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HOJSE O F  ASSEMBLY 

Monday, 19th J u l y ,  1971. 

A Special Meeting of the House of Assemblywas 
held at 9.10 a.m. o'clock. 
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PRESENT 

H i s  Honour  Sir J. E. T. BRANCKEK,  Q.C., F.Z.S. ,  
(Speaker); Hon. K ,  N .  R.  HUSBANDS, J.P.; (Minister o f  

Trade,  Tourism, Comn,unity Development and Youth Af fa i rs ) ;  
4 
Hon. C. E. TALMA, (MinisterofHealth andSocia1 Welfare); 

p; Hen. J. C.  T U D O R ,  C.M.G.. M.A., (Leader o f  the House); 

Mr. J, W. C O R B I N ,  J.P.; Hen. G ,  G .  FERGUSSON.  (Minis- 

ter o f  Communications and Works); Mr. R. SLC. WEERES, 

J.P.;  Mr. W. R .LOWE,  J.P.; Hon. N.  W. i 3 0 X I L L ,  (Minister 

o f  Labour, National Insurance and Housing); Mr. J.  B. 

YEARWOOD, J.P ., (Chairman o f  Committees); and Hon. 

A. DaC. EDWARDS, (Minister o f  Agriculture, Science and 
Technology. 

*. 

Prayers were read. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hon. members are  aware that 
this i s  a Special Meeting summoned under the ap- 

o propriate Standing Order. 
u4 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 

1 
Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 

that Standing Orders Nos. 5, 14, 16, 18, 19, 38, 39, 
40 and 45 be suspended for  the remainder of today's 
sitting. 

- .- 
Hen. C. E. TALMA. I beg to second that. 

T h e  question was  put and resolved in the affirmative 

without division. 

Mr. H I N D S ,  Mr. CRAIG and Mr. SPRINGER entered 

the Chamber and took their seats .  

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 

that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the 
House resume Committee of Supply. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
T h e  question u a s  put and r e s o l w d  in the af f irmative 

without diuision, Mr. SPEAKER lelt the Chair and the  

f f o u s e  resumed Committee o f  Supply, Mr.  Y E A R  WOOD in 

the Chair. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1971-72 No. 2 

Head 101 - Ministry o f  Agriculture, Scicnce and 

T~echr to log~ - was called. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Chairman, I think 
that in moving this Head, it is necessary and appro- 
priate for me to explain to the Committee why Gov- 
ernment today is asking that the House approve of a 
grant of $200,000 for the construction of a building at 
St. Cecilia in Passage Road to house asupermarket, 
cold storage etc. by the Barbados National Co- 
operative Development Society. 

Now for some time we have beenconcernedover 
the fact that prices in Barbados especially prices of 
foodstuffs have been getting out of hand. It is sug- 
gested that one of the major reasons for  these high 
prices is the fact that there is very high mark up on 
s.3rne of the comimdities which are  brought in from 
,abroad, and these commodities which perhaps might 
not have been conside red very essential fifteen years 
ago are today considersd very ess-?ntial. It is trua 
that foodstuffs like rice, codfish, cornmeal, flour and 
the like a re  subject to price controls. Things like 
Coopers aerosol and other such items which a r e  
today esssntial and which were 1113: coasldered as 
essential fifteen years ago a re  not subject to price 
controls. It i s  an acceptable practice that supply and 
demand should play an impxtant  part in th~? economy 
of a country in the com~n?rcial  set-up, andno dealer 
is happy about price controls. If a commodity is put 
under control, representation is made to the Minister 
of Trade every day asking fo r  a higher mark-up o r  
asking to de-control the particular item. Th, a r e  
i t e n s  ahich come into the country which, i f  price 
contra1 is placed on them, one would have to be 
changing the price control every two o r  three weeks 
o r  every mclnth. We had a situation like this with 
English potatoes a!mut eight months ago and we also 
had a situation like this with pickled meat. Hon. mem- 



ber s  will remember the m'my art icles  in the press  
and the numtvr of le t te rs  that the Provision and 
Wh3lesale Merchants Assxia t ion  made to the press, 
and the many visits they paid the Ministry asking for  
a d:-controlling 3f these item:;. 

Now there are some of us who have had some- 
thing to do with shops and we can appreciate the fact 
that it is costly, and time-consuming to be placing 
price control on an  item every time a new shipment 
comes into the country, because these people repre- 
sented that meat from say, Eyre and other places 
would come in a t  one price, meat f rom Canada at ano 
other  price and from the United States of America also 
at a different price, but when it got here, it might be 
the same pig tails but of a different quality, but every 
time a shipment comes in it depends on the Price 
offered by the broker. These things call for a con- 
tinual survey and a regular revision of price control. 
It was therefore felt that i t  was better to de-control 
these items and let supply and demand play i ts  part. 

I think we accept the principle of supply and de- 
mand to some extent, but then there a re  certain com- 
modities that we feel must be subject to price 
control. Hon. members will find that in a lot of the 
commodities that a r e  not subject to price control, 
the consumer i s  taken for  a ride. What happens is 
that this week a housewife would go to a super- 
market and find that grapefruit juice fo r  example i s  
sold at 45 cents a tin, and next week she goes back 
and the same grapefruit juice costs 52 cents. Then 
there is a commodity like corned beef that the 
supermarkets will use a s  a leader. 
9.20 a.m. 

They bring the price down to attract Mr. 
Edwards, Mr. Hinds, Mr. Craig o r  who have you to 
come in to them and get cheap corned beef, but at 
the same time they add 454 on to a tin of aerosol 
spray o r  any other spray, they may add 4 3  on to a 
&pund of steak. These a re  the things we would like 
to come to grips with, and the only way that we can 
do this is to have an agencyestablishedand operated 

in this country which can offer competition, and the 
sort  of competition which means something to the 
cowmy. We talk about Black Power, and the believers 
in Black Power 'say rhat they would like to see the 
black man, the masses,  share in the economic wealth 
of the country. Mr. Chairman, the assistance which 
we are  offering to BANDCOS is assistance being 
offered to the man in the street,  is assistance being 
offered to the black man in this country. Already 
17,000 shares have been sold and 130,000 have been 
agreed to; agreements have been signed for  130,000 
shares  to be sold to the working class  people in this 
country in the Barbados Natiofial Development Co- 
operative Society Limited. 

We on this side offer a helping hand toBANDCOS 
with the belief that when we offer this helping hand 
we are helping the workers of this country, the 
masses of this country, and we a r e  assisting the 
black man to share in the economic wealth of the 
country. A few months ago, last  year  for  example, 
we hada Black Power s c a r e  in Trinidad and we were 

afraid of it here too, and one of the things which the 
people have been preaching is that they want to share  
in the economic wealth of the country. I believe in 
Black Power but not Black Power with voilence, the 
type of Black Power which gives the black man in 
my country a stake in the economic wealth. We will 
be coming back here next year  - and I say this ad- 
visedly because we a r e  the only Government - for  
further assistance for  BANDCOS for  further  develop- 
ment in an exercise like this. As soon a s  BANDCOS 
i s  established the importing agencies of this country 
a r e  going to be on a squeeze and we a re  gearing 
ourselves to take over imports of this country so 
that the cost of foodstuffs which is imported in this 
country to the consumer has got to be kept at  a mini- 
mum, and we a r e  going to use an agency like 
BANDCOS to take care  of that aspect. 

Mr. Chairman, last  year  the Secretary of 
BANDCOS made representation to the Ministry of 
Cooperatives; ea r l i e r  this yea r  we had a meeting 
with them and listened to their  projections and we 
werz very satisfied that assistance given to this 
Society was assistance given to the masses. I would 
like to exhort the people of Barbados to come to- 
gether like a bundle of sticks, join in this Society, 
buy from this Society and obviate the necessity for  
rapid expansion of the business run by this Society 
the rapid expansion of the business administered by 
the people of Barbados fo r  the people of Ba rb~dos .  
A lot of people do not like it, a lot of people would 
do anything they can to stop it, and I am not talking 
about the Opposition because they cannot oppose it, 
but there a r e  other people in this country who would 
like to stop it. We feel that these people have had 
their  own way for  too long; the individual man with 
his $100 cannot by himself pose any threat but all of 
us with our $5.00 and $10.00 have decided to come 
together and move out in the manner which we a r e  
launching out today, and we propose that in a period 
of 5 years  we will have this country covered with 
this type of development so that whenwe buy, we buy 
from ourselves, when we i m ~ r t ,  we import our- 
selves and when we walk into a supermarket, we walk 
with the assurance that we a re  paying a price in that 
supermarket which i s  reasonable. This BANDCOS 
operation will not be an organisation looking to make 
500% profit, it will be an organisation which will 
make i ts  operation economically feasible. It i s  not 
a project which will be looking to fleece the masses, 
because in fleecing the masses,  this project will be 
fleecing itself and this is not what BANDCOS stands 
for, BANDCOS stands fo r  assisting the masses and 
keeping the cost of living where foodstuff is con- 
cerned to a minimum. 

Having said that, I think that hon. members will 
readily agree that the Government in taking this 
action i s  taking a step in the right direction. The 
Cooperative Society of BANDCOS was suggesting 
that a site a t  Tweedside Road be purchased and 
handed over to them, the site owned by USI; it was 
further  discussed and i t  was thought that we should 
get the f i r s t  of these operations in a very central 
a r ea  and an areawhich is very densely populated so 
that the impact would be felt in an area where a l a rge  



number of people live and that they wouldappreciate 
the step taken by BANDCOS, assisted by Government, 
reducing the cost of foodstuff in that area  to a mini- 
mum, so we looked around and we decided that the 
site at St. Cecelia was a good site and that if we 

" had constructed a building rather than going into a 
building which was constructed for another purpose, 
we would construct something which is  in keeping 
with a budding supermarket. 
9.30 a.m. 

We, therefore, decided to ask the House to vote 
C 

$200,000 for the construction of the Supermarket and 
the provision of proper facilities including cold 
storage to get the ball rolling. We look forward with 
eagerness to the success of that project. We proposed 
a system in the society of having officers trained in - 4 

management, etc., to see that there i s  no question 
" of failure and that there is maximum efficiency in 

the administration of this organisation. 

I do not think, Mr. Chairnlan, that I have to try 
to influence my colleagues on both sides of the House 
about the importance and benefits to be derived and 

* *  accrued by the masses of this country by the steps 
that we have taken. 

I beg to move that Head 101 - Ministry of Agri- 
culture, Science and Technology - $200,000 - stand 
part. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, I must f irst  say that 

my first  task here this morning, where you are  con- 
b * 

cerned, is not to be irrelevant. Now, the Hon. Minister 
in introducing this Resolution for  $200,000 has 
demonstrated in no uncertain terms that neither he 
nor his advisers have begun to know what they are  
really about. In the f irst  place, what kind of Super- 
market with cold storage facilities could be construc- 
ted in Barbados with $200,0007 The Minister should 
go back right now and have afeasibility study carried 
oct and a survey made of what is necessary in the 

--" context of the type of business that he is trying to 
impress upon us should be established. He must 
have been advised by the poorest of people in this 
type of business today, because $200,000 means 
absolutely nothing in constructing this type of Super- 
market with cold storage facilities. He is  out of 
court at  this stage. 

J&7 Now, the Minister in his opening remarks has 
tried to make us believe that what i s  necessary to 

6 effect a reduction in the high cost of living is the 
establishment of BANDCOS. It is the hugest joke in 
this town. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order, 

; Mr. Chairman. If I am to reply to the hon. member - .- . satisfactorily, I would want to be able to follow 
him. I would like to know what he referred to a s  the 
hugest joke in town. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, I hope that a note 
will not be taken and that I will not be accused of 
repeating myself. I said that the Minister had 
suggested that the Government by lending assis- 
tance to BANDCOS was a means of reducbg the 

high cost of living where foodstuffs a r e  concerned, 
I said that this was the hugest joke in town. Mr. 
Chairman, if Government would be advised on a 
matter of this sort,  Government has it well in hand 
already to bring about a drastic reduction in the cost 
of living with respect to foodstuffs. Government has 
the Barbados Marketing Corporation. The Barbados 
Marketing Corporation has not begun to fulfil i t s  
purpose in a community such a s  ours, because the 
Barbados Marketing Corporation ought to be 
functioning a s  an Advice Bureau. Its primary 
functions ought to b: carry out affective market 
research, and advise importers when to buy and 
when not to buy, where to buy from and things of 
that sort. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order,  
Mr. Chairman. I would like the hon. memberto read 
the Act which established the Barbados Marketing 
Corporation, and there he would find what are  the 
functions of the Barbados Marketing Corporation. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, I appreciate what 
the hon. Minister is trying to say, but really and 
truly what he i s  now saying is that his Governm~xt 
has not been learning during the past 10 years. It 
amounts to that. Whatever i s  in the Act that es-  
tablished the Barbados Marketing Corporation, o r  
whatever are  its objects and reasons, the Govern- 
ment has seen enough to convince it that it i s  not 
functioning a s  a Barbados Marketing Corporation 
ought to be functioning. 

The Minister cannot deny that what I have sug- 
gested in respect of the Barbados Marketing Corpor- 
ation ought to be its functions a s  from today. If to- 
day is  too soon, then it can have until tomorrow to 
carry out such functions as  research and advice. If 
the B. M. C. carr ies  out research and advises the 
Government, then the Government would have at  
i ts  finger tips full control over our importers. 
The B. M. C. should advise the Government, the 
Ministry of Agriculture and relevant Ministries 
a s  to exactly what is going on in the field of trade 
and marketing. The same B. M. C. should then be 
in a position, even when we grow onions and things 
of the sort,  to give advice a s  to when we should 
export and when we should not export. The B. M. C. 
ought to be in a position to give us advice on the 
exportation of sugar. I am sure that whilst we a re  
trying to establish BANDCOS and so it would be 
of interest to the Government to advise us on this 
side if it is not true that we will have to order  from 
Trinidad a quantity of sugar for local consumption 
some time during this year. 
9.40 a.m. 

That is the type of advice we a r e  saying that 
an agency such a s  the Barbados Marketing Cor- 
poration ought to be offering to this country, but 
the B. M. C. has been established to sell sardines, 
a cake of Lux soap and a roll of toilet paper. Aren't 
we really making a mockery of all this? The Barba- 
dos Marketing Corporation has been established as 
another supermarket, and we are saying here and 
now that establishing another B. M. C. by the name 
of BANDCOS is not the answer to the problem that 



Mr. Chairman, the shareholders of BANDCOS on 
30th June this year took a decision to throw their 
doors open to business at  the corner of Marshall's 
Gap and Baxter's Road by the 1st  September this 
year. Not one shareholder has been summoned to a 
meeting o r  informed of what Government proposes 
doing and what is taking place here today. It i s  still 
in the minds of each and every shareholder that 
BANDCOS would be throwing i ts  doors open accor- 
ding to the terms of the last  shareholders' meeting'. 
In all seriousness, Mr. Chairman, Government is 
applying a political hand o r  offering political boost- 
ing to a matter of considerable economic magni- 
tude. The type of boosting that Government i s  offer- 
ing is  more on a personalised basis; it is not a boost - 
ing that is intended to help the masses of this 
country in any respect. Here you find a Minister 
telling us that BANDCOS is not established to make 
590% profit, but that it will be run to make just 
enough profit to cover its running expenses. That 
again, Mr. Chairman, is huge joke No. 2 . Who can 
believe the Minister? The Minister has not been pro- 
perly briefed on this matter. Are you going to tell 
me that BANDCOS is to take over from the high 
priced magnates, the big six a s  they are  called in 
commerce, the Roebuck Street big boys and the like 
ancl that UANDCOS i s  going to make just enough 
rnsney to cover administrative and other expenses? 
The Minister has told us that amongst,-the share- 
holders of BANDCOS will be the masses of people 
In this country. He told us that he has 130,000 
shares to be sold to the working class people. Is  
the Minister now inviting the working class people 
of this country to invest money in BANDCOS to get 
no profit? If they a m  not to get profit from the 
operations of the business, is the Minister telling 
us  that this is the thin edge of the wedge they are  
hoping to introduce so that year after year when 
BANDCOS has nearly covered i ts  expenses, the 
Government will k called u p n  to provide profit 
to give to the shareholders upon investment? What 
kind of business sense o r  business nonsense is the 
Minister telling us about BANDCOS today? I do not 
think he has deliberately set  out to mislead this 
House. 

faces this country where the high cost of foodstuffs 
is concerned. We feel, Mr. Chairman, that in assis-  
ting BANDCOS it  is not in truth and in fact that you 
a r e  giving the black man, as the Minister wants us 
to believe, an opportunity to lay hold on the reins 
of commerce o r  to share in anypart of i t  whatso- 
ever. W e  a re  just not doing that. The Barbados 
Marketing Corporation, a Government agency, is the 
right and proper agency for  doing all this, not 
BANDCOS at all, BANDCOS in truth and in fact, 
apart from an economic venture for i ts  sharehol- 
ders  and its principal promoters can mean absolute - 
ly nothing to the reduction in the cost of living. 
Does this Government expect that any future Gov- 
ernment would from year to year be subsidising 
BANDCOS, and the Barbados Marketing Corporation 
i s  there doing nothing with its administrative costs? 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order, 

again I would ask the hon. member to read the Co- 
operative Society's Act and see how profits are  dealt 
with by cooperatives. This i s  a cooperative and not 
a Limited Liability Company. I think the hon, mem- 
ber  should listen to me very carefully in future. 

Mr. HINDS: Whenever the Minister has some- 
thing to say and he knows what he is talking about 
I will listen. Mr. Chairman, the Minister tells us 
that it is necessary for me to bring myself up to 
date a s  to how profits a re  dealt with in a coopera- 
tive. The minute that the Minister is introducing the 
word "profits". . . ..... . .. . 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order, 
the hon. member mentioned the word "profits" and 
1 was helping him. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That is no point of order. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, the Minister did not 
tell me I was wrong when I introduced the word 
"profits" into the debate, but he confirmed that 
profits have to be made, and he told me that I should 
look to see how the profits a r e  dealt with in a co- 
operative undertaking. However they are  to be dealt 
with, Mr. Chairman, they have first  got to be 
made. The Minister is also telling us that this is to 
be a non profit-making undertaking because it is not 
going to be in the 500% profit area. He is saying 
that I introduced the profit talk, but the Minister in 
his opening remarks told us - and I made notes of 
what he was saying - that BANDCOS is not a body 
that would be seeking to make 500% profit, but only 
enough profit to make the operation feasible. 
9.50 a.m. 

Those are  the words of the Minister, so what 
a re  we hearing? Since BANDCOS is to operate a 
supermarket, has Government given equal consid- 
eration to the num,kr of small business people in this 
comlntinity who have been operating o r  trying to op- 
erate a supermarket to render a service to the com- 
munity in addition o r  a s  well as to make provision 
for  their own existence? In other words to make a 
profit. Government, we feel, Mr. Chairman, had 
enough opportunity to see what effect, what impact - 
to use the Minister's ownword - the BMC a s  a super- 
market has had in this community. Since the BMC 
was established, does the Minister have i t  before 
him to tell us what impact, if any, the BMC and its 
operations have had on the reduction of the high cost 
of living with particular reference to bring down the 
price of foodstuff a re  not being asked to es-  
tablish a second that is what i t  amounts to. 
What effect has t BMC had on bringing down 
the cost of livi 
that the Minister is 
BANDCOS? 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: I want, Mr. Chairman, 
to point out here that the BMC is established to deal 
with local produce primarily, and the only reason 

I 



that the BMC stocks things like milk, etc. which 
would give the appearance of a supermarket is to 
accommodate the people who go to the BMC to ac- 

quire local produce. At times they go there and their 
time is taken up and they want a tin of milk, a pound 
of butter o r  something of the sort, and this is what 
the hon. member calls a supermarket section of the 
BMC, but the BMC is not a supermarket at all, it is 
only that the BMC stocks necessary commodities to 
assist  the person who goes into the BMC to purchase 
vegetables, but the BMC as  it operates i s  not a 
supermarket. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I have discovered and I want 
hon. members to understand very carefully that we 
a r e  not now discussing the BMC. While I will give 
certain latitudes to hon. members to refer to the 
BMC, I am not at all going to put up with hon. mem- 
bers discussingthe BMC as  if this is in the Resolution, 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, if i t  were possible, 
a t  this stage I would really like the Leader of the 
House to request a brief suspension of the sitting. 
You cannot discuss the establishment of BANDZOS 
without at the same time placing it alongside the 
BMC, and you must discuss the operations o r  the 
proposed operations of BANDCOS and place them 

alongside the present functions of the BMC. 

Hon, k DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order, 
this is not true, the whole point is that the BMC is a 
Government agency. I invite the hon. memberto read 
the BMC Act, 1961 (1961-40), and he will see there 
the functions of the BMC. The whole point is that this 
is a Cooperative Society, it is not a Government 
agency, the Government has as  i t s  policy assistance 
to Cooperatives whether it is by way of incentives, 
assistance to purchase equipment o r  loans to pur- 
chase equipment etc., but the BMC itself is not a 
Cooperative, i t  is a Government agency and you can- 
not compare the operations of the BMC with the 
operations of a Cooperative Society. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the Min- 
is ter  trying to lean towardyounow, because he would 
like to get the debate stopped and this measure 
passed. The Minister cannot deny thatwhatever con- 
ditions were laid down under which the BMC should 
operate it has gone completely beyond those func- 
tions, and we a r e  maintaining that establishing 
BANDCOS is not going to have the kind of effect that 
the Minister wants us to believe on the Ngh cost of 
living that is murdering people of every walk of life 
in this country, except some of the Ministers of 
course, but what we a re  saying is this - and we take 
the words from the Minister's own mouth - he says 
that they intend to use BANDCOS as  an a rm to bring 
about effective control, in other words, that is to 
wrest the trading power from the Roebuck Street 
boys. In otherwords, the Minister makes us to under- 
stand that this is another Government agencythatthe 
Government intends using to bring about this type of 
control. 
10.00 a m .  

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order, Mr. 
Chairman. I never said that BANDCOS was a Govern- 
ment agency. I said that it is an agency of the masses 
and the workers of this country. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, he said it by impli- 
cation. The Minister was at pains to tell us what the 
BMC was established to deal with. I think he said 
"local produce". Am I right? He said local produce 
primarily, and that i t  only stocked other commodi- 
ties for the accommodation of i ts  customers. Now, 
BANDCOS is going to perform exactly the same 
functions as the BMC. BANDCOS will be an import- 
ing agency. The BMC is an importing agencydespite 
the fact that it was established to deal with local 
produce, a s  the Minister has said, but it has gone 
beyond the scope for which i t  was established....... 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order, 
Mr. Chairman. Section 10 of the Barbados Marketing 
Corporation Act, 1961-40, reads as follows: 

"It shall be the duty of the Corporation - 

(a) to stimulate, facilitate and improve the pro- 
duction, marketing and processing of produce 
in the Island, particularly for the benefit of the 
producer; 

(b) to secure the most favourable arrangements 
for the purchase, handling, transportation, ex - 
portation, shipping, marketing and sale of pro- 
duce whether in the Island o r  out of the Island, 
and in particular to assist  agricultural and 
fishery co-operative societies to dispose of their  
produce to the best advantage; 

(c) to secure the most favourable arrange- 
ments whether in the Island o r  out of the Island 
for the storage of produce and for the storage of 
such other matter o r  thing as  the Corporation 
may think fit; 

(d) upon being required so to do by the Govern- 
or-in-Executive Committee to make recommen- 
dations on any matter directly o r  indirectly 
relating to the production and marketing of 
produce." 

That is the function of the B.M. C., and the B. M. C. 
has nothing to do with what we are  dealing with today. 

Mr. CH.4IRMAN: That is no point of order1 It is 
completely irrelevant to the subject matter under dis- 
cussion. I have already informed hon. members that 
we a re  not now discussing the B. M. C., and I am going 
to take this particular subject matter under discus- 
sion into my hands a s  from now. Let the hon. mem- 
ber proceed to deal with BANDCOS. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman BANDCOS is the type 
of co-operative, I think, that the Minister has ably 
advised us is not another agency o r  establishment 
to assist. That is what we have from the mouth of the 



Minister, and as such whatever might be the func- 
tions of BANDCOS unless BANDCOS is going to func- 
tion primarily to ca r ry  out marketing and research 
and to give advice to the tradinggroup, the importers  
and exporters of this Island, we maintain that it can 
do nothing to stimulate trade and to bring down the 
cost of living. 

What Government wants is not to ass i s t  a 
Supermarket that is politically influenced having 
amongst i t s  principal shareholders and directors 
prominent members of the Government. That is not 
what this Government i s  here for. We need an agency 
o r  organisation that can do what you, Mr. Chairman, 
has  just said: "Take the whole matter  i n i t s  hands." 
We need a Ministry for  taking the whole matter  into 
i t s  hands, arrd Government ought to be doing every - 
thing possible to see that in establishing BANDCOS 
this service will be rendered to the community so 
that the workers' take-homl---packets will have some 
meaning in the context of family living. 

Mr. Chairman, you will find that the average 
worker who gets $25 o r  $30 a week, af ter  certain 
deductions are  made and his house rent is paid, has 
absolutely nothing to take home. In otherwords, when 

the worker goes home to his family he is carrying 
home ;lothing to them other than starvation plus him- 
self. U d e s s  you arc? setting up a Supzrmarket that 
can really and tmly  bring value to the people with ths 
little money left in their hands, then you a re  doing 
nothing. 

Mr. Chairman, spending $200,000 for  the purpose 
f o r  which the Minister is asking us to lend assistance 
here today could be money which ought to be spent in 
doing research to find out what i s  the reason for  the 
merchants and importers  in Bridgetown having to buy 
the bulk of their commodities from brokers. We need 
an agency - nothing like what BANDCOS i s  intended 
fo r  - to car ry  out effective controls, to examine and 
to investigate all  commodities. 
10.10 a.m. 

'3ntll now, Sir, the Ministry of Trade cannot 
say i t  has been able to ca r ry  out an effective exer  - 
cis? in this particular respect where commodities 
had been found to be invoiced to the importer  at one 
price fo r  customs purposes and to the principalpay- 
ing o r  buying agency at a price which does not bear  
any relation whatsoever to the invoicing f o r  customs 
purposes. In other words, the masses  of people who 
have got to run to these shops andsupermarkets a r e  
taken for  a ride because the Government has not 
learnt  in ten years  what i s  really taking place 
amongst the mercantile communiry and with some of 
their  brokers  and overseas agencies. Real frauds 
a r e  perpetrated in our  trading systems, and I should 
say, Mr. Chairmany that this ought not to be unknown 
to the Government. 

We are told, Mr. Chairman, that BANDCOS pro- 
poses to ca r ry  on the business of a consumers' co- 
operative. We a r e  maintaining that Government ought 

to ca r ry  out a survey and be armed with information 
as to how many small  businessmen have gone out of 
business since this Government came into power, 
what a r e  the market requirements, what is supply 
like through the present supermarket service that is 
rendered. What is the operating factor that has 
caused only quite recently a shipment of cornedbeef 
to arr ive at  the Por t  and fo r  the ship to sail back 
out with the corned beef not h i n g  made available to 
the people of Barbados when there is none on the 
shelves of the supermarkets and shops in this coun- 
t ry?  The Minister told us that a tin of grapefruit 
juice which may be sold at 45 cents this week in the 
supermarkets is sold at  52 cents the following 
week. If a Government Minister can stand on his feet 
and tell  u s  that this is the type of situation obtaining 
in our  country, - and we take i t  that the Minister 
must mean it is a tin of juice imported from one 
country that is sold at one price this week and at  
another price the following week though comingfrom 
the same country - (Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Is  that 
a Lie?) ...... this i s  showing the weakness of the Gov- 
ernment in carrying out effective controls. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDW.ARX: Oa a p i n t  of order, in 
my intmduction of the Resolution, I pointed out that 
i t  is accepted marketing principle for  the system 3f 
supply and demand to play its role. I further pointed 
out that there are certain commodities which a re  
governed by price control and others  which you 
allow the system of supply and demand to regulate. 
the whole rationale behind the assistance to 
BANDCOS is to have enough supermarkets run by 
this organisation in different par t s  of the country so  
that when you have a situation as in the case of 
grapefruit juice and other commodities where people 
a re  taken for  a ride, they will know that they can go 
to one of the BANDCOS groups and get  grapefruit 
juice at a reasonable price. In some cases  the change 
of price i s  because of the c.i.f. cost of the commodity, 
and in other cases i t  is a question that the operators  
of these supermarkets just want to take the people for  
a ride. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, here we find a Min- 
i s t e r  o r  the Government in full possession of the 
operating principles o r  lack thereof in business to- 
day and the same Government showing itself inevery 
possible way a s  being incapable of dealing with the 
situation. The Minister is telling us that the Govern- 
ment is committed to the idea that until BANDCOS can 
establish enough supermarkets throughout this Is-  
land, we can have no effective lowering of the cost of 
living. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order, I 
would not want to say that the hon. member is lying, 
but I would say that the hon. member is distorting 
o r  misinterpreting the facts a s  I put them, and he 
knows he is unfair in so doing. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, I do not think the Hon. 
Minister ought to be allowed to say that I am unfair 
in my debate and that I am distorting anything he has 



said, but I am not going to ask him to withdraw; I 
only draw it to your attention. What the Minister has 
given us to understand is that until BANDCOS is es -  
tablished, nothing can o r  will be done by this Gov- 

* ernment to reduce the high cost of commodities such 
a s  corned beef, English potatoes and the like. 

I remember the Government named a Com- 
mittee more than a year ago if not to carry out a study 
into the high cost of living, at least it was felt by 
some members of the Committee that it would have 
been their right to be armed with the necessary 
authority to walk into any supermarket and give 
directions as  to what price a commodity should be 
sold at. That is the type of thing some members of 
the Committee were allowed to believe. 
10.20 a.m 

Until now the Government after setting up this 
committee has not come here today with any report 
from that committee as  to i ts  activities o r  progress 
o r  if it has ever  got on its feet, apart from some of 
its members trying to ask favours of the same 
business community which it was set up to investi- 
gate. Government is not telling us anything a t  all 
about the work of this committee o r  if prices have 
been reduced to make sure that in the future we will 
not be seeing the poor working class people with 
little o r  nothing to carry  home fo r  their families, It 
is in the light of all of this that we feel that the Govern - 
ment should be acting, we do not suggest for a single 
moment that Government should not try to foster, 
assist  o r  do anything possible to help a group of 
people who have come together not for political pur- 
poses, but who have come together as  citizens of this 
community prepared to share and extend mutural 
trust one to the other in a venture the effect of which 
can bring about a considerable reduction in the pre- 
sent high cost of living. 

We have not seen, MY. Chairman, that the Gov- 
e rnment has done anything in truth and in fact apart 
from what is on paper to assist those peddling 
shopkeepe rs who have had to bear considerable 
credit throughout the years. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order, 
the hon, member does not seem to be living in Bar- 
bados, he does not even seem to come to this Cham- 
ber, because it was only last week1 had the occasion 
to r ise and point out that the Government has put 
something like half million dollars in the Barbados 
Development Bank and directedthe Bank to assist  the 
small business men in this community by way of loans, 
so let us get our facts straight. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: As f a r  a s  I can see, 

This Resolution seeks to provide the sum of 
$200,000 to construct a building, with cold storage 
facilities, on Government owned lands at Passage 
Road, St. Michael, the site formerly occupied by the 
St. Cecilia Barracks. 

," 
It is proposed to lease this property to the Bar- 

bados National Co -operative Development Society 

Ltd. (BANDCOS) which has been registeredunderthe 
Co-operative Societies Act 1949. 

As f a r  a s  I can see  all we a re  dealing with is to 
provide this loan and that is what I am dealing with 
this morning. Let the hon. member proceed to deal 
with the Resolution a s  stated in the Addendum. 

Mr. HINDS: The Resolution, Mr. Chairman, 
a s  stated in the Addendum as  read by you tells us 
that we are  asked to vote this money to provide 
suitable accommodation for  the proposed business, 
and it means the business of BANDCOS, and all we 
a re  trying to say from this side of the House is that 
the business of BANDCOS bears some relationto the 
small shopkeepers in this community, and that i s  
why I asked the Minister to tell us apart from what 
i s  on paper what i s  being done. We do not mind the 
Minister telling us that this amount of money is set  
aside specifically for these people, how can these 
same people get it out of the Development Bank? The 
business BANDCOS i s  the same business a s  these 
same supermarkets, and the Government has not set 
about to control the high rents that these super- 
markets have to pay, but the Government is con - 
strutting a building and providing cold storage 
facilities for one supermarket. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order, Mr. 
Chairman, I was very strong in my statement that 
Government's emphasis today is  on the Cooperative 
movement, and I pointed out a s  clear a s  crystal that 
Government has initiated a policy whereby assistance 
is given to Cooperative ventures. 1 mentioned that 
Cooperative societies are  given grants and loans in 
order to carry out their functions, and this i s  only 
another step in that direction. Earl ier  this year I 
came to the Hmse when we were dealing with the 
Estimates and had passed a considerable sum of 
money, something like three-quarter million dollars, 
the greater  part of which was going to Cooperative 
Societies to encourage them in the agriculturalfield. 
Today we are now dealing with another Cooperative 
Society, not with a supermarket a s  such, this Society 
comprises of masses of people in this country, and I 
pointed out that the worker with $5.00 and $10.00 
can put it in that Cooperative Society and share in 
the economic wealth and development of this country. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Point made. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, the Minister is  seeking 
to use the work "masses" a s  a gloss over to cover 
up the whole idea behind this. Furthermore, the Min- 
i s ter  said in his opening remarks, and he has jumped 
to his feet since then to say, that BANDCOS is a 
supermarket business and it going to establish 
supermarkets all about the place, so  we a re  now 
being told that we a re  not going to construct a building 
for  BANDCOS to operatea supermarket; what am I 
hearing at  all? 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order, 
BANDCOS is the name of a Cooperative Society, the 



Barbados National Development Cooperativa Society, 
and it is in this context that we dzalinz with a s u p r -  
market. This Society is operating a supermarket 
which is only one of th:! projects operated by th? 
masses of those pzople who come and invzst, 
take up shares and join in this Cooperative Society. 
This is  a national society, Mr. Chairmm. 
10.30 a.m. 

Mz, HINDS: 1 think Mr. C h a i m , ~  will agree 
with me that we a re  somewhat on all fours with the 
terms and conditions of operation of BANDlZOS. Trio 
Minister i s  not denying that it is a supermarket. 
What we want the Minister to tell us i s  that if this is 
an effort to assist BANDCOS and togive it a boost in 
this particular direction, how many other co-opera- 
tive societies have sought from the Government 
Ministries assistance for  a similar venture? 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Chairman, all 
co-operative societies that have made representa- 
tions to my Ministry have been given a sympathetic 
hearing and help wherever necessary. It i s  not a 
question of assisting one and not the other. Any 
co-operative society which approaches my Ministry 
with a problem is  usually dealt with by the officers 
in my Ministry who lean over backwards to assist 
it. If another co -operate society decides tomorrow 
that it wants assistance from the Government for a 
similar venture, it would be given the same sympa- 
thetic assistance b;r the Ministry a s  BANDCOS has 
been given. I do not know af anyothers that were not 
given consideration. I give the House the assurance 
that if any other society comes fonvard with a 
similar aeature, having a feasibility study carried 
out as has been carried G i l t  b! BANDCOS, it wodd be 
given similar consideration. 

Mr.  HINDS: Mr. Chairmm, I wvxler if the 
Mlnister is in a position to tell us  If Government 
did not in truth and in fact take into consideratioa 
w h e t h ~ r  BAND133S was k t t e r  able, o r  looking at it 
fro= i:s mmagemm' p i n t  0,' view, o r  mr;re likely 
to succeed in this vznture than another co-operative 
~ m k i n g  application to the Government for assistance 
in this respect? It is all rightfortho Minister to tell 
this Comnittee holv his officers bend over back- 
wards. They m,ay have very good reasons for bznding 
over backwards and things like that. W a  appreciate 
their ixnding over bsckmrds  and things like tha!. 
They may hava go33 r t a s m s  for all of this, but what 
we are  saying is  tha! using BANDCOS o r  prmit t ing 
i t  to be used for what the Minister would have us 
k l i e v e  is the reass2 for  promoting it would nDt 
make it wxic to th3 advantags o r  benefit of the masses 
which the Minister has bzen at pains to explain. Hz 
wants to say that i t  is for the benefit of the black 
man and he is supporting it. 

Mr. Chairman, i t  wvuld s e e n  that only h~ a case 
such as the onz before us today that so-ne of us a re  

so proud to be black. It i s  k i n g  used a s  a bait. We 
a re  asked to do som?thing to hslp the black man, b ~ :  
in truth and in fact tho Minister has n3t s h m n  us - 
having failed to go into the economics of t h i q s  - how 
this will b? achieved. I a x  telling you further, Sir, 
that since BANDCOS proposes to t h r ~ l v  i ts  d m r s  o p n  
in another 40 days, let us ask o u r s ~ l v e s  wh:!th,?r i t  
is not safe to say that the same BANDXS has already 
placed itself into the grip 3f theshark-like imlporters 
that the Minister would have us  b2lievz a re  in 
opzration today. Is  B ANDCOS no,v going to be a co- 
operative that i s  not going to import through the 
brokers? Wlll i t  haw direct sources, o r  is it goim 
to opc"rate an agency bilsin~zss, o r  is it going 20 fall 
into line with those i m p r t e r s  who hava set  up 
brokerages at the other end and are  shareholders in 
them? They buy all the goods from the manu- 
facturers at the other end; they canthen sell them to 
the importers all over the worid and n3t only in 
Barbados, thereby making thl-.ir f irst  profit on 
buying in large quantities. Thzy make profit from 
warehousing, storags, etc., and then they have an 
opzrating agency b ~ s i n e s s  working on a iisr-rib~tion 
system. All of these various functions have to be 
spci f ied  a s  profit-making sources, the cost ojwhich 
milst be borne by the p o r  consumlzr at this end. 

Mr. Chairman, we -lvo~ld Like to invite ;ha Gov- 
ernment not to attem?t to assist BAWCOS to bz 
imlpr ters  of Cornsd B,:ef as  well a s  whole carcasses 
from any part of the world m?rely to co.n?ste with 
other businesses already establis:.l?d, b x a ~ s e  the 
Minister has told us that thzy have seen ths! s q p l y  
and d2mand with regards to local consnrnx prices 
is not an effective and satisfasory system. 
10.40 a.m. 

We believe a s  the Minister says that no Rozbwk 
S t r e :  mcrch.int wpmld t~ hap2y aboa: pricz con:rol 
but rern?ml>?r, Sir, it is not a case where the Gov- 
ernment m:st have a s  i ts  f irst  concern ths hap$nsss 
of the Rgebuck Street merchant. Tht? Roebuck S t rmt  
merchant o r  any mercha?% for  thpt matter mY:st 
operate a bci sine ss and b? allowed to make a profit 
on his investment; b ~ t  it is for  any Govarnment that 
is d iva  to i ts  ~l?spmsibllities to the community to 
seek to provide affective ways and msans to dacer- 
mine how much profit mus: b? mad? by an i m p r ~ e r ,  
a coLmmSssion merchant, a provision m e r c h a ~ t ,  
wholesaler, retailer, o r  else in -whatever sphlre. 

Mr. CHAIR-MAN: At this p i n t ,  I woald think that 
the hon. membzr is v e r y  irrslevan:. I have already 
said that this Reso1u:ioa seeks to prwide th,:! sum 
of $200,003 to construct a building with cold storage 
facilities on Govzrument-ownzd lands a t  Passage 
Road, St. Michael, and i t  is proposed to lease this 
property to the B a r b a d ~ s  Nationdl Coopzrative 
Develop.nent Society Limited. It also says that the 
Government is committed to the policy of assisting 
cooperatives. That is wbat the Resolution is  a b o ~ t ,  
and it has nothing to do with the Rc~ebuck Street 
merchmts, 

Mr.  mNDS: Mr. Chairman, I believe you like 
to have i t  on record that 1 was told :hat I am bziW 



irrelevant, because the Mxis te r  in introducing the 
Resolution mcde reference to the Roebuck Street 
merchants and that the establishment of BANDCOS 
would make them unhappy. The Minister said that 
no dealer is happy about price controls, least of all 
the Roebuck Street m?rchants. 

Mr. CHAIRM.4N: I would like to tell the hon. 
junior m.zmber for  St. Peter  that I have already told 
the Minister that he was irrelevant, and I am telling 
the hon. m e m , k r  now that he is irrelevant. 

Mr. HINDS: With due respect to you, I have to 
obey your ruling, but when the Minister in his open- 
ing remarks told us about the unhappiness of the 
Roebuck Street merchants, you did not at that stage 
o r  at any other stage tell him that he was irrelevant. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. membor is very of- 
fensive to the Chair in saying that the Chair did not 
a t  any time tell the Hon. Minister that he was ir- 
relevant, and I am asking the hm. member to with- 
draw the words that I did not tell the hon. memixr  
that he was irrelevant. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, I withdraw the words. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. memixr  will go on 
now to deal with providing the sum of $200,000 to 
construct a building. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, we a re  asked to 
provide the sum of $200,000 to provide a building 
and cold storage facilities to be leased to the Bar- 
bados National Cooperative Development Society to 
carry on business, and we have been told that that 
business is th? s u p r m a r k e t  typz of business. Am 
I irrelevant now, Mr. Chairman? Since the business 
is the supermarket type of business, I am trying in 
my small way to s h ~ w  how the supermarket busi- 
ness is presently o p r a t e d  in this country, how it  
goes from the m,mufacturer at the other endthrough 
the broker, through the commj ssion agen:, through 
the merchants and right down to the massss'of pzaple, 
and to show where Government ought to be carrying 
out i ts  investigations so a s  to relieve the masses 
who have got to bz th? principal sufferers. I bzlieve 
the Cha.irm,m might feel that we hove had enough 
debate on this matter, and if he says it i s  i rrele-  
vant, i t  is irrelevant. B J ~  thz Mlnister in his open- 
ing =marks could talk about English potatoes and 
grapefruit juice and he was not irrelevant then, but 
if I tried to make comparisons about impr t ing  
beef o r  any other item, I am 'rrelevant. I have to 
abide by your ruling. 

Now rhe MLnister in hts opening remarks told us 
that instituting price controls on each and every 
shipment of imported fo~dstuff in this Island was 
costly and time consuming. W e  are  msintaining,, 
sir, that in the absence of effective control, the high 
cost is what the p ~ o r  working class people find 
themselves saddled with. The Minister in his open- 
ing remarks told us in refersnce to this sum of 
$200,000 for  establishing this building for BANDCOS 
to carry on the business of impr t ing  meat from 

Eyre, from Canada and the U. S. A. that the price 
of the commodity imported today increases tomorrox 
though imported from the same source. All this, 
Mr. Chairman, adds up to the total imcomlptence 
of a Governmen: in dealing with a situation of re- 
ducing the high cost of liviw which is killing the 
poor people in this country. The Minister told u s  
that i t  is within Government's kn~xvleiige that the 
consumer is being taken for  a ride. Letthe Minister 
rise and say what the Governma?nt p r o p x e s  dz~ing 
to stop the consumer from being taken for a ride. 
Who is  taking the consumer for  a ride? Wz a re  say- 
ing that the im-porters and the Government are. 
They are  working hand in glove and i t  m m t  be stop- 
ped, and that is what wz propose to do. The Minis- 
t e r  said that th:re was need for  a survey. In othsr  
words, we are  happy that the Minister will take 
an example from the operatioas of the b ~ s i n e s s  
cominimity here to so2 that BAYDCOS does not 
find itself engaging in an irresponsible exercisz 
by advzrtising one com~nodity at  a choap rate and 
setting about to fleece the cam~nlmity by carrying 
up prices on other commodities w!i'zm Governmc nt 
provides a $200,000 building and cold storage 
facilities to accommodate and facilitate this Society. 
10.50 a.m. 

That is what we are  asking. We a re  being told 
what Governm'xt proposes to do for thlz Society, 
but apart from offering shares to the masses and 
others unnamed, even knowa to us, we have not yet 
been told with any degree 31 czrtainty what 
BAWZOS is going to do for the s&c masses. How 
i s  it that it is to spread i ts  wings out, eaiabl.ish 
branches hzre and there throughout thn Islandwhen it 
is going to operate in the sam~z manner as  those 
businesses that operate on a prafit making basis? 
What is it going to do? It i s  not what we have been 
told that BANDCOS is going to be a manufacturing 
concern importing the mere raw materials and then 
converting them into something for local con- 
sumption, we have not been told any of those things 
at all. Thz Minister told us that w? must have an 
agency which can offer competition to those 
businesses presently existing in the trade, that we 
a re  asked to provide $200,000, a building and cold 
storage facilities so that an agency can be set  up 
that can offer competition. He told us, using up this 
Black Fbwer ~tuii t ,  that he wants to see the masses 
with Black Powar. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I would like to let the hon. 
member know tha! Standing Order 36 (1) states: 
"The Speaker o r  tht? Chairman, after having called 
the attention of the Houss o r  of th? Committee to 
the conduct of a Member who persists  in irrele- 
vance o r  tedious repetition either of his own a r -  
gumlnts o r  of the arguments used by othsr Mem- 
bers in debate may direct him to discontinile his 
speech." That is what I am going to do now, I am 
directing the hon. junior memhzr for  St. Pe te r  
because of his irrelevance to discontinue his sp2ech. 

Mr. ST. JOHN: Mr. Chairmsn, in looking at  
this Resolution the first point that strikes me is 
the absence from the Addendum of any indication as 



to  the terms and conditions under w?lich the p r a p s e d  
building will be released to BANDCOS. It is to grant 
the sum of $200,000 to assist to provide capital, 
a building in which the Sc~ciety would operate the 
business of a supxmarket  undsr the terms and 
conditions of the Cooperative principles, so what 
Govzrnment in fact is doing is providing capital in 
the form of a building for the Society, the Society 
obviously not being able in its appzal to tho public 
to get enough capital not only for circulating capital 
in the sense of stock and things of that kind b ~ t  also 
enough capital to purchase the physical asset of a 
hilding. It is said that it is the policy of the Gov- 
ernment to assist Cooperatives, but I have been 
repeatedly drawing to the attention of the Govern- 
mznt that assistance coxsists not only of the pro- 
vision of money but also of having a complete and 
comprehensive review of the Cooperative law which 
was passed as long ago a s  1959, anj I can tell the 
Government that there are  a number of provisions 
in the law and in the roles which invesr to:, much 
power in the Cooperative afficera, and a s  a result 
in many of th? Cospsrative societies frustration 
ar ises  because the officers a re  felt to b3 thwarting 
decisions made by members. This i s  a very impor- 
tant point. 

As far  as the principle of Cooperatives entering 
into the supermarket business is concerned, may I 
remind members tha! there was the St. Ann's Co- 
opxative Society which ventured out and wmt into 
the ~~~~~~~~r business at Brittons Hill. There is also 
the Christ Church Consl~mers' Coopzrativc wl~ich 
op:rates very su:cessfully at Maxwell. In addition 
to this I understand that there are  one o r  twa others 
which exist, and as  I understand the intention behind 
this Society i s  to form a National Cooperative Society 
which would be sufficiently well capitalised that it 
can attract the necessary quality in the m.ilagem?nt 
and sat up a chain of supermarkets to compete in a 
area  with other organisations and supermarket 
chains. It i s  a verylaudable idea, I myself having r e -  
gard to my knowledge of Cooperatives feel that they 
should proceed slowly and surely, and I feel that 
Gommment while giving assistance should not en- 
courage the concept that this is a State run Govern- 
ment organisation and that they can be so  inefficient 
QI their management that whenever tb?y are  in 
difficulty they can come back and rely on Govern- 
ment to aid them out of their difficiilties. The idea 
should b2 that they g?t the loan on soft te rms so to 
speak, but that Government would expect over along 
psriod of tim? to get back the taxpayzrs' capital. 
Those are  the principles which I think should motivate 
and guide the passage of this. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, this  Resolution I 
can clearly see is  seeking to help the consumers by 
way of helping BANDCOS. The Minister mentioned 
the shortage of supplies that have been going on 
recently, and this shortage I am cold has to do with 
the limitation of the orders, in ~ t h e r  words, mer- 
chants can only import from certain places a ~ d  
where they =ally can get the goods they are not 
allowed to i m p r t ,  and if they are allowed to import 
the ordzrs a re  limited. 
11.00 a.m. 

If we want to get a goad supply of goods in this 
country, wz must let the merchan's and  the pwple 
responsible for importing goods import them from 
where ever  they can be okained, and I am sure 
that whe;l!?.~?r an order is placed fo r  1,000 o r  2,000 
o r  5,000 cases of .whatever it may be and it can be 
obtained from more than m e  source, then you a re  
going to get competition. If I know that no orders can 
go elsewhere, I can stick for a price and get it. As 
soon a s  I am told that people a r e  sending orders 
elsewhere I will have to get up and get. If you allow 
the people to order goods from more thanone source 
then the goods will come into the Island. So long a s  
goods can be bowht, I am sure the merchants will 
have to decide to sell at  a competitive price. 

Mr. CH.AIRMAN: This, in my o?inion, is com- 
pletely irreleiwqi: to this Rzsdution. I have already 
drawn to the attention of hon. members the fact that 
we are  dealing with a sum of money to construct a 
building to be leased to the Barbados National Co- 
operative Development Society Ltd. Let the hon. 
member proceed to deal with the Resolution. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, I am going to pro- 
ceed with the Resolution, but I hope you would not 
think that I am being rude when I say this. I am 
referring to myself; I was also a Chairman; if I 
allowed one member to ramble, then I would allow 
all to ramble. Here it is I am replying to some of 
the things said by the Minister. I want to help the 
Minister and set the records right, If you did not 
want me to reply to what the Mlnister has said, you 
should hsve stoppzd him Lecaus~  he xas irreleva_~t. 
I am trying to tell the Mmister h3w he could solve 
th13 problems to which he has ~ f f e r e d .  Thz Minister 
mentioned something about the industry and compe- 
tition. Whether you allow me o r  not, I am prepared 
to try to reply to him. If you stop me, you should 
have stopped him. The Minister also said that we 
would have to come together like a bundle of sticks. 
If I reply to the Minister and mention these points, 
can you say that the things were not in the Resolution? 
The Minister was dealing with a clear cut Resolu- 
tion, and he wanted every member of the Committee 
and the public to know what the Government was 
doing. The Mrnister could not just say:"I want 
$200,000." (As ides )  

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I cannot hear the hon. senior 
member for St. Joseph because of the noise ma23 by- 
the hail. senior member for  the City. I hope that 
hon. members would observe Standing Orders 
No. 29 (6) .  ( A s i d e s )  The hon. senior member 
fo r  the City should know better than what he is doing. 
If he continues to do this, I shall have no other alter- 
native than to use the authority vested in me. (As ides )  
Let the hon. senior member for St. Joseph proceed 
with the Resolution. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, the hon. junior 
member for  St. Peter  mentioned that $200,000 was 
not sufficient to construct the building. What must I 
do now? I am only replying to the speeches that you 
have already allowed to have been made. If you 
stop me, it will clearly show that you do not want 
me to speak. 



Mr. CH.4IRMAN: 1 understand the hon. mem- 
bzr when he says that h,e was a Chairmsn bzfore, 
and I b ~ l i e v e  that he will certainly try to set  a 
precedent to those hon. members who have strayed. 

Mr. SMITH: If the members strayed, you al- 
lowed them to stray; you allowed the Minister to 
make his points. (As ides )  

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Let the hon. member proceed 
please. 

Mr. SM-TH: Mr. Chairmim, this is avery  serious 
point I am now going to make, and I believe that it 
affects you because you a re  a small business mcm 
and a small shopkeeper in the country. The Gov- 
ernment is going to construct a building and lease 
it to Bd4NDC03, and BANDCOS is going to do i ts  
utmost to sell things as cheaply as possible . It will 
be a building with cold storage facilities. A build- 
ing with cold storage facilities to store what? I s  it 
going to store stones? This building is going to store 
food to sell to the consumers of this country. This 
This building will not be constrclctedto store ccm~snt. 
BANDCOS does not deal in cement, b ~ t  with food. 

As  man a s  the Government constructs this build- 
ing and BANDCOS s tar ts  to vork the consumPrs in 
the country districts who owe you money will come 
to town and bxy thsir  goods at BAXDCOS. Wusn :his 
mcrchants see that their business is being cut and 
BA!WZOS is doing all of the trade, the mcrchants will 
call oa you for  their money. YOJ will then have to 
pay cash for  your goods, and you will have to tell 
your customers that they mljst pay cash for che goods 
they want to purchase. 
11.10 a.m. 

These customers cannot buy everything for  cash, 
because you know chat when it comes to Wednzaday 
and Thursday it means crediting. As soon a s  you call 
on them to p y  cash, you know what is going to bs 
said. You know what the Oppsit ioa cantell them and 
it is going to stick. They will say it is becauss oi the 
Government, that you couldgo to A's shopand credit 
something until you drew your money, but now you 
have to pay cash &cause th,? Government has szt  up 
an organisation to stop that. Th? merchant i s  g ~ i n g  
to tell the shopkeeper that and the shopkeepsr will 
tell the c11,storner that. YOJ have to go easy on this 
matter and unless you a r e  prepared to subsidise the 
other people that owe th,? merchants .md pclt them 
in a ps i t ion  to pay the merchants and then buy 
somewhere else, you are  heading fo r  trouble. You 
know it, Sir, a s  I do because bothyou and I a re  from 
the country districts. I am a poor struggling shop- 
keeper and I know the burden 1 have especially when 
i t  comes to October and November when there is no 
work. Really and truly i t  may not k so nowbecause 
they a re  going to get five days' guaranteedwmk, but 
when th?y got two and three days the shopkeeper had 
to carry the burden. The shopkeepers in the rural 
areas  a re  carrying this Island on their backs when 
i t  comes to the working class pzople. Their proper- 
ties and everything a re  at stake, and a s  soon as 
BAWZOS comes into operation fully, - 1 know it  is 
going to be cheilpandwill helpthe people - the people 

will take the money they would spend with the shopkeep- 
e r s  andcome into town and not one cent will go to the 
shopkeepers; but the merchants will lx calling on the 
shopkeepers to pay their  d?bts. That is a serious 
matter. Until you can shield the shopkeepers andtake 
them completely out of the hands of the merchants, 
then too fa r  east  is west, and the merchants will 
be only too glad for that. They a re  only crediting me 
because I owe them and I am crediting from them 
because 1 cannot pay them. There a r e  some shop- 
keepers they would be glad to squeeze now, but they 
have to think in terms of everybody. We cannot think 
of 100 while five a r e  dying. 

Mr. Chairman, one should not think that because 
BANDCOS has money that i t  will get things from 
overseas too easily, because if BAND'ZOS is going to 
o p r a t e  and keep tho big merchants from making 
their turnover, th? news will go abroad and in- 
structions will be given to squeeze th'sm and they will 
be squeezed, and you will be back in thz hands of the 
merchants again. BANDCOS will not have i t s  own 
overseas agents; i t  has to buy through an agent 
here and h? knows what to do already. 

When I was a baker I went to a particular agent 
to buy flour who told me I would hzve to buy at  least 
1,000 bags p r  month. I agreed at the time bzcause 
I could do this, but when he quoted the price, it was 
dearer than 1 could get it from th? merchants. You 
cannot do anythin2 to h ~ l d  up these merchants and the 
people are  likely to sgffer. I would ask the Minister to 
go about this very slowly and see how i t  is going to 
work. This is election year and nothing should be 
done to allow the merchants to stick out on the 
consumer, because there a re  some consumers who 
do not come to the city at all; they have their  own 
small shopkeeper and they can carry a dollar bill 
and carry home $1.50 in g ~ x i s ,  and this is h o ~  it 
was working from the time I was a child. Now if 
you do this in such a way that the shopkeeper has 

' 

to stop that person, there will be trwble.  The shop- 
keepers in the country a re  suffering. You should 
do somzthing to help them first, o:herwise the people 
would not get any food since they would have to buy 
it. 

Now the hon. junior member for  St. Peter  said 
that $200,000 are  not sufficient for  this building. 
1 too would think so, b u ~  hc has left me on a limb 
because he did not say how much it would take. 
If he says i t  is insufficient, then he knows how much 
would d3, but he withheld that from us. If he had 
said that for a building 10 ft x 10 ft  it would cost so  
much at so milch pzr  square foot, then I would b~ 
convinced, but he just said that it is not sufficient. 
What 1 believe he might have lost sight of is that 
this building is going to be built by the Government 
and if  the sum is  not enough the Government can 
come back to the Chamber f o r  more. Hz may be 
thinking that thqs $200,000 will be for  cold storage 
and stocking and the building proper, but I suppose 
this may h f o r  the bililding and then they will come 
f o r  money f o r  the equipment. The hon. member should 
not make statements when he cannot prove them, he 
should state how much it would take otherwise he is 
fooling me, himself and the public also. 



Mr. Chairman, I can go to Harrison College now 
and criticise the headmaster, but then he can ask me to 
put him right ifhe is wrong, and I would not be able 
to put him right because he may put some figures 
before me that I cannot see fa r  less  read. You can 
take any kind of implement o r  tool and put an idiot 

to dig down tnm building, but if you ask him to put 
it back up as  soon a s  he has dug it down, he would 
not ix able to do it. Talkis very cheap; so let us get 
the b-~siness and fix it right. That is what we have 
to do when we are  going to criticise. I have made my 
point to show the blinkte r whe re  in my opinion he will 
have to go easily in Loing this a s  far  a s  the Society 
i s  concerned, because no sooner than the building 
is erected and leased, Government may have to lend 
them money to carry oil the business. People will be 
able to go there and make their pachases  on Friday 
evenings and pay their $15 o r  $29 and go back home, 
but there are some who cannot do that, o r  if they do 
they would b? putting thzmselves in trouble because 
they owe the shopkeeper $10, $20 o r  $50, and a s  soon 
a s  these customers go to BANDCOS and get some- 
thing at a cheap price the shopkeepzr i s  going to sue 
 the^:^. They will he put in court andtheir houses will 
b? levied on. You should try not to let that happen; 
do everything .GI a uniform way and help everybody. 

Those are my views, Mr. Chairman. I cannot 
ge any further because th? Chair will draw my at- 

tention to the fact that this is for a building, but a s  
I say, thew &re certain aspects of it that will lead 
us into trouble. 
11.20 a.m. 

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Chairman, I am very glad to 
see a Resolution of this nature for this amount of 
money for the erection of a building and cold 
storage facilities in order to store food for the in- 
habitants of this Island. It is long overdue becauss 
by not havingcold storage facilities lots of planters 
cannot plant their own food. Before I go further I 
must congratulate you for the way you have conducted 
the business today, because you have stopped many 
members' tongues from breaking the speed law; they 
were speaking so quickly that they would have to 
break the speed law. I trust that both you and the 
Sper+b.-  w ~ u l d  realise that you have the helm in your 
hands and it i s  for  you to know when the ship is 
going off i t s  course. If you allow the ship to go off 
i ts  course and off the latitude i t  will go down on the 
longitude and you will not be able to control it. ?his 
Resolution is of a good nature and I am happy to 
support it. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDXARDS: Mr. Chairman, I just 
want to point out that the hon. membermade th l  p i n t  
that $200,000 is not enough, a s  though we were fi- 
nancing the whole venture. I pointed out that 17,000 
shares had already been sold and that 130,000 have 
b?en agreed to. The whole operation as  originally 
planned is a $425,000 operation comprising $250,000 
f o r  land and b~ildings $30,000 for  fixtures, $130,000 
fo r  stock and $15,000 for miscellaneous items, so 
we a re  not talking about a $200,000 operation, we 
a r e  talking about initial venture. The hon, member 
has lost sight of the fact that shares are king sold 

and the business i s  going to be capitalised at a cer-  
tain rate that people who have shown interest in the 
enterprise can come in.The hon, member criticisedf 
the Government, but I thought I had made it clear 
that Government i s  giving assistance to BANDCOB 
because the Government is aware that something has 
got to be done and its approach to this problem is to 
give this assistance. 

1 want to erase any doubt in anybody's mind that 
it is a G~vernment agzncy, Governm~nt inexercising 
i ts  right to the Cooperative venture in this country 
is just giving assistance to BANDCOS in keeping 
with the policy on this venture. I think that the senior 
member for  Christ Church was the most reasonable 
member wh3 spoke, and he pointed out that it was 
laudable and congratulated us in the action we have 
taken, but h3 would like to 3% the laws in relation 
to Cooperatives reviewed. I wmtl to give th'e assur-- 
a x e  to the hm. mnmher that consideration is being 
given to the laws relating to Coopratives, 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, I was n3t in my 
place fo r  the most part of this debate but I would 
like to find out how they inteaj  to repay Government. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: It is nt3t a loan given 
to the Cooperative Society, Government is construc- 
ting a building and intends to lease i t  to the Society. 
The terms of the lease have not yst been agreed to 
but we a re  here dealing with a matter ofprinciple 
and we feel that this is a ste;, which if handled in the 
right manner can assist us in lowering the cost of 
living. There were a lot of people who applied fo r  
shares but did not take them up because they wzre 
awaiting a Government decision but a number of 
shares have bzen sold. Any m e m k r  of the public 
can go in and purchass shares, the invitationis open 
to all, the fellow with his $10 a s  well a s  th,? fellow 
with his $5.03, i t  i s  encouraging Barbadians smzll 
and great to join in the exercise. 

T h e  question that Head 101 stand part was put and 

resolved in t h e  affirmative without division. 

Head I02  - MIl l l STRY  O F  COMMUN[CATIONS  A N D  

WORKS - m a s  ca l l ed .  

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: ML'. Chairman, I made 
a statement in this Chamber just a few days ago 
giving the n u m ~ k r  of r a a j s  which have keen done 
over the last ten years. Government has bzen re-  
cently concentrating more on private tenantry roads 
and subsidiary roads for highway rehabilitation, 
espc ia l ly  at this time, and it is Government's 
policy to come in and repair privately owned tenan- 
t ry  roads according to the Tenantry Bill which was 
passed in this Chambx a few years ago. 
11.30 a.m. 

If these tenantries -re owned by four o r  five 
persons Government co step in, because they then 
became roads owned by separate and private people. 
Today we still have tenantries owned by one o r  two 
individuals. For example, Holder' s Tenantry, Fields' 



Tenantry, Tenantries in Bush Hall, etc. T h t ,  = owners 
of these tenantries can no longer increase rents 
unless th,?y make applications which will have to be 
decided by the Cabinet o r  tha Government. (Mr. 

ERNEST MOTTLEY: " By the Magistrate.") Through 
the court by the Magistrate, Sir. Now, this would nor- 
mally create a hardship for these people if they 
could not increase their rents and still had to keep 
the roads in order. Government has, therefore, 
decided to da these tenantry roads, bzcause it recog- 
nises that they are  all taxpayers in the country and 
a re  entitled to certain rights. 

Today when people have to move off the various 
tenantries, every tini2 you move a house it creates 
additional expenditure. F o r  instance, if a F o r  man 
built a house and ha had to move it, i t  would create 
additional expenditure. Some of these houses are  in 
such bad condition - termite eaten - that a s  one of 
my colleagues, the hon. junior member for St. 
Thomas, used to say, you would have to mo fe them 
in a paper bag. Some of these houses a r e  still 
standing and habitable, but when you go to move them 
a big hardship is created not to mention the difficul- 
ty of not bzing able to find other land in St. Michael 
o r  in the area on which to put them. It is hard on 
people, after living 30 o r  40 years on one spot 
to find somewhere else on w?~ich to p ~ t  their houses. 
There is also the hardship of having to pay for re- 
moving the house and for  the repairs that will have to 
be carried out. 

Mr. Chairman, wz are  very inferested in carry- 
ing out this programme on a large-scale basis. We 
have reduced the work of rehabilitation of highways, 
and we are concentrating on imprwrements to most 
of these tenantries at this time. Under Head 102. 
Item 11 - Private Tenantries - we are  asking for the 
sum of $286,640, and under Item 4 - Subsidiary Roads 
- we a re  asking for $275,270. Mr.  Chairman, I think 

that all h'm. members on the other side have agreed 
that this should be done. We are doing these roads 
all over the Island. I am asking that these Supplemen- 
tary Estimates be approved to enable us to coatinue 
carrying out this very urgent community programme, 

I beg to move that Head 102 -Communications and 
Works - stand pars. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. St. JOHN : Mr. Chairman, I have had a look 
at the list. For  a long periodoftime weon this side 
have been calling on the Governmcnt to produce such 
a list. It is a great pity that in the production of the 
list those responsible for it did not pay heed to the 
various number of questions w?lich were asked 
during the couxse of this session. I remember the 
time when a long debate t o ~ k  place in this Chsmber 
in respect of private tenantry roads. Lookingat the list 
one could see that it was ollly after some period of 
time that the Government decidzd that i t  could adopt 
the principle of dealing with tenantry roads. The 
distinction h tween  sub~idiary  mads and private 

tenantry roads is still not very clear to me. I remem - 
ber when I used to h Legal. Adviser to the So~thern  
District Council that thtzre used to b? an Item called 
"Other Roads", and those "Other Roads" were 
made up of roads which the Council a s  an act of p l i c y  
decided, having regard to a private petition which 
had been sent to it, that the Parishfor the f irst  time 
would take them over. Wbzther o r  not the roads were 
private tenantries, once the owners agreed and signed 
to that effect under the Highways Act, the District 
Council used to take over the roads. All along I was 
never carried away by this argument that you could 
not go into a man's private tenantry and =pair roads. 
It is now clear that at long last the Government has 
got around to this idea that it is going to repair  
tenantry roads. 

Mr. Chairman, I d3 not want i t  to be thought o r  
said thst this is any new departure in policy. Any 
member on the other side who has sat on a Vestry, 
on the Southern District Council, the N o r i h n l  Dis- 
trict Council, o r  on the City Council would know that 
there a re  two prongs of attack in relation to private 
tenantries: one was under the Public Health Act, and 
the other ms under this provision of anextraordinary 
grant whichused to come from the Central Gov- 
ernment to the Vestry, and they took over the mads 
f o r  the f i rs t  time when they were called "Other 
Roads". Looking at the Christ Church list, I oaly 
researched the number of questions that I have asked 
in here during thz last 5years, and1 have sp:cifically 
draw11 the Government's attention to a number of 
roads - roads particularly in the Lodge Road area. I 
know that, when the Southern District Councilhad 
made i t  a pdicy that i t  was going to dz~ the Lodge Road 
Tenantry roads over a p x i o d  of 5 years bzfore the 
abolition of Central Government, only one such mad 
was completed leading from Lodge Road to Church 
Hrll. On the same road going highzr up, there are  
three parallel roads: one immzdiately above 
Aberdezn's shop which leads into the back of the * 

cemetery; one further up above Mr. Welsh, the 
school teacher; further up in Ashby Land, there is 
another one further up still  by the Church just where 
the tenantry was before i t  removed, and not one of 
these has been touched. I have on record questions 
relating to them for a long period of time. 

Mr. Chairman, what makes me very amoyed 
about this whole situation is that I see in here, under 
private tenantry mads, Parish Land. Parish Land 
could never be a private tenantry road. Mr. Chairman, 
you were a member of the SouthernDistrict Council, 
and you will remember that par? of Parish Land Road 
was repaired by the SouthernDistrict Comcil. Parish 
Land was owned b l  the Foundation School Trust, and 
i t  is now owned by the Government. That is a Govern- 
ment mad. What kind of tenantry road could Parish 
Land be? What do we find? Ineffect, in Christ Church.... 

Hm. C. E. TALM.4: On a point of order. Mr. 
Chairman. No one has ever  intimated that Parish Land 
is a tenantry road. That road has bzen done from time 
to .time. (As ides )  If i t  is mentiomd there it is 
wrong. I have had that road done already. 



Mr. ST. JOHN: Mr. Chairman, the list says so, 
and I object to that, 

Mr. LOWE: Mr. Chairman, on a p i n t  of order. 
I am not prepared to allow the Hon. Leader of the 
Opposition to get away with that. Parish Land must 
be considered as  a private tenantry road. The words 
"private tenantry" means a tenantry w!dch belong to 

one individual owner. 
11.40 a.m. 

The words "private tenantries" mean a tenantry 
which belongs to an individual owner, so  therefore 
since Government is the owuer of the whole of Parish 
Land, i t  must be stated as  a private tenantry. 

Mr. ERNEST MOTTLEY: That is nonsense. 
Since the owner is the owner of a public road, if the 
owBer is the owner of Swan Street, is that a private 
tenantry? 

Mr. LOWE: The fact r3mains that a private road 
in this context means where the complete tenantry 
belongs to one owner. 

Mr. CRAIG: On a p i n t  of order.... 

Mr. LOWE: I am on a point oP ordor. Tenantry 
roads here mean where one individual owns the com- 
plete tenantry; (As ides )  

Mr. CkiMR:MAr\l: While a membzr is speaking, 
all other mzmbers shall be silent. 

Mr. LOWE: In all the parish lands which were 
rented to individual persons and owned by Govern- 
ment, these lands are  also private tenantries. 
Subsidiary roads are  where yo2 have more than one 
Tndividual owner. The h3n, senior memberfor Christ 
Church said that he sent in apetition. When a petition 
comes in, you look at it to see that these pzople as  
land-owners are prepared to turn over this road to 
the Government for proper construction and main- 
tenance; so I want one and all to realise that private 
tenantries only mean tenantries belongiq to an in- 
dividual owner, whether Government o r  otherwise. 

Mr.  CHAIRMAN: I take that to be a point of ex- 
planation and not a point of order. 

Mr. St. JOHN: This is where wq2 will have to show 
what is wrong with the Department, &cause the hon. 
member was Chairman of the Highways Committee 
in the Southern District Co~ncil. I defy the hon. mem- 
ber...... 

Mr. LOWE: On a p s b t  of order, I was at no 
time ever Chairman of the Soathem District Council 
o r  Vice-chairman of the Highways Co-nmittee. 

Mr. ST. JOHN: Now the position is that I know 
and the hm. junior member for Christ Church knows 
that the main roads in Parish Land were always 
done by the Vestry and the Southern District Council. 
They built these roads, so do not come and tell me 
now that i t  is any private tenantry. These wae 
parish roads fo r  years. I know, Mr. Chairman, you 

know and everybody wh:, knows the area  knws that, 
and I say that they only p t  in Parish Land k c a u s e  
in truth and in fact they are  trying to deprive Christ 
Church of its dl? a n m o t  of tenantry roads, and I 
will list them for you now. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: On a point of order, I have 
had the privilege of representing Christ Church for 
24 years, and I happen to know what I am talking 
about. What the hon. senior member for Christ Church 
has said is absolutely correct. Parish Land is n ~ t  a 
private tenantry road; i t  is an old parish road which 
has always been done by the Vestry andthe Southern 
District Council, and money has beea vated by tho 
Central Government to assist them :n carrying out 
the pr~grammnt:. As Minister of Commmications and 
Works I bzve had the privilege of doing not only 
parish land roads, but Amity hdg= also and I saw 
to i t  that the barbzrgreen was used in getting it done 
in a big way. 1 want to explain another point because 
I cannot sit here and hear a lot of tomfodery going 
on. Provided a tenantry road is owned by one indi- 
vidual all well and good, bl~t  in Parish Land, although 
99 acres  belonged forineriy to the Williams Trust, I 
was a m e m k r  of the Governing BoSy of the Fomds- 
tion Schods from 1944 to 1948 and again fram 1951 
to 1954 when the Ministerial system came into being 
and I was forced to resign because I b x a m e  a Min- 
ister, and I happened to h o w  that the 99 acres  of land 
were given for  the s u p p r t  and education of poor 
white children, but wz had that over-ruled so that 
coloured m d  black children could bonefit also. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Point made. 

Hon. C, E. TALMA: I have not finished yet. With 
your pzrmission, Mr. Chairman, the land a: Parish 
Land is not owned only by the Williams Trust nor 
the Government. There are  many other owners in 
Parish Land m d  the land runs to the bottom mad on 
either side of which other p o p l e  owil land. W h t  ththe 
hon. membzr has said is nct in truth and in fact the true 
case because the land is not all vested in one p rson .  
Provided what the hon. member said were the facts, 
i t  wwld all bz wzll and good, but those are not the 
facts. The facts a re  that Parish Land is olviled not 
only by Government but by many other individual own- 
ers.  

Mr. ST. JOHN: Seriously, I think the Government 
should =view thzir programme in respect of Christ 
Church. They a re  really unfairhg them because 
tbsy should not classify Parish Land for the reasons 
said before as  a private tenantry. I see yo3 h w e  a 
road here marked "Cane Vale". I do not know your 
definition of Cane Vale. I want to know if this is the 
road which was formerly part of Cane Vale planta- 
tion that Mr. Power cut up and leads up b?twsen the 
Silver-Hffl/Gall Hi l l  Housing Area and Cane Vale 
main road. Won. C. E. TALErlri: That is right.) Well 
I hope that the Government will pay strict attention 
to the problem in that area  bzfore they build a road. 
The problem thsre is drainage and if you b&ld a 
road it is going to k taken away b x a u s e  of drainage. 
Th? water comes down the hill off the houses now 
that you have paved the whole of the Gall Hill/ Silver 



Hill housing a rea  and will eat out any mad you put 
there unless you decide to go underthe hill o r  some- 
where around with your drainage experts and build 
suck wells. That plantation umdto have alot  of s w k  
wells, but they have not been cleaned for ten years; 
so there is nothing to take off the water. 

Mr. Chairman, a petition for a road was sent 
in by over sixty people in Maxwell Hill next to the 
King's residence w!lere from half way up Maxwell 
Hill leading back up to Silver Hill there is electricity, 
and there is a natural set out area with a big road 
reserve, and nothing has happened. (Hon. G. G. 
FERGUSSON: How long?) This was done last  year 
and I drew it to the attention of the Ministry. I hava 
a file with documents on Maxwell Hill, and they have 
k e n  begging for that road for years. You see, by 
abdishing Local Government you have lost that in- 
timacy of contact between the governors and the 
governed, and when they have to deal with the Min- 
istry that intimacy of contact is lost, and I have 
been appealing to the Government early to sat out 
their proposed programme and circulate it to M, P s  
so that those to whom their constituents come would 
be able to make some suggestions before you comcL 
to finality. We come here andaskquestions, but what 
we ask questions about.... 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: On a point of order, the hon. 
member will not get away with anything either. It is 
a track that the hon. member is speaking of and 
not a road as  such. The owners of the houses ad- 
joining would want td have a road instead of a track 
which now exists. There was never a road. You 
have these tracks and gradually they are  handed over 
and become roads. 
11.50 a.m. 

Having these tracks leading in and this gradual 
handing over they become roads, so the hon. mem- 
bur is referring to atrackandnot a road. If the hon. 
member has a copy of that petition1 have not g ~ t  one; 
if they have not drawn i t  to my attention I cannot 
help. 

Mr. CORBIN: Mr, Chairman, I would rsally like 
to give a little light on these roads they are talking 
about. A private road is  a private road but it bz- 
comes a tenantry road as  soon as  the Estate was 
sold out leaving one track leading to other people's 
land, but when it is owued by anindividual it is called 
a private road. We have in St. Andrew private roads, 
tenantry roads and public roads; a s  soon as  Govern- 
ment takes over any road and reconstructs it it 
becomes a public road, but it must be a tenantry 
road where many people have bought the land, where 
the Estate failed to cut the roads properly and only 
a track was left. That is all I know about it. 

Mr. ERNEST MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairmean, I 
think I can add something to this debate, I have had 
to deal with tenantries, privately and otherwise for 
the last 30 add years. What the last  speaker has 
said is partly correct, but i t  seems to me as though 
it has nat been correctly defined. Plantations had 

roads in common running through the a m a  for which 
neither person buying land on either side could stop. 
Those were public tenantries kno-xu as  roads in 
common. Earlier  w?~en previous Governments started 
to do such tenantry roads you had to get persons 
to sign that they would give permission to do the 
road, because in each conveyance there were per- 
sons having parts of the road on either side. You can 
start  from Jackmans, Haggatt Hall, Salters and ga 
out to St. Thomas and you wi l l  find this is the situa- 
tion that obtained. 

There are  such things as  privately owned tenan- 
try roads w!iere the tenantry is owned byone p r s o n  
o r  by a limited 1iab;lity company, and one such ten- 
antry was Hanschell's tenantry. Where I disagree 
with the Government is this, I happen tobe agent for  
certain tenantry roads and the Minister has not 
mentioned this. I would never be party to any Gov - 
ernment walking into a privately owned tenantry road 
and doing it without having the o,vner pay something 
at sometime, betterment charges etc., but let us 
take Hanschell's land, if you w?re togo to se l l i t  
out without the roads being fixed you might get a p ~ i c z  
of 60 cents per square foot. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: On a point of order, Mr. 
Chairman, w!ien we decided a few jrears ago on these 
tenantry roads, this was the very procedure that we ' 

started so that the Government could collect a certain 
amount of revenue, but after all the people still live 
in these roads and there has beeq so m-lch delay for 
so many years that we decidsd to' go in and do these 
roads in accordance with the provisioas .S the Ten- 
antry Bill which prohibits the increase of rent, bz- 
cause people are  still living in these roads and suffer 
great inconvenience. 

Hon. C. E. TALM.4: Bcfore the hon. member 
continues, it was during myr tenure of office as  
Minister of Comlnunications and Works in 1965 that 
we first thought of doing tenantry roads, and a 
CommXtee was set up which unfortunately never re- 
ported, b a  this Committee was to l o ~ k  into the 
possibility of getting the ow'iers to do these roads, 
with the result that the Government has fallen back 
on the policy of doing the roads at Government 
expense provided it receives the permissioa of the 
owners. 

Mr. ERNEST MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I am 
not opposed to that, but it seems to me that neither 
of the Ministers knows the Act they a re  working on. 
I am calking about betterment charges. All I am 
saying is this, there is no reason w?iy you should not 
go in b8 do the roads to protect the tenants, but I 
am saying you have not abolished the Public Health 
Act whereby the Government had the right to fix the 
price of land. Let us put it this way, the Government 
goes into Cave Hill by the University and cuts a 
road; Mrs. Branch sets up a tenantry a s  a result of 
Government making the road and Government can 
charge 25%. Without that road the land would have 
been valued at 60 cents a square foot but with road 
you can get $1.00 as a result of a k t t e rment  charge. 



Hon. C. E, TALMQ: On a point of order, the hon. 
member has had a lot of experience in here and he 
can always find another defence to put up, the question 
of a betterment charge is only the price on the sale 
of the land, if there is no sale how can we collect 
betterment charges? 

Mr. ERNEST MOTTLEY: This is not absolutely 
correct, what 1 am saying is that Local Government 
had the authority to pay the rates and char& people 
but we did not have the machinery, but when the 
land is being sold some machinery could bz put into 
effect. 
12.00 noon. 

I am telling you now that you have sent letters 
to places like Water Hall and you hsve n w e r  had the 
people in to sign anything. Let me ask the Mlnister 
how many tenantry roads have been done and what 
increase in the rent will be made. If I cannot do the 
roads and the Government steps in and repairs the 
roads, there i s  no rsason w!ly I should get all of the 
profits. There is a diffe'rence between a tenantry 
road and a private tenantry road. As a matter of 
face, if you lo2k at the conveyance relating to the 
Bank of Nova Scotia you wi.11 see w?mt happens to the 
road on either side, but that does not make it a 
private road. At one time it m,st have been a mad 
which the Highway Comm:ssioners did not take over; 
then t k  Central Government cam* into k ing ,  and 
thm the Ministry of Communications and Works came 
into being. That is the process ysu have to go thrwgh. 

Mr. Chairman, I have abmt three letters which 
I have received from ?eople in connectionwith roads 
which were not tenantry roads. There must be 
b2tterment chargas in this matter, bxause  people 
are  chargins exorbitant prices for land. The Minister 
knows this. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Chairm.m, we on 
this side quite agree and realise such things as 
betterment charges. There are places where we have 
built roads and caused com?lete development to 
people's land. Nf,w, if the Govsrnmmt hsd gone on 
somebody's land and spent the taxpayers' money on 
that Imd, it would raise the value of the man's land. 
W2 still have the Tenantry Bill under which we can 
give people the necessary protection. We are  not 
putting in roads in these tenantries'when the land- 
lords can then overcharge the people. They cannot 
charge higher rents, and there is the p l i c y  that, 
if  these tenantries w-re to be sold, consideration 
would be given for the value of the land at the time and 
the value of it when it was set up for sale. As long a s  
I am on the side of this Government, we will make 
sure that the people will b-. protected. If the 
tenantries were going to be sold, we wouldendeavour 
to give the people an opportunity to w s i  the spots 
on which their houses were constructed. Perhaps 
the land could be bought so that the people would 
have an opportunity to purchase the spots. That is the 
general policy of this Government. We a re  not 
worried about the betterment charges in these 
tenantries. In big highway developments we would 
have to consider that. At present we a re  collecting 

charges in certain areas. We would like to see the 
people on the laad h y i n g  spot after spot as has bzen 
done by the people on Par r i s  b u d .  Only a few years 
ago Parr is  Gap was ownedby the two Fields brothers. 
The Eastern part was sold to individual owners. As 
Minister of Communications and Works, I en- 
deavoured to do work on the enti= area, but I could 
just get a s  f a r  as the point where one owner had sold 
out to individual owners. The balance o I  the land lead- 
ing to Fontabelle is still under one owner and it 
could not be done. I am now trying to do this par- 
ticular portion. Alleyne's Land and several of th=se 
tenantries are bzing dealt with at the moment. 

Mr. ERNEST MOTTLEY: Since private tenantry 
roads have been taken over, how many applications 
have bzen mcde to sell the land? 

Hon. G. G FERGUSSON: Applications fo r  the 
sale of land would not come to the Ministry of Com- 
m d c a t i o n s  and Works; they would have to go to the 
Ministry of Home Affaira. I would not know anything 
about that. 

Mr. ERNEST MOTTLEY: I will continue to say 
that if you go in and repair private tenantry roads, 
having abandoned the idea that the last Gavernment 
had - they had fixed the price beyondwhich a person 
could not go - How many applications have been made 
for  the sale of land? 

Hon. G. G. FERGCJSSON: Mr. Chairmm, I have 
already said that applications d=alin;3 with the sale of 
land would have to b sent to the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, and I could not give up-to-date information 
on such application unless they were sen: to my 
Ministry fo r  s o m e t h w  to b? done a b u t  them. The 
Senior Member for the City should r e m e m k r  that 
during the days of the City Council they had the 
right to do any of the tenantry roads and then collect 
the money from the owners. He knows h u t  areas  
like Bannister Land and other tenantries with abso- 
lutely no roads. It was rather ridiculoils for  the 
people to get to their homes. They had the right undsr 
the Public Health Act to fix those roads. We are  
now d ~ i n g  something that the previous Gover~went 
should have done. The previous Government never 
took any steps to see that mads were provided for  
those people. 

Mr. ERNEST MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I 
categorically dmy that, This is not the first Govern- 
ment that has done private tenantry mads. You are 
allowing people to sell the land without collect- 
the money that you have spent on it. I wou!d like yoa 
to find out how inany applications have been made, 
12.10 p.m. 

I am not trying to trick ths MinLster into any- 
thiry. I am trying to ask wtiat I know. People are 
asking landlonis to sell, b ~ t  pmsendy they do nDt 
have a fixed price bcause the Government absndoned 
the idea which the last Government had 02 f ixu a 
price. -1s is all I am aayfng and I om asking how 
many appllcotions them have k e n .  (Asides) ?he 
Minister says he does not know. 



Mr. WEEKES: Mr. Chairman, w!ien it com?s to 
dealing with roads, we always get what you call 
parish pump politics, and inmy case, I too would have 
to join in drawing the attentionof Government to the 
deplorable condition of some of th~z roads in the con- 
stituency which I have the honour to represent. I 
could not sit here and allow other membors to draw 
to the attention of the Government the condition of the 
roads in their constituencies and not draw attention 
to the condition of the roads in my parish. 

Now, Sir, as  you a r e  aware, the parish of St. 
Philip i s  the biggest one in this Island. It has a 
large numher of roads which in some cases were 
built by the defun:; Vestry and since th?n by the 
former Council. Some of these roads a r s  in need of 
repairs. In mc&ing this statement I am not for one 
moment criticising the Government, bat I feel it is my 
duty a s  a representative of the parish to let the Gov- 
ernment know that my constituents have been com- 
plaining regdlarly abmt these roads. I do hope that 
Government will find i t  possible to repair some of 
these roads in the verynearfuture. I realise that the 
Government has been doing its u:most for  the bsnzfit 
of the people of this Island, and if it happens that all 
the roads cannot be repaired at the same time, I 
am still asking that consideration bz also given to 
the roads in St. Philip. As you are  awdre, Sir, there 
is election fever in the air and you would expect me 
too to say a few words on behalf of my constituents. 

Finally, Sir, I am appealing to the Minister of 
Communications and Wgrks that when he is  con- 
sidering the repair of roads to also include the parish 
of St. Philip so as  to satisfy the people of that parish, 
which I boast, forms approximately one-seventh 3f 
this Government. I do hope that the Minister will 
take into consideration all that I have said in good 
faith and do i t s  utmost to assist tht? people of St. 
Philip and alleviate this hardship which they m.: st  
face from time to time owing to the deplorable con- 
dition of certain roads in the parish. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, the speaker who 
has just sat down struck a note which many of us have 
occasion to advert to in this House, the note that at 
certain times debates in this Chamber become 
parish pump debates. We cannot help this when we 
have to deal with roads, Mr. Chairman, since we no 
longer have Local Government, a forum where such 
matters a re  m3re properly thrashed ou:. It is there- 
fore necessary fo r  us to come here and talk about it. 

Now, Sir, we have heard a great deal in the past 
two years about the Government's repair of tenantry 
roads as  i f  it is something remarkable, something 
that only this Government has done. This of course, 
Sir, is untrua. Private teaantry roads have b2en re- 
parable by Commissioners of Highways ever since 
Barbados has ha3 a Highways Act, the only necessary 
thing is the consent of the oivner, andthere a re  paris 
of Barbados where mads had been made up in the 
past, they were elevated from the status of private 
roads into bzing subsidiary roads a s  a matter of 
description, not a s  a matter of law, merely b x a u s e  it 
is so long ago when they were cart  t racts  that people 
cannot no H rememh? r. 

I want to draw the attention of the Mmister to 
the roads in Arthur Seat, St. Thomas, which also 
started life a s  private roads, bilt afterthe plantation 
of Arthur Seat was cut up many years ago thz roads 
lxcarne highways in effecs since the public was 
allowzd freely to pass and rspass over them. Only 
yesterday I was in v a r i o ~ s  parts of Archur Seat and 
was trying to find out before the rainy season starts  
what the conlitions of the roads are,  and in several 
different parts of Arthur Seat I was told that the 
drainage of the roads there is very bad. I hope that 
when the Minister gets his supplementary vote that 
he will consider having the inspectors look at thlz 
general layout of the Arthur Seat mads andsee if he 
cannot improve the drainad= particularly at comers  
which were long ago built without any slippers, and 
around which, wlim the water rushes it will go 
around the comer  and flow down into the housing a reas  
on either side. I would be glad also if the Minister 
will be kind enough to look at drainage problems in 
the Carr inson Village district of St. Thomas. I have 
spoken before of the Carrington Village district of 
St. Michael and the drainage problems there. We have 
a Carrington Village in St. T h ~ m a s  with some of the 
highest rainfall in Barbados, and there are  h3usas 
placed just bzlow road level 011 the g d l y  side which 
has a continuing road problem. 1 am vzry dis- 
appointed not to see in the 1971-72 road works pro- 
gramme thlz mads  in Shop Hill. Now, Sir, we run 
across certain problem:; with a pariicular type o' 
road. 
12.20 p.m. 

Not only do roads which were once private tend 
to b3come public an3 !heir private positionforgotten, 
but also roads w!lich were once public tend to be- 
come by reason of lack of maintenance private roads 
in the minds of those whose duty it is to repair them. 
Particularly I would like to draw this M-nister's 
attention - because I do not bzlieve the hon. junior 
mem,kr for St. Michael has ever b2en Minister at 
the time that this was being discussed - to the road 
that leads through Shop Hill to Cane Garden, St. 
Thomas via Vaucluse Tenantry, Ham Pond and White- 
hall Tenantry. This is a public highway; even if the 
Minister was Jisposed bzcause of its rocky condition 
with grass  growing up the middle in such a state you 
cannot even put a water main in it, even i f  the M n -  
i s ter  was disposed by that to believe that i t  was a 
private ros5 and the property of Vaucluse Plantation, 
he should give up that idea because in 1954 the 1.7 
miles of road concerned was scbsd~~led  among the 
list of roads handed over by the b a d  Comm' ssioners 
of St. Thomas to Central Government. 

This road leads through a thickly populated 
area; i t  i s  an a rea  that i sa lso  rightforhousingde- 
velopment in my view, it has some of the finest if 
not the finest views in Barbados, it has views right 
through Bridgetown, it covers Vaucluse Tenantry 
which has many pzople and Whitehall village which 
has perhaps rather fewer people, since this very 
road problem is reducing the population in the 
western side of the tenantry area. It seems that them 
is some resolution on the part of the Ministry not to 
repair  the Ham Pond Road. I can understand in the 



ease of the previous Minister that he may have been 
somewhat prejudiced against some of the inhabitants 
of the road for  the i r  political views, I do n2t believe 
that the instan: Minister ei ther  has the prejudice 
against anyon,?, o r  more particularly in the case of 
St, Thomas, has  any views whatsoever a s  to road 
repai r  whichdepends upon the political character  of 
the neighbourhood concerned, but if he wants a little 
history of the road, it seems, according to my in- 
formation, that at Vaucluse Plantation instroctions 
have existed for  many yea r s  not to repair  this road 
since it is a public road. 

The Road Commissioners of St. Thomas took i t  
in hand f rom ?he Care Garden end and pushed it up 
about halfway, so that there is some road surface 
going to the end of Ham Pond, but the part of the road 
where people mainly live which runs from Shop Hill 
to Ham Pond, a straight road, Sir, has nzver been 
repaired, it is in bad shape and it prevents the 
carrying through of other services, for  Vaucluse 
Tenantry is still  without water; apart from the bad 
supply in Shop Hill, there i s  no main leading down 
t~ inany of the houses, andit  i s  without the ordinary 
amenities of life that w2 have come to take for  
granted. You can see Bridgetown from the houses in 
Vaucluse Tenantly, but you cannot get the most 
elementary service and the f i r s t  thing that n:,ods to 
be provided is ,  in my suggestion, a road, but there is 
no read work going on in St. Thomas at the present 
time, acco~cililg to the programme, the only roads that 
a re  suggested are-  in Arise Village - I cannot think of 
what substantial road works are  necessary in Arise 
Village, b ~ t  I would take i t  that it is ave ry  short 
road indeed, a couple of hundred yards that leads 
off Proute :I411 - and Hopewell Tenantry nodoubt will 
be repaired. Hopewell Tenantry seems to be a milch 
l a rge r  job than Vaucluse, although the population i s  
not the same; I welcome the repair  of Hzpwel l  
Tenantry, but the roads a re  not so bsd. 

When Senator Mapp was the Minister he brought 
water  into Hopewell, the inhabitants of Hopewellwzre 
then his constituents, and the road was partially made 
up at  that time, and the m,dn road that runs through 
t+- ,:>2,~izll towards Ashford is not in p~r t i cu l a r ly  bad 
shape. I would wzlcome the subsidiary road that runs 
to the west b:ing repaired, b ~ t  particularly I would 
have welcomed the road in Shop Hill bzing placed in 
the 1971-72 road works programrne. It is the most 
outstanding of the bad roads left in St. Thomas, and 
i t  will be nzeded, Sir,  in my suggestion, forwhatever 
purpose Vaucluse 'Tenantry and the surrounding 
lands a re  ever  likely to put to inthe future. If 
there is to be a different type of residential devel- 
opment, a road will b? neecle2 there, and it will be 
a shame to wait to do that road until the day when 
the Plantation s ta r t s  to sell  out thc land, perhaps for  
a m m e  middle class  typz of residential d3velopment 
while you make the agricultural labourers of 
Vaucluse Plantation and the factory workers  suffer 
under the very bad road condition that they have 
to put up with at the present time. If you live by 
Ham Pond Corner you then a re  in the situation 

where nobody can advise you to p~ : :  0.1 y)ur shoes 

=en a o r  wear your Sunday clothes if there has b- 
serious rainy day, because you have a lot of mud to 
negotiate before you can reach anywhere where the 
road i s  hard enough to walk on with co.-nfort. 

I have mentioned this road in connection with 
Y 

i ts  being a ma.1 that was a public highway, and is a 
public highway, but this fact is not recognised by 
the Go~ernment.  As the Minister will have been 
told recently in tho course of certain enquiries 
made of the Attorney General, i t  is possible to 
prosecute before a jury at  Sessions the person 
responsible for  maintaining the highways of this 
island for  public nuisance, for  non-repair o r  im- 
proper repa i r  02 the highways. If the Attorney 
General has given any other advice then I will have 
to say of him ivhat the hon. junior member fo r  
St. Thomas says of him in connection with advice * 
he has given to the Cabinet, and perhaps i t  may not 
accord strictly with the advice that a lawyer mDre 
conce m e d  in active practice might conceivably give, 
but nonetheless the Minister is aware of this problem 
at  the present time, and I mention i t  not to hold out 
a threat o r  anything like that, but I mention i t  be- 
cause the law in Barbados is extremely strict.  k t  y 
me read from the law relating to the Commissioners 
of Highways whose functions have now been assigned 
to the Minister of Comm-mications and Works. Sec- 
tion 10 of the Highways Act says "They shall have 
charge of the highways in their  respective parishes 
and shall make, construct, r e p ~ i r  and keep in proper 
o rde r  the same a s  to them shall seem ~ n e e t ,  and they 
shall from time to time ascertain the state and con- 
dition of the highways within their  respective distr icts  
and give the necessary orders  to the Inspectors of 
Highways fo r  the repa i r  of the same, taking care  
that those which mast  require repair  be f irs t  attended 
to". That is the duty placed by the Highways Act 
upon the Minister of Commmications and Works, it 
is not anything that a Civil Servant can decide he 
will not do this year, o r  do next year, this is a duty I 
placed on the ~ i n i s t r j .  Where a public highway exists  
and i t  can b? showu to be a public highway the a 
Minister is obliged to maintain it; the fact that no Min- 
iste r has eve r  bzen prosecuted at Sessions for  mis-  
feasance in maintaining a highway, if you would like 
me to use the Attorney Gzneral's words, does not 
mzan that i t  cannot be done. 
12.30 p.m. 

It should be done, and this road inst .  Thomas is a 
one of them which should have been dm?.  There is 
one other road to which I shall advert more shortly - 
since I have a certain interest in it, but i t  is a good il- 
lustration of a number of things that a r e  wrong with 
the Government of this country today. There i s  a road 
called the old Bow Road in Spsoner's Hill. This has 
been a public highway fo r  upwards of 200 years. AS I. 
long a s  conveyances and plans have k e n  made this 
has  been shown a s  a public highway; however, it has 
over  the last  80 years  been used less  and less b?- 
cause with the building of Codrington Agricultural 
Station, the erection of the wall and the establishment 
of the new Bow Road which runs along Codrington 
Agricultural Station wall. More pzople have come 
more and more to use that road. 



Some years ago there was adispute between the 
then Bridgetown City Council and the owner of the 
land at the top of this mad. (As ides )  Mr. Chairman 
if the heckling is of any importance, members must 
heckle with a louder voice so that 1 can answer them. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I would not advise any heckling 

in this Chamber. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, the owner of the 
land at the Spooner's Hill end of the old Bow Road 
was in dispute as  to what course the road should 
follow with the then Commissioners of Highways for 
St. Michael. I believe an offer was made of other 
land to give the road a different exit from the then 
exit that existed. The present exit exists. The Com- 
missioners of Highways in St. Michael operating 
through the then Bridgetown City Council were un- 
able to come to any agreement with the then owner 
of the old Bow Road and they, therefore, made up 
the road to the boundary of the then owner's land - 
a clear, indictable offence. If there is one thing that 
is certain i t  is that a half-made highway is punish- 
able by a judge and jury at Sessions. This you must 
take as  the law, Sir. Nevertheless, this wasnot pur- 
sued. It could still be pursued now, because there is 
no time limlt for prosecutions on indictment. It could 
still be pursued now in my opinion even against the 
successor of the Highways authority for half-making 
a road - a criminal offence. 

This course was not followed. The owner of the 
land by his Counsel, myself, wrote to the Ministry to 
say that the owner wauld be happy to have the road 
made up throughout, because the condition at the end 
was such that nobody who respecis his motor-vehicle 
- and this affects only the people who live in the old 
Bow Road - could ever dream of taking it over the 
rocky, half destroyed entrance to this particular road. 
A civil servant writes back without any respect for 
the law, without any respect for the inhabitants of 
Barbados and, indeed, without respect for the owner 
of the land, to say that it is not thought advisable that 
the old Bow Road should have an entrance to Spooner's 
Hill. It is not for  any civil servant to decide whether 
o r  not a public highway should b= the re. One of these 
days a civil servant will say i t  is not thought desir- 
able to drive up Broqd Street and, therefore, h? will 
leave a hole in Broad Street. 

This thing cannot be done this way, Sir. There 
are  people in the old Bow Roadwho have motor-cars. 
There is a c a r  repairer t h e z w h o  would be glad for 
the opportunity to be able to drive up Spooner's Hill, 
the shortest way to Bridgetown. Thzre are  people- 
who live there that want a chance to get out over 
the road to walk to Spooner's Hill. There is difficulty 
to walk on the road at certain times. A very noise- 
some rubbish heap has been established there; there 
is even an old lorry whicfi is standing where the 
road used to be, because the course of the mad has 
been changed. You have an old wheel-less lorry 
standing in the middle of this rubbish dump. Before 
very long - I must give the Minister warning - 
there is going to be avery big fire right there in that 
rubbish dump; the lorry and a l l  the stuff will be 

burnt, and you will see the line of the road a little 
better. 

Some years ago I remember asking, when the 
junior member for St. Thomas was Minister for  
Commiurications and Works, about the repair of 
this road. I asked a civil servant in the Ministry about 
it and he said to me: "If youwant the road repaired, 
I would not advise you to put your name to any docu- 
ment that comes to the Ministry asking for repair. 
You should get the people to petition and you should 
not have anything to do with it, because a s  soon 
a s  they see your name and they h o w  whom the road 
belongs to they are  not going to repair it." 1 did 
not believe him, Sir. 1 thought that it referred only 
to the then Minister; I discovered that I was wrong. 
As soon as my name enters on a piece of papzr to 
repair my father's road because he is the owner of 
i t  - it i s  a public highway, but he i s  the owner of the 
subsoil. As soon as  my nam? went on a letter to the 
Ministry - out of I do liot h o w  what - the Ministry 
decided that it was going to prevent the people of 
the old Bog Road, Spooner's Hill, St. ~ i h a e l  
North East, from having an exit on to Spooner's Hill. 
That is a road that 95 pzrcent of them use when they 
wish to get out on foot but, unfortunately, if they wish 
to drive they have to drive out of the Bow Road, make 
a sharp acute left turn and come back down - a detour 
of half mile. 1 do not believe that, until a personal 
copy of the letterwas sent to the Minister, h~ a was aware 
of this. 1 know that the hon. junior member for St. 
Michael i s  a man without pditical spite orvindictive- 
ness and he would not, in my opinion, allow political 
considerations to govern the choice of repair of a 
road o r  to decide that a particular road belongs to 
a particular man and, therefore, it must not be re-  
paired. 

Let mn ask the Ministry with respect to this 
question of its not being thought advisable to have an 
exit to Spooner's Hill, suppose my fatherdecides to 
repair thz road, will you come and stop him? Suppose 
he decides to give the people the exit on to Spooner's 
Hill although i t  is a public highway. Are they going to 
come and arres t  him for digging up the p ~ b l i c  high- 
way which, I believe, in theory could be done? H3w 
could the people in the Ministry talk about it not 
being considered vital to have an exit onto Spooner's 
Hill? It cannot be done that way. 1 give the Minister 
notice that no pavem.Znt o r  any roadwarks will cross  
any part of that land in Spooner's Hill, old Bow Road/ 
new Bow Roadwithout doing it under the Land Asquis- 
ition Act in here until that road i s  repaired. Do not 
bring the pavement anywhere along that part of the old 
Bow Road. If you cannot give the people a mad to get 
out, then you will have to remain with your con- 
venience otherwise. Do not let me see one piece of 
road - making machinery anywhere on thatlanduntil 
that road is done. That is a warning I have given here 
although not in my capacity as a member of the House 
You can put it in your cap that if you cannot give the 
people a road, then do not come andexpect to do any 
of those funny schemes with pavament 10 feet wide 
ntzarly as  wide as  the road itself. 



Mr. Chairman, the Minister has now had the 
benefit of my views on a rather  personalmatter,  but 
k c a u s e  I have s p n t  a little time on that I would not 
like him to ignore what I have said ea r l i e r  about the 
Shop H i u  Road in St, Thomas. I urge that road on him. 
With the road at Hopewell it is the largest  of the 
major  tenantry operations, because it runs through 
a tenantry although i t  i s  not a tenantry road. It i s  
the las t  of the major  tenantry operations that should 
be done in St. Thomas. Fie has time, Sir. I would sug- 
gest to the Ministel- that if h,? wants a monument to 
his  holding of that particular Ministqr, let him be able 
to say that a Minister who was a representative for  
St. Thornas held the hlinistry for  five years ,  but he 
held i t  for  one and in  that tim:: everybody in St. 
Thomas could say that he had a reasonable road to 
get out with. 

Hon, Go G. FERGUSSON: M r  Chairman, I have 
listenec! carefully to this debate,and I would like to 
say that one of the things that people in Barbados 
usually seem to think is that they live in th? very 
worst place and under the vcry worst conditions. The 
roads in Barbados a r e  better than all in any part of 
the West Indiez and in most psr t s  of the world when 
the size of Barbados i s  taken into consideration a s  
well a s  the amount of road works which have been 
done. I say without any hesitation that road works 
a re  expns ive .  Mr. Chairman, you will see from the 
l is t  circti!ated of road works and intended roads what 
is thc 4ctual policy of the hlinistry. 
12.40 pa. 

We have three things to consider very carefully 
In performing our road works programme. One is 
that we consider the number of people and services 
rendered by one road and i ts  cost against the number 
of people that can derive the greatest  benefit, and I 
think that in anjr countiy this iswhat should be done. 
if I had to spend $53,000 f o r  services for  10,000 
people, I would prefer  to spend it on 10,000 people 
than for  100. This i s  one of the things we have to 
consider in the Ministry very carefully. 

Secondly it is no use going into these 
tenantry roads and subsidiary roads where you got 
100 and 150 bmjo strings all over the place where 
d w  to the build-up of these a reas  large Coca Cola 
&rucks go over th? mads  and break up these banjo 
s tnngs ;  so in these a reas  one of the f i rs t  things the 
Ministry i s  doing is putting in water  mains so that 
the water  can k n m  completely under the earthwith- 
out any damage being done to the pipelines. With 
respect to the banjo strings running on the surface, 
the present law of this country makes i t  compulsory 
fo r  any owner putting in water  services to bury the 
pipe four feet in the land, but some of the soil for- 
mation in this country would make i t  impossible for  
most  people td put in the sen-i;a if they had to dig 
four feet because they wodd  have to get  a cutting 
machine to cut down the stone at their own expense, 
and this would b? so high that i t  wculd be completely 
impossible. This is one of the reasons why you see 
the lines on the surface, because i t  wodd  bt: finan- 
cially impossible fo r  some of these poor people to 
cut ridges into the soil f o r  over  100 feet distances 
to where they live; so  what we are considel-ing to- 
day in the Ministry, is working in conjunction with 

 he waterworks Department by putting in the mains 
and then the roads, make a c h x k  to find out how 
many people in the a rea  a r e  interested in water  so 
that they can make the application a s  soon a s  the 
main goes in and connect up, and when you put in a 
road you will have a good road for  a long time with- 
out having i t  cut across  within a few weeks a s  is the 
case with so many roads which have boen repaired. 

Mr. Chairman, drainage is another problem. 
When we put in a new road and i t  is barbergreened, 
the asphalt prevents the absorption of the water, so  
more water is flowing in the drains than normdly  
would have. All these are  things that the Ministry is 
concerned a b ~ u t .  It is very expensive but you will 
see that we a re  trying to concentrate on all the par-  
ishes. St. Michael has more bad roads than most of 
the other parishes because i t  is used more than any 
of the other parishes. It i s  built up to a grea ter  ex- 
tent than the other parishes, and we in St. Michael 
have a lot of reasonably ba-l roads, but because I am 
a representative of St. Michael and I am Minister of 
Communications and Works I would not like any per- 
son to feel that I should not have consideration for  
the eleven parishes in this country, because I 
am Minister of Communications and Works for  the 
Island and not for  a particular parish. I would like 
to assure  hon. members that in the road and works 
programme I pay great  attention to the over-all needs 
of the entire Island rather  than to a small  area. 

The hon. senior member f o r  St. Thomas made 
mention ol' certain roads and spoke of vindictiveness. 
As a Minister I can only b? advised. I am not an ex- 
pert in the field of road works. There is a Town 
Planner and there a r e  highways people who give ad- 
vice, and too often I have to depend on advice in the 
same way a s  the Civil Servants working in ths Min- 
istry. In connection with Bow Road, what they do is 
to re fer  the mat te r  to certain Departments like the 
Town Planning and Highways Department, and i t  is 
just like ei ther  one of us purchasing a piece of land 
and building a house on it, and the t e rms  and con- 
ditions of building a r e  that an outlet is not to be put 
on such and such a road. We in the Ministry have to 
take the same advice, and if the Town Planner says 
that an outlet from such and suzh a road should not 
be made on to a highway because it is dangerous, 
what can we do. This is no vindictiveness, 

Mr. ADAMS: On a point of order ,  the Town Plan- 
n e r  cannot say that a highway should not be there. 
It is a public highway. You cannot take a,lvice from 
the Town Planner that a highway should not run 
where i t  rcms. You should not re fer  i t  to :he Town 
Planner at  all. He cannot say that. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Chairman, I said 
that this a matter  fo r  the people responsible fo r  
highway im?rovement and the Town Planner and if 
they,do not think a certain road advisable as an out- 
let  on a public highway, I cannot do anything about it. 
I am no expert on tha:. I am an e x p r t  in my own 
field and when i t  comes to that 1 say  what I know. As 
a Minister I am no expert overnight. 



Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, I will not be long. 
Wa know that we have the best roads in the West 
Indies, but the worst road is in Fruitful Hill. Thatis 
a road that was abandoned over the last  six years. 
How the people manage to get to their homes I do not 
know, and i t  is time that the Government do somem 
thing with that road. I would like the Minister to tell 
me something on i t  right now. Do nat tell me any- 
thing about the soil conservation people saying that 
a road cannot be put there, because i t  will make me 
and the people there feel that the Government is 
sheltering &hind soil conservation. %re are other 
roads, but I will not worry to mention them yet. 
Fruitful Hill road was bad before Coggins Hill, Cog- 
gine Bridge went bad and they fixed it; it went bad 
again and it has been fixed and Fruitful Hill mad is 
still  there unrepaired. The people living there are 
not monkeys, they are  human b5ings like anybody 
else, and the same way you bent over backwards to 
repair washed-out bridges, you should d3 the same 
thing to give the people there a road to get in and 
out. If the Minister cares anything about thz people, 
I hope he will see that something is Qne. He should 
call on the Director of Highways and Transport to 
give him an estimate to see what the particularroad 
will cost and let us  spend the money there regardless of 
the consequence. There are  not many electors there, 
but you can lose by one vote and you canwin byone. 
But I am notwng to do with that this time; I am some- 
thing to do with the people who are  suffering to get 
out their crops and to get to and from their homes. 
People have to walk up places on their hands and 
knees. Are they animals? I hope the Minister will 
l o ~ k  into i t  and do something about it. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, I am at a loss to 
know how Government decides on i t s  priorities when 
i t  comes to the repair of these roads whether sub- 
sidiary o r  private tenantry roads. For instance, Sir, 
if one were to look at the list presented here by the 
Minister, i t  would be seen at a glance that the name 
of St. Peter is conspicuous by its absence from the 
list. 
12.50 p.m. 

You will find that in the district known as  Gays, 
the residents of that district petitioned the Ministry 
fo r  years and no mention has been made in this list 
of Government's intention to do anything to the Gays' 
road so as to help the Leacock and thewslkes 
families. This is a very densely populated area  and 
we see nothing is to be done by Government in this 

respect for these people. In the sams way you will 
find that the Castle Road leading from Gays' junction 
through Boscobelle to thz Risk is crying out for re- 
pairs and no mention is made by Government in its 

report that it is entitled for any sort  of considera- 
tion, but a s  other hon. membzrs have said, human 
beings live in these a E a s  a s  well, and why is it that 

Government is setting out to =pair tenantry roads, 
subsidiary mads and what else and is taking no 
thought of the needs of the people of the parish of 
St. Peter with reference to these particular roads? 

At Black Bcss leading to Mangrove Tenantry 
people find the greatest difficulty in getting to and 

from their homes, and every effort should b3 made 
by Government to do something for the people of 
this Mangrove Tenantry area. They too a re  human 
beings and deserve some consideration; why is i t  
that thsy are being neglected in this way? The road 
at Rose Hill from the Mile - a n d - Q u a ~ e r  junction go - 
ing north creates a drainage prohlem; the surface 
of the mad wants raising and p r o p r  gutters pro- 
vided so that i t  can lead off the wa&q in the culvert 
that ought to run aback of Mr, Harvey's shop. 
Instead of this, the water that comes down from the 
Rose Hill - Sunbury area has no proper outlet, breaks 
across the road in i ts  stride and flswtg on to Mr. 
Harvey's premises, and has ~guged  considerable 
d a m w  to the area. 

We feel that these are  present problems that 
call for immediate attention and not merely that 
Government should selegt certain roads, perhaps 
on the advice of some Civil Servant, and leave these 
matters undone. Major Walk at Speightstown in it- 
self is a road Governmc?nt buses uaa and the resi-  
dents in the area suffer considerahfy h c a u s e  there 
is no drainage provided, and something ought to be 
done to bring these people's minds at ease. One 
piece of road that could not escape any Ministerthat 
is concerned with the repair of these tenantry roads 
is a road at Six Men's; that road i a  one of theworst 
pieces of road, i f  it can be called a road, to bi found 
anywhere in any tenantry inthis Island. The Mh- 
is ter  in replying just now made mentiononthe points 
which are  to be taken into consideration when money 
is to be spent on these projects, but we are  saying 
here and now that there i s  no road by any standard 
that could measure up and stake i ts  claim more 
readily o r  with greater clarity than the Six Men's 
Tenantry Road. It is thickly popdated and the con- 
dition of the road in itself is very bad and creates 
a drainage problem:, something ought to be done and 
done quickly. 

I have made mention time and time again of the 
roads at Mount No. 1 and Mount No. 2, and I do not 
think i t  is necessary for me at this stage, except to 
say that the Minister made mention of laying in 
water mains when these roads have been repaired, 
to refer to these roads again. Here is  a case where 
the Minister should jump a s  from today to give some 
sort  of consideration to the people living at Mount 
No. 1 and Mount No. 2 with respect to the laying of 
water mains when these roads are  bsing constructed. 
They are crying out for  some sort of consideration 
from the Government, and I do not see how any Gov- 
ernment that is alive to its responsibility can really 
and truly continue to neglect the. people who live in 
these areas. One must feel a s  if the present Govern- 
ment owes a spite to the people of St. Peter. 

Time and time again when another hon. mem- 
ber, the hm. junior member for  St. Thomas, was 
Minister for  Communications and Works I tried to 
put the case of the people at Indian Ground, who have 
to depend on the track that leads beside the late 
H. I. Gill's ground which leads on to the Doughlins, 
the Johnsons and the Armstrongs.1 have h e a d t h e  



Minister talk about difficulties that the Government' 
encounters, and despite my repea:ed requests that 
the situation is now different from what i t  was in 
ear l ier  days m d  something could bz done, we can- 
not see o r  hear that anything tangible is undertaken 
for  the benefit of these poor pople.  The rainy sea- 
son is  now approaching, and with Government un- 
dertaking this limited programme, it does not answer 
the needs of the .po?le. We agree that all the roads 
in a l l  the parishes cannot D? attended to at the same 
time, but I have to say that there a re  some mads 
more deserving of consideration than others, even 
some that the Governm.~.nt has on the list that will 
be attended to, m d  J;ey cannot stand alongside of 
the others whenwe t3Le into considerationthe popula- 
tmn that has got to k p n d  on the bad state of sa3me 
of these other roads, a d  1 am to urge upon the Min- 
i s k r  to do everything that i s  possible togive con- 
sideratlon to these roads. In many cases I hzve only 
mentioned such roads that lend themselves most 
readily to the Mmmter's eye, b ~ :  there a re  several 
other roads in the parish that need repairs but we 
will not at this stage try to press everything on the 
Mjnister, wr w ~ ~ u l d  like him to take into considera- 
tion xhat w,- have said here. 
1.00 p.m. 

Mr.. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, I think a Resolution 
of this nature a: all timijs occupies the attention of 
the various representatives in their various con- 
stituencies, and I surely could not sit idly by without 
drawing to the attention of the Minister one o r  two 
roads in St. James. I think it was in 1966 when the 
f irst  question I tabled here .qas to have the tenantry 
road at Springhead built - not repaired. There are  
appraximately 203 residents at Srpingbsad, and if 
there i s  one set of peaple that I am rather 
sympathetic towards for the way they have been 
treated over the years with roads,wacer, lights, etc., 
i t  i s  the pop le  a: SFnghead.  The only thing they 
got from the Government in 5 years was a banjo 
line. Th\:re i s  n3 kind of road to get to them; they 
travel through tracks; they do not even have a sign 
to direct people where Springhead is ,  The Govern- 
ment has treated them with utter contemp: oirer the 
past 5 j a r s . .  

I recall that a former Minister of Commmica- 
tions and Works said, when he paid avisit thcre after 
my repea:ed complaints, that they could not do any- 
tMng about them because they were tenantry roads. 
I am now happy tv see that they h,we b r ~ u g h t  down a 
Re solution requz sting Gove rnment to spend additional 
money for the p u r p x e  af repairing th? roads. I am 
asking the Minister to pay a visit to Springhead, as  
his predecessor did, to see the conditions und'sr 
which these p o p l e  exist with r.?g.ard to roads. The 
road comes in from Black Bc s s it also brings you 
from the Sion Hill area. 

A few Sundays ago, while making my routine 
visit to some of my constituents, some of the resi- 
dents said that thsy would bz content with at least a 
little marl  filling in order that a doctor mzy be able 
to visit them in case of sickness. If there is a death 

in the area, you will be the most amazed person to 

see people walking a quarter mile with the corpse 
in the rain. They have a little track to travel through. 
When 1 drew it to the attention of the Minister, he 
asked me if the people in St. James now know 
that they want roads w?ien my Government was in 
power for 17 years. That is the type of reply a re- 
sponsible member of the Government gave to me. 

Mr. Chairmzn, I hope that the present Minister, 
though he will not be in here to do the roads - will 
make this a priority and put i t  on the short list in 
order to assist the people at  S~iinghead. The people 
will be contented, a s  they put it, with a little mar l  
filling. You can s p n d  thousands of dollars to repair 
Gemswick and to Barb3r Green somebody's garage 
- a lot of nonsense. That is why when psople accuse 
the Government of i m m ~ r a l i t y  no one canget annoyed. 
They are  seeing after themselves f irst  not realising 
that other pzople a r e  taxpayers of the country and 
they expect these things. As a representative of the 
people, I must come here and put their case at 
Parliamentary level. 

I should like also to d rav  another road to the 
attention of the Minister. I refer  to a link road ad- 
joining lower Carlton Gap NIL 1 with what they call 
the Reverend Hill. The actual base is laid out. The 
plantation many years ago provided this mad. Now 
that the Government has taken w e r  the tenantry 
roads something should be done. There a re  ap- 
proximately fifty o r  sixty ~ O J S P S  9ut there. They 
h,avs just installed some electric lights thzrc. 
(As ides )  The hon. junior m e m k r  fo r  St. Thomas 
says "election lights". You should have seen the 
people from the Electric Company with lo= 
pulling the p l e s  across in order to install the lights. 
It is necessary to have roads in that area, and I am 
asking th12 Government to give consideration to this 
matter as  responsible people would expect of them. 

A few months ago I asked the Minister of Works 
to come and go to Carlton with me. He is not in his 
place nDw, but if he were in his place would remem- 
ber  tha: I asked him to go to Carlton with me. I 
told him that I did no; want any cameraman to go 
with us, but I wanted to goto show him what I was 
talking about. It was a rsgular feature of the former 
Minister of Communications and Works not to be 
able to find a particular area  in St. Jam23 whenever 
he went there, in the same way as they could not find a 
place called Rock Hall in St. George a few wesks 
ago. We had to produce a map in here to let them 
see that there is a place called Rock Hall. Even the 
Parliamentary Secretary for Comm:mnications and 
Works, who represents S:. George, got up and said 
that thzre were only two places in St. George by the 
name of Rock Hall, and we had to prove to him that 
there was a third place with that name. He is the 
representative for  St. George and he does not know 
the area. It would be impossible for  hlm to Zind roads 
inSt. Jameswhsn h? cannot find a road in his own 
parish. That is why I told the Minister that if he were 
going to Carlton I should b? grateful if he aoxld 
give me a call and I would give clear directions 



over the telephone. I do not want to be with him, be- 
cause the camera and so on do not bother me. 

With mgard to the Resolution for  the required 
amount of money to repair these roads, I ask the 
Government not to pay a deaf e a r  to what I have 
said. I observe that roads are now being repaired in 
the housing a r sa  in Thorps .  This had been done 
after a very long time of crying and pleading. I wish 
them well, but they wffl not get through that area 
again. 

T h e  quest ion that Head 102 - Communications And 

Works - stand part w a s  put and resolved in the affirmative 

without div is ion.  

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I b?g to move 
that Your Honour do now report progress and ask 
f o r  leave to si t  again. 

Hon. C. E, TALMA: I k g  to second that. 

T h e  question was  put and resolved in the aff irmative  

without div is ion.  

ABSENCE OF MR. SPEAKE R 

Mr. A??AMS: In the light of the abgence of the 
Presiding Officer, I may say that Mr. Speaker did 
spzak to me this morning and was kindenough to in- 
dicate that he would be away for a certain amount of 
time until one o'clock. 
1.10 p.m. 

He told me that I could mention even though I 
could nDt x f e r  to a Committee that has not yet re- 
ported, that if the House accepts what the Standing 
Orders Commttee is likely to recommend, then the 
hon. senior member for  St. Joseph would take the 
Chair in such circums:ances as  we find ourselvas 
in at this moment, he being the senior member of 
the House present not being a Minister o r  Leader of 
the Opjmsition. I havz the impression :hat anymem- 
ber  of the House may be elected to the Chair, and 
that being so, I would move that the hon. senior mem- 
ber for S:, Joseph be asked to take tho Chair in the 
absence of Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. CRAIG: In seconding my colleague's motion 
I wmld have thought that in the abseace of Mr. 
Speaker, the Deputy Speaker would have h e n  here 
more o r  less to preside, and he is not h~lre.  

Mr. SPEAKER not being present, Mr. CHAIRMAN 

left  the Chair and the Committee d i spersed .  
On resumption: 

Mr. C H A I R M A N  reported progress and asked for l eave  

t o  s i t  again, Mr. S P E A K E R  resumed the Chair a n d r e -  
ported accordingly. 

CO!VIM'TTEE OF SUPPLY RESUMED 

On the motion o fHon.  J .  C .  TUDOR,  seconded b y  Hon. 

C .  E. TALMA, Mr. SPEAKER l e f t  the Chair and the House 

resumedCommit teeof  Supply, Mr. Y E A R W O O D  in the Chair. 

SUPPLEMEN'I'ARY ESTIMATES 1971 -72 No. 2 

Head 104 - EDUCATION - w a s  ca l l ed .  

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I begto m m e  
that Head 104 stand part. 

Hon. C. E. TALM4: I beg to second that. 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, I observe ..... ( long-  
pausel 

Mr. CHAIRM,QN: Is  the hon. member addressing 
the Chair? 

Mr. CRAIG: Surely I am on mjr feet and there is 
a motion, and therefore I am entitled to address the 
Chair on Head 104, and chat is what I am doing. 

Now note 3 says that the provision sought repre- 
sents Barbados' contribntion towards tho? ca2ital cost 
of establishing a Schml of Librarimship at Mona, 
Jamaica. 

At the meeting of the Policy Committee of the Uni- 
versity Grants Committee held at Cave Hill on 14th 
April, 1971, the Committee agreed to accept a UNESCO 
grant of $578,400 ($379,200 U.S.) for four years 
t o ' ~ ~ r d 3  the cost of estab!ishing a School of Librari- 
anship a: Mona bzginning 1st October, 1971, and to 
accept responsibllity for  the whole cost of finanzing 
the school when the grant come 3 10 an end. 

The University Grants Committee approved a 
grant of $111,600 to meet capital costs during zho 
remainder of thz current triennium which ends on 
31st July, 1972. Trinidad and Tobago, St. Vincent, 
the Bahamas and St. Kitts-Navis-Anguilla are n3t 
contributing io the School of Librarianship and their 
studznts will therefore Se required to pay the full 
economic cost of courses in Librarianship. ThI- = nor- 
mal rates of contribution to the finances of the Uni- 
versity of the West Indies, und?r which Barbados pays 
8.5 per cent have accordingly bzen adjusted. U11dzr 
the revised f o r m d a  Barbados has bzen assess.-d at 
14.66 per  cent and the amount of the contributions 
towards Capital costs?d the school fixed at $16,369 
for 1-he f irst  year. 

Mr. Chairman, I see that Trinidad and Tobago, 
St. Vincent, the Bahamas and St. Kit ts-Ne~is a ~ d  
Anguilla are no longer contrib~ting towards the 
course. I do nor know if the Minister in charge of 
this Head is in a position to tell us why they a re  n q ~ t  
contribating, whether the cost to them is now a bit 
too high o r  whatever reason. It is regrettable to see 
such a breakdown in the University in these grants 
after so many years of knitting ourselves together, 
and I am wondering if the Minister, after his speedy 
introduction of the Head, can give thls side of the 
House any explanation as  to why these territories are 
no longer making contributions. 

Mr. St. JOHN: Mr. Chairman, the sparseness of 
the note shows that the Government of Barbados is 
intent on concealing f m m  the House and the public of 



Barbados the profound conflict which exists at the 
present moment among the contributing territories. 
to the University of the West Indies. I feel that the 
public of Barbados is entitled to know all the facts 
surrounding this conflict. The hypxr isy  which is in 
existence among some members of the University is 
eminznt, and the time has really come when p e ~ p l e  
must decide in their minds in these territories 
w h ~ t h e r  they a r e  going to partake in ?his hypocrisy 
for  any longer period of time. 
2.15 p.m. 

Everybody knows that it will b? m0.x regrettable 
if the Univzrsity breaksup, but the position is reach- 
ing an intolerable state. kjow can anybody justify a 
contribution for a school of librarianship as  a new 
faculty when you a re  not training one dentist, one 
b t e l  administrator, one architect, one building tech- 
nologist ox doing any of these things at the Uidversity 
of the West Indies? What kind of myopic foolishness is 
this? W e  know thas a lot has been going on that the 
public of Barbados has not been told. As a matter of 
fact, I undzratand that Barbados is playing the role 
of pacemaker.  I am not blaming Barbados forplay- 
ing th-. role of peacemaker, but still the public of 
Barbados and the pw5lic of the Eastern Caribbean 
must b~~~ what are  the respective conditions of each 
side. There are many young people in th.is country who 
would like to do courses of relevance to ghat is 
necessary in the Caribbean at the present moment, 
but they are lmable to go to the University of the West 
Illdies 53ca:~se they do no: offerthe courses, and they 
cannot get into universities abroad because the univer- 
sities a'xoad are subject, to pressure themselves be- 
cause of the expansion of university education in their 
own countries; so I do not see the p3int of concealing 
all of this. 

Some time ago, I asked on the floor of this House 
fo r  a full statement on the Governmznt's attitude to- 
wards the new faculties; I was the most shocked man, 
and I do not give one hangwho is  the Vice Chancellor 
o r  else, because I have lived to see the day when the 
same man who was in London arguing the case for  the 
Barbados Government a ~ d  talking about the psstulates 
of nationalism and the postulates of sovereignty, say- 
I cg  rh  - t sovzreignty means thwyoi~ must have all this 
yourself, today having to turn turtle and say that the 
greatest argument for a regional univarsity is that 
academics a re  subject to pressures. I know thatthat 
was going to b? the argument, because it was exactly 
the same argument that we wzre using, that in s o a c  
things in these small territories it is nonsense to 
think that they can administer themselves, but he had 
to turn turtle now that he h,zs come back to the West 
Indies and has had mrne experience. W!lat I say is 
criminal of the University Co~riciP is that they took 
up, and had to take up, a grant from the IADB to 
bring foreigners to investigate your university and 
tell you how to chart your future. What fantastic non- 
sense l 

Before the Caribbean was independent i t  had a 
Commission on the University charting i ts  future. I 
think Dr. Cato and Mr. Williams - who is nmv a 
P m a n e n t  Sacretary - were members, b ~ t  the West 

In3ies, now fully independent, cannot themselves de- 
cide in their minds what their university mast teach 
for  the future; they must b ~ h g  in foreigners to tell 
them what future courses the University must 
teach. What fantastic nonsense, absoluce nsnsense, 
m d  then the Prime Minister is going to say that o m  
of the benefits that we have got from joining these 
organisations is that they a r e  financing the coat of 
these studies, but who is getting the money out of 
these studies? They a re  bringingin their chosenpeo- 
ple to tell you, when you are  independent, what you 
must do. You dl-, not need them. Any person who is not 
purblind can look at the mznpower rsquirements of 
the Eastern Car ibkan  and see that sorneching has to 
be done in relation to architecture, denfal technology, 
dentistry, paramedial subjects and alot  of other sub- 
jects which in universities abroad thzy cl3, but o x  
university does not d:, them, s3 the United Natiom is 
going to lead you up a blind track. You a re  going to 
give priority to Librarianship o-Jer other courses 
which a r e  of much mcre relevance. It is no wonder 
that Trinidad did not s u b s c r i b  to i t  because Trinidad 
i s  graduating librarians. We in Barbados are graduat- 
ing librarians, you cannot deny that, because i t  is one 
of those courses that you integrate practical work 
wi.th the academic study vhich they do Sy corres-  
pondence courses and tw3, three o r  four of them get 
their A.L.A. qualifications right out of the Public 
Libraries here. 

Look at dentistry. You have 12 dentists to a pqu- 
lation of 250,000, and you cannot service your public 
health dental requirements. With regard to architects, 
I believe in Bsrbados you have two coloured archi- 
tects, Mr. Barker who is with the Government and 
Mr. Awong, and right through the whole construction 
industry in the Caribbean you have to d'zp3nd ~ s u  the 
importation of third-rate people to service your in- 
dustry and you have the e ~ i n e a r i n g  f a ~ u l t y  in Trint- 
dad but you canmt combine enginzeringwith archltec- 
ture, the same design, which other p o p l e  have to do 
at  the Imlperial College of Technologyin Loildsu. YOJ 
4a;.~? to do it because you have got to decide in your 
mind that with these University courses you have to 
cut your cloth to suit, but what a re  we doing? I want 
to hear the Gover~~ment on this, I know they have 
been playing the role of peacemaker, b ~ t  you ought to 
to be shot; you should never parrake in any of this 
nonsense of the University of the West Indies. To 
this day, after b i n g  inexistence since 1949, they can- 
not tell you what they must do for  thz future; you must 
import some body of foreign experts. They a re  the 
biggest set of colonialists in that administration 
ever; they are  coloilial minded, and it is no wander 
that some ~f the Governnmn3nts attack them viciously 
f o r  this nonsense of getting an IAD3 grant. What 
foolishness, when you have p e ~ p k  dl3~it  here who 
know and understand w!iat they a re  doing? 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, frorn the 
f i rs t  three o r  four minutes of the hon. rm=-;nkr's 
speech, I really thought he was macking the Covern- 
ment of Barbados and I was preparing to defend our 
position in this maxer. As his speech proglnssed, 
however, I got the i m p ~ s s i o a  that he was making 
some pertimnt though general str tctures on the Urti- 



versity's role and functions for the present. I would 
like to tell the hon. me n b z r  this, that in 1962 when 
the Federati02 broke up and the Common Services 
Conference was held in Trinidad to wind up the assets 
and those functions which the Fe Jera l  Gove nimt? ,I; was 
undertaking, all of us who took part in that Conference 
made a unanimous decision to s u p p r t  the University 
of the West Indies a s  a regional institution for the 
next three triennia, that is to say, from 1962 to 1971. 
We have since, all of us, reaffirmed that decision; 
as a mztter of fact, I think it was two years ago at 
the special Heads of Government Conference held 

here at the University w? decided to keepit in being 
as a regiond institution fo r  the next three triennia, 
and I believe this will carry us to 1982. I think I would 
like to say also cha:, a s  f a r  a s  the Govzrnment of 
BarSados is concerned, we havle always unswervingly 
adhered to the concept of a regional University; we 
have done o r  said nothing w?iich wmld disrupt o r  in 
m y  way inhibit the University from acting regionally, 
and we have always participated in all matters and in 

= Cad- ,911 proposals which guaranteed and buttressed thl, 
cept of a regional University. 
2.25 p.m. 

As a matter of fact, far  from doing anything to 
break up the University, the Government of Barbados 
has in its own dispite gone out of i ts  way even to be 
quiet on matters which vitally affected i ts  interest, so 
that it should not bc said that it was rocking the boat. 
(As ides )  ) Well, pacemskers ,  a s  the ham. member 
says, The role of peacemakeris not abad r d e .  When 
1 was on the University Council andeven in  this year 
when I went to a conference bxause  the Minister was 
away somewhere else, I found myself having to deal 
with other Governments in much the same way as  I 
have to deal from day to day with hon. m ~ m h e r s  op- 
posite. I may say that I have succeeded even in that 
sphere. 

You will be surprised to know that tb? Barbados 
Government has never refused to make any contri- 
bution which was arrived at on the basis of consensus; 
it has never refused to meet i ts  share of any costs 
which m;re decided on that the total contributing 
Governments should bear. Facilities have been set 
up in Trinidad, in Jamaica itself; there are  Univer- 
sity fazilities in most of the other islands now; there 
is one going up in the Bahamas; there is s~mething 
going up in British Honduras to w!iich w? are con- 
tributing, but you wtll be surprised to know that 
other people do not feel the same way a b m  us. 

The Barbados Government has had to pay the 
cost of this College of Arts a d  of the courses in 
Biological Sciences, because others would not con- 
tribute to them. As a n a t t e r  of fact, in the Current 
Estimates, I think hon. members will recall, we put 
in sufficient money to do second and third year 
teaching in B~tony  and Zoology at this College of 
Arts for our people. You know that students from the 
Windwards and Leewards will be takingthese courses 
here at the expense of the Barbadian taxpayer. This 
is a hard thing to contemplate, but the role of 
peacemaker is such that when once you start it you 
canlot choose how f a r  you will go, &cause if you 

commit yourself to keeping the University in being 
a s  a regional institution you have to b a r  whatever 
sacrifices yocl a re  called upon to bear. 

A ~ o t h e r  thing is this, Mr. Chairman. Very 
frequently individual territories want something done 
by the University in t h ~ i r  own ferritories and some 
of the others do not want to contribute to it. For  
instance, when the decision was taken to set up the 
College of Arts here in 1962, three of the Govern- 
ments enre red re se rvations on that decision. I have 
never spoken about this before - what I am going to 
say in the next sentence o r  two - but the r e a s m  that 
turned me against the Federation in 1964 and 1965 
was the fact that I was appalled to see that the Gov- 
ernment of Barbados was prepared to have a Udver- 
sity Development hcre with facilities for everybody 
who chooses to use it from all otherterritories, and 
there were srill two o r  three territories that told the 
University that they wmld no: contribute to this de- 
velopment so long as  it was going tobe in Barbados. 
I really think that wha:epzr you may have felt a k u :  
a Government in B~rbados ,  there was no reason to 
deny the people o: Barbados, who wsre making thzir 
own contrib~tion to the support of the University, a 
facility which th?y deserved, on the ground that you 
may not have cared for the Government. This cured 
me of any idea of a Federation. My colleagws will 
have to say why they changed D r  why they were dis- 
enchuted,  b ~ t  that is vhst  disenchanted me. 

This is proof of what I am saying, Mr. Chairman. 
The University's Policy Commitfee ear l ier  this year 
met on this matter of the Sch,ol of L ibra r ia~~? l ip .  
It is not that it was a priority, but there is  a feeling 
in University circles that if you shop in the inter- 
natioilal market for help and somehdy offers you 
something that it is b ~ t t e r  to accept it. If you cannc~t 
get him 50 change the nature of the gift, you a c c q t  
w11at the gift is an3 Lry to ~ s e  it, becauae p n l x r  clse 
of it msy encourage him to do something much more 
vduable . 

Now, UNESCO offered the University $3'73,200 
(US) for 4 years towards the cost of establishing a 
School of Librarianship. The University's Policy 
Comlnittee accepted the gift. The Government of 
Trinidad and Tobago wished the project success, 
acccpted it in principle, but reserved i t s  position 
until matters on which thar Government had made 
sub-nis sion to the Corn-il of thz Universitywzre E- 
solved. In 3thzr w r d s ,  one Government says that 
there is no objection to a School of Librarianship, 
but so f a r  a s  it was concerned i ts  contribution must 
be held in escrow until mstters that it has a re  
cleared by the Gorernmznt of Jamaica o r  resolved 
one way o r  another. 

Now, whatever difference i t  is between the Gov- 
ernment of Trini'dad .ud  Tobago and the Government 
of Jamaica, i t  is a question of how low down you 
should recruit for admission to the University. The 
Government of Janaica,  a s  I understand i ts  position, 
and I do not wish to misinterpret it, because of the 
difficulties inhereat in its educational system, would 
like a " o m  ring of entry into the University at the 



"0" Level level. The University in 1963 had :aade 
provision for this, bscause, as  you know in the 
College of Arts here, they developed a 4-year course 
and year "OM, as :key called it, was for the persons 
wb3 had 5 "0" I-evels, and year 1 was fo r  tht? p r -  
sons w!lo came to the University with 3 "A" Levels 
and 2 subjects at Advanced Level, and 3 at "0". 

Well the Government of Barbados and the Gov- 
ernment of Trinidad and Tobago felt that the Uni- 
versity's policy in respect of admission was flexible 
enough to make provision for "0" Level and, 
therefore, we could not see why the Government of 
Jamaica should make it a general policy. This i s  one 
of the matters which Ihe Trinidad Government has 
with the Government of Jamaica; so it reserved i ts  
position and i ts  contribution was held in escrow. 

No-v, the lepresentativ? from St. Vinzent said 
that his Government had given him no mandate to 
suppxt  the project, but, on the basis of discussio:l:; 
.vh:ch had taken plaze in the Policy Co?nrn;i-tee, he 
was prepared to recommend to his Government to 
support the praject. I have since understood that the 
Covem-men: of St. Vinczd: suppczts it. 

The Gcwernment of the Bahamas agreed, in 
principle, that a School of Librarians!lip ~liould b l  
established, but, t h r o ~ g h  circumstanscs at the time, 
co-~ld  not commit itself to active participation in it. 

The Government of St. Kitts - Nevis -Anguilla 
reserved its position on establishing the School. 

Now 4 territories reserved their position, but 
one of thos? reserving has since agreed to contrib~te. 
Well, s i n x  a majority had said"Yea", the Universi- 
ty has gone ahead and has decided to set  up the 
School. Our contribution, therefore, under the man- 
datory forinula which w l s  worked out in the old 
Federation ( A s  ides! our basic contribution to the 
[Jniversity expenditure i s  something like 8.56 per- 
cent, but in this i n s t a n ~ e  because three o r  four 
territories have not yet decided that they will put 
their  money in, the formula has to b? adjusted and 
redis:rib~~ted among those who are now willing to 
contribute, and our percentage is about 14.66 per- 
cent and this works out at $24,422 for capital a d  re - 
current costs. 
2.35 p.m. 

Noa very frequently, at least more often than 
this one occasion, this problem arises. I told you 
that we pay the cost of the teaching in the biological 
sciences ourselves although students from the 
Windwards and Leewards attend the College of Arts 
and do these courses. They have to pay the full cost, 
but even when they pay the full cost, it cannot com- 
pensate for the fact that their countries are not 
contributing, because the Governen :  01 Barbados 
contributes a s  everybody knows to the cost of the 
University of the WestIndies Hospital.?Lat is a so= 
point by itself, and the Jamaican Go venment gets 
tfie advantage of another hospital, of specialist 
services, consultant services, i t  draws hcome tax 

from the salaries w!lich a re  paid n3t only in the 
hospital but in the whole complex at Mona, and the 
Government of Jamaica in my view does well out of 
the University because the greater  part of the Uni- 
versity i s  sited there. Bat the Government of Bar- 
bados does not say that because Jamaica gets the 
most in terms of hard cash and in employment fo r  
i t s  citizens because the greater  portion of the 
University is sited there, therefore wa should not 
contribute. 

In the case mw of the school of dentistry, 
everybody recognises that this is an A-one priority. 
I do not always remember the figures, but if you 
took the p~pulation of the region a s  a whole, we 
probably have a bad ratio of dentists to p e q l e  that 
it must be something like ant? dentist to 20,030 per- 
sons o r  even -U,)TSS than that, one to 50,000 taking 
the whole regional population which the Uaiversity 
serves, bllt I must confess to the House that if it 
rested with th~? Gcvernm~nt of Barbados and the 
University firmly proposed a school of dentistry in 
Tortola o r  in Anguilla, the Gtirer~l-nent of Barbados 
would support i t  wherever i t  was. If you hme your 
medical faculty set up in a territory, I personally 
see no reason why the school of deiutistry should l o t  
be there. Thzre a re  some people, hoaever, wholook 
at  it a S:t more narrowly and say you give Jamaica 
medicin?, you gave Barbados law, you gave Trinidad 
agriculture, w!~y not give Virgin Gorda 9r Dogs' 
Island the next faculty! 

I cannot convey 'io the Committee the ldnd of 
atmosphere that exists in University meetings k- 
cause it is more often thannix at  this level, and it is 
for  this kind 02 rsason that University projects which 
by common consent should have f i rs t  priority get 
pl~sb?d back because some p o p l e  feel that the Uni- 
versity is not p r o p r l y  functioning unless (a) they 
have everything, o r  (b) some other people feel i t  
cannot function bocause something which should 
rightly be somewhere else is not coming into their 
territory. It is a difficult situation but the hon. mem- 
ber has said that we have adopted the role of peace- 
maker, and we do this because we do feel comrn'ltted 
to the University and we try, a s  i t  were, to spout a 
douche of commonsense on the heated discussions 
and try to make it clearthatifwe lose the University 
a s  a regional institution, there is hardly anything 
else to bind fo r  the moment the peoples of this region 
altogether. It i s  a most exacting and sometimes most 
frustrating role, because the Government of Barbados 
never makes out a special case for Barbados in 
University deliberations. We go along with whatever 
i s  suggested for  the good of the region, and we have 
never yet said that we a re  not going to pay our fair  
share of whatever is proposed. (Mr. St. JOHN: Tell 
us about architecture?) 

Here again I think in certain other matters like 
business ma-qsgement, an u?gradmng of h ~ t e l  science 
a s  a degree course, we have made some headway in 
the sense that we have been able toget that a.:cepted 
in principle and feasFbllity is n ~ w  being made ~f the 
hotel side of i t  in order to develop a proper faculty 
of hotel science. In architecture th~? difficulty here 
again is that there is an element in the University 
Senate and Council which believes that somehow o r  



other if you do not put your school of architecture 
where your civil engineering is, you cannot get it 
done. I do ao: disagree with it, but I am only saying 
that what we ought to be discussing is, do we need 
architecture? Do wa nsed to train more of these 
pwple to meet the needs of the region? If we do, it 
little matters where wo p ~ t  it. This would be our 
approach, but unfortunately whenever we come ;o 
discuss these matters, basic considerations are set 
aside for what I call frivolous ones and the log 
rollu &gins; so perhaps to get architecture in 
Trinidad, the Government 0,' T r i d d a i  may have to 
decide that something else should bz in Jamaica o r  
somewhere else. It is pathetic, it is uat in the best 
interest of the region, b11S the University I am afraid 
is more often than not treated as  apolitical football, 
and this is bad for Ihe Un'versity. There is a tre-  
mendous amount of uncertainty a b u t  it; thers are  
a lot of unsolved problems, and I will say for the 
Vice Chancellor that he has lost no time in warning the 
Governments oP this region that tht? University cann3t 
continue in this way, and that the Governments of the 
region have got to come to terms with the basic facts 
of regional life and decide that at whxevercost they 
must try to gst a good University serving the region, 
and therefore all that the University is required to 
tea.:h, the required expenditure, an oltlay should b? 
made for  this, and everybody should participate on 
equal terms. He has made all this clear, but I am 
d r a l d  t h x  a11 Governments do not respond to the cry 
of the Un'versity with the same kind of alacrity o r  
do not believe that the University needs to be 
attended to as  seriously as  i t  needs. So we have t h ~ s e  
problems. 

Lastly, I just want to say that the Government of 
Barbados has nothing to hide from this House o r  
from the people of Barbados in this matter, and the 
only reason why we do not make a song and dance 
about our difficulties in the University is simply be- 
cause we really do want to preserve its regional 
character, and secondly because whatever we are 
genuinely asked to do we do without any fuss, and 
therefore we do not have quarrels with otherpeople; 
other people have quarrels amongst themselves and 
we try to hold aloof from these disputes without 
taking sides and use our offices to bring the con- 
flicting elements together ratherthan try to separate 
them. 

T h e  question that Head 104 -. Education - stand 

part, was put and resolved in the affirmative without 

d iu i s  ion. 

Head 106 - OFFICE OF THE PRIME MlNlSTER - 
was called. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, this board- 
cutting machine was ordered, but the funds had 
lapsed; so it could not be obtained at the time of the 
close of the last financial year. We are  putting i t  in 
now again as  a revote in respect of the Archives 
Department. 

I beg to move that Head 106 - stand part. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. HINDS: 1 take it that where you say a board- 
cutting machine in the note that you really mean a 
cardboard-cutting machine. (Hon. J. C. TUDOR: 
Yes.) 

T h e  question that Mead 106 - Of f i c e  o f  the Prime 

Minister - stand part, was put snd resolved in the affirma- 

t ive without div ision. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that the Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The  question was put and resolved in the affirmative 

without division. 
2.45 p.m. 

SUPPLEMZ<NTARY ESTlMATES 1971-72, No. 4 

Head 6 - L E G A L  - was called. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I beg to 
move that Head 6 stand part. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

T h e  question was put and resolved in the affirmative 

without divis  ion. 

) 
Head 9 - MINISTRY OF FINANCE - Was called. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I begto move 
that Head 9 stand part. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

T h e  question was put and resolved in the af f irmative 

without division. 

Mead 37 - MlNlSTRY OF EDUCATlON - was called. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that Head 37 stand part. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. ST. JOHN: I wonder whether the Minister 
would be able to bring us up to date on ths plans for 
decentralising some of this work. You will recall that 
from the beginning we on this side pointed out that 
in our opinion by centralising your polytechnic act- 
ivities only in St. Michael that you were going to 
place students from the southern and northern areas  
at a disadvantage, and that you needed a m i n h u m  of 
three centres in Barbados if you were going to make 
any impact at all upon the requirements for technical 
training that Barbados needs at the present moment, 
and I would like to find out what the position is in re - 
lation to this. I would also like to find out whether 
the full range of courses which were available at the 
Technical Institute are now available at the Polytechnic 
o r  at the Community College. As I understand it, the 



Technical Institute is to be phased out, and I want 
to know what it is being replaced by for those children 
from the secondary schools; what i s  the position in 
relation to this? I can tell you that in Christ Church 
many young people who have the school leaving certi- 
ficate from the primary schools who would like to 
go to the Polpechnic are  unable to do so because of 
the fact that their parents are not able to finance the 
transportation costs, and because of the fact that 
there is not enough room available. From the begin- 
ning we anticipated that this would happen. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, a situation obtains 
in the northern pazishes very similar to what the 
hon. senior member for Christ Church has pointed 
out with respect to the southernparishes, andwe have 
been wondering exactly what use i s  to be made of the 
technical wings at places like Coleridge - Parry School 
in the north and Princess Margaret in the east, be- 
cause not so long ago I think it was the Prime Min- 
ister  who said that there is  definitely aneed for more 
than one Polytechnic. If that i s  the case, and we do 
start it, it i s  time that we see something being done 
to meet the requirements of those children who are 
now placed at a disadvantage. 

Our first polytechnic, the Technical Institute, i s  
to bc phased out over aperiodofyears, and we ought 
to bs told how fa r  Government has succeeded in 
brirging this into being, what progress i s  k ingmade 
at the Samuei J ackman Pre scod Polytechnic, not only 
to meet the needs in respect of training in television 
and electronics, but we have pressed Government 
into realising that the Samuel Jackman Prescod 
Polytechnic could be of greater and better service 
to this community if Government would carry out an 
assessment of its own needs. I r e m e m k r  specifi- 
cally pointing to the graphic arts ,  and today there 
is a dearth of trained people in this particular field. 
The Government Printery in itself, like any other 
printery, i s  short-staffed, and thousands of dollars 
that could well be spent in this island to employ 
people at home i s  being exported to do printing 
abroad. These are  the things we feel that the Govern- 
ment should set about now to correct, b x a u s e  had 
Government acted upon the advice that was genuinely 
t e ~ 3 - r z d  when the Polytechnic was to be established 
we would have today been able in many respects to 
draw upon the skills of students with more than a 
year's training to their credit, and surely everyone 
would be compelled to feel and realise thatthe Poly- 
technic i s  not just another glorified institution but that 
i t  is fulfillling the needs of industry inthis Island. It 
is not merely for us to be providing $5,910 for work- 
shop equipment and to end there, already there is  
equipment at the technical wings at  some of the 
schools that is rusting because it i s  not being put to 
full use. 
2.55 p.m. 

Now, tutors have been taken from these Schools 
and drafted into the Polytechnic which causes a 
cessation of the instructions that used to be given 
in the country districts where students could be 
taught nearer their homes. Everybody is now forced 
into rushing in - when I say everybody, I mean the 

limited number that the Polytechnic can hold - to  the 
Polytechnic. We know that there is a very large 
waiting list of students seeking to enter the Polytech- 
nic. The roll of waiting numbers is growing, and 
at the same time the young people are  kcoming 
frustrated, because they can see no hope of entering 
into the Polytechnic with aview to learning something 
which will give them a start  in life. 

For  this reason wz wauld like to see not only 
courses in radio and television taught there. We 
know that there i s  training in this particular field, 
but we a re  saying that there a re  other fields which 
can lay claim to equal attention. We are  urging Gov- 
ernment not to turn i t s  back upon these things. After 
all, Sir, we milst look back and see that the technical 
Institute had been providing a service and, had this 
been enlarged upon to any considerable extent, we 
might have found that a l a r g e r n ~ m ~ k r o f  those seek- 
ing the type of education that is being offered bjr the 
Polytechnic would have been satisfied. We feel, fur- 
ther, that the Barbados Community College, the Samuel 
Jackman Prescod Polytechnic, the TechnicalInstitute 
and like institutions ought to be brought together to 
offer subjects leading to much more than the Polytech- 
nic o r  the Community College can now offer, per s e .  
We also feel that i f  this were done there maybe op- 
portunities for  training our people to reach the degree 
stage in many of their fields of endeavour. It is not 
so now. We are witnessing this integration, and yet 
the commimity is nQt being served to any real  degree 
of satisfaction. It is definitely causing considerable 
concern, and it ought to cause considerable concern 
amongst hon. memjkrs of this House, if they have 
feelings for ths future of the youngpeople of chis 
country at heart. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, whenwewere 
doing the Estimates hon. members had drawn some 
of these p i n t s  to my attention, and I promised that I 
would refer the points they had raisedto the Ministry. 
I did do this, and I think that I can say that since 
then the Ministry - I speak now inrespectof one 
point raised opposite in respect of spreading out the 
Institute - the Ministry has taken adecision, in prin- 
ciple, to spread the Institute in 3 branches, that is, 
to maintain the Central institution at the Harbour; 
to put a complex somewhere in the South in the Christ 
Church area, and one in the North. I had suggested 
that they could used some part of Barrows House for  
the North, bat they said "No" that they thought that 
Speightstown would be much more central, because 
people from St. James and St. Lucy wmld be able to 
use it. They decided on a site in Speightstown and a 
site somewhere in the Oistin area. That has been 
accepted, in principle, but a s  f a r  as  the planning 
stage is  concerned, I cannot tell hon. memlkrs how 
fa r  that has reached. We did take hon. mem,krs'  
suggestion that we should spread the Institute out. 

Mr. St. JOHN: Can the Ministertell me how many 
people p r  year a re  getting new courses? 

Hon. J. C. TUD3R: I can get that information 
for you, perhaps, before I am finished speaking. With 
regard to the second point raised by the hon. junior 
member for St. Peter, I think he saidthat in some of 



the technical wings of the Secondary Schools he did 
not think that sufficient use was being made of the 
facilities, and that in some cases the equipment was 
rusting. I am sorry to hear this, but I well recall 
some years ago that directives went out from the 
Ministry that, in places where there were in the 
immediate vicinities of Secondary Schools where 
Industrial Arts Wings were established, arrange- 
ments should be made to train the surrounding Pri-  
mary Schools and the Secondary Schools and for 
pupils of the Primary Schools to attend the classes 
and use the facilities for training in the Industrial 
Arts Wings. This was what used to be. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, i t  i s  now a question 
of staffing. They took away the staff from these In- 
dustrial Arts Wings and carried them to the Poly- 
technic, leaving the Wings without prope r staffing. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: This, of course, will be 
responsible for  what has happened. Well, I will draw 
that to their attention. I think somebody asked about 
the range of courses taken by pupils attending the 
Samuel Jackman Prescod. There are  Engineering, 
Plumbing, Automobile Repair, Sheet Metal Working, 
Electronics, Secretarial Science, and what they call 
the Garment Industry at Grazettes, Carpentry, Join- 
ery, Masonry and Welding. 

Mr. HINDS: We a re  very interested in knowing 
how many students are  studying masonary. 

Hon. J. C. TUD3R: I will get that information 
f o r  you. 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, while the Minister 
is seeking that information, I would like to know how 
many students a re  taking the Secretarial Course at 
the Polytechnic. 
3.05 p.m. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I may also say that in respect 
of some of these courses, f o r  instance, in respect of 
a course, say, like plumbing, this is done both at the 
Harbour site and at Richmond. There is welding 
done both at the Harbour and at Richmond; electronics 
is done at the Harbour only; air-conditioning at the 
Harbour, carpentry and joinery at  Richmond and at 
the Harbour and masonry at the Harbour. 

Now the hon. junior member for St. Peter  also - 
and I believe he mentioned this before - drew the 
attention of the Comrnlttee to the need for an expanded 
syllabus at the Institute and he particularly mentioned 
the graphic arts. I myself do not knowwhy they do not 
offer this course. I suspect that if i t  were known 
that this was a course that people could take, quite 
a number of people would be encouraged in doing it. 
The total volume of business in commercial printing 
must be well over $3 million per year, and if a s  the 
hon. m e m k r  opposite says it is $5 million, I would 
think that a $5 million business in commercial 
printing should attract people for this kind of train- 
ing. I will draw this to their attention although I think 
the Ministry of Education has had it drawn k f o r e  
them many times before now; but i t  does seem to me 

to be the kind of course that ought to be put on be- 
cause a lot of money probably goes out of this Island 
because of certain aspects of this work which our 
own people could be doing, we have to send abroad 
fo r  experts to do. Hon. members may wish to m.ske 
other contributions while I am awaiting the replies. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, 1 just want to know 
if the Technical Institute is still being phased out. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Yes. I do not know if this 
was properly explained at the time. Perhaps no- 
body asked. The idea is that in future all the tech- 
nical training that is to b? done in Barbados should 
be done at two levels. At the Samael Jackman Prescod 
Institute you would have the 14 and 15 year  olds and 
keep them there depending on the course they a re  
doing, and when they have finished the courses, they 
are  fit for  working in the factories o r  whatever it is 
they are  qualified to do, but that the best ones who 
show exceptional promise after getting the basic 
course would then continue, if they wish to, in the 
sor t  of technical wing o r  department of the Com- 
munity College. It would be like if you could imagine 
the Samuel Jackman Prescod Institute doing the equi- 
valent of what would be' '0" level technics from 14 to 
19 years o r  whatever the age is, and then if you 
wanted to continue to further your studies you would 
then move on from there to the Technical department 
of the Community College and do the equivalent of 
Advanced level o r  the Ordinary National Certificate 
o r  somzthing like that. In order to do this you have 
to phase out the Technical Institute, because at the 
present stage somz of the people attending classes 
at  the Technical Institute a re  in advance of the be- 
ginners who have h e n  admitted into the Samuel 
Jackman Prescod last  year. So you have to cmtinue 
teaching them at whatever level they are  studying 
for and those that are  now at Richmond attending 
the Technical Institute, when they a re  finished and 
they wish to go further, they will go to the technical 
department of the Community College, because those 
at the Sam~lel Jackm'm Prescod Institute now will 
have some distance to go in training before they are  
ready for the advanced courses at the Community 
College. 

Mr. St. JOHN: Mr. Chairman, there is only one 
thing that cuts right across that. What happens to 
those children in the academic schoolswhoare taking 
the technical courses? These are  people who from 
the Fourth Form took the Associated Examination 
Board certificate which is accepted all over the place. 
It is the same a s  the "0'J level. T h x e  a re  the ones 
who should be going and forming a real nucleus of 
your technologists in the division up there. YOJ have 
not got a national certificate course designed, and 
this is where the University should come in for  the 
whole West Indian a rea  and designacertificateequi- 
valent to the Higher National Certificate o r  the 
Ordinary National Certificate in Britain, and this 
would help to solve a lot of the problems of your 
supervisors in the Public Works Department and 
all around. 



Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, the point is 
very well taken. The problem, a s  I understandit, is 
to develop a kind of technical education that enables 
you to meet the needs of the society a s  and when 
these needs are  revealed, and what we need here, it 
seems to me, i s  a kind of course which gives you 
your technicians who could go onto the factory floor 
a s  soon as  their course is finished as  supervisors. 
'Then you still need the kind of course that takes you 
above that level so that even if any of them after 
working for two o r  three years want to continue, 
they can go higher and those who have been doing 
academic courses can join them at that level, and 
even above that you want to be able to train the 
second liners, so to speak, who go to the technical 
wing of the Community College to bring them to the 
point in which in an extra two years they can get a 
degree in engineering from the University. All this 
I agree with and I have reason to believe that the Min- 
istry is looking at it, but I confess that in Govern- 
ment it i s  sometimes eas ier  to conceive schemesof 
plans than to execute them, especially when you have 
several priorities pushing against one another. I 
think we are  ad idem onboth sides on this; it is just 
a matter of seeing how quickly we can get these 
things done, 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, some months ago 1 
tabled a question in Parliament about the behaviour 
of some of these Secretarial Schools in Barbados. 
We got no favourable reply and to a i r  my views 
on this I brought in a Resolution. We  all know the 
Governm,?nt's attitude to Private Members' Business 
and this could not be done, and 1 am glad this evening 
that 1 have an opportunity again to draw to Govern- 
ment's attention the behaviourof some of these Secre- 
tarial Schools we have in Barbados. I was very well 
behind the hon. senior member for Christ Church 
when he advocated that you should have some secre- 
tarial teaching at the Polytechnic when it was ex- 
tended. I visited the Polytechnic some months ago 
and I was the most amazed person to see boys and 
girls  cramrned on top of each other with no room to 
operate. It i s  still my belief that Government should 
provide better facilities and more places for the 
c h i l d ~ n  who can take these secretarial courses at 
..l- ..... t , Tdytechnic. 

3.15 p.m. 

It would reduce the high cost which m.my of the 
parents have to pay to send them to Duffs and 
Skinner's, because mlmy parents are  crying out 
for  these high costs they have to pay and many of the 
children when they leave there a re  thrown on the 
labour market after three o r  four months on one of 
these receptionist courses and then there is no 
place to put them. I believe that if Government would 
extend the facilities there where they can take in 
more children so a s  to offsetthe high cost - k c a u s e  I 
am quite sure that if you even had to pay at the 
Polytechnic the fees then should be that much lower 
than those we pay at many of these Secretarial 
Schools, because the fees at these Secretarial 
Schools a re  very high and we are allowingorganisa- 
tions to come into the country and fleecing many of the 

poor people, because it is those children who do not 
get their ordinary level at some of the schools and 
some of them who did not have the opportunity to go 
to some of the Secondary Schools that their parents 
squeeze out every conceivable cent to pay for them 
at Duffs and Skinner's, and I hope the day will soon 
corn,? that Government will extend these services to 
some of the Comprehensive Schools that whenthese 
children reach the age of 14 and they choose to take 
such Secretarial courses rather than having to jour- 
ney to Bridgetown they would be able toget the same 
courses at their own schools. 

I lcnow there are ten schools in St. James, and 
in not one of those schools can the children go there 
on evenings to get these courses. I thought that in the 
curriculum you would have included courses in 
wireless and telegraphy so that boys can train, 
because for  you to get into Cable and Wireless you 
have to have an ordinary level certificate, but there 
a re  many boys working at Cable and Wireless now 
who a re  senior technicians and a re  considered to 
be some of the best technicians you can find around 
the place although they do not have Ordinarylevel 
qualifications. If you have boys leaving school at 
15, there is no place for  them to go, the Polytechnic 
cannot cater  to all the needs andthis is where you 
have the big problem. As my colleague said just now, 
some of them should bz taught to drive; i t  is amazing 
today that if you want to put your hand on a driver i t  
is a difficult job, and I hope that the Minister does 
not get up and say that they initiated this, it was the 
economic jumping pad of my Party which is now in 
the Opposition that i s  responsible for  this, and Gov- 
ernment failed to accelerate their policy to cater  to 
all the needs and to meet the economic progress of the 
country today. It was what Senator Frank Walcott 
called the infrastructure of the country, and i t  is the 
failure of the Government to provide the necessary 
people to meet the demands of the country today. 

If you were to go around somc of these plantations 
during the crop season you will be amazed to see 
little boys driving tractors, and there should be 
courses of this type done at the Polytechnic. I know 
they do automobile engineering and diesel engineer- 
ing, but there a re  so many of them working on the 
tractors that a re  not in a position a t  least to be able 
to do a maintenance job on them and this should be 
looked into. Until Government can really extend the 
facilities, especially with the womcn in the Secre- 
tarial Schools, and add i t  on to the curriculum of the 
Comprehensive Schools instead of just thinking of 
turning out domestics, I think we would then be meet- 
ing the demands of the country, and I sincerely hope 
that the Minister will be able to give us the necessary 
assurance that this will be done. 

T h e  question that Head 37 stand part was put and 

reso lved  in the affirmative without div is ion.  

Annexed Est imates  1 - POST OFFICE - w a s  ca l l ed .  



Hem, G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Chairman, I beg 
to move that Annexed Estimates - Post Office stand 
part. This amount is for  furniture and equipment a s  
set out under the Item. 

u. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. SM1TH: Mr. Chairman, I want to draw to 
the attention of the Government that these Officers 
have to pay National Insurance and do non-postal 
duties. Those a re  extra duties which they do not get 

" paid for and I hope that the Minister will investigate 
this matter, because there is great dissatisfaction 
among these Officers. You cannot expect people to 
do more work fo r  less  money especially when handling 
money, because that is an encouragement and you 
know what is likely to happen. 

Post boxes. Now that you are  about to erect  a 
bath at Branchbury, St. Joseph, I am askingthe Min- 
i s ter  also to make i t  possible while the building is 
being erected to instal a post box in the same 
building, because it is a very big area  and these 
people have to walk very fa r to  post their letters. At 

&he same time make sure that the b~i ld ing i s  big 
enough to carry  a library so that the young people 
can read and play their games at night in the same 
building. 

Mr. C-RAIG: Mr. Chairmsn, there has b, =en a 
shortage of privately rented post boxes in the p ~ t  
office downstairs. 
3.25 p.m. 

I know that quite a number of people including 
myself have been trying to rent one for a very long 
time. I am told that there is a very long waiting list. 
I would like to know from the Minister what is the 
reason for  having this long waiting list. I s  i t  a ques- 
tion of lack of space? I s  it a question of not being 
able to get the boxes? We are  all aware of the fact 

?that there is much more business done inthis Island 
nowadays. You have a number of young businessmen 
coming up, and they would like to rent postal boxes. 
I s  the Minister in a position to say exactly what is 
responsible for  this? I am not critical of this, Sir, 
but I would like to have information on it. I do not 
know if the Hon. Minister, rather thanbeing advised, 

- would give way to the hon. senior member for St. 
, George so that he could make his final speech in 

Parliament. Th= Minister said ear l ier  today that he 
was only in this Ministry for  a few mmths  and he - 
could not be au fait  with everything in the Ministry. 
The Parliamentary Secretary was in that Ministry 
for 10 years, and hn should be able to give the in- 
formation which we on this side seek. I am awaiting 
the MinisterSs information, Sir. 
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Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Chairman, the hon. 
member would know that it is quite along time since 
we have been having complaints that a larger  number 
of Post Office Boxes are  necessary. It is a matter of 
space below, and we are now considering the erection 
of a new Post Office. I can assure the hon. member 
that, with the construction of the new Post Office, * - consideration wilI be given to all of these services. 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, the Minister said that 
he was considering the construction of a new Post 
Office. This was some years ago. Are you still  con- 
sidering it, o r  a re  you in the final stage? If you con- 
tinue at  this rate a s  you have done for  5 years since 
I have been in here, you will still have this backlog 
fo r  Postal Boxes. I want to find out from the Min- 
i s ter  when they hope to s tar t  building the new Post 
Office. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Chairman, fo r  the 
information of the hon. senior member for  St. James, 
I want to state that properties have been acquired 
along Cheapside adjoining the market stretching out 
to the area along the Princess Alice Highway a s  
an area f o r  the erection of the Post Office. Considera- 
tion is also given to the question of acquiring a 
portion of land at Jordans Lane adjoining the Fi re  
Services. It is just a matter of making a final de- 
cision a s  to where it should be erected - whether it 
should be erected further North o r  further East. 
The land has been acquired at Jordan's Land, and 
negotiations are  being made about the other areas. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, we need an increased 
number of Stamp Vendors in the country districts. 
A person requiring stamps for mailing letters abroad 
has to travel too great a distance in order to get 
them, and we feel that if Government advertised o r  
made known the conditions under which stamps could 
be sold that quite a number of persons would be 
prepared to render that service fo r  the benefit of 
the community. I think that we find ourselves in this 
position, because whenever an attempt is made to 
bring anything to the attention of the Government i t  
is not taken note of with any degree of seriousness. 

We are  considering the building of a new Post 
Office. The reason for  that is due to the increased 
volume of business. The increased volume of busi- 
ness came about through the increased communica- 
tion that passes through the Post Office, and this is 
where we find that the Government should reach 
out to the people who make use of the Post Offices. 
In many cases you will find that milch of the con- 
gestion that occurs at the counters of the Post 
Offices from time to time couldverywell be avoided 
if people could send next door, so to speak, and buy 
stamps. We have some well established businesses 
throughout the Island, and if these people were given 
and opportunity to sell stamps they would do so. 
We do not think that the stringency that existed 40 
years ago need be applied today. We a re  not suggest- 
ing that you appoint every Tom, Dick o rHar ryas  
stamp vendors. We know that there are  grave r isks  
involved in this matter, but we feel that something 
should be done to ease the situation where persons 
in the country districts have to take a bus and drive 
a long distance in order to be able to buy a small 
amount of stamps. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON. Mr. Chairman, I would 
like to assure the hon. member that I have approved 
over the last six to eight months several persons who 
have made applications. If the hon. member b o w s  



any person in the a rea  who wants to se l l  stamps, he 
can tell  that pzrson to send an application to the 
Postmaster  General and consideration will be given 
to the application. It  is an important service. Very 
often people want to get stamps, and to have to coms 
to town in o rde r  to get stamps i s  a nuisance. In 
hotels and so on people have bzen asking for  this 
service, and we have been agreeing to it. We would 
be glad to get applications from persons with good 
reputations in the a reas  to sell  stamps. 1 assure the 
hon. member that, if such people make applications, 
consideration will be given to them. 

Mr. CHAIRM-4K: Before I put the question, would 
the Clerk o r  Deputy Clerk ascertain that there is a 
quorum in the Chambsr. Let the Bellbe rung. 

T h e  Be l l  w a s  rung and a quorum obtained.  

T h e  quest ion :!zat Annexed E s t i m a t e s  - P o s t  O f f i c e  - 
stand part i tas  put and reso lved  in the  a f f i r m a t i v e  wi thout  

d iuixion. 
3.35 p.m. 

Hen. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I k g  to move 
that this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

T h e  ques t ion  w a s  put and resolved in  t h e  a f f i rmat ive  

without d iuis ion.  

SUPPLEM5NTARY ESTIMATES 1971-72 NO. 1 

Head 23 - D E P A R T M E N T  O F  ARCHIVES - (Gas 

c a l l ~ d .  

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, when we left 
off discussion on this Head, we left off at  the stage 
when I had moved, seconded by my colleague on my 
right, that Head 23 stand paxt because we had com- 
pleted our discussion on that, but i t  was at  that stagz 
that the hon. junior m e m k r  f o r  Bridgetown d r e w  
to Your Honour's attention that a quorum was not 
present. So, properly, we should do Hea3 23 and 
dispose of that. 

I beg to move that Head 23 stand part. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

T h e  quest ion w a s  put and resolved i n  t h e  aff irmative 

wi thout  d iv is ion.  

Head 29 - MINISTRY O F  HEALTH AND SOCIAL 

W E L F A R E  - w a s  ca l l ed .  

Hon. C. E. TALM4: Mr. Chairman, under this 
Head we have Item 138A (New) - Housing; Item 221A 
(New) - National Assistance Board; Item 2218 (New) 
Home for  Physically Handicapped Children; Item 
221C (New) World Health Organisation; Item 221D 
(New) - Barbados Red Cross  Society. I think the notes 
a r e  fairly explanatory, but if there are any further 
questions to any of the items, I am quite willing to 
answer them. 

I k g  to move that Head 39 stand part. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second Lhat. 

Mr. St. JOHN: Mr. Chairman, under this new 
Housing item, I really thought the object of this was 4 
to introduce a new vote to deal notwith accommoda- 
tion f o r  p o p l e  coming from abroad, but with the ex- 
traordinary cases that one comes across  where there 
a re  people living in houses which a re  unfit for  human 
habitation. They own the land, they a re  on. I want to 
draw this to the attention of tho Minister to see if 
anything can be done in his  Ministry about it. It 

7 

a r i se s  a lot in Christ Church. People OW!I the land - 
they are  on; i t  is valuable, they donot want to dispose 
of it, they do not want to move into the Housing 
Acltharity houses, bilt they would like a little help . 
with putting their  houses back into reasonably fit  
accommodation. As f a r  as I understand - I have bzen S 

trying to tackle this question with the Housing 
Board - there is absolutely no means by which this 
can b3 done unless the house is burnt down, then they 
would get a new house. They are not sugar workers 
o r  general workers, and they cannot borrow money 
under the General Fund because they have not got an 
income. 

?P 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: I did not feel to get up 
because I have heard hon. members talking this 
stupidness the whole day. W!lat the hon. memberhas 
said is not t rue and he shoald know k t t e r .  He him- 
self passed in this Home in the Estimates in March 
a vote fo r  something like $200,000 to ass i s t  people he 
is referring to and we a re  doing this. 

Mr. St. JOHN: I thank the Hon. Minister and I 
can assure him that tomorrow morning I will draw 
his attention to a case. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: All the hon. member has 
to do is to telephone 60349. We always send out and 
do these houses; so  the hon. member mustnot  make 
statements like that on the floor of the House. -?b 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairmm, in reality 
this Resolution deals with accommodation fo r  over- 
seas  officers. The Ministry of Health and Social 
Welfare is faced with a problem of providing adequate 
accommodation for  medical and para-medical staff 
recruited from overseas. One condition under which 
the Ministry of Overseas Development will send A 
personnel to the Ministry is that the officers must 
be provided with suitable furnished quarters ,  andthe - 
Ministry has no funds to provide quar ters  f o r  staff 
other than those at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. 
'The Ministry of Home Affairs is unable to supply all 
the accommodation required fo r  the Ministry; so 
this is for  overseas staff really. The point raised , 
by the hon. senior member fo r  Christ Church is well 
taken; provision has  been made, but this is a different 
mat te r  altogether. 

T h e  q u e s t i o n  that Mead 39 - Ministry o f  Heal th  and 

Soc ia l  W e l f a t e  - s tand part, w a s  put and reso lved  i n  the 

a f f i rma t i ve  wi thout  d i v i s ion .  A 



Head 4 2  - QUEEN ELlZABETH HOSPlTAL - was .  

ca l l ed .  

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to move that Head 42 
stand part. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: I beg to second that. 

T h e  quest ion w a s  put and resolved in the a f f i rmatwe  

without d iv i s ion .  
Head 4 4  - MlNlSTRY OF T R A D E ,  TOURISM, COM- 

MUNlTY DEVELOPMENT AND YOUTH AFFAlRS - was 
ca l l ed .  

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: I beg to move that 
Head 44 stand part. This relates, Mr. Chairman, to 
funds being provided for Special Events. There is a 
projected visit of the Barbados Cricket League to 
England this summer for which the sum of $18,000 is 
be- a.s+d, Also there is a Bzrbados team expxted 
to take parii in thz Pan Amlrican Games to be held 
in Columbia this July for which we are a3Mng for 
$7,503. Then there is the Barbados O,ym?ic Asso- 
ciation again sseldng to take part in events for  which 
the sxm of $4,500 is b z f q  asked, and as  you how,  
we a re  expected to take part this year in the In- 
ternational Football Competition. I think a match is 
being played on Wadnesday of this week in Barbados 
against El. Salvador. In the majority of instanzes wz 
a n  contrib1~tin;s on a 50 pzr cent basis, but in som? 
o2her instances w2 arz going a little ah9~.2 that. 
3.45 p.m.. 

There are  also the a2tivities of tht? Barbados 
Netbdl Association for  which the sum of $1,590 is 
bzing voted, m d  I wlll read th? ntXe from \nj Xle 
which is fairly explanatory: "There is the amount ol 
$15,030 pmvidsd in the 1971-72 Estimde.3 under 
Head 44, Ministry of Trade, Tourism, Commmity 
Development ax4 Youth Affairs, Item 47 - Special 
Events, from which grants mf.y be mad3 to sp3ning 
organisations reqllesting a s s i s t a ~ c a  foz financing 
special events. The grants retomin~?nded for  1970-71 
and 1971-72 a m 3  l l ted to $12,000 out of th2 provision 
of $15,000 mentioned &UP? towards meetins the ex- 
penditure of $49,100 and to reserve $3,030 for any 
contingencies which may arise during the rernain~der 
of this finmzial year." I recornin?nd this Resolution 
to Parliament bscause I think that Barb3d~s  s3ould 
play i t s  p r o p r  part a s  a c o m p e t Q  nation in inter- 
national events. I thln'c thzt hon. m e m k r s  an? aware 
that, a s  f a r  a s  Football is concerned, we are  now 
utflising tha services of an Austrian Coach, and I 
think, as i t  has been p in ted  outto me, that the team 
is as  fit ateam as we ever could expzct. I do not h o w  
about their proficiency and skill, b ~ t  a s  f a r  a s  fitness 
and form a re  concerned I think they a re  in a bztter 
position than any team that has ever left the shores of 
Barbados to play fo9tbal1, and so with those few re- 
marks I commend this Resolution to Parliament. 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, for  once in ten years 
I can safely say that the Government has attem?ted 
to make any substantial contribution to the sporting 
organisations in Barbados. I want to salute the %v- 

w e n t  on this occasion b x a u s e  I believe in giving 
honour to those who are  to be honoured. There is' 
one thing I am quite sure that all Barbadians will be 
very happy to how,  and that is that the hard work, 
sweat and toil of ths late Mitchie Hewitt is m w  
clearly seen when hl? set ab3ut several years ago to 
bring the under-privileged young men of this country 
together and knitted them, though they wre 
scattered in various areas, into an organisation going 
abroad to do bzttle with their English counterparts, 
but let us not overlook the fact that there a re  still 
quite a number of things lacking at the level of our 
Sports Department. 

I believe the Hon. Minister who moved this Reso- 
lution would have on more than one occasion realised 
that, he himself when visiting his constituents, the 
young men cry out repeatedly for somewhere to 
carry on their activities. I think the Ministeris we11 
aware of this, and some time ag3 I srlggested on the 
floor of the House that inasmuch as  many o;'the 
plantations have allowed the cricketers in the BCL 
to use small p ~ r t i o n s  of their lands to play cricket 
over a pzriod of years, that Goveraine,lt shouldhave 
approached these people and asked them to lease tho 
s a n e  small p ~ r t i o n s  of land at a pzppercorn rent to 
provide bztter playing facilities. I am not one of the 
people who believe that in every village yau can have 
a cricket field o r  a basketball o r  netball field; I do 
not expect this inasmuch a s  Iwouldlike to see it, but 
it is a burning need for these youngp2ople to expend 
some of their energies on evenings when they leave 
wark, to bring themselves together and enjoy partof 
the facilities with which they should be provided, and 
I am again calling on the Government to look into 
this matter wh? re in the very densely populated areas  
in particular an acceleration in Government's policy 
on sport should be given careful study. 

I do not think i t  would cost Government very 
mach to put a bulldozer on someof these areas where 
some of these young people play cricket, andnot only 
provide them with a cricket field, but the young ladies 
in the same villages need to have facilities to play 
netball, and I believe that the Plantation owners in 
particular be very happy to feel tbzy are  making 
a contribution towards the society by assisting these 
young people by giving o r  renting Government a 
piece of the land which thzy now use fo r  the p.trpose 
of playing. I do not think it costs very much to put 
dowil a hard court, and 1 am very happy to see some- 
thing like that at Gall Hill, St. John, but then to do 
these things you must have the various coaches, i f  
not the expert knowledge of overseas coaches, butto 
have people trained in the schools. Some of the 
teachers in the schools should act a s  games masters 
but not in the way they act now which does not suit. I 
have chatted on more than one occasion with some 
of the people in the Sports Department and they all 
say they have not got the facilities. 

At the Good Shepherd Boys' School, if the Hon. 
Minister would pay a visit there any day he would see 
that the road has not even been completed, and I have 
repeatedly asked them to fix it and put lights in the 
School so that at least the people in the village can 



go and carry  on their  comin~lnity activities. The 
people in the Sports Department have repeatedly 
cried out that they cannot do a complete job without 
the facilities, so to bring in a coach o r  two in any 
particular field and then you have not got the 
necessary facilities for  these people to use, then you 
a r e  carrying coals to Newcastle. I remember that 
fo r  five years the then Mlnister of Social Services, a s  
i t  was thln called, along with the Minister of Com- 
mmications and Works had promised me for the 
pegple at St. John the Baptist to put a hard court there 
because the people in that area a re  very interested 
in lawn tennis, and I 3 ~ 3 ~  say on the floor of this H o ~ s e  
that many of them jo;irney from Thorpes down to the 
hard courts at PrinLess Alice Highway to play lawn 
tennis. It only shows how so many other sports can 
be developed in Barbados. 
3.55 p.m. 

I know that the Table Tennis Association has been 
struggling for years. You have the Lawn Tennis 
Association, but only a privileged few really play 
lawn tennis. You can see the boys in the street 
playing what they call "street tennis." I believe that 
Government should accelerate its programme. If you 
went to Brazil tomorrow you will find that nobody 
wants to h o w  who is  the President; people a re  in- 
terested in Pele. Just aswe are interestedin Sobers, 
Hall, Weekes and so on, I think that we should do 
something at a higher level for other types of sports. 
Take athletics, for  instance. There i s  not a single 
qualified coach in Barbados. The last qualified 
Athletic Coach we had in this country could not get 
along with the Senior Sports Officer, because the 
Sports Officer was telling him how he should lay out 
a field and all sorts  of things. He was a specialist 
in his field. I think there a r e  two o r  three cricket 
coaches, but I m-1st say, without any reflection on the 
coaches, that our cricket today is at the lowest ebb. 
I am referring to a Specialist Coach in Athletics a s  
you have in Football and in Cricket, Wilfred Gilkes 
is not a Specialist Coach. Gilkes i s  assisting and 
trying his best, but how can y ~ u  ask one Athletic 
Coach to look after at least SO schools? Until you 
can have qualified people in all of these fields you 
will not k doing anything. I sincerely hope that th? 
Government will not allow this man to get away. I am 
told he is down here a s  a Manager of a Hotel, and he has 
offered his service to helpus. I am also told that he 
is getting troxble with a work permit, but I believe 
that i s  a hurdle which he would jump. 

I look forward to see an improvement in the 
facilities in the densely populated areas  for  people 
to be able to engage themselves in the various ac- 
tivities of their choice. Nine months ago I called on 
the Government to take over the old Good Shepherd 
School and use i t  as a Community Centre for  the 
people in the fishingvillage and the surrounding areas 
of Fitts Village, Prospect, Risk Gap and the ad- 
joining areas of Black Rock, but to this day we have 
heard nothing abmt it, and the building i s  there 
falling down. 

I would like to hear what is the Minister's 
future programme and not what he has in his mani- 

festo. I hop= he will be able to tell us what future 
plans he has, while he is in office at  this time, for 
the young pzople of this country. 

Hon. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, I can 4 
assure the hon. member, who has just sat  dowfi, that 
I have listened very carefully to the points he has 
raised, and they a r e  very well taken. With reference 
to the question of diversifying our sports, I am ab- 
solutely in agreement with him. We have a lot of 
slack to take up, but we cannot do it in a hurry. It 
will take us some time to do certain things, but I can 
assure him that I am all the way with him. 

There is one point onwhich the hon. memb, =r was 
not exactly correct, and that is a s  f a r a s  schools a re  
concerned. The Ministry of Community Development 
i s  not responsible fo r  games in schools. That item t 
falls under the Ministry of Education, but Iwill draw 
it  to the attention to the Ministry of Education. 

With regard to the possibility of approaching 
estate owners for  the purpose of renting o r  leasing 
land for  playing fields, i t  is very difficult some- 
times to acquire the sort  of land you would want to - 
get in rural  areas. In my particular parish there is 
good news coming out which I will not disclose at the 
moment, a s  f a r  a s  playing fields a r e  concerned. Over 
the years there has been that difficulty in acquiring 
land suitable for  outdoor sports. 

As f a r  as  laying down of hard courts a re  con- 
cerned, that is a matter that will meet with my 4 
approval. The hon. mem>ker was actually talking to the 
converted throughout the entire length of his speech. 
He made a very good speech and a vzry good con- 
tribution, and I commend him for  that. He can rest  
assured that i t  is my endeavour and my purpose for 
the rest  of the time allotted to me in the Ministry 
of Community Development and Youth Affairs to do my 
utmost to give the wheel an extra turn for  the de- 
velopment of the youths in Barbados. h. 

T h e  question that Head 44 - Ministry o f  Trade, 

T'ourism, Community Development and Youth Af fa i rs  - 
stand part was  put and resolved in the affirmative without 

d iu is ion. 

Head 45 - MINISTRY OF LABOUR, NATIONAL 
INSURANCE AND HOUSING 4, 

Head 4 5  - Ministry o f  Labour, National lnswance  and - 
Housing - iuas called. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Chairman, I k g  to 
move that Head 45 - Ministry of Labour, National 
Insurance and Housing - stand part. -v 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, in view of the fact 
that supplementary provision in the sum of $600 is 
now required to settle a claim fo r  payment of fees 
to an Industrial Consultant for  professional services 
rendered, during the current financial year, i t  is my A 



view that'it is very important fo r  us to be brought up 
to date with exactly what has taken place. What are  
the prafessional services mentioned here? We know 
exactly what factory inspection entails. We feel that 
this is a very smallbillforwhat a job of this nature 
would entail, and we would like to hear what the 
Minister has to say on it. (Hon. N. W. BOXILL: "I 
have nothing to add to what is set  out in the Adden- 
dum. You are  only trying to waste time with fodish- 
ness.") Mr: Chairman, the Minister is accusing me 
of trying to waste time with foolishness. 
4.05 p.m. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: While an hon. member is ad- 
dressing the Chair, all other members should observe 
Standing Order No. 29(6). 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, I am hearing the hon. 
mzmber using all sor ts  of stupid and offensive rz-  
marks, but the real  truth about this is that the f irst  
time he saw this item was when the Clerk carried 
his file and showed i t  to him, so that when any hon. 
member from this side gets up to enquire as  to the 
expenditure ... (As ide s )  Mr. Chairman, the hon. 
mzmber is using insulting remarks and I am address- 
ing you, and I feel that he is using the remarks to 
me, 

Mr. CHAIRMQN: I have heard no suchrzmsrks, 
otherwise I would have called on the hon. member to 
withdraw. 

Mr. HINDS: I believe so. (Asides) 

Mr. CtI.AIRMAN: Is the hon. junior mem,Ser for 
St. Thomas addressing the Chair') (Pause) Is  the hon. 
junior member for  St. Peter  still addressing the 
Chair? 

Mr. HINDS: HOW can I address the Chair when 
the Chairman was addressing the hon. member. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am asking the hon. mem,kr  
to proceed. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairmnn, the note reads that 
supplementary provision in the sum of $600 is re-  
quired to settle a claim fo r  payment of fees to an 
Industrial Consultant. Mr. Chairman, this i s  not 
somzthing that we have each year, and mmething 
must have happened in industry that necessitatedthe 
hiring of the services of this consultant. Thz note 
also tells us that i t  is anticipated that similar  claims 
a r e  likely to be brought bzfore Government during 
the current financial year. Mr. Chairman, am I ask- 
ing too much if I asked the appropriate Minister to 
give us an esplanation of this? Why is it that on this 
particular occasion we found i t  necessary to call on 
an industrial consultant? What is it that we expect 
to happen that we will have to call on the industrial 
consultants in the future duringthe current financial 
year. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: The hon. member seems to 
think that he is in here to be obstreperaus. That is 
his idea of being in the Oppsition. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That has absolutely not- to 

do with Head 4 5. 

Hon. N. W. B3XILL: It does because the hon. 
member bzcame obstreperous and was trying to 
prevent.. . . . . . 

Mr. )~ll \rDS rose. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Now I see two hon. memixrs  
on their feet and I ask both to sit. (Both members 
sat.) 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman,I believe you would 
have heard what the hon. member has been saying. 
( A s i d e s )  I crave your indulgence to replytothe hon. 
member. ( A s i d e s )  

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am asking the hm. junior 
member for  St. Thomas while sitting not to be as  
loud a s  he has been because the R d e s  are  bsing 
broken when this happens. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: I am sorry, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. HINDS: The Rules a re  only broken with his 
silence. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Chairman, this ar ises  
out of the chief Labour Officer finding it necessary 
from time to time to seek expert advice in the dis- 
charge of his statutory duties under the Factories 
Act. You will remember that some time ago a man 
o r  two men were left in a boiler in St. Peter, and 
some time later  another man fell into a well at  
Searles Plantation, and this is a matter of safety 
precautions which we a re  taking. This m3tter was 
instigated because I think a lot of these factories 
were getting away with murder because they were 
not taking the necessary precautionary m;,asures in 
protecting people who worked with them. The Adden- 
dum sets i t  out quite clearly but the hon. m,?mber is 
saying that this is the taxpayers' money. He is paid 
out of the taxpayers* money, but I am a big taxpayer 
and not one who hides from and refuses to pay peo- 
ple who work with me. We had to ask Mr. H. G. R. 
Massiah to carry  out an inspection a s  an industrial 
consultant. 

As you know, Mr. Chairman, boilers should bz 
inspected at  least every year o r  more so every six 
months, because the skin of a boiler can become ex- 
tended and it may have more pressure in i t  that i t  is 
geared for  because the safety valve mzy have stuck. 
A consultant is engaged to make sure that when it 
says that the boiler holds 180 p ~ u n d s  of pressure, 
when it reaches 181 p x n d s  the safety valve should 
lift and let off the extra pound of steam. T h ~ s e  a re  
things we asked the gentleman to investigate; this is 
no clandestine business that was going on, but the 
hon. member seems to be an expert on everything es- 
cept thz one thing he is an expert on. He never says 
anything about the thing he lcnows most about. We 
asked this gentleman to carry out this inspectionfor 
us and he did not charge any enormous amount. As a 
matter of fact, I think his fees a r e  only $129, but the 
reason why we a r s  asking for  this is because thz 
necessity may arise again thatwe have to have some- 
where inspected. F o r  instance if someone gets hurt 



in an industrial factory, not necessarily a sugar 
factory, it is our duty to find out why this has taken 
place, because if you do not have these inspections, 
people do not have much regard for the people who 
work with them. That is why a man had to go down 
by St. Mary's Church the other day and throw stones 
in a building because the man would not pay him. 
However, the factory that was inspected was pro- 
bably one of those dilapidated places that was operat- 
ing, and this is the kind of thing we are  trying 
to protect people against. We asked Mr. Massiah to 
carry out this investigation and his fees are $129, 
but if we had to do i t  again, w: may have to look to 
someone else. It is the duty of the Labour Depart- 
ment for instance to send their inspectors to lookat 
quarries to make sure they are protected from peo- 
ple falling into them, because when the owners 
start  quarrying stones they do so pretty deeply. 

It is also the duty of the Labour Department to 
make sure that people do not work their employees 
over a limited time without paying them, as some 
people, whom we know quite well, try to do. We had 
to ask this expert because we do not have any ex- 
perts here on boilers as  such. I do not know who 
Mr. Massiah is, but he is an expert according to 
what I have seen here. He carried out the inspection 
and this i s  the result. We have to pay him for it. 
4.15 p.m. 

?'he Addendum says: 

Supplementary provision in the sum 3f $600 is 
required to settle a claim for payment of fees to an 
Industrial Consultant, fo r  professional se  mice s 
rendered in connection with inspections under the 
Factories Act, 1956-58 and to meet similar claims 
which are anticipated during the current financial 
year. 

When the hon. member talks about the taxpayers' 
money, I want the hon. member to understand that 
we on this side do not have to steal from the tax- 
payers because I am sure the law will not uphold us 
in this. We have a Director of Public Prosecutions 
for  that, When the other people tried to fleece people 
and extort them they did not have aDirector of Pub- 
lic Prosecutions at the time but they still went away 
for doing it. I bzg to move that the Resolution do now 
pass. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. CRAIG: I am very glad that the hon. junior 
member for  St. Peter queried this, because the Ad- 
dendum is very vague and 1 was at a loss as  to what 
i t  meant, but only now hearing from the Minister my 
understanding has been broadened on the whole pic- 
ture. What I would like to find out i s  if this industrial 
consultant is a Barbadian o r  if he is somebody who 
is working here in private enterprise assisting the 
Labour Department in carrying out these duties. If 
I am not mistaken we have factory inspectors; there 
is a man called Jones who was at Highways and 
Transport and who is now seconded to the Labour 

Department carrying out duties of this nature. From 
the Minister's own explanation I understand there is 
marked protection necessary over a px-iod of time, 
and I was wondering if ws have not got people here 
to do this job, because I would believe that we have 
factory inspectors here. If these people are in a 
position to dete m i n e  these things, w3y then should 
you bring in Mr. Massiah? 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, I am satisfied that 
the queries r a i s ~ d  by my investigation were more 
than valid because arising therefrom, despite the 
Minister forgetting about himself and his being 
dragged before the Courrs for having people's tiles 
and not paying for them, I have neveremployed any- 
body and refused to pay them a just wage, but Iwill 
leave the Mlnister there for the time being, his days 
are  shorter than yours o r  mine. What I said was 
that this moment appears to bz small, and since I 
have heard from the Minister what is really involved, 
what took place in St. Peter and other places, I am 
satisfied now that the Labour Department is really 
and truly not carrying out its duty in this respct. 
I would suggest that the services of this consultant 
and others be requisitioned for  a period so that when 
not only sugar factories but all other factories in 
this island are  to go into production we would feel 
a little more satisfied that the incidents mentioned 
by the Minister would be unlikely to recur. It is for 
the safety of these people working in these factories. 

That is the gist of my submission, and when I 
asked the questions I am sure that I was doing this 
country a good turn. 

T h e  question that Head 45  stand part was put and 

resolved in the af f irmative without division. 

Head 37 -MINISTRY O F  EDUCATION - Was cal led,  

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that Head 37 stand part. 

Hon. G. G, FER',WSSON: I beg to second that. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, we have no 
Head dealing with the Samuel Jackman Prescod 
Polytechnic, but when we were dealing with the 
other Resolution hon. members opposite had asked 
for  some information which I had promised them I 
would get. Also in another Resolution the hon. junior 
member for St. Peter wanted to raise a point ortwo 
on the prefabricated buildings, and I hope that you 
will give us both the opportunity to discuss them al- 
though they do not come under any of these Items, 

First,  about the courses at the Samuel Jackrnan 
P p  scod Polytechnic, the r5 is mechanical engineer- 
ing which includes machining, fitting and welding; 
there is motor vehicle mechanics which includes 
auto b ~ d y  repair; there is refrigeration, electrical 
installation, radio and television servicing, car-  
pentry, joinery, masonry, tiling, plumbing and pipe 
fitting; commercial studies which involve typing, 
shorthand, book-keeping, office practice, English, 
Arithmetic and Civics. The student enrolement at 
the Polytechinc, full time first  year 217, full time 
second year 189. 



F o r  the evening classes, at the harbour 294, at 
Richmond 32, part time day classes at Richmond 
334, and this makes a total enrolment of 1,066. 
Students a re  prepared for  the City and Guilds of 
London Institute examination, and the students fo r  
commercial studies a re  prepared for  the Pitmans 
Examinations. 

Breakdown of full time students. I am giving 
the two years, 1969 and 1970. F o r  machining and 
fitting in 1969, 28, and in 1970, 16. For  the auto 
body repair, 15 and 10. 
4.25 p.m. 

Welding .. . . . . 
Plumbing .. . . .. 
Carpentry .. .. .. 
Masonry .. .. . . 
Auto-Mechanics .. . . 
Commercial Studies . . 

. . 

. . 
Electrical Installation .. 
Sewing Machine Operation 

The average num5er of full-time yearly students is 
approximately 300. F o r  the intake in the f irst  year, 
that is, September, 1970; for  the Day Courses 100; 
for  the Evening Courses 258, and fo r  this year  the 
Day Courses so fa r  are  60 and 182; so  that in the 
two years for the Day Courses there is a total of 
about 600, and the rest  make upthe Evening Classes. 
I think this is what was required of me, and I have 
presented it to the Committee. 

In respect of the prefabs, the proposal is to put 
8 double units at  the St. Leonard's compound for the 
boys; 2 at  Springer Memorial; 3 at  West St. Joseph; 
3 at Parkinson; 1 at Cherry Grove Primary; 2 at 
Ellerslie; 2 at the Boys' Foundation; and 1 at the 
Girls' Foundation. In a.ddition there will be another 
double unit at West St. Joseph; 2 at Princess 
Margaret, and 2 at  the Housecraft Centre. 

In addition, Mr. Chairman, under the Head 
generally seven o r  eight of the items for w!iichfur- 
ther provision is asked are  revotes. In some caszs 
the suppliers did n2t send in their accounts in tima 
to be paid before the end of the financial year and, 
therefore, we have to provide the money which has 
lapsed. In other cases claims for payment came in 
after the end of th? financial year. I think 7 of thz 15 
items are  revotes, so f a r  as I can remembr .  

Mr. HINDS: Are you dealing with Head 377 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Yes. Let us take them one 
by one. We have Head 37(1) - General Administra- 
tion; then you have Item 41. If there is anything you 
wish to ask you may do so. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, Note 10 is in respect 

of Head 37, Item 42. Have we done Head 25, Item 391 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Not yet. 

Mr .  HINDS: Mr. Chairman, the note says that it 
is to provide $9,090 to purchase furniture andequip- 
ment to meet the following: - 
(a) additional storage facilities a r e  needed f o r  

closed volumes of current files, and for  sup- 
plies received in the Ministry; ........ 

Undoubtedly, the Ministry is e m  barking upon the 
purchasing of cabinets. It is important in storing 
files that the f irst  consideration to be given is that 
they be stored where they can b2 readily found with 
consummate ease. I believe that the decision to store 
files now is prompted by, perhaps, the attack rodents 
and other pests have made upon several files in this 
Ministry. I do not know what information the Minis- 
t e r  has on this matter, but w hope that they a r e  now 
embarking upon rat-proof storage places. I am cer-  
tain that the Ministry has had complaints from 
several institutions, which receive books, literature, 
etc., about the condition in which some of these items 
have been received. 

I do not believe that there is a Storekeeper at 
this Ministry who would be responsible for  the pre- 
servation and the accounting proper for  all of these 
files and documents which we a re  seeking to store. 
This, I think, should be attended to if we a re  to 
receive maximum benefits and to" avoid losing much 
time and, perhaps, man hours in searching for files 
after they have bzen put away. There should be a 
vault o r  a number of vaults provided at the Depart- 
ment for  this type of storage. 
4.35 p.m. 

The one thing that i s  turning over in my mind 
is  where is the space in the present Ministry for bring- 
ing all this into effect. Surely we believe there must 
be some plan afoot for  the extension of the physical 
accommodation now provided in the Ministry, because 
from what i s  envisaged here the cost would have to 
be for  something on a large scale, andwe shouldlike 
to hear from the Minister exactly what is Govern- 
ment's plan in this respect. 

Now we are  aware that since the change -over in 
the Treasury to the payable order  system the 
occasion has arisen where former  vouchers have 
not been cashed and we a re  now asking to what ex- 
tent is the Department going to be involved that 
dealing with the payable order  system it  is going to 
necessitate storage that was not provided before o r  
is not now enough. After all i t  is paper in this re- 
spect and we do not see anything voluminous, but 
nevertheless we are at one in having all the docu- 
ments whatever their nature in the Ministry of 
Education adequately stored. 

Now we have heard from the Minister what 
Government intends doing with respect to the double 
and single units for  these various schools. Let us  
face the fact, Mr. Chairman, that the provision of 



these units has bzcome necessary because of the 
growth in school population and because Government 
did not move swiftly enough to cope with these re-  
quirements. Thsse pre-fab schools a re  being con- 
structed very widely. This, I think, Mr. Chairman, 
i s  some thing that this Government was at  pains to 
criticise and seeks to avoid during past years. Ilere 
we find Government now embarking upon using this 
highly imflammable material with a life potency 
somewhat limited particularly in these days when 
termites seem to be more active than in years past. 
It is strange enough that now there i s  on the scene 
agencies for the destruction of termites that the 
incidence of the termites seems to b? m3re rapidly 
spreading than was to be witnessed in years past. It 
would be a good thing if wz could get the assurance 
from ?he Minister that the material that is being 
used in these pre-fab buildings has the same type of 
resistance o r  better than the termites themselves to 
the treatment that the specialists seek to give to the 
termites. These pre-fab buildings said to be 
temporary adjustments, but we do hope that what i s  
really held out to us today as  an undertaking of a 
temporary nature does not find itself tobe one of the 
longest terms possible. You know, Mr. Chairman, 
that the shift system at  St. Leonard's School intro- 
duced by the hon. member some time betw~en 1952 
and 1963 was supposed to have been of a very tem- 
porary nature, but the Minister is telling us that it 
i s  being done away with after almmt fully eight years 
in existence. Wasn the life span of one of these pre- 
fab buildings is estimated to be ten years, and this 
i s  ten years withobt k i n g  shifted from place to 
place.. . .. . . . 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: If the hon. m'amber would 
give way, I think the Ministry has already announced 
that they are  ending the shift system from next 
September and I think they have also announced that 
there i s  going to be a new St. Leonard's Girls' Schools 
built somewhere, andwhatever i s  left of the Richmond 
compound, will bz left for  ths boys. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, that brings me to 
this point. It i s  unfortunate that we are to see the 
parish of St. Michael being overcrowdedwith scbmls, 
a.nd we a re  overcrowding St. Michael with schools 
and then overcrowding the very schools. If we took a 
look at Springer Memorial, this was built and opened 
in October, 1964, to accommodate something like 
800 children. It now has a rollof 1,300 and this after 
making an addition of twelve classrooms since 1964, 
and we still sez, a s  the Minister gave us just now, 
that we a re  to provide additional double units each 
of which i s  to accommodate four classrooms withan 
estimated number of 30 to 40 children ineach room. 
4.45 p.m. 

If you w i l l  find that Springer Memarial is in that 
position, the Princess Margaret is in a similar 
position but slightly different, that is the P - h c e s s  
Margaret was opened in 1955 but now has a roll of 
1,350, and we have got to provide additional accom- 
modation at Princess Margaret, bat what is the 
point in building these temporary classrooms out 
of wood when a s  at Princess Margaret we have the 

land area where you can put up a permanent struc- 
ture once and for all and at a cost which in ourview 
compares more than favourably with these wooden 
structures that we are  to see planted from place to 
place? These a re  things we would like to see Gov- 
ernment giving some sort  of consideration to, and 
what must be attended to more readily if we a re  not 
to see an increase in the overcrowding although we 
a r e  providing these classrooms is that we have got to 
direct our feeder schools to adhere a s  strictly a s  
psssible to certain guide lines. I think I am right in 
saying that a school like the West St. Joseph which 
was also opened in 1955 and in 1964 some class- 
rooms were added, now has about 1,800 children. 

West St. Joseph receives children from 
St. Augustine's Boys' and Girls' and also from 
St. Jude's School in St. George, so you will see that 
until we can decide, like my own constituency, 
St. Peter where we have something like eight senior 
department schools, until we can staff those schools 
properly and make p o p l e  understand that their 
children can be accommodated and receive the same 
education in those schools in their own parishes 
next door to where they live, we will never get rid 
of this system of making children leave home on 
mornings by the 6 o'clock bus to get into some of 
these schools, th's distance is so great. We would 
not like to see that Government continues to over- 
crowd St. Michael, but that they go up north. F o r  
instance, Government has just announced that a 
Comprehensive School o r  some school for secondary 
teaching will be built at the old Mess House School, 
but that to my mind is not the answer to any of the 
problems. We need a Comprehensive Central School 
somewhere between St. James, St. Peter  and St. Lucy 
to accommodate the children from St. James, 
St. Peter  and St. Lucy. Mr. Chairman, the Minister 
is saying that we a re  going to have a Comprehensive 
S c h ~ o l  in St. Peter, one in St. James and one in 
St. Lucy, but when? We would like to see a start  
made now but starting a school in St. Lucy is not the 
best approach to the problem. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I certainly have given quite a 
lot of latitude on a Resolution that h,ss already bzen 
passed. I gave the hon. junior memher for  St. Lucy 
the latitude to answer questions which wers askedof 
him but I did not expect that this latitude would have 
gone a s  f a r  a s  i t  has, because wr a r e  now discussing 
Head 37, Item 31 which d=als with furniture for  those 
schools. I know the hon. member will agree with 
me that I have given quite a lot of latitude on this 
Resolution which has already been passed for 
$921,754. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, even if I did not 
agree I would say yes because you a re  in the Chair 
but the Hon. Minister in introducing the Item that is 
before us specifically stated chat he was giving us 
information about the pre-fab schools and he made a 
special request of the Chair; I do not think that I 
have brought anything that is irrelevant into the de- 
bate. I could hardly believe, Mr. Chairman that you 
hate to see me &bate any subject, and if I had gone 
beyond the scope I am sure the Minister would have 
objected. 



Mr. CHAIRMAN: I would like the hon. member 
to understand that had I expected this amount of lati- 
tude I would have asked ths hon. junior member for  
St. Lucy to have the Resolution recommitted andthat 

3 would have been done in i ts  proper place. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairmaan, it is all the same 
Committee, and ifthe Minister agrees to give us the 
relevant information, perhaps at a late hour, I d2 
n3t think we a r e  discussing anything that is irrele-  
vant. Wc have got to respect your ruling but i t  is a 

- .  question of education and we have all got to strive, 
no matter how old, to b= educated. I am trying to 
educate myself in this respect, but I do not want to 
get into your bad books any more. 

We have quite recently moved houses to - - Lammings in St. Joseph; that in itself throws an ex- 
tra burden on the West St. Joseph School, and that is 
the type of information the Minister would like to 
hear. A very important thing is this, Mr. Chairman, 
we olught to be hearing from the Minister if there 
is within Government's knowledge o r  any visible 

-=-a 
signs whatsoever of a comparable reduction in the 
n u m k r  of persons attending Private Secondary 
Schools in this Island during the past 5 o r  loyears,  
because in providing these facilities, in making 
available all that is now 'being offered, we ought to 
bring to bear upon our  delibzrations what impact is 
all of this really having on the Private School sec- 
tor. 

w.. 4.55 p.m 

Are we having more people still clamouring for  
these Private Schools? When all of these prefab 
buildings have been se t  up and placed where they 
are to be placed, what wlll be the pasition? I believe 
this particular one will be the last  on this score. The 
Alleyne High School, for  instance, was one of thz 

-"- f i rs t  to get prefab buildings. I do not remember the 
year the Alleyne School received the buildings, but 
that was done on a t e m p x a r y  basis. Temporary for  
how long? Is  there any decision a' the mom, =nt to 
shift buildings from the Alleyne School to accommo- 
date children in another area? I think not. We need 
much more than coming here for  furniture to equip 

- these prefab schools. We need a better assessment 
of the w?tole situation with regard to accommoda- 
tion for our school ppulation whether it is at the 
Primary level, the Secondary level, o r  the Compre- 

% 

hensive level. 

Mr. Chairman, you will find that, d, =s p ite the 
Springer Memorial with i ts  accommodation, there 
a re  children a: the Eyrie who have to 53 movxi  and 
accomm~dated elsewhsre. The whole system is not 
gaod enough, and we expect much more than this. 
I -vuuld like to htzar from the Ministerwhat is r a l l y  
intended with regard to all that has been said ou this 
item, not forgetthy a total removal of any pos- 
sibility of rodent destruction of any of the files o r  

,if, documents of thz Ministry. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, in respect of 

the request fo r  the provision made for  extra fur- 
niture for  the storage of documents, I think thle h*m. 
mc m ~ k r  would a p p x i a t e  that aLl Government De- 
partments expand from time to Ume, amd fie security 
of documents is such a vital matter that exwild! tu~ 
on appropriate furniture fo r  keeping documents is, 
I think, justified. I may tell the hon. membzr that i t  
is my personal conviction after 10 years in the 
Government that fully 60 percent of the paper that 
Governments preserve could be burnt immediately. 

For  instance, when you ta'c-t away the persmal  
files and the documents which r e c ~ r d  all the facts 
about people's careers  in the Public Service, and 
you add, perhaps, th,? records o! the purely business 
transactions of the Governmelt, and then you add 
the really confidenfial matters such a s  doca nents 
dealing with Foreign Rslations and Security matters, 
those together comprise less  than 30 F r c e n t  of the 
total percentage of paper that the Governments use 
in their work. 1 think that that 30 o r  35 percent could 
be preserved and the rest,  after a suitable interval, 
could be destroyed; 

F o r  instance, I do not know why it i s  that Min- 
istr ies keep Cabinet Papers. When we have a 
Cabinet meeiing on Thursday, the Papers have to 
be used bzcause we have to see what we a r e  discus- 
sing and studying, but after that is finished there is 
no need to keep them. The transactions of the Cabinet 
a= recorded; the Cabinet Mlnuzes ought to be pre- 
served fo r  a s  much a s  100 or203 years f o r  the ben3- 
fit of historians, but the aztual discussioil P q w r s  
need not be kept. I know that in somz Ministries 
they have cabinets bulging w.ith Cabinet Papersthat 
should have been destroyed long ago. They do burn 
them from time to time, but no: a s  often a s  they 
should. There a r e  other things like minutes not 
necessarily in files but on bits of paper passed from 
hand to hand; memoranda reminders which a re  then 
stuck in files which only deal with fleeting, passing 
things a s  to whether a meeting did infact take place, 
o r  whether 3.30 is convenient for a meeting of the 
Planningcommittee o r  not; you put i t  on a piece of 
paper, pass i t  around and thz pzople who a re  to take 
part in the meeting will sign their names, and yet 
that bit of paper is r2cained even after the meeting 
has been held and the people have discussed what 
they wanted to discuss. 

I think it is, in fact, an unnzcessary retention of 
too much paper in Government. It is my personal 
belief that hardly more than 30 percent of the paper 
the Go~ernment uses ntzeds .to be preserved. In all 
my 10 years in the Government. I do not think that 
I have seen 300 docum~snts tha: I would really call 
Confidential o r  Top Secret. Some nonsense is 
labelled confidential that really does not dzserve to 
be and, consequently, is preserved whm there is no 
nsed to preserve it. Unless you can straightenup the 
procedures and somebody with judgment and know- 
ledge in these things can take a careful look a s  to 
w!~at should be preserved you will, of course, have 
mounds and mounds of paper swelling year  by 
year and you wlll always have to be buying filing 



cabinets, cupboards and pressess  in which to keep 
this useless  paper. 

Mr. Chairman, I think that the financial tran- 
sactions of the Government ought to be preserved, 
and I think t:ie Financial Administration and Audit 
Act o r  the Rules does require, unless prescribed, 
the length of .  time for  which you should preserve 
vouchers and' receipts, payable orders ,  etc., and of 
course you have to comply with the law in that 
respect. If you have to keep them, then you must 
have something in which to keep them. 

I do not think that Ministries and Departments 
have storekeepers. I do not think the Ministry of 
Education has one, but i t  has, of course, a s  most 
Departments and Ministries have, an Office Super- 
intendent. I believe i t  would be the job of that ocf' I i ce r  
to look into this kind of business and to make a 
continual evaluation a3 to how documents a re  to be 
przserved and to keep them safe from rodents a~d 
o ~ h e r  pests, although all thz pests a r e  not rodents. 
K v e v e r ,  I do not think that you wmld n ~ e d  to 
appoint storekeepers for  this purpose, because there 
is a certain level of responsibility that you have to 
look for  in preserving documents, and a storekeeper 
mzy not b? the kind of person that you would allow 
to take a decision a s  to how documents a re  to be 
preserved and kept. 

With regard to the schools and the expansion o r  
r i se  in the school pspulation, the placement of 
schools, and the policies by which s c h ~ o l s  a r e  
built and expanded. I think the Committee has to 
realise that in most cases in the last  10 years  there 
have been shifts in school population. 
5.05 p.m. 

For  instance the hon. member mentioned Sprin- 
g z r  Memorial. When we built the SpringerMemorial, 
there was no question at  the time at  least  in thz 
planning stage in 1963 that we would have to move 
people from Delamere Land and decant them in 
areas  in the Pine which already had had a thriving 
and numerous poplation. Springer Mzmorial School 
was built to sJparate the g i r l s  from Parkinson so 
that yau would have Parkinson catering a s  a compre- 
hensive school for  bsys and Springer Memorial 
doing the same for  girls. When all ths: was done and 
thz school was constructed, then two other Minis- 
t r i e s  got together and made their  decision a b u t  
Delamare Laild and clearing that site and so p2ople 
moved into the Pine ,and St. Barnabas and we had 
therefore a situation fn w!iich Springsr Edamorial 
had to ca ter  now to an extended school population 
because the catchment had widened. It is the same 
with Ellerslie. When Ellerslic was conceived and 
built there was no question of th2 F a r m  Hmsing 
Area being there, and Eilerslie was finished fully 
two years  and classes begun ear ly  in 1965, and I 
believe i t  was in 1967 that they star ted d ~ ~ w n  there 
a t  the Farm, 

Mr. HINDS: At this point, Parkinson was built 
in 1960 and it now has over 1,200 children, but 

with the proposal to site somethinglike 5,000 houses 
in the Wildey area, how a re  you going to cope with 
this situation? 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Now we can uss  the experi- 
ence again in t h x e  episodes to plan for  the future. 4 
What the Ministry will hsve to do, and I am certain 
they are  thinking about it, is to plan now for  perhaps 
two primary schools in the Wlldey a rea  and a com- 
prshensive school to follow say, within three o r f o ~ r  
yzars  of th? esta\Iishmt>nt of these primery schools, 
just a s  how they have recently done in respect of 
Cave Hill. 'd 

The third point I want to make is this: (Mr. 
HINDS: Is  there a reduction in the number going to 
the private schools?) I have no figures present on 
this, but I would think myself purely on statistics 
that the more comprehensive schools you can con- 
s truct  the l e s s  ?ressure there will be for  places in 
the approved private schools. I do not know if the 
hon. member sees  a certain rough logic in this dis- 
cussion, because in a debate in this Chamber last  
week o r  whenever i t  was, I believe that he was trying 
to say that more children were getting secondary 
education in 1949 than a re  getting i t  naw. The hon. 
member will forgive mt. if I am n~isquoting Xm. 

MI. H[NDS: I said that f r ee  secondaryeducation 
starced in this Island in 1949. Ididnot say that more 
we re getting i t  then than a r e  getting i t  today. 

Hm. J. C. TUDOR: The hon. member said that 
free secondary education started in 1949. It  is a 
pity the hon. senior  member did not tell  me that in 
1959 and 1960 when we used to discuss f ree  secondary 
education a s  we have i t  now. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, you will find this in 
the 1960-63 Report of the Ministry of Education and 
in Cominand Paper No. 7149. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: If secondary education started 
in this Island in 1949, i t  was the best kept secre t  of 
this century in Barbados. That is all I can say on it. 
I never knew i t  and I would make bold to say that the 
people who were getting i t  did not know then, and 
only now in 1971 we are  hearing that we had i t  as 
long ago a s  1949; but we can argue absut this until 
the cows come home. 

Mr. HINDS: The hon. m e m ~ k r  can point not f a r  
away to persons whom he knows benefited from f ree  
secondary education in these early days. Inthe same 
way the hon. member would want to tell  me that the 
school meals programme was star ted in 1963, 
but we say i t  was started in 1937. (Hon. J. C. TUDOR; 
That is another secret.) 

T h e  question that Head 37 - Ministry o f  Education 

- stand part, was put snd resolved in the affirmative with- 

out division. 

Head 25 - MINlSTRY O F  HOME A F F A l R S  - was 

called. 



Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, Ibeg to move 
that Head 25 - Ministry of Home Affairs - stand 
part. 

Hen. K. N. R. HUSBANDS: I beg to second that. 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, an amount of $10,000 
is  required to meet contribdtions by the Government 
of Barbados to countries w?~ich might be severely 
affected by nationd disaster. This mcJney will b? 
used particularly to help the nations in this region. 
Nobdy would object to this, but we would like to 
know however how the amount of ........... ... . . 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: If the hon. member would 
give way, I should have said in respect of this that 
the hon. member will remember that there was re-  
cently an earthquake in Nicuaragua, flooding in Co- 
lumbia, an earthquake in Chile and a national disas- 
t e r  in another Latin American country, and of course 
we have been asked to do something about the trouble 
in Pakistan. We could come here every time there is 
some such requirement and for $1,000 o r  $1,5000 o r  
$2,000 because that consribution that we can make is  
really only token, but we a re  glad to make it in these 
instances because other pe~? le  help us when we have 
prablems. Wc are  asking the House to make this 
provision of $10,000 some of whichwfll go to Nicuara- 
gua, some to Chile, some to Columbia, some to 
Pakistan and whatever other countries request our 
aid between now and the end of the financial year. 
This is a commitment which arises out of oar  mem- 
bership of the 0. A. S. and other international or-  
ganisations. I should have explained this at the 
beginning, but i t  was just an oversight. 
5.15 p.m. 

As the hon. member who moved this Resolution 
said, it is an international commitmant, and I think 
all countries in the world must at some time o r  other 
assist their brothers and sisters in cases of national 
disaster, but this brings me to the point that here in 
Barbados since the flood last year there are people 
who have still not received any help from the Minis- 
try. I can point to some people living in St. James, 
in the Holetown area, who have not yet received 
even clothing furthermore to have their houses re-  
paired o r  some of them resited. I had to call Miss 
Howard a few days ago to ask about the position with 
a woman who lives in Holetown but no:hing has been 
done in this case. I remember the Minister gave a 
breakdown when we were sitting in the Other Place 
of some of the items which were given away in the 
various parishes, and I can say that up to this very 
day there a re  some people who some 10 months ago 
were affected by the flood but have not yet been given 
any sort of assistance, a ~ d  I would say this, that we 
in Barbados like any other country must set about 
to help our brothers and sisters in other countries 
in cases of national disaster, but I believe that 
charity begins at home. As a matter of fact, some 
time ago we were asking the Minister about a dona- 
tion that was given to the Prime Minister by Prince 
Charles, and we tried to find out how tnnch the dona- 
tion was and how much money was in the fund; the 

Minister said at the time that the fundwas exhausted 
and I feel that Central Government should have made 
some provision to make sure that all the residents 
in Barbados should have been protected by now. 

Furthermore, in as much as  we have interna- 
tional commitments to other countries in cases of 
national disaster, I see no reason why there should 
not be a fund bi~ilt up at Govermental level to assist 
people here when something suddenly o x u r s .  I would 
like to hear from the Minister what is the position 
with many of these people who were affected in odr 
disaster in October, and what provision the Ministry 
is  making to satisfy them if they have not yet been 
satisfied. As fa r  as this $10,000 is concerned, I am 
quite sure that everybody on this side wfll support 
it but I am also reminding Government that charity 
begins at home and that there are  still Barbadians 
who wzre affected in the flood and who have not yet 
received anything from Government. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairinan, certainly this sum af 
$10,000 to assist  in making donations in disaster 
cases in this region as  the n x e  sa;rq i s  quite in order, 
but as the hon. senior m?mb?r for St. Jamzs has 
just said, we have quite a nilmber of cases and I 
have been at pains to draw this to :h? attention of 
the Minister of Health, and I must also say for 
the benefit of the Minister of Home Affairs 
and all concerned that there are  cases of people in 
this Island, and particularly in the parish of St. Peter, 
who lost all their beloagings in the flood. There is 
the case of a x r p n t e r  who lost al lhis tools and his 
workshop and he has been given no assistance what- 
s.3ever although the matter was reported to the 
Police S:ation and the Police took an inventory as 
best as th? d d  man could remember what he had. 
There are other cases as well where psople have 
suffered ~iamage in varying degrees and nothing has 
been dm: to help them. 

W e  have a Central Emlkrgency Relief Fund; wz 
know that that fund was ably assisted quite recently 
by an amoun? of $20,785.71 f r ~ m  overseas by the 
Consul General, Mr. Branford Taitt, f r o n  eonations 
received from people in Boston, New York and 
Chicago. This Central Emergency Relief Fund is 
undoub:edly for the benefit of our people at home, 
so we should know what is in this fund since it has 
bszn given a shot in the arm by our overseas s is ters  
andbrothers, andifthere is money inthe fund why is 
it that people who are in need and wh3 deserve assist- 
ance ha-re no: bsen assisted? We are quite in agree- 
ment with vocing this money to help our overseas 
brothers, but at the sa-me time we are  trying to re- 
late o x  r l s i r e  to assist those overseas to Govern- 
ment's neglect of the cases at home tha: deserve so 
much. Surely the Minister could not feel happy with 
this state of affairs, and we would certainly like to 
know what has been the cause of dolay. In addition, 
th l re  was a private fund operated by the b ~ s i n e s s  
comm~mity, and Go-~ernment has a right to know 
what is in that fund and what has been dme about 
it, and we would like to know who has been assisted 
and who has not h e n  assisted. 



Mr. St. JOHN: Mr. Chairman, i t  is really amaz- 
ing that a few people,, certainly in my constituency, 
have not yet had any help. I remember drawing to 
the attention of the House the plight of the small 
farmers who had their crops washed away, and I 
knaw that they have not yet received any assistance, 
particdarly those in Cane Vale. There is still m o x y  
in that fund which was collected by the business 
community, because I h o w  that there were one o r  
two boats damaged in Oistin and the boats were 
still on the beach up to a month a@. When I spoke 
with the Secretary of the fund he told me that the 
fund was n3t closed but that they were waiting on 
the investigations which the Fisheries Officer, who 
fortunately was on holiday, had to d3, but I h l i eve  
:hat assistance can still be had in many of the cases 
from that fund but it is a question of the coordination 
between the relevant Government Departments and 
the administering authority of that fund, so I hope 
that the Hon. Minister will see that the publicity 
king gets around to those small matters. He can 
even get a p l c t u ~  in the paper when he winds up &he 
fund. 
5.25 p.m, 

He can call in the Advocate and let them take 
a pictu rz .3f him smiling. The people are accustomed 
to seeing his picture, but they want to be accustomed 
to seeing that ths practical work in his Department 
is being done, and that suffering does not exist. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I had been 
under the impression that claims for household 
effects had largely been met. There may be a few 
outstanding cases, but I am hoping that they will 
be fully disposed of in the shortest possible timc. 

In respzct of agricultural damage and fisheries, 
the fund is certainly not closed. Fertiliser has bzen 
distrib-ited, I believe, a s  well a s  some claims for 
damaged fishing boats have been met. I have heard 
that investigations have not yet been completed in 
this respect. Most of the outstanding complaints 
deal now with homes which have been damaged. W e  
have the houses which have been damaged; the re- 
mainder of the agricultural claims, and the remain- 
d e r  of the fishing boats to deal with. 

Before the House rises for the recess ........ 
(Mr. St. JOSV: "When is that" 7) I would like to take 
the recess week after nsxt, if I can and i f  I am al- 
lowed to. Before the House rises for the recess, I 
will ask ths Ministry of Home Affairs to give me an 
up-to-date account. It is in th? Ministry of Hone 
Aifairs that this matter is dealt with now. Th? Com- 
mittee consists of serving Public Officers, drawn 

mainly from the Ministry 09 Home Affairs. They are 
the people responsible for this matter; I will draw 
it to their attention and gzt u2-to-date account 
of a l l  the disbursements, th,l state of the fund, out- 
standing claims and the time within which all out- 
standing claims can & settled. I w!.ll do that for  4 
hon. members. 

T h e  question that Head 35 stand part was put and 

resolved in the aff irmative  without div is ion.  

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that this Resolution do now pass. V 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

T h e  question was  put and reso lved  in the aff irmative  

without div ision. 4 

Hon. J .  C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that Your Honour do now report the passing of 4 

7 

Resolutions in Committee of Supply. 

Hon. C. E, TALM4: I beg to second that. 

The  question w a s  put and resolved in the aff irmative  

without d iv i s ion ,  and Mr. CHAIRMAN reported t o  Mr. 
IST 

S P E A K E R  who resumed the Chair and reported accordingly. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: M:. Speaker, I beg to mova 
that these Resolutions be now read a first  time. 

Hon. C. E. TALM4: I beg to second that. 

T h e  question was  put and resolved in the affirmative 

without div is ion.  4 

Hon. J. C. ?UD3R: Mr. Speaker, I bzg to move 
that these Resolutions b2 now read a second time. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

T h e  question was put and resolved in the aff irmative  

without div is ion.  

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Spzaker, I beg to move 
that these Resolutions be now agreed to. 

Hon. C. E, TALMA: I beg to second that. 

T h e  question was put and resolved in the aff irmative  

without div is ion.  

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, this concludes 
the Business for w!iich this Special Ms.eting was z 

summoned. A 

Mr. SPEAKER: This Chamber having previous- $ 

ly been formally a d j o u m d  50 Tuesday this week at 
twelve o'clock noon, so stands adjourned. 
5.32 p.m. 

- 




