN,‘LNOTI‘ICES

. Hon, J. C, TUDOR;: Mr, Speaker, onbehaif of the Hon.
“and JLearped Prime Minister, Minister of Fipance and
"Minister of External Affairs, I beg to give notice of the
followmg

A Resolunon to.give e,ffect w0 the Civil Estabhshment
(General) (Amendment) (No..7) Order 1967.

. A Bill to provide for the establishment of a fund out
of which the loss of and dnmage to, certain public pro-
perty are to be madg good, certain liabilities incurred
by the Crown in right of its Governmentof this Island
and by certain statitory bodies are to be satisfied and
insurance premiums on certain.public property areto

be paid . .

A Bill tg amend the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic
Act, 1937,

" A Bill to amend the Highway Act, 1900,

Hon, J, C, TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, on my own behalf, I
beg to give notice of a Bill to validate certain marriage
licences issued during the period 27th March, 1967 to Tth
April, 1967.

Hon, N, W, BOXILL: Mr, Speaker, Ibegto give notice
of the folliwng Resolutions: _

A Resolution to approve the lease to Quarry Products
Ltd., of a parcel of 1and at Bagatelle, St. Thomas for
the operation of a quarry thereat,

A Resolution to give effect to the Motor Vehicles and
Road Traffic (Amendment) Regulations, 1967.
4,15 p.m,

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On the motion of Hon. . C. TUDOR;
Hon. C. E. TALMA,
licences issued during the period 27th March, 1967, to
7th April, 1967, was read a first time.,

seconded by

the Bill to validate certain marriage

On motion of Hon. J. C. TUDOR, seconded by Hon.
C. E. TALMA, the Bill to provide for the e stablishment
of a fund out of which the loss of, and damage to, certain
public property are to be made good, certain liabilities
incurred by the Crown in right of its Go vemment of this
Island and by certain statutory bodies are to be satisfied
and insurance premiums on certain public property are to

be paid was read a first time.

On motion of Hon. J. C. TUDOR, seconded by Hon.
C. E. TALMA, the Bill to amend the Motor Vehicles and
Road Traffic Act, 1937, was read a first time.

On motion of Hon. J. C. TUDOR, seconded by Hon.
C. E. TALMA, the Bill to amend the Highwuv Act, 1900
was read a first time.

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, that concludes Gov-
ernment Business for today,
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Mr., J. M, G,M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point
of order, It relates to the Regulations whichhave been made
to the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Regulations. The

Hon., Leader of the House has just given notice of a Reso-

lution to give effect to them,

I rise to say that very often we on this side are asked
to agree to the passing of amended regulations and we do
not see the regulations which they amend. There is no
marginal note giving the L N, that can direct you to the
Regulations.

I am asking the Hon, Leader of the House if he would
be s0 good enough to have this done in such a way that in
the future any Regulations or such matters with which we
. are asked to agree, that hon. members may be able to re-

fer to the particular Regulation,

Mr, SPEAKER; I do consider this to be substantially
a point of elucidation, I perfectly disagree thatit is a point
of order.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I wonder ifthe hon. senior member
for St. Thomas would allow me to draw this matter to the
attention of the Hon, Attorney General,

Mr, SPEAKER: I doubt very much thatthehon. senior
member for St, Thomas wonld be able to prevent the Hon,
Leader of the House from drawing ittothe atnention of the
Hon, Attorney General,

Hon, J. C., TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, hon, members will
notice that I have given notice and moved the first reading
of a Bill to amend the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act,
1937, and a Bill to amend the Highway Act, 1900,

I think they will notice from the nature of these Bills
that they will have to be dealt with fairly soon,

We on this side of the House have no intention of ad-
journing the House until a further date withomt first in-
forming the Hon Leader of the Opposition and he has in-
timated to me that he has no objection to my motion which
I will now put for the adjournment of the House umtil
Thursday next.

Mr. Speaker, I therefore now beg to move that this
House do now stand adjourn unt{l Thursday, 25thMay, 1967,
at 2,30 p.m,

I had also earlier in today’s Sitting intimated to the
hon, senior member for Christ Church that on the com-
pletion of Government Business I was going to move that
Private Members Business be then dealt with. Since then
I have intimated to him why Iamunable to do it but he can
be assured that next Thursday we will deal with Private
Members Business.

Hon, C. E, TALMA: 1 beg to second that,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, I would like to
thank the Hon, Leader of the House for trying to approach
me asking whether we would agree to meeting next Thurs-
day, Iam always willing to accammodate the Government
if the Govemment Ministers are willing to notify us.

Hon. J, C, TUDOR: Iamghdnolenmthatﬂnhon.

member is now willing to recognize members of the Gov-
ernment,

The question that the House do now stand adjourn until
Thursday, 25tk May, 1967, at 2.30 o’clock p.m., was put

and resolved in the affirmative without division.
Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House ac;:ordingly.

4,25 p.m,
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