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THE

House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SECOND SESSION OF 1966 - 71

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Tuesday, 5th November, 1968

Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of As-
sembly met at 12.00 o’clock (noon) today.

PRESENT

His Honour J. E. T. BRANCKER, Q.C. F.Z.S., (Spedker);
Mr. L. E. SMITH, J.P.; Hon. C. E. TALM A, (Minister of Health
and Community Development); Hon. J. C. TUDOR, M.A. (Leader
of the House); Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON, (Minister of Trade,
Tourism, Co-operatives and Fisheries); M:. R. ST.C.WEEKES,
J.P.; Mr. W. R, LOWE, J.P.; Hon. N. W. BOXILL, (Minister of
Communications and Works); Hon. 'A. DaC., EDW2RDS, (Minister
of Agriculture, Labour and National Insurance) and Mr. C. A. E.
HOPPIN, J.P.

Prayers were read.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS entered the House and took

his seat.

MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: There are, I regret to say, no
Minutes available for confirmation other than those
Minutes which were sent out to hon. members be-
fore the meeting of last week. There was a request
that those Minutes, atleasttheir confirmation, be de-
ferred in order that hon. members may have an op-
portunity of perusing the Minutes of nine Meetings.
Those Minutes are as follows:-

' The Minutes of the Meeting of the 9th ] uly, 1968,
Unless there is any objection, those Minutes will be
confirmed. (After a Pause). 1 hear no objection, and
accordingly I declare those Minutes duly to be con-
firmed.

The Minutes of the Meeting of the 16th ] uly, 1968,
Unless there is any objection, I will declare those
Minutes duly to be confirmed. (After a Pause). There
being no objection, I declare those Minutes duly con-
firmed.

Likewise, in respect of the Minutes of the Meet-
ing of the 30th July, 1968, unless there is any objec-
tion, I willdeclare those Minutes duly to be confirmed
(After a Paus¢). Hearing no objection, I declare those
Minutes duly confirmed.

The Minutes of the Meeting of the 6th August,
1968. Unless I hear any objection, Iwill declare them
duly to be confirmed. (After a Pause). Hearing no ob-~
jection, 1 declare those Minutes duly confirmed.

Likewise, in respect of the Minutes of the Meet~
ing of the 9th August, 1968, unless I hear any objec-
tion, those Minutes will be duly confirmed. (After a
Pause). There being no objection, I declare those
Minutes duly confirmed.

The Minutes of the Meeting of the 13th August,
1968. UnlessI hear any objection, those Minutes will
be duly confirmed. (After a Pause}. There being no
objection, I declare those Minutes duly confirmed.

‘The Minutes of the Meeting of the 17th August,
1968. 1 hear no objection to their confirmation and
accordingly I declare those Minutes duly confirmed.

The Minutes of the Meeting of the 30th August,
1968. UnlessIhear any objection, I will declare those
Minutes duly to be confirmed. (After a Pause). Hear-
ing no objection, I declare those Minutes duly con-
firmed.

Lastly, the Minutes of the Meeting of the 3rd
September, 1968, unless I hear any objection, I will
declare those Minutes duly confirmed. (A 4fter a
Pause). There being no objection, 1 declare those
Minutes duly confirmed.

Messrs HINDS and CORBIN entered the House and

took their seats.

PAPERS LAID

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the
Hon. and Learned Prime Minister, Minister of Fi-
nance and Minister of External Affairs, I am com-
manded to lay the following:-

Annual Abstract Account of Receipts and Pay-
ments for the year ended 31st March, 1967,
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Statement of Assets and Liabilities as atthe 31st
Maxrch, 1967.

Statement of the Public Debt of the Island and the
Sinking Funds as at 31st March, 1967.

Statement of Loans and Credit Guaranteedby
the Government and Outstanding at 31st March1967.

Statement of Advances and Loans Outstanding as
at the 31st March, 1967,

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. A. DzC., EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to
give notice of a Resolution to approve the Sugar In-
dustry (Rehabilitation, Price Stabilization and Labour
Welfare) Order, 1968.

REPLIES LAID

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, onbehalfof the
Hon., and Learned Prime Minister, Minister of Fi-
nance and Minister of External Affairs, I begto give
notice that the Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question

No. 268, asked by the hon. senior member for St.
James, is ready.

On my own behalf, I beg to give notice that the
Oral Replies to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 251,
256 and 258, asked by the hon. junior member for St.
Peter, are ready.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr, Speaker, I beg to
give notice that the Oral Reply to Parliamentary
Question No, 247, asked by the hon, senior membexr
for St, James, is ready.

Hon., A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, I beg to
give notice that the Oral Reply to Parliamentary
Question No, 245, asked by the hon. senior member
for St. Thomas, is ready.

WORK OF SELECT COMMITTEES

Mr. SPEAKER: In respect of the Repoxts of Se-
lect Committees, I appreciate that hon. members
are greatly concerned about the very slow progress
apparently of the work of Select Committees and, in
particular, the Select Committee appointed to con-
sider and revise the Standing Orders of the House,
which met as long ago as the 2nd October, 1968, Only
this morning was I able to get a copy of the Minutes
of that meeting althoughlhad been pressing arduously
for same for more than the past two weeks. Now, 1
will be able, as I hope other hon. members have co-
pies of the Minutes of the meeting of that Select Com-
mittee as I received my copy today -1 hope I will be
able to summon a meeting of that Committee again
not later than next week,

SELECT COMMITTEESDISCHARGED

Mzx. SPEAKER: There are certain Select Com-
mittees who have completed their functions, namely,

the Select Committee appointed to consider and re-
port on the Bill to incorporate the Lions Club of
Barbados. With personal thanks and the thanks of
this House I hereby discharge the Members of that
Committee who have duly completed their labours.

Likewise, the Select Committee appointed to
consider and report on the Bill to incorporate the
Barbados Association of Mentally Retarded Children.
The members of that Committee have performed
their duties in a creditable and expeditious manner
and I hereby thank them for their services and dis-
charge them.

12,25 p.m.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE FOR Mr. YEARWOOD

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr., Speaker, I have received
intimation that the hon. junior member for St. John,
the Chairman of Commiittees, is indisposed and will
not be attending his place in Parliament today. I,
therefore, beg to move that the hon. junior Member
for St. George be appointed Chairman of Committees
for the remainder of today's sitting.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The gquestion was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

THE WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY
(AMENDMENT) ACT, 1968

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day stands
in the name of the Hon. Minister of Communications
and Works, and it is to resume debate on the Second
Reading of a Bill intituled The Wireless Telegraphy
(Amendment) Act, 1968, When debate on this matter
was adjourned, the hon. and learned Leader of the
Opposition was addressing the Chamber.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, if I am
permitted to speak later, I would really like to hear
from the Minister what, if any, amendments are pro-
posed to be made in the Bill beforel speak. I under-
stood the Hon, Leader of the House to say that he
would take into consideration the criticism made on
this side of the House before coming back. I just want
to know if there has been any results from those
reconsiderations.

Hon, N. W. BOXILL: Mr, Speaker, infairness to
the hon. member, according to the Crown Law Of-
ficers, there is no need for the amendment which we
all thought should be inserted. This is what they have
said:

‘“The Section, which the draft Bill seeks to sub-
stitute for the existing Section 11 of the principal
Act, substantially repeats the wording of the au-
thority of the existing section which was altered only
to include C.B.C. as an authority which may appoint
persons to enter premises for the purpose of en-
suring compliance with the Act and Regulations, but
in respect only of such provisions thereof as relate

-
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to television.”” Apparently, the fears hon. members
on the opposite side had raised, and I had somewhat
agreed to, had been in force before this amendment
came in. They say further:

‘It grants a power to be exercised for the pur-
pose of preventing or detecting the criminal offences
created by Section 17 of the principal Act by Section
17 (2) (e) of the Constitution; and

(b) the principal Act is an existing law
within the meaning of Section 26 of the Consti-
tution, while Section 26 (1) (a) of the Constitu-
tion - - *?

So the safeguards which the hon. members wanted
me to put into this Act have already been imple-
mented. We had the Constitution here, but not being
a Lawyer -~ thank God about that - I was not too em-
phatic. (Mr. MOTTLEY: Do not say that.) I am glad
I am not a lawyer, because Iwould have to represent
people like you.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not quite follow the hon.
member.

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: I was really talking about
Constitution of the country and pointing out that it
protects an individual. I do not think anybody would
be so mad as to want to go into poeple’s place at
any time; but if youwere to specify a particular time,
say, from six inthe morning until six in the afternoon,
there is nothing to prevent a man from moving out his
T.V. set, or hiding it during that time, and bringing
it back during the night. You do not make laws so that
people could run into anybody’s place at any time,
because anybody running into my place unwarranted
would suffer dire results, We do notwant this to hap-
pen. If you will look inthe Act, or in the Constitution,
you will see that you are protected against this sort
of thing,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, if I may
comment on that, what we on this side pointed out and
are still pointing out, and will continue to point out,
is that the original Act is a war-time measure. It
could not be more stringent. It should have occurred
to the draftsman of the Act that a phrase that is com-~
mon in draftsmanship and couw . as regards the
Law Courts is ‘‘at any reasonable time.’’ The Court
would hold that eleven o’clock at night isnot a reas-
onable time. According to the Act now, a spiteful
man could walk into your place at one or two in the
morning. I am not saying anything more, because I
have other things in mind,

We also attempted to point out that the whole of
the old Act needed redrafting. There is still a Section
in that Act which forfeits to the Crown any apparatus
found. That was a war-time measure. Thatwas to
prevent people from having sending apparatus and
not only receiving apparatus. It used to be said - I

hope the House will forgive me if I said this last
time - that there was one official in this Island who -

was actually called up and examined as to:Whether he

was a spy. German submarine officers have been

known to come into Barbados at night and go back
out. That has been done in other West Indian Islands,
too; therefore you had to make the Act as drastic as
possible. Every conceivable thing is in the Act as it
now stands.

For instance, a man forgets to pay and he allows
a week or two to elapse; the inspector can walk in,
acting perfectly legally at one or two inthe morning;
finds he has not paid his licence, seizes the instru-
ment, and it can be sold out at auction. Do you want
that to remain in the Act? That is what we were en-
deavouring to point out from this side of the House.
Of course, the people must pay their taxes and rates,
but to have some Sections of a stringent war-time Act
remain there unamended is nonsense.

I never dreamt that I would express a desire
like this, but I do hope that, when this reaches the
Other Place, some members up there will persuade
the Government to make the necessary amendments.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, if the hon.
member will give way, I must say that the point he
is making seems eminently reasonable to me. We
will take it back and let them have another look at it,
I, personally, am a bit disturbed about it.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I must
thank the Hon. Leader of the House, and I hope he
will be here for some time to be as reasonable as
he has just shown himself to be.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I must thank the
hon. member for that most generous compliment, and
I must return it in kind. I alsohope thathe will be
there as Leader of the Opposition as long as I am
Leader of the House.

12.35 p.m.

Mzr. SPEAKER: I take it the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition has not yet concluded his speech.

Hoa, J. C. TUDOR: I think the motion then would
be that further consideration be postponed.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mz, Speaker, I beg to
move that further consideration of the Bill be post-
poned.

‘Mr, SMITH: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands
in the name of the Hon. Leader of the House, and it
is to move the House into Committee of Supply to
consider the grant of sums of money for the service
of the Island, '

| Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the
House go into Committee of Supply.
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Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division, and Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the
House went into Committee of Supply, Mr. HOPPI N in the
Chair.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 1968-69 No.32

Hon, C. E, TALMA: Mr, Chairman, this Resolu-
tion is for the sum of $2,364 and the Addendum sets
out that this amount is the balance due on Simultane~
ous Interpretation Equipment ordered for use at the
Mental Health Conference held in Barbados in August,
1967, and at any subsequent International Conferences,
The explanation of this matteristhatacheque for the
amount of money inquestionwas received inthe Min-
istry of Health in November, 1967, attached to a letter
from the President of the U.S. Caribbean Aidto Men-
tal Health Incorporated which stated that the money
had been promised in support of certain aspects of the
recent Health Conference held in Barbados, e.g.,
Simultaneous Translation Equipment, Educational
measures, Conference Organisation Costs, etc. Ap~
parently it was originally planned for the money to be
sent direct to the local Mental Health Associationon
the receipt of a copy of the Conference’s Financial
Report at the U.S./ C,A.M.H. Incorporated Office in
New York, and for any net savings accruing on the
Conference Account to be refunded to the Barbados
Government after all takings had been collected; but
when it became clear that the Conference's Audited
Report would not have been available before 31st
December, 1967, that is, at the end of the U,S./
C.A.M.H. Incorporated’s Financial Year, the Execu-
tive Board of that Body agreed to remit the funds
to the Ministry of Health instead. This money has
been deposited with the Accountant General and is
pending decision as to its disposal. The money has
been received and this is a financial matter which we
are trying to regularise in a legal way.

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The gquestion was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

SUPPLEMZINTARY ESTIMATE 1968-69No.33

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, under the
Capital Estimates of 1967-68 an amount of $12,600
was provided under Item 7 of Head 105 - Home Af-
fairs - for the completion of payment for the Police
launch *‘Trident' which was under construction at
the time, and, of course, to meet the cost of fees to
the Surveyor of Shipping. Of that amount $10,226.22
was spent as follows: payment of second instalment
to contractors on the installation of engines and elec~
trical equipment $10,000; insurance premium $201.22
and the survey report by the Surveyor of Shipping
$25. This left a balance of some $2,373, and owing
to an oversight this amount was not included in the
current year’s Capital Estimates. Consequently the
Barbados Boat Company in accordance  with the
terms of an agreement has submitted a claim for final

'payment of $2,000 which has been due to them since
May, 1968, but there are no funds available from
which payment can be made.

It is therefore necessary to seek this supple-
mentary of $2,000 to make the final payment to the
Barbados Boat Company for the Police Launch.

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.
Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if the Hon.
Leader of the House can tell us what is going to be
the final cost of this launch. Normally whenl look at
the Addendum I do not see more than a contract for
the building of a Police launch. Inthis case it is spe-
cifically stated ‘‘the Police Launch ‘Trident’ *’. Can
the Minister tell us if another launch is being built
or was being built at the same time as the ‘‘Trident”’,”
and if there is any particular significance attached
to the word ‘‘Trident” in this particular case? As I
said earlier, I want to know what will be the final
cost of this particular launch.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: The hon. member may re-
call that some two or so years ago there was one
built called the ‘‘Arawak’. This is the second one
which has been named the ‘‘Trident’’. The final
cost will be $10,226.22 plus $2,000, making a total of
$12,226,22. This $2,000 is now required to complete
the final payment and that will be all.

Mr, HINDS: How does this compare with the
original estimate, Mr, Chairman?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: The original provision was
$12,600, This will now be $12,226, a difference of
some $300 or so.

The question that the Resolution do now pass was

put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

12.45 p.m.
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 1968-69 No.34
A Resolution ioxf the sum of $33,618 was called.
HEAD 2 - SERVICE COMMISSIONS
Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, this Resolu-
tion starts with Head 2 - Service Commissions,

Item 16 ~ Loans to Public Offices - and supplementary
provision of $1,364 is required.

I beg to move that Head 2 stand part of the
Schedule.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.
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HEAD 14 - INLAND REVENUE

Head 14 - Inland Revenue

- was called.

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, under this
Head there are two Itemstobe supplemented, namely
Item 23 - Stationery - and Item 38 - Equipment and
Fumniture. I beg to move that Head 14 stand part of
the Schedule.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

HEAD 15 - STATISTICALSERVICE
Head

15 Statistical Service -

was called.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, under this
Head, there is a new Item - Item 24 - Overtime in
the Statistical Service. It is payable for work done
outside of normal working hours. I beg to move that
Head 15 stand part of the Schedule.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

HEAD 26 - FIRE SERVICE
Head 26

Fire Service was called.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Underthis Head, Mr. Chair-
man, there are various items to be supplemented,
namely, Clothing, Equipment and Appliances and
Medical Treatment. These are Items 11, 12 and 15
respectively. I beg to move that Head 26 stand part
of the Schedule.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The juestion was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

HEAD 34 - MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND WORKS

Head 34 - Ministry of Communications and Works

called.

was

Hon. J. C, TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, undef this
Head, there are two new Items., There is Item 125 -
Senate Chambers - for which Note 6 explains that,
it is relative to certain renovations to the Other
Place and its precincts as recommended by the House
Committee of that Body. There is also Item 126, and
Note 7 explains in respect of that Item, that the
amount required is the supplementary provision to
settle an outstanding debt in respect of a steel frame
building which was purchased in 1966 for the purpose
of extending and enclosing the Inspector’s shed at the
Department of Highways and Transport. I beg to
move that Head 34 stand part of the Schedule,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr. HINDS: Mr, Chairman, in respect of the
Senate Chamber, the Note states that there is an
amount in respect of 360 sq. yds of floor covering, If
you would just, for a single moment, look beneath the
soles of your own feet, inotherwoxrds, if you were to
look at the base, the platform onwhichthe Speaker’'s
Chair stands beside you, is it not a perfect disgrace
to this Chamber to find that such neglect, such a total
disregard for the dignity of this Chamber is to be
accepted in here whenyoufind that in the Other Place
attention is beingdrawnand steps are being taken to
remedy every sort of defect which is humanly pos-
sible to bring the Other Place in keeping with all that
is to be expected of it? It seems to me as if any
shabby old rag - all this old tattered cloth, look at it!
Sir, it is a perfect disgrace to any Speaker. I am to
say now that I believe that only the present Speaker
that we have would be satisfied with what is there, I
feel that this is......

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, if the hon.
member would give way, Ido not think that that would
be a nice remark to make about the Speaker. The
point is that, as with the Other Place who set up a
Committee to advise them on refurnishing their Cham -
ber, so it remains with this House to do the same
thing. Any member of this House is competent to
initiate this matter and to do so now. If the hon. mem-~
ber wishes a Select Committee to refurnish or re-
furbish Mr. Speaker’s platform or indeed anything to
do with this House, he may move for this,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, does the
Hon. Minister seriously make that suggestion?
Surely, any Resolution involving the spending of
Government money can only come from the Govern-
ment. I thought that the hon. member would have
ended up by saying that he proposes to establish the
same sort of Committee,

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: The hon., member has heavd
me say time and again in this House that I do not
think it is proper for the Cabinet to take any initia-
tive in any matters dealing with the House. I think
the House should make known its views to the Gov-
ernment and the Government should then acquiesce.
That has been my feeling before Iwas a Minister, and
it is my feeling now. I would not like to see the day
come when the Cabinet, any Cabinet whether mine
or otherwise, should have to take the initiative in
telling the House what the House should have for its
own comfort. That is what I believe,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: The hon. member ap-
parently misunderstood me. Anything which involves
the expenditure of money must come from the Gov-
ernment, Surely, if the Hon. Leader of the Housge
feels that the Cabinet should not take the initiative
in saying what we ought to do, surely, they can put
up one of their own members, just as they did with
the Hilton Hotel last Tuesday, to ask a Question so
as to get something which would be agood advertise-
ment for them. Surely some non-Cabinet member
on the other side could propose a Resolution coming
from the House to the Government calling on the
Government to appoint a Committee to see what
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should be done. On this side we could go on day after
day, Tuesday after Tuesday making suggestions about
spending money and, of course, we would be met by
the proper answer, that is, that the spending of Gov-
ernment money is a matter for the whole House, It
comes from the Cabinet to the House and the House
approves or does not approve.

Mr, HINDS: Mr., Chairman, that is not all, We
have already established that the base of the Speakers’
Chair reminds us somewhat of Carnival in Trinidad,
but inside of this Chamber is hot. We need an air-
conditioned Chamber. It is time to see about these
things. We definitely need an air-conditioned Cham-
ber, and this is something that cannot be delayed for
much longer. If hon. members are to give of their
best when they come here, they should be able to sit
and carry on their debates in considerable comfort
and with as much ease as possible. I am sure that
any sum of money which is spent in making this
Chamber an air-conditioned Chamberandmore in
keeping with what is required would be well spent.
You will agree with me, Sir, that we have been ex-
periencing temperatures very much in excess of
those of years past. We have beenexperiencing these
temperatures recently and Iurge that the appropriate
action be taken. Am I to understand, Sir, that I am in
order to move that this be done now? (Hon. J. C.
TUDODR: After we have finished.) I am quite willing
to make any such suggestion.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, this point is
so well taken that there is noneed for either of us to
argue it. I would suggest that later this evening one
or two of us consultwith Mr, Speaker and get a Com-
mittee appointed to go through this thing and make
recommendations both about cooling this Chamber
(Asides) as well as any other thing which the House
may desire. | think we can settle this within a few
minutes.

12.55 p.m.

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr, Chairman, you will recall
this, Sir. You have been sitting at my side, and I have
had to borrow kerchiefs from you on several occa-
sions. It is a good thing you brought out clean ones.
On several occasions I have made the point here that
this Chamber should be air-conditioned. This Cham-~
ber is more important than any Senate, and not one
member on the other side cansay thatlhave not
raised this matter in here. Do you thinkI would vote
for money to put down acarpetinthe Senate? Cut my
vote out. Put down a carpet in the Senate, while we
are sweating in here! Mr. Speaker does not want the
windows open because the glare gets into hiseyes. Is
that right, Mr. Chairman? Look at this Chamber! An
hon. member has just had to send home for more
kerchiefs. In here smells stink. When this Chamber
is varnished, it smells stink.

I was shocked when I saw the Other Place air-
conditioned. They have air condition over there; but
every member in this House, Minister or otherwise,
never stops spending money to be elected here, I do
not know whether the Leader of the House has stopped
spending money, but I do not know of any member in

'

here who can say that he has stopped spending money.
(Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I never had it.) The hon. mem-
ber says he never had it, but he is one of the lucky
ones and I will take him out. He is the only member
elected to Parliament who has never spent money to
get in here.

Mr. Chairman, I am serious about this. The hon.
member said something about letting members get
together and make a Resolution. I do not agree with
the Leader of the Opposition when he saysthat some
member of the Government should do this. There is
nothing wrong with passing a Resolution here to take
care of this matter. We can show our disapproval
here today. Are we going to become subservient to
the Other Place? You give them carpet; you air-
condition their Chamber, and we are to remain here
sweating? Look around and you will sze that the win-
dows are closed, Sir. This is a very serious matter.
1 consider this elected Chamber the most important
place in the Island; therefore, why should we be so
uncomfortable when we are in here? Every day we
come in here we have to work under these condi-
tions. If everybody starts to pull his jacket off, I want
to know what the Minister will say. Look and you will
see the Marshal is now going toopenthe windows!
fAt this stage the member removed and replaced
his  jacket) (Hon, N. W, BOXILL: Puton your jacket)
My shirt is not torn today.

hon.

Mr, Chairman, you know as well as I do that it
is time we register our protest against this. We are
most uncomiortable in here; we come in here at
twelve o’clock, and we have to remiain until eight or
nine o’clock at night working under these conditions.
Do you think either one of you could leave this Cham-
ber and go to meet alady? You would sinell badly.
I cannot vote for this amount of money, Sir. Further,
I want the hon. Leader of the House to know now that
this is about the twentieth time - the chairman can
bear me out on this - [ have raised this question of
air-conditioning this Chamber.

I have nothing against the Senate, but sometimes
when 1 look around, assess the ability, think of what
some of the Senators have done for this country and
compare it with what members of this House have
done - Anyway, it is stated here:

*360 Sq. yds. floor covering ...... $2,102.”

I beg to move that the Item be reduced by that amount
as a protest. I hope the Governmentwill see to it that
something is done to this Chamber. It does not mat-
ter what sort of education a man has, but when he
comes here he has been elected by the people and he
is of more importance, in my opinion, than anybody
you send up to the Other Place. I repeat that I beg to
move that the amount be reduced by $2,102.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, thisisa
real, bad error. I would not accuse anybody of any-
thing. I beg to second the motion and, in doing so, I
wish to draw the attention of the hon. Leader of the
House and the hon. member who has just sat down to
this very question of what we should do in our own
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case. I am drawing attention to Standing Order No.59
dealing with public money: This is contrary to what
the Leader of the House was saying.

“1. Except on the recommendation of the Ca-
binet, the House -

(a) shall not proceed on any Bill (in-
cluding any amendment to a Bill) which
makes provision for imposing or in-
creasing any tax, for imposing or in-
creasing any charge on the revenue or
other funds of the Colony or for com-
pounding or remitting any debt due to
the Colony; and

(b) shall not proceed on any motion,
the effect of which is that provision
shall be made for any of the purposes
aforesaid.””

‘That would be any Resolution put up by anybody which
does not come from the Cabinet.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, I could not
sit idly by and allow an opportunity like this to pass,
because I feel that members of the elected Chamber
are being ignored to some extent and I have been in
here too long to be ignored. I have been in here 21
years, elected, in the first instance, in 1944. Here
we find Senators who have been pitchforked, who
have never faced the tape, who have never spent a
dollar, and who do not grant full recognition to their
Ministerial duties in many cases, and who have failed
to stand up to the request of the people of Barbados
who have elected us to power.

1.05 p.m.

We as elected members must see the people; we
must try to helpthem in every conceivable way, and I
think we all try to do, especially the elected members
whether they belong to the Government or the Opposi-
tion; but Senators I am afraid have no obligation
whatever. They treat people discourteously and in
many cases they are not assisting the Government or
the people at all. They are pitchforked over our
heads, they are made Privy Councillors and all sorts
of things, but people who have stood the brunt of the
day are ignored completely. I will not be a party to
this at all, and although I belong to the Government
and am in duty bound to support this measure, I feel
it should be postponed until such time as appropriate
measures are taken for the House to see that it sets
its Place in order. This is how Ifeel about it. There
is a lot more I can say on this. A lot of Senators,
wherever they come from, are pitchforked over the
heads of the ones who have been elected for over 21
years, and the ones who have been elected are for-
gotten and left by the wayside. Anyhow, in duty bound,
I must vote with the Government for now, but the
day may come.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, if the hon. mem-
ber is suggesting that the Head be postponed......

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am afraid my eye caught the
Leader of the Opposition first.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I wish
to congratulate the Hon. Minister who has just spoken,
not just because of the sentiments, but because he has
courageously established something that we are so
apt to forget. He has said nothing compared with what
members of the Labour Party quite recently said
about the House of Lords and threatened the House of
Lords if they did not behave themselves that they
would abolish them. I say that perhaps for personal
reasons, because you may remember I had a Resolu-
tion which has come off the Order Paper, I hope only
because it has been a long time not dealt with, cri~
ticising the Other Place, and Iintendto go on with it;
but this feeling that this House cannot attack the Other
Place if the occasion warrants has got to be killed
once and for all. I myself who believe in saying that
the wishes of the elected representatives should pre-
vail over any wishes of the Other Place was surprised
at the strength of the language recently used in the
House of Commons about the House of Lords, and the
threat to which eventually the House of Lords suc-
cumbed that; ‘‘you pass the Bill whichwe are sending
up to you or we abolish you."” That had the effect of
getting a majority, not a terrific or big majority, but
at any rate a majority for the wishes ofthe Lower
House to prevail.

As I am onmy feet, if the hon. senior member
for Bridgetown does not mind, in view of what the
Hon. Minister has said...... (Mr, MOTTLEY: You can
have permission to second my motion. You know that
I know my way about.) I have not got to ask the hon.
member’s permission, but indeference to his old age,
I bow.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, if this is how the
hon. member feels about it, in view of the speech
which the Hon. Minister of Health and Community
Development has made to the effect that it could be
postponed instead of moving to vote against it, the
matter should be postponed. The trouble is that you
get outspoken Ministers who can get up and say
things, but you get backbenchers, some of whom are
as dumb as a dog my aunt had which had the tongue
out. This is an important matter, not that we are
against the Other Place having this comfort, but we
are saying that this is the most important Place, and
we have to sweat it out here all day; and if the Hon.
Leader of the House feels that the postponing of this
matter is an indication of our feeling towards making
this Place more comfortable for membexrs, Iwould be
perfectly willing to withdraw my motion for the re-
duction of the amount by $2,102.

I would like to hear the Leaderof the House, be-
cause members over there usually vote quite rightly
by the feelings of the Leader. I hope he understands
what 1 have said. As far as I am concerned, if I
voted alone on this reduction, I would vote; but in
view of what the Hon. Minister of Health has saild, if
the Leader of the House would agree that this matter
can be taken up and discussed, he wouldbe ableto
point out to his Cabinet that the feeling of the House
is to postpone the matter, not because they have any-
thing against putting the Other Place in properorder,
but because we would like it to be known that our
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feeling is that we cannot take second or third placs
to the Other Place.

If you go into Bridgetown and enter the offices
of the Shipping and Trading Company, or the offices
of the lawyers in James Street, youwill find that they
are all air-conditioned. I would not be surprised if
the garages where people have to work are air-
conditioned. The Trade Union is demanding that
working under the conditions that exist with gal-
vanised roofs that they either be covered or air-
conditioned; but we, the law makers of the country,
must live under these conditions. I would like to
hear the Minister on this before I withdraw my mo-
tion.

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I am only
going to say this; I am not going to say anything
more on this matter, I am going to tell the Prime
Minister now that it is his Government and he must
come and run it, andthatl am no longer going to lead
this House. That is all I have to say.

Mr. HINDS: Mr, Chairman, do we understand that
the Leader of the House is resigning?

Mz, CHAIRMAN: I have no intention of saying
that. However, the hon. senioxr member for St. Joseph
caught my eye,

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Chairman, I am surprised at
the actions of whoever is responsible for this Reso-
lution In caring more about the Senate than about this
Chamber. This is not the first time 1 have had to
draw to the Government’s attention the treatment that
is meted out to hon. members of this Chamber, and
that accorded members of the Senate. Not so long ago
we were invited to some function at the Garrison
pasture and members of this hon. Chamber had to
sit on cement seats while carpet was provided for
the Senators. Why is it that the Senate must have
more than this Chamber?Itistime thatthis Chamber
should have the same cooling facilities as the Senate,
but nobody cares about the elected members of this
Chamber. Regardless of whoever is elected here,
they had to go to the people and the people had reasons
for sending us here, but in the Senate any and every-
thing can be selected, and the people of this country
have nothing at all to do with it.

1.15 p.m.

1 am saying that the time has come now, and I
am glad to see that hon. members have taken this
staad today and to show to the Government that this
Chamber is first or there is no Upper Chamber at
all. We are the elected members or representatives
of the people and we should have all the facilities. I
think that the time has come even when the Hon.
leader of the Opposition should have an office
somewhere on the precincts of this House. If you are
going to place any emphasis or confidence in the
Leader of the Opposition, you must do that, because
the Opposition is of just as much importance to the
people of this country as the Government, and the
Leader of the Opposition should be recognised as
such by the Government. I will go further and say

this; I know that in other Parliaments the Hon., Leader
of the Opposition has his Secretary and not merely
an office in which he can sit. He has a Typist even.
Well, I am not asking for that yet, but if you give it
to us, we are not asking for too much. The time has
come when the Leader of the Opposition must be
considered.

You must remember that Prime Ministers be-
come lLeaders of the Opposition, and therefore it must
be of great importance that Prime Ministers can
quickly become Leaders of the Opposition. The Op-
position must be felt and the time is now. I am not
voting one cent in this regard unless this Chamber
is given the same facilities as the other Chamber is
given. We must do that, and if we do not do it here
when will we ever get to it? If we pass this amount
here now, that Chamber will be done andthis Cham-
ber will still be here; therefore, we must respect it
as such,

Another point is this: I am not trying to take
advantage of your being in the Chair, Mr. Chairman,
because you have just gone there; but I am drawing
to your attention Head 34 - Ministry of Communica-
tions and Works and Item 126 (New) - this Transport
Inspector's Shed and things of that sort.l am drawing
to the attention of the Government that long, long ago,
more than two years ago, I believe, I asked the Min-~
ister of Communications and Works to consider giving
the Inspectors their over-time pay. I was promised
that it would be done, and up toabout two orthree
weeks ago, nothing has been done to pay these men
their overtime; but something is done to decorate
the Senate Chamber with something called chande-
liers or something like that, when these poor men
really want something. You are installing two chan-
deliers, picture lamps and wall lamps in the Senate
Chamber, and what is the meaning of this thing in
the Senate? Do you have bed-rooms up there? Do the
members of the Senate go to sleep up there? I am
only asking. They are supplying these things at a cost
of $2,582, but the Senators do not live there. The
Senators go there once a week and they spend about
two or three hours and what are we going to decorate
that Chamber for? These lamps can only be seen at
night. The illumination will have to be at night; do
they intend having night sittings? For what do they
want to spend this $2,5827 That Chamber was there
before I was born and some good work went on up
there too. I believe if youwere to change some of the
Senators, you would get better work done up there
and you would not want the lamps. However, Sir, as
to these Inspectors who are being called upon all the
night at any time to go out to accidents and things of
that sort, this Ministry of Communications and Works
cannot see fitto pay these men their overtime pay!
Up to about three weeks ago, not one thing has been
done. Do you know what I can quite clearly see? Some
of these Permanent Secretaries run the Ministries.
(A MEMBER: Not proper Ministries though.) and the
Ministers in some cases do not know what is going
on in their Ministries. It seems to me that the Per-
manent Secretary gets together withother people and
puts things through and very nearly makes the policy
before it gets to the Minister, That is as far as I can see,
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Up to three weeks ago, well, I would not talk too,
clearly in this case, but when it was discovered, one
individual said that this has been done, the other in-
dividual said that it has not yet come to him and that
is over two years ago. That is telling me that the
Minister - well, Iwill not blame the Minister because
I might be a Minister myself and certain things may
not be; but I would instruct any Permanent Secretary
that anything which comes to my Ministry he must
let me see it first before he makesa reply. He must
let me know about it so that if any of my constituents
should meet me and ask me anything, I will be able
to answer it. In this case, this thing for these In-
spectors has been shelved for long and long enough,
and nothing has been done. The Minister was not in
the Island at the time, but I am sure that the Prime
Minister was a surprised man when he came to find
out that nothing has been done as far as these In-
spectors are concerned, and yet we were told on the
floor of this House that this would have been done and
that would have been done. Nothing has been done at
all and I am warning the Gove rnment now. I think that
this Gcvernment should take more notice of its em-
ployees. They are bringing down these large sums of
money to do these things; they can bring them down
to be spent here, there and everywhere and the em-
ployees cannot get a berry. Thisisa very serious
thing and I am making this statement now. Well, Sir,
we have not got to it yet, but it is the same Head. The
postmen and Policemen are asking for more money
and nothing has been done for them. The Union boss
is waiting until the people with their little letters
come in with dollar bills and pound notes to get a
Christmas dinner to hold up the thing. This is his op-
portunity, regardless of the poor old man orold wo=-
man who is waiting until his or her little envelope
comes in from America with a dollar bill and from
London with a pound note. They will be all there in
the Post Office and these people will not be able to
buy a Christmas dinner. I'want to know what the Min-
ister is doing about it.

1.25 p.m.

They are only bringing down Resolutions for
these large sums of money and are forgetting the
people. If you are going to forget the postmen, that
is your business; but I am representing the poor, old
people who are depending on money from overseas
to enable them to get their Christmas dinner.

The policemen are waiting on you, and nothing
has been done in the matter; yet we see these large
sums of money coming to the House to be passed to
light up a place that does not want lighting, For what
do you want all of these expensive fittings in the Se-
nate? It does not sit at night, Sometimes we read in
the newspapers that the Senate got through its busi-
ness in half an hour or an hour. What is the meaning
of this? You are spending money on these things while
other people are suffering. The Union has threatened
this Government that it intends to hold upeverything
for Christmas, if the Government does not give con-
sideration to these postmen. At the same time money
is being spent about the place.

Now, I hope the hon. Minister of Communications
and Works is listening to me andwill be in a position
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fo tell me how far he has got with the overtime pay
for these Inspectors at Highways and Transport - I
think the name has been changed to Communications
and Works. I can tell him that, upto the time he was
in Canada, nothing has been done. Nevertheless, the
Government is willing to spend money on the Senate
Chamber, while those Inspectors cannot even buy
gasolene as they would like.

Sir, I am in favour of the postponement of this
item until they can bring into this Chamber an overall
Resolution for the renovation of this Chamber, bear-
ing in mind that the time has come when offices should
be provided for the Leader of the Opposition, who-
ever he may be. We should not be voting these large
sums for things that could be put aside for a time.
You do not want them at all, as far as the Senate is
concerned. I do not know why this carpet is needed;
I do not know who is going towalk on it; I do not know
if it will be carried to Seawell to be spread for the
hon. Prime Minister to walk on when he comes back
to the Island again; I do not know if the carpet will
reach to down here so that the cars can drive on it,
Believe me, Sir, I cannot see why you should want a
carpet for up there. If you have certain dignitaries
coming here, you can take the carpet from here and
carry it up there.

Sir, spending money is all right, but there are
too many pressing things to be done before we can
think about spending money on the Senate, I love to
spend money when I can afford it. This is a Senate
that works an hour or two everyweekor every other
week, while this Chamber has been here for over
three hundred years. We do not have proper acous-
tics; it is not air-conditioned. I think that we should
be more considerate with ourselves this time instead
of being considerate with others in the Senate,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is......

Mr. MOTTLEY: I would not like youto go wrong,
Sir. I made a motion which was duly seconded. Then
I said, after hearing the Minister, that I would be
willing - the Leader of the Opposition also said he
would be willing - if the Leader of the House indica-
ted that he would accept postponement of the matter
instead of a reduction of the vote. That would be the
correct procedure, but the real motion before you
now is a reduction of the vote, because we have not
heard whether the Government is going to accept a
suggestion for postponement,

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Chairman, I have
sat and listened to all that has been said. I am in
sympathy with the views expressed by the members
on the other side and, in the absence of the Leader of
the House, I am suggesting or moving a Motion that
this Head be taken out of the Resolution and dealt
with separately so that we can deal with the remain-
der of the Resolution today. I, therefore, begto move
that Item 34 be withdrawn from this Resolution.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I cannot understand
what is going on. If he is making a motion, it must be
seconded obviously. If, on the other hand, the Gov-
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ernment 1s saying it does not propose to go on with,
that now......

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: What I am saying, Mr.
Chairman, is that we do not propose to go on with
Head 34 now, and we will bring it under a separate
Resolution when we review the entire needs of the
two Chambers. I am moving that Head 34 be deleted
from this Resolution.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, it must
be with the clear intention of bringing in a compre-
hensive Resolution,

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Myr. Chairman, with
the intention of viewing the entire needs of the Cham-
bers and coming to the House with the needs of the
Chambers.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I beg to second that,

Mz, MOTTLEY: Mr, Chairman, underthose cir-
cumstances, 1 beg to withdraw my motion for the re-
duction of the amount.

Mr, LYNCH: I beg to second that.

The question that Head 34 be deleted was put and

resolved in the oaffirmative without division.

HEAD 40 - MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Head 40 - Ministry of Health and Community Develop-

ment - was called.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, in moving
the passing of this Head - this yearis Human Rights
Year - I wish to point out that we had a Committee
appointed by the Cabinet to deal with this matter; we
have gone into it very fully; it is really a full Com-
mittee comprised of various sections of the com-
munity, etc., and it is felt that provision should be
made to enable a grant of $2,400 for a Scholarship
for a Barbadian in Sociology studies and also for
pamphlets, etc,

1.35 p.m.

This is the cost of doing that by way of observing
Human Rights year and the week will start on 8th
December this year.

Hon. A, DaC. EDWARDS: I beg to second that.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, is this
all that the Government proposes to do as regards
Human Rights week? I would really like to hear
something more because considering the impoxrtance
of the Declaration of Human Rights, considering what
is being done throughout the world as regards the
celebration of the anniversary of the passing of the
Charter, and considering what the Government is
asking for for another celebration, this looks rather
paltry. This is an appropriate time, 1 take it, Sir,
to tell the House and thereby the public all that the
Government proposes to do by way of celebration of

Human Rights Week. What they have said here is
admirable as a standing reminder of the Govern-
ment’s participation in this celebration, but surely
this is not enough. I would be glad if the hon, mem-
ber would explain a bit more as to the dissemination
of the knowledge of what Human Rights week means.
There is nothing said about schools and how you are
going to bring this home to the school of all people.
1 am really asking whether this is all, and if this is
not all, whethexr the Minister will not give us some
more information.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, certainly
this is not all; this is just one aspect of the obser-
vance of Human Rights week. If the hon. member
would recall, the Multi-ractal Society at Cave Hill
is conducting a series of lectures and so on in con-
nection with Human Rights week and the observance
of Human Rights year, there is a postage stamp which
is being brought out, and there are certain celebra-
tions for children and things of that nature. I would
have been able to give you a verbatim account of the
programme which is here in the box, but unfortu-
nately the key is missing, and until such time as 1
can get it open, I can only speak from memory. 1
happened to be the Chairman of the Committee that
sat on this Human Rights year celebration. The year
chosen by the United Nations seems to be very awk-
ward in that we have had two assassinations this
year, that of Dr. Martin Luther King and Senator
Robert Kennedy; so the observance of Human Rights
in a year like this seems a sort of non sequitur, inn
my view.

Anyhow, the fact is that we are doing our part
and we have set aside a certainweekto observe it in
a full way, and there is a special meeting of the
House of Assembly which we will request through the
Leader of the House, but it was done in the wrong
way during my absence. There are many things which
are being done, but this is just to provide us with a
little finance in order to accomplish the necessary
programme which has been setoutand agreedon. We
are asking you to co-operate and allow this to go
on in order that Human Rights year whichwill be ob-
served on 8th December this year can be observed
in the right way, but it cannot be done without finance.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: All that is excellent,
but my objection is on the little that is being done.
We would look more than paltry in the eyes of the
outside world if this is all we propose to spend, be-
cause it does not appear from the notes here that this
is only a paltry beginning andthat youwill be coming
back to the House. You should not be doing that; you
should not be spending $3,000 here. I note that for
the second anniversary of Independence you propose
to spend $70,000. If you have the money, it may not
be too much, but put that by the side of what we are
doing and what all the nations of the world who be-
long to the United Nations and all those who have
signed the Charter are doing. All Member States of
the United Nations are celebrating Human Rights; and

Human Rights to a people like ourselves - I do not
want to just talk politics across the Table following
the doubtful example of the Minister of Communica-

ot
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tions and Works, just throwing something at the
Government for political purposes, but all nations
and especially the young under-developed Indepen-
dent nations now have to safeguard Human Rights
more so even than in the days of Colonialism when
they had to do in effect what the Colonial Office told
them to do until they began to get a little liberty. My
point is that this is paltry if it is intended to be all,
and if it is not intended to be all, it should not have
come down by itself for $3,000. I realise the position
which the hon. member is or seems tobe in now, but
what the hon. member has mentioned about Cave Hill
and so on should be one comprehensive Resolution.
We should be told - and through us, the public - how
we intend to celebrate Human Rights week and it will
cost so much. To my way of thinking, if the hon.
member comes down for $30,000, it seems to me
that that would be more appropriate if you are going
to put over what the contribution of Barbados should
be. If, on the otherhand, the hon. member means that
this is only a beginning, it does not appear in the
notes, and therefore he should specifically give the
House the assurance that the Cabinet will give more
attention to the celebration of Human Rights week, and
will come down with a comprehensive scheme of
what Barbados proposes to do. How are we going to
look when you compare what we can afford when, as
is more than likely to happen from one or two things
I have read, some places with less than our revenue
are going to have more of a splash, if I may put it
that way, than this note would suggest Barbados is
going to have. In short, Sir, I ask the Hon. Minister
in simple language to assure us thatthis is only part
of the celebrations.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, this
whole year, as I understand it, has been Human
Rights year, and there are other celebrations and
other incidents which will mark Human Rights year
that had been carried on by the Government. For ex-
ample, there was to have been last week an issue of
postage stamps, but without any announcement I
gather that the issue has been postponed and in due
course we will get anissue of stamps to mark Human
Rights year. There have also been activities carried
on by other Associations dealing with Human Rights
year, and I am going to speak, Mr. Chairman, on
what happened to me personally in connection with
the Government’s Human Rights year celebrations.

Earlier this year I received an invitation from
the Barbados Union of Teachers to take partin a tele-
vision programme on Human Rights. I understood
that the Attorney General, Mr, Smith, and other per-
sons were also going to take part inthis programme.
This invitation was senttome at atime when I gather
that the Minister responsible for broadcasting was
Senator Sandiford. Come the day when Senator
Sandiford and the Prime Minister fell out because
Senator Sandiford would not have Mr, Gale as Gen-
eral Manager of the Corporation.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, on a point
of oxder, I will ask the hon. member to withdraw
those remarks. 1 have never fallen out with any of
my Ministers on any point, and I think that the pri-

.vilege of Parliament is being grossly abused through-
out this Session by the Opposition making statements
which they neither have the courage nor the plain,
unadulterated guts - being spineless, most of them -
to make even outside the precincts of this Chamber,
at the head of the stairs far less outside in public,
and I think the hon. member ought to be made to with-
draw the remarks because it is grossly unfair to
make imputations like that even against the Minister
or myself,

1.45 p.m.

Mr., CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. senior member for
St. Thomas withdraw the remarks about the Prime
Minister falling out? (ASIDES) Let me make my point
first. The hon. member has said in his discussion
that Senator Sandiford fell out with the Prime Min-
ister, (Hon. E. W, BARROW: You do not have to tell
him what he said.)

Mz, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I did not say that, but
apart from that, without taking advice from the Prime
Minister, would you tell me what imputation there is
iIn saying that one Minister fell out with another? What
is wrong with two people falling out? What is the im-~
putation that you are asking me to withdraw? If the
Prime Minister thinks that I would not say this out-
side, let me tell him that I have said it outside on
political platforms. I will give him a flying statement
as to what 1 said and let him put me in the Courts,
if he believes that it is libellous.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I have
taken objection. Is the hon. member going to with-
draw that imputation against two Ministers of Gov-
ernment. It is blatantly untrue, a dastardly lie, it is
unparliamentary and irrelevant, and it is an asper-
sion on the character of the two Ministers involved,
of which I happen to be one. You do not have to re-
mind the hon. member of what he said because he
added insult to injury by saying that he has said it
already on the platform outside.Iam veryglad to get
confirmation from him, but I would like him to come
outside and tell me that now. I am asking the hon.
member to withdraw the remarks,

Mr, J. M. G, M. ADAMS: What imputation is
there in saying that two Ministers have fallen out?
Is the Prime Minister saying that he has never quar-
relled with anybody in his life? What imputation is
there outside our Rules? Let him say what Rule I have
offended.

Hon, E. W. BARROW: I have quarrelled with
every single person in the Barbados Labour Party
because 1 do not agree with the characters or policy
or what they are trying to do to this Island, That is
not the allegation; the allegation is not that I have
quarrelled with anybody, which is also untrue, but
that I fell out with a Minister because I would not do
something or because he would not do something. That
is an imputation on our characters as Ministers.
Again and finally I am asking you, Mr. Chairman, to
ask the hon. member to withdraw the remarks. All
you have to doistotell him to withdraw the remarks.
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Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: What imputation of
character is it that one Minister falls out with an-
other? What lunacy? The Prime Minister just got up
and said that it was a dastardly lie and why did you
not make him withdraw that? I know that he is not in
command of himself. He is adammed lunatic himself;
so I do not worry with him.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. member please
make his remarks without using such criticisms?

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Why do you not tell the
Prime Minister not to say that I was telling a das-
tardly lie? I want to know what Rule of the House I
have offended by saying that one Minister fell out
with another, I cannot withdraw the remarks unless
I see the Rule. I have made up my mind that I will
not come in here and make any remarks outside the
Rules unless I withdraw it, but the depths to which
the Prime Minister has sunk have neverbeen as deep
as those to which he has sunktoday. He is calling for
a withdrawal, but there is no imputation against a
man’s character to say that he has fallen out with
somebody else,

Hon, E. W, BARROW: I have made my objection,
Mr. Chairman. Are you going to sit down and listen
to the hon. member telling you what is his interpre-
tation of it or not? It is either an imputation against
an hon. memberx or it is not an imputation.

Mr, HINDS: On a point of order, Mr. Chairman,
Does it not appear strange to you that the Prime
Minister has not taken objection to being called a
lunatic by the hon. senior member for St. Thomas?

Mr, J. M. G, M. ADAMS: I withdraw that.

Hon., E. W, BARROW: I have never heard the
hon. member call me a lunatic (ASIDES) but I know
that he could not be accepted in any Party that I was
the Leader of; and if that is what is biting him, I
could not go to the public and tell them that he is a
fit and proper person to represent decent people in
this Island.

Mr, HINDS: He has found it impossible to tell the
public of his own father who was near the Almshouse;
that is the trouble, I have had to help feed his father
to keep him out of the Almshouse, begging bread
about the street. The Prime Minister of this country
met his own father in Broad Street and would not even
speak to him and would not even give him a lift.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr, Chairman, are you
going to allow this debate to degenerate......

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Two hon. members are ontheir
feet, Will the hon. member please take his seat?
(ASIDES) May I remind the Hon. Prime Minister that
the hon. senior member for St. Thomas has with-
drawn the remarks and he may now proceed?

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Are you withdrawing the
remarks of the hon. member? Why could he not have
done that a long time ago and save the public of Bar-
bados...... (ASIDES)

Mr, CHAIRMAN: May I remind hon. members
that this House is in session and I am in charge as
Chairman? I said, Mr. Prime Minister, that I heard
the hon, senior member for St, Thomas to withdraw the
remarks. He said that he has withdrawn them. I heard
him say so.

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: The remarkl withdrew
is the remark I made that the Prime Minister is a
damned lunatic.

My, HINDS: The Prime Minister has not taken
objection to being called a lunatic.

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, if I may
continue, soon after Mr. Gale was appointed General
Manager of C,B.C. against the objections, as we are
informed, of the then Minister, the strenuous ob-
jections of the then Minister, the Prime Minister
took over the responsibility for Broadcasting. I was
then informed that I would not be allowed to go on
television because the Minister objected to any poli-
tician being on the air. Mr. Smith, like the baby who
had to go out with the bath water, was thrown out as
well., I am yet to hear that the Barbados Union of
Teachers is in any way under the jurisdiction of the
Prime Minister. Nevertheless, apparently the stick
was shaken at them and they were told that they could
not have a television programme at all if Tom Adams
was on it. And this is for Human Rights week, and
this is the right of free speech.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, would the
hon. member care to state who gave him that in-
formation? He is making a statement about his being
denied the right of freedom of speech, aswell as the
Attorney General of Barbados. Would he care to in-
dicate to you and to other hon. members who gave
him that information so that we could askthe person
to verify it? There is no point in making statements
like that. 1 know that it was the same hon. member
who prevented, in my presence, the senior member
for the City from speaking on the B.B.C. in London.
I invited the hon. member to leave because I could
not stand and see the Hon. Leader of the Opposition
of Barbados insulted by somebody looking like him
or of his origin.

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, we have
heard the whole story now. The Prime Minister felt
that when I was a B.B.C. producer, I would not put
what he wanted on the air, and he wanted tit for tat
and said that I was not to go on the air either. This
is what 1 have said on a platform once and he can
have that in writing too.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: On a point of order, Mr.
Chairman, the hon. member has made a statement.
I am making a statement of fact which the hon. senior
member for the City can verify and which everybody
in Barbados knows. He said that he invited the hon.
senior member for the City to have afree drink on the
B.B.C. and not to talk onthe air. I do not have to fight
the senior member for the City’s battle for him; he
can fight his own batties; but I am asking the hon.

senior member for St. Thomas to indicate who gave
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him the information, which is misinformation, that I
sald that he is not to speak on the radio or on tele-
vision in Barbados because it is untrue.

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: If that is untrue, the
Secretary and the President of the Barbados Union of
Teachers are obviously acting on false information
and the Government Information Officer is obviously
disseminating it. The Prime Minister has his an-
swer. Mr. Chairman, when you see on this occasion
who has been substituted, we are told that no politi-
cians must appear on television and the person who
appeared in the politician’s place was Dr. Keith
Hunte, the Chairman of the Democratic Labour Elec-
tion meeting down there, a man who addresses D.L.P.
Branch meetings as a D.L.P. member, an open poli-
tician if there was ever one - we see the hypocrisy
involved in a decision which said that the Attorney
General andthe senior member for St. Thomas could
not appear on a television programme because they
are politicians; but Dr. Keith Hunte can appear on
it. This is Human Rights week, and the Minister re-
sponsible for the dissemination of information, that
is his aititude towards Human Rights week. The
Prime Minister said that he never said that Tom
Adams could not go on the air, I do not want to mis-
quote him, but [ want to make it clear, if he is going
to get up and make any reply, that it was not he who
said that the senior member for St. Thomas and the
Attorney General could not appear on the air.
1.55 p.m.

If the Prime Minister is saying that it was not
his hand who struck us down, Iwanthim to get up and
say so in specific terms. Since he has questioned me,
let me ask him who, in that case, instructed the
Government Information Officer to tell me and to tell
the Barbados Union of Teachers, and on enquiring
afterwards to confirm to me, that I was not to be al-
lowed to take part in a programme which I had been
written to some months before to participate in and
had replied accordingly? If the Prime Minister says
it was not he, thenIput a question to him: Who was it
then?

Hon. E. W, BARROW: It is one of the unfortunate
things, Sir - I have an Overseas call - that in a de-
mocracy one has to be exposed to this kind of chi-
canery that goes on in this country. /ASIDES) I am
saying that ome has to be exposed to this kind of
chicanery that goes on in this country. When the
standards of people should be uplifted, you get peo-
ple coming in here talking about feeding somebody’s
father. The person who has to be grateful is the per-
son who is fed, not the personwho is feeding or any-
body else.

The hon. member uses an occasion on a debate
on Human Rights to get up and accuse me of striking
him down, as if he is Julius Caesar and I am Brutus.
All I can say here isthatlhave asked the hon. mem-
ber a question; I have never spoken to either the
President, Vice-President, Secretary or Treasurer,
of the Barbados Union of Teachers; I do not even
know who they are. I am not saying that I may not
have waved at them knowing them as schoolteachers,

et b Ao

but I do not even know who the officers are; I am not
interested in who the officers are, and I certainly
have very little communication with the Government
Information Officer. One day I asked a high official
from a foreign country what he thought aboutour In-
formation Services, and he said he did not know that
we had an Information Service in Barbados; so that is
the answer I have to give the hon. member.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: On a point of order,
Sir. I asked the Prime Minister to deny specifically
that he told the Government Information Officer that
I was not to take part in the programme.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I do noteven see the Gov-
ernment Information Officer, and neither would he
have the temerity to telephone me. My Permanent
Secretary speaks to him, and I have never given my
Permanent Secretary any such instructions. The
Prime Minister does not mess around with B.L.P.
Information Officers.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING
Mr. SPEAKER: In accordance with Standing Or-

ders, this sitting now stands suspended to 2.30 o’clock
p.m.

On resumption:

QUESTION TIME

Mr. SPEAKER: It is now Question Time. Cer-

tain Questions were held over last meeting by my
instructions as the hon, and learned senior member
for St. Thomas was indisposed and unable to attend

hig duties in this Chamber that day. The hon. Mem-

ber, I am happy to observe, has recovered and he may
now proceed.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, before the hon.
Member proceeds, I would like to say what Replies
I have here: Nos. 169, 170, 172, 233, 238, 241, 242,
244, 245, 247, 251, 256 and 268,

Mr. SPEAKER: I thank the Hon. Leader of the
House. No. 169 standing in the name of the hon. and
learned member for St, Thomas, page 8, left hand
column,

THE HILTON HOTEL

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Spesaker, to en-
quire of the Prime Minister:-

1. With what company has the Hilton Hotel been
insured against fire since its completion?

2. If the insurance or insurances were placed
through a local agency in Barbados, will the Prime
Minister state the name of the agency?

3. Is the Chairman or any other membex of the
Development Board connected with the agency, if
any, referred to in paragraph 2 above?
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4. What is the Government’s policy with regard
to conflicts of interest which may arise between
members of a Statutory Corporationwho do business
with or related to the Corporation or to Government
property owned or controlled by the Corporation?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, the replies are
as follows:

1. The Hilton Hotel has been insured against
fire with the Barbados Fire Association comprising
forty companies registered and paying taxes in Bar-
bados.

2. The insurance was not placed through alocal
agency.

3. The question does not arise.

4, Government's policy has always been that a
member of a statutory board should disclose his
interest in any matter that comes before that sta-
tutory board for a decision. He should absent himself
when such matter is being discussed and should take
no part whatsoever eitherdirectly or indirectly inthe
consideration of the matter in which he may be
interested.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, is the
Minister saying that the Barbados Fire Agsociation
has insured the Hilton throughout its existence?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Yes, this is how I am so
informed.

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mz, Speaker, will the
Minister agree that the Barbados Fire Associationis
not a company, and that it is an Association of In-
surance Companies? It has no assets, in otherwords.

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Yes, it is an Association
made up of 40 companies.

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, will the
Minister say whether or not one of those companies
operate in Barbados through the medium of the
Standard Agency Barbados Company?

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: This I do not know, Mr.
Speaker, but I would imagine that all of the compa~-
nies that deal with insurance may well be members
of the Barbados Fire Association.

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, can the Minister give
us the names of the 40 companies?
J. C. TUDOR:

Hon. I am afraid I cannot.

Mz, ST. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, will the Minister
assure the House that the Barbados Fire Association
is either a company incorporated under the Com-
panies Act, or by statute, with powers to undertake
insurance?

2.35 p.m.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Obviously I could not give
the hon. member that assurance, because I would be
giving him an assurance about a matter whichwould
have to be a matter of fact and perhaps of law; but
what I am saying is that the Barbados Fire Associa-
tion is made up of forty companies all of whom are
registered and of course paytaxes in Barbados. This
is what I have already said.

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Will the Minister say
what company paid the fire damage caused during the
fire at the Hilton Hotel?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I think the hon. member
should realise that he should give notice of that
Question. It could not really arise out of this one.

Mr. SPEAKER: Iwas about so to state when I re-
read the questions.

Mr, ST. JOHN: I heard the Minister say that the
insurance was not placed locally. Was it placed from
abroad?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: In answer to Question 2 which
said ‘‘if the insurance or insurances were placed
through a local agency in Barbados will the Prime
Minister state the name of the agency”’ the reply was
that ‘‘the insurance was not placed through a local
agency.”

Mr. ST. JOHN: Would the hon. member state
through whom was the insurance placed?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Not a local one.

Mr, ST. JOHN: Presumably it was placed through
some person, either an actual personoralegal per-
son. My question is through whom was it placed? If
it is a foreign person, tell us who the person is.

Hon., J. C. TUDOR: I am afraid I cannot assist
the hon. member in that. I have givenhim the infor-
mation which arises out of the questions asked.

Mr. HINDS: Mr, Speaker, was the insurance
placed by a company that is operated in Barbados?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: The answer is that it was not
placed through a local agency.

Mr, HINDS: Mr. Speaker,1did not say ‘‘through’’
an agency, I said ‘“‘by”’.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Surely in that context ‘‘by’’
would be the same as *‘‘through’’.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Will the Minister say
Mr. Speaker, how many of the forty companies of
which he is speaking are companies domiciled in Baxr-
bados with their assets here, and if any of them are
domiciled outside of Barbados? I think the Minister
knows the difference between a Fire Insurance Com-
pany in England registering here and actually having
its business here. If any of them is domiciled and
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thas its assets outside Barbados, with what local
agencies - did it, in dealing with the Hilton, deal
through some local insurance agency?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I think I understand the hon.
member; but the answer seems to me to be already
given that there is a consortium, if thatis the word,
or association of numerous insurance companies
which are registered here in Barbados, and it is this
consortium or group between them that has under-
taken the underwriting of the insurance for the Hil-
ton. I have no more information. It is not a question
that the hon. member is asking me and I am not
answering. To the extent that he has asked, I have
tried to answer.

Mz, J. M. G. M, ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, if he has
no more information, he has no more, butl am sure
the Minister knows quite well that there is possibly
only one insurance company carrying on fire insur-
ance business in Barbados that has assets here and
all the others have local agencies and do their busi-
ness through the local agencies. I am sure the Min-
ister miusc kuow that all the firmsin Bridgetown are
agents for .........

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraidl am unable to follow
the Question,

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Will the Minister say
who acted on behalf of the Barbados Fire Associa-
tion with this insurance? What legal or natural or
other person, whether illegal or unnatural, acted on
behalf of the Barbados Fire Association in placing
the insurance for the Hilton?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I would imagine such agents
as it had appointed.

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, in placing the insur-
ance for the Hilton Hotel, did any member of a
Statutory Board find it necessary to disclose his
interest at the time?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Well obviously I could not
know this; but if it were so, any such member would
be guided by the standing pelicy of Government that
he should disclose his interest, that he should not
participate in the voting or debate or anything like
this. This is something that we have circulated to all
Statutory Boards, and we have to presume that not
only do they know it, but that they act upon it.

Mz, HINDS: Mr, Speaker, would the Minister tell
us then who was the member of a Statutory Board
most likely to disclose such interest?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: 1 would have to know the
Statutory Board to which the hon. member refers,
and even if I did know it, since I myself am not a

member, I would not be able to assist the hon.
member,

Mr., J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I am just
_ going to ask a last supplementary to see if the Min-

ister will give a straight answer to a straight ques-
tion. Did Senator Ashby negotiate this fire insurance
on behalf of the Barbados Fire Association, andwas
this company one of the forty companies?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: This company may conceiv-
ably be one of the forty companies, as it has every
right and entitlement to be; butl amnot in a position
to answer the first part of the question.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Did the Government or
any member of the Government not think it his duty
to call on Senator Ashby to resign one or the other,
either his connection with the Government or his
connection with the Company.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: This would have been so if
the Government were told or knew or had had it
drawn to its attention that Senator Ashby was acting
in any way improperly. In the face of evidence to the
contrary, I must say ‘‘no’’.

Mr. SPEAKER: I would remind hon. members
of Standing Order No. 26(9) which reads as follows:

“The conduct of Her Majesty, Members of the
Royal Family, the Governor-General of the West
Indies, the Governor, Members of either House of the
Legislature, Judges, or the performance of judicial
functions by other persons shall not be referred to
except upon a substantive motion.*’

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS:; I am sorry, if I am in
order, that Your Honour has referred to that Rule,
because is that not one of the Standing Orders which
in the House of Commons equally with ourselves is
best looked at with the telescope put to the blind eye,
because it would stop some debates? I have already
drawn attention earlier today when Your Honourwas
not in the Chair to a direct and strong, or virulent
attack even by members of the House of Commons
on the House of Lords telling them that if they did
not pass a Bill they would get rid of them, and that
was on no motion,

Mr, SPEAKER: So far as that and other Standing
Orders are concerned, if and whenwe can get another
meeting of the Select Committee on Standing Orders,
maybe that matter will receive our consideration.

QUESTION re FIXTURES AND FITTINGS USED
IN CONSTRUCTION OF HILTON HOTEL

Mzr. SPEAKER: Question No. 170 stands in the
name of the hon. and learned member for St. Thomas.

Mrzr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, the
question reads as follows:

To enquire of the Prime Minister:-

1. Will the Prime Minister state who supplied
the bathroom and plumbing fixtures and the electrical
fitting materials used in the construction of the Hil-
ton Hotel?

i it
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2. Were these or anyother materials usedinthe
construction of the Hilton Hotel imported into Bar-
bados via the local agency of the Standard Agency
(Barbados) Company?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, the replies
are as follows:

1. (@) The plumbing fixtures used in the con-~
struction of the Barbados Hilton were supplied by
Drake Scull Engineering and Sanitary Engineering
Limited;

(b) The electrical fittings were purchased
by the contractors, Emtage Electrical Limited and
Phoenix Building Sexvices. Some special fittings were
ordered direct from manufacturers in New Yourk;

2. No supplies were imported by Standard Agency
(B'dos) Company for use at the Hilton Hotel.

Mr. J. M, G, M. ADAMS: Who placed the order
for the fittings which were imported direct from the
New York manufacturers?

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: In a communication sent by
the Chief Technical Director to the Director of the
Economic Planning Unit, it is stated that electrical
fittings etc. were purchased by the contractors
Emtage Electrical Ltd. and Phoenix Building Ser-
vices, and some special fittings were ordereddirect
from manufacturers in New York and not through
any local agents, This is the information which is
here on the file, and it has come from the Chief
Technical Director’s report through the Ministry on
the matter,

2.45 p.m.

Mr, HINDS: Did I hear the Minister say in reply
to one question that no supplies were orderedby the
Standard Agency?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Yes, I did say that,

Mr.HINDS: Would the Minister’s mention of no
supplies include, say, the supply of a bill board or
bill boards for the Hilton?

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: I take it that ‘‘No’’ means
““No*’. I do not think that you can qualify the word
‘“No’*. The information is that no supplies were im-
ported by Standard Agency.

Mr., HINDS: Not even a bill board.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: No. That is the information
which is here on the file.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I gather that the Min-
ister has not got the name of the New York Sup-
pliers.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: No, I have not.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Will the Minister make
an investigation as to the names of the New York

Suppliers and ask for such documents as will reveal
if any manufacturers’ representative’s commission
was paid by them and to whom, and where was it
paid, whether in New York or elsewhere overseas?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: The temptation to make that
kind oI investigation would be strong were it not for
the fact that it would be a strange thing for a Gov-
ernment to doubt the word of its own Chief Technical
Director.

Mzr. J. M, G. M. ADAMS: He has not given the
name and I am asking you to find out the name, That
is all.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I take it that if he says that
it was not imported through any local agency, he
would not either knowingly, certainly not wittingly,
deceive his Minister or the Government. Ithink that
we can take it as that. You cannot win all (Asides)
I think you will find on further investigation that we
are correct. It may be that the hon. member may
not have asked the proper question; we have no more
information than what is here.

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
FOR BARBADOS

Mr. SPEAKER: Question No, 172 standing in the
name of the same hon. member.

Mz, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, to enquire
of the appropriate Minister:-

1. Is it a fact that a Physical Development Plan
for Barbados prepared under the direction of the
Town and Country Planning Office has been in exis-
tence for some time?

2. When does the Government intend to publish
the Plan, if it is in existence?

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, the Reply to
the Hon, member’s Question is as follows:~

‘““Yes, Sir.”

““Government intends to publish a Plan as soon
as study of its implications and of proposed amend-
ments is completed.?”

Mr. ST. JOHN: Does the Minister consider that
Government would be greatly aided by the views of
the public on the existing Plan before there are any
amendments?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Thisis possibly true, but, on’
the other hand, the hon. memberwould admit that the
Government would be better aided if it studied the
implications, and that is what the Government is at
the moment doing. It is conceivable, when this study
is completed, that proposed amendments may come
not only from inside the Government but also from
outside. That is conceivable.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: How long has the Plan
been in existence? Am I right in saying that it has
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been in existence in one form or another for getting
on to five years?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Well, certainly four.

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Is that not enough time
even for this Government to study the implications
of aPlan? Will the Government consider publishing
a draft Plan so that the members of the public can see
it and give their views?

Hon., J. C. TUDOR: I do not think the Govern-
ment would consider publishing a draft plan.Obvious-
ly, it is to everybody’s advantage to have a proper
Plan. I think the hon. member would admit that we
should study the implication of it.

COLLECTION OF INLAND REVENUE FOR
TWO COMPLETED YEARS

Mr, SPEAKER: Question No. 233 also standing
in the name of the hon. senior member for St. Thomas.
That is on page 14, bottom left-hand column.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, to enquire
of the Minister of Finance:

Will the Minister give figures for the last two
completed financial years of collection of Inland
Revenue brokendown into paynents made by Com-
panies, by individuals subjectto P.A.Y.E. deductions,
and by all other individuals and sources of Inland
Revenue?

Mr. Speaker, before I sit down, if I can mention
Question No. 232 which appears immediately above,
that is suggested as a pending Question. I have no
further supplementary Question to Question 232.1 have
mentioned it because it comes to my mind at this

point.

Mr. SPEAKER: In that event, I will not allow it
to appear on the next Order Paper.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, the Reply to
the hon. member’'s Question is as follows. I am to
tell the hon. member that I am calling the categories
and against each category the figures for 1966-67 and
for 1967-68, We start off with Companie .

‘‘The figures for the lasttwo comple’ :d financial
years of collection of inland revenue broken down into
payments made by companies, individuals subject to
P.A.Y.E. deductions and by all other individuals and
sources of inland revenue are as under:-

Category Financial year
1966/67 1967/68
Companies $5,633,848  $6,249,553
Individuals subject to
P.A.Y.E. deductions $5,223,587  $5,949,287
Other individuals $3,150,504 $3,874,376

Estate and Succession

Duties $1,030,468 753,341
Entertainment Tax 75,110 82,968
West Indies Hospital Fuads

Ltd., 43,125 108,643
Land Development Duty 565 1,392”

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, if [ could
mention Question No. 240, that is the subjec: of a
letter to Your Honourwhich indicates thatI may have
a certain conflict of interests in the matter. As far
as I am concerned, I will notbe asking the Question.

Mr, SPEAKER: I take it that the hon. member is
asking or implying that he has no objection to its
being removed from the Order Paper. That will be
done. That is in respect of Question No., 232 and
Question No. 240. The Hon. Leader of the House has
just answered Question No. 233.

2,55 p.m.

No, 238 also standing in the name of
the hon, and learned Member for St. Thomas,
page 15, left hand column.

EXPO? 67

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, to enquire
of the Minister responsible for Development: What
residential accommodation was rented by the Gov-
ernment of Barbados and Guyana in connection with
Expo’ 67; where, for how long; at what rent or rents;
for how long was it occupied; by whom; and at what
dates?

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, the reply
is as follows:-

Two apartments were rented by the Governments
of Barbados and Guyana in connection with Canadian
Expo’ 67 as follows:-

1. One at Tupper Street, Montreal, Quebec at
a monthly rental of $250.00 Canadian Currency was
occupied at various times from October 1965 to
December, 1966 by persons from Barbados and/or
Guyana who were directly concerned with the pre-
parations for participation in Expo’ 67 by the two
Governments. Such persons included the Commis-
sioner General, the Chairman of the Guyana Com-
mittee for Expo’67, members of the Planning
Committee of both countries and Specialist Advisers,
From January, 1967 until December, 1967 it was
occupied by the Deputy Commissioner General and
the General Manager.

2. The other at the corner of Fort and Tupper
Streets, Montreal, Quebec, for the use of the Police
and Musicians during the period 1lst April, 1967 to
31st October, 1967 at a monthly rental of $525
Canadian Currency.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, will the
Minister say how muchtime Senator Morgan actually
spent in the flat?
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Mr. SPEAKER: I do not deem that to arise
supplementarily.

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, he said
the Commissioner General was inthe flat, and I ask
at what times and for how long did he remain?

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, while he was
there and not otherwise,

Mr., HINDS: Mr. Speaker, will the Minister tell
us how many wedding receptions were held in that
flat?

Mr. SPEAKER: Nor do I regard that as arising
supplementarily,

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS:Mr. Speaker, if the
flat has been used for a wedding reception, it is our
money - your money and our money that has been
used in a flat for a wedding reception.

Mr. SPEAKER: The supplementary question
attempted was, how many wedding receptions?

Mr. J. M. G, M, ADAMS: How many wedding
receptions and for whose wedding?

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Not to my knowledge.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I would like to ask the
Ministers this question: Do not they realise that it
is to their benefit and everybody else’s not to conceal
disreputable things?

Mr. SPEAKER: No, 241 standing also in the
name of the hon, and learned Member for St, Thomas,
page 15, right hand column.

PARKING SPACES IN THE COURTYARD
OF THE LAW COURTS

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, to enquire
of the Minister of Communications and Works:

1. Is the Minister aware that since question
No. 143, referring to parking spaces in the Court-
yard of the Law Courts, was asked in this Honourable
House, a number of ‘‘No Parking®’ signs have been
painted in the said courtyard?

2. Were these signs placed there by the Minis-
ter’s direction, and if so why?

Hon. N, W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, the replies

are as follows:-
1. Yes, Sir.
2. No, Sir.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS:; Mr. Speaker, can I ask
the Minister what he has done about these illegal
““No Parking’’ signs being placed there?

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Something is being done
expeditiously, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Am I right in saying,
Mr. Speaker, that some of these ‘‘No Parking’’
signs have been removed since the Question was
asked?

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: I am only the Minister of
Highways and Transport and not a cantonnier;Ido not
work there, so I would not know.

Mr, J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I do not
know if the Minister will regard this as a supplemen-

tary.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not what the Minister re-
gards; it is what the Speaker regards as supple-
mentary.

Mz, J. M. G. M, ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, will the
Minister give us some idea when he will, in fact,
answer Question 143, and how his progress is going
with the question raised inQuestion 1437 I'would also
ask the Minister if he would agree that it is a little
bit insulting to hon. Members to find that a question
is on the Order Paper about parking spaces for
Barristers and Solicitors, and the next thing one
sees in the Courtyard is a lot of ‘“No Parking”
signs? Perhaps the Director of Highways and Trans-
port feels that Barristers and Solicitors are wrong
to promote Questions about parking spaces.

Hon. N. W, BOXILL: What is No, 143?

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Question 241 arises out
of Question 143,

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Legislation, ifI am not mis-
taken, has been laid last Tuesday to deal with park=-
ing spaces in the Law Courts yaxd.

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: T am obliged to the
Minister in that case, Mr, Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: No 242 also standing in the name
of the hon. and learned Member for St, Thomas, page
15, right hand column.

INVITATION TO COMPLAIN AGAINST A
ST. THOMAS POSTMAN

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, to enquire
of the Prime Minister:

Will the Prime Minister investigate the circum-~
stances under which, although no complaint was re-
ceived by any member of the staff of the department
concerned, on the initiative of the Minister of Com-
munications and Works, the Acting Postmaster
General invited certain members of the public to make
complaints againsta St, Thomas postman relevant to
the performance of his duties, and pursued this
course of action even after the members of the pub-
lic concerned had refused to attend the G.P.O. to
make any such complaints?
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Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, the replyis as
follows:

1 have investigated the circumstances under
which an investigation was carried out by the Post-
master General at the request of the Honourable Min-
ister of Communications and Works.

I am satisfied that the statements made by the
Honourable Member in question are without founda-
tion.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I cannot
ask the Minister to pursue these matters. Let us
take these statements one by one. Is the Minister
saying that the members of the public concerned did
not refuse to attend the G.P.O. to make the com-
plaints referred to?

3.05 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, take the allegations of fact one
by one. Will the Minister state what member of the
public concerned complained to a member of the staff
of the Post Office?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: As I understand it, Mr.
Speaker, any such complaint should notgotoa mem-
ber of the staff, It surely wouldbe to the Postmaster
General or in some cases to the Ministry or the
Minister himself.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Will the Minister agree
that the complaint, if any, went to the Minister of
Communications, and not to any member of the
Staff? Will the Minister agree that the only com-
plaint initiated by a member of the public went to the
Minister of Communications and Works and not to any
member of the Post Office Staff?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: If I remember rightly Mr.
Speaker, the hon. member has himself in this House
some two or three months ago made that allegation.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Is it true or not?
Hon. J. C. TUDOR: If what is true?

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I see that the Leader
of the House is batting on a sticky wicket. He has
come and put a question and said he is satisfied that
none of what I alleged is true. There are only four
facts alleged in this, and I want to take them one by
one and let him tell the House, if he has given a
written reply saying that the allegationswhichIhave
made are untrue, which of the allegations isuntrue?
The first allegation is thatno complaint was received
by any member of the staff of the Post Office. Is
that true or untrue?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, what I had
better do is to let the House know what observations
the Postmaster General has made in a report
minuted on 1st August. He says ‘‘my observations
are as follows: (a) Postman Wiles has adopted the

practice of delivering letters for Evangeline Parris
to the Addressee herself when he meets her; to
children of the family who run to get the mail when
he rings his bell; to Mrs. Parris® mother who lives
with her; to Mrs. Parris® sister. (b) This practice
was agreeable to the addressee. (c) No objectionwas
voiced nor complaint made to the Post Office.
(d) Delivery was always made to a member of the
family where the relationships are cordial.”’

And then he quotes Regulation 1943 Paragraph
10: ““They must endeavour as far as possible to de-
liver letters at the houses to which they are addressed
after due enquiry, and not deliver letters to persons in
the streets except where they are the actual addres-
sees of the letters and are personally known to them,
They are forbidden to give letters to unauthorised
persons to deliver for them.” Then he continues:
““Strictly speaking, Postman Wiles would seem to be
acting contrary to this Regulation by delivering
Evangeline Parris® mail to her mother orher sister
when he meets them on the street.’® Thisis as much
information as is here.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Now, Mr. Speaker, the
answer to the Question says it is satisfied th 't my
complaints are without foundation, but I hope tae
Minister agrees that he has just read out the Post-
master General’s report to the effect that no coir
plaint was made to the Department by any member of
the public. I hope the Minister agrees that, therefore,
the very first allegation of fact I made in this ques-
tion is correct. If the Minister does not agree, let
him get up and say so; but (d)what he just read out
is practically in terms with what is contained in this
Question, so my first allegation of fact iscorrect.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: No, I have no such informa-
tion, and if I had it I would not withold it from the
hon. member. The hon. member’s Question says
“Will the Prime Minister investigate the circum-
stances under which, although no complaint was re-
ceived by any member of the Staff of the Department
concerned, on the initiative of the Minister of Com-~
munications and Works, the acting Postmaster Gen-
eral invited certain members ....»* 1 take it he is
asking me to substantiate that part of his Question
that on the initiative of the Minister certain steps
were taken by the acting Postmaster General. I am
saying that I see nothing here on the file to indicate
that that is so, and I readtothe hon. member all the
observations which the Postmaster General has
made. I am not concealing anything from the hon.
member,

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: M. Speaker, the nature
of the answer has made a very serious allegation
against the character of the person asking the ques~
tion, because when you say that the allegations made
by the questioner are unfounded, you are suggesting
there is something in the Question that is false. Part 1
of the answer which the Minister read out today
agreed that action was taken on the initiative of the
Minister of Communications and Works. Let him read
his own answer again, Now the Postmaster General




agrees with my first allegation. The Minister ans-
wering the Question agrees with my second. Let us
come to the third allegation as to whether or not the
Postmaster General wrote letters to certain mem-
bers of the public inviting them to make complaints.
What does the Minister say about that? Letthe Min-
ister deny it if he wants to justify the second part of
his answer. 1 know the Postmaster General wrote
those letters.

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the hon. member let the
Minister answer the question?l presume he would
prefer it that way.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR:Ido not know that I can assist
the hon. member further. It would appear as if the
Postmaster General addressed himself almost en-
tirely to the incident arising out of the alleged dis-
satisfaction of Mrs, Parris and not to the fact or the
theory that a complaint was made to him or to the
Minister. I have answered the Question as best1 can.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that Question Time
is concluded for this day’s meeting.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS:; What time is it? That
clock is wrong. Hearing the Building Clock chime
is not enough.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the Hon. Leader of the

Opposition realises that I go by my watch, but my
watch does not chime. It cannot be heard by hon.
members.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Surely I did not see
Your Honour look at Your watch, and that is why I
asked the question because I do not go by this clock
nor the Public Building clock.

Mrzr, SPEAKER: Of course lawyers, especially
when they are yet in practice, look surreptiously at
their watches and their notes, but may lin the same
spirit inwhich the hon. memberhas enquired, enquire
if there is a desire that Question Time be extended?

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I do not think the Oppo-
sition has any objection.

Mr. SPEAKER: I gather that it is the feeling of
the House at the moment that we should continue
Question Time until 3.30 p.m. o’clock. So shall it bel

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, will the
Minister understand that having said that the allega-
tions made by the questioner in this question are
unfounded that what I am asking him to do is to say
which of the allegations made in the Question is
unfounded? Will he agree that it is a reflection on
an hon. member to say in a written answer that he
has made unfounded allegations, and if they cannot be
justified, will the Minister withdraw Part 2 ofhis
answer?

3.15 p.m.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Surely, Mr. Speaker, the
burden of the hon. member’s Question must be that
whatever was done by the acting Post Master General
was done on the initiative of the Minister of Commu-
nications and Works. That, I understand, to be the
essential part of his Question and this, it seems to
me, has not been denied because the answer says:
“‘I have investigated the circumstances under which
an investigation was carried out by the Postmaster
General at the request of the Honourable Minister of
Communications and Works.’’ The second part of the
answer, and thisisthe partwithwhichhe is quarrell-
ing, is this: ‘‘I am satisfied that the statements made
by the Honourable Member in his Question are without
foundation.”” These statements are not by inference
that an investigation had not taken place, butl take it
that they refer to the last part of the hon. member’s
Question, that is, that the Acting Postmaster General
invited certain members of the public to make com~
plaints against a St. Thomas Postman relative to the
performance of his duties and pursued this course of
action even after the members of the public concerned
had refused to attend the G.P.O. to make any such
complaints. I take it that it is in respect of that last
part of the Question that the Ministry deems the
statements to be without foundation. That is how I take
it.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, no Civil
Servant can deem a statement made by a member of
this House to be without foundation unless the cloak
of authority is lent to it by a Minister answering the
Question. What I am asking is if the Minister has no
material on this list of allegations — well, he stated
what material he has -- and if he has none, will he
withdraw part 2 of his answer? Because what I am
particularly asking is this: ““Is it not a fact that the
Acting Postmaster General wrote and invited the
Parrises to make these complaints? Thatis No, 1 and
No. 2: Is it not a fact that the Parrises refused to
go to the G.P.O? If he has not got any material on
that, 1 invite the Minister to withdraw the second
part of his answer.

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: I have already told the hon.
member that the basis of this reply isthe comments
which the Postmaster General has made and sub-
mitted and I have read all of them. I have kept
nothing back except this, that he said at the very
end: *‘I have instructed the Postman Wiles to deliver
Mrs. E. Parris’ mail to her house at all times.”
That is the very last thing in addition to what I have
read before. There is nothing else.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, can't
the Minister understand that what I am getting at
is this? He has said that I have made unfounded
statements in a Parliamentary Question. He now says
that he has no material in the file to verify or not
verify two statements., Will he therefore withdraw
what he said about unfounded statements? This isthe
first time since I have been in this House that I can
remember that a Parliamentary answer is given say-
ing that an hon. member has made unfounded state-

-
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ments. He now says that he has nothing in the file to
show that the statements are unfounded. Will he
therefore withdraw that remark?

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: While the Hon. Minister
is contemplating whether he will withdraw, as he
should do, or not, I would like to ask the hon. mem-
ber if he remembers that before an hon. member
asks a Question, according to Standing Order 12(2)
(b) ““A question shall not contain statements which
the Member whoasks the question is not prepai*ed
to substantiate.” My further supplementary is this:
is the Hon. Minister satisfied that the hon. senior
member for St. Thomas has substantiated his state-
ment or not?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR:Ireally cannot add anything to
the reply which hasbeengiven. Ihave triedto satisfy
the hon. member on the basis of the information
which is before me. I cannot assist the hon. member
any more.

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: If, on the basis of the
information before him, he cannot say that the state-
ments are unfounded, will he therefore withdraw that
part of the answer? I can substantiate them, Mr.
Speaker. The Parrises told Mr. Wiles to open the
letters from the Acting Postmaster General in front
of Mr. Wiles and I heard when the Postmaster Gen-
eral ....

seese

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is now making
a speech. (Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: He is substan-
tiating his statements). I am afraid that we can get
no further with this matter.

Mr. J. M. G. M, ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, it is said
that an hon. member has made unfounded statements.
The Minister opens his file and he cannot prove it.
Can it be said of any hon. member that he makes un-
founded statements without some substance? Every-
one of these statements has been put down here on
sober consideration and investigation of evidence.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member is making a
speech,

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I am raising a question
of personal privilege.

Mr. SPEAKER: It does not now arise.

USE OF SANITARY CONVENIENCES IN
BRIDGETOWN AND ST. MICHAEL

Mr. SPEAKER: Question No. 244 also standing
in the name of the hon. senior member for St. Thomas.

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS; Mr. Speaker, is it your
ruling that hon. members can come in here and ask
Questions and be insulted by the answers?

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not my Ruling and it
does not appear as Question No, 244 on the Order
Paper.

Mr, J. M. G, M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,I believe
that the Hon. Minister was going to get up and say
something along the lines of unfounded statements.

Mr, SPEAKER: I had no reason to believe that
he was going to do so.

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: I believe that if I said
that an hon. member was making unfounded state-
ments, you would make me withdraw that,

Mr. SPEAKER: In proper circumstances.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, to enquire
of the Minister of Community Development;

For what reason are members of the public
sometimes required to give their names before
using certain sanitary conveniences in Bridgetown
and St. Michael?

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, the Reply to
the hon. member’s question is as follows:-

““Section 30(b) of the Bye Laws and Regulations
made by the Commissioners of Health and the
General Board of Health, 1928, states —

‘Any person desiringto use the Public Baths
must give his correct name and address to the
Caretaker. Any person refusing todo so will not
be allowed to enter or use the baths.’

That law is still in force. But it is being
amended.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS and Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS rose
to speak.

Mzr. SPEAKER: Two hon. members caught my
eyes. The Hon, Leader of the Opposition did so first.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I was
merely going to ask the Hon. Minister what happens
if a person gives a wrong name.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: You will not be guilty of
perjury; you are not sworn to it,

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Does that Regulation in
fact apply to toilets or only to baths? As to the actual
conveniences themselves, sometimes apparently, the
lady asks you for your name and she writes it down
in a book before you go in. She /rites the time on
which you came and so on.

Hon. C, E. TALMA: The advice which has been
tendered the Ministry by the Interim Commissioner
whe is in charge of these baths and latrines is that
this practice has been kept up for the following rea-
sons, for the purpose (a) of statistics; (b) in case of
wilful damage to fittings and property, there will be
someone who would be held responsible; and (c¢) in
the case of sudden illness and often death, as has
happened on numerous occasions amongst users of
these conveniences, the police can be notified and re~
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latives more easily traced. It is for those reasons
down in 1928 that it was thought fit to institute this

practice.
3.25 p.m.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Does the Hon. Minister
say many deaths, or is that a slip of the tongue? Is it
a place where people fall down and die?

Hon. C., E. TALMA: ‘“And in case of death,

...........

Mr, SPEAKER: No, 245 also standing in the name
of the hon, and learned Member for St. Thomas, page
16, left hand column.

ERADICATION OF RATS

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, to enquire
of the Minister of Agriculture:

1. Are the activities of rats regarded as a pro-
blem to agriculturalists in Barbados?

2, Is the Minister aware that Professor James
Bond, the eminent ornithologist, has suggested that
introduction and release in Barbados of a number of
Barn Owls from the Windward Islands would be a
boon to the Island agriculture as these birds feed
largely on rats?

3. Will the Minister consider this suggestion?

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, the re-
plies are as follows:-

1. Yes, Sir.
2. No, Sir.
3. All scientific methods of exterminating rats

are investigated by the Ministry of Agriculture.

Mr., J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Speaker, did the
Ministry consider writing Professor Bond at the
University of Pennsylvania, I think he is now, and
asking for his opinion?

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, it was
not considered that we should write to Professor
Bond. We do not know of Professor Bond; we know
of Mr. Bond — perhaps James Bond — but we have
been in consultation with the Royal Society of Arts.
We have a Journal issued by the Roya' Society of
Arts where there was a discourse between Sir
Selwyn Clarke and Dr. Symmonds who have been
discussing the question of the eradication or exter-
mination of rats, or the threat of ratsto the economy
of the Windward and Leeward Islands and Barbados.
We have not been able as yet to determine whether
it would be in the interest of the Island to bring in
the Barn Owl,

As a matter of fact, Dr. Selwyn Clarke had
pointed out that in some countries the Barn Owl was

introduced to get rid of rats. He further pointedout
that the Barn Owl has been athreatto other smaller
animals,especially chickens, that people keep running
around. The hon. senior membex for St. Thomas was
talking about a small number of chickens, buthe can
walk through St. Thomas at night and see how many
chickens people have living in the trees. They do not
build coops for them in the country. Except in large
and well organised chicken farms, you will find
chickens in every yard in St. Andrew. I know my
constituency, and the hon. member should know St.
Thomas. In St. Thomas you will find a few chickens
knocking around.

Sir, they pointed outthat it islikely to create a
similar problem to that created when the mongooss=
was introduced to get rid of the snake. The mongoose
is now a more serious problem than the snake.

Mr., SPEAKER: It is now 3.30 o’clock p.m.

Hon. N, W, BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, in view of the
fact that there are two Questions asked by the Senior
Member for St. Thomas and notice of the replies
were given last Tuesday when he was absent, I am
wondering if it would be agreeable to him to have the
replies printed and circulated.

Mr. SPEAKER: Anyhow, Question Time, accord-
ing to the will of the House, has been completed.
May I suggest to the Hon. Minister to have a word
with his Whip, who will communicate with the other
Whip on the other side, and inform the Clerk of the
House who, I trust, will notify me. We have now
arrived at Private Members®’ Business.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Under Private Members’ Business,it has
been intimated to me, through a Party Whip,
that it is the desire of the hon., and learned
Member for Christ Church to ask that No. 4
standing in his name be the first Order of the Day
under Private Members® Business. The hon. member
will correct me if I have been misinformed. If there
is no objection, leave will be granted. There being
no objection, the hon. Member may proceed to move
the Second Reading of a Bill intituled the Manning &
Co. Limited (Roads Improvement) Act, 1967,

THE MANNING & CO. LIMITED (ROADS
IMPROVEMENT) ACT, 1967

Mr, ST. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, this Bill has been
circulated for quite some considerable periodof time.
The object of the Bill is to seek legislative approval
and permission to re-align the roadway at the top of
Broad Street, and to reconstruct some pavements
around it and improve the drainage. The specifica-
tion has been approved by the Town and Country
Planning Officer, and in the Bill the works must be
completed in accordance with and to the satisfaction
of the Town and Planning Officer. Copies of the plan
have already been supplied, and it is usual and cus-
tomary that these matters of Private Bills are sent
to Committees. I would be willing, at that stage, to
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provide additional copies of the plan, and to answer
any problem that members may have intheir minds.
Accordingly, I ask that this Bill be now read the
second time.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to
second that,

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and Mr. DEPUTY SFEAKER
tcok the Chair.
3.35 p.m.

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr, Deputy Speaker, before
you put the question, if this is the Bill in connection
with Manning and Co., if I am not mistaken, this
already came before the Chamber.

Mr. ST. JOHN: It has come before the Chamber
and my recollection of the situation is that it was
sent to Select Committee, but I have been assu-ed
that this is not so.

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Is it necessary to send
it to Select Committee?

Mr. St. JOHN: Under the Rules it must go to Se-
lect Committee,

The question that this Bill be now read a second time was

put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The following hon.
members have been selected to serve on the Select
Committee on this Bill: the hon. seaior member for
Christ Church; the hon. senior member for St.
George; the hon. junior member for St. George; the
hon, senior member for Bridgetown; the hon. senior
member for St. Philip and the hon. junior member
for Christ Church.

RESOLUTION re FINANCIAL STATEMENT
AND BUDGETARY PROPOSALS

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next item under
Private Members’ Business is Item No. 1 which
stands in the name of the Hon. Leader of the Oppo-
sition, and it is to resume debate on the passing of
a Resolution condemning the Government’s financial
proposals for the Fiscal Year 1968-69 as contained
in the Financial Statement and Budgetary Proposals
made on Z2Znd July, 1968, by the Hon. Minister of
Finance.

On 13th August, 1968, the hon. senior member
for St. Joseph was speaking at 4.30 p.m. when Pri-
vate Members' Time expired.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I hope you will
not take it as being rude, but it was my intention
when I got up to speak to askthe Speaker, but as you
are there aow, I will ask you. I notice that you and
the Speaker refer to certain members as ‘‘Hon. and
Learned”. Are the others not learned? Are hon,
members whom you do not address as ‘‘learned®’
not learned? I need an explanation.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: In 1948, 1949 and 1950
when the hon. senior member for St. Josephwas then

a member of this Chamber, some members of the
House in those days used to be so referred to, and
it is regrettable that the hon. member did not make
his objection then. What he is complaining of has
become so much a practice thatldo not think I could
uphold any objection even if I wanted to.

Mr. SMITH: I am not objecting, but I am only
asking if the ones who are not referred to as
‘“‘learned’’ are ‘‘unlearned®’. You referred to 1948,
but it is only inthe last sessionor this that I can re-
member hearing it. Maybe if it was used, it was not
so prevalent, (A VOICE: We did not have so many
lawyers then.)(A VOICE: You did not have so many
nincompoops). Mr. Deputy Speaker, I heard an hon.
member say that you did not have so many nincom-
poops. Do you mean that the lawyers are nincom-
poops?

Mr. Deputy Speaker, with respect to the Bud-
getary Proposals I forget the trend I was taking on
these. But one point I want to make is relative to the
imposition of the tax on small liquor dealers. ] made
mention of it then, butIdidnotelaborate on the ques-
tion of calling on the small licence holder to pay
$100 instead of $50. I feel it is asking too much of
certain liquor sellers especially in the rural areas.
One member referred to it as 27 cents per day, and
said he would not know how to believe that a liquor
dealer could not make more than 27 cents a day. In
reply to that particular member, I would say that far
from making 27 cents per day in some cases, some
of these liquor sellers cannot sell 27 cents a day.
3.45 p.m.

You have some very small liquor dealers, you
cannot call them water dealers, although at some-
time it is more aquestionofwaterthan it is alcohol;
but you will have to call them liquor dealers. You
will not be surprised to know when Itell you — I am
going to argue my case. There are some small ones
in the country whexre you go into their shops and there
are three or four nip bottles on the shelves. I am
interested in nip bottles because I am not able to
buy a quart or a pint; but youwill be surprised when
I tell you that there was a particular shop which was
situated near a Church and in that Churchthere was
a funeral service. Youknow that the boys get thirsty
at these funeral services, and in no time the shop-
keeper said ‘‘I do not have any more.’ I am sure
there were three nip bottles on the counter empty
and the shopkeeper had run out of supply! That would
mean that he would have to go to town next day to buy
or ask a bus driver to buy half-a-dozen bottles of
rum for him. One may say that that grade of liquor
dealer should not be keeping a shop, and I may be
inclined to agree with that person; but you should not
try to encourage more unemployment inthe country.
These people still try to make, and they believe that
they are making, a living. Inotherwords, they do not
go anywhere else towork. Regardless of how they get
along, they try to get along without becoming a pest to
the Public Assistance Committees in the various
parishes. You should not askthese people to go out of
business by way of fleecing them with a heavy licence
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fee. If they are trying to get along, let them get along;
if they want to live in that way, let them live so.

These licences should be in grades, and that is
what I am suggesting to whoever is responsible for
these licences. They shouldbe ingrades A, B, C and
D. When I talk about grades, I know that there are
some of these people who can pay more than $100
and there are those who are not able to pay $100. If
the Government or whoever is responsible for the
levying of these taxes, could go into the matter in a
fairer way, they would be able to collect the same
amount of taxes, aund if anything, more taxes if they
should go into it by making grades. Youwould be sur-
prised to know that the ones who are paying the
higher tax can pay more yet, according to the turn-
over of the business. I am sure that returns can be
made of every gill of rum which is being sold in this
country, and I am also sure that if the Government
asked for it they could know how many gallons per
year each retailer sells. That can be done and done
easily too. If that were to be done, you will see
whether ‘“A’’ is selling 100 gallons, ‘‘B*’ is selling
10 gallons and ““C’ is only selling 5 gallons per
year. You will know that the liquior licence can bring
in s0 much money to the country, the Government
should be collecting so much, and if you go about it
in that way, you would be in a position to encourage
everybody to do business. Asl said before, one may
be inclined to feel that the small fellow who cannot
pay more, or who is not in a position to pay more,
should be out of business. As soon as you do that, the
Goveinment stands to lose; so if there are two rum
shops in a particular district one is selling and is in
a positien to pay $100, and the other is not, you call
upon the small one by way of levying such a heavy
tax on hirn that he will have to shit down his busi-
ness, The other one is going to sell more, but still
pay the same licence.

~Now, SiryIdonotthink youcanbe listening to me
and talking at the same time. Can you do that, Sir?
All vight, ““A® will be able to sell a little more, *‘B*’
none at all, and ‘‘A*’ is still paying $100. But who
stands to lose? The Government stands to lose, and
the small fellow loses out on the whole. He has to
look for something else to do. He has to look for
another trade and, in some cases, he may suffer by
it, fu truth and in fact, if he is allowed to carry on
paying the same $50 that he was paying, and if you
check on the returns you may find out, possibly,
that “‘A" can pay $150 andwhen he pays $150 and the
smaller one pays $50, the Government will raise
$200. On the other hand, if you should push the small
mai out completely, due to the lack of proper turn-
over, the Government will only collect $100. There-
fore, I am saying that the levying of this tax is per-
fectly wrong. In doing it as they are doing it, they
are not being fair to the small liquor dealer. That
would need going into and I would advise the Gov-
ernment that, from now on, they should makea per-
fect check, get a full report of the returns and levy
the tax according to the sales. Sir, there are some
places where you can geta‘‘snap’’ for 25¢ and there
are other places where you have to pay 60¢ forthe

same ‘‘snap’’. Therefore, you will see that the per-

son who is selling his stuff for 50¢ or 60¢ is bound
to make more money than the small one. In other
words, as regards the one for 50¢, you and 1will take
it. It is not that we are able to do that, but we have to
play big., We are M.P.’s and we cannot be seen going
into a little one-door shop to ‘‘fire’’ one behind the
place for 25¢.

3.55 p.m.

Not that it is not the same, Sir. It is a fact that
you can go at Old City Bar and get a small one
cheap, but we, as M.P.’s have to live up to the
standard. Sometimes we try to live too high and get
ourselves in trouble. Anyway, I cannot be seengoing
into the alley to fire a little one,Mr. Deputy Speaker,
you must not listen to the Marshal whenl am speak-
ing; you must listen to me, because there is nothing
the Marshal can tell you that would be appertaining
to the business of the House. If he is bringing a
message, I can understand that. 1 did not see him
go too far; he may be asking you to rule wrong, Sir.
(Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Me?) Yes, Sir. Anyhow, do
not take the time from him. I feel that is what he
was told, and not that he knows anything about it,

Sir, we have to think in terms of those people.
You have some of them in your constituency and I
have some of them in St. Joseph and you will know
that they do not make a big turnover. They make a
little money at election time, but election takes
place every five years. If you are going to increase
the licence fee duringelectionvyear, Ithink they could
pay $1,000 because the pump will be stroking, very
much to our regret. At the moment they are not in a
position to pay the increase, and they are called
upon to pay too much. It is bound to be passed on to
the consumer in some form orother just as the other
traders have done it, I refer to the ones who have
slipped from nothing to $500. I think you call them
itinerant traders. The $500 for a licence will also be
passed on to the consumer, I donot think the Prime
Minister could be so simple as to think that when
he calls on those people to pay $500 that they are
going to sell the goods at the same price. Who is
going to get the blow? The poor people in the country
who are unable to cope with the high cost of living.

Sir, I had an opportunity to fly about forty thou-~
sand feet in the air, andIthoughtI would have caught
up with the cost of livingupthere.I cannot meet it
because it is too high. If youwant to meet it up there
in a jet, you cannot find it, With this burdensome cost
of living and only three days’ work per week in the
country areas, how can a man support his family? I
am saying that we must collect taxes inorder to get
money to runthe country, but there are other avenues
from which the money could be obtained. Itis not my
duty to tell the Prime Ministerwhat to do. The Prime
Minister would not listen to me if I were to ask him
to come to my office and let us discuss ways and
means of levying taxes. He would think that I am a
mad man,

As you know, Sir, I have said in here already
that, inasmuch as it is not a Cabinet or Government
Ministry, I have a poxtfolio up there. If I had asked
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him to come to my Ministry and let us discuss ways
and means of levying taxes, he would think that I am
going mad. I could sit down here now and tell him
the avenues which he could touch to raise more
money. To begin with, he never informed us how
much this particular tax was bringing in before,
and how much he expected to get after he had in-
creased it. I refer to the itinerant traders licence
which is $500 now, and the liquor dealers licence
which is £50. He must be more considerate and sym-

pathetic. 1 believe he is going by his advisers, but I
do not know if he is in the same frame of mind as
when I was arguing a point on the floor of this House
for shopkeepers. I am not one now, butl always find
myself having to defend them inthis House.I used to
wear that shoe once. He replied to me by saying that
they gave only 14 ounces for a pound. I do not know
whether he is still in that same frame of mind and he
feels that they will give less than a half-gill for a
half-gill and, therefore, he must get some of the pro-
fits from the unfair measurements. It looks as though
he was right when he said that shopkeepers give 14
ounces for a pound, because when he made that
statement two shopkeepers were sitting here and not
one of them got up to defend his character. I now
have to believe that they were giving 14 ounces for a
pound, Sir.

Sir, you are a Barrister-at-law, and if you
heard me on the floor of this House making the pub-
lic to believe that you are dishonest, orthat lawyers
are dishonest, I do not think you would sit here and
allow the public to feel that it was true. You would
have to defend yourself and your colleagues, although
you may know that there are one or two who are not
up-to-date. In this case, I do not know if he is still
thinking along those lines, and saying that they are
smuggling sufficiently for themselves and the Gov-
ernment should get a little of it, Ifhe is thinking so,
that is not the way to do it,

4.05 p.m.

I am saying, Sir, that the licences should be
graded differently to add two more grades to the
existing two or three, and work on the returns that
are made, because every merchant in Bridgetown
can tell you the turn-over, as far as rum is con-
cerned, from their bills. Wherever the shopkeeper
deals he will get a bill and they would be able to
give the necessary returns, and you inturnwould be
in a position to tax fairly and squarely. You would be
surprised to see that the ones who are paying $500
would be in a position to pay $1,000, th. .e whu are
paying $100 may be able to pay $300, and the ones
to whom 1 am referring would be scarcely able to
pay $50. I feel that advisers are needed in Govern-
ment on certain lines of business, because 1 would
not expect a barrister to know the pros and cons of
a small retail shop. You would have to get someone
who has that knowledge to tell you what to do.

I can remember that there was a certain Min-
ister of Trade in my Government who always con-
sulted me when it came to certain things, and I would
advise him where he could take off half cent some-
where and put on a penny somewhere else. That
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Minister would always ring me or come tomy place
and enquire what to do because he did not know any-
thing about it. The biggest mistake one can make is
to have to do something he knows nothing about. A
barrister deals with law and a doctor with medicine;
so you would have to get business people to advise
you when you are about to tax people in this cate-
gory. Just to show you where something is wrong, do
you think the ‘‘nay-nay’® fee which you have put on
barristers and doctors means anything to them? I
feel it is an insult, but I never go too far with my
doctor or my cook. When you go to a doctor and he
examines you, it costs you a bank note. I have just
heard a sotto voce remark to the effectthat the ones
who charge a bank note today are the bush doctors.
Your humble servant would have to go in the ap-
pointment room because I have to live up to the
Joneses due to my position as a member of Parlia-
ment. We are important people and we have to live
that way although most people do not feel so. Only
yesterday when I told one of my constituents how
much taxes I have to pay, she said she heard that
members of the House didnot pay taxes. I was nearly
imprisoned month before last for tax arrears, but I
had to try and “‘fix-it-right’’. We have to get taxes
and we must spend them wisely. If the Prime Min-
ister would not be afraid to meet me, I would show
him where the cost of living could be reduced. With
the amount of supplementary Resolutions that are
introduced during the year, the Government must
look for money which they can only get through taxes;
and that is where I feel that some local advice at
times could be of assistance to any Government,
especially a country like Barbadoswhichisofa very
poor nature. As soon as you play big and you are not
big, somebody is bound to suffer, because if you are
not able to entertain and you trytodo it because you
see your neighbour entertaining, the bailiff is bound
to levy on you. The Government however is not
going to levy on themselves to get out of financial
difficulties; so they levy on us. As a result we would
be getting it both ways, because the bailiff would be
levying on us, and the Government would be levying
on us; so we would be holding more strain than we
should.

I will not say anything more on the Budget be-
cause it is all over, Anything more I have to say will
be done as soon as I get an opportunity to discuss
the Resolution that is before us. The mannerin which
Money Resolutions are brought on the floor of this
House only gives the Minister of Finance all the say,
and when the Opposition does get an opportunity to
speak, it is too late. If I fight alone, I am going to
see that no sooner than the Prime Ministerdelivers
his Budgetary Proposals, the Opposition gets an op-
portunity to carry on from where he has left off to
deal with the matter, and not have it dealt with under
Private Members’ Business over a period of one or
two years. Imagine having a Resolution concerning
last year’s Budgetary Proposals still on the Order
Paper! It is not good enough. We have been elected
here by the people, and we are of as much impor-
tance as the Government, because a Government
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without an Opposition is a serious thing and people
cannot be safe financially.
4.15 p.m.

It is not because the Government has the
majority that they should always be doing as they
like. They must remember that this is a democratic
age, and that when we are inhere we must be demo-
cratic and live up to it, and that one is no more than
the other. Mr, Deputy Speaker, inthis place you have
no more power as amemberthanlhave; you have a
little more authority and that is because you are the
Head at the moment. A pinhasahead. It is from that
end that you, as Deputy Speaker, will be a little more
than we are; but, Sir, in Parliament onthe whole, all
of us are the same thing. The Prime Minister can be
a god at his official residence or in his office, but
when we come in here ...... .

Mr. WEEKES: On a point of ordex. M. Deputy
Speaker, I have noticed that we have not got any
quorum and I am asking that the Bell be rung.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON entered the House and took his

seut,

Mr., WEEKES: I must apologise to you, Mr,
Deputy Speaker, we have a quorum now.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, we have to
thank the hon. Parliamentary Secretary for letting us
know that he is not sleeping but you only want a
quorum when you want to vote; therefore, the hon.
member need not draw your attention to that. I sup-
pose that the members may not want tohear what I am
saying, and they may be only behind certain places
until when we come to the vote. As long as I am on
my feet and I am talking, I can talk; but the hon.
member must let us know that he is not sleeping at
this time. Sir, as I was saying —1 am about to come
to a close — not one of us in here is more than the
other. The Prime Minister is anordinary membex of
this House., No one of us is more than the other. We
may try to make ourselves more, but we cannot get
in here unless the people of this country vote for us.
They do not mark for the Prime Ministerwith a gold
pen and for the Ministers with a gold pen, and
for the backbencherswith alead pencil. All of us have
been marked for with a lead pencil and it is an
“¢X**, It is reckoned as a vote, andwe become mem-
bers of this House; and when we get in here we should
work together as representatives of the people and
for the people. That is our duty and we should do it
to the best of our ability. You should not be trying to
cut me down and I try to cut you down, because we
are in here already. You may not feel too good with
my presence, but yet I am in here; so you will have
to put up with my presence whetherIam ugly or good
looking or both. The people have sent us here to do
their bidding, and, therefore, let us come together
and work in the interest of the people and not in the
interest of ourselves,lhave always said that anybody
who thinks about himself first, when he gets in here,
will never be apolitician. Youhave to forget yourself
completely and do the business of the people. If you
are thinking about yourself, if you are abackbencher
and you want to become a Minister, if you are a Min-

ister and you want to be a Prime Minister, that can-
not work; your duty is to be a representative of the

people.

Mr, Deputy Speaker, I feel as good here as if I
were a Minister, and 1 suppose 1 would be rather
unhappy if I were a Minister. I want to feel happy in
representing my people and trying to get as much as
I possibly can for them, and Iwilldo it and be happy,
This is no secret; 1 read in the newspaper that the
Pensioners would not have to be drawing up down
here and falling down with ‘‘bad feelings’’ and some -
times going back to their homes before they get their
little pay cheque. It will be going home to them. You
will be surprised to hearthis, Sir, but an old fellow
brought a newspaper to me and showed it to me be-
cause I had not seen it yet. Just as I got to my office
he said: ‘‘Skipper, look atthis!*’ Ifeltthat I had done
something for the people. It isnot thatl did it directly,
but I have drawn the matter to the Government’s at-
tention and the Government has to act, because when I
bring certain things to their attention and they do not
act, it iswritten inthe Lamb's Book of Life for them.
If they do not act, it istheir business; but I am going
to draw it to their attention.

As regards the Resolution in respectofthe 1967
Budgetary Proposals onwhichIwas speaking, I asked
the Hon, Leader of the Opposition if he cares to go
on with it, but I am not going on with the Resolution
any more. That can be ruled out asfar as I am con-
cerned. But I am asking the Government to consider
— I am letting it be known at once = that when the
next Budgetary Proposals are coming down,they must
bring them down with the understanding that they must
be debated right through. As soon as the Prime Min-
ister has finished his speech, we generally do it when
all the boys are closed and they will not be able to
get around certain things; but, if the Prime Minister
finishes his speech this evening, we will be ready
for it tomorrow morning and we will deal with it until
it is finished. It must not be done in Private Mem-
bers’ time. If you have to amend the rules, then start
and think about it in the early; otherwise it will not
be the pliers this time; it will be soniething else. Sir,
I do not want to be deemed as a rogue and vagabond
politically in here; I do not want to bring any pres-
sure on the Government to do anything, and that is
why I am advising them to bear in mind that that is
how we, on this side of the House, are expecting the
Budgetary Proposals to be brought down next time.
1 repeat that as soon as the Prime Minister finishes
his speech, we should adjourn the House until the next
day and let us go through with the debate and spend
a day or two and be finishedwithit, and do not allow
it to be dragging on for years and months. If that is
not the understanding, then no Budgetary Proposals
will be laid at all. Let us get it straight and do it as
it should be done, and everything will be all right
with me and the members above here.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS:Mr, Deputy Speaker, in-
asmuch as I cannot possibly, even if there were no
other hon. members who were ready to speak, wind
up by half-past four of the clock, I am therefore
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suggesting that we revert to Government Business at
this stage. I could not finish speaking in five minutes.
4.25 p.m,

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Does the hon. Member wish
to withdraw No. 2 which, Ithink, deals with the 1967
Budget?

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Yes, Sir, I would cer-
tainly do that; but as regards No. 1, I was merely
saying that if I have to replytoit, I could not do that
by half-past four. If I am inorderto withdraw No. 2,
at this stage, I would accept the suggestionto revert
to Government Business.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: You couldask that further
congideration of No. 1 be postponed, and then you
could ask for leave to withdraw No. 2.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: If the Leader of the
House does not object, I move now that further con-
sideration of this Motion be postponed.

Mr, 4. M. G. M. ADAMS: 1 beg to second that.

The ~uestion was put and resolved in the affirmative with-
out division.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND BUDGETARY
PROPOSALS 1968-69

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, at
this stage, I beg to move that leave be given for me
to withdraw Order No. 2 standing in my name.

Mr. J. M. G, M. ADAMS: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative with-

out division,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The time being
4,30 p.m., the House now reverts to Government
Business.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair and Mr.

SPEAKFER took the Chair.
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Mr, SPEAKER: When last the House was dealing
with Government Business, the Hor:se we< in Com-
nittee of dSupply. To that, therefore, we . ‘W revert.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and Mr. HOPF!N took the

chair.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1968-69

No. 34 (Cont’d)

Mr, CHAIRMAN: When the Committee last sat,
we were discussing Head 40 in Committee of Supply
under a Resolution for $33,618.

Mr. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I was
speaking at that stage on how great a respect the
Prime Minister had for human rights. As1said when
the Prime Minister was here — it is a pity he is not
here now, but an Overseas call is as good an excuse
as any — my introduction to the attitude the Govern-
ment has towards Human Rights Year and the cele-
bration of Human Rights was to be invited to take part
in a programme on television for Human Rights week,
and then to be told by the Government Information
Officer and others that the Prime Minister did not
wish politicians to take part.

Mr. Chairman, I do not doubt that if you delete
the word ‘‘politicians’® and for that woxrd you place
‘“the senior member for St. Thomas'’, the Govern-
ment Information Officer was inaccurate, If the Prime
Minister's remarks to the effect that he nevertold the
Government Information Officer what it was alleged
he said — hewasveryevasive, as hon. Members will
recall. As one Minister has pointed out, he never said
directly that he did not tell the Government Informa-
tion Officer that. But, evenifhe had said so directly,
I would not believe him, because the Prime Minister
is not such a person whom 1 would believe in here,
in Court, or in anywhere else. I state for his informa-
tion that, whether the InformationOfficerisaB.1L.P.
officer or not, if lhad to choose between believing Mr.
Glastone Holder and the hon. senior member for St.
John, I would believe Mr. Gladstone Holder. We have
had too much experience in here of what the Prime
Minister can do to the truth; too many unfounded
statements are made by the Prime Minister, Mr,
Chairman, without his being able to substantiate them
for us to accept what he says.

For myself I am satisfied that, Human Rights
year or no Human Rights year, when the Prime
Minister heard that Tom Adams was to take part in
the Television Programme onthe Government Infor-
mation Service — although it was not run by the
Government Information Service it would have been
on Government time — he deliberately set out to
find some excuse for Tom Adams not to appear on
the air, It did not matter that an invitation had been
sent out, because the Prime Minister’s mind had been
made up.

You will have some idea of how the Prime Min-
ister’s mind works, when he seeks to enlistthe hon.
senior Member of the City in his strictures about
an occasion at the B.B.C. in London inwhich it proved
impossible to put a programme over the air. I am
sorry the Prime Minister is not here now. I do not
know what he told hon. Members, or what Mr. Ian
Gale sent back in a despatchtothe Advocate about the
incident, but infront of witnesses the nextday I asked
the Prime Minister, face to face, in Marlborough
House if he had any complaint about what had hap-
pened the day before atthe B.B.C. and, in front of a
Jamaican journalist and avery respected Barbadian,
he told me ‘‘No*’. I confirmed this by asking one of
the permanent officials attending the Conference —1
cannot remember his name now, but I know the gentle-
man quite well — if the Prime Minister had any ob-
jection, or was any objection taken to it, and he
informed me ‘‘No’’. I then asked the B.B.C. if any
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complaint had been made, and they said ‘‘No’’, but
somebody who was present had gone to the Director
of the Overseas Services and told him — and this
person is no friend of mine, Ican say that — that the
Premier of Barbados and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion came into the B.B.C. Studio determined to make
trouble for Tom Adams because Grantley Adams was
his father.

4.35 p.m.

That was what I was told when I enquired at the
B.B.C., and the person went on to say that if the
Premier of Barbados is a person who cannot behave
himself, he can dowithout any publicity inthe B.B.C.,
as far as he was concerned. From that day — the
Prime Minister can confirm it if he feelslike — for
nearly two years no B.B.C. reporter ever went to
intexrview the Prime Minister. Let him check his
records if he really feels he has some complaint. He
has come into the House and said that I was sent
away from the B.B.C. Five months before that inci-
dent, 1 gave the B.B.C. six months’ notice to leave.
I took marriage leave and saidlwas getting married
and leaving to go back to Barbados, and I have in
writing a copy of the letter and a copy of the letter
from the Personnel Officer in return; yetlheard the
Prime Minister with my own ears say in the Fair-
child Street Market how I was fired from the B.B.C,
[ solicited a letter from the Director of the Overseas
Service which was headlined in ‘‘The Beacon”
‘‘Barrow Proved a Liar again.” and he could not
even sue for libel because he knew itwas false. That
is the kind of thing, Mr, Chairman, we have to deal
with in this world when we deal with the hon. senior
member for St. John,

He talked about not falling out. Members of his
Cabinet may not feel like using the words ‘‘falling
out’’, but there isnot a Government Ministerwho can
honestly get up and say that there has never been a
quarrel between the Prime Minister and some of his
Ministers in Cabinet, that they have never disagreed
about policy and falling out about policy, and, with the
incident of the appointment of the General Manager
of C.B.C., that there was not adeep and profound dis-
agreement in Cabinet, Mr. Chairman, let us use some
commmonsense. The Cabinet has favourites. There are
some in the Cabinet who are Privy Councillors. I
was surprised to hear you have some who are not,
and it seems that the Government Ministerswho are
independent, who return to this House onthe basis of
the votes of the electorate are the veryones who are
discriminated against, are the very ones who have to
suffer, and the little pets, the little darlings are the
ones who cannot stand up on a platform in their own
rights and say ‘‘Give me a vote'’, They are the little
““scared-in-the-pants®® who, when they are invited to
run, say that they are not ready for it yet, They are
ready for the Ministerial salary, but not ready for
the responsibility of recommending themselves to
the electorate. They want the Ministerial plums and
staiuz in Cabinet; they want to see people who have
teen in politics for twenty years and upwards fighting
all the time; they want to see them placed below the
salt while they are exalted to the seats of the mighty,
and that is why the Prime Minister made the exhi-
bition of himself that he made today. That is why he

is angry because he does not want to be reminded
of a disagreement with one of his own darling boys.
He would not mind if you spoke about a disagreement
between himself and the Minister of Health, His
attitude towards the Minister of Health is an open
secret at election time and otherwise, but his atti-
tude towards the Human Rights of members of this
Honourable House and of his own Cabinet leaves a
great deal to be desired.

My, Chairman, I am not asking anybody else to
vote against Human Rights Week, but, truthfully,
having seen the attitude of the Prime Minister to-
wards what we understand by Human Rights and free-
dom of the Press, it leaves much to be desired. He
attacks the Press every week. If something appears
in the Press that the Prime Minister feels does not
worship the great god*‘Dipper’’ sufficiently, he wants
to punish the newspaper as if it is some errant child.
Right here, Mr, Chairman, he does not like something
a member is saying, and he comes in and tells you
that all you have to do is to tell him to withdraw.
Clean shaven, deaf evidently — and I have already
withdrawn the word ‘ ‘mad®’; so I would not repeat it --
he comes in and tells the Chairman pro tem that all
he has to do is to tell a member to withdraw. Mr.
Chairman, is that not another way of saying, *‘ jump,
boy, jump’'? That shows you how much respect he
has for the Human Rights involved with the members
of this Honourable House.

Mzr. Chairman, when you compare the Prime
Minister with Hitler, you are in fact inflating the
Prime Minister a great deal, because you are blow-
ing up the Prime Minister into a position which he
really cannot occupy. In this country the Opposition
yet have the love of the people and whatever his wishes
may be in this matter of Human Rights politically
and otherwise, there are yet a few of us which
democracy, which he attacks in here when he talks
about the people who get elected and so on, has put
in here in sufficient numbexrs and strength to prevent
democracy itself being destroyed in Barbados.

I ask all hon. members since we are talking
about Human Rights ~ and the Minister of Agricul-
ture wants to know what it has to do with this Reso-
lution — whether they would not be obse rving Human
Rights better by making an effort once andfor all to
shake this incubus off all our backs and get rid of the
particular Prime Minister with whom we have to deal
today. There is not anybody in here, Mr. Chairman,
not the lLeader of the House, not the Minister of
Health, not even the Minister of Trade who carries
loyalty perhaps to an extreme that is actually dan-
gerous in politics, not the Minister of Agriculture
or the Minister of Communications and Works or
either of the Parliamentary Secretaries who could
believe that we were seeing a parliamentary perfor -
mance of the Prime Minisister at midday today suit-
able for this Honourable Chamber. Nobody could
defend his behaviour towards you, Sir, never mind
his behaviour towards me, because he is accustomed
to cursing me. Nobody could defend his behaviour
towards the Rules of the House. There was never a
more opportune overseas call than that which took
him away.

it
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Mr. Chairman, when we first came into the
House, we used to complain that the Prime Minister
was not here, because after all the Standing Orders
say that all members shall attend the House. Then
there was a stage at which, I understand, it was sug-
gested to the Prime Minister that the business of the
House would be done expeditiously if he did not at-
tend. That is true too, Mr. Chairman; but the real
reason why I think all of us will be glad to see his
back is that the business of the House can be done
more decorously and more decently when he is not
here. The Leader of the House andthe Leader of the
Opposition quarrel from time to time, but we never
have the exhibitions in here that we have when the
Prime Minister is in the House, and particularly

when the Chairman of Committees is in the Chair,
We never have the exhibitions that disgrace this
House to quite the same degree whenthe Prime Min-
ister is absent, and Mr. Chairman, it cannot be all
our fault. We know it isnotour fault, but I make that
statement and I offer that sentence for thought to
members on the other side who are all too willing to
say that the Opposition does not want them to get
through, that we are filibustering and so on. it may
well be that we have only passed two and are now
three quarters of the way through another Resolution,
but we are going to finish the businessof the House
today, and we have not gone on today in any spirit
other than the spirit of getting the people’s business
done. The only moment when vile rancour entered
this House was the little exchange at midday today or
in the early afternoon - I have forgotten the exact
hour — during the period when the Prime Minister
emerged from the recesses of the woodwork and
came in here to say that no member must say he has
ever fallen out with a fellow Cabinet Minister.
4,45 p.m.

Mr, Chairman, I ain glad to see that a Barbadian
student can get a grant of $2,400 but I would be
equally glad if the Minister of Health and Community
Development will tell us exactly where this enabling
grant will be spent, Is it agrant for some Sociologist
student to go to Cave Hill or something like that? Is
it a one-year course of study orisit intended to be a
permanent thing or just something to mark this par-
ticular occasion in 1968, a Human Rights Scholar-
ship or whatever it is?

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, the Hon.
Leader of the Opposition did request certain in-
formation in connection with this Human Rights
year and I think ™ cangive him some information now.
As far as the observance of 1968 as being the in-
ternational year for Human Rights, that was agreed
on sometime ago. There were several meetings held
in this connection. There was a Committee appointed
by the Cabinet, of which I was Chairmaa, the Per-
manent Secretary, Ministry of Health and Community
Development;the Attorney General;our representative
the Social Welfare Officer; the Permanent Secretary
in the Ministry of Education;the Permanent Secre-
tary in the Ministry of External Affairs:the Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture, Labour and
National Insuraqice; the Chief Labour Officer; the
General Secretary of the Barbados Workers® Union;

the President of the Civil Service Association; the
Chief Probation Officer; the President of the
Y.W.C.A.; the President of the Y.M.C.A.; repre-
sentatives of Youth Town; representatives of the
Centre for Multi-racial Studies and representatives
of Christian Social Councils. After about three or
four meetings, it was agreed that these proposals
should be put up to the Cabinet, which were finally
approved. The first was the designation of the week
beginning on the 8th December, 1968, as Human
Rights week, and the arrangement of a prograinme
of activities during the week as this Government's
contribution towards the observance of Human Rights
year, The twentieth anniverszry of the Declaration
of Human Rights will be celebrated on the 10th De-
cember, 1968,

fhe second thing agreed to was the issue of
special messazes to the local news me:lia by the
Head of State and/or the Head of the Government to
mark the opening of the week, Thirdly, the issue of
special prayers by the Lord Bishop to be used in
Churches and schools throughout the Island during
Human Rights week; fourthly, the promotion of talks
and lectures on the subject of Human Rights at
schools and inthe Youth Organizations by the Minis-
try of Education and the Social Welfare Department
respectively; (5), an effort on the partofthe Min-
istry of External Affairs to have as many conventions
and treaties as were practicable ratified and mention
of those ratified to be made in the messages of the
Head of State and /orHead of the Government; (6),
liaison between the Human Rights Committee and the
Independ~n. e Celebrations Committee in view of ine
proximity of the two events; (7), the designa-
tion of the Trades Training Centre as the project to
commemorate Human Rights; (8), the publicity
of the fact that the Centre for Multi-racial Studies
was set up in Human Rights year in submission to a
request of the Centre to explore the possibility of
unveiling the plaque of Martin Luther King during
Human Rights week; (9) an Enabling Grant of an
amount appropriate and reasonable to celebrate
Human Rights of, say, $2,400 from public funds to a
Barbadian student abroad, preferably in the field of
Sociology. That is the Resolution with which we are
now dealing; (10) the submission of a request from the
Hon, Leader of the House to convene aSpecial Meet-
ing of the House on the 10th December, 1968, which

_is the 20th anniversary of the Declaration of Human
"Rights and to pass an appropriate Resolution;(11)

the issue of the Human Rights postal stamp alreadv
approved by Cabinet, if possible, during Human Rights
week; (12) liaison between the Social Welfare De-
partment and the Government Information Service
with a view to acquiring Information on Huran
Rights year from the U.S. Information Office and
other sources for subsequent circulation to the pub-
lic througl. the press, radio and other media by means
of pamphlets etc.,; (13) the use of short talks or
discussions on radio and on TV during Human Rights
week and (14) the designation of a Youth Camp Site
for the underprivileged youth of Barbados in Com-
memoration of Human Rights year.,
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That gives some idea of it. There are many
other projects, but the fact remains that we wanted
$3,000 in order to carry out the programme - That
amount is vexry sliy’i; andtrivial, and with this $3,000
we will not be able to carry through what we have
planned. There are other things which have been
agreed to, which will cost money, but this is the
main thing that we want at this stage. I am asking,
thereiors, that this initial amount be granted and ap-
proved by the House in order to enable us to get off
the ground and get things moving.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, I thought
that even at this late hour some reference would have
been made, especially when the Hon. Minister was
reading out the names of the Committee, of the in-
tention of the Government - this is a suggestion I am
putting to them - to at least consult the Opposition
with regard to some of their proposals., Therewas a
long list called out of a Committee to make recom-
mendations to the Govermment, but there was no
member ofthe Opposition in it, Hon, members will
pardon e if 1 have asortof personal feeling, though
I am not asking to be on any Committee, I was a
delegate to the United Nations at that period - unfor-
tunately, a British and noi a West Indian delegate, I
know how much was thought of the necessity of hav-
ing the United Nations as a Body to make a charter
of Human Rights. And to think that Barbados is telling
the outside world: '“We lookupon it asa Party affair;
we have not asked the Opposition anythiag’ - I say
nothing more. 1 repeat, Idonotwantto serve on any-
‘hing. I want you, Sir, even to forget that I reminded
you that I was there in the lastthree months of 1948;
but as a Barbadian,l am appealing to you to forget me
and let the outside world know that you are looking
upon this ar a national event and not a Democratic
Labour Party event,

The question that Head 40 stand part of the Schedule was

put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

HEAD 48 - MINISTRY OF TRADE, TOURISM,
CO-OPERATIVES AND FISHERIES

Head 48 . Ministry of Trade, Tourism, Co-operatives and

Fisheries was called.

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: Mr, Chairman, there
are several bays along the coastof the eight parishes
bordering the sea which are operating fishing fleets,
and in some of these bays there are fish sheds and
shelters for the disposal of fish.

4.55 p.m.

At these sheds old fishermen are usually given
jobs such as cleaning the place and keeping accounts
of the fish coming into the sheds. They have been
given what 1 would term a token payment for these
services, but during the period of the wage increase
these unfortunate people did not receive any increase.
We are now asking for the sum of$1,200 to increase
the payment of those who were getting $10to $20, and
those who were getting $13 to $25 respectively. These
sheds are used during the peak of the fishing season -

from the months of November to June in each year.
I now beg to move that Head 48 stand part.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: I beg to second that,

Mr. HINDS: Mr, Chairman, I just want the Min-
ister to realise that the keeping of records at these
fish sheds amounts to what is called clerical work,
and there is grave dissatisfaction amongst those
caretakers at the present moment. I am sure that
whilst the Minister is trying to do something to make
it appearthat he is giving them some sort of increase,
it does not attempt to go half-way when we take into
consideration the number of hours - at night paxticu-
larly - that these people have to be on duty. I am
asking the Minister to give this matter a second look.

There are eight parishes which, the Minister
says, have these fish sheds, and there is definitely
grave dissatisfaction amongst those people. Some of
them have been to me personally and made com-
plaints from time to time. I am surprisedto find that
the Minister is just giving them this sort of increase:
from $10 to $20, and from $13 to $25. It is much
more that these people are complaining of; their con-
ditions of work ought to be improved, andI am urging
upon the Minister to give these matters much niore
consideration than at the present moment, bearing in
mind that we would do nothing at this stage to pre-
vent the caretakers from getting the little increase
that is now offered to them. It is not in kceping with
the type of work that these people have to do. They
have to keep proper records, so to speak, and they
are expected to keep proper records; otherwise the
scheme would not be worthwhile, If they have to do
that type of work, they should be paid for it.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Chairman, the peo-
ple employed in this type of business are usually old
people who are practically too old to go fishing. Most
of them are net-menders, and they carry out their
occupation of knitting or mending nets while they
are on the job, andthisis just a means of giving peo-
ple in the area a job. The only other alternative, if
you are going to pay a high salary for the job,
will be to dispose of them. Nobody wants to dispose
of these old people. They have contributed something
to the industry, and intheir old age we should en~
deavour to help them.

With regard to the records, nobody in Barbados,
regardless of who he may be, can tell me about any
true and honest record being kept for fish, because
this is a big joke to me. They move from one area
into another market and the same records are made,
Fish might come in at Paynes Bay and records are
made, the hucksters take them to Eagle Hall Market,
then they go to the Bridgetown Market, and then the
same amount of fish is being checked at three or
four markets. As Minister of Fisheries, this is only
a joke to me. The main reason why I have asked for
this amount is to enable them to have a higher stan-
dard of living. If you were to enforce the point where
true records had to be kept and tickets had to be
passed, then they would be incompetent to do that
type of job.

#

-
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I repeat that these people have done something
for the industry, and in their old age I would rather
see them earn a small pittance than nothing at all.
That is the reason I have asked for an increase from
$10 to $20, and $13 to $25 respectively which I con-
sider to be a reasonable percentage of an increase.
The very people who are receiving it are only too
glad to get the money. They have asked me about it
for quite a while, and the matter has taken some
time to be dealt with. I agree that it is a small amount
if you look at it from your point of view, but other
things have to be taken into consideration. If you
make it a clerical job, then it will not fall into the
hands of those people. It is nothing strenuous; they
knit their nets; get a bit of fish and so on. Some of
them might own a boat, and, in any case, if you did
not pay them, they would still spend the same hours
in the same market.

Mr, HINDS: Mz, Chairman, 1 am not concerned
with whether these men play a game of caxds, knit
nets and so on. We have seen here that the Minister
has found it necessary to give these workers 100% in-
crease. Does that not tell us something? Ifit is a case
where the Minister feels that in these eight parishes
where they have these fish sheds there are eight orx
one dozen fishermen who are not now able to work
but have contributed something to the industry, we
are willing on this side of the House, if they deserve
it, to give them some sort of a gratuity or pension,
But the Minister has told us that their keeping of
records is a mere joke, and he, as a Minister, has
no confidence in the records they keep. Why pay $20
a month to a personto keep records that the Minister
himself has no confidence in? He is making a joke of
the whole industry.

Sir, we do not want to deny these pexrsons of
anything. The Minister has not denied that they are
capable of doing the job, because as proof that they
are capable of doing it, he is paying them twice the

amount they have been paid in the past. You do not
double the salaries of inefficient people! What we
are saying is that if records are to be kept - I feel
that the Statistical Departm=nt depends in some re-
spect on these records.
5.05 p.m.

If the Minister is now saying thathe is just oblig-
ing a few retired fishermen, but as to the recoxds
he has no confidence in them, I am saying that he is
making a mockery of the fishing industry, and that is
not good enough. If the records are fit to be kept at
all, they should be kept by competent people. The
present employees of whom the Minister speaks are
competeat people according to his recommendation
here today, and all he is saying is to pay them ade-
quate salaries. He should insist that they keep proper
records, because the keeping of records is very
valuable to the fishing industry and to many other
subsidiary industries as well in Barbados; so do not
let us have these false records. Why pay $25 a month
for keeping false records? It would pay you better to
give each man $50 or $100 and tell him to go home,
and pay somebody an adequate salary to keep proper

records which can be of benefit to you as the years

go by.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, I am not going
to speak in any way condemnatory of the purpose of
this Head, but I would like to draw to the attention
of the Minister one or two incidents that have oc-
curred, and such incidents are repeating themselves
just too often at the fish markets, Everyone in Bar-
bados today is actually crying out for the high cost
of living, and we know that in this country we depend
on consumer goods, whether they are things we eat
or use otherwise from foreign countries, and we are
often reminded that we should appreciate local goods.
We are told to buy local food, and indeed when it
comes to fresh food, we have to depend on Barbadian
crops and, of course, Barbadian fresh fish, As a citi-
zen | too have to pay the increased price of goods, and
Iam ex;/)ected to buy local and to appreciate local in-
dustries. I realise that this Government and the Gov-
ernment that preceded this one have done a lot to
assist the fishing industry, and are doing a lot that
the fishing industry must survive., All that I appre-
ciate; but complaints reach me now too often about
the treatment the average Barbadian customer re-
ceives when he goes to a fish market. Most kinds of
fish are scheduled. The ordinary housewife goes to
market hoping to buy goods at the scheduled price.
The fish are exposed for sale atapublic market; yet
that housewife has on too many occasions in oxder
to get fish for the home and family to buy this fish
from hawkers who sell fish at their particularprice,
which is in the majority of instances far above the
scheduled price.

I am not blaming the Government for this, but I
am drawing it to to the Government’s attention that
in order that the ordinary man in Barbados can get
this commodity, something should be done. I am not
concerned with the Canadian tourist or the big hotel
proprietors. The fish is caught in Barbadian waters
by fishermen who ow: boats that are subsidised by
Government. It is an enabling industry inwhich loans
are given to fishermen; if that has stopped now, it
is news to me; bu: whether the loans have ceased to
operate or not, the fact of the matter is that the Bar-
badian consumz=r must be protected from another
Barbadian. We are not now fighting againstthe ‘*Big
Six’’; we are fighting against some of our own people
who are avaricious and greedy; and wherever some-
thing goes wrong, if one of ourownis responsible for
that thing going wrong, we still have tc raise our
voice in condemnation of that evil, and somebody has
got to be bold enough to do it.

I know a man in Speightstown, and I am going to
call his name, He is a busdriverby the name of Mr.
Rowe, Whenever Mr, Rowe goes to the Speightstown
fish market, he cannot buy a fish. Wihenever Mr.
Rowe goes to the market, he summons a Police on
the spot. (A VOICE: Is he a pimp?) Mr. Rowe is no
pimp; he is a self-respecting citizen; but whenever
he tries to enlistthe aid of the Police to try to repre-
sent him to see that he is not charged a price above
what he should pay according to the Schedule, he is
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denied the purchase of fish, Mr, Rowe himself made
that report to me, and I understand that in many in-
stances the Police condone such action onthe part of
the hawkers. These are the in-betweens; they are not
fishermen. They buy the fish and right onthe market
step, under the market roof, they sell at contraband
prices. This should stop., Wha: is the use of saying
that the big Six mulch us and then the poor fellow
must mulch us too? I have my own experiences. I
went to buy some turtle, and the turtle seller told
me that so many pounds are engaged. I asked him
whether he was operating under a seller's licence
in a public market, and if as a customer presenting
myself he was telling me that all was engaged? I
asked him to tell me whatwas notengaged. I am John
Citizen, like anybody else, when I want to buy fish or
anything else. I went for a policeman who insisted
that the seller tell him how many pounds were en-
gaged, and although some of that turtle was not en-
gaged, that seller refused to sell. This thing has to
come to an end. There must be better supervision at
the public fish markets; otherwise the Barbadian
consumer is not going to get fish that has been
caught in waters around this country. I know we
get deep sea fish now that are sold in the super-
markets in Speightstown, and I have got a better
chance of going to Elmer’s and getting fish than
Speightstown. This is a case where you get the poor
oppressing the poor. A wrong is wrong no matter who
commits it, and it is high time that the Government
should step in and see to it that the Barbadian public
is protected. I am not particularly concerned with
the hotel proprietor who is going to feed the tourists,
and the tourists must be fed. I have bean a tourist
and I have been fed — and properly too; but I am say-
ing that the Barbadian public must not be denied the
right to buy fish because somebody else higher up
and better off than himself can pay a better price.
That is what I have to inform the Government about
and it is time that steps should be taken about it, If
we lament the cost of living, if we cry out against it,
we must remember that all of it does not come here
to us; some of it we impose ourselves.

5.15 p.m.

Fish is not the only line or commodity which is
produced in or around Barbados of whichI could make
a similar complaint. It is high time that the Govern-
ment step in and see that there is proper supervi-
sion at fish markets and that these scheduled prices
are being adhered to. It is said that it is useless
calling the Police because they know how to get their
contraband fish, and they take no steps to bring the
culprits to justice. Somebody has to step in; somebody
has to make things right; and I am raising my voice
this afternoon in this committee in order that the
Government will be well informed that things are not
going so well for public buyers at public fish markets.
I believe that this happens not oaly at the Speights=-
town fish market; I believe thatthis happens all over
the Island of Barbados. The Government is getting
blamed for it unjustifiably. Some of the ‘‘in between’’,
they do not cart fish; they do not own fishing boats;
but they sell fish, and they see to it that they profiteer
at the expense of the Barbadian who does not belong
to the wealthy class. I know that people who are living

in Church Strect Gardens, Sand Street and Queen
Street, poor people, cannot go to the Speightstown
market and hope to get fish; unlessthey have a rela-
tive who is a fisherman, they cannot get it. Somebody
comes down in a motor car, the fish is there and
these poor people are told: ‘‘Oh, no! These are for
Mr. So-andSo.” Let us stop this reservation of pur-
chasing; it must be done away with and the police
must do the job and not be satisfied that they are
being accused of getting their fish through th= back
door and so they are not taking any steps to remedy
this wrong.

Mr, Chairman, I intended to raise my voice
against this state of affairs for some time now, and I
think that this is the appropriate time to bring it to
the attention of the Minister. The Government must
see to it that these poor purchasers are defended
and that they can buy fish at the scheduled prices.
There must be a way to control this thing. It is a bad
thing to deprive your own people of a commodity that
is found in our waters, brought to our beaches and
protected by this Government. The Government
spends money on public markets. I understand that
there is a beach price and a market price, but I am
talking about when the fish comes into the market
to be seen and exposed for sale, and yet the public
the poor members of the community, are denied the
purchase of this item. Mr, Chairman, I hope I have
brought this matter forcibly enough to the attention
of the appropriate Ministers and that stepswill soon
be taken to remedy this wrong.

Mr, ST, JOHN: M=, Chairman, for some time now
I have held the view that many people in Barbados
really misunderstand the whole situation about the
fish industry. The hon. senior member for St.Peter
has just spoken of the exploitation of the consumers
which exist. I take itthat he means that this exploita-
tion comes from a small section of th= people who
make their living by the fishing trade, and not from
the fisherman or the boat owners themselves. This
is the only commodity which is on sale in Barbados,
which is tied within a schedule and atthe same time
there is no minimum level below which the prices
cannot fall. I am sure, Sir, thatif an overall average
is taken of the price of fish throughout the year in
Barbados, you will find that it is less than the sche-
duled price. Consumers like to talk about the period
of time when thsy have to pay what they call black
market prices for fish; but they do aot like to talk
about the period between January and May when they
stand and wait and say: ‘“We are not paying, the later
it gets ....."" They are waiting until the price has
dropped to a penny.

This is a situation which one nesds to have a
careful study of and to have a plan for the whole
industry before one can say lightly that the fault lies
here or there. As far as the hawkers are’concerned,
no doubt, they have to make a margin upon what they
pay for the commodity: and out of season, I do not
care what laws you have, when the fishis scarce, the
fishermen in Barbados will charge more than the
price set out in the schedule, because when they are
in plentiful supply, there is no minimum price below
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which they have to sell. That is the problem. In
addition to this, people fail to realise thatwithin the
last year and this year in particular, the price of
paint, the price of fishing tackle and the price of all
the things that you need has gone up. The price of
paint has gone up, never mindthat itis manufactured
here. The paint dealers in Barbados are putting up
their price because they say that, as a result of de-

valuation, the price of raw material has gone up for

them. It is either that we will have the free play of
competition and no price schedule, or we will have
a minimum price in periods of glut, At this stage, 1
would ask the Government to consider —Ihave been
trying to check it and I am not sure what the position
is as to whether there is aduty paid on fishing tackle
in Barbados or not. There is some doubt about that.
(MEMBERS: It is free) It is free, but they still have
to pay Package Tax. I feel myselfthat, in view of the
fact that prices have risen and you are not raising
the scheduled price — 1 asked a qu=stion about this
some time ago and the Government said that, as a
matter of policy, they were not going to raise the
scheduled price. But, let them consider that the cost
of bringing fish to Barbados has risen in the last
year in particular, because of the fact that the cost
of maintaining the boats has risen.

1 agree with my colleague that there is a very
small section of so-called hucksters who will expioit
the market, whatever the situation is. Out of season
they will exploit the consumer; but in season when
there is a glut, they do not exploit the consumer;
they exploit the fishermen who catch the fish., That
is the position.

Mrzr, HUSBANDS: Mr, Chairman, I spoke specifi-
cally about the hucksters, the ‘‘in between®’ men and
women who deny the selling of fish to Mr. ‘“A*" and
will sell them to Mr, *“B"* because Mr. ‘‘B" is pay-
ing more for them. Wherever that happens, whenever
that happens, however that happens, it is wrong.
Nobody could defend that in here or anywhere else.
If it is that the scheduled prices are too low, then
let the Government investigate that. If it is because
there is a glut on the market you can sell too far
below the schedule price, let the Government investi-
gate that; but, I say or ask, what is the use of our
complaining about imported foods, the prices that
are handed down to us for products that are brought
here on the labour of people from foreign countries,
and right here in yourownbackyard, you have your
own people fleecing your own poor people and dis-
criminating? The discriminatory practice is what I
want to talk about and to emphasise. No member of
the Barbados public who is going into a public mar-
ket, whether it be a fishmarketor otherwise, should
be discriminated against in favour of anybody else.
The Government should go into that, and that is just
what I am emphasizing.

5.25 p.m.

The other matters should be investigated; see
what they can find, and make matters right; but this
matter has to be made right; otherwise you are going
to have some very bad scenes at the fish markets. I
am not blaming the fishermen for this; I am talking

about the fish vendors. I am not saying all of them,
but if there is a single vendor he should be made to
understand that he cannot do this sortof thing in this
community. There are more than one.

Mr. HINDS: I want to make one small point, Mr.
Chairman, and it arises out of what the Hon. Minis-
ter has said with regard to these retired fishermen
knitting nets on the job., Iwould suggestto the Minis-
ter that the same $25 or $20 a moath he intends
paying now, he should certainly make use of the
retired fishermen by sending them to some of the
schools in this Island to teach children the art of
knitting nets. There is a definite need for nets. Rather
than having them idle, or keeping bad records, he
should pay people to keep proper records, and give
the fishermen an opportunity to go to the schools and
spend two or three hours instructing the boys and
girls in the art of knitting these nets. I am sure it
will pay off in the long run, because the children
could knit nets in their spare time and earn a few
extra dollars. I am sure that there is a market for
sprat nets and so on.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr, Chairman, I think
the hon. senior member for Christ Church has quite
a full grasp of the fishing industry in Barbados. One
would often wonder, as he has stated, why a commo-
dity that is controlled could drop from the Scheduled
price to 1d andpossibly 3¢ — I refer to things like
flying fish in the peak ofthe season. It is a matter of
supply and demand.

Now, the poor fishermen get the blame for
everything that is going on. So long as it is fish, the
blame is put on the fishermen. The seniorhon. mem-
ber for St. Peter has stated that something should be
done to control the price of fish sold in markets.
That is a matter for the Police that we have put in
some of these fish markets to check not only on the
price of fish, but to see that the people are getting
their weights. This is something that is worse than
high prices. If you buy four pounds of fish, when you
get home if you have three pounds, you are lucky.
The Government has put scales in the market to
ensure that people get their just weights, butthe very
people will not give evidence to support the Police
when anybody is caught acting dishonestly. Some
people say that, if they do not pay for the fish, they
will not get any again. That is the position. Some
membexrs of the public say that they want fish, and
they are not poking their heads out to be scapegoats
for anybody else. That is the problem.

Now, I am in a very queer position when 1 con-
sider the prices of other commaudities and compare
them with the price of fish, The cost of ship-carpentry
today is more than what it was two or three years
ago. As the hon. senior Member for Christ Church
has stated, the price of gear has gone up, paint has
gone up, and the operating cost for boats is practically
impossible. It is practically impossible, today, fora
boat to operate. This is, aciually, no fault of ours,
because one of the things that has happened in the
industry is that Barbados did not build a fishing indus-
try; it built a very bad boat industry, and this is the
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whole problem. It amortised something over a perod
when the men could not pay back the money.

If lowned a supermarket and was selling to 600
people and thought that Iwas making money because 1
had lent X some money and e had paid me back
well, and therefore, I turned around andlentY and Z
money to operate within the same area and the pop-
ulation had not increased, then the entire operation
would be distributed among X, Y and Z, and that is
what is ruining the fishing industry. The exploration
between the men has not increased. They have the
same area in whichtooperate as they had in the days
of the old sailing boats.

I wrote in 1955 and 1956, becaus= 1 saw this com~
ing. I wrote an article statingthatifa man operated
an estate of 100 acres with 50 donkeys at $10 each,
and it was going to take him 5 trucks at $5,000 each
to do the same job, then be might as well stick to the
donkeys. This is really what we have inherited -~ a
bad industry.Fishermen today, are competing against
themselves at high cost. In one year over 150 boats
were builr, The true benefits did not accrue to the
fishermen ‘hemselves in this Island. Look at the
records, and you will see that the average fisher-
man was required to get a boat before he could get
an engine, The average fisherman in Bridgetown
did not have a boat; tharefore, he could not get a
loan.

Prospective businessmen then came into the
picture, monopolised things and made good in those
days when money could be made from fishing, When
the unfortunate fishermen came in, they came in
groups. Some of them had a piece of land with canes,
and they sold the canes and got money to assist
them. If you will look at the records of the Govern-
ment experimental boat, Investigator, you will see
where the line was drawnwhen there was an econom-
ical factor of operation, but nobody paid any attention
to it.

Sir, I was on the Committee, and I resigned be-
cause no advice anybody gave to the Fishery Officer
was of any benefit. He was a master in engineering;
he was a master in ship construction; he was a mas-
ter in fishing; he was a Jack-of-all trades; he knew
nothing about anything, and he domineered the whole
thing; and that is why we are in this unfortunate posi-
tion today. | make no apology to anybody today for
this, but the fishermzn must pay for it against every-
body else!

Look at the price of pork! Pork had a scheduled
price on it of 52¢ per pound. The scheduled price
was taken off, and today you cannot buy it at less than
95¢ per pound., Despite the grumbling, fish is still
cheap, and I accept the full responsibility and blame
for the control price onit.Ican say why. A commod-
ity will be scheduled at 40¢ and can bring 70¢; but if
you remove the scheduled price the sky would be the
limit, Now, who are the people that must pay for this?
When there is a scarcity of fish, you go to the fish
market and you will see who are the people that pay

the high prices for it. The very poorest of the poor
will pay for it. The pattern of fishing in Barbados is
that we get a glut or nothing. You get a glut of fish
and the price drops to 3¢ a piece.

5.35 p.m.

Those that are better off with refrigerators and
other means store up a good supply of fish; there-
fore when the price increases, he returns to his
refrigerator every day and pulls out fish at three
cents a piece. The unfortunate man canonly get a belly
full in the glut period because he has nowhere to
store them; so he is the man who must pay fourteen
and sixteen cents each for fish. Iacceptfull respon-
sibility for it and I make no apologies to anybody for
the schedule price. It is unfortunate thatitis the un-
fortunate people who must pay dearly for it. I would
say to anybody that I would resign my Ministry and
go back to my profession before I lift the schedule
price. What I ask them to do is to try and pay their
insurance for the boats, because I'would hate to have
to come down on the little house of a manwho has
lost his boat. He should at least pay for it and keep
the boat operating, because if a man abandons a boat
and puts it on the beach, of course 1 would sell it,
because it would be of no use to him or the public of
Barbados, and therefore I would have it sold so that
it could operate and contribute something to the
community. It is an unfortunate position andthere is
nobody who would know more about it that I would
know, and the hon. senior member for Christ Church
can substantiate all I am saying. However, the poorer
the man, the more he must pay for his fish because
he has no means of storing any; sohe can only get a
belly full in the glut. When there is a glut you get
people buying fish at various periods. For the man who
must have his dinner at 5 0’clock, the servant will
buy 4 o’clock fish, but after five or six o’clock the
price drops because the other fellow does not care
what time he gets, and the night fellow who wants
to get a couple to roast and fry some for next day
goes for his any time in the night, because he is
standing by to get them at a penny each.

It is the wealthier man with facilities for stor-
ing that derives the greatest benefit; so if you take
the schedule off, you are killing the person that needs
the protection more than ever. The blame falls on
the fishexrmen, but it is the fish hawkers that supply
th= hotels which can afford to pay all prices for fish.
They are the people who in the hard pzriods when
the fishermen are caiching nothing will give him a
little tip, a little grog, or something to buy lines; so
he is in duty bound to turnoverhis fish to the people
who supply him with lines. They inturn secure them
and put them under the counter to go to the hotels.
They have their privileged customers; so that is the
pattern.

With the hon. junior member for Christ Church,
I cannot quite understand where he is.

Mr, HINDS: To which member is the hon. mem-
ber referring?

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I am sorry,l mean the
hon. juarior member forSt, Peter. I cannot understand
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his stand in this. In one voice he has told me itistoo
low, and in another voice he says to give that fellow
$100 and send him home for good. Ido not expect him
to die within the first two weeks; otherwise he would
be gaining something. But if he is to live for any
length of time and went home with $100 and with noth-~
ing else to go by, he could only live for four weeks at
$25; so he would be in a bad way.

Mr, HINDS: On a point of order,lam just invit-
ing the Minister not to perpetuate the keepinz of false
records,

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: With the pattern of the
fishing industry in Barbados, you camnot keep any
records. I want to be frank about this, This is nothing
that I have instigated in Barbados.Icantell you bet-
ter by gusss where fish is being caught and around
what parishes, and 1 can average better what is
caught from my own records than any that can be
supplied in this country.Iknow all the bays and I only
have to go around and have a chatwith the boys, and
1 would know more of what is going on than caa be
provided by records, because some fish is sold on the
beach, some is sold by the hundred onthe beach and
never reach the market, and there are beaches where
there are no records kept at all. An amount is sold
on the whaxr{, aswell as at Browne’s Beach that never
reach the market, and that is whylam saying it is a
joke to talk about records. This is nothing this Gov~
ernment has instituted, This is what we inherited,
and it is the same with the people at the little fish
sheds. It was not the Democratic Labour Party that
instituted this idea. It is a matter that as Minister
of Fisheries I feel it is a hardship on these people,
and the only thing I can do to relieve them is to seek
to give them a little pittance more, and this is what
I am doing. I have the greatest sympathy for them
because I know what is in the industry.

Mr. Chairman, people ask why the fisherman can-
not sell his fish in the same way that the fish seller
does to make money. People do not realise that
many of these men walk out of the theatre at night
and get into their boats and do not come back in until
5 o’clcok or 6 o’clocknextevening., They do not work
eight hours and then get time-and-a-half! The time-
and-a-half they get is when they come in with nothing,
and with wet shirts and hungry bellies have to go
back out and toil for the next day. They can put in
twenty hours a day for nothing. Very often after such
long period they have not got enoughto buy a pack of
cigarettes. People do not understand how they oper-
ate. When they come in they are only too glad o turn
over their catch and try and get home to get a little
sleep so that by 10 o’clock or 11 o’clock they can be
off again.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr., Chairman, I appreciate
the long explanation which the Hon. Minister gave,
but I want this to go on record. The Minister has not
replied to me. I had no word to say against the fish-
ermen or the boat owner. The burden of my conten-
tion was certain discriminatory practices that I
brought before this House in relation tothe ordinary

purchaser being discriminated against by the fish
vendor at the public market. I sald that this state of
affairs should cease.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr, Speaker, I did not
accuse the hon. senior member for St. Peter of
accusing the fishermen, This is one of the reasons
why I said that most of the fish are sold by fish ven-
dors who collect the fish for hotels and various
persons, and I say it is unfortunate that the poor
fishermen are accused. The public ingeneral throws
the blame on the fisherman, but the hon. member has
stated that it is the fish seller who would discrimin-
ate. What I was drawing forcibly to the hon. member
is that if a person calls the Police, he would never
be able to get fish again, not only from that particu-
lar person, but from any of them. If there are fifty
persons in the market and youa get a bad name from
having notified the Police or created a problem for
them, you would have to eat your money; you could
not even buy a sprat. The only time you could get
something was when fish was plentiful; but as long
as the demand is greater than the supply, you were
not going to get any. Youwould be taboo. This is done
in all markets.

Mz, HUSBANDS: Mr, Chairman, am I to under-
stand that the stage is now reached that a certain
type of buyer of fish must forever be satisfied to face
a situation where he can be discriminated against
when he offers to buy fish at the normal scheduled
price at a public fish market? Isthis state of affairs
one that cannot be remedied? Am I to understnd
from the Minister that the situation is ahopeless one
now and for all time? Am I to be given that assur-
ance?

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: Mr, Chairman, I have
mentioned that this is a matter for the Police or
Price Control people whenhawkers sell commodities
above the scheduled price, and the Government, not
only to keep prices under control, but to keep weizins
under control have installed scales in the fish mar-
kets that people can buy and make sure in the pre-
sence of the Police or Market Constables that they
have their due weight, because the big cry in this
country is notonly paying high prices, buthigh prices
for short weight.

Mr. HUSBANDS: May I ask if it is a function of
the Market Constable to see to it that prospective
buyers will not only be safeguarded when it comes to
getting their due weight, but also that they would be
safeguarda=d against buying from rash and avaricious
vendors at prices far above the schedule?

5.45 p.m.

In other words, could not the Market Constable
have greater powers granted to him in order that he
may protect the buying public? Is that hopeless? Can
we not have a little imzgination when it comes to de-
fending our own people? Must we sit supinely by and
say that this condition is lrremediable, that nothing
can be done about it, and give up in despair? I think
that we have more brains and imagination thanto be-
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lieve thatthisis irrevocable, that we have to sit under
it and we canneverhope that there will be some im-
provement. Is the fish vendor such a powerful man in
this community that he can hold up the buying public
to ransom? Must we be satisfied with that?

The question that Head 48 stand part of the Schedule

was put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

ANNEXED ESTIMATES - POSTOFFICE

Annexed Estimates — Post Office — was called.

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Chairman, I beg to
move that Annexed Estimates - Post Office - stand
part of the Schadule.

Hon, A. DaC, EDWARDS: I beg to second that,

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Chairman, I would like to find
out this from the Hon. Minister. In view of the fact
that the Post Office has vehicles and I see them with
vans too, I would like to ask if it is cheaper to con-
tinue to do the country work by contractor if it would
not be cheaper for them to own their own vehicles. I
could understand if they did not have any vehicles at
all, butthey have a certain number of vehicles. What
is the reason for their keeping a number of vehicles
and contracting the other work?

Hon. N. W, BOXILL: As far as I know, the Post
Oifice has no vans. The Post Office hasone ortwo
trucks, and these are for bringing the mail down here.
This is something which has been going on for quite
a long time. I have often wondered about it myself,
but, on veflection, I think that the set-up might be a
better one. The work is done by contract, and the Con-
tractor seems to be doing the job pretty well. It has
been done so for quite some time. Of course, this
does not mean that the matter cannot be looked into,
but, at the moment, I think that the operation of doing
the work by contract is much better than if the Gov-
ernment owned these vans themselves.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, Iwould
like to ask the Minister on what basis is this amount
arrived at, Five years is a long time. Is there any
sliding scale? Suppose the contractors or the con-
tractees say that the price of gasolene has gone up
and the price of tyres has gone up, wages have gonz
up and the contract is not paying! Would you pay
them more?

Hon. N. W, BOXILL: According to the Agree-
ment, there is a Clause which says, justas you have
a contract for building - the people say that this
contract is for so much and so much according to the
price then. If the prices go up, we have to agree to
pay accordingly. If the price of machinery thatwe
order from England goes up, we have to pay for it
because we want it. The samse thing goes with the
contract. If the contractor comes in with an un~
reasonable demand, by all means we say ‘‘No'’, and
We go to arbitration, If the contractor. can bring spe-
cific reasons showing that the price of accessories
has gone up, the price of gasolene has gone up, the

Barbados Workers® Union is asking for more wages,

and so on, and he has to pay more wages, that is in
the Agreement.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, Ido not
wish for a moment to be misunderstood. I am not
pleading their cause, far from it. I am strongly ob-
jecting to making a contract for five years; it is too
far ahead for any Government contract.

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr, Chairman, the reason
for this is simple. It would be unfairto ask a man to
put himselfto all of this expense in acquiring all these
vehicles, getting people to drive them and just giving
him a ons-year contract. That is ridiculous. After
all, he is not sure that he can recoup his losses. This
is something like running a newspaper. There is no
newspaper which has ever started off and made money
in the first six months. You must start ofi operating
in the red. After six months, you will notice that you
are still operating in the red, but the red is becom-
ing pink and, as you go on, you start making money.
The same thing happens with these people. I do not
think that they really make any money for the first
year. It is by having the contract ovar a period of
years that they see where they can cut and pinch here
and there. They really do not make this big amount
of profit. This is one of these fancy things that peo-
ple want to ingratiate themselves with the Govern-
ment, so that later on when something bigger comes
up, they can say: ‘I have been doing so-and-so; I
gave my services and therefore I am expecting to
get this for so-and-so®’., That is all it is.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I am
asking the Minister whether the cost of running such
vans as the Post Office has made him feel that they
should not continue with that system. After all, what
is the good of preaching that you a-e a Socialist and
then go out to private enterprise at every coaceiv-
able moment! I am choosing my language very care-
fully; I am not just making a platform speech or
anything of the sort. If it is worthwhile kezping such
vans as we have now, is it not worthwhile to get more
vans and not give anything out on private contract?

Hon. N. W. BOXiLL: Mr., Chairman, I find that
politics really gets one into some funny positions,
Here it is, this is something which the Democratic
Labour Party came and found being initiated either
by the Barbados Labour Party, or the Party which
was in power before. This is something which has
been going on from the time that we had a Post Of-
fice; but the Leader of the Opposition, who was the
Leader of the Government for over seventeen years,
is now asking me if I do not think that this could be
done better. Wity did he not think that it could have
been done beiter when he held the Portfolio? Of
course, he had the Portfolio, but he did not know what
was going on in his Ministry. It is only now that you
are getting Ministers who know what is going on in
their Ministries. I hear people talking about Perma-
neant Szcretaries running the Ministries, but thatisa
big joke. No Permanent Secretary can run any Minis-
try for anybody on this side of the Government. All of
us run our Ministries; in fact, they say that we rua
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them with an ironhand, butIdo not mind that, as long
as I get things done for the people. The point is that
this thing has been going on for the last - God in
Heaven knows how long. They themselves discovered
that it was more economical to do it in this way. 1
am only carrying on what I came and found, but the
Leader of the Opposition, who said that he was repre-
senting the people of Barbados for the last tweaty
years, does not know this until now that I am the
Minister of Comnmunications and Works! Do youmean
to say that I am the first Minister that Barbados ever
had? it is true that I am the first feal Minister of
Coramunications and Works, the first real Minister
apart from the two hon. members here. With the
Barbados Labour Party you did not really have any
Minister, because they had two Ministers represen-
ting St. Thomas and they did not have any light in
Porey Spring, but I went and got light in Porey Spring
for the people

Mr. SMITH: My, Chairman, I asked the Hon.
Minister a question and I do not think that he has an-
swered me. The Minister is now patting himself on
the back and says that the only Minister which the
Government had was himself. I wondzr how he thinks
that that sounds! He is talking about the last Gov-
ernment doing this and he is only carryon where we
left off. This is what the Note says: ‘‘The Yellow
Transport Co., Limited was awarded a contract on
16th March, 1968, for the conveyance of mails bz-
tween the Genzral Post Office and District Post Of-
fices for a period of five years from lst April, 1968,
to March, 1973, at the rare of $21,500 per annum.

The provision of $18,000 will therefore be in-
adequate to meet expenditure in respect of the con-
veyance of Inland Mails to the end of th=2 current
financial year, and supplementary provision of

$3,600,00 is required to fulfil the conditions of the
new contract.’’
5.55 p.m.

I take it now that this is an increase. They have
awarded the contract for more mouey. That is how
I understand it from the Addendum. It would appear
that the last contractor did not make money; he gave
it up, or he did not want it, or the present one ten-
dzred for more and the Tenders Committee gave it
to the person who tendered for the most. You are
asking now for more money to fulfil the contract,
You have awarded a new contract for more money,
I would like to know if the last contractor tendered
for the contract, if it was taken from him, of if the
new contractor got it because he was a nice boy
friend or something of the sort. It is now my duty to
ask these questions, because you are asking for an
increase of $3,600.

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Chairman, according
to what I have on the file, thiswas the Tender Notice
that went out in the Barbados Advocate and the Daily
News:

“Tenders are invited for the conveyance of mail
by motor transport, from the District Post Offices
to the General Post Office and for a return service

from the General Post Office to the aforesaid Dis-
trict Post Offices. The conveyance of mail will not be
required on Sundays and Public Holidays.

2. The successful Tenderer will have to provide
suitable vehicles (containing locked Posting Boxes)
to the satisfaction of the Post Mastexr General for the
exclusive us2 of the Post Office. The vehicles must
be closed and have bodies of the following dimen-
sions - 5ft 10 inches long; 4 ft. wide; 4 ft. 2 inches
high (approximately 97 cubic feet in capacity).

3. Four vehicles will normally be inuse, but two
extra vehicles must be supplied for uss in emer-
gencies, or during the Christmas season, or for the
conveyance of supplementary mails. The vehicles
must be painted with the prescribed Post Office red
enamel and suitably lettered in black paint “*POST
OFFICE MAILS"* with the crown immediately after
these words.”’

This is the Tender Notice that went out. Formerly
Robert Thom. Ltd., usad to do the work, but I do not
know what happened. I know that they were not too
keen in carrying on; I do not know whether it was due
to the fact that they had sold out. Anway, Yellow
Transport Co. Ltd., showed interest and submitteda
tender for the work. Their tender was cheaper at the
time than what Robert Thom Ltd., had been doing
the job for, and that is how Yellow Transport Co.
Ltd., got the work.

The hon. member asked whether somebody got
the contract because he was somebody’s friend, andI
want to make things explicitly clear onthe floor of
this House., When tendzrs are advertised, such as
these have been advertised, the Minister has abso-
lutely no say in the matter until the Tenders Com-
mittee maXkes adecision and submits it to the Minister
who would then agres with the decision of the Com-
mittee. If he does not agree with it, he has to take
the matter to the Cabinet and he must have an ex-
tremely good reason why he is going against the de-
cisioa of the Tenders Committee. Do not let anybody
fool himself that a Minister can pass on something
to his friend because he cango athis home and drink
rum. This is done strictly above-board.

If people want to question the Tenders Commit-
tee, that is a matter for them. It has absolutely
nothing to do with me or with any Minister for that
matter. 1 do not even know who are the members of
the Tenders Committee. I may know some of them.
The Tenders Committee makes adecision after going
through things with a fine-tooth comb; the matter is
then submitted to the Ministry responsible for the
Notice; the Permanent Secretary and Assistant Se-
cretary will go through it with another fine-tooth
comb to see if there is any discrepancy, and the mat~
ter is then submitted to the Minister for acceptance.
If the Minister does not want to accept the decision,
he must have extremely good reasons to take the
matter to the Cabinet. He cannot go to the Cabinet
with any tomfoolery, because it would not be accepted.
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Do not let anybody in here try tomislead people,
by saying that a Minister can give a contract to his
friend. As a matter of fact, I only knew that the Yel~
low Transport Co. Ltd. was run by Hunte by the way.
I do not know if there is anythingelse the hon. mem-
ber wants to know.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, it would appearthat
the hon, Minister wants to tell me something that I
did not ask for. I have not accused any Minister or
anybody, because I know how things are being done.

Hon, N. W, BOXILI: Mr. Cha‘rman, if the hon.
member will give way, I wouldlike to clazify a soint.
The hon., member said that he wanted io know how
this contract was givea to the Yellow Transport Co.
Ltd., and whether somebody gave the contract to his
friend. That is why I got up and made things ex-
piicitly clear,

Mr. SMITH: Mr, Chalrman, you havz the Tean-
de rs Cominiitee. Are you telling me that the membars
of the Tend2rs Committee doaothave friends?I have
not accused the Minister of having a friend or any-
thing of the sort. It is my right to ask questions. Since
you do not want me to ask questions, I now want to
know what was Robert Thom’s tender and what was
the Yellow Transport’s teader. You should be in a
posizion to tell me the amouit each person tendered
for. Since you are casting aspersions at me, and you
want peopie to think that 1 am doubting you, you will
have to aiswer what I waat to know. I did not accuse
you of giving any friend a particular contraci, be-
caase I know, if you had it in your power to give out
the coutrazt, who would get it, and it would not be
Yel_ow Transport,

Mr, Chairman, I waat to know what Robert Thom
tendere for the coutract; what Yellow Transport ten-
dered for the contract; and what other people ten-
dered for the contract. If I were a Minister and a
member ol the Opposition asked me for tha: infor-
mation, I would have given it to him without geiting
angry.

Mr, HINDS: Mz, Chaivinan, this Resolutionis
for the couveyance of in‘and mail. I wonder if the
Minister can tell us the reason for a post box at
Vauxhall, Christ Church, beinz marked ‘‘U.S. Mail®’.
It tells the hours when it should be cleared like all
other post boxes. I went there and saw it with my own
eyes,

6.05 p.m.,

T weat there and saw it myself and I photograpirad
it.

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Chairma iy I have
warned the hon. member on several occasions about
this kind of nonsense. Here it is: he goes to Vauxhall
and sees a postbox marked ‘‘U.S. Mail®’. It is his duty
to ask me then when I would be able to get the infor-
mation; but he comes to the House and asks me now.
To tell the iruth, I do not know why it should be
marked “U.S. Mail*’,

Mr. HINDS: On a point of oxder, Iweat to Vaux-
hall, Christ Church, about 11 o’clock one night.
Should 1 have asked aim then?

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: I do not want to know what
time he was in Vauxhall or what he was doing up
there. Are you sure you were just going to look at
the postbox? Thers are a lot of cart roads in Vaux-
halll Why did the hon. membsr not call me the next
day and ask about this? I do not know about a postbox
being marked “‘U.S. Mail’’ unless some vandal painted
that on it.

Mr. HINDS: It is imprinted on the piate.

Hon. N. W. BOX!LL: The Postmaster General
is not in here, but I will find out and 4211 the hon.
memix >, I do not see why a postbox in Barbados
should be marked ‘‘U.S, Ma‘1’’, because, as far as I
know, the letter boxes are made specifically in Eng-
land and hat is why they cost so much money, and
when they come here they have to be erected under a
Post Oftice Act. Exactly where is this located? Aad
is it M-A-I-L or M-A-L-E? I will have to go and
sece for myself,

In reply to the houn. seniormember for S:. Jose ph
there wers :wo tenders, one from the Courtesy
Geruge Ltd. for $24,000 and one from Yellow Trans-
port for $21,600, and the contract, as I said before,
was awarded to Yellow Transport,

Mr, J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, some
time ago 1 asked a guastion ahout a ten cent stamp.
It seems that the Ministry of Communications, when
ihey see questions cowming from the senior member
for 5t. Thomas; even though they know they are well-
founded, believe they are pleasing the Minister by
submitting foxr his consideration oblique, evasive or
otherwise unsatisfactory answers, The Mi-ister
knows quite well, Mx, Chairman, that a ten cent stamp
would be a gveat boon to the comme zial public. The
Minister’s written answer was not exactly what the
Minister sail. The Minister was very helpiul on the
occasion when the business of the ten cen: stamp
came up, so long as he got away from the meaning
of the word “‘frank’’, which Idare say he will not use
again. He recognised thai there was a ne=d for a ten
cont stamp, but 1 would be glad to hear when we are
getting a new issue of stamps. I think he sught to tak>
the public into his confidence.

In 1930 when Bahidos had its first pictorial
stanps, *he then Colonial Secwstary, Mr. Perowne,
initiated a search for stampdesigns and so on. I know
the “tamp Committee is dning very good work. I am
glad to hear they are putting the Lion ar Gun Hill and
other things like that on stamps. You, Mz, Chairman,
would e glad ‘o hear that the Lion at Gun Hill is go~
ing on Stamps, no doubt to comme morite the duty that
he dii for the Democratic Labour Pasty ia the 1956
election with the School Meals Service; but tha: apart,
[ think that appointing an Adviso ry Committee is not
enough. You must tell the pubiic what you are doing,
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The public may conceivably have one or two ideas
that the Stamp Advisory Committee may not get. We
ought to hear when the new issue of stamps is coming
out and whether there will be a ten cent stamp for
which there is a very greatdemand. Iestimate that a
ten cents stamp would be used more thaa any other
denomination except a three cent or four cent stamp.

I think the Minister should take this opportunity
to explain why it is the las® two stamp issues pro-
misad for Barbados havz not come out on the ap-
pointed date. Their issue has had to be adjourned
for a couple of weaks. Also again, since they say this
is the Post Office, why can't they get some proper
designs for the stamps? The absurd stamp with the
radar antenna ontopof a sugar mill looks neither like
a mill nor the aatenna like an antenna! The Minister is
telliny us something as well, Mr. Chairman, about
the Courtesy Garage and Yellow Traasport and their
troubjes. Personally Ihave no quarrel withthis Reso-
lution. I understand the Yzllow Transport tendered
quite low.

Hon., N. W, BOXILL: Mz, Chairman, in reply to
the hon, member, I would say that he did not exactly
act fairly., Now he knows as wellasI do that when he
asked the question about the ten cent stampthat I said
we would investigate the possibility of bringing outa
ten ceat sta:np. All these things we weve going into,
but bringing out a stamp is not anything you do be-
cause you can bring it out, and I could not disagree
with th2 hon, member more thanwhen he said that the
stamp commemorating the World Meteorological Of-
fice with the sugar m:ll and the anienna was an ugly
stamp. To me it is a very beautiful and attractive
stamp; it depends on how you look at it. I waat the
hon. member to understand that if all of us looked
through the same eyes, some of us weuld not be mar-
ried yet. I do agrze, however, that the public needs to
be brought in; but we donot keepthis stamp business
as something secret, playing clos2 to our chest, liks
somebody playing rummy or poker. Asfarasl know,
we go to the Press and always let the Public know that
a stamp issue would be out on such-and-sucha date;
but what has happened to the stamp issue that we had
to postpone is thatwe have :x0 control over the prin-
ters, and sometimes the Crown Agents agrez that
the printers will get the stamps ready in time. Almost
everybody uses Lz Rue; I think he prints for Harri-
son's too. He Iis good aund everybody looks for the
best. Barbados is a small place. Let us say that we
wanted 259,000 stamps and the United States want
250 million; it is evideat that he is going to concen-
trate on the 25) million, because this is big busi-
ness. Sometimes they give us a date and w2 2xpect
the stamps at such-and-such a time, and we inform
the philatelists that the stamps ave coming out, be-
cause it is the first day covers thar people would be
catching at, and then we get a cable saying that we
would have to postpone the date, because so-and-so
has happeaed. It may be a strike, oxr s.»:n2hody did not
gzt to the shipping ageat or the plane in time to send
these stamps. These are matters over whichwe have
no control, and we are sorry when these things hap-
pen and apologise to the general public.

6.15 p.m.

I know how the general public feel about this, but
these are things which we cannot really do anything
about at the moment,

The question that Annexed Estimates — Post Office —
stand part of the Schedule was put and resolved in the affirm-

ative without division.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mz, Chairman, I think that in
coasequence of decision of the Cominittee earlier
today, it now becomes necessary to amend the word-
ing of this Resolution. I therefore beg to move that
the figures ‘‘26,193" be substituted for the figures
‘‘$33,618"", With the Resolution so amended, I beg to
move thai this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to s=cond that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 1368-69 No.35

A Resolution for the sum of $29,130 was called.

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS -
PURCHASE OF PROPERTY

Hon, J. C., TUDOR: Mr, Cha‘rman, hon. mem-
bers will see that this provision is only being asked
for because it is a re-vote. The Addendum explains
that it is in conntection with the purchase of a property
and of course, for the furnishing and equipment of this
property as a residence for the Barbados High Com-
missioner in Ottawa. The sum of $15,495 Canadian,
remained unspent at the end of the financial year
1967-68, and accordingly lapsed. The Resolution
therefore s=eks to supplementthis as a revote so that
the matter may be finalised.

I beg td move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon, G. G, FERGUSSON: [ beg to second that.

The question that this Resolution do now pass was put

and resolved in the affirmative without division.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1968-69 No.36

MIN{STRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS -
INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATIONS

A Resolution for the sum of $73,501 was called.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairinan, this Resolu-
tion seeks suppiementary provision for anew Itemin
this year's Estimates, namely, Item 63A - Indepen-
dence Celebrations. Hon, members will already havz
seen from the Addendum, first of all, what activities
are proposed forthe national celebrations this year,
and they will also see thatcertain sumsare required
to bz spent in respect of these activities., There are
performances by the Grand Airican Bzllet of Guinea
on Friday, 2%ta November, 1968; the display of de-
corations and illuminationsetc; a special programme
for school child-en at their schools; free daacing at
the several Community Centres; a concert by the
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United States Navy Steel band at the Speightstown
Esplanade; the Prime Minister’s reception; a special
grant of $1 in that week to each Old Age Peasioner;
the observance of Sunday, lst December, as a Na-
tional Thankgiving day; the provision of special fare
to the inmates of the several Government Insti-
tutions and, of course, the receptions held by the
erseas Missions.

It is impossible for me to anticipate what ques-
tions hon. membe rs-will ask; but if they ask any ques-
tions, I will do my best to answerthem. I beg to move
that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon., C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I shall
endeavour to ask the Hon, Leader of the House ques-
tions which he should readily be able to answer. I
wish to assare him before I ask any questions that I
am not trying to tie himupin any respect, but purely
bzcause I consider that these things should be givean.
How much, for iastince, does the performances by
this Grand Ballet come to? Presumably we are bring-
ing them from England. Ars they there now? I have
forgotten wher= they are supposad o be. How much
do these performances cosi? Pzrhaps the hon. mem-
ber will answer quastion by question.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Yes,Icananswerthis, I take
it that the hon. member means the Balle:. This is go-
ing to cost $10,000 B.W.I. and they are giving an
afternoon performaunce lasting approximately one anl
a half hours to school children, and this performance
will be free to Government in considaration of the
Government’s contribation of $10,000, Then thay are
giving an evening performance lasting approximately
two and a quarters hours; this will be givea to all
adults and this will be run commexrcially by Cele-
brity Concerts. The point is thai apparenily, this
Ballet Company is regarded in Guinea asCivil Ser-
vaits, and our understanding is that whzenever they
appear in countries wherz the majority of the popu-
lation is Africanorof African decent, they are to give
a concert, which is an open concert, for school chil-
dren, students and what not. In other words, they are
giving two concerts, and one must be {or students and

young people, and it must be an open concert. I do

not kaow if this answers the hon. member’s question,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I should like to askthe
Hon. Leader of the House what are the outstanding
commitments in respect of the 1966 celebrations and,
naturally, as a sort of supplementary to that, are
we to look forward to outstanding commitments to be
paid for for this year’s coming celebrations? Why
has this been held over since 19667

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Chairman, the hon. mem-
ber will remember that I said last year when we
were dealing with this Resolution thai there were
some unpaid bills, accounts for which evenupto that
point, had not come in or, in some cases, had not
been finalised. This sum of $8,000 is made up as
follows: Outstanding commitments for air fares in-
curred in connection with the 1966 celebratinns,

$7,409 as well as the money prices and scrolls for
the winners of the Anthem and Flag Competitions.
That is how this sum is made up.

6.25 p.m.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, in spite
of what I said at thz beginning,lam going to ask this
question now: ls Government seriously considering
that in all our circumstances — the answers they
give when asked: ‘“Why are you doing so-and-so?
Where is the money to come from?’’ =- it is justifi-
ahle to spend $60,000 on annivevsary celebrations
two years after Indepeadence, and do they propose,
if in office, to do the same thing next year — to come
to the House for another $60,000 for celebrations?
I take the figure of $60,000, so as to leave out the
outstanding payments for 1966 and 19567.

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Chairman, the hon.
member will find that we are not at variance with
him here. As a matter of fact, inthis year in respect
of these celebraiions we had a long, hardiook at thz
whole exercise, and ths Cabinet quite frankly decided
that every year was not necessarily the time to make
a splash or to do big things from year to year. We
thought that, perhaps, every second year, every third
year, or every fourth year,; >r every fifth year, the
whole population should be involved in the celebra-
tions to a greater extent than in the interventing
years, and wherever possibiz on the oif years, so to
speak there should be a cutting dowin >f expenditu=z.

I will tell the hon. member this. Youwill notice
that we never put this kind ofthing in the Estimates,
because we feel that Government ought to have an
opportunity to prinounce on these matters, and this
is why we bring it by way of a supplementary, The
puint is certainly well tak2n that it is a large sum,
and we have to be more prudent in these matters
and not outlay this tremendous expenditure every
year.

I may also say this before I sit down on this
point. At the end of the last celebrations, I gav2
instructions that an inventory should bz made of the
flags, bunrings and decoratioas, which we used which
were not damagzed and were still in good order so
that undama;ied equipment could be used again and
again. This will give hon, members an indication of
how concerned we were about this matter. Itake his
point, and 1 am quite sure that next year there will
be a great effort to cut down on this,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, onthis
particular point about decorations, does not the hon.
Minister feel that the Government should do every
little about that and leave it to the householdzrs to
do? Let the money come out of the householders’
pockets. Whoever wants to celebrate, let him fly
a flag.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: My, Chairman, I do not
agree with 5im here. In the case of a National Cele-
bration, it would be axpected that the public authori~
ties would decorate streets, would put up a certain
amouat of buntings, flags and shields on Government

st
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builiings, or semi-Government buildings, and do
some flood-lighting. Naturally, we would like to
encourazz householders to put up more flats, We
would like to encourage this, but we cannot say that
the householde rs should do it and the Govz:mment do
very little or nothing. We have to strike a balance,
and we hope that patriotic sentiment would 50 carry
the day thathouseholderswill view against one anoth-
er in putting up flags and buatings on their proper-
tles., Something should obviously be done by the
Government,

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, does
the Minister feal that that should apply only to Gov-
ernment buildings? After all, if it were not for the
Minister, perhaps not the Ministe v bui his colleagues,
would not householders all over the Island tonight
be celebrating Guy Fawkes Day ouat of thezir own
pockets, instead of asking Goverument to go to the
Garrison to do it? My poiat is, if you are going to
celebrate, you will look upon it like Christmas; you
will have to spend money that you would not spend
otherwise. What 1 want to stress strongly is this.
If you decorated this building, wha* about the Other
Place? That would be Goverumant expenditue, but
when it comes to flags and other decorations it should
22 left to the householder.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, as far as I
can remember, both for Indepzadence itself as well
as for the anniversary celebrations last yea- the
commercial houses did, on their own, putupdecora-
tions and spend their own money, andIexpect that they
will do this again. Houscholdars did do this to some
ex:2at last year on their oww. I hope the hon. Mem-
ber will realise that, although this level of e xpenditure
may conceivably be too high, the Government must,
I repeat ‘‘must’’, make soms outlay in a matter like
this even if it is only $23,200.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mz, Chairmen, it does
not strictly arise out of this Resolution, Sir, but in-
asmuch as I mentioned Guy Fawies Day, would the
hon. Minister promise to remove all bans and re-
strictions ou people who want to use afew fireworks
tonight?

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mz, Chairman, the homn.
member should have told me about this before, Inas-
much as I would like to accommodate him in a matter
like this where there cannot be strong feelings, giv-
ing me less than an hour’s notice maXkes it impossi-
ble for me to accommodate him.

Mz, HINDS: Mr, Chairman, this is a Resolution
for $73,501. I want to say, firstly, that, after almost
two years of Indepeadence, there is not enough
evidence that the nationalist spirit has caught oa in
Barbados. That might be partly because of the atti-
tude of the Governmeni ln power to the extent of
setting up their various Committees to przpa= for
Independence Celebrations.

Now, 1 feel onthe othex point, Mr. Chairman, that
Independence Celebrations, this being our 3zcond
year, could be a one-day affair. That would e

enough. 1 feel that the Goverament is doing, or
attempting to do, too much in certain respects. One
dirsction in which the Government is not doing
enough is in encouraging people to work. I do not
suggest for a singls moment that they should not
be encouraged to spree and o fete, as the case may
be, but definitely the Governmant has not given that
incentive, o urge to people to work.

6.35 p.m.

Hon., J. C. TUDOR:. Mz, Chairinan, if the hon.
membar would give way, I suppos: he realises that
the Bank Holiday is only on the Saturday; there is
no other public holiday,

Mr, HINDS: Now let us look at it in th> ligh: of
the Oid Age Pensioners, Mr. Chalrman. We are going
to spend $73,501 in this instance, Would it not
have shown the Government in a very good light if
they really wanted to send the splritof independenc:
into even the old foik, since this is the second year
of Independence and they gave the 0ld age pensioners
on2 dollar last year, to decide to give them iwo
dollars this year? At least, it would have made them
feel that they had been living oninthe hope of getting
something.

Mz, Chairman, I well remember the annual
celebrations and our Empire Day Celebrations and the
procedures that were adopied then. I remember
learning about Britain being the mistress of the seas
and the Lend of Hope and Glory; but wha: strikes me
most forcibly at this moment is that the Government
must be biamed for notinits trizst and fullest sense
putting it as plainly as it ought to be put beisre the
children that the march to Indepeadence really and
tr dy covered a period of 300 years. Although I do
not pretend to know the words of the present National

themn, I still recall somewhere this reference
to three hundred years of this and that. It might be
mexrely for vote-catching reasons that you would
hear Government membars ontheir platforms niaking
it appear as if the part playad by our ancestors ought
to be forgotten.

I remembar that it was some time after World
War II tha: Major Cecil Noott came to Barbados.
School children previous to thathad beenencoursged
into play-acting and the singing of songs, some of
which I have referred to, but I rememberthat Major
Noott did much to encourage what was then called
the League of Empire to have our children take
part in programme and projects which brought to
light 1oth the history and the geog raphy of Barbados.
Program 1es arranged for Empire Day in those days
had an enjoyment value; after Major Noott's coming,
the enjoyment va'ue “vas retained, but it weat further
and the programme ihen arranged had a cultural
development value adied as well, Inthis programme
which has been arvaag:>d here, thexrz2 is not much to
tell us oxr remind us oxr make us feel that we as a
people have a cluture. We appreciate very muchthis
Grand African Ballet pexformance, particula:zly when
we learn of the troupe coming from Guinza. That in
itself means something to me, as I feel happy to be
part and parcel of any such undertaking; but we have

e i A A A B 1
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not during our past two years seen anything to tell
us much, except for higher taxation, an increased
cost of living, lower moral standards, dictatorship
and things of that sort, which sf:en inakesus wonder
whather in truth and in fact we have rid ourselves
from Colonial rule to be under adictator, These are
things we have :to ponder from time o time.

As to the Grand African Ballet, Iunderstood *he
Minister to say that Celebrity Concerts will be re-
sponsibie, I am to ask whether this Celebrity Con-
cert is comprised of Cyril Shaw aud Joe Tudnr, I
think they operate under such a name.

Hon. J. C. TJUDOR: If the hon. member wou'd
give way, we have had dealings oaly with a Mr.
Stephen Hill in this rzspect.

6.45 p.m,

Mr, HINDS: I would still liks :he Minister to
investigate whether or not Mr, Cyril Shaw is asso-
clated with Celebrity Concerts — Mr. Cyril Shaw
from Trinidad and Guyana. I warn now that if he is
associated with it, you havz got to do a lot to let ths
people of Barbados know thar it is ot a fake some-
thing which is being put on. That is my reason ‘or
urging that you investigate that. I wonder what is
this special programme for school children at their
schools on Friday, 29th November, I wonder if the
Government is going to distribuze, on this secoad
anniversary of Independence, a type of medal or
badge or something to the children, but not a medal
or badge bearing the image of the Prime Minister
or any of the good-looking faces on that side which
is the nearest to duppies. (Laughter).

I see here = Idonotunderstand this and perhaps
the Minister would explain it — “‘Provision of special
fare to the inmates of the severa! Government Insti-
tations.’’ I see also that your Overseas Missions are
at it again. I am sure you will agres thai the time is
swif'ly approaching when you must decide to with-
draw most of these Overseas Missions and help at
least the poor pezople who want houses through the
Housing Loans and such Agencies.lam asling you to
go into this matter and make it abundantly clear that
if we are spared to be here on the next occasion, there
will be no approach to this kind of money to be spent
on anything called Indepe adsnce Celebrations, becaus=
in truth and in fact it means absolutely nothing to
the people of Barbados. You can go from street
corner o street corner, and in ihe countrydistricis
you will see people assembling in zroups of three
four, five and six and they are just talking to each
other; they do not know how to combat the high cost
of living. We are urging on the Government to take
all of these things into consideration when it comes to
speading $73,501 on Indepeadence Celebrations. Mr,
Chairman, I have bean implored to come home and so
I do now.

Hon, J. C. TUDOR. Mr, Chalrman, let me ang-
wer the points which have been raised Dy the last
hoa. member. Firstly, about Mr. Cyril Shaw. All our
dealings in this matter have been with Mr. Stephen
Hill who is the Dirsctor of the Celebrity Concerts

Caribbzan, whose Headquarters are in Kingston,

Jamaica, We have had no dealings with anybodyelse
but him, and i1 s absence he has been very well
represented by Mrs, John Wickham. The special fare
for children will take the form of a ceremony dsvised
by the Ministry of Education, and it is designed to
bring home to children in a simple but yet direct
way, the meaning of the day, its significance for them
as young citizens and for the country., (Mr, HINDS:
Why would you not give the Old Age Pensioners $2
instead of $1 in this second year?) We like to think
about that. It is not that we wouldnot do so; it is jist
that it has not been thought of, and perhaps that
should be a2xamined.

The question that this Resolution do now pass was put

and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Hoa, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I begto move
that you do now report the passing of five Resolutions
in Committee of Supoly,

Hon, C. #. TAi.MA: 1 beg to second that.
The question was put and resolved in the affirmative with-

out division.

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER resumed the

Chair and reported accordingly.

On separate motions of Hon. I. C. TUDOR, seconed by
Hon, C. E. TALMA, the Resolutions passed in Committee were

read a first and second time and agreed to.

THE ADJOURNMENT

Hona. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I do not pro-
pose to do any more Government Business today,
As the Hon. Minister of Fina: e intimated last week,
he would like to take the second reading of the new
Income Tax Bill next Tuesday, and I hopz that hon.
members will be ready to do that. Itis an important
Bill and, of courss, a very long Bill; and if hon.
members would consent to do the second reading as
intimated, we would not necessarily press the Com-
mittee stage on that day, unless, of course, this was
the general desire of the House; but we would certain-
ly like to get through with the second reading next
Tiesday. Tais means that there is no Committee of
Supply work next week: there are only three other
Bills, and it is possible that we could do all three
of these short Bills and get them out of the way and
then proceed with the second reading of the Income
tax Bill. I imagine that we will be on the Income Tax
Bill for the whole of Tuesday, As I said, we will not
press for the Committee stage on that day unless it
is the general desire of the House to finish the Bili
on that day, but I hardiy think that that will be done.

I beg to move that this House do now adjourn
until Tuesday next, 12:h November, 1968, at 12 o’clock
{Noon).

Hen. C. E. TALMa: I beg to second that.
6.55 p.m.
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Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I would
like to say to the Le=ader of the House — apparently
he is still Leader of the House — (Hon. J. C. TUDOZX:
Up to now.) — that we say a thing is short and then
we talk and talk. Le: us start with the Secoad Read-
ing of the Income Tax B:ll and forget Private Mem-
bers’ Business and everything else. I think thas will
be the general fezling on this side.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mz, Speaker, do I understand
that you would like as to do e Income Tax Bill next
wz2ek? Most likely there may be Questions to ans-
wer. If the position remains as I have stated, we
could do the Second Reading of the Biil without
pressing to go into Committee on that occasion. 1

suggzest that that could be held overfor aiother con-
venient season.

Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mz, Speaker, ineffect,
a'l I am asking is to forget othzr things, as far as
Government Business is concerned, and just stick
to the Income Tax B:ll, even if we do not finish :t
in its entirety. Sometimes you say thatthisis short,
and somebody gets up and says somathing that you
never thoight of saying.

The question that this House now stands adjourned until
Tuesday of next week at 12 o’clock noon was put and resolved
in the affirmative without division, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned

the House accordingly.

6.58 p.m.






