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Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of As- 
sembly, met at 12.15 p.m. o'clock. 

PRESENT 

His  Honour Sir J ,  E ,  T. BRANCKER, Q.C.. F.Z.S.,  
" {Speaker); Mr. L ,  E ,  SMIl?H, J , P , ;  Hon. C. E .  TALMA, 

(Minister o f  Health and Social We i f a  re ); Hon. J ,  C .  

TUDOR, C.M.G., M.A., (Leader o f  the Mouse J; Mr, J ,  W .  

CORBIN, J .P , ;  Mr. R.  S t X .  WEEKES, J .P . ;  Mr. W .  R ,  

LOWE, J.P.; Hon. N ,  W ,  BOXILL, (Millister o f  Lahour, 

National lnsurance and HousingJ;Mr. W, C. B .  HINDS; 

Mr. C. A . E . H O P P I N ,  J , P ,  
-2 J 

Prayers were read. 

-. 
Mr. AZ)AhfS entered the Chamber and took his sea t .  

MINUTES 

J"- 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minutes of the Meeting of 
Tuesday, 2nd March, 1971, I have been advised, have 
been circulated, and in the ab;er,ce of any objection 
I will declare them to be confirmed. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, f irst  of all I would 
ask the assurance that the circulated Minutes are  a s  
tkey ag+ar in the Minute Book, and that I will not 
have to be t ~ l d  a we were last week that there are  
certain emendations appearing in the Book which do 
not appear in the circulated copies. Do I have that 
assurance so far? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am unable to give that 
assuraixe a s  t k r e  are  certain emendations and I 

U 
will have them reprinted. 

Mr. ADAMS: There is no point putting forwarda 
facade of efficiency by circulating Minutes within a 
few days of the proceedings, when it turns out that 
the circulated Minutes do not represent what 
happefied. I would prefer to wait a few weeks on the 

Minutes and receive a true copy of the poceedings 
than week after week to be tcld t i a t  there are  al- 
te rations. 

At the end of the Minutes, I have the most 
different recollection obviously from the Clelk a s  to 
what actually took place. I distinctly heard the hon. 
junior member for St. Thomas yet up and a s  far  a s  
I could judye, very properly gut the motion for t1.e 
closclre; I heard him with my own ears ,  and I saw 
another hon. membcr - I would not like to say which 
one, ; do not think it was the hon. member who was 
t : , ~  sltting next to the hon. junior member for St. 
'Thomas, 1 think it was another Minister -get  up and 
second it. I see no record in the Minutes whatsoever 
even of that having taken place, and it seems to me, 
Sir, that certain things can happen when a closure 
motion is moved. Mr. Speaker may ignore it on the 
3ro.upds. that it i s  an infringement on the rights of the 
minority, but the fact that it has k e n  moved rr.11.st 
be there, and -in fact my recollecti-.n is tbat loin 
Honour did not ignore it, Your I:onour tl en said "Let 
the question be put" and the only questiw. tisat could 
then be put was the hon. junior member for St. 
Thomas' motion, and there is no mention ol  it , e r e  
at  all. If that question was put, a declaration tl-.at a 
certain number of hon. members voted for  it in the 
affirmative, in my respectful submission, bas to 
appear in the record as  well, otherwise the question 
of the Resolution to approve the ?rant of a lease to 
Mr. Michael Simmons could never have been ;;ut at 
all, a s  I understand it. 

It is also my recollection - I must say that I am 
not saying this out of opposition to the Resolution 
because I intended to vote against it - but I never 
heard that Resolution put at all, I read in the news- 
papers that it had been passed. The only motion that 
I heard put was, a s  I understood it, the last motion 
to be ;moved which was the closure motion moved by 
the junior member for St. Thomas. Sir, I would 
suggest that to avoid such contretemps a s  these in 
the future that the Clerk should be provided with a 
microphone, because you cannot put a motion in this 
Chamber a s  at  present organised in a softvoice, and 
if hon. members do not hear  a motion put, the 

motion cannot, in my submission to you, Sir, be 
said to be carried. Before God, Sir, I could not 
possibly say that 1 ever  heard any Resolution 
to approve a lease put last  Tuesday; never at any 
stage did I hear that put, and I had every intention 



of voting against i t  and dividing the House. I never 
heard the A Y E S  called for, the NOES called for o r  
anything, I heard the words "let the question be 
put" and that was the end of the matter. I had every 
intention of voting against that; I would not have voted 
against the closure motion moved by the Minister of 
Housing, but I intended to vote against that Resolution 
and I would ask, Sir, perhaps if hon. members can 
recall what happened on that date if they would take 
the necessary steps to agree here and now what re- 
cord of the closing proceedings of the House should 
go into our Minutes, because I do not remember that 
Resolution being put and passed, just as  I do not re-  
call the Hon. Minister's closure motion being called 
and properly put. 

Before I sit down, I would respectfully suggest 
that this is eminently a case where the tape recording 
should be listened to and the record of the Shorthand 
Writers compared with the recollectionof the Clerks 
and with the recollection of hon. members, because 
whatever hon. members remember they cannot pass 
the tape recorder and the recollection of the Clerks. 

is eminently a case where what is in the 
shorthand notes should be used to assist the Clerks 
with what actually happened on that date. 

Ron. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, spealungfrom 
memory, the question, a s  far  a s  I remember, was 
actually put that the Resolution do now pass and it 
was agreed to. I think the hon. and learned member 
for St. Thomas was so  engrossed inhis own debacle, 
if  I may use that expression, in trying to establish 
the point that he had not concluded his speech, he 
was so pre-occupied in that particular phase of the 
matter that he really probably lost sight ofwhat was 
zoing on, but to suggest that the question that the 
Resolution do now pass was never put and never 
properly and duly agreed to, is absolutely wrong. 

Mr. ADAMS: On a point of order, Sir, this 
matter affects the privilege of the House. All mem- 
bers must have a chance to vote in any debate; if an 
hon. member says he never heard a question put, 
and if it is agreed that a Minister moves a closure 
motion and there is no record in the Minutes of any 
closure motion being put, I am asking that the best 
recollection, which is neither the recollection of the 
hon. junior member for Christ Church nor mine, the 
best recollection be used to provide an answer as  to 
what happened. The hon. m e m k r  has not 
answered my point about the closure, nor has he 
answered my point about not hearing the motion put, 
Sir. Both are important points; one touches on the 
order of the House and the other touches on the 
privilege of hon. members. 
12.25 p.m. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: What I am drawing to the 
hon. member's attention, Mr. Speaker, is that when 
the Closure Motion was put - (Interruption) I ap- 
preciate that the hon. member would, normally, have 
voted against it. 

Mr. ADAMS: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
The hon. member is misrepresenting the proceedings 
of the House. At the most, onlyone question was put. 
Nobody has suggested that two questions were put. If 
the Closure was moved and it was put, then a s  a 
matter of order and in keeping with the Rules of this 
House only, the Closure could have been put and not 
the Resolution. The Leader of the House andthe hon. 
junior member for Ch-t Church have just agreed 
from their seats that only one questionwasput. You, 
Sir, agreed that the hon. junior member for St. 
Thomas moved the Closure of the debate. Auto- 
matically, a s  a matter of logic, only the Closure 
Motion could be put. 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I suggest that the matter 
need not engender any unnecessary heat. The Clerks 
will be instructed to consult not only their records, 
but the Hansard and the tape recorder before these 
Minutes a re  re - printed. 

PAPERS LAID 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
the Minister of Finance, I am commanded to lay - 

The Customs Duties (Barbados Industrial De- 
velopment Corporation) Order, 1970, and The Es- 
timates for the year 1971-72. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give 
notice of a Resolution to grant the sum of $40,000 
from the Consolidated Fund and to place it at the 
disposal of Government to supplement the Estimates 
1970-71, a s  shown in the Supplementary Estimates 
1970-71 P a n  1 - Current, No. 19 which form the 
Schedule to the Resolution. 

I am asking for leave to deal with this Resolu- 
tion in all its stages today. It is a very straight- 
forward Resolution to supplement the payment of 
Welfare grants to the end of the financial year, and 
I think hon. members will agree that it can be dealt 
with at short notice. 

BILLS 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker,. on behalf of 
the Minister of Finance, I beg to give notice of - 

A Bill to grant an additional sum of money out 
of the Consolidated Fund and appropriate the same 
for  the service of the Island for the financial year 
1970-71. 

Also a Bill to provide for the imposition of a 
tax on the gross revenue of hotels and for matters 
incidental thereto o r  connected therewith. 

Also a Bill to grant a sum of money out of the 
Consolidated Fund and to appropriate the same for 
the service of the Island for  the year ending on 31st 
March, 1972. 



Also to give notice of a Resolution to approve 
the Annual Estimates of the Port Department forthe 
year 1971-72. 

Also to give notice that Oral Reply to Parlia- 
mentary Question No. 141, asked by the senior 
member fo r  St. Thomas, is ready. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give 
notice that Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question 
No. 146, asked by the senior member for St. Thomas, 
i s  ready. 

Also that Oral Reply to Parliamentary duestion 
No. 154, asked by the junior member for St. Joseph, 
i s  ready. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' NOTICES 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is a Resolution standing 
in the name of the hon. junior member for St. Peter. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, 

WHEREAS Zone One, a s  described by the 
Water Board, falls east  of Speightstown in the parish 
of St. Peter and stretches from an area  known a s  
Maynards Road in the North to Rock Dundo in the 
South o r  thereabouts. 

AND WHEREAS this a rea  comprises the lands 
with houses thereon Qelongin,g, in very great measure, 
to hundreds of small-holders; 

A\D WHEREAS the said Water Board in ex- 
ercise of i t s  control of the Island's water resources 
in the said a rea  has, from time to time placed untold 
hardships on the said small land-owners and de- 
prived them of the full use of the said lands and o r  
buildings thereon to the extent that development 
thereof is confined to the mere removal and re-  
placement of a board o r  stone a s  the case my be; 

BE IT RESOLVED that Government call upon 
the Water B3ard, Health Town and Country Planning 
and relevant authorities to carry out an immediate 
re-assessment of the said situation a s  it now affects 
the numerous owners at Ashton Hall, Whim and 
Mile & Quarter districts - o r  any other districts 
falling within the said boundries and, without en- 
dangerino, national health o r  otherwise, devise way 
and means whereby such small-holders may be 
given an opportunity to make better use of their 
lands a.nd carxy out extensions and such develop - 
ments as  would not affect the water resources of 
the Island. 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. junior member for 
St. Peter, his question re commodities imported 
from South Africa. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, 

To enquire of the appropriate Minister:- 

In view of the statement made in this Honourable 
House by the Prime Minister on 27th July, 1970 to 
the effect that "The People of Barbados do not 
trade with South Africa" would the 'Ministry of 
Trade take immediate steps to discover if 
commodities 'of South African orgin a re  still im- 
ported into this country - from South Africa? 

2. Who are the importers? And with whom do they 
trade to get these goods into this country? 

3. Is  Government aware that South African fruit is 
imported into this country in tins without labels, 
but that each such container bears a serial number? 

4. Would Government investigate this illicit 
trading and the process of direct sale and delivery 
to West Coast and other hotels? 
12.35 p.m. 

On the  motion o f  [Ion. J .  C. T ( ] [ ) O R ,  seconded h y  

Hon. C. E .  T A L M A ,  a B i l l  t o  grant an additiontzl sum o f  

money oul of the Consolidated Fund and appropriate the  

sarnc for thc i e ro icc  of the  Island for t h e  financial year  

1970-71, was  rcnd a first t imc.  

On  the  motion o f  / / o n .  .J. C. TIJ I IOR,  sccondcd b y  

f lon.  C. I*:. T,1LZI/1, B i l l  l o  grunt ( I  sum o f  moncy out of 

the  Consol idated Fund and to approprlcltc t h c  s !nit for the  

service  o f  the  I ~ l a n d  for lhc  year ending o n  ' { I s t  March, 

1972, was reud (1 first t imc .  

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
move that Order No. 7 be the f i r s to rde r  of the Day. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

T h e  ques t ion  w a s  put and reso lved  in t h e  r r f f i r m a -  

tiwe without d iv i s ion .  

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 7 is the next Order 
of the Day and it stands in the name of the Hon. 
Leader of the House to move the second reading 
of a Bill to amend the Registration, (Births, Baptisms 
and Burials) Act, 1891. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, this is a 
simple Bill the object of which is  to provide f a r  the 
voluntary inscription with the consent of the mothers 
of children, of the names of those persons who 
acknowledge themselves to be fathers of the children, 
on birth certificates. 

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a 
second time. 



Hen C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, this is one of the 
essentially non-partisan measures which come 
before the House from time to time which we in 
the Opposition are able to welcome almost without 
restraint. For a number of years now, people who 
are aware of the social conditions of Barbados and 
particularly what is referred to in the law of 
illegitimacy, have long wanted such a Bill a s  now 
appears. I will not trouble the House with the his- 
tory of the disabilities of the illegitimate child. 
Sufficient to say that I believe the disabilities and the 
handicaps, the old days, and the social stigma under 
which the children of parents who were not married 
have suffered, must be well known to all of us in 
here. I dm't know, Sir, but I fancy that this Bill 
takes its genesis in a discussion which was held in 
a Select Committee of this House in 1967 on the 
Citizenship Bill. On that occasion the Committee - 
and I think I can now talk about i ts  proceedings 
since it has long since been reported - found in the 
draft Bill certain provisions which assumed the ex- 
istence of such legislatioa as  is now at this moment 
before the House, and, we elicited from the Attorney 
General on that occasion that he thought that a s  in 
Jamaica it was possible in Barbados for the father 
of an illegitimate child to go with the mother to 
reyister himself a s  the father at the time of the 
registration of the child's birth. 

Indeed I remember the Attorney General as- 
sured the other members of the Committee that this 
was so in Barbados and I had to take some argument 
with him at the time and after an adjournment, he 
came back and deleted the provisions from the 
Citizership Bill since they were based on this which 
we did not then have. It has taken from 1967 to 1971 
for the Bill to reach the Statute Bookbut it is a wise 
and sensible measure. My only complaint would be 
that it does not go fa r  enough. 

Sir, in Barbados since the great majority of 
s 

citizens are born when their parents are not married, 
we may not worry so much about it, but Barbadians 
who go overseas are often very deeply embarrassed 
when they have to produce a birth certificate o r  a 
baptismal certificate showing, as fa r  a s  these 
countries where these problems are practically un- 
known, that in law they have no father. It is a very 
embarrassing thing to pick up a birth certificate aild 
to see rank and occupation of father, and there is a 
blank space. This i s  what this Bill will now made 
provision for, and this is the reason why I welcome it. 
But I would draw to the attention of the Government 
that there is a shortcoming in more than one respect. 
The first of all is this: in my view there ought to be 
provision to have a putative father's name inserted 
on the birth certificate as  well a s  the name of a 
father who goes and declares himself to be such, and 
that just a s  when two people marry they can re- 
register the birth of theirechildren and the children 
will then get a birth certificate showing the father's 
and mother's name, so too when a magistrate de- 
clares that a man is the father of a child, there ought 

to Se provision that the Registrar should then enter 
that name on the birth certificate, and 1 would urge 
this on the Minister. It used to be the Minister for 
Community Development, the hon, junior member for 
Christ Church. I think he is the last Minister I have 
heard discussing this matter in the House. I think he 
introduced an amendment to the Registration of 
Births Act in which this was canvassed and he may 
remember that two years ago I urged on him then and 
he said that the Government would consider intro- 
ducing a Bill such 'as this. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: If the hon. member would 
give way, the further proposal which is being made 
by the hon, senior member for St. Thomas is indeed 
a very valid one, because this is intended to cover 
the cases the hon. member has referred to; but over 
and above that i f  the name of the putative father 
were given, in almost every case a father's name 
would appear as  such; so that the trend of legislation 
not only here but in Scotland, Ireland, the 
Scandinavian countries and many other parts of the 
world is  to see that the claim and right of an 
illegitimate child, provided certain requirements 
are met, for example the name of the father being 
inserted on the birth certificate voluntarily by the 
father and of course with the approval of the mother 
as  in this case, o r  in the case of an 
illegitimate child who had been acknowledged as  such, 
and  hose father has signed a deed poll declaring 
of his own free will that he is the father of the child 
and wants the name changed to his name in such 
cases, Mr. Speaker, the i l le~it imate child not only 
will have his normal status established a s  such, but 
will be entitled in cases of intestacy to share in the 
estate just a s  a normal legitimate child would share. 
The hon. member is really making a very valid and 
good point, and the object of this legislation here 
today is to upgrade the status of an illegitimate 
child, and the objects and reasons of other legisla- 
tion which i s  on the way will be to see that the 
illegitimate child's interests and rights legally are  
put on par with those of a legitimate child. 
12.45 p.m. 

Mr. ADAMS: Sir, I amglad that the hon. member 
has mentioned Sweden; I am going to deal with that 
in my speech, but what I would just urge on the 
Governmetit i s  this, this Bill provides for acic- 
nowledgerneilt of paternity to be a test forentry on a 
birth certificate, I would suggest to the .Sovernment 
that not only acknowledgement of paternity, but a s  I 
have said, a declaration by a Magistrate's Court that 
such and such a man is the putative father; in other 
words, a finding of paternity should slSo be made to 
enter, and also a declaration by a su.prior court that 
somebody was the father. This i s  something you 
occasionally get that you have to make an application 
to the High Court to declare that somebdywas your 
father. You can only do this under the present law 
if you have some interest in it; in othe r words in the 
normal way of business YOU can only ask for a 
declaration that somebody was your lawful father, 
but when illegitimate childreil are given rights of 
succession they will also be able to ask for a 



declaration that somebody was their natural father 
evell i f  he is dead, perhaps especially after he i s  
dead. All these things I would submit should be en- 
tered on a birth certificate. 

The next suggestion I am going to make to the 
Government i s  a very revolutionary one a s  f a r  as  
English spaking countries are  concerned. I amglad 
the hon. member mentioned Sweden; the p i n t  about 
assisting the illegitimate child, as  I have always 
understood it, i s  that you musc not blame the child, 
if there is to bs any blame for what their parents 
did not do, which is to get married. My view is  that 
you should not be able to look at a birth certificate 
at all and tell whether the parents were married o r  
not; in my opinion, it is the maiden name of the 
mother that should be entered on the birth certificate 
and the name of the father. I see no justification in 
law, logic o r  anything, except a past concept of sin, 
for  having a different form of birth certificate o r  a 
birth certificate on which you cantell the difference 
betwem a person born to married people o r  a person 
born to unmarried people. I am quite serious about 
this; I do not see why the married name of a mother 
should be entered, it would take quite a simple 
amendment of the law that for all cases only the 
maiden name of the mothe; should he entered on a 
birth certificate. If at any time it is necessary to 
prove that your parents were married when you 
were born you go and get a married certificate 
showing that that woman was married to your 
father. You can at one stroke destroy the basis of 
discrimination kijveoil the miliiority and the ma- 
jority of populations by insisting that only the 
maiden name of a mother be entered on a birth cer-  
tiflcare, and the names of a father !a) if he 
ackno~ledge s, (b) if declared in affiliation pro- 
ceedings, and (c) i f  declared by aCourtof competent 
jurisdiction in any other proceedings. When that is 
done I believe you will find that 95% of the population 
will be csvered, because there are few true filii 
nulli, that is ,  children of no one, running about in 
Barbados. There are  very few childreil indeedwhose 
mothers have not either got support o r  an affilation 
order o r  at least an acknow1edge:ernent of some sort 
from the father. 

I am not quite so practised in the bastardy pro- 
ceedings, as  they are  still called, an unpleasant 
name, Sir, and should nolongerbe clsed in the Courts 
at all. The Act is called the Affiliation Proceedings 
Act, but it i s  still described in the Courts a s  
bastardy, and they still send out what they call 
bastardy claims. I am not so practised as  the hon. 
junior member for Bridgetown in these matters, but 
I would say that except in these very rare  instances 
where a poor young lady - I have heard this myself - 
she has told the Magistrate, "well, I did not really 
know his name, all I knew was he used to come on the 
Ju-C truck every Thursday"; instances suchas those 
a re  so rare  and unusual and difficult to cover in 
legislation in any event, that I think we have to let 
them pass. The birth certificates in which every- 
body's mother's maiden name will be there, every- 
body's father's name will be there subject to the 
'conditions, this puts everybody on the same footing; 

When you go to Court to prove a man is your father 
you have to carry a birth certificate. 

I do not believe the rules of the House will 
permit me to make one speech on the two Bills, so 
I fear I will ask hon. m e m h r s  to bear with me at 
much lesser  length when the Affiliation Proceedings 
Acc comes up very shortly, but I urge the Government 
i f  it has time to consider these amendments before 
i ts  demise; our Government certainly will. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, I have to 
agree with the hon. member somewhat, but I do not 
want him to be complacent about this. I am saying 
this f irst  and foremost, there is no such thin,o a s  an 
illegitimate child, you have illegitimate parents, be - 
cause the child i s  not responsible for himself, but 
we live in an awkward society which likes to 
ztigmatise feople. I have been born out of wedlock 
and I have 1:2 qualms about this because I am living 
along with those who were born in wedlock, and a 
lot better than some of them too. It has not prevented 
me from reaching the heights which I have reached, 
and probably I will go further. 

What I agree with the hon, member on i s  this; 
he xneniioned about an amendment which ~ o c l e ' ~ o w  o r  
the other never really struck me, because I have 
always been against this illegitimate talk anyhow. I 
agree that when you see the birth certificate of some- 
one you see the mother's name, and where the 
father's name should be, i s  a big dash unless the 
people were married. I remembu r about 20 yearc: 
ago a question was asked on the floor sf t iz  
Chamber, and the hon. m e m k r  jvho jusrl spoke, 
whose father was then the Leaderof the Government, 
replied that there was no law prohibitingthe father's 
name from going on the birth cerzificate. I know this 
is true, but they have a lot of Priests  who refuse to 
do this and you cannot do anything about it. 

There is a point the hon. member is overlooking, 
because 1 myself was very strong on this, but wc 
must not forget that we live in a society wher? a 
wornan s>metimes becomes pregnant and she has 
been ostracized, but in order to get sugar for  this 
baby she gets the second one for a different man, so 
it means that if this woman has six children for six 
men, that six'different names will be onthe d l f fe ra t  
birth certificates. This is the problem that will 
arise her3 with this. I know of women who havo a s  
many children for a s  many men a s  they have children, 
and I do not think this i s  unique in this society, it 
happens outside too, but we can only speak about the 
things that we are  very familiarwith, and since I am 
a Barbadian and I am familiar with these things, this 
is one of the snags which we have to look into. I 
would like to say to the hon. member that we propose 
bringing down legislation in the form of a Bill to deal 
with intestacy, which deals with wills and so on, 
changing up this old outlandish thing that when a man 
dies the f irst  son is the heir  and is entitled to come 
into everything. All of this is unfair and is nonsense. 
12.55 p.m. 



When we come here with this Bill i t  will include 
the points made by the hon. member. It will not 
make any difference to me, because my father has 
nothing to leave for  me, but itwillmake a difference 
to my children. 

Mr. ADA4MS: On a p i n t  of order, Mr. Speaker. 
The hon. meinher may not be aware that members 
of the legal profession knew about this Bill beforz 
some members of the Cabinet, because the Bill was 
circulated in 1963. It is 8 years now that this Bill 
has been talked about. I have a copy of the then pro- 
posed draft in my office for years. For  the informa- 
tion of hon. members, who care to look at their 
marriage certificates, they will find that when you 
get married there i s  no objectionto telling the Priest 
whi, your father was, whether he was married o r  not; 
that marriage certificates carry the names of the 
fathers of the bride and bridgegroom, but birth and 
ba?tisin certificates do not. 

Mr. SPEAKgK: F a r  beyond a point of order. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr.  Speaker, I thank the 
hon. member for the information, because in 1963 
I was not a member of the Cabinet. We are  making 
very substantial changes in this bit of legislation 
which will emb3dy what the hon. member has men- 
tioned. I agree with the hon. member that we can do 
without inserting the father's name. It would not 
embarrass me, but some of us were not born alike 
and all of us do not react alike. Some people cry 
when they see the crucifixion, but I willlaugh. I may 
c ry  at something else. I agree with the hon. member 
that it i s  casting a stigma on children who are  not 
responsible for what their parents have done. This i s  
a modern day, and we should make people feel that 
they are needed in this society. They are  not re-  
sponsible for the way in which they came into this 
world, but how they conduct themselves in this world 
i s  what counts. 

I think the hon. member raised, some very good 
points, but I merely mentioned what I have said to 
point out the problem we may run into where a 
mother has more than one child for more than one 
father. Things will certainly become complicated. 
Under the Bill of Intestacy, it is legally binding on the 
person who dies intestate, o r  on his estate, that if his 
name is  mentioned on the certificate as  the father 
of a child, o r  if a Judge o r  a Magistrate has decided 
that he i s  the father of the child - if  he supported the 
child before his death, then it would share in his 
estate as  any other child. 

Mr. E LLIO'IT MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I agree 
with the suggested ideas put forward by the senior 
member for St. Thomas and Acting Leader of the 
House. I think that one has to look at the whole con- 
cept of illegitimacy in the terms of a Barbadian 
society. F o r  far too long we have looked at it in 
t e rms  of the English sokiety. Legitimacy has been 
looked upon in Barbados a s  something obtaining 
under the English Common Law system, which we 
used in Barbados from the time we were colonized 
in the 17th Century. 

-'@ 
Under the English Common Law the term father, 

mother o r  parent, i s  given i ts  natural meaning: the 
father o r  mother of an illegitimate child. One of the 
things which I would like to bring to the attention of 
the Government, at this stage, is that in 1958 an Act 
was passed to govern infants in this country. It was 
accepted up to last year that the Infants Act applied 
to legitimate and illegitimate children alike. 
Basically the Infants Act provide for the contracts 
of infants, the guardianship of infants, the protection 
of property owned by infants and so on, but last 
year it was decided by the Chief Justice of this 
country that the Infants Act of 1958 does not apply 7.r 
to illegitimate children. 1 think the Government 
should consider seriously an amendment to the 
Infants Act to make sure that it applies to illegitimate 
children a s  well. 
1.05 p.m. 

This Act briefly provides for the protection of b 

children after the parents have died, the protection 
of infants property and contracts made by infants. 
As I said, it was thought up until last year that it 
applied to illegitimate children, but the Chief Justice 
of this country gave a judgement accepting certain 
submissions made to him that it didnot in fact apply 
to illegitimate children; so that the position today is 
that the Infants Act of 1958 does apply to 
legitimate children but not to illegitimate children. 
We must now look at illegitimacy in the context of 
Barbados' society and no longer continue to look at 
it in the context of English society based upon 
English law. 

I think the time has come when, rather than 'I 

having piecemeal legislation you should have com- 
prehensive legislation which would remove the dis- 
tinction between legitimate and illegitimate children. 
The time has come when there must be legislation 
which would give the illegitimate child, the same 
rights a s  the legitimate child. was started a s  
f a r  back a s  1932 in the Legitimacy Act, and there 
have been amendments from time to time, but I 
should think that if  one is  to get away from any sort -+ 
of stigma whatsoever being attached to the illegiti- 
mate child, one has got to have this compr?hensive 
legislation done. 

Hon. N. W, BOXILL: If the hon. meinber would 
give way, he said that some judge gave a different 
ruling. I do not consider that all judges have this 
great amount of sense. (Mr. ELLIOTT MO TTLEY: 
I said the Chief Justice.) That i s  a different thin:, 
but judges give wrong decisions. People appeal from 
judges' decisions and go to the High Court and win 
the case. We all know that law is nothing orignal, 
because you bring a hook to a judge and tell him 
about a case that took place in 1312 and he gives a 
decision on that. I am not castigating anybody, but I 

) 
do not consider all judges to have the most in- 
telligence. 

The Act says that "parent" includes any person 
at  law liable to maintain a child, o r  entitled to his 
custody; and "person" includes any school o r  

4 



Lnatitution. It also says that "the minority of all 
mi;lee and females shall cease and determine within 
the Island at the age of twenty-one years, and every 
male and female of o r  arrivingat that age shall be af 
the age of majority as fully, freely, and effectually 
to all intents and purposes in the law, as he o r  she 
may o r  might have been by the law of England. I 
suppose you will hear somebody say I am trying to 
interpret the law, but I did not write this. This was 
written by the people who are  supposed to know law. 

C l a u s e  1 was  ca l l ed  and passed .  

C l a u s e  2 was  ca l l ed .  

Hen, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that Clause 2 stand Part* 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. ELLIOTT MO'TTLEY: Perhaps the hon. 

member would feel more at ease if I told him that 
the Chief Justice agreed with my submission and 
held that the Infants Act did not apply to illegitimate 
children. ( A s i d e s )  

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid there is too much 
cross talk. I am listening only to the hon. junior 
member for Bridgetown. 

Mr. ELLIOTT MOTTLE?!: Now, Sir, I think we 
must recognise that we have a society in which we 
have illegitimacy, and I believe that if one were to 
make any study of the West Indian society in the 

- Nineteenth Century, one would zet the imprzssion 
that under the slave system, because the slaves could 
not get married, when emancipation came and they 
were free, this was something instilled already in 
them and therefore the freed slaves continued to 
live a s  man and wife and in those circumstances did 
not :<et married. This is the background of our 
society which we must confess has to some extent 
a great deal of illegi_timacy in it, and therefore w2 
must recognise in Barbados that unlike the English 
society, because England did not for many years 
recognise the illegitimate child, we have got to 
le,qislate specially for our society. As I said, I zhink 
t! c t .-ij has come when the Sove rninent must pro- 
duce comprehensive legislation removing absolutely 
any distinction between legitimate and illegitimate 
children. 

While on this question of infants, in a s  much a s  
the voting age has been reduced to 18 years, itNwill' 
be the policy ef the Barbados t & u r  ?ady when we 
win the Government after the next elections, to re- 
duce the age of majority from 21 te  18 years which 
will bring it in line with the voting age. I need net 
put forward any real arguments in favour of this 
because I think hon. members will agree that if 
people are  allowed to vote at 18 years, and there are  
many other thinzs which they are allowed to do, then 
the age of majority should be reduced from 21 to 18 
years. 

T h e  question that the Bi l l  be  now read a second time 

w a s  put and resolved in the affirmative urithout d iv i s ion .  

On the motion o f  Hon. J ,  C. T U D O R ,  seconded b y  

Hon. C .  E. TALMA, Mr. S P E A K E R  lef t  the Chair  and the 

House went into Commi%(ee on the Bill  Mr. YEARWOOD in 

the Chair.  

Mr. ADAMS: I wonder if hon. membersopposite 
could give any idea a s  to the prospects for further 
amending Section 6 (a) of the Act to allow for the 
entry on the birth certificate of the father's name in 
the circumstances which I mentioned in the second 
reading. Could we hope that this would be referred 
to the legal officers at an early stage? 
1.15 p.m. 

If there was a possibility that they could come 
up with something in a week o r  two I would cven 
suggest lettin#? us wait until then; i f  tllerc i s  no 
possibility of that, could the ri~einkers tell us when? 
If it is agreed that it would be a good thin: for 
wlienever the Ma~is t ra tes '  Court m;kcs an order that 
the father's name bc then put on the bidh certificate, 
let us do it without dzlay. The reason i s  that it 
would be necessary to prove that somchdywas your 
father in order to succeed on an intestacy, the rcfore 
you should have a certif~cai.? with the narncs cjf t k  
people whom you can expect. to succeed on an 
intestacy. 

Hon. J. C. 'TiJDOK: Mr. Chairman, I would like 
to assist with that, but a question of procedure  low 

arises. We have passed tae second rcadll: and iv.2 

have passed one of the clauses in Cotnrnittec; I was 
going to suggest if there was some way in  w!ich this 
could be done, for us to halt these Committee pro- 
ceedings and have a Select Committee on the Bill. 
I *  do not know if this could be done at this sta;e. 
I 

Mr. ADAMS: I would move that for the ,surpose 
of Pinding a farm of words which would allow ar, 
adjudication of paternity to be entered on the birth 
certificate, and also a declaration by a Court of 
competent jurisdiction a s  to paternity, that further 
consideration of &is section be now postponed. The 
first point would be to allow an adjudication of 
paternity by a Magistrate's Court to be enterzd on a 
birth certificate. I deliberately used those words 
because when you make corrections on c e r t i f ~ c a ~ e s  
of birth and baptism you have to put in the margin 
of the Register the authority by which you make those 
corrections, so it would be presumed that you would 
have to put the finding of a Court. 

Secondly, to allow any declaration a s  to paternity 
made by a court of competent jurisdiction.  the^ is 
a difference between an adjudication and a declara- 
t ion. 

Mr. HINDS: ! r ise on a p i n t  of order, Mr. 
Chairman, and 1 should like to warn this Committee 



tha.: the su:~,glostion for  allowing an adjudication by a 
Magistra!e9s Cou,rl to St! entered sn a b;nh cerl.ifi- 
cate is, and ca.1 be,. an extreme:y d m g - n ~ s  one, 
for  the simple reason that a Magistrace's dsxision 
is not always based on k t ,  i t  is based on the 
e v i d e x e  that is pa:. bt? fore the Magistrate. Thczrz 
a r e  lots $3: cases related hereto w!1e re  jrou gi l l  find 
that a ma I night bz convicted .xfore  the Magis?.race 
and assumell to be the fa,ht?r of the child, the ly9ina I 
who ga?e zvide1.1ce again::! him ~ Q D ' N I ~  in tmeh and ..n 
f a 9  tha: he is no: the facher o,C the chlld, the ma I i s  
unable for  some reasam to p r o w  his i nmce i~se  there 
and then, a ~ d  pc r i m p  b?cal;:: of his financial p3sitio.l 
he is not ab:e to proceed w.i.th sn a?p:al., hence W?I~IC 

the Magisixa:e d ~ c i d e s  s m x i s  aga'ns; this mail, 
Ne ve rrheless, if we w5re to a d a p  thc s q p a t i o n  as 
is o f f e , rd  here, it wcj~ld mcan that the na:nr: of a 
man wlm i s  really and truly nor: the fa:her af a child 
would a p p a r  on the certificate, and it would come 
about partly $cause the man i s  not able to prosecute 
an appeal to a further court to prove his innocence, 
and in view of the fact that a Magistrate's decision 
is not always arr ived at o r  based on fact, one ought 
t o  be very, very careful in accepting this suggestion. 

Mr .  ADAM5: Mr. Chairma:1, the hon. me m h r  ha.; 
made an interesting p3int, but: I think the point has 
logic in it but perhaps it does not have understanding. 
in my view the number of wrong declarations of 
paternity ms3$-. by th'z Magistrate i s  infinitesimat 
compared with the nunlter  of times amarr iedman 's  
name appears on a birch carcificate for  a child of 
whom he i s  not the father. In nurntrrous cases wives 
leav? th?ir husbands and w?Izn th?y go to register  the 
birch of anoLher child, w k n  they a re  asked if thzy 
are mnrriFd and tb-. y a re  prepared to say that they 
a re  not li-ing with th8?lr husbands, the people at; the 
Registry a re  not concerned with this, they have ac- 
cording to the law to put down th? name of the hus- 
band. If the hon. mt?mb?r practised in the Courts, Mr. 
Chairman, he would b-. astonished ,at the number of 
situations where these certificates come in in hus- 
band and wife maintenance cases. The Priest,  a s  a 
rule, when the wife tells him at baptism that the hus- 
band is n x  the father, he putsdown the msiden name 
of the mothlr,  but at the Registry they can only take 
the husbmd's name. That i s  by no means unxminm,  
not to speak of the number of occasions where you 
have a b:rth certificate where the husband and wife 
a r s  living together and the child is not the husband's; 
that i s  much more frequent than the situation where 
th? Magistrate makes a wrong finding too. 

A11 the hon. junior member for  St. Pe t e r i s  say- 
ing is that the system is imperfect, but w!iat he is 
complaining about is that science has not yet devis3d 
the pzrfect way of telling who your father is, and that 
only maternity is certain. In the case of King James 
the Second, the old Pretender, even that was ques- 
tioned; a warming pan was supposed to have been 
pushed up underneath the Queen and the baby taken 
from the warming pan instead of the more orthodox 
receptacle, but this is mersly a diversion, Sir. The 
hon. m e d r  has a gaod point, and in a recent case 

I heard, I think i t  was one of the younger Magistrates, 
give what I thought was a most thoughtful and humam 
judgment; he said that al l  he could do was adjudicate 
on the evidence given before him, that the evidence 
was such, and he was going to adjudicate this man was 
the putative father. After all, he had bsen supporting 
the child for  four years  until a friend told him ap- 
parently that he was not the father and that the friend 
w35, and so on. The Magistrate said that he had 
ackn3w:edged i t  for  all those years  so  what was he 
w ~ r r i e d  about now. 
1.25 p.m. 

The hon. junior member for  Bridgetown has 
asked me to p2int out that, in Barbados, a wife can- 
not go in Court and give evidence that a child is not 
he r  husband's child. She cannot give any evidence; she 
cannot even say that she did n3t see  he r  husband fo r  
two years  before the birth of the child, b ~ c a u s e  that 
is evidence tending to illegitim~cjr and, therefore, at  
present fnn3missible in Barbados. It is a rule which 
th.? '?rown Law Officers s?lould consid-r repealing, 
k c a w e  i t  has been r e p ~ a l e d  in someof the most ci- 
vilised countries. Although the hon. memher makes a 
p i n t ,  I am sure  that the social good of being able 
to enter  the names of putative fathers as well as 
a.:knowledged and declared fathers would make the 
w,)rk of the Courts, of the legal practitioners and of 
laymcn much easier ,  when they have to determine w3o 
is the father of a child, if a certificate can be pro- 
duced showing the father's name. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairmaq, I feel that 
thzse proposed amendments to the Bill would be a 
great  improvement. It  is a fact that the Magistrate 
deals with normal cases involving the maintenance 
of children, affiliation ordel's, bastardy matters, 
etc., and he is the duly authorised legal authority who 
deals with such matters. It is truz that the exception- 
a l  case referred to by the hon, junior member for  
St. Pe ter  may ar i se  from time to time, but i t  will be 
one in every ten thmsmd.  I cannot agree that a 
Magistrate's adjudication in these cases should not 
bz given much waight. The second amendment will 
moet tho p3int raised by the hon. junior member for  
St. Peter.  A man can go tp the Court of compten t  
jurisdiction, but if he cannot appeal against a deci- 
sion, then justice has gone by the b ~ a r d .  It  is not pos- 
sible to introduce an amendment to coverevery case 
o r  contingency. This amendment will meet 99% of the 
pzople who n3w suffer. I feel that a Magistrate, who 
deals with these cases exclusively, will be able to 
deal with such matters. 

It is only in divorce cases that the High Court has 
to deal with infants, their education, maintenance and 
so on. Normdly it i s  the Magistrate who deals with 
these matters. I would support the amendments 
m w e d  by the hon. senior member for  St. Thomas. 
We should move that further consideration of the 
matter  b? postponed, at this stag?, in  o rde r  to have 
al l  of the points incorporated. Let us postpone further 
consideration of the matter, and refer  i t  to the Crown 
Law Officers who will be able to examine the pro- 
p ~ s a l s  mad? by the hon. member and submit the ne- 
cessary  amendment-s. 



Mr. ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, I beg to move that 
further  consideration of this Bill be postponed. 

Mr. ELLIOTT MOTTLEY: I b ~ g  to second that. 

T h e  question was put and resolved in the a f  firma- 

t ive without divis ion,  

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that Your Honour do now rep3rt pzogress and ask 
for  leave to s i t  again, 

Hon. C. E. TALM-4: I beg to second that. 

T h e  question was put and resolved in the a f f  irma- 

t ive without division, and Mr. CHAIRMAN reported to Mr. 

SPEAKER uho resumed the Chair and reported accordingly. 

I Hen. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I bzg to move 
that Item No. 8 be the next Order  of the Day. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I k g  to second that. 

T h e  question was put and resolved in the affirma- 

t ive without div ision. 

.-. Mr. SPEAK-CK: Order  No. 8 stands in the name 

of the Hon. Leader of the House, and i t  is to move 
the second reading of a Bill to amend the Affiliation 
Proceedings Act, 1963. 

AFFILATION PROCEEDINGS 
(AMENDM3NT) ACT, 1971 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, the purpose of 
this Bill is to provide a statutory defence for  Mr. X 
if Mr. Y's name h a p p n s  to ba on a birth certificate. 
Mr. X can, therefore, deny paternity by sayingthat a 
name other than his, appears on the birth certificate 
a.3 the father of the child. 

1 b e g  to rn0L.e that this B i l l  hc nolc read a second 

time, 

Hen. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
1.35 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe i t  was the Leader of tha 
House who said that this amendment follows from the 
amendmen? to the Registration of (Births, Baptisms 
and Burials) Act. However, Sir, I would have thought 
that now that the Government has seen fit to amend 
this legislation they would have amended the sections 
of this legislation which provided for  the payment of 
$5 per  week in respect of each child. This legisla- 
tion was passed in 1963, and I think the Government 
must bz aware f i r s t  of all  of devaluation and the in- 
creased cost of living etc., and must realise at  this 
stage that it is extrzmely difficult fo r  any child to 
survive on $5 a week. I would say that the time has 
corn? when the Government must seriously consider 
increasing this sum -perhaps to a total of $10, because 
what has happened in the interval is that there have 
bzen two salar ies  increases in the Civil Service, and 
Ministers and other members of the House have re - 
ceived more money. Government must seriously con- 
pider this, and I wmld like, rather  than having two 

se ts  of legislation, f o r  the Government to consider 
postponing this and deciding wh'ether o r  not the 
amount of maintenance should be increased, because 
this Bill cannot have any effect until the other  Bill 
has been passed, and therefore no deiay would be 
caused by postponing this. If you do accept that the 
money to be paid bj a man who has been found by a 
magistrate to be the putative father of a child should 
be a sum not exceeding, let  u s  say, $10, i t  does not 
of necessity mean that the magistrate would automa- 
tically put $10 on him; i t  onlygives the Court the right, 
if the man is earning such a salary, to impose main- 
tenance of $10 a week on him. If this  is done in re- 
spect of this, the Government may well consider 
that it must be done in respect of married women's 
maintenance. The time has  also come when areview 
must be made of the amount of money paid by a hus- 
band who has deserted his wife o r  who has been 
proved guilty of wilful neglect in the support of his 
children. 

Sir, when this was passed originally in 1963, one 
had to look at i t  in the context of the sa lar ies  and the 
cost of living in that year. When that is don? and i t  
is com3arsd with the sa lar ies  now received and the 
cost of living of today, I am certainthat the Govern- 
ment would agree with me that tbz timi, has come 
when we must increase the amount of mmey  to be 
paid by a putative father, and also consequent upon 
that the amount of money to be paid by a husband who 
has deserted his children and who is guilty of wilful 
neglect of maintenance of his children o r  who has 
deserted his wife. I would seriously ask the Govern- 
ment to consider this. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, I an1 wonder- 
ing if the hon. mnniberwho has just sa t  down 1s really 
serious. It is true we al l  know that $ 5  cannot ade- 
quately support a child, but it is also trcle that if we 
w3re to accept th~? h3n. nwmixr ' s  proposal to raise 
the fee for  a child to $10, we would have more pri- 
sont-rs than we hav2 n?rma1 pa$e walking ah3.r. 

Mr. ELLIOT r MO TTLEY. On a p>*n' of order ,  I 
do n3t think the hon. momber would a?p-eciate the 
point I made. I did not say to increase it to $10; 1 
said to a sum not exceeding $10. This would not 
necessarily mean that if a p3rson is found to be the 
putaeive father of a child that he w w l d  be automati.- 
cally ordered to pay $10. There would have to be a 
means test  and this would depend on his earnings. 
If he is a hotel worker o r  somebody like this working 
f o r  $50 a wzek, it may well b? that hz may have to 
pay it. If he is only working for$15 per wzek, i t  may 
very well be that he can only pay $2 a week. My sug- 
gestion is that it be increasedto a sum not exceeding 
$10. 

Hon. N, W. BOXILL: I do not know if the hon, 
member is trying to capture the votes of the young 
ladies, but I want him 5 0  understand that when h~? talks 
a b u t  th,? ladies' man, h? is talking to me. Howzver, 
we have to bz real is t ic  in this society in which we 
live. If the father  of a child intends to support that 
child, whether you put $1.00, $5 o r  $20 on him and 
he real ises i t  is his child, he is not going to wait for  



my Magistrate'e court to tell him to find this child. 
The hon, member is forgetting that we have a lot of 
cassanovas living in our society, and I am a taxpayer. 
A sum of $344,88 is taken out of my salary before I 
get it, and that is nothing to do with what I have to 
pay for  my car. I s  the hon. member asking me then 
to support an army of prisoners, because if a man 
cannot...... 

Mr. E LLTOTT MOTTLEY: On a p i n t  of order, I 
am not asking the hon. member to support any armp 
of prisioners because what the hon. member does not 
seem ,:o understand is that when these men refuse to 
support their children, the Government must support 
them z~ut of the welfare grants  a.ldout of direct taxa- 
tion. Whether they a r e  being supported through the 
City Council o r  through welfare grants, they a re  still  
now receiving your money &cause of the failure of 
the fathers to support them adequately. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Not necessarily, Mr. 
Sp:aker. I do not agree with the hon. mcmtxr ,  !x- 
ca-lse as  I poln;ed our ea:rl ie ;r ia .I :it?Sn:e, a w m a n  
som~s : ime .; fin& herself in pregnancy, and in going to 
g?t s:lgs.r for  this child shz finds herself with a13thcr 
o r  a twin, A man msy have awoma? with a clild, bll: 
the TWD ~f them cannot get al-ong a.ly loi.l~er. He msy 
be a porter wr i t ing  for  $25 a w x k ,  h~? is a nl2rlna.l 
man m d  he g3e; a.111 lives with another wona.?. Shz 
find; herself pregilanc to3; so those a r e  two children 
he has to suppori. Let us ass-ltne he is paying $5 for  
th? firs! ch!.ld. He is now s.~?porting the home in 
which he i s  living with this other woina.1. She gecs 
an12:her child mi this ma'ces c h r e  chlldrea tho: he 
has to s u p p r c  on $25. W!? krlow fl,? have a w l f a ~  
state and we cannot get out of it,and the las:: persoa 
to speak against this shal);ll.d bt: the hon, junior m?m- 
b e r  for  Bridgeto1~:i. (/Is i dcs )  I would never have said 
that. 
1.45 p.m. 

H3w does the hon, me r n h r  expect this ma? ~ 1 1 3  

is working for  $3:3 ;z we.:!c i:o keep 3 hone with three 
children a111 a wo.na.1, aloxg with himself, perhaps 
plying $7 a wesk to a court f o r  another child when 
the week cam. ; ?  This hon.. mzlnb?r  is creating a 
situ.3tion here for  LI 3 #  no: 03ly for  the Go.~erumc-: .li- but 
for  the whole ecowmy, b2za:lse if w!~.?n the time 
comzs to pay this :noile.jr the Writ S e m e r g ~ e a  to :he 
ma? and the msn te!ls him to come back eht? next 
Wn.=l  ,$-,<; and then o x  of his childrzll takzs ill so that by 

the next week hi: still  cannot pay and he is takzn to 
prison, you put that man out of a job and yo2 als::, pu.: 
that womm and those. chjld.r?il 3ut of brtad. Do no: 
t ry  to gzt votes by bringing up these things, I w ~ n l d  
be happy if the amoun'. is raised to a lot may? tha.3 
$10 per child, bat we a.r? living in a so:ie;y that is 
rather  par. Wases in Barl?a.fq..are rather  low, s!:, 
h o l ~  call the hon. memljzr axpedd us  a.s reaponsibk 
people to crea:e m12 re  hardships? You would thea be 
encou'raghg women to mak? child bearing a.l inirest- 
m a r ,  this is what the hon.,memb?rwould be trying to 
do. As another ilon. memb2r has said, this would be a 
career  because women woilld try to see how mnny 
children they can geC in o r d l r  to see  how much money 
they can see, 

The hon. m e l n h r  seemv to forger that we wou?.d 
then have to bc su7portin3 not only the man in prison, 
bu:: then ws? woald havd to su?port the children for  
whom he was put in prison and those for  whom he 
was not sent to p r i sm,  and the womm as  well be- 
cause she wauld then come and tell  you that she is not 
working and has to support the children, so when hon. 
members on the opposite side a r e  making these 
points they must study carefully what they a r e  saying. 
I am aot saying for  one moment that $5.00 is enough 
to support a child, but what I am p in t ing  out to the 
hon. member i s  that very few fathers stick to what the 
law states. Some p o p l e  go to Court because they a re  
scamps and they want to run around and create 
problems for  people, o r  that they feel within them- 
selves that they have been pushed into this situation. 
Any father, especially now that you have f ree  Second- 
a ry  education, i s  happy to support his child to the 
best of his ability because the childmayget a schol- 
arship and you will hear  how proud the father is of the 
children when they do this. 

We cannot accept what the hon. member says 
about jum?ing this from $5 to $10; we know i t  is too 
low, because i t  cannot support a child adequately, 
but the number of cases in which this can happen, 
a s  I pointed out to the hon. mcmJkr ,  is if a man feels 
i t  is his child there is nothing to prevent him from 
supporting the child, so he supports the child, but if 
you go and impose this kindof jurisdictionto pay $10, 
yo3 a re  creating an armp of p r i s o m r s  and then WE! 

w;ll have to come for  mo r e  moncj  because prisoners 
a r e  eating very good nowadays. Then we will have to 
get more mmey  to feed the children and the reputed 
wife; furthermore, we have p ~ t  this m5rl out of a job 
and nobody is gains to hold a job _'or him -..~til he 
come:; back. This argxncnt holds g3od alywfi13re in 
this s~x ie ry .  

A men who is woricing fo r  $30 a wazk a ld  has 
thrce children living in a house with a w ~ m d ~ ,  and 
probably has mvre outside, tannot afford to pay this 
$10. (Asid2s). Nobxiy has told the man to get them, 
but do you think any ugly mnn wants to see a child 
looking like himself? They do not get the children 
deliberately, they go to have fun and children come 
along. Poor people do n3t de l ik ra t e ly  go to get 
children, but they cannot go o ~ t  to the theatre and 
the night clubs, so they stay at  home end console each 
other, and the poorzr the people a re  the m w e  chil- 
dren theyhave. We must be realistic, and we are  
dealing with a society that has not reached the stage 
yet where we can afford this kind of thing. The hon. 
memlkr  might talk what he likes, b i ~ t  I am not going 
to accept that at all, because I live in this society, too. 

I agree with the hon. mem,kr ,  but we cannot 
jump this from $5 to $10; the man might be renting 
a house at  $6 o r  $8 a week. Do not ask me w!io told 
him to get the children, because there a re  very few 
of us who deliberately set  out to get children, 
these things happen. Sometimes you use contrac 
tives and you still get children, so  these a r s  the 
kind of problems you are  faced with in this society. 
It  is not that we a re  against women getting m3rs 
money for  children, but we also do notwant to make 
this a lucrative trade for  women. 



Mr. ERNEST MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the 
hon. member who just sat  down forgets this. What 
the hon. junior member for  the City has suggested 
would be a means test, not exceeding $10. This is all 
well and good; a s  it is now it is a means test before 
the Magistrate. I speak wlth some expzrience inthis 
matter; I rememb,.r, Mr. Speaker, listening to an 
apglication from a woman who had three children and 
I suggested, af ter  the Committee hadgone through the 
application, that the man give the children $2 each 
per  week. The woman objected to this on the ground 
that the manwasworkingwiththe people at  the deep 
water  h a r b ~ u r ,  and I did not think he should have 
given m2re than $2 a w?ek for eazh child. She took 
the man to Courr and she got the Magistrate to ca'l 
on the people at  the deep water harbour to bring in 
what he was warking for  and he wasgetting $210 per  
month; a re  you telling me that he should not be asked 
to pay $107 If the hon. member would realise that 
this is a msans test  - i t  was on my instigation that 
the amount was increased to $5. I say this, any decent 
man will support his children wherever they com? 
from, and if you a re  worthless you will not want to 
support them* Years ago, and I have seen this, a 
policeman was getting $90 a month; i t  is just a ques- 
tion of a means test,  he was married and had children 
outside and could not afford to give them any $5.00 
a week. I agree with you there, but if a Minister o r  
Member of this Parliament, one of these youngvirile 
memkers, got a child outside, a re  you su;gssting 
he could not give i t  $10.00 a week? Are you suggest- 
ing the Magistrate wou',d have th? authority to tell  him 
he should give it $10.03 aweekbecause he is working 
f o r  $650 a month? 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: The hm.  member is dealing 
with a case in isolation, I cannot deal with cases in 
isolation. 
1.55 p.m. 

Mr. ERNEST M3TTLEY: The Magistrate should 
be in a position to make a man pay $10 a week to sup- 
pa a child, if he can affordto do so When a Magis- 
t rate  asks a m z n  wtiether b: is working for  $10 a 
week and hi3 says no, t'len the woman will have to 
bring evidence to show what hz is working for. If 
the man has a wife o r  children from another woman 
and he has to support them, thsn the Magistrate will 
take those things into consideration and ar r ive  at 
how muchhe should give the child involved in the 
case befor2 him. With the recent increase in salar ies ,  
a r e  you saying that the amognt should remain at $5 
a w.?ek? It must b: r e m r m i x ~ c f  that we are  not only 
legislatingfor porters  and labourers and that prom's - 
cuity exists  in other s$ctions of the society. Let 
me say that if Mr. Pile was put b:fore the Court for  
the maintenance of an illegitimate child, the Magistrate 
cannot charge him more than $5.00 a wzek. If Your 
Honour was taken to the court to maintain an illegiti- 
mate child the Magistrate could not charge youmore 
'&an $5.00 a week. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The sitting is now automatically 
.suspended until 2.39 p.m. 

QUESTION TIME 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is now Question Time. Ques- 
tion No. 141 stands in the name of the hon. and 
learned senior member for  St. Thomas, and i t  is to 
b? found on the right hand column of page 9. 

REVISION OF THE LAWS OF BARBADOS 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, to  enquire of th.2 
appropriate Minister: - 

When will the nevv edition of the Laws of Barba- 
d x  b? ready; and what steps a re  being taken to r e -  
vise and re-yb!ish subsidiary legislation? 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, the reply is a s  
follows: - 

1. No definite date can be given when the new 
edition of the Laws of Barbados will be ready b ~ t  
s teps a re  being taken to have the new edition ready 
a s  soon a s  possible a s  explained in the Statement 
on the Progress  of the Barbados Law Revision laid 
in Parliament. 

2. Negotiations a re  at  present taking place for  
the appointm2nt of a Commissioner f o r  the revision 
and re -publishing of subsidiary legislation. 

Mr. ADAM5: Mr. Speaker, will th? hon. memhzr 
give an assurance that, wllerz a memhzr has asked 
a question, thz effective answer be givenfirst to that 
m e m ~ k r  rather  than to the newspaper, o r  to the gen- 
e r a l  public, a s  has happ?ned with the statemznt re -  
lating to this matter  last  week? 

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: I will give that general assur -  
ance. I will add that I hadhop2dto give thz answer to 
this question in Parliament last  week, but I cannot 
remember if the hon. m e m k r  was in his place on 
the last  occasion. 

Mr. ADAMS: I was in my place last  week after  
the statement had k e n  laid, butwedid not reach my 
question. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: ?h+: hon, mtcmher is correct.  

Mr. SPdAKER: It is my recollection thatwe did 
not have time to deal with certain questions and the 
replies thereto. 

(2.destion No. 146 standing in the name of the 
same hon. and learned membzr. It will be found on 
page 11 left hand column. 

DZL4YS AT SEAWELL AIRPORT 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, to enquire of the appro- 
priate Minister': - 

I s  the Minister aware that grea t  delays a re  
sometimes occasioned to passengers arriving a t  Sea- 



wbll Airport by reason of the absence of a sufficient 
numlxr  of officers checking for  Healthpurposes; and 
will the Minister see  to i t  that at  least  two Health 
Officers a r e  present whenever 50 o r  m o m  passen- 
g e r s  are expected to arr ive? 

Hon, C. E. TALMX: Mr. Speaker, the reply is 
a s  follows:- 

"Observations made on several occas io~- ,  since 
recent changes at  the Airpart have shown that delay 
for  Health Checks is minlmal for  p a s s e n p r s  whs2 
have completed th13ir E/D forms and hold valid 
vaccination certificates. More than two officers a re  
assigned to duty when heavy traffic is expxted." 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, a s  a supplementary, 
will the Minister say what he means by minimal? Is  
the Minister awarz that the Healthofficer has to take 
a passport o r  travel folder of some sor t  from a per- 
son heavily en2amikred with hand baggage; ht? has to 
open it, bxailst. vzry often thsse persons have their 
hands occupied, and i f  this is don? a s  thoro~ghly  a s  
i t  is a: present done at Seawdl, p o p l e  will find them- 
selves queueing in the hot sunwhile one Health Officer 
opens each one, turns over the pages, and so on. 
2.49 p.m, 

Hon. C. E. TALM-4: Mr. Speaker, probably th- 
hm.  memh-r i s  re fer r ins  to canditions which have 
b x n  ramedied fairly recently, b.it these conditions do 
n3t ob:ain today in that owing to th? alterations and 
improvements to the Airport, the objections an3 diffi- 
culties which th(3 hon. memixr  did bring to the axen- 
tion of the Hou;e have now Seen remkdied. His 
quzstion was good at the time wlien asked, b ~ t  in th- 
interim ~cersain im,,rovem?n:s and renwations have 
k e n  lnacie and the system has been improved; so the 
i~f ,n .  mi:mber can share s9m8: measure of credit in 
t i e  ~mpro.iem?nts wliich have taken pla2e. 

Air. ADXW: Mr. Speaker, I thxnkthe hon. mem- 
bz r  for  his kind codession and avoidance but will 
the Minister take steps to see that just occasionally 
m?mi)?rs of tho Government travel through tb-. o r -  
dinary r~cepcion chnnnels a t  Seawell A i r p r t  so that 
they can see for  themselves what occa;ionally goes 
on. I do not think it is a matterwhere they deliberate - 
ly avoid it, but if just once ortwice they would pass, 
i t  would put everybody on his toss. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Spak?r ,  do th~? replies of 
the ' ~ i n i s t e r  refer  "to imm:gation and health at  the 
same time? 

Hon. C. E. TALWL: I did not quite hear  what was 
said. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, do the replies of the 
Minister r e f e r  to immigration and health at the sacme 
time? 

Hon. C. E. TALM44: Forth? buntzfit of hon. mem- 
bsrs, I will read my reply again. 

"Observations made on several occasions since 
recent changes at  the A i r p ~ r t  have shown that delay 

f o r  Health Ch,jcks is m h i m a l  fo r  passengers who 
have completed their  E/D forms and hold valid 
vaccination certificates, More than two officera am 
assigned to duty when heavy traffic is expected," 

Immigration is a different matter,  This is in 
connzction with Public Health Officers. We in the 
Ministry after invest igat ih~ this matter,  felt that 
delays occas loxd  to passengers arriving at  th? Air- 
port with valid vaccination certificates a re  not due 
to an ~ns~l'ficien': n u n b r  of Health Officers. It ap-  
pears  there is some codusion exisring in the pu5 - 
lic's mind b2tween health checks and imtn ig ra t io~  
checks which a re  quite disrinct p r a e d u r e s ,  b ~ t  
generally delays at th? A i r p a  a re  minimsl. P r o p x  
hnalth 2h:~ks protect the coantrqr and i t s  visitors 
and thi: Govzrnment th-nks that the total time t a k m  
by a visitor to pass t h r u d h  the incomjng a rea  a 
Seawell compares very favourablywith any other Air- 
p3n with slmllar  ~rhFFic l o ~ d s ,  and is fas ter  tha t  
ms n j. When s larg: n ln'xr 0,' visitors is t.xpcted, 
nv,~ and u s l d l y  three Health Officers a r e  a.;sigiled 
to du'y; b.ut observations have showll thzt health and 
immigration checks are  m3re often ths? no: c o x -  
p l e~ed  before the luggage has arrived inthe b~ilding.  
Tht: rsaent chmgss  at the Airport have res~l ' ted in 
bc:ter organisstio.1 of the s p a x  and traffic flow so 
a s  ro p r i n i t  m3re space fo r  incoming p lsscnzers  
before they ~ a c h  the Health Officers, b ~ t  th- health 
do3ks are  still  too c l o s ~  to thc e n t r a l x  DP the a r r i -  
val s building. Very sften delays a re  caused by ths 
pa wqprs  them=elves who fail  to complete their 
l a d i n g  cards. 

Mr. AQAVlIS. As a further sl~pp1em:nta-y, will 
the Mnis t e r  r e ~ i e q  the w!lo!e qlt?stion 3f laxlmg 
card37 Why is i t   yo^ a19 to zvery  Europem c a m -  
t ry  o r  chc U.S A, withq3d alalding card and a 1s x ~ l y  
us p3r s ~ F f e r ~ n 2  Cdomals  ~ h a i  f1n3 -t nece;sary? 

Is  the Minisxer awsr? that a;? official from Y;le 
B.ritish High Commission has informally advised the 
immigration tmltro1 persons here tha: landing car33 
a.r.. aot necessary to obtain proper immigration statis- 
tics, a;ld ha:; offer.?il co assis t  the Im-liSracioa De- 
partment in establishing a form c.! immignsloii cm- 
trol  without the use of landing cards? 

=a 
Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, is the Minister aware 

that the landing cards required st  Seam!l Airport a r e  
chiefly the res;llt in these days of hijacking? 

Hon, J. C, TJDOR: I certainly did -13: know chis, 
but it would bt? difficult for  me co understand why this 
should be so in view of the fact that landing cards 
were in use lonz bzfore hijacking k c a r n e  prevalent.. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Spzaker, is the Minister aware 
that passengers, even Barbadians leaving S e a w l l  
Airport havt their l a ~ d i n g  cards exarn ixd  bjr a s p -  
cia1 i m x i g r a t i o ~  officer? This was introduced less 
th'a.1 a week ago, and ths reason given is bzcause of 
the number o: hijackings. 

Hon. J. C. TLJDOlI: If this wodd i l dp  to a h l i s h  
hi jacking, I am certainly for  it. I do not see  h,a;v i t  
could help if this is what i t  is designed to do. 



Mr. ADAMS: Could any of the Ministers say ex- 
actly what would happen if I presented myself at Sea- 
well Airport and refueed to fill out a landing card? I 
would like to know what warrant of law there is for  a 
policeman to tell me I cannot come back to Barbados. 
I will do it one of these days too, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not convinced that is a prop- 
e r  supplementary. 

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I know of no 
law that could prevent a natioml of this country from 
returning to Barbados. 

Mr. SPBAKRR: The reply to Parliamentary 
Question No. 154 will bs laid on th~z Table of this 
House. Question Time has not expired. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I have been in- 
formed that the Replies to two questions asked by the 
hon. junior member for  St. Peter  have been given, 
but that on Your Honour's direction they were held 
over for supplementaries. I have not beentoldwhich 
two they a r e  because I was not present in the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am grateful to thz hon. mem- 
bzr, I am informed by the Clerk that they are  Nos. 
120 and 123. 
2.50 :).ma 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: The reason why I rose, Mr. 
Speaker, was that I was only reminded of this on my 
way in from lunch, and therefor2 I do not have the 
files with me, and if the hm. m e m b ~ r  w o ~ l d  like to 
p ~ ;  them off until nexr week I will bring in thaz in- 
form~.tion. 

Mr. SP%.AKER: Nos. 120 and 123 will remaln m 
thbz Ordtsr P a p s  for  next week. That completes ques- 
tions andwe now revert to Private Members' Business. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS 

Mr. k 3 A M 5 :  The principal item with which w5 
would like to proceed is No. 16, but I would draw rho 
attention of hon. msmb?rs to Item Vo. 1 which seems 
p r h a p s  to b? a little bit su-~erseded, and now thal the 
hon. senior membzr for  St. Joseph is in his seat I 
would like to ask if he wishes to continue his speech 
which would be on last year's budget, o r  whether 
perhaps the Question could now be put and get i t  off 
the Order Paper. I woxld like to close it, Sir, it is too 
old. I move that Order No. 1 be the f irst  Order of th,? 
Day. 

Mr. ELLIOTT MOTTLEY: I beg to second that. 

T h e  question w a s  put and resolved in the affirma- 

t i ve  without div is ion.  

Mr. SPEAKER: When this matter was beinglast 
debated the hon. senior member for  St. Thomas re- 
sumed debate on this Resolution re the Financial 
Statement and Budgetary Proposals of the Minister 
of Finance for the year 1970-71.InJune 1970 the hon. 
junior member for St. Peter  concluded his speech 

and the hon, senior member for St, Joseph was 
speaking when Private Members' Business came to 
an end. Would the hon. senior membcr fo r  St. Joseph 
intimate whether he p r o p s e s  to coc;inue'his address? 

Mr. SMITH: The only way I would finish that is 
if I had the apparatus, but I am not prepared to con- 
tinue without the apparatus because I will not be 
heard. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I do not think any 
other hon. member has risen to speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, senior memhzr for St. 
Thomas may exercise his right of final reply. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Spzaker, I have forgotten the 
circumstances in which I rose to move this motion 
in the f irst  place, b ~ t  now I am .reminded bythe hon. 
senior member for St. Jos;33h and 1 think that 
hon. m e m k r s  will record the circumstances of this 
Budget Speech as  an unfortunate chapter in the his- 
tory of the House of Assembly, andone which at least 
will certainly be closed next year  for  ever since I 
think wc can safely say that the electors of St. Josc;ill 
showed their opinion of it in the event of a few months 
p ~ v i o u s l y .  I would urge oa all hon. mornkers to su? - 
port the R,?solution which reads: - 

BE IT RESOLVED that this House notes the 
Financial Statement and Budgetary Proposals of the 
Minister of Finance for  the Fiscal year 1970-71 laid 
before this Honourable House on the 12th May, 1970, 
but deplores the taxation proposals mentioned 
therein: and especially 

(a) the increased cost arising therefrom to the 
building industry; 

(b) the increase in the cost of motoring; 

(c) the fact that a more considered approach 
to the taxation of the tourist industry has not been 
adopted. 

I would ask hon. members to support this 
Re solution. 

T h e  question that this Resolution d o  now pass was 
put and resolved in the negat ive ,  the House dividing a s  

fol lows:  

NOES: Hon'bles J. C, TUDDR, C. E. TALMA; 
Messrs. W. R. LOWE, R. St.C. WEEKES, J. W. 
CORBIN, C. A. E. HOPPIN and L. E. SMITH - 7. 

AYES: Messrs. W. C. B. HINDS, E L L I O P  
MOTTLEY and J. M. G. M. ADAMS - 3 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Resolution is now lost. 
3.00 p.m. 

Mr. HINDS: On a point of privilege, Mr. Speaker. 
I asked the Clerk-at-the -Table to supply me with a 
copy of my speech in this Honourable House on 
Tuesday last, and the Clerk has intimated tome that 



the Chief Reporter has  informed him that permission 
will have to be sought from Your Honour. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That permission can only be 
granted in the light of the ruling of the Debates 
Committee to which I will instruct the Clerk to re- 
f e r  and act thereon. 

Mr. HINDS: A member can always see his 
speech, Sir. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, why cannot a 
member see his own s p ~ e c h ?  I think he should not 
see the speeches of other members. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I entirely agree that there is no 
reason why he cannot see his speech. I am now ad- 
vised that the Reporter i s  seeking the speech. That 
is what I am advised by the Clerk-at-the Table. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, if a speech is made 
in this House last Tuesday, the original copy is sent 
to the Printers  and the Reporter has the duplicate 
copy and he takes more than half an hour to find it, 
then he should be sent from this place. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, may I suggest, that 
the hon. m e m ~ k r  ei ther  ask the Clerk to go, o r  to 
go with the Clerk, and see what is the delay. He 
would then be in a k t t e r  position to enlighten the 
House in five minutes a s  to what is causing the 
delay. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am reminded that, while the 
House is sitting, the Reporters a r e  working con- 
tinuously either here o r  in their office. I s  there any 
objection to a short suspension? 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, there a re  a nurnlxr 
of private Resolutions which we would like to get 
through. I beg to move that Item No. 3 be the next 
Order of the Day. 

Mr. SPEAKER: During which time I will instruct 
the Clerk to expedite the matter. Iwonderif the hon. 
junior member for  St. Pe ter  would care  to join him? 

Mr. HINDS: No, Sir. I do not think it becomes 
me. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Item No. 3, under Private Mem- 
bers' Business, is the next Order  of the Day, and 
i t  stands in the name of the hon. senior  membm for  
St. Joseph, and i t  is to resume debate on a Reso- 
lution re payment to Inspectors of Motor Vehicles 
(Grade One) of the Ministry of Communications and 
Works fo r  ex t ra  duties, 

RESOLUTION re PAYMENT OF OVERTIME 
TO INSPECTORS OF MOTOR VEHICLES 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I suppose that, in 
rising, I will be regarded as having spoken already 
on this Resolution. My purpose is not to speak on the 
mer i t s  of the Resolvtion, b . ~ t  to ask the Government 
exactly what has happened since the 14th May last  

year  when the hon. junior member for  St. George 
seconded the Motion of the hon. senior member for  
St. Joesph who, of course, has already spoken and 
will not be able to speak again until he winds up the 
debate. 

As I understand it, the Resolutionwas postponed 
to enable the Government to go into the matter, and 
the hon. junior member for  St. Thomas was speaking 
when consideration was postponed. I should like the 
Government to let  u s  know whether there is any 
further  step to k taken in the matter. It is a matter  
of overtime for  the Motor Vehicle Inspectors. The 
Resolution merely calls on the Government to con- 
s ider  the inconveniences and embarrassment that 
these said Inspectors have to undergo when engaged 
in such ext ra  duties working al l  round the clock 
(Bank Holidays, Sundays included) and a re  not per-  
mitted to receive overtime. 

Mr. Speaker, one would i rnag in~  that the fact 
that the Minister of Communications and Works took 
part in the debate indicated that the Governmentwas 
considering the matter. Although I did n3t take part 
in the moving o r  seconding of this Resolution, I 
would urge that the Resolution be now passedand let  
the whole process of consideration and consultation 
with the appropriate Civil Service authorities con- 
tinue. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I know what 
the Resolution is about, but I cannot remember what 
was the attitude of the then Minister of Commimica- 
tions and Works who was speaking when the Resolu- 
tion was postponed. The Ministerwillbe coming back 
here in a few minutes, and I think we can deal with 
another item in the meantime. I would not like to 
anticipate what the Minister would say. Since the 
Resolution was put on the Agenda another Minister 
is now dealing with the matter. I would suggest that 
we leave the mat te r  until the Minister returns, and 
we can then resume consideration of it. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I had given way. I 
move that further conside ration of the Resolution 
be now postponed. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I bzg to second that. 

The  question was  put and resolved in the affirma- 

t i v e  uithout div is ion.  

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that 
Item No. 5 bz the next Order  of the Day. 

Mr. ELLIOTT MOTTLEY: I beg to second that. 

The  question was  put and resolved in the affirma- 

t i ve  without div is ion.  

RESOLUTION re REQUESTING GOVERNMENT TO 

SET UP A COMMISSION OF ENQUlRY re 
INCREASE IN COST OF SOFT 

AERATED BEVERAGES 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order  No. 5 stands in the name 
of the hon. junior member for  Bridgetown, and i t  is 



to resume debate on a Resolution requesting Gov- 
ernment to set  up a Commission of Enquiry re the 
increase in the cost of soft aerated beverages. When 
this matter was previously discussed on the 10th 
February, 1970, the hon. junior member for the 
City moved that the Resolution do now pass. The 
senior member for  St. James seconded the motion 
and spoke. On motion of Hon. J. C. Tudor, seconded 
by Hon. K. N. R. Husbands, further consideration 
was postponed. Then on the 17th February, 1970, 
Hon. G. G. Fergusson spoke, the senior member for 
Christ Church spoke and moved that further con- 
sideration be now postpmed. Hon. k DaC. Edwards 
seconded the motion and was speaking at 4.30 p.m. 
when Private Members' Business came to an end. 
3.10 p.m. 

Does any other hon. member desire to speak 
' before the hon. junior member for  Bridgetown makes 

his reply? 

Mr. ELLIOTT MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, seeing 
that no other hon. member is desirous of speaking, I 
rise to say that I recall that when this Resolution 
came before the House, the manufacturers of soft 

' drinks in this country had arbitrarily and without any 
sor t  of consideration for  thqz consumer increased the 
retail and wholesale prices of soft drinks. I recall 
that at one stage the Government had given the 
Opposition an assurance that this matter would b2 
taken up by the Price Control Boardwhichthey were 
in the process of setting up. I do not know whether 
this matter has yet received the attention of that 
Board, and due to the undertaking given by the Gov- 
ernment that this matter would come before the 
Price Control Commission, I do not propose to press 
this Resolution. I am therefore asking leave to with- 
draw the Resolution. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. junior member for 
Bridgetown is asking for  leave to withdraw this 
Resolution standing in his name. If there be no 
objection, leave will lx granted. 

There k i n g  no objection, leave is granted the 
hon. member to withdraw this Resolution. 

RESOLUTION re SUITABLE BUILDING NEAR 
QUEEN ELIZABETH HOSPITAL FOR 

HOUSING FORMER INMATES OF 
ALMSHOUSES 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Resolution stands in the 
name of the hon. senior member for  St. Joseph, and 
it is to resume debate on the passingof a Resolution 
relating to the spending of money on a suitable 
building near the Queen Elizabeth Hospital for  the 
purpose of housing all the persons who were formerly 
inmates in the Almshouses in the parishes of St. 
Joseph, St. Andrew, St. James, St. John and St. 
George. 

When this Resolution came before the House, the 
hon. senior member for St. Joseph moved and spoke 
and i t  was seconded by the hon. junior member for 
St. James, then tho hon. senior member for Christ 

Church spoke and the hon. junior m e m k r  fo r  
Christ Church was speaking at 3.45 p.m. when 
Private Members' Time expired. On 20th January, 
1970, the hon. junior member f o r  Chfist Church 
concluded his speech and the hon. junior member 
for  St. Peter  was speaking when Private Memjkrs' 
Business expired. He then concluded his speech on 
the 27th January, 1970, and on motion of the hon. 
junior member for  Christ Church seconded by the 
hon. junior member for  St. Lucy, further considera- 
tion was postponed. 

Does any other hon. member, who has not yet 
spoken, care to resume? The Hon. Leader of the 
House had merely seconded the motion that further 
consideration be postponed. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, if I may speak 
with leave. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no objection. k t  the 
junior m e m ~ k r  for  Christ Church speak. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, it is a fact 
that the terms of this Resolution have done a very 
useful service in that it has helpzd in highlighting 
the congestion which is at present experienced at 
certain District Hospitals, and appropriate measures 
a re  being taken, though not necessarily along the 
lines suggested here, to remedy this situation. As 
hon. members will remember, the District Hospitals, 
formerly known a s  Infirmaries were reduced from 
eleven to five, and hon. members will also fully 
realise that many of these old infirmarieswzre very 
dilapidated buildings; so the suggestion of retaining 
more than five was not a feasible proposal. All I am 
saying, Mr. Speaker, is that, we have inspectedthese 
old infirmaries and a decision was taken to reduce 
the number to five, and I am makingit clear that the 
other six were worm-eaten buildings like the ones in 
St. George, St. James, St. Peter  and so on, which 
would need rebuilding. 

The policy of the Government inview of the con- 
gestion which does ar ise  mainly in the St. Michael's 
District Hospital and in a few other places is to add 
wings to the existing buildings, and we have in- 
cluded money in the Estimates forthat purpose. Over 
and above that, we have started building old peoples' 
homes and one has been built at the Pine so far ,  and 
the policy will. be to build more in various housing 
areas. A little relief will take place by removing 
paying patients, couples o r  people wh:, a r e  common 
law man and wife, o r  the m ~ s t  suitable ones to ease 
the congestion from these District Hospitals. We 
have just been conducting a survey and i t  is the in- 
tention of the Government to see that the well 
patients are  separated from the ones who a r e  ill. 
General speaking, the terms of this Resolution can 
properly be said to have borne some fruit in that i t  
has caused the Government to look into this matter 
more thoroughly and we are taking the necessary 
steps to remedy the situation, but the Government 
is not in favour of the suggestion that a building 
should be put outside the Ween Elizabeth Hospital 
fo r  this specific purpose. It will be done a s  I have 



just intimated by establishing old peoples' homes in 
various housing areas  island-wide in order  to house 
primarily the ones paying maybe $5 o r  $10 to the 
institution and any of the other patients for  that 
matter, and we are  thidcmg more in terms of 
couples who unfortunately find themselves a s  
common law husband and wife. The matter is there- 
fore being attended to, and very soon the old peo- 
ples' home at  the Pine will be open, and the Welfare 
Department is at  present working on the selection 
of the most suitable patients from the St. Michael's 
District Hospital for  this home. 

Mr. Speaker, the terms of the Resolution are 
well taken, and the hon. member's intentions and 
proposals will be met, though in a different method 
of approach in that we will not be constructing old 
peoples' homes outside the Hospital, but in various 
housing areas on an island-wide basis where we 
already have housing areas  and schemes. 
3.20 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If there i s  no other hon. mem- 
ber desiring to contribute to this debate..... 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I wonder, Mr. Speaker, in 
the light of what the Minister has just explained to 
the House, if the mover would consider accepting 
an amendment to the Resolution. The Hon. Minister 
explained that it is not practicable to have a building 
near the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, but would be 
prepared to examine the same proposal in relation 
to Old People's Homes in the Housing Authority's 
estates. One of course, as  the hon. memberknows, is 
soon to be opened in a matteroftwo o r  three weeks, 
and it i s  this policy we would like to continue. If the 
hon. member therefore would accept an amendment 
which takes out "near the Queen Elizabeth Hospital" 
and puts in the words "in suitable housing estates 
where possible", we would accept this. I am afraid, 
Mr. Speaker, I do not have my own copy of the 
Resolution and I would be glad if the Clerk could 
provide me with one o r  if the hon. mover has his 
own copy at his disposal I could borraw it. 

Mr. SPZAKER: The Resolution reads a s  follows: 

WIiEREAS te r ro r  has struck the residents of the 
Parishes of St. Joseph, St. Andrew, St. James, St. 
John and St. George, by reason of the horrible action 
of the Government by the abandonment of the Alms- 
houses in the said Parishes: 

AND WHEREAS the abandonment of these Alms- 
houses i s  causing the inmates of the said Almshouses 
to panic because they are  taken away from their home 
Parishes and relatives, long distances away to other 
Almshouses all over the Island where it is financially 
impossible f o r  their relatives to visit them. 

BE IT RESOLVED that this House request the 
Government not to demolish o r  dismantle the build- 
ing which formerly housed the Bridgetown City 
Council, but to spend the money so saved on a suit- 
able building near the Queen Elizabeth Hospital for  
the purpose of housing all the inmates referred to in 

this Resolution, thus effecting a big saving to the 
Government and families of the inmates. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: We would say "WHEREAS 
there appears to be congestion at  the five existing 
District Hospitals", and the second recital would 
read a s  follows: "AND WHEREAS the remaining six 
District Hospitals have been abandoned a s  being un- 
suitable for use a s  District Hospitals; 

BE IT RESOLVED that this House request the 
Government to establish homes fo r  senior citizens 
at  suitable housing areas in the Island". 

The amended Resolution would read, Mr. 
Speaker, 

"WHEREAS there appears to be congestion at  
five District Hospitals in the Island; 

AND WHEREAS the remaining six District 
Hospitals have been abandoned a s  being unsuitable 
for  use as District Hospitals; 

BE IT RESOLVED that this House request the 
Government to establish Homes for  senior citizens 
at  suitable housing estates wherever possible." 

That is th4? amendment. 
3.30 p.m. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Leader of the House 
has proposed an amendment which he seeks to h o w  
whether the hon. proposer of this Resolution will 
accept before exercising his right of reply. Will the 
hon. member intimate by saying "Yes" o r  "No"? 

Mr. SMITH: I would like a copy of the amend- 
ment to study it. I think the amendment should be 
circulated to hon. members. 

Mr. YEARWOOD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that further consideration of this Resolution be 
postponed. 

Mr. CORBIN: I beg to second that. 

T h e  question was put and resolved in the affirma- 

t i ve  without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is my direction that copies 
of this amendment be circulatedfor the consideration 
of hon. members. 

RESOLUTION re PAYMENT OF OVERTiM3 
TO INSPECTORS OF MOTOR VEHICLES 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, now that the hon. 
junior member fo r  St. Thomas is in his seat, I will 
move that we revert to Item No. 3. For  the infor- 
mation of the hon. junior member fo r  St. Thomas 
this is a Resolution which calls on the Government 
to consider the possibility of paying overtime to 
Inspectors of Motor Vehicles for work done on Bank 



Holidays and Sundays. I note that the then Minister 
of Communications and Works was speaking on the 
14th May, 1970, when consideration of this Resolu- 
tion, which I am now seeking to restore, was post- 
poned. 

Mr. ELLIOTT MDTTLEY: I beg to second that. 

T h e  question w a s  put and resolved in the affirma- 

t ive without d i v i s  ion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Item No. 3 stands inthe name of 
the hon. senior memlxr  for St. Joseph, and it is to 
resumz debate on a Resolution re payment to 
Inspectors of Motor Vehicles (Grade One) of the 
Ministry of Communications and Works for extra 
duties. When the Resolution was last discussed on the 
14th May, 1970, the hon. junior member for St. 
George seconded the motion, and the hon. junior 
member fo r  St. Thomas then Minister of Communi- 
cations and Works was speaking when discussion 
of the Resolution was postponed. The hon. member 
may now resume his address. 

Hon. N. W. B3XILL: Mr. Speaker, I honestly, 
cannot remember what this Resolution is all about. 
If it is the same old story about the people at 
Highways and Transport being paid overtime, I have 
already stated categorically on the Floor of this 
House that the Inspectors accepted the job knowing 
full well that working on Sundays and Bank Holidays 
was a condition of the service. I think1 had promised 
to look into the matter. If I am not mistaken, some- 
body came here to revise the conditions of the 
workers, o r  to change the nomenclature of some of 
the workers and the positions which they held, since 
this Resolution came before this Chambzr. I cannot 
remember the gentleman's name. (As ides  i 

Mr. Speaker, his name was,Mr. Puisinelli. It 
was not a salary revision as such; it was an up- 
grading of certain posts. In the Puisinelli Report, 
although I drew it  to his attention, he did not 
recommend that the Officers should be paid extra 
for  this type of work, because he thought that it 
was a condition of service. 

Now, we have an analogous situation with the 
Nurses. I am not denying that it is hard on these 
people to do extra work without getting overtime, 
but it was not harder on the people than it was on 
me when I was a seam,= and something went wrong 
in the engine room of the boat. They would call me 
out and I would have to work, because i t  was a 
condition of service. The Nurses and Doctors of the 
Hospital have to work fairly long hours, especially 
when they a re  working in the operating room. 
( A s i d e s )  I have been told that when they do that 
they get back the time proportionately. The argument 
here i s  not giving back the Inspectors the propor- 
tionate time o r  paying them overtime. I think they 
work according to a duty roster. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I am asking the hon. mem- 
ber  to give way, Mr. Speaker. This has been a bone 
af contention, and this is probably an opportunity 

for me to make the matter clear. I have received 
le t ters  regarding overtime. I admit that Nurses 
work very long hours on certain nights, because i t  
is not convenient for  them to go off at eleven o r  
twelve o'clock at  nigh: and get transportation to their 
homes. Some nights they work longer hours than the 
average person, but the following week they work 
proportionately fewer hours; they work on a shift 
system. I hope I have explained myself carefully. 
I merely mentioned that because I know it  is a bone 
of contention. The Minister is saying that the Nurses 
work longer than 40 hours, and that is not a fact. 

Hon. N. W. B3XLLL: Mr. Speaker, I think there 
is a slight er ror .  I never said that the Nvrses work 
longer hosrs, I was saying that it was a condition 
of their service to wark at  night, if they were on 
night duty. These Inspectors have to examine ve- 
hicles, and Mr. Puisinelli thought that the work they 
had to do during the day time was light enough that, 
if one of them had to attend a bus accident at night, 
it could be taken a s  a condition of service. 
3.40 p.m. 

This was a condition of service for these people. 
I remember that I had promised the Chamber to look 
into this matter and see what could have been done to 
facilitate these officers, but it came back to the same 
point that this was a condition of service which exists 
in a number of offices. That is why I mentioned just 
now the question of doctors and nurses. It is part of 
their service; so they cannot expect to get overtime 
for  their work. F o r  instance, we as  Ministers have 
to work long hours, but this is a condition of service. 
The men who took these jobs knew fully well that 
this...... 

I am addressing the Speaker and he is carrying 
on a meeting. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am,listening to the hon. mem- 
ber with great care. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: You cannot be listening to 
me with great care when you are  talking to hor:. mem- 
bers. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Lawyers a r e  capable of doing that. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: I know a lot of them who 
are  not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: None of them have everoccupied 
this Chair. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: I think I have made myself 
quite clear. I do not think there is anything we can do 
with this kind of worker, because the men who took 
these jobs did so, knowing that they would have to go 
out and examine vehicles in cases of accidents. I 
myself feel it is a bit hard, but there are a lot of 
things that are  hard with which you have to comply. 
There was a law on the Statute Book that if a person 
in Barbados was seen with awood dove o r  turtle dove 
he could have been prosecuted; so you get some of 
these antiquated situations arising. I am not saying 



that I agree with them, but I drawthis a s  an analogy 
that we have to put up with things with which we do 
not agree. It is not that I would not try to get this 
situation rectified for  the Inspectors at  the Highways 
and Transport Department, but it was specifically 
pointed out that this was a condition of service. Fur-  
theremore, if the Whitley Council who a re  members 
of the Civil Service and who always look into these 
anomalous situations and bring them to the attention 
of Government o r  the Public Service Commission has 
seen fit not to ask that this condition of service be 
changed, we are therefore up against a stone wall, and 
it wodd have to remain until they canget the Whitley 
Council to have it changed a s  a condition of service. 
If that was done, I would b2 the f irst  person to try 
to facilitate them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If there is no other hon. mem- 
ber desirous of speaking on this, the Hon. Mover of 
the Resolution, the hon. senior member for St. 
Joseph, may exercise his right of final reply. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I have listened very 
attentively to the hon. member who has just sat 
down. Before going further, I want him to know that 
the Prime Minister i s  not in favour of making people 
work and not paying them, and if this Resolution is  
thrown out, I am going to lead a delegation to the 
Prime Minister's office on this matter. This Gov- - 
ernment must learn to set an example and not go 
by advisers to rob people out of their e*+mings. Now 
it could be Puisinelli or  any other kindof "Nelli", 
I am saying that he has advised wrong, and the Min- 
i s ter  should be told that he was wrongly advised and 
not encouraged to come in here and mislead us by 
giving the Government advice to rob people. Now 
the Minister said that these people took the job-with 
this understanding, but I am saying that they & not. 
They were not told that theywould have to work night 
and day for the same money. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: On a point of order, the 
hon. member is misleading the House; When these jobs 
a re  advertised, these conditions are  advertised in the 
paper. The hon. member should know that youdo not 
merely advertise that an Inspector is wanted. He has 
been in here long enough to know how Governmmt is  
run. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I have been in here 
long enough to know when people are  being robbed, and 
the se are the ones that a re  being robbed. The Minister 
may talk about csnditions of work and try to get out 
of i t  by mentioning doctors and nurses. Nurses get 
a day o r  two days off, but these people do not get any 
time off at all. They have togo out at all hours. I can 
tell you that one particular officer had to attend three 
accidents in one night. ( A s i d e s )  Police get a day off 
also. Imagine a person working, say, yesterday, and 
then the whole of last night, and today he has to be at 
the office at the same time. Are these the conditions 
of work the Minister is saying a man must work 
under? You a re  compelling private enterprise not to 
employ people fo r  more than forty hours a week, and 
they cannot do it because the Labour Officer o r  the 
Union will be on their necks, but the Government is 

encouraging people to work night and day because 
there are  accidents. You, Sir, go out on a different 
basis, and even then you do not feel too happy having 
to get out of your bedat night. I am a poor struggling 
undertaker, and I do not understand getting out of bed 
at night after I lie down; but these poor men have 
to be out at all times and the next day they have to 
work without a day off, and yet the Minister is telling 
me about doctors and nurses and police. Police get 
a day off after every four days. I do not know about 
doctors, but nurses get days off and week-ends ac- 
cording to h3-N they work. Are you going to tell me 
that because this is a condition of work you a r e  not 
prepared to be reasonable and sympathetic? 
3.50 p.m. 

Suppose there was even a law binding these peo- 
ple to do it, the Act should be amended so that these 
people should be compensated for  working all hours 
at night. It is very clear, if you want to help thess 
people and not take advantage of them, i f  they go out 
tonight tell them not to come out to work tomorrow. 
There i s  nothing binding that you cannot make that a 
condition of service, and a s  long as you a re  going to 
tell me that it is a condition of service, and that 
people took this job with that understanding, 
and only because you h o w  these people must 
ea t  that they have to do it. It is not fair, there is no- 
thingcto prevent the Minister from putting up some- 
thing to the Cbainet drawing this to their attention, 
and I am sure that there a r e  some syrn2athetic people 
in this particular Cabinet who would try to do some- 
thing to help these people. There a re  other people 
in the same Government Service, at the Post Office, 
the Port and other departments who get paid for  over- 
time and this should be a condition of service for  
these Inspectors a s  well. It is not fa i r  to call on these 
men because you know they cannot do anybetter; if I 
were a Minister and my Permanent Secretary could 
show me the Act which tells me that these people 
should work like that, I would try my best to get the 
Act amended. It is my contention that if Mz. Puisinelli 
says it should not bz done, we in this Chambzr ought 
to do something about i t  by amending it to suit. 

I am not asking the Government to do this for me, 
I am asking them to be sympathetic, and if they can- 
not see my point and if they do not care to pay overtime 
o r  give the necessary time off next day, then they 
do not want to do anything about it. These Inspectors 
sometimes have to face men who are  intoxicated at 
night and who get into accidents and sometimes ill- 
treat and abuse thz Inspectors. That happens to them 
at  night, and you do not know what might happen be- 
cause when these b ~ y s  get their booze in them they go 
along in such a manner that they sometimes kill 
themseives. Just a few nights ago, a motor ca r  cut 
a tractor in twq; you do not think he was driving at 
five miles an hour when he can cut a tractor in two 
and kill h im~elf  also. I am trying to convince the GIV- 
ernment to look into it because I do not want to see 
people trodden upm and 'heir rights taken away only 
because they cannot say anything. I am asking the 
Government to consider it one way o r  the other, post- 
pone i t  again and carry it back to Cabinet and raise 
my point. 



If you cannot pay them overtime let them work 
at night and stay home the next day, o r  give them a 
day off like anybody else; it is sheer courtesy and 
decency that if they go out at night on Government 
business they should be paid for it. You are  en- 
couraging these men to take their telephones off at 
night when they are going to bed and not pdt them 
back on until the next morning, and you can never tell 
who might require these Inspectors during the night 
it could bz the Minister o r  myself and the Inspectors 
might feel that if they are not being considered they 
will take the telephones off andgo to bed like anybody " else. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: If the hon. memberwould give 
way at this stage, reserving his right to continue, 
I think if the hon. m a m k r  were to move that further 
consideration & p3stponed, this much appears fairly 

.. . I feasible but a s  f a r  as I am aware there a re  only two 
such Inspectors, but anyhow the suggestion that some 
work by day and some by night I do not think can be 
brought into operation unless we increase the numlkr. 
The question of overtime to supplement their salary 
could well be examined in the light of present day 
conditions, and if the hon, m e m ~ k r  would move that 

" this Resolution be postponed so that the question can 
be examined further, although i t  is a condition of se r -  
vice as  explained by the Minister, yet what might be 
a condition of service can further be examined be- 
cause everything is subject to examination and revi- 
sion, and it msy well be that the fact that these In- 
spectors a re  called out all hours of the night may be 
examined and they may be given overtime pay for 
overtime work, so i f  the hon. mamberwouldconsider 
that he may move that further considerationbe post- 
poned and the precise point will be considered. 
4.00 p.m. 

Mr. YEARWOOD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that further consideration of the matter be now p s t -  
poned. 

Mr. LOWE: I beg to second that. 

T h e  quest ion rcus put and resolved in the affirma- 

t iue without div is ion.  

Mr. SPEAKER: I will be back within a minute 
approxims.tely, and the House is not in recess. 

Mr. S P E A K E R  lef t  the Chair.  

Mr. S P E A K E R  took the Chair. 

Mr. A9.4.W: MI-. Speaker, I beg to move that 
Item No. 16 be the next Order of the Day under Pri-  
vate Members' Business. 

Mr. ELLIO'TT MOTTLE'Y: I k g  to second that. 

-J, 
T h e  question was  put and resolved in the affirma- 

t i ve  without div is ion.  

BARBADOS MARKETING CORPORATION 

Mr. SPEAKER: Item No. 16 stands in the name 
of the senior m e m k r  for Christ Church and it is to 
resume debate on the Resolution deploring the 

_* incompetence in the management of the Barbados 

Marketing Coporation, the grave loss of employment 
that has occurred, the grave loss of revenue to Bar- 
bados, and calling upon the Government to take steps 
forthwith to restore the shrimp industry. 

On the 26th January, 1971, the hon. Leader of 
the Oppositio-n spoke and moved that the Resolution 
do now pass. 

The senior member for St. James spoke and 
seconded the Motion. 

The hon. Leader of the House moved, secondzd 
by the hon. senior member for S:. Andrew, that fur- 
ther consideration of the Resolution be now post- 
poned. 

The Motion was put and carried nem. con .  

On 2nd February, 1971, the hon. seniormemker 
for St. Andrew resumed his s p x x h  and was speaking 
when the time for Private M e m l ~ r s '  Business ex- 
pired. That hon. member is now entitled to resume 
his speech, if he so desires. 

Mr. H-NDS: Mr. Sp?aker, negotiations between 
Barbados Seafoods Limited and the Bsrbados Market - 
ing Corporation have h e n  plagued by a ser ies  of very 
unfortunate circumstances. Some of these occured 
long before the end of the contract betwzen these two 
organisations was due for consideration. For in- 
stance, Sir, there was an occasion when a Mr. Livy 
Greaves, who presided over the operationof the Bar- 
bados Marketing Corporation but with, perhaps, a 
keener interest in the Airline at which he was em- 
ployed at the time, he saw to it that th? Barbados 
Seafoods Limited had an uneasy and unhappy time, 
because in his view the interest of the Airline should 
h a w  precedence over the smooth functioning of the 
Barbados Marketing Corporation. 
4.10 p.m. 

It was found, Mr. Speaker, that Mr. Schofield 
wh3 had been shipping the shrimps thac were for ex- 
port via Pan America1 Airlines, was called upon to 
transfer the business from Pan Am to B.W.I.A., the 
airline which then employed Mr.  Livy Greaves. One 
can well imagine that after all, the Barbados Scafoods 
Ltd. had been in operation prior to Mr. Greaves be- 
ing associated with the Barbados Marketing Covora -  
tion. It would mean that Barbados Seafoods Ltd. would 
have had i ts  plans well laid in advance, because it is 
well known that Barbados Seafoods Ltd. o@rated 
principally as an export organisation, and only a 
small portion of i ts  catch was earmarked for Bar- 
bados, and Sir, it was when Mr. Livy Greaves in his 
pxit ion discovered that he could not bend, twist and 
turn Mr. Schofield that the troubles of Barbados Sea- 
foods Ltd. began to multiply and increase. These are 
things which ought to have beenput &fore the public. 
What is more, it was the Government which had the 
responsibility of the 500 odd workers employed by 
Barbados Seafoods Ltd., but w% have seen until this 
present moment nothing whatsoever to convince us 
that apart from an occasional shout, nothing has been 
done o r  attempted to be done by the Government to 
provide employment for  these 500 workers, 



We ought to examine in some detail, Mr. 
Speaker, the case for  these workers  a s  was put by 
m e  to this House, I think, on 10th March, 1970. 0:i 
that occasion this House was warned that the Bar-  
bados Marketing Corporation was being ill-advised 
in many of the step:; that the Corporationwas taking. 
This House was further advised to ass i s t  the Cor- 
poration wherever possible, to protect the 
Corporation from the operation o r  che manoeuvres 
of what I found it necessary to call big time operators, 
but I went on further and in,rited the House to have 
before it at: the time some detail of the considerable 
sums to which this Island stood to benefit by way of 
payments in the form of wages to crews and ca?tains, 
fees to the Barbados Marketing Corporation and 
various other sums in respect of warehousing, 
maintenance and particularly that $168,000 hadbeen 
paid to workers in the processing of shrimps. 

It i s  for  us at this stage, Mz, Speaker, to ex- 
amine ourselves a s  deeply within a s  possible and 
cowince ourselves how members 011 :he Government 
side must feel that they sat  idly by and allowed the 
wr-.cking of a shrimp industry that has been known 
to be w0ri.h something like $7 1/2 million to Bar- 
bad3.3. There a re  500 workers out of a job, Sir, and 
when one takes a broader look at it to find that the 
dollar which goes into one house is expected at 
least to provide bread for  a mjnimum of four persons, 
if we were to a~ i l t i p ly  500 by four, we certainly get 
a reasonable average of the number of mouths that 
might not have tasted, and if they have tasted, to 
what extent since then; but we must convince our- 
selves that we have an average of 2,000 odd hungry 
mouths. That i s  the stock which we must take and 
which wz must examine in the light of the present 
circumstances. 

Mr. Spaakdr, I wzll remember the thenMinister 
of Agriculture af ter  certain advice - and I believe 
that the Mmist.-r got his advice from some of the 
same people who advised the Barbados Marketing 
Corporation and undermined it at the same time - 
came back to tell the House that not on? wo:ker 
would lose a single day's pay. 
4.20 p.m. 

It might be, Sir,  that the Minister who said so 
then is not alive now to see, to hear and to know all 
of this .>r f o r  that mat te r  to care, but he particularly 
warned that he was speaking on the mat te r  quite 
dispa~sio~larely,  to use his own words. He said that 
he did not have to work himself u? in a frenzy, he 
had to deal with the facts and figures. Mr. Speaker, 
the facts a re  these; the Government has showu a 
preference for  dealing with crooks, rogues, and 
vagabonds, has shown a marked liking for  dea!ing 
with questionable charaz'iers, even if i t  means 
putting 59') , ~ d d  people employed by Barbados Sea- 
foods Limited out of a job. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not entitled 
to say that the Government has shown preference for  
dealing with crooks and questionable people unless 
he is implying that they might be doing i t  without 

realising it, but he said they have shown a preference. 
and I ask the hon. member to withdraw that. 

Mr. HINDS: Even if I say that the Government 
has shown a liking for  it o r  a desire  for  it? 

Mr. SPEAKER: All of those a r e  in the same 
category. 

Mr. HINDS: The Government has acted in a 
manner which convinces me that the Government 
prefers  to deal with crooks, rogues and vagabonds. 

Mr. SPEAK-6R: 1 am afraid that is the same 
thing. 

Mr. HINDS: I am expressing an opinion of what 
I am convinced about. 

Mr. SPEAKER: One cannot cover it upby saying 
that one is expressing an aphion;  one may say that 
the Government has happened to be dealingwithso 
and so. 

Mr. HINDS: We find that th~? Government has 
fo-und itself dealing with crooks, rogues and vaga- 
bonds in the matter  of Barbados Seafoods and the 
B.M. C. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, on a 
point of order, I r i se  to object to that statement by 
the hon. member that the Government has  found it- 
self dealing with crooks, rogues and vagabonds in the 
matter  of the shrimp industry. It was clearly and 
indisputably pointed out here that the only crooks, 
rogues and vagabonds who would have b=en involved 
would have been thme  who were  responsible fo r  
having the ships that were employing Barbadians 
confiscated, and therefore we did not even go so  f a r  
a s  to re fer  to them a s  crooks, rogues o r  vagabonds. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, the hon. Minister is 
merely drawing a red herring across  the trail ,  and 
we are  dealing with shrimps. As I saidlast  Tuzsday, 
r ed  herrings and shrimps do not school together. 

Mr. SPZAKER: Let the hon. member finish his 
point. 

Mr. HINDS: He is making a speech, not a point. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. m e m k r  finish his 
point. 

Mr. HINDS: The Minister is not making a point, 
Mr. Speaker, he is making a s p e c h .  

Mr. SPEAKER: Would b ~ t h  hon. members re- 
sume their  seats? Let me get this straight; the hon. 
member spoke of the Government having apreference 
and a desire  and so  onfordealingwith a certain type 
of person. I pointed out to the hon. member that I 
regarded that as unparliamentary. 



Mr. HINDS: Yes, but you cannot call on me to 
withdraw it after you have permitted a speech from 
the hon. member; you have permitted a speech from 
the hon. member, not a mere objection. 

A BILL TO AMI3ND THE AFFILIATION 
ACT, 1963. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member, Iunderstood, 
to have withdrawn the reference to the desire for 
having a preference when he mentioned then that 
the Government had been dealing with a certain 
type of pop le  which I do not regard as  unparliamen- 
tary, because the Governm?nt presumably was not 
aware that i t  was dealing, if it was dealing with, a 
certain type of person. I understood that hon. mem- 
ber to have withdrawn, certainly by implication, any 
reference of the Government being desirous o r  having 
a preference for dealing with crooks o r  anything of 
that sort. The hon. senior member for St. Andrew 
rose to a point of order, and I would ask all hon. 
members when they rise to points of order to do i t  
as succinctly and as  precisely as  that same hon. 
member did only last week when I, with respect, 
congratulated him on the succinctness of the point of 
order. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, thank 
you very much for the compliment, but my point of 
order is..... 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, has he now risen on 
a point of order again? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. HINDS: I was speaking, the Minister rose 
on a point of order, he sat down and he has now 
risen on a point of order without anybody else having 
said anything. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, both hon. members sat down 
when I called on both to sit down. Let the hon. 
senior member for  St. Andrew make the point of 
order to which he rose, and as  succinctly as  pxsible.  

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
point out that this Government has not been, in its 
opinion, dealing in respect of the shrimp industry 
with crooks, rogues and vagabonds, and that the only 
crooks, rogues and vagabonds involved in this issue 
were those who confiscated the boats. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, the Minister is only 
repeating himself. 

Mr. Speaker; The point has been made; let the 
hon. memlxr proceed. 

Mr. HINDS: The time has gone, but 1 do not 
blame that side. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Private Members' Business has 
now come to an end, but I can appreciate the fact 
that the hon. member has not finished his speech. 

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

Mr. SPEAKER: Would the Hon. Leader of the 
House intimate that which he seeks now to proceed 
with under Government Business? 

T h e  question that the Bi l l  b e  now read a second 

time w a s  put and resolved in the affirmative without 

d i v i s  ion. 

f 

On the motion o f  Hon. J ,  C .  T U D O R ,  seconded b y  

Hon. C .  E. TALMA, Mr. SPEAKER lef t  the Chair and 

the House ucnt  into Committee on the Bi l l ,  Mr. Y E:AK&700D 

in the Chair. 

4.30 p.m. 

C l a u s e  1 w a s  cnl lcd and ~ ( l s ~ e d .  

C lause  2 was  cnl lcd.  

Ilon. J .  C .  T U D O R :  Mr. Chairman, I hcg to  move 

that Clause 2 stand part. 

Hon. C. E. TALM-4: I beg to second that. 

Mr. A!lAMS: Mr. Chairman, I am sure that, 
in their wisdom, the Crown Law Oificers have come 
up with the best form- la. I, however, would have 
preferred to see in the Affiliation Proceedings Act 
itself some specific clause making a certificate 
signed by the fathzr evidence against him as  well as 
ruling out proceedings against any other person. 
There is a general provision of law stating that any- 
thing contained in a certificate of'birth, baptism, 
marriage o r  burial, shall be evidence in a Court of 
Law of the facts noted, and no doa' t  i t  i s  going to be 
argued that this is only prima facie evidence a s  
indeed it is. I, personally, would like to see a 
situation where a man who has dged a child 
is in the same position a s  a h d cannot get 
away from supporting it, and that nobody would be 
able to come and say; "The woman begged me to 
put down my name and I did so, o r  that my mother 
told me she would put me out if I did not put down my 
name, o r  that the child was under fifteen years of age, 
and I was told that if I signed my name the Police 
would not prosecute me." If a man is foolish enough 
to do that, then he should also take on the consequences. 
He should not sign for a child unless he knows that it 
could be his, and I do not think he should be allowed 
to escape at all. 

The  question that C lause  2 stand part w a s  put and 

resolved in the aff irmative  without div is ion.  

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: a r .  Chairman, I beg to move 
that Your Honour do now report the passing of one 
Bill in Committee. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

T h e  question w a s  put and resolved in the affirma- 

t i ve  without division, and Mr. C H A ~ M A N  reported t o  Mr. 

SPEAKER who resumedt he Chair and reported accordingly .  



Hon. J, C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move 
that this Bill be now read a third time. 

Hon. C. E. T.%LMA: I beg to second that. 

$5 to $10 is adopted, it does not meFLthat a man 
with $25 a week who is supporting *a'  child at $10 
a week when he gsts married will stillshave to go on 
paying the child $10 a week. 
4.40 p.m. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, tht? second reading 
of the Bill took me by surprise. I did not appreciate 
that the hon. senior member for the City was not in 
his seat at the second reading of the Bill, because 1 
know there are one o r  two points that he wanted to 
make on the principle of the Bill. Without in any 
way arguing on the principle of the Bill, at this stage, 
there are  one o r  two remarks which I would like to 
make, associated with some of the speeches which 
have been made on certain points relating to th" 
principle of this Bill. Sir, I have to ask for the good 
humour of hon. mc-m~kl's to permit me just two o r  
three minutes to make a point. (ASIDES). 

Mr. Speaker, i s  Order No 29  (6) still one of the 
Standing Orders of this House? Behaviour of hon. 

. members not speaking. I can hear a noise as  of the 
hon. senior member for St. Andrew but coming from 
our side of the House. I know that he has said that he 
will be on this side next session, and that a lot of 
them over there will not be in hsre. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order, 
Mr. Speaker. If I am on this side it means that the 
Democratic Labour Party will be getting 23 seats at 
the next election, in accordance with the projections 
of the hon. senior member for St. Thomas. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do not let us insert the "2" 
before the "3" in the third readingof the Bill before 
the House. Let us deal with the third reading of the 
Bill (As ides l  

Mr. ADAMS: It means that the Democratic 
Labour Porcy will get only 3 seats, Sir. I know that 
on the third reading it is dsfinitely a breech to 
suggest that anything should be in a Billwhich is no: 
in it. I am not .being critical of thi's particular Bill 
which is here, bxt I know that the hon. senior mem- 
ber  for Bridgetown wished to made certain p i n t s  
which, I am sure, the Minister of Community Da- 
velopment and Health would not mind my making. All 
of us in this House should look forward to the day 
when the Affiliation Proceedings Act is not necessary. 
You cannot have an ideal situation but instead, I 
would suggest, adopting the arguments of the hon. 
junior member fqr St. T!lomas and thinking that t k  
only alternative to the proper support of children 
is by putting people in p??ison, we ought Xo look 
forward ta an attack on the problems which this Bill 
a s  it stands represenis by family first of 
all. The hon. junior member for St. Thomas spoke 
a s  if the only concomitant to sexual pleasure is the 
procuration of children. We have gone a long way 
from the Bible's alleged remarks upon this issue. 

In Barbados we are  fortunate in havingthe birth 
rate down to a point where I believe that the amount 
of affiliation proceedings work has fallen off in the 
Court. It is not by any means as prominent a s  it 
was before. If the suggestion to raise the limit from 

- 

My experience has been overwhelming that one 
of the things bzst done by the Magistrates of this 
Island are  domestic proceedings, and they do do- 
mestic proceedings relatirlg to the support of 
children even better thsn those relating to questions 
between husbands and wives. That has keen a part 
of my experience, therefore I think we a re  doing the 
Bench a disservice when we suggest that they a re  
only waiting for a chance of an increased penalty - 
and I use the word "penalty" quite advisedly because 
that is the sense in which the hon. junior member 
for St. .Thomas seems to interpret maintenance - to 
put more money 011 fathers. That is not the way i t  
goes now. The great overwhelming majority of orders 
now are  made for less  than $5. If you raise it to 
$10, it does not mean that every $4 order would be- 
come $8; it would stay at $4 because if a man can 
only afford to pay $4, the fact that he could be made 
to pay $10 d x s  not make him any more able to pay 
more than $4. ( A s  ides, 

Now the hon. member for  St. Andrew in one of 
those facetious expressions, has managed to find a 
germ of truth; he cannot always evade it. He says, 
and I dare say he was pointing at  me, that when you 
go and drop ab9A yours all over the country - I do 
not know if he means you o r  me ........... 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order, 
thd hon. senior member for St. Andrew did not get 
up to address you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Exactly; I heard the hon. senior 
member for St. Andrew on an alleged point of order 
on another side of the House. 

Mr. ADAMS: Ha said that when you dropthem .dl 
over the country, you should pay $lo,, 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I have ruled on a previous 
occasion, sometimes ''you" means "one". 

Mr. ADAMS: That is the whole point. In our 
party we are  not in a position to press this matter 
of party issue, since it seems that the arguments 
which find favour with the hon. junior member for 
St. Thomas also found favour with a substantial 
majority of our delegates at our  recent Annual 
Conference, and the hon. junior member for Bridge - 
town was as  unsuccessful then a s  evidently he would 
be, did he press this matter of amendment now; 
but it does not mean that there is no merit in the 
argument. There a re  a few cases whers a father is  
well able to pay more money and is cited before the 
Courts, and the Magistrate is limited in his award 
by the amount of the jurisdiction. Things should go 
up. There should a? a continuous revising process 
of everything relating to the cost of living. The price 
of butter is bsing put up now, the price of main- 
taining children goes up with all these things. 
(Asides) 



Mr. SPEAKER: I am sure we are going beyond 
t'he third reading now. 

Mr. ADAMS: Sir, I am a little kyond the third 
reading, bat I am suggesting not to let us have these 
old authoritarian, right-wing, conservative views as 
put forward by the hon. juniormember for St. 
Thomas. They are remarks that belong to an outdated 
situation in Barbados. You would expect to hear those 
remarks from the hon. junior memberfor St. Thomas 
in the year 1930 not in 1971. You would expect to 
hear from the old conservatives that you cannot 
it more than three shillings a week becau~e  they 
would have to pay taxes to keep these, people in 
prison. It is an obscurantist's attitude and one which 
ought to be deplored. Let the Minis tq  of Healthgo on 
with the goodwork it is doing in family planning; let the 
Welfare Department add a little education, a little talk 
to the young ladies whom i t  has to support, t ry  to get 
them out of this Act not by handing out taxpayers' money 
to them, but by persuading them to avoid the conse- 
quence of -concupisence if possible. I welcom-. the 
falling of the birth rate, and I very much hope that 
with the falling of the birth rate with a new enlighten- 
ment coming over the public life of this Island, we 
will not hear all the old arguments that you will f i l l  
up the prisons and that these poor men have to pay 
too much money for their babies and so on. Why 
should the poor mothers have to carry all the bur- 
den? A man is often as  responsible for forcing him- 
self into a situation aware of 'baby results a s  the 
woman. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not even sure this is good 
fo r  a second reading. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I certainly 
would have had no intention of addressing the House 
on a third reading of a Bill had not the interesting 
example been set by the Hon. and Learned member 
who has just sat down. Really what has caused me to 
r ise was not so much the marits of the question 
because it is not a contentious Bill - i t  is a Bill which 
we all support - but the astonishing intelligence which 
has been communicated to us that the other side are 
divided on an aspect of the matter which has been 
presented to the House. Indeed we have just been 
told that a proposal put to the House ear l ier  today 
by an hon. member on that side had as  much chance 
of being accepted by us as  i t  had in his own party, 
although I suspect myself that itwasmore indulgently 
treated by this House and by this side than it would 
have been in t h ~  rarified atmosphere of a B, L.P. 
cgnference. 

However, Mr. Speaker, the point at issue is that 
perhaps neither a proposal to increase the amount 
payable under an Affiliation Order o r  an opposite 
point of view as  was expressed by the Hon. Minister 
on my side fully meets this situation. I think that the 
ideal situation in this Island would be for  so much 
to be done for children whether they are,born in 
wedlock o r  not a s  to make unnecessary the enactment of 
any law which would require putative o r  accused o r  
actual fathers to s u p p r t  them. I think the Affilia- 
tion Act is one of those bits of legislation which get 

on a Statute Book because the society'has not quite 
risen up to the level of i t s  opportunities, and not 
having done so, a society falls back on the easiest 
way out. If you have what you regard as unwanted 
children, you t ry  and nail the fathers o r  the people 
said to be fathers for them, so that they would not 
be a burden on society. This is outdatedthinking, and 
I think the hon. member who has just sat  down has 
common cause with a lot of us inside and outside the 
House when he suggests that we should update our 
thinking, that the benefits of family planning should 
be more widely spread, but even to go further Ehan 
that to see that the community itself should have a 
greater regard for children, so t h a t w h e t h ~ r t h ~ y  are 
in fact born in wedlock o r  not, they should partake, 
all of them, wliatever the circumstances of their 
birth, in the prosperity of the country itself. 

I am a great one - I do not commit the Govern- 
ment of Barbados by saying this; I am speaking my 
own personal view - for the payment of children's 
allowances, and I hope the day will soon come when 
a Government of Barbados will consider this, be- 
cause perhaps when we reach the stage when this 
can be done, i t  may not be necessary to continue to 
retain a really disgraceful system of people having to 
be hounded through the Courts to support children. 
There is nothing wrong with the law taking i ts  course 
if i t  i s  broken, but I am certain, Mr. Speaker, that 
the disadvantages to the children of being brought up 
against a background of the fathers having to support 
them by law a re  not completely got over o r  sur-  
mounted no matter what more pleasant circum- 
stances the children meet in after life. The stigma 
to have one's father support one by law somehow 
remains even if the person against whom it i s  said 
has made good, and I think we ought to aim at a 
society in which this can no longerbe said of a child, 
and to do this the whole community must be pre- 
pared to do much more for  children than up to now 
is being done, although I think that my own Govern- 
ment, given the resources at i ts  disposal, i s  doing 
as  much as  the circumstances will permit. We are  
not complacent about this; we are, very much on the 
contrary, much more anxious that more should be 
done for them, and I am convinced that when we feel 
this way about a situation generally and what the 
community can do for them, we will not be faced 
with the necessity of enacting this kind of legislation 
o r  even of amending it to make it more workable. 

T h e  question that the Bill br  now rend a third time - 
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

On the motion of Hon. J .  ,C. T U D O R ,  seconded b y  

Hon. C. E. TALMA,  the Bi l l  was passed and i ts  title 

read and agreed to. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move 
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the 
House go into Committee of Supi~ly, and that i t  be an 



instruction of the House while in Committee of 
Supply to deal with a Resolution for  $40,000, notice 
of which was given ea r l i e r  in today's sitfing. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second- that. 

T h c  quest ion u a s  put and rcsolued in ~ h c  affirrna- 

t iuc  LL ithout d i t  i s ion ,  and the  House u c n t  in to  Cornrnittcc 

o f  Suppll., hlr. y E 4 R W O O D  i n  the  Chair. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1970-71, NO. 19 

Hen. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, this Reso- 
lution is the second supplementary forwhichwe have 
come under this Head. This one seeks the sum of 
$40,000 under Head 42 - Welfare Department, Item 
30 - Welfare Grants. As hon. members will recall, 
when the 1970-71 Estimates were being prepared, 
the sum of $500,000 was the amount which we had in 
mind should have been provided to meet the expendi- 
ture of Welfare Grants, but the amount actually in- 
cluded in the Estimates was $350,000. A 
supplementary of $199,250 was approved by Reso- 
lution No 80/1970 on 16th December, 1970, but this 
amount proved to be inadequate to pay grants to the 
end of the financial year. An additional sum of 
$40,000 i s  therefore required. 

The original proposal for  $500,000 was basedon 
the payment of grants of $1.25 per  week to 8,000 
persons, and when the supplementary was sought, 
the figure had increased to 8,600. Since then it has 
increased to 8,700 persons, so that since the passing 
of the Supplementary Resolution in December last  
year  the number has increased by 100 from 8,600 
to 8,700. I should like to draw the attention of hon. 
m':mbers to the fact that in 1968, pr ior  to the t ransfer  
of services from the interim Commissioner, the 
amount of grants paid for  the year  was $401,550. 
The amount of money required to pay the 8,700 f o r  
the remaining four weeks of this f i ~ a n c i a l  year  is 
$43,500. There i s  a balance of $5,600, and of this 
amount approximately $3,600 is already committeed 
a s  a r r e a r s  of payment and the uncommitted balance 
therefore is $2,000. 

The position simply is that the original amount 
we asked f o r  we did not get, and although we had a 
supplementary of $199,250 in December last  year, 
the numbers have again increased so  that if we a re  
to continue to pay grants this $40,000 is absolutely 
essential. We want to make sure that all  these cases 
a r e  attended to, and we have been giving these 
Welfare grants  and have been very liberal in the 
administration of such grants. I will quote one 
single example to demonstrate what I am saying. We 
issue grants, for  example, to people who have worked 
for  40 years  at  the sugar factories, many of whom 
receive a very small  pension - $9.00 o r  $10.00 a 
month - and we give assistance to those people be- 
cause the pension is so small  that although we 
regard $7.00 a week as the means test, yet we do not 
stick to $7.00 in each case because we consider a 
man and his  wife and we divide the money between 

4 
bdth of them, and I always give instructions in cases 
of small  pensions to divide the amount in half 
between a husband and wife to see  that we give full 
assistance to all  needy cases. It may well be that i t  
is just the facilities o r  the assistance o r  the imple- 
mentation of these measures; in other words, the 
attitude and policy of the Ministry in trying to see 
that these needy cases  a re  met, so that is probably 
how the money will run out. 

My point is that in the f i r s t  place we were not 
gi#hkhe amount we asked for. I may mention that 
there a re  a few cases in which many of these pay- 
ments a r e  s t i l l  in various Post Offices, there is 
money lying down there for  some of these people, 
and this is in the Report of the Postmaster  General 
and is being examined, so that in the various Post 
Offices balances a re  there because people have not 
gone for  their money and this is being examined. In 
order  for  the welfare grants  to continue up to the 
end of the financial year, I beg to move that this 
Resolution fo r  the sum of $40,000 do now pass, and 
if there a r e  any questions I will t ry  to answer them. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: I beg to second that. 
5.00 p.m. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, I would f i r s t  like to 
hear  from the Minister exactly what a r e  the needs 
of these people a s  seen by the Welfare Officers. In 
other  words, the Welfare Officers must see  that these 
people a re  in need of something before a decision is 
reached to give them $1.25 a week. To my mind 
$1.25 a week is nothing; i t  has no purchasing power, 
and i t  has no value when taking today's cost of living 
into consideration. (Hon. C. E. TALMA: "It is not 
always $1.25; it varies.") The Minister is now saying 
that i t  varies. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: On a point of order, Mr. 
Chairman. That is the basis onwhich i t  is calculated, 
but i t  is not always $1.25. In some cases they get 
$10 a week. F o r  instance, a woman with four o r  
five children whose husband has  left h e r  will get 
$10 a week or, perhaps, more. Do not for  one moment 
think it is only $1.25; I think the average payment 
is about $5. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, that gives me more 
gr i s t  for  my mills. I s  the Minister going to tell  me 
that throughout the whole of Barbados the Welfare 
Officers can only find 8,000 people who a r e  in aid of 
this relief? Let the Minister tell  me how many peo- 
ple from St. Pe ter  a r e  getting this relief. How many 
people in Christ Church a r e  getting this relief? How 
many people in St. Peter  a r e  getting$1.25as against 
those who are  getting $101 What is the maximum 
amount given to any person in any one parish? I am 
sure that in the City of Bridgetown alone you can 
find almost 2,000 out of this 8,000 p o p l e  in need of 
this type of relief. You will find women with the 
number of children to which the Minister has just 
referred. I would like to hea r  how many cases from 
St. Pe ter  the Welfare Officer has  recommended fo r  



this type of relief. How many were given $1.2 5 and 
how many were given $107 In the parish of St. Peter 
you will find people in dire need for this type of 
relief. There can be no two ways about it; the Min- 
is ter  has not come before us with any estimates. 
These a r e  gue stimates." Who is running the Welfare 
Departmsnt ? 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, the hon. 
member wants further information. I have already 
told the hon. member that some people get $1.25 a 

J- week, others get $2 o r  $3aweek, and in cases where 
people are disabled they get $5 a week. He wanted 
to know how many people in St. Peter are getting 
thjs relief, but I am unable to tell him the exact 
number at the moment. I can tell him that there is 
money lying down in the St. Peter's Post Office for 

- - I certain people who have not gone to draw it. There 
is money lying down in the following Post Offices: 

$ @ 
Christ Church Post Office Branch 695.50 
St. Andrew 94.00 
St. George 182.00 

- St. James 131.80 
St, John 427.00 
St. Joseph 183.00 
St. Lucy 162.50 
St. Peter 91 .OO 
St. Philip 383.50 
St. Thomas 146.50 
St. Michael 3,189.50. 

In all of the Branch Post Offices there i s  money 
waiting for people who are entitled to welfare grants. 
As f a r  as the number for the various parishes i s  
concerned, I am afraid Ido not have the figures here. 
I can get them and give them to the hon, member 
when we are  considering the Estimates. I am sure 
he will be askmg the same questions then. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, I want to appeal to 
the Minister to use the Radio, Mobile Cinema and 
T.V., and appeal to the Press  to tell these people 
that there is money at a branch Post Offices for 
people who are  entitled to welfare grants. How many 
welfare officers do you have in the Parish of St. 
Peter? How many people in St. Peter are being 
assisted by these grants. ( A s i d e s )  The Minister 
says that there is $91 in the Postoffice in St. Peter. 

4, 
$91 for how many people? Several of these people 
who are entitled to this money are going to bed at 
night with their children starving, while the money 
is lying in the Post Office. What is being done to let 
the people know that these few pennies are in the 
Post Office waiting for them? 

% Hon. C. E. TALMA: On a point of order, Mr. 
Chairman. This matter was only drawn to our 
attention by the Postmaster General on the 5th 
March. Today is the 9th March, so we have not been 
sleeping on the matter. 

Mr. HINDS: The matter was drawn to the 
attention of the Government on the 5th March, but 
how long has the money been lying in the Post 

Office before the 5th March? This is not a case where 
the Postmaster General saw it on the 5th March for 
the f irst  time and drew i t  to the attention of the 
Government. People a re  going to bed hungry at 
night, and the Minister can stand here and proudly 
announce that the Government is doing so well for 
these people in St. Peter that i t  has money in the 
Post Office lying down waiting for  them. You have 
$91 in the Post Office at St. Peter waiting for the 
people in St. Peter. How many people will this $91 
be divided among? 

Mr. Chairman, I am saying that the entire 
Welfare Department are  just making a mockery of 
this situation. They are  just political nuisances for 
the Government. They are  going about campaigning, 
and you will find that in most cases some of these 
same..... 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order, 
Mr. Chairman. As far  a s  I am aware, the Public 
Service Commission is divorced from politics. The 
permanent Welfare Officers are  appointed by the 
Public Service Commission, and i t  is notfairfor the 
hon. member to say that they are  only political 
nuisances going around for the Government. They are  
appointed by the Public Service Commission like 
any other civil servant. 
5.10 p.m. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, the Minister of Home 
Affairs in this country is  being accompanied by a 
Welfare Officer to every house in Grazettes can- 
vassing, and the Welfare Officer i s  introducing the 
Minister a s  being their candidate in the coming 
general elections; and Mr. Foffie Williams as  well 
i s  accompanying the officer. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I see nothing in this Re solution 
that has Mr. Foffie Williams in it. I will ask hon. 
members to confine their remarks to the Resolution 
under discussion. 

Hen. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Chairman .... 
Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, if you are  referring.. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: There are  two hon. members 
on their feet. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: I am on a point of 
order. Mr. Chairman, I would like to draw to the 
hon. member's attention that the Constitution of this 
country gives every man a certain amount of 
privilege, and there is absolutely nothing wrong with 
a Welfare Officer who is a citizen of this country 
going around and expressing his views afterworking 
hours; a s  long a s  he is not doing it as  a public officer 
during his working hours, he can express his own 
views. The Constitution of this country in the 
formulation of which hon. members on the other 
side had a hand gives every citizen of this country 
that right. What I am saying is that if a man in his 
spare time goes around and does that, there are  
people who would go around on behalf of hon. mem- 
bers on the other side; so what is wrong with Civil 



Servants going around and speaking on behalf of Mr. 
Greaves o r  anybody else? (.4sides) You cannot 
criticise a Civil Servant if he goes around in his own 
time and does this, because there a re  Civilservants 
who do i t  for  members on the other side. I would 
like to congratulate the man. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, I am glad to see 
there i s  something called a Constitution. There is 
also something called the Constitution River. What 
I want to say is that the consciences of some people 
who address t 's House on the question of the Con- % 
stitution is like the Constitution River. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I would really like to hear  a 
debate on the $40,000 for  Welfare grants. 

Mr. HINDS: We a re  addressing the Chair on 
that. What I am saying is that a Welfare Officer i s  
on duty twenty-fours a day. That is what the Hon. 
Minister of Health has represented in this House .... 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order, 
there i s  labour legislation on the Statute Book of 
this country and regulations which prohibit a man 
working over a number of hours per  day. (A VOICE: 
Policemen too?) 1 think they a re  exempt from it. 
Regulations were implemented within the last  two 
years ,  the Shops Act and that sort  of thing, which 
prohibit the employment of a worker for  more than 
eight hours a day. He is given an hour for  overtime, 
but eight hours would be the normal time. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Point made. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, we are  looking at the 
fact that in December, 1970, this House voted a 
supplementary sum of $199,250 for  the Welfare De- 
partment. Now we find that to car ry  us through to the 
end of this month we need another $40,000. The 
Minister has quite rightly drawn to our  attention 
that we have already voted $549,250 for  the Welfare 
Department, but a re  we seeing the henefit accruing 
to the poor people? What we a re  establishing i s  that 
instead of attending to the needs of the poor, the 
Welfare Officers a re  engaging in exercises which 
a r e  completely outside their scope of employment. 
This is not right. We are  to wonderas in the case of 
those people who a re  supposed not to have collected 
their  few pennies from the Post Offices how many of 
them a r e  amongst the disabled that the Minister has 
told us will get this benefit. Is  it too much to ask the 
Welfare Officer to make a special provision to see  
that a disabled person gets  his  allowance sent 
to him rather  than having i t  remain at the Post 
Offices? What we a re  saying is that the relationship 
between a Welfare Officer and the people with whom 
he has got to deal ought to be such that there is 
nothing pertaining to the welfare of the sufferer o r  
the sick o r  poor that the officer could not o r  would 
not look to do to create an atmosphere even half- 
way of happiness for  the pkrson concerned; but what 
we see  is that these Welfare Officers have no in- 
te res t  whatsoever in the poor people in this country. 
As f a r  as they a re  concerned, the money can remain 
in the Post  Offices until this same time next year. It  

is not fair, Sir, and we a r e  asking the Minister to 
tell us, because he ought to realise that this Resolu- 
tion for  $40,000 has been circulated to us during the 
course of today's sitting. 
5.20 p.m. 

The note, five lines of explanation, and all the 
note tells you i s :  

This resolution seeks to authorise a supplemen- 
ta ry  provision in the sum of $40,000 to continue the 
payment of Welfare grants  to the end of the financial 
year. The original vote was based on the payment 
of grants  to 8,000 persons and was supplemented in 
December 1970 because of an additional 600 persons. 
The number has now increased to 8,700. 

What I am saying is, Mr. Chairman, the Minister 
ought to be in a position to tell us  when the Central 
Government took over the welfare services in the 
parish of St. Peter,  how many had been getting this 
type of relief, how many have been taken off the 
l is t  as was done in the parish of St. Michael, and 
how many of those people who have been struck off 
the l is t  since the Central Government took over the 
administration of this fund. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: On a point of order ,  Sir, the 
hon. member will realise that this is an emergency 
supplementary in o rde r  to continue the payments, and 
I have already given the Committee that information. 
In 1967, for  the Council pensioners in the north, 
south and St. Michael, the expenditure was $407,160 
and in 1968 the expenditure was $401,550. 

Mr. ERNEST MOTTLEY: On a point of order, 
before you give those figures, I see  you a re  com- 
paring those figures with $350,000; does this 
supplementary include assistance in kind? If not, 
somebody would be misleading you with the com- 
parison of the figures, but this is only monetary 
assistance. If you bring figures to show that in 1967 
it was actually more than this, this is some so r t  of 
snag and somebody is wilfully and maliciously mislead- 
ing you. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: On a point of order, we 
asked fok $500,000 in the f i r s t  instance. 

Mr. ERNEST MOTTLEY: Does this include 
assistance in kind? (Hon, C. E. TALMA: No.) Does 
i t  include the medicines which were given to poor 
people and which has been stopped? (Hon. C. E. 
TALMA: No.) 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, the Minister had 
star ted to give us some figures from 1967. I want 
to tell  the Minister that these figures can have no 
meaning whatsoever to this Resolution unless you can 
relate them to the number of persons that those 
f igures were serving; in other words, that these 
sums were being distributed among so many people, 
that is what we a re  concerned with. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, I am giving 
some backlog information. When the current  Esti- 



mates were being prepared it was estimated that 
8,000 registered persons each receiving $1.25 per 
week would have required $520,000 for the year. 
During the f irst  three months of this year, the num- 
ber of persons had risen to 8,600 on the register, and 
provision for an additional 600 at $1.25 per week for 
approximately 39 weeks amounted to $29,250. It will 
be seen therefore that the total provision for the year 
should not be less  than $520,000 plus $29,250, making 
a total of $549,253; that was why we cam? for the sup- 
plementary for $199,000 in December last year, be- 
cause the amount provided was $350,000. 

The position is that we asked-for more money but 
we do not always get what we ask for and we had to 
come back for more. The amount provided in the 
1970-71 Estimates was only $350,000, of which 
$93,000 remained unexpended at the 15th September, 
1970 and in order for these payments to continue till 
the end of the financial year 1971 the amount of 
$199,250 had to be supplemented. I tried to explain 
that there is money tied up at the Post Office which 
has contributed to some extent to the fact that we need 
another $40,000 to continue these payments. If the 
hon. member wants to know how many in each parish, 
he might have to ask a substantive question because 
that calls for a certain amount of research. When you 
ask a question the officers have to get down to it and 
get that kind of information. 

Mr. ERNEST MOTTLEY: The Hon. Minister 
could have said that monetary assistance was given 
out, but I have a few questions to ask. The Hon. Min- 
i s ter  says $1.25 perweek, and Ithinkthey went wronF 
here because there a re  hon. members on the other 
side who had to do with national and public assistance, 
but you had a standard thing and then you took separate 
cases of some big families. 
5.30 p.m. 

I would like you to answer this question for the bene- 
fit of the public. Has the Minister given instructions 
that poor people, who apply for medical aid, should 
not be given medicine. Is it true that old age pen- 
sioners are  not given medicine? (Hon. C. E. TALMA: 
"They are  entitled to it.") My information is, and 
my experience has been, that more than % - o f  the 
~ o p l e  who attend the District Medical Officers 
suffer from high blood pressure. Before these people 
could have got one prescription from a Doctor and 
they could have it renewed. Everybody knows that 
people suffering from high blood pressure must con- 
tinue taking medicine for a long period in order to 
keep their pressure at  a certain level. 'Today people 
must find $9, $10, or$12, to payfor medicine, where- 
a s  originally they were given medicine free in St. 
Michael. 

Sir, the people are  now told that they cannot get 
free medicine. I know the hon. junior member for  St. 
Peter  will bear me out, because people go to him 
every day. There are  people whose sons, daughters 
and cousins may find a private Doctor forthem. Peo- 
ple, who are suffering from an illness, like to change 
a Doctor and some do not like to go to the Doctor 
provided by the Institution. Because a son o r  a daugh- 

te r may give somebody $5 to go to a Doctor, that per- 
son will then have to look for $10 o r  $12 to pay for  
medicine. I do not believe that the Ministeqwould give 
such instructions, but I am telling him that it is what 
is happening nowadays. I saw a case of this sort  up to 
last  Sunday mmning. 

-? 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: If the hon. member will give 
way, Mr. Chairman, I will explain the matter. Old age 
pensioners and those people who a r e  inneed of relief 
a re  entitled to free drugs and free medicine. We are  
also working te'extend it so that all people whose 
income does 5ot exceed $25 a week will be entitled to 
free medical assistance, free drugs and free medi- 
cine. There will be more District clinics held by the 
District Medical Officers, and those people who have 
an income in excess of $25 a week will attend the 
clinic - not the Doctor's residence - and pay a fee 
of $2 instead- of $5. If a man attends the Doctor's 
residence, he may have to pay $5ormore. 1 am sur-  
prised to hear the hon. member say that old age 
pensioners cannot get free medicine and drugs. That 
will have to be investigated, because whoever is doing 
that, is working contrary to the policy of this Govern- 
ment. If that is the case, such people will have to be 
dealt with. 

Mr. ERNEST MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I am 
glad to hear that the Government has takenup where 
I lefg aff. That i s  exactly viQere I lelt ofi. This idea 
of trying to belittle some people who had a hand in 
Local Government is going to boomerang. The Min- 
i s ter  can ask some of his colleagues if it i s  not going 
to boomerang. The Minister mentioned something 
a m :  not  going to the Doctor's residence. Who is a 
Doctor? When I was in charge of things, any person 
could go to a Doctor's home for medical attention, 
becadse he was employed a s  a whole-time officer 
with the right to have private practice. Why cannot 
people go to a Doctor's horn:! for medical attention? 
What i s  wrong with that? 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, there is no- 
thing wrong with going to his home. At present if you 
attend a Doctor's home he will charge you a fee of $5. 
We are  extending the scope of things not only for old 
age pensioners, and so on, to get free drugs and 
medicine, but toinclude people with an income not 
exceeding $25 a week. If their income exceeds $25 
a week, they can attend a clinic and pay a fee of $2 
for medical attention and get drugs free, a s  distinct 
from going to the L.@l.ror's home where they may have 
to pay $ 5 .  

Mr. ERNEST MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I quite 
understand that the Elections a re  in the a i r  at  the 
moment, but I am not unduly worried. It is not only 
old age pensioners and National Assistance pension- 
e r s ,  but there a r e  several people who canmerely find 
a fee to pay the Doctor and would be glad to get medi- 
cine. Will the Minister give the Welfare Officers in- 
structions that, if they a re  satisfied that the person 
is not able to pay for  the medicine, they should initial 
the prescription and let the personget the medicine? 
Medicine from a Drug Store will cost about $8 o r  $9. 
Today medicine will cost twice a s  much as the fee 



paid to the Doctor. I hope that the Minister will make 
a note of this, because i t  is very important. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, the debate seems to 
have taken a slight turn from where I had been trying 
to channel it; however, the contribution made by the 
hon. member has been very good indeed. According 
to the Minister's calculations the sum of $40,000 is 
based on $1.25 per  person, but he tells us that some 
of these poor people will get additional sums amount- 
ing to $10. We are  gladto hearthat.  What i s  of some 
interest to us is the point made by the senior member 
for  Bridgetown about some people having ades i re  to 
change their Doctors. There a re  cases where some 
people go to a private Doctor and not to the Doctor 
provided by the clinic, and when they get the pre- 
scriptions they a re  unable to purchase the medicine 
prescribed for  them. Those a re  some of the people 
that the Welfare Officers a r e  denying anopportunity, 
o r  the right, to get f ree  medicine. What does the 
Minister have to say about that? 
5.40 p.m. 

There a re  people whom the Welfare Officers a re  
denying the opportunity and right to get medicine. 
What does the Minister have to say about this? 
Because a poor person a s  we say in Bajan parlance 
may have scratched enough to pay a private doctor, 
must he not get medicine from the clinic o r  dispen- 
sary  to which he is entitled? 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: If the hon. member would 
give way, I would like the hon. members who are  
making these allegations to give me confidentially 
the names of some persons who have suffered in 
this respect, because I am not aware that this state 
of i ffairs  i s  going on, and I would have it investigated. 

Mr.. ERNEST MOTTLEY: I am surprised at the 
hon. member wanting to get the names of people. Do 
you want this because they a re  poor? I can call names 
in here now of respectable families, but you do not 
want me to do this sor t  of thing. This i s  a general 
thing, and you either believe me o r  you do not. You 
know I would not mislead you. 

Mr. HINDS: I wonder, Mr. Chairman, if the 
Minister has any information of the number of poor 
people, this will increase by to the end of the present 
financial year, who are  to benefit from this $40,000, 
o r  a re  we to understand that these officers have 
closed off their books and there a re  no more poor 
people outside the paling of grace that a re  to benefit 
from this sum of money we a re  voting here today? 
Nobody in this House should be satisfied with what 
the Minister would like to call the progress of the 
work of these Welfare Officers. I wonder if the Min- 
i s t e r  will tell us how many Welfare Officers he has 
at  work in the field at the present moment, because 
that would thengive us  some indication a s  to the num- 
b e r  of cases of wretchedly poor that these officers 
come into contact with perhaps in the course of a 
month. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, if the hon. 
member would give way, I gave this information be- 

fore. This isnot  the f i r s t  time i t  i s  being asked for. 
Anyhow, I think there a re  twenty-nine. Seven have 
been transferred to the Ministry of Health andcom- 
m unity Development leaving twenty- two. 

Mr. CORBIN: Mr.  Chairman, this Resolution 
sceks to authorise a supplementary provision in the 
sum of $40,000 to xmtinue the payment of Welfare 
grants  to the end of the financial year. The original 
vote was based on the paymen: of grants to 8,000 
persons and was supplemented in Decemixr 1970 be- 
cause of an additional 600 pzrsons. The num.5er has 
n2w increased to 8,700. 

Now, Sir, hearing the various arguments con- 
cerning the Wzlfarr5 Department and the paor pen$e 
of the Island, I can assure  you that some of thz old 
people who a re  getting the $5 pzrweek a r e  still  draw- 
ing $1.20 per  week because I see  them doing so at  the 
Post Office in St. ALldrew. What I want to see  is that 
Gwernment give the Welfare Officer in charge of the 
parish a telephone at his home so that if  any poor 
person tak+s ill o r  needs assistance, he can telephone 
that officer to come to his assistance. There is not 
one living in my parish, and the people come to me 
even if they need a doctor o r  want to go to the infirm- 
ary,  and I have to telephone night and day to get a 
van to come for  them. R a t  is one of the things I am 
stressing. 

We have heard a lot about the poor pzople today, 
but a lot of young and able -bodied men and women who 
can work depend on the old people getting this $6.20 
to get s ~ m e t h i n g  out of that. They a r e  robbing the old 
people because they refuse to work ( A s i d e s )  When 
you were speaking, I did not distrubyou; I want you to 
do the same. 

Mr. Chairman, there is a Welfare grant called 
"relief in kind". When I was Chairmanof the Board, 
we had to give a person who was unable to work some- 
thing to keep him. If he is not working and has a family, 
we had to give him something to help him until he 
got a job, because we could not allow himself and 
his family to suffer. Therefore there a re  many ways 
in which we have to give grants  for  relief in kind. . 
Some people get their houses repairedout of the same 
Welfare Department, and somz get food and other 
items; so I cannot s i t  and hear  advantage b?i= taken 
of the Welfare Officers by mcmbers. Some of them 
do their duty the whole time just as doctors, and if 
rain falls o r  sun shines they have to work w?ien called 
upon. When you see an Officer going from parish to 
parish o r  district to district i t  is for  a pupose .  I 
would not say i t  is f o r  po:itical reasons. Very often 
they come to my district andaskwhere such and such 
a pzrson lives and I have to direct them; so  you 
should not take advantage of them because they can- 
not answer for  themselves. The grant of $40,000 which 
we a re  asking for  until the end of the financial year  
is for  many purposes, and I d3 not think there is any 
need for  further argument on this, b x a u s e  it is to 
help people to get relief from time to time. 

T h e  quest ion that the  Resolut ion d o  now pass ,  was  

put and resolved in  the  af f i rmat ive  without d iv is ion.  



On the motion o f  Hon. C .  E .  TALR.1A, seconded by 

Mr .  CORBIN, Mr. C H A ~ R M A N  reported the passing o f  one 

Resolution in Committee, and Mr. SPEAKER resumed the 

Chair and reported accordingly. 

On separate motions o f  Hon. C.  E. TALMA,  seconded 

by Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS, the Resolution mas read a 

first and second time and agreed to respectively. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE CIVIL ESTAB- 
LISHMENT (GENERAL) (AMENDMENT) 

ORDER, 1971. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. S p a k e r ,  I beg to move 
that Item No. 5 be now taken, and1 am asking leave to 
take charge of it. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirma- 

t ive without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. 5 is the instant Order  of the 
Day, and i t  stands in the name of the Rt. Hon. Pr ime 
Minister. The Hon. Leader of the House i s  asking 
leave to take charge of it, and hearing no objection, 
leave is granted. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Spzaker, I beg to move 
that this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. ADAMS: Sir, this Resolution calls for  an in- 
c rease  in s ~ &  in a number of Ministries whom we 
have seen repeatedly coming to the House to ask for  
more and more people. To deal with the f i r s t  Item, 
Ministry of Finance, Insurance Department, ( A s  ides )  
I must ask the hon. senior member for  St. Andrew 
not to heckle me, Sir, he has occupied the px i t i on  
a s  Acting Leader on his side just as I am occupying 
the position of Acting Leader on my side. 1 am sure  
I am going to tell  so  many people what a good Acting 
Leader I was as he has told them what a good Acting 
Leader he was. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: On a p i n t  of order ,  Mr. 
S p a k e r ,  if the hon. mem'ber would give way, the 
senior  member f o r  St. Andrew was specifically asked 
by the junior member fo r  St. Lucy to lead the House 
on that occasion, but we have no record here  in this 
House that the senior m * ~ m b e r  for  St. Thomas has 
been asked to lead the Opposition, so  let him get his  
facts straight. 

Hon. k DaC. EDWARDS: I would like to be in a 
position a t  the end of the day to congratulate the hon. 
senior  member for  St. Thomas as he did congratulate 
me when I led the House. 

Mr. ADAMS: He is assisting me greatly in my 
instant task, Sir, and I may assure the hon. junior 
member for  St. Thomas that the customary process 
of consultation applies in this Party a s  i t  applies 
in his. The Ministry of Finance andthe adminsistra- 
tion of the Insurance Act, I would like to ask  very  

briefly what exactly is the relationship of this part of 
the staff to the present staff of the Standing Insurance' 
Committee. This is a matter  on which we really do 
require some elucidation on this side; more and more 
Civil Service posts proliferate and we a r e  by no 
means assured that the proliferation is always in the 
interest of good Government rather  than in the in- 
te res t  of extending the number of jobs. 

The particular point on which I wish to speak 
deals with the Ministry of Home Affairs, Item 1, the 
creation of a p x t  of Chief Electoral Officer. This 
question of Electoral Oificers has been a sensitive 
one for  many years;  1 believe that on the Government 
side those members who went to the Independence 
Conference in London a r e  now a s  convinced a s  we 
were then that an Electoral Commission chargedwith 
the respns ib l i ty  of supervising elections in Barba- 
dos, free from political day -to-day control an3 free-  
ing politicians from the odium which can fall 02 

persons who supervise elections would have been a 
better idea than the present setup which tvc have. I 
fo r  one am more than ever  firmly wzdded to the idea 
of having a separate Electoral Commission on the 
same status a s  Public Service Commissions to run 
elections in Barba.10~. 

W:? had a situation in the las t  St. Joseph bye - 
election where political appointments to positions of 
supervision at electoral level had rzached such a 
flagrant state that folu persons whose names wzre 
put forward by the acknowledged suppsrter  of the 
Democratic Lalour  Party who was the Returning 
Officer for  St. Joseph, refused to serve,  not on the 
grounds that they did not feel themselves able 
honestly to discharge their  duties impartially since 
they were activz members of the Democratic L d n u r  
Party, and intended to canvass in the elections. Th?y 
were people who were put forward to take part in the 
election a s  Electoral Officers. 

I myself had the experience in the St. Joseph 
bye-election of talking with, I think his name is Mr. 
Marshall - I think he taught the hon. senior member 
f o r  St. Andrew - (Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: He said 
he was proud of it.) He did not say he was proud of 
it. Mr. Marshall, a s  the election went on, I was 
watching him count and he and I we r e  talking in t e rms  
of the votes for  the Barbados Labour Party and the 
Democratic Labour Party; he and I were talking in 
te rms of the votes for  us and you. 
6.00 p.m. 

He and his little helper were - af te r  I made i t  
c lear  to them that I regarded them a s  yard fowls - 
putting themselves forward a s  yard fowls, too. Mr. 
Marshall and I did pave a little clash a t  the end. The 
hon. junior member for  St. n o m a s  will remember 
the little fuss which I made at the end of the table 
away from him. When he was around things went 
well, but where he left things to the Returning 
Officer they did not go quite so well. At ou r  end, I 
had to say to Mr. Marshall..... 

Mr. SPEAKER: I a m  afraid that the hon. member 

need not go into such minute details on the St. 
Joseph Bye-election. 



Mr. AD-: Mr. Speaker, this has something 
to do with the post of Chief Electoral Officer. Mr. 
Marshall having served a s  an electoral official, for  
al l  I know, may be in line for  ap,pintment to this 
post. He may be the next Returning Officer in St. 
Joseph. I told him: When you make 6 mistakes, 
please do not let them all be in favour of Mr. Sm.ith; 
t ry  and make one in favour of the hon. junior member 
for  St. Joseph. He told me that I was unfair and so  
on. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: How did the hon. member 
know that he did not acquiesce? 

Mr. ADAMS: Acquiesce in what? 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: In favour of the hon. junior 
member for  St. Joseph. 

Mr. ADAMS: I was looking very closely at him. 
When the votes were marked outside the !mx at the 
bottom, Mr. Sm'th got them, when they were marked 
outside the box at the top they were p * ~ :  a s  doubtful. 
I commented on this. I do not think there has ever  
been an election in Barbados at which thore has 
been a complaint and in which the Roturning Officer 
has been the subject of attack on platforms. I am 
saying this although the attacks came from the plat- 
form on our side. I am saying this for  the reason 
that, in my experience and in the experience of 
other h o ~ .  members, in and out of this House whom 
I have consulted, they have n w e r  had to complain 
before of the conduct of a Returning Officer. 

Mr. Speaker, I say this to illustrate an example 
that thinqs are  getting slightly worse. Whoever is 
appointed to this post when created - I refer  to the 
post of Chief Electoral Oificer - at a salary of 
$9,840 a year  will have to be left sufficiently f ree  of 
political influence to avoid a situationwhere again, the 
electoral officials themazlves a re  going to be called 
in question. I have had a single situation with an 
electoral official in St. Thomas, where he asked us 
to ni.3ve our l o~dspeake r s  because they were too 
close to his house o r  something like th.st. It is to his 
credit that when it was pointed oat to h.lm that his 
action could be misinterpreted - 1 think the hon. 
junior member for  St. Thoms.s h o w s  to whom I 
re fer  - he has ever  since that day gone out of K s  
way to be impartial a s  between the side which he 
undoubtedly favours, which i s  the hon. junior member 
for  St. Thomas' side, and the side which he will 
sooner o r  la te r  have to swallow a s  the winning side. 
This i s  the kind of thing that I am suggesting, 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: M:. Speaker, a lot of 
us count our chickens before they a re  hatched. 

Mr. ADAMS: I am not counting my particular 
egg; I am just talking about the winning side. I do not 
put my mouth on myself, Sir, nor do I say how many 
votes I am going to get in Orange Hill. 

Hon. k DaC. EDWARDS: I understand that the 
Labour Party is not running you. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It certainly is not running me. 

What is the hon. member saying? 

Hen. k DaC. EDWARDS: I was referring to the 
hen. senior member f o r  St. Thomas, Sir. (As ides )  

Mr. SPEAKER: I am quite capable of taking care 
of myself. 

Mr. ADAMS: There a r e  some people who say 
that the public scandal is that the Democratic Labour 
Party is running the hon. senior m e m h r  for  St. 
Andrew. Anyhow, Sir,  I think that, as f a r  a s  you are  
concerned, it is a sensitive subject that ought to be 
avoided and I will not press  this on you at such a 
difficult time in the affairs of the parishof St. Lucy. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The situation has never been 
more assured than it is now. 

Mr. ADAMS: Pilate took water  and washed his 
hands, but it seems that, in other  quarters ,  a rm?  
a re  folded in sublime disregard of any assurance 
which Your Honour feels a t  the present time. I 
appeal to hon. members. We a r e  coming up to a 
General Elections, so please do not create a situation 
in which public confidence in the electoral process 
i s  in any way undermined. This is a serious matter. 
Hon. members mrrst believe and they milst know, 
if they look at the Home Affairs records, that more 
and more electoral officials, registration officials, 
right down to the enumerators, a r e  being appointed 
from the ranks of the ruling Party, and many of them 
with only an imperfect understanding of that im- 
partiality which the discharge of the duties of an 
electoral officer requires. 

Mr. Speaker, I have the greatest admiration fo r  
Mr. Matthews, who is no longer the Electoral 
Officer; I have the greatest admiration for  Mr. 
Smith and Mr. Byer, and for  all  the people at  the 
top with whom I have had to deal. Mr. Crichlow 
Matthews is a member of the Democratic Labour 
Party. (As ides )  G:, and look it up. I have never had 
the slightest complaint about his  partiality in dis- 
charging his duties. I have no id,za what Mr. Smith 
politics are,  although I have been told that his 
politics a re  on that side. I have no idea - the question 
does not arise, because he discharges his duties in 
a proper and efficient manner. I have a fa i r  idea of 
what Mr. Byer's politics are. ( A s i d e s )  I am happy 
to think that I am wrong; I think he is with the Hon. 
Leader of the House, and the Hon. Leader of the 
House, thinks he is with us. 

Mr. S p a k e r ,  I am hap?y to think that these 
people who a re  charged with the condilct of the 
elections in Barbados can so conduct themselves as 
to make i t  impossible for  politicians to say: "He is 
a 'Dem' and is doing things the 'Dem's' way, o r  he 
is in the Opposition and is not helping us and so on." 
I want that to extend right down to ground level, if 
possible. Let us get rid of a situation where a 



Returning Officer has to be attacked during a cam- 
paign. It is not a task lightly undertaken by any 
political speaker to attack the Returning Officer at 
an election in which he is interested, and it i s  not 
something done merely for the sake of doing it. 

Sir, when the members of the Cabinet are con- 
sidering the position of Mr. Bmfield, they should 
ask themselves why, all of the Returning Officers, 
he is the only one who has ever been the subject of 
political comment. We have had many opportunities 
in the past, and we have not taken the opportunity to 
do this. I appeal most earnestly to members on the 
other side. Eqwrience has shown that you gain 
nothing through having yaur supporters in positions 
in the electoral se t  up in Bye-elections and in Gen- 
era l  Elections. 
6.10 p.m. 
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The penalties of which Mr. Banfield was even- 
tually reminded after all for being a Returning 
Officer and canvassing a re  that you go to prison 
without the option of a f i n e a n e r e  i s  no fine, Mr. 
Speaker, for  k i n g  a Returning Odicer who takes 
part in a campaign on behalf of one of the candidates; 
there is a mandatory prison sentence. Do not put people 
in the situation which at least four of the nominated 
electoral officials in St. Joseph refused to accept 
a s  bzing canvassers in the seats of impartiality. Let 
the permanent staff itself choose from among the 
members of the Civil Service an appropriate person 
resident in the districts. Let the prmanent  staff 
choose the officials for  elections and bye-elections. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order, 
who chose during the Barbados Labour Party's 
regime? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No point of order. 

Mr. ADAMS: The hm. member is a political 
fledgling com?ared even with me although he may 
have been in this House longer. If he knew anything 
about the Barbados L a b u r  Party's regime, hewould 
know that the Barbados Labour Party used to lean 
over backwards. Ask him about how Mr. Cox and 
Mr. Bryan had to drive about complaining during 
the 1956 election that all the electoral officers they 
had let the sheriff, the officials and Mr. Chase 
choose, were conservatives and people who were 
against thq?m, and I am reminded by the hon. senior 
m e m ~ k r  for Bridgetown that he objected to one 
electoral officer during that election and he was 
removed right away. We objected to the electoral 
officers in St. Joseph all through, a ld  aq, that 
happened is that it was treated a s  a joke on the 
night of the count that they should bc actually active 
members of the Democratic Labour P a r ~ y .  I hear 
the voice of the hon. senior member for St. Joseph 
behind me, but he suffered in Bz&ylon in the general 
election in 1966 from the same people whose hands 
he had to hold. He suffered by the waters of Edom... 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that is somewhat 
wide of this Resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS: And he, if anybody, can confirm 
the part played by certain electoral officers in the 
most recent e x a m ~ l e  of the work, which this officer 
we are  now discussing was called on to discharge, 
and perform. We welcome the permanent post of 
Chief Electoral Officer because we believe that the 
present Local Government Commissioner is much 
overworked. When I am told that if I cannot get a 
c a r  number I must ring up Mr. Smith, I really have 
to say what it is they think tb?y a re  asking a colonial, 
not Mr. Dudley Smith, a different Mr. D. Smith, 
although many people, I gather, thought that the 
Identification Cards issued during the St. Joseph 
bye-election had a certain point to them, because they 
were all signed "D. Smith." I do not blame the 
Governmant for that. I do not believe they would 
choose an electoral officer because his initials and 
name happened to be the same a s  that of a candidate. 

Sir, I am glad to think that there will be a Chief 
Electoral Officer, but I ask the Government please 
to think again whether two things a re  not desirable 
a permanent Boundaries Commission and a per- 
manent Elections Commission; a permanent 
Boundaries Commission which however much it 
treads on politicians' toes, it at least takes away the 
wish to have gerrymandering and counter-gerry- 
mandering, because Governments do change and 
electoral boundaries can change with them. A 
Boundaries Commission can stop that. It is not a 
good thing to m,ake electoral boundaries a political 
plaything, and that i s  the next thing I see i s  going to 
happen. 1 can see you there, Sir, right at  the centre 
of your minority report, and i ts  possible inplemen- 
tation, but in the form preferred by the hon. junior 
member for St. Lucy rather than by the senior mem - 
ber in the fullness of time. If the Government would 
look at these things, they would take a lot of trouble 
off their shoulders, a lot of confusion and a lot of 
responsibility which no politician reallywants to dis- 
charge. 

Sir, I can understand that if we had a political 
party that wanted to maintain itself in power by 
electoral fraud, then you would have all the power 
in your hands of the Minister of Home Affairs to 
choose all his yardfowls to manipulate the elections. 
You have in Guyana a situation where when they 
opened some of the ballot boxes from up in the 
Pomeroon where Jagan did not have a supervisor, 
the ballots were still tied together with rubber 
bands, and it was made by Order an offence for a 
pamphlet which Dr. Jagan published setting out this 
and setting out how they had in one part of the 
Corentyne an increase of 19,000 voters...... 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: On a point of order, I am 
sorry I have to stop the hon. member. Some time ago 
some statements were made in here and the hon. 
member asked the person who was making the 
statements if he was prepared to go in public o r  
before the Court and make these statements. I am 
challenging the hon. senior member for  St. Thomas 
to know if he is prepared to make these statements 
outside of Barbados o r  in Guyana o r  on a political 



platform where he h o w s  he can be prosecuted 
about Burnham having ballot boxes opened and things 
like that. I would like to know if he is willing to do 
what I have asked. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no point of order. 

Mr. ADAMS: I will deal with that. The answer 
to one is that I have two o r  three t imes made that 
identical statement on political platforms here. 
Secondly I would not say i t  in Guyana because I do 
not want to go to g o d ,  because in Guyana you go to 
goal sometimes for  telling the truth. There are two 
accasions where to tell  the truth makes you liable to 
a crimi.na1 offence in that happy land ruled over by 
the dear  blood brother of the Democratic Labour 
Party. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: On a point of order ,  maybe 
you will say this is no point of order. The hon. 
m e m k r  i s  saying that he knows that in Guyana 
somebody went to prison fortellingthe truth. Here in 
Barbados people go to goal for  telling the truth, be- 
cause if you kill a man and you say "yes" y~ 
would go to prison; so there is no point there. 

Mr. ADAMS: Tho earthy wit of the hon. junior 
member f o r  St. Thomas never fails to astonish. Sir, 
we have bzen led a little astray, but for  the education 
of the hon. junior member for  St. Thomas I will re- 
mind him that at the timi: of the troubles in Guyana 
the English Comnissioner  of Police published a 
pamphlet entitled "The activities of the murder gang 
of the People's National Congress" at  a time when 
Jagan was Prime Minister, and the Governor of 
Guyana was instructed that possession of that 
document was to be an offence against the Official 
Secrets qct ,  and Dr. Jagan the Prime Minister him- 
self was threatened with prosecution fo r  reading out 
extracts  from a police document on the murder 
activities of the then Opposition on a platform. If the 
hon. mzmber wants justification for  what 1 am saying, 
I am going to be very careful because I am not sure 
the document is still  inmy office, b a  if he is serious 
and is not merely making a silly rhetorical challenge 
in the belief that he will get public support for  the 
view that the Oppssltion says things that they cannot 
prove, I will come back next week having checked in 
my office and see if the document relating to the 
ballot papers being tied with rubber bands in the 
Pomeroon is still  there, and if it is, I will make it 
a document of the House. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: I accept that challenge. 

Mr. ADAMS; I cannot tell  you if i t  is still  in my 
office. (Laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Anyhow, the hon. member is 
straying too f a r  from the Resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, le t  them make a joke 
of it. I know I have seen i t  and I know I have 
possessed it, and I know that I put the document 
away, and I know that in the same-way I had it, the 
hon. junior member for  St. Lucy can get i t  too, even 

if the hon. junior member for  St. Thomas may not 
be able to digest it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will advise the hon, member 
now to deal with the Resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS: I would be a lunatic to say that 
there is something which, fo r  all I know, some 
mischievous person will go and take out before I can 
get there. Bananas have vanished in St. Thomas; 
pamphlets may vanish in Pinfold Street. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Anyhow let  u s  come back to the 
Resolution under discussion. 
6.20 p.m. 

Mr. ADAMS: Again in the same Guyana, in the 
Corentyne which is a growing district,  one district 
in the Corentyne had 19,000 new electors  forthe last  
election, 16,000 of them voted for  Bumham. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must ask the hon. member to 
deal with this Reso1u;ion a s  i t  concerns Barbados; 
conditions in other parts  of the world a r e  very 
interesting, but let us  deal with this. 

Mr. ADAMS: Why do not hon. m e m ~ k r s  wlio are 
concerned with elections argue with me? Why does 
an hon. memlkr  who is finished with elections not 
keep quiet? He i s  standing up behind me heckling; 
there a r e  no more elections fo r  him, the people of 
St. Joseph have finished with him. Go home, man, 
and keep quiet; you a re  not concerned with the next 
election, you do not have anything to do with the 
Supervisor of Elections, I may lose o r  I may win, 
but the senior member for  St. Joseph cannot lose 
o r  win, he is finished with it. I expect blows from 
over there, not in my back; this is m)7 back here, I -- 
do not expect to feel a "jucksie" in my back when I 
a n  in the House of Assembly, if the hon. member 
wants to attack anybody in this Chamber, le t  him go 
over there, he is welcomed in the Democratic 
Labour Party, let him go over there. 

Mr. SMITH: On a point of order ,  I would not 
waste time to " juck" him in his back, he had better not 
talk too quickly because he thinks by getting up in 
here and blowing off gas  i s  service. 

Mr. ADAMS: If anything I have said has in any 
way reflected on the many years  of honourable 
service which the memlkr  has given the Barbaods 
Labour Party in this House, I must unreservedly 
withdraw i t  and assure him that that was n3t my in- 
tention. When you a re  in Parliament you do not a s  
a rule expect to hear  the blows coming from next to 
o r  behind you; that is all. 

Sir, I ask the Hon. Leader of the House, in the 
same spirit  inwhich he has dealt with matters  coming 
before the House ea r l i e r  today, the same approach 
to see  if we cannot work out a joint attitude towards 
problems that affect us all a s  politicians and not a s  
Party members, to consider seriously whether any 
advantage is gained from tight political control over 
the election process. I am suggesting, by the examples 



which you no longer wish me to draw, Sir, and by an 
appeal to our own reason and understanding, that the 
dangers of anything tending towards political 
manipulation of the electoral process f a r  and 
fantastically overweigh the gains you can conceivably 
obtain therefrom. Governments change in Barbados; 
they have changed already, and they will change 
again. ( A s i d e s )  No hon, member at present in this 
House, as  f a r  a s  I know, has said there will not be 
any more elections, I thought the hon. junior member 
f o r  St. Lwy was suggesting that if we got the Gov- 
ernment there would be no more elections. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Yes, Mr. Cheltenham will 
tell you. 

Mz. A!lAMS: If, like the hon. junior memberfor 
St. Thomas, I was to r ise and challenge the hon. 
memker to repeat that on the political platform hz 
woul'd think that I was being a copycat. 

HOLI. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Sp?aker, his 
Leader will tell us. 

Mr. ADAMd: Nobody has got any advantage in 
Barbados, in my view, either from :he weedingout of 
the enumerators o r  from the appointment of yard- 
fowls - an unpleasant word, Sir, and not the b?st 
word but an appropriate one in the circumstances - 
to positions inside the electoral arena. I do not be- 
lieve in the long run that Mr. Banfield's activities 
did anything at all but bring him disrepute in Sugar 
Hill, I do not believe that without him we wmld have 
had a majority of 1,000 o r  that if h~s had h e n  more 
active we would have had a majority of 5. People do 
not want to see electoral officers take a side a ~ d  
therefore they will discount anything the electoral 
officers say o r  do, except either as  a rebound effect, 
that if they see an electoral officer who appears to 
be on one side it tends to hearten people on the other 
because they fight all that much harder. When you go 
on a cricket field and you are  playingnot only eleven, 
you find you are  playing thirteen, you take that milch 
more care in the approach to the gama, This is how 
we had to approach the game in St. Joseph, and I very 
milch hop?, whether I am getting b ~ r i n g i n t h e  debate 
o r  not - I am not worrying with the senior member 
fo r  St. Andrew, in here is an amusing place for him 
and he can always give an exchange of blows in here 
at certain times, but I am appealing to him as much 
a s  to anybody else, do not waste time thinking you 
can get votes by manipulating the electoral process. 
The manipulations necessary are  much greater  than 
anybody is willing to carry out, even on your side. 

So fa r  we are  not Guyana yet, so d3 not get into 
Ore to that, because n:, American i s  going to come h, 

support a regime that exists contrary to the wishes 
of the majority of the people, do not bolieve that. W'3 
do not have cold water conditions here, wa just have 
a little homogeneous island where the people have an 
idea for the last twenty years that has been drilled 
into them that Governments are here to govern for  a 
time and to be in Opposition for a time, so dm3 n'3t 
waste time in trying to stack the deck on your side. 
When you have packs of cards with eight aces in them 

somebody shoots you underneath the table; do notlet 
it happen here in Barbados. Mr. Speaker, subject to 
that, we are not on this side opposing this Resolution. 

Hon. N, W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, I wlll s tart  by 
saying that the hon. member who just spoke, in an 
aside referred to the senior member for St. Andrew 
a s  a political fledgling, but I would say that the senior 
member for  St. Thomas is a political embryo, I say 
that to say this, he was here just now, I would not 
say fulminating, but he was trying to expound the 
theories of fairness in nominating people at the polls 
to look after people casting their ballots. 
6.30 p.m. 

The hon. member is either a political embryo, o r  
he has an extremely short memory. I can remind 
the hon. member that some tim? in 1950 - I was not 
in the country then, but I kept in touch with things - 
when th,? senior m e m k r  for the City wan the majority 
of seats in a bye-election, the seniormemberfor St. 
Thomas' father, who was thsn the Leader of the Bar- 
bados L a b u r  Party, cam- back from Trinidad and 
said that he would fight what I considered to be a 
legally operated election that was wan fairly. He said 
he was going to fight it tooth and  nail, and would give 
up his seat a s  Prime Minister of the West Indies 
Federation to come back here and see that thl? sznior 
member for the City would n3t be the Mayor of 
Bridgetowa. That is wliy I say he is a p l i t i ca l  em- 
bryo, Hs has not yet got out of the foetus stage. 

Sir, in an election in Barbados, when the junior 
member for  Christ Church ran, a lo t  of ballot papzrs 
were found floating in ths sea. The father of the senior 
member for  St. Thomas said that Barbadians have a 
short mcmxy.  He did not give anexample of this, so 
I suppose he meant the senior m e m k r  for St. Thomas, 
too. The senior member for St. Thomas does not seem 
to know about a man called Napleon Layne and an- 
other gen:leman called Dorian Farrell,  who were 
hounefed dow.1 in this comm~mity by none other than 
the Leader of the Barbados Labsur Party, the father 
of the senior memhzr for St. Tnomas. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Spzaker, on a point of order. 
I am not aware that Mr. Frank Walcott was ever the 
Leader of the Barbados Labour Party, so how can 
he say that the Leader of the Barbados Labour Party 
hounded down Farre l l  and Layne? 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: I said your father, and I 
mean Grantley Adam:;. Is Grantley Adams your 
father? 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. 
The hounding down of Farrel l  and Layne was not only 
done by the President of the Barbados Labour Party. 
I always thought that the issue in the City Aldermen 
was that the Government had the power to appoint a 
certain numhe r of Aldermen - Aldermen and Council- 
lors  make a Council - and that a threat of force made 
a weak Government and a weak Government give 
way. I say that with all due respect to the hon. 
senior member for  Bridgetown. It i s  obvious that, if 
the Aldermen had been appointed before the election, 
there would have been no complaint. If the Aldermen 



had been appointed before the 1959 Local Govern- 
ment Elections, while i t  may have prevented a much 
deserved honour from accruing to the hon. senior 
member for  Bridgetown, the fact is that it could have 
keen done legally, and i t  would have been politically 
feasible k c a u s e  nobody would have made a murmur. 
Mr. Morris  would have been elected in St. Michael 
West, and i t  would have given the Barbados Labour 
Party one more seat in the Election. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, I hope the 
n.,r,. senior member fo r  St. Thomas is aware of how 
long I allowed him to speak, on what he t e rms  to be 
a win t  of elucidation, without interrupting him. I 
arri cne of those people who do not believe that t w ~  
wrongs make a right, but I also believe that such a 
situation can serve a useful purpose at times. 1 
like to read the comics in the Advocate, because that 
is all  I can find to read in it. I follow Matty Square, 
Pouch and the Chameleon. The people, who are  al- 
ways shouting about their constitutional rights, a r e  
generally people like Matty Square, Pouch and the 
Chameleon. 

Here it is the hon. senior member for  St. Thomas 
who is talking about aReturning Officer at  a Polling 
District. He claims that this officer was canvassing, 
and that it not true. I would remind the hon. mem- 
be r  that at the same bye-election I was the agent for  
a candidate, Mr. W. Smith. The senior member for  
St. Thomas was not an agent for  anybody including 
himself, but he was inside the Polling a rea  can- 
vassing. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. 
I would just advise him that he made that remark 
in St. Andrew School, and the matter is st i l l  in the 
hands of my solicitors. He is not a lawyer, and I 
would advise him, f i r s t  of all, to find out the law. 
There is no law against what he calls a non-agent 
going into the Polling area, but there is a law against 
saying that anybody goes into a Polling a rea  and can- 
vasses. Let him go outside and say t t a t  again. I can 
tell  him that Messrs. Hutchinson and Banfield have 
a case of slander against him in respect of me, but 
I am asked not to pursue the case. He must withdraw 
that, Sir. He must withdraw the remark that I was 
canvassing in a Polling Station. It is a criminal of- 
fence, and I could lose my seat in the House if it is 
proved that I was canvassing in a Polling Station. 
6.40 p.m. 

Mr. ADAMj: On a point of order, he said I was 
canvassing in a polling area. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Do not waste your time 
with that. Go and tel l  your ssl ici tols  to put me in 
Court. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a criminal offence. I will ask 
the hon. memlber to withdraw that and proceed. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Withdraw what? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The statement. 

Hon, N. W, BOXILL: What statement? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will ask the hon. member to 
withdraw that and proceed. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Do you want me to withdraw 
that he was canvassing. All right, I withdraw that he 
was canvassing. He was soliciting votes in a polling 
area.  

Mr. ADAMS: I object to that. That is exactly 
what I have objected to. What is wrong with the hon. 
junior member for  St. Thomas?If I had solicited votes 
in a polling area, I could lose my seat  tomorrow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: "Solicited" has the same effect. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: You will eventually do, any- 
how; so you do not have to worry about that. (Asides) 
Mr. Speaker, do you mzan you are allowing the hon. 
member to continue to interrupt me? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. member withdraw 
the word "solicited" and proceed with the debate. 

Mr. ADAMS: Soliciting votes in a polling a rea  is 
an offence. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: I withdraw that he was soli- 
citing votes in a polling area, but I know i t  is not be- 
yond the hon. member to be in a polling a rea  for  the 
purpose of so doing. 

Mr. ADAMS: On a point of order ,  I object to that 
in that it imputes improper motives to an hon. member 
and i t  i s  unparliamentary b x a u s e  it imputes a cr imi-  
nal intention to an hon. mem.kr ,  and1 ask that he with- 
draw that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No member shall impute improper 
motives to another member. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: I have not imputed any im- 
proper motive towards the hon. member. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. member withdraw 
that and proceed. 

Hon. N. W. BQXILL: Mr. Speaker, what do you 
want me to do? I do not want th'? House to be braken 
up and then for  somebody to say that I broke up the 
House. If you want me to withdraw what I said, I cate - 
gorically withdraw what I have said about the hon. 

member, but I saw the hon. member taking people to the 
polls within the polling area. Let him deny that now. 

Mr. ADAMS: On a point of order, wewere there 
together. He was driving his c a r  with p ~ o p l e  and I 
was being driven in a c a r  by the candidate with th~? 
hon. senior  member for  Christ Church. We were 
there together, except I didnot have any voters in my 
car ;  he had in his. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no point of order  and 
there is nothing to be withdrawn. 



Hon, N. W. BOXILL: Now he will come in for  
some lashes, The law states  that the c a r  should &- 
posit the voter and unless the voter cannot read and 
wite o r  is blind, the voter  shouldnot be accompanied 
inside the polling district. The hon. member was in- 
side the polling station, Let him deny that because 
this is where he was challenging me and said he would 
put me in Court. It is no wonder that solicitors can 
live so big. 

Mr. ADAMS: The hon. member has asked me to 
deny that. The hon. member is going into deeper 
waters  than he understands. He states  he was an 
agent. Just let me tell  him that the only agent was 
the hon. senior member for  St. Joseph and a pur- 
ported appointment of agency was made under which 
the hon. member travelled all about on election day 
in St. Joseph. A11 the electoral officials now 
know it to be a mistake. Ihad more right to be there than 
the hon. m e m i ~ r ,  but I am not worrying with him; 
he is raising the point. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think we hadbetterget  back and 
stick to the subject matter  of the Resolution and for-  
get the details of what happened and what may be in 
Court. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: I agree we should stick to the 
Resolution, but do not forget that I am a ~ i n i s t e r  and 
therefore something critical about the Government 
has  been said, and1 have the right to reply. (A VOICE: 
What about that?) I also have the right to close the 
debate if I want to; so  do not ask me what about that. 
You take your foot down and have some respect. 
(Asides) Now he has taken all the steam out of my 
debate. I would not say he is a coward, but the hon. 
member makes statements and then he neverwaits to 
hear  the reply. Anyhow this is fo r  the record. The 
hon. member seemfi to have no memory at  all o r  a 
convenient memory, because I know, but the hon. 
member would not know because he was never on 
the opposite side of thc fence; bnt Ihave always been on 
the opposition side of the fence and I know that when 
the Barbados Labour Party was in power, not only 
did they lnake sure  that their  yardfowls were Re- 
turning Officers, but some of the cel lar  ducks used to 
be by the demarcation line with a placard hdding up, 
and in the las t  bye-election in St. Joseph I had to 
draw it to the attention of the Returning Officer on 
more than one occasion that the Barbados Labour 
Party had people from St. Joseph standing by the 
demarcation line drawing to people's attention how 
to vote. My view is that no c a r  should b= allowed 
to pass the demarcation line to ca r ry  the voters to 
the poll. The voters  should be made to get out there 
and there should be facilities for  those whoare blind 
and incapacitated, those who cannot walk and so on. 
There a re  people who can vote who cannot walk and 
they can be taken inside the polling district to cast  
their  votes. No c a r  should be allowed to pass the 
demarcation line, and I am sure  the hon. senior me!n - 
b e r  agrees with me. 

In the former  bye-election in the City, I sawthe 
father  of the hon. junior member for  Bridgetown in a 

polling station sitting down, but there irs no law say- 
ing that the agent is to b? in a polling station sitting 
down. (Asides) The moment you are there, you are 
soliciting votes in a surreptitious manner, and these 
are things that have to be stopped. (Asides) I know 
that if  you had risked this when the Barbados Labour 
Party was in power, all like now the complaints 
against you before the Chief Justice would not have 
stopped yet; your name would have been changed fo r  
a number, and people would be running about trying 
to whisper. When the boot is on the other foot, you 
can always hear...... 

Mr. ELLIOTT MOTTLEY: On a paint of order ,  
if the hon. member gets  back to the bye-election in 
the City, I would ask him if he is aware that the 
Prime Minister walked into the polling station at  St. 
Mary's with a camera  and I do not know if i t  con- 
tained infra-red film to see how people were voting. 
What could be more improper than to walk into a 
polling station with a camera to take pictures of 
people voting? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No point of order .  

Hon. N.W. BOXILL: The hon. m?mberaskedme 
a question. The answzr is that I was not aware. I am 
not saying i t  is not true; but there is no machine no 
matter  how grea t  o r  sm,zll that can make a man r e -  
member. l i l s i & s l  

Mr. SPEAKER: M2mbers not addressing the 
Chair, please ...... 

Hon., N.W. BOXILL: Let then1 dissipate them- 
selves. There a r e  some paints which the hon. mamber 
made with which I agree, but I was only replying to 
the hon. senior  memlxr  for  St. Thonlas to remind 
him that his memory is ei ther  short o r  convenient, 
because when his Party which he has the honour to 
represent - I do not even know if he calls it an honour 
because he has no honour in it; he is down at th? b3t- 
tom of the rung - was in power, they did not stop 
short of intimidating the people, and he ought to be 
the last  person to come in here to use this kind of 
remark  about a Returning Officer at a piling district 
who was canvassing, because that is not true. 
6.50 p.m. 

Returning Officers, like any other  p2rson in the 
community, have a right to have a feeling one wry o r  
the other. 1 am not sayingthey have a right to demon- 
s trate  this feeling openly, but they have a right like 
anybody else,  but to make the statement he has made 
because the gentleman cannot come in here and de- 
fend himself, I consider this to be unfair and un- 
parliamentary, because this is not the f i r s t  time the 
hon. member has said this, and the hon. member 
knows I was there as well as the senior  member h 
St. James when they were  counting the votes and no- 
thing untoward took place. 

I am only referr ing to the senior  member fo r  
St. Thomas who got up an3 t r ied to castigate the 
Returning Officer, and not only that, but I have been 



wsifchfng the ennd of the members on the opposite 
aide, that the moment anybody shows the slightest 
iddhg that they are in favour of anybody on this side 
they are the biggest yardfowl, the biggest thief, they 
are dishonest and everything that is wrong, There is 
no bigger thief than one who takes money to do a job 
and refuses to do it, 

Mr. SPEAKER: No arrangements have been 

made f o r  us during the period bztween 7.00 and 7.45 
when automatically the sitting has to be suspnded.  
It is quite close to 7 o'clock nDw, and it would seem 
that if we continue till  7 o'clock, we will have to sus- 
pend further till aquar ter  to eigh:, andwe might have 
to go further afield than these premises. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I k l i e v e  I am right 
in saying that this is the last piece of business of thn 
House for  today, and I do very sincerely recognise 
the wish of the Leader of the House to finish it, and 
I think that we on this side would like to finish it too. 
I think that what has been said so f a r  i s  something 
that has to be said, because there a re  a lot of mis- 
conceptions by politicians about the nature of elec- 
tions, and I do not think that marnixrs should be hard 
on the Opposition for  talking, but I think they must 
give us a chance to talk it out. Certainly 1 know the 
hon. junior m e m k r  for  St. ,Peter,  and Iwou!d not he 
surprised if the hon. junior member for the City also 
wj.shes to speak, but what I do not quite see i s  the 
argument that between 7.00 and 7.45 that hon. mem- 
bers  wil.1 have to go great distances for  dinner that 
we should now make extraordinary arrangements if 
the Ehuse has to r ise at 7.00 and has to return at 
7.45; niy view is  that the period from 7.45 to 9 o' 
clock, which i s  closing time, willbe sufficient to dis-  
charge the remaining speeches, and I would not sug- 
ge st any extraordinary procedure at the present time. 
Let us go through. 

Mr. Speaker, I wouldprefer to thinkthat you ex-  
tend the hour from 9 .00 rathnr than extending it now 
KO 6.03 because it is not my opinion that we wi.11 b-3 able 
to get through the business at  8.00. The,Hon. Leader of 
the House is askinzus to wr,rk through till 8.00, but I do 
not believt. that we will necessarily finish by 8.00; 1 my- 
self am somewhat surprised to find that the debate 
has taken so lengthy a turn, but I would not have 
missed the speech of the hon. junior memher for  St. 
n o m a s  for  anything. I do not believe to suspend the 
Standing Orders  now to work through till 8.00 will 
necessarily finish this Resolution, and I think it is 
better to let members have their break, come back, 
and if there has to be a suspension of Standing Or-  
d e r s  have it towards 8.30 if i t  appears that time will 
run out, but let hon. memlxr s  have a break now. 

Hon. J. C. T'LTDOR: If at a quarter  past o r  half 
past eight hon. m e m k r s  deem what we a re  now con- 
sidering to be controversial, I would prefer  to move 
the motion for  the suspension of certain Standing 
Orders  now. I beg to move that suspension of Stand- 
ing Orders 5, 14, 16, 18,40 and45 for  the remainder 
of today's sitting. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am informzd by the Clerks -at- 
the Table that it i s  7 o'clock. 

Mr. Adams; the point i s  that hon. m e m k r s  on 
this side are not prepared to say that the debate will 
be finished by 8.00; apart  from those hon. members 
who do not want to work through till 8 o'clock, Icould 
not give any assurance that the speeches from this 
side will be finished by 8 o'clock. 
7.00 p.m. 

SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid I have no alternative 
but to declare this sitting suspended until 7.45 p.m. 

T h e  s i t t i n g  w a s  suspended accordingly at 7,OEi p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When this sitting was suspended 
hon. members were discussing a Resolution on the 
Civil Establishment. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, we do not have a 
quorum. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the Bell be rung. 

T h e  Bell  icus rung and  a quorum obtained.  

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE CIVIL ESTAB- 
LISHMENT (GENERAL) (AMENDMENT) 

ORDER, 1971. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, this Resolution seeks 
to provide adjustments to the establishment structure 
in 12 Ministries and Departments, and the cost en- 
visaged is approximately $347,970. As fo r  the Min- 
is try of Finance, there is one very sad  feature 
reflected in the Note provided here ,  and it is that until 
now there is no proper basis, a s  admitted in the Notes 
for  accounting performance in the Public Service of 
this countrj. What sadder reflection could there be 
when we have, year  in and year  out, to pass vast sums 
of the taxpayers' money for  large sums unacco~nted 
for? We have, in addition to this, the Report, from 
time to time, of the Auditor General. While these 
Reports in themselves do not say that there i s  no 
satisfactory performance, o r  no proper basis, to 
quote the Note, for  accounting performance in the 
Public Service, there is enough fo r  us tounderstand 
that there is something underlying milch more than 
has been able to meet the eye at the present moment. 

Now, we have gone pretty f a r  in recent months. 
We have reached the point of computerising part of 
our  accounts, but there i s  one thing, perhaps, that 
has not really caught the eye in this respect: it is that 

/ 

nothing more can come out of a computer than what 
has been fed into it. 
7.50 p.m. 

If this state of affairs i s  reflected here in this 
note, one can readily see what is going to be our  po- 
sition in the not too distant future. We m m t  ask our- 
selves if employing two Chief account an:^ w!~? will be 
professionally qualified i s  going to be tKe answzr. We 
do not see where these two accountants will be at- 
tached to in the Training Unit because accountancy in it- 



self is a field ofstudy which cannot be hurried through. 
It is a field whichTovers a period of years, and one 
must understand that persons engaged in such an ex- 
ercise have got to be dedicated people and not mere- 
ly people who are, as  wz have seen in the past, malung 
the Civil Service a stepping stone for getting a fare 
to Canada o r  some other part of the world where op- 
portunities are  undoubtedly bztter. 

We a re  not, Mr. Speaker, attempting to deny Gov- 
ernment an opportunity to provide the services that 
a re  envisaged in the appointment of a Supervisor of 
insurance, because undoubtedly launching out on a 
scheme such a s  has been proposed must of necessity 
demand that an officer of the highest quality possible 
be appointed to fill suchapost, and the post of super- 
visor of insurance is one forwhichwe feel, if we are  
not to have leakages at  any stage of our commitments 

, in this particular field, wz ought tofindthe very best 
qualified person to fill such an office. 

In the same way, we are to hope that the salary 
of $10,800 per annum for the two Chief Axountants 
would be sufficient inducement for a highlyqualified 
set of people to take upthese duties, and particularly 

' a s  the note says, their duties will b= related to the 
training of others in accountancy. 

Now the Valuation D~vision does not to my mind 
present mrxh of a problem because I myself have been 
following quite closely on the heels of all this and I 
feel that we a re  a little k h i n d  in the upgrading of this 
post of Technical Assistant to that of Assistant Valuer, 

- because we very well know that the Department is 
presently administered by an officer who has retired 
and has been re-engaged on a temporary basis; so it 
is in keeping with th best policy possible to upgrade 
the post of Technical Assistant to that of Assistant 
Valuer if we find that i t  will make for efficienzy, so 
that when the time comes for  the retired officer to 
finally resign, the Assistant Valuer would b:: able to 
carry on these duties. 

Now I will not say anything a s  regards the Statis- 
tical Service o r  the Regim?nt, but Iwillmake a sim- 
ple observation on this matter of the Chief Electoral 
Officer. The Leader of the House some time last 
year informed us that a plece of equipment was .bzing 
awaited so that the photographers would be able to 
visit the homes of the incapacitated and like persons 
who were not able to get out to the camera centres 
and that those persons would be photographed in their 
homes. Now we have it, Mr. Speaker, that the 15th 
March is  expected to be the closing date for the 
registration and photographing of persons who want 
to be registered to vote. If that is the case, I wonder 
exactly what the Leader of the House has got to say 
as  regards this piece of equipment, whetherornot it 
has arrived and if so, if it has been put into use. We 
would be told undoubtedly how many persons have 
been photographed a s  a result of the arrival of this 
particular piece of equipment, because it is amat ter  
of considerable concern to each andevery hon. mem- 
ber at least on this side of the House and I must 
say on that side a s  well, because no one would want to 
find that when election time comes there is any 

person in any constituency who through some handi- 
cap has not been able to exercise his civic right, and 
this in the face of havinghen promised by the Leader 
of the House to expect to be photographed in one's 
home on the arrival of this special piece of equip- 
ment. 

Much has been said, Sir, on the question of the 
appointment of a permanent post of Chief Electoral 
Officer, but the only thing that is worrying me is to 
find that we a re  appointing a permanent officer to 
this post, and in the same note we see that the sup- 
porting staff will be provided on a temporary basis 
a s  may be required. Surely if we a re  setting up such 
an important office and the officer is going to be paid 
$9,800 per annum, if you a re  appointing that quality 
officer, surely you must have a well established de- 
partment. We do not and cannot expect to hear that 
you have installed an officer and to see that the sup- 
porting staff will be provided on a temporary basis. 

Y-c 
There must be some staff whose p r fo rm.oce  in of- 
fice will b? equally a s  imkportant and a s  accomaodat- 
ing as  one could expect of an officer who has been 
appointed on apermsnent basis, and it i s  for  this rea- 
son we would certainly like to hear what the Hon. 
M i n i s t e ~  would have to say on this score. 

Now I turn to the Police. The note says that it was 
decided in 1969 that there should h an increase in 
the establishment of the Royal Barbados Police Force 
phased over a three-year period. The staff provided 
by this Order is the thirdphase of that general Police 
Staff expansion made necessary by the widened range 
and variety of Police duties. 

Mr. Speaker, I must pose a query here. I must 
ask the Minister responsible who I lxlieva is the 
Leader of the House on this occasion, what are  those 
duties of so widened a range andvariety that the Po- 
lice are  now called upon to pcrform. 
8.00 p.m. 

What we can see and what we know - and 
I am sure, Mr. Speaker, that you a re  a s  fami- 
l i a r  with this a s  1 am sure, Mr. Speaker, that 
you a re  a s  familiarwith this a s  I am myself - w,- are 
certain that the deployment of the Police leaves mmh 
to be desired, because the absence of the policeman 
on the beat is a matter of public concern; very much 
so. There was a time, Mr. Speaker, when there was 
less  crime being cominltted; there were fewer people 
living, there were fewer policemt~n, bllt do you know, 
Sir, that we had more Police Stations and we had 
greater  police supervision? There were less  mur- 
ders, less  cases of rape and indecent assault upon 
females; what one must concern oneselfwith today is 
that the places where indecent assault upon afemale 
is committed, and we are  saying that motorising the 
Police Force has not proven to be the answer for  the 
reduction of the crime limit in this country. It has 
not proven to be any deterrent, it has not shown it- 
self in any respect a s  a means of reducing the foul, 
filthy and indecent language that has taken hold of the 



a m i n  country, that people cannot express themselves 
today in an ordinary conversation without employing 
some adjectival phrases that would cause decent peo- 
ple in this country to vomit. 

Mr. Speaker, we find ourselves at this stage 
having to call upon the Minister of Home Affairs to 
insist on the Commissioner of Police to place more 
policemen on the beat; we must stamp out this dirty 
language, we must mount a campaign against it, we 
must employ Special Constables, if necessary, we 
must put policemen in plain clothes, if necessary. I 
am saying that the country, judging by the frequent use 
of the type of language to which I have referred, has 
gone past Hell, and we have got to do something to 
bring it back. We a re  here today, Mr. Speaker, con- 
cerned with the creation of posts for three Inspectors, 
two Sergeants, twelve Corporals and thirty six Con- 
stables; I want to say here andnowthat the principal 
need for the Royal Barbados Police Force is  the crea- 
tion of the posts for 53 Constables, that each member 
of the Force recruited thereto must carry out a period 
of patrol duty on the beat. 

I must say this, Mr. Speaker, that a policeman 
who knows the law is a happy man, and one thing that 
has been taking place in our midstfor some time now 
i s  this, that our Training School has bzen turning out 
policemen here who a re  not at all familiar with the 
various Acts on the Statute Book. I remember in 
years past that a policeman passing out from the 
Training School had at his fingertips, could b= called 
upon at a momznt's notice, some 32 Acts on the Sta- 
tute Book, but today this is not the case. We have 
seen no evidence whatsoever that the young police- 
man who comes out from the Training School has been 
familiarising himself with any research; what he can 
tell you is this, he has been taught a s  much ju- jitsu as  
there i s  to be taught, and other forms of manly a r t  
fo r  the protection perhaps of his body, but, Sir, that 
in itself i s  not enough, and one should call into ques- 
tion what i s  it that has caused those other territories 
that have withdrawn the sending of their recruits to 
the Police Training School at Barbados; what was 
responsible for it? We do not for a moment think that 
those territories were minded o r  in any way con- 
cerned with any attempt at bringing about disintegra- 
tion in the training of police for the service of their 
country, it i s  mDre a question where these countries 
were concerned that the type of recruit returned home 
to their countries were not exhibiting a sufficient 
sense of duty and responsiblity as  to warrant the 
financial contribution that those countries had been 
making to the upkeep of the Police Training School 
in this country. 

These are  things, Mr. Speaker, with which we 
have gqt to concern ourselves. We have it before us - 
and there are no two ways about this - that discipline 
in our owl Police Force has been going a-begging, 
i t  has completely broken down. 
8.10 p.m. 

Sir, you have a situation a t  the present moment 
where the Commissioner of Police is asking Corpo- 
rals and Sergeants that, when co'nstables commit 

offences, rather than have them reported, toendeavour 
to reason with them, in preference to bringing them 
before him where he is in duty bound to adjudicate 
and take some sort of diciplinary action. When one 
finds a state such as this existing, it is for one to 
become wary. One cannot feel happy about this state 
of affairs, 

Sir, I do not know if hon, members are  aware of 
the fact that each day we sit in this Honourable House 
members of the Royal Barbados Police Force a re  
spying upon us, and they return to Police Head- 
quarters and write reports a s  to the conductor per- 
formance of each hon. member in this House. That 
i s  exactly what is happening. It encroaches on my 
privilege in this Honourable House, and I am chal- 
lenging the Commissioner of Police and the Minister 
of Home Affairs to deny what I have said. I say that 
the members of the Royal Barbados Police Force 
a re  coming into this House, and their specific duty 
is to report back to the Commissionerof Police as  to 
the conduct of hon. members in this House, (Hon. 
N. W. BBXILL: "Of course not.") Who says "of 
course not"? Do not deny it for  denying it sake; in- 
vestigate the matter first. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I have to deny 
it; I do not believe it. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, I refer to the Security 
Branch of the Royal Barbados Police Force. The 
Leader of the House has got up to say he does not 
believe it, because he would like to hear me say where 
my source of information comes from. 

Hon. J. C.TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I object tothat. 
I do not have to say I disbelieve it to hear where his 
source of information comes from. It is just incredi- 
ble to me that a thing like this could happen. I do not 
see any reason for it, and I therefore do not accept 
it. I would have to see it in black and white. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, I am very serious 
about what I have just said. There is no member of 
the Royal Barbados Police Force who comes here in 
plain clothes for the protection of any hon. member 
of this House. Any member of the Royal Barbados 
Police Force, who is attached to the Security Branch 
and i s  sent here onduty,must return to Headquarters 
and have a report ready for  the office of the Com- 
missioner at 8 a.m. the following day. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: What is there to report on? 

Hon. N, W. BOXILL: Report on what! 

1 Mr. HINDS: Ask the police. I am not concerned 
1 with what he has to report on. 
I * 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, the hon. mem- 
ber  may have heard that, but I find it difficult to ac- 
cept it because it could not be any part of the compe - 
tence of any branch of the Royal Barhzdos Police 
Force to inquire into the conduct of members of Par-  
liament conducting business in ParliamenLThat would 
be entirely outside of their competence. 

4 



Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, I have never said that 
any member of the Royal Barbados Police Force 
comes here and inquires into theconduct of hon. 
members, but he observes and reports thereon. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Observes for  what purpose? 
Hon. members of Parliament, when they meet in 
Parliament, are  conducting legitimate business, and 
they are  not breaking the law. Forwhat purpose would 
any observation have to be made? I just do not accept 
it, Mr. Speaker. It is entirely unnecessary. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, I have given this Hon- 
ourable House the benefit of my knowledge; I know 
with what authority I speak, and I know what I am 
talking about. The Hon. Leader of the House a s  well 
a s  other Ministers a r e  at liberty to make diligent in- 
quiries to determine whether what I have sa idis  true 
o r  not. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I thinkthe hon. 
member does not understand the basis of my disbe- 
lief. Let me explain i t  to him. No person can address 
this House unless he is a member of it. All the 
business transacted in this Chamber is transactedby 
people who a re  duly elected under the provisions of 
the Constitution of this country and the Representa- 
tion of the People Act. What are there in the deli- 
berations and transactions of Government Business 
f o r  anybody to observe? ( A s i d e s )  I take the hon. 
member's point. We employ them; we appropriate 
money here to pay their salaries; they are  not above 
us in status. What a re  they observing? I just do not 
accept it. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, I want the Hon. Leader 
of the House to understand that a member of the Se- 
curity Branch would hardly come into this House and 
report the speeches made by hon. members. I am 
saying that they have made extracts fram speeches 
made by hon. members and incorporated them into 
their own reports to be submitted to the Commis- 
sioner of Police by 8 a.m. the following day. 

Hon. N. W. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, on a point of 
order. I would like to point out to the hon. member 
that the only persons who a re  allowed to read o r  write 
within the precincts of the House during the time the 
House is in session a re  the Official Reporters who 
take down Hansard and the Reporters for the Press. 
Nobody else is allowed to read, write, sleep o r  do 
anything of the sort  in this House. If anybody does 
any of those things, maybe the Marshal does not see 
them, o r  he does not want to worry himself about 
them. It is illegal to read, write, sleep, laugh and so 
on in this House. People a re  only allowedto come in 
here, sit down and listen to the debates. No policeman 
can come in here and write a report on us. 

Mr. Speaker, I want the hon. member to under- 
stand that the office he now holds i s  the highest office 
in the land. We make the law. What nonsense is he 
talking about policemen coming to this House to make 
reports on hon. members? What we say in here goes. 
Even if we made a wrong law, i t  will have to be law 
because we made it. 
8.20 p.m. 

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Speaker, if the hon. member 
would give way, I must say that our conduct in this 
House of Assembly is not private o r  secret; i t  is 
known to the public a s  a whole, so if somebody takes 
i t  in writing o r  not, the public will know our character 
and ability when we come in here bywhat comes from 
our  mouths. If they take notes, i t  i sno  offehce to us. 

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, Iquite understandwhat . 
the hon. junior member for  St. Thomas has tried to 
say. When Your Honour was facing the oppmite 
direction, I have seen security men sitting in that 
comer  taking notes. (HON. J. C. TUDOR: And you 
did not call our attention to it?) I have seen Inspx to r  
Lunn in uniform next to the very security men who 
were taking the notes. I am w t  accusing the police- 
men of only taking notes, but they go out and present 
garbled versions of what did go on in this House to 
the Commissioner of Police. What the Commissioner 
of Police does with these reports i s  amat ter  entire- 
ly for  him; it does not concern me at all. But I am 
saying, and it cannot be denied by the Commissioner 
of Police o r  by the Minister of Home Affairs that 
what I have said here i s  a statement of fact, and that 
members of this House a re  reported on by the 
security men in this Island. Mr. Speaker, it only 
means that hon. members on that side are  not 
familiar with what is going on within their own Police 
Force. l i \ s l t f ( , \ i  

Mr. SPEAKER: Hon. members not addressing 
the Chair, please observe the relevant Standing 
Orders. 

Mr. HINDS: My point is that when we had less  
people in this Island and a smaller Force, w2 had 
more Police Stations. What I want to say now is that 
with the building up of areas  such a s  the Pine Hous- 
ing area, Grazettes Housing area  and other housing 
areas  scattered about the place, we should see re-  
established either the Belmont Station o r  the Brittons 
Hill Police Station in that area. In other words, 
when a person is arrested by the police, too mclch 
time elapses before the person making the a r res t  
can get relief o r  assistance because it is comjng 
from too f a r  away. Further, we have a terrific in- 
crease in the numixr of house breakings of the vilest 
type in this country, with many other accompanying 
crimes. Many people are  very unhappy and uncom- 
fortable, and this brings into consideration the type 
of house that is now being constructed in this com- 
munity. There a r e  some people who have fallen for 
town and country planning and permit tho building of 
these low types of houses, and then the people have 
to provide wrought iron barr iers  a t h e i r  windows 
and doors. The modern type of house today carr ies  
much more glass than in years past; thieves have 
now a greater invitation to invade the privacy o r  what 
was once considered the privacy of certain homes. 
All this is in what we call the modern build-up. We 
a re  saying, Mr. Speaker, that the time has come 
when we have got to decide to police the streets  and 
villages. We a r e  having many policemen placed in 
offices; too may policemen a r e  joy-riding in motor 
c a r s  and the like, Mr. Speaker, we want an increase, 
not necessarily in the numbers in the Force; we want 
an increase in efficiency. F o r  instance, if one-fifth 



of the crime that is reported at Scotland yard is 
traced, it i s  considered excellent. We have here our 
C.I.D. we are hearing of this widened range and 
variety of police duties. The Police need to keep 
statistics of the number of crimes reported and the 
number traced. It is a bit shocking, Mr. Speaker, 
that we still have a number of unsolved murders in 
little Barbados, not to mention house breakings, rapes 
and other serious crimes against the person. 

MOMENT OF INTERRUPTION 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid it is now 8.30 p.m. 
o'clock, the Moment of Interruption, and in the ab- 
sence of an assurance that the matter is not contro- 
ve rsial. .. ... . 

Mr.  ELLIOTT MOTT'LEY: Mr. Speaker, I give 
the assurance that the matter i s  not controversial. 

Mr.  SPEAKER: Will the hon. junior m ~ m b e r f o r  
St. Peter assure me whether o r  not the matter i s  con- 
troversial? If it is, we cannot proceedanylater now. 

Mr. HINDS: I will not make it controversial. We 
can go on. 
8.30 p.m. 

M r .  SPEAKER: The hon. junior member for St. 
Peter, will he assure me whether o r  not the matter 
i s  controversial? If it is, we will not be able to pro- 
ceed with it at this stage. 

hlr. Hinds: Mr. Speaker, I am not giving a 
guarantee that I am going to finish by 9 o'clock. I 
am being forced to finish by 9.00 so 1 will try to 
complete by 9.00. 

Mr .  SPEAKER: Tw:, minutes before nine. 

Mr. HINDS: I will stop in time for the Minister 
to reply. Mr. Speaker, we have situations in this 
island which demand that there shquld be increased 
police vigilance; for instance, at Combe m e r e  School 
on weekends vandals take over the place, they litter, 
and leave faeces all over the place. There is a pavilion 
there now being destroyed. At the Pine playing field, 
there i s  a Community Centre there that has been 
destroyed; we are witnessing gambling on the in- 
crease at every street  comer,  and at every dance 
hall. There is  now a section of every dance hall that 
i s  set  aside each Saturday and Sunday night for  the 
gamblers, and Mr. Speaker, I want to say that what 
I am now saying is not unkown to certain members 
of the Royal Barbados Police Force. 

I feel that we have got to act and act quickly; 
for instance, along the streets of this island, I think 
I had better describe it as  how some people undress 
themselves and parade on the streets, you see some 
women with half of their breasts out and half of the 
buttocks out, parading gn the streets  of this island. 
These are open invitations to rape, indecent assault 
and other crimes that a r e  committed by some of our 
youths who cannot control themselves. This, Mr. 
Speaker, I feel should be stopped;there is a method 
of getting round it, we feel that our Police Force 

should be lectured to and those lectures should be 
acted upon without infringing o r  encroaching upon 
the rights of any individual who walk the streets of 
this country, but still we should bring about a measure 
of decency. We should teach people to discipline them- 
selves and see if we cannot get things back on a de- 
cent level in our country. 

I have, Mr. Speaker, to t ry  and hasten to another 
point, but believe me, 1 would have likedto say much 
more on this score to see if we can encourage the 
Government, although we know they will not have the 
opportunity to do it, to establish more police posts 
that they could exercise control and bring back some 
sort of sanity to some of our people. The Ministry 
of Education is  asking for  an Assistant Secretary in 
the salary scale $7,500 - $10,800; I want to ask the 
Minister here and now, i s  this an Assistant Secretary 
to function a s  an Information Officer forthe Ministry 
of Education o r  a Public Relations Officer in the 
Ministry of Education? The note says that: 

In keeping with the Constitution of UNESCO, 
member states are  required to make arrangements 
for  associating the principal bodies in the country 
Interested in educational, scientific and cultural 
matters with the work of the Organisation and to this 
end a National Commission for UNESCO broadly 
representative of the Government and such bodies 
has bzen set up. 
8.40 p.m. 

Now, it is comrnon knoweledge that both the 
Barbados Union of Teachers and the Barbados 
Secondary Teachers Union must be considered as  
two of the bodies principally concerned with educa- 
tional and cultural matters in this country. If we 
find that these two organisations have had to issue 
protests at  Government's action in excluding them, 
o r  having representatives from at least one of them 
on this National Commission, I think that we are  
well within our rights to suggest that the Government 
should endeavour to see that this Commission will 
not be wrangling with these bodies. We should see a 
Commission truly representative of bodies interested 
in educational, scientific and cultural matters. 

Mr. Speaker, we have other institutions like the 
Headmasters and Headmistresses Conference; we 
have the Rawlite Guild. ( A s  ides,  It suits the Leader 
of the House to acknowledge five of them, but there 
a re  others from which representatives ought to have 
been drawn. As a matter of fact, if  it were thought 
that a representative from each organisation mrght 
make the Commission too cumbersome then a com- 
promise could have been reached during the nego- 
tiations entered into and the Unions could have decided 
to send two delegads to become members of the 
Commission in order to make headway in a matter 
of this s o a .  

We find in this Resolution that the Government 
is completely ignoring these organisations and is 
about to set  up a secretariat.They want an Assistant 
Secretary, a Library Assistant, and a Stenographer. 
I have asked the Minister to state whether this Assis- 
tant Secretary will function as  a Public Relations 
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Officer to the Ministry of Education o r  anInformation 
Officer to the Ministry of Education, and I would 
like to get an answer from the Minister. (Asides) 

I am told that I will have to wait until we are  dis- 
cussing the Estimates. 

Mr. Speaker, I am not at  ease, seeing that I have 
to race against time. With regard to the Health 
Centres, wz find that the Minister has now come 
around to appreciating some of the questions tabled 
in this Honourable House from time to time, because 
this Note admits that qualified staff have been re-  

, cruited overseas from time to time, but on arriving 
in Barbados it was found that the conditions ofwork 
were not at all acceptable to them. As a consequence, 
the Minister very well knows that many of them 
turned up their noses and quitted the jobs. The Note 
here refers to the loss to the Service of this exper- 
tise. I wonder if the Minister would have at his 

* fingertips how many staff Nurses recruited over- 
seas have quitted the job. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not propose going on at length 
because of the time. Anyway, I see that they are  now 
creating several posts and amalgamating the posts 

- of Staff Nurse and Health Sister. Now, Iwant towarn 
the Minister that sometime ago this Honourable 
House was encouraged into creating, a s  at the Mental 
Hospital, a post of Principal Nursing Officer. That 
i s  a nonsensical title, and the post of that officer is 
really vacant. No post of Principal Nursing Officer 
obtains in the West Indies. This House was misled 
into agreeing to the title for sbch an office, and that 
is something that should be remedied a s  quickly as  
the Minister finds i t  possible to do so. 

With reference to the posts of Health Sister and 
Staff Nurse, I would advise the Minister to think very 
carefully about this matter. I appreciate the fact that 
the Staff Nurse finds herself performing the same 
duties as  the Health Sister, a s  the Note tells us here, 
but there might be the necessity for a distinction at 
some point. We feel that the guidance of people who 
a re  interested in health matters and who have ex- 
perience in these Institutions which we are  setting 
up here, even if it comes from outside the chief 
technical area surrounding the Ministry, should b? 
sought. I think the Minister will be well advised to 
explore the matter. 

Mr. Speaker, I think I have covered the gamut 
- in some haste, and I leave it to the Minister to let 

us  hear what he has to say on these matters. 

Mr. ELLIOTT MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I want 
to say a few words on Item (6) Police. The remarks 
made by the junior member for  St. Peter a s  to the 
opening o r  re-siting of some of the Police Stations 
a re  valid. I do not go a s  f a r  a s  saying which Police 
Stations should be re-opened, but I may suggest that 
because of the shift of the populationin recent years, 
the Government may very well find it necessary to 
have a look at certain places based on population and 
decide whether certain areas need more policemen. 
F o r  example, the housing areas and other areas  need 

-more policing. The District "A" area, for  example, 

covers a very wide area; I believe i t  goes to St. 
George, Cave Hill, and the Bank Hall area. If some 
sort  of investigation is done in this matter you may 
find that other parts of St. Michael a s  well as other 
country areas  may require Substations o r  other 
Police Stations. 
8.50 p.m. 

One other point is that I thinkthe time has come 
when the Police Force in this countrymustestablish 
a public relations section, because if one thing is 
true, whether we like it o r  not, i t  is that the police 
of this country have a very bad public relations. It 
is unfortunate but i t  is true. If one looks at  the attitude 
adopted to the police whether in the housing areas  o r  
generally, one would see that it is an attitude that 
leaves much to be desired. It isanattitude which can 
be changed if an attempt were made at giving the 
police a better public image. Sir, I am not saying 
that there are  not one o r  two bad policemen, but 
that i s  beside the point. The fact remains that wz in 
Barbados rely entirely for the maintenance of law on 
our police force, and therefore it is necessary to 
have a police force which has a very good public 
image, and this cannot be left to some Police In- 
spector o r  Assistant Police Commissioner who knows 
absolutely nothing about public relations. I think that 
i t  is in the interest of the country a s  a whole and the 
interest of the police and the Government ifGovern- 
ment were to look into setting up a public relations 
department for the purpose of enhancing the image 
of the police of this country. 

Another point, Sir, i s  the question of accommo- 
dation at the Central Police Station. Iknow that there 
will be new buildings, but I think the Government 
should seriously look at the present offices used for  
the Criminal Investigation DepartmLmt. This is really 
outdated; it lacks proper facilities, and I think again 
in the interest of the police the Government should 
seriously consider as  part of the capital works pro- 
ject the building of a new Criminal InvestigationDe- 
partment, because I believe that a lot of the 
finger print records, convictions etc. a re  kept in this 
Department, and if the Minister of Home Affairs 
would visit it, I think he will agree with me that it is 
very insecure. 

There i s  another point on which I do not want an 
answer at this stage, but I want to mention it to the 
Leader of the Heuse b:cause in the Estimates I would 
like him to tell me something about it, and that is 
the question of, uniforms. I say no more. I just want 
a statement during the Estimates about the uniform 
of the police. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I think hon. 
members would realise I could not fully do justice 
at this stage to the questions, but I have noted all 
of - them, and I do say that next week when we a re  
doing the E stimates under the appropriate Head o r  
Heads I am responsible for  and the Hon. Ministerwill 
do his on health,we will answer al l  the points raised 
in this discussion. In' any case, even if we forget, 1 
cannot guarantee that hon. members opposite will 
forget. 



T h e  question that the Resolution do now pass, was 

put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I just want to 
tell hon. members that next week we a r e  proceeding 
with the Appropriation Bill andwe willbe on i t  cer-  
tainly more than one day if I know my House; so that 
I am asking hon. members to clear their decks for 
that, because we a re  not going to do anything else 
but the Appropriation Bill when we start on it. After 
that I will announce to the House when we will rise 
for the customary recess at Easter. 

I beg to move that this House do now adjourn 
until Tuesday next, 16th March, 1971, at 10 a.m. 
o'clock. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr .  SPEAKER: B e f m  I put the motion for the 
Adjournment, I promised the hon. senior member 
fo r  St. James that he would be allowed to put cer-  
tain questions which the hon. junior member for 
Bridgetown has in hand for him now. 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. ELLIOTT M3lTLEY: On behalf of the hon. 
senior m e m k r  for  St. James, I beg to give notice 
of the following questions: 

To enquire of the appropriate Minister:- 

Is  the Minister aware of the bad condition of 
the roads and the inadequacy of the water ser-  
vices in Paradise Land, Applewhaites Lower 
Tenantry, Applewhaites Upper Tenantry and 
Locust Hall Tenantry in the Parish of St. George? 7 

2 Will the Minister take immediate steps to 
make adequate provision for road and water se r- 
vices in these above - mentioned areas? 

To enquire of the appropriate Minister:- 

Is  the Minister aware that the residents of -* 
Rock Hall, near St. Helens, in the Parish of St. 
George, suffer great inconvenience because of 
the lack of a road leading into their district and 
consequently the said residents must of ne- 
cessity use a dir t  track which becomes almost 
impassable after heavy rains? b 
2 Is the Minister aware that residents in the 
above - m~ntioned area a re  willing to make avail - 
able portions of land to facilitate the building of 
a road-way leading to the above -mentioned dis - 
trict? 
3 Will the Minister take appropriate steps to 
have this situation remedied at  the earliest a- 
possible opportunity? 
The  question that this House do now adjourn until 

Tuesday ,  16th March, 1971, at 10.00 a.m. o k l o c k ,  u,as 

put and resolved in the affirmative uithout division, and 
Mr.  S P E A K E R  adjourned the House accordingly. 
9.00 p.m. 




