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Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of As- 
sembly met a t  12.15 p.m. o'clock today. 

PRESENT 
1 

* t*, 

His Honour J. E. T. BRANCKER, . Q.C., F.Z.S., 
($peaker); Mr. t. E .  SMfTH, J,P.; Hon. K. N. R. 

 HIIS IS BANDS, 6.P. ME. 6, .ST. A. ,HOLDER, Hon. J. C. 

TUDOR, WA,, fLeader &the House); Mr. J .  W. CORBIN, 
J.P.;"Hon. G .  a. FERG~~?!$#N, (Minister o f  Trade,, Tour- 
ism; Co-operatives and ~ i s h e r i e s l ;  Mr. R. ST.C. WEEKES, 
J.P.; MI. %. R.XOWE; JP.+Hon. N. W. BOXILL, (Minis- 

% 
f& of Comm~nlricadon~ and Works); Sir G .  H. ADAMS, 

c$%., 'p.~.. ,- -- , B& ;D..C.L. (Hon). (Leader o f  the Oppo- 
* 

sitiod, Hia &now G~-@. SARQEANT, (Deputy S-r); 

Mr. C. A. E. HOPPIH, J.P.; Mr. L. S. CRAIG; Mr. J. B. 
SPBINQER; and Mr. H. B. ST. JOHN, LL.B., 

i -  
Prayers were read -' 

' '" Mr. H I ~ B S ,  !+&#OTTLEY and Mr. J .  M .  G. M .  ADAMSen- 

tered the Chamber and took thek'seats. 

MINUTES 
Mr. SPEAKER: 1hqafraid there a r e  no Minutes 

i n ~ ~ a q a y ; $  fQr cpgfirmation. I have the hon- 
Bur to fnfpsm the House% that I have received a letter 
from the Audkor General's Office dated 16th De- 
cember, 19q. , . . 

'%rL ' 

In acwrdance wit$ #heL,provisions of Section 26 
(3j"iof dq, FLnancial A@nfnistration and Audit Act, 
1994 as, a f a e w d  by, the Plrrancial Administratbn 
aqd' ~ u d G  &t, f 967, Z have the honour to submit my 
repan on the results  of the examination of the ac- 
counts a f , b  Islnndfor the year ended 31st March, 
1962.' , I t  

1 have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

G. B. Brsndfard, 
Auditor Genstal." 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, before the business 
of the day is proceeded with, I would like to draw to 
your attention that I am in here without an Order 
Paper, and I do not know what is to go on. I have no 
0 r d e l  Paper and no knowledge sf what is  to be dealt 
with. What is the position? 

SECOND SESSION 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: Imuch regret  that Order Papers 
were not sent out. I had thought that they might well 
have &en cyclostyled yesterday morning and sent 
out by despatch r ider yesterday afternoon. That was 
not done, The printed Order Papers were ready o@y 
this morning, I understand, and they have bee 
informed, circulated to members. I very mu 
gret the delay, but members will bear in 
we met last Satqrday and our Governmen 
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does not seem able to break the speed limit. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, it is the duty of 
the Opposition to be able to make some sor t  of con- 
tribution, and if nothing is laid on the Table a s  an 
Order Paper to tell you what you a r e  to do today, 
how can you make any valuable contribution to what 
is  to be done? This hustling and rushing of things is 
just not good- enough. I am now told that something 
has been put on the Table in front of me. What am I? 

. I  do not know how other members feel about it, but 
this is how I feel, and I hope this will not happen again, 
because you know that when you were Leader of the 
Opposition, and the Leader 'of the House knows that 
when he was in Opposition, you both would take a 
strong stand ggainst this. As a matter of fact, you 
would refuse to do any business a t  all today. We met 
last  Saturday, it is true, and there was Sunday,and 
yesterday, and todqy is Tuesday when something is 
put before us. I do not know what Bills a r e  on the ' 
Order Paper. This is just not rip6ht. Hasty legisla- 
tion is generally bad and inferior legislation. 

Mr. LYNCH entered the Chamber and took his seat. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I am 
rather surprised at  the hon. member who has just 
sat down being s o  quiet. How in the name of heaven, 
in Human Right6 Week of all times, a r e  we, a Minor- 
ity group, to si t  down and be prepared to o&n some - 
thing which appears only after we got in the House 
and take our seats  and debate it? I have just opened 
my parcel. 



Mr. A. DaC. EDWARDS e n t e r e d ~ k  Chamber and fookhis 

seat. 

How in the name of Heaven could we possibly 
reasonably, sensibly take part in a debate when we 
have not evenread what is put before us? I am going 
much farther than the hon. member who has just sat  
down. Iam putting it to the Hon. Leader of the House 
that he cannot claim to be in a democratic Parlia- 
ment and go on with any of these things today. Over 
and over again they seem to forget that it is not 
enough just to depend on their majority. What has just 
happened with the late Minister of Agriculture is only 
another instance of the fact that human nature will 
revolt. We have a Prime Minister who is an absolute 
South American dictator, and sooner o r  later he will 
get everybody against him, not only the ex-Minister 
of Agriculture. There is this attitude of "You talk as  
muchas you like, we will out-vote you; therefore we 
do what we like." We come in here and before we 
have time even to read the Order Paper, business 
starts. This meeting should be adjourned. Over and 
over again these fantastic documents come to us say - 
ingthat in the public interest it is necessary to have 
an earl ier  meeting before next Tuesday, and when 
we have the earl ier  meeting, what does it amount to? 
Take the Income Tax Bill. It was adjourned again and 
again although we were summoned here to a special 
meeting to be told we were going to do the Income 
Tax Act. 

What I did a short time ago I will do, maybe, for 
the last time. I am going to say to the Leader of the 
House that he has visibly changed recently, and that 
he will listen to what the Opposition says. A couple 
of months ago he did not. Apparently he too has sum- 
moned up a little courage and is fighting his boss, 
his big chief, his South American dictator. I appeal 
to him now to see that the Opposition co-operate with 
him and help the Government to get through the busi - 
ness they have; but he should no longer adopt the a t -  
titude that because the Government have a majority, 
they need ignore the wishes of the Opposition. How 
in the name of Heaven can you put a man in the Law 
Court, charge him only after he is  in the dock with 
anoffence, and he has no means of knowing what you 
charge him with until he is  put in the dock and told 
that on such-and-such a day he committed assault 
and battery o r  whatever it is? A fortiori, when it 
comes to Parliament, members of the House should 
come into this House knowing what the Government 
is asking them to debate o r  to agree to - not waiting 
until they sit down here! It was only after prayers 
had been finished that I even opened this parcel, and- 
I must repeat - I go farther than the hon. senior mem - 
ber for Bridgetown and suggest to the Leader of the 
House that he knows that in the last  month o r  so I 
couldnot be more affable with him, quite unlike what 
used to happen three o r  four months ago. He could 
not possibly wish for  a more co-operative person 
than the Leader of the Opposition. We a r e  co- 
operative r i t h  him; he must be co -operative with us. 
Forget today; forget these new things and let us go 
on with the things left over from last  week. 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr Speaker, I join with my colleagues 
on this side in making criticism as  to how the Order 

Paper has been received by members on this side. 
What I would like to draw to your attention, Sir, is 
that Item No. 5 under Government Business, which 
is  the Third Reading of a Bill to provide for the e s -  
tablishment of a Provident Fund out of which pre - 
scribed benefits may be paid to sugar workers and 
for matters connected therewith and incidental there- 
to, is to be moved by the Hon. DaCosta Edwards 
andaccording to a broadcast last  night, I understand 
that the Hon. DaCosta Edwards' portfolio has been 
removed from him. I can therefore only consider 
that this Order Paper is wrong, and I would like you 
to give me a Ruling on this before I can si t  down here 
to carry out my duties to the people of Barbados. I 
cannot support anything on the Order Paper today 
unless you give me a Ruling on this, because to the 
best of my knowledge, as  from 12 o'clock last night, 
the Hon. DaCosta Edwards can no longer move the 
Third Reading of a Bill, and I await Your Honour's 
Ruling . 
12.25 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a matter on which I have 
any Ruling to give o r  on which I have any official in- 
formation. I would say in respect of the hon. mem- 
bers who have made their points - the hon. senior 
member for Bridgetown and the Hon. Leader of the 
House - that I could not agree with them more a s  to 
the fact that copies of this Order Paper were not c i r -  
culated yesterday afternoon. I said that to Mr. Clerk; 
I see no reason why they could not have been cyclo- 
styled yesterday morning and circulated yesterday 
afternoon. I quite understand that the Government 
Printery could not have them printed before today 
because of the rate a t  which they do their work. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Could not they have printed 
them and got overtime for printing them and sent 
them around by a policeman to members of the House? 

Mr. SPEAKER: They certainly could have been 
sent out by despatch riders. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: And you could pay them over- 
time for printing them. This just is not right. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I suggest to hon. members, and 
inany event the Hon. Leader of the House has caught 
my eye, that he would explain his feeling about the 
matter and what business he proposes to do. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I share the h- 
dignationof hon. members a t  the fact that the Order 
Paper did not arrive when it should have arrived 
and that it has not been in the hands of hon.members. As 
a rfiatter of fact, my own copy of the Order Paper 
has just come and I have not been able to look a t  it 
yet. It is, however, very strange that a matter which 
concerns the whole House and the conduct of the 
business of the House should be turned into an attack 
on the Government. The Hon. Leader of the Opposi- 
tion must know that I do not print the Order Paper; 
the printing, publication and getting ready - the 
preparation of House documents does not rest  in my 
responsibility; consequently, the question as  to whe- 
ther we have numbers o r  not could not be relevant 



to this matter. It 4 interesting to hear now that we 
have numbers, when we used to hear that if he raises 
his little finger he can get four o r  five of us. He will 
have to lengthen his finger now; that is all. 

The real point is this, Mr. Speqker. Obviously, 
if hon. members have not had the documents which 
shouldproperly be discussed a t  today's meeting, the 
matters to which these documents refer cannot be 
discussed. (Hear, hear!) That is the situation in this 
House and there is no need to generate more indig- 
nation that we can conveniently contain over a trivial 
matter like this. If the several Orders or  any of them 
havenot been circulated to hon. members, they can- 
not be proceeded with; but lest people outside the 
House might read comments which we make and mis - 
understand the whole situation, I would like to say 
that some of the matters which a r e  on today's Order 
Paper were given notice of as  recently o r  as far  
back as  last Tuesday andpossibly the Tuesday be- 
fore, while others of them have been circulated in 
cyclo-styled formto hon. members either on Friday 
o r  on Saturday, so that the charge that hon. members 
have not studied all of the matters o r  any of them is 
not strictly a valid charge. Some of them hon. mem- 
bers a r e  familiar with, and the new ones will not be 
proceeded with. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: All right; we will go 
on with those. 

ILLNESS OF THE DEPUTY CLERK 

Mr. SPEAKER: I regret to have to inform the 
House that I have received another let ter  from Mr. 
H. L. Thomas, Deputy Clerk, in comiection with his 
healthandhe is not in a position to attend this House 
today. He includes a Certificate from Dr. Richard 
Haynes which states this: "This patient is unfit for 
work by reason of an acute bronchial neuritis, and I 
have recommendedone week's leave for him a s  from 
13.12,68," 

I can certify that the signature is that of Dr. 
Richard G. Haynes, M.B., C.H.B.; M.R.C.P.E. 

LEAVEOFABSENCETODEPUTYCLERK 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
&at Mr. H. L. Thomas, Deputy Clerk, be granted 
one -week's leave of absence as  from today. 

Hen. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolued in the affirmatiue 

without division. 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING DEPUTY CLERK 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Mr. G. W. Allen, Solicitor, be appointed to act 
a s  Deputy Clerk during the absence of Mr.  H. L. 
Thomas, Deputy Clerk. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I will 
second that, but I hope that in future the words 
"duringthe absence" will be left out because some- 
times tbe official may walk in. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmatiue with; 

Qut division. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW entered the House and took his seat. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give 
notice of a Resolution to place the sum of $160 a t  the 
disposal of the Government to supplement the Esti- 
mates 1968-69,Part I-Current, a s  shown in the Sup- 
plementary Estimates 1968-69 No. 56 which form 
the Schedule to the Resolution. 

I also beg to give notice of a Bill to amend the 
Companies Act, 1910. 

Also, a Bill to make provision for determining 
the valuation of land for taxation rating and other 
purposes and for matters connected therewith o r  
incidental thereto. 

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give 
notice of my intention to move the House into Com- 
mittee of Supply a t  its next meeting in order to deal 
with the Money Resolution of which notice has just 
been given. 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

On the motion of Hon. E.  W .  BARROW, seconded by Ron. 

J .  C. TUDOR, a Bill to amend the Companies Act, 1910, read 

a first time. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I b e g t o  
move that a Bill to make provision for determining 
the valuation of land for taxation rating and other 
purposes andfor matters connected therewith o r  in- 
cidental thereto be now read a f i rs t  time. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in @e affirmative with- 
out division. 

SUSPENSION O F  STANDING ORDERS 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, ff the other 
side has no objection, I beg to move the suspension 
of Standing Orders Nos. 5, 14, 16, 18, 19, 40 and 45 
for the remainder of today's sitting. 

There is a Parliamentary Reply which is ready 
and, if a t  the appropriate time hon. members wish 
ro consider items of Private Members' Business, 
perhaps, they would like to indicate. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I shouldlike to second 
this, Sir, but the hon. Leader of the ~ o % s e  should 
tell us why he is suspending the Standing Orders. 
What does he propose to do which could not nor- 
pal ly  be done if he did not suspend the Standing 
Orders? 



Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr.  Speaker, as the hon, 
member knows, If we do not suspend the Standing 
Orders,we cannot do all of the items that we should 
do today, exclusive of the ones that have not been 
printed, because when the moment of interruption 
comes, if the House is a t  that time in a heated de- 
bate, it is open to hon. members opposite then to say 
that the matter is controversial and we cannot con- 
tinue after half -past eight. I should think that hon. 
members wouldwish to finish what could be done to- 
day, so that we can go into the Christmas Recess 
with that concluded. 

Sir  GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, the hon. 
Leader of the House is an expert in the use of the 
English language. What does he propose to do? I am 
sure  that since I have been back in the House there 
has never been any question of the Opposition say- 
ing that we a r e  not going on with such-and-such a 
thing, o r  we a r e  not going to allow something to be 
debated because it is controversial. I would suspend 
the Standing Orders tomorrow if it would help the 
business of the House, I am asking the Leader of the 
House to let us know what he proposes to do so that I 
can settle the motion for suspension. Let him tell 
us what he wants to do. It is  a simple question, 

Hon. J. C. TUD0R:Mr. Speaker, the hon. mem- 
bers will notice that we have in Committee of Supply 
five items, at  least four of which we will do today. 
Apart from the Committee of Supply, there a r e  nine 
other items listed of which we should like to do six. 
This means a long stay in Committee of Supply and 
sixother items. It does not seem that, with the meal 
adjournments, we can finish all of these 5y half -past 
eight. I do not know, and, a s  we all want to get away 
for the Christmas Recess, I think this is the most 
sensible thing to do. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I must 
repeat that the Opposition a r e  more than anxious to 
co-operate with the Government, especially when the 
Government is now beginning to show sense. As far  
a s  I know, and I cannot answer for the hon. members 
forthe City,every member of the Opposition is  will- 
ing to si t  here until midnight, so  that we do not have 
to come back next week. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, we cannot si t  
until midnight unless you suspend the standing Orders. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I will 
second the motion for the suspension of the Standing 
Orders on the understanding that whatever business 
we can do tonight, we will do. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative with- 

out division. 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING CHAIRMAN 
OF COMMITTEES 

Hen. 9. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that the hon. junior member for St, George be ap- 
pointed Chairman of Committees for today's sitting. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSOM: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmatiue Jth- 

out diuision. 

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Government Business be now taken. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question was put cad resolved in the 4firmatiue with- 

out division. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first  Order of the Day un- 
de r  Government Business stands in the name of the 
hon. Leader of the House, and it is to move the House 
into Committee of Supply to consider the grant of 
sums of money for the service of the Island. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the 
House go into Committee of Supply. 

Hon. G .  G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative with- 

out division, and Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House 

went into Committee o f  Supply, Mr. HOPPIN in the Chair. 

A Resolution for $300,000 was called. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1968-69 NO. 45 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Chairman, a s  the Ad- 
dendum sets out, the Transport Board has been un- 
able to pay its sundry creditors due to the fact that 
its operating expenditure has been exceeding its 
revenue. 

I do not h o w  if 1 need to go way back even past 
1955, Mr. Chairman, on this Resolution. Those of us 
who were around in the early Twenties will remem- 
ber that the f irst  form of public transportation, a s  
far  a s  I know, was the tramcars. I remember that 
the de$t fo r  the tramcars was where the Electric 

a Company now stores their poles. When the trams 
got nearto the office of the Electric Company they used 
to attadh two more mules - because the ca r s  used 
to be pulled by mules - to get them over the Garri-  
son Hill and as  far  a s  the triangle between the Drill 

: Hall and the Police Post, and then they would dis - 
connect these mules and carry  them back. So Bar- 
bados apparently, before the United States, had mule 
power, whereas the lat ter  decided to use horse power. 
After that, Mr. Chairman, we had'the three-pedalled 
Ford, and some chap came here and started with the 
Fly buses, andthese used to ply between Bridgetown 
and the Oistins route. 

The reason why I am mentioning this is because 
there is a very pertinent point which I want to bring 



out. During that time in the early Twenties, a man 
With a family used to work for a s  little a s  six shil- 
lings per week, and of this amount he had to pay four 
centE:Q gat from the Drill Hall to Bethel Church, and 
ifyoupass there now you will see "Cars stop here.". 
Afterwards, we had thc? Express buses, the National 
h s e s  and the Lincoln, and everybody got into the 
business. If you went to Pwama o r  the United States 
and came back with a few cents, you would put your- 
self in the bus business cis open a rum shop. During 
that time, Mr. Chairman, a tyre used to cost in the 
vicinity of $15 and $16. The hon. senior member for 
Bridgetown says you could get some for $10. I would 
not know because I could not buy a tyre then. Gaso- 
lene at that time was as, low as  23 cents a gallon. As 
time went by, gasolene and accessories started to 
go up, Not only that, Mr. Chairman. The price paid 
to conductors and drivers also went up, because the 
standardof living was going up; but bus fares did not 
ga up, andwe on both si@s ~f this Chamber remem- 
ber the famous st&@ment that "bus fares would be 
raised over my dead body". We have lived to see 
that a lot of people have died, and bus fares did even- 
tually have to be raised. (Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: 
Not until after the deqdbody went to Trinidad to live .) 

As a result of that, in 1955,inadvertently in my 
opinion - and I still hold this opinion that the Gov- 
ernment had absolutaly no right to be running any 
bus service because the country is too small for it - 
Government took over the buses. The cancession- 
aires thenasked this Government f ~ r  an increase in 
bus fares, and because it w s  1955 and elections 
were in 1956, politics waa &xpd with the people's 
welfare. Immediately after &@ 1956 elections, things 
tooka different turn. The h a e s  were taken over, Mr. 
Chairman, f r o m  the various concessionaires. Some 
of the buses, in my opinion, were not even good for 
the scrap heap, but because it was Government, 
everything was thrown in and the then Government 
was not even geared a t  the time to run any bus s e r -  
vice, because they took the buses, put them in the 
yard of the Department of Highways and Transport 
which was situated where the Bus Stand now is,  and 
the only thing that was not stolen was a conductor. It 
was a real  fiasco. Everybody put his hands in, and 
as a result we had to ask the House to write off $2 
million for the Transport Board. 

The Transport Board has been "pinging" along 
in a kind of haphazard way. The trouble with the 
Transport Board, as I have said before, is that they 
have some Mercedes Benz buses which a r e  over 20 
years old, and some a re  not even fit to be on the road. 
They also have quite a number of gasolene busee &at 
they have to keep patching up to keep on the wad be - 
cause the Board finds it difficult to make money. It 
is one of these paradoxical cases. The Transport 
Board is carrying passengers at a cheaper rate per 
mile to themselves than the other concessionaires, 
but I believe that one of the reasons for their diffi- 
culties is thatwe all know that these Statutory bodies 
have always been hot beds for hand-outs to political 
hangers-on. (Claps) I am glad to hear you clapping. 
12.55 p.m. 

The Transport Board with a fleet of 97 buses 
was employing over 500 people. (Asides) 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will fhe Hon. Minister continue 
his discourse? 

Hon. N. W, BOXILL: The Transport Board, with 
97 buses when this Government came into power, dis - 
covered that they had something like over 500 peo - 
ple employed, whereas the private concessionaires, 
with fa r  more buses, were only employing 200 odd 
people. But that is the kind of thing you get. We all 
know about the fiasco with the Federal buses - or& 
least, what was claimed - and, a s  a result of a most 
lucrative route being given away, the Transport 
Board found itself operating in the red; and the only 
time that the Board has ever found itself operating 
in the black w@s sometime last  year. For its 13 
years,  the f i rs t  time that the Board has operated in 
the black was thea, but we all know what happened. 
It hadnot well start4 to use the black ink before the 
Union made their demands; the Board had to meet 
the Union's demands, and gone was the black ink 
back to a heavy red ink. That has been the plague of 
the Transport Board from its inception. 

I want also to remind hon. members of this 
Chamber that apart  from this $300,000 - this is only 
to pay off outstanding debts with sundry creditors ,but 
that has absolutely nothing to do with the contract 
with the Union which will expire sometime this month; 
so it means that the Transport Board will be further 
in the red. We all know that transport in any countly, 
no matter what size it may be, is a vital segment of 
the community. If you do not have transport, it means 
that the whole economy comes toastandstill; be- 
cause, if people cannot get to work, the stores can- 
not be opened; and if the stores cannot be opened, 
then people cannot buy the necessary things. If the 
driversdo not drive, it means that quite a n u m k r  of 
things, one ri?lat& to the other, will go wrong; and 
the Government, and not only the Government, will 
find itself in a mast invidious position. That is why 
weare  asking this Chamber today to approve of this 
$30,000 for the Transport Board, because some of 
these debts have b a n  long outstanding, some of them 
a r e  fairly enormous, and therefore I a m  appealing 
to hon, members on the opposite side of the House 
to give this Resolution their wholehearted support, 
If them la anything which they want to know and it is 
withtn my province dealing with the Transpon Board, 
I am willing to anewer; but I would not like hon. 
members to ask which conductor is on Route 10 o r  
on Route 15, because I do not know. I do not even 
know the routes; I a m  t&,Mbister and not the con- 
ductor. Mr. Chairman, with those few words I will 
s i t  down anid allow hon. members on the opposite 
side ts posts their variows questions. I beg to move 
that &is Re~~olut ion do now mss, 

H Q ~ .  G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

Mx. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, frgan the lips of the 
Hon., Minister who has just sa t  down*, one must 
readily appreciate the fact that under his Ministry 
there can be no hope for any improvement in the 



transport system of this Island a s  f a r  a s  the Trans - 
port Board is concerned. The Minister himself is 
certainly unfamiliar with the history of transport in 
this Island, very much so; and a s  such, ff he ex- 
pected to tread along that road, one can very well 
understand where he is going to lead us as  he goes 
on. This is a Resolution for $300,000, and as  the Ad- 
dendum sets out, and a s  the Minister affirms, it is  
merely for  the settling of the bills of sundry credi- 
tors. The Minister went on to tell us o r  a t  least to 
warn us that there is an agreement with the Trade 
Union which expires shortly, and we must a r m  our- 
selves to have to battle with that situation when it is 
presented to us. Let u s  begin to concern ourselves 
with the facts a s  divulged by the Minister and what 
is presented in this Addendum, and put with them 
what we happen to know of the Transport Board in 
this Island. We have got to bear in mind that we might 
destroy some fortune merely for the purpose of mak- 
ingcomparisons. The fact is that we have three con- 
cessionaires operating in this Island at  this particu- 
l a r  time. It is quite differenr from in years past when 
we had everybody running on every route, and every- 
where, and from one thing to another. Transport 
was not controlled in those days. We have now the 
Elite Motor Bus Company, the Rocklyn Motor Bus 
Company and the Transport Board serving the people 
in transport in this Island. We have seen that, despite 
these three concessionaires, the travelling, public 
has still got to depend on the assistance which is 
rendered by these pick-ups o r  vans o r  private buses, 
a s  they have been referred to in Transport Board 
Authority circles. 

Mr. chairman, the Minister was perhaps brave 
enough to draw to our attention the fact that the 
Transport Board had made a profit some time last 
year. I am willing to give the same Minister an op- 
portunity to go back and examine the figures which 
were presented to him at  that time as an operating 
profit, let him write off the depreciation and the 
amount which was referred to a s  indirect expenses, 
and let him get up and tell us then what really was 
the profit that he is claiming that the Board had 
made. We have got to turn our minds in the direction, 
perhaps, that the Minister has already had cause to 
turn his mind, but which, for very many reasons, it 
might not have suited him to bring before this Hon. 
House. I want to lay the f irst  challenge to the Minis- 
ter;  let the Minister deny that persons who a r e  pres - 
ently in the employment of the Transport Board 
Authority have had tickets printed and circulated and 
sold to the school children, It is within the Minister's 
knowledge that that was happening; the school chil- 
dren were travelling on fake tickets; and persons still 
in the employment of the Transport Board - and when 
I say "persons in the employment of the Transport 
Board," I do not mean a conductor o r  a driver, but 
persons who a r e  more highly placed in the Transport 
Authority - it is within the Minister's knowledge, and 
if the Minister.. .... 

Hon. N.W. BOXILL: On a point of order. 

Mr. HINDS: A point of order for  what? 

Mr .  CHAIRMAN: Let the Minister make his 
point of order. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Chairman, the hon. 
member is saying that something is within my know- 
ledge, which means that he is accusing me of con- 
doning 'dishonesty. I categorically deny that; I know 
nothing about anybody selling o r  printing tickets. 
1.05 p.m. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Point made. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, the Hon. Minister 
may r ise  on abother occasion to admit that he need 
not have information about anybody selling tickets, 
buthe will tell us that it was brought to his attention 
that they were sold. The Minister has had ample 
opportunity, if  he really wants to enlist the support 
of this side of the House for a Resolution of this sor t  
- I feel that it is  his bounden duty to put before this 
Hon. House all he knew that was good in support of 
the Transport Board and all he knew that was bad, 
because it was drawn to the Minister's attention that 
a situation like this had obtaineci. 

We a r e  willing to admit that the exercise had 
run its full round, so  to speak. It might have been 
too late except to take such action a s  to prevent a 
recurrence. The Minister might have been able to do 
that at  that particular time. Nevertheless, if the Min- 
isterhad told this House what action he had taken, it 
would have been enough to let  us on this side of the 
House feel that he is interested in protecting the 
poor taxpayers of this country. 

We do not have to go further than the speech 
made by the hon. Minister. He told us about these 
hangers -on around the Transport Board and that 
type of person, but not about this. Neither the Elite 
Bus Company nor the RocMyn Bus Company a t  any 
time can make an approach to the taxpayers of this 
country to bear their bad management. They do not 
do that. The Minister also made a speech that the 
Opposition should have made. As I stand here,  I hope 
to make out a case in keeping with what the Minister 
said, and it is that the Government has absolutely no 
right running any bus service a t  a time such a s  this. 

We have the Elite Bus Company and the Roc Wyn 
Bus Company operating not by any Statutory Board, 
but by private individuals who must of necessity take 
an interest in seeing that their buses make money. 
In other words, at  the end of any operating year  they 
have to make su re  that they a r e  not so f a r  in the red 
that they wiIl have to close down the business. That 
is the situation. 

You will find, Sir, that the Elite Bus Company 
have 68 units; they pay comprehensive insurance in 
the vicinity of $31,000 per  annum; they pay parochial 
taxes and for bus inspections at the rate of $122.50 
per  unit. The Government is now getting back, a s  it 
got last  year, almost $7,000 by way of National IQ- 
surance. The Elite Bus Company alone paid income 
taxof almost $12,500; they also had to pay trade tax 



" jc in the vicinity of $7,000. In addition to all of this, 
i they have to pay administrative staff and make some 

sor t  of profit. 

Now, Sir, the Rocklyn Bus Company paid com- 
pany's income tax last  year of nearly $4,000; they 
a r e  operating 42 units and their parochial taxes a re  
also in the vicinity of $122.50 per unit, and the Gov- 
ernment received last  year more than $3,000 for 
National Insurance; their licensing and inspection 
expenses were over $2,044. You must remember that 
they had to operate their business in such a way as  
to show some sort  of profit. 

Let us, on the other hand, look at the route in 
which the Rocklyn Bus Company operate coming 
from Belleplaine, St. Andrew, and those hilly dis- 
tricts. 
1.15 p.m. 

One must know of the considerable depreciation 
in the value of those units at the end of each year - 
the considerable wear and tear which cannot be ex- 
pected to such an extent in the case of the units op- 
erated on the level along the St. Michael and St. 
Lawrence/Christ Church road and the like, a s  
against those in St. Andrew, St. Joseph and St. Thomas. 
What we have got to look a t  is that despite the vari- 
ous sums which these two bus companies a r e  throw- 
ing into the Treasury of this Island - I do not refer 
to the comprehensive insurance that is going into 
the Treasury - one has got to see some of the rea-  
sons why the operators of these two companies have 
got to be very careful. 

NowtheMinister went past the year 1955; but is 
is not necessary to go that far, because if one were 
to take from 1955 until today, one would see  that 
there a r e  persons who served the Transport Board 
for a period of 13 years a s  conductors, drivers, 
clerks, inspectors o r  whatever they may be, and 
the same Transport Board that has got to be sub- 
sidised every now and again - and today by $300,000 
- has made absolutely no provision by way of pen- 
sion rights for  any of the workers employed. If a 
conductor, driver o r  inspector who has served thir- 
teenyears with the Transport Board dies tonight, o r  
if anything happens to him that he cannot work any 
longer, o r  if he reaches the age of 65 years,  he can- 
not look for any pension benefits o r  anything. His 
relatives who may be living cannot look for a gra- 
tuity in the case of a deceased person, because the 
Transport Board is saying that they do not have the 
money. Mr. Chairman, would it not then be in the in- 
terest  of the workers if these drivers, conductors 
andunits and everything lock, stock and barrel were 
handed over to some private enterprise who could 
run it and pay at least into the Treasury the amount 
that the other two companies a r e  paying? At least it 
wouldsave the taxpayers $300,000. This is the situa- 
tion with which we a r e  faced. 

Mr. Chairman, one must look a t  the Transport 
3 Board in every respect. The complaints from the 

travelling public go unheard, and the public remains 
suffering on all of the routes served by the Trans- 

port Board. I am not suggesting that there is not 
some suffering -although to a considerably less ex- 
tent - on some of the other routes. If today a decision 
was taken to subsidise the qther two concessionaires 
by $300,000, I am to say it would be enough to re -  
move any suffering by the travelling public for a 
considerable length of time, and we would be doing a 
real  good job for the public's benefit if we did any- 
thing like that; but fortunately for us, Sir, the two 
private concessionaires, as far  a s  I know, have not 
made any approach o r  request to Government for any 
such assistance.Perhaps the Minister will be rising 
ona  point of order. He is quite entitled to, but it has 
also been drawn to the Minister's attention that buses 
wearing brand new tyres issued less than 24 hours 
earl ier  from the storage department were driven 
from the Transport Board yard and returned with 
second-hand tyres fitted in place of the new ones. If 
the Minister wants to r ise  on a point of order,  I am 
willing to si t  down. I am going to bait the Minister 
now. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Chairman, I want the 
hon. member to understand that he is not good enough 
to bait me; but what I would ask him now as  a citi- 
zen of Barbados is to produce this evidence in the 
House so that I can act on it immediately. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, I will do anything to 
assist  the Minister. The Minister has it in his pos - 
session that fake tickets were sold to children. The 
Minister has not called in the Police up to today. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: I am sorry to interrupt the 
hon. member because we want to get through with 
the Resolution. I want the hon. member to under- 
stand that it is a Statutory Board, and it would be 
the duty of the Chairman to call inthe Police, not 
me. I am not a policeman. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, the Minister is 
catching at trivialities. When I say the Minister has 
not called in the Police, I was not suggesting that he 
should drive in the Police Station o r  get on the tele- 
phone and call the Police. But the Minister must bear 
in mind that he is answerable to us, and not the 
Chairman of the Transport Board, and that is why I 
am suggesting to get rid of the Chairman, get rid of 
the Board and everybody else, and hand the buses to 
private enterprise; and if they do not comply with 
certain regulations and conditions and the public 
still suffers, we will get rid of them too. I am not 
suggesting that they should get rid of the buses in 
the same way that they got r id of some, because there 
is nothing in the last  statement: published by the 
Transport Board to show you exactly what was paid 
forwhichbus and which fleet, but we happen to know 
some of what went on, though the Minister tried to 
gloss over the situation. I know 'the Minister would 
like me to si t  down; but I have nothing against the 
Minister except to say that when information comes 
to his knowledge, he should take prompt ahion. Do 
not merely come here and say to an hon. member 
that a s  a citizen of this and a citizen of that he should 
bring the information. The Minister has given us as  
much dynamite in his speech that hon. members 



can take from now until this same time past 
Christmas. 

I am sure  the Minister would not deny that he 
has very good reasons for  believing that small ga- 
rages a r e  being supported out of stock ordered for 
the Transport Board. He has some knowledge of it, 
and I believelhe will take action when neither he nor 
the Board is functioning any longer. I do not expect 
the Minister to have engine numbers and things like 
that inhis file, but the Minister must know that there 
has been an interchange of engines. If he were to 
check the inventory a t  the Transport Board, he would 
find that in places where there were original engine 
numbers, there have been erasures and other num- 
bers have since been inserted. That came about, Mr. 
Chairman, consequent upon buses being fitted with 
engines and taken out of the Transport Board yard 
and reported to have broken down on the way o r  
where somebody wanted them to breakdown. One 
engine was taken from a motor lorry which up to 
last crop season was used for freighting canes. The 
motor lorry belongs to a Government officer who is 
working for the Ministry of Communications and 
Works. 
1.25 p.m. 

You will understand, Mr. Chairman, with situa- 
tions just as  that I have stated and worse, is it fair ,  
is it reasonable, is  it just to expect the taxpayers of 
this country to be called upon every now and again to 
subsidise what? - Stealing? We find, if one were to 
look at  the administrative staff employed at  the 
Transport Board - I heard the Minister say that in 
1955, in 1961 rather, when his Government took of - 
fice they found that with a fleet of 97 buses, they 
were employing over 500 people; but we find that at  
the 31st August, 1967, his Government is supposed 
to have beenemploying 592 persons. I heard the Min- 
ister say that they have more buses; what I would 
like to hear the Minister say, out of the fleet of 117 
buses which they have on paper, how many of them 
a r e  road-worthy - and not only that, how many of 
them have been genuinely licensed and checked by the 
Parochial Authorities of this Island? Every other 
fellow with a little bus o r  pick-up o r  ca r  3r van, what - 
ever it is,  has got to go and pay his taxes, I wonder 
if the Minister could stand up on the floor of this 
House and produce documentary evidence to prove 
that each and every one of the 117 units operated by 
the Transport Board had been licensed by the Paro- 
chial Authorities of this Island. I would like to hear 
if that is so or  not. 

The Minister is a sensible man. He is  no fool. 
The Minister knows quite well that, whatever might 
be saidon this side of the House, he has got his num- 
bers to carry  this $300,000 Resolution through; but 
the Minister out of his own mouth I understand to say 
that the buses operated by the Transport Board make 
lesser  charges on some of their routes a s  compared 
with o w r  buses. He said something about the Board 
carrying passengers at  a cheaper rate. I do not pre- 
tend to grasp what the Minister means in that particu- 
l a r  respect and therefore, I am not going to deal with 
it at  any length. 

We have heard this grand Report by the Trans - 
port Board, and there a r e  one o r  two things about 
this Report which ought to be of considerable in- 
terest  in a debate like this. In this Report dated 1st 
March, 1968, the Chairman, in one paragraph r e  - 
ferring to the losses says this: - 

"It is clear that the resulting loss has been 
caused mainly by the provision which has had to be 
ma& f ; s ~  W k p a y  from the 1st January, 1967, due to 
the new negotiated gj&rxement with the Union, and it 
was not completed until July, 1967," 

Chairman, if the Chairman of the Board is 
telling ustkat t& !?sses prior to January, 1967, r e -  
sulted from having to pay %~98)1, is the Minister 
telling us now that having to pay backpay then r e -  
sults in their coming here for $300,000 today? 1s 
this a result of having to pay backpay at that time? 
The Minister must bear in mind that there a re  other 
figures in this same Annul  Report by the Chairman 
which will not, in any way, bear out any such sug- 
gestions. The Minister goes further to tell us that 
this $300,000 is only a drop in the bucket, because 
the agreement to which the same Chairman refers,  
expires in July, 1968, a s  we must expect, so that if 
the agreement expires, we should now set about pre - 
paring ourselves for this new onslaught on the tax- 
payers' purse. I am not, for  a single moment, sug- 
gesting that bus drivers, conductors, inspectors, 
clerks and other persons concerned with the run- 
ningof the Transport Board's fleet of buses must not 
be adequately paid; they must be adequately compen- 
sated for their labours. The high cost of living is one 
particularly about which the Government seems to 
be unable to do anything to bring it down, except, 
wherever possible, to tell you to try and grow what 
you eat o r  eat what you grow and import less. We 
have even had it better than this. 
1.35 p.m. 

When we look back to see  the service that is 
rendered to the travelling public for what the tax- 
payers a r e  called upon to pay out time and again, we 
ought to examine for ourselves what sums this House 
has beencalled upon to vote from time to time to get 
the Transport Board out of the red. This must be a 
Transport Russian Fleet, because it is always in the 
"red". 

We feel that its administrative staff is definitely 
top heavy. They a r e  employing people who know little 
o r  nothing about running buses. They a r e  employing 
people to chart o r  map out what service these buses 
should render to the travelling public, and each per - 
son who si ts  around the Board table a t  meetings to 
make these decisions owns a motor car. They a r e  
the people who a r e  planning for persons to travel by 
bus1 Not one person who feels the pinch of the shoe, 
not one person who has had to spend hours at  times 
at  the various bus poles, not one person who has 
waited time and again to see  two o r  three buses go by 
leaving him o r  her standing there - not one of those 
persons is ever asked to serve on the Board, o r  on r 
a Committee of the Board, to give any sor t  of advice 
a s  to the true sufferings of the people who have to 



depend on this bur eervice. But people up there, to- 
tally removed from the travelling public, can be 
found on the Committee, What do they do up there 
most of the time? They receive complaints from one 
inspector against the other, from one conductor 
against the driver, and all sorts  of things. 

What happens is this: one can find, Sir, a s  has 
happened time and again, that when something goes 
wrong with a bus that may be late with passengers 
to be taken to its terminus, a great difficulty is ex- 
perienced. The passengers remain there for a con- 
siderable time suffering. Why? The conductor and 
driver have to war with each other as  to whose duty 
it is to leave the bus t o  get a telephone message to 
notify the Transport Board that something is wrong 
with a bus. After a decision is arrived at, you will 
find that whoever decides to go and make the telephone 
call will say: "I amnot going a t  that particular house: 
I am going up the road;" o r  something of the sort. 
When the telephone message goes through to the 
Transport Board, the f irst  person who answers the 
telephone is only too glad to get into a jeep to go 
somewhere on his own. He gets into a jeep and he 
does not even listen to hear where the bus can be 
found. He drives around by some friend of his, stops 
and "fires one" and has a joke, and, when he finds 
where the bus is with those suffering passengers, he 
discovers that he has left his tool kit a t  the Trans- 
port Board. He then has to leave the jeep and tele - 
phone somebody else to ask him to bring the tools. 

The suffering of the travelling public is so great, 
Mr. Chairman, that I am constrained to pray the 
Government this day to give active consideration to 
relieving the taxpayers of this burden that is thrust 
upon them time and again through no fault of their 
own. In other words, this bus service that is now op- 
erated by the Transport Board could well be given 
by the public to some private individual who would put 
money into the Treasury like the other concession- 
aires,  and it would have been no headache to any hon. 
member in this Assembly today. 

Mr. Chairman, I am trying to protect the tax- 
payers. I cannot stop them from paying out this 
$300,000 today; but I am begging, beseeching and 
asking that they be protected from future raids such 
a s  this. We need a complete overhaul of the admhis-  
trative situation at the Transport Board. Things have 
gone from bad to worse over the years. When the 
rain fails, + the people who travel in some of these 
buses usually get wet in the buses. Something has 
gone wrong; there is nobody who has an owner's in- 
terest  in the Transport Board. The people who a r e  
workingat the Transport Board do not consider them- 
selvee a s  taxpayers and part  owners of the buses. The 
buecs a r e  no concern of theirs. 

Again I must ask what will be the position if the 
Government goes on to run these buses. Some of the 
woxkers have already served 13 years, and they do 
notknowwhethgr they can expect a pension. I want to 

3%. know What caa be done to help these workers. I am 
asking the Mhls te r  to look into these matters and 

lend what aseietance he possibly can, eo that, when 
the time come8 for payingout these additional wages, 
the workers will receive some bemefit. The Minister 
said that you had to pay 44 out of 6/ - a week to go to 
Bethel Church. What the m i s t e r ,  apparently, does 
not seem to appreciate is that, despite the fact that 
thosepeople earned 6/- a week, they were still  able 
to go to the grocery; they took home a basket heavily 
laden; the shopkeeper was able to give them a piece 
of meat, o r  something extra, for their patronage. I 
do not know what miracles some of them worked in 
those days, because they were still able to pay to 
educate their children. You can still see some of the 
children that those people who earned 6/ - a week 
were able to educate. 

Mr. Chairman, whenthe Minister is saying what 
they had to pay 44 for a s  against what they have to 
pay 74 o r  lo$ for nowadays, all of these things have 
to be taken into their true perspective. I am appeal- 
ing to the Minister to do all he possibly can to re-  
lieve the taxpayers of this burden of having time and 
again to be financing the Transport Board. It is not 
fair and it is not sensible. I cannot do more than to 
agree with the Minister for the last  time that Gov- 
ernment has absolutely no right running a bus s e r -  
vice in the year 1968. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I think the 
stand I have taken in this matter is well known. I 
never supported the idea of Government running a 
transport service in this country. It is recorded in 
the tiansard that I felt that private enterprise could 
do a better job, especially when we have the coming 
into being of the Public Utility Service. 
1.45 p.m. 

This is a public service, and as  long a s  you can 
control by legislation the fares which people can 
charge and the routes they should run, and if you 
have private enterprise willing to operate them, I 
thinkyou should allow them to be run by private en- 
terprise. However, the Government of the day, now 
the Opposition, insisted and took over. Happily for 
us inthis country, there were still a number of con- 
cessionaires remaining and they still operated a t  a 
profit a t  least to be able to pay taxes. Ever since 
then the Transport Board operating the fleets which 
they operate has been showing a loss and has been 
coming here to this House for money to make right 
that loss. 

I think the Minister of Communications is very 
courageous to say that it appears that this Trans - 
port Department operatingthese buses, not compar- 
able withprivate enterprise, seems to be a place for 
employing only Party hacks. This is very courage- 
ous of him becsuse it is true; but how can he very 
well say this without making some attempt to en- 
quire into the number of people they employ? When 
you compare them with the two other concessionaires, 
the Elite and the Rocklyn, who a re  still  making a 
profit, still running a good service, hiring a lot of 
people less,  and you still go on to hire these people 
knowing ,that it is only a place for Party hacks, I 
think it is shameful to come here for $300,000. You 



have the Elite and Rocklyn bus companies which op- 
erate a good service and pay their taxes, and you 
have a service which is not comparable with these 
two services, and all you can do is to say that they 
cannot pay their debts and we must pay them. This 
seems to me very wrong. I never voted for this many 
years ago on the floor of this House, and today I am 
not changing my view. Why is it that the Elite and 
the Rocklyn a r e  running a service and they a r e  not 
coming here to ask us to subsidise them with any 
money? The Public Utilities Board must decide whe - 
ther you can increase the fares;  they must decide 
the routes you must run on and what service you 
should give. This being so, Mr. Chairman, I feel 
that the Minister needs to give us a further explana- 
tion a s  to how it is they cannot pay their debts, and 
why it is  they a r e  employing so many people. 

As I said, the Minister had the courage to say 
that they were employingParty hacks, but this could 
not apply to any one Government. I did not support 
this in this House when they came to take over the 
buses and the Opposition members were then in 
power. If the Hon. Minister in charge had come here 
to tell us that by comparison these two other com- 
panies did not have the quality buses and have been 
called upon to have the same type of buses, if he 
had come here to tell us that they were not giving 
the service, that would be understandable. You can 
believe me, Sir, that the wear and tear is very great 
on the buses running to St. Andrew, St. Lucy and the 
otherhilly districts; but it appears to me and to any 
sensible person that of the three companies opera- 
ting the bus service, only the one run by the Gov- 
ernment has to come here and ask for $300,000 to 
subsidise it because it cannot pay its way. 

When the salaries a t  the Transport Board were 
raised, the salaries of the conductors and drivers on 
the Rocklyn and Elite buses were carried to the same 
level. The Minister cannot tell me that they a r e  not 
paying the same wages, o r  that they a r e  paying more 
for tyres; so this is  something which we cannot un- 
derstand. When bus fares a r e  fixed, they a r e  fixed 
for the Rocklyn, the Elite and the Transport Board. 
Gasolene and oil for the Government cost no more 
than they do for the other two concessionaires; so 
what is the reasoning in comingto askus for $300,0001 
Is it because you have numbers topass this $300,000? 
I know the Socialist members of the Opposition a r e  
bound to1 sit down in here and vote for  this, but I do 
not think it is right. It is absolutely dishonest. If the 
Transport Board cannot pay its way, there is simply 
one thing to do. There a r e  people who can pay their 
way; let them take over the buses and run them. 
1.55 p.m. 

It is courageous to say that it is for Party hacks; 
it is courageous to say that you have the number of 
buses, that you a r e  hiring 200 more people possibly 
than the other people a r e  hiring; but that is not 
enough. &owever courageous that may be, you a r e  
still asking for $300,000, and where is that $300,000 
to come from? It must come out of the taxpayers. I 
am very sorry,  Sir, but the Minister has not con- 
vinced me that I should vote this $300,000. Is he tell- 

ing me that they a r e  not able to replace buses? Re- 
citing the fact that all of these buses were bought 
and that they strayed o r  were lost o r  stolen and the 
tops dropped off and all sor ts  of things - that is not 
fo r  today. That i s  when you were buying buses, but 
today you have up-to-date buses; and with these 
buses which a r e  similar  to the ones which the two 
Companies have got, I think you should be able to 
tell us more about why you want this $300,000. All 
you have told us is  that they have not been able to 
pay their way; but why have they not been able to pay 
their way? Are you paying  conductors and drivers 
more than what the Elite Bus Company and the Rock- 
lyn Bus Company a r e  paying? The answer is abso - 
lutely "No"; you a r e  not paying any more. The 
Rocklyn Bus Company and the Elite Bus Company had 
to pay retroactive pay just like the Transport Board, 
and they a r e  still operating. They have not come for 
any $300,000; they have not come for any money. 

Mr. Chairman, it is just not good enough to come 
in here and tell us that they cannot pay their way; 
you must tell us why they cannot pay their way and 
you must tell us what has happened. Has somebody 
carried away about five o r  six buses? Is this money 
to buy new buses? Is it necessary to put more buses 
on the route and therefore you have to buy more 
buses? - No, that is  not the answer. The answer is  
that you cannot pay your way, (Asides) I am cursing 
you all because I know that you will s i t  down here 
and vote for this. You call yourselves Socialists, h t  
this is not fair; it is dishonest. I did not vote for it 
when I was in the Opposition with them (A MEMBER: 
Who told you that we will vote for it?) (Asides) 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Let the hon. member continue 
his speech without interruption, please. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I think the Minister will have 
to make out a strong case in this House in order to 
get me to vote for this Resolution. Wfll the Minister 
say if they want new buses? Can the Minister tell us 
whom they owe this money to? You cannot pay your 
way andtherefore you must owe away a lot of money. 
To whom do you owe it? Is it owed away for gasolene? 
Have you been checking up? Will the Minister tell us 
thathe will have an investigation made into the whole 
Transport Board and see, a s  he says, they have 200 
people too many employed? If you h o w  that you have 
too many people employed at  the Transport Board - 
this Transport Board is not a place like a Public 
Assistance Board. If you know you have too many 
people employed, you must re-organise your De- 
partment. 

Mr. Chairman, I am very sorry,  but unless the 
Minister can tell us to whom they owe this money - 
the Government said that the Trade Union had asked 
for an increase in wages and so on, but he does not 
tell us that today. It is not a question of paying in- 
creasedwages because the other people also have to 
pay increased wages. What is the position? I hope 
that the Minister will be able to say something more, 
even although the Government can get this passed, a s  
to whom they owe this money and whether they owe 
it for tyres. I think that in the last  few years the 



present Manager has been doing a very good job, 
judging from the reports we have been seeing, This 
is a strange thing now because, recently, some r e -  
ports from the Transport Board showed that they 
were making a profit, but now they a r e  telling us 
that they a r e  not making a profit. They could not pay 
their way. I will let the hon. member tell us whom 
they owe this money to; if you owe away $300,000 you 
must tell us whom you owe this money to. If you 
were going to buy buses, you would tell us that you 
aregoingto buy buses. 1 should like to hear the hon. 
Minister on t$is matter; otherwise I cannot votefor 
this Resolution, 

with this Resolution, because on order a person can 
only speak on the matter which is engaging the at-  
tentionof the Chamber a t  the time. It is not in keep- 
ingwiththe Rules of this Youse for a member to say 
that he is not concerned with this, and that we should 
get on with something else. That is the point I am 
making; it is a simple, straightforward point of o r -  
der. There is another point, too, on the other type of 
order which we expect, that when people a r e  elected 
here they conform with certain standards of behavi- 
our. Those a r e  the two points. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. senior member 
for  St. James continue his speech? 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, in all my life I have 
never liked pussy -footing. This is not really the in- 
stant Order of the Day; this is not so important to- 
day. There a r e  other matters before this House to- 
day which we know a r e  much more important than 
this. Do not let anybody fool us. Let us forget this 
juggling and let us get down to the real business. 
The business was 12 o'clock last  night. (Mr. CHAIR- 
MAN: Order.) Do not forget; this Resolution here 
for  $300,000 ...... (Hon. E. W. BARROW: Order). 
Order what, Barrow man? Mr. Chairman - he is to 
call order: not you, You si t  down, you nuisance. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the hon, member please 
take his seat? 

Mr. CRAIG: Order what! Do you think I came in 
here on a wheel-barrow, you nuisance? 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : I will ask the hon, member to 
conduct himself properly in here. 

Hon. E. W, BARROW: On a point of order ...... 
Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman ,...... 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Hon. Prime Minister rose 

ona point of order and he also caught my eye before 
you. Will the hon. member please take his seat? 

Mr. CRAIG: Sir ,...... 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: That is my Ruling; that is the 

Ruling of the Chair. Is the hon. member going to 
abide by the Ruling of the Chair? 

Mr. CRAIG: I am going to s i t  down, but don't 
you tell me anything about the Prime Minister hav- 
ing caught your eye first; you tell me that he is on a 
point of order. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I have made a Ruling, and if 
there is any further interruption 1 can act. 

Mr. CRAIG: Suspension is an easy thing for me. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Please do not taunt me. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: The point of order I was 
making is a point of order in every sense of the term. 
According to our Standing Orders, it is not compe- 
tent for a member to say that he is not concerned 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, I endorse the last 
statement made by the Prime Minister. The Resolu- 
tion which is before us is asking Parliament to sup- 
port a Resolution for  $300,000 to offset certain debts 
which have been incurred by the Transport Board. 
What I am happy to know is that the Minister in 
charge of this Resolution has made one of the finest 
admiSsions today when he said that many of these 
Statutory Boards have on them a bunch of hangers- 
on. I am.not prepared, however, to associate myself 
with such remarks,  because I consider the hon. senior 
member for St. Michael no hanger-on. For many 
years we have had this problem of the Transport 
Board, and in the Minister's remarks when he was 
introducing this Resolution, he said that somebody, 
whoever it might be I do not know, would rather die 
than to see  bus fares raised. I am going to draw to 
your attention, Mr. Chairman, the incompetency of 
the Government since the Minister, only a few months 
ago, could come in here and say that the Transport 
Board made aprofit. I a m  going by this Report which 
has been signed by Mr. Hill, It says: "The direct op- 
erating profit for the year was $188,960.31. The pro - 
vision for depreciation was $1 51,966, and the indirect 
expenses were $1 7,566.20." 
2.05 p.m. 

"Provision has also been made for back pay in the 
sum of $96,104.90. The result shows a net loss of 
$76,000". 

Now, Sir, if the same Minister could have boasted 
of a profit earl ier  in the year, how can he come here 
today and say the reason why the Transport Board 
cannot pay its debts is due to the fact that people up 
there a r e  stealing? That is what he said, and that is 
the point he made. According to the Manager's Re- 
port, "the Transport Board has failed to make a pro- 
fit because of the back pay ......" 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Two hon. members a r e  on their 
feet. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Chairman, on a point of 
order. The hon. member has just said that I said that 
money has been stolen a t  the Transport Board. I never 
said anything so. I categorically deny t k  statement 
he has made. 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, all I am saying is 
what the Minister said when he was introducing the 



Rcsdution, He said that from the time there was a 
Transport Boardthere was a lot of stealing up there. 
Deny chat. 

Hen. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Chairman, on a point 
~f order, I deny that statement. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS rose...... 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: How many members would 
like to standat the same time and address the Chair? 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: I do not know why he does 
not si t  down. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Let us conduct this meeting 
properly. Will the Hon. Minister, please, make his 
point. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: I have made my point; I 
have denied making that statement. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, before 
that happens. On a point of order; really and truly on 
a point of order. If I have to do this 100 times in the 
courseof this sitting, I will do it. A point of order is 
in respect of something which some hon. member 
has done against a Standing Order, and a member 
gets up merely to correct anything; he can r ise  on a 
point of elucidation, if the hon. member who is  speak- 
ing si ts  down and gives way. To keep using the phrase 
"point of order" when it is  no more a point of order 
than a point of anything else is...... (ASIDES) 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order, please. May I remind 
the Leader of the Opposition that the Standing Orders 
of this House a re  under revision. He will give way. 
Will the senior member for St. James continue. 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, the Minister said 
that the only thing that was not stolen from the Trans - 
port Board was a conductor. He can deny that now. 
What he is actually saying is  that the theft at the 
~ r a n s k r t  Board is  responsible for the Board not 
being able to pay its debts, while the Manager's Re- 
port states that it is due to the back pay. It took him 
from 1963 when he was appointed a Minister until 
1968 to determine how much stealing was going on 
there. Just a few months ago he came here and said 
the Board had made a profit. Mr. Chairman, whom 
must I believe? The Minister o r  the Manager of the 
Transport Board? If the Manager of the Transport 
Boardis wrong, then f i re  him, and If he is right, the 
Minister should resign. 

Mr. Chairman, let me warn you that those who 
a r e  bought can also be sold, and when members of 
Parliament call others drunkards and other mem- 
bers of Parliament call others lunatics, I am now 
pleased to see  today that drunkards and lunatics a r e  
sitting around the same Table. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: May I remind the hon. member 
that that has nothing to do with this Resolution. I 
have not see  the word "drunkards" in this Resolu- 
tion. 

M r .  CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, here is the Minister 
contradicting the Report by the Transport Board, All 
I am saying is that if the Minister is right, then fire 
the Transport Board's Manager. If the Manager is 
right, then the Minister should resign. It is a s  sim - 
ple a s  that. 

It is regrettable that such an unfortunate inci- 
dent within the last  24 hours - I do not know who a r e  
the prospective Ministers, but what I know is  that it 
is going to cost the country much more money ap- 
pointing - not you, Sir ,  because you would not be in 
it - another Minister. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I have not thought of being in 
anything. 

Mr. CRAIG: They would have approachedyou 
much earl ier ,  Sir. Any Government that knows there 
is stealing going on in a particular Department can 
only be a corrupt Government, and it has been em- 
phasised within recent hours. They, for some finan- 
cial reason o r  the other, can reduce a man, who has 
been in public life for almost 20 years,  to what he 
has been reduced to today. You know what I mean, 
Sir. I have been in here the same time as you, Sir. 
All Iam dealing with is the corruption in the Govern- 
ment a s  emphasised by the Minister. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Please stick to the Resolution. 

Mr. CRAIG: I am sticking to the Resolution. When 
a Government can bribe somebody, then somebody 
can bribe the Government, too. Get that straight. If 
you can bribe a person, somebody can bribe a whole 
Cabinet. A11 I can say is that they a r e  a corrupt Gov- 
ernment, and I call on them to resign. Let us face 
the polls; do not mind anybody; they should have come 
to me. When Harriman told them to go to a certain 
person they should have come to me first ,  because I 
came in with the Leader of the Opposition and I went 
out withhim. Whenever I leave to come on your side, 
the Leader of the Opposition is also going to be by my 
side . 

...... Hon. J .  C .  TUDOR rose 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, I am not giving way 
unless it is apoint of order on which you must deter- 
mine whether I am relevant o r  not. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I am appeal - 
ing to the hon. member opposite to make it possible 
for me to move the customary adjournment. 

Mr. CRAIG: I will second that and si t  down, and 
reserve the right to speak immediately afterwards. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that you do now report progress and ask for leave to 
sit again, 

Hen. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that* 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative with- 

out division, and Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 



SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

Hon. J. C,  TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this sitting be now suspended until 3.30 p.m. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative with- 

out division, and Mr. S P E A K E R  suspended the sitting accord- 

ingly. 

On Resumption: 

Mr. SPEAKER: When the sitting was suspended, 
the House was in Committee. That it now resumes. 

Mr. SPEAKER left  the Chair and the House resumed Com- 

mittee o f  Supply, Mr. HOPPIN in the Chair. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Before the suspension, the hon. 
senior member for St. James was addressing the 
Chair. He may continue to do so, if he desires. 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, I thought that after 
the suspension for lunch one might safely have con- 
sidered that the business of this House a s  regards 
the Resolution which is before us might at least 
have changed the views of some members. It has 
changed my views a bit because I am much stronger 
in my views in not supporting this Resolution than I 
was before. If I recall, Sir, the Minister in charge 
of this Resolution drew to the attention of the House 
that some 500 people were employed when he took 
office. It is Government's policy, a s  is so often stated 
in here, to employ as many people a s  possible in 
any industry o r  in any way that they find it possible 
to employ them so a s  to provide for the citizens of 
this country jobs through which they can support 
their families; but what puzzles me, Mr. Chairman, 
is how Government can determine a policy of finding 
workfor people, and the Minister can come here to- 
day and condemn the Transport Board's Annual Re- 
port when at the same time they were employing 
592 people. Now I understand from the Minister's 
remarks that they should be employing less  people. 
If the Minister is saying that it is because they have 
too many people employed a t  the Transport Board - 
at that time 500 people - and if it is the policy of 
Government to employ as  many people a s  possible, 
how can Government come and condemn the addi- 
tional 92persons working at the Transport Board as 
of 1st October, 1966,to 31st August, 1967, a s  shown 
in the Annual Report s i e d  by Mr. Hudson Haynes? 
I also must draw to the attention of this Committee 
that it is a reflection on the Minister when he can 
come here and criticise a Board which he has set  up, 
especially when he made mention that there a re  
hangers -on. 

Hon. N. W, BOXILL: On a point of order, I never 
criticisedany Board that I set  up. What I said in my 
remarks referred to 1955. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The point has been made. Let 
the hon. senior member for  St. James continue. 

C 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, I would not argue 
with the Minister about 1955, because if I were to 

aek him to call for the report from the Official Re- 
porter, this would only embarrass him. I am here 
to help watch the finances of this country; and when 
Government comes herb and aeke for an additional 
$300,000 to throw down the drain, since the Board 
has to follow the directions of the Ministry and the 
Minister can say that people on Statutory Boards a r e  
only hangers -on, I can only conclude that the Minis - 
terhlmself is a hanger-on, because he is the person 
who is responsible for the appointments to the Board. 
How can I come and support a Resolution for $300,000 
when there is no proper direction coming from the 
Minister to the Board? 

Mr. Chairman, there is another very important 
point which I would like to make. Paragraph 2 of the 
Resolution reads as  follows: 

"So that the Board may be able to continue its 
day to -day operations, it is proposed a s  an interim 
measure to provide a subsidy of $300,000 to enable 
the Board to pay debts due to Trade Creditors for 
three months and over." 

Paragraph 3 says : "When the proposal outlined 
above has been implemented it is considered that a 
closer look should be undertaken to determine whe- 
ther the Board is operating as  efficiently a s  possi- 
ble". 

1 should like to know if the Minister was watch- 
ing it all the time, o r  only now that they have come 
for $300,000. I should like the Minister to tell me 
also howlong he has been in charge of this portfolio, 
and how long he has realised that the Board has been 
working inefficiently and what he proposes to do about 
it. My suggestion would be to "fire" the Board and 
let the Minister resign. You cannot pick any more 
from over here. There is no more picking of plums 
fromover here. (Mr. SPRINGER: Not yet!) "Not yet" 
says the hon, senior member for St. Michael; but we 
would understand his position. The West Indies Hos- 
pital Sweep will take care  of him all the time. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: We a re  not discussing the West 
Indies Hospital Sweep. 

Mr. CRAIG: And I was not addressing you 
either. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You a re  supposed to address 
me. What do you think? 

Mr. CRAIG: I said "you", and according to the 
Speaker, if you preface your remarks with the word 
"you", you could not be addressing the Chair. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. senior member 
for St. James continue without going astray? 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, am I to understand 
from the Hon. Minister that Senator Frank Walcott, 
a person who was some half -baked Ambassador to 
the UnitedNations,can be condemned as  a hanger -on? 

0 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: May I remind the hon. member 
that that has nothing to do with the Resolution? We 
a r e  here to deal with a Resolution for $300,000. 



Mr. CRAIG: That is what I am dealing with. I 
cannot support this $300,000 if the Minister is pre- 
pared to have hangers -on the Board, of which Sena- 
tor  Walcott is one. Am I to understand that Mr. 
Firmstone -Williams, Director of C .D.C. is a 
hanger-on? And am I to understand that Senator 
Peter  Morgan, whom we all  know is a hanger-on, is 
ahanger-on? I do not believe it. He was unfortunate, 
Mr. Chairman, not to get a seat in this august As- 
sembly, and I sincerely hope he will never get one. 
Sir, the price could not be $300,000. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. member just 
give me a chance? I have been hearing voices in the 
Gallery. I would like to hear only hon. members 
when they a re  addressing the Chair. Let the hon. 
member continue. 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, the whole problem 
with the Transport Board, I believe, is lack of pro- 
per direction. The Minister has admitted here that 
the only thing they did not steal at  the Transport 
Board was a conductor. I am not speaking about the 
Barbados Marketing Corporation over which the 
former Minister of Agriculture had to resign because 
of theft there; and I am not concerned with whether 
Calvin Sides ...... 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That has nothing to do with the 
Resolution. Please stick to the Resolution. 

Mr. CRAIG: I am dealing with the Resolution 
and the Statutory Board that runs the Transport 
Board. Joe Lowe, you do not know what is happening 
in herel You a r e  not 'with it'. You cannot spell "buck" 
in here. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. member please 
carry on. 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, I heard a voice from 
the other side, and I thought the person should have 
been on his feet, but I know the Parliamentary Sec- 
retary would never be a Minister.. .... I cannot sup- 
port a Resolution of this nature that calls on the 
taxpayers of the country to vote $300,000, unlike the 
$96,000 which the Minister of Agriculture has got 
lockedaway ina plant and paying $14,000 in interest 
per year from the taxpayers' money. I cannot asso - 
ciate myself with this corrupt type of Resolution 
which a corrupt Government is prepared to bring 
down, and I am making my views abundantly clear 
on this. Any Government which sets about to give a 
member of Parliament a Ministry because of his 
financial problems I cannot support, because if you 
can be bought, you can also be sold, and I warn the 
Prime Minister that without fear he is going to have 
a constitutional crisis  on his hands, 
3.40 p.m. 

Let the hon. junior member for St. Andrew sit 
down in his Nehru shirt and big brass chain,and a 
lot of things wfll happen from time to time. I 
sincerely hope that you a r e  not going to be the pro- 
spective Minister a s  from January 31, because you 
have a lot of convictions. I laow that very well, I 

have talked to you on too many occasions. You a r e  a 
proud man; nobody Fn the world can buy you. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That is nothing to do with the 
Resolution. 

Mr. CRAIG: I am not saying that anybody is go- 
ing to buy You. I know that that could not be, because 
you a r e  too proud. I believe that those persons Who 
have beenbought o r  who might have been bought -not 
in here; in any other part of the entire world -will 
only go down in the eyes of the public a s  political 

' degenerates, and it is a gift to this country. It is un- 
fortunate, Sir; do not let us pussy-foot again around 
the idea about any Resolution today. Today is no 
Resolution day; today is a cross-the-floor day ,  and 
le tus  get that straightened out once and for all. I am 
counselling the Hon. Minister in charge of this Reso - 
lution - this is what is set  out in the Addendum: "When 
the proposal outlined above has been implemented" - 
he is assuming that it is going to get the full support 
of this Committee - "it is considered that a closer 
look" .... What closer look can the Minister of Com- 
munications and Works have a t  the Transport Board? 
Do you mean that it is almost five years now and he 
cannot findout what is going wrong? He ca,me in here 
and boasted that there was a profit, mat they were 
employing too many people, they were stealing and 
the Board is corrupt, while the Manager of the same 
Board has said that it is because they had to pay 
backpay that they did not make the profit which they 
expected to make. That is  what Mr. Haynes has 
signed here, but the Minister is contradicting Mr. 
Haynes and the Auditors, for that matter. This is it: 
"The direct operating profit for the year was 
$188,960.31. The provision for depreciation was 
$151,966.60 and the indirect expenses" that is the 
stolen business; they carried away $17,000 - "was 
$17;566.20, Provision has also been made for back- 
pay in the sum of $96,140.90." The result shows a 
net loss of $76,707.39. Now the Minister is  telling 
me that this Report came out on the 31st October, 
1967, but he is saying that he is going to have a closer 
look at  it after we have voted this $300,000. It is 
only after we have voted for this amount of $300,000 
to put the Transport Board on a proper footing that 
he will have a closer look at  it. 1 thought that he would 
havehadacloser look at it and then ask for  this 
$300,000. Apparently, he knows what is the position 
with it. I believe that if he knows what is the position 
andhe has failed to do anything about it before, then 
the same corruption which goes on a t  the Transport 
Board has only been handed down from the Govern- 
ment benches and the Cabinet. The Minister admits 
that there is corruption at  the Transport Board; they 
a r e  in a position to'fire' the Board which is un- 
der  theLr direction, but it is only after we have voted 
this $300,000. Mr. Chairman, do you know what is 
$3OO,OOO? I do not believe that the Averill Harriman 
of my Party would even like to boast and say that 
this $300,000 is no money. We have a Averfll 
Harriman in our Party, the chief negotiator; that is 
the Averill Harriman of any Party. When he moves, 
the Heavens will declare the i lo ry  of God. He is all  
right; he is their belief. How can we accept the con- 
fidence of the Minister if he is going to tell us  that it 



is only after we put $300,000 in a corrupt Board - 
we are asking the taxpayers of this country to put 
$300,000 in the hands of a Board, and I a m  not going 
to associate myself with the Minister that all the 
memhjers of d l  %ards a r e  corrupt. I do not believe 
that the hon: senior member for St. Michael is a cor- 
rupt pemon even although he has something to do 
with the West Indies Hospital Sweep, which is a cor-  
rupt body. Nobody could tell me that the Minister of 
Communications andworks is corrupt, but he is con- 
doning corruption because he says here that he rea- 
lises that there was a lot of stealing going on there 
and now he is asking us to vote $300,000 to put in 
more thieves' hands. What sort  of ignorance can this 
be? 

It is true that when you appoint "Brugga" Tom 
over Mr. Baird, after having 30 years as  an Inspec- 
tor, you can expect to have any kind of corruption be - 
cause Brother Tom is one of the Inspectors there, 
and he has been reported on several occasions for 
carryingaway money. Mr. Chairman, I know that the 
Minister is quite anxic-us to reply, but may I remind 
him that we a r e  in Committee; so he must be care- 
fulhow he steps down the wicket. It might be turning 
today and he might get stumped. Therefore, he should 
bat a good hand, keep pushing to mid-on and call for 
one and do not play any pretty strokes. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Are you still discussing this 
Resolution? 

Mr. CRAIG: Yes, Sir, I am dealing with the Min- 
ister's reply because the Minister is going to reply. 
Even if I have to break with my Party - this is a 
challenge to my Party - I am sure that they cannot 
buy me. They were not going to attempt to come to 
me because when they decide to buy me, I am mov- 
ing with the Hon. Leader of the Opposition. I came 
in here with him, I was suspended with him and when- 
ever the Government come to me, they have to make 
two Ministries - one for me and one for the Leader 
of the Opposition. That is how I am moving. Even if 
I have to break with my Party, I am voting "No", 
and ask for a division, so that my vote can be re -  
corded that I am not prepared to support a Resolu- 
tion for $300,000 to put into the hands of a corrupt 
Board where corrupt people a re  working. 

H0n.K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, I have 
listeneda lot of some of the ciiticisms of this Reso- 
lution around the table. It is all very well for young 
members of Parliament, with little o r  no experience 
yet, to get up here and just for the fun of makinga 
speech ...... 

Mr. CRAIG: On a point of order. The half -baked 
- I am sorry; the hon. senior member fo r  St. Peter 
spoke about young members of Parliament with little 
o r  no experience. I have two years' experience in 
Parliament. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: May I remind the hon. senior 
member for St. James that the last speaker did not 
make any mention of him? He was making a general 
statement. Wfll the Hon. Minister please continue? 

The Hon, Minister of Agriculture is addressing the 
Committee. 
3.50 p.m. 

Mr. CRAIG: On a point of order. He is no Hon. 
Minister in here to the best of my knowledge, Sir. 

Mr.CHAIRMAN: As f a r  a s  you know; but a s  far  
a s  I know, as  Chairman of this Hon. House, today he 
is the Minister of Agriculture. Will the Hon. Minis - 
t e r  of Agriculture continue to address the House, 
please. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, a s  I 
was saying, it is very well for any very young 
and inexperienced Member of Parliament to get up 
here and declaim a Resolution of this nature. This 
Resolution is for public transport, and I know that if 
some of the present members of Parliament had 
been in here as long as  I have been, they would not 
dare to get up here and tell the then Leader of the 
Government that they would not vote on it. First ,  
they would have had an essay on the commitment of 
a Socialist Government on public transportation. 

Mr. Chairman, I remember an occasion that took 
place at least twelve o r  more years ago in this 
Chamber when a certain Minister of the then Govern- 
ment was introducing a similar - and a very similar. 
Resolution, and the then Opposition took him to task. 
As a matter of fact, he did lose his very nerve and 
he left the Chamber to be rescued by the then Chief 
Minister o r  Premier - I do not remember what was 
the title in those days. It is something known; it is 
something that is elementary in politics that a So- 
cialist Government regards public transportation a s  
something to which they a r e  committed. If there is 
now a proposed change in that policy, then let us hear 
the announcement of that proposed change. As far  as 
I know, there has been no such redeclaration of po- 
licy. 

Let me now, unlike certain hon. members who 
said -   hey really want to talk about something else 
if the, get the chance to. I do not think that this 
Resolution is as  great in importance a s  certain 
things they would like divested off "their chests. If 
they want to have certain things divested off their 
chests they can do so, but remember that somebody 
will reply. There is no doubt about that. (Mr. 
J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Sit down, you old idiot.) I am 
sorry  to interrupt certain hon. members on that side. 
I apoiogise for that, Mr. Chairman. ( A S I D E S )  The 
Leader of the Opposition is no longer in any position 
to give me a warning. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order, please ! 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: I never doubled- 
crossed you, but you doubled-crossed me. Get that 
straight. You go to the country, and I c w  go to the 
country; Do you forget the scene in here years ag9 
when you caused me to be changed? ( A S I D E S )  

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 



Hon. K. N. R, HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, do not 
mind irresponsible youths; they cannot help you, I 
refer  to the hon. senior member for St, James, 
(ASIDES.)  

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the Hon. Minister continue 
with the Resolution, please, 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Thank you very much, 
Mr. Chairman; I will proceed. (AS IDES . )  

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Let there be some order,  please. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, a voice 
has suggested that I should deal with the Resolution. 
It is a voice which said some time ago that there 
were certain things more important than the Resolu- 
tion. I am going to deal with the Resolution now, Mr. 
Chairman. ( A S I D E S . )  

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Let there be some order,  

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, I am 
sorry  to interrupt the hon. senior member for St. 
James; he has been trained elsewhere than in here, 
wherever that elsewhere is. Now, every member so 
fa r  has told the Minister just what he knew. As a 
matter of fact, every member told the Minister just 
what he said. Those hon. members have not given 
the Minister any new point to assist  him. There a r e  
times when the Opposition, a healthy -minded Opposi- 
tion, can be very effective and very helpful to their 
country. If I get up and just rehash what he said, I am 
making no individual contribution; I am just wasthg 
time. The Minister has learnt absolutely nothing. He 
divulged certain things, and then he got the retort 
from the other side that he was a bold man to make 
such a declaration. Admittedly, the Minister might 
have been a bold man, but he also is an honest man. 
A lot of us like to pass on our prestige, but we for- 
get that honour is greater  than prestige. 

Now, if we read the last  part of the Resolution 
it states : 

"When the &oposal outlined above has been 
implemented, it is considered that a closer look 
should be undertaken to determine whether the 
Board is operating a s  efficiently a s  possible." 

Let me re-read that. (AS IDES . )  I do not want to in- 
terrupt those hon. members; they do not matter so 
much. It states: 

"When the proposal outlined above has been 
implemented it is considered that a closer look 
should be undertaken to determine whether the 
Board is operating a s  efficiently a s  possible." 

The Minister himself sees  the need for a further in- 
quiry. Alkmembers have been served with this Ad- 
dendum, and the last  part  of the Addendum tells 
Parliament that after this matter has been seen to - 
Imean the voting of the money to serve this particu- 
l a r  purpose. 
4.00 p.m. 

Mark you, Mr. Chairman, this money is for a 
specific purpose, It is not for starting some new 
capitaloutlay in favour of the Transport Board s e r -  
vices. It is to pay debts. The Government has to 
pay its debts, and do you mean to say that we are 
going to stall today to prevent the Government from 
paying a debt? Tell the country this. This is a debt 
to sundry creditors. You go to the country and 
tell them that the Government wants to pay.. . . . . 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order, 
I would like to draw to the Hon. Minister's attention 
that a division was taken in here in which he voted 
"No" when the Barbados Marketing Corporation 
wanted $1.2 million to pay its debts. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Now when was that? 
Would the hon. member quote the year? Somebody 
told him so, maybe, earl ier .  Bring the debates. 

Mr. CRAIG: 1968. You were not drunk then. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: I am outlining the 
facts. A Socialist Government is committed to pub- 
l ic  transport. If there a r e  new Socialist theories 
being put forward by the Twentieth Century expo - 

,nents in this Chamber assembled on the other side, 
let us hear them; but the fact is that this money is  
to pay debts. Is that true o r  not? Who can get around 
that? ( In terrupt ions)  

Mr. CHAIRMAN: May I remind hon, members 
of Standing Order No. 29 (6) which states: "While a 
Member is speaking, all other Members shall be 
silent o r  shall confer only in undertones and shall 
not make unseemly interruptions." Please let that 
Order be carried out. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, it is 
always a patent weakness of the weak to interrupt. 
They have not got an argument and they will never 
have one. If you a r e  cosy in your seat now, be happy, 
because I am cosy here and I am happy. (Laughter) 
I rather like this turn of levity. Now to continue, Mr. 
Chairman, I never intended to make a speech today 
a t  all; I was taking a day off from parliamentary de - 
bate; but listening to the replies being offered by the 
hon. members on the other side, I thought at  this 
stage I should say something, because I know that 
aback of it all, Her Majesty's Official Opposition on 
the other side really did not want to get into this. 
They want to get into something else. ?'he time will 
come when they will have ample opportunity for do- 
ing so. They need not try to be too precipitant in 
this measure. (Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: You were 
precipitant.) Ican wait. You have never learned that, 
( L a u g h t e r )  There was a lot of talk today and, really, 
double-talk about the Government being committed to 
the employment of the greatest number.There is 
nothing wrong with that in theory, but a business is 
a business. We have got a Post Office; we have got 
a Customs, and we have got the Waterworks, all 
revenue earning Departments. Who would be so 
bold...... I 



Mr, CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order, 
may I ask what the hon. member is speaking on? I 
have no idea, 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: If you would pay a little atten- 
tion, I think you would follow. I am the Chairman 
and I am following him quite clearly. Let the hon. 
member continue. 

Hon. K, N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, the 
hon. senior member for St. James, a former col- 
league of mine of the other side, is quite a showman. 
I was about to tell the House that a certain hon, mem - 
ber was just dishing out double-talk when he made 
reference to a Government being committed to em- 
ploying a s  many people a s  possible, and then I said 
we have the Post Office, the Waterworks and Her 
Majesty's Customs - three Departments earning 
revenue for Government, and I asked who would be 
so stupid as to go to the Postmaster General o r  the 
Comptroller of Customs o r  the Director o r  however 
else he is titled as  the Chief Executive of the Water- 
works and suggest to any one of those Heads that 
they should employ more people than a r e  necessary. 
Tell me: whowoulddo that? Not even the hon. senior 
member for St. James who has just addressed the 
Committee. So that was double-talk. It was childish 
suggesting to a Minister that he is committed to em - 
ploying a s  many people a s  possible. If the Minister 
nowrealises that he has hangers -on, a s  I understand 
it, he has inherited something. The Minister has not 
yet replied. He will soon have the privilege and the 
opportunity to reply, and I trust and hope and believe 
that he will equip himself manfully in the exercise. 
But I a m  saying this: if it is discovered that there is 
redundancy a t  the Transport Board, and the Minis - 
t e r  has promised that after we pass this proposal 
outlined above a closer view will be gone into, what 
will we be cavilling about? It is ridiculous at this 
stage to say you a r e  not going to vote this money, 
because it is to pay debts. These a r e  not my words; 
these a r e  the words of the Resolution. 

You know, I have never had to depend on being 
cantankerous and personal to take care of myself in 
o r  outside of Parliament, and even outside of Par -  
liament it couldnever be said of me that I have to be 
nasty to my opponents. I always prefer my opponents 
to be nasty to me, because as  soon as  I get them do - 
ing that, they a r e  building me up, and you can always 
trust a fool to do that. And I can wait on a fool, I 
have for many years. 

As regards the setting up of the Board, only in- 
experience could mention that. On every Statutory 
Board the members serve for a certain time limit - 
three o r  four years. 1 do not have to know. I only 
have to know those that will concern me in my port- 
folio. Eyery Minister wfll know his own business. 
Once I had been promised a spurious Ministry that 
was never intended to materialise, Now I have a hard, 
firm and concrete offer which I have accepted. That 
should not worry anybody. I have not stabbed any- 

.% body in the back. I have been more than loyal, more 
than true, more than firm and more than honest and 
decent, and I wfll continue,and will let those who 

would decry and would be my detractors to commit 
suicide; and they wfll. 

Mr. Chairman, I think as one who was not in 
charge of this Resolution, I have made certain as- 
pects clearsnough; I have pinpointed certain things, 
and I do hope that the Committee will feel disposed 
to vote for this Resolution. 
4.10 p.m. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, in a 
long life, private, professional, at the Bar and po- 
litical, I never thought that it would fall to my lot to 
say something with the utmost regret, to say that I 
can think now of no human being whom I despise 
more than the hon. member who has just sa t  down. 
Iam not going to say everything now, but if the hon. 
member persists in the sort  of speech he has just 
made, he will get everything on the floor of this 
House. 

Hon. K. N.  R. HUSBANDS: If the hon. member 
is going to be permitted to indulge in the personal 
abuse of a member, I will say that he is breaking 
the Rules of this House. 

Sir G R A N T L E Y  ADAMS rose. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will both hon. members please 
take their seats? 

Hon. K .  N .  R. HUSBANDS and Sir G R A N T L E Y  

ADAMS took their seats. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: There is no need to generate 
this heat. I understand what has taken place. I am 
controlling this Committee as efficiently a s  I can. 
Please let us conduct this session peacefully. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, the hon. 
member was once Speaker of this House, and all of 
these things make my position terrible to contem- 
plate. To think that the hon. member has been (A 
MEMBER: What is happening now?) He has been 
Speaker of the House and he knows when there is a 
point of order and when there is not a point of o r -  
der. He just got up not on a point of order, but just 
on a point of interruption. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: On a point of order, 
Sir. The hon. member is indulging in the abuse of a 
Rule of this House by making personal references 
to me which a r e  fa r  from complimentary. It is an 
abuse of one of the Standing Rules not only of this 
House but of every democratic Chamber o r  House 
within the British Commonwealth of Nations and he, 
at least, ought to know it. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member has made 
his point. 

Sir  GRANTLEY ADAMS: He not only ought to 
know it, but if' the hon. member only r e a d e d  it, I 
could not be controlling myself more. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the Hon. Leader of the 
Opposition speak on the Resolution? 



Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I am speaking on the 
Resolution and I will say this about the Resolution. 
Four days ago the hon. member would have attacked 
this because he told me so. ( A s i d e s )  (Hon. K. N. R. 
HUSBANDS: Repeat that). ( A s i d e s )  

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order! Calm yourselves, gen- 
tlemen; I know that someone is hurt, but please take 
it easy. 

Hon, K. N. R. HUSBANDS: On a point of order. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the Hon. Minister take 
his seat? Let us have it quiet inthe Gallery also, 
please. If the Hon, Minister so desires, he may make 
his point of order. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: I thank you, Sir. If 
the hon. member on that side makes any reference 
to me and I do not hear it, I expect that he will be 
decent enough to repeat it so that I may have a m i -  
table reply. That is all 1 expect. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the Hon. Leader of the 
Opposition continue to speak on the Resolution? 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I will repeat anything 
I have to say at any time in any place. When I was 
engaged a s  a professional man in the law of libel, I 
have been plaintiff in some cases, and nobody has 
ever suggested that I libelled him. If I say anything 
about the hon. member, I will go down to Speights- 
town and repeat it. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: This Resolution has nothing 
about libel in it. Although the hon. member is o r  
was an efficiept lawyer, please let us deal with the 
Resolution. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I am sorry,  Sir, but I 
misunderstood the hon. member. I thought he was 
sayingthat I will say something in here and will not 
repeat it outside. I am now tolh that what he was say - 
ing is that he may not hear properly and therefore I 
should repeat it. Well, I will shout it if necessary. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : You need not, please. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: We act in accordance 
with ordinary routine and commonsense and I pre-  
sume the Government does it. We, the members of 
the Labour Party Opposition, discuss measures be- 
fore  they come in here. That is one of the reasons 
why we a r e  bound to be very indignant when we get 
something thrust on us  a t  the last moment when we 
have no opportunity of discussing it. In discussing 
this in the usual way with the hon, member - is he 
gettingup? I am sorry  if I used the word "honourable". 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: On a point of order. 
The hon. member on that side of the House has never 
discussad this Resolution with me. I categorically 
deny that. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I can well understand 
him forgetting. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Last Friday I did not 
go to the Labour Party Headquarters. I have not in- 
dulged in a conversation. with the hon. member on 
this Resolution. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. member please 
si t  and do not get up without addressing the Chair? 
I have not been put here by guess; let there be some 
order in the Gallery. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: The childish dodging of 
an issue. The hon. member has just said that he has 
not beento the Labour Party's Headquarters. You do 
not have to go to the Labour Party's Headquarters 
necessarily to discuss something. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: On a point of order. I 
added that I have never discussed this Resolution for 
$300,000 appertaining to the Transport Board o r  any 
other similar Resolution appertaining to transport. 
Not more than a year ago...... 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That is not a point of order. 
That is a point of explanation. 

Hon. I(. N. R. HUSBANDS: The hon. member says 
that what he says here he will go elsewhere and say. 
That does not mean that he is going to say the truth. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I repeat 
that I do not knowhow I could control myself so much. 
Outside of this House, if he wants the pleasure of hear - 
ing what I have to say about him, I will say it. On 
Friday,fourdays ago, a s  my wife and I were about to 
sit down to lunch, the hon. member - 1 am sorry I 
have to call him "honourable" - came to my house 
and we invited him to cpme and have lunch with us. 
(Hon. J. C. TUDOR: So what?) You will hear "so what!: 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: On a point of order. I 
visited the hon. member's house last Friday. That is 
perfectly true; but we never discussed this Resolu- 
tion. I can tell you what the hon. senior member for 
St. Peter toldhim, that is, that it was perfectly wrong 
not to add to the possibility of a quorum on the Fr i -  
day. That is what I told him. 

Mr, CRAIG: On a point of order. ( A s i d e s . )  

Mr. CHAIRMAN: May I hear the hon. senior 
member for St. James on a point of order? 

Mr. CRAIG: The hon. senior member for St. 
Peter  said that he did not discuss this Resolution. I 
agree with him; Sir; he went to have a drink. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That is not a point of order. We 
a r e  having too many interruptions on points of order 
which I do not deem to be points of order. Will the 
Hon. Leader of the Opposition continue? 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: May I, with great r e -  F ' ' 7  

spect, congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, for what you 
have just said? Even in the House of Commons the 



Chairman of Committees, the Speaker of the House 
and the Deputy Speaker, find that it is very difficult 
to control fraudulent points of order, 1 use the word 
"fraudulent" because of the controversy which arose 
once in the House of Commons when Sir Winston 
Churchill spoke of fraudulent points of order and the 
Speakerhadto agree with him. Hon. members get up 
sometimes not on a point of order, but they just want 
to interrupt. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Anyhow, let us continue with the 
Resolution. 
4.20 p.m. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: It is perfectly true that 
whenthe hon. member came to my house he began to 
say: "You and the Member for St. Peter did wrong 
in not forming a quorum; there will be propaganda 
againstthe Labom Party; they will use it against us, 
andit is absolutely essential for us to show unity, e s -  
pecially atthis time when the DEMS a r e  crackingup." 

Hon. K, N. R. HUSBANDS: That is untrue; I never 
had to add that. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order, please. Will the Hon. 
Minister please hear! 

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, on a 
point df order. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am on the floor. Am I so short 
that you cannot see me? Let there be some order in 
here, please. The Leader of the Opposition was ad- 
dressingthe Chair. If he so desires, he can continue. 

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, on a 
point of order. The same hon. member said the same 
thing about 'unity a t  this time' the same night a t  
Speightstown Boys' School in my presence and in 
front of a full meeting of the St. Peter's Constituency 
Branch. 

Hen, K. N. R. HUSBANDS: On Friday night at 
Speightstown we never mentioned anything about this 
Resolution. I am perfectly sure about that. 

Mr. HINDS: Is the hon. member on a point of 
order? 

Hen. K. N, R. HUSBANDS: On a point of explana - 
tion. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am on my feet again. Please 
take your seats. I need order in the House. Mr. 
Marshal, there is some unrest. I can ask that the 
Gallery be cleared. There seems to be some mis- 
understanding in here today. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I repeat 
that i t  is with great regret that I have spoken this 
afternoon. I thought the hon. memberwould have 
sense enough to keep quiet today. 

Hen. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: You cannotkeep me 
quiet. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: May f ask the Hon. Minister 
to keep quiet. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: The hon. member came 
to my home and he said that the hon. member for St. 
Peter and myself were not doing the right thing in 
failing to form a quorum, and it would be usedas 
propaganda against the Labour Party. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: May I interrupt the Leader of 
the Opposition. That, in my opinion, has nothing to 
do with the Resolution, I am not here to hear any- 
thing that is happeningat the Barbados Labour Party, 
the Democratic Labour Party, o r  any other Party; 
I am here strictly to hear the debate on the Resolu- 
tion for $300,000 for the Transport Board. Will the 
Leader of the Opposition please deal with that and 
leave out the irrelevancy that has been cropping up 
too much! 

Sir  GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, with 
great respect, I have been in politics for at least 40 
years, and I have been in this House for nearly 30 
years. I have studied the procedure of this House a s  
I would study the laws when I was a practising bar- 
rister .  I have done nothing against the Standing Or  - 
ders;  I have done nothing irrelevant. 

The hon. member contradicted me when I said 
that he had a different opinion a few days ago. I a m  
saying now the circumstances in which he told me 
that. I said he came to my house. He did say that we 
were doing wrong not to form a quorum; that propa- 
ganda would be used against us,  and it would be e s  - 
sential for us to stick together in unity when the 
DEMS were breaking up. He interrupted me and, 
therefore, I will continue. He sat down at luncheon, 
o r  just after luncheon, for two hours, and we dis - 
cussed the Labour Party and its future. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Stick to the Resolution,please. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I am sticking to the 
Resolution. Do not think that 1 am a village idiot. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I do not care if you feel so of 
yourself. I have not called you so, rieither do I in- 
tend to call you so. I am here to see that the Stand- 
ing Orders a re  carried out. I am not listening to 
anything that took place at your home. (ASrDES. I I 
am addressingthis House. Will you please take your 
seat. Do not lose your temper. Let there be some 
order in this House. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: It happened a t  "Tyrol 
Cot". We discussed what was before the House and 
we agreed. Now Your Honour tells me that you a r e  
nothing td do with "Tyrol Cot"! 

Hone K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, on a 
point of explanation. 0 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I am not giving way. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Wfll both hon. members take 
their seats? 



Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I am not giving way, 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I have just heard you say you 
a re  not giving way. Please calm yourself, 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Your Honour must 
know....,. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am still standing, and I have 
not given you permission to speak. You have been in 
herelonger than most of us, and I expect you should 
know what to do. Let us have this debate carried out 
properly. You have the privilege to speak. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: If an hon. member rises 
on a point of elucidation, the Standing Order is as 
clear as  the noonday sun. Standing Order 26 deals 
with interruption, ,If the member speaking does not 
give way, the member must si t  down and the Speaker 
o r  the Chairman must call on him to si t  down. It is 
only on a point of order - a point of order means 
breaking a Standing Order. (ASIDES.) Are you going 
to teach him the alphabet? 

Mr. Chairman, the hon. member then agreed that 
because of his distance away he could not always 
find it possible to come to Labour Party Headquar- 
t e r s  for our general discussion. If hon. members 
who do not know the Greek alphabet, want to discuss 
the Greek iambics with somebody who knows, they 
must keep quiet. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Stick to the Resolution, please. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: The hon. member's 
attitude then was the attitude of this part of the Op- 
position to be opposed to this because - and I am 
sticking very closely to the Resolution in this, and 
not any of the rambling stupidity with which the hon. 
member ended up. 

The point that we made and a r e  making now as  
something very strong against the Government is 
this : "When we have paid the debts, then we will 
give a closer look to see if things are  being run pro- 
perly." The hon. member knows that we discussed 
that. We said: Can anything be more fantastic than 
to say that "we have not investigated carefully to see 
whether the Bus Service is run properly, but we a re  
asking you to pay these debts and then we will inves - 
tigate to see Ff the Service is runefficiently"? That 
is the point on which the hon. member agreed with 
me; that is the point on which we a r e  voting. 

What surprises me is that the hon. member on 
Friday a t  my house was in a less emotional - 1 use 
the word "emotional" rather thanf'inebriated" - 
condition than he is today. He was as  sober on Fr i -  
day as a Judge. His constant interruption shows that 
he is not now as  he was on Friday; but when a man 
sells  himself for a $1,000 a month he will do any- 
thing. (ASIDES. J 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order, please l 
4.30 p.m. 

Hon, K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, on a 
point of explanation, the hon. member said 'when a 
man sells himself', I waa never one of those. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: May I remind hon. members 
that there is some bad behaviour which I am observ- 
ing, and I would not like to use the law. I know what 
to do. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, I rose 
on a point of elucidation. The hon. member said 
'when a man sells himself for $1,000 a month'. He 
sold himself for more than that, because he has been 
called a Colonial stooge. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will both hon. members take 
their seats. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: For the hon. member's 
benefit, Mr. Chairman, not for yours, because ob- 
viously Your Honour has just referred to it, "No- 
Member shall interrupt another Member except to 
elucidate some matter raised by that Member in the 
course of his speech, provided that the Member 
speaking is willing to give way and resumes his seat 
and that the Member wishing to interrupt is called 
by the Chair." 

I hope the hon. member will remember that. Last 
Friday afternoon he would have remembered that; I 
can well understand him not remembering it now. Do 
you think it gives me any pleasure to say what I am 
sayingnow about a man that I worked with for years, 
a man that is a friend, a man whose place I visit and 
who visits my place, a man who last  week was on this 
side of the House and would have voted against this 
Resolution, and now is'so silly a s  to get up this af- 
ternoon, when all of us would have been quiet and 
would not have embarrassed him, and to attack us 
and to vote against his conscience because he is paid 
to vote against his conscience...... 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: You a re  dirty! You 
cannot help it! 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am hearing a voice from the 
Government Bench. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: How can I mind that? If 
the hon. member will sell himself, he will abuse 
other people too. He has sold himself, If he has not 
sold himself, he is double-crossing the other side. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That has nothing to do with the 
Resolution. I have seen nothing about selling. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: If the hon. member, 
havingtbeen sworn in this morning, I am told, resigns 
tomorrow,he will still get his pension; therefore he 
is selling them out too. Do not interfere with me be - 
cause I do not normally interfere with anybody. 

My chief point inthis matter is really what I 
have just said, that a Government should not say it 
owes a lot of money: "Itmaybe inefficiency; it may 
not be hefficjency; pay this money and then we 



will discover that it is inefficiency." That i s  wrong, 
Who could vote for a Resolution like that? Won. 
K. N, R. HUSBANDS: You do not want to talk about 

say you a r e  approaching senile decay o r  mental de- 
cay. I am too decent. 

that. You want to talk about me.) If the hon. member 
continues, he will get a pre -public platform speech 
from me keeping within the Standing Orders. He 
talked about warning. (Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: I 
do not want t o  hear you anywhere; not even in here.) 
I am not giving him any warning; I am giving him a 
bit of advice. (Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: You can't 
warn me; warn Tom.) 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: This Resolution should have 
been finished long ago if it were not for these silly 
remarks being passed. 

The question is that this Resolution do now 
pass...... 

Sir  GRANTLEY ADAMS: I am surprised a t  the 
Leader of the House. I have been doing my best t ry-  
ing to show friendship to the Hon. Leader of the 
House. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Hon. Leader of the O p p  - 
sition sat. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Only because Your Hon- 
our rose. The Hon. Minister - the Minister for to- 
day because we do not know how long he is going to 
be aMinister -spoke about a warning. I am not giv- 
ing the hon. member a warning; I am giving him a 
little bit of advice. Judas after betrayal went out and 
hanged himself. Go thou and do likewise. Nobody is 
going to shed a tear  if you follow the example of 
Judas . 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, this 
Committee will remember that when I addressed it,  
I addressed it and kept myself from matters that 
were personal; but everyone in Committee has seen 
andheardthe demonstration of the last  hon. member 
who spoke, and a s  I had formerly hinted, I knew 
somebody over there wanted to divest some matter 
off his chest. Well, it has been done. Something has 
happened which has proved very irksome which has 
nothing to do with this Resolution. But I am going to 
$say this,dealing with the same last  paragraph; when 
certain references were made about Judas, I have 
never been a Judas to him; he has been a Judas to 
me when for no reason he removed me from the 
Speaker's Chair. I have not forgotten it nor has Bar - 
bados forgotten it. He has been a Judas to me, and if 
he can face me, I can more than face him and his 
colleagues over there. So if there is a Judas, he has 
been a Judas to me and not I to him. My friends, my 
relatives, my political associates, my comrades have 
told me how long I have been a fool fo r  him. That is 
a fact, and he does not own Barbados. He does not 
own me. Does he think he does? He Ls so presump- 
tious in his old age! 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: There a r e  no Judases in the 
Transport Board. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: This'has nothing to do with the 
Resolution. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Nor did the Judas 
that I was purported to be have anything to do with 
it. I am saying, Mr. Chairman, that debts a r e  things 
you have to pay. When I say "you", it depends on 
whom you a r e  talking to. Some people have m pay 
their debts. Some people can thrive on what may be 
prestige and they need not ever pay debts; but Gov- 
ernment must be an example. I have to pay debts 
because I do not have all that prestige yet; but if I 
get a s  much prestige a s  my hon. friend over there, 
Iwould not have to pay my debts either. But I would 
not say that is  an honourable estate. I can give my 
rapier thrust too, you know, and I do not have to be 
nasty! Whatever dirt has been done to me, I have 
tr iedto forget. This day you have resurrected it and 
this day I will reply; and if you can go a t  any hamlet 
in Barbados, so can your humble servant follow 
thee. 

As f a r  a s  this Resolution is'concerned, Mr. 
Chairman, the last  paragraph tells us that the Gov- 
ernment is  hoping to go into the matter and have a 
closer look. After all,  the debt has got to be paid. 
You cannot put off that. Right now we a r e  holding 
back people from the right to have their money. Well 
let us  continue to do that. The Government is r e -  
sponsible for having an investigation again into this 
matter. That satisfies me, but I will say this : in any 
mud-slinging from anyone on that side, I am not 
goingto turn one cheek and then turn the other. I am 
going to take a punch and try to give at  least  two. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I would 
not have risen again except for the comic gestures 
andcomic utterances; but the hon. member accuses 
me of being dishonest and being a Judas to him when 
he was Speaker. I said - and I say again - that it is 
regrettable to be provoked into making disclosures. 
I didnot put up the hon. member a s  Speaker because 
the Chaplain resigned because he said the Speaker 
was a disgrace and was constantly drunk. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: May I remind the Leader of 
the Opposition that this has nothing to do with the 
Resolution? We a r e  not entertaining the Gallery o r  
otherhon. members here. We have come here to do 
the Resolution; so we do not have to know who was 
going to be Speaker o r  not, 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Chairman,the only 
reason I said it is because he accused me of letting 
him down. In fact, he said I was a Judas in not pro- 
posing him a s  Speaker af ter  he had been Speaker, 
and,  I repeat, things were so bad that the Chaplain 
resigned. Drunk and having a gir l  in there to eat 
lunch with him! (ASIDES.) * 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : Order. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Oh, silly old man, 
behave NOW 1 a m  not one of the people who Hone J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman ,...... 



Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman ,...... 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am allowing the Hon, Leader 

of the House to speak. 

Mr. HINDS: Before the hon. senior member for 
St. James? 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: He will have his opportunity 
too. 

Mr. HINDS: He has no more privilege than any - 
body else in here. 

Mr. CHA-IRMAN: He has no more privilege, but 
I am ruling. Will you please take your seat? 

Mr. HINDS: There a r e  two hon. members on 
their feet. Let both sit.  

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will both hon. members please 
take their seats? May I now hear the Leader of the 
House? 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I only rose 
to suggest to hon. members that they might wish to 
report progress and ask for leave to si t  again. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Let there be some order. Let 
the hon. senior member for St. Thomas address the 
House. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Peace and love, Mr. 
Chairman. Let us reduce the emotional temperature 
in here. Let us just get down to this question of the 
Resolution. 
4.40 p.m. 

Mr. Chairman, when I f irst  saw this Resolution, 
I cannot say that I fancied it. It seemed very much 
to be the pattern of recent Resolutions brought down 
by the Government to bale out statutory authorities 
from the very political hangers -on, so that I thought 
it was a very good speech by my colleague, the hon. 
senior member fo r  St., Thomas when he explained 
that these same hangers -on involve these Statutory 
Boards in expenditures which a re  not reasonable. 
To some extent, I came here today waiting to hear 
the speeches which would be made on this Resolu- 
tionand, truthfully, I did not imagine that this Reso- 
lution would have given r ise  to the exhibition which 
we have seen from the hon. senior member for St. 
Peter ,  I came in here waiting to hear from hon. 
members how they thought; and I must say that, af- 
ter  hearing the Minister in charge, good speech 
though it was, I felt that I could not vote for this 
Resolution. After hearing the hon. senior member 
for St. Peter, I knew that I would have to drop down 
dead,howing that in the last  week o r  so,  I have had 
my views changed about the hon. senior member for 
St. Peter, knowing his attitude up to Sunday to the 
Barbados Labour Party, and now hearing him de- 
fend this Resolution. Mr. Chairman, if the Minister 
had not *spoken, o r  if he had spoken differently o r  
less candidly, if the hon. senior member for St. 
James had not spoken and the hon. senior member 

for %Peter alone had made his speech, on the basis 
of that speech alone, I could not vote for this Reso- 
lution. I am going to move, and I hereby more, that 
this sumof $300,000 be reduced by $3.00. My reason 
for m-oving that is this; the smallest piece of silver 
(A MEMBER: Judas) and it is to mark the Judas - 
like tactics which we have witnessed in the political 
spectrum of Barbados within the last  two days. Why 
I am moving the reduction by this particular amount 
is that I intended to bring to the House 30 pieces of 
silver to hand to the Prime Minister to give to the 
hon. senior member for St. Peter ,  because that 
should be an addition to the $1,100 ....,. (Laughter 
and Cheers)  I was persuaded not to do that by cer-  
tain persons who said: "Ohl Have some sympathy 
with him; he is only scratching." I was reminded of 
a letter which the hon. senior member for St. Peter  
wrote to me only in October this year. Let me quote 
from it and I will make it a document of the House, 
if necessary. "My loyalty and respect to the Labour 
P a r  ty..... ." 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: No letter o r  anything like that 
will be read. (Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: It can be 
read.) 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am the Chairman, I am not 
permitting any letter to be read in here today. 
( A s i d e s )  I am ruling that no let ter  will be read in 
here today. 

Sir  GRANTLEY ADAMS: On a point of order. Is 
Your Honour saying that you a r e  giving a Ruling a1 - 
though there is no precedent, no Standing Order, no 
nothing to support it? Every day it is done in the 
House of Commons. I h?ve been trotting around with 
some of these things because I know that this sort  
of thing might happen. Mr. Speaker has pointed out 
a s  clearly a s  possible that where the Standing Orders 
a r e  silent you go by "May's", and you read "May's''. 
Anything whatever can be read provided that the 
Standing Order does not prohibit it, but you make it 
a document of the House. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: No personal letter will be a l -  
lowed to be read in here. ( A s i d e s )  Two hon. mem- 
bers a r e  on their feet. 

Mr. CRAIG: This is no personal letter; he is go- 
ing to make it a document of the House. 

Sir  GRANTLEY ADAMS: This is  not a personal 
letter; this is an official letter. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: How many hon, members a r e  
addressing the Chair? 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I hope I a m  address- 
ing the Chair.. I want to say something; I am not 
necessarily going to read a letter, but there a r e  
certain words that I want the House to hear. I a m  
not reading a letter from anybody, althoughyou may 
speculate where I have got these words from. These 
a r e  the words: "My loyalty ...... 



Mr. CHAIRMAN: Before the hon. member starts ,  
if those words which you would like hon. members to 
hear pertain to the Resolution, I will permit you to 
read them. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: They have to do with 
money. 

Mr. HINDS: On a point of order. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Just a minute, I will hear the 
hon. member afterwards; but I want the hon. senior 
member for St. Thomas to understand clearly what 
I have said. I hope that he has grasped it. I can hear 
the hon. member now on his point of order. 

Mr. HINDS: I am just drawing to Your Honour's 
attention that the hon. senior member for St. Thomas, 
before he began his address, prefaced his remarks 
with the words "Peace and love." It might be taken 
that if he is  going to quote from a letter now, you 
might find that it is a love letter. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That is not a point of order. 
Will the hon. senior member for St. Thomas please 
continue his remarks? 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I want the House to 
think of the Transport Board and bear these words 
in mind, because the Transport Board has been one 
of the sick men of the public life of Ba~bados for 
many years. The Transport Board could well have 
said: "I am, and has been since 1961, the victim of 
financial......" 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Hon. members shall not read 
newspapers, books, letters o r  other documents, ex- 
cept such matter therein a s  may be directly con- 
nected with the business under debate. Does the 
substance of the paper from which the hon. member 
is reading contain the substance under debate? 
(As ides )  

...... Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: What I am saying 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, on a 
point of order. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Let us hear the Minister's 
point of order. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, you 
a r e  about to be misled as  to the Standing Orders, and 
the point is this. When I was the Speaker of this Hon. 
Chamber, on one occasion a personal letter came to 
me. I dared and attempted to read it to the House 
and the hon. gentleman over there was mad with me, 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The point has been made. (A 
MEMBER: I remember.) 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: An hon. member 
here remembers. It is time to remember. The man 
who says that there a r e  Judases ...... 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The point has been made. 

Hon, K. N. R. HUSBANDS: And, by the way, I have 
no objection to the letter being read. 
4.50 p.m. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: The Transport Board 
may well find itself saying this to the Government: 
"I am and have been since 1961......" 

...... Mr. CHAlRMAN rose 

Mr. J. M, G ,  M. ADAMS: No, Mr. Chairman, let 
me make my speech. An hon. member must be al-  
lowed to make his speech. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You will be allowed to make 
your speech, but you prefaced your remarks by say- 
ing that the Transport Board may be allowed to 
speak. It is impossible1 for a Transport Board to 
speak. You can use different phraseology and I will 
accept it, but what you started with just now did not 
suit me. 

Mr. J. M. G.  M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I am 
sure the Transport Board has a Secretary who can 
sign letters and will direct them. You may imagine 
that the Transport Board has been in financial diffi- 
culties. It might have found itself through its Secre- 
tary, who can sign letters, o r  through its Director, 
who can speak to the Minister, in a position to say: 
"I am and have been since 1961 the victim of unfor- 
tunate financial circumstances." 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Transport Board would 
not be able to make that statement. (ASIDES.) 

Mr. J. M, G. M. ADAMS: NO, Mr. Chairman, do 
not mind the Leader of the House. The Transport 
Boardcould easily write that letter; it would have to 
come out some time, and the Leader of the House 
knows what I mean. Either the Resolution is going to 
be dealt with, o r  we will have constant interruptions. 
The Transport Board, o r  the Minister in charge of 
the Transport Board, might find itself o r  himself in 
a position where it has-or he has-to express senti- 
ments similar, perhaps, to these. The Minister may 
findhimself ina position where he has to say: "I am 
and have been since 1961 the victim of unfortunate 
financial circumstances." f l N T E R R U P I ' l O N )  

... Mr. CHAIRMAN rose. .  

Mr. SMITH: On a point of order, Mr. Chairman. 
You a re  there to rule and not to argue with members. 
If you a r e  going to rule, you must rule. I am not go - 
ing to s i t  down here and let a lot of foolishness go 
on around this Table the whole afternoon. It is for 
the Chairman to rule and stop arguing with members 
and members arguing with him. Rule, o r  leave the 
Chair. (ASIDES.) 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! I should like to 
hear the hon, senior member for St. Thomas alone 
in this Chamber. 

0 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, we are  
hearing things to right and left. Persons, who are  
not concerned about the p a n  of the speech that I am 
trying to make, a t  the head of the Table and on both 



gides of the House, seem to be trying to tell you how 
to rule, when to rule, what to say, and whom to per- 
mit to speak. The person principally concerned with 
what I am trying to say has actually invited me to say 
it, but the hon. senior member for St. Joseph and the 
hon. junior member for St. Lucy, less vociferously 
but more pointedly, perhaps, seem to be trying to 
suppress something. 

Mr. SMITH: On a point of order, Mr. Chairman. 
I am not trying to suppress anything. I want you to 
rule and to keep the standard of this Chamber up. 
That is what I want you to do, but I do not want to 
suppress anything. If the hon. senior member for St. 
Thomas wants to fly on me, I am ready for him now. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: This is not the place for that. If 
there a r e  going to be : battles, do not let them take 
place inhere, You can have them outside, if you care 
to. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, it is 
still peace and love, so  far  a s  I am concerned, in this 
matter. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: And I hope it will continue. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I do not stab anybody 
on this side in the back: I am not a negotiator o r  a 
traitor: and, therefore, if the senior member for St. 
Joseph is aggrieved by what I have said, clearly, I 
misunderstood him. When he got up to tell you to 
rule, I could not take him other than to mean that he 
was tryingto tell you to keep me quiet. If I have mis- 
understood him, I apologise to him. I a m  not going 
to cut anybody's throat on this side; I have never 
jumped from one side to the other like a jack-in-the - 
box, carrying information and negotiating for  any- 
body. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That has nothing to do with the 
Resolution. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I am not a traitor to 
any of my colleagues here. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, the senior member 
for St. Thomas says that he will not be a negotiator 
o r  a traitor, but I would not be seen with a gambler. 
Let him get up and let us have it out here and now. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! Calm your tem- 
pers; I am on my feet. (ASIDES.) 

Mr. J. M. G. M, ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I am 
serious about trying to talk about this in an atrnos- 
phere of quiet. I do not know who is here concerned 
to put an umbrella over the hon. senior member for 
St. Peter's head to save him from embarrassment. I 
do not know if anybody is here, but I do not wish to 
quarrel with any of my colleagues here. I repeat to 
the hon. sepior member for St. Joseph that if I have 
misunderstood him, I apologise. He is a member of 
the same Party a s  I am, and I have no intention of 
stabbing him in the back. I am only so r ry  that I mis- 
understood him, perhaps, through suspicions for one 

.reason o r  another. (Mr. SMITH: You were a boy when 
I was a man.) When I am a man you will be ...... 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : Order, please! 

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I am sorry,  Mr. Chair- 
man. We have sometimes to go to some trouble to 
keep our tempers but, nevertheless, I intend to keep 
mine. Now, the burden of my speech, Mr. Chairman, 
a s  you may recall, deals with the fact that I have 
heard this Resolution defended by the hon. senior 
member for St. Peter. 

Hon. K. N.  R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, on a 
point of order. Will the hon. member tell the Com- 
mittee where he and I discussed this Resolution in 
any form o r  in any place? He o r  his father? 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, the hon. 
senior member for St. Peter is not himself today. In 
other words, the hon. senior member for St. Peter  
does not know what is going on. I heard him defend- 
ing it in here. What did he do but defend i t  in here 
today? What is he getting up on? Tell him to behave 
himself, Mr. Chairman. He is old enough now to 
knowbetter. He made a speech in here defending the 
Resolution, and that is  the speech about which I am 
talking. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: On a point of order, 
Mr. Chairman. The hon. member said he heard me 
defending the Resolution in here. I thought he was 
takingup the strain of his father and was saying that 
Iwas defending it at "Tyrol Cot". 1 apologise to the 
hon. member. That would have been an untruth. I 
apologise to the hon. member; I misunderstood him. 

Mr. J. M. G. Mt ADAMS: I would get another 
bottle of ;inand let the hon. senior member for St. 
Joseph carry  the hon. senior member for St. Peter 
outside. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, the hon. senior 
member for St. Thomas is saying that I must carry 
the hon. senior member for St. Peter  outside. He is 
more suitable to carry him outside, because I like 
the female sex. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That has nothing to do with the 
Resolution. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, the 
hon. senior member for St. Joseph may well be right, 
because last Friday night the hon. senior member 
fo r  St. Peter and Iwere a r m  in a r m  into Cadogan's 
rum shop in Chapel Street, Speightstown, talking 
about unity of the Barbados Labour Party and dis - 
cussingtheforthcoming programme of the St. Peter 
Constituency Branch of the Party for  1969 and mak- 
ingarrangements for  the next meeting. (Mr. SMITH: 
And at  the same time cutting the junior member for  
St. Peter's throat.) 

Mr. HINDS; On a point of order. My throat is 
not cut anywhere l 
5.00 p.m. 



Mr. CHAIRMAN: This is becoming too much of 
a joke, If there is no more &bate I shall put the 
question. 

Mr. HINDS: You mentioned putting the question, 
but I want to intimate that I intend to speak again. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, nobody 
is cutting the throat of the hon. junior member for 
St. Peter. He would be the first to tell you that he 
very unselfishly over a year ago volunteered to step 
down from the seat in St. Peter should there be 
single member constituencies, and he and I have 
hadconversations about it. Let us get things straight. 

Mr. Chairman, the one part of the argument 
which I appreciated when I heard the hon. senior 
member for St. Peter speaking was when he 
talked about paying debts. I really could understand 
his argument at that stage. I could appreciate what 
hewas saying. I couldrelate it to when he said to the 
hon. junior member for St, Joseph:"You a r e  cosy in 
your seat; I am cosy in mine"; and 1 know he is being 
consistent when he supports this Resolution on the 
grounds of getting money from something to pay debts, 
because again, Mr. Chairman, I am going to urge 
this on hon, members: if that part of the new Minis- 
ter 's argument found any favour with them, they can 
believe that the Minister was sincere, because the 
Minister rang me yesterday over the telephone and 
told me that it was for money he was crossing the 
floor. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: On a point of order, 
that is a lie. I categorically deny that. I told the hon. 
member that I had made my decision, and his in- 
terest  in it was whether I would pay a r rea r s  to the 
Barbados Labour Party. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The point has been made. Let 
the hon. member continue. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I am 
glad he said that, because he said that when he gets 
a few months of the Minister's salary, he will pay the 
Barbados Labour Party the money he owes it. In 
fact,he believes in paying his debts. He said: "Tom, 
youunderstand why! You know my circumstances." I 
said: "Do you mean money?" and he said "Yes". 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: That is a deliberate 
lie. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Minister of Agriculture is 
constantly jumping up. He is not saying "On a point 
of order" o r  addressing the Chair. I feel a man of 
his experience should know better and set an example. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS:On a point of order, I 
would not have insulted the Chair in that manner. 
I telephoned the hon. senior member for St. Thomas 
and told him I had made a decision. It is not for me 
toaskhimor any other member onthat side to make 
adecision for me. The only interest he had in it was 
what part of the Party's subscriptions I would pay 
back to him. The telephone conversation did not last 
two minutes. 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order, 
I am not prepared to obstruct the business of the 
House, but the hon, senior member fok St, Peter said 
he did not cross the floor for money. Would he be 
able to tell us if he crossed the floor on policy? 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: We a r e  not dealing with cross - 
ing the floor. We a r e  dealing with the Resolution. 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, may I draw to your 
attention that you must take advice from the Clerk 
and not from the Marshal? You would be a stupid 
man if you took advice from anybody except the Clerk 
of the House. Every minute one sees the Marshal 
telling you to s i t  down and telling somebody what to 
do. It is the Clerk of the House'who must advise you. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. member take his 
seat? You a r e  going too far. Please do not let me 
enforce the law. You a r e  not in a position to say 
what theMarshal is saying to me. You a r e  only ima- 
gining things. I am asking you to take your seat and 
let the hon. senior member for St. Thomas speak. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, a s  I 
said, let us keep it at a low level. But before the hon. 
senior member for St. Peter in the face of his new 
colleagues makes any denials, I should advise him 
that the Treasurer of the Barbados Labour Party 
was present sitting down next to the telephone lis - 
tening while he rang me; so do not let him continue 
his denial thinking it is only my word against his. 
The Treasurer of the Barbados Labour Party heard 
when I asked him if it was for money. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: On a point of order, 
such cantankerous behaviour that suits him does not 
come within the Resolution; so I would ask hon. 
members to confine themselves to this Resolution, 
a s  they a r e  not speaking the truth. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: On a point of order, I 
am appealing to the Leader of the House, on the 
question of adjournment and so on, whether he does 
not think it is a convenient opportunity to adjourn 
until the third week in January if this heat is going 
on. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, in fairness 
to the whole Committee, I did suggest that hon. 
members might wish to have a cooling-off period a 
few minutes ago when I was prepared to report pro - 
gress so that after  ten o r  fifteen minutes hon. mem- 
bers might resume in a different frame of mind. The 
Hon. Leader of the Opposition assured me that he 
was willing to finish the Resolution then, and there- 
fore I desisted. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: If perhaps ten o r  fif- 
teen minutes will lead to more refreshment in the 
heads of people, perhaps i t  is a good thing to ad- 
journ now. * 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, while 
the Leader of the House is considering that...... 



Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that Your Honour do now report progress and ask 
for  leave to sit again, 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 

without division. 

T h e  CHAlRMAN reported and Mr.  DEPUTY SPEAKER 

resumed the Chair and reported accordingly. 

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY 
THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am 
commanded to lay the following Message from his 
Excellency the Governor-General: 

HISEXCELLENCYTHEGOVERNOR-GENERAL 
TO 

THE HONOURABLE THE HOUSE O F  ASSEMBLY 

His Excellency the Governor-General has 
the honour to inform the Honourable the House of 
Assembly that under the provisions of section 66 of 
the Constitution of Barbados, the appointment of Mr. 
A. DaC. Edwards, M.P., a s  Minister of Agriculture, 
Labour and National Insurance has been revoked 
with effect from the 17th December, 1968. 

His Excellency further has the honour to 
inform the Honourable House that under the provi- 
sions of section 65 of the said Constitution Mr. 
K. N. R.  Husbands, M.P. ,  has been appointed to be 
Minister of Agriculture, Labour and National Insur- 
ance with effect from the 17th December, 1968. 

(Sgd.) A. Winston Scott, 
Governor -General. 

Government House 
Barbados 
17th December, 1968. 
5.10 p.m. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, in connection with this Message, 
Ihave been informed hy the hon. senior member for 
St. Andrew that he wishes henceforth to be known 
and considered a s  a Government backbencher, and, 
consequently, the numbers of the Majority Party 
have been increased by one. 

SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, 1 beg 
to move that this sitting be now suspended for  fif- 
teen minutes. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 

without diLision, and Mr.  DEPUTY SPEAKER suspended 
the sitting accordingly. 

5.15 p.m. 

Mr. WEEKES: Mr. Speaker, there is no quorum 
present, and I ask that the Bell beL rung. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I thank the hon, member for 
drawing that to my attention. Let the Bell be rung. 

On the Bell being rung, a quorum was obtained. 

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: When the sitting was suspended, 
the House was in Committee of Supply. Automatically, 
it resumes Committee of Supply. 

Mr SPEAKER l e f t  the Chair, and the House resumed 

Committee o f  Supply, Mr, HOPPZN in the Chair. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When the House was in Com- 
mittee of Supply before the suspension of the sitting, 
we were considering a Resolution for the sum of 
$3OO,OOO. 

T h e  question that this Resolution do now pass was 

put and resolved in the affirmative, the Committee dividing 

as follows:- 

AYES: Hon'bles G. G. FERGUSSON, N. W. 
BOXILL, Messrs. LOWE, CORBIN, SPRINGER, 
SARGEANT AND WEEKES - 7. 

NOES: Messrs. LYNCH and J. M. G. M. ADAMS 
- 2. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1967-68 NO. 53 

CASUAL LABOUR - SPECIAL RESERVE FOR 
EXTRAORDINARY ROAD DAMAGE 

A Resolution for the sum o f  $95,949 was called. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Chairman, f irst  of all, 
I must thank hon. members opposite for agreeing to 
deal with this Resolution, but if they had given any 
indication that they were not willing to deal with it. 
I would have had to leave it off. The sum of $95,000, 
a s  the Addendum sets out, was provided in the cur-  
rent Estimates under Head 34 - Ministry of 
Communications and Works .Item 44 - Casual Labour - 
$45,000.00,andItem 82 - Special Reserve for Extra- 
ordinary Road Damage, $50,000.00 to continue work on 
the roadways and bridges damaged in December 1966. 
This provision is almost exhausted and the sum of 
$95,949 is required to complete the work for the re -  
mainder of the financial year a s  follows: - 

Item 44 - Casual Labour - $26,692: Item 82 - 
Special Reserve for Extraordinary Road Damage - 
$69,257. Before I s i t  down, Mr. Chairman, I will give 
hon. members a rundown a s  to how this money is 
going to be spent, but one of the main reasons why I 
would like hon. members to approve this Resolution 
is that it would help people to get their Christmas 
dinner - Newcastle in St. John, Springvale in St. 



Joseph, Parkr Road in St. Joreph, Spr Hil l ,  St. 
Joseph, Rock Hall in St. Andrew, Coggin@ Bridge 
tnSt, Andrew, Springvale in St, Andrsw, Foster Hall, 
FriendehSp and Trio Path in St, Andrew, Boscobel in 

=&, Andrew, Foster Hall, St. Joseph, King Street in 
St. Andrew, Cherry Tree Hill, St, Andrew and Con- 
s e a  Bay In St. John, 

Thie hi in the Scotland District, a s  hon. mem- 
bers will reallse, and we know what usually happens, 
a s  happened in 1966 when I was out of the island. I 
beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass was 

put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Chairman, before you 
put the next Resolution, I should like to thank hon. 
members on the opposite side for their co -operation 
in this measure. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1967 -68 NO. 55 

GRATUITIES TO FORMER MEMBERS 
RESOLUTION POSTPONED 

A Resolution for the sum o f  $35,000.00 was called. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I should like to 
drawthis to the attention of hon. members, We could 
not s i t  here and vote for gratuities for past mem- 
bers of the House without knowing what the Bill is. 
The Bill should be dealt with first. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, we a r e  in 
Committee dealing with a Money Resolution. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 know, but we will have to 
come out of Committee and go back in. I could not 
s i t  down and vote for  this money. The Hon. Leader 
of the House knows that he should not do this. You 
should not put this Resolution up until you have the 
Bill. We should know the substance of what is hap- 
peningbefore we can do this; we could not very well 
do this. 

The consideration o f  the Resolution was postponed. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1967 -68 NO. 54 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPENSATION 

A Resolution for the sum o f  $2,547 was called. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, this sum of 
money is required to supplement Item 13 - Local 
Government Compensation. It is required a s  an 
award of compensation to Mr. Pearson Scott in re -  
spect of, a s  the Addendum states, the diminution of 
emoluments suffered by him resulting from his 
transfer from the office of Vestry Clerk and Paro- 
chial Treasurer to the office of the Clerk of the 

Southern Diatrict Council. I beg to move that this 
Rerolution do now w e ,  

Hon. G. G. FERGUSGON: I beg to second that. 
5.45 p.m. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr.  Chairman, it would be of in- 
terest  to learn from the hon. Leader of the Mouse if 
there a r e  any other officers who a r e  in a similar 
position to Mr. Scott,and, if so, why did not the Gov- 
ernment find it necessary to attend to all such mat- 
ters  a t  one and the same time. I think this is an 
opportunityfor me, too, Sir, to draw to the attention 
of this Hon. House the plight of some workers who 
have served the old Vestries and the old Local Gov- 
ernment Councils. I speak with particular reference 
to some of them in the Northern Districts. 

You will find that there a r e  quite a number of 
these people who have served for periods of well 
over thirty years. I can speak of one particular 
worker who serve4 in the old Road Board; he served 
in the Vestry; he served in the Local Government 
Council, and he then went over to the Ministry of 
Communications and Works. He rose from a canton- 
nier to supervisor. He put in something like thirty- 
two years, and when he retired hk was still a casual 
worker. The situation is, a s  it obtains in this par-  
ticular case to which I refer, that he is not entitled 
to a pension after working for 32 years. He has 
climbed every possible staircase that he could, He 
lives inmy constituency, and his son wrote me from 
England asking me to go and see  his fatherand see 
what I can do for him in this case. His name is 
Newsam from the Castle. 

Since then I have found that, in other Depart- 
ments of Government, there a r e  a number of people 
who have served for periods of over 30 years; but 
because they have worked in various Departments 
they have to get people to swear to affidavits that they 
served at the Central Road Board for a certain pe- 
riod and served at the Vestry for another period and 
so on. In spite of the fact that they have been able to 
have the affidavits sworn to by people who have re -  
tired - and, in some case, some of them have gone 
abroad - they still  find dgficulty !in getting a pen- 
sion, No proper records, apparently, have been kept 
during the past years. I am hoping that something 
will be done not oidy for Mr. Scott because he hap- 
pens to be the Clerk of the Council, but for every 
class of worker. 

I am asking the Governmetn if it can advertise 
and make h known that all of the people who served 
for  a number of years can submit claims, and let us 
deal with all of them at one time. If it is necessary 
to summon a Special Meeting of the House to deal 
with them, I a m  willing to come out a t  any hour. I 
a m  sure  any hon. member from this side would be 
willing to attend such a meeting. After all, we know 
that many of these people worked for w q e s  in those 
days that cannot be compared with the wages paid 
today. I am appealing to the Government to do what 
it can to help these poor workers. 



Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Chairman, I should like 
to se t  the hon. member's mind at  ease. M r .  Newsam's 
problem, is simply this. He was to have been ap- 
pointed, but in the Government service, like any 
other Service, when you a r e  going to be appointed a s  
a Civil Servant you have to produce a medical certi- 
ficate in order to get into the Service. Apparently, 
when Mr. Newsam went to get his medical certificate, 
it was discovered that he had sugar o r  diabetes - 
something was wrong, and he could not have been 
appointed. There was a snag, and I took up the mat- 
ter  some time ago. I do not think I will go after it 
again to find out what was wrong. 

It is true that Mr. Newsam might have been 
working for several years,  but what the hon. mem- 
ber must also remember is that sometimes people 
work spasmodically and they do not serve the stipu- 
lated time in order to qualify for a pension. I do not 
think that is what really happened in Mr. Newsam's 
case. His case was that he could not have been ap- 
pointed when he should have been appointed. I still 
feel that he should have been able to get something 
a s  a casual worker. There was some snag in the 
matter, but it was an Establishment matter. I do not 
know anything about Establishment matters. I will 
promise the hon. member that I will take up the mat- 
ter  tomorrow to find out how far  they have got with 
Mr. Newsam's case. 

Mr. HINDS: I thank the hon. member for his 
promise, but in Mr. Newsam's case he will find that 
he was debarred from being appointed on the Es - 
tablishment. Undoubtedly, after working for 32 years, 
if he is not entitled to a pension, then consideration, 
should be given to his receiving a gratuity o r  some 
c.1 gratin I grant. 

T h e  question that the Resolution do now pass was 

put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

RECOMMITTAL OF RESOLUTION FOR $300,000 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I should like to 
make it clear that back benchers of the Government 
- and even Ministers of the Government - do not 
know all of the procedures of this House. I beg to 
move that the Resolution for $300,000 be recom- 
mitted and that it be recommitted for the simple 
reason that you cannot si t  here and pass it without 
giving us a breakdown. The Minister says that they 
owe this money. Is it for  gasolene, tyres, new buses 
o r  what? (ASIDES.) I am perfectly in order, and I 
move that the Resolution be recommitted. If it is 
seconded and not recommitted, then the Government 
will have passed the Resolution without telling us to 
whom the Transport Board owed this $300,000. 

Mr. HINDS: I beg to second that. 

T h e  question was put and resolved in the affirmative 

without division. 

Mr. St. JOHN: Mr. Chairman, I did not speak on 
the last octasion on the Resolution. I intended to 
speak, but a s  we were entering the Chamber the mo- 
tion was put to the Committee. 
5.55 p.m. 

Now the point I want to make, M r ,  Chairman, is 
that I am today still far  from sathsfied with the ser- 
vice that the people from Silver Sands to Bridgetown 
aregetting from the Transport Board, in spite of the 
fact that we have to come here periodically and p w s  . 
money to subsidise the Transport Board. I would also 
like to draw to the Hon. Minister's attention, and to 
ask him if he can have a specific investigation of it, 
if it is a fact, that tickets from one of their agents in 
the Christ Church area  were sent back.The agent had a 
receipt for them, and these tickets were not in the 
office, but were being sold at  the booth in Fairchild 
Street bus stand. It is no use your denying the fact 
that there is inefficiency, incompetence, double - 
crossing and plain, straightforward stealing going 
along at  the Transport Board in some respects. I 
want to make it clear that I am not including the 
Manager in this, because I happen to know in that 
particular instance that he did his best to investigate 
it, but he was frustrated by a number of channels 
through which the matters come to his notice. 

I would also point out that the situation a t  the 
Transport Board must have deteriorated to a con- 
siderable extent since the last  financial report which 
was laidon the Table of this House for the year ended' 
30th s e p t e m d r ,  because if you look a t  Schedule 2 of 
that report, you will see  under Creditors and Credit 
Balances at  30th September, 1967, Trade Creditors 
atthatperiodof time were $169,373.51. The total for 
creditors a t  that time was $280,412.41. Now this Reso- 
lutionstates that the sum needed is $300,000; so that 
in the last financial year of your Transport Board, it 
is obvious and ought to be very obvious to anyone 
with any knowledge of accountancy that your situation 
has deteriorated to the extent that you have not made 
sufficient revenue o r  genuine profit in this last f i -  
nancial year to cover your liabilities. You made a 
loss at  least to the extent of another $20,000, and 
further, you have not made a sufficient profit to cover 
any of the outstanding liabilities a s  a t  30th Septem- 
ber, 1967. 

I thinkthat the time has come when all Statutory 
Boards should have stock-taking. I think that we 
have got to examine the general attitude of all Gov- 
ernments and potential Governments on the question 
of the Statutory Board a s  an instrument of manage- 
ment in relation to territories like ours,with their 
resources of management and with the attitude of 
mind, I believe, towards Government-owned institu- 
tions. I believe it would be a good thing for these 
Statutory Boards if the Government were to see the 
wisdom of appointing some members of the other 
side a s  members of these Boards. This is no revo- 
lutionary policy doctrine. I do not think the Govern- 
ment could feel that the policy directives of the 
Government would not be carried out, because they 
would have to appoint people, with a majority whom 
they feel would carry ,out their objectives; but my 
experience of this has been that, removed from the 
glare of publicity, within the confines of the Board 
room it is possible to get a large measure of agree- 
ment and help from people of different political Pa r -  
ties when they sit around a table where there is no 



queetion of the glare of publicity and no gallery to 
play to, I thWc it would help aleo to m u r e  that em- 
ployees in the Statutory Boards recognise &at there 
must be f irst  of all a sense of iGyalty to the organi- 
eation that employees have, and not loyalty to any 
particular political Party. 

I hear a lot of talk about Black Power and vari- 
ous things. But, Mr. Chairman, let us not forget that 
the people who a r e  in control of the Government and 
the Government institutions in this country and even 
since adult suffrage have been black people. There is 
no doubt about that. What we have got to recognise 
in this country is that if you place a man in a par- 
ticular position, that position entails the exercise of 
power and authority, and people have got to respect 
that fact. They used to respect people before when 
they were of different complexion; they do not like to 
respect people today because they happen to be black. 
I(Cheersb We have got also to remember that every 
cent we spend in subsidising the operations of an 
organisation like this is depriving our social s e -  
curity, our housing and other necessary social s e r -  
vices from getting that money to make improvements 
for the general benefit of the mass of people in this 
country. 

I would really like to see an enquiry by an inter - 
Party Committee of the House into the operations 
of the Transport Board, not in the same sense in 
which you would have an enquiry by an accounting 
body, hut an enquiry wherebg you would see the op- 
erations, whereby the public and the employees 
would know and understand that Parliament a s  a 
whole is concerned about the standard of efficiency 
a t  the Transport Board. I think it would do a tremen- 
dous amount of good, and I really feel that it would 
tend to increase the efficiency of the Board. 

Now there was a lot of theoretical talk on the 
other side about transferring to private enterprise 
and that s o n  of thing. I believe that the service ren- 
dered by the Transport Board is better than the one 
run by private enterprise in this country; and what 
is more, there will always be areas of economic ac-  
tivity which Government in any society, even in the 
United States, has decided in its mind it is in the 
public interest for Government to run, whether it is 
Socialist, Capitalist o r  otherwise. What has become 
a problem in the 20th Century has been that the ma- 
chinery of Government and the Governmental method 
of dealing with things is not a s  efficient a s  the one 
dealt with by private enterprise. It may be that pri-  
vate enterprise is more ruthless in its employer/ 
employee relationships. I notice that in England 
lately they have decided to change the Post Office 
from a Government Department and established it 
somewhat in the namre of a Statutory Board. Our 
record with Statutory Boards is not something that 
any of us can be proud of. I s w i t  to the Leader of 
the House on the other sidethat there has been in 
Parliament in Britain an inter-Parliamentary Com- 
mittee set up by Parliament to report on the struc- 
ture of Statutory Boards and such authorities with a 
view to making recommendations as  to how parlfa - 
rnentary control can he assumed over the financial 

toperatiom of the organiilations, We have a Public 
Account8 Committee here, and I do feel thab the time 
ie ripe now, particularly when we a r e  revising our 
Standing Ordare, for thi.8 inter -Governmental Com- 
mittee to be appointed not only to deal with the 
Transport Board, but with all other Statutory Boards 
in Barbados. 

I a m  not going to speak, Mr. Chairman, on this 
occasiononother matters which arose. I do not think 
it is necessary, because hearing so much Scripture 
today made me look back a t  my Scripture, and I al- 
ways remember this: the betrayal of one man has 
never affected the profound faith of human beings in 
the Christian faith, The behaviour of one man will 
never affect the profound and deep belief in the Bar- 
bados Labour Party in Barbados. (Cheers) 

'6.05 p.m. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, my 
motion, which you might call the Judas amendment, 
not having been seconded at the appropriate time, I 
will not, a t  this stage, pursue it. The umbrella which 
was held out over the hon. senior member for St. 
Peter succeeded all too well in its effect; but had it 
not succeeded, we st i l l  have to be grateful for its 
success. Had it not succeeded, the demolition job 
done by the hon, member who has just sat  down, 
those words which will ring around Barbados as  long 
a s  the hon. senior member for St. Peter is a mem- 
ber - it will not be long - those words might not 
have ,been uttered. Therefore, I am glad that, at least, 
they should be uttered in that atmosphere. I very 
much hope that this issue of the lOfficial Gazette : will 
get into print early. Truthfully, Mr. Chairman, a 
number of us came here prepared to speak on the 
Resolution and nothing else; I do not believe that we 
would have had any of the confusion, were it not for 
the intervention of the hon. senior member for St. 
Peter, who really would have done well to have sat 
downandkept quiet, realising that, although we can- 
not forgive and although we may have feelings of 
contempt, nevertheless feelings of sympathy might 
have been allowed to prevail, at least on the opening 
day of play. We have our feelings; we h o w  what we 
think of him; but we would have been prepared to 
say: "Enough for a little time; keep that for Speights - 
town." 

What I cannot understand about the Transport 
Board is this, Although the speech of the hon. senior 
member for Christ Church has perhaps given me a 
little elucidation, I do not catch buses and therefore 
I do not know. As f a r  as I can recall, it is 17 years 
since I have been on a bus in Barbados, except for 
going to an excursion. I regret it sometimes. I do 
not even get the opportunity to catch buses because 
where I live, I would not even know how to go about 
catching buses because I do not see them. The hon. 
senior member for Christ Church has indicated that 
he thinks that the service run by the Transport Board 
is a better service than that run by the pgivate con- 
cessionaires. Certainly they have better buses.1 
will give you an example. The buses which a r e  now 
painted in yellow and which run up and down Spooner's 
Hill - I recognise three of them, and I have even 



told the Minister when they were bought. They were 
importedbyhnr. Jones in 1947 - M-737; M-749, I 
think it is; I cannot remember the third number, 
but I remember when they were imported. I r e -  
member M-737 being one of the school buses which 
took me to school when I was first in Sixth Form. 
What I cannot understand is this. If those buses can 
make a profit, why can't the Transport Board make 
a profit? The Transport Board has had new buses, 
and it has not got to worry about the capital cost of 
the fleet of new buses, because the cost of that fleet 
has been paid off entirely. It was agreed by the House 
to scrap the old buses, and yet with a fleet of modern 
buses, with good routes and flat routes in Christ 
Church - the old General Motor Bus routes which 
were always flatter - more densely populated, wider 
routes, easier to operate than the ' buses which 
have to go uphill a11d downhill in the northern parts 
of the island - why with this network of good routes 
that formerly belonged to, definitely, the largest of 
the private concessionaires, the Transport Board 
cannot make a profit? 

This figure of $300,000 looks very shaky, any - 
how. I find it impossible to believe that the debts of 
the Transport Board add up to a round figure. It was 
$280,412. I gather, Mr. Chairman, that they want 
$300,000 to round it off. Backpay only amounts to 
$65,000 out of this amount. 1 daresay that the Minis - 
t e r  will go into all of this in due course. 

As to this talk about political hangers-on, in 
whose hands was the advertising,which is a patent 
source of money-making for the Transport Board? 
In whose hands was the contract for advertising the 
Transport Board's buses? - Mr. Tony Vanterpool. 
Mow can you expect, when things a r e  shared out by 
means of favours in that way, anything but these 
debts? The hon. senior member for St. Michael is in 
his seat. There is nothing in the law which prevents 
him from being a member of the Transport Board 
now. He, apparently, was induced to resign his po - 
sition a t  the Transport Board in the mistaken belief 
that it was one of those Boards on which no member 
of the House of Assembly could sit; but there is no 
reason really why he should not be there now. If the 
hon, member has been there now, at least he might 
be able to tell us things that never reached the Min- 
ister because if certain abuses do not reach the 
General Manager, they certainly cannot reach the 
Minister. I would hope, however, that the hon. mem- 
ber's contact with the political hangers -on would be 
a little closer than the Minister's o r  the General 
Manager's. I do not know if,  when the Minister talks 
about political hangers -on, he has in mind the name - 
sake of the hon. junior member for St. Joseph and 
myself. This gentleman's principal contribution to 
transport affairs recently has been to hold a meeting 
in Bush Hall yard and mistakenly tell the public that 
I took 11 years to pass a Bar Examination, o r  some 
such figure, It should be known - I have heard it said 
in James S t r e e t  in circles very close to the office 
which the Prime Minister formerly used to occupy: 
"Why, if you don't give Michael something to do, he 
will carry away all the Party's money all over again." 
I have heard that said in James Street. You must 

give Adams something, and I do not mean either the 
hon. junior member for St. Joseph o r  myself. With 
that attitude that a certafn Party hack is going to 
carry away the money of the Democratic Labour 
Party unless you give him a job at the Transport 
Board, who could wonder that there a re  burdens on 
the Minister's back? 

Mr. Chairman, I do not want to embarrass the 
Minister; so I a m  not going to ask him to say that he 
means Mr. Michael Adams when he talks about the 
political hangers -on who dip their hands in the till. I 
am not going to ask him to say that; I am not even 
goingto ask him to deny it. I am not associating him 
with that; but whomever he meant,we can feel that the 
Transport Board has persons like that working for 
it. As long a s  you have somebody of the calibre of 
Adams working a t  the Transport Board, you will get 
accusations like this, and you a r e  going to get them 
from within your own Party because it is within your 
own Party that the propensities and proclivities of 
Mr. Michael Adams a re  best known. 
6.15 p.m. 

Mr. Chairman, I have already voted against this 
Resolution, and I will vote against it a second time. 
Theremust be a stage a t  which we in the Opposition 
have to cry "&o". We cannot go on and on with the 
B.M.C., the C.B.C.; we will soon hear about the 
Housing Authority and so on. We cannot go on with 
these things and have the Public Treasury regarded 
as  a milch cow for a pack of incompetents and racke- 
teers in the Government. There a r e  people who get 
up and say that we must pay these debts and you 
must have the money to pay these debts. I refer to 
the hon, senior member for  St. Peter,  but I am not 
scandaling him now. What is wrong with that argu- 
ment is not only the person who put it forward, but 
the nature of the argumeit itself, (ASIDES.) 

Mr. Chairman, the Leader of the House is pro- 
voking me. He should know that you can scandalise 
a man by saying something that is true just a s  you 
can say something that is false. I could scandalise 
him by telling the truth about him, but I would not 
be so rude. Mr. Chairman, do not let the Leader of 
the House wind up the engine again. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Ithink the Leader of the House 
is capable of handling himself with you. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I am sure he is capa- 
ble of handling himself: although I would not have 
saidhith me; Mr. Chairman. Anyhow, what is wrong 
with the new Minister's argument is this. We in the 
Opposition a r e  not here only to say that the Trans- 
port Board has debts and they must be paid. The 
financialnexus, however important it may be to the 
hop. senior member for St. Peter,  is not the only 
nexus upon which we must estimate our votes. We 
have to vote against a Resolution as  a matter of 
policy. If we feel, a s  a matter of principle, that the 
administration of the Transport Board has been bad, 
and that it has been bad because a wrong approach 
has been made to the problems of staffing o r  to any 
of its problems, then the only means we have of ex- 



pressing our feelings is by voting against the 
Resolution, 

The hon. senior member for St. Peter's argu- 
ment would be appropriate only if he were on this 
side and was urging us, a s  one of us, to vote for the 
Resolutionon the grounds that some harm would re- 
sult if we did not vote for it. When, after one day 
in the Ministry, he sits on the other side and urges 
that this must be done because debts a r e  to be paid, 
the argument carr ies  no weight because it is not a 
meaningfulargument. The only meaning to the argu- 
meat is that, joined to the $2 1/4 million in C.B.C., 
the $ 1 1/2 million in the B.M.C., the racketeering 
in the Housing Authority, there is now at least $2 
million in the Transport Board, but we will not go 
into that. It is now $300,000 a t  the Transport Board 
which has to be paid for. That is the way we in the 
Opposition have to look a t  it, and that is why we can - 
not vote for it. 

Mr. Chairman, I am not quarrelling with the 
Minister of Communications and Works. (ASIDES) 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I in- 
vite the Minister to quarrel with me a s  much as  he 
likes, but I am still  not quarrelling with him because 
he was candid in this business. (ASIDES) He still has 
to tell us for what he owes the money, but I took it 
that the hon. senior member for Bridgetown had a l -  
ready dealt with that. The Minister still has to tell 
us exactly how this money is going to be paid out. 
How you can keep people waiting, from what I see 
from the last Transport Board's Report, for debts 
of that sort ,  I do not know. 

The Prime Minister talks about getting a dis - 
count and the paying of all bills within tbirty days, 
but the same people who deal with the Transport 
Board in the matter of supplying raw materials a re  
the same people who deal with the Government, and 
they do not make a distinction between the Transport 
Board and the Government. They feel it is the Gov- 
ernment they a r e  dealing with. That is the way they 
look at it. Looking a t  the principle of the matter, we 
feel that the place is badly run. It is badly nm for 
the very reason that the Minister gives - political 
interference. The entire Government is responsible 
and we want to show the Government that we feel it 
is responsible by voting against this Resolution. 

Hon, N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Chairman, 1 recom- 
mitted this Head not because I have any fear of any- 
body. (Mr. MOTTLEY: You recommitted it?) We have 
the numbers and we could have stopped it. Before I 
answer any question, let me make one point clear 
because the junior member for St. Joseph once said 
that the memories of the people in Barbados a r e  
short and, apparently, it is so with some people, but 
not with me. 

We came into this House in 1961, and I can r e  - 
member in 1962 when the Prime Minister was pre- 
senting his f irst  Budget, the Transport Board then 

had an estimate of $150,000 as  a deficit, They said 
this is what we would lose and this is what has been 
going on from 1955. When hon, members on the op- 
posite side get up and try to make out a case, do not 
let anybody fool you. 'I have been around here too 
long, Mr. Chairman; the amount was $150,000, and 
the Prime Minister said to the Manager, who was an 
ex-policeman: "Go and have your head examined. 
Are you telling me about throwing away $150,000 be- 
fore you have made a cent?" We never gave the 
Transport Board one cent, and it kept itself going 
for a considerable time. The first time the Govern- 
ment i s  goingto vote money for the Transport Board 
I is today. (ASIDES.) Hon. members over there, who 
a r e  trying to make out a case, can only make out a 
case with idiots like themselves. (Mr. MOTTLEY: 
You cannot call anybody in here an idiot! You a re  an 
ass.) 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, better words. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Why cannot I call you - the 
hon. senior member for Bridgetown - an idiot? You 
have got up in here and used the most offensive 
language to me. You a r e  now telling me that I can- 
not call you an idiot. You a re  a village idiot! 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I do not like those words used 
in here. There is a complaint about the word "idiot", 
and now you have emphasised it by using the words 
"village idiot". Please refrain from using such 
words. 

Hon. N,  W. BOXILL: Mr.Chairman, if you want 
me to refrain from using such words, then you must 
tell...... 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I have no one to tell anything 
to. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: I will abide by the Ruling 
of the Chair. Mr. Chairman, what I am trying to 
point out, and the hon. senior member for the City 
knows this a s  well a s  anybody in here, if he has any 
memory. This is something that used to be in the 
Estimates from 1955, and in 1962 the sum of $150,000 
was put into the Estimates a s  sometQing to be thrown 
away. I did not hear one word from anybody on the 
opposite side then, Sir. 
6.25 p.m. 

Now, Mr.  Chairman, what is eating out mem - 
bers on the opposite side is that they thought they 
hadaGovernment.Wel1, it is not done like that. You 
have to go to the electorate and let the people de- 
cide. It is not because somebody went that side. 
Somebody went that side and somebody came this 
side. As a matter of fact, nobody has gone that side; 
so I know they have found out their mistake. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: On a point of order, 
would he admit that we did not have $1,100 a month 
to offer? o 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That does not come within the 
Resolution. Let the hon. junior member for St. 
Thomas contime. 



#on. N. W, BOXILL: The hon, junior member 
for  St. Joseph is not going to say that is not a point 
oforder, but "like father,like son." You are talking 
about $1,100 to offer, but I will say this on the floor 
of this House now. After they heard what was taking 
place, they called up one of their yard-fowls and 
askedhim to see if he could collect enough money to 
buy somebody. I did not know that negroes were for 
sale. I thought negroes were sold out in 1948. I did 
not know there was an auction down here. It is un- 
known to me because I did not hear the bell ringing. 

When the hon. junior member for St. Joseph got 
up today, he never said one word on the Resolution, 
but started to attack the hon. senior member for St. 
Peter. I am not surprised about this, Mr. Chairman, 
because I know that the same hon. junior member 
for St. Joseph attacked the hon. junior member for 
St. James' father and called him A1 Capone, and all 
of us know who A1 Capone was - a vicious criminal; 
so when you can look at  your colleague and call his 
father Al, Capone, that is carrying things a bit too 
far. But he went further than that, Mr. Chairman. I 
also rememberthat some time in 1938 the same hon. 
junior member for St. Joseph, when he wanted to 
impress the masses that he was with them, gave out 
a rumour.. . . . . 

Mr. HINDS: On a point of order, do I understand 
the Transport Board owes money to the father of the 
hon, junior member for St. James;' 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. junior member 
for St, Thomas please address the Chair? 

H0n.N. W. BOXILL: He wanted to impress peo- 
ple at the time that he was so much on their side that 
he accused the hon. senior member for Bridgetown 
of attempting to murder him and burn down his house. 
This is the kind of thing you get going on. I am not 
surprised at the attack that was made on the hon. 
senior member for St. Peter ,  but 1 was telling the 
hon. member not to get up, but to leave them to me. 
My skin is thick. I can handle anybody in here,  and 
you will notice that I do not withdraw much. (A VOICE: 
Why not give the information?) I am going to come to 
that, but not'until I have finished viscerating some- 
body. Hon. members must learn to keep the debates 
on a highlevel. If they want to go down on the ground, 
Ican walkunder a snake with my hands up. They can 
send somebody to shoot me, because I live by vio- 
lence, and I can always die by violence. (Mr. 
J. M. G. M. ADAMS: That would be a waste of a shot.) 

I am not going to go out and make any claims to 
anybody to get anybody's sympathy. Politics makes 
some of the strangest bedfellows in the world. No 
wonder people think that politicians a r e  dishonest 

Mr. St. JOHN: On a point of order, that is  the 
most profound political statement ever made, look- 
ing and s@eing who is next to the hon. member who 
is speaking. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: You see what I tell you about 
points of order? The hon. junior member for St. 

Joseph does not know points of oxdux any more, I be - 
lieve his feet are soft now, and w h ~ n  he gets up they 
hurt him. 

Now you want to know to whom the Transport 
Board owes this money. They owe $516 to one per-  
son, $459 to another. ..... (Mr. MOTTLEY: Whom?) 
I thought you told me I did not have to call names. 
Do you think I am lying then? Gardiner Austin & Co. 
Ltd. - $516; (Mr. MOTTLEY: Is that for tyres?) I do 
not believe it would be for tyres, because tyres a r e  
bought by contract a t  the Transport Board. The Ad- 
vocate Co. Ltd. - $459. 

Before I go further I would like to clarifya 
point. I heard the hon. junior member for St. Peter  
say that I know something about somebody printing 
tickets and the res t  of it. I am going to make a state - 
ment on the floor of this House though I have made it 
more than once. The hon, junior member for St. 
Peter rang me at  my office and asked me what was 
the amount of money we voted to lend the Transport 
Board. He had all the information he wanted, because 
he said he tried to get it out of the Transport Board 
and they would not give him. I gave him willingly. 
Here it is: the hon. junior member for St. Peter 
knows of somebody robbing the revenue. He is a tax- 
payer and is supposed to be here representing other 
people's money, and he knows this and has not told 
me one word, but comes in here with this. I do not 
readthe Truth. (Mr. MOTTLEY: The Pr ime Min- 
ister  said he knew people stealing bungalows, He did 
not lock them up.) Do you think you can lockup 
everybody so? You have good lawyers now. It is true 
you have some hungry ones, but you have good ones, 
and you have to bring a lot of evidence to get a man 
behind bars. 

To continue : Barbados Co -operative Cotton Fac - 
tory - $691.27; the Barbados Foundry Ltd. - $874.52; 
Barbados Hardware Co. Ltd, - $6.00; Barbados Im- 
port and Export Co. Ltd. - $132.21; Acme Engineer- 
ing Works - $175.40; The Barbados Tyre Remould- 
ing Co. - $1,274.55; Barbados Tyre Remoulding Co. 
- $62,928.57; Brake Lining Ltd. - $42.70; Bradshaw 
& Co. - $25.61;Mobile Oil (Barbados) Ltd. - $27,889.26; 
A. S. Bryden & Co. Ltd. - $2,466.59; British Paints 
(Barbados) Ltd. - $50.00; Central Foundry Ltd. - 
$992.94; Chandler's Hardware - $563.32. (A VOICE: 
Fire bug?) Ask the hon. member sitting down next 
to you if he is a f i re  bug o r  not. He would know bet- 
ter  than I would. I came lately. City Garage Trading 
Co. - $44.68; DaCosta & Musson Ltd. - $332.15; 
DaCosta & Musson Ltd. - $19,901.50; Eckstein 
Brothers - $4,347.78. (Mr. MOTTLEY: What is #at 
for?) I do not work at  the Transport Board. (Mr. 
MOTTLEY: You a r e  the Minister.) Do you see  what 
I mean? I am the Minister now; so I have to know 
everything, including who is conducting the bus that 
has gone on Route 1. But when I a s  Minister tell 
somebody not to waste water, hon. members come 
in here saying that I run down people. They want to 
blow hot and cold a t  the same time. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Surely when you get a list like 
this before you and you a r e  coming to the House to 



w 
&k 'br- i&mey;yxi a r e  '$&g ro ha* the Exedutivc 
Officer in front of you and ask him MBr this f3i'fdr 
and why it ie overdue for.,so long. You a r e  the Min- 
bte3 &&Wy hive to t& you. 

i r l  

t .L , * ,T  x ,  

.&in. N; W,BOX&L: t am mt say*& they do not 
have to tell me. I do not have anything to hide, a , 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Please address the Chair. Let 
there be some Owler. 

8 
Hen. N. W. BOXILL: Esso Service Centre - 

$176.01'; E&o%&&~I '~il'y!outh American"Etd.) 
- $ 4 0 . 9 ~  ~ ~ l i a i r i  ~ 6 a r t ~  Lid. - $36. FIX-it-~i&' 
Garage - $440.62; T. Geddes -Grant Ltd. -,$328; 

' ~overhf&m%kint%fg t3fflce' - $1,144.50. 
6.35 p.m. , 

C. F. 'Harrison & Co.. Barbados Ltd., $1 10.01; T. 
Herbert ctd., $1,215.46; W. B. h tchinson & Co. 
Ltd., $150.20; Plantatforis Ltd., $129,614.40; ( ~ r .  
MOTTLEY: What is this for?) Thflt is for fuel. City 

'$6,892.76; Tropical ~ a W ? i e s ,  $1,523.57. 
DO thehan.memkkd? " 

. I L  tl I 

Mr. MO'IUTH3TP: From the figures which the 
Iron. memkrrias&flkd out he=e, the &mount is OV& 

$20b,O&. ~ ~ ~ & 6 k & r n e  to $280,000 and we have 
to be careful. 

- M i .  St:' ~0I;ffj: I am glad to hear the figure of 
$Bo,C)OO ;f6f tijres. '~want t6 know if the ~ i n i $ t e r  is 
aware t$ I£ not, I can make him aware of 
it. Last ykik ii'dnder has put in-to the Transport 
Board inexce&'bf a i r  Winger used to do the r e  - 
capping for. #&ctkr was I'frbm' A. S. Joseph. 
(Asf&sf 'The Blj-&d"' dld nbt $ward it; how did you . , 
revdke 'it? 

3 '  " +" 

Mi.  MOrfTL%Fts it t rue  that t h k ~ ~ e v e l o ~ m e n t  
Bdatd waiited the money badk? There is a lot of 
racketeering going on there ,,you know; yod fnuet get 

5 

Mr. CHAIRMM' T w  Hon. m e m b r s  dre.on 

9 %  I $ 1  

* %. N. W. BOXILL: The hon. member should 
uh i l6h tanHht  h b u l d  hat h d w  what transpired at 

1 I 

tfi&lDev&lbpment Eha$.tt.* I2am*tfie ~ ~ i s t e r  of Corn; 
mudidtions~andWorks; I am rt62~&1g to do Gith the 
DeveelopmenC Bbard; (Asides)  Hbw wonld I kntW 
whet &nBpired b e m e n  joseph ahd bre msney $om 
back- do nor %vea W w  that Joseph ovkes somk - 
body money. (Asides)  It is true that I know a lot, but 
I& "not h o w  everything 1 do not read the + Truth; 
rdo not @ id fo r  prnography. (Mr. HINDS: He err&- 
no"i'$+ll &at: let him spell it wittiout looking in his 
dictionai.jl:~l'do%othave a i~y  dictionary (Mr. HINDS: 
~ d h '  ha&.a d2ktibnttry in your pocket.) (Asides)  

a 'Rbh. IN:' W.''BO~&~~L: Mr. & a ~ i . m a n , ' ~ a t  I 
sayui'k' is thiS. Wh'efi r&-Hon. membe~ knows rhese 
t~iij$s,) it i$ hls'c~uty'to "teil me wh& is gbing on. I 
haw& ni?iief 'kefiised t6^i&swer the, telephone when he 
c a t l s ; t & t h f ~  gkr up a t  the 'li?&&'p~%t Board and see 
everything, but he feels that thls is something big. 
It is not my Transport Board; it belongs to the peo - 
ple. (Mr. MUTTLEY: JXkt'you know that soinebody 
@ole two buses?) J am appealing W the hon. junior 
member for St. Peter in all seriousness. You a re  
not going to lose anything when you call me and tell 
me: "I hear that so-and-sC1 is ping on up there. 
Have an investigation o r  look into so -and-so .' ' I would 
E ~ e  td Shy h~r2 , 'on  wharf df theation. senior mem- 
Mi- for Chri& a u r d h ,  that I dppreciatk' what he has 
sa'id k e q  ma&. Kgto the. h s e s  in Christ Church, 
you get people standing at stop poles all over the 
world. We all know fhe position with the Transport 
Board. It is "kn irih'eritllnce that this ~ o v e ~ n m e n t  
came into. When hon. members'on the other side 
sald;thatiP €bed about harigers -ofi, I never said any - 
thing aMut' hang&'-on ia refiti'on to any Board. I 
said that tkatwa$ ali.)olitie&l hot -bed for hangers -on, 
wiiidh is true. ? h e 2 f o h e r  dovernl~ent  would &st 
come iiid '&ay that 'if you v&e for somebody you cad 
&t a little no& knd you &re sent slp 'tkielLe for a job. 
We have come and inherited this, and we cannot 
come in now and lay off people like< this because the 
people a re  'Unibnised and fiere iB where you will run 
into a flaw with the Unidn. . 

Mr.  HINDS: Mr: ~hdifman, ' there  a re  just one 
o r  t\ko P;oints'khicH 1 war$, to'-raise. 1 do not want to 
make any reference wharsb8vi!$"'to the han, senior 
niernbef fok St, '~kte? .  W6ai i'%m doncernea about is 
this : t fd ie  a f e  dodie' ~c'hoo~"~hiltdre6'who live in the 
area of The Risk, Upper Graveyard and Date Tree 
&'lf. %ey asskmble a t  a poihttwhich is known as  
Crawfeyrs'Ga$'and. the chfIdren suffer very, very 
badly because wfien'the b&k rericheS &&re on marn- 
ings, it is always full. 
6.43 p:iri: 

1 r r  t + t i :  

"!' My. Chairmaii, wk &ant the Rdsblution passed; 
but it is my duty to point out the suffkringdf d-14 
people in the parish of St, Peer. The time Hrtll come 
when the Minister will say that if the representative 
of &. Peter'had d%?-ii%f to his attention, fie would 
have dohe s o n ~ e h i h ~  &ut it. I want it to go on tt$~rcl, 
bdcause h e  time *ill come whei ive will have to- $t 
it before the people. I \kaift to& able to say &t the 
people who assemble at Crawley's Gap, and particu - 
laky the school kchddrkri,'are suffering very badly. 
It has' happ&xI time and algain that these children 
reach their schools in Bridgetown very M e .  when 
the children reach school late, some of the teachers, 
khwinz &it the chi~hren have established the fkct 
that they eamdt $oss?bly arrive &t school early, do 



not expect any excuse from them, When they reach 
the school, they are told to take their seats, I am 
askingthe ~ i n i s t e r  to see what he can do about that 

Mr.  Chairman, there is one other point and it 
goes in favour of the i ran sport Board: it is the only 
Bus Company that is making money inside of the Bus 
and outside of the bus. How is it that the Transport 
Board is losing maney when it is making money in- 
side of the bus and outside of the bus? Mr. Chair- 
man, I will not be voting for this Resolution, and I 
a m  sure that the Minister does not expect any sup- 
port from this side. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Please ring the bell. 

The  question that th i s  Resolution do now pass was 

put and resolved in the affirmative. 

A division wqs  called for. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I pointed out t j ~ t  the 
bell must be rung if a division is called for, and 
members should have an opportunity to come intc 
the House. 

Mr. J, M. G. M. ADAMS: Division 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: (Seated)  : It is accepted 
as  an established convention that on matters in which 
Standing Orders a r e  silent, the procedure of the 
United Kingdom Parliament shall prevail. And then 
there is a specific direction of the duties of the 
Clerk. (ASIDES) I ask Your Honour to rule whether 
that is not binding on us. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I should like to read to hon. 
members in this House Standing Order 37 (4): 

"No Member is entitled to vote in any di- 
vision unless he, was present in the House when 
the question was put." 

The Clerk has informed me that if he had rung the 
bell, he would be calling in Members to vote. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: (Seated)  ; I asked you to ring 
the bell before the question was put. Perhaps the 
Minister of Agriculture can help us. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The bell is only rung when 
there is no quorum; so there is no need to ring the 
bell now. A division has been called for, and let us 
proceed with it. 

A division was as follows: 

AYES: Hon. G. G. FBRGU@ON; Hon. K. N. R. 
HUSBANDS; Hon. N. W. BOXILL; Mr. L0WE;Mr. 
CORBIN; Mr. SPRINGER; Hon. J. C. TUDOR; Mr. 
WEEKES and Mr. SARGEANT - 9, 

NOES: Mr. LYNCH; Mr. MOTTLEY; Mr. HINDS; 
Mr..HOLDER and Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS - 5. 
6.55 p . 5  

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that Your Honour do now report the passing of three 

Resolutionr in Committee of Supply, and ark  for + 
leave to sit agoin. 

Hon, G, G. FERGUSSON: I beg to segond that. 

The question was put and resolved in the aff irmative  

without division, and M r ,  S P E A K E R  resumed the Chair and 

reported accordingly. 

On separate motions o f  Hon. J. C .  TUDOR,seconded 

b y  Hon. G .  G .  FERGUSSON, the Resolutions were read 

a first and second time and agreed to.  

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Item No. 6 be the next Order of the Day. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

T h e  que stion was p u t  and resolved in the affirma- 
t ive  without div is ion.  

RESOLUTION re LOAN FOR NATURAL GAS 
CORPORATION 

Mr. SPEAKER: This Order stgnds in the name 
of the Hon. Minister of Trade, and it is to move the 
passing of a Resolution to approve the borrowing by 
the Natural Gas Corporation of an amount not ex- 
ceeding $250,0Q0 from a Commercial Bank to carry 
out extensions and improvements to i ts  distribution 
system. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, this 
Resolution seeks the approval of Parliament for the 
borrowing by the Natural Gas Corporation of a sum 
not exceeding $250,000 from a Commercial Bank. 
This money is not required, Mr. Speaker, only for 
the purpose of putting in services, but we feel that 
ifextensions a r e  put in with a loop-line, the present 
services can be better facilitated. Only last week, 
Mr. Speaker, the Seventeenth Annual Report and 
Statementof Accounts for the period 1st April, 1967 
to 3lstMarch, 1968, was laid, and I think hon. mem- 
bers on the other side will see  from this Statement 
where the Natural Gas Corporation is quite a viable 
Corporation and is in a position to pay back its fi- 
nances. Accordingto the Act, however, it is required 
that the borrowing of this money be guaranteed by 

'this Chamber. 

I do not think there will be much argument if 
hon. rnemLrs  have looked a t  this. I would also like 
to state here that the Director of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas has drawn to the attention of Govern- 
ment the remaining resources to existing consumers 
owing to declining well-head pressure a t  Turner 
Hall No. 19 Well. He further advised that in the 
existing circumstanr;es, the Corporation might be 
unable to meet its demands for the supply of gas 
after perhaps December, 1968, unless remedial ac- 
tionwas taken to counteract the decline in pressure. 

The Director of Petroleum and Natural Gas 
proposes one of two measures that can be taken; 
first,  the laying of a four-inch loop-line in two 
stages from the Lazaretto to the well-head. This 
has been estimated to cost approximately $200,000. 



Ha costftkU(IEi EU my that tise I W  h a m  *a Lmretto 
to Lmcwur w d d  be laid blow gwqmd., ~~ the 
rapid &velopment of the coaat line would yield a 
pkmfit.hla reawn k! thr&e,paie or b a .  The section 
f n m  Cjmcautar to the _rarlktk&ad cmb$ be l'ald a b &  
gmruo3d and cou1.d.b s e c o ~ d r f ~ ~ o f i t r b 1 e  use h 
the Bi6tzihtion system N d , . ~ l 9  Well hd.baea 

w. me rw-lhe, -he sadd, -Id &OW leXA 

pansion to continue for a year o r  two ff no further 
supplies of. mmral- gan wese BvktUable. The system 
WQWM then haive t a  iPe augmented loyl the inedalWions 
of a .t.P.G.. ainvnix p l w .  Anothea advantag& of tke 
loopdtae was that the: Cmporatioia wa'121d be a l e  to 
send out the same a$ g a s w  8 reduced well - 
h a d  .p?tmsure. 

I I t 

The second method would beithe installation of 
well -head boosters. The operating and maintenance 
costs of boosters were very high, and additional 
bposCerswould have to he instalk& in d e r  to main - 
taina steadypressure in the system. These boosters 
would h w e  an immedirdtre 8alvtigi value if the well 
hadbeenexhausted. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, method 
%. I wfth a loop -line would be the best method, and 
as stated,this is quite a financial propositfon. There 
is no doubt from this year's Statement that the Na- 
tural Gas Corporation is quite viqble and can pay 
its expenses. , . 

-;  ' (  

I keg t9 move thatthis Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: I beg to second that. 
. * 

Mr. St, JOHN; Mr. Speaker, this Corporation in 
contrast to the Resolution which we were dealing 
wjth, Comm&ae,is a CoxporiY%6m which from its 
inception has not had to em npmthe taxpayers for 
subsidies. I have read the last Report of the Natural 
Gas Oorporation, and the, only cr i t icbm I have of it 
is that 12 apaeaxs to me to repee$ tthe fears which 
every year's Repom repeas ,  namely, that the stq - 
p l b e  ofwtarrca3 gas available at the.present moment 
if the expamisnrate comiauw , &ill have a relatively 
s h a s  perw of lifetime left. - 
7,05 p.m. 

8 / I r a -  

Iamwondering whether the Hon. Minister is not 
i~ ; a psition to infbrm~ the 4Housb &ether,, a s  a r e  - 
sult of the dril l ing wbtch is takin-! @ace in Bar&dm 
on a m b e r  m&'kim$ by 'be Wf Qil Corporation who 
is the licensee ROW mckr the Fetxaleum:Act, m new 
s o w c e s  of natural gas ~ t h i o a r ~ ~ c o r n m e r c  ially fetas i - 
ble have been xtipcovered. ; - 

:I:) ' 

Was Ch G, HEROUSSON: Mr-Speaker, no gas 
has  Me% fdund in any c m m e c c i d  quantities a t  any 
of t&e wells: which have- be- drilled. Iit ha$ beehi 
showing, but it has been reduced in a very short 
space of time. These wells will have to be tested for 
a reasonable period &I oordentcrme if the pressure 
would remain a t  all of the wells which have been dis - 
covered; but there is not sufficient for commercial 
Purpows. With the presmt  8peatlhg of this money, 
even with expansions it would be easier - in other 
wcWds, ratherAthan take up the pipelines, if the wells 
ever became exhausted they could put itl a booster 

Mr. St. JOUN: Mr. Speaker, Z was not question- 
ing the wisdom of the hvgptment in this matter, I 
think that the Report makes if guite clear, that if and 
when the supplies from the-wells a r e  exhausted, i t  is 
possible to import machipery,wd use your existing 
distribution set -up, and it would still be an economic 
proposition. I was just trying to get some in!orma- 
tion as  to the drilling for oil which has been taking 
place in Barbados for some period of time. 

?'he qilestion that th i s  Resolution do no& pass u a s ,  

put and resolved in the affirmative lcithoui division. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION - 
' ,' 

Mr.  EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, I should like 

a t  ,{his stage t9 speak under Standing Order No. 

17. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Does the hon. member wish to ' 

make personal explanation? ' 

Mr.  EDWARDS: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member may do so 
by the bdulgenee of the Hause unles's there is any 
objection. 

Mr. St. JOHN: AS I understead if, Sir, Your 
Honour is ask@ the indulgence of'the House for the 
hon. senior member for St. Andrew to make a per- 
sonal explanation, 3 have net seen this done since I 
have been in here, but I have.m d ~ u k  thas it is pos- 
sible, seeing the heading "Personal Explanation" 
m d e r  the Rules; but is i t  customary, after a person- 
d explanation is made,-for a debate to take @me? 

Mr.  SPEAKER: Na;m controversial rnatrer lltay 
be b r ~ u g h t  forward nor may any debate arise upon 
the explanation. 

Mr. St. JOHN: I take it that Your Honour rules 
whether it-is ~ 9 ~ t m v t S s i d  o t  nOG. 

ME, SPEAKER: There i$ none other to .rrtle. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker* earl ier  
t~day the Hm* Leader of the Howe r&d a Message 
from His Excellency the Governor Genera l  in con- 
nectbn -with the revocation of my appointment a s  
Minister of Agriculture, Following this Statement, 



the Hon. Leader of the Muse advised the House that 
I w u l d  remain as a Gdventment backbencher. It is 
on this point that I WuM lilce to make my position 
clear. I am stfll a member of the Democratic La- 
bour Party; *I have not ~eb lgned  *om the Democra- 
tic L a b w  Party; I have nor reported the matter to 
my constituents yet and 3t 1s for my constituents to 
decide where I should be an Independent o r  be with 
any other Party; but uhtiT I report the matter to my 
constitui?~ts, 'I wtl1 remain a memb6r of the Demo- 
cratic Labour Party. If they advise that 1 remain a 
member of the Democratic Labour Party, I will 
choose the cburse that' my constituents, who have 
sent me here, have chosen for me. If they feel that I 
should be Independent, I will go Independent o r  I will 
go with any other Party that my constituents choose 
for me. Until then I would like to make this abun- 
dantly clear, that I reserve the right to speak, to cr i -  
ticise vehemently o r  support any action brought by 
the Democratic Labour Pdrty in this Chamber. 

Mr .  St. JOHN: Are there any more personal ex- 
planations ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Does the hon. and learned senior 
member for Christ Church seek the indulgence of 
the House to make a personal explanation? 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE CIVIL ESTABLISH 1 
MENT (GENERAL) (AMENDMENT) 

(NO. 7) ORDER 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Order No. 2 be takenas the next Order of the 
Day. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The questr  on was put and resolved in the affirmative 

without diz ision. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands 
in the name of the Hon. and Learned Prime Minister: - 
To move the passing of the following Resolution: A 
Resolution to approve the Civil Establishment (Gen- 
eral) (Amendment) (No. 7) Order, 1968. 

Mon. J. C .  TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
leave to take charge of this Order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Leader of the House is 
asking leave to take charge of this Order which stands 
inthe name of the hon. and learned Prime Minister, 
and unless there is any objection, leave will be 
granted. {After a pause) .  There being no objection, 
ieave is granted. The Hon. Leader of the House may 
proceed. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, Ehis'Ciuil Es- 
tablishment Order, which is the General Amendment 
Order No. 7 ,  1968, makes certain adjustments in the 
Establishments Structure ...., . 

0 
Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, Idhave not been circu- 

lated, with a copy of this Order to which t h e h n .  
Lesderof &@ House is addressing the atteneon Qf the 
House. 

Hon, .&  C, TUDOR: It was circulated about two 
or three weeks ago. This is an d d  Order, 

Mr. SPEAKER: I very much regret; I will ask 
the Clerkto supply the hon; member with a duplicate 
copy of this Order if one is available. I understand 
that copies of this Order have been circulated some 
weeks ago. They were circulated on 10th December. 

Hon, J. C. TUR0R:Ithinkthat this one was c i r -  
culatedearlierthan that, last week a t  any rate. Any- 
how, this Order seeks to make certain adjustments 
to the Establishments structure -in certain depart- 
ments, namely, Port  Management, the Establish - 
ments Division of the Prime Minister's Office, the 
Accountant General's Department and, of course, in 
the Department of the Ministry of Agriculture, La- 
bour and National Insurance, 

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved'in the affirmative 

without div is ion.  

7.15 p.m. 

I 
Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 3 stands in the name 

of the hon. and learned Prime Minister, and it is to 
move the Second Reading of a Bill to incorporate the 
Caribbean Meteorological Council. 

CARRIBEAN METEOROLOGICAL COUNCIL 
(INCORPORATION) BILL, 1968 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
leave to take charge of this Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Leader of the House 
is  seeking the leave of the House to take charge of 
Order No. 3 standing in the name of the hon, and 
learned Prime Minister. Unless there is any ob- 
jection, leave will be granted. There being no ob- 
jection, leave is given to the hon. Leader of the 
House to move the Second Reading of a Bill to in- 
corporate the Caribbean Meteorological Council. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, this Bill speaks 
for  itself. It is really the consequence of an agree- 
ment reached at  a meeting of the Caribbean Meteor- 
ological Council which was held in Guyana in 1967. 
?here the Council . agreed that the Caribbean Me- 
teorological Council should be incorporated a s  it had 
no corporate status. The institute, of course, was 
subsequently sited in Barbados in the parish of St. 
James, and it now has to be vested with a legal 
personality. This Bill will give it this legal per - 
sonality . 

I beg to move that the Bill be now read a second 
time. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolued in the affirma- 

t ive without div is ion.  



;" - 
Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 

thatyour Honour do now leave the Chair andthe 
House go into Committee on this Bill. 

Hon. G. G,  FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question w a s  put and resolved in the affirma- 

tive without div is ion,  azd Mr. SPEAKER l e f t  the Chair 

and the House went into Committee, Mr. HOPPIN in the 

Chair. 

0 Clauses  1 to 4 inclusive were called and passed.  

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I beg to 
move that Your Honour do now report the passingof 

% 
one Bill in Committee. 

w 

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

T h e  question was put and resolved in the aff ir-  

mative without div is ion,  and Mr. CHAlRMAN reported to 

Mr. SPEAKER who resumed the Chair and reported accor- 

dingly. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this Bill be now read a third time. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirma- 
ari 

t ive  without div is ion.  

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this Bill do now pass. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

T h e  question was put and resolved in the affirma- 

t ive  without diuision. 

EVIDENCE (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1968 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 4 is the next Order 
of the Day, and it stands in the name of the hon. and 
learned Prime Minister. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
leave to take charge of this Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Leader of the House is 
seeking the leave of the House to take charge of this 
Bill. Unless there is any objection, leave will be 
granted. There being no objection, leave is granted 
to the hon. Leader of the House to proceed to move 
the Second Reading of a Bill to amend the Evidence 
Act, 1905. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, some mem- 
bers of the Law Society have approached the hon. 
Attorney-General and, in their submissions to him, 
they pointed out that under the provisions of the 
existing law, the execution o r  proof of execution of 
deeds and other documents under the Evidence Act 
of 1905 was required to be done (a) in the United 
Kingdom, as previously; (b) in any part of the Com- 

monwealthoutside the United Kingdom before a High 
Commierioner for Barbados, a Judge of any superior 
Court, a Justice of the Peace, a Mayor of any City, 
o r  a Notary Public, and in a foreign country they 
had to be executed before' an acknowledged diplomatic 
o r  consular representative for Barbados, o r  before 
any person empowered to administer oaths o r  af - 
firmations. 

But it was pointed out by the Law Society that in 
the United States of America where the consular 
representative for Barbados has jurisdiction only in 
New York, and where there a r e  no consular repre- 
sentatives of this country in other parts of the United 
States certain difficulty has arisen in getting signa- 
tures authenticated to documents, particularly in 
cases where Barbadians, o r  non-Barbadians, who 
were resident in the United States, happen to be 
carryingon transactions in real  estate in the Island. 

This difficulty was appreciated by the hon. 
Attorney -General, and the hon. Chief Justice, a s  
well a s  by the Law Society and the Bar Association. 
In consequence of their appreciation of this difficulty 
this Bill has been drafted. It remedies the situation 
which has been complained of, SO that in a foreign 
country all deeds, wills, o r  othe'r documents, may 
be sworn and proved not only before a consular 
representative for Barbados, but also before a 
Judge o r  any superior Court certified a s  such by 
our diplomatic o r  consular representatives. 

I, therefore, beg to move that this Bill be now 
read a second time. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The  question was put and resolved in the affirma- 

l ive  without div is ion.  

On motion o f  Hon. J .  C .  TUDOR, seconded b y  Hon. 
G .  G .  FERGUSSON. Mr. SPEAKER lef t  the Chair and the 

House went into Committee on the B i l l ,  Mr. HOPPlNin the 

Chair. 

C l a u s e s  1 ,  2 and 3 were cal led and passed .  

On motion o f  Hon. J.  C .  TUDOR, seconded b y  Hon. 

G .  G .  FERGUSSON, Mr. CHAlRMAN reported the passing 
o f  one Bill in Committee, and Mr. SPEAKER resumed the 

Chair and reported accordingly. 

On separate motions o f  Hon. J .  C .  T U D O R , s c o n d e d  
by Hon. G .  G .  FERGUSSON, the Bill ulas read a third time 

and passed.  

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, so far_ a s  I 
can see, the only things that would be left oi.Ehe 
Order Paper to be done, apart from th matters 
whichwe have decided not to do because hon. mem- 
bers did not receive their Order Papers early 
enough, a r e  the second reading of a Bill to provide 
retiring allou~ances , etc., and the Resolution for 



$35,000 which of course would have to be done in 
Committee of Supply, in respect of gratuities for 
former  members. This would be a convenient point 
for  hon. members to indicate whether they wish to 
take the dinner adjournment and do these two things 
after,  o r  to tell the House whether they think they 
can get them done in a reasonable time. I would like 
some indication from the Leader of the Opposition. 

S i r  GRANTLEY ADAMS: I think the general 
feeling on this side of the House, a t  least  so fa r  a s  
the Barbados Labour Party is concerned, is to take 
dinner first.  

SUSPENSION OF SITING 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this sitting br suspended for one hour. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I begjto second that, 

T h e  quest ion w a s  put and rcsoluod in  the  affirma- 

t i v e  i~.i thout d ic~is ion,  and ,Mr. S P E A K E R  suspended the 

s i t t ing accordingly. 

On Resumpt ion :  

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I had intimated 
when we recessed that perhaps the House may wish 
to do the Retiring Allowances Bill and go back in 
Committee of Supply on the Resolution which we had 
not done. Since then, it seems a s  if hon. members, o r  
at  least  the majority of them, would not wish to pro - 
ceed with either of those Measures, and consequently 
would wish them to be left over until af ter  the Christ - 
mas recess.  In such a situation, I am entirely in the 
hands of the House, and if we do not proceed with 
these, there is nothing further in Government Bus - 
ness. I would like some indication from hon. mem- 
bers  opposite of their feelings. 

&I 

Mr. MOTTLEY: The hon. member says he is 
in the hands of the House. He suggested at  the be- 
ginning of the day that we would proceed with this. It 
does not matter what anybody thinks about my being 
in a hurry to proceed with something. I a m  certainly 
not. You met a t  12  o'clock and decided to be here 
tonight, and you said that the majority of hon. mem- 
bers seem not to be in favour of proceeding with 
them. I do not know how you got that. All I said was 
that the Resolution fo r  former  members should come 
after the Retiring Allowances Bill so that hon. mem- 
bers  could equate one with the other. We know what 
the gratuities a re .  Is  there any special reason for 
not proceeding? 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I understand - I hope I did 
notmisinterpretthem - f romat  least  two hon. mem- 
bers  on the other side, that they regard one of these 
Bills a s  controversial. They probably regard both 
Pensions Bills, but cenainly this one, I think, is con- 
troversial,  and the majority of members on this side 
- Imay tell the House that I do not share the view of 
either sic& on this matter - feel that we should not 
proceed with this Bill and this Kesolution. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, the hon. 
Leader of the House has said that the majority of 

members feel that the Bills are controversial. Now, C 
a s  f a r  as I a m  aware, the Standing Orders  were sus  - 
pended, which makes it inorder  for  &yMng, whether 
it is controversial o r  not, to be discussed. As f a r  as 
I a m  aware, 1 think hon. members,  a t  least  those 
over  there, a r e  interested in dealing with the Bill, 
If it is not dealt with, whenever the motion for  the 
adjournment is moved, I a m  going to talk for  two 
hours on matters  affecting the same Bill; so he could 
as well go ahead. If he has something to hide, do not 
hide it, because I intend to speak tonight a t  any cost,  
if I speak until 3 o'clock tomorrow morning, and I 
can do it onthe adjournment of the House, and nobody 
is going to close my mouth. I was quiet the whole 
day, but I will be speaking on a matter  of public in- 
te res t  which affects this Bill and affects the youth 
of the country. If you t ry  to shield i t  now that the 
heat is in the a i r ,  you can do so;  but I will be speak- 
ing on the motion for  adjournment and saying what I 
have to say. 
8.35 p.m. 

If you a r e  afraid of what I hqve to say, do not 
deal with the Bill; I will s t i l l  talk. 

Mr. St. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, there a r e  two Pen- 
sion Bills befpre the House, as I understand it. I 
really feel that both of them should be dealt with 
tonight, but, in particular, I feel that the Provident 
Fund Bill which is a Bill in respect of which since 
1956 the people have been promised - old people - 
and all  of your Social Security and all of your legis- 
lation dealing with the provision for  security and old 
age does not cover it. There could be no possible 
excuse for not dealing with the Sugar Workers P ro -  
vident Fund Bill tonight. The only question in that 
Bill is whether the ra te  should be higher o r  not, and 
the other side has had an opportunity in Select Com- 
mittee to get al l  the facts and figures before them 
in order  to look a t  the present s tate  of the invest- 
ment and decide in their minds whether they should 
concede the point that the justice of the situation de- 
mands ahigher rate. There could be no possible ex- 
cuse for  that. I am certainly opposing an adjournment 
a t  this stage, particularly when we have to deal with 
that Bill which should have been dealt with from 1956 
and it is now 1968. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, it has always 
astonished me that hon. members can expend indig- 
nation on matters which a r e  really trivial. The point, 
so  f a r  a s  this Provident Fund Bill is concerned, is 
that it is not my intention to proceed with it tonight 
because I believe that the Select Committee will 
have to meet again. Certain issues were raised in 
Committee, some of them by the hon. junior mem- 
ber  for  St. Pe ter  who was a member of the Commit- 
tee, and some of them raised by another hon. mem- 
ber, which points would not have to be further 
considered but upon which certainother  deliberations 
would depend. It could well be that a delay in that 
might work to the advantage of the same points which 
certain hon. members were urging upon the House. 
In addition to this, i t  would be proper to hon. mem- 
bers, if they s e e  these things in a general light, for  
the new Minister of Agriculture to make himself fa-  



miliar with the background of this matter before the 
Committee meets again and before the matter is 
brought back to the House. 

With respect to the remarks of the hon, senior 
member for St. Andrew, I think that all he has said 
proves my point, that i f  he feels so strongly on the 
Bill that he would wish to speak for  three hours on 
it, this would be an indication to the House that it is 
regarded as a controversial matter. I cannot quar- 
rel  with him if he wishes to express his views on it. 
I certainly take the point made by the hon. senior 
member for Christ Church that the Provident Fund 
Bill is important, but since we cannot do this tonight, 
it might be as well not to proceed to deal with our 
Pensions Bill before we have dealt with the Provi- 
dent Fund Bill. This, to me, would be a reasonable 
attitude to take. That is how I feel about it. 

Mr. St. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, if we may recall, 
the basis oIC the justification put forward by the Hon. 
Leader of the House earl ier  today for the suspension 
of the Standing Orders was that if the Standing Or -  
ders were not suspended, at  8.30 o'clock, the Mo- 
ment of Interruption wwld come, there would be 
controversial matters, and unless we suspended 
these Standing Orders, the House w o ~ l d  not be in a 
position to debate these matters tonight. If we take 
our Order Paper seriously, we will find that the Se- 
lect Committee's Report was laid on t h ~ ~  Table of 
the House on 14th December, 1968. I have a copy in 
my hand signed by the Chairman, Mr. Lloyd Smjth - 
(Mr. SPL4KER: Signed by the hon. senior member 
for St. Joseph. ) - signed by the hon. senior m e r p k r  
for St. Joseph. 1 was only adverting to the signature 
and I was trying to be accurate, truthful and factual 
and so I saw the signature here. " LloydE. Smith, 
Chairman." 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am seeking incormation a s  to 
whether copies of this Report have yet bean circu- 
lated. I understand that copies a r e  in the Clerk's 
office. 

Mr. St. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, I want to know - 
and I think that this is a very serious matter - i f  
whenyou a r e  going to put forward an excuse earl ier  
in the day in the House, it is going to be founded on 
bid faith and on inaccurate information. What possi- 
ble justification could the Hon. Leader of the House 
have had today to have misled this House w?len he 
said that he wanted the Standing Orders suspended 
because o: the fact that these matters would come up 
later ,  and i f  ws did not suspend the Standing Orders 
of the House, the mn:ters wi~uld be controversial? 
Therefore, that was the basis of his applicatim. The 
truth of this matter is that some time between then 
and now the Government feels - an.l it12 hon. Leader 
ofthe House, no doubt, with his capacity for receiv- 
ing backdoor information, wi?h his capacity for  
manoeuvring, with his wzll - knomi other capacities, 
has now got someLhing in \is mind, so-mething up 
his sleeve. We WPE :old today by the Hon. Leader 
of the Home that these matte 4.s would have beell dme 
today. The Report has been circulated; if the Clerk 
has not circulated it , it is criminal negligence on his 

prt ,  and the time for dealing with these matters is 
now. We have reached a stage in this country where 
tolerance to attempts a t  immorality, incompetence, 
inefficiency and dishonesty has got to be stopped. 
You should either raise-your political morality now, 
o r  this House of Assembly will be a House of As- 
sembly that is known for anything being tolerated. 
Iamnot going to participate in, o r  be a party to, any 
such organization, and I have the courage that I will 

get up and say so. I a m  asking Your Honour to en- 
quire whether this Report has been circulated, be- 
cause somebody's head should roll Ff it has not been 
circulated. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I do not reply 
unless I am very roused, to personal attacks. I do 
not think that I need reply now. I have already told 
the hon. senior member for Christ Church that there 
is not point in generating more anger on a matter 
than is necessary. Of course, Mr. Speaker, I did 
ask the House to do away with the customary Stand- 
ing Orders which would have made us stop a t  8.30 
o'clock, because at  12  d'clock I anticipated that the 
debate on the Transport Board, and possibly other 
matters, might detain the House long enough; but I 
also said a few minutes ago, that I, personally, dis- 
sent from the point of view whioh states that these 
Bills should not be proceeded with. 
8.45 p.m. 

My ownpersonal point of view is that we should 
proceed with them. I think the hon. senior member 
for St. Andrew misinterpreted what I had said. I am 
willing to proceed with the Pensions Bills, but I am 
only one member of the House. I get the feeling both 
on this side and on that side of the House that the 
Bills a r e  regarded a s  controversial, and that the 
House will be detained for a considerable time on 
them. 

I took the point of the hon. senior member for 
Christ Church that the Provident Fund Bill was im- 
portant enough to be done. Well, this Bill will have 
to go back to the Select Committee. The Select Com- 
mittee will have to look at it again, because some of 
the points raised in the Committee which could not 
be accommodatedat the time when they were raised 
may well be accommodated now: therefore, the 
Committee should have a chance to look at  the Bill 
again. I am, therefore, not wilfully preventing the 
House from doing the Provident Fund Bill o r  the 
Pensions Bills. I have a personal point of view on 
the Pensions Bills, and I think they ought to be done. 

But I got the feeling that some of the members 
over there regard them a s  controversial and likely 
to detain the House and, unless I misinterpret the 
point of view of most of my colleagues over here, 
there is afeeling that we should not proceed to these 
Measures until we had concluded the Provident Fund- 
Bill. From that point of view, I would not wish tc. 
proceed. m 

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, the hon. Leader 
of the House said that I seem to have misunderstood 
him, o r  he seems to misunderstand me in respect 



of my attitude to this matter. What I want to make 
abundantly clear is that a t  ten minutes to nine last 
night I received a let ter  from the Pr ime Minister 
revokingmy appointment as Minister of Agriculture, 
andthe reason given is the fact that I disagreed with 
certain provisions, o r  lack of provisions, in one of 
these Bills. 

The Prime Minister gave a broadcast to the Na- 
tion, and I thought that today when the Bill was being 
dealt with it would only be fair  for me to put my 
case to the people of my country. This is what I in- 
tend to do, Mr. Speaker. Now, this sort  of muzzling 
has been going on for too long. (ASIDES. J I encouraged 
it today because I am decent, and more decent than 
a lot of people. I have always been a gentleman, and 
I will be a gentleman until I die.1 do not even know 
if the Governor -General has money; I borrow money 
from the banks. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the hon. member 
can discuss the matter now. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, nobody toldthe 
hon. Leaderof the House that he had made his point. 
The hon. Leader of the House made his point, and I 
will continue to make mine. I think I was elected in 
here like anybody else, and I should be given an op- 
portunity to make my point, too. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has earl ier  
made his point on a personal explanation. 

Mr. EDWARDS : I am speakirig on the same issue 
that the hon. junior member for St. Lucy has spoken 
at  length on; I am speaking on the same issue that 
the senior member for Christ Church has spoken on, 
and I demand my rights, Mr. Speaker, to speakas 
lengthily a s  any of the others who have spoken on 
this same matter; nobody is stifling me tonight. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hon. members on both sides 
have spoken on matters which they feel should o r  
should not be dealt with. 

Mr. EDWARDS rose ...... 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I speak? 

Mr. EDWARDS: Yes, and I will get back up. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hon. members on both sides 
have spoken merely on one theme, that is, whether 
we should not proceed, o r  whether we should pro- 
ceed, with certain matters now without on either side 
going into detaih of either o r  any of those matters. 
There is no Motion before the House. I allowed the 
hon. Leader of the House, and the hon, Deputy Leader 
of the Opposition as  well a s  other members to state 
their feelings about whether we should proceed, o r  
shouldnot proceed, with certain matters, but we may 
not discus#those matters unless and until we decide 
to initiate a discussion on them. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, I am speaking on 
the same matters spoken on by the hon. junior mem- 

ber for  St. Lucy and the hon. eenior member for 
Christ Church, and the matter I am speaking on is 
the question of proceeding with d e  business of the 
House: to wit, the Pensions Bfll for Ministers and 
legislators in here as well as those who are holding 
office in the Other Place. I am also speaking, Mr. 
Speaker, on the question, when I come to it, of the 
Provident Fund Bfll. I have a lot to say on that. Why 
it should be done, and why I should clear the a i r  on 
it is that certain actions taken recently emanated 
from the fact that I said the people in this country 
should have $5.00 a week from the Provident Fund. I 
was denied, Mr. Speaker ...... 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the hon. member, please, 
desist. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, I am speaking 
about my rights . 

Mr. SPEAKER: So am I acting well within my 
rights. Letus get the a i r  quite clear about this mat- 
ter. It is fo r  us to decide, andfhe Leader of the 
House to say, whether he proposes proceeding with 
Order this, that o r  the other. 

- 
Mr. EDWWDS: is no dictatorship around 

here any longer. nls is a democracy and I demand 
my rights. Mr. Speaker, a r e  you willing to hear me 
now? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member is well aware 
that a t  this stage we a r e  not speaking on any matter 
before the House. It is merely a question of whether 
we should adjourn the House, o r  suspend the sitting, 
o r  whether we should proceed with No. A. B o r  C, 
a s  the case me.y be, without going into details on any 
of those matters. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, I W l  refrain from 
going into any of those matters; I will state my 
point, and state why I feel that these matters should 
be dealt with. The same right that hon. members on 
either side of the House has been given to speak I 
should be given. I went to my constituents in St. An- 
drew; I asked them to elect me and send me to the 
Chamber to represent them and the people in this 
country. 
8.55 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That point does not ar ise  at  this 
stage. 

Mr. EDWARDS: I will show you, Mr. Speaker, 
how it has arisen. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member wants to 
move that No. So-and-So be the next Order of the 
Day ...... 

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, I r i se  to move 
that Order...... 

Mr. SPEAKER: On the other hand, the hon. mem- 
ber cannot move that a Government Measure be the 
next Order of the Day. 



Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, I can get up and 
move that thicr be the next Order of the Day and ape& 
on the motion which I move whether it be carried o r  
not. It ie not a Money Reeolution. I a m  moving that 
aparticular Order be the next Order of the Day, and 
indoing so I can speak on why I feel it should be the 
next Order of the Day; and it is in my name, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I am moving that Order No, 5 be the next Order 
of the Day, and in doing so, I am saying why I feel it 
should be the next Order of the Day, Let anybody 
stop me now. 

Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, 10th instant, I intro- 
ducedthis Bill in the House and had the second read- 
ingof it. It was referred to a Select Committee. Mr. 
Speaker, I was then the Minister. It seems a s  though 
a t  that time the sack was hanging over my head, 
which I am very proud of; and although I was the Min- 
ister  responsible for this Bill, I have not received 
any notificationof the time a t  which the Select Com- 
mittee would meet. I was invited to s i t  on the Select 
Committee, but I was not notified of the time and 
hour of the meeting. I remember suggesting that the 
Committee meet the next day. As fa r  a s  I am con- 
cerned, that was the end of it. Hence I did not attend 
the meeting. On Friday o r  Saturday a Report of the 
Select Committee was put in my hands. Now I can 
very well see, Mr. Speaker, the reason behind my 
not being invited to the Committee meeting. One hon. 
member over here, it was reported to me, who got 
up and advocated an increase to $5.00 and also ad- 
vocated a funeral grant, went and joined with other 
people not to stick to his guns for $5.00. They want 
to be nasty; they lied on me, they libelled me, they 
did everything to me, Mr. Speaker, and I am going 
to tell the world; I am going to tell it to the people. 

I am speaking on the motion which I moved, Mr. 
Speaker . 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member is proposing 
that Order No. 5 be the next Order of the Day, and 
that is the second reading of a Bill to provide for 
the establishment of a Provident Fund. I am informed 
that a Report was presented on the 14th December, 
1968. A motion will f irst  have to be agreed to that 
that be the next Order of the Day. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, I have not com- 
pleted my reason for moving that motion, and neither 
you nor anybody will stifle me. The hon. Leader of 
the House told me that the Select Committee had 
met. He can deny this if he likes, but I a m  not lying 
on him. I do not believe in going around lying on 
people. People can lie on me, but when they a r e  
finished, I know Wfiere I am going. I live somewhere 
and it is not the Government's house either; 1 bought 
it. I worked fox it. They can tell as  many lies on me 
aspossible; they can say that I am this, I have done 
thir , I have attempted to overthrow them, but they 
do not have any proof. They can say what they like, 
Mr. Speaker; lxlt whenever they a r e  finished, I am 
going to "Melhurne" which is mine. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But ixrcspective of that, the hon. 
member may only speak in support of his motion 
that CTrder No. 5 be the next Order of the Day, and 
let him confine his remarks to the motion that Order 
No. 5 bi! the next Order of the Day. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, every para- 
graph I will begin by saying ''Order No. 5". 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not help the situation. 

Mr. EDWARDS: But I said nobody is stifling me 
tonight. 1 am going to say what I have to say, and I 
am making it abundantly clear that I was elected in 
this Chamber. I can be "fired" from a Ministry, but 
I will not be "fired" from representing the people 
of myconstituency. They can form all s o n s  of plans. 
Those in high office whose wives I had to tell what I 
thought of them, those in high office who represented 
the parish before and feel they have the right to 
represent the parish again, tell them to come. Let 
them discriminate against me. I am going to make 
them lose their deposits. Mr. Speaker, Order 
No. 5. ...... 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think I shpuld make it very 
clear that repeating "Order No, 5" may be regarded 
a s  funny, but it has no bearing on the particular 
matter. The hon, member is moving that Order No. 
5 which happens to stand in his name be the next 
Order of the Day, He miry in so doing only adduce 
argument why Order No. 5 is preference, say, to 
OrderNo. X, Yor Z should be the next Order of the 
Day. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, I am trying to 
point out why I think Order No. 5 ought to be the next 
Order of the Day. It involves provision of benefits 
for people, some of whom are  my constituents, be - 
cause I xepresent an agricultural community; peo - 
ple who a r e  suffering; people who a r e  every minute 
looking to see when this legislation will pass for 
them to receive $5.00 a week that the then Minister 
recommended for them; people who a r e  concerned 
over the fact that this benefit Which they should re -  
ceive is remaining so long to reach them; people 
who have been coming to me day in apd day out; peo - 
ple who were employed a t  ScotIand Factory and had 
to go home ill. My colleague, the hon. junior mem- 
ber for St. Andrew, can tell you that there is a man 
livingin Lakes who four o r  five years ago had to go 
home suffering from a heart ailment after working 
a t  Scotland Factory. There is another old man who 
came out, unfortunately,, the year before Scotland 
Factory closed, and is today living on wind-pies. I 
can go all through my constituency and tell you that 
people there a r e  suffering a s  a result of the delay 
in establishing this Provident Fund scheme; so  why 
come tonight and tell me that this Bill must wait for 
another week? When it waits for another week, it 
will wait for another month. 

* 
Mr. Speaker, my constituents a r e  suffering, and 

my first duty is to them until they "fire" me. When 
they "fire" me, I will not be with them again. h 
fact, I a m  sure  when my constituents "fire" me, 



they are not going to lie on me; and they wffl only 
"fire" me if I was not doing a good job; but as long 
a s  I am doing a good job and doing my duty to my 
constituents and the people of my country, my con- 
stituents will nor "fire" me. The only time that you 
"fire" a man w!io is doing a good job is if you 
want to bring down the country. 
9.03 p.m. 
It is  not I wh3 would be trying to bring down any- 
body; it is the other people who have objects in 
bringing down other people. There a r e  people who 
a r e  tryingtobring down me, but I know that my con- 
stituents a r e  depending on this Bill which is Order 
No. 5. My constituents a r e  depending on it. I am say- 
ing that Order No. 5 should be the next Order of the 
Day, and it is  for me to convince this House that 
OrderNo. 5 should be the next Order of the Day, be- 
cause my constituents want it to be the next Order 
of the Day. They can team up on me and I can tell 
them that a s  long a s  I come here and tell you, Mr. 
Speaker, that Order No. 5 should be the next Order 
of the Day, my constituents a re  not going to "fire" 
me, because I am doing a good job; I am doing the 
job which they have sent me here to do. The only 
time that my constituents will "fire" me i f  I am do - 
ingafine job and if everybody knows that I am doing 
a fine job in the interest of the country, is if they 
themselves want to pull down the country, I am not 
saying that anybody wants to pull down the country; 
they may want to pull me down. 

Some people who have run from the people who 
have elected them to this House without giving them 
notice, may have their eyes on the seat which I have 
in St. Andrew. Therefore, they will introduce legis - 
lation and put Clauses in legislation which they know 
Iwillnotagree with. Do you know why, Sir? It is be- 
cause they came back here and wanted a split to be 
the Leader of a Party; they wanted to be the Deputy 
Leader of a Party. (Mr. HINDS: Are you sleeping? 
Wake up.) No, I am not sleeping; I do not sleep. If 
you want to do something, you pull down the barrier  
which is in your way and some nit-wits cannot see  
that whenthey pull down others, they themselves a r e  
going to be pulled down. You can imagine a man who 
is running away from the people. I have not run away 
from the people of St. Andrew yet; I have no inten- 
tion of doing so. They have sent me here to repre- 
sent them on this Provident Fund and I am speaking 
on i t  because I feel that it should be done. You can 
hide up whatever you like, but I am putting the blame 
where it should go. As to talking about coming and 
discussing matters, discussing what? The people who 
were forced into taking action on certain matters 
even if it is Order No. 5, were forced into taking 
this action because they were blinded; they cannot 
see  what is hwpening. But let them come to St. An- 
drew; they will lose their deposit. I am waiting for 
them. You ran away from the people already and do 
you expect them to take you again? I feel that Order 
No. 5 should be the next Order of the Day because 
my constipents have sent me: here to represent 
them on these matters. I do not feel that my con- 
stituents should wait for  : 50 years after they have 
worked and done a good job in the sugar industry, 
before they receive benefits. I feel that every man 

is entitled to what is his. I feel that even every young 
person and not only the old people in &is country who 
have already made their contributions - I feel that if 
a young man has made his contribution o r  if young 
men have made their contributions which a re  meas - 
urable to any, even if it is their contribution to the 
Sugar Industry Provident Fund, which is Order NOS 
on this Order Paper, they a r e  entitled to what is  
theirs. I feel that if that contribution is made, whether 
a man is old o r  young, whether somebody likes him 
o r  not, whether he gets up and tells a man what he 
thinks of him when he feels that he ought to do so, 
whether he lets everybody know that he is fearless, 
afraidof no man, young, strong, vigorous, intelligent 
and a lot more intelligent than a lot of them, fears 
no man in town - don't worry your head over him 
because he must get through -he should be given what 
is his,whether he lets them know that o r  not. 

Mr. Speaker, I said earl ier  that I reserve the 
right to speakon any matter in here, My constituents, 
some of whom a r e  entitled to benefits under the pro - 
visions of this Bill which is Order No. 5 on which I 
am speaking, have given me the right to make con- 
structive criticism on any issue which comes up in 
this country. If I belong to a Party I am going to vote 
withthat Party,lbut that cannot stop me from saying 
how I feel. If my conviction is such, after having 
made my speech, that I shouldnot vote for a Measure, 
I will go outside; but a s  long a s  I am with a Party, I 
will vote with it. If the Party to which I belong and 
from which 1 have not yet resigned - they will have 
to resign me because my constituents have sent me 
here on a ticket and I have no intention of resigning 
from that ticket unless they tell me to resign. If 
people victimise me for talking on this Bill o r  on any 
matter, and for saying how I feel about it, they will 
tell my constituents why have they done so. Vic- 
timise me and go in St, Andrew! I fought it amongst 
my constituents almost single-handedly, especially 
in 1966, and despite fearful odds, I was elected a s  
senior member for the constituency. 
9.15 p.m. 

I shall be senior member again a s  long a s  I 
represent the cause of my people. Especially when I 
speak on a matter like the provision and establish- 
mentof the Provident Fund, which is Order No. 5, I 
should like to see it done. They a r e  not going to 
"fire" me without a cause, because they know that 
I have done a p o d  job. They know that I have been 
doing an honest job, and agricultur_ists throughout 
this country, even yesterday, went on record with 
their comments that it was a job well done. I mean 
a job well done in respect of the provision of the 
Provident Fundlegislation.1 was the man who pressed 
ithome for the people of this country. I refer  to the 
provision of Provident Fund legislation for  the poor, 
hungry, starving people who do not have a dollar to 
buy bread, who do not have the next dress  to wear, 
who cannot wear mini-skirts o r  shorty shorts - 
people who cannot do that sent me here. 

I like to oppose, but sometimes when people 
oppose certain things they have to suffer. One thing 
I am not going to oppose,:and it is the provision o r  



th&,ililtablishment of the Provident Fund for sugar 
workers, which is Order No. 5, which I should like 
to see done. Mr. Speaker, some people do not like 
you to oppose them. Some people cannot appreciate 
constructive criticism; they can appreciate dummies; 
they can appreciate "Yes-men", I was never aa 
"Yes-man". If I feel that you a r e  a fool, by any 
epithet with which it can be qualified, I will tell you 
so straight, 

I feel it is stupid, Mr. Speaker, not to do Order- 
No. 5 tonight. I feel it is an act of grave indifference. 
Ifeel that it is an action taken which is not in the in- 
terest of the poor agricultural workers who have 
been dying since 1956. The Attorney-General can 
tell you, if he would like to be truthful for one mo- 
ment,Mr. Speaker, that I implored him to let me get 
this legislation before the House before Christmas 
for  the poor people. Can you imagine somebody com- 
ing in here to tell me that it cannot be done? They 
cannot kick me from "Melbourne" nor can they kick 
me from St. Andrew. If they bring guns, I have guns, 
too. If they want to fight, I can fight. If they bring 
dogs. I have eight dogs. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am speaking and every other 
member must remain silent. I am merely reminding 
the hon, member of Standing Order 26(9): 

"The conduct of Members of either House 
of the Legislature shall not be referred to ex- 
cept upon a substantive motion." 

I just want to remind the hon. member that he re -  
ferred to the Attorney -General, and that the Attorney- 
General is a member of the Other Place. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, a re  you telling me 
that I should not tell the House how co-operative the 
Attorney -Gener al was in letting me get this legisla - 
tion before the House before Christmas? The Com- 
mittee reported late ,and the Bill went to the Attorney- 
General, and he co-operated with me in order to get 
it down here before Christmas. I am saying that 
anybody who suggests that this should not be done to - 
night can only be a traitor to his country and to the 
poor agricultural workers who a re  suffering in this 
country today. (ASIDES) 

I do not care who reports me; I have a big mouth 
and I can report myself to my constituents. You can 
look for a lot of f ire in here. Mr. Speaker, I still 
maintain that Order No. 5 which affects all agricul- 
tural workers in this country who have reached a 
certain age - (ASIDESI Let them curse me; I do not 
beg them for anything. Order No. 5 is in my name, 
Mr.  Speaker, and I can speak on it and I feel that it 
should be the next Order of the Day. How in the name 
of Heavenorder No. 5 is standing in my name on this 
Order Paper today and somebody is going to tell me, 
without even consulting me, that it ought not to be 
done? If you want fire, you will get fire and brimstone. 
I do not interfere with anybody; so do not interfere 
o r  do not trouble me. 

I have made my point. Mr. Speaker, I feel that, 
in the interest of my constituents and the agricul- 

tural worker8 in thL entire Ieland and my consti- 
tuency in particular, it should be done tonight, Mr, 
Speaker, I feel that it ehould be done, and I also feel 
that anybody who would like to delay legislation - Li 
you a r e  going to give them the $5.00 that I have asked 
fo r  them, you may do so, ( A S l D E S )  I am not saying 
what caused the row. I know that I was not to get 
back the seat in St. Andrew, because other people 
feel that they should get it when they ran away from 
the people in St. Andrew, 

Mr. Speaker, Ihave an issue to deal with for the 
people in my constituency, and it is the Provident 
Fund Bfll a t  Order No. 5 .Before I took any action I 
hadto go to my constituency. I never ran away from 
my constituents yet. Ido not get up against anybody. 
They had to talk to my wife straight and tell her 
what the business was. I bear a lot. Do not trouble 
me; I do not trouble anybody, (ASIDES) I could not 
care less; I live at "Melbourne", a t  Joy Edwards. 
I do not beg for anything, and they cannot stop me 
from living. 

I will tell the world that I am interested in the 
Provident Fund legislation, and I am interested in 
its being introduced in the House tonight for the 
people of Barbados in general, antl the people of my 
constituency in particular. You spite me without a 
cause, and you spite my constituents. I have a lot 
more to talk about on this Order No. 5. 

M r .  SPEAKER: It is not a question of speaking 
on Order No. 5, but whether o r  not Order No. 5 
should be the next Order of the Day. You must give 
the reason why it should be the next Order of the 
Day. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, 1 think i t  should 
be the next Order of the Day. As Minister of Labour 
I introduced it, and I asked the hon. Attorney- 
General to assist me in getting legislation ready be- 
cause I wanted it on our Statute Books in this 
country before Christmas. 
9.25 p.m. 

I called him on the telephone and told him that 
I did not want the House to go on recess before it 
was introduced. They were promiseil it for too long, 
and it would hurt my heart, Mr. Speaker, if it were 
not done tonight. I do not have any ability; I a m  too 
young to deserve what more elderly ones should 
have; but I am young and strong enough to repre - 
sent the sugar workers in this country, and to say 
that I would like this legislation passed today so that 
these sugar workers can get what is theirs. A lot 
of us will be receiving heavy pay cheques and can 
buy ourselves a good Christmas meal, but what can 
these people buy themselves? Some of us do not 
even rememberthem.Al1 my life I have been mak- 
ingcontributions to people like these, makhg them 
feel they a r e  alive, making them feel they have a 
place in society. I am too young to let my voice be 
heard; I am a junior.Re fact that I foughtfor these 
people; the fact that I have done a job which I can 
challenge any to better; the fact that I feel that my 
people a re  entitled to the benefits of a Provident 



Fund Scheme shoWd be a glaring example that if a 
man can do these things, he cannot do better. Our 
Lord died for this world when he was a t  the age of 
thirty-three. There were outstanding Prime Minis- 
t e r s  in their twenties. 

I know, Mr. Speaker, that I am not too young, 
and no young man in this country is too young, hav- 
ing adult suffrage o r  having reduced the voting age 
to eighteen years, making it possible for a boy to 
leave school and come to represent agricultural 
workers through a Provident Fund, at  the age of 
twenty-one,since you have made it possible for him 
to enter the Legislature at  that age. He has had to 
make very unfavourable decisions, decisions which 
incurred on him the wrath of the mercantile com- 
munity in this country. This is  what a young man in 
politics suffers, especially when he is representing 
agricultural workers who should have a Provident 
Fund. He has incurred the wrath of many people, and 
he has put himself out of the way because he has the 
youthand energy to do it. The electorate did not say 
that that boy at 21 years was too young to represent 
agricultural workers. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What we a re  concerned with now 
is whether Order No. 5 should be the next Order of 
the Day. 

Mr. EDWARDS: I am dealing with the need to 
deal with Order No. 5 which deals with agricultural 
workers, and these can be represented by the youth 
of this country. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Irrespective of whether it is by 
the youth o r  otherwise, it is  a question of whether 
Order No. 5 should be the next Order of the Day, 
andwhether one really wants it to be the next Order 
of the Day. It can only be decided on a vote of this 
House. 

Mr. EDWARDS: But the vote can only come after 
the person moving the motion shall have completed 
what he has to say on the motion. I have told you al- 
ready that nobody is going to stifle me in here to- 
night. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no intention of attempting 
to stifle anyone, but it i s  my duty to see  that the 
Standing Orders a r e  complied with, and that there 
is no attempt at filibustering o r  being repetitive. I 
am merely reminding the hon. member that he may 
urge every possible argument which he thinks fit 
why Order No. 5 should be the next Order of the Day. 

Mr. EDWARDS: This is exactly what I am say- 
ing, Mr .  Speaker. I have great respect for you. I 
know that you would never attempt to s th le  me, but 
I cannot say it of a lot of other people. People try 
to stifle others in many forms. One hears : "You a r e  
too young and giddy-headed; you have got too big 
for your boots; therefore let me legislate against 
you and the p u t h  of your country." I am saying here 
that nobody is going to detain legislation whichlooks 
after the people in the sugar industry, As I said, 
anybody doing that is a traitor to his country. 

I beg to move that Order No. 5 be the next Order 
of the Day, 

Mr.  J. M. G. M. ADAMS; Mr. Speaker, in rising 
to second the motion, I hope that, if I speak and say 
anything which the Hon. Mover of this motion thinks 
has introduced fresh matter, he will not hesi- 
tate to reply, because of necessity, some of the facts 
which I am going to mention in my speech a r e  de- 
rived second-hand. Why I think that Order No. 5 
should be the next Order of the Day is this, Mr. 
Speaker: when the second reading of this Bill was be - 
ing debated in this House, the hon. member who has 
just sat  down, the former Minister of Agriculture, 
indicated on that occasion that he thought that a figure 
of $5.00 was more suitable than a figure of $3.60 
which is found in the original Bill a s  the weekly pay- 
ment. I understand on that occasion that this had 
been put up by a member of Cabinet, and Cabinet 
hadnot accepted it. Inowunderstand from the Leader 
of the House with whom I had a conversation a mo- 
ment ago that if the Minister, the hon, member who 
has just sa t  down, who is now leaviqg the House, had- 
been at  the Select Committee whose Report was c i r -  
culated to me, there was a possibility that they may 
have accepted this figure of $5.00. I did not in fact 
see  inthe Report of the Select Committee which was 
signed "L. E. Smith, Chairman" - I take that to mean 
the hon. senior member for St. Joseph - any ref- 
erence to that, but if the Leader of the House was 
waiting for the opinion of the former Minister of 
Agriculture before he allowed this Bill to come for- 
ward, a s  far  a s  I am concerned he had the opinion 
of the former Minister. If the Select Committee, 
having discussed and debated this matter, was wait - 
ing only to hear whether the hon. senior member 
for St. Andrew agreed with $3.60 o r  $5.00, then the 
Select Committee could not be waiting for very 
much, because it has been clear - and it is clearer 
even now from the burden of the speech of the Mover 
of this motion that Order No. 5 be the next Order of 
the Day - that he does not consider the lower figure 
appropriate. 
9.35 p.m. 

I mention that, Mr. Speaker, because I would urge 
on the House that the reasons for the postponement 
a r e  wholly specious. The Hon. Leader of the House 
has suggested that we should give the hon. senior 
member for St. Peter some time to acquaint him- 
self with the background of the Bill before pro- 
ceeding with it. Well, Sir, the hon. senior member 
for  St. Peter  sought no time before getting up and 
making the longest speech from that side on a Reso - 
lution dealing with transport. No matter how long 
he is in the Government, a s  long a s  he is Minister 
of Agriculture, I daresay that the hon. junior mem- 
berfor St. Thomas will not give him the opportunity 
of acquainting himself with the details of the Trans - 
port Board Resolution. If he is so  brave in dealing 
with another Minister's portfolio, why can't he be 
brave and deal with this matter? Why is it that the 
Hon. Leader of the House has to speak for him? He 
got up today and made a long speech about a Reso- 
lution for $300,000 on the Transport Board, and, 
infact,nobody in this Hon. House can doubt that the 



dirrcurlriont~ which the hon.rrenior member for 
Patar had on that Resolution a t  all were with rhe 

kbn. Leader of th Opposition. Tfie only acqwintmce 
With the details came from the Hon. Leader of the 
Oppoeition. Nobody can doubt that, and yet he could 
speak on transpan; well,-why can't he speak on this 
Bill now? If he has such an approach to the problems 
of Government that, on the first day he turns his 
coat,he'fhds himself able to represent a line - it is 
true not very successfully, but he still finds himself 
able to make a speech on it - why can't he go on 
and make a speech on this Bill? The argument that 
we must give the new Minister of Agriculture an op- 
portunity tounderstand the Bill& my humble opinion, 
falls to the ground. 

than that, the Minister of Agriculture has 
made remarks about the experience of, I gather, tht: 
hon. senior member for  St. James and the hon. 
senior member for Christ Church. Well, I can say 
that I have had a few years' experience of him, and 
I do not believe that in six months he would under - 
stand the details of this Bill any better thah he un- 
derstands them today. As far a s  that argument is 
concerned, he  can do it now, and he would do it a s  
well a s  he ever would do it, a s  well a s  he will ever 
be able to do it, a s  well a s  he did the Transport 
Resolution and as well as,  perhaps, he addressed a 
meeting of the St. Peter constituency branch of the 
Barbgdos Labour Party, urging them to unity and 
Party loyalty last Friday night. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot see  how that affects the 
issueof Order No, 5 being the next Order of the Day 
and seconding that motion. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, one of 
the arguments used by the hon. junior member for 
St. Lucy is that we should not deal with Order No. 5 
because we should give the hon. senior member for 
St. Peter some time to acquaint himself with it. I am 
suggestingfa) that to give him time he still will not 
understand anything better than he understands it 
today o r  (b) he has already demonstrated his willing- 
ness to jump in with both his feet. It is that aspect 
of the argument of the Hon. Leader of the House with 
which I am dealing. After all, this is a debating 
Chamber and we do not just put forward points in 
obstruction, We have to use illustrations in orderto 
further what we mean and we have to answer points 
made by other persons. If there is one of the facts 
which emerged from Oxford in that period of fantasy 
1943 - 44 - 45, if there is one fact surrounding the 
person of the hon. junior member for St. Lucy, it is 
that he was really the President of the Oxford Union. 
I read his speech myself in the debating book a t  the 
Union. I turned it up and I cannot say that it en- 
thralled me o r  had any magical words in it; certainly 
it was not so  thrilling a s  the article written by his 
friend, Mr. Stanley Barker. 

Mr. SPEAKER: And I am sure that neither the 
speech nor the article refer to Order No. 5 being 
the next Order of the Day. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: No, Mr. Speaker, but I 
a m  meationing that t o  indicate &a whataver hi8 uu- 
deretulding of a Measure arising out of a file may 
be o r  whatever his capacity for administtrFng the 
Ministry of Education may be, I leave the Prime 
Miniater to be the best judge of that; nevertheless 
he has credentials which should cause us to regttrd 
him as a skilled debater. Those of us who see 
through him perhaps do not see him in that light, but 
thereare  hon. members of this House wbo may think 
that the h n .  Leader of the House made a point and 
therefore I Want to answer the point. That is what 
speeches a r e  about. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Perhaps the hon. member would 
proceed to answer the point. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I am sorry,  Mr .  
Speaker, I thought I had made it, but I had better go 
over it again. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In the hon. member's concise 
and non -repetitive manner. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: It deals with the hon. 
senior member for St. Peter. One qf the arguments 
- in fact he rang me yesterday and told me that he 
was a Minister because of his difficult, financial 
circumstances . 

Mr. SPEAKER: That has no connection at all 
with Order No. 5 being the next Order of the Day, 
which motion I understand the hon. and learned 
senior member for St. Thomas to be seconding. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I am sorry,  Mr. 
Speaker, I heard so loud an interruption on my left 
- I was not looking, but I assume that no hon. mem- 
ber would break Standing Order No. 29(5) -which 
deals with the behaviourof members not speaking - 
with so loud a voice, espxia l ly  a member with the 
experience of my junior colleague, the Hon. Minis - 
t e r  of Communications and Works. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I did not realise that that hon. . 
member was on the left of the hon. member who is 
now standing. I thought that he was in another di- 
rection. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I am not so good at 
navigation perhaps, h t  I would say that he is slightly 
over to my left. I would say South by South-west. I 
gather that the hon. junior member for St. Thomas 
is giving you directions a s  to how you should direct 
me to conduct my speech. (Hon. N, W. BOXILL: You 
should make him s i t  down o r  name hitnl) Shall I s i t  
down while he instructs you, Mr. Speaker? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Wfllthe hon. junior member for 
St. Thomas bear in mind the relevant Standing Order 
in connection with the conduct of members not 
speaking?Will the hon. senior member for S@. Thomas 
proceed with his speech in seconding the motion 
that Order No. 5 be the next Order of the Day? 



Hon, N, W, BOXILL: Mr, Speaker, on a point of 
order, I am reading from Sir Erekine May's Par-  
liamentary Practice, 17th Edition. This ie what it 
says here on page 295: - 

"A Bfll is a draft of a legislative proposal and 
when it has passed throughnits various stages in both 
Houses and received the Royal Assent, becomes an 
Act of Parliament. Bills a r e  subdivided into public, 
private and hybrid". Then it goes on to say, and this 
is the point I am trying to make, "public Bills a re  
so-called because they deal with matters of public 
general interest. In most cases they a r e  introduced 
and piloted through a by a member of the Govern- 
ment.'' 

This Bill was not piloted through the House by a 
member of the Government, because the senior mem - 
ber for St. Andrew is no longer a Government Minis - 
t e r  and therefore he cannot pilot the Bill through the 
House. I do not see why we should be here wasting 
time diluting and getting on with this kind of nonsense 
any longer. I am asking Your Honour to rule. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has made his 
point. I am well aware of the passage to which he r e  - 
fers andhe himself read that it deals, in most cases, 
with a Bill piloted by a member of the Government. 
We have not yet reached the stage of deciding that we 
will deal with this Bill. 
9.45 p.m. 

The only motion before the House is that Order No.5 
be the next Order of the Day. If that motion were 
passed, then other considerations will arise. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I trust 
that you enjoyed the instructions being given to you 
by the hon. junior member for St. Thomas as  much 
as  I did. Were they relevant, Mr. Speaker, I would 
have been surprised; that they were well read sur-  
prised me even more. I think we should really invite 
the hon. junior member for St. Thomas to start  giv- 
ing us all lectures in constitutional law even though, 
perhaps, he would have to have the dictionary at his 
side to define for him what a r e  Bills and what a re  
Motions. Mr. Speaker, without being so presumptu- 
ous as  he, might I happily add as a postscript to your 
Ruling that in any case this i s  a Bill which has al-  
ready partly been piloted through the House by the 
hon. member. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We have not got to that stage yet. 
We a r e  now considering a motion that No. 5 be the 
next Order of the Day. We have not even reached a 
stage to say what No. 5 is. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I hope 
that that is not a suggestion to me to debate the mys - 
tic qualities of the number "5", because I find my- 
self quite unable to separate the motion which was 
moved by rhe hon. senior member for St. Andrew 
that Order No. 5jbe the next Order of the Day from 
the fact that it is an Order to provide for the Third 
Reading of a Bill called a Provident Fund for agri- 
cultural labourers. 

Now, Mr, Speaker, ina way I wish the hon, s e n h  
member for St, Andrew was here, becauee I ha* 
been persecuting him ovar a number of monthe ov&r 
this matter of the Provident Fund for agricultural 
workers in my own conetituency, St, Thomas, which 
is shared by the Minister of Communications and 
Works. I speak for myself and, I believe, the Minis - 
ter. We have to face constant requests from people, 
many of them poor widows and ladies unable to work 
any longer, o r  who feel they a r e  unable to work; 
persons who have been injured, perhaps, at work, o r  
persons, indeed, who a re  in a worse position still, 
who have been injured away from work and can no 
longer work; persons who have passed retiring age; 
persons who have reached a late age and have fallen 
out with the manager. That is the most tragic case 
of all, because you have to advise them that after 60 
years in a plantation you can be sent home with a 
week's pay. Like the bearer of bad tidings, Mr. 
Speaker, all too often you feel yourself being poli- 
tically put to the sword when you tell them that there 
is nothing you can do, and that if Mr. Mahon says he 
is not going to give them the money -they cannot put 
him in Court for it. They then feel you a re  in league 
with Mr. Mahon, o r  the owner, o r  the manager, a s  
the case may be. 

Mr. Speaker, these tragic cases come before 
our attention all the time. For some years, I believe, 
the smaller plantation, o r  the more recalcitrant 
plantation managers o r  owners have been saying to 
persons to whom they do not feel like giving an ex 
gratia pension: "Every year we pay our money into 
the Provident Fund, and that is the Fund out of which 
you must get your pension." Mr. Speaker, this must 
be within the experience of everybody who repre - 
sents an agricultural constituency, and everybody 
who has lived o r  worked on a plantation in the coun- 
try that there is this feeling that there should be 
pensions, that the pensions offered by the plantations 
a re  too small o r  in some cases non-existent, and 
that people get turned off from work d thou t  adequate 
compensation. 

There in Redman's Village, Mr. Speaker, is an 
old blind man living. He fell out with Lion Castle 
Plantation some years ago - about four o r  five 
years ago. I believe that the hon. member would know 
Mr. Leacock. He went to the plantation and had an 
argument over boundaries; he cut some bananas; 
the plantation put him in Court for stealing bananas; 
they brought expensive Counsel instructed by ex- 
pensive Solicitors in Bridgetown; he represented 
himself, won the case, and they put him off the land, 
and he had to go and get a Government house in Red- 
man's Village with no pension. Because he fought the 
plantation through the Courts and won a case in- 
volving a few hands of bananas, he was thrown off. 
He has no pension and he is blind, Mr. Speaker. He 
has talkedaboutthis for a long time. He has worked 
and his family has never lived, a s  fa r  a s  one can 
judge, other than on Lion Castle Plantation. I dare 
say if you will trace back you will find that his fa- 
mily was emancipated a s  slaves on Lion Castle 
Plantation, but he has now been turned off after gen- 
erations with no pension a t  all. 



.b p r ,  Speaker, that is the so r t  of person for whom 
are urging that the Provident Fund be made law 

before Chrietmas, so that Ff he cannot get the money 
in hie hand before Christmas, a t  least he has a 
&rietmss present of knowing that the people he sent 
to the Houee of Assembly fought for it and got that 
passed into law. 

Earlier this year, when I mentioned another 
very tragic case to the ex-Minister, he indicated 
that he hoped by the end of this year to have the le-  
gislation. Mr. Speaker, can we doubt that the main- 

* spring behind bringing this Provident Fund legislation 
to the House is the ex-Minister, when the minute he 
is out of office the Leader of the House says he does 
not want it to go any further? The very day that the 
Minister is fired from office, after promising and 
to my knowledge fighting to get this legislation 
through, they do not want to give him credit for it. 
They want to hold it up. 

Mr. Speaker, I welcomed the Provident Fund 
legislationwhen it was first circulated to members. 
I told a number of people in St. Thomas that I could 
not promise them anything, but I understood that the 
Bill would be passed before Christmas. It took time 
actually to reach here to be debated; I know nothing 
of the Select Committee's deliberations except what 
I see  here cyclostyled. In the Report, Mr. Speaker, 
I observe that the only positive recommendation 
that is made is to give $100.00 to defray funeral ex- 
penses for undertakers. That is the only positive 
recommendation in the Report of the Select Com- 

w mittee chaired by the hon, senior member for St. 

Joseph. More benefit forundertakers:butIunder- 
stand that the question of $5.00 per week was also 
canvassed there. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge again that hon, members 
support this. This has been going on for years. For 
years the Provident Fund has been there. We le  - 
velled in 1964 against the Government a charge that 
it was hypocrisy to talk about putting a windfall in- 
to Mr. Frank Walcott's hands to provide funds for 
the workers when the Government itself had much 
more money along with the windfall money and could 
not work out a scheme for distributing the money. 

JF, That was as  long ago a s  1964. When a t  long last  the 
wheels have turned and a Provident Fund Bill comes 
before the House - nobody can doubt, after what 
happened to Mr. Frank Walcott, the potency of the 
windfall issue. 
9.55 p.m. 

a 

The Government took four years to bring it 
here from the time of the windfall, although the ar- 
gument was before their eyes, and now there is a 
wish to postpone it ye? again; and postponing it into 
whose hands? The hands of the hon. junior member 
fors t .  Peter,a member who once occupied that dig- 
nified seat in which you sit, Mr. Speaker, but not 
with the dignity with which Your Honour occupies 
the Chair; the hon, member for  St. Peter who forced 

k 
the Chaplain to resign due to his behaviour. NOW the 
poor agricultural workers of this country have to 
wait...... 

Hon, K, Nb R, HUSBANDS: Mr. Speaker, on a 
point of order, tho hon, member ie making persons1 
reference to m, md I do ridt think he ehould be a1 - 
lowed to  do so under the Standing Orders of this 
House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. member for St. 
Thomas proceed to give any further reaeons he may 
have to adduce as  to why No. 5 should be the next 
Order of the Day. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, if the 
hon. senior member for  St. Peter objects to personal 
references, I withdraw them, because truthfully they 
a r e  only matters of hearsay. I stood in England and 
heard about the gin and the woman in the Chamber, 
and I could not personally know about it. Therefore 
I withdraw these references. Nevertheless I can say 
that I have had some experiehce.with the hon, senior 
member for St. Peteq, and I have n6t found him to 
be a person of SUCH competence in my personal deal - 
in@ with him o r  probity after what he told me yes - 
terday on the telephone that would permit me to feel 
that this House will gain anything by postponing this 
Resolution for his further consideration. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now the senibr member for St. 
Thomas has used the word "probity" in reference 
to an hon. member of the House. I regard the word 
"probity" and the suggestion that an hon. member 
of this House lacks probity as  offensive o r  insulting, 
and I ask the hon. member to withdraw that. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I really 
am very sorry. I did rrot appreciate that when I said 
'in my opinion after what ne told me yesterday he has 
not got probity' i t  was offensive, and therefore I with - 
draw the word "probity". 

Mr. SPEAKER: Obviously in the connection in 
which it was used. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: What I should say is 
this: in my personal dealings with the member, 1 
have never found that he had appkat ion o r  compe - 
tence, I do not believe they a r e  offensive, and hence 
Iamro say,Sir, that yesterday on the telephone when 
indicating to me  that the Prime Mihister had invited 
him to become a Minister and he had accepted, he 
told me it was due to his financial circumstanc&. 

I 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that personal con- 
versations o r  ,alleged personal conversations between 
hon. members come in bad taste, and particularly 
from a member like the hon. and learned member for 
St. Thomas. It Is bad taste and I ask the hon. mem - 
ber to deebt.  

Mr. J. M. Cf . M, ADAMS: It was not only a con- 
versation. He wrote a letter and said how bad his 
financial circumstances were. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That cannot a r i se  in this con- 
nectionas to whether Order No. 5 should be the next 
Orderof the Day. Another opportunity may ar ise  for 
these matters to be dealt with. 



Mr. J, M, G. M. ADAMS: I thought the hon, se- 
nior member for St. Peter wae rising, I can send 
him a copy of the let ter  if he has forgotten. He may 
have written it in the sor t  of condition he was in in 
the middle of this afternoon. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am entitled to presume that 
that letter has no reference to the order of pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr. HINDS: On a point of order, the hon. senior 
member for St. Peter  is entitled to some opportunity 
to defend himself. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no point of order, but I 
quite appreciate.. . . . , 

Mr. MOTTLEY: This is no point of order; this 
is a point of commonsense. Now I am making this 
appeal. Poverty is no crime. The hon. senior mem- 
ber for St. Thomas was a Barbados Scholar, and a 
man of his position should not be referring to per- 
sonai things between himself and the hon. senior 
member for  St. Peter. I do not agree with it, and I 
do not give a damn who thinks it is right. Personal 
things between the two of them, with letters passing, 
should not be referred to, 

Mr. SPEAKER: m a t  is not a point of order. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : That is a point of commonsense 
and a point of decency. I would not do it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already said I regard it 
a s  being in bad taste. I am afraid conditions a r e  be- 
coming difficult and I may have to refer to the Gal- 
lery. If I do, automatically it has to be cleared. I 
may have to. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, just let 
us get this quite clear. You, Sir, referred to bad 
taste and the hon. senior member for Bridgetown 
talked about personal letters. The hon. senior mem - 
ber for St. Peter rang me in my connection a s  Sec- 
retary of the Barbados Labour Party giving me 
information to be passed on - not anything personal; 
and the letter was written to the Secretary of the 
Barbados Labour Party for the information of those 
to whom it had to be drawn. This is not a personal 
letter begging me for money. 

Mr. SPEAKER: A letter for the information of 
members of the Barbados Labour Party i s  a letter 
for  the information of them, and not for members 
of the Barbados House of Assembly. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: If the hon, member 
has instructedme to publish it, I have no alternative 
but to publish the letter in the Press  o r  wherever I 
am jnstructed to publish it. It is a part of the a r -  
chives in Roebuck Street that was taken out and 
copiedfor a certain purpose; s o  do not tell me about 
personal lztters o r  bad taste. I have some idea about 
taste. 

\ Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, and it may differ from 
otherhon, member's o r  my own. It i s  a matter en- 

tirely for the hon. member how and where and when 
he publishes these letters. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: At least, Mr. Speaker, 
I have not falsely reported the personal conversation 
I had with the Governor-General, o r  the Governor- 
General has not had to say so to anybody. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That has no relation to whether 
OrderNo. 5 should be the next Order of the Day. The 
hon. member must recall that there is a Standing 
Order which says that the conduct of the Governor- 
General shall not be called in question. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I am praising the con- 
duct of the Governor -General in contacting the per - 
sons relevant to contradict certain things that were 
said on television last  night, I am not calling his 
conduct in question; I am congratulating him in not 
allowing certain persons to get away with certain 
things . 

Mr. Speaker, what better C h r i s h a s  present can 
you give these people but a Provident Fund? Just 
look a t  it that way. What political manoeuvre is at  
the back of this, refusal to deal with it? Is it a desire 
somehowto accommodate the Chairman of the Select 
Committee? Again truthfully I doubt that. I have no 
impression on that matter. What is the possible 
reason for adjourning it? When I asked the Leader 
of the House, all he told me was that the hon. senior 
member for St, Andrew had not been to the Select 
Committee and he did not know what his views were 
on the $5.00. I am glad the hon. senior member for 
St. Andrew is back here now. I believe he can tell 
us what his views on the $5.00 are ,  and if that is the 
hold-upandthe only serious hold-up that the Leader 
of the House can suggest to me, let us hear from 
himandlet him satisfy the Leader of the House. Let 
us  give the people their money, Mr. Speaker. 
10.05 p.m. 

Mr. St. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, I think that the im- 
portance of this Bill is so great, that we should ap- 
proach it in a calm and unemotional manner. We a r e  
dealing with a provision to permit the payment of a 
sum of money to people for whom everybody in all 
Parties on both sides of the House must have pity 
and consideration for their plight, people who have 
devoted years of their life to contribute to the eco- 
nomic welfare of this country. I heard someone say 
thatpoverty is  no crime. It has been visibly brought 
to my mind very lately that to be in a financial strai t  
is to be in such a condition in which one is forced to 
throw considerations of honour, integrity and de - 
cency to the wind, That is the position in which, Mr. 
Speaker, circumstances can throw people. If that is 
so with people who a r e  educated, if that is so 
with people who, for years,  have tried their best 
to maintain an appearance of honour and integrity, 
what is the position with the sugar workers who 
have retired, who a r e  ill and who can only get 
$3.00 a week by way of oldage pension - and if 
they live in a constituency like mine in Christ 
Church and they go to get National Assistance, 
they can only get 50 cents a week? 



&r, I remember, and politics is really a re - 
ble thing, that it was the Hon. Leader of the 

Wot;trle who, some years ago, came in here with his 
W k e t .  The pension was $ 1.80 a week then. It is 
$3.00 a week now, but the cost of living has risen 
considerably since the pension was $1.80 a week. 
l am not trying to say that $3.00 a week today is go- 
ing to buy the same a s  what $1.80 per week would 
have bought in those days. I have my great doubts 
about that, because since November last year, the 
impact of devaluation on the cost of living in this 
country has been great and I have always saidpot - 
only in here but on public platforms many times, 
that I think that one of the greatest means of pre- 
venting social unrest and discord in your country 
is for the Government to ensure that there is a 
basic minimum living wage in your country. There 
can be no doubt about that. To be undereconomic 
pressure is to be a slave, and nobody knows that 
better than the hon, senior member for St. Peter. 
Nobody knows that better than he. Pity from other 
people cannot give you bread and butter, it cannot 
pay your bills and the hon. member says one of 
these feeble years Christmas is coming around the 
corner, next year is coming in and you cannot even 
go to the shopkeeper and trust upon the contingent 
right to receive in the future a well-known form of 
security, a s  Your Honour will no doubt remember 
in law. There a r e  some people who would give you 
advances on credit on the basis and on the fact that 
you have an expectation. There is no expectation in 
this. This is a Bill which has passed its second 
reading, and the only thing which is before the 
House now is a motion for the third reading. That 
is the stage which we have reached and it is the 
height of - I want to use parliamentary language - 
specious reasoning to come in here and say that the 
Bill has become controversial when it was known 
that it was going to be controversial, and that was 
the reason given for the suspension of the Standing 
Orders today. 

In the next place, to say that the Select Com- 
mittee had not reported when the Select Committee 
had reported and, thirdly, to say that there were 
certain recommendations which have to go back in 
Select Committee - I am going toexpose the hypo- 
crisy of that statement because, if that were so, 
earl ier  today when it was suggested that the Stand- 
ing Orders should be suspended, surely then it was 
known that the Bill had to go b c k  in Select Com- 
mittee. The whole thing is an attempt to postpone 
this matter tonight in order to give an appearance. 
I do not care what the appearance is; people should 
not think that you can make political capital out of 
$3.00 o r  $5.00 a week. If you think so, it is only an 
indication of your contempt for the people, the poor 
people who have to receive it. If you think that the 
holding up of a promise of the difference between 
$3.60 and $5.00 is such a great thing, you could a s  
well go to the rum shop and buy that. I am beginning 
to believe that there a re  a number of people on that 
side of the House who believe that the power of 
money is the greatest manipulator and the greatest 
thing in the world that you can use and you can buy 
everybody with. I can only say this: When we think 

that tonight is the last  session, how do we look in the 
eyes of the agricultural workers and in the eyes of 
reasonable people in Barbados in relation to a Pro- 
vident Fund which, for 12  years, the var- legis- 
lators in Barbados were thinking of passing for the 
agricultural workers? A Committee was set  up and 
in the newspapers all around Barbados it was given 
front-page treatment; the agricultural workers 
looked forward to it and we come in here  now and 
decide that we a r e  not going to deal with it today, we 
a r e  going to postpone it until the new year! That is 
a serious thing. I hope that hon. members tonight 
will remember that this Bill was introduced on this 
side of the House and it could never be controver - 
sial, It was welcomed by an all-Party agzeement. 
You look at the Objects and Reasons of the Bill. It 
is set out there that from 1956 moneys have been 
allocated from the Labour Welfare Fund because it 
was decided and it was known that whether you bring 
in a Social Security Scheme or not, there would be 
anumber of people in the agricultural industry who, 
by reason of their age, would not qualify for a pen- 
sion, a grant o r  anything under the Social Security 
Scheme and therefore special provision by a special 
Bill had to be made for them. W e  have it here now. 
10.15 p.m. 

The Fund is there; the money is there; it is only the UF. - 
willingness of the men in the Legislature at the pres - 
ent moment that prevents it from being passed to - 
night. If they have hearts of stone, Mr. Speaker, 
God in Heaven will deal with them a s  He dealt with 
Judas 1 previously. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, it is really r e  - 
grettable, I think, that hon.members on that side of 
the House should misinterpret my motives in sug- 
gesting that we ought not to proceed with this Bill 
this evening. I do not know of any hon. member, and 
I emphasize "hon. member" on either side of this 
House who should need to be told o r  lectured about 
the necessity of having this Bill enacted into law as  
soon as  possible; but there a re  certain facts I think 
that the hon. House and hon. members should know, 
if they do not know already. 

First of all,  this Bill was introduced and had 
its second reading last  week. It was agreed on all 
sides, in view of certain issues which were raised 
on the second reading, that it should go to a Select 
Committee so that these issues which were raised 
could be examined and dealt with and the appropriate 
recommendations made. I was a member of that 
Select Committee, and I do not think r that I have r e  - 
ceiveda summons to the meeting of the Committee, 
but I knew before the House adjourned on that eve - 
ning that the Committee was to have met on the next 
afternoon at three o'clock. 

I understood on that occasion that the hon. se-  
nior membe*r for St. Andrew had known of the like- 
lihood of the Committee meeting within 2$ hours. I 
have no impression that he disagreed with that, be - 
cause like everybody else he saw the urgency for 
completing the Bill In the shortest time possible. 
It is not my responsibility that the Committee's Re- 



port has not k e n  circulated to hon, members, In 
Committee the hon, junior member for St. Peter  did 
urge the necessity for increasing the weekly benefit 
from $3.60 to $5.00, and I took it upon myself to 
point out to him that, while there would be no dis- 
agreement on the necessity for that, I could not 
commit either the Cabinet or  the Minister in the 
Minister's absence, and certainly i f  the Minister 
were then present and felt able to accept that amend- 
ment,neither the senior member for St. George nor 
myself would have opposed it. 

I would think myself that the reason why that 
particular amendment was not carried then was that 
the Minister, for reasons which he has explained 
and which I have no reason not to accept, was not 
then present. A lot of things have happened since 
then. The position is this. Hon. members a r e  press - 
ing the completion of this Bill. Between the time the 
House last met and now there has been a new ,Minis - 
ter. The former Minister, the hon. senior member 
for St. Andrew, had the file in his possession - a s  
he hadevery right to have it in his possession - over 
the week end because he would have had it here on 
Saturday when the House met, and, since it is his 
Ministry's file, it was perfectly correct for him to 
have it in his possession. Equally correctly, he 
passed it back over here today. 

Now1 myself do not think the hon. senior mem- 
berfor St. Peter, the new Minister, has had a chance 
to study the file which he has not yet seen. I thought 
that, as  would be accepted by any reasonable person, 
the hon. senior member for St. Peter should have a 
chance, out of courtesy to him, to study the file which 
he had not yet seen so  that he should acquaint him- 
self with the matter. That is one point of my objec- 
tion to proceeding. The other point will be this, Mr. 
Speaker. If hon. members are  urging that the weekly 
pension should be now increased from $3.60 to $5.00, 
I could not commit the Government to that here and 
now on the floor of this House. The hon. Minister 
would have to consult the Cabinet and the financial 
advisers of the Government as  to the feasibility of 
that. He would have to acquaint himself and satisfy 
himself onthat point, o r  as  an alternative the Select 
Committee should be summoned to meet again to 
consider that point and make a firm recommenda- 
tion to the House, in which case the new Minister 
whose name, I would imagine, would be added to 
those on the Select Committee would have had a 
chance to understand the position as  he sees it, o r  
have it clarified for him after he has made his con- 
sultations. That is  only fair. 

If the House wishes to proceed to finishing the 
Bill tonight, I couldundertake to finish it in the form 
in which it passed the second readingplus those 
amendments which have come from the Select Com- 
mittee, but Icouldnotundertake to commit the Cabi- 
net to the new figure of $5.00, because I had no 
consultat&ons with anybody about it. It would be for 
the House to decide, if it wishes the Bill passed to- 
night, then it would have to be passed in the form in 
which the House approved the second reading plus 
those proposals which have so far  emerged out of 

 the Select Committee, If, on the other hand, the 
House is stfll insisting that $5.00 should be Lhcl new 
qigure, then, in fairness to the new Minister 88 well 
a s  to the Select Committee itself, further coneulta- 
tions should take place. (ASIDES) 

The point is that the Government is not resist-  
ing the suggestion, but I cannot commit the Cabinet 
to a new figure which has financial implications un- 
less I have further consultations, and more so unless 
thenewMinister,who is  responsible for it, has time 
to advise himself on the matter. That is  only fair. 
10.25 p.m. 

As I said, Mr. Speaker, if the House is insisting 
on having the Provident Fund Bill enacted a t  this 
moment, it can do so, but onthe understanding either 
that there may have to be amendments made to 
certain vital sections of the Bill within the nearest 
future, or ,  if it does not wish to do it this way 
but wants to make sure that the provision of $5.00 
is in, it would do no harm to postpone - o r  rather 
- not to proceed on the basis of,the old provision, 
and to wait until either the Select Committee has met 
again and reconsidered this point, o r  until the 
Minister is himself ready to advise a s  a result of his 
findings o r  uppn his study of the Bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I think this is the fairest way to 
look at it, and either of these alternatives can be 
adopted without rancour o r  without recrimination. 
There is no need whatever for  us to be embittered 
with one another on a matter like this, because the 
matter itself does not divide the House. I want to 
emphasise that there is no question therefore of 
anybody thinking that they want $5.00, but that the 
Government is resisting it. I think the former 
Minister knows more about it than I do, and I 
certainly have not had the impression in all that I 
have heard about i t  o r  read about the matter that any- 
h d y  was resisting the $5.00. All the impression I 
have had was that there was a consensus that that 
would have been desirable if it were financially 
feasible. If you want the Government to have another 
look at  that in order to meet the wishes of the whole 
H ~ u x  in raising the weekly penaioa, you xunot 
force in a l l  convscien~:s imtnzdiate dlscilssiorl ~f the 
Bill, because the only basis upon which the House 
can proceed would be to pass the Bill in che te rms 
in which the second reading was passed, plus of 
course such amendinet~ts se have a'ready k z u  
considered in Select Commlttez and which can be 
r e p r t e d  on. These are the a1ternix:ives; I do not 
see a~y- other. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, the Leader of the 
House has just intimated t h x  on this question of 
increasing from $3.60 to $5.00 the House is not 
divided. If that is th2 case, is a:l;.'hing to LE gainxi 
by returning to Select Committee? I am tb? member, 
a s  the Leader of the House said, who urged upon the 
Committee that the amount should be increased to 
$5.00. I am to say, and I have already reported to 
the Leader of the Opposition on this matter, that I 
was shocked to find that I did not get the support to 
that suggestion that I had been hoping for  in 



A? or- If the Leader of tho House knows in 
aa he har rtatsd, fhPt the House ir of one 

this particular point in the Bill, why is 
delay whateoever in proceeding with the 

s a matter of fact, the Committee was uxged 
t within 24 hours after it had been selected, 

was surprised to find that the then Minister 
responsible for the Bill  was not at Committee. When 
I communicated with the MMster  afterwards, I 
learned from him that he was never sum~noned to 
attend the meeting. Mr. Speaker, I was summoned 
to attend the meeting. I do not know if hon. members 

* think a summons means a blue paper. However, the 
Minister responsible for the Bill informedme that he 
was not summoned to attend this meeting. 

. Mr. S P E A K E R  left t h e  Chair and Mr. DEPOT Y 

S P E A K E R  took t h e  Chair.  
3 

Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. If we remember 
correctly, the first and secondreadings of the Bill 
were proceeded with some despatch. The Committee 
was appointed and we met, andIverywell, remember 
that when I urged upon the Committee that the amount 
of $3.60 per week pension for these poor people 
should be increased to $5.00 and it was pointed out 
to me that the Committee would be remaining divided 
on it, I urged upon the Committee at that stage that 
consideration of that particular section of the Bill 
be deferred, because the Leader of the House who 
was also a member of the Committee pointed out 
that the Minister responsible was not present. I 
never knew he had not been summoned. I never 

3. thought so a t  that stage, but a s  I have seen since then, 
I am now able to w t  two and two together and get 
them to make something more than four. When I 
urged then that consideration of that section be 
deferred, the Leader of the House pointed out to me 
that they we re not prepared to entertain the deferring 
of any consideration apart from the fact that the 
Minister was not present, but that the whole matter 
had to be returned to the House at i ts  next me&ing 
to get this Bill through for these poor people to get 
what they had been looking for so long. 

All these things happened in Committee and hon. 
members were willing to some extent to make things 
a s  easy as  were reasonably possible so that these 

, 
people could get this money. In my own constituency, 
there are some old men and women who have given 
of their all. There a re  some old menwhose physical 
condition is such that they now have to walk a s  though 
they were bow-legged in order to make 
accommodation for that condition which has crept 

I 
on them through toiling in the cane fields and the 
hedge-rows during all the years on the estate, and 
I cannot for  the life of me see why the Leader of the 
House at every stage of consideration of the Bill 
pointed out to us the necessity of proceedingwith 
this with despatch inview of the fact that these people 
were looking and hoping to benefit from the passage 
of this Bill before Christmas, but he did not then 
intimate to us that he meant Christmas 1969. 
10.35 p.m. 

2. 
The hon. Leader of the House did not then 

intimate to us that he meant Christmas, 1969$ 

- 

becauw what, the hon. leader of the Houcre ond the 
hon. eenior member forA St, George in Committee 
showed themeelvee very willing to entertain was the 
suggestion that t h e n  should be included an amount of 
$100 to pay the burial feq. I do not know if those two 
hon. members are just standing by now and praying 
that by December, f 969, there will be quite enough 
deaths so that you will pay out this $100 in the hope 
that that will be the end of thingswhere these people 
a re  concerned. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: That is not fair. The reason 
why I felt able to accept that amendment then was... 

Mr.' HINDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on what has the 
hon. member risen? Is he on a point of order? If he 
is not on a point of order, I am not giving way. 

Hon. f .  C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am 
asking hon. member to give way, I should speak on 
a point of elucidation. The hon. member is mis- 
interpreting anything I have said in Select Committee. 
1 am saying why I supported the proposal for funeral 
benefits. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. Leader of 
the House is asking the hon. j ~ i o r  member for 
St. Peter to give way. 

Mr. HINDS: I am not giving way. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. junior 
member for St. Peter has not given way. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 have said 
that I do not know if hon. members a re  hoping that 
by December of 1969 there will be anumber of deaths 
among some of these poor, starving old people, 
because it would seem to me that having regard to the 
haste, the speed, something has certainly come 
about to bring about a considerable reduction ar the 
rate of speed with which c e r t a h  hon. members were 
willing, in the early stages, to proceed with this 
Bill. I do not want to ask what was happening; I am 
not particularly concerned with what has happened. 
What I am concerned with is that there are,  in my 
constituency, quite a number of people who stand to 
benefit from the provisions of this Bill and i ts  
passage through the House tonight, and I am here 
holding up my point to serve these people a s  best 
I can at all stages. I cannot see why any hon. member 
is not willing to say that Order No. 5 should become 
the next Order of the Day. This Bill deals with 
benefits accruing to sugar workers. The history of 
the sufferingof sugar workers in this country is very 
painful to think of, much more to readof, and here is 
a case where a Government that pretends, on the 
surface, to be a Socialist Government, has ample 
opportunity, with promises from this side of the 
House to do all in their power to assist the Govern- 
ment, to pass legislation for  the benefit of sugar 
workers a t  this time of the year, and after some 
of them have been promised that a BiUbf this sor t  
would come before the House to create this Fund 
since 1956, they want to postpone it. Since 1956 
people have been looking forward to benefiting from 



the terms of a Bill of this sort. Now that the time 
has come when we are on the point of doing all that 
could be done to help these people, we are to find 
attempts on the part of the Government at 
filibustering. Why is it? The hon. Leader of the 
House has told us, he has agreed that there is no 
division of the House on the question of the payment 
of $5.00 ........... 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: On a point of order, I have 
also said that if the House wishes to pass the Bill, 
a s  it had passed the second readingwith that figure- 
certainly I would be willing to do this; but if you 
want to put in the new figure of $5.00 a s  the weekly 
pension, I will have to take it back to the Cabinet. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, there is no 
question of having to take anything back to the 
Cabinet. What we pass here becomes the law of the 
land. This Provident Fund does not create a charge 
on the Treasury. (Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Whowould say 
i t  would not at this stage create a charge on the 
Treasury?) Mr. Deputy Speaker, I think I remarked 
in Committee that this Government is willing to 
subsidise the Caribbean Broadcasting Corporation, 
the Barbados Marketing Corporation, and today the 
Transport Board with $300,000 and it is reluctant 
and unwilling to do anything to assist the poor sugar 
workers. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I think I have said 
enough already to point out that the sugar workers 
could be using the basis of the same expenditure 
which they are using today; they, a s  taxpayers, are  
having to subsidise their own travel to the tune of 
$300,000 a s  this House has done already today. 
That is the point I have ma&. They should do the 
same amount of travelling at the same expense, 
less $300,000. I agree that some hon. members may 
feel that if the sugar workers were waiting from 
1956 for this benefit, they can do it again. I quite 
agree with them, if they say so. I have heard them; 
but Mr. Deputy Speaker, let those same hon. members 
go into Chalky Mount and Hillaby and tell those 
workers what they said in this hon. House, that if 
they have been waiting since 1956, they can wait 
now. 
10.45 p.m. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am sure that Your Honour 
knows quite well when a member is debating a 
matter that is not before the House, o r  whether he 
i s  making a contribution while keeping within the 
bounds of the matter under discussion. The question 
is whether Order No. 5 should be the next Order 
of the Day. What Order No. 5 seeks to deal with is 
a matter relating to sugar workers, and I cannot for 
the life of me see why the Government that refused 
in Committee - two members of the Government 
Party were on the Committee, and they refused to 
defer consideration of this matter relating to the 
$5.00 weekly pension. The matter was too urgent 
and i t  could not be kept back. How it is that they 
find i t  no% so convenient to have i t  deferred until 
after Christmas o r  to some future date, o r  until 
some new Minister farniliarises himself with the 
hat ter?  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, i t  w e l d  occasion me no 
surprise, if this matter is postponed tonight, to ifnd 
in truth and in fact that by the time'we came to &a1 
with it,  we hear that the Minister who was to have 
been Minister to deal with i t  is no longer the 
Minister to deal with it, but that some new Minister 
needs time to familiarise himself with the matter. 
It is now common knowledge that the Leader of the 
House is as unhappy tonight over the situationwithin 
his own Party as.. . . . . 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would preferthe hon. 
member to stick to the motion before the House. 

Mr. HINDS: The motion is, Sir, why we should 
proceed with Item No. 5 as the next Order of the 
Day. The Leader of the House, who, I have just said, 
is so unhappy tonight, is the chief architect of the 
delaying tactics. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: On a point of order, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. This is not so. I have told the hon. 
member, if he o r  any member on .the other side of 
the House wishes the Bill passed in the form in 
which it is now before the House, this can be done 
in less than ten minutes. It shouldnot take from half- 
past eight until now for them to decide if they want 
the Bill passed in that form. I have also said,if they 
still want an increase in the pension, then I must 
consult the Cabinet. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Leader of 
the House has said that he, personally, would like 
to see the workers get $5.00. All hon. members on 
that side of the House, I now understand, want to 
see these poor workers get the $5.00 pension. All 
hon. members on this side of the House, including 
the hon. Minister who was to deal with it - he was 
the person who told them at Cabinet level that $5.00 
is what he recommended for these people. The same 
hon. member is here tonight to state why the workers 
can get $5.00 a week, and why he recommended 
$5.00. What does the Government have to wait for 
now? The hon. member was not in the Select 
Committee, but he is here tonight. He is here to 
point out to the hon. Leader of the House and the 
hon. senior member for St. George, who were 
members of the Select Committee, why he 
recommended $5.00 and why he was prepared to 
stand by his recommendation of $5.00. This was 
told to the Select Committee by me. I told t k  hon. 
members of the Select Committee that the then 
Minister was prepared to stand by a recommendation 
of $5.00, and if those hon. members had any 
intention of seeing those poor workers get the $5.00 
they would have accepted that recommendation, and 
we would have had no cause for delay a s  I see i t  
tonight. 

I am convinced that the workers can be given 
$5.00 weekly out of the present Fund. The Minister, 
who was in charge of the Bill, is here to say that 
the workers can get $5.00 weekly as  a pension and 
to say why he made the recommendation to the 
Cabinet. What more recommendation can anybody 
make? The recommendation has already been ma&, 



n. member6 in this House mcrdily 
rt the $5.00. What do we have to wait 
re to writ for, Mr. Deputy Sperlcsr? 
n. Leader of the Hourre with adopting 

which can do the poor workers no 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, it might give him time to 
xwconstruct his Party, o r  whatever there is for him 
to reconstruct; but that should not stand in the way 
of these poor workers getting their mtroactive o r  
back pay for which they have been waiting so long. 
I am wondering if, a s  inthe case of the Leader of the 
House, some of these poor people from the parish 
St. Lucy do not call a t  the house where he lives. I 
think I remember hearing him say in Committee 
that some of the people make inquiries of him 
from time to time to know what is k i n g  done in 
their interest. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we a re  here tonight in the 
interest of these sugar workers. Why cannot we 
proceed and do something to help the sugarworkers? 
There is now no point at issue, because we have 
already agreed with it. They can get the $5.00, and 
the former Minister is here to point out everything 
a s  regards his recommendation for $5.00. Why 
cannot we proceed with the same speed and the 
same haste that have been accompanying the first  
and second readings of this Bill? 

Remember, Sir, i t  was the Leader of the House, 
I think, who initiated the speed at which this Bill 
should be proceeded with. It was he who initiated 
the speed with which the Select Committee should 
have gone to work. After all of these things have 
been complied with, Mr. Deputy Speaker, at this 
stage, why need we wait longer? I can only urge hon. 
members and urge the other side to give some 
consideration at this hour to doing something forthe 
benefit of the poor sugar workers who have been 
waiting, hoping and looking for so long. 
10.55 p.m. 

I remember the Leader of the House intimating 
to the Committee that if we were able to make our 
recommendations and have the Chairman report 
at the next meeting of the I House, some of the 
people who wele to benefit from this Provident 
Fund would have got something out of it before 
Christmas. Mr. Deputy Speaker, is the hon. Leader 
of the House still of that frame of mind? Does he 
still have those same tender feelings demonstrated 
at one time with the butter tin? 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I thank 
the hon. member for givingway. Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
I am still ; of the same mind and 1 have put the 
alternatives to the hon. member. If he wishes the 
Bill passed at the $3.60 level, we can do it now. If 
he wishes the $5.00 considered, consultations with 
the Cabinet and other people will have to be done. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, does the hon. 
member like the idea of voting against his own 

conscience? His conscience dictates that $5.00 can 
be paid to them people, He would like to see them 
have $5.00. 

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on a 
point of order, my position on this matter of the 
$5.00 is the same a s  has &en enunciated by the 
hon. senior member for St. Andrew when he was 
introducing the Bill. He said what his personal 
feelings were and what he thought ought to be done, 
but like me - I  say if you want legal advice you 
consult lawyers; if you want medical advice you 
consult doctors; and if you want financial advice you 
consult financial experts, and you have to abide by 
what they say. It is not that I feel they should not 
have $5.00. I do, but I am not prepared to commit 
the Government to that here and now until further 
consultation with the financial people has been done. 
The position is quite simple. 

Mr. HINDS: I take it that the Leader of the House 
is hoping that because of our refusal o r  reluctance 
to accept $3.60 when our consciences tell us that 
$5.00 can be paid to these workers, this would 
bring about a state to enable him to postpone 
consideration of Item 5 being the,next Order of the 
Day. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on a 
point of order, the hon. member has again mis- 
interpreted me. I would vote for the motion which 
the hon. member has moved only if the re  is agreement 
on that side that we proceed on the basis of the Bill 
which Is now before the House at the $3.60 level. 
If i t  is something other than that, I will have to ask 
for i t  to be reconsidered. If however the hon. 
member wishes the Bill passed, what they may do 
is to accept the Bill a s  it is; I will give the assurance 
o r  the undertaking that whenever it is financially 
feasible for the rate of pension to be raised, we will 
bring in an amendment to that effect. 1 cannot be 
fairer  than that. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, all the 
suggestions made by the Leader of the House a t  this 
hour could have been made if he were sincere. 
They could have been made in Committee, and they 
could have been made since...... 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the 
hon. member should not say that if I were sincere 
they could have been made, The whole point of 
having the Select Committee meet within 24 hoursof 
the second reading was to have the Bill brought 
back here for the third reading with the 
Committee's Report in the shortest possible time; 
and Mr. Deputy Speaker, i t  would have been here on 
Friday, but i t  was only on Friday we had a special 
meeting and this was abortive, because there was 
no quorum; otherwise the Bill would have been 
enacted long since. 

0 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, what really 
happened is this: it is a case where the hon. Leader 
of the House has demonstrated that after Party 



,consi&rations the interest of the sugar workere 
comes first. In other words, since the Select 
Committee met within 24 hours after the second 
reading of this Bill, the Leader of the House did 
absolutely nothing, and a s  we see, the Minister 
responsible for the Bill was given no encouragement 
to do anything about making further provision for the 
$3.60 to be increased to $5.00, because in the 
interim consideration was given to the reconstruction 
of the Democratic Labour Party, not to the interest 
of the sugar workers depending on this Provident 
Fund. That i s  the main trouble with it, and you will 
understand, a s  the Leader of the House has rightly 
told us, the file was handed back to the Prime 
Minister during the day today, which means that we 
must still hope to rely on the knowledge of the 
former  Minister who had the matter to dealwith. He 
is the person who is best able to advise us now, and 
what places us in a very good position is  this: the 
hon. senior member for  St. Andrew has already 
intimated to this Committee that some of his own 
constituents in the parish of St. Andrew are  standing 
by hoping and waiting. He cited cases of people who 
are  in almost straitened circumstances and very 
dependent upon the passage of this Bill. With all 
this before us, Mr. Deputy Speaker, does the Leader 
of the House still feel that he has a leg on which 
to stand by suggesting that if  the House i s  willing 
to accept the $3.60, when it k a m e s  economically 
feasible further consideration will be given to the 
matter? These are very good terms that mean 
absolutely nothing, because I think I told the hon. 
Leader of the House that figures can be taken and 
made to represent something today, and those same 
figures can be taken and made to represent something 
else tomorrow. 

I do not see why we have to call for any further 
explanation from the economic experts. We have 
heard from the Minister who was in charge of the 
Bill that he recommended $5.00. When he made that 
recommendation, it was not known to any hon. 
member on this side of the House. He must have 
known a s  Minister in charge of the Bill that it was 
not mere sentiment he was expressing at the time. 
He must have sympathy for his constituents, but 
it was a case where he was demonstrating to the 
public at  large that he had an interest which 
transcended beyond his own constituency of St. 
Andrew, because the people who are  to benefit from 
this Provident Fund a re  scattered throughout the 
length and breadth of this Island. Do you think that 
the Minister who was responsible for the conduct 
of this Bill would have made the recommendation 
fo $5.00 when he well knew that the financial 
provisions of the Fund could not make provision for 
it? It i s  a matter of whether the financial experts 
a re  too narrow in outlook. They cannot see beyond 
their limited confines, but the Minister has got to 
see to it that the poor people who have contributed 
their all in the sugar industry a re  given something 
of worth by way of a pension in these their last  days 
here with us. 
11.05 p.m. 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, these people a re  people who are  
poor; they are wretchedy poor. They a r e  peoplewho 

have given all their lives in blood, sweat and tears, 
and should we, by any action of dbrs tontght, deny 
these poor people this benefit? It is very well known 
that ample provision will be ma&, o r  it has already 
been made, for  the hon. Leader of the House and 
all hon. members ... I can now say it... on that side 
to have a Christmas dinner second to none. What, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, is the position with these poor 
sugar workers? They have been listening, looking, 
hoping and praying that we, a s  their representatives 
in this hon. House, would do something for their 
benefit at this hour, on the eve of Christmas. The 
hon. Leader of the House had promised us in Select 
Committee that if we acted with despatch, if we 
acted speedily with these workers, then they would 
get their benefits o r  some of their benefits before 
Christmas. Why does the hon. Leader of the House 
wish to play his cards with the faces down at  this 
stage? Why is it? We see here, and I cannot help 
drawing attention to the fact, that the Minister who 
had all to do with this Bill, recommended the rate 
of $5.00 and he stands here tonight readyand willing 
to make out a point why 0rdeE No. 5 should be 
the next Order of the Day. He is waiting patiently 
to give any support to any recommendation why Order 
No. 5 should be, the next Order of the Day. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I wish to urge on the hon. 
Leader of the House that he should use his numbers 
in this case to the lasting benefit of the sugar 
workers. Let him use his numbers in this case to 
the lasting benefit of these poor people. He can use 
his numbers to legislate this night that they receive 
$5.00 instead of $360. He can use his numbers to 
their lasting advantage. If he can so marshal his 
forces and with his added strength that he was able 
to boast of tonight in the House - he has boasted of 
having added one to his numbers - can he now not 
use that extra one to do some good for these poor 
sugar workers? I am appealing to the hon. Leader 
of the House for  the last  time to be sincere in 
dealing with these sugar workers and to accept the 
motion of the former Minister of Agriculture who has 
been very near, and might consider himself to be 
very near the sugar workers of the country. Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, I say that for those reasons, and 
those reasons alone, Order No. 5 should be the next 
Order of the Day. 

Sir  GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
it is difficult to ask the hon. Leader of the House 
seriously if he says that both sides of the House 
a re  agreed on that sum - i t  was s t ressedvery 
strongly by the mover of the second reading of this 
Bill that financial advice was taken. It was put to him 
that he could ask the financial adviser, the Financial 
Secretary in this case, what, if we paid $5.00, would 
be the sum necessary. I s  the hon. member really 
serious when he says that he has to go back to the 
Cabinet? Who would take the hon. member seriously? 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, if the 
hon. member would give way - I would be obliged to 
him if he would give way. 

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Any school boy could sit 
down and calculate i t  accurately. 



TUDOR: This is the whole point.. 
member was himself making his 

the second reading of this Bill, he 
n Minister to take this back Md 

e figures and see if a higher pension 
All I am asking for now is that same 

hich he advised then. 

Sir  GRANTLEY ADAMS: Is the hon. member 
saying that there was no time to ask for that figure? 
Anyhow, I will accept his word. It is not really that in 
my heart I accept it, but 1 will have to say so on 
the floor of this House. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I amgoing 
to be very brief indeed. The hon. Leader of the 
House has said that the hon. Ministerof Agriculture, 
Labour and National Insurance ought to be given 
some time to acquaint himself with the file on this 
matter; but I remember when I introducedthe Bill in 
this House and on occasions previous to that, the 
hon. member prided himself as an expert on 
Provident Funds over there. He said that nobody else 
in here knew any more about the Provident Fund, 
including the then Minister of Agriculture, than the 
present Minister of Agriculture. That is whathe told 
me when I introduced the Bffl and when he asked 
questions on the matter of the Provident Fund, he 
came here and professed to be an expert on Provident 
Funds. That was last week when I introduced the 
Bill. What I do not at all understand is that an hon. 
member who, only last week, was an expert on 
Funds cannot deal with this Bill1 Here is a man, not 
a young man, but an elderly man that you a= 
catering to. Here is a man who can accept the fact 
that Order No. 5 ought to be the next Order of the 
Day. 
11.15 p.m. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have said already that I 
was elected to this Chamber and nobody i s  going 
to stifle me when I begin to speak. I have also said 
that the people of my constituency sent me here to 
plead their case and nobody is stopping me. I will 
pay no attention to asides, and I will do the job that 
I am here to do. Mr. Deputy Speaker, what I am 
saying is that here is a person who, in the squeezing 
of the lemon, without even thinking of it, can accept 
intrigue and is witty enough to accept that intrigue 
when being told that one Minister is -signing to go 
away and study law, and in the squeezing of the 
lemon he can accept.... 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am sorry to interrupt 
the hon. member, but the, motion before the House is 
that Order No. 5 be the next Order of the Day. 

Mr. EDWARDS: I am speaking on that motion, 
and I am speaking on the fact that the present hon. 
Minister of Agriculture has the ability - he is old 
enough; he i s  not young like me - these are  the days 
of old people and not young people - since he is so 
knowledgeable and is such an expert on the Provident 
Fund; he is so witty ....... 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The motion is not 
whether the hon. member is an expert.The motion 
is whether Order No. 5 should be the next Order 
of the Day* 

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the hon. 
junior member for St. Lucy has tried to make out 
a case that the present Minister of Agriculture, 
Labour and National Insurance should have some 
time to acquaint himself with the file on this, and 
I am contending that Order No. 5 to be the next 
Order of the Day, because the hon. member only 
Tuesday last professed to be an expert on this and, 
therefore, he has no need for a file. He challenged 
me, when I was Minister of Agriculture, Labour 
and National Insurance, that I knew not more than 
he. This is the point I am making; so the point made 
by the hon. junior member for St. Lucy that the 
hon. Minister of Agriculture is not acquainted with 
the matter and he should acquaint himself with the 
file - they are  fighting against each other now. Last 
week he said he was an expert on the matter. I was 
no expert, but I was competent enough to introduce 
the Bill, and during i ts  second reading he said he 
knew more about it than I. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, to show you how quick and 
witty he is, he was the man that I suggested should 
be on the Committee because of the speech which 
he made and the fact that he said that he was an 
expert on the Provident Fund business. I suggested 
last week that he should have been placed on the 
Select Committee, and the same people who chose 
him as  a Minister a re  the same people who refused 
to put him on the Select Committee last week! The 
same slime, the same intrigue which went on yester- 
day at twelve o'clock is the same intrigue which 
said he should not be on the Committee last week. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this i s  
not accurate. The hon. nienlber knows the basis 
on which Select Committees of this House are 
appointed. As a matter of fact, the hon. member 
knows that I came and consulted him, and the hon. 
member told me that he had already asked the hon. 
junior member for St. Peter to be a member of the 
Committee. When he told me this, I refrained from 
approaching the hon. junior member for St. James. 

I have no recollection whatever of nobody telling 
me, o r  suggesting to me, that the hon. senior mem- 
ber for St. Peter should be on the Committee and 
my objecting to it. There would have been no reason 
for me to object. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. Leaderofthe 
House has made this point. That is not a point of 
order. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, if the 
hon. member has said somethug alleging that I did 
something which.... (ASIDES) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am not here to be 
dictated to. I have already ruled that i t  is not a 
point of order, and I ask the hon. senior member 
for St. Andrew to continue. 



Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, you h o w  
me well enough; I am not the type who will go on 
lying on people; I speak on facts, Last week I 
suggested to the hon, junior member for  St. Lucy 
that the hon. senior member for St. Peter  should 
be put on the Committee. I am not lying; I am not one 
to go around lying on people; they can lie; they can 
carry  out their political intrigue and all the slime 
and dirtiness that they want to carry out, bu: I am 
not going to lie on anybody. I am going to come here 
and speak the facts andthe truth. Lastweek the same 
person that they have now chosen to be Minister of 
Labour and National Insurance, who gave such an 
speech on the Provident Fund second reading debate, 
is the same man that was denied the opportunity 
to sit on the Committee. When I told the hon. junior 
member for St. Lucy that he should be on the Com- 
mittee, he suggested the hon. junior member for St. 
James. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: On a point of order. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. Leader of 
the Rouse has risen on a point of order. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I do 
challenge the hon. member's recollection. The only 
two members about whom the hon. member and I 
consulted were the hon. junior member for St. 
Peter and the hon. junior membkr forst.  James, and 
the hon. senior member for St. Andrew intimated 
to me that he had already asked the hon. junior 
member for St. Peter. I did not approach the hon. 
junior member for St. James. In respect of no other 
hon. member have we had any discussion. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is a 
question of the word of the hon. junior member for 
St. Lucy against mine. We all can judge whose words 
we can believe. 1 do not indulge in slime; I do not 
indulge in intrigue. Everybody knows that I say what 
I know and what I feel, even if it causes my death. I 
am one who feels that you can only die once. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will the hon. senior 
member for St. Andrew please stick to the motion. 

Mr. EDWARDS: I am speaking on Order No. 5, 
and I am replying to the points raised by the hon. 
junior member for St. Lucy. I am saying that that 
hon. member was denied the right last week to sit 
on the Committee. We did discuss the questionof the 
hon. junior member for St. Peter, and we discussed 
the question of the hon. junior member for St. 
James sitting on this Committee. 
11.25 p.m. 

I do not have to lie on anybody; they can lie on 
me. I will speak the truth, and the truth hurts. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on a 
point of o d e r ,  i f  the hon. memh?? 3 recollection is 
accurate and we ha1 c h . ~ ~  1 three m e m h ~ r s  from 
that side to Se an the Comn'ttee, one of which tvs:: 
the hon. junior member for St. Peter, and the other 
of which ,vas the hon. senior member for  Chris- 

Church who declined, and the hon, miif?r (n.:mber 
for St. Joseph, h ~ w  codd  the hon.,eenior member 
fo:: St. P ~ L :  -: havs been put in, when there are only 
three from that side, and I bslieve three o r  four 
from this side? It is plain commonsense. There was 
no question of any other hon, member, 

Mr. EDWXRX: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I still 
maintain that I have a fairly good recollection of 
wbat went on. I maintain that if the credence of the 
words of certain hon. members and my words were 
to be brought in question, my words would be ac- 
cepted first,  because I do not stab anybody in the 
back. The next thing is that the hon. member sug- 
gested that I was given notice of the meeting, and 
that i t  would have been held in 24 hours' time between 
the afternoon of last Tuesday and Wednesday. Now 
I suggested to the hon. member on Tuesday that the 
meeting should be held on Wednesday and that he 
discuss it with the Clerk, and he said he had i t  
organised. My contention is that I left here before 
I was given any notification of the time at  which the 
meeting was to be held. Subsequent to that I have 
not been given any notification of the time the meet- 
ing was to be held, but I remember telling the hon. 
member that I would have liked to see the meeting 
of the Cornmittbe held on Wednesday, because I 
wanted to deal with the Report of the Select Com- 
mittee on Friday. The hon. member would bear me 
out on that, but I was never summoned to attend the 
meeting, nor did Ireceive a telephone message. My 
Secretary whom the Government pays in the Ministry 
of Agriculture never told me that she received one, 
and I never received one on either of the two telephones 
I have at  home. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: If the hon. member would 
give way, in that respect he wasinno worse position 
certainly than I was, because I did not receive a 
written summons. I took my notice from the dis- 
cussion and decision which we had here to have the 
meeting within 24 hours, and I came here the next 
afternoon on that basis. I had not receiveda written 
summons. 

Mr. HINDS: On a point of explanation, I was a 
member of that Committee, and when Mr. Best, an 
Officer of the House here, called me, he gave me 
the names of those persons who had intimated that 
they would have been attending. The name of the hon. 
Leader of the House was given to me a s  one of those 
names, which means that the Leader of the House 
had been contacted, whether by telephone o r  other- 
wise, and had given an indication that he would have 
been attending. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: The hon. member is quite 
right in this except that I didnot have to be contacted 
on the day itself. I had reached an understanding 
the evening before that the meeting would be held 
in 24 hours, and therefore having beenalertedfor it, 
I came at  3 o'clock - a s  a matter of fact, I think 
before 3 o'clock. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, if I may 
continue without unwarranted interruptions, the ques - 
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uld &a $5,00 o r  $3,60 war brought 
r, m d  I would ray a t  thio point in 

about it, I fed that there are peo- 
tributedto the economy of thir coun- 
are reveral of them whom all of us ae 

r, including my frienda and those who 
my friends, have got at eome time o r  

lake money from our pockete and help them 
ead,These people have made it possible for 

a lat of us to get education free,  whether we got it 
through a scholarship at Combermere, Harrison 
College o r  otherwise. Some of them were however 

r more fortunate than I was. I was a poor boy; my pa- - rents had to pay for my education. So these people 
have contributed to making Barbados what it is ;  a 

" Barbados that can be proud today of a buoyant eco- 
nomy; a Barbados that can be proud of an ever in- * creasing and progressive economy; a Barbados that 
can boast of an increase in its gross national income; 
a Barbados which got its pride from the sweat and 
toil and labour of these very people. 

These a r e  the constituents of all of us in here, 
andwhat l am saying is that I saw absolutely no rea - 
son why the pension to them ought not to be sub- 
sidised. Today we a r e  subsidising National Insurance 
which has a large amount of money invested, by pay - 
ing the salaries of the people employed, when the 
National Insurance can invest $4 million o r  $5 million. 
We a r e  subsidising that by way of spending $200,000 - 
odd in salaries. I see  absolutely no reason why the 

a- House could not pass a Resolution calling on Gov- 
ernment to subsidise this at the rate of $1.40 per week 
for these suffering people. This has been my con- 
tention. In fact, I was satisfied with and accepted the 
advice of the Financial Secretary. I am not here say - 
ing that I discussed the issue and told them I did not 
think I should agree with the Financial Secretary, 
and that they disagreed with me. I went into it and 1 
am not lying on anybody. It was all agreed that .we 
should accept the advice of the Financial Secretary 
and have a look at it in three years* time. I am not 
lying, nor am I going to lie on people as  they lied on 
me. The question of a Judas is a matter for some- 
body else. This does not affect me because I will 
live, and I am not hungry. 

4 The point is that it is my view that the House 
can take a decision to subsidise this. There were 
1,500 of these people who retired since 1956 and be- 
tween 1956 andnow would have qualified, and 300 who 
had to ret ire because of some sort  of illness. This 
was up to the middle of this year. There may be a 
few more. What I am asking is to give an additional 
$1.40a week to these people who have contributed 
to the economy of the country, and who a re  suffering 
when we a re  eating. 
11.35 p.m. 

I will continue to eat, but I have a very soft spot 
for those people who cannot eat and who a r e  suffer- 
ing. I feel that to offer &em $5.00 a week is not too 
much. I feel that we should all get together and de- 

n cide in some form o r  other and not criticise anybody 
for not doing it. I said what my personal views are. 
If I had had the opportunity of sitting on the Commit- 

tee on Wednerbry, I would have dircurrrd the matter 
with my colleague@ here with me and I would have 
agreed tor ruglkrtion that we rhould give them eomo 
consideration of an additional $1.40 par week by way 
of a subvention o r  a subeidy to the scheme, I fee: 
that it we can eubsidiee other things, then we can 
eubsidiee thie echeme. 

There is one other thing which one has got to 
bear in mind and it is that theee people are going, 
and if you give them a subsidy in this respect you do 
not give it to them for  Old Age Pension. Therefore, 
what you gain on the round-about you lose in the 
swings,or what you lose on the round-about you gain 
in the swings, I think that we can discuss this matter 
in a very rational manner. I think that if the Hon. 
Leader of the House will be in agreement, we can 
agree and trust him this time in a matter like this, 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on a 
point of order. I well understand, of course, that the 
hon. member may not be really feeling in the best 
kind of mood, but there is no need to be offensive. If 
he asks for rational discussions and quick action, 
there may be a way to get them,, provided that we 
followthe Standing Orders of the House and the Con- 
stitution of the country. 'This may be something which 
we may have to discuss. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I always 
follow the Constitution of the country, ( 4  side's) I am 
not insulting anybody. Everybody knows that I am a 
frank man, that I say what I mean and what I feel 
despite if it hurts anybody o r  not. People hurt me too 
and I do not make any row; so when I hurt them they 
should not be worried. They hurt me, they backbite 
me,they stabme in my back and they lie on me. This 
does not matter; you take your lashes when you get 
them. You gave me mine and therefore let me give 
you yours. What I am doing now is not lying on any- 
body; I am above that. I know that when 1 lie on peo - 
ple, it cannot stop them, if they a r e  honest, from 
eating, nor it cannot drag them into the gutter. All I 
am saying is that we can trust the hon, member in 
this respect, because I hardly think that the hon. 
member would do anything to stab these poor old peo - 
ple in their backs, They a r e  not young, they are not 
under 40; all of them a r e  over 40; and therefore, all 
I am saying is that he should look a t  this matter r a -  
tionally and he can decide, and we will accept his 
agreeing to pass this $3.60 today on the condition that 
favourable eonsideration, and I say "favourable con- 
sideration" advisedly, be given to subsidising the 
scheme to the tune of $1.40 per week. If we can be 
given this promise, it is what all of us would like to 
see. I do not think that there is one hon. member in 
this House tonight who would not agree, o r  who would 
not like to agree, to these people getting $5.00 a 
week. I feel that no taxpayer in this country would 
object .to our asking him to pay an additional $1.40 
per week to make these people in their OM days - 
these people who have already contributed to the 
economy of this country - happy. No taxpayer with a 
heartwould like to discriminate against these people 
because they a re  old people. They can discriminate 



against the young people if they want to do so, be- 
cause the young people will stffl be strong, vibrant 
and vigorous and can fight their own battles and do 
s o  well. Therefore, i f  you cannot help the young peo - 
ple then help the old ones. (Cheers )  

T h e  quest ion that Order No. 5 be taken a s  the  nex t  

Order o f  the Day was  put and resolved i n  the a f f i rmat i ve  

without d iv is ion.  

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am at a 
loss a s  to who should now move the formal adoption 
of the Corfimittee's Report. I do not think that it is 
properfor me to do it although it is in my name and 
it is my portfolio. The Governor-General has sent 
down a Message to this House today pointing out that 
the portfolio of Agriculture, Labour and National 
Insurance is out of my hands. (After a pause)  If the 
Minister needs help, I do not mind volunteering it. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
I beg to move that the Report of the Select Com- 
mittee appointed to consider and report; on the Bill 
intituled an Act to provide for the establishment of 
a Provident Fund out of which prescribed benefits 
may be paid to sugar workers and matters connected 
therewith and incidental thereto, be now adopted. 

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

T h c  question was put and r c s o l ~ ~ e d  in the  affirmatirw? 

ui thout  di1,ision. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
I beg to move that Your Honour do now leave the 
Chair and the House go into Committee to consider 
the recommendations of the Select Committee. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

T h e  quest ion ccas put arid resolved in the  affirmative 

without d iv is ion,  and hlr. S P E A K E R  l c f t  the Chair and the 

House wen! into Commit tee ,  Mr. HOPPlN in the  Chair. 

IN COMMITTEE 

Clauses  1 and 2 u e r e  ca1lt.d and passed. 

C lause  3 was  cal led.  

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, I beg 
I 
i 

to move that Clause 3 stand part. 

Hen. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

Mr. J. M. G. M, ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, Ibeg  
to move an amendment to Clause 3(2): Delete the 
words "the Barbados Workers Union" and substi- 
tute th~efore"such body representing sugar work- 
e r s  as  he sees fit." 

Mr. St. JOHN: I beg to second that. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, thia has lb 
been canvassed extensively . The*Select Committee 
disagreed about this point but, surely, all of us wfll 
think that it is a more reasonable approach altogether 
to the problems of workers' representation, h avoids 
some future legislative scramble when, perhaps, the 
Barbados Workers Union is joined o r  is overtaken 
by another Union. We do not have to look a t  this a s  a 
political matter, because the Minister's discretion 
will be inserted in the Clause. Clearly, I say "clear- 
ly" but I do not know how clear it is to the hon. 
senior member for  St. Peter who will, at this stage, 
necessarily select a representative submitted by the 7 
Barbados Workers Union. I urge hon. members that 
this is a compromise whichcan meet all the points 
of view expressed. It does not prevent the Minister 

+r 

from nominating three representatives a t  present 
from the Barbados Workers Union. -? 

If all the arguments put forward by the ex- 
Minister on an earl ier  occasion remain the view of 
the Government and equally in future without the ne - 
cessity of further recourse to Parliament, it does 
not prevent a Minister from obtaining advice from 
other quarters which in 10, 20 o r  30 years may ap- 
pear to him to be more suitable. It is not a political 
amendment thht I am urging on hon. members. It is 
a straightforward commonsense amendment. I am 
not concerned with the Sugar Producers Federation, 
because there is less  controversy about that since 
all the factories a r e  members of the Sugar Producers 
Federation. I must urge the new Minister, who must 
be familiar with all the arguments pro and con ,  to -? 
accept the amendment. 

T h e  quest ion that the  words proposed t o  be deleted 

stand part, u a s  put and resolved in the af f irmat tve ,  the  

Commi t t ee  dividing as  follows:- 

AYES:  Hon. J .  C .  TUDOR; Hon. K. N. R. 
HUSBANDS; Mr. SARGEANT; Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON; 
Hon. N. W. BOXILL; Mr. LOWE; Mr. CORBIN; Mr. 
SPRINGER and Mr. WEEKES - 9. 

NOES: Mr. CRAIG; Mr. HINDS; Mr. St. JOHN; 
Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS; and Mr. HOLDER - 5. 

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Ona point of order. Is 
it in order for a member who has alre,rtdy given his 
voice against the motion which is now proposed - for 
he spoke last week in favour of the spirit of the 
amendment and he is now voting against it. Mr. 
Chairman, can that be in order? On a debate on this 
Bill the hon. senior member for St. Peter  indicated 
thathe supported the spirit of the amendment I have 
moved, and he has now voted against it. Mr. Chair- 
man, is that in order, even for money? 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: According to Standing Order 
No. 37(7): 

"When a member's name is called by the 
Clerk a t  a division, the member shall answer 
either by voting for the "Ayes" o r  for the 
"Noes". A member shall not answer in a man- X 
ner inconsistent with any opinion which he may 



sredwhen the voices were taken col- 

11 3 5  p,m, , 

C l ~ u ~ e s  4, 5 and 6 were called and passed. 

Clause 7 .  was called. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, I am 
asking leave to make the following amendments: 

(a) insert immediately after paragraph (a) 
the following as  paragraph (b) - 

a (b) the payment on the death of any sugar 

worker to whom this Act applies of a funeral grant 
a* inthemannerprovidedbysection14;" 

(b) renumber the existing paragraph (b) as 
paragraph (c). 

I beg to move that Clause 7 as amended stand 
part. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 

without division. 

Clauses 8 and 9 were called and pas?d. 

Clause 10 was called. 

Hon. K. PJ, R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, I am 
asking leave to amend Clause 10 by inserting a t  the 
end thereof the words "not later than three months 
after the receipt thereof by the Minister", 

I beg to move that Clause 10 as  amended stand 
part. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question'was put and resolved in the affirmative 

without division. 

Clauses 11, 12 and 13 were called and passed. 

Clause 14 was called. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, I am 
asking leave to amend Clause 14 by adding the fol- 
lowing sub-clauses (6) ,  (7), and (8) - 

(6) In the case of the death of any sugar 
worker to whom this Act applies the Board may 
grant and pay to the person who has met o r  is liable 
to meet the cost of the funeral of such deceased 
sugar worker a funeral grant in the sum of one hun - 
dred dollars. 

(7) Where - 
(a) the person who has met o r  is li- 
able to meet the cost of the funeral of 
the deceased sugar worker cannot be 
found, o r  

(b) the cost of the funeral is less than 
the amount of the grant mentioned in sub- 
sectidn 6, 

the grant o r ,  a s  the caee may be, the remainder 
thereof may be paid to such person a s  the Board may 
decide . 

(8) No funeral grant shall be granted o r  paid 
under subsection (6) in any case where a funeral grant 
is payable under section 21(1)(d) of the National 
Insurance and Social Security Act, 1966." 

1 beg to move that Clause 14 a s  amended stand 
part. 

Hen. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that the 
words "three dollars and sixty cents'' be deleted and 
the words "five dollars" inserted in line 3 of Clause 
14. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Chairman, I do not know if 
....,. (A VOICE: Sit down!) You o r  nobody can tell 
me to s i t  down. I am exercising my democratic right. 
Mr. Chairman, I see that nobody has up to second 
the amendment made by the hon. junior member for 
St. Peter, but I wouId like to speak on this section, I 
am not seconding it. 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, I beg to second the 
amendment. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Chairman,duringthe course 
of my address on the motion that Order No. 5 be the 
next Order of the Day, I pointed out that it was my 
view that the Government should give consideration, 
and I qualified it by saying   favour able^' considera- 
tion by increasing the amount from $3.60 to $5.00 by 
way of a subsidy. Whilst I am as  anxious as  the hon. 
junior member for St. Peter,  the hon. senior mem- 
ber for St. James and all the other members on this 
side, and I think a s  anxious as  any other member in 
the Chamber, that these people should get their 
$5.00, and whilst I am anxious to see a Resolution 
brought down by the next sitting for provision to sub- 
sidise the Fund by an appropriate amount, I will not 
vote for the amendment, because I know that if the 
amount is to be found, I am satisfied that it cannot 
be found from the present Fund. 
12.05 a.m. 

I am anxious to see a Resolution brought down 
by the next time we meet for provision to subsidise 
the Fund by the appropriate amount. I will not vote 
for the amendment because I know that if the amount 
is to be found, I am satisfied that it cannot be found 
from the present Fund in the way in which it is fi - 
anced. (Cheers) As I said here, Sir, I a m  ping  to 
criticise and my criticism is going to be construc- 
tive. I am going to criticise the Government. I have 
pointed out that I am still a member o i t h e  Party, 
but I reserve my right to criticise the ~overnment  
if I feel that they a r e  to be criticised, and to vote 
accordingto my constlence. I have more experience 



in Government than the memkrr  on the other aide, 
and I rhould like to ark  thore memkr r ,  while we 
are all anxious to gat thin thlng'done, to review the 
amendment, I know and I have said that on the f i -  
nancial advice which I have got as the then MinLter 
of Agriculture, Labour and National Insurance, 
from the Financial Secretary, the Fund could not 
carry  this increase because you cannot use the 
whole $3.92 million for paying these pensioners. 
What you were doing is that you were taking out just 
over $1 million to pay the a r rea r s  and you have 
$2 million, the interest from which you will pay 
your weekly pensioners. The Fund cannot do that 
even i f  you were getting 20 per cent. It is over 
$2 million andthere a re  over 2,000 people per week 
who would have to be receiving money from the 
Fund. I play my politics clean. If a person treats 
me unjustly, I am going to attack him. 

I told the Prime Minister this morning that if 
his Party attacks me I am going to attack them, and 
if they have done me an injustice, I am going to 
come out and get it off my chest whether they like 
it o r  not. I am going to attack them to the bitter end. 
(A s idcs J I have made it clear that if they bring down 
something that I do not like, I will attack it, and if 
they attack me I am going to attack them worse than 
they attack me. ( ~ ~ i d c s i  I reserve my right to vote 
in accordance with my conscience and nobody should 
be annoyed with me for that. (Asides) 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. EDWARDS: I am a member of the Demo- 
cratic Labour Party with an independent mind. I 
have always been independent. I am a member of 
the Democratic Labour Party until they dismiss me 
o r  until my constituents remove me. What I am say - 
ing is that I am going to attack them if I have to 
do so. In this case, I see no need of doing that. All 
I am doing here is to ask the Hon. Minister - I 
am not even asking the Hon. Leader of the House, 
because I have a few issues to fight with him and I 
amgoing to fight them; and when I am finished I am 
going to speak to him and I will shake his hand too. 
That shows the broad-minded man that I am. I am 
asking the Hon. Minister of Labour ...... 

Mr. HINDS: On a point of order, Mr. Chairman, 
I made a motion to increase this $3.60 to $5.00. I 
understand that it is ultra r ires  and I am going to 
withdraw that motion. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Now that the hon. member has 
withdrawn that motion 1 want an undertaking, not 
from the Hon. Leader of the House because the Hon. 
Leaderof the House is slick enough to say that he is 
not the Minister responsible for this. (A MEMBER: 
Is he slick?) Nobody knows that better than I, I am 
calling on the Minister of Agriculture, Labour and 
National Insurance now to give this House an under- 
taking th* he will make representation to his col- 
leagues and let them know what the wishes of the 
House are,  and let us have the necessary Resolution 
brought down. Don't tell me that we cannot find it, 
because we have just found $300,000 for the Trans- 

port Board that I did nor oppore, grople am 
dear to my heart,  You can come and t IASIDICS) 
The intrigue that went on out there #?@a WW$I to 
make anybody thirsty; it was enough to kill anybody, 
but I have a big stout heart, Mr,Chairman, I want 
an undertaking from my friendwhom 1 congratulated 
on his new appointment this morning. I had enough 
guts to do it, (Hon, K. N. R, HUSBANDS: It did not 
hurt you,) It did not hurt me. You do not hurt me 
and therefore you willbe my friend always, although 
you may be a bit gullible. You might have taken peo - 
ple at their face value and I honestly believe you did 
so, because I feel that i f  the hon. member knew that 
something was pushed over on him which was not 
true,he would have told them to come with the truth. 
Ihave that much confidence in the hon. member.My 

% 

friend, the hon. senior member for St. Peter, has 
always been my friend. When I go down to the In- 

* 
firmary, he is always there; when I go to the Es- 
planade with my choir he is always there, and we 
drink some gin together too. (ASIDES) The only 
thing now, Mr. Chairman, is that the boot will be on 
the other foot, because I will not ik able to buy it 
now. The hon. member can buy it. Anyhow, Mr. 
Chairman, I want an undertaking from him, not from 
the Hon. Leader of the House, after having discussed 

I 
the matter with the financial experts in order to see  
how much money it would take, that he will ask that 
further consideration be given to the suggestion I 
have made calling on the Government to bring down 
a sum of money to subsidise the Fund a t  the rate of 
$1.40 per person per week. If that is done, then I 
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will be happy. I will make this pledge that if it is not 
done and done within a reasonable time, I will bring 
in a Resolution calling on that official, and I will be 
campaigningon it,  because I am satisfied that there 
have been other things that I have joined, and 1 will 
continue to join, in subsidising, that I feel ought to 
be subsidised. 
12.15 a.m. 

I feel very strongly about this. I feel a s  strongly 
about this a s  I feel that the youth of this country 
should not be discriminated against. Therefore, 
Mr. Chairman, I ask for the undertaking. I should 
like to hear what comments thehon. Minister of 
Labour would have to make on my pledge and plea 
on behalf of the poor, retired, hungry agricultural 
workers some of whom retired since 1956. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr .  Chairman, I can 
assure the hon. member who has just sat  down - he 
knows my stand on the Provident Fund, because he 
cannot very well forget so  easily that time after 
time I got on my feet and pressed it. (Mr. EDWARDS: 
Press  it now.) Mr. Chairman, some people have to 
be forgiven, but they cannot be forgotten. I give the 
hon. senior member for St. Andrew my pledge that 
Iwill make due representation to the Cabinet in the 
direction which he would like me to do. 

Mr. St, JOHN: Mr. Chairman, I only intervened 
to say that I have just heard a classic definition of 
political fluidity. 



The guestion that Clause 14, as amended stand part 

war put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

Clauses 15 and 16 were called and passed.  

Clause 17 was called. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, I beg 
to move that Clause 17 be amended by inserting im- 
mediately after the words "retirement pensions" 
appearing in the f i rs t  line thereof the words "and 

i*. funeral grants", 

I beg to move that Clause 17, a s  amended stand 

part. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in  the affirmative 

without division. 

Clause 18 was called. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, I beg 
to move that Clause 18 be amended by inserting 
immediately after the words "retirement pensions" -- 
appearing in the f irst  line thereof the words "and 
& n e r d  grantsv'. 

I beg to move that Clause 18, a s  amended stand 

Part. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 

without diuision. 

Clauses 19 to 25 inclusive were called and passed. 

Hon. K. N, R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, I beg 
to move that Your Honour do now report the passing 
of one Bill, a s  amended, in Committee. 

% 

Hen, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question tuas put and resolved in the affirmative 

without ,division, and Mr. CHAIRMAN reported to Mr. 

SPEAKER who resumed the Chair and reported accordingly. 

P, Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr .  Speaker, I beg 
to move that the Bill be now read a third time. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
e move that the Bill do now pass. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in theaffirmative 

without division. ' . 
ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. J. C. 'MJDOR: Mr. Speaker, I think this 
concludes Government Business for this sitting. I had 
indicated ear l ier  in the day to the hon. Leader of the 
Opposition that I was going to suggekt that the Christ- 
mas Recess be taken until Tuesday, 21st January, 
1969. The hon. member said that this-was agreeable 
to him. I, therefore, beg to move that this House 
do now adjourn until Tuesday,2lst January, 1969 a t  
twelve noon. 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

Mr. Speaker, before I finish I should 1ike.toex- 
tend to Your Honour and Mrs. Brancker a s  well a s  
to all hon. members on both sides of the House and 
also the servants of this House the wishes of this 
side of the House and certainly my own personal 
wishes for a very happy Christmas anda prosperous 
New Year. 

5 

Mr. St. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, it is customary on 
these occasions to reciprocate on behalf of the peo- 
ple on this side of the House, and I should like to do 
so on this occasion, too, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I thank hon, members for their 
expression of good wishes so far a s  myself and wife 
a r e  concerned, and the officers of the House. 

Mr. MOTTLEY AND HON. C. E. TALMA: 21 
YEARS O F  SERVICE IN HOUSE 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, perhaps the 
House would like to know that the hon. senior mem- 
ber for Bridgetown a s  well as  the hon. junior mem- 
ber for Christ Church will both at  this time be 
celebrating their 21st year of membership of this 
House - in the case of the hon. senior member for 
Bridgetown,anunbroken 21 years, In the case of the 
hon. junior member for Christ Church, 21 years of 
broken membership. 

I do not know if Your Honour would want to take 
official notice of these two anniversaries but, if so, 
I would suggest that some appropriate ceremony, 
perhaps, early in the hew Year be organised to hon- 
our the two hon. members. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Actually, I can inform hon. 
members that steps a r e  being actively taken inre- 
spect of the hon. senior member for Bridgetown who 
f i r s t  became a member of 'this House in 1946,and 
has had unbroken service from then until now. 
12.25 a.m. 

Hon. members of course will be appropriately 
advised of that function which is contemphted for 
the first Tuesday in next month. The other matter 
is receiving active consideration and will in due 
course be appropriately dealt with - the matter af- 
fecting the hon. junior member for Christ Church. 






