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g

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Thursday, 25th May, 1967.
Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 2,30 p,m, o'clock today,

PRESENT

His Honour J, E. T. BRANCKER, Q.C., F.Z.S.,
(Spedker); Hon. C. E. TALMA, (Minister of Health and
Commumt) Development), Hon. J. C. TUDOR, MA.,
(Mr.mster of Educauon), Mr. J. W. CORBIN; Hon. G. G.
FERGUSSON, (Minister of Trade, Tourism, Co-operatives
and Fisheries); Mr. R. ST.C. WEEKES, J.P.; Mr. W. R.
LOWE; _Mr. J. B, YEARWOOD,

(Chairfn_an of Commjt--
tees j; Mr. C.-A.-E. HOPPIN, J.P. ;

Prayers were read,

MINUTES

© Mr, SPEAKER: f am afraid there are no Minutes avail-
able for confirmation today,
-.Hon, A. DaG. EDWARDS, Mr. j. M. G. M. ADAMS,
Mr. St. JOHN and Mr HINDS entered the Chamber and took
their seats,

QUESTIONS

Mr, 'SPEAKER; There is a question standing in the
name of the hon, junior member for St. J oseph whom 1.ob-
serve is not in his place, There is also a question standing
in the name of the hon, senior member for St, Joseph whom
also I do not observe in his place.

" Hon. N. W..BOXILL and Mr. HUSBANDS entered the
Chamber and took their seats,

QUESTION re PLO'I'TING GRAPHS AND
‘ PRODUCTION RECORDS '

Mr, HINDS: Mr, Speaker 1 begtogwenotioeofttz
following quastion'-

To 'eoquire of the apbropriate Minister:-

1 Is Government aware of the importance of plot-
ting graphs and keeping production-records inawell regu-
1ated dairy or milk-producing farm? »

2, Is the Governmient's Livestock Farm at the
Pine, St. Michael or part thereof, operated as a dairy as
described at 17

8, i No, 2is in the affirmative have figures sup-
plies for records of milk-production or other purposes at
the said Livestock Station been found at all times to be
based on absolute accuracy, or have they been found to be
ﬁmﬁaus’

4, If fxcuﬁdus figures have been subphed what at-.
tempts . have been made to determine the cause for in-
accuracxes" .

QUESTION re EXAMINATION RESULTS

Mr, HINDS: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to give notice of the
following question:-

'To'en'quire of the appropi'iate Minister:-

1, How many, pupils from Harrison College?Queen's
College, Lodge School and Combermere School were suc-
cessful innofewer than five (5) subjects at **'0** level in the
year (a) 1965, (b) 19667

2, How many pupils from the remaining Govern-
ment Secopdary or. other schools were successful in no
fewer than five (5) subjects at *“O’’ level in the year (a)
1965, (b) 19667

3.  How many pupils from Independent Secondary
Schools were successful in-no fewer than five (5) subjects
at O level in the year (a) 1965, (b) 19662

Mr. SMITH and Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS entered the
Chamber and took their seats.

QUESTION RE INCONVENIENCE TO INVITEES
AT GARRISON

Mr. SMITH Mr Speaker, I begto clvc potice of the
f‘ﬂbm Question: -

To enquire of the Appropriate M’;;i;;ter: -

1. Is Government aware of the inconvenience and
embarrassment caused to some of the invitees atthe Gar-
rison Pasture on the occasion of the Official|celebration
of the Birthday of Her. Majestythe Queenon the 24th day of
April, 1967, by capsing them to sit on the very cold and
cement sgats without ‘something to sit ox; by way.of a
cushmn to cushion the cold?

2. Does. Govemment know tlnt such cushions. were
provxded and placed on the said oemmd seatsfor the
convenience of Senitors and other dignifaries, and npt for

. members of the Honourable House of Assemblyor others?

'3, If the answers tothe 4bove are in the gfﬁrmmve
will Government state the reasons for suchdiscrimlmtory
and unfair treatment? .

Mr. SPEAKER: There is another question standing in
the name of the hon, junior member for St. Peter which he
may put if he so desires,




QUESTION re RATIO OF GRADUATES TO PUPILS

Mr, HINDS: Mr, Speaker, I beg to give notice of the
following question:-

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:-

What is the ratio of graduates to pupils in Harrison
College, Queen's, I.odge and Combermere?

2. What is the ratio of graduates to pupils in (a) the
remaining Government Secondary or other Schools, (b)
Independent Schools?

Mr, SPEAKER: There is a question inthenarne of the
Hon, and Learned member for St, Joseph, ;

QUESTION re GOVERNMENT's POLICY
TOWARDS ALLIGNMENT-- -~

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Speaker 1 beg to give

notice of the following question:-
To enquire of the Hon, Prime Minister:

What is the Government's policy towards (a) alignment
(b) non-alignment with the countries commonly called
East and West in the current cold war between them?

QUESTION re GOVERNMENT's POLICY
TOWARDS LL.0,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, I beg to give
notice of the following question: -

What is the Government's policy towards membership
in the Imernational Labour Organisation"

Is the Government aware that its annual conference
takes place next month"

Mr., SPEAKER: Ihave no record of any other queries
which have been tabled.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon, J. C, TUDOR; Mr, Speaker, I beg to move that
Standing Orders Nos, 5, 14, 16, 18, 19, 40 and 45 be sus-
pended for the remamder of today s sitting.

Hon, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,

Mr, SPEAKER: I am sure that hon, members will not
think it amiss if on behalf of myself and themselves I wel-
come back the Chairman of Committees as well as the
representatives of this House of the C,P.A, Mission to
Grand Cayman Islands, the hon, senior member for St
Joseph and the bon. senior member for St. Philip.

GOVEm\IMENT BUSINESS

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Speaker you will remember

that when last we met [had giventhe: \mdemking to, the hon, .

senior ‘member for Christ CMirch that Private Mémbers
Business would be done, and I am adhering to this because
I understand the Item which stands under his name can be
disposed of, T would suggest that we do the three Items of
Government Business flrst, and then proeeed o Private
Members' Business )

Under the circumstanoes Ibeg to move that Government
Business be now taken, .

Hon, C, E, TALMA: 1 beg to second that,

‘The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division. '

Hon, J, C, TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move that
Order No, 3 be the first item of the day under Government
Business,
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Hon, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

The guestion was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,

2,55 p.m,

RESOLUTION TO GIVE EFFECT TO MOTOR VEHICLES
AND ROAD TRAFFIC (AMERDMENT)
REGULATIONS, 1967

Mr, SPEAKER: Order No. 3 stands in the name of the
Hon, Minister of Communications and Works:- To move
the passing of the following Resohtion: -

- A Resolition to give effect to the Motor Vehicles and
Road Traffic (Amendment) Regulations, 1967,

Hon, N, W, BOXILL: Mr, Spedker, as the Addendum =

to this Resolution sets out, the Regulations entitled the

Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic (Amendment) Regulations,. ...
1967 have been laid in the Legislature, The Regulations

provide for the following increases in the fees payable in
respect of licences, driving tests and inspections of vehi-
cles. As hon, members w111 see, the fee for a drivingest
before was $2,00 and we propose to bring it up to $5,00,
A driving licence and conductor’s licence fee was $1,%0
and we are bringing that also up to $5,00, The fee for 2
duplicate licence is to be increased from 24c to $1.00;the
fee for a duplicate badge from 60c to $1.00; the fee for
inspection of & vehicle from $2.40 to $5,00; and for the re-
inspection if rejected and for a certiﬁcate of fltness the
fee is to be increased from $1,20 to $2,00,

As hon, members on the other side are quite aware,
these Regulations were in effect for quite a long time and
everything has gone up. The standard of living has gone up,
Everybody gets more wages and sometimes irresponsible
people get hold of licences, This is not to deter youngsters,
bt we, on this side of the House, feel that the time has
come when people who went to have the facility of driving
cars or other vehicles should pay something more tangible
than what they are paying now. For instance, formerly the
licence fee was $1,20,Now 8 man has a licence and,as I have
always said,this feeis givinghima licence for a whole yesr
to kfll people. I say that because if the driver of a vehicle
gets into an accident, he may kill somebody or something
like that, and the first thing the police will ask him is this:
‘‘Have you got a driver's licence?'* He will produce his
licence, it is in order and itis quite all right; but if he has
not got a licence, people will say: ‘‘Imagine he has killed
somebody and he has not got a licence, 't That completely
puts the case against him from the beginning A licence
fee was $1.20 before. I have been trying to work it out and it
comes to one cent for a few days, We are now asking that.
that licence fee be $5,00,1f youweretodivide $5,00 by 365,
you will get 1. something, We aregiving a man the option to
drive a vehicle for a wholéysar atlegs than a penny a day.
You go to any of the other small islands and you will find
that you have to pay a fee of $5,00, In Trinidad, you have to
pay a lot more for these tests, We, on this side of the
House, do nqt fee] that, as willbe said or suggested by the
other side, becauge wé have the numbers that is why we do
so and so, Almosteverybody inthe country - I am sure that
the members of the Opposition - even if they say anything
against the Resolution - 1 am sure thatthey themselves feel
that this is a measure whichis longoverdue, It i not fair
that people should be allowed to pay this fee of $1,20 now-
adays. That {s nothing nowadays, All the members of the
Opposition are licenced drivers and sometimes the way
in which some of these youngsters, who got their licences
this morning try to show off to their girl friends how
pretty they can drive, take any number of unnecessary’
chances, This fee will not deter them from taking these
chances but it will make it harder for these young people

to' acquire this $5.00 then they can acquire $,1.20,

Mr. Speaker, you canalmost begfor adollar, We are
faced with serious problems of road accidents and if you
were to look at the number of people who are getting into’
these accidents, you will find that these are people who
have ‘acquired lioenees within less than five years ago. A
lot of youngsters get motor cycle licences and they seem
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to think that these motor cycles are jetplanes, it even the
jet planes must slow down, These yotngsters sucoeed in
getting thefr licences and they start at once to prove how
pretty. they can ride, As -a result of that, many people
get some pangs - because when they hear that there:1s an
accident, they think that a member of their:family is in-
volved, I am quite willing to answer any question which the
hon. member may ask, but the obfect of this irncéreased
fee of $5.00 is not to-deter people from driving, We have
some of the finest roads.in the West Indies; Every day 1
am getting: requests from-members of the Opposition ask-
ing when we will repair this road and when we will put'a
light here and a road there,

3. 05 p.m,

The members of the Opposition must know that you
must have money te run the country and, therefore, if you
must have -a road here and a road thcre, you nmst ‘have
money to pay for it, You are also getting more life ot of
your car, All the members of the Opposition who have been
to the United States, particularly those who have been to’
New York know that if they drive in a taxi from:New York
to. Brooklyn, when you get to Brooklyn, the tax{ driver ask
if you have a 25 cents piece because they haveto piy-s
toll of 25 cemts to pass over the bridge, Youhavetopaya
nickel as a toll to pass over the bridge

We are aware that there {sanumber of people who are.
desirous of driving and it is a good thing, We do not want
to- stop anybody from driving, We have increased the cost
of .a permit from $2 to $5 as well as the cost of a-driving
licence, We are asking you topaylessthan 2 cents: per day
to drive,

Mr, Spesaker, I know members on the opposite' side
want to say something and Ishallgive them a chance to say
how long it is that this increase was overdue.

I beg to move that the Resolution do now pass

. Hon. G, G, FERGUSSON: I beg to:second that

Mr SMITH Mr, Speaker, I know the members on the»

other side of the House want us to join with them in saying
that this matter is long overdue, It appears to me-that he
has to talk of being long overdueto members over here be-
cause he is afraid of members over here, Almost every-
thing he said he referred to members over here, Why is
he afraid today of membersover here and not before"

I would agree with him that we have got today better
and we want more roads. We have to spend more today and
we have to get more money hut, Sir, I want him also'to un-

derstand that we can spend the money too lavishly, i we -

spend it too. badly, it is. better that we do mot have it, In
other words, if we waste it. itis better that we de not have
it st all,

Now, Sir, you paid $2 for a:-driving,test'md:it is\prb-
posed now that youpay $5, I passed those days already when
you had to Jearn to drive, In those days we did not have to
pay, 1did not have to pay. Today we have to pay as high as
$60 and $70 to learn to drive, As I have said, in my day I
did not havetopayto Jearntodrive, Perhaps, it may be that
the people of that day had more brains, You did:not have to
ask people to teach you how to learn to drive,

Sir, these things sound small, but littlethings mean &
Iot. to some people. When you are increasing taxation, you

must hwe some method. Youhaveto arriveat a percemtage -
basis; you cannot just say that there are 365 days in a year.

and this increase ig less than twocentsa day. You have to
arrive at s percentage basis. You cannet saythat.it has been

increased from $2 to $5. You have to leave that for people:

who did not go to school. At the head of your Government
you have an Economist. This Government is more fortunate
than.the one before, This Government now has someone who
can get seven cents out of six cents, That is the difference
between the two Governments, You just cannot come here
and gay that you have increased this tax from $2 to $5 and
that {s less than 2 cents a day, It is not fair to the people
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whom You are calling upon now topay this increase just to
say that this tax is now put at $5 and that is less than 2
cents a day. It looks as if the Minister is now guessing.

Hon, N, W, BOXILL: Mr, Spesker, I rise on a point of
order, I never said in my speech anything about gnessing,

Mr, SPEAKER: That is a point of elucidation, that is
not & point of order.

Mr. SMITH: Mr, Speaker, that is something small, The
Hon, Minister spoke something about driving licence in-
creased fromn $1.20 to $5,00 and said something about there
are 365 days in a year and that means that you pay some-
thing less than 2 cents a day for a licence, That is why 1
said that he must have been guessing, I do not want to say
things which he did not say, I believe that he should have
some sort of figures dealing with this matter in front of
him, I dare suppose that ithas been worked out. Of course,
he cannot be blamed for this, all these things should be
given to him,
3.15p.m,

1 feel that the Minister should have infront of him the
figures which the people worked out; sohe is not ta blame
if he does not have them. This was given to him just as it
was given to me on this bit of paper, but he should not ac-
cept it in this way knowing thathisgood friend on this side
would ask these questions. (Hon, N, W, BOXILL: It is sim-
ple.) The hon. member says it is simple, and I would not

o any further; but some people callagun simple too, How-
ever, I am still saying that it is not fair to the people who
have been called upon to pay this large increase at the
moment, Iamnot saying that it is too much, but I am saying
it is not fair when the Mmister cannot point out what the
extra revenie will be when we make the increase from
$2.00 to $5.00, That is how Iwould have expected the Minis-
ter to put it before the House, The same thing would apply
to driving tests increased from $2.00 to $5,00 and driving
licences and conductors’ licences increased from $1,20
to $5,00, The Minister has left me in the dark as I do not
know what will be the revenue from these increases, Com-
paratively speaking, they may be fleecing these people al-
though I am not in a position to say that now. I know that
the Minister will agree withme that we should have figures
in front of us giving the estimated revenue and not just
setting out the increases,

The Minister knows that 1 do not have one ignorant
elector in St. Joseph; every one of them has sense and
brains and they pose these questions at me, and they are
not -going to treat me :like sn idiot when I'am in here, I
should therefore have my facts to be able to answer them
as they expect,but in this case I cannot say one word. That
is not good enough, I do not know who is responsible for
preparing this, but I can only blame the Minister at this
moment because he is an intélligent man, Infact, I'believe
so; and if I were s Minister, no Pérmanent Secretary would
put this in front of me ‘and ask me to put this before the
House of Assembly iri this condition, Iwould ask him to let
me know how much would be the increase and what the
Governmierit stood to benefit from the increases, First of
all, Ishould know how many driving tests were made for the -
last five years or the last year, how many driving licences
were issued, how many duplicate licences and duplicate
badges had been issued and the mimber of inspections of
vehicles rraide. All this could be obtained quite easily and
should be before us, The people inSt, Thomas have brains
too, and T hope they will posethese questiornis to the Minis-
ter when he goes there, sithough he knows how to make Hs
replies wp there, When he niikes a reply it goes down with
a laugh, but there will not be a1l langhitig this time. We are
out for business and you cannot be fléecing people, Ido not
know if we are asking these peopile to pay too much or too
little, but taking it on its face valus; any intelligent person
looking at this paper would tell youthatthe increases look
tgio large They may not be but we have not been told any-
thing,

Mr. Speaker, 1 would not be surprised if when the
Minister gets up to reply he hasthe figures, but it would be
unfair to me to allow me to be on my legs all the time




talkingrather than g up.and askingme to give way and
give the figures, There is slackness and negligence some-
where, I do not know where to lay the blame, bat it is not
good enough for the Opposition, It is notgood enongh for me
to be given these figures without being in 2 position to know
what will be the estimated {pcrease in revenue, In the ab-
sence of that, you leave it to me to tell this Govern-
ment or the people that it is too much, In the absence
of these figures I am saying that to increase a licence
from $1,20 to $5.00 i{s too much, because the Minister
must understand that there are some chauffeurs who only
work for three or four months during the crop, and after
what the Hon, Prime Minister of this country wants to
eliminate is finished, the lorries are put in garages and

the drivers have to walk up and down and cannot get a job,

Some of them do not get a job until the crop starts again,
and we have to take allthese things into consideration, The
increase from $1,20 to $5.00 is only $3.80 cents, but that
can throw some big mendown about twelve times to get at a
certain time of the year, After the canes have been cut,
they are out of work, What do you think will happen when
ther: are no canes? The bills will have to be used on some-
thing else,

3.25 p.m,

We have got to take everything into consideration, I
am not criticising this Resolution just because I have a
mouth, As I have already said, we havegot to run the coun-
try and we have to get money to do that, and everything is
going up. When you are independent you have to pay for i,
When you are dependent people will hive sympathy for you,
but when you are independent ‘you have to pay for it par-
ticularly when you are still dependent. That is where inde-
pendence is starting and this isonly the smoke, I am telling
the Hon. Minister that the péople are very unhappy today in
wanting to know what is gofng to happen, I stopped at my
gasolene station just now and a man asked me if the cost
of gasolene is going up, I'said:Tdo not know, wait and see,
The people are very unhappy about this taxation When they
héar about the increase in the nghway Licence, in fact a
man told fne yesterday that the tax on that will be $400,
T am only saying what {s going around, You cannot stop peo-
ple from saying that, but I hope that when the Government
is coming - I said lasttime that the Black Box had death in
it, but 1 hope it will be free from anything like that; I hope
they will not bring murder in it this time,

I know that we have to pay for mdependence but in this

Resolution, I am not satisfied with the way in which it has -

been presented here today without letting us know the facts,
That has been done purposely, The Government had time
enough to bring it down if it is straight forward. We do not
know what is the estimated-amount that we are passing here
today, I do not know if, inagreeingto this, 1 will be killing
my people.or saving them financially, The majority of these
people are middle-class pecple although I may say that
there are no middle-class. peopletoday; if youare not rich,
then you -are poor, However,-the majority of people can

hardly stand these increases, Althoughthe people may not

be able 10 measure uptothese things, the country will have
to be run, I would notlike itto go altogether, Hearing how. -

this money is being frittered away, and what is happening,
how much one cheque is going into one's pocket from the
taxpayer's money, we are bound to be unhappy, We may be
levying this tax today to go into,somehody else's pocket or
to reimburse what has -already gone into other people's
pockets, Do not misunderstand me, Mr, Speaker; we may be
trying to save ourselves pow. to stave off what has been

done already, or we may be tryingtoget back home before
the detective catches us, I do not know.what is happening,
but all is not well, I sincerely hope that this Government

will see to.it that whenthey comedown with these tax pro- -

posals, the money {s rightly spent, Ihope they will try and
put in charge people whom: they can really trust with the
taxpayers money. Do not let them put people to get one vote
and then that vote costs the Island $3,000 or $4,000,

Mr, SPEAKER: | amr afraid that the hon, member is
going somewhat far beyond the confines of this Resolution,

Mr, SMITH; Yes, Sir, it may be so, but you want to
try to make things plain, This isa money Resolntion. (Hon,
N, W, H)XILL- No, it is mt)&

Mr, SPEAKER: ItiamtnmmyResolutioninthe
sense of 4 money Resol\tlon. o

- Mr, SMITH: 1 would not argue vith Your Hahour fm'
one moment, When this Resohution is msed it will he
money going into the Treasury, - :

Mr, SPEAKER:\ It is not a money Resohttion in the
Parliamentary sense; it is & money Resolution in the re-
stricted sense, (AN ASIDE )1 hear avoice, I wonder where
it is coming.from, Thope that theinn. member s collugnes
are not thinking aloud,

Mr, SMITH: The Hon. Minister has referred to tlt
road accidents which are taking place and he makes me be-
lieve that it isbecause of the young sauce-boxes as:the old
people would say, but we will say the teenagers, The Hon,
Minister said- that the young people are responsible’ for
these accidents, but he also said that making the licence
fee $5.00 will not prevent these accidents, That is true, "
If you make the licence fee :£1,000,that would not prevent
these accidents, The Hon, Minister also said thatthe people
who- got licences less than five yearsago are the ones who
are giving trouble, He also said-thatthe motor car springs
do not break as they used to break before, and the car tyres
do not wear out as before, That may happen with the Min-~.
ister because he does not keep his car for so long that the
tyres wear out, That will not happen to me. I have to wait
until people are finished withtheir cars and try to make
new ones out of them. I will tell the Minister that the car
tyres are still going and the springs are still being brolen,
The Government is doing its part by providing good roads
bt the owners of the cars do not have the money to put bn
the tyres, and they are still nmning on paper bags. To:
supply four tyres for an ordinary car today will cost not
less than $100,00 and with the tubes you may run into
$200.00, Imagine a man having to pay house rent snd
school fees for his children! Because all the children are
not yet getting free education,

3.35 p.m, :

The ones that have to pay have to pay for other things
and they are paying through their noses, The school fees
which they have to pay for their children are very high,
something between thirty and forty dollars a term, Now
they have to pay an extra $3,00for drivers’ ltcence so you
can clearly see what is going to happen with-them now,
There are some people walking the road today and when'
you ask them how they feel, they say that they are feeling
alright but in truth and in fact, they are catching H.E, two
sticks, It must cost thern more,

. Mr, Speaker, I would move that this Resolution be :

postponed only because the Honh, Minister shonld come in

here next Tuesday and-tell us something about it, He should

let s know what is the estimated revenue that Governmert:

_expects to get from these increases, 1know, however, that'
it would be & waste of time to do this becnuse numbers -

mean a lot. Ifthe Minister wants todo justice to himself, he
would agree to the motion for ths postponement so tblt he

would be able to let us know what this increased taxation

means. Let us know the amount of revernue yon expect to get-
from it. By doing it this way, we are sailing on the deep:

blue sea, You should not just leave us in the dark because
I personally cannot: answer anybody now, This is only-a -

sm:llcmebutthebigoneis leﬁbehtnd-t}ebigmeisleﬁ';

back for the last,

Mr, HINDS: Mr, Speaker, I have listened tothe speech
by the Hon, Minister on this Resolution and what most in~
terested me was his reference to irresponsiblié youngsters

who -can still get licences, What does ‘thie Hon. Miister”
mean by {rregponsible youngsters? I Hopé hé uhderstands

that these irresponsible youngsters get these licences from

the Police, therefore lis remark is an indictment agninst .

tbePolice
Whn I really think is necessary 1sﬂmyouneedto

have a Licensing Authority so as to relieve the Poltce' -
from the duties of having to issue these licences, Atthe
present moment we have quite & mmber of accidents and
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they have reached an alarming proportion. That iz 'why we
feel that the:available policemen stould beplaced iit & posi-
tion where they can assist wharever possible persons who

are-driving dlong the streets and lerthe lcensing dvthority
see witabowpeoplewhowumnmeeem!m:xgsufthn

sort, It would relfeve at least 30 polioemen thiat sl with'
renewal ofdriv!mnunces md thelﬂc This is the typebf'

d:inswemed

. Now Str wehnve beforeusﬂeserates A drivmgtest
presemly costim $2 is: to cost $5inJune, I'sm saying that
no.driver’s licence whichis going to cost-$5:00 {s going to

hinder anybody from having a test, Ithink ! heard theHon,

Minister state that they do not intend to hinder: anybody from
having a driving licence, but what we say is that wién the
Government has stepped up a driving test ijom $2 to 35,
. it has caused us to feel that the Goverrimerit is inra des-

perate need for money, We feel that: somem{ng between 2

nnd L] should have been flxed

Wz are sware that there are Mmerexses i muv!ng :
costin*everything under the sun but that does ot Justify

the.Government in coming here today toaskus o lnerense
this licence from $2 to $5.

'I'hey have increased a Driver and Conductor licence
fee from $1,20 to $5. We have many a conductor and many
a driver in this Island who have been walking up and’ down
and going from place to place trying his best to do ‘a1l sorts
of odd jobs in order to raise the money to bity a licence.
They are trying their hands at every thing so that they can’

get - enough to get this licence, The increase in this fee '

means that the concessionaires would have to pay more be-
cause these drivers and conductors are going to ask for
increased wages, When they get increased wages, it ineans

that bus fares would have to go up and in the end- if reans*

that the people who drive in the buses would have to pay
something more,
3.45p.m.

When you pay these increases, it means that bus fares
will eventually have to go up, and the people who drive on
the bses will be the ones who inthe long ruti will be paying
the increase which we are asked to vote for today, As soon
as you have to step up the priceof a driver's licenice from
$1.20 to $5.00, it is going to end in increased bus fares.
There are other increases which ¢an be and ought to be
criticised, ‘but there is not much criticism which wﬂl an-
swer the test here this nfmrnoon. :

. Getting btck to this question of the test wlnch cost $2‘
and will now go to 35, I would say that what we do need in

this Island are competent instructors to teach people how

to drive, We see quite & number of people who hold licences
which are issued by-the Police, and a5 soon as a pérson
holds a licence, he feels that he possesses a certain com-

petence to teach-somebody else to drive, It ouglt to-be so,

but teaching somebody to drive requires a special apmmé,

some special knowledge, and above all; a knowledge of the

Highway Code and an appreciation for other persons using -
the road. There is a lot thatcanbe said onmts “but we se& -

the plight of the Hon, Minister in this matrer,

To come to the question of a. oonductor or-driver who
might -Jose his badge, formerly he got a dtplicaté Heance
for twenty-four cents, but he has tw find $1.00 how: The
" duplicate. badge was formerly 60 cents and is now $1.00,
We: are-willing to admit that there {s & piece of metal in-

volved: in:the case of the badge, and it mmwwfsofmming,‘

but.we feelithat in view of the fact that these badgss are -
ordered in bulk, the Minister cannot make outa case:to jus-
tify the increase from 60 cents to $1,00 just to have the
smmmnerals painted thereon,

ws:h respectto the inspectionof vehicles, Ido not

than it did one, two or three years ago. The Department of

Highways migit have installed better squipment to facili-
tate and expedite inspections, but the. Department has got:
to bcetudwd whether you had 1,000 ori10,000 vehicles
to inspect, It

require; so when vehicle owners are now being told that

had to be equipped as-the year 1987 wonld -

they will have to'pay a 50 percent increase on present in-

‘spection Fates, it is mothing of thé kind, You are taking them

from$240m$890 &nd I am sitre that there is some-
whére inbetwunsew and 85,00thatthe Minister ought to
have fmmathtbébu‘!dsaﬁ!lyhve snchored himself and
get his tectease and #i(1 have sifthe vehicle owness feel-
ing .l lnﬂe more comfomb!ein mind,

g eonclusion, I will saythatwehxvegottodo a1l we
can to reduce accidents, but I see nothing in this Resolution
tlus aftemoon which nells me that ithas as its object, pur-

of acc‘ld‘cut& ve are pres%ntly hvlng in Barb&dos

; Mr HLEBANDS- Mr, Speaker, 1 regret 1 did not hear
all that the Minister said in his opening rernarks relative
to this Reésolution, but what I did hear him say really did
not- €otiince ‘me that I $hould vote in favéur of it, The
MifikstéF was at pains to make references tothe young and
i#pesposisible drivers of today who are the main canse of
the majority of accidents ‘on the road. I'cannot see how by
increasing these schedules thit is going to mirimize the
number-of road acéfdefits, nor ﬂ‘o Iseriouslythmk that the
Mmister beneves that ni“mself

Hon, N W, BOXILL: Mr, Speaker on a point of eluci-
dhﬁon, 1 specifically said that the $5,00 will not deter the
youngsters from gétting a driver's-licence; but I said it
would make it & little bit more difficalt’ than‘the $1.20.

Mr, SPEAKER: Point duly elucidated,

Mr. HUSBANDS: The Minister said that he only said
that it will make it a bit more difficult for the irrespon-
sible drivers who are the main causes of the high number
of dccidents. Now I am in a difficult position today, I am
being dsked to give my assént or-dissent to certain regu-
lations and the amendment to Bills, all purely having the
same reason,- taxation,” and Iam going to make 2 modest
speech now, and 1do not think I'am - going to speak again
for the rest of the day, because after what I amgoing to
say now, if I speak on two%ubsequent occasions on the two
amendrnents to Bills, Iwill be repeating myself and it would
be a waste of time. Whn‘t the Minister wanted to say is that
we have good roads in BatbBados, we have a lot of roads to
maintain, we have to provide access roads and the Minister
knows also that I put some questions to him on that score
not so very long ago. The access roads in the rural dis-
tricts are not provided, and when provided are unkempt,
It {5 true at least in St, Peter,
3.5b p,

If the Mmismr Says we needmoney of course we need
money and {h order to get moneyyou have to pay taxes, and
it may be you have topayincreased taxes, However, this is
what I foresee. I -will fiot talK on the amendments to the
other Bills now;- Anybody will see that when the Schedules
to the other Bills are read, a Iot more money will be raised
than what Ithink is necessary. A lot of money is being ashed
for and it will be asked for subsequently very soon from
now, A lot of five-dollar increases will be asked for, It is
my opinion that we are asking for tob nnich now. We are
asking for much more than is nécessary, We will ¢ollect a
lot of money when these Must;rgs are passed.

Mr, Spesker, let me deal with this Resolution which is
before us now, The feefor adriving test is being increased
from $2,00 to $5.00. The fee for a driving Hcence or a
conductor’s licence is being increased from $1.20to0 $5.00,
The fee for a duplicate badge is increased from 60 cents
to "$1,00:- Forﬂaeinspecﬁanofavehtk,thefeebnbeen
increéaséd from $2.40'tc $5,00°and for re-inspection ff re-

- jected and:certificate of ﬁmess the feeh:sbeenincrused

from$120to$200

-On paper these increases do fot look extravagant, To
some people, an ‘ncrease of $3,00 will be a lot of money
when they apply for licences; to some people whom I know
well, i’ will mean quite’a’ lot. We have been told that the
fess for these licences ‘&ré long on , thiatthis Sche-
duls has been so long outdranding that it {s time to come
for a move up, but at leastthere must be some proportion.




In my opinion, looking atthe matter fromthe whole point of
view, the grand total collected will - be a lot of money, I Jook
forvurd to having my tenaptry roads repaired, and other
hon, members are looldngforwudtotlnusweu. As to the
number of people who apply.for licences, well, I would be
out of order to include what I can include in & subsequent
speech, However, sir, as I bave said, a lot more money is
going to be extracted from those who own and drive motor
vehicles than isnecessary, Thatis mysmnllobservatlon on
this Bi11, :

. Mr. HOPPIN:; Mr..smker.thesenewpropo;gd feesm
in conformity with rates obtaining.in other countries, At
present it would appear, or we would expect the Opposition
to put up a big debate and say that the Government has {n-
creased these fees tremendously. I know that insome coun-
tries, especially the one inwhichThave lived for ten years,
in order to obtain a driver’s licence, youhave to pay much
more than 35,00 for a test andeverytime you fail the test,
the fee is also increased, Idonot see anything wrong in the
Government bringing these fees up to standard, Everybody
has realised that the fee for the renewal of licences stood
at $1.20 for years. Since the fee has been raisedto $5.00,
I have heard the hon, senior member for St. Joseph.com-
plain about the chauffeurs, but we all know that these
chauffeurs are in some kind of affiliation with the Union and
year by year they are demanding increases, Ido not see that
if their licence is regarded as their hoe and basket, why
they cannot pay this increased fee for their. licence, There
is no reason why the hon, senior member for St, Joseph
wanted to know how many licences they are and how much
money the Government is going to receive from this in-
crease,

Mr. Speaker, there is a need for money, As the Hon,
Minister has said, we have good roads, we want to give
better roads, and as the last speaker has Just said, the
access roads in the rural districts sreexpected to l:e done
and maintained, In order to get these things done, I do not
see that these increases are extravagant atall, As regards
making a point about the driving test, Ido fee! that it should
be a bit more rigid, I realise that recently accidents have
been on the increase daily, involving youngsters as well as
old people, and I do feel that if more rigid tests had been
meted out to some of these people who are desirous of
getting these licences, they would at all times try to drive
a bit safer,

4,05 p.m,

We are in the hope that Barbados having become a na-
tion would live up to the standard as is expected of all the
young nations and I believe that this increase in taxation
would in no way cause the peopleto make any fuss because
they are demanding increased standards from the Govern-
ment so that they can have better roads and if the Gov-
ernment has taken it for granted that there should be an in~
crease in these things, if the Government has increased the
rates this tax from 32 to $5, 1do not think that it is extra-
vagant, Do not expectthatthe rates whichwere in existence
would continue for all times,

With these few remarks, I wish to say that I do agree
to these new proposed. rates, :

Mr, CORBIN: Mr. Speaker,

Mr. SPEAKER: My eye caught the l-bn. Leader of the
Opposition first,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS Mr Speaker, 1 shallbeshort
in my speech becamwhatumnded:osay has really been
said by other speakers, Along with that the Hon, Minister
concerned, is not. at present in his place, By a recent mea-.
sure which was passed by the House, the Government has
shown that the paying out of money from the Treasury may
?:e:onemdthenﬂnycmconnheremdhvenremmr-

What I want o sayisthis. Inprevious years, the police
accepted applications for the renewsl of licences duringthe. .

month ofMaydurlmtburﬂcMyurmdtbm is nothing

to prevent a man from renewing his licence from the 1st
May, L.hope this statement would not cause offence to any-

body but it is not unknown that people took opportunity to-
purchase motor.cars before the-Consumption Tax on motor
cars was put on, If people can take out a renewal licence

from the first of May, there is-nothing to prevent people
who have an annual licence from having their licence re-
newed before today, Isaynothing more, Iknow that in some
instances, policemen have compelled people who have got

valid passports to have new passports, This has happened
in my own case, It is not unknown for people to purchase

motor cars before-a tax had been put on and if people can
take advantage of that, surely there is nothing to prevent

people who had inside knowledm from having their Yicences
renewed before,

Apparently, the answer to this is thnt you have beﬁer
roads and youneed more money to build more roads; It may

be something like that, it may be that we are in for pheno- -

menal taxes so as to get money for ways and means of
bringing down the rate of accidents but we have not been
told anything of this before, We have not been told that we
need -to raise such and such a sum of money for such and
such a purpose, It may be that we propose to spend some
money on something particular and this is howwe propose
to raise it,

1 see that the Hon, Minister does not seem to reply to
some questions. Alllsuggestisthatitmay be thatwe have
to spend more money on a certainthing and-because of that
we want more money, Surely, this isoneway of raising it,
There was a statement by the Hon, Minister that it was a
question of our having better roads, Surely, you are en-
titled to be told what revenue youpropose to get from these
additional rates and what these additional roads would cost
and such and such a thing is the reason for this additional
increase,

Apparently, we are not taxing people with any con-
sideration of how this tax would affect other things, We
know that there are many people who now enjoy huxuries
which they could not enjoy. I would simply ask: Why we do
not tax bachelors? You find that married men are being
heavily taxed but you find that bachelors enjoy any lixury
which they want because they do not have any family.

The question about the payment of a dog tax is just a
question of the Government getting money. Whenitcomes to
the owner of adoghaving to take out a licence for the keep-
ing of a dog, it is justa question of raising revenue, I think

ﬂ

there is something more in favour of having a dog licence

than raising these taxes.
4,15 p,m,

Most human beings.do keep dogs .and would be only too
glad to pay a tax rather thandeprive them of the pleasure,
advantage and the companionship of the dogs they have been
keeping, 1 had intended to rajse this point or in any event
would have asked an hon, member on this side to raise it,
but I have been through Police speed traps, and I have

never seen a specific one for motor-cyclists. Thave driven -

at forty miles an hour and have been passed by motor
cycles making me feel that I was not moving, Some hon,
members who may know of cases of motor cyelists being
prosecuted for exceeding the speed 1imit might correct me,
but I have never heard of any, and 1 am preaching what

everybody knows., The hon. senior member for St, Peter
raised the point of speed traps.and the use of policernen,
but if a few were prosecuted and heavy fines put on them,

they would ride like human beings instead of forgetting that

they were riding on earth and were not riding in tha sky.

Those are the points Ivuntto make, and I suggest
quite seriously that the Government instead of making these
increases for people who cannot afford them should/lookto
other squrces of taxation that do not fall heavily on people
on which they fall, If I seem to labour the question, it i
simply because some time or cther in other countries in
‘which the question of getting extra taxation arises, some- .
body or other thinks of the question of & bachelor tax; be-
cause it seems such a fnrux.anyouuxnhchohr

7Y
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he drinks less rum and smokes less cigarettes,(An Aside,)
I wish, althoigh he may be siitof order, I could understand
whnt the Hon. Minister gcroSs the Table said,

" Mr, CORBIN. Mr, Speaker, the Resolution whichis be-
fore us today is to give effect to the Motor Vehicles and
Road Traffic (Amendment) Regulations and to increasethe
fee on vehicles which I'think is necessary, Now before 1go
forther, 1 should 1ike to-say:that I have listéned to all the
arguments, and on 1odking at the Order Paper I see ques-~
tions from members of the Opposition asking sbout roads,
water, land for housiig at Lammings and other things,
'I‘hwe members know that we cannot get these things with-
ot honey, ‘and this' Government must seek ways and means
to Taise the money to getthese thingsfor the inhabitants of
this country, This is what they woild do if they were in
Govertiment,” These are vehicles and Txuries you are
taxing; 1t {s not cornmeal, rice orclothing or land,I do not
see therefore why the Opposition should criticise this at
all, because if they were in Government they would have to
find ways and means to raise money to provide these fa-
cilities. Here you have bicylces which hive not been in-
creased from the time I knew abouttax, and they are going
from sixty cents to $1,00,

"Mr, SPEAKER: I amafraid we are notnow dealing with
that,

Mr, CORBIN: Mr, Speaker, we now have Barber Green
roads for the vehicles to runon, and a vehicle which would
have lasted ten years can now last twenty years, because
driving on these Barber Green roads is like a boat sailing
on water, and tyres last twice as long, It is a waste of time
to criticise a Resohttion of this nature, If the Opposition
sees the Government going astray and off the right latitude,
they should bring us back, but when we are going right, do
not say we are going wrong, because that would be mis-
leading the people who are watching to see what we are
doing, how we are doing it and what we are providing for
them. Come let'us reasontogether. I know that some of our
singé are red as scarlet, butthey shall be as white as snow,
If this Resolution is to find money to provide facilities for
the people of the Island, Tdonotsee that it needs any more
criticism, It should be supported by both sides of the House.

Mr. J, M, G, M, ADAMS; Mr, Speaker, I have listened
with interest to the speech of the Hon, Minister of Com-
rmmications and Works and the speeches by members on
this side of the House, to the speechof the hon, junior mem-
ber for St. George and indeed withinterestto the speech of
the hon, junior member for St. Andrew. Now, Mr, Speaker,
it is my view thateverybody who has spokenhere today has
spoken exclusively of driving licences as if the raising of
driving Hcences {s ‘a normal or legitimate way of raising
taxation, I think perhaps we are suffering today, and I mean
genuinely suffering, from the absence of the Minister of
Fimance, beécause I amsure that he would be the person to
explain to the Minister of Comnmunications and Works that
it {8 not in his place to say thiat more money {s needed, so
we are rajsing the cost of driving lcences,

The whole point about these taxation matters and jus-~
tifying them is that either you treatthemas financial mat-
878 or you treatthem as Departmental matters; If they are
treated as financial matters, itiSproper and correct to say

we teed: mo! nmonsy therefore: we must riise this, that
and the other, and ‘the correct way for doing that is ina
wm Préct person o 'do that is the Minister of
tlsp.m.

1 mmmmmwmmm and when
T spprecisted- that the person fitroducing §t would be the
Minister of Contntinicitions &nd Works, I fult that the dif-
mmmmmmumn
thig House, Mr., Speaker, you donottaxa deycle or & dri-
ver:for:the purpose of raising révenue; thatis not the nor-
mial concept of what a drfving licenceor bicycle licence is
tiwre for, T'will not deal with the question of the licences,
becatse T Mtend to speak-again when that matter comes w,
Wehiﬁadimauuoﬂnreoma.mlm

who understands taxation, would know that a difference is
drawn between licences and taxation. Licences and licence
fees are calculated ona basis whichwould cover the cost of
collecting them and administering the services which they
represent, and they are fixed on that basis. As to the speech
of the hon, junior member for St. Andrew, if 1 understood
him correctly, if you are saying that a man earns a living
from driving, then he shotild be glad to earn a lcence, On
that basis, people earn their living from practising medi-
cine and there are those who earn their living from being
at the Bar, The argument that people should be glad to pay
this licence because it is their livelihood is an argument
which should be dismissed with contempt, If you charge a
gnver $5.00 for a licence, then you should charge a doctor
500

Mr, Speaker, a very good point was made by the hon,
junfor member for St; Peter; it is a point which I myself
would have made if I did not hear it, as to the collection of
fees for driving licences, We are paying a high but con-
cealed cost for the collection of licence fees and the ad-
ministration of driving tests. We are paying the cost of
training the Police in Police duties and then we give them
a job which any clerk who isdrawinga lesser salary could
do even better, We pay a highsocial cost as well as a high
financial cost. What I expected to hear from the Hon,
Minister is what {s the estimated costof collecting driving
licences and renewals of driving licences,

I would like to deal with the speech of the honourable
junior member for St. George, He remarked that in other
countries the fees for these licences are much higher. In

some other countries 1 know that the fee is five shillings,

In England I renewed my licence and I paid a fee of fifteen
shillings for three years, There is adeep fundamental dif-
ference in this Resolution between a driving test and a
driving licence, A driving test is, infact, something which
can be regarded as an asset to aman; perhaps you can say
that it is not unreasonable that a man should pay more for

a driving test which involves a policeman'stime in driving
around the country. Thatis anexpenditureona man's time,
Nobody should argue that a driving licence should be worth
$5,00 if a driving test is worth $5,00, because it takes the
policeman a good partof the morning fo take out a man for
a driving test, There is a greatdifference between a driv-
ing test and a driving licence where ittakes just five min-
utes’ to renew a licence, We ‘¢an imagine that they should
have a higher standard of driving test. Ifind that a driving
test here is very hard and it may be that a driving test
may warrant & higher charge judging from what the word
connotes. Because in England there is a higher charge for
a driving test, I do not see that it should be so automati-
cally in Barbados, In England if they can still manage to
renew a driving licence for five shillings, I think that we

should give some consideration as to whether in Barbados -
$5.00 is a fit and proper charge for a driving licence,

Mr, Speaker, the first hon. member who spoke on this
side said that it is quite inconceivable that the Minister
should talk about raising taxation without saying how much
money would be raised from it, We were umable to debate
this matter on the basis of knowledge. We do not know if
there are 20,000 40,000 or 50,000 drivers and we do not
know iftl'cywﬂl raise $80,000, $70,000 or $80 000, As to
the talk about the roads, the enﬂre road programime voted
for in the Estimates will not reach $1 million, I see in the
Estimates that mention is made of bridges, parking systems
drainage and so on, I see that they are mentioned separ-
ately from the road programme but the total vote {s only
$2 million odd. The Minister has taken upon himself the
responsibility for introducing what he has described as a
raise in taxation and therefore we must expect some finan-
cial consideration in these matters, | we were to
say that this increase will bring in $80,000, That is the
equivalent of borrowing $1 million, so that an increase in
the driving licences may locate that $80,000, The Govern-.
ment would have to advamcﬂnConmmlcmonsdeorks
programme under the Head, road works, highwayimprove-
ment and so on, ttmyseunsmgnlmtlteomd reflect the
release of Government resources of $1 million, Beforews .
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talk about the cost of one cent per day - of course the
Minister of Commmications and Works is not the person
to talk about expenditure and taxation. )

Mr, Speaker, I want to make a few suggestions, The
question of an annual licence should be reconsidered, If
you issue a licence for more than one year, whatever the
basic licence fee is, you benefit by what is earned over
the period for which it comes,

4,35 p.m,

if you examine a three-year licence you will find that
over the tax period you are bringing inanamount of money
which normally is taken in three years., The same time is
required to charge a manfor athree years tax as it takes
to charge him for one year, What youfind is that in a one-
year tax, you will only occupy all his time, As I remember
the London County Council has a system of your paying
three years in advance and there are many advantages to
be gained from that,

1 need not expect the Hon, Minister of Comrmunications
to believe in that,

We are missing the Hon, Minister of Finance, What a
situation youhave inthis House that in a matter dealing with
Finance, the Hon, Minister of Finance is not present? If
this matter is treated as a taxation matter, it is the duty
of the Hon, Minister of Finance to tell us about it before
the Resolution is brought in.

One point made by the hon. senior member for St,

Joseph is enough to make me vote against this Resolution,

It seems as if the Hon, Minister of Finance sends the other
Ministers in the House to introduce something to increase
the taxation of the people of this Island. I take it that the
increases would have some relevance to the increased ex-
penditure in the Estimates.

The Hon, Prime Minister as Minister for Finance is
the person constituted to deal withallfinancial matters in
this House of Assembly. We in Barbados have gone further
because we state that the Minister of Finance is the person
legally required to come into the House of Assembly and
introduce the Estimates,

When an increase of taxation is mooted and money is
needed to increase the finances of this Island, we expect
that to be introduced by the Hon. Minister of Finance when
he is introducing the Annual Estimates, What do you find
now? The Hon. Minister of Communications is querying
something with the Hon, Minister of Agriculture, I wonder
if provision will be made for an increase in the tax for
keeping a revolver.

Mr, SPEAKER: I am afraid that the hon, senior mem-
ber for St. Thomas has gone very far indeed from the
Resolution,

Mr. ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, | am sorry that I have
strayed, When I came in here today, I did catch the Hon,
Minister saying ‘that I had been given that authority to

speak for the Hon, Minister of Finance.

Anyabsence of the Hon. Minister of Finance is suffi-
cient insult to members of this House to cause them to
vote against this Resolution, There is noone person in this
House who can constitutionally say that to this House unless
the Hon, Minister of Finance, Mr, Speaker, I do not know,
unless the Hon, Minister of Finance is asking us to vote for
this to meet the losses by the Barbados Marketina Asso-
clation,

Mr, SPEAKER: That does not arise either dlrectly or
indirectly in this Resolution, I would ask the| hon, member
to deal with the Resolution,

Mr. ADAMS: There are other Bills before the House
which deal with financial matters and there was a Bill
chhw&smsedbytlﬂsHousetwodmmwMehlﬂnnk
I have referred to, Certainly,these other Bifls would come
before the House in due cotirge,
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Certainly, nobody would object if I deal with a point ..
which was raised by anhon, member onthe other side. The
Hon, Minister-of Communications said something abowt
irresponsible youngsters getting Driving Licences, I can
assure him that the remark will follow him until he retires
in 1971 or earlier to whatever place he is going to retire.

It is not a question of irresponsible youngsters getting
Driving Licences; it is certainly a questionof irresponsible
Ministers. The Hon, Minister of F inance who is responsible
for dealing withfinancial matters inthis House {s irrespon-
sible by allowing the Hon Ministerof Communications to
deal with this matter and the Hon. Minister of Communica~
tions is irresponsible in accepting this kind of portfolio,

We have no fear of irresponsible youngsters, Mr,
Speaker, you are aware that we have severalgood youngs-
ters who have been granted Driving Licences. If you were
talking abowt irresponsible Ministers, I can quite well see
what you are talking about, I can quite well see the ground
for an increase in the fee for keeping firearms,

Mr, SPEAKER: But we are not talking about that,
Mr, ADAMS: We are talking about anincrease in fees,

Mr, SPEAKER: We are talking about Driving Tests
especially,

Mr, ADAMS:; I am suggesting about firearms and there-
fore we should raise this licence,

Mr, SPEAKER; That may be saidon a different subjeét
matter,

Mr, ADAMS: 1 assume that you are saying that my
point has been made.
4,45 p.m,

Mr, Speaker, there is another point whichlhad noted,
1 do not know unfortunately which hon. member made it,
but I think perhaps at least it should be drawn to the notice
of the people of the constituency of the hon, member who
suggested that because something cost $1.20in 1937, there-
fore it should cost $5,00 today. [have always regarded the
functions of Government as including things other than
raising every concejvable tax price and cost to a level to
which they can stand up. [ have never thought, Mr, Speaker,
that it is automatic that taxes must always go up for no
other reason hut that they were low in 1937, We migit as
well introduce a Resolution to have a sliding scale to fix
taxes that as the cost of living goes up the taxes go up,
Some countries have wage agreements by which raises in
cost of living are automatically matched by raises in wage
rates, The hon, member who suggested that because some-
thing cost $1.20 in 1937 it should be increased today is -
perhaps applying the cost of living to alltaxes, because as
you try to get more money, the cost of living goes up au-~
tomatically, snd you give the Government more taxes to
waste in such activities as the Barbados Marketing Cor-
poration and other money making rackets which appear to
be the infortunate feature of some quasi-Governmental
activities at the present time,

Mr, Speaker, I had the privilege of being in Court this
morning hearing s great deal of praise being showered to
the hon, junior member for St, Andrew by some of his con-
stituents, and it was gratifying to note that he inspired
such a feelim of confidence in the residents of the East
Coast Road, St. Andrew, that they would fight or otherwise

Andrew, I would hope that it would inspire theam with the

confidence which speeches which they perhaps.

! red them, Certainly I cannot.

say that his spesch inspired me, Mr, Speakér, with agy -
bewilderment. I tried

feeling other than one of total 1 hard
mmﬂermnd.lmdtntoodlﬂm uytbnndrmuum
isaluxury,andlhopa &pubncmhyﬂu
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them -have, and can afford an increase just like that, I
understood him to say also that motoring {s less expensive

- today. "It is less expensive today because motor car tyres

1ast-Jonger. Other such sentiments were expressed to per-
suade-those of us.who have been car owners for some time
that the Bills which we see.and whichconvince our-pockets
thet the lot of the motorist is more and:. more costly, are
not really expensive and that we are mistaken, Going back

‘to the days when a motorcar could be bought for perhaps

$100 and gasolene cost 15cents or 10 cents a gallon, in

the days when the hon, junior member for St, Joseph was
first o motorist, I would be gladtohear the arguments es-
pecisily whenwe think that driving is more expensive today,

.. Mr, Speaker, we have heard that we should be so
proud about the mmmber of Barber Green roads, that it
should -be -& privilege not to pay a toll, and it-should be a
privilege to have a driving licence, I do not want to deal
with this on the basis of ridicule; the hon, junior member

for St. Thomas already thinks f{t is ridiculous, The hon,

junior member for St, Thomas at times has a lot of sense,
On the question of Barber Green roads, if these roads were

‘really super highways and the question of a 101l or no toll

could be considered, it should not be considered in terms
of the drivers, it should beconsidered interms of the ve-
hicles, You do not tella manhe should be proud to drive on
& Barber Green road; so pay an increased licence,
Hon, N, W, BOXILL: On apointof order, Mr, Speaker,
although [ have the right to reply, and I do not intend to in-
terrupt the hon. member, 1 did .specifically say that cars
would last longer as -a result of Barber Green roads.

Mr.. SPEAKER; That was not a péint of order,but
however, it was a point of elucidation, -

Mr, ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, he was not explaining any-
thing to.me because I heard him say it and I was trying in
my- humble way to say that he said it and to say that he was
going to say it again, and I was proved right sooner than I
thought; but that {s not an argument in favour of raising
driving licences, A man may be driving a hus:is he inter-
ested in whether the buses have better tyres and lastlonger
because of Barber Green roads. It is not everybody who
drives his.own car, Indeed if we had the figures I think they
might reveal that at least half of the licenced drivers in
.Barbados do not own a vehicle, but the:-figures are being
kept under a cloud, That argument applies to a different
portion-of the Hon, Minister's brief altogether. It is no
argument for driving licences, driving tests and duplicate
badges,: Do you mean we have to pay more for duplicate
badges because Barber Green: roads make vehicles last
Jonger and you have to pay more for inspection of vehicles
because Barber Green roads make them last longer, and
more for conductors* licences? What is a conductor to do

with having Barber Green Roads? Thisargument tends to be }

suspicious, When you go into-Court with a bad argument,
awtomatically the judge knows even if he has not looked at
the 1aw himself, If you sound funny or unreal, the judge

knows he does not have to worry, because clearly you have

-2 .bad case, Equally, Mr. Speaker, when you come into the

House .. of Assembly,it is a bad argument and they are
speeches about-Barber Green roads and a lot of talkabout

-what driving test cost inother countries, and there are a

Jot of assertions abowt-driving licences being lxuries, you
have to look at the whole thing in doubt,
4,55 p.m

~',1§o‘u'm .ll?. this whole matter has been introduced into

mm as a taxation project and the person to do that is
- - the Minister of Finance. The person to say when money is

needed i3 the Minister of Finance. The person who is to
say what money is to be raised and what place it would have
thhmMmmrdFimnee.

Mr SPEAKER: Iuhitﬂntﬂlehon. member means

the hon, Minister.

Nr. -ADAMS: Imoblivdeonrl-hmnr TbaHon.

mmmummmmm:m ‘
- fit w. cpme %o the House, That is slapping us in our faces

as far as we are concerned on this side of the House,
sllphminmfleo.l'kmynotfecltlnblows now

I

because of the pats on the back: the pats on the back at the
moment out nunber the slaps on the face, The corner

stones have not yet crumbled but the edifice is crumbling
1 see that hon, members have their heads buried in their
hands, They can testify to the truth and the fustification of
what I say here today, I advise the Ministers and even the
Minister of Education to beware for their days will come,

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, member must reallytryand
realise what the matter before the House is. How many
more times must I draw this to his attention? .

Mr, ADAMS: The Minister of Finance cannot come to
the House to introduce a taxation matter, There are those
who do not come to the House and therefore he need not
come. But hon, members on this side of the House cannot
support this Resolution and my sympathy is withthe Minis-

-ter who introduced it.

Mr, SPEAKER: If no other member desires to speak
on the motion which is before the House, the Hon, Minister
may, if he thinks fit, exercise his right of final reply.

Hon, N, W, BOXILL: Mr, Speaker, last year in Novemn-
ber when we were campaigning, there was a rumour going

_around to the effect that there was room for a strong op-

position, but after hearing what is supposed to be a strong
opposition this afternoon, I have come to the conclusion
that the only opposition that we, on this side get, is from
the ““4dvocate’’ and the ““Daily News’’, After listening to
the rantings of the last speaker .......

Mr, ADAMS: On a point of order, If, as the last Speak-
er, the Hon, Minister is referringtome, I was not ranting,

Hon. N, W, BOXILL: That is a matter of opinion,

Mr. J. M, G. M, ADAMS: I object to the use of the word
“ranting’*.

Mr, SPEAKER: I do not deem that word o be unpar-
liamentary.

Hon, N, W, BOXILL: Mr, Speaker, whatIwould say is
this: if the last Speaker had a bit more intelligence you
could almost riskto callhim a half wit, I do not think it is ..

Mr, SPEAKER: If the hon, member is saying. of
another hon, member that he is a half wit, I do deem that
to be mmparliamentary,

Hon, N, W, BOXILL: Isaid if hehad a bit more intelli-
gence, but if you think that that is unparliamentary ......

Mr, SPEAKER: That would make it even stronger,

Hon. N, W, BOXILL: I withdraw the word. What I was
saying is that [ am surprised at the hon, member who has
just spoken, It is true that it {s the duty of the Opposition
to make the Government in power incomfortable, but it is
not the duty of the Oppositionto make themselves nuisances
and uncomfortable, I expect to hear something worth
while in this matter of saving road accidents and so on,
but all I have heard for the entire day since I have intro-
duced this Resolution is almost a villification of the Gov-
ernment in the implementation of this Resolution, The hon.
senior member for St. Josephsaid that all this Government
is doing is spending money fast, Yes, we are spending it
fast, but on the taxpayers who are paying, We are not
sending the money out to South and West Africa; we are
spending it on the people who pay the taxes,

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order, I did
not say that they were spending the money fast; I said that
they are spending it badly,

Mr, SPEAKER: That is not a point of order, That is a
matter of explanation in oonformity with Standing Order
28,

Hon, N, W, BOXILL: He really said that we were
spending the money fast but if he meant that we were spend-
ing itbadly, Iwould ask him if in buying Lammings we were
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spending it badly, The hon, mernber went on to say that
péople are running to him daily and asking him if it is true
that the price of gasolene will beincreasedto $1.00 and he
is worried about that, I will 1ethim know that despite the
twenty years during which he has been in this House, he
“does not seem to realise that that would be a matter for
the Minister of Finance, None of us willknow that imtil the
time comes, I am asking him if he knows that some of
these matters which are put tohim are not true, what is he
doing to dispel the fears of the people? The hon, member
went on to saythat it maybe so and he tried to take it back,
Well, they are always looking for a crisis, That is a Bar-
dian and a Barbadian is inciting Barbadians to rise up
against his own country.

Mr. Speaker, there is a man called Cardinal Bowen
who demolishes buildings but I have never seenhim, while
be is demolishing a building, pull itdownwhen he is inside
the building, He always makes sure that he is out of the
building when he is pulling it down, When you bring down
your country, you are bringing it down on your own head.
Let us leave out this intimidation and this threat of vio-
lence (ASIDES) 1 am not speaking to you; I am speaking
to men of intelligence. 1 am saying, let us leave out this
imtimidation and this continual trying to incite people,
Some of us can still remember the year 1937, I have a good
recollection of that year when there were those who incited
the people, A mdn called ‘Menzies'® was sent to prison
for saying that today will be a funny night,

5,05 p.m,

When the hon, member spoke of 1937, I have come to
the inderstanding that he is speaking of the last time the
fees were raised,

The hon, senior member for St, Joseph went on to
speak about his car springs. The only thing which a man
should keep forever is his wife, Everything else wears out
as a resultof wear and tear However, I do not know of many
car springs broken as a result of our roads, It is likely
that the hon, member ‘s car springs would be broken because
of the out-of-the-way places where the hon. member goes.
There are not many complaints received by the Department
from people ‘getting their car springs broken,

The hon. senior member for St. Joseph and the hon.
“senior member for St, Thomas said that an hon, member
had said that quite a2 number of these accidents had been
caused by irresponsible youngsters, I did say so. The hon,
members know this quite as well as I do, The hon, mem-
ber knows ‘that quite a lot of youngsters do not act as re-
sponsible when driving & vehicle as other people, You have
nowadays on the roads quite a number of motor cycles
particularly ‘‘Hondas'* and “‘Suzukis'* and it is quite easy

to own these things. The hon, senior member for St, Thomas

said that the remarkof irresponsibie youngsters will follow
my path until 1971 whenIretire, Iwould like to tell him that
my seat is always secure, N

The hon, senior member for St. Thomas really and
truly seéms to think that at alltimes when you come in here
to decide these issues thatheisina law court. I have
warned him repeatedly that when he comes inhere, this is
the House of Assembly, not a Magistrate's Court,

Mr. ADAMS: Sir, 1 rise on a point of order. Is it in

order to make a reference whichmay be taken to mean that

-I'do not know what to say in a Magistrate's Court and what
to say in the House of Assembly?

Mr, SPEAKER: I donot regard that as a point of order.
A1l I'heard chiefly was a Magistrate's Court. I do not re-
gard that as referring to anybody,

Hon. N, W, BOXILL: I have warned the hon, member
that if he asks a question which is rational, I will answer
thit question Fationally, but he comes in here with the be-
lief that after seven years training tobe a lawyer, that law
entitles him to bully his way in this Chamber, I would like
the hofl, member to leave out Dayrells Road,

Yes, Mr, Speaker, I was about to say that-the hon
senior member for St, Thomis said that he is not go{hg to
vote for this Resolution because the Hon. ‘Minister of Finsice
has a right to come inherewhenwe are debating’a ‘resolu-
tion like this, How does he know' if the Hon, Minisder of
Finance is sick orif he has gone otit of the Island? There is
no rule to say that the Hon, PrimeMinIster has to be here

As regards the remark abotut ‘slaps on the back turning
into slaps in the face ......

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 will askmehon, junior member for St.
Thomas to desist from that and todeal with the Resolution,

Hon, N, W, BOXILL: Thave beentryingto stick to the
Resolution, but it is difficult to reply to the hon, senior
member for St, Thomas whenhe refers to things whxchhe
should leave out,

The hon, junior member for St, Peter referredto hav-
ing a licensing Authority to deal with licefising. He said
that the Police was just allowing people to drive like that,
If the Driving Test is made even more rigid, you will still
get accidents and more people will be applying for licences,
As long as you must issue a litence to a man for driving
a vehicle and there is no law to prevent him having a4 1i-
cence, you are going to have accidents from driving,

I remember the case of a very experienced licensed
driver in the United States. He was driving a vehicle for
many years without being involved in an“accident and he
was on his way to receive a certificate of recommendation
for his driving, While on his way to receive this commen-
dation, he got in a serious accident, Whenyou are on your
way to work, you can see nothing else but accidents,
5.15 p.m,

There is nothing in the law which says that when a man
has reached a certain age you cannot give him a licence,
You cannot say you will not give him because he is too
old, I agree with the hon, member that we should set
up a Licensing Authority and all these things will be-under
consideration, One cannot say that the Police are at fault
because Ido not see that issuing somebody with a'licenee
can cause somebody to get into anaccident, Only yesterday
after coming from the Court I was travelling along the
Pine East West Road and there was a man on a bicyclein
front of me, The man saw the car but for some reason or
other he waited until Igotto him and swung across the
road, This man is not a juvenile, but you get irresponsibil-
ity in all walks of life, but more so with youngsters, be-
‘cause all of us were young, and when you are young you get
this idea of being adventurous; but the chances you take
when you are young, youdo not take when you get in the late
thirties unless you are mad,

The hon, senior member for St, Thomas said he did not
see $1 million in the Estimates, and then he mentioned: land
acquisition, What I would like to ask the hon, member is
whether he thinks the Government is going to acquire land
and set up fly-sticks, When we acquire land we acquire it
for road improvement. I do not expect hon; members who
are supposed to be responsible and to have intelligence - I
am not saying that they have - to come in here and for the
sake of playing to the Gallery raxse the arguments which
they have raised,

The hon, junior member for St, Joseph asked if the
Government had prevented people from paying theirlicence
fees during the month of May, and if certain people had .
got away by paying their licence early, this would mean'one
thing, Itwould mean that some people did not pay their
licence, if at all, because it wasonthe radio, in the Press
and on TV that licences would not have been reriewed at the
end of April, The answer to that is that the Government
did stop people paying their licence and nobody has got an
advantage as far as I know. The second question he asked
was whether any instructions had been given to the Police
to withhold the issuing of licences duringthe month of May.
As far as I know, the answer tothat is *‘yes”, On the ques-
tion about the number of driving licences, IMnnot got
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the information here, but I will let the hon, member know

in due course, When aquestionisasked, I am prepared to
answer, but when you are trying to play ......

Mr. SPEAKER: To whom is the hon, member speaking?

Hon, N, W, BOXILL: That is an aside and
your ears. I will get the (nformation and it on to the
hon, member, Ithinklbavomwered all the questions.

The quesaon that the Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affimative the House dividing
as follows:

AYES:  Mr. YEARWOOD; Honm, j. C. TUDOR; Hon,
C. E. TALMA; Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON;
EDWARDS; Hon, N. W. BOXILL; Mr. LOWE; Mr, CORBIN;
Mr. WEEKES and Mr, HOPPIN e 10

NOES:
Mr, ST, JOHN and Sit GRANTLEY ADAMS @ 5

THE MOTOR VEHICLES AND ROADTRAFFIC
(AMENDMENT) ACT, 1937

Hon, J. C, TUDQR: Mr, Speaker, 1am asking that Order
No, 6 be taken as the next Order of the Day,

Mr, SPEAKER;, The Hon, Leader of the House is asking
that Order No, 6 be the next Order of the Day, and unless
there is any objection, that Order I will next call

There being no objection, I declare Order No. 6 to be
the next Order of the Day, and it stands in the name of the
Hon, and Learned Prime Minister,

Hon. J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Spesker, [amasking leave to
take charge of this Order in the absence of the Hon, and
Learned Prime Minister,

Mr, SPEAKER; The Hon, Leader of the House is ask-
ing leave to proceed with this Bill in the absence of the
Hon, and Learned Prime Minister, and unless thene is any
objection, leave will be granted,

There befng no obfection, leave is granted the Hon,
Leader of the House to proceed to move the second resding
of a Bill to amend the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act,
1937,

Hon, J.C.TUDOR:Mr. r.thlsisaﬁlumammd
the Motor Vehicles and ‘Traffic Act, Its various sec-
tions cover the matters mentionéd in the Schedule attached
to the Bill, and they deal in detail with such matters as
driving licences, the authorisation {ssued by the Commis-
sioner of Polich with respe to Learners, some consequen-
Courts to suspend driving licences pending determination
of certain charges, ' )

5,25 p.m, ’

The Bill also seeks toa
.Road Traffic .
rates which ¢

tlBMotorVehicles and
lm,inm&nmrwlules and the

ﬂﬁsAnmdrmm:resetommthe

usion arising out of the last
fi‘nmtbothor side, Ob-
we have fust dove onewomdoiumw

and the one Vhich wé ] Gbm-ammm&rsnhichdo
bave financial impli s But that does not make them
budgetary matters. Iif that were the case, then every con-
ceivable issue which is raised lnt!is!bnsundwblchhld

tmeantfor_.

Hon, A. DaC,

Mr, HINDS; Mr. J. G. M. ADAMS; Mr. SMITH;

Act, The Measure is certsinly not a financial one as such
but the financial act to be administered. : o

Nobody is saymgcn xhis side of thouse thl.t certain
fiscal and financial implications do. not arise, Whatwe are
saying is that the contention on the other side that by doing
what we are doing this afternoon, we are doing the Budget
in a piece-meal manner, cannot-be supported by the facts.
There is no other way, in.which this administration and
these adjustments. could be made except by. repealing the
substantive Acts and, asinthe case of: the last Aoatter which
was dealtwith, by bx-mgmglnamum Resolution, Every-
one knows that, at least since this Government has been in
power, there has been a definite form in which the Budget
was presented. As a matter of fact, there was not, or there
never had - been, a Budget as suchmm11962 because there
had never been a Minister of Finance, That is a matter of
fact, What used to happen in theold days since I have been.
in this House, and [ have beeninhere from 1954, and Your
Honour and other honourable members who have been in
this House as long as I have been in here, will recall the
fashion in which the financial.arrangements weredone, At
Estimates time, that is to say, sometime in Febuary or
March, the custom of the Premier or. the Leader of the
Government, as the case may be, was tomake a statement
on the Estimates and say inthat statement what it was pro-
posed to enact by way of fiscal legislation to deal with the
particular financial sdjustments to be made in that year,
There was neyer any thought in those days until 1962 of
separating the exercise on the Estimnzs which is purely
expenditure, from expenditure and revenne. There had
never been a Minister of Finance until 1962, and I repeat
that. The matter of finance was.one of the divisions of the
Prime Minister's or Premier's. Ministry and it never until
1962 had been a separate Ministry of Government by Instru-
ment issved to a Minister, to be-the Minister of Finance.
The Prime Minister is now the Minister of Finance because,

he,from time to time, has. a separate and distinct Minjstry
of Finance appointed as such. That must be understood
otherwise we will make a. lot of umnecessary mistakes,

Mr, Speaker the second ppint whlch Iwantto make is
this: certainly in the last five years we have grown accus-
tomed to a particular manner of presentingthe Budget and
it has never yet happened since this Government has been-
in power, that we have separated things from the Budget
and brought them down, as the tenor of the arguments on
the Gther side would seem to, suggest. Whenever Budget
time comes around in auy.year, all the proposals which'
are properly to be there, all the flscal proposals - are
presented en bloc and twmﬂdhedoneawnﬂnsmr
when the time comes. What we have therefore are admin-
istrative Regulations and I do not think thitwe should gen-
erate a lot of heat op what is ens .in two acts of the
legislature. It is not justaquestionof reducing or increas-
mtheramofuxp;y;bboamrmhlchs or on bicycles
but whatever you wagted to do, you would bave to do it in-
the way in which we aredoing itnow - by smending the Act
which regulates these matters; sothatevenifby!hetiml
these were passed and it was thought convenientto do what
we are now doing, say, at the end of the current year and
not now, we wpmdﬁulllm(e,hadtomnnd the Act, And all
this is well known and I need.not labour this point. We
would sunbeopon;pﬂlnrgnmt: *Why.you did not do all
this when the Budge: was before the House?** Therefore,
Mr, § 1 wishto emphasize that £ you have measures -
which are, mare. or less administrative and these are en-
shrined inanAotoanrmM the thme to make adjust-
ments, to amend or repeal Acts, is the time when you are
nox:mmy neqniredto collect the fees payable from this
exercise, Sir, if it is in theqnonth of May ee
June, that you have a licence period and you are going 8o
amend the Act, you cannot wait mti].the licensing period
had started to bring up the BilL, You would have to do that
before and give the necessary instructions not to proceed
to issue or renew lcences at a certain date, but at a dave |

. later, You wonld give a Jonger. noucebysaymathat)bu

vmpoaetodonlntb}rdddhofdn financial year or, at the
end of it, , in any case, it woyld be more conve-
niemt to do 1 theumwhnmmmbm
foamnntmotjnrum The point does. not rest.on the
fact that fees are 0 be collected or that the fess to be col-!
Jected are ‘up or down. The salfent point is that this
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is the time of the year when it is most convemently done,
therefore when hon, members argue that we are nibbling
at the Budget and making two or three bites at it, that is
completely outside the prointv we are not deahng with a
Budgetar‘y matter at all;

5.35 p.m

Secondly, when they say that the proposed amendment
contains financial implications, we admit that this istrue,
A provi‘s:on for the payment of fees, or the isstng of 1i-
censes, o the payment of taxes, as the case miy be, does
contain fifiancial implication, and the Statutory Book is
crowded with provisions: which contdin financial fmplica-
tions, ™ a f . :

1 have never serfously held out that every conceivable
provision for the pa?rnent of a licence which repeals the
forimer fee paid is a charge on the budget and,therefore,
becomes exclusively a financial matter, That is why I say
that the point of the hon. friember has no substance,

There ‘is another’ marter on which I would like to say
something, The question ‘of increased fees or such things
titve always been used By opposition parties as a good mat-
tér to attack the Govermment on, When we were in the Op-
position, this is the Kind of thing which you would attack
the Government on, bit- you attacked them on it because
you feel it would motre easily appeal to the people, It con-
tained no involved poﬁtical issue and anytl‘nngwlnchwould
cause him to paymore money is somethingwhich you would'
attack the Governifient on because it was easy for you to
miake a man believe that the Government is doing some-
thing wrong if the Government is asking him to pay more
money for something. So from the political point of view,
if they do not choose to take a responsible attitide to this
matter, we cannot maké th?m, it is left to thém, .

Whe Bills are before 4§, particularlythis ohe, you be-
come aware that the reference to what is proposed to be
-done is clearly set out. The first partof the Schedule deals
in detail with Motor Cars, Motor Cabs and Motor Cycles.
The end of the Schedule réfers to Vans, Omnibuses and
Lorries, those with four tyres only, those with dual tyres
at'each end of the rear axle, and four-wheeled two axle
tyres which are not pneumatic tyres.

Now, Mr, Speaker as I'said before we dre dealing with
the- Motor Vehicle and" Road Traffic Act. You have heard
quite'a lot of argurnent today. Because a thing was done in
1937 is no reason why it stould not be increased today,
You are dealing with a different community, it must be
relevant if thirty yesrs have phss&l that cognizance be taken
of what was done and how' {t'relates to things today. If the
Opposition when they were in the Government did not think
of doing it in'the way we dre doing it, we think we should
have been doing ‘it long ago!’if the Opposmon had argued .
that we should: ml‘\ﬁiddm it now, we should have done it
long ago and if they raisea that potm It would have been
hartj»idﬁb’eat. IR

‘ If ‘you look at the" Order Paper of ttns House ‘and look
at the number of questions' asked by ton, menibers that'
certain miatters should be dealt 'with altover this Island in”
all categories, if any’ Governriient were abletodo all those
things, then the Cap‘ﬁal cost wotlld probably be near four
million dollars and the! Yecutredt cost for the extraordin-
ary period would probably be near $800 000,

“The Oppositiori Party is quite engitled 1o ask questions
for the improvement of ‘anything, When this‘is “pointed out,
you mriust draw the” afgureiit fh&tbecauseyou ‘are not doing
it thefi; you are not necé¥3arfly saying that it ‘should not be
doné; “What “you are saying is that the moneyto d‘o it xs
needed for other purposes ’

You hnve a sntuatxonwhere not?ung has teen done for
thiFty: yéars in this‘line. % is'a'situation where a whole
generation - his grown up ahd a situation where a whole
atmosphere:as regirds life ’rxas {tnproved ‘commensurably
since 'thefi lind T think hon, membershad berret understand
that because YOu can’ explam ﬁ better to peogle

* The people of Barbados are in’s better position if it is -
told thern and they aré tnade # uhdérstand that these im- )
provement of public works have to be paid for. :
5,45 p. m,

After all, as the hon, senior member for St. Thomas
reminded us, there is great teason for saying of for
thinking that for the sake of adrfifistrative departmental ’
tidiness, these things cah be neééssary, and it is our
policy. We do not take it from hirp, but we take it as a point
that has been mentioned, and itis a sensible point, It is cer-
tainly true that this kind of amendmemnt is more adminis-
trative than it is fiscal, butithas fiscal implications in the
sense that if you are charging more for a service or for
permission to do something now ‘than you charged :ten,
twenty or thirty years ago, arithmetically more money is
coming in, but you are not saying that you are doing this
merely because you want more money. Yournayeven wish
as in this case to provide more reasonable and more sensi-
ble facilities along the highways and among the traffic; so
hon, members on the opposite side had better first decide
whether this is the kind of issue thatit is' safe to attack the
Government on merely because they are in opposition, or
whether it is the kind of jssue whichis. so fair and reason-
able that it can commend itself to. both side€s of the House.

One last point I want to make at this stage, I know that
for obvious ‘reasons’ some hon, mernbers opposite do not
like the Prime Minister, and naturally theywould lose no .
opportunity of trying topresent the **may say’s*’ or "’does’"

or *does mot do' or “'dées not say"xn the worst possible .

light, This they probably regard as fair game and part of
the system of political opposition, Two coémments Iwish to
make on this: first on this specific matter of his not being
here to deal with matters now before the House, I would
like to saythis: this is not Budget time and we are certainly
not dealing with budget, We are dealing with tiwo amend-
ments to two Acts and a Resolution arising out of them, If
it were budget time or if specific fiscal proposals were be-
fore the House, the Minister of Finance would certainly
have been here, but there is no need whatever for him to
appear, because nothing that is specifically financial is
before us; nothing that i speciﬁcally fiscal is before us.

Secondly I would add to that point too that the Hon,
Leader of the Opposition well understands thls although
he may not care to say thathe agrees with me, because he
himself has done something here today which praves my
point, He has given notice of a question specifically, ad-
dressed to the Prime Minister, and when the time comes
for thatto be answered, or for anyother question addressed
to the Prime Minister to be answered, the Prime Minister
will be present, and the House will have no fear of his not

being presentto answer any question or take part in any de- . ;

routine repeal of two Bms just does ﬁct srise,

'T'd6 not thinkthe Prime Mrnisﬁéi- minds what they think
about him or what they say about him, but in fairnessto

themselves and to make evérybady understand that they un-
derstand the customs and functions of Parliament, I think
they should desist from this unfortunate reference which
they make which is not based on any Parliamentary fact,
Long before the hon, senior Der for St, as came
into this House, the hon,
1964, I’tbink raised this’ mattex& and i
Speake answerthehon Therhher th
pracnce was not only in
but in every Parnament nres
Prime Minister and enior ﬁ%fe:'
of the House ‘who is 1o ‘Io
senior fmember for St, Philip, Mr, C‘mwf

A

'Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Twould nie theipn member
to be‘“more specific. He ‘said 1asked some quesnon. but up
to now he ﬁas not said what quest;on

Mr, SPEAKER: Perhaps the Hon. md Learned Leaderk '
of the Opposmon would repeat that, )

lux'xtof ‘member "for $t. ‘J’ oseph in

. ."on this side ..
. as lie was then, inswered: therointw%by xﬁe ‘non. jumor V
member for St, steph as he was ) )
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Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: The hon. member has made
reference t me, but he has not said what he was referring
to, I heard the year 1984; I was not here in this House in
1964fW1ut is the point he {s making? What 1s He accusing
me of?

Mr, SPEAKER. Surely the hon, member has not yet
stated on what point of mterﬁxption }z has risen, =

“Str GRANI’LEY ADAMS: On &' poim of order, the hon.
member said T asked sotnething towhich Your Honour gave
me 4n answer, yet up to now he has not said what that
something was, becatise he hasputine ina position where
I'had to be corrected apparently, If1did something wrong,
surely 1 am entitied to be told what that sornethmg is.

Mr, SPEAKER{ AN of us have to be corrected from
#mé to time, but what I understood the Hon, Leader of
the House to say was that the hon, Junior membet for St,
Joseph apropos 1964. I heard him call no name, ‘and I take
it he referred to whomsoever was in 1964 the hon junior
member for St. J oseph.

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, I can set the hon.
member's mind at ‘rest. T did rnake ‘mention of him in the
first part of what Isaid, Isaid today in reference to Rim
that he did put a question addressed tothe Prirne Minister,
and quite probably the Prime Minister, wher the time comes
for the question tobe answered; will appear a.nd answer ‘He
will aniswer any question addressed to him or “take part in
-any debate in which his Mimstry or Ministries are per-
sonally involved, I then went on to say that in 1964 before
tMe hon, senior member for St. Thomas was a member of
this House, the then funior member for St. Yoseph in the
last’ ‘House which is of course the now senior member,
raised sfrera Budget Speech thie same sort of question about
the absénce of the Minister of Finance which has been
raised today, and that Your Honour from the Chair and the
recent hon, senior member for St Philip both answered
the point effectxvely That is all I said.

Mr, Speaker, Ido not think there is anything more to

say, If specific questions are asked, naturally I shall be

pleased to answer them, I will draw hon. merrtbers’ atten-

tion to the Schedule, where the amendments are set out, be-
cause | suppose it is on that youwill make most cotnment,

I beg to move that this Billbe now read a second time,

Hon. C, E, TALMA: 1 beg to second that,
5.55 p.m.

M 1. M. G AL IOHN rose to

.\‘[78(7/;.

ADAMS and Mr, ST,

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, senior member for St. Thomas
caught my eye first, Is the hon, member giving way to the
hon. senior member for Christ Chuirch?

Mr, J. M, G, M, ADAMS: 1was about to give way to the
hon, senior member for Christ Church,

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, thember can give way. to the
hon. senior memSer for Christ Church if he so wislus

“Mr, J. M, G, M, ADAMS; Mr. Speaker, Iam golng o
.mriske 'my speech at this stage, especiallyas ! want to make
# very brief réply to the Hon, Minister who has just sat
down, T want 15 start off by replying to the 1ast parr of the
Minister's speech that 1heard déaling with the behaviour
of the Prime Minister as regards this Honse, I will just re-
mind ‘the Minister that quite apart from the ebnsﬂmtionﬂ
niceties™in a Parlisment with 625 members which adminis-
ter gréat 'worM-wide impoFtant matters - there are de-
parimental bodies which administer the affairs of a country
part'of which is equivalem to the whole of the Badgét of
Bilrbidos for ten years, TflremGovurmnents fn which
offictits sdminister of four to five millionpounds,
quite ‘Rpart from the call on the Mintsters’ time, One ofthe
witch T have made was & particular instance and I
ot that the Hon, !.adordtbl’bmhsnotuhantb

‘“ﬁ

opportunity to answer that. I particularised thatthe Finan-
cial Administration and Audit Act requires the attendance
of the Minister of Finance on the presentation of the Esti-

mates, That is a matter of law, and if we say that he is
acting unconstitutionslly and illegally, we have some basis
for that, If the Hon, Leader of the House had answered that
point, then I think he would have achieved something.

». 1 am going to say this now even If it surprises the
Minister, 1 quite appreciate what he said about bringihg
things up to date since 1937, Ifthatis honest and straight-
forward - I am not suggestingthatthere is any dishonesty,
bat {fthat is a straightforward reasongivenby the Minister,
then ‘the matter might be looked at in a different light; but
if it is going to be treated as a taxation matter, then my
objection to a former Resolution is inforce where this Bill
is concerned, This Bill deals with regularising the position
with respect to learner drivers, This is & matter of great
difficulty as anybody who practices in the Law Courts will
know, Barbados has severalthings inthe Act which do ot
exist in other places that IThave seenin respect of the issue
of driving licences, I refer to Section 31 of the Act which
sets out certain restrictions on the grant of driving
licences, In Barbados there is a little Addendum at the.end
of Section 31 (1) which says this: Perhaps I should read the
wh)fe Section, This is what it says:-

“The Commissioner of Polioe shall not issueadnving
licerice to any person unless he is satisfied that the vision,
hearing and bodily and mental fitness of the applicant are
such as to warrant the issue of a driving licence and that
the applicant is of good character,'*  *

I am making a strong appeal tothe Minister responsi-
bie to consider the implications of that Section, I refer to
the words occurring at the end of the Sub-section: ‘‘And
that the apphcant is of good character.'’ This Act is being
ariended at this time and Itake itthat the entire Act comes
under the ambit of parliamentary discussion. I am suggest-
ing that while Sections 28 and 31 are being amended, the
Minister responsible should give careful- cons:deration to

L this matter. In an Act which require$  the fitness of an.

applicant, you have a coach and horse driving through’it
and permission is given to the Commissioner of Police
to usurp-the functions of Courts in dediding if and when a
person’s record entitles him t6 be givenadriving licénce,
We are being ashed today to agree to this iniquitous posi-
rion that the Commissiorier of Police can exercise his
authority in respect of a pérson who is going to learn to
drive a motor vehicle, If the' Commissioner of Police does
not want a particular personi to léarn to drive a motor
vehicle he can say: ‘‘you stole a gioat when you were & boy
and _therefore you caonot have a licence to drive,'*
1 have deliberately said tiat. The Commissioner of Police
can say ‘that that person stole & goat when he was a boy
and therefore we will not give him permission to. learn to
drive, I understood that that is the only case where & man
was not given permission to drive, 1 was there and I heard
it. This House is being asked not only to continue a state
of affairs in which a man can be pubished by the Pélice
after the punishment of the Court has expired, but- we are
asked to puit itintothe hand¢of the Commisstoner-of Police
to stop a man from getting a licenice to drive if he has some
rézson for ‘penalising him, That is not power to be put
{nto the hands of the Commissionér of Police and it i¥ not
power by reference to the Minister, This is & straightfor:
ward ursurpation of the power of the Court.

A fnan may have a conviction apinsthimund he tries
to go straigle; he learns todrive, Perhaps he has a driving
conviction and he gets another, It is clearly observed that

the Police  have never mrcised this power - perhaps 1
should say that they should ‘!nrdiy exercise this power ex-
eeptlfﬁeramanmmogls edlfg:r:xdrmm.m
Court imposes some of dise tion agsinst a
driver and wheh he goes’ blckfoi'his%ence the Commis-
sioner of Police says: "Iwiunotgivayou blck any licence'*
In some cases Ihave heard the Commissioner of Police or
somebody in m:horny say that he took into account the
appYcant's driving conviction when he decided not to give
him back his liceince, Soms Commissioners of Police have
refused to permit people to learntodrive bscause of what




~
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they describe as their past record, but there has never
been any statutory authority for that.
6.05 p.m,

In another case, a man was given permission to learn
to drive & bus but the inspector told him that the Commis-
sioner is not going to give you a licence to drive, I have
known the case of 2 man who took the trouble of travelling
to St, Lucia from where he obtained a licence, I see the
man driving now..

In these provisions, you give a manthe right to appeal
from the Commissioner of Police to a Police Magistrate
but an appeal from the Commissioner of Policeto a Police
l\cdagistraue is' no more than an appeal from Caesar to

aesar,

I would ask the Hon, Minister to considet very serious-
1y whether in the Barbados of 1967, the Police should have
power tn decide who should have g driving licence and to
prevernt a man from having a driving licence,

It is done no doubt to keep drivers in line, But, a man
who has gone over the line may become reformed. This isa
threat, I will defy anybody that the provisions are admin-
istered in a democratic way, There is aman who had over
one hundred convictions who was given a driving licence
and a short time after, he found himself defending a case in
a court of law, I understand that he has a driving licence
again, I was questioned whether he {s the person who drives
the Democratic Labour Party's van,

It is clear from a true analysis of Section 31 that it is
really done to give the Commissioner of Police the right
to stop certain people from getting a licence,

Mr, Speaker, the Hon, Minister of Communications and
Works has indicated that he has something to say but I
think that he has the opportunity to speak later, I thought
that he would give the assurance that he was going to take
out the words *‘especially for licence drivers'’,

. Now, Sir, there is too much patch-work legislation
coming to this House nowaday#. There isaright way and a
wrong way. There is evidence of confusion at the top. We
had an amendment to the Motor Vehicle and Road Traffic
Regulation already this year and the same regulationhas to
be amended at the same point so as to increase the fees
for learners. If a comprehensive look wastakenat certain
statutes with a view of effecting all the changes which you
have in mind at one time, anfl in this case if they had
‘thought on the last occasion that they should make charges
for learners, the Hon, Minister of Communications would
have had a much easier time on the last occasion this Act
was amended than what he has today,

Mr, Speaker T had come to the House with the feeling
that this would  be dealf with as a taxation measure but I
see that a lot of the argument is that it is only a proposal
to increase the rates payable on motor cars, taxis, motor
cycles and other motor vehicles,

1 hope that this Government or any succeeding Gov-
ernment would never do what has been done today in bring-
ing in a Billtoincrease the rates of taxes on Motor Vehi-
cles without getting out the reason for the increase or stat-
ing that it is for the purpose of improvement of roads, I
know that. {n Britain in. 1930 or 1931, they set up a Road
Fund for the improvement of roads and within a few years
the fund had reached many million pounds,

6.15 p.m,

1 hope if the Ministers have in mind toencourage us to
vote for the Bill on the grounds of getting better roads or
paying a bit more for the cars, that they will not treat
motorists as cows to be nmkedfqrever, thatthey will keep
increases at a level where they. can say that motor car
. taxation is meeting the cxpondlture on theronds.bocause it
is recognised that in modern days topossessa motor car,
the hon. junior meniber for St. Apdrew notwithstanding, is
not a uxury, but it is something at which everyfamily
should aim, it isapartofthe standard of Hying to which we
hope everybody will aspire, and if it was ;luxuryinths
past, it has ceased to be a Imxury, and once it is recog-

nised to be one of the amenities of life like a house, elec-

tricity, water and so on, I hope we will get expenditure
on the roads which will match the receipts coming in from
the vehicle licences,

Mr, ST. JOHN: Mr, Speaker, there are a few matters
that I would like to draw to the attention of the House in
dealing with this Bill. It has been said on the other side
that there is a serious confusion in the minds of members
on this side of the House as to whether this is a budgetary
matter or a matter of such financial consequenceas to . .
regard it as such. I think, Sir, that a casual look at the
Order Paper today will show in whose name this Bill was
to be introduced together with a look at the Bill itself, and
a comparison of a Bill and the proposed amendments t0
the general provisions of the Road Traffic Act would be
sufficiem to clarify the mind of any person at all that the
main object and purport of this Bill is to increase the
revenue of Government which is now being derived from
the ownership and the use of a motor vehicle,

Now, Sir, why I say thatis because even in the Objects
and Reasons themselves it is pointed out that at the pre-
sent moment there is no chargefor the issue of ‘‘learners’'’
permits, and it is considered desirable to impose such a
charge, It is also pointed out in the amendment to the
Schedule that it is considered desirable that there should
be increases with effect from 1st June, 1967, and that the
rates have remained unchanged since 1937. Now why is it
considered desirable? It has been argued onthe other side
in a similar Bill that roads have been improved, that costs
have gone up and that these fees had been fixed since thirty
years ago. While it may be true to say that this is so, Jet
us not forget that this is only a part of the total taxation
which fails upon the ownership and use of & motor vehicle,
Perhaps the mostonerous partof the taxation on the owner-
ship and use of a motor vehicle,comes from the tax on pe-
troleum and petroleum products which are used in the op-
eration,Let us not also forget thatthere has been a tremen-
dous increase in the humber of vehicles whichare in Bar-
bados today in the several parishes as opposed to those
that were there previously; so that the administrative cost
of collecting any revenue will in my submission be bound
to be reduced considerably, because the greater turnover
in the number of vehicles, the greater amount of tax at the
existing rate which would be derived to the Treasury. I may
say, Sir, that it is positively clear that when one takes into
account these factors, it is nothing but a piecemeal attempt
by the Government to introduce part of their budget in
here today; and any suggestion that we on this side of the
House do not understand what we are talking about can
only be treated with the contempt which it deserves,

Sir, the point has been made in here that since this is
not a financial matter the Minister of Finance does not have
to be here, but as was pointed out by the hon, senior
member for St, Thomas, such is the manner {n which the
Minister of Finance regards this House, that he is pre-~
pared not only not to come in here to deal with financial
matters, he is prepared totreatthis House in a contemptu-
ous manner, It is not only a breach of the Finance and
Audit Act, but it is a breach of Section 109 of the Consti-
tution 'which is the fundamental law of Barbados which says
that the Minister responsible for finance shall in respect
of each financial year at the earliest convenient moment
before the commencement of the financial year introduce in
the House of Assembly an Appropriation Bill containing
under proper beads for the several services required the
estimated te sums which are proposed to be ex-
pended otlierwise than by way of statutory expenditure dur-
ing that financial year, It is positively clear that the whole
spirit and intent in the Constitition is that the Minister of
Fipance must come before the House and introduce an Ap-~
propriation Bill in a1l its stages, That is the position as it
is there in the Constitution, That is why we have to adopt
the attitude that we are adopting on this side, bacause we

lmowthattherolsnm;hetwm eupendnurcu:[ht:‘

revenue as explained in the Egtimates, and that gap

got to be met, How is it being met? It is being met in this.
piecemea] fashion instead of having a comprehensive fi~
nance BUIl, and this is where I amnaluudulwnhtb
customarily misleading speech of the Introducer of this
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customarily misluding spwch of the Introdueer of ﬂus
mateer, - ¢ !

In 'zhe I'buse of Cdmmons mEnglami before an Appno-
priatton: Bill is‘passed, & budgetié presented and in: addi-
tion there is acompre}uhsiv&mu.ulbdtteFmanu Bm,
and we do pot have anything like that here in Barbados
that is.why {n'the past whep. zbe Appbropriation Bill was ﬁzing
dealt with, as commonsense would dictate to any pers,on, at
that time you said this is what we propose to spend existing
‘taxation raises thi%,“and ‘we propose to make up the deficit
by introdublngsuhsalimlyhformis Legislature various’
Bills: which will i our opinion ke up the!difference, or
we propose to have ¥ deficit. That is why it:ie done so; so
to sugitest that it is only:since 1962 wé haverhad a Minfster
of Finance and therefore we have had & Budget i¢in my
humble opinion the essence of confusion and misunderstand-
ing of the situation as existing today. What we have had
since 19682'1s ¥’ comempt for the publi¢ and the people of
this Island astothetrue state of the financial affairs of this

oy o

country, We have had mis-information being givén, we have

had misuse of vores and none of us can ehaek thesé thmgs
accurately

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr Speaker T atir sute the hon,
member must réalise thittie {s well‘ontside the bounds of
Parliamentary propristy:: Not ohly iewhat he'is saying not
fact, but the hon:» member % whom he’is referring is not
now in his place, and to say therefore that there has been
mis-use of votes is a very serious charge which I deny
categorically, Furthermore, Sir, I should like to say that
it i1l becomes members of the Opposition totalk about this,
because we have had experience, factualexperiencein for-
mer Parliamerits of the very thing he is accusing us of and

of which we are inhocent,
. 6,25 p.m.

Surely if they feel that there is anything wrong with the
financial position, they must investigate, There is a Public
Accounts Committee of which the Hon, Leader of the Op-
position is the Chairman, and wheneverhe thinks fit he can
set it to work.

Mr, St, JOHN: I was saying, Sir, that there has been
misspending and misuse of votes for purposes whichwere
not-clearly-dxplained when they were broughtdown here in
this ‘Hotise, 1 sm.glad that the hon, junior mernber: for St;
Lucy has seen fit:to introduce the Public Accounts Com-
mittee In ‘this :House:-bescause the Awditor Geneéral has
written a letter to Your Honour saying that'he is imgble to
present the Report:for the last financial year because the
Departments of Government have not semt in théir Reports,
The Minister should regard that as & breach of financial
integrity in this-country and-ke shotld see that these De-
partments- send in.those Reports immediately, The Min-
ister's awn Ministry, the Mintstry of Education; is ohe of
the financial-ones; and the Ministryof Comenunications and
Works is also one of the financial ones, The lerter whi¢h'
was writtéh by:the Auditor Genéral sets out that the:law
requires: that: this -Report is to be presented not:later than
December in each finsncidl year, 1'see that the Minister of
Agriculture is:nodding His.Head, The hon, member will'
understand exactly what I am talking about ~ thie combina~
tion -of laxity in financial mitters which is-taking place in:
;lgs country, That is whywemstnmethese thmgs m ﬂus

use,

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 am at. lgrendisadvmme in'this
debaté heciupe T have not been provided with: copy-of the
Bill whicliis hefore the House, My informiitionis that orily
23 copies-wers provided « rone for the Cleyk-and nones for
the Spasker, Lam:not in a:position to say whether the hon,

membar 1g:goitg: omkside the: bounds of Yds Bift'or not, 1 -

hvem meﬂyhﬁwu!mmm
'Mr. St JOHMN:: Youtr Homur's handteap shows the
gnw Mﬂmn which¥he: igland is. The 1sland
1390 drolis aad so short of money that- Your Honour cammot
hiw b copy. ofhﬂmmm‘um“m

Mr snzmmmnmum iaﬂbuhﬂnee
ofmnmu and other things, That is another redson why

“things are not uwp to date as I hope they will soon become,
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<. Mr,8t, JOHN: What we on this side of the House want
to know quite clearly is this: Itis of no use saying that this
is anadministrative matter, because it {s more than that,
It is part and parcel of the amounts which the Govermment
imend to-use to close the gap between the profected ex-
penditiréd for ‘this year and the projected revenue on the
existing rates of taxation,. Str, I feel that it would be in-
cumberit “ipsh the Introducer of this Resolution to tell us
whit the existing state of revente is under.the existing
charges which they now seek to amend, and what is the
projeeted revenve under the amended.charites when they
sr&Brought into effect, I feel that this i« a piece of in-
formation which, out of common courtesy, should be given
to the House, Then and only then can we be able in our
minds toexercisé our duty towards the several people whom
we, on this side, represent and see whether the totality-of
the burden of nxation is too great or too little, :

‘Some hon, ‘members have raised the question about
the existing Road Traffic Act but this is not an attempt by
the Government to consider the Road Traffic Act in'its
entiréty,Ido not believe that the relevant Ministry has seen
much of this legislation at all, This was done purely by
the Financial Ministry and the Legal Draughtsman. Ido not
believe that the Minister of Comrmunications had anything
to do with the principle of the Bill otherwise they would
have thought of bringing down & comprehensive Amendment
to the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic'Act to deal with the
points raised in particular by the Minister of Communi-
cations, the problems of sccidénts which arise today as a
result of the traffic onthe highwaysiand ‘things of that kind,
They would have introduced an Amendment whichwas found
necessary in most of the other Commonweaith countries
by creating a specific offerice which causes death by care-
less driving. In these countries if a person is killed, the
police bring a case of manslaughter but the jurors are
killers themselves and they adopt the attitude thattoday is
for you, tornorrow is for rhe and they are too haphazard
as regards charges of mnansliughtsr, The penalty shonld be
incressed and that hasbeén proved to be an effective means
of dealing with the situation where a person loses his life
as a result of anaccident because of the bad use of a motor
velicle, That is whatthe Mintstérof Communications would
have put up if he had had the opportunity of Tooking at this
Bill. He would have seen that the penalty for driving dan-
gerously in Barbados todiy;‘a penslty whi¢h was fixed as
lorig ago as 1937, is a fine of £10 or 8 months® imprison~
ment, Mr, SPEAKER: ‘£16and /or 3months* {mprisonmeri),
It is a case of lowpenalties in respect of serious accidents
which appear to be on the rise in Barbados and I believe it
is 4 case for céncemo‘n the other side.

We thad thopight that mtlus exercisewewould have had
our attention engaged with. suchalned matters as insurance’
for third parties, The taxation aspect of the matter is
purely a budgetary matter. That, in my submission, is the
only way in which we can Jook at this matter. - it is part
and parcel of the Government’s budgetary means, itis part
and parcel of the fiscal step whichthe Government will take
to meet, that gap which is missing from the losses of the
Treasury which have come from the operationof the Bar-
bados Marketing Corporation, the Hilton Hotel and the high
cost of overseas representation which is far in excess of
what was anticipated,

6.35 p.m,

The Hon, Minister said that the hon, senior member
for St;:Thomas talked about their spending $2 mitllion on
roads.. Let us not:forget this, How much money the taxes
on Motor Vehicles bring in? I am in a position to-show
that two-of the provisions of these taxes are fir in excess
of “tb amount of monay which ﬁny sm onrotds

- Slr GRANTLEY ADAN& 1 sbln bcfﬁr!ybﬂef The
hen, .sestior member for Christ Clin'ch sid other mermbers
of the OmsmmhAnMMmostof’ﬂnpotmm
shonldhnvebanrdsed

Itlsmmthathﬂ-bn. Iuderomnl-lomashmdd
uymnmnmfmofrmm;m"m‘yubcamﬂn
fess have been ratsed sfiice 1687 and it fs not x finaheial
matter, xmm&mmuuum mskadma
mwrmemouy
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. The trouble in this debate and theprevious one is that
the: Ministers are not agreed in saying that this is 2 mea-
sure brought in for general taxatfon, Iaskthe Hon, Leader
of the House not to continue tomakeéa very-rash statement
which: have no foundation of fact, Look how. you are asking
for better roads! The hon, member must not do that, he .
must not make these rash statements, It does not mafter
to us what sort of reputation he gets for doing that. How-
ever it is not. fair to Barbados. The Hon, Prime Minister
came- in here.and said ‘‘here is my lieutenant'’, The peo-
ple are looking to it that the Hon, Leader of the House, the
hon, junior member for St. Lucy, is the Prime Minister’s
lieutenant, :

. Apart from the prommmments of the Minister, there
are other inaccuracies. -l would say thata child in 2 school
for backward children would not use that statement, He said
that the Government had offered the Churcha sum greater
than that offered by the B,.L.P, Government, He did not
know if they did that because there was no Minister of
Education, Can anybody make a more illogical staternent
than- that? The only way this could impress its members
is if he was talking to people who could not think,

Let the hon, member stop that and I am thinking not
only of his colleagues sitting down around there, I am ap-
pealing to him to stop it for the sake of the Government
and for the sake of the country.

He did not know that the Prime Minister was in here
but in speaking, he went on making excuses.

Hon, N, W, BOXILL: Mr, Speaker, what is the Hon,
Leader of the Opposition speaking on?

Mr, SPEAKER: What-the Hon, Leader of the Opposition
is saying is not relevantto the matter under discussion,
1 have allowed passing reference to certain things but the
hon, member should notgo into something whichhappened. -
sometime ago and which has nothing to do with the motion
under discussion, .

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: ] am making a reply to the
speech made by the Hon. Leader of the House. .

~ Mr. SPEAKER: It 4s pgrfeetly in order to explain.
something but it is out of order to refer to a previous de-
bate that has nothing to do with the debate which is now
under dlscussmn.

Sir GRANTLEYADAMS: Mr; Speaker, whatIamsaying
is that they do not reply to things to which they should re-
ply. I am poirting out that we do not have any time for.
matters extraneous to what we are doing in the House, We
do not ‘attack for the sake of attacking.

But when the hon. member comes in this House with
matters like this that is so plainly matters of finance and
try to defend it in'this way, itis not doing this Government
any good. Is it & fact that the hon, member does these
things just because he is always amxious to score off the
Opposition? Ido not want to go too far, therefore, T wonld
not say more than that,

6.45 p.m,

The hon, member. was at pains to mention the Leader

of the Opposition: being Chairman of the Public Accounts -

Committee, So as not to gotoo far at this point; Iwould not
say moye on this, The hon, member atany rate can answer
this: why didthe Public Accounts Committee not meet in the:
previous Session? As far as trying toput me on the spot is
concerned, does not the hon, member know that I rejoice
at the fact that precedence wasthere thatthe Leader of the
Opposition was Chairman of the Public -Accounts Commit-

tee? Does he ‘think that any prise has fallen into my lap
greater thanthatfor years and years? Does he think I would
not investigate and do not intend to investigate everything?
I have. been told by the Accountant General that I cannot
summon- & meeting, I even tried before.S1st-March, but I
was. told nothing will be ready; this year's acconats will-
not be ready yet, muhtbmmrmmu.
I was reminded that Your l*hnonrlndamnraboltth

-
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Departments which had not done anythipg. Do not think for
one half-second I am not going into public accounts as &cru-
pulously and carefully as any human being ever went into
accounts, I wonder if Iam going toget from the Public Ac-~
counts Committee the Hilton Hotel Accounts; I realise, Mr,
Speakar as 1-said that, that I sho\nd not go any further,

Mr; SPEAKER: ! heard the I*bn. Leader of the Opposi-
tion say he wondered, but mforturmely he wondered alond
and we an heard,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: 1 ;pok)g[se. Iwillsayno more
than that, Trying to suggest thatiweare not doing our duty,
and specifically referring to me as-being Chairman of the
Public Accounts Committee is-something you ought to be
sorry about and. not try to throw at'me that I am not doing
my duty. You will see when I: do my duty whn will
happen,

Hom, N. W. BOXILL: Mr, Spen}nr,,before you put the
question, I should like to replyonbehalf of the Government
just. for the information of the hon, senior member for St,
Thomas, He raised, . I think, two or three pertinent points
about people going for licences at the discretion of the
Commissioner of Police, As he would know, this is an old
relic of the horse and buggy days, I do agree that some- °
thing has to be done about that, and the Government is
seriously considering bringing legislation to the House, I
think the hon, member understands what I am saying,

The question that the Bill be now read a second time,
was put and resolved in the afﬁnnative without division,

On the motion of Hon, J. C, TUDOR seconded by Hon.
C. E. TALMA, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the Hause
went into Committee on the Bill, Mr, YEARWOOD in the
Chair, '

"Clauses 1 to 6 inclusive were called and passed,

The Schedule was called,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Ctuirmm,lbegtzonwvethu
this be the Schedule,

Hon, C. E, TALMA: 1beg to second that,

Mr, HINDS: Mr, Ghairman, under this Schedule, there
are a few things which come to my notice, One thing we
know s that part of the taxes from motor: vehicles is used
for registration purposes to ensure that a perfect record
is kept of the vehicles, and partof it-is also used for High-
ways, Police and the like, but we see here-in this Schedule
that for weight the owner of a motor car not ex-
ceeding 15 cwts, will ndw pay $21.50, and in the case of &
motar - ¢ab he will be called upon. to pay 383,00, What 1
would like to draw to the attentionofthe House is that it is
not merely $21.50 for a motorcar.and $39.00 for a motor-
cab; it is the increase thathas brought this figure about, In
the case of a-private motor car not exceeding 15 cwt, the
present rate or tax-is $18,00, Thatnow gdes to $21.50, and
a motor..cab which was $27,00 now goes to $83.00, Int!l

; moohmtorcarmeeedkg!ﬁcm.butmtueudingle

cwt, the tax.goes from $19,20 to $23,00, while a motor eab

goes from $28,80 to $35, Slmﬂulyionvmchn:

18 owt.: but ‘mot etcheding 17 ewt, it is increased frem’
$20,40 to- $94.50 in the case of a car, and from$30,80 to
$37.00 in the case of a motor cab, ’

6559m

. Lat us go. & little further down the Jine and you will
see a wmmm 22 cwt hut not - exceeding 23 cwt,
$35.00, The mofor car owner is now paying $38.80 per
year, m:smdmmuwuwwwt
have | been able to read out in this House; It on}y tells us:
what these persons are:now.going to pay; b lamina
position;to bring hon. members wp 1o date so:that they can
understand what is the true position, If your motor car does
not excend 23 cwt. you:were required topay $28,80 bit you
are. now: asked to. pay:-$35.00;.In the case of a taxt owner:
who: hag besn: paying :$49.90, -on the principle of this new'
rate, he has got $0.pay-$61,00 ‘Thet is the poor taxi driver
whom you see down there in the stand, I want to tell the
introducer. of this Bt thetthe taxi driver1salresdysaddied
with paying comprehensive’ lnnrm ‘He hag to pay his

"A
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inspéction fee and that has already beenincreased, The fee
for his driving licence has been lncreased The tax on the
vehicle {s now incressed-and very soon we will'not be
surprised if the price of the gisotene is incréased, That is
the' trouble ‘with the pdor taxi driver. We know that some

of thétn’ hve to ply day'fn aid day out, night'in and night -

out &xcept when a tourist boat comes in and we know who

geté' the bulk of the trade. Where the owner of the vehicle
was’paying $48.20 he ‘has now got to pay $51.00, Sorhe of

these vehicles are in the mw weight class

As yon know, Sir, the taxi driver must have LS vehlcle
on-the road and it mustbear acertain attraction, The tax{”

driver is in a very highly competitive field and he has to-

have & posh car onthe Foad, Your will find that if his vehi-"

cle happens to fall ina weight not exceeding 32 cwt,, where
he ‘Has been paying $63.00 in the past, he e nowgotto

pay 373,00, 'which is an increase of $10,00, That {§ what i¢"

done with the poor taxi owner, In the' case of a private
vehicle not exceeding 32 cwt. he now pays $42,00 but he
will now be called upon to pay $51.50. Sir, all along the
Schedule it goes and the taxi driver whose vehicle is ifi a
weight not exceeding 40 cwt, and who now finds himself
paying $63,00, he goes to $73,00 and there is a general
increase of 310 00 per vehicle from the time'it apbroaches
a weight not ‘exceeding 32 cwt, For the private motor car
not exceeding 32 cwt. it goes from $42.00 to $51.50. Not’
exceeding 34 cwt it goes from $44,40t0 $54.50, In the case
of & private motor vehicle ot exceeding 36  cwt. it goes
from $48.00 to $59.00 and if it falls under 39 cwt whete the
owner now pays 3$51.60 he has to look for $63,50, It goes
from ‘$57.60 to $11.00 where ‘the private motor car does
not exceed 40 ewt,

< The hm Introducer of this Bill knows very well that
thi& is an:atferrpt to ruh the taxi owners off the road, at
least, quite a mumber of themn, The big garages can take
care of thernselves, The small taxi owners have been find-
ing it very difficult in the past. If this Government had any

real sensé of business 411 theéy nheeded 1o do, and we would

support thermn, would be to Have allowed the taxes to're-
main as they weré& except in the cage of admiristrative

Boards, The cost of printing records, books, certificates
and the like, has been increased, and because of that we
would be quite willing to support a small increase for that
purpose; but this is an attempt at raising money for what
purpose? Sir, not even the introducer of this Biil can really
say; he just does not know: However, Sir, we are warning
thein that they must bear in mind the injury which they are

doifg not only to the private motor ¢ar owner and even'in

the case”of the’'pfivate motor car owner, there are some
young men and worhen who have just taken up jobs but
there iy the question of the -difficulty which they have in
getting to and from their work by the transport which is
provided by the Governmerit. Because of the long hours
of waiting at the bus
their homes these e find-that they have got to strain
themsel'vea -and purchase ‘little vehicles in- order to get
them going to and fro. :
7.08 p.m, :

~What do you find now, Sir? You find that the poor car

owner. the small income man, has run himself into debt
in order to get a car, I*hbasnwlfemdiﬁmselfnﬂpm-
bably children, Now, he has put himselfindebt and now he
finds that instead of his budgeting topay $28,80 for the car
licance he has o pay $38:00," “Where a mnnwasplying
m.oo e hlsto pay tow $44.

- 'We had: ulwm thonght that thetncmsémuxes would '
han heen levied on gasolene because ftis thonght that that

is 2" MOre equitalde’ Wiy of Bnancing road baf1ding or what-

ever project it is to:de'done becsuse ifa persoit owns & car
or.a motor vehicle; sccording 1o this Schisdide whether a
car goes‘on the hijghways or niot, the owner has to pay taxes

on it That is why we fael that there should be a fiominal
fos but if a person ases higcar, it would mean that #t'wonld

corsume thére gasolene thin a car that is kept in the ga-

‘rage tAnd ths moré you sse it; the more gasolene it wonld

consume, whether you use-it-fiér Jeisure of pléasure the
more gasolens you would consime, 30 the more you wounld
- Ve 0 Pay,

- and the difficulty in returning to

Instead of that, they come here and as the hon, senior
member -for“St, Peter has said when he was speaking on
s&nothet Resolntion, they are going to collect more money
from the people than what they are going to do by way of
constructing more roads or what ever projectthey have in
mind

The Hon. Minister said that there is a type of vehicle
called ““Honda**, He did not say that the **Honda’* is a killer
but what we gather is that when you ride a “Honda'* any-
thing can happen, The tax ona motor cycle was $7.20 but it
is now raised to $9.00, Let us see whether the Hon, Minis-~
ter-is really serious aboutthese motor cycles and reducing
&ccidents or doing anything about it at all in any respect,
All e says {sthatthereis atype of vehicle called **Honda**
which is onthe road now, and you find that the tax on these
motdr cycles which used to be $7,20 before is now $9.00,
The taise ih tax of $1.800na motor cycle is nothing to pre-
vent anybody from getting one,

If these motor cyclists were causing this lotof trouble,
if they were being involved in alotof accidents and causing
a lot of road deaths, youwould have thought that they would
have said that they need more money to conduct a special
typé of vigilafice campaign run against them for let us say
three or six months and because of that there was going
to'be advertising aboiit it in iewspapers and by other means.
But we have heard nothing of the sort.

The Hon, Minister referred to irresponsible youngsters
and their riding looking for something to happen, I know
from my own experience that there are a Iot of cheap motor
cycles on the road. If youare really serious and want to do
something to keep these people who ride motor cycles in
chéck, if you are using the money fromthis tax as a means
of keeping down the rate of accidents, you would have
raised the fee on motor cycles much more than that, The
Hon, Minister said that we are using this money from
these taxes as a means of stamping out some of these
accidents,

Hon, N, W, BOXILL: Mr, Chairman, 1 rise on a point
of order, I never in my speech said anything about taxes
being a means of stamping out accidents as the hon, mem-
ber has'said.

Mr, HINDS; Mr. Chairman, I think where the Hon,
Minister and I may differ is that while the Minister was
making his speech he laid emphasis on taxes but by the
time the Resolition was ready to go to the vote, the Hon,
Minister changed his tongue and talked of collecting fees,
7.15 p.m,

Hon, ‘N, W, BOXILL: Mr. Chairman, on a point of
order, ' never 1aid ary emphasis on taxes, because taxa-
tion-is a matter for the Minister of Finance,

Mr, HINDS: Mr, Chairman, as far as I can gather, it
does not matter what the Minister is driving at,

Mr, CHAIRMAN: I would like to remind the hon, mem-
ber that in myopiniona second reading spéech i{s now being
made by him, and he is not confining himself to the Sche-
dule, ‘I will therefore ask him to comne himself to the
Schedule,

Mr. HINDS: Mr, Chairman, I said that there was a
difference betweén the hon. member and myself as to the
uriderstanding of what was coliecting fees, and what were
taxes as mentioned in his speech, and he s going to bring
me t the point of other fon, members not understanding
what is meant by the word **Schedule’*,

Mr, CHAIRMAN: If yonwerewlook at th-. Schedule,
you will see thit it defines the amomt you have to piy.’ Yon
hed an ofportunity to desl with whatever you needed to

: dqalw!thlnﬂnaeeodradinsspuch

Mr, HINDS: Mr, Chairman, Iknow you are just back
from England. Under the Heading ﬁnoworcycles"lsee
that an owner who paid $7.20 will now pay $9.00, and for
those with a car attached when not used for industrial
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purposes the increase is from $9.60 10 $12.00, if a car

is going to be used for industrial purposes the increase is
from $21.60 to $26.00, Iwill say, Mr, Chairman, that if one
of the compelling reasons for seeking to have this increase
was to. reduce the number of road deaths involving motor
cycles, the tax should have been increased to such a figure
as to bear some relation to the seriousness of the offences
or the number of road accidents they cause,

With respect to vans, omnibuses and lorries, I had to
draw to the attention of the Hon, Minister of Communica-
tions and Works some time in the past that there were cer-
tain qualifications applied by the Department of Highways
and Transport, moreso by the Department of Transport, to
vehicles using the highways of this Island, but that such
qualifications were illegal, Inother words, these qualifica-
tions .were nowhere to be found in any of the Statutes relat-
ing to the Motor vehicles and road traffic in this.Island.
With respect to four wheeled (2 axle) vehicles equipped for-
purposes of propulsion with four tyres only, I am going to
be ultra-cautious in making mention under this part of the
Schedule for the simple reason that I do not intend to say
anything that would cause the Minister or his Ministry to
set about doing any research and so cause a number of
people to suffer, The Minister undoubtedly knows what
section of the public I am referring to, Let us turn now
to six wheeled (3 axle) vehicles. The motor Vehicle and.
Road Traffic Act, 1937 (1937-16) made provision for vehi-
cles up to 7 1/2 tons and not exceeding 8 tons to pay
$76.80, but today they have to pay $9500,

Now there are plans to mechanise the sugar industry.
You know the good old cane-blade talk, Provision is now
being made for a vehicle exceeding 8 tons but not exceed-
ing 8 1/2 tons to pay $101, and for 8 1/2 tons but not ex-
ceeding 9 tons it is $1017
7.25 p.m.

Vehicles exceeding 8 1/2 tons but not exceeding 9 tons
the fee is now $107.00, My view is this, If you are in the
sugar industry where you are getting the canes burnt or
otherwise, with this excessive number of cane fires or
whatever it might be, whatever the position is, if you own
this type of vehicle and youare called upon to pay $107, it
is alright where we are concerned, You have these heavy
commercial vehicles and the opportunity is being seized to
get some money in, But, Sir, let us come down to the last
item in the Schedule on page four of this Bill, That item
deals with plantation carts, I think I am correct in saying
that my information is, and I would like the hon, member
to correct me if I am wrong, that they pay $7.20, I do not
know if it is because some people seemto hate to sée cane
blades and they hate to see plantation carts; but they now
have to pay $30,00 coming from $7,20, Surely there should
be some explanation about this. matter, We are not saying
that $7,20 might have been too little, but we hope that in
arriving at $30,00 they were not motivated by any attempt
at removing the cane blades in the sugar industry or any-
thing else,

SIR GRANTLEY ADAMS; How in the name of Heavens,
Sir, can we sit down and consider this matter without thz
knowledge of what the present rates are? What is the good
of saying what the present rates are? What is the good of
saying what you propose to do except we know what the
present rates are? I am suggesting to the hon, member that
he postpone. this matter until next Tuesday, How can any
of us say that this is tog high an increase or too great an
increase or not? Jf,we postpone the consideration of this
matter unt{l Tuesday, we will still beinthe financial year,
I am not blaming the hon, member who introduced this Bill;
probably it was pushed into his hands just because. he is the
Minister of Communications, Whoever prepared this Bill
was in a wonderland atmosphere. Imagine telling us about
increased rates without telling us what they were originally?
If we postpone this matter until Tuesday, then we will get
the figures through another authority. from which we can
get them, and then we will be in a position to speak on the
matter, The hon, member who has just satdown is the only
hon, member who lsinaposltlonrospuk on this matter as
having the figures,

Mr, SMITH: Sir, Ido not want tp prolong the debate,
I told the hon, member who has just sat down that [ only
received my copy of this Bill Jate yesterday afternoon and .
I took it home to read itand while perusing it I fell asleep.
This morning.I woke up and forgot it at home and 1 had to
borrow this copy. When I telephoned, the office to see if I
could get a copy of the Bill Iwas:informed that there were
no._copies down here, I, too, would appeal to the Minister
that he should postpone this matter until Tuesday, fhe
cannot do that, I donot know whatto say, I will wait to hear
what the Minister has to say. If the Minister will not post-
pone it,thenIwill have totalk,. The Hon.Minister and his col-
leagues may have been dealing with this matter since last
year, but hon, members onthis side of the House only had
it from yesterday. If the Hon. Minister will accept a post-
ponement of this matter then Iw1lltake my seat; if he can-
not do that, then I will have to talk, (A MEMBER. You.can
talk). It does not appear as if the Minister. will take me on
so I will have to take him on,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is that the Schedule
stand part.........

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Chairman, I was_just awaiting the
Minister and you are not prepared to give me a chance, If
hon, members down there will not behave themselves I will
behave badly,

Mr CHAIRMAN: I am appealing to the hon, member
to address the Chair.

Mr, SMITH:; Appeal to those hon, members first, In
this Schedule, Sir, you will notice that in one column you
have the words ‘‘Exceeding Cwt'’, and in the next column
you have the words ‘‘not exceeding Cwt.’* Youhave in the
third column the words *Motor car'’, $21.50; and in the
fourth column you have the words **Motor cab; $33,00, and
it goes right down the line 1ike that, Again, the same argu-
ment will arise, The preparation of this Schedule is only
to throw sand inour eyes because I, personally, do not know"
what are the present rates. Idid nothave any time to check
on it so as to know the necessary increases,

7.35 p.m,

That is a fact; it is not good enough and if we have to
vote against it, it would be on those grounds, It should be
clearly pointed out to us,

First of all, we should know how many vehicles they are
and what is the estimated increase and things of that sort.
We cannot sit here and vote for a document of this kind

without knowing the facts, I doubt if the hon, introducer.of -

this, Resolution knows how many vehicles there are, We
should know how many vehicles there are as well as we
should know what this increase is expected to bring in. As

a matter of fact you shouvld know how many vehicles there
are in each parish. It would be good information for every-
body, the Press and all people,. Instead of that all that we
are told is that a motor car notexceeding 15 cwt will have
to pay $21,50 and a motor cab of that weight will have to
pay $33.00, A motor car not exceeiding 16 cwt will have to
pay $23,00 and a motor cab of that weight will have to pay
$35.00, We should be told how this money from this tax
would be used, The public. should be told, It is. not good
enough,

Ono of ﬁ'n apuknrs uferred tb wddrivers and tried
to plead the taxi drivers case, Idonot think the case of The
taxi drivers needs any support. As a matter of fact I do not
think the hon,. member knows that 95% of these taxi drivers

are supporters of the D,L.P, Around. .independence time

you could have seenhowmnyddnuﬂxidnmamrc

members of the D,L.P, from the number plates on their -

taxis, As one driver told me, if Iwere in your Government,
nothing of this sort could happen, I know that-the Govern-
mentwannnlotofmomy ‘These taxi drivers only.got two.
weeks work with the 'Government atthat time but the -
Government has to get back all this money, They have all
this time to get it. back.ukmfornmhrfonorﬂn

' mrsmlwcmhcklmmr..
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T do-not hiveto'plead the taxi drivers* case, They had
the Government's nice money for about two weeks so the
Government must get back something out of it, Whenever
the Government pirt on money:on the wages or:salaries of
people, they have toget back something out of it.

Mr. Chairman, from the way in which this document
is prepared, I cannot support it, I am not in & position to
know how much would be the ‘Tesultant revenve;

The last time this Government lncreased the prme of

a gill of rum by four cents
Mr. CHAIRMAN:; | see nothing here about agill of rum.

Mr. SMITH: Now, Sir, when this Government carried
the price of rum up, you had to pay four eents more for
half gill of fum, “That 'is why I am of the opinion that the
way in which these increases are made today,the Govern-
ment ‘is “fleecing  these people in order to cdllect more

taxes, They say that it would:be for this purpose: and then v

they woukd spend it another way,

Now, Sir, that is why Ibroughtan :xample, It happened
already and it can happen again, Idonot know what 1 would
be voting for If I vote for: this in this way. I:do not know if
hon, members on the other side know the reason, JuSt now
some blind-eyed puppy talked about.....

Hon, N, W, K)XILL- My, Chairmm Iwillask thehdn,

member to withdraw that reimiark, I was the person who

made that statement;”

My, SMITH: To whomanilreferring, Mr, Chairman?

“Mr. CHAIRMAN: - Yoﬁ were - reférring to the Hon,
Minister. I am asking the hon, member 1 withdraw thc
words **blind-eyed puppy**.

Mr, SMITH: Whom did [ call a “blind eyed puppy’*?

-Mr; CHAIRMAN I-am askmgthe hon nember to withv
draw the words “blind-eyed puppy" . o

Mr SMITH: 1 have not called any person & "blind- 7

eyed puppy’’.

Mr, CHAIRMAN; "Objection -has been taken to-the use
of the:words “*blind-eyed pwpy" md I am asking you to
withdraw those words, "~ -

Hom n W, B)XILL- ‘On a point of order Nxme hlm. .

Mr, SMITH:V»men Igetmmed Iamgoing qno Fix-
it-Right )

Hwever Str 'when you wummmw!thdrwﬂn words
“blind-eyed puppy*r-1 respectfully dosoburatthe same

time ldonotuveumofmapibt Idombnvetogof

aromﬂsonieeommyhedy
76”0 ‘ S

Mr SMH’FENow Sir aslmsay!ns, lcmaffordw
sumxxphneormywhsmmnm,beummmemwy

secrets for: me, * You can tell me anything orestly, thank -
hesvens for:it; Sir; Iamsipposedto be untappy sboit Reso-

lutions: aad ‘Biils-of this nature comitng at thiw: ttme of the
yest which make: incresses without sny kénd of explanation,
We-were told that if these were taxds, the Minisoer of Fi-
mmmmmwmnlsmmmtﬂsls
No; 8 Order: standtng in‘the name: of Bou.'E, W. Barfow:
SMRMMGIEBNMMWVQMcMW

Rond"Tn&cAet. Now, 8tr; if itix not'his toncern, why
did the Hon, Introducer ask for Jeave to deaj with it? What:

isthe: difference’ hetween foes and taxes? Are you telling
me that when fees are collected thiey will be carried down

ths Harbour ‘Rosd -and thirows sway at the Barbados Mar-

kasing Corporation;

the Treasury? T lnow that sHshe whether -

as fees or as taxes goss into the Treasury, but the Hon,

buwhnmmmu:ygom-

, Im!amsmﬂmitkmt

e —  ——— —————— ]

Minister waiits to teach a dog to suckeggs by saying these
are fees,

I have to be careful as on the last occasion when four
cents was put on each half gill of rum, I suppose it would
have been eight cents for a ‘bishop’; and we have to be very
careful in dealing with bishops because it seems to me that
you have to bea good rumdrinkerto become a bishop. I am
afraid, Mr. Chairman, that this is too much of a blow. I
know we must get taxes to runthe country, but as this doc-
ument is prepared, I am not in a position to say whether
this increase is too much or toolittle, I should be told that
there are so many vehicles inSt, Michael and the increased
fess would bring in so mmch' extra revenue, and similarly
for each parish,

I always say, Mr, Chairman,that a Government is like a
housewife who stays at home and does her work while the
breadwinner has to go out and get money for her to spend,
You should not therefore go wildly into anything and levy
taxes because you have the big stick in the corner or the
mumbers and the law belind you, It is not fair to them and
they should know before hand what they are being taxed for
and how much'is being collected, The servant should never
be greater than the master, and thatis the mistake that this
Government and most Governments make, Youshould learn
to respect those who do the work and from whom you get
the taxes, I forgot to pay my income tax the other day, and
when a reminder did: corne thete was an extra $63 added
because that is the lawwhichIthink I hslped to pass. I have
to:work to'get it; soi‘don't vou think I will have to ralk?
Whenever it comes to money, ! have agrievance, I am dif-
ferent from those who do-not pay taxes: so do not blame or
curse me when 1 amtalking, bécause I am doing so for my-
self and for my brother ta.xpayer

'755pm, ‘
1 am-not satisﬂed whcn Ihearthltthls is going downtln

drain and then I cannot prove it.When I hear that one man
could hold on to such a big cheque and they called him back

" and he came back with it,I cannot feel good, If you tax me, I

will pay it but you must see to it that the money is spent in
the rightdirection, The old lady says:'*You hurt me,youburn
me and make me cry.'*This Bfllwillbe passed but not with
my support.It is not fair to me, to this House or to the Op~
position.It ' is. not fair to the electorate of Barbados
to -pass a.-Bill of -this sort, . We know the reasons or
~we feel we know the reasons for this Bill, but we should
know how much the increases are. No Manager can come
‘down ‘to: Bridgetown-on-F riday with a book from an owner
or attorney or with 4 documentto draw money . in a.way like
this, He. just could notdo that, The owner or Attorney would
never. sign-that chefue or, if he did sign it, the manager
would hnveto;eplytqamquuonubd by the Attorney
or the owner. That being so, why should we sign this cheque
in this conditiog to~night? We.cannotdo that, Of course,
the Government can do most things; the onlything that this

*-Govermpent cannot do 4s-to tirn a man into a worhan or &

woInan_into a.man; therefore they can do as they piease,
fair to the people of Barbados,

The question that the Schedule stand part of the
Bill was put and resalved in the affimative without division,

i On ﬂxe motion of Iion. I C. TUDOR. seconded by Hon,

C. E. TALMA, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of one.

Bill in Committee,

MR ‘Sf’E’AKER resumed the (Chair and reported accordingly,

i‘bﬂ. .T.*C TUDOR.’MI’: Spuleor,lbegm movethxthis
mem !‘eﬂ’lthlréttme.

- M.C.E.TAIMM Ihelmsoeondm

The question was put and resolved in the affirnative, the
Housedw:dmg as follows-o

AYES: - MR. YEI&RVOOD. HONOURABLES Jo G. TUDOR,

C. E. TALMA, A. DaC, EDWARDS,

G. G. FERGUSSON,
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N. W. BOXILL, Messrs, CORBIN, LOWE, WEEKES and

HOPPINes10,

NOES:Messrs HINDS, ADAMS, SMITH-and Sir GRANTLEY

ADAMSe4,

On the motion of Hon, J. C. TUDOR, seconded by Hon,
C. E. TALMA, the Bill was read a third time ond passed,

HIGHWAYS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1967

Mr, SPEAKER: The next. Order oftheDaysttndS in the
name of the Hon, and Learned Prime Minister,

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, Iam asking leave to
take charge of this Bill which stands inthe name of the Hon,
and Learned ane Mims&r

Mr, J. M, G, M, ADAMS: Mr. Spesker, I am not aware
of what Order the Hon, Minister is dealing with,

Mr. SPEAKER; The Orders go in sequence,

, Mr. J. M, G, M, ADAMS: Therefore we should go on to
Order No, 1 now. :

Mr, SPEAKER: I am sorry-the hon, member was w-
aware of the fact that we were dealing with Order No, 7
which comes immediately after Order No, 6. It is ordinary,
mathematical sequence for Order No, 7 to come after Order
No. 6, Order-No, 7isto movethe second reading of a Bill
to amend the Highways Act, 1900, -

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Does it mean, Mr, Speaker,
that when an Order is takenoutof its place, the next Order
is the one which follows it? Do you take Order No, 22 and
then'the‘next’ Order is Order No, 1?

Mr, SPEAKER: Order 28 comes after Order 22,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS; Tlut was not done with the
Estimltes (L aughtcr)

Mr, SPEAKER: Perhaps the Hon, Leader of the Oppo-
sition will explain what happened inthe Estimates from his
own personal exphnation.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR; Mr, Speaker, this Bill is a Bill to
amend the Highways Act, 1900, It deals with the increase
of the tax:payable for cycles to50¢ for' each wheel, the fn-
crease being in effect from the ‘1st Jume, 1967 Ibegto
nnvetlntthis Blnbenowmdasecomume

Hon, C, E TALMA'Ibegtosecmdtht

. “Mr. J.M. G, M, ADAMS; Mr, Speaker, I will start
straight off by saying.that we, on this side of the House,
are opposed to there being any tax on bicycles at all,
8.05 p.m,

There is no point in imposing a tax on bicycles from
the point of view of bringing in money like the tax which
we were dealing with in the Bill which has just become an
Act, Sir, the tax on bicycles is a tax which is collected by
the various ‘councils, I am sure that that tax is not a true
licence tax,

1 think this tax was brought up not so much to get any-
thing out of it but so that some mark be given to the owner
so that he could place upon the bicycle, That was decided
uwon in the distant past becanss no hon, member made a
speech on this, I hope the Hon, Lsader of the House would
be amenable to reason and postpone this, I would like him
to know that this tax was collected from time to time even
;l;omhltnltecostofeoueainsltlsmrethnnthemmit

ings

Nobody wants to deprive the phupalmera outoﬂ busi-
ness, with the Local Government, Issea former Chairman

of the District Council shaking his hands; If the former
Chairman is amenable, he would not be hard to reason.

Mr. SPEAKER: Did I understand the hon. member to
say by implication that if he was hard headed he would not
understand,

Mr, J. M. G, M, ADAMS; -That word was used in a
metaphorical sense, Nevertheless; Mr, Speaker, there is
something more to a bicycle licence than what the plate
painters get, The tax for a bicycle is sixty-four cents for
two wheels, It is not more than-a nuisance tax, It isa
source of amusement to some small boys who want to get
a particular number, However, itis a nuisance tax, it is not
a worthwhile tax,

I am willing to submit that itis a mark of identification
to put on & bicycle to be held by the owner, The answer to
this is to have a licence plate to be held by the owner, If the
owner of a bicycle has reason topart with it, or he sells it
to someone else, the only thing that is necessary is to go-
in to the Licensing Officer and getthe name changed to the
person to whom it was sold,

As 1 have Said, the tax on a bicycle is only sixty-feur

cents now, It is proposed to increase this tax to one dollar,

This tax would bring in less than $9.000 a year. I hope new
arrangements would be found so that the officer who is deal-
ing with these licences would have other things to deal with,
The collection of this tax is going to absorb most of this
nine thousand dollars, It is going to cause more trouble
than the $24,000 it brings in all together,

St, Philip is the most bicycle minded parish of all the
rural parishes. It has twice as many bicycles as St, George,
1 do not know the number in Christ Church, I hope it will
not be thouglt that members onthis side are worried abut
the few bicycles in St, Thomas and St, Andrew. It may be a
question of the hills that there are so few bicycles in these
parishes,

Mr, Speaker, I suggest that nobody took proper notice
of the taxes received from the Licensing of bicycles, If
that were so, this amendment to the Act would not be put
before the House, Let it be thatbicycle owners be charged
once for all,

8'15 p.m

I should say, Mr, Speaker, that the Manifesto of the
Barbados . Labour Party specifically ‘mentioned bicycle
taxes as one of the things they would have abolished. You
are indeed getting no great financial relief because the
amount is so small, This is only a nuisance tax and you
spend $9,000 and the time of this House to collect it, What
is the point of having somebody in St. Andrew going down
to,the St, Andrew Sub-Treasurer to collect 260 bicycle
licences, somebody going from St, Joseph to the Sub-
Treasurer for 278 bicycle licences and so on? If it were
centralised you could say that one person wasdealing with
it, but you have eleven suthorities collecting bicycle taxes
and only four of them have 1,000to.collect, St, Michael has
just over half, and Christ Church, St, Philip and St, George
have 3,000, 2,000 and 1,000 respectively. Thisis just a little
nuisance tax, and I ask the Minister to-consider this point

seriously, and seriously to consider a postponementto take -

advice on this matter from the Minister of Local Govern-
ment as to whather the. pew Local Government arrange-
ment will make it sensible to go on with a little petty tax,

Take advice from tax expertsas towhether it is worthwhile;

My figures are 14 cents for eachlicence plate - that is what
I have been. informed by the Treasurer of the District.
Council - and a:certain amomntof the Clerks’ salary has to
be taken into

WdeWRhmbbmww
wmmvolvldmoumd’h;wkuotmdmmu
doss not add wp to 904,814, . . -

Mr, Speaker, mmnburndmfommyonm

that they do not supply figures o the Hon, Minister, I -
tmagine he may not kmow, mlthreforewewouldbcable

. the time and trouble of an anditor

>

-~
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. to.supply any figures with regard to bicycle licences which
the Hon, Minister would like to have.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS; Mr. Speaker,. I will not keep

the House long, but I would like to know what is included

in the term ‘wcycle’!, .1 can understapd the term ‘‘motor
cycle*, bur I myself can find nogefinition, ] take &t & cycle
would . include. motor cycle, trie cyqls and. would inc]udg‘
children's bicycles’ apitn-c;ycles which mwke used ofi the
road, since I have seen children not only with bicyclés bit
with younger . children on them, , .

1]19 rfuesnon that nke B;ll be now - read a; second ume

was put ond resolved in the affirmative without division,

OF the motion® of f{on. J. €. TUDOR- secoﬁded &y Hony
Co Fo TALMA, M SPEAKpFR-Leff the Chair Al the House'
went into-Lommittec,on the Bill, Mrn YEAR¥QQD in the Chair,

Cltuse 1 icas ealled and girssed,

i, ,‘? LY

R S TR Vi, PR

Clause 2 was called,” ‘[t read® asﬁ:{ibu‘s‘ L

N ,

“-{;{mm June: ’Js;, 1967, the: tax payable in,’ reabéct of
cveles in accordance uuh section 45 of the Highways Act
1900, shall be fifty cents for edch wheel 6f each cycle and
the said secuon 17 shall be deemed to have been amended
accommgly /

x’s [ U N B TR Ry

ko

Hon, J. C, TUDOR; Mr, Chairman, Ibegto miove that
Clause 2 stand pazt.

Ll s g RSNy T

e

Hon. C, E, TALMA: I beg to.second that,

Mr. J. M. G. M, ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, the Clause
- which we aré amendingis of tourse a veryancient Clause,

but this Clause to some degree is making amendments as. -

far as one can judge to certain parts of the Road Traffic
Act. For example, we have just raised the fees on planta-
tion carts to $30 a year, and Clause 45 of the Highways
Act imposes on each wheel] of each vehicle a tax of three
shillings and four pence, I wonder if the Minister can tell
us if in fact Local Government bodies do levy a wheel tix in
addition to the Road Traffic tax on plantation carts and

other vehicles which are not mechanically propelled,

Also, Mr, Chairman, this Section deals with the tax
on horses, mules and asses and perhaps they should be
dealt with In & separate way. Nevertheless Iwould suggest
to the Minister that thetax onasses can safely be removed,
It would be interesting, Mr, Chairman, to hear exactly
why for example they are not raising the tax on mules.
What is being done about the tax on horses? There is cer-
tain information which I must confess Idonot have, I have
information relative to bicycles and cycles; I have no in-
formation relative to asses, and Ihaveto use my own judg-
ment asto how many taxes were levied on asses in the
former Southern District Council, Perhaps we could hear
this from hon, members or from the Minister who intro-
duced this BXI1, ] see it stands inthe name of the Minister
of Finance, I wonld be giad to hear the statistics about
horses, mules and asses, and why is it that the standard
of living has gons wp since 1900 - because these were fixed
in 1800 - for people who ride cycles, but those who ride
or use horses, mules or asses are immune, Is there any
significance, Mr, Chairman, that the tax on asses is not
being raised by the Democratic Labour Party?

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I have agnestionto ask, even
{f the Hon, Minister does not answer it. That is the way they
rm the Government, keeping silent, forgetting they arenot
paying any honour to the Opposition, Yonhavea duty, Why
can’t yok answer a sinple questionput inproper language
and with no double meaning bebind it? What I am asking
the hon, member, if he cares to answer, is whather it is

intended that in the.case of a child's cycle.or tricycle the

 same tax will be paid as.in the caseof 2 person who is using

an-erdinary bicycle. riding sometimes furiously. It is-a
siﬂhMMAnch!&cycl@thncomontherud
r:;‘m.w

pm. K

Hon, J, C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman. Imllywas tryins
to think of a serious answer to the hon. member s question.

Sir GRAN'I‘LEYNABAMS kaed a ser!ous qmtion.

Hon, J. €, TUDOR: £ have never lkmown of tricycles,
which are only regarded as-toys; being subject 1o bicycle
tax, The ordinary two-wheeled bicyele is what.we aresalk-
ing about Certainly it.would he regarded asamasing for an
gannt to be subfect to this tax, Ithought that that woulihnw

known, .

8ir GRANTLEY ADAMS::Mr;- Chatrman, if the hon,
member doas not know,- ;avchild'e; eycle, which is smaller

 thana bicycle, if it goes on the road, the owner has to pay
& tax, Invalid chairs. atdwhewu rank &s cycles,

Why does the hon. member who is in charge of Bills like
this, not occasionally go to the Attomey Genernl and ask

: hlmquestions? SR

The question that Clause 2 stand part of the Bill was
put ‘and resolved “in- the afﬁrmatwe without dwzswn.

On the motion of HON. J. C. TUDOR, seconded by HON.
C. E. TALMA, the CHA[RMAA reported the passing of one
Bill in Commzttee. '

MR. SPEAKER resumed zhe Chazr and reported accordmgly.

Hon, J C. TUDOR. Mr Speaker,I beg to move that this

{ Bi1l be now read s third time.

. Hon. C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,
Mr, J. M, G, M. ADAMS; Mr, Speaker; the Govern-

- ment's Oppositionto this Bill is not facetions. We are trying
: to increase the amount of this taxation by $9,000, I am say-

ing that this entire Bill should be shelved intil the financial
proposals for Local Government as a whole are being ex-
amined, and then you can see whatisthe proper thing to do
about this bicycle licence, This is not a serious tax; it is
not a serious licence fee even, If hon, members on the op-
posite side of the House are tired, they can only thank the
Hon, Leader of the House for that, because he should have
predicted safely that this session would have lasted umtil

* now and he should have made proper provisionfor it, What I .

had been suggesting is in our Manifesto and we gave our
reasons in our Manifesto for it,I believe that the arguments

. which were put forward here have been put forward by at
¢ least one District Council. I sympathise with the Hon,
. Leader of the House, He knows nothing about bicycle taxes.
* I say that in the best possible sense and I am sure thst the
* hon. member cares even less,

Mr, SPEAKER: May Ipointout to the hon, member that
on the motion for the third reading of a Bill, amendments
may be proposed - none has beenproposed - to the question

- that the BIll be now read a third time, There being no
. amendments and no amendments for the correction of
_ errors or oversights which may, with the Speaker's per-

mission, be made before the question of the third reading
of the Bill isput from the Chair - such amendments may be
made, but no amendments of a material character shall be
proposed, The hon, member has spoken in extenso,

Mr, J. M, G, M, ADAMS: I was following an earlier
reference of Sir Erskine Mayinwhichthatis permissible
rather than contradictory,

Mr, SPEAKER: May I assure the hon, member that Sir

- Erskine May is not infallible? I remember hearing it said
" in Court when I was a youngbarrister, - it was said by the

then Mr, G, H, Adams of Archbold that Archbold, like
Homer, has nodded,




872

-

Mr., J. M, G;'M, ADAMS: Im!nvemtseenﬂm
1 could not ‘be out of order Iri speaking as long as I speak
within the ‘principles of the Bill wlich has reached the
stage ‘of the giird reading, Apsrifrom dilatery améndments
I could indeed comment on what happensd to-the Bill in
Committee, Perhaps I am taking Your Honour to be ruling
that I camnot continne sbrtly with nspeochcnwhnthns
happenedinCotmnme

Mr. SPEAKER: Thsre eonld be no repetition of what
took place on the second reading of the BYIL,

Mr. J. M, G, M, ADAMS: Mr, Spesker, I am advising
the Ministér during these few short moments while Your
Honétr allows ine torernainonmy feet, to think over this
matter and give our plea forponponzmmomn Bl somhe
consideration, :

8,35 p.m.

* 1-am moving the smendment that the word “‘now" be
omfuad mommmwm mmmmomhs il

Mr St, mxm»xummm

The question was put and resolved in the negative, nine

hon, members voting **No** and five hon, members voting “*Aye”,

AYES: Mr. HINDS, Mr, ADAMS, Mr. SMITH, M. ST. JOHN
and Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS. 5, '
NOES: Mr. YEARWQOD, Hon..]. C. TUDOR, Hon,

. C. E. TALMA, Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON, Hon. N. W.
BQXILL, Mr. LOWE, Mr. CORBIN, Mr. WEEKES and Mr,
HOPPIN - 9. ' ‘

The question that the Bill be now read a third time was
put’ and decided in the affirmative, ‘the Hou:e dividing as
follows ;e

AYES:  Mr. YEARWOOD, Hon. . C. TUDOR, Hon,

C. E. TALMA, Hon. G, 6. FERGUSSON, Hon, N. W, BOXILL,
Mr. LOWE, Mr. ’CORBIN.'M', WEEKES and Mr. HOPPIN *9,

without division,

NOES: Mr. HINDS, Mr, ADAMS. M'. SMITH, Mr. ST. JOHN,
Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS - 5.

On motion of Hon. ], C. TUDOR, seconded by Hon,
G E. TALMA, the B:ll was passed. ’

I-!on, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Spesker, t'tns éonclndes Gov-
ernment Business for today. I ynderstand that the hon.
setijor mernber for Christ Clmrch'is not desirous of pro-
ceedms now with his kem of Private Members' Business,

Mr. SPEAKER: There is also the question that 1 wish
to vacate the Chair now as I haveto attend another function,
and the Deputy Speaker is not here to take my place,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I just rise to suggest that in
the House of Commons, the Deputy Speaker isthe Chairman
of Committees and we can appoint the Chairman of Com-

mittees to act as Deputy Speaker,

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter which can be well

"considered, We cannot do so now,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I repeat that in the House of

Commons the Chairman of Committees is the Deputy
'Speaker and I suggest that the Chairman of Committees be

sppointed Depiuty Speaker for now,

Mr, SPEAKER: That cannot happen now, It may be that
the position can be regularised on a future occasion,

THE ADJOURNMENT
Hon, J.C. TUDOR:Mr, Speaker, Ibegto move that this
House do now stand adfourn umtil desy. 30thMay, 1967,
at 2,30 o'clock p.m,

Hon, C, E. TALMA; Iugwseccnd that,

The question was put and resolved in the affimative

.Mr. SPEAKER adjoufned the -House -accordingly,

1843 p.m,






