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. FERGUSSCN, (Minister of Trade, Tourism,

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Tuesday, 12th September, 1967

Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of As-
sembly met at 12,00 o’clock (noon) today.

PRESENT

His Honour J. E. T. BRANCKER, Q. C - F.Z.S.,,
(Speaker), Hon, C. E. TALMA,(Mzmster of Health and
. Community Development); Mr. J. W. CORBIN; :Hon. G. G.
Co-operatives

and Fisheries); Me. R, ST.C.WEEKES,J.P.;Mr.W..R. LOWE;

Hon. N. W. BCXILL,(Ministerof Communications andWorks);
. Mc. J.B. YEARWOQOD, (Chatmman of Committees);

-'Hon.
A. DaC. EDWARDS, (Minister of Agriculture, L abour “and

National Insurance); and Mr, J. B. SPRINGER.
Prayers were read,

MINUTES

Mx, SPEAKER; I am advised that the Minutes of
the meetings of the 28th March and 18th April, of this
year have both been duly circulated; if there is no ob-
jection, the Minutes of each of these meetings will be
confirmed. (4 PAUSE)

There being no objection, I hereby declare the

~# _ Minutes of the meetings of the 28th March and 18th

April, this year, to be duly confirmed.
LETTER FROM MARSHAL .

. :Mr. SPEAKER: 1 has® the honour to inform the

"~~~ House that I have received a letter from the Marshal

of this House dated 1]1th September, 1967.
~+; It reads as follows:-
St. Michael,
Barbados.
11th September,1967
His Honour, J. E. T. Brancker, Esq.,
Speaker House of Assembly.

Dear Sir,
1 respectfully beg to apply for one week's leave

of absence from my duties as Marshal, as I am out
of the Island. : :

M‘r. H ‘Lisle Thomas has‘ consented to act for
‘me during that time subject to” the appmval of the
Honourable House.

I have the honour 1o he your humble servant,
G e G. W BRAT'HWAITB,

MARSHAL GRANTED LEAVE

Htm. C ‘Ei: TALMA: Mr. Speahér, before the
"bnsiness of this House commerneces, I weould like to
make a motion that the Marshal of this House be
granted one week’s leave of absence with effect from
today.

Gt

Hon. G G FERGUSSON I beg to seéond that.

The question was put a,nd resolved in the affzrmatwe
without division.
“DEPUTY CLERK APPOINTED
TO ACT AS‘MARSHAL

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, I beg to _move
thdt the Deputy Clerk be appointedto act’ as Marshal
of this'Hotise in conjunction with his Substantive dut:leg
as Deputy Clerk for one week.

Hon. G.” G, FERGUSSON: T beg to secdndfihat.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division. ‘ :

'PAPERS LAID

Hon., C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of
the Hon. Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and
Minister of Extemal Affa.irs, I am commanded to lay
the Customs Duties (Garment Manufacture) (Amend-
ment) Ordex, 1967;

Also, the Customs Duties (Amendment) (No.4)
Order, 1967

[N

‘Also, ‘Statement ‘ Showing Net Customs and Excise
Réceipts for five (5) months ended 31 st August, 1967.

)
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Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, I am

commanded to Jay the Report of the Public Utilities
Board for the year, 1966,

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the

Hon., Prime Minister, Minister of Finance, and Min-
ister of External Affairs, I beg to give notice of the
following Resolutions:-

A Resolution to place the sum of $21,666 at the
"“'disposal of the Government to supplement the Esti-

 mates, 1967-68 Part I - Current as shown inthe
“Siippléifietitary Estimates, 1967-68 No. 20 which™

forms the Schedule to the Resolution,

A Resolution to place the sum of $224 at the dis-
posal of the Government to supplement the Estimates,
~1967-68-Part Il Capital as shown in the Supplementary

Estimates, 1967~-68 No. 21 which forms the Schedule

to the Resolution;

A Resolution to place the sum of $80,000 at the
.disposal of the Government to supplement the Esti-
Jmnates, 1967-68 Paxt 1 -~ Current as shown in the
Supplementary Estimates, 1967-68 No. 22 which
forms the Schedule to the Resolution;

A Resolution to place the sum of $52,750 at the
disposal ..of the Government to supplement the Esti-
Jnatesy 1967-68 Part I ~ Current as shownin the Sup-
plementary Estimates, 1967-68 No, 23 which foxms
the Schedule to the Resolution;

A Resolution to amend the Note to Capital Esti-
mates -Head 102, Item 8 - Additional Roadworks in the
Approved Estimates 1967-68,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: On behalf of the Hon. Prime
Minister, Minister of Finance, and Minister of Ex-
ternal Affairs, I beg to give notice of a Bill to amend
the Public Loan Act, 1961.

- Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, in respect of
the ﬁrst two Resolutions which I gave notice of -
Resolution for the sum of $21 666 and Resolution for
the sum of $224 - I am asldng for leave to deal with
these:two Resolutions in all their stages latertoday.

In the first place, these are as a result of ano-
malies which have occurred; but mainly they are for
money which was voted for people who are entitled
to 1t.

I ‘am asking for leave to deal with these two
Resolutlons in all their stages today. ‘

NOTICE OF ORAL REPLIES

“#9"Hon, C., E. TALMA:Mr, Speaker, on behalf of the
Hon, Prime Minister, Minister of Finance, and Min-
ister of External Affairs, I beg to give notice that
Reply to. Parliamentary Question No, 84 asked by
the hon. senior member for St. Thomas, is now ready;

Also, Reply to Parliamentary Question No.64
asked by the hon. junior member for St, Peter, is
now ready;

Also, reply to Parliamentary Question No. 32
- asked by the hon.’ juniorsiiember for St. Peter, is now
ready;

Also, reply to Parliamentary Question No. 35 .
asked by the hon. junior member for St. Peter is now
ready; ’ .
12,25 p.m. i

Also Reply to Parli'ﬁrnent"ary QueStibﬁ No. 36
asked by the same hon, member is now ready.

Also, on my behalf I beg to give notice that the -
Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 48 asked by the ' !
same hon. member is now ready. ;

Also Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 58 2
asked by the same hon. member is now ready. ;

Also Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 59
asked by the same hon. member is now ready.

Also I beg to give notice of my intention to move
the House into Committee of Supply atitsnext meet-
ing to deal with the money Resolutions of which -
notice was given today. I refer not to the first two, f
but to the others. : "

PRIVATE MEMBER’S NOTICES
YOUTH TOWN

Mr. Speaker: The hon., senior member for St.
James hés a Quesdon about Youth Town.

Mr. CRAIG: To- enquire of the appropnate Mm-
ister:~

Is it a fact that Youth Town has been closed
through lack of financial support?
’ g
2. If the answer is in the a.ffirmative, w111 the
Minister use his good offices to have this Centre re-
opened with the least possible delay?

Mr. SPEAKER: The™same hon. member has a .
Question about a Playing F1e1d and Cummunity Centre
at St. James. P

repe.

Mr. CRAIG: To enquire of the appropriate Min-
ister:

Is the Government aware that there is needfor a
Playing Field and Cummunity Centre at Orange Hill
in the parish of Saint James?

j 2. If the answertothe above is ‘‘Yes’', then will
l Government take steps as soon as possible to pro-
'vide such a Playing Field and Community Centre?
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< SELECT' COMMITTEE’S REPQRT

Mr. YEARWOOD: Mr, Speaker, 1 wish to present
a: Report of the Select Committee appointed:to con-
sider and Tepoxt on a Bill to revise the statute law of
the Island by repealing obsoletep spent, unnecessary
or superseded enactments,

t “BILL READ A FIRST TIM=
. Onmotion of Hon, . E, TALMA, seconded by Hon.
G. G. FERGUSSON, Zf)(_’ Bill to amend the PubZiCLQGE Act,

1861, was read a first time,

~ORDERS OF, THE DAY

Mr. SPEAKER' The first Orderof the Day stands
in the name  of the Hon. Leader of the House; To
move the House into Committee of Supply to consider
the grant of sums of nioney forthe service of the Is-

land. . | ey

Hon. C. E. TALMA:1beg to move that Your Hon-
our do now leave the Chair, and the House go into
Committee of Supply. o :

Mr. Speaker: Will the hon. Minister first ask
leave to permit him to take charge ofthe Order?

Hon. C.-E. TALMA: Mr.Speaker, I have been in~
structed to deal withthis Order,|I beg to move that
Your Honour|do now leave the Chair and the House go
into Committee of Supply, and that it be an instruction
to the Committee to consider the Resolutions for
$21,666, and $224 of whichnotice has just been given.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was puf and resolved in the affirmative

urthout diviseon, and Mr, SPEAKER left the Chair and the

House went wnto (ommittee of Supply, Mr. }F‘A[EH 00D -in
the (Chair, . .
RESOLUTION FOR $5,971: SUPPLEMENTARY

: ESTIMATE NO. 18

Hon N. W, BOXILL: Mr, Speaker, Supplementary
provision of $5,971 is required to finance inpaxrt the
provision of certain essential items for which funds
werxe provided in previous estimates. These items are
estimated to cost $28,971. The difference of $23,000
will be met from the provision forthe redes1gmng of
the Fountain Gardens whichitis proposedto postpone,

 What has happened is that in 1964 as hon. mem-
bers in this Chamber will remember, the Financial
Buﬂding was started. In November, 1966, the sum of
$434,000 was voted by the Legislature by way of a
Supplementary Estimate, No. 37, to provide funds for
the completion of the Fins.ncial Building. The sum of
$434, 000 was required to complete the work, and the
Fmancial Buﬂding is est1mated to cost $1,260,000 on
the basis of plans prepared in January, 1964,

In consequence of the increase in wages,the cost
of materials and services, changes hadto be made in
the original design to meet future demands, The Fi-
nancial Building is now estimated to cost $1,694,000.
This estimate also includes the cost of redesigning
and finishing the Fountain Gardens and ve -aligning the

'roads in that area,

I think that hon. members should ligten very at-
tentively to me, Althoughl am dealing with a matter of
figures, 1 know that hon. members will getup and ask
me questionswhichl am preparedto answer; provided
they are within.a reasonable context of the matter be~
fore us, I am not preparedtogetup in this House and
answex any hon. membex who repeats himself or asks
irrelevant Questions. (Hon. members:‘ ‘Do not gnti-
eipate us.’’) I am not anticipating anybody; I am just
making things clear. 1 am preparedto give the neces=-
sary information, and I hope. that hon. members will

“listen attentively in order to avoid asking a lot of
- superfluous questions, because 1 am not going to an-
-swer them,

12.35 p.m..

In the Estimates for 1 967-68, the sum.of $316,000
of the $434,000 has been revoted for the continuation
of the work, At the 24th June, 1967, a survey of out-
standing work to be done was taken, and the uncom-
pleted work was: estimated to. cost $57,124.32. The
balance  available. at the 24th June 1967, was
$34,384.45, and an additional sum of $22,739.87 was
therefore required to complete the project at that
date. The reason for requesting the additional funds
is on account of the expenditure incurred on items
not provided for in the previousestimates asfollows:
Counters on second; third and fifth-floors, $8,816;
Stayed partitions on first, third, fourth and fifth
floors $26,463.20; facing first floor with arborite,

-$7,518; facing clay tiles to wash room floors, $4,621;

making a total of $41,418.20. The difference. between
$41,418 and the additional sum of $22,739, required
at 24th June, 1967, has been absorbed by savings.on
other items., Now that the building is nearing com-~
pletion, the Heads of various departments whichwill
be housed . in that building have been requesting that
certain provision be made for security purposes
prior to occupation of the building. The estimated cost
of this request if $1,560. The amount of $432 is also
required to meet the cost of providing anti-slip ma-
terial for the staircase, and it is estimated that the
water-proofing of the roof of the building will re-

.quire an additional amount of $3,759.

The total cost of these essential items is $6,231
made up as follows: (1) Waterproof roof, $3,759; (2)
'the erection of partition on first floar, $700; (3) the
erection of counter partition for the Inland Revenue

Department, $860; (4) provision of anti-slip material
for staircase $432; (5) grill in vault for Accountant

General, $480; making a total of $6,231. The total

sum required at this stage is: $28,971; In order to
meet a part of the amount of $28,971 required to meet

completing essential works on the building,itis con-
sidered that the funds available for redesigning the
Fountain Gardens should be diverted for use on the
building. The amount allocated for this purpose is
$23,000. It is recommended that the Fountain Gar-
dens remain in their present form, and thatthe area
between the car park to the West of the Financial
Building and the Fountain Gardens be properly sur-
faced. Therefore supplementary provision of $5,971
is required.

- The reaéon why, as'1 have ‘sfaicl before, we need
this extra money is because of the fact that the rate




of salary and the rate in the price of materials were.
-changed, ‘and ‘the redesigning of certain parts of the
“bailding taking place ~ all this accounts forthis extra
‘money.: We are now asking for this sum of $5,971.
Another thing is that everybody wants some fancy
"gadget put in, and in oxderto facilitate them and make
“the>Working conditions conducive to the size and this
‘type of building, we have decided to make one or two
-altetations. As a result of what I have said, I beg to
‘move that this Resolution do now pass.

‘Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

Sixr GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, Iwould
like to ask the hon, member ifhe has a copy of those
figures which he has read out to pass over to hom.
members. If he has a spare copy of those figures,
would he pass them on to hon. members? How could
we, at the speed at which the hon. member read out
those figures, be expected to ask questions onthem?

Hon. N. 'W. BOXILL: Mx. Chairman, if the hon.
member would tell me from where he got left in the
Trch, I would go over those figures for him at dic-
tation speed. I know that it is difficult for him to
absérb all of these things.

©+ Sfr GRANTLEY ADAMS: I do not write short-
hand. Surely the hon. member must have a copy of
those figures which he can pass over here.

Hon, N. W. BOXILL: I have told the hon. member
that I would call back the figures forhim at dictation
speed, Bven a child attending a kindergarten school
would understand that. I will call back the figures
slowly for the hon. member,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: How canthe hon, memi-
ber ask me to call back something?Ihave ‘‘Estimates
of additional building, present Estimates.”” Iwrote as
fast as I cbuld and I missed a lot.

- Mr, HUSBANDS: Mr, Chairman, the Hon. Minis~
ter-has given us abreakdown of the expenses involved
in the erection of this building, The Government has
come down here today for a supplementary vote of
$5,971. In explanation of that, they have told us that

"there is a difference of $23,000 which will be met
from the provision forthe redesigning of the Fountain
“Gardens which it is proposed to postpone. In other
‘words, at one time they thought of redesigning the
Foutitain Gardens, and now they have altered that, and
- 86, that expense of $23,000 is not now necessary. They
now ‘want $5,971. The Hon. Minister has read out
information and has given this House figuresdealing
"with the erection of this Building almost from the
beginning. We have not got down the dates, but we will
"not quarrel about that.
12,45 p.m.

‘The Hon. Minister knows that by the way he read
out those figures we could not digest them. As I un~
derstand him, the Financial Building has notyetbeen
‘completed as far as erection is concerned. They may
come down next month for more money to complete it;
we do not know. The Hon. Minister didnot say. I be-
‘lHeve he sald that $300,000 had been spent in the

— o - — - -

erection and it was estimated ‘that another $55,000
was needed.

The Hon. Minister went on to. say: something
about the Addendum and that $5,917 was needed today.
When it comes to the erection of the Financial Build-
ing, the Minister has not explainedto the satisfaction
of this Hon. House what is to be done because we have
not digested the figures. We could not follow the Min-~
ister. I do not think this is the best way, as the Hon.
Leader of the Opposition has said,

Mr. Chairman, the Hon. Minister anticipated
that we would have read the Addendum, Itis peculiar,
Sir, that he anticipated that we would have read the
Addendum. How could we note these figures as they
were trotted out? It is all right to give notes and these
figures, but they should have beengivenina way that
you could understand them,

1 would like the Minister to do a little antici-
pation again. I want him to tell me how much more
we are to have to vote for the building. He called out
the figures of $316,000 and then went on to call out
other figures which we could not digest. We would
like to have at all costs what the Financial Building
would cost. When we come to the House, we expect
to be told something, It seems to me that you would
have to tell us a little more, We just do not know any-
thing more than what we see inthe Addendum, That is
the position.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I am going to make an~
other appeal to the hon. member. On any vote which
comes before this House, every taxpayer is entitled
to ask us: ‘‘Do you know how this cost took place?”’
I have seen in this House more than once that the
Opposition made Government postpone a vote until
they got the information. Not only are we entitled to
get the figures, but we are entitled to have printed the
information that was asked for. I suggest to the hon.
member that he do so now.

As I have said,Ihave seenthat done many times.
The member asked: ‘‘What are they entitledto?'’ We

have to answer questions just like any Minister. .

12,55 p.m.

‘How did you know that the money was really
needed? Why did you not point out that the money was
wasted? How can we point out that the money was
wasted, when we do not have the figures?I repeat that
the information should have been circulated to hon.
members. There could be a slight postponement of
this item in order to have the information typed and
circulated. I have seen 'this_ done more thanonce. Let
us deal with something else and returnto this matter
when copies of the information are available, The
Hon. Minister said something about children. He is
not treating us like children; he is treating us as if
we were in a ward at Black Rock where one gets in-
jections. He is treating us as if we do not have enough
intelligence to look after our rights.

I should like to remind the Hon. Minister that the
members of the Opposition are entitled to have before

.4
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us the figures relating to matters on which we are
asked to vote money. How can we vote money on an
item when we do not know for what we are voting? He
should be anxious to let us see that everything is
clear and above-board, and that there is noextrava-

.gance, It is not fair to ask us to vote money for some-

thing when we have to rely on certain jottings and an
imperfect memory. When one observes the mannerin
which the Hon. Minister gave us the figures, it is im~
possible for one to follow them.

Mr, SMITH: Mx. Chairman, it is really the man-
ner in which the Hon. Minister has approached the
Resolution before this House. I do not know if he is
excited, if he is a champion, orwhat he is, but he did
not approach the matter in a proper manner, He told
us that hon. members should listento him), and if they
asked him any question he would not answer them.
That is the approach of the Hon. Minister who is

. piloting this Resolution.

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mz, Chairman, I said that
hon., members should listen to me attentively instead
of repeating themselves or asking superfluous ques=
tions which I would not answer.

Mr. SMITH: If the Hon. Minister is not excited,
then he is playing the game of a boxer, I know that
game very well, A boxer once told me ‘‘Mr. Smith,
whenever I have a champion to fight, and I feel that
he is going to beat me,Iwould rush out of my corner
and knock everything out of him, But if he rushes
back at me, 1 would fall even before he hits me’’. The
Hon. Minister is a boxer of that kind; he is always
excited,

I want to tell the Hon. Minister that the members

. of this House were elected by the people of this”
- country to represent them in this House, and we have

the same rights and privileges as anybody else in
this Chamber. When he is in here as a Minister, I

.care no more about him as a Ministerthan I do about
~any other membex. He is a member of this Hon, House
. in the same way as I am; sohe should drop his Min-
~isterial powerful-foolishness outside and come in

‘here as a member of Parliament. He can show off
his Ministerial powerful-foolishness when he is in
his Ministry,

Mr, CHAIRMAN: I have never shown mine,

Mz, SMITH: You will soon be a Minister, and I
will shake your hands and remind you of this incident.
What is for a man he would get, even if it is the gal-
lows. Do not come here to bully us because you are a
Minister. You can do that sort of thing in your office
to Your Private Secretary, but you cannot behave in

.-that mannex in this House. Youmust get that straight;
.you are doing the people’s business as wellas we on

this side of the House are doing it. Whenever you
start wrong, you will always end wrong. The Hon.
Minister says that he is not going to answer questions.
I am not surprised at this, because he never answers
any questions, I am accustomed to this soxt of be-
haviour. However, this is the people’s money that the

Government are spending. He is paid to do work; he

is the servant of the people, and he must take his
place as a servan: here and not as QnyMinister.

Anyone sitting in this Chamber would . be sur-
prised to hear what the. Hon. Minister had to say.
Now the addendum states

_*‘Supplementary provision of $5,971 is required
to finance in part the provision of certain essential
items for which funds were not provided in pmvious
estimates. These items are estimated to cost $28,971.
The difference of $23,000 will be met from the pro-
vision for the redesigning of the Fountain Gardens
which it is proposed to postpone. »

_ First to begin with, the Hon. Minister should tell
us the reasons for the postponement of the work on
the Fountain Gardens. 1 am saying how 1 feel about

thig matter. Beiore e took it upon himself to tell us

that he was going to use funds from Fom;taj.p Gardens,
he should have asked this House’s permission | to.do
s0. When funds are voted for a particular Head, this
Government or any other Government have no rlght
to take it upon themselves to take funds from one
project and spent it elsewhere.

In other words, I believe that we are only being
told about the Fountain Gardens because the Govern-
ment want more money to spend, a,nd, rather than
asking for a full amountto finish the Financia.l Build-
ing, this is an attempt to whittle th.m,gs down. instead
of making the matter look like a mountain.

As far as the Financial Building is concerned, I
am not questioning the matter, I am not a builder or

" a contractor. The building must be completed; and if

the Government come back here next Tuesday and ask
for more money to complete the building, you:htim-
ble servant will be prepared to vote for it.

1.15 p.m.

We want it done and it must be finished, If it is
taking the costoften Financial Buildings, what axe we
to do? We are not building it; we are not. supervising
it. I know nothing about it; I cannot say that it is taking
too much, That is as farasthatis "conce:rned. Do you
know that you make me feelthatyouare ‘pinching this
$23,000 from the F ountain Gardens, and the postpone-
ment of the work on the Fountain Gardens is only for
the purpose of using this money to finish the Financial

- Building? The Hon. Minister has not told usthe rea-

son for the postponement of the work ontbe Founta.in
Gardens, and since he has not disclosed that to us, I
believe that they want to utilise the money here so as
to finish the Financial Buildings. Whenyouare asking

.us for the green light to spend money, you must re-

member that it is the people’s money that you are
spending, and we are the representatives of the peo-
ple. We are of just as much importance as, or of
greater importance than, the Government. In other
words, we are friends of the Government; but if you
are not prepared to take us as your friends and you
take us as your enemies, we will fight it out.

They are asking us for t}usmoneyin avgi'y
smart way. This is only five lines for an addendum
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to a Resolution - in fact, itisnot quite five lines - to
explain the reasons for an increase of over $5,000.
This is not good enough. I hope that the Hon. Minis-
ter will define these words ‘‘Certain essential items®’
I cannot understand that., The Addendum to this Reso-
lution states this: * Supplementary provision of $5,971
“is required to finance in part the provisionof certain
“eggential items for which funds were not providedin
previous estimates’’. What are these items? Are they
a bottle of rum, bread and fish, aneasy chair, a desk
or what? Now we should have a breakdown about that.
I am not blaming the Minister for that; I would rather
‘blame his Ministry because whoever is responsible
for providing these Addenda should be clear about
them. However, I will still blame the Minister be-
cause I believe that he should have seen this Adden-
dum before it was printed. He should have seen it in
copy form and then say: ‘“We do not have any ten-
cent boys-to deal with now; give thema breakdown so
that I can’ stop their mouths.”’ I do not know if the
Minister has seen it, but I have seenit. It is not fair
_to the people of this country to be spending money
“in this way. If I am an Attorney for plantations, and
if every Friday morning the manager is coming to
me with his abstract, would I only sign the cheques
for what I see? He is goingto bring the matter to me
in such a form that I can sit down and go through it
and know what is happening; otherwise, I will not
sign the cheques. I do not mean the cheques at the
~ Barbados Marketing Corporation; I am talking about
cheques at the bank where honest money is going to
be paid out.

1 am saying, Sir, that this Addendum should be
~'made clear, The Minister must remember that they
had the opportunity of seeing and knowing everything,
but we only see itwhen itisdelivered to us; and more
light should be shed upon it, so that when we say
‘‘Aye" to it, it is from our hands. We should not say
‘“Aye’ to it without knowing anything about it. As to
the way in which the Hon. Minister started out with
- this Reésolution, he made me feel very suspicious. He
" felt that by hitting left and right he would be able to
- get through with this Resolution, I think that you would
have a better chance to win a fight if you. feel that you
are weak. ] am saying that the Addendum to this Reso-
lution is really too vague, and from now on the Minis-
“ters should see to it that these Resolutions have more
" information in the Addenda. If people in the office are
tqid: “Don't mind them; the least information you
give is the better’’, - I have no doubt that the people
in the office are being told so. I feel that there are
some officers there now as were there when the other
Government was in power. If they are not all there,
there are some of them, and as faras I can remember
we never had Addenda as vague as this one is. I be-
lieve the officers are told: ‘‘The least information
you give, the less talk® and the officers obey their
instructions. I do not believe thatwhenyouhave peo-
plé drawing $700 or $800 a month they would give us
“this sort of information, If they give us this informa-
tion without instructions, then something is wrong. It
is time that this soxt of thing should be stopped and
the Ministers must tell these officers that they want
“'moére inforniation. I do not think that you could carry
* this information to the Auditor General. I believe that

w—ml”m

the Auditor General would have things in his office

for some time and he would be asking for information.
I believe that the Auditor General would want more
information on this matter. We can afford to term
ourselves as auditors; we are ‘‘O.Kaying’’ his ac-
counts and we want more information. I know that it
will be said, in fact, it was said on the floor of this
House already, that I always try to undertake what I
cannot manage.

1,15 p.m.

Therefore, I would not doubt that it has been said
of all of us on thig side of the Table. But, a8 regards
the individual who has said so, I have shown him that
I can manage him and'will continue to manage him,

Now, Sir, we are the servants of the people and I
am not going to sit here all the time and allow the
Government to do all these things just as it likes. I
am going to vote for the Resolutiontoday; but if I say
that I am not going to vote forit because I want some
information on it, nobody can blame me because that
is my duty; that is my democratic right.

The Addendum to this Resolution consists of five
lines and it says:-

Supplementary provision of $5,971 is required
to finance in part the provision of certain essential
items for which funds were not provided in previous
estimates. These items are estimated to cost $28,971.
The difference of $23,000 will be met from the pro-
vision for the redesigning of the Fountain Gardens
which it is proposed to postpone.’’

Sir, I am asking the Hon. Minister to let me
know what are the essential items. When you say
‘‘essential items?, that is very elastic. It can mean
even a penny. It can mean official staff because'what
is to be in the office is essential.It can mean a light
or the electric bulbs, Rather than leaving me in doubt,
wondering what are the essential items, I would be
glad if the Hon. Minister would define afew of them.
1 am not asking him for all;"I know that questions of
this sort can be veryembarrassing. Anyhow, itis my
duty to ask and it is his dutyto answer. I say that al-
though the Governmert does not like to answer my
questions. If you look at Questions onthe Order Paper
you will see that Question No. 1 which I enquired of
the appropriate Minister since December last year
has not yet been answered. Somehow or the other,
they would not answer my Question. I wonder if my
Questions are too hard to answer, or too biting.

Sir, I cannot understand what you mean by es-
sential items; kindly let me know what you mean by
essential items which you are asking us to vote for
today. I want the building to be finished and the
workers to move into it. There are some workers who
are to move into that bullding who now are working
under some very embarrassing conditions. I was
more than glad to hear that itwould be opening today.
I repeat, let me know what essential items are for,
Sometimes you can take gold and buy brasstoo dear.
Come, but come right. Let me know what it is /for; let
me know what this “‘essential item® is for.
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Mr, HINDS: Mr, Chairman, there should never be
any muddling on the finance concerning the building
which is supposed to be concerned with the housing
of people to do with financial matters; The Hon, ‘Min~
ister was good enough to give us the original esti-
mates concerning the Financial Building. However,
we do not know if there has been any change in the
original purpose. of the: building. After all, we are
told of essential items. Essential items: have been
mentioned in the Addendum. These may. be for the
purpose of building an arena becsuse we.cannot guess,
when this institution is finished that the Hon. Minister
who is in charge would not be the first to put on a
show there, ,

Sir, we must concernourselves with any Resolu~

- tion of this sort, and when expression is made of the

limited information, it has caused us to be totally sus-
picious. :

The Addendum to the Resolution reads as fol-
lows -

‘““Supplementary provision of $5,971 is required
to finance in part the provision of certain essential
items for which funds were not provided:-in previous
estimates.,”’

The words which are a bit confusing to us are
that there are to be other financial considerations.
They say that there is provision of certain essential
items for which funds were not provided in previous
esimates. In other words, the -gum of $5,971 which
we are providing is only for part payment,

The Addendum goes on to read:

‘“These items are estimated to cost $28,971. The
difference of $23,000 will be met from the provision
for the redesigning of the Fountain Gardens which it
is proposed to postpone®’.

The Hon. Minister told us that a kindergarten
child can understand this, This is really a lot more
than this, This means that if.you subtract $5,971
from $28,971, the difference is $23,000. That is all
he told us.

1.25 p.m,

It goes further and brings in the peint of the
redesigning of the Fountain Gardens and makes men-
tion of the proposed postponement. Looking at this
Addendum, we are not merely voting for $5,971 to
finance, in part, certain essential items, but we are
also sanctioning the proposed postponement of the
redesigning. of Fountain Gardens, That is what we
are doing, We are also agreeingto take $23,000 from
the funds voted for the Fountain Gardens.Onthe face
of it, we are mexely asked:to vote $5,971 in figures.
It is not good enough merely to tellus about the pro~-
vision of certain essential items and stop there. We
might be asked to provide this $5,971 to pay for eg~
sential items which wexe at some time ox other on
the premises of the same Financial Building. Thatis
what we are interested in finding out.

——
—————

We are now asked to vote this sum of money, and
mention bas been made of certainessential items. We
are thexefore within our rights to ask the Minister to
give us more details. If certainitemswere at the Fi-
nancial Building before and are no longerthere,then
we should be told something about them.

- Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS; Mr. Chairman, the time
used by the last two speakers was more than enough
time fox:the Minjistexr to have copies ofthe imforma-

stion typed-and circulatedto hon. -membgrs. He gave us
~some figures; he speke quickly; we.do not have all the

. figures, and out of sheexr pblit\enes‘s‘the: Minister could

. AYES:. ME...;SSRS.

have circulated.the. information. How can we debate
this matter without wasting time? A typist could have
made fifty copies of the information we required duxr-
mg the time we were debating this matter.

+ 1 move tha!; consideration of t_his Resolution be
postponed until  Jater in the session after members
have before them copies o{ the ﬁgures for which we
have-asked, ... -

v.Mr.-,HINDS' 1 beg to second that.

The questwn was put and resolved Ln the negatwe,tlze

House dwzdmg as, follows -

. LYNGH, HINDS, CRAIG,
J. M.G. M, ADAMS, SMITH, HUSBANDS, St.JOHN, Sir

CGRANTLEY ADAMS - 8,

. NQES THE HON’BLES E. W. BARROW, C. E.
TALMA, G. G. FERGUSSON, A, DaC. EDWARDS,
N. W. BOXI.LL , Messrs, LOWE, CORBIN, SPRINGER,
SARGEANT 'WEEKES, HOPPIN - 11.

: Mz, HINDS: The Hom Minister told us, in intro-

-ducing this Resolution, that on the 24th June, 1967, a

suyvey was carriedoutin relationto the work done or
to be done on the Financial Building. Itis strange that
the Hon. ‘Minister did not find it possible to have this
survey .catrried out in time to meet the end of the

-Government’s-financial year. Something must have

gone wrong. between the end of March and the 24th
June, or up to the day when the Hon, Minister ordered
the survey to be carried.out. Semething must have

- gone wrong: with the Financial Building or with the

money the Government intended to spend on the Fi-
nancial Building, It is for these reasons that we can-
not ; allow .this Resolution to -be passed without
demanding that the members on this side of the House

be- presented with certain information that seems to

be reposed only in the files of the Hon. Minister. We

‘have asked that copies of the.figures be made avail -

able to usybut it looks as thaugh we are not going to

get ‘them. Wg ‘will have. to.abide with that decision,

» Howevery: I will. ask: the hon. minister, in his
reply, to.give.us what information he hasin his pos-
session. What are these certain essential 4téms, and
how dees -he. propose to finance the rest ¢f the con~
struction- and other work to be done? We know that
certain people have to be paid, and the building has to

- be completed. We. know that the original intertionwas

to house all-of the institutions and the Federal Par-
ligment there, but, since certainhon. members of the
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Government are no longer Federal-minded as they
were at the time, the building, apparently, will only be
“housing the offices of 6ur present Government. That
being the case, we must ask the Hon. Minister to give '
us what information he has at his disposal.

Mr. St. JOHN: After listening to the hon. minis-
ter, one must come to the conclusion that he is in
great difficulty in his Department and, perhaps, that
is the true explanation as towhy he decided, together
‘with the people in his Department who are responsible
for writing the Addendum which has been presented
to this House, to treat us with contempt.

1.35. p.m.

On more than one occasionwe, onthis side of the
House, have had to make it positively clear to those
who are fesponsible for writing Addenda that we, in
this House, are entitled to adequate information: and
if they do not do that, in this House on every oc~
casion that they fail to measure up to the standards
which we feel we are entitled to, we shall have to
register our protest as vigorously as possible. The
truth of this matter is that if one looks at the Reso-
lution, one sees that something has gone wrong at the
Financial Building which the Minister does not want
‘the public to know about. They are changing the plans
of the Financial Building with respect to the work to
be done around the Fountain Gardens. An additional
$23,000 has been diverted. Why did the Hon. Minister
not tell us the exact purpose for that, instead of call-

"ing out the figures as fast as possible? This matter
goes further than what the Minister realises. If peo-
ple who are in charge of Departments conduct the
business of the Departments in such a manner as to
make other people feel that something is wrong, how
can they maintain any kind of discipline inthe Works
Departments? Unless there is a proper attitude at the
head of adepartment, youwill find thatthe people who
have to work under the supervision of the head, will
regard it as an organisation ' where stealing and
¢rookery are going on, and they will want to partici-
pate in it themselves, That is the psychological atti-
tude which will be created if you do not give a free
and frank disclosure to the'public, Iwould like to hear
the Minister's reply to this. Inhis Department, more
people have been laid off this year than before. Let
him deny that on the floor of this House., At the Fi-
nancial Building the work has been slowed down and I
repeat, more people in the Public Works Department
in the Department of Highways and Transport, and in

- the general programme of the Works Department,
have been laid off thaneverbefore. People ' complain

. that they cannot get any work at these Departments.

Let'the Minister see that there is a slackening down
of -the work of the Public Works Depaxtment and the
work which the Ministry is responsible for as a
whole. It is no wonder that the Minister comes in
‘here and in company with other people, triesto con-
ceal information from this House because they know

- that if they made a free and frank disclosure where
people would be able tolook at it, they would know that

-‘there is'slackuess going on at the Financial Building,

that the productivity was low, that the taxpayers have

to pay for it and it is time for a thorough enquiry to
be going on.

The Minister of Finance would be interested in
this: when is the Financial Building going to be fin-
ished? The estimated cost is $1.6 million and it-is
now near to $1.7 million. I caution the Minister that:if
he persists in his attitude that he is entitled to con«
ceal from the public of Barbados vital facts surround-
ing the circumstances of this building, then the Hon.
Minister is only endorsing and condoning any kind of
slackness which goes on in the ‘department.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, I should
like to ask the Hon. Minister what are the essential
items we are voting for today?

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Chairman, inlistening
to members on the opposite side of the House, one
would come to the conclusion that we, onthis side of
the House, have something to hide, Before I complete
my address, I would ask the hon. senior member fox
Christ Church ifhe caresto'name the persons and the
malpractices which are going on and which he knows
of. 1 will give way to him and let him name them and
then I will reply. ' '

Mr. St. JOHN: Mr, Chairman, I see another rea~
son why the Minister adopts that attitude. He does
not understand what is going on. I have not said any-
thing about any specific people being guilty of mal-
practices. What 1 said was that the Minister's
attitude is such that if you attempt to conceal these
things, you will create a psychological effect or im-=-
pression that does not exist. The Minister does not
understand what is said in here.

Hon. N. W, BOXILL: It may be thatI do not. When
the hon. member talks about giving an impression
that somebedy is condoning something, if that is my
attitude, I am glad about it, Thatiswhat I will say to
him. The trouble in Barbados is this: the moment that
you try to discipline a worker or to have him dis-
ciplined, he runs to a lot of what the Hon. Leader of
the House would say, dingy, water-washed politicians
who come in here asking all sorts of questions, and
giving the impression that the Head of the Department
in the Works Department is trying to terrorise peo-
ple. Those are the very people who are now today
talking about honest people, who were in amalgama-
tion with two former Ministers who have not driven
one stroke of work up to this day. Yet they have re-
tained - their cars and they live:in posh houses.
1.45 p.m.

‘We are aware that two former Ministers up to
this day have not driven one stroke of work and are
living in big houses keeping servants, How is it pos-
sible after all these years -.six years - that these
Ministers -who have not driven one stroke of work
since then can yet be living betterthan'many people?

Now, Mzx. Chairman, in respect of the question
with which we are dealing, anotherthingwhichl want
to say is this, After hearing the junior member for
St. Peter, the senior member for Christ Church, the

‘y



(¥

766

junior member for St. Joseph, the senior member
for St. Peter, the senior member for St. Joseph, ons
i8 at a loss to understand after I read out every iota

- on this file relative to the Financial Building how

anybody in their right senses or even anybody with
the mentality of a half-wit, could try to give the
impression that I, or anybody on this side of the Table
have anything to hide.

When the senior member for St. Peter first began
to talk about the Financial Building you would have
thought that he was trying to speak ofit in a sarcas-
tic manner because he talked ‘about that edifice.

Mr, HUSBANDS' Mr. Chairman, I rise ona point
of ‘order. When I used the word *‘edifice*’, I used it
respo_nsibly. The Financial Building is a place where
it is hoped to house people of prestige. The Financial
Building will be an office to house the Minister of
Finance and other important financial advisers. When
I'use the word ‘‘edifice’’, I did notuse it in any sar-
castic sense whatsoever,

Hon., N, W. BOXILL: Mr, Chairman, the junior
member for StJ Joseph went on to say that he should
have had a copy of whatever1 read out although I spe-
cifically told him that I would read back the figures
if e indicated. He sald that 1 spoke quickly.

) Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Ct_ua;lrman, Iriseon
a’point of order. I said thatthere were certain things

- which the Minister pointed out which we did not hear

clearly. He said if there were any specific items
which we wanted that he would give us.

‘ Hon., N. W. BOXILL: There are certain words
in the dictionary like ‘‘congenital’’, We have ‘‘con-
genital’” liars that I would give......

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, is not

the Hon. Minister referringto anhon, memberof this

Chamber?

Hon. N.. W. BOXILL: Isaidthat there are certain
woxds in the dictionary like “congenital” and I am
quite aware that we are impregnated with congenital
liars. They cannot tell you the truth by accident.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, it is
your duty, so to speak, to stop the hon. member. It is
your duty to make the hon, memberwithdraw that re-
mark. There is a Standing Order which says that no
member should use offensive and insulting language
about another member, ‘

Hon. N. W, BOXILL: The hon. member has been

:azv?avy from this House for too long.

* Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Those are insulting re-
marks. The hon. member has used insulting language
and those remarks should be withdrawn.

“ 'Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Chairman, what is the

_hon.i meimber speaking on?1am addressing the Chair.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: 1 amon a point of oxder.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Both hon. members are asked
to sit. I rise to speak. I am going to give my ruling.
The hon. junior member for St. Thomas was not re~
ferring ‘to any member of this House. Will the hon.
member continue? '

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: 1 do not know if the hon.
member is a congenital liar or any other type of
liar,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. member addressing
the Chair?

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS:1have to contradict what
the hon. member has said. Your Honouris lucky to be
in the Chair; therefore make the members respect
you. You do not speak to hon. members on that side
of the House!

1.55 p.m.,

1 am correcting what the Hon. Minister has
said about the information onthe file. I said that I
have taken down a number of figuresthathe gave us,
and I have missed some of them. He then said he
would give information at dny time on any item that
we asked for. My point is: How can I ask about an
item on which I did not take down information con-
cerning the figures? All thatIcandois to ask for the
figures and to point out that it is the practice of the
House to adjourn a sitting for a shoxt while in order
to have certain information typed and made available
to hon. members, when considering a Resolution of
this nature. '

Hon. N, W, BOXILL: I said I waswilling to read
back from where the hon. member had left off, He
insisted in asking that the House be adjourned in order
that we may circularise the information in the file.
I ask that the Question be put.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,

The CHAIRMAN left the Chair and Mr. SPEAKER took
the Chair.

» SUSPENSION OF SITTING

Mr. SPEAKER: It now being two o’clock, this
sitting is now suspended until 2,30 p.m.
2. 00 p.m. '

On re sumptwn

" Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, there is
no quorum in the House. I am asking that the bell be
rung.

' Mr. SPEAKER: Let the bell be rung.
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The Bell was rung and a gquorum obtained.

QUESTIONS

Mr. SPEAKER: Question No, 60, page 8, in the
name of the Hon. Junior member for St. Peter, was
being dealt with by way of supplementary questions
when Question Time at our last meeting came to a
close, If there is no further supplementary question
to that, I will proceed to call Question No. 32 stand~
ing in the name of the same hon. junior member for
St, Peter. The question will be found at page 6, left
hand column,

., REFORM PROGRAMME TO ERADICATE
POVERTY

Mz, HINDS: To enquire of the appropriate Minis-
ter:~

Will Government seek to launch a programme of
social and economic reform and betterment to exadi-
cate poverty from the mass of people inthis new in-
dependent nation, in the shortest possible time?

Hon. C. E. TALMA: The Reply is as follows:-

The Government’s plans which are presently
bemg implemented with a view to improving the social
and economic needs of its people are outlined in the
Development Plan 1965-68.

IMPROVEMENT OF PURCHASING POWER
IN ISLAND'S POPULATION

_ Mr, SPEAKER: Question No. 335 standing in the
name of the same hon. junior member for St. Peter.

" Mr. HINDS: To enquire of the appropriate Minis-
ter:-

.~ What are Government's plans, if any, for creat-
ing or improving where necessary, purchasing power
amongst the island’s population - especially amongst
those between 18 and 49 years of age?

Hon. C. E. TALMA: The Reply is as follows:~

The hon. member’s attentionis draw to my Reply
to Question No. 32 given today which also applies to
this Question.

ASSISTANCE TO LOCAL COMMODITY
PRODUCERS

Mr., SPEAKER: Question No. 36 standing m the
name of the same hon. junior member for St. Peter.

- Mr. HINDS: To enquire of the appropriate Minis-
\qer -

What are(Govermnent’s plans, if any, for helping
local commodity producers to produce more, sothat
they can consume more?

And what are the plans, if any, for helping those
persons who earn as little as $12,00 per week a.nd
not more than $20,00 per week, so that they may ‘be
able to purchase the goods and serv1ces they need,
but cannot now afford?

Hon. C. E. TALMA: The Reply is as follows:-

The hon. member’s attention is drawn to my
Reply to Question No. 32 given today which also ap-
plies to this Question.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, maylask
whether all of these replies deal with the question of
increased production? Every nation in the world has
a Development Plan, andevery nation says that it will
start off at a specified time. I should like to Know
whether any concrete steps have been taken with re-
spect to increased production.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, the answer is
in the affirmative. '
2.35 p.m.

RATIO OF GRADUATES IN GOVERNMENT
SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Mr. SPEAKER: Question No. 48 also standingin
the name of the hon. junior member for St. Peter, 1
am reminded that this questionwas put last week, but
the answer was not then available in the files of the
Hon. Leader of the House.

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, to enquire of the appro-
priate Minister:- %

1.
Harrison College, Queen’s College, Lodge and Com~
bermere? '

2. What is the ratio of graduates to pupilsin
(a) the remaining Government Secondary or other
schools, (b) Independent Schools?

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker, the ('reply to
the hon. member’s question is as follows: o

‘(1) The ratio of graduate teachers to pupils in
the Grammar schools listed is as follows:

(a) Harrison College 1 in 20
(b) Lodge School 1in 18
(¢) Queen’s College 1in 24
(d) Combermere Schooll in 20
(2) (a) The overall ratio for Approved Inde-

pendent Schools is 1 in 20. Fifty-eightteachers from
Comprehensive Schools are now undertaking degree
courses at the University of the West Indies and else-
where, This training is designed to 1mprove the gra-
duates/pupils ratio in the Comprehensive Schools.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, consider-
ing the fact that this question was asked in May, would
it be right to take it that the present ‘Minister of
Education is very active?

—

S P

What is the ratio of graduates to pupilsin -

, o
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JUDO GAMES IN SCHOOLS

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Questioi to which the
* reply has been laid is Question No. 58,also standing
in the name of the Hon, junior member for St, Peter.

Mr, HINDS: Mr. Speaker, to enquire of the appro-
priate Minister:-

1. At how many secondary and primary
schools, if any, in this island is the game judo
played?

3. Are there any Judo Clubs attached to any
of the Government=~ownedor - aided secondary schéols
in this Island?

P 3. Does the Ministry of Educationencourage
Judo 1n Schools?

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, the teply to
the hon. member’s question is as follows:-

‘‘Harrison College is the only school with a Judo
Club., The Club is supervised by two members of the
staff, and an old boy of the school, a medical doctor,
is a visiting instructor.

' The Ministry of Education has made no policy
decision on the encouragement of Judo in Schools.*

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Does the Ministry of
~ Education consider that this is a useful thing, some-
thing which should be extended, and perhaps the hon.
member will say whether it is expensive to get teach-
ers or whether teachers are easily obtainable? I ask
that question because I understand that there are
grown-ups who have Judo Clubs and who might help
'in the schools.

p

¥

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member has not got
to explain why he has asked a supplementary que stion
50 long as it is permissible.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, that question

% has recently been raised and if submissions are made,

I am sure that the Ministry will deal with them and
take account of them.

Mr. HINDS: Will the Minister tell us how many
boys there are at Harrison College who are members
of the Harrison College Judo Club? -

Hon. C. E. TALMA: That information is not at
present forthcoming, but I will enquire into it and see
that the necessary information is given very soon.

Mr. HINDS: I wonder if the Minister could tell

us “if there has been any request from the Harrison

@, College Judo Club to the Government for financial
-~ support.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Certain concessions have
been asked for where duty-free equipment is concern=~

e

ed, but no application'has been made insofar as fin-
ancial assistance is concerned.

Mr. HINDS: Ig the Minister in a position to tell
us, or rather, would it surprise him to know that
there are only five boys in the Judo Club at Harrison
College?

Hon. C. E. TALMA: That is hardly a supplemen-
tary question. The hon. member has been given a
reply to the question which was posed a few moments

ago.

‘Mr, HINDS: Does the Hon. ‘Minister know how
long it takes before one can become a master in Judo?
‘Hon., C. E. TALMA: The answer is ‘‘No’’.

Mr. SPEAKER: In any event, that does not seem
to arise, even remotely, as a supplementary question.

Mr., HINDS: Has there been any request to the
Government to supply Judo Equipment to the Club at
Harrison College?

Hon, C. E. TALMA: The answer is ‘‘No'’.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Will the Minister state how long
this Club has been in operation at Harrison College?
2.45 p.m.

Hon. C. E.TALMA: Mz, Deputy Speaker, I am not
able to give that information.,

Mr, HUSBANDS: Will the Hon. Minister say if the
Governing Body of Harrison College has reported to
the Ministry of Education on that matter?

Hon. C. E. TALMA: On the existence of that
rumour? It is well~known to the Minister of Educa-
tion and to the Ministry.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Will the Hon. Minister tell me
how long has it been made known to the Ministry?

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, the last ques~
tion is put as a.supplementary, and it may well be
that if there are any further supplementaries, they
would call for the hon. member to put substantive
questions so that the Ministry would be able to get
the necessary details.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Would the Hon. Minister say
what is the fault that there is a certain lack of enthu-
siasm among the boys to take part in the activities?

Hon. C. E. TALMA: The hon. member himself
intimated that there are only five boys interested and
if that is anexample of the enthusiasm, it well may
be no fault of anybody. Do youwant the boys to infuse
that or express that?

Mrzr, HINDS: Will the Hon. Minister investigate
the reason why with a school like Harrison College,
only five boys remain members?
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Mr. SPEAKER: It appears as if there are no
more answers to that question.

Mr, HINDS: Will the Hon. Minister tell us if a
former Headmaster, or a Headmaster at Harrison
College, has ever made a request to Government for
a supply of a large mat on which Judo is played?

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker,thatwouldhave
to be the subject matter of another questionto be put
by the hon, member.

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, I would like the Hon.
Minister to repeat that as I have not heard his reply.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, I said that in
my opinion, that would have to be the subject matter
of another question to be put so that it could be ans-
wered in the normal way.

VICE OF HOMOSEXUALITY

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Question No. 59 standing
in the name of the same hon. member, the junior
member for St. Peter,

Mr. HINDS: To enquire of the appropriate Minis-
ter:~

Has the Minister any evidence of the presenceof
the vice of homosexuality and its evil tendencies
amongst the school population?

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, the answer is
‘‘None’’,

PRIVILEGE TO WIVES OF U.S. NAVAL
FACILITIES

Mr. SPEAKER: The next is Question No. 64
standing in the name of the same hon. member, the
junior membexr for St, Peter.

Mr. HINDS: To enquire of the appropriate Minis-
ter:-

1. Do the wives of personnel attached to the
U.S. Naval Facility at St. Lucy enjoy any special
. privilege granted by the Government of Barbados?

2, If the answer to the above isinthe affirm-
ative, have any attempts been made by such persons
to abuse such privilege?

3. If the answer to No. 1 is in the negative
however, can the Government state if there is a
possibility of such ladies depriving the Government
of much customs revenue through exporting from this
island antiques and other goods covered by Customs
Regulations?

4. Will the Government seek to bring to jus-
tice persons found to be involved in such a racket?
2.55 p.m,

Hon. E. W, BARROW: The Reply is as follows:~

1. Yes - theprivileges which are granted to
personnel attached to the U.S. Naval Facilities and
their dependents are in accordance with the provi-
sions of the United States (Oceanographic Research
Station) Act, 1961,

2. The Government .is not aware that any
attempts have been made by wives of personnel at-
tached to the U.S. Naval Facilities at St. Lucy to abuse
any special privilege granted by it.

3. ‘The answer to No. 1 isnotinthe negative,

4. All breaches of law which can be supported
by evidence are dealt with by the Police and the Office
of the Director of Public Prosecutions and are not
subject to Government directive.

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, would the Minister tell
us if any attempts have been made to find out whether
breaches of the' law have been made?

Hon., E. W. BARROW: The police and the normal
courts are there to prevent breaches of the law, but
we do not go around pimping behind people to find
out whether attempts have been made to breach the
law.

“Mr, J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, in that
light of the answer to Part 4 of the Question and the
answer to the supplementary question an investigation
into the circumstances in which the Hon, Minister of
Communications took a policeman to St. James Post
Office on the 12th August and directed him as to cer-
tain actions he should carry out?

Mr, SPEAKER: That does not arise out of the
answer given. ( /nterruption .) I trust that hon. mem=
bers understand the reasonwhy I have used this gavel.

LOCAL LOANS

Question No. 84 standing in the name of the Hon.
and Learned member for St. Thomas.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: To enquire of the
Minister of Finance:-

1. How many local loans have ‘beenk floated
by the Government in 1967 to date?

2. Have all these loans been fully subscribed?

3, Has the closing date for subscription to
any of these loans been extended, and if so how much
was subscribed before the extension and how much
after?

4, Whar commissions, placing fees, broker-
ages or other like payments have been made in re-

spect of any of these loans and to whom?

Hon. E. W, BARROW: The Reply is as follows:~

1. One loan has been raised by the Govern-

ment during 1967 to date.

.
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2, No, Sir.
3. No, Sir,

o)

4. Commission at the rate of 3% was paid to
the Brokers who paid all expenses for placing and
advertising the loan,

Mr, J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,who‘ﬁeré
the Brokers?

Hon. E. W. BARROW: The Bankers of the Cor-
poratlon of Toronto, Ca.nada, and West Indies Stock
Exch_ange registered in Trinidad,

Mr. Jo M. G M ADAMS: Would the Prime Min-
ister agree that 3% is an unusually large amount to
pav for a loan that was not under-written?

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker, the hon. mem-
ber is asking a question and making a statement at
t_he same time. I can give a reply to the first part of
the questlon. It is not our experience, from previous
;loans when all the other charges are taken into

‘Con’ildelatlon, that 3% is an unusually high rate,

" Mr., J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, since the
Hon. Minister of Finance has said that I made a
statement as well as asked a question, will he com-=
ment on the statement, namely, that the amount was
not underwritten? In other words, Barbados has not
received the entire amount originally asked for.

Hon. E, W. BARROW:| If that is his interpreta-
tion of underwriting, then the answeris‘‘Yes’’. Bar-
bados did not receive the total amount asked for. We
had asked for a loan of $10 million, but we closed it
at $4 1/2 million.

Mr. J. M. G, M, ADAMS: The Hon. Minister of - |

Finance has not answered my question. I asked him

whether the loan was underwritten.

Hon. E, W, BARROW: It depends on what we think
about underwriting. If Stockbrokers agree to take up
a loan between a groupof them, thenthey can guaran-
tee that they can take up the full subscription; but in
case they do not take up the full subscription, then
the Government have no cause of action against them.
They usually get the money from Insurance Compa-
nies and other traditional lenders, and they try to
raise money elsewhere, They are paid a percentage
for advertising, correspondence and so on.

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Would the Prime Min-~
ister agree thatthe amount asked for was $10 million.

“Hon, E. W. BARROW That is what we had author-
ity to faise, and we tried toget as much as possible,
Weé  were advised that the money would have been,
made available.

Mr., J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Can the Hon. Minister
say whether there was ever an occasion in the his-
tory of Barbados where the full loan asked for was

~ not given?

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I can only refer to things
within my knowledge. The London Market was not
available at the time when we were negotiating this
loan and we had to turn to the local market.

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Did the Brokers through
whom you placed the loan agree to make up the bal-
ance, if public subscriptions were insufficient? You
pay a larger percentage for such services than you
pay for a loan which is not undexwritten. It is possi-
ble to get loans at less than 1% under certain favour-
able conditions. ' k

Hon. E. W. BARROW: The hon. mieémber has made
several statements. If he can recommend to s to-
morrow somewhere that we can get loans at 1%, then
we would be very glad to use the services of his
friends in order to get loans on payment of 1% inter-
est,

3.05 p.m.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: The Prime Minister
has perhaps understandably not understood the ques-
tion. I am talking about the brokerage, notthe rate of
interest. If he wishes a further supplementary ques-
tion, is it within his knowledge that a broker made
representations to the Ministry of Finance aboutthis
self-same loan?

Hon. E. W. BARROW: That is not within my
knowledge.

Mz, HINDS: Does the Minister of Finance consi-
der that paying brokers $135,000 on a $4 1/2 million
loan is very high indeed?

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I have already answered
that question. Perhaps the hon. member could tell
me what brokerage fee is recommended, but 1 have
already answered the question. If the financial ex-
perts could provide me with better facilities at any
time, I would be glad to avail myself of them. The
amount of money which you can raise, the rate of in-
terest and the brokerage fee which you have to pay,
are contingent on the market conditions and the
availability of money at any particular time. There
is no such thing as a regulated broker’s fee laid down
anywhere or a rate of interest fixed at any time, All
of these things the hon. senior member for St. Thomas
should know. '

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Can the Prime Minis-
ter say how much the banks in Barbados have charged
as fees for local loans which have been floated?

Hon. E. W. BARROW: We have not used the
local banks as guidance for the placing of loans. I am
not aware that this has ever happened. The banks
themselves have advised that the Government of Bar-
bados® debentures are available and the Accountant
General pOSSIny pays out a small sort of secretarial
fee to the banks as agents, if they are the appointed
agents. There are one or two business firmswho are
accepted as ‘agents and if they negotiate with them,
they get a normal fee; but this fee is not the same as
the fee paid to the brokerwho hasto be soliciting and
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such things. The so-called broker ox agent comes in
mexely as a secretary going to the Accountant Gen~

eral and getting certificates and matters of thatkind.

He is not concerned with promotion.

Mr, ST. JOHN: Will the Minister state whether
any Government has gone to places other than those
mentioned before?

Hon. E. W. BARROW: This is the firsttime that
we have gone to this institution. We usually go on the
London Market, but we were advised that the time
was not appropriate for the issue onthe London Mar-
ket and therefore we went to the West Indies Stock

Exchange.

Mr. HINDS: Will the Minister tell us who are the
directors of this Institution?

Hon. E. W, BARROW: I am sure that if the hon.
member went to the Accountant General he would get
this information.

Mr, HINDS: Does the Minister know that Mr.
Bruce Procope is one of the directors of this com-
pany?

Hon. E. W. BARROW: He is a member of the
West Indies Stock Exchange.

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Is the Minister aware
that the Financial Secretary refused to supply this
information to me at the time of the Estimates?

Hon., E. W. BARROW: I do not know that the Fi-
nancial Secretary was acting under any authority, but
he never asked for any permission to disclose that
information. He could go to the Accountant General
and get it, Whether the Financial Secretary said that
or not, the hon., member is entitled to go to the Ac-
countant General.

Mr, HINDS: With the files of the previous Gov~
ernments at the disposal of the Ministexr of Finance,
can the Minister tell us if he has found any previous
Government paying brokers at the rate of 3%?

Hon, E., W. BARROW: I do not possess all the
files at the moment. I was at pains to explain that the
brokers’ fee payable is variable from time to time. If
the hon. member wants me to bring alist of brokers’
fee and charges paid by the Government from 1900, I
can do that,

QUESTION
Mr. SPEAKER: Question Time has now expiréd,

it now being 3.15 p.m. of the clock. Due to an admin-
istrative mishap in the office, a question which was

vetted by the Clerk at the Table, standing in the name

of the hon. senior member for St. James was not
available, I undertook to allow the hon. member to
glve notice of that question at some stage today and
therefore the hon. member may proceed to give notice
of the question now.

GOVERNMENT POLICY RE WEYMOUTH

Mr, CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, to enquire of the appro-
priate Minister:

What is the Government’s Policy with respect
to the lands known as Weymouth situate at Roebuck
Street. Bridgetown?

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

Mr. SPEAKER: The time for Private Members®
Business has now arrived. The firstOrder underthis
Head is to resume debate on the second readingof a
Bill to repeal the West Indies Hospital Fund Limited
Act, 1964, When Private Membexr’s Business expired
at the previous meeting, the hon. senior member for
St. Joseph was addressing the Chair,

3.15 p.m.

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, last Tuesday, whenwe
were discussing this Bill,Iwastryingina very small
way to convince the Government that the Opposition
had had a case and that the Company concerned should
do so this afternoon because it is a fact that we of
the Opposition have put up a case, but the Hon, Leader
of the House has told the people that it is no case.
Well, somebody is lying. It is not in any sense of
integrity, honesty or something like that. Well, some-
body is lying somewhere and I hope it is not the Op-
position.

Before going further, 1 said last week that the
then Premier or my Hon. Prime Minister wasnot at
fault. Well, Sir, it was drawn to my attention by no
less a person than one of my constituents after he
read the newspapers that it would appear that my
memory is short and that I am taking the D.L.P.
too seriously. I asked him how; in what way I was
taking them too seriously. He said ‘‘Do you forget
that the Prime Minister was by Springer’s Shop one
day when there was a D.L.P. meeting being held, and
he told the people that ““You want to get up here and
let Lloyd Smith fool you all, but you cannot fool me
yet. The one who can fool me is not born yet.”

Mr. SPEAKER: Standing Order 26 (6) points out
that no Member shall refer to any other member by
name,

Do not be unmindful of that.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, 1 said what aman told
me. I am referring to no member at all. I said a man
told me so. He did not tell me at the time that the Hon.
Prime Minister told me so. He was talking to me.
His conversation made me go into research andl said,
after all, this manhasdoubt, Itis for that reason that
I apologise for saying that the Hon. Prime Minister
was fooled, because no man can fool him, Therefore,
I withdraw that remark.

The man also said that he was not fo‘oled_;dhe
was bought. -
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Mr., SPEAKER:-No hon.. member can use that,

kind of phraseography in this Chamber about another

hon. member merely by saying he was quoting some~

ons. Therefore; the hon, senior member for St. Jos-

eph must withdraw. It is not permissible in respect
of -a member: in this Chamber to say that you were

quoting someone because at any time youwill be able

to say that so-and-so said that an hon. member said
that he was this, that or the other, I am asking the
hon. member to withdraw that statement,

do. this evening, ] am goingto do. The only thing which

I am not going to do istostop talking. However, it is

a pity that' YourHonour did not stop me just now; else
I'would not have:gene so far.

é":

Mr. SPEAKER I would be unfair to the hon..

member if 1 did not give him the maximum amount
of latitude in making:his speech.

i Mr. SMITH: Mz, Speaker, I am going to tell you:
this. It seems asif,5Sir, youhave doubted my remarks.
However, I am going to withdraw my remarks. I am
going to obey your ruling; but you are telling me that
you do not believe what I told you.

Mzr. SPEAKER: There are- lawyers who would
advise a newspaper Editor that he just could not get
away with it in a:Court of Law by saying that so-and-
so had told me so-and-so.

Mr, SMITH: Sir, this is not a newspaper; this is
an honourable Chamber with hon. members in it. The
electors of this-country have voted for them and have
elected: honest and intelligent people. I use the woxrd
“honest’’ again with emphasis.

3.25 p.m.

When one ﬁnds hlmself inthis House, and he was
eyen a culprit outside, he must be redeemed and re-

spected as an honest member. Ido notfeel good over

the remarks that have been made. I have assured Your
Honour that I am prepared to do anything you want
me to do this afternoon except to stop talking, I will
not violate the Rules of this Honourable Chamber, but
I will try to prove my case.Iwill apologise and with-
draw any remark I may make ‘that Your Honour does’
not agree with, ‘

Mr. Speaker, ‘we are now dealing with the Gov~
emment, and the Government:is dealing withitspeo~
ple. When you are dealing with the Prime Minister,
especially the one that we have here, youcannot talk
about foolishness. Thig is the policy of this Govern-
mient. It will be just in social relations; just in the
sight of the law, and so on. This is the policy of the
Democratic Labour Party, and the Hon. Prime Minis~
ter is itg-Chairman or boss. The word ‘‘just’® is un=
blemished. Everything is just, and therefore nothing
at:_all . should appear to be unjust, although in my
opinion it is beyond the Party to be just.

When I look at the way in which the Hon.. Prime
Minister . conducts: Government's Business in this

House, I observe that he has made a lot of changes.’

Mr. SMI'I‘H Mr. Speaker, whatever you want t0'

The Manifesto of the Democratic Labour Party states,
‘““We now have a country’, It means that Baxbados
was nothing at all before the year 1961, We now have
a country. This seems to indicate that we now have a
genius at the head of the Government, together with an
economist who 18 also a genius, I am not sure what
Barbados was before the year 1961, but we now have
a:country. If'we are so fortunate in getting a country,
then let.usg keep this :country unblemished and on a
high standard. Let us keep out the robbers and the
wolves. We now-have a country, and.the Democratic
‘Labour Party is in' charge of the: Government,

Do not tell us withone side of your mouth that we
have a country, and with the other side tell us that
you are going to allow the Company to take away all
of our momney. Let us keepthename of the country as
well as the country clesn. Let the nation thrive -and
grow up. I will not say allthatl have heard about this
Company now. I am saying, however, that this Com~
pany is depriving this Government from collecting
revenue. The Hon. Prime Minister and most people do
not: know-about this matter., When you get a. Company
of this sortwhere the Manager, Assistant Manager,or
those responsible tell you that they will pay you as
they go along, theywill pay theirdues to this Govern~
ment:as they go along, it means that as they go -along
the Gcwermnent wilk get nowhere,

I cannot tell the Income Tax Department that I
am going to pay my income tax according to how
“Fix-it-right®’ goes dlong. I can tell that to the Of-
ficers' in the Department, but .would they accept it?
I will either have to. pay my income tax or the bell
will ring and the ‘Gove rnment will see to it that ‘‘Fix-
it-nght" is in trouble.

Mr. Speakez:, what has happened to the West In~
dies Hespital Sweep? Has the; Queen Elizabeth Hos-
pital. received everything yet? Has the Barbados Turf
Club received its subsidy? Has the Government col-
lected its taxes? A Company with ten hundredthous=~
and million doliars should be able to do a lot of things.
Do you think'it is:fair for these people to hold on to
this money without paying their dues? They will not
pay the: Government, they will not give the Hospital
what they had promised, and will not honour their pro~
mises at all, Are we'to sit herein this-Hon. Chamber
and. say ‘““No’’ toa Bill to- get rid of such’ people?

Every hvmg human in this country is taking this
Company seriously I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, that
the longest time a married mandoes not speak to his
wife is when he holds back the coppers. They will
agree with each othér quickly on any matter except
the withholding of money. Money makes the mare fly,
and the ‘money we are talking about belongs to this
cmmtry.

"We were promised thatthe Queen Elizabeth Hog-
pital would be put right. We were told that the Bar-
bados Turf:Club would be put right, but the Govern-
ment has not received any revenue .and nothing has
been done. Is'this Government going to vote against
this Bill in orxder :to permit certain people to live
smart? -1s: this - Government going to encourage
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smartness? This Government cannot allow a Com-
pany of this sort to remain in this island.
3.35 p.m.

If the revenue has been made right, and they
asked us to give them another chance. I would say
‘‘yes®’ and the people will give them a chance too. It
is not just a question of confusing the Government
and not the people. There is a possibility of their
paying the Government and not the winners but that
would not be normal. If having a person at the head
with the ability of the Prime Minister, Iwant to know
- I will soon be sitting down because I am anxious
to see how the tide will break with this Bill. If with
the Prime Minister’s ability as an economist, an
aeroplane flyer, everything that is top-notch, and he
is going to let it fall this afternoon that is his busi-
ness. I hope it will not be as it was when you had some
men coming around here. You have these people and
you take into account their names alone - William
Garner, and Mr. Herkes - coming into our little coun-
try with more papers than the Advocate. One was
supposed to be teaching Physics at Harrisons College
and the other Commerce at Combermere School. As
to one of them, every morning you could find him
with new things, but when we came to find out there
was nothing. I hope my Hon. Prime Ministerwith his
papers and all of these ‘‘Sc’s'’ will not be like these
two men. 1 am not thinking that at all; unless the
Prime Minister says that everything has been fixed

-right - well, even that cannot convince me now. He
has already convinced me that, at every race, the
sum of $125,000 will be paid out, and that has not
been paid out yet. We will have to make out a very
nice picture. After reading the Prime Minister's
speech from the Official Gazettei, if anybody reads
that, I do not know how he willbe able to get out of it
because these people are too smart.Iam going to tell
you this now; these people are so much bent upon
robbing the revenue of this country by the millions
and not one of them passes throught the Post Office
or anywhere like that, so that you can get a berry?
Where they are putting these tickets to be carried
away? I look around there and Icantell you that they
are putting these tickets wherever elastic is. These
W.LH.S. tickets are going out of the country. The
young girls are doing it and how on earth will this
Government get to know that these people are still
working? If they are paying as they go along, some~
thing is wrong. Something is wrong if they can find
the money to pay now.,

These tickets are also going out in barrels and
the heads of the barrels are marked ‘‘tamarind®,
Now they have started to ship tamarinds. The W.LH.S. !
are now shipping tamarinds and are you telling me
that we have not made out a case? I would be glad if
the Minister in charge could tell me how many of
these tickets go through the post office; I would be
-very glad for this imformation. When you get
to find out that these people are living smart and
they are bent upon tricking us = they can fool the
Prime Minister, but not me, They are tricking this
Government and still would not pay up this $500,000

by way of a licence, and you are still allowing them
to remain here. Barbados was living long before a
company of this sort came to this place. When this
Company came in here, our nose was above the
water. If we could not swim, we still could not
drown. They are doing us more harm than good
because there is a possibility of their spoiling our

good name.

1 know a man who has a.sister in New York.
She bought six tickets and won, and she sent the
ticket to her brother here for him to draw the money
He drew, not the winning money, but his breath.
He told me that the way in which his sister wrote to
him, she got the idea that he had drawn the money
and would not send it to her. A-lot of things are
happening from this Company, I am not against this
Company; 1 do not even know where it operates. I
am not against anybody who is trading, but I am
against unfair dealings. I am told that one who is
closely connected with this Company is putting
race horses in the field, and he also has yachts, I
hope that the Minister, who is in charge of the police,
will keep his eyes on these boats, there is a possi~
bility of these boats taking up tickets too.
3.45 p.m,

It is possible that these yachtboats canbe taking
out these sweepstake tickets. Keep an eye on these
yacht boats. Sir, I am not going to sit hexe and mis-
represent my people; I have to represent them.

Now, Sir, I understand that they are payingup. I
was told not too long ago that these people are paying
up; but even if they are paying up, how are they pay-
ing? If they are tricking us through the post and are .
shipping out these things as tamarinds, how are they
paying up? There is a certain season for tamarinds,
but they are still being shipped up to Canada - not
tamarinds, but sweepstake tickets.

What must we do? Can I sit here and say ‘‘Yes®*
to keep these people?

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair
SPEAKER took the Chair,

and Mr, DEPUTY

Yes, Mr, Deputy Speaker, I am sorry thatyou are
in the Chair because 1 know you would talk on this
matter, Now, Sir, when things of this sort are hap~
pening, I wonder whether the Government members
are going to vote againstus to keepthese people here,
even if they were paying., They are getting away with
murder. I am asking the Minister in charge to check
up on the Post Office or the Customs Department to
find out if the Company has paid in anything last year.
Find out how much business this Company has done
with the Post Office and the Customs Department.

We have just increased the Package Tax Act by
twenty-five cents forevery 56 pounds., Now, Sir, these
people’s business passes throughthe backdoor. When
the Prime Minister thinks he is getting a Package
Tax from these people, and these people canget away -
without paying taxes on their packages? If the Hon.
Prime Minister did not think he would be getting a
certain amount of revenue from this Package Ta.x, he
would not have hit it.

e ——
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“Sir; this'{s’a’ seﬁousmatter. ‘The Goverhmient
should fid cut whether these tickits ate belng printed
ih the Island. T i3k 6o, but the Governirient should

“find out.' The Goveinment should have anmvestigation
‘carried ‘out by the Police 5o as to see ft théy wotid
hop on these thiﬁgs because if the metery printed
one thousand of these sweepstake ticket books and they
do not sell‘any locally, whit revenue ‘do they get from
these books passing through the Post Office? If’ they
801d ‘500 bodks locally, then they ‘Bhould give accoiint

of the* other '50’0" books which%ey som‘ove‘rs‘eas.

“.‘These people’ ‘have confessedthat the Hon. Prime
Minister is a hatd max. They have comé'to the con-
clusion that just as hard asthe Prime Minister is, as
soft they would deal with him They knew' thathe was
asking too much; but they could see through the ‘posi-
tion that if they -did’ not ‘agree with him'at the time
they would not be able to operate here; 80 they ag‘reed
because they’ knew what they would do lateron. They
told him “‘alright”. They were Honest enough to tell

“him that he was a°hard man, buthe did not know with
whom ‘he was dealing. There is the saying "Softly,
sofﬂy, catchee monkey” »

Sir, they are getting sweepstake books out of this
country. These go out through the back door. I hope
that nobody knocks me down tonight. As 1 have said,
this is a very serious matter. Do youknow what they
‘would be encouraging? If they get away with sending
‘certain things out of this country in a clandestine way
‘and I know about it too, do you not thmk that I would
seek to do ‘the same thing too? h

I do not know how the Government is looking at
this matter. I do not know how the Government is tak~
ing this. Sir, does this mean that hon. members on the
other side of the Table are continuing to keep this
Bill on the Statute Book? This is something which can
break our country, which can injure our good name.
Everybody is looking up to us now. I do not want to
repeat my‘self, not for one moment, I am making sure
that ‘when I say one Word, 1 il not be repeating it
but “how do I know that people outside are look.mg ip
to"Barbados? Afriend of miné took me to Grenada and
introduced ‘me to friends of his 'as Lloyd Smith from
the ‘House' of Partiament in Barbados' and do you not
Kriow that after that T could not find the place at which
1 was putting up? The' people ‘there éntertained me so
nicely that {was overwhelmed, I car tell you, Sir, that
when I found myself, a nice damsel carried me back
to the hotel where I'was staying '

" Well, Sir, I want Barbados to keep that name. I
want to keep Barbados on the maps regardless of
which Government is in power.

3.5 pm.

I do not like to blow my own trumpet. I was going
around the Island for afew days withtwo members of
the Government, and they told me that they had never
expected to receive the co-operationIhad given them.
They did not know thatIwas a member of the Opposi-
tion. We live verywell. However, just as the members
of the Guyara House of Parliaiment behaved in their
House, they behaved at the Conference whichI attend-

ed. They Guyana Opposition gave the Guyana Govern~-
ment a lot of tmuble at the Conference. This country

‘has a ‘good name, gnd We have the respect of people
ﬁhere and abroad. Should we allow people to come to
‘this country and spoil our good name?

I do not know how members of the Government
are looking at this matter, but I would advise them
especia]ly the back benchexs, to say that something
is wrong with their bellies and go home, so that this

‘ Bill may be passed. Anyway, the Government does not

have any back bencher. I can say anything in this
House. If it is unparliamentary, then I can withdraw

it If poor people outside of this House say what they

have in mind, they would have to go before a magis-
trate. I can say inthis Housethatif hon. members, do
not vote for this Bill, then they have been paid. I am
not going to say so yet, but I may have to say so be-
fore 1 have completed my speech. IfI have to say that

'they have been paid to do what they are doing, I will

say so.

Mr, Speaker, time is going,and I want this Bill
to be passed this evening. If 1did not want the Bill to
be passed, then 1 would speak on it until tomorrow
morning. 1 have my notes here, and I have not yet
looked at them. I want this Bill to be passed this
evening for more reason than one. I do not want to
detain the Hon and Learned Prime Mimster, because
I know that he is responsible for this matter, It is
good for us to be jovial in a debate of this nature.

There was a man at Welchman Hall named John-
son, He had a wedding one day, and after the guests
left he woke up the bride and told her: ‘“Mary, get
up and let us eat our cake.’’ When he told her to get
up, she must have thought that he wantedto do some-
thing else. I am now saying that the Government is
responsible for whatever the people have done. The
Hon. Prime Minister is responsible for everything,
because he piloted the Bill. As I have already said,
he wanted money to run the country. It might have
happened to me, but I would not have accepted those
promises., If he gets up here and tries to defend the
Bill, I will get onthe platform and say certain things.
On the platform I can be my own lawyer. ‘

Somebody was talking about lawyers,and I think
it was Your Honour. I went to alawyer the other day
and he told me something, I went to another lawyer
and he told me something else; Iwentto a third law-
yer and he told me something different. I decided
there and then to go to court and pilot my own case.
1 did not know the section to which I should have re-
ferred the magistrate, but I used what I had in my
head. A lot of lawyers depend on what is written, but
whenever'a'ny person reads something from abookit
is not his knowledge. What comes out of your head is
something that you cannot buy.

A little while ago the Hon. Minister spoke some-
thing about Judo. Judo cannot put anything in my head.
(Interruption) The Hon. Prime Minister cares so little
about this debate that he would not even listen to what
I am saying. Anyway, one cantalk and still listen. Af-
ter what I have said here this ‘afternoon, are you
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going to tell me that these people are worthy to re-
main with us, when the Company have a licence to
sell sweepstakes and they are now dealing in tama-
rinds? This is rank hypocrisy. The word ‘‘hypocrisy”’
has a very wide meaning and Ihadto explain it some
time ago.

4,05 p.m.,

I know thatlwill be agked: “How can you say that
these tickets went out in a barrel?*’ Thisis my reply:
go and find out how many have been shipped out of the
island from the time that these people were here, or
at least for one year. Find out how many of these tic-
kets have passed through the Post Office. I sat here
and I heard the hon. senior member for St. James, 1
think it was, say that he was askedto take away some
of them with him. He is an insurance man, not a
sweepstake man, I did not hear anybody getup to deny
it; therefore it must be true, Leave out the matter of
the barrels and the tamarinds! You hear an hon.
member accusing another hon. member of taking along
these tickets, and is that not enough to warrant dis-
missal with costs? Mr. Deputy Speaker, does not that
warrant a dismissal? If nothing else warrants adis-
missal, this warrants it.

The Minister of Communications went to the St,
Thomas Post Office with the Police and arrested two
hungry people and accused them of robbing the reve-
nue., There were two or three newspapers at five
cents a piece which do not have to pass through the
post, and they are taken there, If they are taken to the
Post Office by a van whichisnotthe van belonging to
the Post Office, the driver of the van is entitled to
read ahundred newspapers. Itis not the Government’s
van; it is the contractors’ van, and I know that these
vans take parcels for the public. They take my break-
fast and all. This is the parcel of the van driver and
a Minister who is working for a handsome salary and
who should be doing the people’s work, is smelling
about with a policeman to arrest people! I grant you
that he is doing his duty intryingto save the revenue
for the country, but what about these people now? I say
that these things were the perquisities of the van
driver. He cannot get inside where the letters are;
there is nowhere inside at all, The parcels are not
insured, and if the van had caught afire, the owners
of the papers are not insured. You have a Minister who
is going down beneath the earth with a policeman; you
cannot see him because he has gone so far down just
to track downthe newspapers of two or three persons,
and he does not have eyes enough to see what is
happening with the W.I. H.S. If they do not vote for this
Bill and that does not cause that Government to fall,
then I will resign from this House. I will not waste
my time getting up in here pleading for the people
for what is and forwhat is not; and if this Government
agrees with these people and when they go back to the
people, the people say that they will put them back, 1
will be finished. This is bound to bring down the Gov-
ernment,

I am going to put it to the people in a way differ-
ent from how it has been put here. The people in St.
Thomas are deprived of their little Saturday news-
paper, and are you going to tell me now that these

poople can do as they like? That they can ship out and

;shipinapgl mthing ha.ppensllhm to pay my taxes

m.ievexyhmiy else has to pay,hietaxes. The poorest

'man in thig country hag to pay taxes, no matter Who
:_he 1s, aqdﬂlese big shots arenotpaying These peo-

ple with all of this moneydonotwant to pay my Gov-
ernment their money. This is a very serious matter.
Mr. Depury Speaker, I can see it in youreyes,that if
they can vote fgr a.nythi.ng of t.his sort it is against
‘their wishes. Ican rememberwhenlwas Chairmen of
Committees - 1 do npt think you were born yet, Sir -
but I was Chairman of Committees, and the present
Government ~ or some, of them -were in the Opposi-
tion,and they were agaigst my Government subsidis -
ing the B.W. 1A.or something like that. The hon,senior
member for the City was a,gainst my ¢ Government for
it, and. they were prepared to talk for hours, and
~your humble servant was inthe Chair from 12 o’clock
noon until 7.00 o*clock next morning. All through the
night the Opposition was talking. The numbers of the
’Government were against them, and the only Weapon
they had was to talk and they talked, Icomphment
them. I now see when you are in the Opposition you
must talk. I can tell you that they relieved me just to
get a little cup of coffee and whilst passing, I heard
one of them say: ‘“We have got them, we will keep
them until 7 o’clcok in the morning " Isaid if that is
80, 1 will goin, and Iwent in. and threw a spanner into
the works. Otherwise, it would have been history.
There were only two members talking. There was a
.good Opposition, Well, Sir, those hon. membe s should
not feel deterred if we triedto defend the people . They
defended their people and they were right. I did not
see itinthatlight; I thoughthatthey were only punish-
ing me.

4.15 p.m.

~ But, when youhave adutyj_toperfohn, perform it.
If you feel a man is wrong or the Government is
wrong, let them know so.

Is Tt‘he Government Wrong?‘f The Government has
not done anything wrong. The Gpvenunent tried its
best, and is trying its best, to get money to run the
country. I would not be 80, unfair as to get up and
accuse the Hon. Prime Minister,or anybody else, for
what has happened. I do believe that if the Hon, Prime
Minister had known that this Company was gwitching
from selling sweepsta.ke tickets to selling tamarinds,
he would pot have allowed them te carry on.

1 have acase whichI ca.n prove here from the hon.
senior member for St. James. That hon. member was
asked as an insurance man not to insure a lot of
sweepstake ticket book.s, but to. take them out of the
island. That hon. member at that time seemed as if
he knew that he was going to be a member of this
House now, and that he should have refused to take
out those tickets with him. He must have because if
he had taken them out, I would have named him now
for doing something which was wrong.

Now, Sir, you w1].1 know that any young man who
likes to pose around with young ladies would know a
lot of things, The Hon. Leader of. the Opposition would
not know now because hehas passedthatstage of life,

=
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'but we-would know. Well, then, how én eaith did yod

cular-gizls to thke away? I coulifnot ask a sexvant of

mine or anyonie sbout it. 1'd6 not think any gentleman
up- Bay Street asked sbout that. Now, these people are:
asiead to take these things oiit of the cotntry without
lemng the Post Oﬁiee gbt someﬂung out bf 1t.k

Th:ts 1sveryimftml ’l"héy are anmdmstaym
this country. (A' YOICE: Why?) Little Mr: Batchelor
was not allowed to comie: isi,-He wasnot even allowed
to get off the plane; yétthese péé?l’eiﬁﬁ'stsbta’y. Why?
Because the good name’ of Barbados is dﬁftingall the
way down the B.ne

Sir, I-do-not-Hke this gambﬁmgthing For allow-
ing them to operate imthis country,they'say that they
will ‘give the Basbados Turf Club|a better type of
horse. When ‘it comes to horses for racing, there
are some horses that even their names are too heavy
for racing. Do you know that we had a race horse
called “‘Sir Graiitley*® and that name was so heavy

for it that he could not'move? Even'if you gave them-

a good, decent name, they justrunaroundin the race
with theothers, but you always see them first from

behind, They come first ~ you ate going to judge

from ‘behind.. Do you know that some horse-owners'do

not even bet on their horses? Now, think of it; you

have a horse and you would not throw away a dollar
bill on it!

Sir, we have to live upto this good name of Bar-
bados. Let us live up to it; letus show the world that
we can standon our own feet,’ By‘your actions, you are
making a lot of folks in the world believe ‘that- we can~
not stand on our own feet,"We can stand o our feét
and still have that good, nice name. :

Gambling-is an unfair thing; you had'better work
hard to get money. ‘If you buy a sweepstake ticket add
you win, it is alright. I would almost call that honest

gambling, but peopie who are buymgthese tickets are

not wmning

Do you think that the Prime Minister can: passa

. law: to catch these people when théy are so smart?:

Every Barbadian is paying his full share of ta.xation
and these people are getting around it. ‘
4%pml

When these people were given a licence, Inever
expected that they were going to switch from sweep-
stakes to tamarinds.Several péople’have never thought
of  that, and I believe that sever#l hon. members
around this Table are surprised to hear about this,
The ‘members: of ‘the Government -should know that
something is wrong, because when the' people in charge
of the Company say that they will pay as they go along,
there-is a trickiin that. They are still making money,
and I know that they are not going to take one penny
out of that $10,000 million to pay Governmentunless
they were getting money from somewhere, If they had
intended:to act in anhonest mannerythenthe Govern-
ment would not have had to sue them foxr taxes. If you
do not spend $1 and you are making $10, then you are

sure to have money. That is what those'people are do-

mgbus,mditisthadm:yofmryhon. member sitt-
ing axound this Tahle to mnha:umthatuomething
posi&ntsdominﬂusmmr, ‘

When tamarinds ate shipped away, sweepstakes
and othex things can be shipped along withthem. A lot
of things will leave this counitryilfegally. When a bar-
rel of tamarinds is rolled on the wharf, no one opens
it to see its contents. Let us nilp things inthe bud, T
was rather surprised when my attention was drawn
to what whs happening. It 18 possible to ship' Ameri~-
can money” along with ‘the taniarinds, The same way
that’ Bweepstakes can'be sent out, then anything else
can “Pe ' ‘gent out illegaIIy “This 1is a serious question
I am' dealing with this afternoon.

“Mr. DEPUTY SP‘EAKER' In accordance with
Standmg Order 18 (6), it is mow time to return to
Government Business. '

*17 SPEAKER took /fze (’bazr.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

“Mr. SPEAKER: When the Sitting was suspended
the House was in Committee of Supply.

‘, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chawr and’the House wentinto
Committee .of Supply, Mr. YEARWOOD in the Chair..

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1967-68 No. 19
‘ liead 3 - Parliament - was called,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, this Resolu-
tion is for the sum of $16,450. Under Part 1 - Current
Head 3 - Parliament, the ‘sum of $11’;000 refers to
Item 21 - Reporting. The sum of $11,000 is being
sought in order to increase the salaries of Parlia-
meéhtdry Reporters for the rémainder of the financial
year. The amount voted in the Estimates was $21,696,
and'it' is now mecessary to provide $11,000 to meet
the revised salaries of Reporters. The salarles of
Reporters and Typists have been revised in accord-
ance with Government’s policy, and we are asking that
this sum of $11 000 be voted under this Item to provide
for the increased salaries to the endof this fmancial
year.

~‘With referénce to Item 25 - Commonwealth Par-
liamentary Association - the sum of $5,000 is
required ‘to provide a SUpplementary grant to the
Barbados branch of the Commonwealth Parliament-
ary Association to meet the additional amount of
subscription to the General Councﬂ, and the com-
mitierts in respect of conferences and delegations
for the remainder of the’ financ1aI year.

I beg to move that ‘He_ad 3 stand part.
Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to seeoﬁd that.

Mr. St. JOHN: Mr. Chairman, we are not against
the increase in salaries for the reporters ‘in this
House, and we believe that the increase is justiﬁed.
We still want to make it clear thatwe are extremely
dissatisfied with the manner in whichthe publications




of the repoxts of this. House. and. Official Gazette. gre
dealt with. Itistime thatwe, qntbis side of the House, -
should make up our minds, that:we are not goingto..
accept any ‘“‘second best’® system as far as the de-
bates of this House are concexned.,

Several months passbetore oﬁe canget a copy. fef‘u

the Official Gazette ox & copy of a report of the pro-
ceedings of this House. This is a matter of acute

embarrassment. to members_ on both sides of the.

House, apparently, because many people seemto feyel
that it is a subject that should not be raised on the
floor of this House. I feel that.a Special Committee
of this House should be appointed to go into this
matter, because the Debates Committee seems tobe
a useless institution. The Debates Committee sits,
but nothing is done. In order to have this House

functioning properly, it will be necessary tohave the

debates speedily done. It seems to me as though the
Leader of the House together with the Leader of the
Opposition or some other member on this side of
the House should sit down together and arrive at some
decision whereby things will be done properly.

Mr. HUSBANDS: My hon. colleague on my imme-
diate right referred to the slowness in having the
Hansard printed in the @fficial Gazelte. This brings
to my mind, Mr, Chairman, that some time -ago the
hon. junior member for St. Lucy, the Minister of
Education now Minister of State, said - Speaking from
memory, and I think I am correct - that it was pro-
posed to appoint an Editor of Debates. I remember
speaking on the subject on that occasion.

I wonder whether the Mimster, who is incharge
of this Resolution, can tell the House how far that
appointment is being processed and what is the pre-

sent state of things? If we had an Editor of Debates,
who is competent, he would relieve us of the difficulty .

in which we now find ourselves. For instance, the
debates of the 10th December may reach an Hon.
Member several weeks afterwards.

4,35 p.m. ‘

I think that that is the answer. What we under- “

stand is happening is this: the Clexrk of the House does
a lot of editing and he does not seem to be able to do
that easily. I know that if some other arrangements
were made, if we had our own Editor, the debates

could be brought up to date. I would like the Hop.

Minister tell us what stage has been reached as.far

as the appointment of an Editor of Debates is con-,

cerned. That is somethix1gWhichwas bxeught forward

in the House. Our Reporterial Staff is up to the

strength of three and the Typist Staff is the same.
number. There is one Typist to each Reporter, but
the Clerk of the House hastodo a lot of proof reading
and editing and that is a strenuous job, He has other
work to deal with. The Deputy Clerk is not a whole-
time officer of this House; but the Clerkis supposed
to be a whole-time officer. N

1 know the conditions of service under Wthh the
Clerk works. I remember the hon. junior member for

St. Lucy, the present Minister of State fox Car,lbbean ;
Affairs, stating that the Government had come toa de- .

cision to .appoint anEditer of Debates, If that bas been
allem&to hang fire forall of these weeks and months,
I think that if that appointment is made as quickly as-
possible, then we will have our debates up to date
in the Official Gazette. The House has been meeting
for fairly lengthy hours, .and we have been going
rathex steadily now and thenand againwe do not have
any regular recess. I remember that the|Reportorial
Staff usually. caughtupwith their work when the House
was on-vacatjon. However, Sir, I feel that part of the
answer lies.in the appointment of an Editor of De<
bates, the appointment of a competent mantowhom a
proper salary should be paid. If that were done, the
Clerk of the House would not have to attend to so many
duties as proof reading and editing. There was a time
when some other Officer of the House was allowed to
edit the debates, and that arrangement was sternly
criticised in this House. If an appointmentof an Edi-
tor of Debates is to be made, and the Cabinet has
given its decision for that appointment to be made,
let it be done; let this appeintment be made and then
we would know whom we have to blame. I know that in
addition to his duties ofediting and proof reading, the
Clerk has to attend, exr-officio, meetings of the Select
Committees and when he is absent, the Deputy Clerk
has to do the job. I say that I would like an answer
from the Minister, who is responsible, to tell me

where we are not wvis-a-vis the appointment of an.

Editor of Debates, which proposal I rememberhear-
ing in this Chamber from the hon. junior member for
St. Lucy, who is now the Minister of State for Carib-
bean Affairs.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS:; Mr, Chairman, Ido not
want to repeat what has been said, but this matter has
been mentioned long enough that it could be remedied.
I have been asked astowhat is happening, but instead
of having a crash programme in one direction, why
should we not have a crash programme to bring the
debates in the (fficial Gazette up-to date?

Everybody on.this side of the House would be
quite willing to vote the money necessary for having,
more Reporters at a higher salary, if necessary, if
we could getto the standard and maintain the standard
of the House of Commons where you can buy the de-
bates on the day after the speeches have been made.
The debates could be corrected by hon, members,and
be on the streets on the day after they have taken
place, There is no reasonwhy that should not be done
in Barbados. There are thousands of people in this
island who would buy the (fficial Gazette and read the

* speeches and see the proceedings whichtook place on

the day before, There has been a suggestion that the
Debates Committee - or something has been whis-
pered at the: Debates .Committee about bringing things
up to the stage where we can have the debates pub-
lished within three days of their taking place. If that
is so, we can do some more pushing and get the de-
bates out on.the day after they have taken place.
4.45 p.m,

Iam wondering and have been making enquiries
of what has been done teo tighten up things, and the
answers which I got is that the Cabinet is holding up

things. The Debates Committee has seen fit to make

e gy
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recommendations for the printing of the Official Han-.

sard of the Legislature within the shortest possible

time, and it was thought that these recommendations.

would have been Unplemented at the opening of this
Session.

I have asked that the system of reporting by
Planatype be introduced here so as to speed up the
work. We had reporting by Planatype in the Federal

Legislature, and it is terrifically fast and you got

your debates ready by the next moring, However, al-
though Planatype seems to be the customary way of
reporting nowadays, I asked the Clerk a few minutes
ago about it, and ] understand that you cannot make
up your mind on it yet., These are matters which the
Debates Committee of today were seriously con-
cerned with, and-have made recommendations to the
Cabinet after giving.careful consideration to the mat-
ter. The. hon. senjor member for St. Peter has told
what had been effected in the past.

In S0 far as makmgprovxsmn forbringingevery-—
thing up-to~date as regards the printing of the (fficial
Debaies, we would do everything possible to help. We
would come back in tomorrow if you felt something

should be done in addition so as to speed this woxk

up.. Briefly, Mr. Chairman, we would vote anything

asked for if it is thought that it would help in getting

these debates ready for publication at the earliest

possible time. Of course, naturally, you would be"

asked to explain how you arrived at a particular sum.
If you come fox higher or better salariesin the hope
that it would help in getting better production - and I
am.saying nothing in reflection of the present Repor-
ters, some of whom hayve been Reporters inthig House
for over twenty-years =- if it is necessary to get
somebody else, do so.. Above all, do not lose sight
of the fact that the.general public wants to read the
debates. of what took place.in here at the earliest
possible time. You can sell copies of the debates in
the streets.

Sir, 1 do not think amythihg has been said that the.

Government couldnot actually work on it and follow it.

. ‘Hon. E. W. BARROW: Six, I have listenedwith a
great deal of interest to the statements made on the
other side of the House on the debates. It is unfortu~
nate that the rules-of this House as they stand do not
permit members the opportunity of discussing the
domestic affairs of this House without the employees
of 6t;be;t persons present atthe discussions, butthere
is afantastic amount of inefficiency in the office of the
Legislature and this is amatter of general knowledge.

. I have been trying to get this matter regulated.As
a matter of fact, as far as the Reporters are con-
cerned, Ishould say that within the limitations of their
work, they are doing a very good job, but I am re-
ferring to the printing of the debates and the general

"~ conduct of the Officers of the House. I have heard a

e

lot of nonsense being talked about people ina certain

walk of life. If a person is in a certain stratum of

life, he is hounded down: but as soonas you move up

the social ladder, you find more humanities are given
~to people who should set an example.

- 1 am not going to sit here and see the Reporters
being  criticised. The general impression is that the
Reporters are not doing their work. Regulations, or
whatever they are, are laid down as regards their
conditions of service,; and you can come in here and
find them doing their transcripts as laid down. I wish
I'could say the same thing of the other Offmers of
the House. '

1 should like the Leader of the Opposition as
Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee to ex-
amine the way ini which the accounts of the House have
been handled over the yearorduring the period under
review. Every member hexe knows what 1am talking
about. It does not mean that lam carrying out a per-
sonal or political vendetta against anybody, because
Officers of the House are not supposed to have poli-
tical views. And if 1 say the things that could be said,
I do not think that two or three of the members on the
opposite side would be living in Barbados. (A VOICE.:.
Whom are you talking about?) Iinclude mysélf as one.

The House should put up standards of conduct
that we would:like to’ see coming fromthe public out-
side. Why is it that the House of Assembly should be
a depository of inefficiency?

When the Opposition talked about the greatest
production, I asked the Public Service Commission
for their recommendations as regards the more
modern form of stenotyping, There isamodernform
of stenotyping obtainable in otherneighbouring texri-
tories. '
4,55 p.m.,

The reply 1 received was that the Debates Com~
mittee was not. interested in stenoscript because it
was thinking about some other newer system, but not
one.of us has seenthe system and we are still waiting
for. several Debates. I would like to pick up some of
the debates and the speeches thatwe have made, but 1
cannot get:them. There are debates which are sup=
posed to have been printed before 1958, and we have
not:yet received them, far less those for six months
ago. R :

I want to let the members of the Opposition know
that an increase in salary is not the cure for lack of
production, 1 would never give an increase in salary
to a person who is giving low production because he
is not satisfied with his salary. I would give a man
an increase in salary if he says that he has to work
overtime in order to getwork done,and he convinces
me that his salary should beé increased. It may be
necessary to have an increase in the staff, but'l do
not see inthis Resolution any cuxe forour difficultiés,

. Quite recently the Hon,. Speaker made-some re~
marks indicating that the Printing Office was respon=
sible for inefficiency. I had the matter investigated
and wrote a letterto the Speaker pointing out that, far
from it being the fault of the Printing Office, the
Printing : Office had done work that should have:béen
done by an Officer of this House. I do not know why
this: House of Assembly has to be the repository of
inefficiency.
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It is true that certain recommendations were
made in February, 1967. However, the Debates Com~
mittee, because of personal reasons, is dragging its
feet and refusing to take.a firm stand in a matter
which has reached. proportions of public- concern.

Mr. HUSBANDS: I am a member of the Debates
Committee, but I have never attended any meeéting
where reports of disreputable conduct on the part of
any Officer have been made. Nothing like that was
ever brought to my knowledge at any meeting of the
Debates Committee, If the Hon. Prime Minister
knows of any disreputable and disgraceful comduct
on the part of any Officer of this House, then he
should draw it to the attention of Mr. Speaker who
should bring it to the notice of the Advisory Commit-~
tee known as the. Debates Committee. Let me tell
this House that the Debates Committee is merely an
Advisory Committee. D

I repeat that if the Hon. Prime Minister knows

of any disreputable conduct on the part of any &ficer &

of this House or ofthe Printing Committee,-then it
has not been officially brought to my knowledge and
therefore, I cannot be charged with defending anybody
who should be disciplined. .

Anyway, thisis notthe place fordealing with such
a matter. We have strangers in our midst, and this
matter should not be discussed in this manner. I do
not like to stab a man behind his back, or to talk
about a man when he cannot defend himself, The cor-
rect thing for the Hon. Prime Minister to do is to
draw the Speaker's attention to what he thinksis dis-
reputable conduct on the part of an Officer, and the
Speaker could take upthe matter in the Debates Com-~
mittee, 1 do not like this way: of attacking people.

If it is necessaxry to have an investigation into
the matter, that can be done in due course. I never
listen to news, because when somebody comes to you
and tells you something about Mr. Barrow:and you do
not examine the matter properly, you will become
biased. I like to have proper evidence before me and
to give a man an opportunity to defend himself. If he
is wrong, then Iwill take the necessary action to have
him disciplined. - -

Is it true or not that the Cabinet agreed to ap=-

point an Editor of Debates? The Hon. Prime Minister
spoke, but he did not mention one word about this
matter,

Hon. E. W, BARROW: When was the last meeting
of the Debates Committee that you attended? No
recommendation of that nature has ever been made
or sent to the Cabinet., As I said before, it is for the
House of Assembly tomake récommendations for the

proper dispatch of the workofthe House. It is not for -

the Cabinet to tell the House of Assembly how the
work in the; House should be conducted. ‘

- .1 the hon, member will recommend the appoint- "

ment of a Special Select Committee to go into:this

. question and examine alllthe proceedings that-take

e

place and make recommendations of the proper print-
ing and publication of Debates, 1shall be glad to sup~
port that because it appears to me that the Debates
Committee does not function, and even when it is
functioning the hon. senior member for St. Peter
does not attend the meetings.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr, Chairman, we know the Hon.
Prime Minister and his weaknesses, and I object to
his remarks. When I was the Speaker of this House of
Assembly, I recommended that an Editor of Debates
should be appointed. The Hon. Prime Minister seldom
comes here, or seldom can come here, whichever
is more parliamentary, but whenever he comes he
gets muddled. :

. If you will peruse the Debates of this House; Mr.
Chairman, you will find that the hon, junior member
for St. Lucy, unasked and unprovoked, stood on the

floor of this House and told us that the Cabinet had-

agreed to the appointment of an Editor of Debates.
Do not tell me what the Cabinet can do or should do.
I am not responsible for what goesonin the Cabinet.
1 know what the hon. junior member for St. Lucy said

in this House, and when he made the statement it was

unprovoked. I am not saying thatitwas a recommen-
dation from the Debates Committee, because Idonot
attend those meetings regularly. 1 will attend the
meetings as regularly as I want to. ' )
5.05 p.m.

I am not saying that it was a recommendation

from the Debates Committee. When a Minister makes '

a statement like that, I take it to be a serious one,
The Hon. Prime Minister is talking at cross purposes.
The Hon: Leader of the Opposition has said that this
House will do all that lies in its power as far as
speeding up the publication of the debates in the
Official Gazette is concerned. I think that that would
meet with unanimous agreement around this horse=
shoe. Speaking of mechanical aids, I have seen cer-
tain machines in operation in Trinidad. 1do not know
if the Staff have ever rejected the idea of being
trained to use these machines, 1 am ignorant of that,
but I say this; I know that the answer can partly be in
the provigion for the appointment of an Editor of De-
bates. I am sure that there are other hon. members
here in this Session who were here in the last five
years. The question of the appointment of an Editor
of Debates was mentioned here in 1967, and that is
why I said that I hope that the Minister in charge
would tell us how far they have got in this matter, I
have nobody to defend when I am ignorant of a thing,
but when I am posted with the facts, I remain un-
biassed. (4 Voice from the Gallery). Mr. Chairman,
I hope that you will spot that individual and have him
removed. You are one of the guardians of the pri~
vileges of this House. (ASIDES).

Mr. CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member is drawing
my attention to Standing Oxder 69, that Standing Order

says this:~

““No strangers shall be entitled to enter or re~

main within the Chamber of the House or the pre-
cincts thereof without_the authority of the Speaker.

—
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- It any member takes notice that strangers are:
present, the Speaksr, or in Committee the Chatrman,
shall ‘put forthwith the question ‘That strangers do
withdraw’, without permitting any debate or amend-
ment......

MBMBERS° That is not the Standing Ordex.

Mr. RM.AN‘ That is the mlevant Stnnd:lng
Qmer.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS' Not for the misbeha~
viour of an mdividual.

Mr. HUSBANDS 1 hope that on the nextoccasion
you will really see the offender. We are in an unfor-
tunate position today in that we have no Marshal. Mr,
Chairman, I ask you to observe the sort of irregu-
larities which take place in Parliament.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1 heard a voice, but I cannot
discover who the offenderis. AsItold hon. members,
if notice is brought to my attention as to the misbe~
havieur of strangers,. it -means that Standing Order
69 wilk be put into operanon. Let the hon..member
pmeeed

s Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr, Chairman, asIwas saying,
Sir, I do not believe that an increase of salary for the
Reportorial Staff is the answer. I think that the Ser-
vants and Officers of this House have recently had
increases in their salaries; therefore there is no
furthex-increase.due, nor do I think that additional
staff is permanently needed. We can employ additional
staff in an emergency for the purpose of speeding up
the publication of the debates. Things have been so
difficult that [ remembex that a President of the Other
Place actually wrote off some debates; and if I, as
Speaker of this House had dome that, I would have
come in for the greatest ridicule, I have had my diffi-
culties as Speaker of this House with the publication
of:the:debates and I did my best to get the debates
out.. ‘As 1 have already said, with the apportionment
of .duties, when it comes to the proof reading and
editing, the Clerk has those duties to perform. This

LN o matter will affect every single member of this House.

<y
—

“The Prime Minister does not seem to rememberthat
statement which has been made by the hon. junior
member for St. Lucy, the Minister of State for Carib-
bean. Affairs; he must have made that statement on
his own @ Aok
‘5.15p.m,

1 had hoped really that something would have re~
sulted from that. I am sorry forthat, It is very clear.
However, Sir, 1 do not think that I should speak any-
more on ,this matter. I have asked a question which
remains to be answered.

Mr. 8t. JOHN: Sir, 1 am not goingto let this oc~
casion pass without expressing my opinion on this
‘matter because we might not have the oppportunity
to speak on it in the near future, The fact that some-
‘body happens to be present is of no concern to me
‘because 1 feel that this situation has been allowed to

contfiive for too long;so much so, that it has reached
th&astage where it is scandalous,

«'* The position is that undexr the Rules at the open-
ing of each Session, a Committee should be formed
of members of this House for the purpose of selecting
and arranging reports, and members should meet and
discuss all matters connected with the comfo¥t and
convenience of members of the House. The Commit~
tee shall have power to send for persons, papers and
recoxrds, and to report from time to time.

I understand that this so called Debates Commit-
tee is appointed under these Rules. I go further and

that the’ official report of all speeches shall be
prepared under the supervision of the Clerk. As
see it, the responsibility is clearly set outyand I am
saying that the Speaker and the Clerk are responsi-
ble for this bad state of affairs. The rule says that it
is the Clerk’s duty under the superv1s1on of the
Spea.ker. ’

Let us have a proper reportonthis matter before
the House. We cannot go on with thig situation con-
tinuing because somebody would open his mouth. You
cannot go into the Lobby of this-Assembly without
seeing left there alot of broken furniture. I would like
to see how some people who are responsible for this
keep their households. 1 do not care whom I offend
by saying this. These things must be said, The re~
sponsibility for this must lay primarily with the
Speaker because he is the Chairmanofthis co-called
Debates Committee. The Prime Minister and/or the
Leader of this House actually hand-picks the mem=
bers of the Debates Committee.

Hon., E. W, BARROW: I rise on apoint of order.
The hon. member gets up and say that I hand-picked
this Committee. The Printing and Debates Committee
has been comprised of the senior members of the
various constituencies and there is no question of the
practice of anybody in this House appointing this Com-
mittee. The position is that the senior members of
the 'various constituencies are appointed to this Com=-
mittee,

Mr., St. JOHN: I see Mr. Alkinsison it, and I do
not know which constituency he represents that heis
on it, I also see the junior member for the City of
Bridgetown isonit. The situation of appointing the
senfor members of the constituencies to this Commit-
tee may have been the practice in the past,

Sir, I am concerned with the state of affairs of
the debates. Why must we be cowards in here? All
kinds of things are allowed to go on in this House.
You find people getting on asthey like in the Gallery.
Mr. Chairman, as long as I am here I shall talk my
mind freely; I do not care who speaks to me after-
wards. 1 say it is scandalous.

The Debates Committee was appointed behind the
backs of the Opposition. It is time to fire that Com-~
mittee. (A-VOICE: It is a Standing Committee.) It
is time that we draft a fresh set of rules for that
Committee. Nobody can say that it is comfortable
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. and convenient to go into the Lobby. There is broken
furniture all around and dust. Members sit downagd
get their clothes dirty. We should make a firm de-
cision on this matter. On every occasion that I get,
I am going to speak on this matter. :

Myr., HUSBANDS: Now, Sir, we. have no axe to
grind for anybody. Sometime ago, the Debates Com-~
mittee was summoned and met under His Honour's
Chairmanship and made certain recommendations
with respect to the keeping of the outer rooms of this
House. Among the recommendations was the appoint~
ment of a Maid.

‘Well, Sir, as a member of the Debates Commijt-
tee, I know of the working of that Committee and, Mr.
Chairman, the Chairman of that committee is Mr.
Speaker. If we are going to charge him for any neg-
lect of duty as the Chairman of that Committee, let
us do so; but that is not what we have come here to
do. I speak of what I know anddo not mince matters.
We have come here to deal with a money Resolution
making provision for the sum of $11,000 to be voted
for the purpose of meeting increased salaries of the
Reporters of the House. I do not see it is necessary
in a debate onthis,evenifitis a fact, to mention how
much cobweb or dust that you see around the place.
5.25 p.m.

It is either the Speaker’s responsibility ox the
delegated responsibility of the Clerk. You should do
things in alawful and proper manner instead of in this
slipshod fashion.

The question that Head 3 stand part was put and re-

sodved in the affirmative without division.

HEAD 43 - MINISTRY OF HEALTHAND
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Head L3 - Ministry of Health and Community Develop-
ment was called.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, in moving the
passing of Head 43 - lItem 159 - Furniture and Equip-
ment - 450, I wish to mention that this sum is re-
quired to meet the cost of arefrigerator for the sto-
rage of perishable drugs and Vaccines at the Oistins
Public Health Clinic. The Public Health Clinic needs
its own storage facilities, whereas in the past it
shared storage facilities with the District Hospital.
Owing to the increased number of attendances - pro-
bably the highest in the Island ~ we need a refrigera-
tor for storing certain perishable drugs, vaccines,
etc,

I beg to move that Head 43 stand part.

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,

Hon. C, E, TALMA: Mr. Chéirma.n,lbegto move
that this Resolution for the sum of $16,450 do now
pass. . .

- Hon. G.. G. FERGUSSON 1 hag to secondthat

The questwn was put and resolved in the affcmaéwe

without division,
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1967~68 No. 20

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman the next Reso-
lution is for the sum of $21,666. As the Addendum sets
out: All arrears of salaries and wages resulting from
the 1966 Salaries Revisionwere not paid or accounted
for by 31st March, 1967.

It is therefore necessary to provide the sum of
$21,101 to complete payment of arrears, and & sum
of $565 to pay honoraria to six (6) officers who were
required to do special work outside normal working
hours in order to effect payment of the arrears.

I may mention that because of certain anomalies
certain workers were not paid on time. The Depaxt-
ment of the Ministry of Communications and Works
and certain other Departments have gone into the.
matter to find out anomalies and who were not paid on
time in order to see that everyone gets his just due.
It was rather difficult to secure the necessary infor-
mation, This will, we hope, bring this matter to a
close and ensure the payment of the officers con-
cerned.

I beg to move that the Resolution do now pass.

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1967-68 No. 21

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, the next
Resolution is for the sum of $224, and it concerns the
Prime Minister's Office. All arrears of salaries and
wages resulting from the 1966 Salaries Revision:
were not paid or accounted for by 31st March, 1967.
It is therefore necessary to provide the sum of $224
to complete the payment of arrears. In other words,
this is to regularise the position and to see that the'
payment of arrears is completed,

1 beg to move that the Resolution be passed.
Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. -
Mr. HUSBANDS: The amount is very small.

What is this money really for? How do you arrive at
this $2247

Hon. E. W. BARROW: The position is that cer-

tain officers were seconded to another Department to
do work.

The question that the Resolution do now pass was put

and resolved in the affirmative without division,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, I begto move "
that you do now report the passing of four Resolutions '

in Committee of Supply.

-
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- Hom: G, G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The guestion was put and resolved in the dffirmative
without division,
5.85pm. o
" The CHAIRMAN reported‘ ond Mr. SPEAKER resumed
the Chair, and reported accordingly.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to move that these
Resolutions be now read a first time.
i Hon, G. G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,
~Hon. C, E. TALMA I beg to move that these
Resolutions be now read a second time.

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, I must
draw to Your Honour’ s attention that when the Com-
mithee was dealing with the Resolution relative to the
debates of this House, Your Honour's name was
called, and I am quite sure that the House would
benefit considerably if Your Homour were to make
a statement as to the position of the Debates Com-
mittee and especially with regard to the lateness of
the pubhcation of debates. Some statements were
made which were found to be subsequently incorrect,
I have asked that for the enlightenment of the House,
not necessary now because Your Honour could not
poss1bly have known what was said, but at some time

"1 am askmg that. Your Honour make a positive

statement as to the pos1t10n of the debates.

Mr, SPEAKER: I am grateful to the Hon. Leader
of the Opposition for drawing to my attention that
something was said about that. I more than welcome
the opportunity of presenting a statement to that ef-
fect at the very next meeting of this House.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I hope that
your statement will not be limited to the printing of
the debate s. I think that the general feeling is that the
House is concerned over the staffing position, and not
only the quantum of salaries but the allocation of
duties and the d1scharge of those duties by the Of-
ficers of the House and whether the present ar-
rangements are emntirely to Your Homour's

- satisfaction. I would not like Your Honour to go away

with the feeling that we are merely concerned with the
production of the debates, because we have had that
problem from time immemorial. There does not ap-
pear to be any solution for itunlesswe have a drastic
vevision in the physical appearance around here. I
do not want to say anything more.

‘Mr. SPEAKER: Lest the Hon, and Learned
Prime Minister think that I may not make my report
as extensive as possible, that Iwill have no hesitation

"in doing. It is time that we come to an end of the
frustration from which we have been suffering since
December, 1961,

The guesti’on that the se Resolutions be now read a
$econd time was put and resolved in the affirmative with-
out division,

-On the motion of Hon. ¢. E. TALMA, seconded by
Hon- G..G. FERGUSSON, the Resolutions were agreed to.

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE CIVIL
ESTABLISHMENT (GENERAL)
(AMENDMENT) (No. 10)
ORDER; 1967

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands
in the name of the Hon, and Léegrned Prime Minister:-
To move the passing of the following Resolution:-

A Resolution to give effecttothe Civil Establish~
ment (General) (Amendment) (No. 10) Order, 1967.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, as the Adden-
dum to the Resolution sets ‘out......”

- Mr. SPEAKER: Is the Hon. Minister asking leave
to take charge of this Order?

Hon. C. E, TALMA: Yes, Slr, I am askmg leave
to take charge of this Order.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister of Health is
asking leave totake charge of this Orderwhich stands
in the name of the Hon. and Learned Prime Minister,
and if there is no objection; -leave will be granted.
(After @ pause) There being 1o objection, leave is
granted, and the Hon. Ministei- thay proceed.

Hon., C. E. TALMA: Mr; Speaker, as the Adden-
dum to the Resolution sets out, the order provides for
the following adjustments to the establishment struc-
ture of the undermentioned Départments, namely, the
Audit Department and the Economic Planning Unit. It
is felt that in the re-organisation of the staff struc-
ture, these adjustments-are necessary and in future
there will be a Deputy Auditor General and not an
Assistant Auditor General, that the work will be bet-
ter facilitated and there will be more responsibility
in having a Deputy Auditor General as distinct from
an Assistant Auditor General. The reasons for the
re-adjustment and re-organisation generally are set
out in the Addendum, Hon. members will see that the
senior Examiners have to perform very important
work. Experience is required by these officers, and
it is felt that the salary structure should be brought
into line in accordance with their responsibility and
experience,

As far as the Economic- Planning Unit is con-
cerned; that is a separate and distinct Department,
and it is felt that there should bé real scope in that
Department so as notonly to attract but alsd‘to retain
the services of professionals who will regard itas a
career and not merely a question of rendering assis-
tance. We want to keep people'with the vast knowledge
and experience gained there. It is notonly a question
of attracting the material but retaining it. I beg to
move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, as to the Economic
Planning Unit, I wonder if the Hon, Minister could tell
this House what is the positionnow in view of the fact
that the Director of the Planning Unit is out of the
island - if the senior Economist hag ‘been appointed




to act as Pirector, or is it.a case where an-officer
from another Department has; been seconded to the
Planning Unit to act as Director. If that is the case,
1 wonder if the Hon. Minister would have any explana~-
tion of it. You will appreciate the fact that if such a
situation were to exist it jmust be taken that there
would be an area of discontent.existing inthe Econo-
mic Planning Unit at the present moment, I am sure
that the Hon. Minister would not like to have such a
situation obtaining there,

5.45 p.m.

Hon. E.” W. BARROW: I do not think some hon.
members understand What their functions are. As
far as the Government Service is concerned, recruit-
ment is dane by the Public Service Commission, as
well as matter of discipline. When it comes to the
question of who is to act as Head of the Economic
Planning Department, I am in abetter positionto say
what should be done and I do not want any two-by-
three journalists dipping their malicious fingers into
any department and suggesting that such-and-such
office is not.important.

. There is no Diréotqr of the Economic Planning

Unit at prescnt. One of the Qfficers who had a lot to
do with cconomic planning has left that Department.
We had an Economist in the Planning Unit, but he has
been appointed somewhere else and he is no longer
there.

In so far as ’the policy which I have in mind is
concerned, it is a policy of appointing the person who

has been there in Washington and, thexrefore, it is a

question that the present Financial Secretary istobe
transferred to supervise the Planning Unit. The Econ-
omist was acting as Director, and there has never
been an individual there from the time of the institu-
tion of the planning Unit to act as Director. There was
one from Germany andone from Australia and we had
one from Barbados, There was one from Germany
whom the hon, membex did not know of.I myself su-
pervised it. Before that, it was a section of the Min-
istry of Finance,

The Director of Economic Planning Unit now is
directly responsible to me and he does not have to go
through the formalities of reporting to me through
the Financial Secretary. Therefore, there is no in-
termediary, and any disatisfaction or matters relating
to discipline is reported to me; sothe Public Service
.Commission or the CivilService Association does not
exercise any discipline on the staff.

Mr., SPEAKER: The quéstion is -

Mr. HINDS: Mr, Speaker, on a point of explana~
tion. I was attempting to say this. An hon. member
who spoke on the Resolution said something about two-
by-three journalists..

In the Prime Ministex’s remarks, some malicious

remarks must be drawn in, The trouble is that the
Prime Minister has neglected his own father and that
is what is worrying him. He is very ungrateful.

_Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker, I rise on a
point of order.

Mr. SPEAKER: This is my ruling; so far as an
hon. member who has already spoken concerning a
matter is concerned. o

Standing Order 28 (b) says:

‘*No member shall interrupt another member
except - to elucidate some matter raised by that Mem-
ber in the course of his speech, provided that the
Member speaking is willing to give way and resumes
his seat and that the Member wishing to interrupt
is called by the Chair."”

The Hon. and Learned Prime Minister, as I un-
derstand it, had completed his speech. The hon. junior
member for St. Peter rose on a pointof 'explénation.
There is only one other pointonwhichthe hon. mem-
ber may rise, that is under Standing Order 26 (16)
which says:

““A Member who has spoken to a question may
again be heard to offer explanation of some material
part of his speech which has been misunderstood; but
he shall not introduce new matter.'

If the hon. junior member for St, Peter who had
spoken on this question is risingona point of explana-
tion, he can do so, but he mustonly offer explanation
on that material part of his speech which has been
misunderstood.

Mz, HINDS: Mr. Speaker, 1 only rise to offer
explanation on that part of my speechwhich seems to
be misunderstood by the Prime Minister. The thing
is that the Prime Minister has accused me of -

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. member just make
his explanation, not in respect of the accusation.

Mr., HINDS: I am just stating the case as put by
the Prime Minister.

Mr. SPEAKER: WIll the hon. member proceed
according to the Rule?

Mzr. HINDS: The Prime Minister talked about
Department under his control.

Hon. E., W, BARROW: I never said that any of-
ficer was under my control. Because the Leader of the
Opposition thinks it is right to introduce low morals
into the debates of this Chamber -

5.55 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. junior member for St.
Peter is proposing an explanation of a material part
of his speech, and he is alsoexplaining what the hon.
Prime Minister is allegedto have said, thenl can see
that something is about to happen. (Interruption) 1
hear aremarkby a member that ‘journalists are
dipping their fingers*’,

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: On a poiat of order. Did
the Prime Minister not make reference to the Leader

i
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of the Opposition who, unfortunately, is not in his seat,

about introducing low morals? Will you not call upon
the Hon. Prime Minister to withdraw something that
is out of order?

Mz, SPEAKER: When the Speaker is on his feet,
so far as this Speaker is concerned, there may be
unseemly interruptions; there may be unseemly he-
haviour or grave disorder; butltake notthe slightest

cognisance of what is said in the House when I am on

my feet because everyone is presumed to --
Mr, St, JOHN 10SCuevnes

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. senior member for
Christ Church rose while the Speaker was on his
feet and he made a remark,

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: You have said that you
do not take cognisance of remarks made in this House
when you are on your feet., (Laughter).

Mr, SPEAKER: I shall have very little hesitation
in clearing the Gallery. The hon. senior memberfor
Christ Church rose whenthe Chair had already risen.
I take no cognisance of anyting that was said, ignor-
ant or otherwise, but I take cognisance of the fact
that the hon. member rose when the Chair had already
risen. It is even worse than remaining standing after
the Chair had risen. Does the Hon. Member express
any sort of regret at all for rising whilst the Chair
was standing?

Mz, St. JOHN: I apologise for rising whilst the
Chair was standing.

Mr, SPEAKER: I accept that.

Mz, J. M. G, M, ADAMS:; The remark made by
the Prime Minister, as] recall it, was not made while
Your Honour was in the Chair. Perhaps you can cor-
rect my recollection, Mr, Speaker.

Mr, SPEAKER: I am not concerned with correct-
int members’ recollection, but with going by my own.
(Interruption) ~ Will the hon. senior member for
Bridgetown refresh his recollection of the Standing
Order which regulates the conduct of members not
speaking? It is Standing Order No. 29 (6):

““While amember is speaking, all other members
shall be silent or shall conferonly in undertones, and
shall not make unseemly interruptions,'

(Hon, MEMBERS: That does not apply.) If hon. mem-
bers are saying that it does not apply, then may I re-
mind them of Standing Order No. 34:

‘‘Speaker to be heard in silence

Whenever the Speaker rises during adebate, any
Member then speaking, or offering to speak, shall sit
down, andthe House shall be silent so that the Speaker
may be heard without interruption.””

Now, in respect of the hon. junior member for St.
Peter, I do not regard thatwhichhe has intimated; he
is making a lot of explanations. I regard Standing Or-
der No. 26 (16) as being valid as a point: ‘

‘““A Member who has spoken to a question may
again be heard to offer explanation of some material
part of his speech which has been misunderstood; but

‘he shall not introduce new matter.””

€

The operative phrase is ‘‘some material part of his

speech,’’

Mr. HINDS: Mr, Speaker, I want to offer an ex-
planation on more than one point made by the Prime
Minister, With Your Honour’s permission, I want to
make an explanation on a material partof my speech
which is misunderstood.

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the hon. junior member for
St. Peter state the material part of his speech in re-
lation to which he wants to make an explanation?

Mr. HINDS: Yes. The Prime Minister referred
to the Acting Director of the Planning Unit.

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the hon. member merely
state what he said, so that itcango on record as be-
ing misunderstood?

Mr, HINDS: I never suggested that there was
dissension or dissatisfaction, but only a personwith
a warped mentality would -

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member may not com-
ment. The hon. Memberhas stated what he said which
he thinks was misunderstood.

Mr. HINDS: I have not completed my point which
has been misunderstood. The Prime Minister accused
me of being ignorant,

Mr. SPEAKER: Even if there was an accusatii;n
of being ignorant, there can be no reply to it now.

Mr. HINDS: If I were ignorant, according to the
Prime Minister’s brand of economics, I would not
have paid $135,000 from the taxpayers’ money s.es..
(Interruption)

Mr., SPEAKER: MayI suggest to the hon. member
that he should not allow himself - Iwould pot say - to
be led astray - to be prompted by an hon. member who
is seated and who probably knows so much less of the
Standing Orders than the hon. member on his feet.

Mr, HINDS: So far as the Standing Orders are
concerned, from what I have seen and heard of Your
Honour’s Rulings, and I have to abide with them, they
do not —

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. membexris not speaking
on any material part of his speech. Letus endeavour
to abide by the Standing Oxrders; otherwise we can
never get anywhere.

6.05 p.m.
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My, HINDS: It is just at this pointthat the ques—
tion of low morals has been introduced into this
House. It is the lowest morals that any hon. member
could be possessed of.

The question that this Resolution do now pass waxs put

and resolved in the affirmative without division,

RESOLUTION TO ADJUST RATES OF INTEREST
CHARGEABLE TO THE BARBADOS
MARKETING CORPORATION

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands
in the name of the Hon. Minister of Agriculture:~ To
move the passing of the following Resolution:-

A Resolution to adjust the rate of interest charge-
able tothe Barbados Marketing Corporation in respect
of loans of certain sums of money from the Canadian
Imperial Bank of Commerce and the Bank of Nova
Scotia.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, onthe 18th
November last year, this Chamber passed a Resolu-
tion in respect of $125,000 to be borrowed from the
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce; $275,000 to
be borrowed from the same bank; $173,000 to be bor-
rowed from the Bank of Nova Scotia and $137,000 to
be borrowed from the same Bank, and approval was
given for the guarantee by the Government of the pay-
ment of the principal sum and of interest on those
borrowings of the Barbados Marketing Corporation
for the purpose of meeting the obligations and dis-
charging the functions of the Corporation, At thattime
the Resolution made provision forthe rate of interest
to be paid at one halfofone per cent below the prime
commercial rate at the date of borrowing., We have
had to deal with a similar Resolution some weeks ago
in respect of the Development Board. The Canadian
Imperial Bank of Commerce has requested an amend-
ment to the Resolution which is more in keeping with
the standard practice, and that is, that the rate of
interest should be one-half of one percent below the
prime commercial rate quoted to the public from time
to time. This Resolution is similar to the other Reso-
lution which was brought before this House in respect
of the Development Board.

I should like to be brutally frank. [ know that this
is a Resolution which deals with the Barbados Market-
ing Corporation,and [ know that hon.members will take
the opportunity during this debate to tearholesin the
Barbados Marketing Corporation. I should also like to
say that I am aware of the fact that there have been
irregularities taking place at the B.M.C. As far as I
am concerned, that is history. The positionis, that it
is pointless for us to harp over the faults of the
B.M.C. inthe past, We all know that there were faults,
and we know that there is an attempt being made to
solve the problems of the B.M.C. We know that people
have been worried over what went on in the Cold
Storage section, and we have taken care of that. Peo-
ple have been worried over what went on with the
dealings of the B.M.C. There are certainirregulari-
ties taking place where the Board is concerned;and
we have got out of them, We have discovered that the
management of the Barbados Marketing Corporation

was faulty and we have more orless solved that pro-
blem to the best of our ability, (Mr. ST. JOHN: Tell
us what you did about that.) I am coming to that.

The position is that we have found that the Bar-
bados Marketing‘ Corporation was faulty from the top.
We have begun to make changes and we intend to car-
ry out further changes. Hon. members will soon be
seeing advertisements in the Press in respect of
people to take care of the managementof the B.M.C.;
but before we did this, we have been in touch with
experts in marketing - marketing consultants who
are currently in Barbados advising the B.M.C. on pro-
per managing methods of administration. As I have
already said on the floor of this House, it is my in~
tention, as the hon. senior member for St. Joseph uses
the phrase ‘‘to raise the head of the Barbados Mar-
keting Corporation above the water.”’ We intend to do
that and we will do it in six months’ time.I give homn.
members this assurance. The positionis this;1do not
want hon. members to come here this afternoon and
talk about what all of us know. Donot let us criticise
the Barbados Marketing Corporation. 1 would like
suggestings from hon. members as to how I can be
assisted in making the B.M.C. perform the functions
for which it was established.

6.15 p.m.

We have a policy of agricultural diversification
in this country. The only way we can diversify agri-
culture is by making proper use of the Barbados Mar-
keting Corporation. How can we go to the farmers
and tell them that we want you to do this or that; we
want you to grow these things; unless we provide a
market for those things?

We are not sure what the future will be in respect
of our agriculture., We are an agricultural community.
We have, therefore, to depend on the land. We know
where we are for the next six or seven years with
cane, but after that we do not know and we cannot
wait until then to change our agriculture. We do not
know what is going to happen to us after 1974.

We are making provision for that; therefore, we
cannot wait until then to know what we can do. We can
plant something other than sugar-cane. There are
many other agricultural crops. As 1 have said, we
know that we can sell sugar upto 1974, After that we
do not know; therefore, we want to encourage agricul-
tural diversification in all forms,

Two or three weeks ago, when we were dealing
with the PineHill Dairy, I pointedoutto this Chamber
the importance of agricultural diversification. I am
pleased to say that as a result of the appeal which 1
gave on the floor of the House, some of the members
on that side have changed their attitude to the Milk
Plant. I should like to be able in another two or three
weeks to see something happening to cause members
in like manner to change their attitude to the Barbados
Marketing Corporation,

The position as regards the B.M.C, is that we
have had to keep it going. It has had its teething trou-
bles. I am therefore appealing to the Opposition to
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share my views. Let us make sure that when we go,
to the farmers, we have an institution there into which
their products can be channelled,

Some of the things which have been responsible

for the failure of the B.M.C., inthe first place, is that

there was a lack of experienced personnel there. It is
true to say that we had an Agricultural Economist, but
an economist may not necessarily be an administra~
tor when it comes to experience and things of the like
to administrative ability. Because of the unavailability
of personnel to call upon with experience to conduct
the affairs of the B.M.C. we have had our failures.

We have just provided another Agricultural Econ-
omist who is in the position to advise farmers when
they bring in their products and they are not up to
standard, We believe it is going to pay off. These
consultants will be here for eighteen months, They
themselves are actually looking aft er the manage-
ment, and conducting the affairs of the B.M.C. They
are also training some of our people to do their job
so that at the end of their term of office, we would
have some of our people well trained and equipped
in the art of marketing so asto put the B.M.C, on the
right path,

Mr. Speaker, with these few remarks, I beg to
move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon., N. W. BOXILL: I beg to second that.

Mr. ST. JOHN: There is one thing which I want
to say to the Hon. Minister; when he is not defending
the Pine Hill Dairy, he is defending the B.M.C. He
can play that part very well, Nobody on this side of
the House would wish the Barbados Marketing Board
any ill, having Barbados at heart. Therefore, what
we wish to see in their operation is evidence of a
change in their perverse policies, and seeing that the
affairs of the B.M.C. do not continue asthey were in
the past. We have heard that steps have been taken
to right the wrongs at the B.M.C,

I hope that the Minister will see to it that the

‘tendency which is still in existence by Ministers in

p

this country to use Statutory Boards as a basis for
rewarding their political friends will not prevent the
full implementation of the suggestions made by the
consultants to the Barbados Marketing Corporation.
The Minister has not disclosed who the consultants
are, but Ibelieve they are Canadian farmers, and they
have an association with the local farmers in Barba-
dos. One of the things I would advise the Minister to
guard against is to resist the temptation of using
political supporters of the Party. I say that because
even since the difficulties at B.M.C., we still see the
case where a former Alderman of the NorthernDis-
trict Council has been appointed to the position of
Market Instructor of which he has no knowledge or
experience. Perhaps he is there as watchdog.

The particular point whichIwant to make is this.
I want to say a number of things on the statement by
the Minister that the Manager of the Marketing Cox-
poration is Head of the Corporation. I do not think

that is a fair statement because, as I understand the

position, he must be an executive Officer; but the
responsibility for the supervision of the Marketing
Corporation must lay with the Board that was appoin-
ted by the Cabinet of Barbados.

6.25 p.m.

Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order. I
would like to correct the hon. member on one point.
The Manager of the Statutory Body is the Adviser to
the Board anditisonhis advice that the Board should
act.

Mr. St. JOHN: That is why you have an ignorant
Manager. The Manager is the servant of the Board.
I want the Minister to keep that clearly in mind, be-
cause there has been a change only inthe Chairman.
It is the same Board that was in existence before. If
I am wrong, I would be glad to be corrected by the
Hon. Minister.

We want the Hon. Minister to advise the Cabinet
that the Board is still not representing certain in-
terests and people who ought to be in the Marketing
Corporation. You will find people in the North of Bar-
bados, in particular, who have done a wonderful job
in trying to help solve some of our fish-processing
problems in Barbados. I recall that the Government
gave a young man a scholarship to observe fishing
and marketing in the Maritime Provinces, and repre-
sentation had been made that a person of such a cali-
bre should have a seat onthe Board. I hope that when
there is a vacancy, the Hon. Minister will make use
of the services of this gentleman who has the knowl-
edge and is interested in this matter. He should ap~-
point Mrzr. Hinds who knows what he is doing.

The Government will sooner orlater come to the
conclusion that certain losses at the Marketing Cor-
poration will have to be written off. Look at the Cor-
porations that were started in England some time
ago. Look atwhat happenedto the B.O.A.C. in England
and see what changes have been made intheir opera-
tion.

This Government was lucky to get back $14,000,
but it will not get back the $85,000 ox the rest of the
money that is missing., I hope that proper systems
will be established at the Corporation. I have no doubt
that this firm of Marketing Consultants will establish
proper systems, but we want to be assured that the
Board will see to it that the systems that are estab-
lished are carried out. Can we be assuredthat there
is not going to be any perverse policydecision on the
part of the Board?

Instead of using the cold storage space for storing
certain people’s vegetables and meat that are impox~
ted into this country, will the Board see to it that
fishermen are treated fairly in this country? As the
Hon. Minister of Trade and Fisheries should know,
the Marketing Board does not treat the fishermen
fairly, When they take fish there, they are told that
there isno room because the space is filled with pork.
If this sort of thing goes on, then something will
surely happen. The fishing boats will soon be coming
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in for repairs, and amajoroverhaul will be necessary,
for most of them. Many people have repaired their
fishing boats already, but other boats are still to be
‘repaired.

It is said that when fishermen bring in fish they
cannot get a reasonable price for the fish. The fish-
ermen are not satisfied. We do not
have to come here to make capital out of the B.M.C,
We have made capital already by getting the Govern-
ment to confess that it has appointed people who are
blatantly incompetent and dishonest. 1 say that the
Government has appointed people who are totally
incompetent on the Board. We hope that conditions
will improve, and the new policies or measurestaken
will be successful. We want to let the Hon. Minister
and the people know that we are watching operations,
and, if we see any evidence of inefficiency and dis-
honesty continuing, then we are going to expose it
as ruthlessly as we have done in the past.

{Interruption)

Mr, SMITH: There is one point made by the hon.
member who has just sat downwithwhichl am not in
agreement. The Good Book says: ‘‘The soul that
sinneth shall die.”’ He says that the Government will
write off some of this money at the B.M.C. I term
the B.M.C. as the ‘“Brutal Marketing Corporation®’.
There is so much money missing and you are asking
the Government to write it off! Lock up somebody for
the money that is missing. After somebody has gone
behind the walls and spent a few months, then you can
write off the balance. The moment you write off this
sum of money, you are encouraging the others who
are employed there to do the same thing. You have to
drive a certain amount of fear into these people. Are
you going to write off $195,000 without sending some-
body behind the walls? As soon as you arrest one or
two people you may consider writing off the balance.
(Interruption) 1 am going to remind the hon, member
that the Hon, Minister was born in St. Joseph and St.
Joseph does not produce idiots. He would have to play
it coolox soft this afte rnoon. I had intended giving him
a rough time, but he came out like a proper Minister.
He did not come out like the hon. junior member for
St. Thomas. (Hon. N. W, BOXILL: I have nothing to
hide; I came out fighting.) ~ I am now being inter-
rupted, Mr, Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: I invite the hon. member not to
listen to such -remarks.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, you must learnto lis-
ten to common dogs.

Mr. SPEAKER: Outside of this Chamber, yes.

Mr. SMITH: My colleague said that he was going
to use a phrase of mine, and thathe was going to try
to raise the B.M.C.?s head above the water. If he does
not raise its nose above the water, it will still go
down. It cannot swim if he fails to raise its nose
above the water, and he will be wasting time. I want
the Hon. Minister to answer the question I asked one
of the ‘‘big wheels®’ of the B.M.C. which I knew he
could answer, but he told me he would investigate the
matter,

6.35 p.m.

I have thel same rights and privileges,inany de-
partment in so far as a member is concerned, as the
Prime Minister. I am sure that if the Prime Minister
had asked him that, he would not have tried to bam=-
boozle him by saying that he would have to investi-
gate. 1 asked him if the Barbados Marketing
Corporation imports milk and he said that he would
have to investigate. Ithink that the Ministerin charge
should call up these people and tell them that they
must give the same respectto anyofus so long as we
are not rude. Some of us can be very rude and foolish.
1 know that a member went into an office and before
he said anything, he said: ‘'l am a senior representa-
tive of the parish.’’ Well, Sir, that is the wrong way
to approach a person. 1 say that the junior must be
warned to give the same respect to any member of
this House as they would give to the Prime Minister.
I have no more use for that gentleman when he says
that he would have to investigate. I am asking if the
Barbados Marketing Corporation imports milk.

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, the Hon. Minister in
introducing this Resolution reminded this House of the
history of the Barbados Marketing Corporation, butl
am saying that the history of this Corporation seems
to be a much longer one with many more intricacies
and irregularities than the Hon. Minister cares to
tell this House about, or more than what the Minister
seems to know himself. As long as the Barbados
Marketing Corporation continues to function as it has
been functioning in the past, and the Minister seems
not to tell us that the Board has altered its policy in
dealing with émy matter whatsoever, we are satisfied
that the Minister or the Government proper is just
making a mockery of the whole situation., You will
agree that the Minister ought, by now, to have been
able to convince the Cabinet of the necessity of having
an honest investigation carried out into the Barbados
Marketing Corporation. I am keeping before my mind
the remarks of the Hon. Prime Minister which he used
here today. The Prime Minister used words similar
to these, that the higher the social strata, the greater
there seems to be some sort of immunity from some
people being pursued and hunted down and prosecuted,
or words to that effect. Those were the words of the
Prime Minister made in this Hon. House today; those
were the words of the Prime Minister with the Bax-
bados Marketing Corporation presenting a situation
which must make those very words come spiralling
back down in the Prime Minister’s face.

What has the Government done to show to the

public that they really want to see the'affairs of the
B.M.C, administered in an upright and honest man=~
ner? What have they done? The Minister has told us
of the irregularities there. He was goodenoughto say
that things were bad, but the Prime Minister ought to
know that the Chairman of the Corporation was able
to execute ;many irregularities by making others
under him believe that he was getting his authority
from the tdp. The Minister said that something was
wrong at the top; I do not know if the Minister means
the same top that the Chairman of the Corporation was
referring to. Topistopand inthis particular matter..

Hon. A, DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order. I
said that something was wrong at the top of the ad~
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ministration of the B.M.C. I was qu:lte clearin ‘what I
was saying.

Mr, HINDS: Sir, if the Minister said so, he said
80; but let the Minister tdke just a few minutes to
examine some of the sithation at the Barbados Mar-
keting Corporation in contiection with which the Min-
ister said that he would welcome suggestions from
this sfde of the Table to help him, We are willing to
do all we can to help the Minister, The Minister said
that he would like to be frank, and we want him to be
frank on this occasion. Between the months of May
and August last yeaY; the Barbados Marketing Cor-
poration’ bought pork from a firm in Bridgetown at
95¢ a pourid and at $1.05 ¢ per pound. The pork dis-
appeared but, Mr. Speaker, the Minister must be told
that not one pound of that pork was sold by the Mar-
keting Corporation. The pork was bought at 95¢ per
pound ‘and at $1.05¢ per pound. One of the senior
salesmen from the firm walked into the office of the
Marketing ‘Corporation and he received a cheque
there, It was hot sent to his firm. He received the
cheque in the office of the Barbados Marketing Cor~
poration. As I have said, the pork was bought between
May' and August last year and notone pound was sold
by thie Corporation.
645 p.m.

~ Now, Sir, things have been very bad and they
reached such a pitch that a man called ‘‘Bolden’’ - not
the lawyer - was' shot at onthe premises of the Bar-
bados Marketing Corporation: and this happened, Mr,
Speaker, after: it was discovered that he was so in-
digscreet as to have His name signed for receiving
pigs and even for money too. The nanre ‘‘Bolden’’
was signed for receiving pigs and the name “‘Bolden®’
was signed for receiving money. The man who was
shot, or fired at, was in 'a most appropriate place -
the slaughter room.

(A VOICE Give the:date.)
(ASIDE )

“1 hear the Hon. Prime Minister talking about
Combermere; let the Hon. Prime Minister do some
at Combermere too.

Now, Sir, the Marketing Corporation signed a
contract, or have entered into a contract witha firm
known as Barnes and Company. I want the Hon., Min-
ister in-charge to invéstigate this so asto find out if
this was during the time of the former Chairman. This
contract was signed with Messrs. Barnes and Coni-
pany and at the time: it is said that this -Chairman
was indebted to Messrs. Barnes and Company. This
whole thing stinks,

Now, Sir, the Marketing Corporation also bought
fish'from a firm in Trinidad.

Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS: Sir,1 riseon a point of
order. There has been no contract between the Bar-
bados Marketing Corporation and Messrs Barnes and
Company. A representative of Messrs Barnes and

Company had been trying to get a contract and as a
result of his failure, the firm then demanded pay-
ment for the inter.com set. The Barbados Marketing
Corporation never entered into a contract with
Messrs. Barnes and Compa.ny.

 Mr, HINDS: The firm of Burnup and Sims also
tendered for this job., Let the Hon. Minister tell us
now if Messrs. Burnup and Sims did not tender for
the job. Let the Hon. Minister dlsotellus if Messrs.
Barnes and Company has a adjuncttoitto do the job.
In other words, the Hon. Minister seems not to un-
derstand that you can act in one office in Bridgetown
for anothér somewhere else and they can import in
6ne name and export in anothier.

Let us get on, The Barbados Marketing Corpora~
tion bought fish from a firm in Trinidad and this is

~what I want to tell the Minister. Itis the same Chair-

man that they have failed to prosecute, who walks
about here and makes his boast that he had money and
spent it in St. John and that is why the Government
cannot do him anything. In other words, the man is
making his boast that in order to get that Party re-
turned to power, he spent money to buy votes. Bear
in mind that they are all honest men on that s1de of the
Table.

When the Marketing Corporation bought the fish
from the Trinidad firm, the then Chairman of the
Corporation was at that time $10 000 in debt to the
Trinidad firm. Do not get Claddie Clarke or Harte
or Big Smithor Milton Bonnett from Baxters Road be-
cause they do not know anything about it. The Prime
Minister knows what I am talking about. They are
horest mén over on that 51de, and incidentally, when
the hon. junior member for St. Joseph was address-
ing:the Chair, they chose him to attack, The Prime
Minister is corrupt. We would let them pass on the
other side.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr, Deputy Speaker,Irise
on a point of order. I am notobjecting to the diatribe
of the hon. memberwhohas just sat down. I would not
like to disturb him but I am afraidthat he is abusing
the privilege of this House and I would suggest that
this debate be kept on thé level of this House.

Mr. HINDS: Sir, I cannot for the life of me under-
stand how the hon. member can stand and say that I
am abusing the privileges of this House. How am 1
abusing the privileges of this House? With the dia-
tribe to which he was referring? That is what he is
made up of. I would tell thé House that the ane
Minister is corrupt.

6.55 p.m.

At the Marketing Corporation business is pres-
ently being done with - 1do not know whether you call
it a firm, but'it is a business named Home Products
Limited. Now, Home Products Limited sends sup-
plies to the Marketing Corporation, and it so happens
that at the Marketing Corporation somebody, who is
financially interested in Home Products Limited, is
always present at the Marketing Corporation*s Office
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to receive the supplies. That person decides what,
prices should be paid to Home Products Limited for
such supplies. ,

Mr. Johnson, who was the Chairman of the Bar-
bados Marketing Corporation, also has an interestin
this matter despite the fact that he was managing the
Corporation. Quite recently we have seen the Mar-
keting, Corporation dealing i.nfish and selling it hither
and thither. They have been sending it to the hotels.
Some hotels have bought as little as 10 1bs. Some pri-
vate consumers have also bought 101bs, ormore, but
it happens that fish will be sold cheaperto the hotels
than to the general public. Let the Hon. Minister deny
that. It is not a case Where a hotel is buying such a
large quantity of fish that it is permitted to purchase
it at a reduced rate or a cheaper price. Why should
a hotel pay less for fish than anordinary consumer?

Mr. SPEAKER: This sitting stands suspended
until 7.45 p.m
7.00 p.m,

On re-assembling, Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER
Chair,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, thexre
is no quorum and I am asking that the bell be rung.

took the

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let the Bell be rung.

The Bell was rung and a quorum was obtained.

Mz, DEPUTY SPEAKER: On the suspension
the hon. junior member for St. Peter was speaking.

Mr, HINDS Mr. Deputy Speaker, no one .could
be as anxious as the Hon. Minister in seeing that the
finances of the Marketing Corporation are kept within
certain respectable ‘limits. That, for one reason, is
why we are here at this hourlooking into the matter.
We see the various sums that are setout in the Reso-
lution: but what the hon. Minister hastodo is to look
into the matter and he will see a few things that have

_certainly made history. One such thing would be to
inquire into the;system that has been employed at the
 Marketing Corporation.

From what I can gather, the Marketing Corpora-
tion had a Chairman whose idea was - I do not know
whether it was the idea of the entire Board - to take
over all the business 'from the commercial firms in
Bridgetown If he were, able to fool the economist in

- the Democratic Labour Party that this was something
practical, thenIthink he has seen by this time whethex
or not this Chairman was acting in the interest of the
Corporation and of the public, or in his own interest
and, perhaps, in the interest of some of his friends
in the Democratic Labour Party. '

So far at the Telex system is conoerned, my in-
formation is that it is a very costly piece of equip-
ment, and it is used by large concerns which have or
expect to do considerable day-to-day business with
overseas firms and do not want to rely on Mess,rs.
Cable and Wireless. We are sure that the Hon. Min-.
ister intends to be fair.

I

. .Hon. A, DaC. EDWARDS: On a point oforder. Is
the Hon. Member speaking of the Telex System, ox, of
the Radio Telephone system?

~ Mr. HINDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, as soon asI am
ready to speak about the Radio Telephone system, I
will do so. Let the Hon. Minister tell us what is the
cost of this piece of equipment. How oftenper month
has it been used? What savings, if any, have been
made through having this expensive piece of equip-
ment on the’premises of the Marketing Corporation?
I am in a position to tellthe Hon. Minister that there
is pothing - no business whatsoever - that has been
conducted through this expensive piece of equipment
that could not have been done t.hrough Messrs. Cable
and Wireless. :
7.50 p.m.

As we know, the Barbados Marketing Corporation
had taken on this expensive exercise not for the bene-
fit of the Corporation proper, but when these new
ideas, as they may appear to some of the members
of the Corporation, are brought to them, they just
become over-eager and they support them; however,
in the long rum, the Hon. Minister must know that it
is a complete waste of money, and it is an exercise
which is much more costly than bigger Corporations
in this country of ours have been engaging in. We
have seen enough to tell us that when the Government
could condone so much when some little black boy is
to be dragged before the Courts of this island ........

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order. You
are aware that this matter is sub judice now, and
therefore it cannot be dealt with in this House.

- Mr. HINDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Barbados
Marketing Corporation should be sub judice but,un-
fortunately for this House, the Prime Minister was not
a member of the Corporation. The Hon. Minister was
not a member of the Corporation proper and it is un-
fortunate for us that the Marketing Corporationis not
sub judice as the Minister has said. It is about time
that the public begin to name every hon. member on
that side of the House Geoffrey Johnson. Thatis what
they should be called. Youwill understand that we axe
here today trying more or less to do something to
save the Corporation, so to speak, because we all know
that the banks of this island will not advance loans
to the Corporation or to any of these Statutory bodies
without the necessary guarantee from this Hon,
House; but, Sir, let us ask ourselves what purpese is
to be sexrved from the good that we may be doing to-
day, tomorrow or any other day if we are merely to
find that somebody in the person of Mr. Geoffrey
Johnson is allowed to take the Corporation’s funds,
$14,000 at a time? And that is not alll The same
Chairman took the Corporation’s money and went on
an overseas. trip, and do you want to hear something
more, Mr. Deputy Speaker? It was not in the interest
of the Corporation’s business at all, but the taxpayers’
money financed his trip.

Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS: Ona pointof order, Mr.
Deputy Speaker. The taxpayers money does not run the
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Corporation. What we are asked to do here is to
guarantee the payment of aloanfrom the bank fox the
administration of the Corporation, but no vote is being
passed by this House asking for money to pay for the
day~to-day running of the Corporation or to pay for
anybody’s overseas trips.

Mr, HINDS: If that is the explanation from the
Hon., Minister, a lot of us would never crave to be
Hon. Ministers, If we are told today by the Minister
that some of the losses have got to be written off,
who is going to pay for that? Mr, Deputy Speaker,
the Corporation has nothing to lose now. Everything
has gone and Geoffrey Johnson has carried away some.
And that is not all, The more we go into this matter,
a lot of people besides Mr, Johnson seemed to havye
tried to excuse themselves from the squandering of
the Corporation’s money. Because the Minister has
now told us that the taxpayers money is not put into
the day-to-day running of the Corporation, he ought
to be glad that that is not so. I will tell you this: if
the taxpayers of this country knew that we had a
Government, with a Minister of Finance at its head,
that will take up $135,000 only to pay - for what?
For negotiating a loan of $4 1/2 million. Suppose it
was a $10 million loan! It would mean $300,000Q.
8.00 p.m.

It would have been $300,000; but, Sir, it seems
as if it pays to be a friend of a Prime Minister at
times.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, what have we got before us?
The Barbados Marketing Corporation withits affairs
that spell out corruption in capital letters, You find
that the Government is hob-nobbing with Geoffrey
Johnson who confiscated the finances of the B.M.C.
I wonder what the Director of Public Prosecution is
thinking. Have his hands been tied?

(ASIDES)

A bunch of green bananas may produce at some
time; but a bunch of bananas is one thing, $135,000
is another.

(ASIDES)

Before you carry away a boy's lunch at school,
you must be at the school.

Mz, Deputy Speaker, it is to be regretted that the
Hon. Prime Minister did not see the low level when
he was speaking of lowering the morals of this House.

(VOICES FROM GALLERY)

’ Mr, Deputy Speaker, we are now hearing voices
from the Gallery and I am sure that you know your
duty. It would seem as if some of the women folk
think that because they are inthe ranks of the D.L.P.
that that entitles them to come in here and interrupt
hon. members. But regardless of whatever may be
the tactics -

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Resolution deals
with the Barbados Marketing Corporation. Would the
hon. member deal with that?

Mr, HINDS: Is Your Honour drawing my attention
to something? What I am saying is that regardless of
the tactics employed by the Government benches and
Government supporters, the affairs of the B.M.C, re~
main the same, and they will come under scrutiny of
hon., membexrs on this side of the House. If hon. mem-
bers on that side find that the blows which we deal out
are all head blows and are very telling, they must be
prepared to expect this will goonfor some time des-
pite the fact that this is not the taxpayers’ money.

The Hon. Minister said that thiswas not the tax-
payers' money, It would appear to me that hon. mem-
bers expect that I stand up here and teach the Minis~
ter something on this Resolution. I cannot expect to
do that. The Hon. Minister must know that if anybody
backs a note for him at the bank, if he gets the loan
and he is unable to pay the bank, the person who backed
the note must pay. It is for'that reason, and that rea-
son alone, that this Resolution is before the House.

The banks mean that if they are to loan this
money, they must know that the person who guaranteed
to back this note, will be called upon to pay the loan
when the whole Marketing Corporation goes downthe
drain.

The Hon, Minister can tell us of his plans about
diversification of agriculture and what not. What is
required at the B.M.C. is honesty in dealing with the
taxpayers’ money. That is what-is wanted. You will
find that the Ministertold us about expert advice which
he expected to receive to assist the Corporation. It is
all well and good to have expert advice, 1 will tell you,
had the Corporation had expert advice on the debt,
they would have known when the $14,000 and $5,000
cheques were advanced and by whom and without the
knowledge of the Board. And better advice still is that
when there was a likelihood of the Minister standing
up and demanding that the Police be brought in, it
should have been done. Somebody should have been
prosecuted., The man was there. Do you want better
advice than that?

I repeat, if the members of the Government can
condone all of this, it is high time that they be named
individually, Geoffrey Johnson. It is scandalous what
is going on at the Marketing Corporation, You will
find that Mr. Johnson took the Marketing Corpora~-
tion’s money to pay for something overseas whenwe
were made aware that the Corporation purchased
these goods. These goods were consigned not to the
B.M.C., but to him. The Hon, Minister should have
called on the Prime Minister and other members of
the Cabinet to support him in bringing Geoffrey John-
son to justice to make him a public example. Why are
we to understand that the white man in this country
can do nothing wrong? Are we to understand that?
8.10 p.m,

Mz, Deputy Speaker, I made reference elsewhere
to the Marketing Corporation borrowing money from
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the Port Department. The Hon. Minister incharge of
this Resolution will know that all isnotwell. It is for
that reason that the Corporation has not been able to
continue borrowing money from the Port Department;
so you will find that the Corporation is blackening its
name with the Port Authorities as well. That is the
position today.

1 therefore challenge the Hon. Minister to deny
anything that I have stated here, andl am saying that
he should not deny it in the hope that somebody is
going to believe him because he is a Minister. He
must support things with facts. I have my facts, and
one fact remains outstanding about the Barbados
Marketing Corporation: the Chief offender, Mr,
Geoffrey Johnson, has not been hounded down and
prosecuted for all the things he has done. For some
time after he had committed several offences suchas
holding big sprees at the Corporation’s expense, tak~
ing trips overseas buying this and that, he was still
a member of the Senate, He gave cocktail parties and
things of that sort, Surely the time will come when the
Geoffrey Johnsons on the other side of the House will
be brought to judgment, maybe en bloc.

This - Resolution, as the Hon. Minister says, is
like the one which came before this House quite re-
cently to regulate the rate of interest in respect of
loans to the Barbados Marketing Corporation. I am not
altogether nervous now, but I have reasons to recall
the expertness of the financial wizards on the Gov-
ernment side, especially the Hon. Minister of Finance
who is prepared topayout:$135,000 to his friends.
Bruce Procope and the boys have gotthe $4 1/2 mil-
lion loan. Today we know that the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture has been brought up at the foot of such
a Minister of Finance, and we know what to expect in
the long run.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 have very
little to say on this matter, but there are one or two
questions I would like to ask the Hon. Minister. The
change which is being made in borrowing [money is
merely to put in the words ‘‘from time to time.”’ I
would like him to tellus whatwasthe rate of interest
at the time when the money was borrowed, and what
will be the rate of interest after the amendment is
made? If it is going to be a floating loan, I would also
like to know the position. The maximum interest which
has been charged is 8%, and I know that the maximum
interest charged by commercial banks is in accor-
-dance with an agreement with the banks.

The Hon. Minister was courteous enough to make
the point that all was notwell inthe state of Denmark,
If all was not well in the Marketing Corporation, can
the Minister tell us if, after the Cabinet appointed the
Members of the Marketing Corporation, ithasdirec~
ted as to what the Corporation should deal in?

I believe that the Marketing Corporationis avery
fine idea, and it could serve a useful purpose in this
country, even if it does not make a lot of money or
just comes out even. I am asking the Minister to give
me certain information because he said that the re-
sponsibility of running the Corparation was that of

the Executive Officer and not of the Board. We differ
very much in this respect for the simple reason that
1 understand that meat, fish and sugar were supplied
by the Corporation to the Hilton Hotel. That is bad
management, because when you want a bag of sugar
for the Hilton Hotel, youwill have to provide a porter
and a van to send it.

1 agree that the Marketing Corporation should
have people on it who know what they should do. I do
not agree that the policy is forthe head or the Execu-
tive Officer to initiate. The Cabinet must have some-~
thing to do with the question of policy. If the Corpora-
tion is to deal in milk, sugar and so on, let us know.
Who gave the instructions that the Marketing Corpora-
tion must sell and supply all Government ok quasi=~
Government institutions with whatever they want?
That seems to be a stupid idea.

8.20 p.m.

He could turn to his immediate left and he will
find out that this has been happening. I am not sur-
prised, because you had a stupid man at the top boast-
ing that within five years he would be responsible for
all the exportation of sugar and the importation of
flour. It seems to me that the only thing you could
do is to lay down the policy. If you deal in sugar, you
will lose a lot of money.

There is just one last word whichIwould like to
say. As to the matter of refrigeration, thatis a good
idea; but you must get really trained and experienced
men to do that properly. The Cabinet mustkeep track
of it, because you do not want the Party hacks you
put on the Board. I have heard the Prime Minister say
that politicians should not be put on the Boards. You
have people in Bridgetown who have no Party alle-
giance, people who will vote for any Party, and so
long it is for the good of the country, you will get
somewhere, As to this floating loan, if you borrow
money at 6 1/2 % and because the interest rate went
up, you carry it up, you will not get anywhere.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
before the Hon. Minister replies, I want to say that
he must put the good name of Barbados as an image
which any Government should put to the world, not
only as a member of the Cabinet, but as his individual
conscience should lead him. It is obvious that the
Prime Minister has attempted to keep the Minister
quiet a few minutes ago so as to prevent him from
replying, but I would appeal to the hon. member to
see the stench with this Corporation, apart from the
West Indies Hospital Sweepstake Fund. We used to talk
about Trinidad’s ‘‘Bu~ball’® and we are millions of
miles below Trinidad as regards the accusations
made against Barbados. Sometimes hon. members
speak of our appearing and trying to give a bad name
to Barbados, but nothing is further from the truth,
What we do say is that the Government have it in their
power to let the outside world know that all that you
hear is not true. I have beenin politics for over forty
years, and 1 have never heardinmylife so strong an
attack on the morals of Government or of people as I
have heard today. Either the hon. member should be

forced to go outside and say the things which he is
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saying, and .if they are wrong he should be punished
for it, or, on the other hand, the Government should
call on the Director of Public Prosecutions to inves~-
tigate the charges which have been made onthe floor
of .this House. Sometimes I am afraid to think that [
am a Barbadian when people refer to thmgs that
happen in this House. There is no smartness in this;
I appeal to the hon. member to ignore his Prime Min-
ister and let his conscience lead him. He is going to
be stained with the brush more so. than the Prime
Minister. A man is a manwhen he can tell the Prime
Minister: “I cannot associate with you in this affair;
it brings our country into dispute.”’ Ifthe hon. mem-
ber is the man he should be, he will get up in here
tonight and refute -

At this stage, it being now 8.30 p.m. of the clock, -

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: This is the moment of
interruption,

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Iam
asking hon. members on the Other side to indicate
whether the business before the House should continue
or not,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Can hon., members in~
form me ifthere is any opposition to the matter which
is hefoxe the House?

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: We agree to go onwith
Government Business.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: It is not a question as to
whether the hon. member agrees that he will continue
with Government Business; itis a questionof whether
it is opposed or not. He has got to state specifically
whether the matter is controversial or not, and
whether any of the other outstanding matters on the
Order Paper happen to be controversial. There are
two other Bills, there is Order No, 4, then there is
Order No. 5, which is the Report from the Select
Committee. Order No. 6 will not be dealt with be-
cause we ar still trying to ascertain the wishes of
Her Majesty’s Government with respect to this lease.
The Hon. Leader of the Opposition, a.fter further
consultation with his colleagues, can decide whether
" this matter is controversial, whether they consider
it controversial or not.

- Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Deputy Speaker, 1
will not make the silly mistake which the hon. mem=-
ber has just made.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Standing Order 5 (4)
sdys this:~

‘“‘At 8.30 p.m.,hereinafter referred to in these
Orders as ‘‘the moment of interruption®’, the Speaker
shall interrupt the business under discussion. If the
House is in Committee at that time the Chairman shall

forthwith to report progress to the House and ask
its leave to sit again. Any other business, if unop~
posed shall then be disposed of, and the Order Paper
for the next sitting fixed......

The Hon. Leader of the Opposition can inform
me if there is any opposition to these matters on the

Orxder Paper,

8.30 p.m.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS; We are voting for this
Resolution but that does not prevent us from attacking
things with reference to it. It is not controversial.

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: There isno otherbusi-
ness and I take that nothing more can be done on the
Order Paper.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Deputy Speaker, the
Opposition can say quite firmly that we would be vot-
ing for this Resolution,. but there is nothing on the
Order Paper to prevent us from,¢riticising anything
within the bounds that arise inthedebate. What I was
saying at the moment is that this should be something
above Party politics. If the Government has sense,
it would see that the Barbados Marketing Corporation
is bringing the Statutory Bodies into disrepute.It would
see that an individual can act in accordance with his
own individual desires. If the Hon, Minister believes
the attacks made by the hon, junior member fox St.
Peter to be just only strong, slanderous statements,
well, he should even take note of such statements; but
if any of these statements are true, then it is a smear
on the fair name of Barbados to be condoning such
acts of the Corporation. :

It is up to the Hon. Minister who is responsible
to take the necessary action to see that this Board
works in accordance with established practice. People
have resigned from Ministries when they refused to
take part in filth.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on
what motion is the hon, membex speaking?

I beg to move that this sitting be now suspended
until 11 a.m. tomorrow morning.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Il beg to second that.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is -

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, how can
you put that motion?

(LOUD ASIDES). .

Hon. E. W BARROW: Mr; Deputy Speaker, inview
of the grave disorder that has arisenlam suggesting
that His Honour the Speaker be called.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Are we still in the House
of Assembly or have we taken on a.dictatorship to
deal with wax?

Hon, E. W. BARROW: Youmust know your place.
Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The questionisthat this

sitting do now stand suspended until tomorrow at
11 a.m,
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Hon. members in favour will please say ‘‘Aye"’
and those against will please say ‘‘No’’. I think the
““Ayes’’ have it, This sitting now stands suspended.
8.35 p.m.

On re-assembling, Mr . SPEAKER took the Chair,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, 1 beg to move
the suspension of Standing Orders Nos. 5,, 14,16, 18,
19, 40 and 45 for the remainder of today’s sitting.

Hon, G. G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

RESOLUTION TO ADJUST THE RATE OF
INTEREST CHARGEABLE TO THE
BARBADOS MARKETING
CORPORATION

Mr, SPEAKER: Immediately before the suspen-
sion of the sitting yesterday, the Hon. and Learned
Leader of the Opposition was addressing the House
on the Resolution to adjust the rate of interest charge-
able to the Barbados Marketing Corporation.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, there is
not very much more thatlwishto say on this matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: Imust apoligize for the noise kept
by these electric fans, and I hope that the Public
Works Department will be able to remedy this within
the near future.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I join in
having that wish. I did wish specifically to comment
on the rate of interest, and the pointsI think that the
Opposition wished to make have really been made. 1
do not think it isnecessary for me to repeat what has
already been said. The members of the public with
whom I have talked and who are interestedin a mat~
ter as serious as this are very concerned and are
glad to know that loans are now being taken from more
than one bank. '

1 do wish, on behalf of the Opposition, to stress
that the attitude sometimes shown by the Government
in replying to the Opposition shows a lack of under-
standing of what the Opposition is aiming at. Some
Hon. Ministers wish to explain things in a few words,
but the members of the Opposition would like to know
everything about certain matters. The Government
should be glad to know that the members of the Op-
position have studied a Bill that comes before this
House, and that they do not ask unnecessary questions
save for the sake of information.

I am fully aware that it is stupid for members
of the Opposition to ask questions merely forthe sake
of opposition. We ask questions because we do not
know what is taking place and we need information.
After all, every one of us is answerable to the elec-
torate and not merely to our own followers. There
are times when members- of the public askus for the
details of a Bill, and we should be in a position to

give them the information they seek. It is true that
sometimes a Minister will give us more information
than we thought he would give. Not that he said any-
thing ‘that he should not say, but there has been a
tendency on the part of some Ministers to deprive
us of information.

For instance, the point arose yesterday where
a Minister did not see his way to et the wishes
of members on this side of the House by having cer-
tain information circulated. I know that the Addendum
is for the purpose of explaining and giving details of
things. The Addendum is not intended to be a com=~
plete Minister’s speech, but certainly more details
should have been set out in the Addendum we were
discussing yesterday.

As 1 said, there is not muchmozrel would like to
add to what has already been said. Wewould be silly
to give the public the impressionthat our contribution
to the House is merely to quarrel. People will ask
the members of the Oppositiori for information, and
we should be in a position to give it to them. Hon.
members on the other side of the House must see that
it is their duty to the people of Barbados to set out
things fully and plainly, and to answer legitimate
questions as fully as they possibly can. Look at what
happened here yesterday! How easy it would have been
to send the figuresto atypist inthe office and give us
copies of the information for which we asked! I sug-
gest that the members of the Government should do
that in future.

Mz, J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I cannot
recall, in this Honourable House, ever having risen
before to talk about the affairs of the Barbados Mar-
keting Corporation. That has been done by able and
better informed speakers on this side of the House
and, indeed, some members on the other side have
dealt with the shortcomings in the past of B.M.C.
more than I have done. But the Minister who, I believe
is as aware of the evil wind blowing through these
musty corridors as any other man in Barbados, is
asking us to forget the past, and to make a new ap~
proach to the B.M.C. We are willing to do the best we
can to forget the past, and to approach the B.M.C.
from a new basis.

1 am sure that, like members on the other side
of the House, we are willing to do the best we can
in that direction. The Barbados Marketing Corpora~
tion can have a great future. If it not too visionary
to say that at some time in the future, the Marketing
Coxporation may find its marketing activities very
widely extended indeed. It may find itself not only
marketing diversified agricultural products in Bar-
bados, but, perhaps, it would be in a position of
having a body which the Government may be forced
to ‘emplay to market Barbados® main crop - sugar.

I do not think it is too visionary to say that if

the Government of Barbados should ever be called .

upon to guarantee the future of sugar -1 am thinking
of 10, 15 or, perhaps, 20 years to come - it may well
insist in marketing sugar through its own constitution
and not leave it to traditional hands or absentee own-
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ers. ] am sure the Minister responsible will be aware
of the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement and the history
of-the Sugar barons in this country, We know what has
happened to colonial territories where the marketing
of sugar was left in the hands of the private and tra~
ditional plantocracy or absentee owners who were
sugar producers. They made abig profit on sugar and
they were given preferential prices.

With this background in mind, we have to con~
sider how far we have gone with the Barbados Mar-
keting Corporation. I think the Minister would be the
first to agree that we are not satisfied with the pre-
sent image of the B.M.C,

11.10 p.m,

The Chairman is regarded by many members of
the Public, indeed by the overwhelming majority of
the members of the public, as a corrupt vagabond
walking about the streets infreedom, wheninfact, he
has done things that would entitle him, were he less
a friend of the Democratic Labour Party, to be locked
upy and that is the judgment withwhichmany of us in
here must agree. There are other Chairmen of Statu~
tory Corporations who make extensive journeys at the
expense of the public ~ and the Chairman of the Tour-
ist Board comes immediately in mind, and it would be
interesting to see how much time was spent in this
direction on procuring the Manifesto of the Tourist
Board's Buginess., Probably this is a little outside
the scope of the instant Resolution, but the journeys
of the ex~Chairman of the Barbados Marketing Cor-
poration merely remain a public scandal, The very
reputation of the Democratic Labour Party itself is
at stake when the Chairman says that he would tell
exactly of the gift of money and in what constituency
it was spent for the benefit of the Democratic Labour
Party. There are those who remain in posts without
punishment, except that the removal of the possibility
of further corruption is regarded as punishment, while
others who the public regard as less sinners are
currently pilloried on charges arising outof the Bar-
bados Marketing Corporation.

It may well be that there are forces atwork

i Which are too strong for Mr. Johnson to be prose-

cuted; it may well be that enough evidence has not
yet- been uncovered for public prosecution. It may
well be that Party loyalty - and it cannot be forgotten
that on election night when all fled from the burning
ship following the results from the constituencies of
the City, St. James and St. Peter, Senator Johnson
was still at the Prime Minister’s side in the hope
that the ship of state would come home.

Mr, SPEAKER: I am afraid that the hon. mem-
ber is going far outside the question of these loans to
the Barbados Marketing Corporation.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: The persons who were
responsible for the guidance of its destiny are a
matter for comment.

Mr. SPEAKER: Not as to their movements on
election night and things of that kind.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Demonstratively it is
shown that the Chairman was in favour ofthe Minis~
ter. It may be that the Minister is trying to erase
things which were not so marked. It is rumoured that
he was more concernedwiththe spending of money on
the senior member for St. John during the election.
(ASIDE). 1 agree with the aside of the hon. junior
member for St. Thomas. (4SIDE). Inotice that Your
Honour has difficulty here. The hon, member cannot
be controlled; but when you are in the Chair, he
should respect you.

Mr, SPEAKER: Let the hon., member proceed
with the substance of the Resolution.

Mr, J. M. G, M. ADAMS: In short, just talking
about erasing the past is bound to be insufficient, The
Corporation itself will have to become a Corporation
whose members are persons that can command public
respect and not merely persons who enjoy temporarily
or otherwise ~ the favour of the D.L.P. It is a matter
of expression both in actuality, and in potentiality,
and a great repository for the ignorant Party follow~
exrs who are putthere to satisfy them for the services
which they have rendered to the Democratic Labour
Party in the past. We do not want any Michacl
Adamses or Tom Wilkinsons on this Corporation.
Whether you pay $15,00 or $40.00 to persons who
would otherwise be deprived of their employment, the
Corporation is not a place to put people to make a
living where they cannot aspire in any way, but they -
have to make a living by being available hounds of a

political party.

The Corporation needs to be revamped and given
an appearance that the public can respect. We have
heard in here that a member of the Corporation - I
imagine that this may be at the top - was questioned
by a member of this Hon. House as to whether the
Corporation was importing milk and he replied that
he could not say whether that was so. If a newly
appointed Chalrman of the Corporation thinks that
he has something to hide from members of this Hon.
House, then his fitness for that position must be an
issue at the very start. If it is well known that the
Barbados Marketing Corporation is importing milk,
and the Chairman chooses to talk in public about the
activities of the Corporation and he cannot answer
any questions as to whether the Corporation is im-
porting milk, and he says that he has to make en-
quiries .....(Hon. N. W, BOXILL: He did not refuse
to answer you). Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, Idid not
catch the hon. member’s aside. Did he say that he
would produce an answer?

11.20 a.m.

I thank the Hon., Minister for pointing itout and I
congratulate him., What I want to do is to invoke that
spirit of charity, Even the hon. junior member for
St, Thomas deserves respect.

Hon. N. W, BOXILL: Mr, Speaker, 1 rise on a
point of order. The senior member for St. Thomas
said that even the junior member for St. Thomas
deserves respect. I take objection to that statement.
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© Mr, SPEAKER: I do not regard the phrase as
unparliamentary, althoughone may want to deprecate
it.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I am sorry, Mr. Speak-
er, if the hon. junior member for St. Thomas is so
vainglorious that such a remark has caused him to
take umbrage. He has never given us reason to be-
lieve that his hide is not that of a rhinoceros. He
knows the word: so I am referringto the easiest way
by which to refer to him,

Mr. Speaker, if the Minister of Agriculture wants
us to erase the position at the B.M.C,, he must as-
sure us that commercial practices are going to be
carried out there, He is merely askingusto give the
Marketing Corporation a chance. A chance cannot
change the working of the Corporation. We cannot
be partners to giving the Corporation a blank cheque.

However, if the Minister wants us to give him
credit at all for the Barbados Marketing Corporation,
he would have to show overa short period of time that
he is determined to raise this Corporation from the
bottom to a little nearer to the top of how Corpora-
tions or Statutory bodies should perform.

There is one other point, and the Minister knows
about this. It is not outside of the Resolution for the
Minister to tell me how the Marketing Corporation
is going to be financed in the process of its future
activities. Has the Government thought of wiping off
the losses of the B.M.C.? Letus hear at an early date
what balances they now have. Let us know if we have
to approve the allegations of certain loans, Tellus if
the loans have to be repaidorifthey are going to ask
members of the Corporation to repay them. It is a
question of the taxpayers® mormey being closely in-
volved.

Sir, we do not intend to vote against this Resolu~-
tion. We hope that this would be a means of getting
rid of the past misdeeds and mismanagement of the
Marketing Corporation, If the Government is attempt-
ing to restart the Barbados Marketing Corporation,
say so at this stage. ] am expecting an answexr from
the Hon. Minister because we have been asked to give
our support to the B,M.C. We therefore have to know
how the Corporation is behaving, who are its mem-
bers, and all of that, We have to see into the working
of it and what 1s happening at the Marketing Corpora-
tion; he must be free to express his views. He must
tell us how it is that the Marketing Corporation failed
to live up to certain standards.

We are looking to the other side to satisfy us that
the Corporation has conducted its affairs in such a
manner that the Minister has been able to make his
weight felt against the forces of the Marketing Cor-
poration of which it is known he has been complaining.

Mr. Speakery I await a reply from the Hon. Min-
ister. Technically, the Resolution has nothing in it
from a financial point of view. It cannot be said that
. it is an unwise financial arrangement. We have some

hope in the Hon. Minister giving us this information
and they are going to be amendments from time to
time. Sir, from a financial point of view, the Opposi-~
tion has no objection to this Resolution.

11.30 a.m.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, in reply-
ing to the questions raised by the Opposition,I should
like to start off by advising members of the Opposi-
tion and particularly the Leader of the Opposition that
the Prime Minister did nottry to stopme from reply=-
ing, because he would have known better than that.
Neither the Prime Minister nor any other Minister
can stiffle me in the execution of my duties. I would
just like to get this point clear.lthink I would be the
last person the Prime Minister would try to stop from
replying to any Resolution which I brought into this
Chamber and which the Opposition or anybody else
queried.

I consider it a matter of courtesy to reply to any
query or queries made by the Opposition because,
were I on the side of the Opposition, I would expect
replies to any queries I had made. The Opposition
can rest assured that whenever they come here, and
queries concerning my Ministry are raised, so long
as I am sitting inthis chair, no one can stop me from
answering the queries. (An Hon. Member: ““You can-
not stop the current.’’) The hon. junior member for
St. Andrew says that you cannot stop the current as
long as you need it. You cannot rush the brush. The
Prime Minister knows me very well, and he would
never suggest to me that I should not reply.

I think what the hon. members on the other side
of the House were worried about is that they observed
a conversation between the Prime Minister and my-
self. That conversation had absolutely nothing to do
with my not replying; it was in connection with the
length of my reply. We would have liked to see this
Resolution and other business of the House passed
yesterday, so that today we would have been able to
look after our business,

For instance, three meetings which 1 had to hold
in my Ministry have had to be postponed for another
day because I am here today. We wantto get through
with the business of the House, and it was suggested
that I be as brief as possible in my reply. On the
question of my not replying, the Prime Minister can-
not tell me not to reply.

I should like to start from top, and reply to each
member in that order. I should like to warn them that
I am replying to the points thatI consider woxrthy of a
reply. If the query is a reasonable one I will reply to
it, but I am not going to replyto anything scandalous
because I am not interested in going downin the gut-
ter with certain people. I will reply to what I think
is reasonable.

The first thing I should like to mention is the
question raised by the hon. senior member for Christ
Church about the appointment of supporters at the
B.M.C. There are people employed atthe B.M.C, who
are supporters of the Democratic Labour Party. That
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is true; but at the same time there are people em-

ployed at the B.M.C. who are supporters of the Bar-
bados Labour Party. As a matter of fact, there are
more supportexrs of the Barbados Labour Party em-
ployed at the B.M.C, than supporters.of the Demo-
cratic Labour Party. Ask the hon. junior member for
St, Peter where he got his information from?

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: On a point of order.
Has the Minister access to the files of the Barbados
Labour Party to know how many of our supporters
are employed at the B.M.C.?

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a point of order.

Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS: The Minister does not
have access to the files of the Barbados Labour
Party, but the membexrs of the Barbados Labour Party
have access to the files of the Democratic Labour
Party. I am saying categorically that there are more
members and supporters of the Barbados Labour
Party employed at the B.M.C. than there are sup-
porters of the D.L.P. today. Not only today, but from
the time it was established. The people were not em-
ployed there on a Party basis. We looked upon the
people as Barbadians who were looking for jobs and
if they were capable of doing a job they were em-
ployed.

If someone who is capable of doing a job and who
is doing a good job, and with whom the entire ad-
ministration of the Barbados Marketing Corporation
as well as the Consultants who have just been brought
in are satisfied, regardless of his political persuasion
or political ideology, I see absolutely nothing wrong
in .employing such an individual. So far as Party
issues are concerned, if you want to criticise people
for using their Party members, I can think of people
who have made a complete flop of places like the
Housing Authority. I refer to the Chairman of the
Housing Authority before this Government tookover,
and several other people. People who have made a
complete flop of things were executive members of
the Barbados Labour Party.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Will the Minister give
&Way to a point of elucidation. Will he be kind enough
to say who 1s the ex-Chairman of the Barbados
Housing Authority who is a member of the B.1.P.?

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a point of elucidation.
Standing Order No. 28 (b) states:

“‘No Member shall interrupt another Mem-

ber except -
(b) to elucidate some matter raised by that
Member in the course of his speech, pro-
vided that the Member speaking is willing to
give way and resumes his seat and that the
Member wishing to interrupt is called by the
Chair.l’

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, before I
am finished, there will be a lot of interruptions. I
- am bringing over my hand, and I am a good bowler.

|

1 am saying that it is unfair for the members of the
Opposition to criticise the Democratic Labour Party
for using its supporters onthese Boards, because the
policy example was established by the Barbados La~-
bour Party. Since that isthe case,we do not see what
is wrong with the Democratic Labour Party placing
its members on Boards. This sort of thing is done
all over the world. I think the supporters of the
Democratic Labour Party are the best people to have
on our Boards, If the Barbados Labour Party should
have an opportunity of taking over the Government
again, then it can do likewise. It is a world-wide
pattern,

Mr, J. M. G, M. ADAMS: On a point of explana-
tion, Mr. Speaker. How can the Minister say that it
is a world-wide pattern? He merely has to look at the
appointments in Great Britain to see what is happen-
ing there.

11.40 p.m.

The appointment of Lord Hill of the Conservative
Benches, as Chairmanofthe B.B.C, Thatisnot an ap-
pointment on a party basis.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is making a
speech,and he is notentitled to make a second speech.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: There will be a lot of
interruptions, but I am still maintaining that the
matter is world-wide, There are a few isolated cases
where people are not ostensible supporters of the
Government, but that does not mean that the question
of taking people from the opposite side isthe pattern
in these places. The Government of Great Britain may
not have found any supporter of theirs who is com-
petent enough to do the job, We have already selected
people on Boards, people who are the Chairmen of
Boards, and I can think of one. Could anybody say
that the Chairman of the Transport Board is a sup-
porter of the Democratic Labour Party? The position
is that you look around, and if you look at the com-
position of these Boards, you will see that there are
members of these Boards who, inmany instances, are
not supporters of the Democratic Labour Party.
There are people who are prominent members of the
Tourist Board, people who, foryears, have been sup-
porters of the Barbados Labour Party, and who are
still supporters of the Barbados Labour Party.
(ASIDES) . 1 do not pay any attention to asides.

Mr, SPEAKER: Exactly; the hon. member should
not pay any attention to asides.

Hon. A, DaC. EDWARDS: I will give way to the
hon. senior member for St. James to call the names
of the members of the Tourist Board, and he cannot
call them. '

Mzx., CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, there is Mr, Marcus
Jordan. (48IDES).

Mr, SPEAKER: Let the hon, member proceed
with the substance of the Resolution and the reply
to the points which have been made.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: The hon. senior mem-
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ber for Christ Church raised a salient point as to the
question of representationonthe Barbados Marketing
Corporation of a member of the Fisheries Co-opera-
tive Movement. That is a salient point and it is well
taken. There is presently a vacancy on the Board of
the Barbados Marketing Corporation, and I will pro-
mise the hon. member that in making the appointment
to this Board, I will take into consideration a membexr
of the Fisheries Co-operative Movement. I am ap-
pealing to hon. members that instead of criticizing
the Corporation adversely, let them make construc-
tive criticisms and not destructive criticisms. The
hon. member has made the best contribution to this
debate, because he has raised a point which, honestly,
1 did not think of; and now that he has raised this
point, we have actually discussed it outside this
Chamber after he raised it, and I will promise him
that I will give favourable consideration to a matter
like this. That is what I would like to press on the
Opposition today. Perhaps some of them are incap-
able of doing it, but Iwould still like to see them make
an effort so to do.

The hon. senior member for Christ Church also
spoke of the perverse policy decision, and he men-
tioned that the cold storage should be used for the
purpose for which it was established, I amin agree-
ment with the hon. member. About two weeks ago 1
held a meeting, or rather, the Minister-of Trade and
Fisheries held a meeting of the Barbados Marketing
Corporation. There is provision for 200 tons of cold
storage atthe B.M.C. The Shrimp Industry is the most
paying concern where the B.M.C. is concerned, and
that has provision for 80 tons of cold storage, What do
we find? I am going to give credit where it is due, and
I will attack whenI should attack,evenif I am attack-
ing members of my Party. I have no axe to grind for
anyone, and if I have to criticize, Iwill do so. I want
hon., members to understand that not even the Minis-
try of Agriculture could be held directly responsible
for the acts of the Barbados Marketing Corporation
because they knew absolutely nothing about them.

I heard hon. members say that the Board should
resign, The people who were responsible for more
than one-half of the failure of the B.M.C, were the
Chairman of the Board and the Manager of the Board.
The Corporation did not hold six meetings lastyear.
Everything was done clandestinely by the Chairman
and the Manager.

(Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Did they draw their
fees?) If you have meetings, you are paid for them.
If there are no meetings, there is no payment. The
only persons who were paid monthly and who had these
secret meetings, were the Manager and the Chairman
of the Board. The Ministry was ignorant of what was

going on" and we cannot even blame the Ministry.
11.50 p.m.

It is true that youmay put your own people on the
Board, but then you cannot come and accuse the entire
Board. When you look at the personnel of the Board
you find that they are members of integrity and are
knowledgeable, They cannot be questioned. Who can

-go and question Mr. Prince Walker and Mr. Michael

Simmons - the Deputy Chairman? As a matter of fact,
who calls the meeting of the Board? No member of
the Board calls meetings of the Board. If he felt he
should have called a meeting and run the Marketing
Corporation to suit himself, who can be responsible
for that?

1 want this to be clearly understood by hon. mem-
bers. This man was not known by any member of the
Board or even by the Parliamentary Secretary. No
one knew about him until after the actions came out.
We cannot blame the Board for this. The only person
who should have seen is God. The position is that he
is there no longer.

I pointed out to the House that it is the duty of the
Manager of a Statutory Board oxr Corporation to advise
the Board, and I feel that the Manageris as much re-

sponsible for the irreg111aritiés as the Chairman. If -

I have a cheque written in my name, am I not going
to check it? An hon. member onthe other side talked
of one cheque. This money came out of the Corpora-
tion from March last year - between the 2nd May and
the 3rd June.

Why should the people try to scandal the Demo-
cratic Labour Party? As far as I know, I spent my
own money on my campaign expenses, and thexre are
other members of this Party who have spent their own
money.

Mr. St. JOHN: That is a joke.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, the posi~
tion is that this was done without the knowledge of the
Board and all the remarks which we hearis only be=~
cause somebody tried to save his face. They said that
the money was spent in campaigning for their friends.
They could have used the money for financing a com~
pany. On one occasion I understood that 1 had the
money.

Mr. SPEAKER: All we read about inthe Resolu~-
tion is rate of interest. What the hon. member is talk-
ing about is not rate of interest.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, I would ™¥.

like to explain to the hon. senior member for Christ
Church that I myself have been very much worried,
as much as he has been, over the storage facilities
at the Marketing Corporation. When I took over the
Ministry, I discovered that the B.M,C. had made ar-
rangements with a Company known as Food Co. to let
them have thirty tons of cold storage space at the
B.M.C. The Hon, Minister of Trade and Fisheries
who was the then Minister in charge knew nothing
about it. The Board knew nothing of it, Two people
knew and they are the Manager and the then Chairman,

The Minister never agreed to Food Co. takingup
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thirty tons of cold storage space, and after] took over 4

the Ministry, I told the Corporation that they have to
get Food Co. out, I discovered what was happening
around May this year. I am proud to announce today
that because of a certain instruction which I gave,
Food Co. has moved out of the Corporation, leaving
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the space. Food Co. would have had to pay more
money for that space; and I know that the currency
which I agreed to, they would not agree to pay and they
have left,

I have promised the Hon. Minister of Fisheries
who is very much concerned about the storage facili-
tles at the B.M.C. that by the beginning of the next
fishing season, instead of having forty tons of storage
space for fish, the B.M.C. must have to allocate to
the fishermen in this country one hundred and forty
tons of storage space for flying fish,

12,00

On the question of the shrimp industry, the 80
tons of storage space which we have at the B.M.C.
for the storage of shrimps will be made available for
the fishermen by the 1st October, andIhope that this
step will satisfy the wishes of the hon, senior member
for Christ Church, »

Now 1 come to the hon. senior member for St.
Joseph, I would not refer to him as ‘Boy Child’, He
said that somebody should be locked up. As the hon.
member is aware, the Police have carried out cer-
tain investigations and certain things are sub judice
and should not be discussed. We cannot discuss that
aspect of the matter at the moment. The hon, member
said that the Corporation is currently importing milk.
The answer to that is ‘‘No.”’ A licence to impeort milk
was issued to the Pine Hill Dairy, That is the only
Corporation importing milk in this country. I do not
think that this is a matter over whichthe hon. senior
member for St, Joseph should be worried about. If
the Chairman did not give him the information; he
would have called the Ministry concerned as he hasg
done on many occasions. Even the Leader ofthe Op-
position can tell the people in this country that he
gets maximum co-~operation from the Ministry of
Agriculture,

As a matter of fact, onevery singleissue thatany

member of the Opposition has raised withme, by way:

of representations through .my Ministry or through
personal representation, he has received satisfac-
tion. The hon. junior member for St. Peter can sub~
stantiate that. Only a few weeks ago he raised a ques~
tion at the Labour Department and he got satisfaction,
The hon. senior member for St. James raised an
issue with me and he got maximum co-operation,

I appeal to hon. members not to.criticise the
issues but to make suggestions. They know that their
suggestions will be appreciated and that some action
will be taken onthem. I do not see the reason for such
a lengthy debate on amatter of this nature. As a mat~
ter of fact, the Leader of the Opposition can tell
anybody what action was taken, My Secretary was
advised to write the hon. member so that he would
know what, action was taken. That is the way I operate
in my Ministry, whether it is a membexr of the Oppo-
sition, a member of my Party, or a member of the
generxal public.

1 think that I should leave the hon, junior mem-
ber for St. Peter for the last because he has raised

the most points: some worthy of a reply, and some
I do not consider worthy of a reply. Those that are
worthy of a reply, I shall reply to.

Now, the hon, senior member for the City wanted
to know what rate of interest the B.M.C, was paying
when we borrowed the money. The rate of interest
was 7% - 1/4% below the usual rate at the time, The
rate of interest today is 6 1/2%. Actually the passing
of this Resolution cuts down the rate of interest
‘payable by the Corporation by one-half-of 1% even
today.

The hon. senior member for the City also wanted
to find out what was Government’s policy in relation
to the supply of commodities from the B.M.C. to the
Government Institutions and the Hilton Hotel, and he
mentioned sugar. The answer to that is ‘“Yes*’, One
point on which he slipped up was whether we were
making any profit on the sugar sold to the Hilton
Hotel. It is a small profit, but let us bear in mind that
if we supply the Hilton Hotel withone local commodity
it 1s our policy to supply it with everything. It is not
the profit which we made in selling sugarto the Hil~
ton Hotel, but it is the overall profit that counts. We
supply the Hilton Hotel with any local commodity it
buys.

The position is that we buy sugar fromi D. V.
Scott and sell to the Hilton Hotel at & small profit.
At the same time this small profit must be taken into
account with the large profits we make on vegetables
and other things supplied to the Hilton Hotel. I hope
that the hon. junior member for the City will make
a note of these points and pass them on to the hon.
senior member for the City when he arrives.

I now come to the points raised by the hon.
senior member for St, Thomas. He raised the ques-
tion of sugar, and I think in my introductory remarks
I pointed out that I am somewhat worried as to the
future of sugar. I also pointed out that the B.M.C. ig
there and it has been established, I look forward to the
day when it will be performing the functions for which
it was established, that is, the marketing of all local~
ly produced items, whether it is sugar, bananas,
cabbage, cauliflower, etc. I am looking forward to the
day when the B.M.C. will handle all of our locally
produced agricultural commodities.

On the question of| projecting a new image of the
B.M.C., that is what I ask hon. members to assist me
in establishing. I do not ask hon. members of the
House or of the Oppositionto give me a blank cheque.
I merely ask them to assist me in any way possible
in getting the Corporation to a standard to which ail
of us would like to see it,

The last point raised by the bon. senior mem-
ber for St, Thomas was the question of the Shrimp
fleet, and the threat which was made by the Company
to leave the island. I have heaxd of that threat, and I
think that the people in that company were justified
in making that threat. However, a satisfactory agree~
ment has been arrived at. The position is that there
were delays in the plan of the work by the contrac-
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tors; therefore, when the shrimp fleet thought thatit
would have had the new premises in January this year,
it found that months had passed without a completion
of the job. It was then promised the new premises in
June and then July. However, it has been agreed that
the facilities will be made available by the 1st Octo-
ber, and that consideration will be givento the exten-
sion of berthing space in the Carenage.

12.10 p.m.

That is what the Shrimplndustry wanted, and that
is what we have agreed to give them. Hon. members
may be in a position to know that we are not only
considering the matter of extension of the berthing
space in the Careenage, but the business at the Port
has grownto such anextent that considerationis being
given to the extension of space in the Harbour. Mr,
Speaker, I think that I have dealt with most of the
points raised by hon. members. I have dealtwith the
points raised by the Hon. Leader of the Opposition
who only spoke on the question of replying. 1 assure
the hon. member that as long asIfeel that a question
raised by the Opposition merits a reply from me,
they may rest assured that they will get a reply al-
though they may not agree with it.

Now I come to my hon, friend, the hon. junior
member for St. Peter. He began with the question of
fish being sold at hotels at a cheaper rate than that
at which the consuming public in Barbados is able to
buy it. That istrue. It was done without my knowledge
in the first instance; it was done in the interest of
the Consultants here who felt that we were trying to
get the hotel business and therefore we should give
them some sort of incentive. Just as the Supermar-
kets may use a certain commodity as a lever, the
B.M.C., on the advice of the Consultants, used that as
a lever to get into the hotel trade. I do not see why
any hotelier should get a pound of fish cheaper than
the average housewife here can get it. Ihave advised
that if they want a lever for the hotel trade, they
should try and get another commodity., Although we

* appreciate their buying things from us, we do not feel
that they should be entitled to buy fish at a cheaper
price than the average housewife in Barbados can buy
it. The Barbados Marketing Corporation began by
selling fish on a wholesale basis to people who sold
it at about 75% highe r than the average housewife could
buy it from the Corporation. I have stopped that. Any-
body can go down there and get fish at a whole sale
price when the boat comes in. We have three vans,
and when the boat comes in, one goesto the Northern
area and they distribute the fish. The policy is that
we start from Half Moon Fort, St. Lucy, then go to
Belleplaine, St. Andrew; Bath, St. John; then to St.
Philip, and we come in. If we run out of fish, a tele-
phone call comes in and the vangoes to the area., That
is my view. In that way, the average housewife can
benefit from good and reasonably-priced fish; but
when you allow the hucksters to buy fish at 35¢ a
pound and they sell it at 60¢ a pound, then we are
accused of carrying up the cost of living. That is no
fault of ours. Although the profits will not be as big
for the Barbados Marketing Corporation, it is my view
that the Corporation is not a profit-making concern.
It has been established to deal with agricultural

diversification in this country and to assist in keep~-
ing the cost of living as low as possible,

I want hon. members to know that this will be
my policy, and it will continue to be my policy even
if I have to come to this House and ask for a grant
to subsidise the B.M.C. when we have done all that
can be done. I do not share the view that the B.M.C,
can make high profits. Let us take the Abattoir. That
is operated at a high loss. Before the B.M.C. was
established, the then Government were subsidising
the Abattoir. Now it is expected that all the weight
of the Abattoir should be carried by the B.M.C., and
therefore we are losing money at the Abattoir. We
are also losing money in the Wax Product plant. It is
true that we have some stealing, but we have cut down
on that. We did some firing. These are people whose
trustworthiness, in our opinion, was questionable.
We have some more to get rid of, but the time will
come. We have even tried to reduce the staff when
we found that we could operate without the high num-
ber of staff. Even when people went out to other jobs,
we have refused to fill the posts. That is in order to
try to reduce over-head expenditure and put the B.M.C,
on its foot again.

On the question of Sea Food Co. I said that the
hon. member could get some information from the
B.M.C.

12.20 p.m.

I know this. Some of the information which he
got was correct. In some instances, he was misin-
formed. The Tele-com system was not bought by the
B.M.C, What happened was that when they drew up
this agreement with Food-Co, before they agreed to
rent this Tele-Com system, they arrangedto contri-
bute to it on the 50-50 basis. This is mainly for the
use of putting through orders for Food~Co.

Now, Food-Co., 1is out and the tele-com
system would be out soon. Already, they have seen
people from whom they rented it and told them that
they do not want it after this month. Therefore, it is
not a question that they were buying a Tele-com,
system. The position is that we do not have any fur-
ther use of it in any way.

All of the liabilities we are getting rid of, even
the personnel liabilities. As to the question of the
B.M.C. purchasing any meat, a check has been made.
I am not saying that itis not true; it may be true. All
that I am saying is that the check has not revealed that
the B.M.C. has signed any meat orders which were
consigned to other people. The hon. member spoke of
meat, but it is nothing which has beenthe concern of
the B.M.C.

I am going to give all the facts as I get them. If
I found that the Chairman made slips, Iwould say so.
Anyhow, a checkhas revealed that this did not happen.
The Chairman went to St. Lucia in eonnection with
the purchase of turtles for the Marketing Corporation.
I do not know what the turtles were used for, but this
was during the time of the preparations for Indepen-
dence. I think that was the purpose of his visit,

»
oo b

A



”~

y

800

‘T think-there were trips to Trinidad ona visit
by two mémbers of the Board: Those trips were made
in ‘connectioh with' the Food Procéssing Plant, There-
fore, 1 cannot say that the members of the Board
travelled at any time on personal business whichthe
Marketing Corporation: paid for and which was not
connected with’ the Corporation. If 1 haéamyevidence
of 1t, I Wmﬂd say

“The ' hon. ‘member challenges me for a denial of
the fact.-1 am not denying ‘that because’ it is true.

The Barbados Marketing Corporation is asking
for a guarantee of this loan by Government. It would
be' ‘éxpected that we have to get money for this Cor-
poation to carry'out its duties. The only reason why
the Government comes to the House for & guarantee

3 loan for any corporanon is because the bemks
demahd a gLarantee.

“Thé Act gives the B.M.C, the authonty to borrow
money; but what wé are asking is foripermission to
guarantee the loan and to borrow ata rate of interest
of oné+half of one percent below thé prime commer-
tial rate quoted to-the public from time to timé. All
we are asking for is authority to borrow this money.
There is nothing wrong in these banks lending this
fmoney to the B.M.C. These banks are notonly lending
money to°the'BiM. C., but to the Transport Board when
they had the problem of paying increased wages.They
have also borrowed money from the Port Department.
I-would'like to get that fact clearedup fé6r the purpOSe
of the “hon, Jumor member for St. Peter

The hon. member mentioned that I should try
to convince the Cabinet that there should be an inves-
tigation into thé affairs of the B.M.C. I have already
stated my po¥ition as regards that when I answered
the question ‘raised in this'House by the hon. senior
member for €hrist Church. I have already saidthat I
do not ‘see any reason for an investigation, You will
only be paying out mroney for what youknow already.
It 18 better o spend the money with the engagement
of ‘@ Consultant.; When you ‘have an investigation, you
would only-be discussing what we'know is wrong, We
need gomebody to get at the root of the troubles dnd
remedy themfor us. We donot want any further inves-
ﬁgation.

W‘e« do ‘not know how to solve the problems; so we
are providing people tohelpusto solve the problems.
There is nothing for us to enquire into which we do
not know alz-eady. g

'I‘he hon. ‘member mentioned that the  Board
bought pork at ‘$1.05 per ‘pound and he said that it
happened between May and August last year. I would
like to informt the hon, mé&mber that as a Tesult of a
check which 1 made, it hds not revealed this.: The
B.M.C, béught-pork from Messyrs Bryden & Sonsand
this pork was paid for around May, asfar as I under-
stand, at 45 cents per pound. There is nothing in the
accounts to say that the B.M.C. bought pork at $1.05
per pound. The only other thing is that Messrs A, S.
Bryden & Sons only have pork that is imported, and
no Heence for the importation of pork was issued

last year. We stopped the importation of pork Iast
year.

The standard of pork produced in Barbados is
higher than what you get from other countries. If this
was for pork imported fromn Messrs. A. S, Bryden &
Sons last year, it would call for investigation, The
hon. member was also misinformed by his informer
or informers, This was before we stoppedi 1mporters
from importing pork from outside.

12,30 p.m.

With regard to the other question raised about the
shooting incident with Mr. Bolden, I can say that the
hon. member got some information; some was mis-
informed, some was alimest accurate, and some was
inaccurate. The question of the shooting of Mr. Bolden
and his name being signed for ‘having sold pork is
not absolutely correct. Mr. Bolden’s name appeared
on- the' veuchers for having received pigs for the
Corporation. It is one of the namies which appeared
with a fictitious signature, but Mr. Bolden's name
was used for having received povYk, which pork'he
did not receive and which signature was not his.

" Now otie day a gun was used in the Abattoir for
destroying animals was being “‘thessed aroundwith®
by an authorised person in the Abattoir. Mr. Bolden
advised the person that something should not be done
in that- Tnanner, and inthe knockmgcf the gun, -it went
off. Mr. Bolden was injured slightly, bt there was
no real shootmg incident. That is my mfox‘ma“tmn.

With- regard to the question of the contract with
Barnes & Company, there has not been any contract
with Barnes & Company. Barnes & Company did the
drawings for the plans to establish shrimp faéilities.
Barnes & Company were anxious to get the contract
for the buildings, which was given to Burnip, Sims &
Company. That is my information.

Then came the question of electrical fittings

which Barnes & Company wanted to sell the B.M.C; '\

Becauge they did not get the Contract, they charged
the Corporation for the drawings which they had done.
The difference between Barnes & Company’s quotation
and the quotation of the other contractors was $30,000.
Therefore Barnes & Company threatened to sue the
Corporation for the cost of the drawings. The legal
advisers of the Corporation advisedthat the Corpora~
tion was not liable and should not pay one cent.. In the
circumstances, not a cent was paidto Barnes &Com-
pany. Barnes & Company had done the drawings in
the hope that they would have got the contract for the
job,

The hon. member raised the question about Home
Products Limited. There is not such aname as Home
Products Limited in Barbados. We know of Home In-
dustries which is not a limited liability company. It
is not even a registered company. It is a-group of
housewives who have got together to make things
like ‘pepper sauce, ginger sauce, etc. In order to
encourage catch industries in this country - youhave
people in the Social Welfare Department doing sthock+
ing - - and to assist housewives in augmenting the in«
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. ‘ ‘Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

come of their husbands, we:encourage them to re-
main at home and make things which we buy from
them. Even the 4-H Clubs are taught to do these

things,

The hon. member said that somebody connected
with the Corporation is interested inthis matter. Let
us say that somebody connected with the Corporation
is interested in this matter, Is there anything wrong
with that? If I am working at the Corporation, and my
wife makes things and sends them to the Corporation,
is there any reason why I should not receive the things
from my wife? Should we send to Jamaica to buy
sauce?

I want to be brutally frank in this matter. Certain
people connected with the Corporation have wives
who are members of Home Industries and who send
things to the Corporation, but that does not mean that
their wives get any preferential treatment. They got
the same price as anybody else for what they send
to the Corporation. They are Barbadian housewives,
and I think they are quite justified in trying to raise
the economy of the country by making things in an
effort to reduce the amount of money which we send
out of the country for similar goods. Because Mr.
X's wife may be involved in this matter, what is
wrong with that? Absolutely nothing.

Mr, Speaker, 1 think that I have, at least, tried
my best.to.answer all of the points raised by the hon.
members .on the other side of the House.l should
like to assure them that, if at any time they find
something going wrong at the B.M.C., they should not
go on the political platform with it. They should not
wait until the opportunity arises in this Chamber to
make -adverse criticisms. about the B.M.C. The doors
of the Ministry of Agriculture are always open to
this young nation in general and to the members of
the Opposition in particular.

1 beg to move that the Resolution do now pass.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,

Mr. CHAIRMAN reported to Mr. SPE AKER the passing
of one Resclution in Commiitee of Supply.

Mr. SPEAKER took the Chair and reported accordingly,

- On motions of Hon. C. E. TALMA, seconded by Hon,
G G. FERGUSSON, the Resolumon was read a fzrst tzme
and’ passed '

AIRPORT SERVICE CHARGE BILL, 1967

Hon. C. E. TALMA; Mr.,Spea)ge:,Iamasld.n.g for
leave to take charge of the next item on the order Pa~
per: A’Bill which stands in the name of the Hon: and
Learned Prime Minister and Minister of Finance.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon,.the Acting Leader of
the House is seeking leave of the House to take charge
of .Order No, 4 standing in the name of the Hon. and
Learned Prime Minister and Minister of Finance,
and unless there is any objection he will be granted
leave. . (4 pause) There being no objection, Ideclare
leave to be granted to the Hon, Minister to proceed
to move the Second Reading of a Bill to provide for
the imposition of an Airport Service Charge on per-
sons travelling out of Barbados from Seawell Airport
for the Collection of the imposed charge and fox
matters incidental thereto or connected therewith,
12.40 p.m,

 Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, as the ‘Ob~
jects and Reasons®’ set out, this Bill seeks to provide
for the imposition of an airport service charge on
travellers leaving Seawell Airport for places outside
Barbados. The charge would be two dollars payable
by each traveller on eachoccasion he leaves the Air-
port, though certain persons would be exemptthere-
from. The persons who would be exempt therefrom
are clearly set out in Clause 3 (2) of the Bill. Every
carrier transporting travellers from the Airport
would be required to collect the charge and pay it
over to a Collector who would be.a public officer
designated as such by the Cabinet. Carriers would be
entitled to a commission of fifteen cents on every
charge collected. Clause 5 would define certain of-
fences in connection with the charge and Clause 6
would make provision for enforcing payments thereof.
Clause 8 would provide for the refund of amounts
overpaid and Clause 9 would enable Regulations to be
made by the Cabinet in respect of matters relating to
the charge.

This is, in truth and infact, one of the proposals
in the 1967 Budget Speech, whichis now being imple-
mented. The decision was taken since .1st July, 1967
that such a charge should be imposed along the lines
indicated in the Bill. Since then, a charge has been
fixed at $2.00 per passenger. and the airlines are
requested to collect the charge and be paid at the
rateof 15¢ for each charge collected. Passengers
travelling in Private planes should pay the charge to
the Director of Civil Aviation, and the category of
persons. exempted would include the Govermor-
General, his wife or children under the age of twenty-
one years; members of the House of Assembly or
the Senate; wives, husbands or children under the age
of twenty-one -years of members of the House of
Assembly or the Senate; United Nations Personnel;
Civil Servants of Barbados travellingonofficial busi-
ness, children travelling under the age of twelve
years and intransit passengers remaining in Barba-
dos for a period not exceeding one day, ¢

This is a means of neceivi.ng,revenue and it is
just a question of implementing one of the proposals
in .the Budget Speech. I beg to mowe, that this Bill
be now read a second time. _ .

: ,'Ho.n. ,(_;_, G. ,FERGUSSON; 1 b‘egugyg.‘secohd that-.

Mz, LYNCH: Mr, Speaker, I would like to give
my support to the Government on this Bill, I well

e,
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remember that on the lastoccasionwhen this matter

was discussed, and it was suggested by me that we

should; have . such.a tax, I'was subjected to an-attack
from. the opposite side from which-it was said that I
was trylng to.destroy.the Touristindustry, Members
on the Government benches wilk remember thet oc~
casiom. 1 am vexy happy:to see.that the Goverament
has at last come.to my way of thinking,.and I am sure
that:the money which isderived from this tax will
do.a gregat deal to ameliorate the conditions.in many
areas of this island as it bas donein. othexr countm(s
where such & tax-has been adopted, -

The question that this Bill bé now read & s\ed)ygiﬁf‘n??f
was puz’ am/ resolr e(/ i the affzrmatzz € uzﬂwut division,
Hon. C E. TALMA. Mr. Speaker, I.beg to mave

that you:do now leave the Chair and the HQuse go into
Committee on this Bill. . . ... TS

o,

Hon. . G G. FERGUSSON I beg to second that.

v 7//1’ /zu »/wn was pu( agu/ rewlzer/ in, //n’ q/fzrmah.ze
without r/ui\mn ST ! : ;

Wil SPEAKER W e Charr, and the Howse wentin-
to Commauttee on the Bill, Mr, YE ARWOOD in the Chair.,

(‘laz_z,xj,fsv 1 tolt i;z('lzlsie'c were called- and-passed,
Hon; C.E. TALMA; Ibegtomove,Mr; Chairman,
that you do now report.the passing ef:this Bill in
Committee.
Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.
= Phé question was put ant{ re s*olzerf in f/)e affzrmalue‘
without division. o

12,50 p.m.

7/)0 (h 4IHMAN reported the passing of one BZZZ in

(’ommzt{ee

Hr. SPEAKER resumed the (‘hair and reported accor-
dznr?y - ) =

On separate motions of lon. C. E. TALV.‘;tAA, seconded
by Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON, the Bill was read a third time
and passed and the title read and agreed to.

Mr. SF{EAKER: The naxt Ordez.of thébay stands
in the name of the hon. junior member for Christ
Churchy the Hon, Minister of Health anditis te move

the. thixd reading of a Bill:to revise the Statute Law.

of the Island by repealing obsolete, spent, unnecessary
or superseded enactments. '

Hon. C, E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I would like to
proceed with a Bill to amend the:Public Loan Act,
1961 which was givennotice of yesterday and of which
copies.. have . been.. circulated. to  hon,  members.

| la&xgomgmdealwm\matsm;smnm Item

of the day, solam therefore asking leave to deal with
it cut St AL Lo

N S I ST

Mrx. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Sir, much as Govern-
ment is entitled to do--its own business just - as it
pleases, this Lean Bill strictly involves the Prime
Minister, and I think the Prime Minister would have
to be here to see after anyanswers to questions.

1 think we could proceéed with Order No.5on the
Order Paper, asIdo notthinkitwould take very long.

1 would like. to know from the Hon. Minister if he
expects the Prime Minister here today. Of course, if
the Prime Minister is not expected today, well, it
would clearly make no.difference, It only willbe left

-to hon. members to think of what the Prime Minister

thinks . of the House of Assembly that a Minister can

-introduce. such an imporrant Act,

Hon. C. E. TALMA The position is that I would
have .dealt with the Bilf which revises the statute
laws of the-:ldland by repealing obsolete, spent, un-
necessary or: superceded énactment, for which we
have received the:Reporti of the Select Committee
which was appointed to deabwithritybut] have under-
stood that certain checks are being made in this con-
qnection, and so at this moment we were qufte pnepared
to deal with this Bill.: -

meg to that situatmn,l askthatwe deal with the
Public Loan Act which does not appear to be very
controversial at.all."The only thingis that, I take it, it

4s not on the Order Paper and I am asking leave to

deal withitin that it is'considered urgent. As 1 under-

-stand it, the Hon. dnd Learned senior memberfor St.

Thomas is object,mg to our deallng with. it,

- Mr. JoM. G, M. ADAMS: Sir. the Hon. Minister
said something which is vexy interesting. In respect
of the Bill to amend the Publie Loan Act, I would like
to know -in what respect the loans are: being con-
sidered urgent, : ‘

Mr. SPEAKER: What is before the House at the
moment:is a reguest by the hon. junior member fs""
Christ Church for leave to proceed nextwiththe Bill
to gmend the Public Loan Act.

Mr. - J M, G M. ADAMS Sir, what I am trying
to express is that I would be glad to hear before we
have any discussion on it if the Prime Minister is
coming to the House. I am worried by it being dealt
with at this: stage, This isa Billwhich was introduced
by the Hon. Prime Minister of Finance, and I would
like to know if he is coming to the House to deal with
it. If he is coming, I would like to know why.we are
dealing with it in his absence,

Mr. Speaker, what I would like to know first is if
the. Prime Minister is coming to the House.

Hon., C. E. TALMA: As I understand it,the Hon.
and Learned senior member for St. Thomas has cer-
tain: queries, or would like to seek certain informa-
tion. He would like to know the Prime Minister is able
to handle this matter personally. So far as I am in-
formed, the Hon., Prime Minister is concerned now
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with other business and I am primarily making an,
investigation to find out if he can come to. the House
now. Normally, he comes if required.

-.1.00 p.m.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS:On apoint of order. May
we not adjourn for lunch at this stage? We are an
hour earlier than the fixed:time. ,

Mr. SPEAKER: I -am- advised that we merely
adjourn for lunch time. :

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, I under-
stand that the hold up of the Billto revise the Statute
Law is that the Minutes for one day of the Com-~
mittee's meeting have not yet been circulated. We
have the Minutes of the proceedings on the 8th Sep~
tember, but there was another meeting of the Com-~
mittee. As at present advised, several members on
this side of the House have notyethad an opportunity
to study the Minutes of the: second: meeting. In the
light of the Hon. Prime Minister’s reply yesterday,
it 'would be almost impossible for:us to go through
the Minutes before lunch and do justice to the Bill.
On the other hand; the Hon. and Learned Prime Min-
ister and Minister of Finance isinot here, and we may
have to object to that. I think we could go with other
business and adjourn for lunch later.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, we are willing
to accede to the request-of the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition now that we have all of the papers apper-
taining to the Bill before us. We have the minutes
of the Select Committee, and we can proceedto pass
the third reading of the Bill. I suggest that we pro-
ceed with the Bill now that we are in a position to
deal with it, I would like to have the Bill dealt with
and passed. Let us proceed with the normal Order
Paper, and this will give the members of the Opposi-
tion an opportunity to study the Public Loan Bill,
which they may not yet have studied fully,

Mr, St. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, we have been cir-
culated only with the Minutes of the meeting of the
l1st September, It is quite clear that there was a
subsequent meeting, and we have not yet been cir-
culated with the minutes of the 8th September. We
do not have a full report before us,but I do not know
what is the position .on the other side of the House.

Mr. J. M. G. M, ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,I have ac-
tually seen the Minutes of the second meeting, but
they have not yet been circulated to the members on
this side of the House.

Mr, SPEAKER: Or the Chair.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaieer, ‘at this stage,
I beg to move that the sitting be now suspended for
one hour, .

Hon. A. DaC, EDWARDS: I beg to second that.

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: In view of what Your

Honour said earlier, I would move an amendment so
that the sitting be suspended until 2.30 p.m. instead.

Mr. HINDS* 1 beg to second that.

Hon. C B TALMA Whilehl éan well appreciate
the fact that certain very busy practititioners may
want to check on their office wotky We are very busy
and have had to postpone a lot of important meetings
in order to remain here today, 8aditis for that rea-
son that I am seeking an adjouinmeént for one hour. 1
have ‘other duties to perform at the Children’s Home
in St. Peter this afternoen and other Ministers‘are
involved. For that’'reason we Seek the adjourhment
so as to be in time to perform other-dutiés in the
northern area of the Island.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, last week the Hon,
Leader of the House informed ug'that if this House
did not complete certain business on Tuesday, then
the hon. members should be prépared to come back
today. That statement was made from the Government
side; so they had no right to make appointments or to
arrange to hold meetings today. They suggested the
time, place and hour for this meeting. The Hon. Min-
ister for Agriculture said that he had to put off two
meetings scheduled for today. They must not come
to this House to fool us. They decided to sit for two
days.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, that is mean-~
ingless. What the hon. member fails to realise is
that the appointments were not made the day before;
some of these appointments have been made two
weeks in advance. It is not a ‘Guestion of pulling a
fast one on the hon. member. It is a question of
getting through the Business of this House.

Mr, SMITH: The Hon, Minister .says that the
meetings were fixed weeks ago, but this meeting was
fixed only last week.

Mzr., SPEAKER: The amendment will be put first.

The question that the sitting be suspended until 2,30

pem. was put and resolved in the affirmative without dive-
ston.

Mr, SPEAKER: Accordingly, this sitting stands
suspended until 2.30 p.m. this day.
1.10 p.m.,

On re-as sembling,

Mr, YEARWOOD: Mr. Speaker, there is no quo-
rum -‘present, and I ask that the bell be mng

CELE

"Mz, SPEAKER: I thank the hon. memher for

drawing that to’ my attentlon. Let the Bell be rung '

On the Bell bezng rung, a. guomm was obmmed

LAW REVISION (MISCELLANBOUS
‘ *REPEALS) BILL, 1967 S

- Mz, SPEAKER' Will the Hon. Acting* Léader of
the House indicate which are the two matters he
elects 'topmceed with now’? Pt i

¥

A el

Hon. C. E. TALMA Mr. Spea.ker, now that the‘

Minutes of the meeting in connection with the Report
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wiich has just been submitted here relative to the.
revision of the Statute Law of the island by repealing
obsolete, spent, unnecessary or superseded enact-
ments have been circulated. I would like to proceed
with the consideration of the Report and the third
reading of this Bill at this stage. I am referring to
Order No. 5 on the Order Paper, and I am asking
leave to deal with it.

Mr. SPEAKER: In respect of these Minutes as
circulated at the first meeting, in the fourth para-
graph below the list of names of persons present in
the second line, the word before the last appears as
““preferred’’, I am advised that this word should have
been ‘“referred’’. Ido not know how many other copies
of the Minutes have this typographical errorinthem.

Mr. YEARWOOD: Mz, Speaker, as Chairman of
this Committee, the Report has been laid, the Minutes
have been circulated and hon. members will notice
that the members of the Committee studied the en-
tire Bill. I therefore beg to move that this Report

be now adopted.

Hon, C., E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that,

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, first of
all, T would like to thank, onbehalf of the Opposition,
the members of the Select Committee for the skill
and speed with which they were able to conduct the
proceedings, since we were able to get through our

“work at only two meetings. I would also like to thank

the Government members for the ready acceptance
which was given to the arguments of the Opposition.
From the Minutes, hon. members will observe that
there were Opposition members who were objecting

to particular enactments being repealed and certain
*Government back-benchers were also among those
*who found that the provisions in the Schedule of the

Bill were rather too wide. Hon. members will observe
that nearly all the matters raised on the second read-
ing of the Bill were considered by the Committee and
that the Three Houses Spring Act, 1713, forexample,

~has been preserved inthe interest of the land owners,

' The Springs will be retained in accordance with the

@i provisions of the Act.

«

= Government Councils in the last years of theirexis-

1 know that certain hon. members, who were
-members of the Select Committee, were very worried
about the two Compensation Bills relatingto the Rec~
:tor of St. George and the Rector of St. Philip. It will
be observed that their privileges under this Acthave
been preserved, pending the financial arrangements
Jbetween the Church and the State. These two particu-
':ia“i' Acts were certainly two Acts on whichthe mem-
bers of the Opposition felt strongly, and I am glad
to say that hon. members have agreed that it would
not be right to deprive the Rectors of St. George and
St, Philip of the provisions contained in these Acts.
‘These Acts were being administered by the Local

tence.
There is one particular matter which I recall

the hon. junior member for St. Philip and the hon.
- junior member for St. Joseph felt strongly about, and

that is the Streets (Sitting of the Legislature) Traffic
Act, 1909. Hon., members expressed the view that the
relationships between the Houses of the Legislature
and the Commissioner of Police in respect of traffic
matters wexe not so cordial, especially when we
think of what happened to Your Honour’s ownvehicle
and your employee at the foot of the steps of this
Hon. House, and we felt that a Statutory direction
would be more appropriate to the organising of the
traffic around these buildings, than merely leaving

it to the discretion of the Commissioner of Police.
The Attorney General gave the assurance that regu-
lations were being drafted to incorporate the provi-
sions of this Act which it was proposed to repeal,
and it was on that assurance thatI, for one, and other
members of the Select Committee, withdrew their
opposition to the repeal of that Act. We hope that
when these regulations are drafted, a general look
will be taken to the regulations relating to the powers
of the Police in the precincts of this House, the yard
and the streets adjoining the Public Buildings, so that
we will not have any more of the state of affairs
which we had in which Your Honour’s chauffeur was
arrested. '

We have had a fair amount of Law Revision
Legislation, and I gather that there may still be one
or two pieces of legislation or amendments to legis-
lation which we will have to comsider. Although we
agreed to delete the Three Houses Spring Act from
the Schedule, it was thought by Mr, Patchett that the
Three Houses Spring Act should not be published
with the other Acts, I have no doubt that we will have
another Act to deal with that in due course.

On the question of the Local Government enact-
ments, it was a question as to whether we should
take out all the sections of the Act or not, but we
were told that new Acts would be printed with a special
title dealing with Local Government alone. 1 hope
that this will also be fulfilled and that we will not find

that we have merely taken away eight or nine secome

tions of the Local Government Act. I hope that we
will not have to wait for years before anything is put
in their place. Perhaps we may have to wait for a
Party which is more responsive to the reasonable
aspirations of Local Government positions in this
island to return to power.

There is just one thing I would like to say about
the Law Revision work. Many people have regretted
that the Old Laws of Barbados will become more and
more difficult to ascertain because the old editions
of the Law have fallen into disuse. Certain Acts will
be kept in force althoughthere will not be any author-
ised copies of these Acts. The new Acts are being
printed in such a way that there will not be a whole
volume to be set aside because it is being printed in
loose-leaf form, and there will be no incentive to keep
the old Acts of Barbados up to date. In forty years’
time it will be very difficult to find out what Acts have
been passed and at what time, and Mr. Chandler has
pointed out that it would be impossible to have a com-
plete set of the Laws in Barbados passed and printed.
It would not be possible to get a collection of future
laws in Barbados together for Library and other
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purposes for which these laws will be needed. There
will be laws in force, but they will not be printed. I
hope that the Law Revision Committee will bear this
in mind.

2.40 p.m.

Let us hope that we shall not have to involve the
Prime Minister. I do not want to go into the provisions
of this Bill. As a matter of fact,there is little which
I want to make objectiohs to on this occasion. We
can see nothing that anybody would take objection to
Government’s policy in connection with this matter,
but we must be conscious of the fact that the draft
constitution of the Democratic Labour Party at the
Constitutional Conference in London was amended,
and I hope the Commissioner of Laws would be able
to carry out his work with ease and that there would
be no accusation in this House of party politics in this.
Sir, we see no evidence of this on this occasion.

The question that the Report be now adopted wasput

and resolved in the affirmatire without division.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to move that this Bill
be now read a third time,

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The questron was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

Hon. C. E. TALMA; I beg to move that this Bill
do now pass.

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without dirision,

ORDER No, 6 POSTPONED

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, it is not pro-
posed to deal with Order No. 6 forthe reasons which
the Prime Minister said on a former occasion.

I am asking for leave to deal with the Bill to
amend the Public Loans Act, 1961, of which notice
was given yesterday. This is an urgent matter.I have
been so advised by the Ministry of Finance.

I do not know if the hon. senior member for St.
Thomas would approve of my dealing with the Bill,
he said that he would prefer the Minister of Finance
to deal with it. I do know that he wants certain infor-
mation or has queries to make, butIthink with a cer-
tain amount of ingenuity I am able to answer the
questions.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Speaker,I rise on
a point of explanation. I never said for one moment
that the Hon. Leader of the House is unable to deal
with it, '

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that leave be
granted the Hon. Minister of Health to take charge of
the Bill, ‘

There being no objection, leave is granted the
Hon. Minister of Health to take charge of this matter

standing in the name of the Hon. and Learned Prime
Minister and Minister of Finance.

It is to move the second reading of a Bill to
amend the Public Loan Act, 1961, to increase {rom
twenty-four million dollars to thirty million dollars
the limit on the amounts which the Government is
authorised to raise by loan under section 2 of that
Act,

THE PUBLIC LOAN BILL, 1967 

Hon, C. E. TALMA:Ithankyou, Mr. Speaker, for
reading out the Objects and Reasons of the Bill. That
being so, I do not have to read it again.

The position is that the Public Loan Act, 1961,
gives the Cabinet authority to raise by loan the sum
of $24 million either locally or in the United Kingdom
to finance the development spoken of, or which may
be approved from time to time.

Under this Act, amounts of $85 million have
been raised to finance projects including development
under the development Plan of 1961-65 and 1965-68.
At the beginning of this financial year there were no
loans funds taken up and expiring also on that date.
The amount of loans needed for capital expenditure
in the past year was $15 million, It was estimated
that another $9 million capital expenditure would
be needed to be financed by loan funds apart from
loans raised under the Development Loan, so that the
total amount to raise to meet capital Expenditure up
to the end of March , 1968, would be approximately
$34 million,

The Public loan would be raised annually to
allow for the raising of funds required under the
Development plan and it is recommended that this
Act should be amended to authorise the borrowing
of an additional $6 million.

2.50 p.m.

If that is done, the amount of $24 million will be
increased to $30 million, and it is forthe purpose of
granting Government the authority to raise the

additional $6 million that the Public Loan Bill isis

being amended today. Those are the reasons, and I
beg to move that this Bill be read a second time,

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: The members of the
Opposition have been taken a little more by surprise
in this matter than they shouldhave been, As I recall
it, we have studied the Estimates to see how far
along the road we have gone to raising the $24 million

permitted by the Public Loan Act, 1966. I looked at

the Capital Estimates, and itwas clear to me that the
Public Loan Act required an amendment to take care

of any discrepancy/ In the same way the Hon. Leader £4

of the Opposition had seen it, the Minister of Finance
and the members of the Government could -have seen
it, because they are more intimately connected with
the loans, :

If there is a need, which suddenly becomesnec-
essary, to amend the law to enable the Government to
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increase the permitted limit under the Public Loan
Act, 1961, then there has been adequate time for the
Bill now before the House to be presented in good time
for all members to study it carefully. I will explain
some of the problems that we face with an Act such
as this which is brought before the House. We heard
only yesterday, in.a series'of answers to questions,
that a local .loan of $4:1/2 million was raised when
$10. million was asked for. This was raised with the
aid of the West Indies Stock Exchange Limited and a
Canadian Corporation. A cursory glance at the rele-
vant legislation will tell any hon. memberwho under-
stands public . finance. that the Laws of Barbados
permit money to be raised only in Barbados and in
England. That is the-effect ofthe 1933 and 1935 Acts.
Section 4 of the 1961 Act states:

‘“The loans authorised by this Act, or any part of
them may be raised either -~

(a) in the United Kingdom by the Crown
Agents under the provisions of the Gene~
ral Loan and Stock Act, 1935; or
{b) in the Island under the provisions of the
General Local Loan Act, 1933.”’

There is no authority to raise money in Trinidad
oy Canada. Now the Hon. Prime Minister said that
they attempted to raise the loan locally, but before
the 20th Maxrch, which was the closing date, I went
to all the banks in Bridgetown and asked if they had
any brochure available for the localloan. Atone bank
a Trustee Adviser told me that he did not know of the
loan, (A VOICE: Do youwant to subscribe to the loan?)
I was going to the banks not as a member of Parlia-
ment, but as a potential subscriber to a Barbados
loan, I wanted to know whether they would take $1.00
ox $2.00 atatime = andI1had my $1.00 or $2.00 ready
if the banks would take the money from me, but they
disclaimed all knowledge of it.

The Minister said that he would answer all'ques- "

tions. I would like to know if the Minister is really
prepared to answex all the points that can be raised
on the issue of this loan, which no member on this
side has ever seen advertisements for in Barbados,
Does the issue of this loan conform with the pro-
visions ofthe 1933 Local Loan Act? If it does not, then
it means that the $4.1/2 million is potentially illegally
borrowed, and $135,000 illegally paid out of the Bar-

‘bados Treasury; and-we. are not, by any means,

achieving the upper limits of the Public Loan Act,
1961, as we have seen.

.. We are in a great deal of difficulty. With the best
will in the world, even practising barristers indaily
receipt of the Gazette cannot always keep their Acts
of Parliament up to date withthe amendments. I have
most carefully studied my copy of the 1961 laws of
Barbados. 1. have the impression that'I have entered
all the amendments to be entered, and lobserve that
you. can only raise money under the 1961 Act for ex-
penditure on works and services, set out in the
Island’s Development Programme for the period
1960~1965 as :approved by the General Assembly by

Resolution No. 69 of 1961, and so on. It is my view
that the Act, as amended ~ I refer to the 1961 Act -
only authorises the Government to spend money on
the Barbados Labour Party’s last Development Pro-
gramme: 1 mean any money spent under that Act, or
spent on the Development Programme, which was
authorised before the Party came into power.

The Minister said something about the Develop-
ment Programme for 1962-68. If the Minister knows
that the Act was amended, I shouldbe very glad if he
would tell me under which Act it was amended and
what authority he had to spend the money? I cannot
believe that the Ministry of Finance and other Minis-
tries connected with the spending of the money of the
Treasury of Barbados could be so careless asto leave
the Schedule to this Act unamended and yet spend the
money on projects which were outside the purpose
mentioned in the Act,

In keeping with the 1961 Actthis matter has been
dealt with without any authorisation of this House. I
have seen no communication in connection with this
matter, If the Minister knows that there is statutory
authority to spend $24 million on a Development
Programme later than the 1960 Programme, then I
should be very glad if he would interrupt me and
prevent me from dwelling on this point any further.

With a Bill such as this which is brought before
the House, it is the duty of the Minister who is in-
troducing it to give us the fullest possible detail of all
loans that have been raised under the Act which have
brought us so near to the upper limit. Appendix L of
the Apprdved Estimates reveals that only $13,976,250
or about $14 million was borrowed under the authority
of this Act as at the end of the financial year 1966-67.
3,00 p.m.

In other words, the money which the Ministeris
talking about must be some part of the remaining
authorised $10 million, and I would take it that thee—
are trying to get the money all in one. If the closing

have some relation to the previous year. I'do not in-
tend to question the Accountant General; Itake it that
the loan which we are talking about is this loan which
was described in my question, which was answered
by the Hon. Minister of Finance, on the basis of its
being a local loan. I take it that the $5 1/2 million
is the short fall on the amount of the local loan asked
for on whatever date this last loan was launched;
therefore we must, of necessity, be very closely con~
cerned with the terms of this loan. For the benefit
of the Hon. Minister of Finance who has just entered
the House, 1 might mention that we are anxious to
know if this loan was within the definition of the Local
Loan Act of 1933, and if the provision which dealt
with the advertisement has been amended.

Mr. Speaker, the West Indies Stock Exchange
Limited is a Company originally registered in Trini-
dad, and the Toronto Company to which the Prime
Minister referred earlier, is a Company registered
in Canada. I actually made unsuccessful efforts to
obtain in Barbados the prospectus of the loan so that

A

date for the loans is 20th March, I think that it would 4
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’

I could see if my one or two dollars would be ac-

ceptable. Therefore this is not a completely Local

Loan. Quite apart from the terms and conditions and
the assistance given to the pockets of Mr. Bruce
Procope and Mr. Ken Patrick, quite apart from the
$135,000 which has been paid out, did this loan satisfy
all the provisions of the Local Loan Act?

A short time ago linvited the Hon. Acting Leader
of the House to interrupt me if he could tell me where
I could find the amendments to the Schedule of the
1961 Act which permits money raised under the au-
thority of that Act to be spent for purposes other than
the Development Programme for the period 1960-

1965, 1 will repeat that question. I would be most

obliged if I could find out when that Schedule was
amended and what would be the authority for spending
money other than for the purposes setoutin that Act.
1 distinctly heard the Hon. Leader of the House dis-
cuss the Development Programme for the period
1962-1968. It is very difficult sometimes, especially
at such short notice which we have had, to extract
from the old volumes of published Estimates the cost
of each loan. Youcould look at Appendix ‘'L’’ on loans
and never find out anything about their cost. You will
find the amounts raised, and when they were raised.
It is very difficult, I repeat, to find out the cost of
each individual loan and Iwould have to ask the Prime
Minister to supply us with the information as to the
cost of the loans which are set out in Appendix ‘L’
of the Estimates, as having been raised underthe au-
thority of the Public Loan Act. If the closing date was
the 25th March, I would be glad to hear from the Hon.
Minister what eXactly is the accounting system which
permitted sums to be raised and to be excluded from
the Estimates for the Financial year. The Financial
Secretary has assured me that I would find these de-
tails in the Estimates. We need an explanation as to
that, It does not mean that you must not ask for an
explanation as to why loans can possibly be raised
in the circumstances, and the explanation whichmay

:-—*._Lllow them can be given in the form of a Ministerial

answer to a Supplementary Question. I may say that
the sum of $135,000 would wipe out agreat deal of the
indebtedness of the Barbados Marketing Corporation.
That is the amount of money which we have to put up
to remedy the tarnished happenings at the Barbados
‘Maxketing Corporation. It would also have made a
great deal of difference when the Transport Board
was short of money. Presumably, these chargeswill
be reflected in the amount of interest which we will
be called upon to pay. We are now being asked to in-
crease this loan limit to go on the West Indies Stock
Exchange Ltd. and to give these people the oppor-
tunity to make more money out of the Government of
Barbados. The Prime Minister has said that he could
not tell off-hand what brokerage is paid for loans,
and that if we ask the question, he will have it an~
swered.
3.10 p.m.
I have no doubt that the Prime minister will get
‘the answers for us gladly. I did not know this matter
would be coming up today and Ido not think his move
in changing his officials will prevent him from giving
us the information. There must be some good cause
and reason for him to do so.

In respect of this particular loan, three percent
is a lot of money to give to a man'to borrow money
for you. It is acquiring a loan at a rate of interest of
almost half the same as what you have to pay in in~
terest on the whole loan. You are paying three per-
cent just to borrow the money, It ineans that you are
getting $97 for every $100; so you are paying to bor-
row - by a quick calculation of ‘mine, a sum that
brings the interest to about one*fifth percent away
from eight per cent, B

Now, when you borrow, you are borrowing at an
apparent rate of seven andone halfper cent - indeed,
you are borrowing it at nearly eight per cent. All 61
these are things which the Minister of Finance must
tell us in this House something about.

I do not know the advice the Government had to
make them come to the conclusion that it would be
better to bring in an amendment to the 1961 Act,
rather than to have a new Act. Of course, we have
numerous Public Loan Acts on the Statute Book. There
is the Public Loan Act of 1961, the Public Loan Act
of 1955, and the one before that was in 1953, These
were when the Government was under the direction
of the Barbados Labour Party.

By this Act of 1961, the largest amount ever
authorised for the Government of Barbados to borrow
at any one time was $24 million, and one wonders why
it has been increased to $30 million; if there is going
to be a requirement of money from time to time, I
would suggest“ that we should have a series of Acts
rather than a series of amendments. It is preferable
to have a series of Acts.

1 wonder by way of reply if the Minister of Fi~
nance would give me an answer, Mr. Speaker, we must
ask whether this new increase of $6 million is going
to be a series of $50,000 debentures in the books of
Mr, Procope and Mr. Patrick; or whether the Gov-
ernment has in mind a loan, properly carried out by
respectable firms long established inlending money.
I say that because I do not know that Port-of-Spain is
recognized on the Loan Market; nor do I know whether
that territory is already aleading banking centre; nor

do I know if we have powerto borrow money in Trini-
dad. ;

It may be that the Hon. Prime Minister can tell
us, and he can tell us at what interest he expects we
can get this. The time has been tob short for us to
make all the|necessary research. Any broker in Bri-
tain would know the current rates for raising money
for an Urban Corporation in the United Kingdom. I
have searched a business paper to get at what rates
corperations{ pay their brokers for getting money for
them. A cop*y of the *'Times’ newspaper which the
hon, senior member for Christ Church had yesterday
would have gﬂven us some idea, but he does not have it
today. This topy has been misplaced. I think it con-~
tained an ad#e rtisement showing that one quarter of
one per cent was being paid on the Manchester Cor-
poration loan. Because of the short space of time, a

comparison of matters of this sort has not been pre--

pared by us. We only had the Bill yesterday.

fasti.
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There is a lot of explanation which the Prime
Minister will have to give, and I hope that he would
do so on the second reading, so that when we go into
Committee we will be able to take up points one by

. one and satisfy ourselves thoroughly as watchdogs of

d/ﬂw-
-

the public money over here. I say so as a member
of this honourable Chamber.

Mr, ST, JOHN: Mr, Speaker, the fact that we
find ourselves today in the position in which I have
to make a request of the Hon. Prime Minister of
Finance and our Leader of the House with respect
to the exact situation, and the authority by which
loans are made, and the purpose to which they can
be used is no fault of ours because this Bill had not
been circulated yesterday.

We see that it is an amendment to the Public
Loan Act of 1961, which refers to the General Loan
Act and the Local Loan Act, I have been able to find
so far as possible, despite the fact that the laws of
Barbados are not put up in a better form and are not
up to-date today that there has been an amendment
to the Public Loan Act in 1965 and that deals with the
establishment of a Supplementary Sinking Fund. It
does not touch the point which at first sight it seems
to support, the amounts carried in the Schedule to
the Public Loan Act of 1961. Perhaps the Minister
of Finance would tell us why that Schedule was
amended, if it were amended at all.

- 3.20 p.m.

In the absence of an amendment to that Schedule,
it would appear that the purposes for which the loan
was raised under the authority of the Public Loan Act
should be confined to those set out in the Schedule,

Another point that we must raise, arising out of
the answers which we received yesterday, is that in
his reply yesterday the Hon. Minister of Finance
stated that one of the reasons for the Government
accepting the conditions demanded by the two Com-

. panies which had agreed to underwrite the last loan

of $10 million was due to the fact that they had under-
taken to accept the expenses incidental to the raising
of the loan - such expenses as advertisements and

. things of that kind. That is the point that I want to
. make positively clear.

Hon. E. W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker,1do not nec-

essarily accept the hon, member’s interpretation of

. what 1 said. It appears to me that they feel that the
.. fountain of all wisdom resides on the other side of

L

the House by the way they pontificate on matters

. coming before this House. I am saying that the hon.

member is prone to get up and make statements on

. which he appears to be in deep watexr.

Mr. ST.JOHN: Mr, Speaker, I ask you to rule

“ that this is not a point of order, This is merely an
‘attempt on the part of the Hon. Prime Minister to
* heckle people,

Mr. SPEAKER: Ithought from yesterday the hon.
senior membex for Christ Church would know better

. -than to remain standing when the Hon. Speaker is on

the floor,

Mr. ST.JOHN:; It is obvious that the Minister of
Finance in this House has something to hide, for Mr.
Bruce Procope who is connected with the West Indies
Stock Exchange is the same man who negotiated the
Hilton Hotel deal. Now when the Hon. Prime Minister
comes here and talks about people in deepwaters, he
must understand that we are in deep waters because
we do not think the same corrupt way as other hon.
members,

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I object to
the hon. member referring to hon. members having
a corrupt mind. Whether he refers to a particular
member or not, he should be made to withdraw the
remark,

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member referring to
a member of this House?

Mr. ST. JOHN: The only person who thinks so is
the member who got up. This cheap jibe about people
in deep water! What the Hon. Prime Ministeris try-
ing to say is that we do not know anything about
finance. He went to England to study economics, but
his special subject was industrial law. He wants to
make people believe that he is an economistl

Hon. E. W. BARROW: That ig absolutely txue, and
1 do not know that it is something to be ashamed of. 1
did nine subjects, What was your special subject?

Mz, ST. JOHN: The Hon, Prime Minister came
here and said yesterday that 3% was given to the
West Indies Stock Exchange and some Canadian Cor-
poration for advertisements and so on. I challenge
that, and I say that neither the Canadian Corporation
nor the West Indies Stock Exchange has placed one
advertisement in any newspaper or in any other
publication in Barbados inviting subscriptions to that
loan. When the Hon. Minister of Finance gets up to
reply, let him deny that fact and indicate the date

and name of the newspaper in which such an advezm—

tisement appeared. Let him tell us of any newspaper
where an advertisement was made inviting the public
of Barbados to subscribe to the loan. There was a
cheap cyclostyled or printed circular sent around
Barbados, and that is the reason why the $10 million
was not raised. Let him deny these indisputable facts.

Mr, Speaker, the $10 million was not raised
because of the fact that the people who were raising
the money and who had agreed to undexwrite did not
have the confidence of the general public. When you
agree to underwrite, you mean that you will take up
the whole amount of the loan. That is the meaning of
underwriting in this context. Let the Hon. Minister

~ of Finance deny that fact. I challenge the Hon. Minis-
~ter with this. He said that the West Indies Stock

Exchange and the Canadian Corporation had agreed
to undexrwrite this loan, and that cau)sed the Barbados
Government to pay them 3%. What are the expenses
they incurred in Barbados? Let the Hon, Minister of
Finance tell us about these expenses. The Canadian
Corporation is a nondescript firm in Canada. Let
him bring any Journal in this House to prove that it
is among the leading and reputable ones.

T
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When the Hon. Prime Minister comes here with
his cheap talk about people operating in deepwaters,
the depth of the waters in which he is operating in, I
have absolutely no desire to get in there. I do not
have the kind of friends the Hon. Prime Minister has.
When he comes talking in here, he must first look at
his own copy book. The Hon. Minister mouthed it
around Barbados that local people should invest in
the Capitalisation of the development of Barbados.
How can they do that when the Minister of Finance
has under his control the means to encourage people
to use a nondescript organisation to obtain $10 mil-
lion? The general public in Barbados have no con-
fidence inthe West Indies Stock Exchange or the Cana-
dian Corporation. What was the commission paid to
the banks in Barbados? Was it the usual commission?
It is known that fees are passed back to banks and
other institutions through which you get loan?

Let the Minister of Finance tell us whether the
banks have confidence in this loan. The fact that it
was not raised is a clear indication that the manner
in which it was raised was incompetently handled.
There was a deal, and the Hon. Minister of Finance
knows what is meant by a ‘‘deal’’. There was a deal
between the Hon. Prime Minister and some persons
who were associated with the Hilton Hotel, When you
talk about the Hilton Hotel, every living personin this
Island knows what went wrong with the Hilton Hotel.

If the Hon. Minister of Finance had his Financial
Department properly organised and this was a local
loan, the responsibility for raising the loan could
have been assumed by his Department, All they had
to do was to issue an advertisement in all the news-
papers in Barbados and pay the usual discount to
bankers, brokers, accountants and solicitors, and
they would have raised more than the $4 million that
the West Indies Stock Exchange and the Canadian
Corporation raised,

3.30 p.m,

Many loans have been raised in Barbados and
it would never have cost the Barbados Government any
3%. It is no wonder that the Minister of Finance has
attempted to bring down this Bill today, circulate it
today and think that we would sit down here and do
nothing about it. The Minister pretends to be the
“‘know-all’’ and he attempts to make cheap insinua-
tions and to talk about people being in deep watexs, We
are in deep waters, it is true, to know what the Min-
ister is talking about. What is the West Indies Stock
Exchange? Has it got a branch office in Barbados now?
This firm is in Trinidad trying to getits fee, but the
Ministry of Finance, in their wisdom, decided to
give them a helping hand out of the taxpayers of Bar-
bados. How long has this office in Barbados been in
existence? What is its history? Has it raised any
loan for any other company in Barbados?What about
the Toronto Firm? Has it got any connections in
Barbados? If you had to use them, would you have to

go to Canada to sue them? These are indisputable
facts. ‘ ‘ '

The position is that with the amounts raised so
far, they have not yet taken upthe full amount, if that

e S
N R

were so, you would have found that the authority to
raise the $10 million would have been illegal. You
have only raised $4 million and you have $6 million
more to go for. We know about the reckless expendi-
ture on the Hilton Hotel for which, no doubt, some of
this money will be used. We know that the Contract
negotiated with the Hilton Hotel is not written in the
interest of the public of Barbados. In your own
financial projections, you said that you do notexpect
to earn any revenue from the Hilton Hotel; and when
you talk about people being in deepwaters, my waters
may be shallow, but they are clean. What is the au-
thority for raising this loan? Everybody would like
to see Barbadians taking a keen interest and would
like to see the encouragement of savings in Barbados,
but you do not encourage savings in Barbados by em-
ploying institutions of no repute, institutions which
have no experience of Barbados, which have no know-
ledge of its financial background or anything of the
kind. That does not generate confidence, and it is
a great pity that, for the first time for a very long
time, a public loan of the magnitude of $10 million
was issued locally in Barbados, and you did not get
even a 50% response from Barbados. Thatis an indi-
cation of the lack of confidence in someone. To say
that the loan was closed at $4 millionis not an excuse
which any hon. member can take seriously. If you
only wanted $4 1/2 million, why did you ask for $10
million? The only reason why you closed it at $4
million is because the public had rejected the idea
that you needed $10 million. These Corporations
which raise money are Corporations which the public
knew nothing about. You tell the public of Barbados
that this is an amendment to the Act; tell the public
of Barbados about your association with the Hilton
Hotel and your friendship with Mr. Procope. Go tell
them about these matters,
tion,)

(Cheers from (he Opposi=

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, after that
eloquent speech by the hon. member, I hope that the
Hon. Minister of Finance will greet it in polite langu-
age and not be constantly sneering. Imagine the people
of Barbados ever reaching the stage that they have no
confidence in the financial stability of Barbados! The

Barbados Labour Party has been sneered at. Whengs

we had to deal with the loan forthe Deep Water Har-
bour, within a minute that we asked for $10 million,
the money was subscribed. I said in public that the
money was subscribed within a minute and somebody
said that it was subscribed in 37 seconds. The Advo-

cate Newpaper made some comment and I spoke of the

stability of Barbados. The confidence whichthe Eng-
lish people had in Barbados was so great that in 37
‘seconds thig money, $22 million, was made available
to this island, That is a reputation to be proud of.
Today anything which goes to bring down the com-
munity or to lower the reputation of Barbados is a
grievous thing. It does not hurt “A’ or ‘B, but it

{
g
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hurts the reputation of this island which hon. memberseyg

on the other side of the House are so prone to talk
about, this great independent nation.
3.40 p.m.

Is it'in their rights to bringthe rights of this na-
tion down to the muck and mire any more?
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‘Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker I think that I

‘have been in here for a sufficiently long time to know

that all the hon. members on that side want to do is
to engage in their customary recriminations and to

 take every opportunity they can to fulminate and to

appeal to the Gallery as they are accustomed doing.
When we are discussing the serious business of
raising a loan, we are making provision to raise

‘money to be spent on things of a recurrent nature

from timte to time, the building of roads in villages
and anything of & financial nature in this country that
has taken place within the last six years.

Any act which has been carried out during my
term of office has been done with the full authority of

“'the law, and it is necessary for you'to understand the
~ foul accusations ‘and the smears by the hon. semior
- ‘member for Christ Church, the hon. junior member
“for St. Joseph, and the hon. senior member for St.
- Thomas which is an indication of the low level to

which the affairs of the people of this Island have

‘been directed.

The hon. junior member for St. Joseph isunable
to find out whether he has done industrial law or not.
1 happened to do mine at the same time; but I am not

“here to advise them as to how to get through then's

faster.

Mr, Bradshaw, the person who has been one of

‘the- most amazingly loyal to the former Federal Prime

Minister, the junior member for St. Joseph claimed
was brought from being a cane-cutter and made a
Minister of Finance by him.Iwonderif he was in this
Island if he would have appointed him to the portfolio

of Minister of Fmance

"I should like to point out to Your Honour three
things. When I took over thé Government, there was
no -Minister of Finance before December 18th, 1961.
The Public Debt of this Island was already of very
great dimensions. (A’ VOICE: How very great?) Look
in the Estimates and youwill see, if you want to know

“'what the Public Debt was.

On page four, you will see in the statement of

* Public ‘Revenue where the Public Revenue in 1960-61
“was $26 million. In the five years period from 1956~

61, the Public Revenue had risen from $19 million to

"$26 million, an increase of $7 million,

The Government’s Revenue in the following five-
year period had risen by $25 million as against the
$7 million in the first five years when the affairs of
this country were under the direction of the member

“swho ‘did industrial law.

I have nine subjects in economics, The fact that
the hon. senior member for St. James is walking
about in a Combermerian blazerdoes not make him a

‘Combermerian. 1 did not sét myself" up as a Minister

of Finance. I was the first Minister of Finance.

The others were like Mr, Bradshaw, the erst-
while Minister of Finance inthe Federal Government
who was appointed by the-Leadéer of the Opposition. He

is rejecting him now he is in trouble. What else he
has done? Mr, V, C. Bird wanted something proposed.
He tried to get his Estimates passed that he could
send home, and the Prime Minister would not arrange
for' Mr. Bird’s Estimates to'be passed.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Can you understand in
the name of Heaven what the Antigua Government has
to do with this matter which we are considering? All
that the Prime Minister is doing is making wrong
accusations,

Mr. SPEAKER: But no member has the right to
accuse another member of making wrong accusations.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: He.called Bustamante a

village idiot!

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: The Prime Minister
said that someone called Bustamante a village idiot.
What relevance has that got to the business before
the House? Are we passing a Resolution on Busta-
mante?

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member is not making
a point of order, but I would counsel the Hon. Minis-
ter of Finance to deal with the Bill.
3.50 p m,

Hon. E, W, BARROW: In dealing with a Bill of this
kind, some hon. membexs like to make along speech.
1 sat down and I did not interrupt them except once
when I had to ask the senior member for Christ
Church not to misquote me., Now several members
of ‘the Opposition have been screaming that the

‘Speaker is ‘a villain, and making all kinds of accusa-

tions against the members of the Government and so
On.

Mr, SPEAKER: Let the Hon., Prime Minister
ignore the asides and get along with the business of
the House. ,

’g—-

Hon. E. W. BARROW: The Bill before the House
is to amend theé' Public Loan Act, 1961 to ircrease
from $24 million to $30 million the limit on the
amounts which the Government is authorisedto raise

by loan under section 2 of that Act. This amendment
is to enable us to carry out Government’s Develop-

ment Programme, and we asked that loan funds of
approximately $24 million be raisedeitherlocally or
in the United Kingdom for Barbados to finance the
Development Programme from 1960 to 1965,

We are now in the process of drawing up a new
Development Programme, and it is correct to say
that there is authority to raise $5 1/2 million under
the same Loan Act. In view of the fact that we have
had advances pending the raising of loans, the total
requirements under this Development Programme
should be in excess of the $3 1/2 million; so we are
amending the 1961 Public Loan Act to extendthe au-
thorised borrowing from $24 million to $30 million.

“Any previous borrowing therefore, which has
been matle under the Development Programme has

‘N
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been by virtue of the authority vested inthe Govern:
ment to raise this money by way of the Public Loan
Act, 1961. The total amount of funds raised locally
and overseas has not yet exceed $24 million. When
you get a lot of snide remarks made here by the
hon. senior member for St. Thomas who thinks he is
the son of God - an atheist like him,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Do you want me to con-
fess that I am an atheist?

Mro SPEAKER r08€.euco.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,lam say-
ing that calling me an atheist is an insulting word, and
the Prime Minister should be asked to withdraw it.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I did not call anybody’s
name. If I were referring to the hon, member, I'would
have said ‘a self-confessed atheist’,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: That is a lie, andl will
not withdraw the word “lie’’ if your Honour does not
ask him to withdraw the remark. Is he above reproof?

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I say he is an atheist.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I have never confessed
to be an atheist.

- Hon, E. W, BARROW: The hon. member also said
that Stalin was the greatest man in the world.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that we are rapidly
approaching a climax of great disorder.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: That is your fault, be-
cause Your Honour will not rule against the Hon.
Prime Minister and Minister of Finance.

Mz, SPEAKER: Let the Hon, Prime Minister pro-
ceed.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Proceed without with-
f ™drawing the remark? -
2
’

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not wgnt a lecture from the
Hon. Leader of the Opposition.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: How can people respect
the Chair? Here is the Hon. Prime Minister calling
me an atheist; I ask Your Honour to call on him to
withdraw the remark, and you will not do so. If you
would rule when there is a ripple, then there will
never be a stream. '

.Hon., E. W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, Iwantto get
on with the business of the House.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, an atheist
is thought to be a bad person,

Mr. SPEAKER: There is nothing worse than a
member of Parliament who stands while the Speaker
is on his feet.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: If we have to stop here
until midnight, Iwill do nothing until the Speaker rules

whether the word ‘‘atheist’® is an insulting word. 1

.insist that the Hon, Prime Minister should withdraw

the remark.

- Mr. SPEAKER:Ihave no objéction to staying hexe
until midnight.

Mz, SMITH: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. 1
am not a lawyer; 1 will never inthis world try to de-
fend lawyers; I am a layman, but in order to pre-
serve the good name and the rights and privileges
of this House I decided to rise. In my opinion I feel
that the remark made by the Hon. Prime Minister is
against the Rules of this Chamber.

: Mr. Speaker, 1 am addressing you, and you are

talking to the Clerk! I reserve my right to be heard

in this House. As I said in my opening remarks, I am
not competent to defend lawyers. You are a lawyer,
the Hon. Leader of the Opposition is one, and the Hon.
Prime Minister is one. 1 rise as a member of this
Hon. Chamber, and I can say that this matter is drift-
ing completely out of order. The members of this
Assembly are misbehaving. I do not hear such be-
haviour even at the Trade Winds.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member is not making
a point of oxder.

Mr, SMITH: 1 am saying that the Hon. Prime
Minister has used offensive words, and he should be
asked to withdraw them,

4.00 p.m,

The hon. member rose and asked you to rule.
I heard you say in reply to the hon. member, that you
are quite willing to sit here until the morning, but I
am not; I will not be sitting here until morning. If it
is within your knowledge that the Prime Minister has
used offensive language, you should call on him to
withdraw the words. That should be done, regardless
of whom he may be. The Prime Minister is a man
and I am one. You are a man and he is nothing more
than that. He has broked the Standing Orders of this
House and you are the Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. senior member for
St. Joseph has made his point, He is proceeding now
to make a speech, but he will not be able to make a
speech. I understand that exception has been taken

veeses(Mr, MOTTLEY: You are causing this House to .
. degenerate into a row.) (After a pause) lwas saying

that exception has been taken to the use of the word
‘“atheist’’, 1 have sent for the Official Report as
taken down by the Official Reporter in the context
in which the word was used. I am awaiting that.

~ Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: In any context it is of-
fensive,

- Mr, SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion, and .
_ mine alone counts., (ASIDES)

. Hon. E. W. BARROW: At no time have I been
allowed to speak since the hon. member made his ob-

~jection. I do not agree that the woxrds are offensive. If

[
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& man says that he is an atheist, Your Honour will
rule. If he says that he is a christian or an atheist,
he is entitled to say so. If the hon. member thinks that
it-is offensive, that he is deemed to be an atheist, I
am glad to hear that heis a Christian but he is, how-
ever, objecting to being called God. Iwithdraw what-
ever he calls offensive. (A8/PES) The hon. member is
always a Christian, It .is not necessary for Your
Honour to rule because if the hon. member says that
he considersthe word offensive and it is not true, then
it isnot so, I withdraw it forthe purpose of the. re¢ord
(MEMBERS: No, no.) Personally, 1 w1thdraw it

Mr, SPEAKER Nowhere in the list -of words
which are regarded as insulting or offensive doesthe
word ‘‘atheist’’-appear. I rule from the parliament~
ary standpoint that the word ‘‘atheist’’ is not offen-~
sive or insulting, Therefore it does not contravene
Standing Order 26 (5) which says: ‘‘It shall be out of
order to use offensive and insulting language about
Members of the House.” -

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Does the words “*bloody
fool’’ appear in that list?

Mr., SPEAKER: I have ruled already. AsIunder-
stand it, the word has beenwithdrawn veryclearly by
the hon. member who used it. | have ruled that that
word, as such, is not offensive. ‘‘Bloody. fool’* are
not words in the list. . ‘

+Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: ““Homosexual®® isnota
word in that list. Is that offensive?

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not g1v1ngalecture on what
words are offensive,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: The word ‘‘Bulling’,
does not appear in that list. Isthat unparliamentary?

Mr, SPEAKER 1 say that the word: “athelst"
not unparliamentary. ‘

Hon. E. W, BARROW: Mz, Speaker, I very much
regret that representation in the House of Assembly
today means that one must be exposed to a form of
abuse by the hon., members on the other side. For the
whole period that we have been in here, never has
the standard of conduct been dragged so low. (A. oises
fren: the gallery)

Mr. SPEAKER: Before the hon. member pro-
ceeds, let me remind strangers that in respect of
their behaviour, no stranger shallbe entitled toenter
or remain within the Chamber of the House or the
precincts the reof without the authority of the Speaker.
Strangers are here only on sufferance and theymust
not make -any demonstration of approval, disapproval

ox etherwise. Otherwise the gallery must andwillbe -

cleared.

Hon, E. W. BARROW: If I may resume the de-
bate, Sir, it is clear to everyone outside this Cham-
ber and to us on this side of the Chamber, that the
purxpose of the Opposition, who axe bitterwithdisap-

" pointment, is that they will try to impede the people’s

work and not hasten it. I do not intend to be obstructed
in my prosecution of the island’s affairs, Now, under
the Act of 1961, Section 4, it has been said:-

““The loans authorised by this Act, or any paxt
of them may be raised either -

(a) in the United Kingdom by the Crown
Agents under the provisions of the General Loan and
Stock Act, 1935; or -

(b) in the island under the provisions of the
General Local Loan-Act, 1933,
as the Governor-in-Executive Committee or the

Crown Agents actmg on his behalf may decide.”

And the General Local Loan Act, 1933, Section
2 states this:-

“This Act shall be applicable only to loans
raised locally in the island.’’

And Section 3 of the Act says this:~

“Whenever by an Act authority shall have been

‘given to the Governor-in-Executive Committee to

raise any sum of money for the purposes mentioned
in such Act the Gevernor-in-Executive Committee
may from time to time as he may deem expedient
raise such sums by debentures issuedunderthe pro-
visions of the Act.”’

4,10 p. m. E

Section 4 goes on to say:-

‘“The principal monies and interest represented
by such debentures are hereby charged upon and
shall be payable out of the general revenue and

assets of the Island.”’

Then Section 5 says:-

p—

‘‘Such debentures shall be issued in the Island
upon the best and most favourable terms that can
be obtained and shall be signed by the persons hold-
ing the officés of Financial Secretary and Colonial
Treasurer for the time being or by any other person
or persons thereto specially authonsed by the Gov=
ernor.”

Then you have in the other sections what should
be the amount of each debenture; how the debentures
should be for payment of interest on debentures and
for contributions to sinking fund.

Then it goes on to make provision for the crea~

tion of a sinking fund fof redemption of debentures’

payable on a fixed date; the cesser of sinking fund
contributions and the disposal of a sinking fund when
debemntures are redeemed by purchase or by annual
drawmgs, and so on.

Section 17 says that all expenses of orincidental
to the redemption of the debentures and the costs and
expenses of all notices required by this Act to be
given'inay be paid out of the sinking fund.

*
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The first point asked by the senior member for
St. Thomas relates to this section.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,I rise on
a point of explanation. Iwanted to know from the Hon.
Minister of Finance how much of these loans were
met under the 1961 Act,

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Iwas under the impression
that the substance of the remarks of the hon. senior
member for St. Thomas was with respect to how much
of the cost would be taken out of the loan and I was
pointing out the authority under the Act when loans
are made.

It was specifically pointed out in Section 4 that
the place where loans are raised is something for the
Executive Committee to decide. The functionis dele-
gated to me as Minister of Finance, but the actual day
to day management of the finances is something
which is vested in the Ministry of Finance. We did
not have a Minister of Finance before.

Now, Sir I had consulted first my officials.I have
had advice from the Crown Agents, and then from the
bankers in this Island and it is my view that I have a
very impressive list of persons whom Icanhave re-
course to advice from time to time.

The hon. junior member for St. Joseph made
some statement to the effect that in 1959 the loan
that was taken up then on the London Money Market

- was raised in thirty-seven seconds. Itis quite possi-

ble to draw out figures like this, Ittakes three and a
half days in order to make all the manipulations
necessary in raising a loan.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I rise on
a point of explanation. I specifically said that the loan
was oversubscribed.

Hon. E. W, BARROW: I was told that he said it
was raised in thirty-seven seconds and it was over-
subscribed by $22million, The junior member for St.
Joseph had nothing to do with the raising of loans.
the first thing is thatthey neverusedto have a Finan-
cial Minister before 1962 and everything used to be
managed by the Civil Servants. Every single loan
raised since 1961 by me has been over subscribed.
We knew from the day before that it was going to
be over subscribed.

The flow of capital out of the United Kingdom is
carefully controlled, Loans are also very strictly
controlled. It is not possible for Ministers to sit

down here or in any country of the Commonwealth~

and say it is really possible forusto raise a loan on
the London Money Market,

I have spoken to the Prime Minister of Great
Britain myself when the Barbados Light & Power
Company wanted to raise a loan on the London Mar-
ket last year of $500,000. They did not come and have
discussion with me or the Financial Secretary or any-
body in the Ministry on the matterbefore. They went

-up to the United Kingdom, issued a prospectus and

went to obtain a loan on the London Money Market
for the expansion of the company.

This loan was not sanctioned by the Capital Issues
Committee and they sent to me to know whether the
Barbados Government had sanctioned this loan. My
reply was ‘‘No’’, and the Barbados Light & Power
Company did not get this loan sanctioned in England.

That is very closely tied up with the loan which
the hon. member referred to. If youwanted to get the
approval of this loan, we could have backed it up by
saying it is necessary for the people of Barbados
that the Light and Power Company should have this
loan. Therefore, to be able to carry outdevelopment
in the territories, we must go to the Capital Issues
Committee.

In 1966-67, market conditions in the United King-
dom were extremely difficult and money was unavail~
able, Trinidad did not succeed ingetting aloan on the
London Money Market. We have never had a loan
which was not fully subscribed. The Capital 1ssues
Committee did not give us permissioneitherto raise
a loan on the London Money Market.

The reason why this Billis before the House now
is because we have recently been told that we can
come up to the London Money Market for a loan and
we would have a reasonably good chance. Negotiating
it is something which is rather unpredictable, but
what we pay for our loans depends-on the market
conditions at the particular time. Development in
Barbados is also dependent on the loan whichwe can
raise in the country. I understood the hon. senior
member for Christ Church to say that solicitors here
can raise $10 million.

4,20 p.m.

Mr, St. JOHN: I never said in here that the so-
licitors in Barbados could raise.aloanof $10 million.
I said that the Ministry of Finance could have issued
the advertisements and given the banks, financial in-
stitutions and solicitors® offices the usual commis-
sion that they get from people who work through them.
The Prime Minister knows that.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I am not going to waste
time over what my Hon. Colleague thinks the hon.
member gsaid. I am just giving the history of this
matter. The Barbados Light and Power Company

‘could not raise a loan in London, and they asked for

my permission to try and get the money in Barbados
early in the year. The Barbados Telephone Company
had gone shortly before seeking a loan of $500,000,
The Barbados Light -and Power Company said that
they wanted some money, but after I had given them
my permission to proceed, I did notwant to withdraw
it. Eventually, Mr, Harold Wilson had a persomal
letter sent to me in connection with the matter.

These are the reasons why the loan was turned
down: .

The Company did not tell the Government
about the money;

(a)

N %
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(b)  They did not deal with a Canadian Com-

pany whom we felt had sufficient reserves

The Barbados Light and Power Company barely
got in the door. We were able to calculate and assess
the availability of funds in Barbados through our
issue of Treasury Bills. When we see the Treasury
Bills drying up, we know that for one reason or othet
the local funds are drying up, We know what re-
serves the banks have. Atone time some of the banks
in this country were lending out 13% of their deposits.
I do notknow of any Commonwealth country which was
able to float a big loan in London during the whole
of 1966, 1 know that the Jamaican Government and the
Trinidad Government had to go to New York to ne~-
gotiate a loan." '

We had money to carry forwardour Development
Programme, although there was nothing in the Treas-
ury in 1961, Wewere able to work our Treasury Bills
to finance the work done, It is not something on which
we get ‘a2 rush of blood to the head. I watched the
position évery single day, and decided that, despite
the fact that the London marketwas hard, it was time
that we try out the local market, that is, the West
Indies money market. Therefore,Iwent to the obvious
places’ and institutions; the large Insurance Com-
panies who have investments here and get all their
premiums from Barbadians.

It is about time that the institutions in this Island
do their share in the development of this country.
Back came the answer from Head Office that they
were quite prepared to make some of their funds
available, but the matter would have to be handled
through a‘ Canadian Finance house because the In~
surance Companies did not pursue a policy of undexr-
writing or subscribing loans a/ initio,

We had three Canadian Finance houses in mind
and, after investigation, we invited the firm of
Bankers Corporation to assist us. They said that we
could getthe money early but in Canadian dollars. 1
said that I did not want Canadian dollars because they
would have to be repaid in hard currency. We cannot
control the rate of exchange between the Canadian
dollar and the American; so that if there is a change
in the exchange rate by my friends in England, it
means that instead of paying back $10 million we
would be paying back $15 million aswell as interest.

I am showing the processbywhichl, as Minister
of Finance, had to arrive at my decision, They said
that we should guarantee the repatriation of Canadian
dollars. I said that I could not agree to that, because
it-would be saddling the people in Barbados with a
contingent liability which we could not undertake.

I know that the Government of Trinidad and the
Government of Jamaica, for psychological reasons,
have floated small loans of between $4 million to $6
million in the U.S.A. The Jamaican loans hdd to be
taken up by bankers in Wall Street, underwritten by
Insurance Companies and then farmed out to various
investors. The reason why the Minister of Finance
in Jamaica and the Minister of Finance in Trinidad

have done this is that they felt they should get an

image in the U.S.A.”s money market, but they limited
their loans to between $4 million to $6 million. That
was done purely to have the names of Jamaica and
Trinidad registered. They are quite aware of the fact
that there is a risk inthe fluctuation of the exchange.
[ am not prepared to take that risk, even if there is
a chance of getting that money down here.

After I said that it would be inadvisable to take
the Joan in Canadian dollars, they sa1d that they would
see whether the institutions and some of the Insurance
Companies down here were prepared to invest this
money in B.W.IL dollars. The Insurance Companies
informed them that their premium income available
could only take care of the commitments which they
already had in Barbados and did not allow them to take
as large a share of the proposed issue as they had
originally intended. The Insurance Companies, with
Head Offices chiefly in Canada, having a few months
before agreed to a loan, said that they had only about
$3 million available because they had loaned out the
rest of the money on mortgages that they had in
B.W.I. dollars.

It was a local loan and not a Canadian loan, be-
cause it was stipulated in the prospectus which the
hon. senior member for Christ Churchhas described
as a dirty bit of cyclostyled paper. This is it here -
this is first-quality papex. (Interruption) Do youthink
we would go to the expense of printing one copy and
then cyclostyle the balance? '

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Pass it around.
Hon. E. W. BARROW: Any hon. member who
wants to see the document must come to this side of

the Table to see it.

Mr, J. M. G, M. ADAMS: On a point of ordér;
The Prime Minister should pass around the document.

a—

Mr, HINDS: Let us hear about Procope and the
money.

Hon. E. W, BARROW: I will leaye the hon. junior
member for St. Peter to the hon. junior member of
. Thomas to deal with. '
4 30 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. junior member for St.
Peter and the hon. junior member for St. James will
observe the relevant Standing Order in relationto the
behaviour of hon. members not speaking, Let the Hon.
Prime Minister proceed in relation to the Public
Loan Act. ,

Hon. E. W. BARROW: The sole contention and
objection appears to be for the Opﬁ)osition to come in
here and shelter under parliamentary privilege, and
make all kinds of accusations, slanderous statements
about members and people outside of the House. The
whole idea is to bring down Parliament, but I will take
the necessary precaution. I have given instructions
for precautionary measures to be taken and it will
not continue for very long. Now, Mr. Speaker,we are
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interested in this Corporation, andlhave neverheard
any aspersions cast against this Corporation or its
members from anybody in Canada until the hon.
senior member for St. Thomas and the hon. senior
member for Christ Church rose to their feet today.
The West Indies Stock Exchange Limited is a firm
of Canadians and Trinidadians - and I donot know of
any Barbadian members of the firm or Corporation -
which is established with the idea of providing a
Stock Market, that we have appointed as agents to
look after the day to day transactions between the
Accountant General and the Corporation, since we in-
sist that the debentures would have to be issued in
Barbados under the authority of the Act of 1933. We
would not have any debentures issued in Canada. If it
were a foreign loan, we would have aspecial Act, so
that debentures could be issuedin Canada; but all de-
bentures were issued out of the Accountant General’s
office. And on the queistion of taxation, the Attorney
General gave the opinion that they would have to pay
taxation on any profits made on the floating of the
loan, It is completéely untrue to say that there was
any private deal with the Government, Any hon.mem-
ber could go to the Financial Secretary and find out
that there were discussions with the Ministry of
Finance; we negotiated and bargained until we got
what we wanted.

As regards the $ 4 1/2 million, you cannot say
that the issue was a failure. You advertise far and
wide throughout the money market, and you say:
‘““Whosoever will may come;®’ but this was a private
placement in which all the prospectuses were issued
and the banks had copies. As to the people responsi-
ble for providing the bulk of the funds, these persons
were canvassed in England, Canada, Barbados and
Trinidad. 1 have a full list of the places, and when
they found out that the loanwas an Eastern Caribbean
loan, they said that they could not put up all the

weseby __money. I said that I would test out the market and
/% allow it to remain at $10 million. I said that at the

appropriate time when 1 am satisfied with the avail-
ability of local funds for investment, I would close
the issue and it was closed somewhere around the
20th March on my instructions after $4 1/2 million
was raised. This is not the same thing as a loan on
the London Market. The market for loans at that time
was not propitious, but I felt I should have a certain
amount of financing done. I am satisfied from all the
auguries and indications that I have not beenlike the
old Priest-who examined the entrails of the foul, but
I have examined the fihancial experts in London, in
Barbados and in the United Kingdom. The British
Treasury has assured us that Barbados is next in
line. We will not be next in line three months from
now, and it is for this reason that this step is taken
instead of pursuing the loan which I closed on the
20th March. I regret that hon. members have found
it necessary to make accusations against respectable
people in Canada and Trinidad as if we had some
private affair, I invite the Shadow Minister of Finance
to come over here and read and see step by step how

we have approached this project of raising money for

the Development Programme.

Before 1 sit down, I want to say that yesterday
1 answé're‘d a supplementary question asked by the
hon. senior member for St. Thomas.... (4S/DES) The
banks are authorised to act as intermediaries in the
issue of bonds and Treasury Bills from time to time,
and there is an agreed fee between us and the in-
stitutions.
4.40 p.m.

Therefore, we have certain banks like the four
Joint Stock Banks in Barbados which are capable of
getting 40 per cent. Apparently, Messrs. Bryden &
Sons complained to the hon. senior member for the
City.

~Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of
order. Did I tell you that Messrs. Bryden and Sons
complained? Apparently, this is afalse statement and
the member should not make afalse statementto an-
other hon. member. What I can tell him is that I un-
derstand all they can get is one million dollars, and
up and above this you come down. But this false
statement has been made to me that you should pay
these companies three per cent and three and a half
per cent,

I said apparently it is a mixup. We can give you
a certificate if you pay that to a licenced realtor or
licenced broker because there is provision for a
licenced broker,

Hon, E. W. BARROW: We have been dealing
with the Crown Agents. Throughout the entire Com-
monwealth, those who wish to develop and to get
money for other institutions deal with the Crown
Agents. The Crown Agents chaxge 1.99 per cent which
includes their basic programmes, and their advertis-
ing costs.

Over and above that is a Constituent charge for
the getting of money for the issuing of loans. It is
something like E1,000 per million on the first two
and a half million pounds. E750 per millionfrom two
and a half million to twelve million, Then there is a
charge of two per cent on the management. That is
Number 2, Number 3, Redemption charges are some-
thing like seven hundred pounds per million on the
first two and a half million.

I was asked if the redemption charges worked
out at three-quarter per cent, but that is just over
one-half per cent: so the information which the hon.
member asked was with a loan of ten million dollars.

By my own calculation, the net cost of a loan is
two and one-half per cent with the Crown Agents. That
is what I have calculated it to be and that is why I said
yesterday in special circlesonly tenthousand dollars
was raised in Barbados, the rest of the money came
from insurance companies and other institutions like
that,

It was not an open market effect because nobody
wanted to go .to open market at that time. As far as
the West Indies Stock.Exchange Ltd. is concerned,
I have not heard that anyone of them concerned went
to jail; therefore, I have no desire to withdraw my
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word because Mr. Procope is adirector of the com~
pany.

I would like to make my position clear,l am not
going to apologise to anyone. When one is appointed
to.a West Indian institution as a member of the legal
profession, one must know certain people. If I am
a West Indian and I happen to be a friend of other
West Indians, 1 do not see why I should apologise to
them.

It is necessary because of that, that you would
know somebody other than members on the opposite
side. 1 have no apology to make for that, and I de-
precate the remarks of the hon. junior member for St.
Joseph although 1 know that they are part of their
tactics. I suggest that they write Mr, Procope a little
later and repeat the allegations which they have made.
I invite the Leader of the Opposition to do that. I do
not see why he should shelter under parliamentary
privilege and do something which they know very
well they cannot repeat outside or write about,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: What is the hon. mem-
ber saying of members making use of Parliament to
shelter behind parliamentary privilege? Everything
which I have said, I can account for,

Hon. E. W. BARROW: The hon. member could

not publish the same thing in a newspaper. The hon. -

members on that side would not say in public what
they say in here. This is a plan which they have in

- order to bring down the country. Youonlycould pos-

sibly state it in here; you could not say it outside.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I rise on
a point of elucidation. I am G. H. Adams. Any refer~-
ence to proceedings which I make in the House, I will
repeat outside. I will repeat as an individual anything
I said.
4.50 p,m.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I will answer the question
about people not having confidence in Barbados. I
should like the hon. members to support this Bili,
and they would find out what is the position. They
have tried their best to destroy the confidence of
people outside and inside of Barbados, Letthem pass
this Bill, and we will go to London and get loans and
we will not be turned away from putting this Island
of ours on the road to prosperity.

I beg to move that the Bill be now read a second
time,

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS: I beg to move that Your
Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go into
Committee on the Bill,

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: I beg to second. that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House went nto
Committee, Mr. YEARWOOD in the (Chair,

Clause | was called and passed,

Clause 2 was called, It reads as follows:-

‘2. Section 2 of the Public Loan Act, 1961 is
hereby amended by the substitution of the word
“‘thirty’’ for the word ‘‘twenty-four'’.

Mr. j. M. G. M. ADAMS; Mr, Chairman, what is
the essence of this Bill? Itis hard to ask the Opposi-
tion to pass thig Bill whenthe Prime Minister, under
the guise of giving a reply to questions asked on the
second reading of the Bill, only succeeded in ob-
scuring them more. We had an example where the
Prime Minister challenged members of the Opposi-
tion to repeat certain things outside this House. As
far as I know, the only person who has ever been
challenged to repeat things outside this House is
the Prime Minister when he made a remark about the
relationship between the Leader of the Opposition
and myself. He was challenged to make that state-
ment outside, '

So far as debating skillis concerned, the balance
of slander lies on the Prime Minister’'s side. His
name will be written as the apostle of slander under
the guise of Parliamentary debate. We are not here
to discuss Parliamentary privilege only. We note
with interest that the Prime Minister has given in-
structions that the necessary ‘‘precautionary

measures’’ be taken. He says that certain peoples “""'

are seeking to overturn the Parliamentary process.
The Prime Minister knows that we have a plan to
publish in the newspaper what is said aboutus under
the guise of parliamentary privilege.

Again, let me tell the Prime Minister that when
I had anything to do with journalism ~ I do not mean
the form of incompetent journalism you get in Bar-
bados. We have a sense of responsibility, and our
Party newspaper has never been successfully sued fox
libel. I know: of no civil suit which has been made
against our Party. Let the Prime Minister say the
same thing about his Party. Irresponsible journalism
sits in the bosom of the Democratic Labour Party.
(Interruption) Maybe it is well that the newspaper
has been shut down. -

For years and years the Beacon has been opera-
ting without ever, in my experience, doing what the
Prime Minister has said it does about reporting the
speeches of the B.L.P. The laws of Barbados permit
you to publish anything that has been said at a public
meeting. However, a newspaper cannot state that
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Mr, L. B. Brathwaite was responsible for his
mother’s death, because of the Libel Act of 1906. The
Beacon has not attempted to embarrass Mr. Humpty
Dumpty in the matter of the St. Thomas postman.
Last Saturday morning, at St. Thomas Post Office,
a postman said that a postman was killed in St.
Thomas and the Police did not ask him to give evi-
dence, but they came to ask him about six Bearons,
He said something about a fat idiot.

My. CHAIRMAN: I think the hon. member is
straying from the Bill, and I should like him to con-
fine his remarks to the Bill.

Mr. J. M. G. M, ADAMS: 1 have sat here for
several months and given the Prime Minister alot of
latitude. In his speeches,he is a personwho is easily
put off. He confuses himself and his files, and gives
an explanation which is not in accordance with the
information sought by us. Quite recently he was talk-
ing about the bank rate, and he ended up by talking
about the tariffs at clearing houses. A member on
this side asked me to get up and contradict him. It
is impossible sometimes to think that the Prime
Minister means anything by what he says. It is im-
possible sometimes to think that the Prime Minister
does not make mistakes of fact and that he is wrong
about facts,

Let us consider the explanation that he has given
about this Bill. He talked about the Antigua Esti-
mates, and how Mr, Bird had to apply seven times to
Trinidad to get the Estimates passed. It was never
necessary for Mr., Bird to go to Trinidad to get his
Estimates passed. The Prime Minister was confusing
the relationship between the Cabinet and a local
Government Council with the relationship between
Mz, Bird and Mr. Bradshaw.

5.00 p.m.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order. We:

2re now dealing with the .Clauses of this Bill, and the
hon. member is now replying to the address made
by the Hon. Minister of Finance. We are dealing with

the clauses of the Bill and not the principle of it, We:

are dealing with Clause 2, and I think it is quite out
of order for the hon. memberto reply to the Minister
of Finance now.

Sir. GRANTLEY ADAMS: On a point of order. I
wonder if the hon, member could reflect for a mo-
ment. You must not discuss the principle of the Bill

‘when it has been already passed. ] askthe hon, mem-

ber to pay me the compliment that I am speaking

from the experience which 1 have had in this House.-

If the hon. member makes a statement which is
wrong, he can be corrected when we: are in Commit-
tee. (Hon. N. W, BOXILL: He is not doing that; he is
making another speech).

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: I have been reminded
that I will be dealt with by the hon. jupior member
for St. Thomas. An hon. member said thatthe Prime
Minister has a dog who does his barking for him;but
he has two dogs to do the barking for him. If that is
what the Minister means, Iwill not pour out too much

on him. I find the Minister‘of Agriculture sheltering
the Prime Minister. Anyhow, I will conform as best

I can to the Standing Orders. The Prime Minister is
asking for $6 million more. He did not talk $6 million
worth to me; he only spoke about $1/2million to me.
It may be that one of us will move that the amount

be reduced to $1/2 million. It is possible under this:
Clause to dissent from the Clause withoutdissenting

from the principle. That i$ something for the hon.

member to think about. I do not think that $6 million "

is the amount to be asked for. The hon. member
wanted a loan' of $10 million and I want to be sure

that he will not batch up another loan of $6 million.

If the Prime Minister’s speéch is so fraught with
inaccuracies and he is so incapable of properunder-
standing, I hope that the Ministér of Agriculture will

join with me ingiving him a little less than $6 million
to play with when he goes on the money market. The

debate centred on less money being raised; the prin-
ciple of the Bill has been passed without dissent in
the House.

The Laws of Barbados permit loans to be raised
locally or loans to be raiséd in the United Kingdom.
What the Prime Ministér says about raising a loan
in Canadian dollars has no application within this
Act. That was irrelevant, and is not what is now being
said. The talk about Jamaica®’s experience inraising
$3 million to $5 million in New York, is only wool
being pulled over the eyes of hon. members. Those

considerations will not apply. Loans in Barbados are
only to be raised in Barbados or in England. There

cannot be any question of..c...s”

Hon., E. W, BARROW: On a point of order. Mr.

Chairman, I will not be misquoted. I said ‘‘in Cana-

dian dollars: as to the availability of the amount of
money in Canadian dollars.’” The Accountant General
was always the authority responsible for the issue of
the debentures. I made that abundantly clear, butthe

hon. member must have been sleeping. I never said

anything about going on the Toronto Stock Exchange.
We wanted Canadian dollars in Barbados.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: We had the Exchange
Control Bill last month., We camnot raise a loan'in
Canadian dollars in Barbados. Having it translated....

Hon. E. W. BARROW: The hon. member knows

the. condition of this loan. The Control Authority is
myself. If a person lends money to anybody in Bar-
bados, I will give that authority to repatriate those
funds in Canadian dollars. Any Solicitor or bank
manager will tell you that he will release this loan.
You cannot say that Canadian dollars are not legal
tender in Barbados. You go down the road and see if
a man would not snatch one out of your hand.
(L aughter) .

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: With all this talk about
loans to be raised in Canadian dollars, the Prime

Minister is anticipating me. The question of the re- =~

payment position of Canadian loans is another point
which only appears to be scientific when you put it
before the eyes of people who are not thinking deeply
about it, The Prime Minister is the Authority, You
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.docnot authorise the repayment on the higher rate of

interest. The Prime Minister is the Authority for the
movement out of Barbados:of hard currency, and if
he chooses to permit $1 5 millien when it is to be
$1 million woarani

Hon. E. W BARROW On a pointof order. Is the
hon. member suggesting that you should ask people
to use hard currency and that we should deny them
the right to get back their currency when they could
have invested anywhere? Is it that you cannot have

your money back? The hon. member could not be
serious.

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: He is the authority:
but you only ask if the Prime Minister has power to
do it. The Prime Minister speaks as if we are not
economically independent; Is the ‘Barbadian dollarto
be forever tied to sterling? In the Bahamas, is their
currency tied to snerlmg?

5,10 p.m.

If the Prime Minister is: saying so, I would be
glad if we had developed to the point.

- .Hon. E. W. BARROW: Iwould like the hon, mem-
ber to appreciate the fact that we are tied to the pound
sterling. I do invite anyone to see thatwe are tied to
the pound sterling by an Act of the Legislature when
we: joined the Eastern Caribbean Currency. As long
as you must continue to go the United Kingdom for
your loan, you would be tied to the national agencies
of Great Britain.

Mr, J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Upto year before last,
the Bahamas were tied to the Sterling area.

Therefore » Mr, Chairman, that is the price which
we are paying for raisingthe loanin London. The ex-~
planation has been given about $10 million and some

nonsense as to how you arrive atthis, This is another -

misstatement by the Prime Minister. He is talking
nonsense. He has to be financially ignorant not to
know that the probable subscribers to all Colonial
loans are other colonies. The Crown Agents take it
out of one book and put it in another, and when the

. loan is over=subscribed, the countties can know from
before. It may also be that somebody has money to

lend out, and then on the day that it is loaned, he goes
to the market ‘and says that he would like it loaned on
the open market. So when you say that a loan was
oversubscribed in 37 seconds, it means that the ap-
plications took you 37 seconds to open. Youcan very
well say that you knew it would have been over-
subgcribed two days ago. I do not believe the Prime
Minister is ignorant of that. Thatis knownto anybody
who follow the working of the London Market,

1f the Crown Agents want to guarantee a loan,
they can get it guaranteed. Exactly how? It has to
be raised with the Crown Agents - and by law, you

" have to deal with the Crown Agents. The Public Loan

Act of 1961 says it has to be raised by the Crown
Agents, That to some extent answers some of the
quaations.

-~ Hon, E. W.: BARROW: Mr, Speaker,whenyou say
two and a half percent, it really is just over two and

t

a half per cent. ‘It is really, 2.58 per cent, It is not
as much as 2.6 per cent,’

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: The payments are
£1,000 on the first £2 1/2 million. Then £750 on that
up to k12 million. The reporter is paid .0075 per
cent. ' '

- All my calculation makes it is two per cent.
The Prime Minister can check his figures again, if
he cares. Two and a half per cent and then .25 of
one per cent for advertising, The West Indies Stock
Exchange Ltd., do have advertising costs. Theydo not
have any redemption fees because they will not be
looking after the redemption. They will not have any
management fees; so the only fee which they have to
pay for is advertising., Those are the figures as far
as I can recall when the hon. senior member for
Christ Church had a copy.

As far as it appears to me, that 3 per cent may
be an unfair comparison.

I am glad to hear that the Prime Minister him-
self sald a quarter of one per cent was the figure
paid locally to banks and brokers.

Mr. Chairman, you must give the Prime Minister
full credit for the statement which he made in here.
He said that the banks and insUra.noe companies were
the people who could handIea.ll the prospectuses. I
put it down in writing. I ask for a copy because I am
going to write to these banks and ask them to put it
in writing. |

Mr. Speaker, as far as the Opposition is con-
cerned, $10 million is a large amount, (JS//0/S)

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am going to make an appeal
to hon. members. While an hon. member is speaking,
Standing Order 29 (6) says all other hon. members
should be silent, or shall confer only in undertones.

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, I was
speaking on the point of $10 million. The Prime Min-
ister said that we were saddled in the loan of $4 1/2
million with a charge of one percent more.

5.20 p.m.

Now he wants to raise another loan of $10 million,

Hon, E, W. BARROW: On the 28th August we
issued a prospectus for $1 1/2 million locally. We
are keeping the reserve between now and the end of
the period when the new Development Programme
starts. Therefore since the 1967 loan, we have gone
one with a local issue of $1.5 million. In early 1966
we raised $1 million. Later in the year in November
we will not need to raise local money on the local
market, We are going to the London Market for $1 1/2
million, which we hope to accommodate within the
$4 1/2 million that we have. ‘

We have drawings pending loans to be reim-
bursed. There is a reason why we tried to get loans
locally. When the hon. member talks about $10 mil-

lion, I am not asking for $10 million. I never went ;
for $10 million, because I knew from the outset that

it was unlikely to get $10 million. Right now we have




819

™

authority to raise $10 million, but we are going on.
the London market for the + 1.5 million.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I am glad of the ex~
planation that the additional money asked for will
not be handled by the West Indies Stock Exchange
again, because nothing would induce me to vote for
that sort of thing. I would still want to be assured
that the extra amount which the Prime Minister is
planning to raise locally between now and November
will be raised properly. The London market is being
approached. The Prime Minister knows as well as 1
do that the Crown Agents are still the best sources
to deal with. As far as we are concerned, we have a
great deal more trust in the Crown Agents than in
Mr. Bruce Procope or Mr., Ken Patrick, We have to
observe not enly how things are done, but how things
look.

It has been revealed in this House that $135,000
has been paid out of the Treasury,Itis a larger sum
than is going to be paid to the Crown Agents. It has
also been revealed that some of the recipients are
the close friends of the Prime Minister,

Hon. E. W, BARROW: I never said that anybody
received any money, I said that I happento know two
people who are Directors and not even necessarily
participants of any profits of the Company, I know
that it is a Trinidad registered company, and that Mr.
Procope is a member. I am not prepared to get up
here and make any comments on the Crown Agents.

Mr, CHAIRMAN: Standing Order No, 44 states:

““Any Committee to which a Bill is committed
shall not discuss the principle of the Bill, but only its
details,”

I should be grateful if hon. members would confine
themselvs to this Standing Order,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I should like to know how
I should speak on this matter. I should like you to
rule on this matter,

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: The relationshipof the
principle to the details is this: we do not think that
the Local loan of $4 1/2 million was raised in keep-
ing with the best principles. The Bill which we are
now discussing seeks to give the Prime Minister
power to put another loan in the hands of the West

Indies Stock Exchange, and we are going to question
it,

Mr.,
states:

CHAIRMAN: Standing Order No, 42 (2)

‘“No ‘instruction shall be moved to order a
Committee to make a provision in a Biil nor to
empower a Committee to make a provision, ifit
already has power to make such provision.”

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: 1am obliged to you for

pointing that out, I believe that if the Prime Minister
will give us a frank answer, we may get on very well,

as some times the Prime Minister is reasonable,but
we: can well imagine ourselves being invited ‘once
again to agree to 3% for local loans. In the circum-
stances he has described, we may find it hard to say
that it is reasonable. I am certainly in favour of
raising a loan in London. I should be glad to see the
St. Thomas Post Office rebuilt, instead of being in-
fested by local racketeers and little Humpty-
Dumpties running in and out. I would like the Prime
Minister to have money to carry out the capital works
in St. Thomas. I would like to see him doing some-
thing constructive in that area. The capital works
call for a new Post Office in St. Thomas.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: This loan calls for $6 million.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: The Post Office build-
ing would not cost much. We would be glad to see the
capital works being carried out and not just be mere
political promises. We know that people at the Public
Works Department and the Ministry of Works are
being laid off every day. People from Hopewell came
to me and said that they cannot get work.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I do not see Hopewell here.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Ona point of order, Are

you ruling that, when we are discussing the Public:

Loan Bill, we can talk only about money? In bringing
out points, we cannot talk about anything else?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I rule that it is not a point of
order.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: As long as you continue
with these interruptions, I will have to rise to a point
of order.

Mrx., CHAIRMAN: 1 have ruled that this is not a
point of oxder.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: You are standing up in
order to get me to sit down. Is not that a sign of
weakness? ,

Mr. J. M, G. M, ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I hope
you will give other hon. members the same protection
from interruption, I also hope you will give us pro~-
tection from the hon. junior member for St. Thomas.
(ASIDES).

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: On a point of order, Is
the hon. member in order? I call onthe Chairman to
call on the hon. membexr to withdraw that remark. I

object to the hon. member calling me an idiot.
5.30 p.m.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I rule that there was no mem-
ber addressing the Chair.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Are you going on with
that nonsense?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: There Was no hon. member ad-
dressing the Chair. I call on the hon, senior member
for St. Thomas to proceed, If hon. memberswho are

iz o R A

o

- B . B



820

. sitting want to carry on that type of behaviour, I will

insist in doing what 1 have the powerto do. I am call-
ing on the hon. senior: member for St, Thomas to
proceed with the debate. "

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman,......

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, I am in~
terrupting on-a point of order. According to Your
Honour's ruling, I can curse and swear and, worse
still, I can sit down and say thatI was not addressing
the Chaix. I am not addressing the Chair and there-
fore 1cango on cursing for the balance of the evening.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: There is a Standing Order 29
(6) which says - and I have already asked hon. mem-
bers to observe this Standing Order - this:-

‘“While a Member is speaking, all other Mem-
bers shall be silent or shall confer only in under-
tones, and . shall not make unseemly interruptions.”’

- That is the Standing. Order which I have already

asked hon. members to ohserve. Let the hon. senior
member for St. Thomas proceed.

Mr. J. M. G, M.:ADAMS: Is the hon. member
suggesting that{ am afraid of him? He should try to
inspire fear in his own household; he cannot inspire
fear in any of us. :

Mr.. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is not pro-
ceeding with the Clause which.is before us.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Will you allow the hon.
member to bring the Chair into disgrace? You have
been on a Course, have you profited by it?

Mx. CHAIRMAN: I believe that this behaviour
will bring this Chamber down. I am appealing again
to hon. membexrs to observe the Standing Orders which
they have before them. Let the hon. senior member
for St. Thomas proceed to deal with the Clause which
is before us.

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, this

% Clause seeks to raise the borrowing limit of the

&

Public Loan Act, 1961, from $24 million to $30 mil-
lion, and the Public Loan Act permits this money
to be spent on works and servicés set out in the
Development Programme. This Programme deals
with the building of a Post Office in St, Thomas. 1
would be glad to hear from the Minister of Finance
or the Minister responsible for the Post Office that
if we pass this Clause, this amount includes the Post
Office, and the building on the Rock Hall site will be
one of the purposes for which the money will be spent.
That is one of the considerations which will influence
my vote - whether the parish of St. Thomas will be
properly handled in the Capital Works Programme.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I should like to point out
to both hon. members for St. Thomas that there is no
question of partiality. The time for discussing what is
for St. Thomas is when we are discussing the De~
velopment Plan. All of that will be handled in the
Blan, We cannot go outside what is before the Legis~

lature, and if there is anything desirable in St.
Thomas, you will get it early.

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I believe that the Prime
Minister was not speaking to me alone. I hope that the
junior member for St, Thomas will bear inmind that
he has had to be reproved. The school master had
to show him the cane three times.

The question that ¢lause 2 stand part of the Bl was

put and rexoleed in the affirmative without division,

On the motion of Hon, A, Dat’, EDVARDS  scconded
by tion, Go (00 FEEGUSSON, the (HLAIRY AN reported e
passiiig of the Bill in Comwattee,

ro SPEYKER resumed the (leair and reported aceor-

din !//!/ .

On separale potions of Hono Ao Dac, OV 100K se-
conded by Hon, G060 FERGUSSON, the Bill was read

therd time and pussed,

5.40 p.m

Hon, E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, Government
Business is completed and 1 now beg to move that
this House be adjourned until 2 p.m. so that there
should not be any 1nfr1ment on Private Members’
Business.

(A VOICE: What date?)
(ANOTHER VOICE: Why 2.00 p.m.?)

Let hon. members indicate if they prefer 2.30
p.m. ofruntll 12,00 (noon) on Tuesday 7th November.
(4 PAUSE)

It seems as if hon, members would like the ad-
journment to be until 2,30 p.m. on Tuesday, 7th No-
vember, v

I should like to inform hon. membersthat on the
23rd October, the Heads of independent countries in
the West Indies,the Premiers of Honduras and the
Bahamas, and the Windwards and Leeward Islands,
have agreed to hold a conference in Barbados and
hon. members will be invited to the opening cere-
mony.

I should also like to invite hon. members to at~
tend Barbados National Day at Expo’67 onthe 21st of
this month.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I think I have informa-
tion that the hon. member could have invited other
persons along with himself to go to Expo® on Bar-
bados National Day. The hon. member should have
said so before.

1 really rose to suggest an amendment to the
motion whichwas moved just now. It is that this House
be now adjourned until next Tuesday inorderthat we

can get the necessary thixigs completed. One would
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have thought that would have been done.lwant to re-
mind Your Honour of these important things that
Your Honour was reminded that this House should do
before we go on recess.

I do not think sufficient attention has been given
to the West Indies Hospital Funds Limited Bill, and
it would be far better for both the Oppesition and the
Government to have some discussion over it as to
having it finished before we take the recess. Mem-
bers of the Opposition are quite willing to work with
the Government. It is my opinion that we would not
take more than an hour to finish discussion on that.
We would give the assurance that we would not spend
more than twenty minutes on that Bill. Itis better to
finish dealing with it now thanleaving iton the Order
Paper. I do not remember the number of the mem-
bers of the Opposition who spoke on it.

Let us agree that this House meet next Tuesday.
I do not mind our meeting at 2,30 p.m. the usual time,
but that Bill should be completed. Let us get together
for once ~- if I can put it this way - with the Leader
of the House. I do suggest that this meeting be held
especially to deal with the important items of Pri-
vate Members’ Business on the OrderPaper which
should be cleared of' and then have the recess next
Tuesday.

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, speaking on the ad-
journment, I take it that the Hon. Prime Minister
has issued an invitation to hon. members to visit
Expo* 67. If the Prime Minister is acting in good
faith, he should leave out some of those Ministers
and Government Officials so that some other mem-~
bers from this side of the House would be able to go.

It is supposed to be what is called Barbados Na-
tional Day. The Government is representing a cer-
tain percentage of the people of this Island and we
are representing a certain percentage. The percen-
tage of which people which we represent should be
represented there too. 1 am not begging you, but if
.you give me the trip, I am taking it.

Now, Sir, for the Independence Celebrations held
here last year, this Government invited some of
everybody whom they could remember from over-
seas, and paid all their expenses, transport, hotel
and everything of the sort. That was very generous
of us; yet now on Barbados National Day at Expo’
67 and no Opposition member is asked to go up. It
looks very badly. Mr. Prime Minister, take it very
seriously. It looks Very badly. It is selfish, We are
members of this Honourable Chamber, we represent
some of the people, and surely, at least one of the
members of the Opposition should be going up to
Expo’67

_ ‘lhere is nothmg wrong in that, but as I under-
stand it, the Prime Minister was asked to send up
to the number of twelve. I am not to be included be-
cause I do not stand so goodinmy fog pocket; there-

fore, I cannot go up on rny own expense.
5.50 p.m.

I am appealing to the Hon, Prime Minister to
take this matter seriously, and let Barbados know

.that we are coming together, at least, onone matter.

We are representing people; we are not representing
crapaux; we are representing human beings. The
Prime Minister and his Ministers are doing the same
thing. It is not fair, and it looks one-sided. The

_money that will be spent to take the Governor-General

and others to Canada is part of my money and the
money of the general public. If consideration is not
given to sending members of the Opposition to Canada,
then it would not be fair.

Again, this Order Paper is filled with Private
Members’ Business. I feel that if the Government is
not prepared to give us sufficient time to clear the
Order Paper of Private Members’ Business, then
set aside a day for Private Members’ Business and
let us complete the job. It is no sense our getting up
in this House Tuesday after Tuesday asking questions,
introducing Resolutions and so on and leaving them
on the Order Paper. It would look as though we are
fooling the people. Give usone day to clear the Oxder
Paper. If you are going to come backnext Tuesday at
twelve o’clock, that would give us an opportumty to
clear the Order Paper.

I cannot remember the Rule in the Standing Or-
ders which deals with the setting aside of unfinished
matters when the House goes into recess. Thereis a
Rule that if Orders remain on the Order Paper for
a certain period they will have to come off the Order
Paper. You are going to adjourn now until the 7th
November - very nearly three months - and these
Orders can go by themselves, That is mnot good
encugh. You will now muzzle the ox that treads the
corn. Hon., members over here are not taking this
matter seriously. This is a very serious matter,
Either adjourn until twelve o’clock next Tuesday and
let us clear the Order Paper, or give us a day to
clearthe Order Paper, I am prepared to come back
here tomorrow or Friday to do work.

We accommodate the Government at all times
to do its business. The Government has succeeded
in doing its business today. Letus clearoff our busi-
ness, too. For that reason, I respecfully beg to move
that this House do now adjourn until Tuesday next at
twelve o’clock.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I will
withdraw my motion and second the hon. member’s
motion.

The question that thes House do now adjourn  wntil
Tvesday, 19th September at 12 noon was put and resolved

in the ne gative, the House dividing as follows:-

AYES: Messrs. LYNCH, MOTTLEY, HINDS,
CRAIG, J. M. G. M. ADAMS, Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS,
SMITH ard’'St, JOHN - 8,

NOES: Mr. YEARWOOD, HON'BLES E. W.
BARROW, G. G. FERGUSSON, A, DaC, EDWARDS,
N. W, BOXILL, Messrs, LOWE, CORBIN, SARGEANT
SPRINGER, WEEKES and HOPPIN - 11.

Mr, SMITH: Mr. Speaker, before you put the next
question, I would like to make an explanation. I raised
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a question just now that, according to the Standing
Orders, certain Resolutions on the Order Paper are
liable to come off when the House goes into recess.
Would this House agree that the items remainon the
Order Paper during the time the House isin recess,
so that we may not be deprived of our rights? The
numbers are against me, and 1 cannot do anything
about this matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: In this case it is not the mem-
bers that are against the hon. member; it is the
Standing Orders. The Leader of House cannot, in a
rash manner, suspend the Standing Orders.

The question that this ffouse do now adjourn until
Tuesday, 7th November, 1967, at 2,30 p.m. was put and re-

solved in the affirmative without division,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: (Stting and
Mr. Speaker, 1 wish to draw attention to the fact that
the Standing Orders do not have to be suspended in
every case.

covered)

Mr. SPEAKER: This House now stands adjourned
until Tuesday, 7th November, 1967 at 2.30 p.m,
6.00 p.m.






