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THIRD SESSION OF 1966-71 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 29th June,  1971 - - 
Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of As- 

sembly met a t  10.15 a.m o'clock. 

PRESENT 

H i s  Honour Sir J. E .  T .  BRANCKER'Q-C.,  F.Z.S.; 

- - (Speaker); Mr. L .  E .  SMITH, J.P.;  Hon. C. E .  TALMA, 
(Minister o f  Health and Social Welfare); Hon. J. C. 

TUDOR, C.M.G., M.A., (Leader o f  the House); Mr. J, W .  

CORBIN J.P.; Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON, (Minister o f  corn- 

munications and Works); Mr. R. S ~ . C  WEEKES, J.P.; Mr. 

W. R. LOWE, J.P.; Hon. N. W. BOXILL, (Minister o f  La- 

bour, National lnsurance and Housing); and  Mr. w, c, B, 

HINDS. 

Prayers were read. 

Mr. BOLDEN entered the Chamber and took his seat .  

MINUTES 

CL 
Mr. SPEAKER: There a r e  no Minutes available 

for confirmation. 

DEFERRING OF PAPERS TO BE LAID 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
that we defer the giving of Notices and the laying of 
documents until la ter  in today's sitting. 

91 
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Standing Orders Nos. 5, 14, 16, 18, 19, 40 and 
45 be suspended for the remainder of today's sitting. 

This is to enable us to take the luncheon ad- 
&- journment a t  an earl ier  hour and also to si t  later  if 

needs be. Question Time and Private Members' 
Time will fall in their appropriate places. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirma- 

tive without division. 

:ra_ 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, if I may ,...... 
Mr. SMlTH: Mr. Speaker, before we proceed 

with the business of the day, I have a question pend- 
ing since last Tuesday. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will have that matter inves- 
tigated so that appropriate action may be taken later 
today, but my Notice Paper is blank. 

Mr. SMITH: I hope you will have it investigated 
and have it settled right away because this is  not 
fa i r  to me. It should have been asked last  Tuesday 
and it was not asked for some reason o r  other, and 
again today it is not on the Notice Paper. It makes 
me feel that they do not want this particular question 
to go on the Order Paper. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member need not be 
unduly perturbed. If everything is in order,  Iwill 
see  that the question is put today. 

Mr. SMITH: And let me know the reason. 

PAPERS LAID 

Hon. J. C. TUDQR: Mr. Speaker, if I may, I 
should like to lay the do cum en:^ and give Notices 
now a s  they have just arrived. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. member proceed. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: On behalf of the Hon. Pr ime 
~ i n i s i e r ,  I am commanded to lay the following:- 

The Civil Establishment (Teachers) (Amend- 
ment) Order, 1971. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Hone J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
the Rt. Hon. Prime Minister, I beg to give notice of 
the following: - 

A Resolution to approve the Civil Establishment 
(Teachers) (Amendment) Order, 1971. 

A Resolution to amend the Schedule to Resolu- 
tion 99/ 1969 relating to salaries of certain Teac-. 



A Bill to grant an additional sum of money out 
of the Consolidated Fund and appropriate the same 
forthe service of the Island for the year ended 31st 
March, 1971. 

1 also beg to state that Oral Reply to Parlia- 
mentary Question No. 167, asked by the hon. junior 
member for Bridgetown, and Oral Reply to Parlia- 
mentary Question No. 191, asked by the hon. junior 
member for St. Joseph, a r e  ready. 

Rt Hon. E .  W .  BARROW entered the Chamber and 

took h i s  seat .  

Hon. G .  G .  FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
give notice of the following:- 

A Resolution to approve the Motor Vehicles and 
Road Traffic (Amendment) Regulations 1971. 

I also beg to give notice that Oral Reply to Par-  
liamentary Question No. 154, asked by the hon. senior 
member for St. Thomas, is ready. 

Also Oral Replies to Parliamentary Questions 
Nos. 183, 184, and 189, asked by the hon. senior 
member for St. James, a r e  ready. 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 
On the motion o f  the Rt .  Hon. E .  W. BARROW, se- 

conded by Hon. C .  E .  TALMA, a Bi l l  to grant an addi- 

tional sum o f  money out o f  the Consolidated Fund and 

appropriate the same for the service  o f  the ls land for the 

year ended 31 st March, 1971 was  read a first  t ime. 

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

Hen. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Government Business be now taken. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

T h e  question was  put and resolved in the affirmative 

without division. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Order No. 3 be the first  Order of the Day. 

Hone C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question u a s  put and resolved in the affirmative 

c i fhou t  divis ion.  

Hen, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
leave for the Rt. Hon. Prime Minister to take charge 
of this Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Leader of the House is 
askingleave for the Rt. Hon. Prime Minister to take 
charge of this Bill, and unless there is any objection 
leave will be granted. 

There beingno objection, leave is granted. 

THE CONDOMINIUM ACT, 1971 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 3 is the instantor- 
der  of the Day and it is to move the second reading 

of a Bill to facilitate the division of properties into 
parts that a r e  to be owned individually and parts that 
a r e  to be owned in common and to provide for the 
use and management of such properties. 
10.25 a.m. 

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, a s  is 
stated in the Objects and Reasons of the Bill, the 
Bill provides for the division of properties into parts 
that a r e  to be owned individually and parts that a re  
to be owned in,.common and forthe use and manage- 
ment of such properties. There a r e  other objects 
and reasons set out which I hope hon. members have 
read by now, because they have had enmgh time to 
read them, but if I may give some background to the 
Condominium Bill which as  Your Honour would know 
means ownership together. Under the existing law 
in Barbados there is no provision whereby a build- 
ing can be sub-divided into apartments, legal enti- 
ties o r  units. In other words, we a r e  now operating 
under a 19th centu-q real property legislation which 
recognises freehold tenure of land and buildings, 
under which law a person is entitled to hold an un- 
limited estate which we describe as  a fee simple 
absolute in possession, and then there a re  other 
kinds of legal estates which a r e  recognised and which 
have been transported from the United Kingdom 19th 
and pre -19th century legislation into Barbados which 
admits of alimitation both in time and in estate being 
set uponholdings of real property, so that leasehold 
tenure, under which the fee simple absolute in 
possession does not pass to the grantee, is a legal 
estate or  legal holding which is recognised by the 
law of this land and under leasehold tenure, land is 
transferred from the freehold owner, the person 
who has the legal estate a s  a freehold, to a person 
who then holds a lesser  estate for a limited period 
of time for consideration which is normally stated 
in the lease so that from time to time Government 
and other people who have leased land for 10, 15 and 
maybe for  25 years, and in some instances for 99 
years - I think the University of the West Indies is 
land held by the University of the West Indies for a 
period of either 99 o r  199 years - in theunited 
Kingdom land was subinfeudated in this way. The 
greater part of London, some of the estates of West - 
minster a r e  now falling into reversion after leases 
of some 999 years, but one of the incidents of a 
leasehold tenure, which is a lesser  estate thana fee 
simple absolute in possession, is that the person 
who holds that estate holds it only for a limited pe- 
riod of time. 

It is not posaijle to own part of an estate unless 
it has beensubdividedfor a fee slmple absolute in 
possession whereby the person, who has purchased 
that estate, can pass on his title to another person, 
because the concept is that a person who owns land 
owns everything that is constructed on the land 
from the middle portion of the earth, if that is pos- 
sible it would take some 4,000 miles i f  the earth is 
8,000 miles in diameter - to the uppermost point 
of the heavens, and when we come to the extent to 
which a fee simple owner is entitled it ia merely of 
academic interest, because any minerals found un- 
derneath the land which a person owns, that person, 



subject to our mining legislation whereby the rights 
a r e  vested in the Crown, that person is entitledif 
not to the absolute rights, to the royalties for any 
minerals discovered under his soil. Similarfly no 
one can build over let us say these Public Bufldings 
by erecting structures on either side and bridging 
them across, because the estate up the highest point 
of the heavens resides in the person who owns the 
land below. You can see what a chaotic state of af-  
fairs  it would be if I can build public offices on this 
side and one o r  some of the f irms next door can 
come and build over by merely bridging across my 
building therefore limiting my estate in so far as  
going higher inco the sky is  concerned. 

The Condominium law does not seek to change 
this, what the Condominium law seeks to do is to 
give a person a freehold interest in any psrt  of a 
building so that th.zt interest may be hypothecated. 
The interest can be mortgaged o r  used as  collateral 
in case the owner wishes to raise any money for any 
purpose whatsoeqer, then he can hypothecate his 
freehold interest to soneone else. The Condominium 
law therefore does not seek to give anyone rights 
over and above in the physical sense the rights which 
a freehold owner now enjoys; there is  a slig' ilt com - 
plication, because if you purchase an apartment in a 
multi-storey building, one then has to ask the ques- 
tioa, in whom a r e  these rights vested, that is ,  to 
build, construct o r  to bring actions against anyone 
who interferes with the traditional righ:s of the owner 
of the soil in znjoying exercise over his domain up 
to the highest point of thc heavens. In other words, 
in law there is nothing to preveilt y ~ u  from building 
as  high a s  3,000 storeys subject to T o m  Pianning 
approval a s  to plot densityanrl ratio of motor cars  
to the amount of parking space and that kind 3f thing, 
bui these a r e  statutory restrictions and theoretically 
the owner of an apartmeat enjoys jointly with the 
other owners of apartments in the same building 
those same ancient righ:s, the right to extend with 
(he consent of his co -owners o r  other tenants in com - 
mon, the right to enjoy all those incidents of his e s -  
tate that he would enjoy if he owned the land itself. 
In othor words, the Condominium Bill makes it pos- 
sible for persons to own absol.utely a certain physical 
space in a building and enjoy jointly with other per-  
sons the other righlrs which a r e  attached to the free- 
hold owlership of land o r  of fee simple absolute in 
possession, and the reason why we have intro~rluced 
a Condominium law into Barbados is basically be- 
cause there is  no such provision in the law, but when 
we look at  the physical facts we will find out that we 
a r e  an island which is already densely populated, 
that there a r e  other persons who in these modern 
days arenot  inclined and a r e  n3t disposed to owning 
large curtilages of land which call for maintenance 
inthe way of gardens and repairs and 30 on, an'rl who 
a r e  quite prepared to live in apartment buildings in 
whichthey would pay a liquidated sum for perpetual 
maintenance to the curtilage of the building which 
wou!dbe written into the purchase price of the apart- 
ment and they would have no further liability in r e -  
spect of maintaining the curtilages of the properties 
which surround them. 

Conriominium legislation of course now exists 
in the Caribbean, in Jamaica and in Puerto Rico, it 
certainly started out in places like the United States 
and the Dominion of Canada, and a s  a matter of fact 
at  a very early stage some four o r  five years ago 
when we started ,investigation on this legislation 
I had very active and able assistance from the At - 
torney General's Department of the province of 
Ontario itself. 
10.35 a.m. 

As a matter of fact, Mr. Speaker, I was able to 
sendpeople up there at  my personal expense to have 
discussions with the Attorney General of that Pro - 
vince himself, so that we would not have to go 
through all the embryonic stages and the labour pains 
of having to think out condominium legislation for 
ourselves. We also had the benefit of the Jamaica 
legislation but, basically , condominium:; have come 
into vogue for  two main reasons: First ,  the over- 
cro- ding which is attendant upon the large numhers 
of people desiring to live in particular areas  of the 
world because of the congenial nature of the climate 
and other reasom,  the stability of the Government 
being a very important one. There is no point. in hav- 
ing condominium legislation with irresponsible Gov-- 
eruments, because you will be defeating the wh3le 
object of thc exercise. We have had several demands 
from all over the place and from local Barhdlans.  
As a matter of fact, the f irst  condominium that is 
likely to go up in Barbados is going to be a Barhdos  
condominium because their plans a r e  well advanced. 
There a r e  many other concerns which a r e  -miting 
for the enactment of this legislation, and it will 
broaden, not in the physical sense, but certainly in 
the financial sense, the tax base upon which our 
property tax is Sased. 

If you have a multi-storeyed building with msny 
expensive o r  relatively inexpensive apartment build- 
ings, it is going to yield more taxes than 2 bungalow 
o r  a traditional three o r  four-kdroom house put on 
the samc site, because every individual apa r tmex  
owner now becomes a tsxp3yer, and the value of the 
tax under the new system that we a r e  going to be 
introducing shortly a s  sooa a s  the valuation and ca- 
dasrral surveys a r e  completed will be based on the 
total value of the structure and not on the acreage 
o r  square foot measurement of the property on ;ytijch 
the apartment is  built. 

Whereas before you would find on a 3-acre lot 
one large house paying 2 tax in the vicinity of, let us 
say, $300 o r  $400 underthe system which we have 
inherited from ~hl? Local Government Authority 
property rates, one large building in which some 
cominercial mogul may be residing and paying $300 
o r  $400, when you put up a ten-storey coadominium 
on the same site, the tax base will be broadened al- 
most disproportionately and not necessarily in pro- 
portion to the number of storeys and apartments 
which a r e  on that site. 

Whereas before you may get $300 from a single 
house owner, if you had 10 apartments on each floor, 



whichwould give you 100 apartments in a 10-storey 
build.ing, then the amount of taxes you a r e  likely to 
collect is not necessarily going to be $30,000, that 
i s  300 by 100, but because of the nature of the pro- 
ject the assessable value is likely to be much higher 
perunit  than if there were a single house occupying 
che same a rea  of land. I have only used those a s  
comparative r i g ~ r e s ;  I do not vouch for  their a c -  
curacy in respect of saying that a 3/4 of an a c r e  lot 
will pay $300 in taxes. Some of them will pay a lot 
l e s s ,  but this is surely one direct advantage in which 
the Treasury will derive from the construction of 
condominiums. 

Another reason is that beach land in Barbados 
is becomingvery, very expensive. It is becoming a l -  
most impoissib:e for  a person, who wants to put up 
a good building, to purchase land by the seaside in 
Barbados because the ratio of land !o building cost 
then becomes uneconomic. In the trade it is urged 
that one should never expend m.9re than 15 per  cent 
of the total project costs on the acquisition of land. 
We know from experience that frequently it is 40 
per  cent, 45 per  cent o r  even 50 pe r  cent, dependant 
upon the nature of the building which you want to 
construct on that particular site. 

The average local Barbadian entrepreneur who 
wants to devrlop a site and who does not want to de- 
velop a hotel, i s  faced with a tremendous difficulty 
inacquiringland close to thc: sea in :his Island. It i s  
n3t suggested here  that the physical requirern~:ilts 
o r  the increasing population a t  this moment d e m a ~ d  
that we should have condominium legislation, say, 
for  low-income housing. We have been constructing 
multi-storey housing for  pe@e who come under the 
protestionof the Housing Authority Act, but I should 
like to make it c lear  that the main purpose of this 
Bill is not to provide low-income housing, because 
high-rise housing is very infrequently, in any way, 
attached to low-income housing. High-rise h o ~ ~ s i n g  
tends to be of the higher cost category than building 
in one o r  two storeys. 

There is a requirement for apartments for  peo- 
,de incertain brackets who do no; w a x  to be involved 
n the exercises of housekeeping and that kind ? f  
-hing; they will requlre services;  it is t rue,  from 
peaple, but they have no i n c l i n a ? b ~  to gardening, 
lsndscapingor anything like that, and all  of this will 
be done by the condominium ltsslf for  and on behalf 
of all  the units in the particular condominium. A 
condominium is not going to be created automatically 
as a result of the passing of this Bill. A condominium 
will bz c r a t e d  w!lm a declaration in t e rms  of Clause 
4 of the Bill is lodged with the I?- qistrar  who is r e -  
quiredto keepa register  of condominiums under the 
Bill. The contents of the declaration, Mr. Speaker, 
a r e  clearly set  out in the Clause, and it i s  intended 
to give the clearest  description of th'? building, the 
number of s toreys,  h ~ s z m e n t s ,  cel lars ,  units o r  
apartments, materials of which it is cci-istru:ted and 
identification of the area ;  the name of the body :or- 
porate owning the condominium, and any h e  -laws 
which may have been devised for its management. 

Now, when the declaration is made, the individual 
unit owners become constituted a s  a body corporate. 
The effect of this, Mr .  Speaker, is to provide for  a 
legal entity which will look af te r  the common prop- 
e r ty  which includes such things a s  basemen%, cel-  
l a r s ,  gardens, groundtl , parking places, swimming 
pools and such other functions which a r e  common to 
theunit and which a r e  not included in each o r  every 
unit. The units can vary in s ize;  they do not 
necessarily have to be homogeneous in s ize o r  in- 
te r ior  appearance. 
10.45 a.m. 

A person can own of course mcre  than one unit 
o r  you can have offices o r  restauranrs o r  ordinary 
domestic apartments in the same building. You can 
have mixed developme.lt. Then the other clauses 
of the Bill deal with things such a s  voting rights of 
the owners in the body corporate, how the accoults 
should be kept and how they should be audited, 
the recovery of contributions by unit ow!iers made 
for  maintenance of the common p r  jperty and the l i -  
ability of the unit owners for  comtnon expenrses. 
These a r e  all  set  oclt inc lauses  16 and 19. Then 
ther? is provision m the Bill of course quite unlike 
the old Federation for  the termination of the declara- 
ti02 declaring the units a s  3 co~dominium,  a s  well 
a s  the execution of the conveyance on such termina- 
tio.l,and then there a r e  also provisijns in clause 22 
for  arbitration in the event that a percentage of the 
unit owners d:, not agree wllh the iecision of the 
majority to sell  the condominium. 

I n c l a u s ~  24 the condominium which is the body 
corporate is required to insure the building, and the 
unit olvllers have to make a contribution to such in- 
surance. There is also provision in the Bill, Mr .  
Speaker, for  the repa i r  and reconstruction of the 
buildingshould it be damaged, an.1 how the applica- 
t i o x  of the proceeds of insurance shoxld be dis - 
bursed. This is in Clause 26. There a r e  also 
provisions for  the settlemfnt of claims and for the 
making of orders  under Clause 31 by thce Minister in 
res2ect of the fees to be payable for  registering 
declarations and matter; naf that kind. 

To sum it all  up, Mr.  Speaker, the total benefit 
of this Bill, apart  from the tax base co~lsiderations 
which a r e  secondary to the owners but of primary 
impartance to the Ministry of Finance, will k t o  
permit an individual to owrl a unit in a condominium 
in the same m3 m e r  a s  if he owned his own home, 
andthe unit a s  I said before i s  capable of being sold 
o r  mortgaged with the only burden being the require - 
ment of partnership in a body corporate and a coil- 
tribution towards the upkeep and msintenance of the 
body. The Bill was circulated and I do not think there 
is any controversial maTer  in it. We have spent a 
long time, 1 will go so  f a r  a s  to say too long, in 
bringing this Bill beforo the Legislature, but al l  the 
a reas  3f diverse opinion have becn c a n v a s s ~ d ,  it has 
been seen by th? legal profession, o r  bo* sides of 
it, and al l  parties likely to be affected by the passage 
of this Bill. 

I therefore beg to move that this Bill be now 
read a second time. 



Hen, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirma- 

t i w  without division. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, the Leader of 
theopposition intimated last week that there was no 
objection to the passing of this Bill. 

Mr. ELLIOTT MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I was 
under the impression that the Leader of the Opposi- 

, tion had spoken to the Leader of the House about 
sending this Bill to a Select Committee, and I there- 
fore move that it be sent to Select Committee. 

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
, second the motion that the Bill be sent to a Select 

-- - Committee, but I should like to add "and &t the 
Select Committee report to this House within one 
week". 

Speaking 3n m y  amendment now, I want to say 
that I see no difficulties in the Bill a t  all. It is no: 
political, b i t  we have a plethora of what Mr. George 

- - Lamming calls lawyer boys in Barbados and since 
1 someof them a r e  members of the House, it is their 

prerogative to try and show off their knowledge. 
My przdiction is that it is going to come back here 

I 

without a single amendment, not even a comma; but 
we have to go through these democratic procedures. 
I will second the mc~tlon with that amendment. 

6 

The question that the Bill be now sent to a Select Com- 
b - - mittee and that it be an instruction to the Committee to 

report within one week of this day's date, was put and re. 

solved in th? affirmative without division. 

APPOINTMENT OF SELECT COMMITTEE 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, we a r e  sug- 
gesting for the Select Committee the following: - 

/ The hon. senior member for St. John; the hon. 
junior member for Christ Church; the hoa. senior 
member for St. Michael; the Hon. Laader of the Op- 
position; the hon. junior member for Bridgetown; the 
hon. juaior member for St. Joseph and Mr. Speaker 
a s  Chairman. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Am I assured that each of those 
hon. members, who a r e  ia their places, Is willing to 
serve? 

Those hon. meinhere will be duly invited to a 
meeting of this Select Committee which is to take 
place before today week. 

ra'- Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Order No. 7 be the next Order of the Bay. 

Hon. C. E. TALM A: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 

without division. ..- 

THE PRISONS (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1971 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 7 stands in the name 
of the Hon. Leader of the House and i t  is to move 
the second reading of a Bill to amend the Prisons 
Act, 1961. 
10.55 a.m. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, from time to 
time in some Parliaments bits of legislation a r e  put 
onthe Statute Books which cannot be justified either 
by commonsense o r  by the needs of the society, and 
the Prisons Act 1961 is one such bit of legislation. 
At the time of its enactment, the reasons for so en- 
acting it were not clearly stated by the Government 
of the day - and I pause here to remind the House 
that it was not this Government - but it was ce r -  
tainly stated by the Minister who moved the second 
readingof the Bill that the purpose of creating more 
prisons in the Island wr+a not so much to imprison 
the population, but in the everit of large epidemics 
and widespread sickness, if the hospital services 
had broken down it would be necessary to have con- 
venient places to home the numbers. 

It is interesting to note Mr. Speaker, that none 
of the debates of that period a re  available, and Your 
Honour k t l o ~ q  that the debates Committee recently 
directed that an enquiry should be held to find out 
why the debates for that part of 1961 a r e  not avail- 
able either for hon. memb:rs o r  for the general 
public, and in fact why they have not been printed. 
It is interesting therefore to note that this item of 
legislation 3nd $e justification for its enactment is 
only conjectural and in memory and cannot be seen 
in black and white. The Bill a s  then enacted gave 
power to the Government to declare any house, 
build-ng, enclosure o r  place o r  any part thereof to 
be a prison. We took objectio~l to the Bill both in its 
intent and purposes then, we divided the House on 
that occasion on the secoxd reading, we divided the 
Homz ~ l s o  on all its clauses and made it clear then, 
a s  we have done since, thnl- we wmld repeal it. 

The pclrpose of this Bill is to repeal this Act 
and to fulfil the pledges which we gave a s  recently 
a s  two years ago in :he speech from the Throne, that 
it was this Government's intention, to be more con- 
cerned with the provision of scl~ools , housing, clinics 
and general facilities tha? the provision of more 
prison space for the populatioil and consequently we 
would in due course offer the repzal of the Bill. It is 
a short Bill and in this Bill willch the House is now 
being asked to pass, the term "prison" has a c i r -  
cumscribed aeaning; it means Glendairy Prison and 
any part of a Police Station used for the imprison- 
ment o r  detentim of persons in custody, so  wl-lenthis 
amendment passes the Legislature only Gleailairy 
Prison and Police Stations and their environs and 
premises wfll again meet the definition "prison" as 
we knew it before. I may tell you this, that since this 
Bill was on the Statute Book we have ascertained by 
persons who have never held the off ice of Minister 
of Home Affairs in this Government that they would 
resolutely refuse to assume these powers, and the 
Government o r  Governor-General has never been ad- 



vised to give effect to the provisions of this Bill a s  
it stands now on the Statute Book, and true to our 
conviction that schools, hospitals, clinics and day 
nurseries a r e  more appropriate to this developing 
society of ours thsn more prisons, we offer this 
amendment, and I beg to move that this Bill be now 
read a second time. 

Hon. C. E. TALM.4: I beg to second that. 

T h e  question was put and resolved in the affirmative 

without division. 

APPOINTMENT OF TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 

Hm. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, subject to his 
willingness to serve, I beg to move that the Son. 
senior m e m k r  for  St. Joseph be appointed tempor- 
ary  Chairma.? of Committees during the absence of 
the Chairman. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The  question was put and resolved in the affirmative 

uithout division. 

On the motion of Hon. J .  C. TUDOR, seconded by 

Hon. C. E. TALMA, Mr. SPEAKER l e f t  the Chair and the 

House went into Committee, Mr. SMITH in the Chair. 

Clauses 1 to 3 inclusive were passed. 

On the motion of Hon. J .  C .  TUDOR, seconded by 

Hen. C. E. TALIMA, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing 

o fone  Bill  in Committee and Mr. SPEAKER resumed the 

Chair and reported accordingly. 

11.05 a.m. 

On the separate motions of Hon. J . C.  TUDOR, se- 

mnded byHon. C.  E. , TALMA,  the Bill  was reada third 

time and passed and i ts  I t i t le read and agreed to. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Item No. 1 be the next Order of the Day. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The  question Lcas put and resolved in the affirmative 

without division. 

Hen. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
that leave be granted to the Hon. Minister of Health 
to take charge of this Resolution. 

MI. SPEAKER: The Hon. Leader of the House is 
asking leave for the Hon. Minister of Health to move 
the pass:ingof a Resolution to approve the compulsory 
acquisition of land at  River Bay, St. Lucy, for the 
provision of a Beach Facility, which stands in his 
name. If there is no objection, leave will be granted. 
There being no objection leave is granted. 

COMPULSORY ACQUISITION OF LAND 
AT RIVER BAY 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, this Resolution 
is to empower the Crown to acquire compulsorily all 

that parcel of land described in the Schedule hereto 
for the following purpose, namely, for the provision 
of a Beach Facility. This is to comply with the gen- 
e ra l  policy of the Government in the establishment 
of Beach Facilities on an Island-wide basis. The 
Schedule states: 

A 

"ALL THAT certainpiece or parcel of land 
(being part of a larger area the property of Joan 
Hynam) situate at  River Bay in the parish of Saint 
Lucy in this Island containing by admeasureina~t 3 
Acres 2 Roods 39 Perches o r  thereabouts Abutting y 
and Boundingon River Bay, on the Atlantic Ocean on 
lands of Joan Hynam being the remainder of the 
larger area  abovalnentioned and on the public road 
o r  however else the same may abut and b~und." 

The Addendum sets  out: w 

"In accordance with the provisions of Section 5 
of the land Acquisition Act, 1949, the approval of 
Parliament is sought for the compulsory acquisition 
of the parcel of land described in the Schedule in o r -  
der that the purpose set  out in iht? Resolution may 
be effectedand that the Crown may acquire an inde- . * 

feasible title to the parcel of land." 

This, Mr. Speaker, a s  Your Honou r woul d know, 
is in keepingwith an old promise, probably, mrde by 
yourself 30 years ago,and, probably, you will feel 
ve .q  happy to know that this promise i s  k i n g  kept. 
Perhapt3 hon. members in that constituency a s  well 
a s  pzop'e in the Northern area  will Ix happy, because 4 
River Bay has been a beauty si te from time im- 
memoria1,and is really one of the landmarks of this 
country. I do not think there will be much opposition 
to this matter. The price has bzen properly gone 
into; it is a matter that has been pending for a num- 
k r  --~f months and, now that negotiations have been 
completedprice-wise - the Governmznt always gives 
a fair  ind reasonable price and sees that advantage 
is taken of no one, so  far  a s  price is concerned. 

J?k 

It is the policy of the Govenlment to establish 
these Beach Facilities on an Island-wide basis. It 
has done so  in St. John; it has done so  in Christ 
Church; it has done so  in St. Michael, an.1 :t will con - 
tinue to see that these Beach Facilities a r e  estab- 
lishedon an Is!and-wide basis. Probably next Sullday 
I may have tho opportunity of witnessing and probably 
participating in the opening of a Beach Facility a t  A 
Silver Sands in the parish of Christ Chu-c;h, which 
has been completed and will be handed over. The 
Minister of Comlnilnications and Works will be per-  
forming that function and handing it over to the Min - 
istry of Home Affairs. I do not think that 
this Resolution calls for much debate. 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, if the hon. member 
-Ql 

will give way, I wonder whether he will be able to 
state how many Beach Facilities have been provided 
in the entire Island over the past five years by this 
Government and where they have been established. I 
am sorry  to have interrupted him. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I think I have 
already covered that pofnt very accurately. I said 



that the policy of this Government is  to establish 
Beach Facilities on an Island-wide basis, and it is 
doing so. I will repeat it. The Government has done 
it in St. John on a very big basis. It is one of the 
best that can be observed in any part of the Carib- 
bean; it has done it in Christ Church, which will be 
opened on Sunday; it has done it in St. Michael at  
Graves End where people from all over the world go. 
It is very convenient, an11 people can have a hot bath 
and so  on. The Government has done it in St. James, 
and it is now doing it in St. Lucy. During the 9 1/2 
years this Government has been in office, it has 
done about five , but the hon . menber ' s  Government 
has never done any. How many have  yo^ done? That 
should have k e ? ~  the question. 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, if the hon. member 
will give way. I could not ask that question. He was 
the Minister in the then Government, and I think he 
was the Minister of Social Services. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No point of order! Of course, it 
was not even alleged so to be. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I was a Min- 
ister in that Government for three years,  but I did 
not occupy that portfolio and coilld not get very much 
off the ground. I think that I have said enough. The 
public at  large is  anxious to receive these facilities; 
the tourist trade is  anxious to receive them and so  
on. Of course, the hon. junior member for St. Peter 
will say that St. Peter  must also have it. If the time 
runs long enough, probably St. Peter  will bz con- 
s idered. 

I k g  to move that this Reso1utio:l do now pass. 

Mr. HINDS: Give us the price of the land, before 
I get up. 
11.15 a.m. 

Hm. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, the hoo. junior 
member for St. Peter  would like to hear somsthing 
about the price. As hon. members do Iaow, the ques - 
tiou sf price is negotiated by ihe Crown Solicitor. 
The price which was originally asked for this parcel 
of land which is two acres ,  three roods and thirty- 
six perches was $25,000, but the Standing Valuation 
Committee which investigates matters of this nature 
valuedthe land a t  $1,030 an acre. There was a great 
disparity and after going into :he matter properly 
and seeking advice, they moved to $9,000 an acre. 
The matter is  still being negotiated. The owner is 
asking $25,000 for this parcel of land which is  almost 
thzee acres,  but the Crown Solicitor, although he has 
to be guided to some extent by the Valuation Com- 
mittee, is a trained Solicitor with a lot of experience, 
and he is che one who finally decides what the price 
should be. The matter is only now brought here be- 
causethe Crown Solicitor sees that it is possible to 
come to some set  figure, but I am not in a position 
to give a final figure. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker ,...... 
Mr. SPEAKEK: Is the hon. member seconding the 

motion? 

Hen. G. G. FERGUSSON; I k g  to second that. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, there is an a rea  of 
considerable amusement arising from the informa- 
tion, which the Hm. Minister, who has just sat  down 
has given. Now we a r e  not objecting in any respect 
to the purchasing of this land, but what we a r e  ob- 
jecting to is that the 3 acres ,  2 roods, 39 perches 
form part of a larger a rea  of land, River Bay, I be- 
lieve, is  very well known to each and every hon. 
member here, and a s  we see  it, this is  a golden op- 
portunity for Government, if it is a Government that 
is  to be reliedupon, to do something for the workers, 
and that something is  the same thing which was 
promised ever since 1961 in the manifesto of the 
Democratic Labour Party. In that manifesto the 
workers were promised resort  houses, and one of 
the parishes stipulated for the building of such fa- 
cilities happens to be the parish of St. Lucy. 

We appreciate the facc that there is a scarcity 
of beach land in this Island, b ~ ~ t  we find ourselves 
a t  this time with a golden opportunity, i f  Government 
really means to do someth'nz for the workers, to ac-  
quire enough land at  least to make a s tar t  in this 
direction to provide these resort  houses. The land 
is 3 acres ,  2 roods, 39 perches, an3 the price the 
vendors a r e  asking is  $25,000. The Standing Valua- 
1 ioa Comm'ttee gave a f irst  valuation o' $1,000 per 
acre ,  but after getting better advjce, the same Com- 
mjttee has recommended acquiring the land at  
$9,000 per acre.  NOIN if the vendors a r e  ask- 
ing $25,0130 lor 3 acres ,  2 roods, 39 perches ,...... 

H0n.G. G. FERGUSSON: On a point of order, it 
is 2 acres ,  aad not 3 acres.  

Mr. HiNiX: If it is 2 acres  the Schedule to the 
Resolution is  misleading because the one which I 
have before me says 3 acres ,  2 roods, 39 perches, 
and I happen to be reading from the Clerk's copy 
which I take it must 'be a s  laid. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: On a point of order,  the 
Schedule reads "ALL THAT certain piece o r  parcel 
of land (being part  of a larger area  the property 
of Joan H p a m )  situate at  River Bay in the parish of 
Saint Lucy in this Island containing by admeasure - 
ment 2 acres ,  3 roods 36 perches o r  thereabouts." 

Mr. HIND::: Mr. Speaker, I am reading from the 
Clerk's copy and it says "ALL THAT certain piece 
o r  parcel of land (beingpart of a larger a rea  the 
property of Joan Hynam) situate a t  River Bay in the 
parish of Saint Lucy in this Island containing by ad-  
measurement 3 acres ,  2 roods 39 perches o r  there- 
a h u t s  .'' 
11.25 a.m. 

In the f irst  place the Minister's copy does not 
even seem to contain the correct name of the owner 
of the land. That being so, I am entitled to say that 
the Minister's copy must be the copy that is in e r r o r  
on an occasion such a s  this, because the Clerk's copy 
has three ac res  while that of the Minister has two 
acres ;  the Clerk's copy has 39 perches while the 



Minister's copy has  36 perches, so  the point I a m  
making is that it is now certain that the Valuation 
Committee is offering the vendors much more money 
than they had been asking for  the land, that is cor-  
rec t .  Since it is par t  of a l a rge r  a r ea ,  what is wrong 
with Governme~t  setting about to acquire enough of 
this landas to bring the promise of workers' resor t  
hou;?s into being? There can be no doubt, Mr. 
Speaker, that it is widely accepted that playground 
facilities a s  envisaged in this Manifesto of the 
Democratic Labour Party and promised the workers 
since 1961 a r e  very much in need today, and we a r e  
satisfied that this Resolution could well be deferred 
and Government given an opportunity to examine the 
possibilities of d o h g  much more than providing a 
mere  beach facility a t  a place like River Bay in the 
parish of St. Lucy. 

We w ~ u l d  like to encourage the Governmeqt to 
actnow, while seeking to overcome the a rea  of con- 
fusion that has ar isen.  It could very well be the 
stepping stone towards doing something for the 
workers of this country, and Government could very 
well stop their changing by bringing this into being. 
If the a rea  of land that it is now proposed to acquire .... 

Hon. C. E .  TALMA: If the hon. mc?.nixr will 
give way, the entire a r ea  is over three acres .  As the 
Addendum sets  out, we a r e  buying a part  and not the 
w!iole a rea ,  we a r e  buying two ac re s ,  three roods, 
36 perches which is par t  of a larger  a r ea  and there 
is an e r r o r  then in the Resolution a s  circulated. 

Mr. HINDS: Is it no; a fact,  Mr. Speaker, that the 
ent ire  a rea  is much more than three ac re s ,  two roods 
39 perches? It is a much la rger  a r ea  than this. 

Han. C. E. TALMA: On a point of order ,  Ihave 
the plans and the ent ire  a r ea  is three ac re s ,  2 roods 
and 39 perches. 

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW. Mr. Speaker : think 
there i s  an explanation. The owner of the land is ask-  
ingp?rmissionto retain the curtilage of two dwelling 
houses on the land, and I shwld  also like to say that 
there is a large a r e a  of land a t  River Bay on which 
houses have not been built and we have 40 ac re s  
which does not have access to the sea  which we in - 
herited from the St. Lucy Vestry. We had this in the 
Developmen; Pian, I was a member of the pol i t ix l  
Party that pur- forward the plan and I think I can say 
that the idea was a good one a t  the time, but the Sha- 
dow Minister had these elaborate ideas and he was 
the Minister responsible for that par t  of the Mani- 
festo, so  I do not h o w  that the hon. memlkr  for  St. 
Pe ter  can tell me now that we must acquire more 
land because it is in the Manifesto. 

When we went into the economics of this planwe 
discovered thst there was a deficiency in permanent 
houses in Barbados, and the cost of sea  coast land 
was so exorbitant in abmt  eight months af ter  we had 
the Government, and then we examined the kind of 
life style of the Barbadian on vacation and decided 
that it would be much more feasible to make these 
areas throughout the Island accessibie where people 

couldgo individually o r  on excursions rather  than to 
put up houses for the 110,000 workers who get va- 
cation some time during the year  so  that in any one 
month you would have approximately 9,000 people on 
vacation. We cannot provide 9,030 seaside houses 
because we do not have that amount of land, s o 1  
a s  I have said before we have abandonnd thst in fa- 
vour of providing places where people can go, they 
can get a bath and get a restaurant facility and s:, 
on. The most important difficulty of course has been 
allocation; how a r e  you going to allocate these houses 
when you need 9,0110" So we have changed the policy 
because of the high cost of land and because there is 
need for permanent h1)using for  people and we have 
decided to provide facilities to which they can go and 
go back home and do their repairs  around the house 
and that s:xt of thing. 

In so f a r  a s  the 40 ac re s  is concerned, Ithink 
that is a suitable a r ea  for  the construction of per -  
manenthous.rts for the p?ople of St. Lucy, bat that is 
not the a rea  which people go to when they a r e  vaca- 
tioning. 1 thank the hon. member f o r  giving way. 
11.35 a.m. 

Mr. HlNX: Mr. Speaker, with reference :o rhe 
land s t  River Bay, one has to bear  in mind that River 
Bay does not provide sea-bathing facilities. It is a 
shark-infested area .  (Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Youcan 
put a net there.) A net c o d d  not even save 
the "Cornwallis". Mr. S p ~ a k e r ,  the Valuation Com - 
mittee f i rs t  suggested a price of $1,000 p e r  acre ,  
and that is :,he same Committee that has  since of- 
fe r red  s price of $9,000 p e r  acre .  Let us be realistic. 

Won. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, this is the 
position. A price was asked for  approximately three 
ac re s  of land. The a rea  of land has to be confirmed 
by their Solicitor and the Government's Solicitors in 
3rder  to a r r ive  a t  the s ize of the area .  The price is 
$25,0011, and this sum is m i ~ r e  o r  l e s s  agreed on by 
the Govsnment  throxgh the Crown Solicitor and the 
Solicitor of the other party. 

Mr. H INdL;: Mr. Spzaker , what we a r e  concerned 
with is that we a r e  g ~ i n g  to pay $9,000 pe r  a c r e  fo. 
land a t  River 13ay, a place that does not provide 
bathmg facilities a s  such. (Asides) We appecia te  
that it is a place where people go on exct~rsiona,  b ~ t  
it is not an area  where any honest Committee that 
found itself in the f i r s t  lnstance offering $1,00Oper 
a c r e  wouldsubsequently offer $9,000 pe r  a c r e  f o r t h  
same land, The Minrscer bas ~ u s t  said that dre prlcc 
is agreed on. 

Hon. C. E .  T4LM{,: Mr. Speaker, the price tho 
owner wants is $9,003 per  acre.  Now, 3 acresby 
$9,000 would be $27,0i)J, n e  a rea  is a l m l e  less  
than 3 acres ,  and we have deci-led to pay $25,000 f o ~  
it. I repeat that the a rea  has ro be confirmed, s u r -  
veyed and agreed to. Now, 25,013) is probably the 
amountwhich will be paid f o r  the land after  the a rea  
has been confirmed by the Surveyors. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, the Standing Valuation 
Committee offered $9,000 p e r  acre .  



Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, that 
information was volunteered by the Minister. The 
Standing Valuation Committee does not have any 
Ministers on it, but only a few civil servants. The 
Ministry of Home Aifaira does the offering, but the 
Standhg Valuztion Committee valued it a t  $1,000 
per acre .  Even that I thought high, but Mr. Speaker 
may have different ideas from me. The people then 
said that they wanted $25,000 for the parcel  of land. 
They multiplied their original valuation, which was 
made some years  ago a t  $9,000 per ac re ,  b e ~ a u s e  
they probably discovered that the valuation had been 
on the basis of r a b  land, and ihe re  was n:, Town 
Planning objection to i t  being considered a s  building 
land. It works out roughly a t  about 224 per  square 
foot. I may not necessarily agree with either of these 
valuations for  that land. 

It i s  t rue that there a r e  no bathing facilities a t  
River Bay, although I used to bathe there a s  a boy. 
I used to bathe in the r iver  a t  high tide. People go 
there a s  a r e so r t  a r ea  on Bank Holidays. What we 
a r e  trying to do is to provide parking space for 
buses, toilet, shower facilities, and so 3n, Some- 
t imes there a r e  50 buses down there a t  a time, and 
most of this a r ea  i s  acquired for  parking and for  p ~ t  - 
ting up a small  facility such a s  we have a t  Bath. As 
f a r  a s  I a m  :n;lcerned, if no buses were invol.ved, I 
-would just buy about 4,000 o r  5,000 square feet of 
land for  the purpose of putting up a k t h .  Of course, 
the owner could then stop the buses from coming 
down. I dc~ n3t agree,  although I a m  not the Mlnister 
of Home Affairs,  that the land is worth $8,000 o r  
$9,000 an  acre.  However, we a r e  living in s demo- 
cratic society, and we a r e  supposed to pay adequate 
compensation. This matter  is scill under considera- 
tion. They have a former  T x ~ n  Planrler in the name 
of Mr. Leonard St. Hill acting zj: their agent. The 
bigger the price,  I suppose, the bigger his  fee is go - 
ing to be, but it will be left to :he Mlnistry of Home 
Affairs to recommend what shonld be paid fo r  the 
land. 

Mr. Speaker, there is an amendment to the Reso - 
lution which is necessary in the Addelidurn. We have 
kept this so  long trying to negotiate a reasonable 
price that I have no objection to its being deferred, 
a s  the hon. member requested. If he has any ideas 
that we should acquire a smaller  a r ea ,  and if he can 
convince the Hon. Minister of Home Aifairs that he 
does no: need 3 ac res  of land for buses, which I think 
is required, o r  if he thinks that land should be ac -  
quired elsewhere, then we could probably look a t  the 
land owned by other  land tycoons and s e e  what can 
be done. Ido not mind if the h m .  member asks for  a 
Select Committee of the House to go into the matter,  
because it is a commullity matter.  

Mr. HIWS: Mr. Speaker, the more  infonnation 
that is given to us,  the greater  the necessity a r i s e s  
for  the postponement of the matter.  

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, on a poin~ of 
order .  The Government is quite willing to postpone 
the matter.  

I beg to move that further comideration be now 
postponed. 

Mr. SPEAKEK: The hon. member moved the 
motion, an5 I would suggest that another hon. mem- 
ber  move the moirion for  further postponement. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, that motion should 
come from Ine. 

I beg to move that f u n h e r  consideration of this 
Resolution be now postponed. 

Rt, Hon. E. W. BARIWW: I beg to second that 
motion, and reserve  the righc to speak whenthe mat- 
t e r  is dealt with in the House 02 anoiher occasion. 

Mr. SPEAKEK: That will be reserved.  

The  question was put and resolved in the af- 

firmatiup without division. 

Rt. Hm. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I under- 
stand that the on'y reason - ~ h y  this is done is due to 
the defect in the title. There  is no dispute between 
the Government, the Minjstry of Home Affairs and 
the owner of the property. Anyway, th ' s  will give 
hsn. memhers another opportunity to go down there 
and look s t  the land and, s o  long a s  they do not come 
back wich an inflated price inspired by Mr.  St. Hd1, 
suggest how best we can use the a rea .  Do nottell  
me that you cannot bathe dowi there. I have not only 
bathed in River B;:y, but I have caught milllets a s  
well. 

Mr. SPEAKER: l a m  afraid that there is nothing 
before the House a t  the moment. 
11.45 a.m. 

idon. J. C. TUDOR: Mz. Speaker, I beg i.0 move 
that Order No. 8 bi: :he next Order of the Day. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 

u i t  hout divis ion.  

THE SEVERANCE PAYMENTS ACT, 1971 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order  No. 8 is the instant Or-  
de r  of the Day, and it stands in the name of the hon. 
junior member for  St. Thomas, and i t  is to move the 
second zeading of a Bill to provide for  the making 
by employers of severance payments to employees 
who cease to be employed in circumstances amount- 
to redundancy and fo r  matters  incidental thereto 
and connected %herewith. 

The hon. member ina.;r proceed to move the 
second reading of this Bill if he thinks fit. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, this  BFl1,as 
the Objects and Reasons se t  out, makes provision, 



on the basis of the Report of the National Severance 
Pay Committee appointed by the Government in No- 
vember, 1967, for  the making of severance pay - 
ments to workers who in certain circumstances 
a r e  - 

(a) dismissed by their employers because of r e -  
dundancy; o r  

(b) a r e  laidoff o r  kept on short time to the extent 
specified in clause 6(1) and comply with the 
requirements of that clause; o r  

(c) a r e  dismissed by their employers because of 
a natural disaster.  

Provision is also made that where, in an action 
by an employee against his employer for damages for 
breach of contract on the ground of wrongful dismis- 
sa l ,  the court finds that the employee was wrongfully 
dismissed and is satisfied that, had he been dis-  
missed by reas3n of redundancy o r  natural disaster,  
he would be entitledto severance payment, the court 
shall a s se s s  the damages a s  if they constituteda 
severance payrne l r  to which the employee is entitled. 

M r .  Speaker, we a r e  all  aware of whac took plaze, 
I think, some time last  year  and the year  before wheli 
two of the leading s tores  in Broad Street weat up in 
flames and another one in White Park ,  and a s  3 result 
quite a number of persons, through no fault of their 
own, became unempl.oyed and were left to fend for 
themselves. Some of these people had given a s  much 
a s  thirty years'  service ro these f i rms ,  and the 
owners were somewhat reluctant and some openly 
adamant in giving these people any consideration. 
Some of them thought it was a g s d  way of getting 
r id  o f  some of these employees. As a corollary to 
what has taken place, the Government has been agi- 
tatingslnce 1967 to have this bit of legislacion placed 
on the Statute Book. 

I do not know if hon. members on the opposite 
s ide have read this Bill because it is fairly volumin- 
ous, but there a r e  some explanatory notes which 
were  laid before the Chamber in mjr absence and of 
which1 think hon. members a r e  in possession, which 
se t  out in greater  detail any problem that might a r i s e  
which hon. members cannot fully grasp. I must ad-  
mit ,  M r .  Speaker, that in all my years  of bringing 
legislation to this Chamber, this piece of Legislation, 
though far-reaching, i s  the most complicated bit of 
legislarion I have ever  encountered, and I do not ex- 
pect any one person to grasp  it a l l  immediately. 
Most of it is based on the English legislation, but 
there is a slight snag in that in the British legisla- 
tion tho National Insurance Office i s  responsible for 
the people In Britain paying a small  pittance into Na- 
tional Insurance, whereas in our  legislation it is not 
so. 

If you lookat the explanatory notes, you will see  
that it is proposed a t  a later  stage to ask the em-  
ployers to .contribute a small pittance which would 
not be a hardship on anybody, but which over the 
yea r s  would amount to something worthwhile so that 

when a f i rm goes out because of insolvency, we 

would not have to call on the manager o r  owner of 
the f i rm,  but on the Board to contribute to the peo- 
ple who have become redundant. In paragraph 32 on 
page 5 of the explanatory notes, it says that a sev-  
erance payment may be recovered a s  a debt due to 
the employee in civil proceedings before a court of 
competent jurisdicthn. Paragraph 33 says that de- 
cisions of the tribunal may be filed by o r  on behalf 
of the employee in the Magistrates Court of District 
Aand when so filed shall be registered in that court 
andshall have the same force and effect a s  a judge- 
ment of that comt  in favour of the employee; and 
paragraph 34 says that a su  n payable pursuant to a 
decision of the High Court shall be recoverable by 
execution issued from that court. 

I am su re  that hon. members must have read 
this, but the Bill i s  so big that it would take the whole 
day going through al l  the points. It is very tedious 
and a s  I admitted ear l ie r ,  it is the f i r s t  and only bit 
of legislation which I had to present to the Chamber 
that I could not say I was au fait  with every chapter 
and verse. There a r e  legal technical points that if 
they shmld  a r i s e  and hon, members want to know 
somethingabout, Iwould 'lave to get the legal drafts- 
men to come down and explain. 

With these few remarks ,  I beg to mo;re that this 
Bill be now read a second time. 

Hen, J. C. TUDOR: I beg to second that. 

Mr.  St. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, before you put the 
quesrion, I want to make it c lear  that th? principle of 
having on the Statute Book in Barbados legislation 
dealing with severance pay is a principle whi-h my 
political pariy saw a s  long ago a s  the period of  ti-me 
when we were drawing our manifesto, because a look 
at  our last  manifesto in 1966 would show that one of 
the measures,  which were put in a s  a particular 
piece of legislation, which we thought desirable for  
Barbados, was a Bill dealing with severance pay. I 
also have had in the course of my parliamentary du- 
ties very lately a number of cases drawn to my a t -  
tention dealing with the question of agricclltural land 
being sold out and sub-divided, in which peo9le who 
have not r e x h e d  the Provident Fund age and a r e  un- 
able to draw from the Provident Fund and by reason 
of the new us3s of agricultural land they a r e  unable 
to get alternative jobs within close proximity of where 
they live, have their position seriously deteriorated 
because if they a r e  in the age group of 55 years ,  they 
have to wait for some period of time to get the pro- 
viden; fund unless they can produce a medical cer t i -  
ficate showing that they cannot work. 
11.55 a.m. 

I feel that s e v e r a n x  pay should cover a situa- 
tion such a s  that; however, looking a t  the details of 
the Bill Iwant to make a suggestion to the other side. 
Ifeel thatthe Committee stage of this Bill should be 
postpmed a little while longer k c a u a e  it is a very 
complicated Bill and I a m  not too su re  that it is go- 
ing to achieve the practical results in many respects 
a s  to what the inten:ion is, because I do not s e e  any 



integration of this Bill with the intention to permit 
preferential debts, and priority should be given to 
severance payments which a r i s e  under this Bill a s  
preferential debts alongwithother debts. It is a very 
important point and it does have verypract ical  con- 

' 
sequences; I heard that there is the question of regu - 
lations, but there is also the question of retroactive 
operationof the Bill. I have been studying that to s ee  
whether it is a constitutional point o r  not, but I will 
say that we on this side ina  week have not beenable 
to digest it, but a s  f a r  a s  the principle of severance _ _ pay is concerned I feel that it is a piece of Legislation 
whichwe envisage is necessary, and I only hope that 
it would have an additional part  dealing not only with 
severancepay but also with giving a longer periodof 
time of notice other than the common law provision 
in cases where the employer wsnts to dismiss you 
other than 3f course in instant dismissals .  -- 

Ialso feel that the time has come when we should 
have a comprehensive Contract of Employment Act 
whereby the law stipulates that as soon a s  a person 
is employedhe should be given 9 written note setting 

outthemain t e rms  of his employmcn~ so  that he will 
, ke able to know what his  position is and w!iat a r e  the .. - 

t e rms  and ~conrlitions under which he i s  employed. 
There is an intermediate piece of legislation in other 
countries dealing with that and we should have it here. 
Inadditionto the period of notice in cases  where you 
come ?=tween instant dismissal for  juss cause and a 
situation which a r i s e s  out of redundancy there is this 
intermediate position, and w,? enviaage and hope that 

,, that will come in a s  an additional pert of this Bill. 

H0n.N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, a s  I sn idea r -  
l ie r ,  this is very complicated and I would not expect 
to r a m  it down anybody's throat, but my view onthe 
whole is that hasty legislation is hi ~nyhow,  so  af te r  
we have finished the seco2d reading WE: will postpone 
this,  and I would like the hon. memlwr if he has any 
more points he thinks should go into the Bill to pre-  
sent them to me a s  soon a s  possible, This is a mat- 

-" t e r  for  the country, this is not playing politics but I 
a m  surprised and glad to hear  the Leader of the Op- 
p s i t i m ,  whom I know, is a Conservative seeing eye 
to eye with a Socialist. I was wonderbg if the hon. 
member wodd  give me an indication as to how soon 
he thinks we shou'd 2ome back with this o r  send it to 
a Select Committee. 

/. Mr. St. JOHN: The position is that the Commit- 
tee to work on the Condominium Bill will be se t  up 
this week, so  ehatwith this,  we could have two weeks. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: MI. Speaker, I accept what 
the hon. member has said, so  we can y2s.s :he second 
reading and then do the postpmemrn:. 

i- ' 
The  question that  the Bill be read a secondtime was 

put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

Xon. N. W. BOXILL : Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this Bill be now sent to a Select Committee and 
that instructions be given to report  back to the House 

_+. within three weeks from today. 

Hon, C. E. TALM.4: I beg to second that. 

T h e  question was put and  solved in the affirmative 

without division. 

12.05 p.m. 

Mr.  SPEAKER: Will the hon. junior member for  
St. Thomas be s o  kind a s  to mention the m e m k r a  
of the Select Committee wh3m he would suggest. 

Hen. J, C. TUD03. Mr. Speaker, we would sug- 
gest - 

The Minister of Labour, 
The Minisxer of Agriculture ..... . 
Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, has the m o t h 1  been 

seconded? 

Hen, J. C. TUDOR: Yes, As 1 was saying, Mr. 
Speaker, we wiillld suggest - 

The Mhis t e r  of Labour, 
The Minister of Agricu'ture, 
The Minister of Health, anti 
The Senior m ~ ~ n i x r  l o r  St. George. 

In ad'dition, the other  side is suggesting .- 

The hon. andlearned junior member for  St. Joseph, 
Thz boa. senior memjkr  for  St. James, and 
The hon. andlearned junior mt>~nber  for  Bridge- 

town. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are al l  h o ~ ,  members wliling to 
serve? 

Hon MEMBERS indicated asszn t .  

The question that the hon. members suggested be ap- 

pointed to serve on the Select  Committee was put and re- 

so l ved  in the affirmative without division. 

COMPULS9XY ACQUISITION OF LAND 
AT BAYWOODS 

Mr. SPEAKEK: Order  No. 4 is the next Order  
of the Day. It stands in the name -2f the Hon.Leader 
of the House, and it i s  to move thlz passing of a 
Resolution to sp2rove the compulsory acquisition of 
land a t  Baywoods, Orange Hill, St. James,  for  the 

vvemcn t .  purpose of Highway imp- 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, th!s Resolu- 
tion concerns the acquisition of 303 square feet of 
land at Baywoods, and it is owned by Mr. Beresford 
St. Clair Coulthrust. It is being acquired fo r  the 
p u r p x e  of road improvement. The approval of Par - 
liament is sought for  the compulsory acquisition of 
the parcel  of land in o rde r  that the Crown may se- 
cure  an indefeasible tit le to that lan i .  

I beg to move that this Resolution do now 
pass. 
(As ides)  



Mr. Speaker, the background to this i s  that ap- 
parently - I do not know this bit of land myself - 
the land was used by a former Department of Highways 
and Transport some years  ago during the road im- 
provement project a t  Baywoods. It is a m  desirable 
to acquire it. The owner cannot produce a n  inde- 
feasible title, and the acquisition is for  this purpose. 
It is 303 square feet a t  154: a square foot. 

Mr. HlNDS: Is the land already in use? 

Hen, J. C. TUDOR: Yes. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I happenod to 
have been the Mmister of Communications and Works 
a t  the time; I visited the s i te  in 1965. There is a 
very dangerous corller up there, and it was essential 
to straighten it out in x d e r  to avoid accidents. It is 
a very small a r ea  of land for a very desirable im-  
provement, and I will comlnend it. 

Mr. ERNEST MOTTLEY: Is it around a corner? 
It is usual for us to be sho\vx a plan whenthese 
things a r e  brought here.  

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I am sorry ,  
t he re i s  a plan in the file.(At this stage the plan was 
circulated.) Has the price been agreed on? 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Yes. 

Mr. ERNEST MOTTLEY: Can you tell me more 
about this, please? 

H3n. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, it appears  that 
the price has been agreed on. The only outstanding 
problein is that the Crown Solicitor has not been able 
to get thc title deeds from Mr. Coulthrust's Solici- 
tor ,  but there is no quarrel a b u t  the price. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, I am n3t continuing 
my speech. I gave way to the h o ~ .  member. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. member procee-d. 

Mx. ERNEST MOTTLEY: I give way then. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us get this straight. Has the 
hon. senior member for  Sridgetown completedhis 
speech, o r  has he given way? 

Mr. HINDS: It is not a question of his  completing 
his speech; it is a question of my makjng my speech; 
I gave way to the hon, junior m e : n h r  For St. Lucy. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The lmn. junior member for  St. 
Pe ter  is resuming his address. 

Mr. HINDS: I a m  resu  ning, Sir. 
12.15 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker,,we must consider that this 303 
square feet of land is required for  highway improve- 
memt. The planshows that the land is on the higkway, 
andwhilst the Leader of the Hoase has said that the 
price has  been agreed upon, we on this side of the 

House feel that the owner of this land is not being 
given ihe full value, and we would urge Government 
to defer consideration of this Resolution with a view 
to givingthe owner a better price for  his land. Won. 
J. C. TUDOR: There is no quarrel  he is willing to 
accept it.) We heard quite a lot in a Resolution that 
was before the House with respect to River Bay. The 
Minister of Health said that the price had been agreed 
upon. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: On a point of order ,  I made 
it pzrfectly c lear  that the a rea  in question a t  River 
Bay was sppjvxims.tely three ac re s  and the price 
which the owner had asked was $24,000. Eventually 
the Standing Valuation Committee comprised of of- 
ficials fixed the price a t  $9,000 pe r  acre .  

Mr. H [NDS: All the Minister has said is exactly 
whilt I said, that the price had i~een ngreed upon with 
resprc t  to the River Bay land at $23,0130, W e  a r e  
also nox  hearing that the price has been agreed on 
this Baywol~ds land, and we a r e  saying from this 
side of the House that the owner of the land is not 
being paid the full value, and we would ask  Govern- 
ment, wheth'or o r  not the price has been agreed upon 
to re -opm ?his metter.  (Hon. J. C. TUD3R: That is 
nonsense.) It was not nons9nse in respect of the 
River B,ay land, We a r e  satisfied that the owner is 
not being paid the full value for  his lard. 

Mr. St. JOHN: On a point of order ,  if this is th,: 
River Bsy land, I have something to say in connec - 
tion wit5 it. 

Hon. N. W. BOYILL: Mr. Speaker, I hate to get 
involved in this kind of argument. I cannot under- 
stand membsrs on the opposite side. A few weeks 
before I left this country we came here  with a Reso- 
lution to rent land to Mr. Michael Sim~nons,and 
memle r s  on ;he opposite side said we were giving 
away land because he was somebody's friend. Here 
it is ;low that sonebody is willing to sell  land to the 
Government and agrees to the price that Government 
should pay, and the hon. member is saying that we 
should not accept the price the person is asking for  
the land and should give him more  money. Next you 
will hear  that it is squandermania. This is the Op- 
position that expects somebody to put them inpower. 
This is nothing more than irresponsibility. (Mr. 
HINDS: Mr. Speaker, you should stop the hon. mem- 
ber.) Iamnoton apoint of order .  The hon. member sat,  

MY. SPEAKHK: The hon. junior memb;.r for  St. 
Peter  gave way. 

Hon. N. W. BC)X!LI,: He never gave way. He sa t  
down. 

Mr. HINDS: When you give way, do you stand? I 
gave way to thc hon. senior  member for  Christ Church. 

Mr. SPEAKEK: The hon. member gave way. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: The hon. member for  
Christ  Church said he asked thehon. member to 



give way. What nonsense is going on in here 
today? 

Mr. SPEAKER rose .  

Mr. SPEAKE R: My clear  understanding is that 
the hon. member did give way, and he is entitled 
therefore to resume. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, I can appreciate how 
itchy and jumpy the hon. junior member forst .  
Thomas is. (Hon. N. W. BOXILL: I have served for  

".--- ten years.) In other words, his pension is secure. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not come within the 
scope of this Resolution. 

Mr. HINDS: His pension being secure, anything 
e lse  can happen; so let us get on with the Resolution. 
What we a re  saying, Mr. Speaker, is that we have 
seen some very strange circumstances presented 
before this House today. We saw in one case where 
there was compulsory acquisition and that a Valua- 
tion Committee valued land at $1,000 an acre and 
the same Valuation Committee went back and re- 

- - valued the land at $9,000 an acre. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: On a point of order,  the 
whole question revolves upon this point, fo r  what 
purpose is the land required. I s  the land required 
for  building purposes, for  business o r  merely a s  
r ab  land? 

Ib Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, the Hon. Minister is 

introducing some very unprincipled arguments in 
this Resolution. In otherwords, the Minister is sug- 
gesting that if you want a plot of land valued to gst a 
bank loan the value goes up, but if you want the land 
valued for death duties, i t  goes down. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: On a point of order, I can 
explain myself very adequa%ly if 1 want to. I said 
that the question of land values d e p n d s  on the pur- 
pose for  which the land is required. Twenty square 
feet of land in Broad Srreet is worth about $20,000, 
whereas 20 square feet in another area  in St. Peter  
orSt. Lucy is worth $20. It is a question of the pur- 
pose ."for which the land is required. 

Mr. HINDS: It is the location of the land. 

*. 
Mr. SPEAKER: There are  two hon. members on 

their  feet. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I introduced 
that point as a preamble in order  to awaken the hon. 
member a s  to the true situation, but I will go on to 
the second point which is the actual purpose for  ,.-- which the land is required. Are we going to build a 
lovely hotel o r  a little shack? If you a r e  going to 
build a hotel, that would be taken into consideration. 
Do you want the land to plant groundnuts? It is the 
purpose fo r  which the land is required. If the land is 
rab land, rab land ten years  aga which was worth 
nothing is the most valuable land today because it is 
used for  building purposes and if i t  is near the sea  

Ji 
d it is worth $US 25 per square foot in certain places. 

Mr. HINDS: The Minister does not understand 
what this is all about and he has been in the real 
estate business for  years. Mr. Speaker, if I feel to 
acquire a plot of land at Broad Street fo lay waste 
i t  will be at half a cent a square foot, but if I ac- 
quired it  to build a bank it is worth $1 million a 
square foot? If I go to River Bay to acquire 15 ac res  
to build a hotel i t  has value, but if I am going to ac- 
quire the same land to build resor t  houses o r  put 
down some factory, i t  is not worth anything? I r re-  
spective of the purpose fo r  which you require the 
land, you should pay the value for  it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Anyhow, let us leave out River 
Bay. We a r e  finished with that for  the day. This is 
B aywoods. 
12.25 p.m. 

Mr. HINDS: If you a re  acquiring land at Bay- 
woods, I will tell  you something further. What the 
Government ought to take into consideration is the 
fact that the land has already been used, it  is al- 
ready in the possession of Government. I wonder if 
consideration is going to be given to the point that 
the purchase price should date back a s  from the day 
the Government took possession of this land so  that 
the owner could have some interest on the money, 
because it  is not fa i r  and we a re  not satisfied with 
it. We a re  not pretending to be experts in every 
field, but if this is land on the highway, land on the 
public road, how could i t  only be worth 15 cents pe r  
square foot? It is not fair. In view of the fact that 
the owller has been good enough to allow Government 
to use the land, perhaps when coming to any deci- 
sion a s  to the price all this ought to be taken into 
consideration, and we are  urging upon the Govern- 
ment to reconsider this matter  so that the owner can 
get the full value for  the land. We have seen what 
went on in the case of land a t  Black Rock when we 
wanted road improvement and we want to relate 
one case to the other to see if Government is acting 
in a reasonable manner in all these cases. I beg to 
move that further consideration of this matter  lx 
postponed. 

Mr. ELLIOTT MOTTLEY: I beg to second that. 

The  question was  put and resolved in the negative,thc 

House dividing a s  fol lows :- 

NOES: Hon'bles, J. C. TUDOR, C. E. TALMA, 
G. G. FERGUSSON and N. W. BQXILL, Messrs. 
J. W. CORBIN, R. StC. WEEKES, L. E. SMITH and 
J. B. SPRINGER - 8. 

AYES: Messrs. W. C. B. HINDS, L. S. CRAIG, 
ELLIOTT MOTTLEY and C. L. BOLDEN - 4. 

T h e  question that the Resolution donow pass  was  put 

a n d  resolved in the aff irmative ,  the House dividing a s  

fol lows:  

AYES: Hon'bles, J .  C. TUDOR, C. E. TALMA, 
G. G. FERGUSSON, and N. W. BOXILL, Messrs. 
J. W. CORBIN, R. StC. WEEKES, L. E. SMITH and 
J. B. SPRINGER - 8. 

NOES: Messrs. W. C. B. HINDS, L. S. CRAIG, 
ELLZOTT MOTTLEY and C. L. BOLDEN - 4. 



RESOLUTION TO APPROVE COMPULSORY 
ACQUISITION OF LAND AT ROCK 

JjALL, ST. THOMAS 

Mr. SPEAKER: This Resolution stands in the 
name of the Hon. Leader of the House. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I am asking leave 
forthis Resolution to be taken charge of by the Hen. 
Minister of Labour. 

Mr. 'SPEAKER: There being no objection, leave 
is grantedfor the hon. junior member for St. Thomas 
to move the passing of a Resolution to approve the 
compulsory acquisition of land at Rock Hall, St. 
Thomas for the purpose of highway improvement. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, before I go 
on to deal with this Resolution there is something 
which worries me and on which you can give me an 
answer not necessarily now but perhaps next Tues- 
day. Is it really necessary for a Minister to ask 
permissionfor another Minister to deal with a sub- 
ject which is brought to the House by the Government? 
It is my view that any Minister should be able to deal 
with the subject matter of anything before the House 
which is brought by the Government; however, I will 
go on to deal with the Resolution and perhaps you 
can give me an answer next Tuesday. 

The ~ddendum to this Resolution, Mr. Speaker 
sets out that in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 5 of the Land Acquisition Act, 1949, the ap- 
proval of Parliament is sought for the compulsory 
acquisition of the parcel of land described inthe 
Schedule in order that the purpose set  out in the 
Resolution may be effected and that the Crown may 
acquire an indefeasible title to the parcel of land. 

In this case,Mr. Speaker, those of us who know 
Rock Hall coming from St. Thomas' Church 
wouldknowthat there is a rock cliff which is almost 
in the road and when two vehicles, except bicycles, 
reach that point in the road at the same time there 
is some difficulty, so we would like to acquire this 
land for road improvement. The spots of land a re  
owned by Ridgeway Plantation and by a Mr. Alonza 
Davis. 
12.35 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker, Ridgeway owns 552 square feet 
and 684 square feet respectively. Mr. Alonza Davis 
owns 398 square feet. The problem is that Ridgeway 
Plantation has agreed to give up the land provided 
we will agree to give it the marl  and so forth. Mr. 
Davis does not want to sell his  land, and the 398 
square feet is the important part that we need. As a 
result of this there was a lot of correspondence going 
to and fro. (Interruption) I would like the Marshal to 
ask the Leader of the Opposition if I am interrupting 
him out there. If I am doing so, I will stop address- 

' ing the House, but he is certainly interrupting me. 

Mr. Speaker, the Standing Valuation Committee 
has valued Mr. Arthur's land a t  84 per square foot, 
and Mr. Davis' land has been valued at 504 per  square 

foot. There was no argument so far  a s  that is con- 
cerned, but a lot of people have the misguided idea, 
Mr. Speaker, that whenever we come here to ac- 
quire land compulsorily it is due to the fact that ne- 
gotiations have broken down. That is far fromthe 
truth. One of the main reasons that we come tothe 
House of Assembly to acquire land compulsorily, 
generally, is when the persons concerned do not 
have a marketable title for the land. Sometimes an 
old aunt dies leaving land for people and they cannot 
find the papers. The relatives may have been living 
on the land for a number of years and so on. This is 
how this matter came about. 

I am, therefore, asking the House of Assembly 
to approve the compulsory acquisition of this parcel 
of land in order that we may be able to go ahead 
with road improvements in St. James. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, I would like to know 
from the Minister if negotiations with Mr. Davis 
have been completed in this matter. I understand 
from the Minister that Mr. Davis does not wantto 
sell his land. It would be interesting to know whether 
o r  not negotiations have been completed and, if so, 
if he has accepted the price, if he has now agreed to 
sell the land, and he has accepted 50$ per square 
foot, o r  if it is a case where we a r e  using the power 
toacquire compulsorily not because Mr. Davis does 
not have a title, but that we a r e  using our authority 
because it has been found necessary so as  to get 
possession of the land from Mr. Davis. (Asides)  
The Minister very well knows that it is not necessary 
for me to go to St, Thomas, because neither he nor I 
will be there. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, now that we a r e  deal- 
with the purchase of land to widen certain corners, 
I would like to say that this particular area is very 
dangerous, h t  you have others in the Rock Hall area 
which a re  just a s  dangerous. You have one leading 
from St. Thomas Police Station going down the road 
and it is just a s  dangerous o r  more dangerous than 
this corner. You have one at Canefield; you have two 
comers  in Carrington's Village; you have Blooms- 
bury comer  and Fortress Hill. Now, all of these 
corners should be given serious attention. I feel that 
the same time the Government is thinking in terms 
of wideningone corner, it should do something about 
the other corners, 

Sir, you have a very dangerous corner in St. 
Joseph leading up to Chimborazo corner; you have 
corners a t  Sugar Hill, Joes River, Airy Hill, Spring- 
field, Braggs Hill, and so on. When you go up Braggs 
Hill and you turn right to enter the main road going 
to Joes River, then the ca r  must have good brakes, 
I am drawing the Government's attention to these 
very dangerous -bends, because now that it is think - 
ing in terms of one corner it should think in terms 
of all, because we a r e  having accidents on our roads 
regularly. I hope that the Minister in charge will 
make notes, so  that when he returns to the Cabinet 
he can take the necessary action. You will find some 



motorcars  meeting practically head on, because 
some of the roads a r e  very narrow. I think some - 
body nearly lost his life the other day near  Mr. 
Niblock's house going towards dhimborazo. 

T h e  question that the Resolution do now pass was put 

and resolved in the affirmative without d iv i s ion .  

SUSPENSION OF SITTING 
+ a - .  

Hon. J .  C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this sitting be now suspended until 2.30 p.m. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The  question was put and resolved in the affirmative 

- bithout division, and Mr. SPEAKER suspended th e sit- 

ting accordingly. 

On Resumption: 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the Hon. Leader of the 
House intimate what measure he proposes to deal 
with a t  this hour. 

QUESTION TIME 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Question Time be now taken for  three quarters  
of an hour. 

A + 
Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The  question was put and resolved in the affirmative 

without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question No. 191 stands in the 
name of the hon. junior member for  St. Joseph. 

QUESTION re ADULT EDUCATIONAL 
FACILITIES 

Mr. BOLDEN: Mr. Speaker, the Question reads 
a s  follows: 

L 

To enquire of the appropriate Minister: - 

Would the Minister open evening adult educational 
facilities a t  the West St. Joseph Secondary School in 
the parish of St. Joseph inorder  to a s s i s t  the people 
of the said parish? 

3. 
Hone J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, the reply i s  a s  

follows : 

Classes have been conducted a t  the West St. 
Joseph School in the parish of St. Joseph under the 
Adult Education Programme of the Ministry of Edu- 
cation since 1957. Under the Programme tuition is 

A currently given in the following subjects: 
+' 

Domestic 

Domestic 
Science . . . 

Technical 

Metalwork "' 

Technical 
Drawing .. . 

Technical 
English . . . 

Technical 
Maths. ... 

Woodwork . . . 
Academic 

Roll 
Average 
attendance 

7 5.3 

Agricultural 
Science ... 

English ... 
History . . . 
Mathematics 

Mr. BOLDEN: Mr. Speaker, what hours do these 
c lasses  occupy? 

Hon. J. C. TUD0R:These a r e  continuation classes,  
Mr. Speaker, and a r e  always car r ied  on after  the 
normal school hours a r e  over ,  I would think, any time 
after  4 o'clock until 7.30 p.m. o r  8.00 p.m. In the do- 
mestic science courses,  I will tell the hon. member 
that there a r e  five periods of three hours each in the 
weekly time table, in the technical subjects two pe- 
riods of two hours each, and in the academic subjects 
three  periods of one hour each. The figures which I 
have given the hon. member a r e  in respect of the 
1970-71 academic year .  

Mr .  St. JOHN: Does the Minister not think in 
view of the impending reorganisation of agriculture 
that there is a case  for  classes in mechanics and 
driving skills for  agricultural equipment a t  schools 
such a s  St. Joseph secondary school? 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I do think so. As a matter  of 
fact,  I was going to comment a little while ago that 
the Ministry appears to put agricultural science 
under the academic grouping, whereas in my view it 
ought to be a technical subject. 1 understandalso that 
a t  the Alleyne School which is the only one of the 
grammar  schools offering th is ,  subject, agricultural 
science is now a Fifth form science subject andis  
taken at  G.C.E. "0" level. 

Mr. BOLDEN: With the permission, these are 
really continuation c lasses  - I a m  not asking a ques - 
tion...... 

Mr. SPEAKER: I a m  afraid one may only a s k  a 
question now. It may be put supplementarily. 

Mr. BOLDEN: Would the Minister consider fix- 
ing these subjects f o r  hours beginning a t  the usual 
evening adult hours between 6 p.m. and after? 



Hen. J. C. TUDOR: Do you mean you want a 
lohger period for study? 

Mr. BOLDEN: These classes a r e  really con- 
tinuation classes a t  the West St. Joseph School and 
goonfrom 4.. p.m.unti1 6 p.rn.,but what we want a r e  
adult c lasses which begin a t  6 p.m. and go on to 9 
p.m. o r  10 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Make the supplementary ques - 
tion clear .  

Hon. J.  C. TUDOR: The point is taken and Iwill 
draw this to the attention of the Ministry. 

Question No. 145 stands in the name of the hon, 
senior member for  St. Thomas who is  absent on 
public duty, and I will le t  it remain on the Order  Paper. 

Question No. 167 stands in the name of the hon. 
junior member for  Bridgetown. 

QlJESTION r e  CHURCH VILLAGE AREA 

Mr. ELLTOTT MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker the 
Question reads a s  follows: - 

To enquire of the appropriate Minister:- 

Will the Minister s tate  what, if any, is  the official 
Government policy, in relation to the future develop- 
ment of the Church Village a r ea  in the City of Bridge - 
town? 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, the reply is  a s  
follows: 

"The official Government policy, in relation to 
the future development of the Church Village a rea  in 
the City of Bridgetown is  fully outlined a t  paragraph 
7. 116-127 Slum Clearance, on pages 48-51 of the 
Physical Development Plan for  Barbados a s  prepared 
by the Town and Country Development Office with 
UnitedNations Technical Assistance. The objections 
and representations will be heard during the month 
of June, 1971, a f te r  which the Plan will be put up for 
approval in accordance with the Act." 
2.40 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question No. 145 standing in the 
name of the hon. senior  member for  St. Thomas has 
to remain on the Order  Faper. We will deal now with 
Question No. 183 standing in the name of the hon. 
senior  member fo r  St, James. 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr.  Speaker, the question reads a s  
follows : 

To enquire of the appropriate M i ~ i s t e r :  - 
Is the Government aware of the fact that pas - 

sengers  who travel in Government -owned buses have 
to use  umbrellas and rain coats to protect them f rom 
the rain when they are travelling in the above- 
mentioned buses? 

If the answer to the above i s  in the affirmative, 
will the Minister take steps to rectify the matter  a t  
the ear l ies t  opportunity? 

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr.  Speaker, the reply 
is  a s  follows: -4 

1. No, Sir.  

2.  Does not a r i se .  

Mr. CRAIG: I wonder if the Minister would be -,, 
able to say if they car r ied  out any investigations to 
give that answer, and i f  so ,  with whom and when did 
they ca r ry  out these investigations. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, an inves- 
tigation was car r ied  out by the Transpbrt  Boardas 
well a s  by the Inspector of buses and it has been dis - a 
covered that not one of the Transport Board buses 
has ever  been in that state.  

Mr. HINDS: Mr.  Speaker, can the Minister tell 
us  if  repairs  have had to be effected to the s ides of 

any of the Transport  Board buses since the tabling 
of this question? , ' 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, not to my 
knowledge, I would have to investigate that. 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr.  Speaker, in the light of that 
I wonder if this question could remain on the Order  
Paper;  I a m  told by the Minister that an investiga- 
tion was car r ied  out by an Inspector but a t  the time 
of the incident an Inspector might not have been 
around. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, i f  the hon. 
junior member for  St. Pe t e r  would like to a s k a  
question, he is  entitled to a sk  a question but that 
would be a separate  and distinct question. 

Mr.  HINDS: Mr. Speaker, is  the Minister saying 
that his investigations were with respect  to the leak- 
ing roofs only of these buses? 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, the buses 
a r e  operated by the Transport  Board, not by my Min- 
is t ry,  and if there is  any question to ask  here  the only 
place I can get the answers from would be fromthe 
people who look af ter  them, and I can a s su re  the hon. .,,& 
member that I have had investigations car r ied  out by 
more  than one person. 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the Minis - 
t e r  can say anything about the driver  of the bus who 
had to be suspended. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, when the 7 
hon. member can say  the number of the bus, the time 
it took place and everything e l se ,  I would be in a 
better position to ask.about that part icular  bus, who 
was the driver ,  who was the conductor, and c a r r y  out 
an investigation. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, my question to the * 
Minister was whether o r  not his investigations were -b 



directed towards leaking roofs only. I would like to 
hear the Minister's reply to that. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, the ques - 
tion that was asked was submitted to the Transport 
Board. 

Mr. CRAIG: Would the Minister be able to say 
whether any repairs  were done to the bus except 
mechanical repairs? 

c. Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I have already said I 
would have to know the particular bus; repairs  a r e  
always being carried out to buses. 

Mr. HINDS: To the roofs? 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, buses a r e  -- 
inspected just like any other vehicle a t  Highways and 
Transport. If a proper inspection was carried out, 
the roofs would be part of the survey carried out. 

Mr. CRAIG: Sir, what we a r e  concerned with 
-.. here is that since this question asked about people 
' 

using umbrellas, the Minister is saying that repairs  
were done to buses, it is therefore possible. .. . . . 

Mr. SPEAKER: What .is the question? 

Mr. CRAIG: I am coming to the question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: More directly please. 

Mr. CRAIG: I will, Mr. Speaker, Since the Min- 
ister  is saying you have to carry  out repairs  to these 
buses, is it possible that buses couldhave beenleak- 
ing at  the time and people had to use umbrellas? 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, I haveal- 
ready told the hon. member that buses a r e  inspected 
and repaired; I also said that if a bus is inspected, 
deterioration to a roof is  nothing that would come 
about overnight and therefore it would have to be no - 
ticed some time before. If at  the time of inspection 
the bus was properly inspected defects to the roof 
would show up at  the same time. 

Mr. CRAIG: Therefore it is  possible then that 
some buses could have been leaking and that is why 
repairs were carried out. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: It is possible if there 
were any collisions; the hon. member should have got 
the number of the bus, the time people had to shelter 
and then I would be able to carry out a detailed in- 
vestigation. 

.- Mr. SPEAKER: No. 184 stands in the name of 
the same hon. member. 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, to enquire of the ap- 
propriate Minister: 

Is Government aware that a bus driver had to 
bring to a halt a Government-owned bus and seek 

" shelter from the rain in a nearby shop? 

If the answer to the above is in the affirmative, 
will the Minister take appropriate steps to rectify the 
situation immediately? 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, the reply 
toQuestion No. 184 asked by the hon. senior member 
is a s  follows: 

(1) No, Sir. 

(2) Does not arise.  

Mr. CRAIG: Would the Minister be able to state 
whether a Mr. Archer was dismissed on 17th day of 
April, who was the driver of bus M. 13817 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, would the 
hon. member really expect me to state here  and now 
who was driving the bus a t  that time? 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, the Minister just asked 
me to state the number of the bus, the name of the 
driver etc., and now I am doing that he is  objecting. 
2.50 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No.189 standing in the name of the 
hon. senior member for St. James. It can be found 
on the left hand c o m e r  of page 16. 

INSTALLATION OF STREET LIGHTS 
AT MORGANS AND SEA VIEW 

Mr. CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, to enquire of the ap- 
propriate Minister : - 

Will the Minister treat  as. an urgent priority the 
installation of street  lights a t  

(a) Morgans 

and (b) Sea View 

in the parish of Saint James? 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, the reply 
to Question No. 189 asked by the hon. senior member 
for St. James is a s  follows: 

Morgans and Sea View a r e  considered to be one 
and the same area.  

Provision for the installation of 17 new fluores- 
cence lamps in this a rea  was made in the 1971-72 
Estimates which were passed by the House before 
the 31st March, 1971. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That concludes Question Time. 

Mr. ELLIOTT MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I beg 
to move that Private  embers Business be now taken 
for an hour and a half. 

Mr. CRAIG: I beg to second that. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, there is 
also Question No. 157. 



Mr. SPEAKER: Iapologise if I did not hea r  that. 

Won. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker,  that re- 
mained f rom the l a s t  sit t ing when the hon. junior 
member  for  Bridgetown was absent. 

Mr. ELLIOTT MOTTLEY: I do not want to hea r  
about that now. Let it be la id  on the Table of the 
House, Sir.  It is not on the Orde r  Paper .  

Mr. CRAIG: M r .  Speaker,  the hon. junior mem-  
ber f o r  Bridgetown moved that Pr ivate  Members'  
Business be taken fo r  an  hour and a half, and Zhave 
seconded the motion. 

Mr.  ELLIOTT MOTTLEY: Mr.  Speaker,  the re- 
ply to the question ha s  a l ready been laid and c i r -  
culated. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker,  I beg to 
d raw Your Honour's attention to the fact that t he r e  
is no quorum and to a s k  that the Bell be rung. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Le t  the Bell be rung. 

The  Bell was rung but no quorum was obtained.  

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker,  why were  we brought 
h e r e  a t  ten o'clock this  morning? 

AD JOURNME NT 

Mr. SPEAKER: I a m  af ra id tha t  I do not observe 
a quorum. Accordingly, I dec la re  this  sit t ing ad-  
journed until Tuesday of next week a t  twelve o'clock 
noon. 
3.00 p.m. +@ 




