g

THE

House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

FIRST SESSION OF 1971-76

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 26th October, 1971
Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of As-
sembly met at 2.40 p.m. o’clock,

PRESENT

His Honour N. G. A.. MAXWELL, LL.B,,
Hon. C. E. TALMA, (Leader of the House); Hon. G. G.
FERGUSSON, (Minister -of Health and Welfare); Mr. W. R,
LOWE, J.P., (Chairman of Commitiees); Hon. A. DaC,
EDWARDS, (Minister of Agriculture, Science and Tech-
nology}; Mr. W. C, B. HINDS; Mr. C. L. BOLDEN, LL.B,;
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT, O.B.E.; Hon, F. G. SMITH,
Q.C., B.A,, (Minister of Communications and Works);
Hon. P. G. MORGAN, C.B.E., (Minister of Tourism, In-
formation and Public Relations); Mrs. G. L.EASTMOND;
Hon. P. M. GREAVES, B.A., (Minister of Housing, L ands,
Labour and National Insurance); Mr. H. deB. FORDE,
M.A., LL.B., Dr. the Hon. R. B. CADDLE, (Minister of
Home Affairs); Mr. A. MORRISON and Fon. L. E.
SANDIFORD, B.A., M.A. (Econ.), (Minister of Education,
Youth Affairs, Community Development and Sport);

Prayers were read.

MINUTES

Mr, SPEAKER: I think I should let hon. mem-
bers know that due entirely to the fault of the Gov-
ernment Printery and not that of the Clerks at the
Table the Minutes of the 20th July are not completed;
so when a complete set of Minutes has been obtained
the Minutes will be circulated. The Minutes of the
14th July are in order. (Hon. F. G. SMITH: We were
not here.) .

I am also informed that,again, because of defi-
ciencies on the part of the Government Printery, the
Order Papers were circulated only as recently, in
some cases, as last night. Are the Minutes of the
14th July in order?

Mr., HINDS: Mr. Speaker, I must say that [ am
one of those persons who received copies at alate
hour, I have not been able, in the circumstances, to

(Speaker);

pay the Minutes the attention I would have liked to.
Ishould very muchlike, unless other hon. members
have been able to do better than I have, to suggest
that confirmation of the Minutes be deferred until a
later date,

Mz, SPEAKER: In that case, hon. members,
confirmation of the Minutes is deferred,

PAPERS LAID

Hon, C. E, TALMA: I am commanded to lay, on
behalf of the Hon. Minister of Finance -

Report of the Standing Insurance Committee and
Statement of Accounts of the General Insurance Fund
for the year 1969-70,

Also Statement showing Net Customs and Excise
Receipts for six months ended 30th September 1971,

Hon. R. B. CADDLE: Mr, Speaker, permission
is requested to lay the Representation of the Peo-
ple (Expenses) Regulations, 1971,

GOVERNMENTNOTICES

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of
the Hon, Minister of Finance, I beg to give notice of
a Resolution to grant the sum of $129,127 out of the
Consolidated Fund and to place it at the disposal of
Government to supplement the Estimates 1971-72,
Part 1 - Current, as shown in the Supplementary
Estimates 1971-72, No. 8, which form the Schedule
to the Resolution,

Also, on behalf of the same hon. member, the
Minister of Finance, to give notice of a Resolution
to amend the note to Item 12 of Head 21 - Establish-
ments Division in Part I - Current-of the Approved
Estimates 1971-72,

Also,on behalf of the same hon. member, to give
notice of a Resolution to-amend the note to Item 16
ofHead 11 - Pensions in Part I - Current-of the Ap-
proved Estimates 1971-72,
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Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: Mr, Speaker, I beg to
give notice of a Resolution to grant the sum of
$15,726 out of the Consolidated Fund and to place it
at the disposal of Government to supplement the
Estimates 1971-72, Part II - Capital, as shown in
the Supplementary Estimates 1971-72, No, 9 which
form the Schedule to the Resolution.

BILLS

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: Mr, Speaker, I beg to
give notice of a Bill to amend the Tenantries (Con-
trol and Development) Act, 1965,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give
notice of a Bill to amend the Public Utilities Act,
1951, and a Bill to amend the Gas Works Act, 1911,

On behalf of the Minister of Finance, I beg to
give notice of a Bill to grant an additional sum of
money out of the Consolidated Fund and appropriate
the same for the service of the Island for the
Financial Year 1971-72,

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: Mr. Speaker, I beg to
move that a Bill to amend the Tenantries (Control
and Development) Act, 1965, bz read a first time.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I bag to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

Hon.C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move
that a Bill to amend the Public Utilities Act, 1951,
be read a first time.

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The questionwas putand resolved in the affirmative

without division.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that a Bill to amend the Gas Works Act, 1911, be
read a first time,

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, Ibegto move
that a Bill to grant an additional sum of money out of
the Consolidated Fund and appropriate the same for
the service of the Island for the Financial Year
1971-72 be read a first time.

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

Mr. E. E. GREAVES entered the Chamber and

his seat.

took

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, I have not had
the opportunity of consulting my colleague, the
Leader of the Opposition, but I have spoken to one of
his distinguished colleagues in this connection. In
view of the paucity of their work this afternoon ~ I
speak of Private Members® Business - and the in-
timation which I got at the time, I beg to move that
Standing Orders Nos. 5, 14, 16, 18, 19, 40 and 45 be
suspended for the remainder of today's sitting in
order to proceed with Government Business under
the circumstances.

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

The guestion was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

2.50 p.m.
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the
House go into Committee of Supply.

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division, and Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the
House went into Committee of Supply, Mr. LOWE in the
Chair.

Mr. ADAMS entered the Chamber and took his seat.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 1971-72 No, 6

Head 3 - Parliament - was called.

Hon. C. E, TALMA: Mr, Chairman, it is a prac-
tice which is well-known to deal with Items
and we shall keep to that practice.

seriatim,

In moving that Head 3 stand part, I think most
hon. membezrs are aware of the circumstances so that
itmay be as well for me at least to elaborate on the
matter as presented to the Cabinet. The position is
that the Clerk has requested that this matter be
brought to the attention of the Cabinet in which he has
been granted a special course at Westminster, and
it was felt that he should attend this course and be
granted the opportunity of improving his knowledge
of parliamentary matters. This matter deals with the
expenses involved, and as there was no existing vote
under Head 3 from which the cost of the course could
be met and ths Chief Training Officer requested to
have the cost of the course mazt from training funds,
the Chief Training Officer advised that the training
funds could only meet the expenses up to the amount
0f $5,153.40. The expenses are very much more than
that, and this is a Resolution to secure the balance
of money for the Clerk of Parliament to be granted
the opportunity of attending this course.
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If there are any questions, I am quite willing to
give the fullest explanation possible. As we all know,
the Clerk of Parliament was a magistrate and is
entitled to a certain proportion of leave passage etc.
having served as a magistrate for manyyears, and
this arrangement enables him to secure everything
to which he is entitled having served as a magis-
trate underthe leave passage arrangements and also
to the benefits of the training scheme. I think the
Clerk is very satisfied with what has bsen done, and
we can definitely agree to pass this Head which will
take care of his commitments while he is abroad.

With those few remarks, I beg to move that the
sum of $5,410 under Head 3 - Parliamsnt - stand
part of the Schedule, ’

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: I bag to second that.

Mr, ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, unfortunately due
to being detained in a court up to half an hour ago, I
was unable to be here at an earlier stage. I gather
that the hon. member for St. Peter mentioned the
question of lateness of Order Papers. Now I am
speaking of course under this item and I will not ob-
jectto the Clerk’s living expenses bzing paid during
his course. It is obviously dzsirable that a Clerk
who succeeds a Clerk of long standing such as Mr.
Cumberbatch, should have as ample atraining course
as facilities will afford, but ifImay justtrespass
very briefly on the rest of the Resolution, it is not
every item the Opposition can come in and agree to
or even be prepared to argue about as we can talk
aboutItem 36. Even Item 37 is under the same Head,
and we wouldwant to know a little more about leave
passages than has been said. Thz sum of $4,500
seems very ample for passages alone, but nonethe-
less I am sure an explanation will be given about
this.

The point 1 am making, Mr, Chairman, is that
theare are Heads and items under this Resolution
which I do not think you can possibly ask anybody to
discuss at twelve hours’ or twenty hours’ notice.
There are even Ministers who did not have their Or-
der Papersupto this morning; I happen to know that.
I did not get mine until last night and you are asking
me to come in here and discuss Head 25 to pay the
presiding officers during the past election at twelve
hours’ notice, just to select one item I anticipate
will be more than controversial, We will go along
verywell, Mr, Chairman, on these particular things,
but the Minister must understand that he cannot ex-
pect to deal with this entire Resolution with the
notice which we have been given for it. The Clerk's
accommodation in London is one thing; the payment
of the presiding officers during the election, just to
pick out one is another thing altogether. It is not
even a horse far less one of a different colour, andl
would ask the Minister to bz prepared to concede at
this- stage that we are not going to get through this
vote for $691,000 this afternoon.

Hon.F. G. SMITH: Mr, Chairman, I am amazed
atthe Hon. Leader of the Opposition. He has singled
out of this total omnibus Resolution the presiding

officers as one item on which hz cannot speak this
afternoon. He has just come out of a campaign
where he had presiding officers. It is only a ques-
tion of money; do they deserve it, do they not de-
serve itoris it too much? What is so magical about
that particular item that he cannot discuss it this
afternoon? The Government’s business has got to go
on, and the excuse given by th= Hon., Leader of the
Opposition is too flimsy because he has just had an
election, he has had Presiding Officers, he has
known whether they were good or bad, whether or
not they did their job badly. That was since the 9th
September, can he not come now and criticise or
praise them today as the case may be?

3.00 p.m.

The question that the sum of $5,410 under Item 36

stand part was put and resolved in the affirmative without

division.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, Item 37 is
also new, and in moving the passing of the sum of
$4,500 I would mention as I did previously that the
Clerk of Parliament had put in a claim for $6,904.80
based on his eligibility for leave passages and cal-
culated at the rate of three first class passages. The
Clerkhz=1d the post of Magistrate prior to his hold-
ing the post of Clerk of Parliament and was entitled
to certain leave passages. Afterthe Financial Secre-
tary, the Chief Establishments Officer and the other
various Government officials had looked into the
matter the amount of $4,500 was agreed upon. If
there are any further questions I will try toelabox-
ate onthis, I beg to move that the sum of $4,500 under
Item 37 do now stand part.

Hon, G, G. FERGUSSON: 1 bag to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

The question that the sum of $9,910 under Head 3
stand part was put and resolved in the affirmative without

division.
Head 4 - Auditor General - was called.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, -I1begto
move that Head 4 stand part. I think the note is
pretty clear.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I bzg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

Head 5 - Judiciary - was called.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: My, Chairman, in the case
of the Judiciary there were certain unforeseeable
expenses which could not be very well estimated for
in advance because of many witnesses who comse
fromoverseas. Inthe July and October sittings many
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persons came from overseas and these could not
have been clearly estimated for, as hon. members
on the other side would know, If there are any other
questions 1 will try to answer them, but I beg to
move that Head 5 - Judiciary, Item 13 stand part,.

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

Mr., ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, this is a new
House and maybe we are all a little on edge today,
butalot of things are going through and a lot of non-
sense is being prepared by such persons as the hon,
member for St. Michael South Central, back in the
House for the first time after goodness knows how
many years, talking foolishness on his first day here,

It is perfectly well known to those of us who
have been in this House for a little time, even five
years like at least some of us in the Opposition, that
business cannot always be done as expeditiously as
youwould like, and a little foresight enables matters
to be gone through much more quickly. This is a vote
for $17,000, it is not a lot of money but it raises a
questionof some principle as anybody who practises
in the Courts knows. We are not upon this occasion
having, fortunately, to point out as we did the last
time such a resolution came before the House that
prosecutions of the Crown are very selective in
whom thev bring back from overseas. There seems
to be a more general approach to bringing witnesses
in criminal cases back from overseas to assist the
Courts of this island in coming to conclusions, and
the principle therefore of a proper vote for witnesses
Is not one that any of us on this side can object to,
but the main part - I think the Minister will agree -
of the money required here, the $20,000, is for
bringing, for example,ahandwriting expert from the
United Kingdom, bringing back young ladies who have
suffered certain misfortunes while on a 17-day holi-
~ days from Canada and so on. What [ want to know is
if . the Go* ¢rnment is prepared to be paying out over
$20,000 on air fares and a pleasant fortnight at the
Paradise Beach Club for a handwriting expert from
England who comes out every year, as far as one can
judge, several times to give evidence in Barbados
and will continue to come out, Until the training
scheme which is intended to prepare a member of
the Barbados Police Force with the ability to allow
him to give evidence in these matters is embarked
upon these expenses are going to continue, Why does
the Government not see fit to spend some money on
ordinary every-day Barbadians who have to go to
Court day after day to give evidence in criminal
cases,and better than anyone else a practising law-
ver knows how many adjournments a case may face
andno recompense whatsoever is given for so doing.
In this day and age if money can be spent to bring
back the victims of sexual assault or witnesses from
the smaller Islands, or evento bring back Barbadians,
Civil Servants who may have gone abroad on courses,
why can a scheme not be introduced to reimburse the
poor people who have to stand up in hot Court yards
waitingto give evidence, and who do not as things are
at present get remunerated unless they are doctors,
professional people, and I believe the remuneration
for doctors in the Criminal Court is still at the level
of one guinea.

In a civil case where you can refuse to give
evidence and you are only subject to a fine, you can
get a summons to go to Court but you must be paid,
and when the summonser comes and brings you a
summons in a civil matter you can ask him for the
money there and then and if he does not give you
there and then you are not liable to go to Cuourt at
all, If you do not feel like goingto the Court you can
refuse but you can pay the fine of $9.60 or whatever
the present fine is in the Magistrates® Courts, but
in criminal matters where a warrant of arrest can
be sent for you if you refuse to give evidence, you
can be called before the Court constantly and all you
get is grumbling from your employers. This is a day
to day matter thatall of us have to contend with, and
this is something which I would suggest to the Minis-
ter should be seriously considered under this Head.
Due to the shortness of notice I must assist hon.
members, especially those who may be in need of
assistance - I was going to say like the Attorney
General but Iforgot ‘his services have been dispensed
with in that capacity so lcanavoid that remark - es-
pecially those who may be in need ofassistance
in seeing what this vote usedto be and what this vote
is today.

3.10 p.m.

This vote is rising a lot. If the Government can af-
ford this money, they should institute some system
of paying everybody who has to go to Court. I know
that severe financial loss is incurred.

Only today there was a case before the Supreme
Court, a habeas corpus application, and it revealed
that in a murder case there were, I think, 17 ad-
journments without any evidence being offered, but
witnesses were attending the Court for all those 17
adjournments, I myselfhave just come from a Court
with the same murder accused with witnesses out
in the Court Yard standing in the hot sun until half-
past two to hear that once again the matter isad-
journed. All of those witnesses try to work for a
living; they have little children at home to look after,
and the Government ought to do something about see-
ing that they, too, are the beneficiaries. of whatever
funds are now available for payment of witness ex-
penses. We on this side cannot object to the payment,
because I know that the witnesses are coming all the
time, but matters of this sort must be given con-
sideration,

Hon. F. G, SMITH: Mr. Chairman, I am really
amused at the Hon. Leader of the Opposition. It
seems as if lamared rag to a bull! He says that I
have come back in here in spite of him. [ will tell
him that ! will be in here long after he has gone. Do
notletthat worryhimatall, With regard to the ex-
penses which the Government are asking for, he has
not raised any new points. For a long time we have
been endeavouring to find a suitable officer to send
abroad to learn about handwriting, You cannot pick
up every member of the Police Force, because he is
a constable, and send him to learn about handwriting.
That would be another contributing factor for the
Leader of the Opposition to get more acquittals, [t
would be an easy way for him to get acquittals, be-
cause the first thing he would ask would be: Where
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didyoulearn it? What educationdoyouhave? (Asides)
Ishould have said that he would get some acquittals.
He would love to see us take up any constable and
send him abroad to come back here as an expert.

Mr. Chairman, I could see him, as he did when
he sat down here the first Tuesday at the Swearing-
inas Leader of the Opposition, grinning all over his
face. There would be two occasions when he would
be grinning. He knows that we cannot do it like that,
and that the Government at the moment have a young-
ster abroad who is learning this special art, His
idea about this is not something new to any Govern-
ment. When he talks about witnesses, I would like to
know what he, as a member of the Bar Council, has
ever suggested to me as Attorney-General. (Asides)
When you are versatile you could be Attorney-General,
Foreign Minister, Minister of Communications and
Works or anything, My services have not been dis-
pensed with; I am moving from one Ministry to an-
othexr, so you do not say that my services have been
dispensed with. That is a sign of versatility and
competence. As | have told the hon. member already,
Ihave been the first Attorney-General of Independent
Barbados, so he cannot talk that nonsense. Anyway,

it would be a long time before he could even get
there,

Mr, Chairman, he acknowledges that you have to
bring witnesses from abroad., What the Hon. Leader
of the Opposition has already been doing in this coun-
try is to fool the people that the Government have
something to do with who is prosecuted and who is
not. In his remarks he talked about selectivityof
whom they would bringback and whom they would not
bring back. He knows as well as I do that under the
Constitution of this country that, in the sphere of
criminal law, this Government have never had any
say - since Independence at any rate - in whom
should be prosecuted, when, why and so on, He has
always been fooling the people of this country, as a
lawyer who should know the Constitution, that the
Government prosecute this and that person.

Mr. ADAMS: On a pointof order, Mr, Chairman.
The first time it was said I allowed ittopass. The
second time I would have to refer the hon. member
to the Standing Orders. I know that we have not been
givenany at the opening of this Session, but he must
not say, in my respectful submission, that one hon,
member is trying to fool anybody because that is
imputing bad motives to hon, members. Is it Standing
Order 32, Sir? Iam sure, Mr. Chairman, thatyou
will know the Standing Order. I allowed it to pass the
first time; I allowed what he saidabout selectivity
to pass, because I specifically said that I am not
making any accusationsas toselectivityon this oc -~
casion, lallowed what else was incorrect to pass,
but he must not think that because it was allowed to
pass that all will be allowed to pass., You cannot, in
my respectful submission, accuse another hon, mem-
ber of fooling anybody. That is my respectful sub-
mission to the Chair.

Hon. F. G. SMITH: Mr, Chairman, am not sure
whetherhe isobjecting, because he,obviously wants

an occasion to interrupt rather than to object, Be
that as it may, as I was saying, I have heard the
Leader of the Opposition himself......

Mr. ADAMS: Sir,ona pointof order. Am I right
in saying that you are considering my objection?

Mr, CHAIRMAN: I am,

Hon, F. G. SMITH: As I was saying, the Di-
rector......

Mr. CHAIRMAN: [ am considering this matter
to see ifhe has a valid point. Please take your seat.
Standing Order 26(7) states:

‘‘No Member shall impute improper motives to
another Member.”" In my submission, I feel that the
remark should be withdrawn,

Hon, F. G. SMITH: As you please, Mr, Chair-
man. I withdraw it, but I was trying to say that the
Hon. Leader of the Opposition, in spite of facts well
known to himself and contrary to those facts, has
endeavoured to persuade the people of this country
that the Government are responsible for public
prosecutions and for bringing anybody before the
Courts, which he knows is contrary to the Constitu-
tion of this country. I did not expect him to rise on
this issue at all, because he knows that the Director
of Public Prosecutions himself decides from time to
time andhe alone decides. Section 79 of the Consti-
tution states that in the exercise of his functions in
instituting or terminating of criminal matters he is
subject to the control or authority of no person in
Barbados - not even the Rt, Hon. Prime Minister.

Mr, ADAMS: Will the Hon. Minister deny that,
when he was the Attorney-General, he told me that
that section of the Constitution should be amended to
say that the Director of Public Prosecutions should
be subject only to the Attorney-General?

Mr, CHAIRMAN: No point of order!

Hon, F. G. SMITH: Thatis my feeling, but the
positionas it stands at the moment is what the Con-
stitution says. I still feel that the Attorney-General
of an Independent country shouldhave some say init,
and lam not denying that. What is the point of order?
I am saying that as the Constitution, until amended,
stands - the hon, member knows that the Director of
Public Prosecutions is the only person in Barbados
who can bringa prosecution, who can say which wit-
nesses are to come back and so on.

3.20 p.m.

The Hon, Leader of the Oppositionhas taken
advantage of this Government because this Govern-
ment could not institute prosecutions when the Gov-
ernment felt that they should be instituted. On the
B.W.LLA. issue the Opposition ran through the coun-
try telling the people that our Prime Minister shot
off his mouth, no case is brought and nobody is pro-
secuted when they knew that the Prime Minister or
the Attorney-General, as I thenwas, could not bring
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a case, but it would have been for the Director of
Public Prosecutions. They went around the country

fooling people on this increase of fares to look at
what the Prime Minister has said, and asked what he
had done about it, when they knew that under the
Constitution of Barbados we had no say in doing
anything like this. The time has come in this Hon,

Chamber, Mr. Chairman, when this misleading of
the public has got to stop and that is the only reason
why I got into this debate, because the impression

is constantly being given and the people are being

fooled - I have not said by the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition - by the type of nonsense you hear from
time to time.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, as [ men-
tioned at the very outset in moving the passing of
this item,it is notpossible to accurately estimate
the amount which is needed under this particular
item, and as past experience has shown, in 1968-69
an amount of $3,600 was voted and a supplementary
0£$3,367 wasneeded; in 1969-70 a sum of $5,300 was
voted and a'supplementary of $14,663 needed; in
1970-71 a sum of $6,400 was voted and a supple-
meantary of $7,288 was requested; in 1971-72 an
amount of $6,400 was voted and the sum of $17,765
is now being requested. In the current financial year,
witnesses are” expected from England, St. Vincent,
Grand Caymans, Canada and St. Lucia to give evidence
at the .July Assizes and their expenses are in the
region of $6,210, and for the October Assizes and
January, 1972, expenses are in the region of $8,000,
This money is urgently needed for this purpose. I
hardly think I need say anything more.

Rt, Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr, Chairman, before
you put the question, I just want to make one obser-
vation. I am not going to get involved in discussions
as to whether the Constitution needs amending or
does not need amending; [ will leave it to the legal
luminaries on both sides to argue that point, But
there is something which I would like to say on the
question of witnesses’ expenses, I think the aspect
of the criminal proceedings before the courts in this
Island whichhas not been brought out is particularly
that a large number of criminal prosecutions in this
Island are initiated by private persons by way of in-
formation, andlike some other people in other spheres
of publiclife and in private endeavour in this Island,
a lot of these people think that the case is often won
by the plurality of witnesses that you can produce
rather than the veracity; so the Government could not
embark upon a system of paying all the witnesses
whom the informant elects to summon to a court,
Sometimes a whole village is summoned when they
do not get paid, If they did getpaid we would get not
only the whole village summoned but the villages in
the immediate vicinity as well being dragged into it,
and this has now become a major occupation in the
courts and in the administration of justice in the public
life of this Island. What I am concerned about having
been a practitioner myself and now being Minister of
Finance and in some way responsible for economic
development in this Island is the fantastic waste of
time, not so much the loss of income, because in-
variably if a person is working for an employer and

he is summoned as a witness to the court, the em-
ployer does not, I cannot say he cannot deduct any-
thing from his wages, but I am sure if he deducted
from the income of the worker the daily or hourly
wage which he should have been paid during his at-
tendance at the court or in the courtyard more fre-
quently than in the court and the travelling time to
and from the court, the Trade Union would take
strenuous objection, because every citizen is sup-
posed to assist in the administration of justice whe-
ther of a criminal or civil nature,

I think perhaps that one solution which I would
recommend to the Bar Association and the Law So-
ciety would be that people who bring private infor-
mations should themselves guarantee the payment
of the witnesses and in the computation of the cost
against one party or the other the cost of the atten-
dance of the witnesses day by day should be taken
into consideration. But I am concerned aboutthe
number of man hours which are lost day by day in
the several magistrates courts or in the several
magistrates courtyards of this Island. Now that we
have a situation where people are becoming more and
more gainfully employed, we cannot tolerate a situa-
tion where people attend a court as I have experienced
on 37 separate and distinct occasions so that when the
case actually comes up for trial, the witnesses have
to rely largely on the fertility of their imaginations
rather than the precise knowledge of the facts. Now
this to me is defeating the whole purpose of the ad~
ministration of justice, and what 1 should like to see
is some tightening up being done in the setting out of
the calendars of the magistrates courts, the number
of cases which they can competently try within the
course of a day, and secondly that not so many ad-
journments should be granted to barristers who, if I
may quote, ‘‘have big work to do”’,

1 remember one occasion on which I was in the
High Court of Justice when the judge sent to call a
particular barrister, he sent back a message - he
didnot intend the message to be relayed, but he cer-
tainly did deliver to the messenger a statement to
the effect that he could not mind the court now be-
cause he had some big work in his Chambers. I do
not want to call any names because members of the
legal profession around here would know the gen-
tleman to whom I am alluding. Soyou get this sort of
contempt not only for the witnesses who have to ap-
pear because you really did not know them, and they
are just, according to the likes of some barristers,
the hoi polloi hanging around the courtyard like the
days of ancient Rome, but you get a contempt for the

magistrates and judges themselves by barristers

who feel that their income -bearing propensities have
greater importance than the actual speedy adminis-
tration of justice in the Island. [ am looking at the
whole question of wastage of economic man power
and man hours and wage-earning capacity of people
who hang around the court yards of this Island. You
have heard, Mr. Chairman, of the Dequincey case; [
must almost say this is the fabulous case of Jarndyce
and Jarndyce, a chancery case that went on for over
sixty to seventy years. I have had a case which as
far as I know has not been completed yet. It started
several years before I stopped practising and I have
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turned up on the court time after time and adjourn-
ments have been granted for one excuse or the
other by the other side on a few occasions and at
my behest as well, because aftexr a period of seven
years I must have some other work to do. There is
an utter disregard on the part of the legal profes-
sion, generally speaking of the people who are re-
sponsible for the administration of justice,
particularly about the way in which cases are set
down for trial, and the general administration of
justice and the human torture that people have to
undergo going back to their villages night after
night with disputes being unsettled and witnesses
getting bunions and corns standing up in the court-
yards with only a snowball cart to give them any
kind of sustenance,and that kind of thing is not good
enough for a civilised community.

3.30 p.m.

If the Press in this Island dida survey day by day
of what went on in the Court yards and in the Magis-
trates’ Courts of Barbados, how time is wasted,how
people have to hang around, how little children wait-
ing for maintenance orders who have not had a meal
for 24 hours and hanging on to the skirts of their
mothers and that kind of thing, have to hang around not
only the people in Barbados would be shocked but the
whole civilised world would be shocked, so Idonot re-
gard the payment of witnesses as being fundamental to
the solution to the problem. Ithink that if we are going
to paythe witnesses the unsuccessful parties should
pay the witnesses day by day and then they will stop
going to Court altogether over frivolities, and law-
yers only make money out of peoplewho donothave
any work to do themselves, because the people who
are earning good incomes in this island do not have
to have recourse to the Law Courts of Barbados ex-
ceptin very rare, important, civil and probate mat-
ters, and maybe divorce. But the kind of thing
which the working class man can ill afford and goes to
Court about in Barbados is inconsistent with a high
standard of living in this community, and Govern-
ment is not willing to undertake to pay witnesses on
that basis at all.

First there must be a tightening up in the gen-
eral administration of justice, and after that is done
maybe we will introduce measures whereby people
will be dissuaded not only from wasting their time
but the time of people, useful citizens, who may be
otherwise gainfully employed.

My, FORDE: Mr, Chairman, in the first place I
would like to make it quite clear that the members
of the Opposition will be voting for the passing of this
Head, and we do so satisfied in the knowledge that it
is of the greatest importance in this country, indeed
in any country, that people should not only see that
justice is done but that justice should be done, and if
it becomes necessary in the interest of any criminal
prosecution therefore that a witness should be
brought from abroad then I think that the Govern-
ment should be prepared as it has been prepared on
this occasionto pay the cost of bringing that witness.
Having said that, Mr, Chairman, let me try to cor-
rect a few misunderstandings, Under the Magistrates’

Jurisdictionand Procedure Act, 1956 of this Island,
a Magistrate has the discretion to award costsin
favour ofan informant if he wins the case or against
him if he loses the case, and those costs usually take
into consideration the costs of witnesses who have at-
tended the Court.

There has been a tardiness to do this incriminal
prosecutions because in many cases, contrary to
what the Hon, Prime Minister may think, some of the
adjournments are requested by the Police who are
prosecuting the case, and he finds therefore that if
he awards costs in these cases he mayhave to do the
same thing in private cases butthe cost to public
funds could be considerable.

Mr. Chairman, I think before we get into per-
sonal rancour in this House or anywhere else, par-
ticularly as lawyers are usually attacked, that we
should do a bit of research, and if we do this re-
search we will find that during the past 13 years the
increase in litigation in the Courts in this Island has
been tremendous, and indeed it is a tribute to the
Judiciary which we have in this Island not only at the
level of our Judges but at the level of our Magistrates
that they have been above corruption and have done
their duty fearlessly and unselfishly to this countxy.

Secondly, Mr. Chairman, I should like to make
this clear. I doubt whether any member of the Op-
position,and certainly not myself,would ever in this
Chamber or elsewhere cast one word against the
honesty and the integrity of the present Director of
Public Prosecutions. He makes no selection in whom
he prosecutes but that does not mean that at any
stage that a person wants to make a statement con-
cerning other statements made about prosecuting
people that they should desist from so doing, and
therefore if we are talking about this Head I should
like to make a few suggestions that I think are very
important. The Police for a long time in this country
have been crying out for the need of a foremsic
laboratory, and certainly the Government should
make such provision for the simple reason that it
would save the bringing of certain experts......

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: On a point of order,
the hon. member of course to his own surprise has
only recently come in here, butifthehon. member
were to......

Mr. FORDE: Mr, Chairman, I must object.

Rt. Hon.E. W.BARROW:Iam ona point oforder,
you cannot get up objecting while I am on a point
of order, I will have to teach you the rules as well.
The hon. member has only recently come in here,
much to his own surprise, like Rip Van Winkle he
woke up after a sleep of 40 years. Had he beenin
here in-the last session the hon. member would know
that the Government has made provision for a forensic
laboratory and that in the speech from the Throne
which he attended at the opening of the session that
there was mention again in the speech from the
Throne of a forensic laboratory. The reason why the
forensic laboratory was noterected before was be-
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cause there had been an allocation of $72,000 from
Development and Welfare, and we could not get an
agreement from the other Islands that this labora-
tory should be erected as a joint enterprise and the
Barbados Government decided to go on, so let the
Rip Van Winkles go back and catch up with what is

taking place.

Mr, FORDE: Mr., Chairman, I know that
throughout my five years in this House, no matter
how much it may displease the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter, and indeed he did all in his best to make sure
that I was not in this House,but the people of Christ
Church West have seen to it that [ am in here as a
thorn in his side...

Rt, Hon. E. W. BARROW: On a point of elucida-
tion, I wonder what makes the hon. member feel so
strongly that he will be in here for five years; may-
be the Leader of the Opposition, but I do not see him
lasting five months,

Mr, FORDE: Mr, Chairman, ! believe thatthe
good L.ord might see to it that the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter will leave before I do. Indeed within his own
Party that may be seen to but I did not come in here
to rancour on asides on important points,

Mr., CHAIRMAN: 1have given both sides suffi-
cient latitude.

Mr. FORDE: The point remains that for many
years the Police have been asking for a forensic
laboratory. The Hon. Prime Minister must admit
this, and I am saying that a long-term planning by
any Government, not necessarily this Government.....

Rt. Hon. E. W, BARROW: On a point of order, I
was asking for it before the Police. I doubt the Police
knew what a forensic laboratory was, they were not
even concerned about it before 1 came along in the
law Courts.

Mr. FORDE: Mr, Chairman, Sir, the point re-
mains that up to today that forensic laboratory has
not been provided.

Mr, CHAIRMAN: Let us keep directly to the
Resolution which is for payment of witnesses and not
for a laboratory,

Mr, FORDE: On the Resolution I am suggesting
that the provision of such a laboratory, the provision
of proper training in certain areas,will prevent the
importation of witnesses {rom overseas to give ex-
pert evidence, and apparently this is a touchy Gov-
ernment, you cannot get up and make a suggestion
unless the Prime Minister believes you are taking
away his fire, but the position is that this is impor-
tant in the interest of the country and I am happy to
see that the present Minister of Home Affairs is
here because with his zest and zeal I am sure that
he will make sure that he fights the battle through
Cabinet and that for the next five years we will not
hear it is still in the Throne Speech. There are many
things thatare in the Throne Speech that have been in

Throne Speeches before, but the point is that they
have not been fulfilled and on this side of the House
in voting for this Resolution I would ask that we try
to see that we make these provisions rather than an
attack be launchedatlawyers,Magistrates andDi-
rectors of Public Prosecutions.

Head 5

- Judiciary - stand part was put and resolved in the affir-

The question that the sum of $17,766 under

mative without division.

3.40 p.m.

Head 7 - Registration Office - was called.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, I beg to
move that Head 7 - Registration Office -$5,916 -
stand part,

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

Head 8 - Crown Solicitor - was called.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that Head 8 - Crown Solicitor - $895 - stand
part.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

Mr, ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, 1 was thinking that
this was two separate items under the same Head.I
want to drawto the Government’s attention that the
air conditioner at the Law Library is again not
working, and there are many thousands of valuable
books in the Law Library, What I predicted the last
time Idrew this to the Government’s attention about
four years ago, namely, that unless they are air-
conditioned the books will go into a state of some
sort of dry rot, is now taking place.

Today a Law Report was needed in Mr. Justice
Ward’s court, and when it was opened every page
that was turned broke in half. The books will go to

. nothing. In fact, it is my opinion that a new set of

English Reports should now be bought because this
is, apparently, not the only volume which has this
dry rot or whatever you call it, The books are shut
up for a long time; when you open them there is no
moisture inthe page,andas you turn the pageevery-
thing collapses. It is time for an air conditioner
to be bought again in order to protect the books. The
whole Law Library should be air conditioned. For
the price of a $1,000-air conditioner you will save
$20,000 or $30,000 in books.

The question that Head 8 - Crown Solicitor - $895 -
stand part was put and resolved in the affirmative with-
out division.

Head 11 - Pensions - was called.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that Head11 - Pensions - $50,000 - stand part,
Ithink I should mention, briefly, the position so far
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as: this. particular-item:is concerned. The Minister:
is here and he will probably elaborate further but;
briefly speaking, the position is that for quite some

time ;the: question as to these contractors: ~:I' refer

1o ‘the:carters.who have been conveying gravel and’
moving tools': from. -one .side: to 'another. In:many
cases they.owned;the carts;.and in other cases' they"
employed:people who:actually .performed the opera-
tion. . This matter has been.under: ¢consideration for

some, time now by -the Barbados Workers: Union; the
Minister : of "zcommunications:»'and: - Works:and -the
Cabinet, and - it has been felt: that. the: cdrters: who
have.. been pexforming very valuable service inthis:
country and in the Ministry. of Communications and
Works, .and; who  do .not . fall under the Gasual Em~
ployees . Pensxons Act, or any Pensions ‘Act; should
be given.some measure of cons1derat10n after putef
ting in 10 years’ sexwvice;. R TR EE PER IS AR e

. This .mattex has been engaging:the attention of
the Cabmet for.serhe time,-and it:is felt that carters:
who have rendered useful service tothe Ministry of
Communications -and Works. and to the .country gen+:
erally, should. receive -some:sort of consideration
after: a: gertain number- of years” service.: This is-a:
prevision. to.. pay. gratuitiesto such:Operators.of:
carts who performthis.service,. If thexe is any dther:
informationneeded -.Ihave everything here =1 think
the approprjate Mlmster will-be pleased to: supply it.

Hon, F G SMITH Mr. Chan:man, I beg to:

second this. As the Minister responsible for this as-

pect of.the. matter, only this: morring: 1 spoke to my .

administrative. staff . in an.endeavour to have: this’

matrer . implemented rand payment made as soomn 88"
possible, This is another indication 'of this Govern-:
maent’s serious concern: for people. who have ren«:

dered.. sexrvice; -to: this ‘country. It was -a: mere:

coincidence this; morning-that three men.came to me,’
who must have heard of this, who worked for.yedrs
and years with the last Government as carters and:

stopped working in 1956, They worked for years and
years.: with their .caxts in.the road, and up to today

except . fon getting old-age.pengions - they are from -
St.. Geoxge;. they have worked with different Inspec='

tors..- they wexe unable, to, get a penny-after working

could be made out, for them to get something: for the:
services. they -gave under the last Government. &

; 1. pledge that as;sQon. as possxble all payrrren,ts“

will be. made, and those ‘who are entitled to them will -
get somethmg as a measure of apprec1atlon for the;

mumty Let lt be understood that thlS is another of".

the mlllxon and ~one.ways in which-this. Government

is 1ookmga£ter the interest of the people .in-the lowelr: -
rungs, of the Jadder who have given service to tnis:

country T TP L AV

.Mz, WALCOTT Mr, Chdirman, beforethe ques -

t10n is put, I shouldlike to say that I am very pleased:
that, after. many. years: of. negotiations . between the;"
Goyernment, and.. the, Barbados Workers. Union; this
matter, ha‘s_,come .before the House of Assembly., We:!

-

.$0,1many. years. 1 passed.them onto an officer im. -
my Depaxtment to. see. whethex- or not some case -

have had verymany difficulties in solving th1s mat-
ter. SOme of ‘the pubhc servants who are ent1t1ed
matter. At oré ‘time they ‘were saying that the Gov-
ernment were employing the carts and not the men
and, therefore, they were not entitled to a pension
I ‘have never heard such fantast1c argument in all
my lifé, because I have never 'yetseenacart in ‘Bar-
bados * Working - automat1cally T have always seen
carts beingworked by men, but we had this fantastic
argument’ that the Government ‘did not employ the
men biit the carts'and for that reason you do not g1ve
a carter a pensmn.

"’Z-TOn‘this" question of pensions, I think, Mr, Chair--
man, the' time has ¢ome when there must be a com=~
plete: ré-thinking ‘afid re-orientation in our minds
about~ 'pe‘nsiion’s" in Barbados. "I think the public is
becoming pension conscious, and I think the time
has now cote when the Government should overhaul
their *own thinking about pensions and look at pen-
sions in the light ‘of all persomns working for the pub-
li¢ in‘one form or another and allow people to come
within the whole jufisdiction of the Pension Scheme.

* Furthermore, now that you have agreed to a
pension for these workers, I should like to see the |
Government set up a committee to study the whole
pensron arrangement, so that in the years to come
youwill knowhow you are goingto treat a pensioner
on 'the "basis ‘'of whether he'ls on a pension for 10 -
years,15yearsor 20 years My private view is that
a pehs1on should be nor - negotlable You should be
ablé to negotiate a pension at its inception and after
that you should have a formula. The formula should
be - that Whatever takes place w1th1n the given work
arrangement - "Wwhether the man is a Chief Justice -
ora tarter, Whatever happens to the salary attached
to his former post subsequent to his pensmn - his
pens1on ‘should be an automatlc s1tuat1on and he

_ would move from stage to stagc S0 that we would not

get pens1oners who are out of the labour force bemg ,
battéred about by pol1t1c1ans Who say that they are
fighting for pensioners whern " in truth and in fact

. there are not enough in the labour force to create

any great number of people one way or anotheron a
political scene
3. 50 p.m.

"t feel the time has come that pensxoners should
be g"lven the rlght to have their pensmns escalated
on ‘thé pasis’ that if the Chief Just1ce retires now,
whatever takes place thh that office subsequently,,_

~ his pensmn should have a correspondmg adJustment
i and” there
’ stup1d talk about what you are gomg to ‘do about pen-
 sionérs, and that as a formula should’ go for every

would bé no' need for anyoneto make any

pensioher in’ Barbados. The Mlmster of Finance is

:‘ here" and 1 ‘have said so about ten years ago, and [
. again maintain that it is not beyond the capacity of
. the ‘Governmerit because everybody knows that we

have'to drawa pens ion one day, and I hope that com-

' monsense will prevaﬂ ‘and that this measure of
: brmgmgautomatic reliefto all of the pensioners will

be mstItuted and relieve them from what I regard as
the football aréa where some p011t1c1ans sometimes

: from' oné part or the other say they are fighting for
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pensioners, but in truth and in fact pensioners are
not big enough in the voting area to make any differ-
ence if they would want to vote or favour one side
or the other. I think this is something worthwhile
although some of them have died.

The last call 1 would make is that whoever is
the Minister responsible, should tell the mem-
bers of the administration not to sleep on this be-
cause there is a tendency in the administration that
if you are dealing with something for acarter or
or for a worker low down that they cannot find the
files, the papers are at the Drill Hall or underneath
the cellar, and these people have to wait months
and months and years before they can get this
microscopic amount they are to receive, I hope the
time will come that this nonsense in the public ser-
vice will be put to an end and you do not have people
rushing like mad when it comes to the Civil Estab-
lishment and when it comes to people who are draw-
ing housing allowance in a jiffy you can find the
voucher and they can draw their money in a matter
of weeks, but these other people have to wait until
their grandchildren appear on the scene before they
can get their money. The administration must be
told that productivity begins high up and not at the
man lower down,

My, HINDS: Mr, Chairman, I am glad to learn
from the mouth of the Hon, Minister of Communica-
tions and Works, the member for St, Michael -South -
Central that these carters for whom provision is
made today are people who have rendered vital ser-
vice to the community, If these people have rendered
this type of service as we hear from the Hon., Min-
ister, is it not the Government’s duty to consider
giving them something adequate in return for their
services, Let us see what the Government is doing
for these people who have rendered this valuable
and vital service. They tell us that after a man has
been supplying his cart and work for ten years up
and down along the road,he is goingto get oneyear’s
emoluments; if he has put in five years and less than
ten years, he is going to get half a year’s emolu-
ments.

Mr. Chairman, lam submitting inthe firstplace
that we need a complete revision of the structure of
things. We need a newscale of fees or wages for
these carters and their tasks, whatever it might be,
because whenone takes into consideration what these
people have earned in a ten-year period, some of
themhave earnedlittle or nothingintermsoftoday’s
money, What we have got to do about this is to be
quickandonthe uptake. Some of them are employed
removing the grass as it is weeded from the sides
of the road. I am saying here and now that the same
scale of pay that applies for the moving of grass
should not be the same scale that should apply when
the carter is called upon to remove tools from some
work site to the depot, or to remove gravel from one
site to another. According to Government, they have
been employing a man’s cart to perform a day’s
work; they pay him so much for his cart, and they
have now come down to give him one year’s emolu-
ments after ten years. On what is this based? We

feel that
people,

something should be given to these

I have championed the cause of these people on
the floor of this House and a former Minister told
me that they employed the cart and not the man, What
we are trying to make out is that you should employ
these people in such a way that they would be earn-
ing something during the course of a day, during the
course of a week, and consequently during the course
of a year; so that when you arrive at this ten-year
period and decide to give them one year’s emolu-
ments after ten years of service as a gratuity,you
would still in the long run be giving them something
because they would have earned it. As it stands at
the moment, we are really giving these people, as
Barbadians would say, little or nothing, and that is
our complaint against this matter,

Now one other matter comes to my mind
and this is something that the Minister has got to
look into most readily, When these cantonniers and
other workers weed the sides of the roads and heap
the grass and other debris on the edges of the roads,
we need this to be removed as quickly as possible, Cur
roads are already narrow and when we put these
mounds on the sides of the roads, we are narrowing
the width of the streets andcreating problems, and
it may mean that we need more carts, and if carts
would not do, by all means let us get something that
might be quicker, But for Heaven's sake we are not
suggesting that any of these old people who have
been in the job and doing something to help us
throughout all the years and have given of their life,
their blood and their sweat in this respect should
be laidoff at all, What we would like to see is a new
rate of pay introduced so that when they reach their
ten-year period or whatever it might be, they would
have something on which this one year's emolument
would be based,

4.00 p.m.

lamglad, Mr, Chairman, that at long last these
Carters are being considered, but I would like to see
that if their work is work of such a vital nature to
the community that it be given the type of considera-
tion that it really deserves, Do not let these people
perform vital work andthen not pay them the type
of remuneration that they ought to have,it is still
robbery to my mind if we have decided to give these
people one year’s emoluments in respect of 10 years
of service, They are still being deprived of much of
what they have really earned during their former
years. This is not all they should get, and any Com-
mittee that might be set up to go into the matter
would certainly do well if consideration can be given
to improving the situation by seeing that a better
scale of fees is arranged in order that these people
canearnmore andconsequently get a better gratuity
or pension as the case may be.

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Chairman, I would just like
to say that I am not speaking for the Minister, I am
speaking as one of the people who negotiatedthis
matter, This matter is not as simple as what has
been stated and that is why it is not necessaryto

-
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raise all the complications in this matter, but what
we do know is that reasonable arrangements are
being made on behalf of these people. It is no point

anyone getting in here and not examining this situa-

tion, we know theconditions under which Carters
were employed, we are aware of those conditions,
we are aware that the Carters are not at all times
bound to be there when the job is being performed,
we know that. That is why it has been so long in
negotiating because we know as a fact that some of

the Carters can be engaged elsewhere and you will
have to pay themas long as they have supplied their

carts and they have turned up, so it is not a question
of a man working with his cart and he has to be
there on the job., He can send one cart to a joband

work somewhere else, he is not bound to be there,

he can send anybody to do the job, so the question
of the man being on the spot when the cart is work-
ing is not true, It is a false statement to make that
the man has to be there where the cart is beingem-
ployed, and that is where we had to fight this issue
because the Government was saying that they were
not employing the man, they were employing a ser-
vice, they were employing a sort of haulage and they
were not employing the man, Just like in some in-
stances where they employed the manto do a haulage

for them, they did not employ the lorry driver, they

employed the contractor.

So far as this is concerned, this was the problem
we have had to face for years, but we had to bring it
down on moral grounds and explain that you could
not produce arguments that all the Carters were em-
ploying people to work onthe carts, and some of them
had this as their only employment. To suggest that
this is not reasonable is not facing the fact because
this amount of money per year is reasonable, They
were not working for weekly wages, they were work-
ing for wages based on the amount of jobs they did,
and when you look at the calculation you will see that
it is quite patent that you are compensating them in
a manner that people normally have been compen-
sated, on the basis as if they were getting an
ex gratia payment because you are giving them $X
based on how much per week for so many years of
service, and you have to arrive at something like
this in these circumstances, This is a matter for
negotiation, In some instances it would be two and a
half weeks, in some instances three weeks for every
yearof service, in some instances four weeks for
everyyear of service, and in a few cases five weeks
for every year of service.

This is a reasonable settlement, and nobody in
these circumstances can accuse the Government of
not doing something reasonable. The Carters them-
selves will have to agree, and we who represent them
as a body of people regardthis as a reasonable settle -
ment in the circumstances. We know that in other
circumstances we might not have got anything for
them because the argument was that they were not
entitled, and that is why it was put as an ex gratia
payment. This is a reasonable payment and there is
no sense talking about the payment and how it should
be paid, because in arriving at a year's emoluments
you have to take not all they have earned, you would

have to know what the year’s emoluments would be,
and for a man working for ten years obviously you
would have to arrive at an average. You were not
going back at the lowest point, normally in these
things you have the last three years to work by or
the point that would give you the highest rate of
earnings. You could take him back up to 1910 and
say you are going to take those earnings but you
would be giving him actually nothing, so we always
take the lastthree years or so. This is a reasonable
adjustment and one that is in favour of the Carters.
I will say this, that other Governments had an op-
portunity to do something about it and they did nothing
about it, so we should give this Government credit
for acting on something that has beendragging for so
long.

The question that the sum of $50,000 under Head 11
- Pensions - stand pari was pul and resolved in the affir-

mative without division.

Head 13 - Customs - was called.

Hon,C., E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, I beg to move
thatHead 13 - Customs - standpart. The position is
that the Prime Minister has created under the Civil
Establishment Order new posts, and that is furniture
needed for the staff that has been created and which
is set out in the Addendum. I beg to move thatr‘-’,t_:hi's
Head stand part.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Head 15 - Statistical Service - was called-

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that Head 15 stand part.

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.
Head 21 - Establishments Division - was called-

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, I beg to
move that Head 21 stand part,

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

Head 25 - Ministry of Home Affairs - was called.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, I beg to
move that Head 25 stand part. Again the notes are
fully explanatory.

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.
4,10 p.m.
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Mr, HINDS: Mr, Chairman, the registration of
electors brings to my mind quite a few things, and
it mightbe very much to our credit that we have with
us in this Chamber our Minister of Home Affairs -
both past and present, The first thing is that we
have a Resolution for $60,438 to supplement the Esti-
mates, The Addendum tells us that there has been
an increase in staff at the Electoral Office in pre -
paring the registers of Electors amongst other
things. As for the remuneration of Registering Of-
ficers in consequence of the additional duties re-
sulting from the coming into force on 1lst June, 1971
of the Representation of the People Act, 1971, no-
body has any grouse, but the position of the Return-
ing Officers, the Election Presiding Officers,I believe
the Election Clerks and others is set out in a booklet
entitled ‘‘Notes On The Direction And Supervision Of
And The Procedure Of The Election Of Members To
Serve In The House Of Assembly Of Barbados’’. It
was issued by the Supervisor of Elections, 1971, and
printedat the Barbados Government Printing Office,
This document is, to my mind, a very,very interest-
ing one,

I want to hear from the Minister of Home Af-
fairs if he has ever read this document, and if after
having read it, he is satisfied that the voting or
balloting in this country could be a secret ballot, or
could be considered a secretballot - whether his
side has 16 seats, 20 seats, 40 seats or all of the
seats, or anybody’'s side has 2 seats or no seats.
This booklet makes it abundantly clear that casting
a vote in this country has nothing called secrecy
associated with it. The booklet in itself is a fraud
upon the '_,pgople of this country. I am satisfied that
sooner or latér the Minister will seek to and must of
necessity have it withdrawn. It is badly printed, in
the first place. (Hon. F. G. SMITH: Like your mani-
festo.) This is not something to make fun about,
(Hon. F. G. SMITH: The Beacon of 1st September.)

Mr, CHAIRMAN: Ishould like to draw to the at-
tention of all members of the Assembly Standing
Order 29(6).1am prepared, whilst I am here, to see
itimplemented in carrying out the letter of the law,
It states:

‘“While a Member is speaking, all other
Members shall be silent or shall canfer only in
undertones, and shall not make unseemly inter-
ruptions.,’’

- Idonot want to hearthem at all in this Chamber - no
. elections, nothing at all. Let us get along with this
Resolution.

Mr, HINDS: My, Chairman, I believe that hon.
members on that side are going to tell you that the
interruptions are not meant for your ears. However,
what we are dealing with is that the procedure to be
adopted in the casting of the vote was not regularly
adhered to in this Island, or strictly adhered to, be-
cause there have been instances where - people have
no doubt about this - there is abundant evidence of it
that ‘on account of the methods employed it can be

discovered today who voted for whom. I will explain
the matter. There are known cases where persons
went to a Polling Station, tendered their Identifica -
tion Card to the first Clerk; he examined it; asked
the person's name; checked the name according to
the Electoral Register, and he announced it loudly
enough for the second Clerk to hear the address and
the number on the Electoral Roll which is the same
number on the Identification Card. Now, when the
person applying for the ballot paper goes to the Pre-
siding Officer, it is at this point that'some Presiding
Officers copied the number from the ldentification
Card - not onthe counterfoil, but onthe ballot paper
that they gave the people. That is a fact.

4.20 p.m.

It sounds far-fetched and nobody wants to be-
lieve it, but it is perfectly true. It is not acase
where the official number was to have been kept on
the counterfoil alone and nothingon the ballot paper,
but there were some presiding officers who ap-
parently had not been properly instructed, and they
copiedthe number from the identification card on to
the ballot paper that they handed to people to take in
the booth. That is perfectly true, (Asides)

Mr, CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. member for St,
Peter addressing the Chair?

Mr. HINDS: Oh yes, Mr, Chairman, I would not
be on my feet addressing any other person than the
Chair, What 1 am saying is exactly what happened
in some cases. I am not saying the presiding officer
was right; Ifeel he was not properly instructed or
he did not follow the instructions. I believe, Mr,
Chairman, that if a former Attorney General of this
country had read the book, he would have ordered
that it be destroyed before the election was held,
because it would have misled everybody who had to
take part in the elections. That is my feeling and I
happento know the member to whom I referred as a
former Attorney General. You found that candidates
were in a position to send out circulars to electors
telling them that their L.D. number was 1934678 as
the case may be, That was printedon the candidates’
circular and the person receiving a circular could
check his I.D, card and see that it was correct; but
when the person went to the polling station his name
was not on the voters’ list. The interesting thing is
from where did the candidate get the correct number
of a person’s LD. card to place on his circular to
send out, and yet when the person went to the poll-
ing station his name was not there. Something must
have gone wrong under those circumstances., We
would certainly like to hear from the former Minis -~
ter of Home Affairs who took us through the elec-
tions and would be au fait with all these things, and
[ am sure he is ready to reply now.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: Mr. Chairman, I would
really like to reply but 1find there is nothing to reply
to, becauseuptonow all that the hon, member has been
saying has amounted to nothing; no charges have in
fact been laid against either the former Minister of
Home Affairs or the present Minister of Home Affairs,

D
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The hon, member talks about secret ballots,
Mr, Chairman, I can understand how the hon, mem-
ber feels after the electinn gave back 18 to 6. We
know that the Opposition had conned their way
throughout the West Indian region and in fact beyond
in the United States of America and England trying
to make people believe that they had the election
sewnupon their pockets and they had created over-
night a new Prime Minister, and I canunderstand
now that they ended up with six seats out of twenty-
four how they feel, and they are looking for some
kind of excuse to present to the general public that
they had the elections. Their problem, Mr, Chair-
man, is that it was the Opposition that read this
election pamphletand it was they that got destroyed.
We did not read the election pamphlet and therefore
we had no problems. The hon. member said that if
the former Attorney General had read the election
pamphlet, he would have destroyed it, Well the for-

- mer -Attorney General did not read the election

pamphlet, therefore itwas notdestroyed. It was the
Opposition that read it, and-we know exactly what has
happened to them,

Mr. HINDS: On a point of order, the election
pamphlet to which I referred was issued by the
Government to their officers; no Opposition issued
it. The Minister does not know what he is talking
about, He has just got up ranting and does not under-
stand what it is all about. I have laid specific charges
that ,something has been wrong.

Mr, CHAIRMAN: Point of order made.

Mr., HINDS: I warn you that when the Prime
Minister rose on a point of order, you allowed him
to carry on making a speech,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1 am going to warn the hon,
member that he does not have to respect the person
in the Chair but he must respect the Chair, and when
I say his point of order has been made, he will take
his seat and there will be no argument at all with
this Chair from either side of the House. When I say
that I mean that. So long as I have to sit here and
govern, both sides will adhere to what I say. I do not
want any rancour whatsoever while I am sitting in
this Chair.

Hon., P. M. GREAVES: Mr, Chairman, the fact
is that the elections of 9th September this year were
conducted using the same procedures as in former
elections, and in fact the only additional procedure
was the presentation of I.D. cards, At all times
during this election those persons who presented
themselves to vote had in some form to identify
themselves, What we did on this occasion was to
make provision for additional identification, but the

fact is that the whole conduct of the elections was done
in an identical manner to former elections and the
ballot was as quick as before. I challenge any hon.
member who has made any challenges to tell me how
anybody apart from his friends who spoke with him
voted in his particular constituency. I have been a
candidate myself and [ have not got the foggiest idea
who voted for me in the election unless someone comes

and tells me this. You yourself, Mr, Chairman, have
been a candidate and I presume the same for yourself.I
challenge anybody on either side of this House to tell
me, unless he has special powers of divination that
he would know how a person voted unless that person
vouchsafed that kind of information to him. The fact
is that they do not know, I do not know and I donot
care to know,

4,30 p.m.

They do not know, and if this is the case, Mr, Chair-
man, then the vote is secret and ballots were as
secret as always.

Onthe question of the voters’ lists, Mr, Chair-
man, I do not know on what evidence the hon. mem-
ber has based his allegation, I can only say that I
know the Chief Electoral Officer took it upon him-
self to inform the voters of this country by circular
what their registered number was and what polling
station they should attend to cast their votes. If a
candidate took it upon himself to give any kind of
instructions to voters to present themselves at par -
ticular stations that was not official, the official in-
structions came from the Chief Electoral Officer,
and if those persons who received those instructions
from the Chief Electoral Officer followed them and
went to the stations they would have been able to cast
their votes and not to be misled by persons who had
copied names or numbers, Ido not know from where.
Mr. Chairman, I know how they feel about this,in
fact they have expressed themselves on several oc-
casions, but 1 can say without any doubt that these
elections were as fair as any conducted anywhere.

Hon. R. B. CADDLE: Mr, Chairman, Iwould

like to say that much heavy weather has been made
of a very simple matter, The matter before us is a
Resolution asking for money to pay the expenses in-
curred during this election, and the reasonsfor
asking for this sum of money I will give, Polling
stations have been increased from 110 to 212, the
number of Returning Officers has increased as a
result of increased constituencies, the polling hours
were increased from 8 hours to 12 hours, other ad-
ditional staff resulting from the aforementioned
factors, the increased rate of remuneration for
Electoral Officers over the 1961 rates which the
Minister proposed and which is the subject of an-
other submission. Iam here to be enlightened, and
[ would have enjoyed listening to reasons being ad-
vanced why there should be no increase in the num-
ber of polling stations, why the number of Returning
Officers should not have been increased or why
there should not have been increased rates of re-
muneration, but the type of discussion which has
gone on so far surrounding this Resolution inmy
opinion can certainly not be considered sublime, I
have taken a note of what the hon. member for St,
Peter has said and I would ask him to put any alle-
gations in writing and I will look into- it.

Mr, HINDS: On a point of order, put what in
writing? lam a member of this Hon, House.

Mr, CHAIRMAN: That is not a point of order.
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Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Chairman, 1 was very
amused when I sat and listened to the hon. member
for St. Peter. He was going by stages to show this
irregularity, but the irregularity he spoke about was
that people went to the polling station and they did
not find their names on the list, but this was going
on from the days people began to vote in Barbados.

Mr, CHAIRMAN: I would like to find out what
the hon. member has risen on.

Mzx, WALCOTT: I am addressing the Chair, on
the Resolution, so I do not have to inform the Chair
what I am rising on,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Iwas waiting upon the Minister
of ‘Home Affairs to find out if he had concluded his
speech,

Hon. R. B. CADDLE: Mr, Chairman, I have
finished with my remarks,

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr, Chairman, those who know
the rules better than anybody else, all I amsaying
to them is that | do not have to inform the Chair when
I rise to speak. It is my duty to speak. I saw that
the Hon. Minister had concluded his speech and I
rose after he took his seat. If I had risen while he
was still speaking I would have to inform you of what
I had risen on. The hon. member for St, Peter made
acharge about irregularities and that the voting was
not secret, That was his main charge, and he said
he has evidence that the voting was not secret but he
proceededto state that some people went to the polls
and their names were not there, but that has been
goingon from the year one. You can do nothing about
it, that is the law of Barbados. If your name is not
on the register you cannot vote. The hon. membexr
proceeded to show that when you go up to the regis-
ter and announce your name, a number is put on a
paper,andhe says that when you go before the Regis~
tering Officer he will take down your name and copy
that number. Let us take a constituency like the one
I represent where there are 5,522 names, You have
5,000 people voting, so where will the Registering
Officer put 5,000 pieces of paper? In his fob pocket?
To determine what? When you announce the number
and the people who are there checking on the num-
bers copy the code number, that code number is put
and it is sealed and that seal is not opened during
the count, when the votes are countedthe seal is not
opened so there is no possibility that the person
whose number was 1824 would know that 1824 was
his because the votes do not come up by numbers,
you throw them out of the box for the people whoare
there at the counting. Sometimes the Registering
Officer does not bring back the same people at the
count, sometimes he has different people so the
possibility of any Officer really knowing howpeo-
ple vote was very remote, and to say that it is not
secret is going to suggest that when you go into the
ballot box and vote like all of us should have been
able to do and have done, who can come behind us and
watch us? Where is the vote not secret?

On the other suggestion I can only say that the
hon. member has said so on the basis that they have

not won. This is a sort of aftermath but this is what
people say about elections, and I do not think that
members on the other side should worry, I listened
to some of their meetings, they won the elections
but before 9th September because they arrogated to
themselves who would be Prime Minister. I heard
them one night saying ‘‘stand back and let the new
Prime Minister come up.’’ (Asides). You will ask
me now what I am speaking about but you did not ask
your colleague what he was speaking about whenhe
said that the voting was not secret.

4,40 p.m.

That is the same voting [ am talking about, If
the hon. member is grieved because the new Prime
Minister did not take his place and he has not taken
his place in this Assembly, then do not throw any as-
persions at the people who were running the Elec-
tions. Youhave been beaten 18 to 6, and the only
excuse you want to give now is that something went
wrong at the Elections, Be fair;you know that nothing
went wrong. It would have been the opposite if some-~
thinghas gone wrong in Christ Church South Central
where your Prime Minister was to be, and you would
have known that something had gone wrong with the
votes., That would have been the only possibleup-
roar you wouldhave hadin Barbados. You are throw-
ing aspersions at whom? Not at the Minister of Home
Affairs. The former Minister of Home Affairs was a
candidate fighting in the Election, and the present
Minister of Home Affairs was a candidate fighting in
the Election, They could not be worried about look-
ing to see who voted for whom. They were concerned
about getting people to go to the polls and vote for
them,

The hon. member for St. Peter spoke about a
fraud. Iwould not challenge him on the basis of sug-
gesting that the Election was a fraud. I would not
challenge him on anything fraudulent at all, Any man,
who now the Election is over is accusing the public
servants of fraud......

Mr, HINDS: On a point of order, Mr, Chairman,
My reference to a fraud upon the electorate was with
reference to the book of notes that was issued for the
guidance of Presiding Officers. 1 stressed that it had
been issued to Presiding Officers, Election Clerks
and, | believe, to Poll Clerks, There are a lot of
things that he would never challenge me on, but we
are going to challenge each other from time to time
until the truth about everything comes out.

Mr., WALCOTT: I would not challenge the hon.
member on fraud. There is no secret about fraud
with the hon. member, and ! am not goingto chal-
lenge himon that. If he expects a challenge from me
on that I will not do it. All I am saying is that when
he talks about fraud after the Election and he says
certain things about the public servants, then no one
in this House who knows anything about the Election
we recently had can sit here and allow such a state-
ment to go unnoticed, He knows that he is not going
to get any evidence to support that, Where washe
when this sort of thing went on? Where was he when
he saw a Presiding Officer make these notes onthe
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back of 'a pieceof paper?If he had seen that taking
place inthe constituency in which he was a candidate,
why did he not protest? He had the authority to prd—
test as a candidate, If he saw that taking place, why
did he not protest there and then? He knows that he
could not get any evidence to that effect. He was
running in a constituency, and he was kept so busy
that he could not go into anybody else’s constituency
to see what was taking place. Where could he go on
Polling Day to see what was happening in the other
23 constituencies? He could only be speaking about
what took place in St. Peter, If it took place in St,

Peter, why did he not challenge the Registering Of-

ficer in St. Peter? If there is anything about fraud,
the statement he has made is a fraudulent one,

Mr, CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, I shouldlike to make
a few comments on the Resolution which is before this
Chamber. This is the second meeting of this Session,
and I am sure that you are going to have a very dif -
ficult time. The only member so far who has said
anything about this Resolution apart from my col-
league is the present Minister of Home Affairs, I
thought that James Brown was in hospital. I did not
know that James Brown had come back in here. This
talk about expressing yourselfand move away let the
Prime Minister pass - What is wrong with that? I
used to hear about the heavy roller in 1966, and later
there was no heavy roller, but the heavy roller is now
back in here. This is democracy. The people have
made a choice by giving 18 seats to the Government
and 6 seats over here, We have a duty to those who
supported us. Must we ignore them? The people say
that you must rule, and we have to bow to the people’s
wishes, therefore, jumping up every minute andtalk-
ing about 18 - 6, 16 - 2 is nonsense. That is now
history. We are here for 5 years, so let us try and get
onwith the people’s business. Why play to the Gallery?

Mr, Chairman, I would like to ask you to put the
question,andlet us get on with the business. Noone
can deny that irregularities have taken place here
and there. I know of a family who lived in the same
house for 30years; 2 of them had to vote at one Poll -
ing Station and the others had to vote at other Polling
Stations. I know of two George Butchers who had Iden-
tification Cards, and when they went to vote they
were told that they had voted already. This type of
thing can happen, especially under the new system.,
The former Minister of Home Affairs said that it was
conducted under the old system.

Hon,P. M. GREAVES: Mr, Chairman, on a point
of order. I do not want to be misrepresented, andl
want to make my point quite clear. I said that, except
for the introduction of Identification Cards, the
balloting was conducted in the identical manner to
former occasions,

Mr, CHAIRMAN: Your elucidation is accepted.

Mr, CRAIG: Sir, no one can deny that we had our
little irregularities here andthere. If we had won the
Government, as the hon, member for St. Michael
West has said, they would have had the same after-
math ashe had in 1966, There is nothing wrong with

a person losing an election. You fight an election
and youlose.l was hoping to win, and it is as simple
as that, If the former Leader of the Opposition is
not with us there is nothing wrong with that. The
present Prime Minister was not in here in 1956.He
lost an election; he came in here in 1958 after win-
ning a by-election, and today he is the Prime Min-
ister of Barbados., What is wrong with losing an

-election? Do you think the world has come to an end?

What nonsense aboyt 18-6? Do you believe that you
have tyrants over there? Youhave paper weight over
there.,

For the past 5 years, Mr, Chairman, you sat on
the other side of the House,and you recognisedthe
fact that 6 of us over here fought the Government.
The former member for St. Peter had gone on the
other side with Mr. Lloyd Smith. I am talking about
the elections, Mr. Chairman.

Mr., CHAIRMAN: Letus get on with the Resolution,
4.50 p.m.

Mr,. CRAIG: Iam not talking about the elections.

Mr, CHAIRMAN: Letus get back to the Resolution.

Mr. CRAIG: I am leading up to these things.
What is wrong that we are having this nonsense
every minute. Iwould say that we went into a strug-
gle and some of us came out with scars, If they had
lost they would have been saying what we are say-
ing and sitting down and licking their wounds. Let
us forget this nonsense and getalong with the people’s
business because I know this will be a blistering
five years, and any of the former members who sat
in here can tell the new members that this side is
no easy side to push around. It has never been. If
53,000 people 'supported them, 40,000 supported us
and we have a duty to them in here, I heard the
Prime Minister getup inhere with some sly remarks
to the hon, member about his awaking up one morning
and finding himself in here and it was an accident. 1
want to know if the Prime Minister dropped down and
came inhere. He was an accident of the War for that
matter. [ would suggest to you, Sir, to let us finish
this rancour and foolish argument and showing off
before the Gallery because that is all it is. You should
put the question and let us finish.

Mr, CHAIRMAN: 1 have already made that
statement, and it is my intention to rule, and when I
speak [ am going to act.

T he question that Head 25 - Ministry of Home Affairs
- stand part was put and resolved in the affir mative with-

out division.
Head 26 - Land and Surveys Department - was called,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, in moving
the passing of Head 26, I would like to mention that
the Chief Surveyor is entitled to this house allowance
to the sum of $960 a year, and this is to make pro-
vision for paying him from the Department itself
andnot from the Establishment Division as such. He
has already been receiving this, but no provision
is made under the Department.
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Ibeg to move that Head 26 - Lands and Surveys
Department - stand part,

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

T he question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

Head 29 - Town and Country Planning Office - was

called. :
Hon. C. E., TALMA: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that Head 29 stand part.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Head 32 - Ministry of Agriculture, Science and Tech-
nology - was called.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that Head 32 stand part.

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

T he question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Head 33 - Meteorological Of fice - was called.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that Head 33 stand part.

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that,

The ques tion was pul and resolved in the affirative

without division.

Head 39 - Ministry of Health and Welfare - was called.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that Head 39 stand part.

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The que stion was put and resolved in the affirmative

wit hout division.

Head 40 - Welfare Department - was called.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that Head 40 stand part,

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

Mr, HINDS: Mr. Chairman, your speed is some-
thing to be admired, but when it comes to the tax-
_payers’ money [ think that there must be a
check-point somewhere or the other. Under Item
24 - Welfare Grants - for the sum of $137,500, Iam
sure that the Minister would be in a position to tell
us, as well as at Item 25 - Old Age Pensions - how
he arrived at these amounts.

I would like perhaps to say something in re-
spect of the old age pensions first because asl

understand it, Sir, the Post Offices at which these old
age pensions are paid use well over $49,000 weekly
to pay these pensions, and ! just cannot for the life
of me see how this amount that is now being asked
for could really be enough, because it is understood
that the pensioners are now over 13,000 in number,
St, Michael and the City alone carry almost 6,000,
St. James over 550, St. Philip,1,000 and Christ Church
is another parish with a large number, 1,400, and in
St. Peter, my own constituency, there are 565,
whereas St. George has 950 and St. Lucy 500,St.
Joseph 500, St. Andrew has 400 and St. James has
over 850.

Now it would mean therefore that if all of these
people are to receive their allowances at the present
rate, something must be wrong. Your present calcu-
lations could hardly be right,

5.00 p.m.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order,
the hon. member must remember that there still
exists in this country a means test, and the amount
of pension payable to an old age pensioner depends
toalarge extent on the findings of the Old Age Pen-
sions Claims Committee in respect of the means
test, It means that if you have a means test and a
person has been in receipt of some form of income,
whether it is by way of rent from houses or if that
person has land, they can receive pension below the
maximum. The note itself is self-explanatory but
I just want to draw the hon. member’s attention to
the fact that not every pensioner receives the $5.00
because, according to the Old Age Pensions Act the
amount of pension paid to an old age pensioner
bears some form of relationship to the findings of
the Old Age Pensions Claims Committee in respect
of the means test.

The hon, member must remember that in the
Throne Speech reference was made to the means
test, but the whole point is that the Act provides for
this means test and we are having a look at it, but
he must understand that some pensioners can re-
ceive less than $5.00 because of the means test.

Mr. HINDS: Mr, Chairman, I appreciate what
the Hon. Minister has just said, but the note we have
before us tells us that provision is being made to
pay 12,200 pensioners each receiving $5.00 per
week, and that during the year there has been an in-
crease of 800 more.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order,
Mr, Chairman, we mustprovide for the total num-
ber of pensioners at the maximum rate, and that is
where the provision in the Estimates comes. What |
am saying is thatnot all of these pensioners receive
the maximum rate because if after the means test
is applied it is discovered by the Old Age Pensions
Officer that this person is in receipt of some form
of income over and above $7.00 per week, the per-
son does not qualify for the maximum pension, but
as far as the Legislature is concerned we do not
know how many during the year would qualify for a
reduced pension, therefore we have to provide for
maximum pensions. So when we ask for $30,000 it
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means that some people have been receiving reduced
pensions and that is where you have more money
than in the ordinary course of events. '

Mr, HINDS: Mr, Chairman, if the Minister were
to look back at his files he would see that in October
last year they undersstimated; they had 200 more
than the amount for which they had estimated. The
Minister does not understand what this is all about,
but in truth and in fact the means test should be at
least 15/16 in our view, at least $20,00 a week when
we bear in mind today that there are some cases
where we have old people - because to receive this
old age pension you must be 68 years of age - and
we have some old diabetics who because they have
some little board and shingled house or they have
to depend on a pension that they are getting from
somewhere they cannot receive a pension. What we
are saying is that the means test will have to be
examined quickly and most carefully and provision
will have to be made for these old people, because
itis after 68 that these people really need something
to keep body and soul together, and we cannot fool
ourselves about this any longer.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order,
the hon. member is not telling us anything new, we
have already declared as policy in the Governor-
General's Throne Speech that we are going to do
something about the means test,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, for the pur-
pose of the record I would like to clarify the situa-
tion, The sumof $3,172,000 has been provided to pay
old age pensions to approximately 12,200 persons at
the rate of $5,00 per week during the current year.
At the 1st April, 1971, the number had increased to
13,000 persons and the expenditure at the end of
August amounted to $1,252,830 leaving a balance of
$1,919,170 so that the balance which is needed is now
$30,830 which is now being requested to supplement
this Item. The means test has not yet been removed,
it isunder consideration and that is what is engaging
the attention of most hon. members, but the fact is
that the number of old age pensioners has increased
and this is really to make sure that each andevery
one is given an old age pension up to the end of the
financial year, This is a regular supplementary we
come for every year,

My, HINDS: What information has the Minister
added? The note tells us that the original provision
was based on 12,000 pensioners but that there was
an increase of 800 at 1st April, 1971, The Minister
told us that they had risen to 10,000 but I am telling
the Minister that by the end of March, 1971 the num-
ber had risen to 11,000, Ask the Minister how he
accounts for that amount?

Hon,C. E., TALMA: If the hon.member would give
way, lam being misquotedas usual, I[said thatat the
1st April, 1971 the number had increased to 13,000,
5.10 p.m.

My, HINDS: Mr, Chairman, I did not follow the
Minister closely enough. If he will repeat it, Iwill ap-
preciate it.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, for the
benefit of the hon. member, I will readthe first
paragraphagain.Isaidthat the sumof $3,172,000 has
been provided to pay old age pensions to approxi-
mately 12,000 persons at the rate of $5 per week
during the current year, but at 1st April, 1971, the
number had increased to 13,000 persons. 1 went on
to read further, but I do not know if he wants to hear
the balance again.

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, people may think I
am mad, but I should like the Minister to read his
notes again.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order,
Mr, Chairman. I think the hon. member is confusing
welfare grants with pensions, There are two separate
and distinct notes: One is Note 27 and the other is
Note 28. The one dealing with the 8,500 people is in
respect of welfare grants,andthe other one is in re-
spect of old age pensions.

The question that Head 40 - Welfare Department -

stand part was put and resolved in the affirmative without

without division.

Head 44 - Ministry of Trade Industry And Commerce -

was called.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, [ beg to
move that Head 44 - Ministry of Trade Industry and
Commerce - stand part.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.
Annexed Estimates - Post Office - was called.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, I begto
move that Annexed Estimates Post Office stand part,

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

w ithout division.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that the Resolution for the sum of $691,840 do
now pass.

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

with out division.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1971-72 No, 7

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr, Chairman, I beg
to move that the Resolution for the sum of $55,300
be granted from the Consolidated Fund and placed
at the disposal of Government to supplement the
Estimates 1971-72 Part II - Capital as shown in the
Supplementary Estimates, 1971-72 No, 7 which form
part of the Schedule to this Resolution.
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. This is to authorise the payment of $55,000 for
the construction .of Communal Baths and Latrmes
The amount of $200,000. was. prov1ded in the current

estimates and this has proved to be madequate in,.

that the sum, of $61 238 was released for the con-
structton of similar facrlltles at Ruby, Brereton and
Black Bess two_in the parish of St, Philip and the

last m the par1sh of St, Peter,. and there are plans .

for the building of 7 addltlonal fac111t1es at a.cost of
$193,354.18. That is the explanation, Sir.

I beg to move that the Resolutlon do. now pass
Hon. C. E. TALMA: lbeg to second that,

Mr.

should be commended On this Resolution we will
commend them for the actions they are taking in re—
lation to the provision of Communal Baths and La-
trines in this country R

On the other hand Mr Chalrman, 1 think it is -

quite correct that where the Opposmon notice that
there is room for improvement ‘we should make our
point and make it forcibly, One of the aspects of the’
amenities that happens to be lacking in this country
is amenities for latrines, publ1c baths and facilities

in the C1ty of Bridgetown. There is. no doubt that this .

country has made progress in my lifetime and lam
sure, in the 11fet1me of most hon, members But one
of the noticeable features in Br1dgetown is the failure
to provide adequately for toilet facilities. I make the

point not only or not primarily for the tourist.in~.

dustry, but most specifically for Barbadians in this
country. I think it is a.sad commentary on our
capital City in the year 1971 that we should find a
sad lack in these facilities in this country.

I am glad to hear the Hon. Prime Minister say
that there is provision bemg made for more Commu-
nal Baths and Latrines. lhope that these will be pro-
vided not only in the rural areas of our: country; but
that we should give a face-lift to these facilities in
Barbados. Perhaps there is room, for charitable or-
gan1sat1ons to help the Government in this respect by
themselves offering to operate such facilities.

I can assure the Government that, certainly, we
on this side will help them in this respect wherever
we can, because we think it is a vitalneed and that
any country that is thrivingin this respect should
have adequate facilities made for its people. o

Mr, CRAIG: Mr,Chairman, I believe the Leader
of the House would call this my old song. I have been
singingthis song now for 5 years,-and it lopks to.me
as if. I w111 have to sing it for another few weeks,

am glad as my colleague has sald that. there ds pro-

vision be1ng made to have some Communal Baths and
Latrmes
most in the w11derness ; taking the Leader of the House
on the spot;

FORDE Before you put. the questlon, Mr.,
Chairman, I think it is- rlght that, where the Govern-,
ment are acting on behalf of the public’s interest and
doing plans that are worth commendation that they.

I would have thought that after crying al- .

taking the Town and Country Planning .

Officer; taking the then Minister of Communications
and Works - much to my regret he is not a Senator s
down to Fitts Village that something:would have been:
done for those people. For Syears I have been asking
for . this  plum. /According . to them they.can winthe
Fitts ‘Village box at any time,; 50 give the.people: at
Fitts Village something.. There is beach land down
there which the Leader of the House hasseenon twa:
occasions. I pleaded - with-him: and he:told me thdt
theyhad the money provided 5 years ago. The Minig-
try of Communications and: Works: could not get car=.
penters and masons only -because: it wasto . do

somethmg for the people of St,. James

5.20 p.m. o

The Mmrster of Commumcations and Works sard
they' could -not.getcarpenters; carpenters had gone:
on strike. Masons have gone to-Mars only because this
is for St. James. You cannot win-the St. James :seaty
so-give it to .me. You are not going to.win.the St.;
James seatin 1976 either; so give: me the little:thing
for -St. James. The people of St.-James pay taxes: '
1. scored 418 ‘extra rums which are a lot-of runsto:
knock off, and you cannot khack them:off.in'a hurry,:
Give the people in Fitts Village where according to
you, - you have :your strength;i the little communal
bath and toilets,You find that children and men com~
ing from fishinghave to ge on:the beach and use the-
beachandexpose themselves to- theladi¢s whogo-to.
swim there. Iam not considering the tourists because-
I believe that Barbados is for Barbadians firstin
spite of the little change we have in Parliamentnow,
Youonly have to get some mad journalist write:some-
nonsense inthe papers some morning that there is a-
yellow fever outbreak in Barbados or the West Indies,
and.a ‘lot -of people believe that-Barbados is ini
Jamaica,and any time you say the West Indies, this"
to ‘my mind could be the .collapse-of the tourist in-
dustry, I sincerely hope this will never happen be+-
cause' we have established it in‘the interest of our’
Barbadians. Let me see these things done for‘Bar-
badians some. of whom live right there in Fitts Vil- -
lage .which is a small fishing village. I am told that i
Mr. Holder, a former. member of this House was
calling fox.it, lamitold that Mr; Carmichael who was
fromthat side onthat occasionor was half with them:
and: half- with the other side wasi calling for:it-also.
They -did .not.- get it.. I have.cried for five yearsral<:
ready; amIto continue crying? What have the people: .-
done the Government or to my Government when it
was in.power? ls there something Wrong with the
people in Fitts Vlllage? R

Mr Cha1rman the: Mm1sterof Educatxon 1sfrom
St. . James and ‘I would hope that he would: Joinin
Cabinet -and ask for this’ dtre need for the people at’”
Fitts Village. o i R B

There is another point, Mr, Chairman, I am
sorry - the. hon. -member for St.'Michael South~East
is- not in his place because I heard him say/once in’
here : that youido not want these:things in Barbados:
It was a very pretty story then. I also heard the then®
Mmlster of Communications and Works say that that

. ishow it should be Now I hear today that the Govern- .
ment has set out to prov1de more baths. To me there -
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is a conflict and some inconsistency along the road.

I am very glad, Mr, Chairman, that the Govern-

ment has set out to do this. I realise I cannot get
into this eleven because it has been picked but let
me be the opening batsman in the next eleven be-

that the people in Fitts Village can have these fa-

cilities, The Leader of the House went there with

me on two occasions during the last session and he

promised us then, I am asking the Leader of the
House along with the Minister of Education to help
me and by helping me they will be helping the people
of St. James and the people in Fitts Village in par-
ticular where they are supposed to be strong. You
cannot win the St, James seat in 1976 and you can
put that in your pipe and smoke it. [ am no peanuts.
(Hon. F. G. SMITH: You mean you are no ‘‘Bree’’!)
As Senator Wes Hall would say, I am no sweet bread;
you know you have to drink water with me. I am ask-
ing the Minister who is in charge of this Resolution
to visit the site again and see if they did not have
the needfor itfifteenyears ago, whether they do not
have need for it in this coming session, and to place

it at the head of the next list, We are in need of it.
It is an area where there are approximately 1,100
people living and it is mainly a fishing village. Itisa
pretty spot and people go there and have their fun;

so I am asking the Minister who is in charge of this

Resolution to please give the people of St. James

this requirement,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Chairman, I would like to
say that in a general way I share some of the views
of the two hon. members from the other side about
these facilities and especially the facilities for a
metropolitan area like St. Michael and the City of
Bridgetown. The hon. member for St. James has said
that he knows he is not in this eleven and he would
like to be opening in a new team. If I were in his po-
sition, I would not say that. I would demand a play
inthis eleven because he is sort of discounting him-
self and his own ability by saying he knows he is not
in this eleven. lagree with the hon, member for
Christ Church-West that the facilities in the City
should be improved andupgraded. | feel that there is
atendency in Barbados to downgrade toilet and latrine
facilities even in the establishments, and I think the
Government should call upon the business places in
the City. They are very shoddy and inadequate and
they do not provide enough toilet and latrine facili-
ties for the staff and their clients, It is appalling to
go into some of these business places in Bridgetown,
and itlooks as if you come from Mars if you ask to
useanyof the facilities. Insome cases you had better
notuse them, This is something that is shocking be-
cause they are places where thousands of people
congregate at Christmas time., Thousands of people
are goingto be in the City next month and at Christ-
mas time, and there are not enough facilities in
these business places.

Iagree with the hon. member for St, James that
it seems he isrepresenting a parish that has come
upon bad days both fromhis own party arndfor every-
body else, because it seems as if his own party by-
passed St, James and now it seems he will have to
wait, What I would like to suggest to the Hon, Prime

Minister is that when it comes to the rural areas, I
note that the Prime Minister has been sending down
Resolutions for the purchasing of land. Now I have

some very revolutionary views on this, I feel that in

this country we should be able to calluponthese
plantations and estates to provide land free of cost
for these services because they are services that
some of them should be providing for the people on
the plantation.

Rt, Hon.E, W. BARROW: On a point of order, I
hate to interrupt the hon, member, but I just wantto
getthe records straight, We do not pay for any land
inSt. John;sohehas gotto organise his constituency
now to get land in the same way that I got the land
free from Kendal Plantation. I do not even have to
canvassup there; so when all of you can do that,
thenyou will be able to come in here and talk, Every
individual member ought to have such good relations
with all his constituents that just as when I want a
bath for the general public in St. John I go and pick
out a piece of land that the people want and tell the
owner of the land this is the one we are having, they
can do the same. If the hon. member for St. James
can guarantee us some of that expensive seaside land
at Fitts Village...... {Asides) That has nothing to do
with me; that is not Fitts Village, that is Paynes Bay.
The hon. member omitted to state that in this small
allocation of over seven units he has got one at Bay-
woods which is much more important. I really was
onapoint of order and the hon. member gave way.
The point however is that St, James has one in this
new plan, and in the fullness of time if other mem-
bers can do what Idid in St, John and get the land
donated free, I will guarantee that we will get the one
in Fitts Village tomorrow; If the hon. member would
give me the assurance that we can get the spot of
land free, I will startthe programme by next month,

Mr, CRAIG: Mr, Chairman, on a point of order,
did the Hon. Minister say that there is one in this
plan for St. James? I am getting mixed up. This is
supposed to be in Baywoods which is adjoining St.
Andrew.
5.30 p.m.

If I go and ask for anything in Orange Hill will
itbeall right? Is that St. James?

Rt, Hon. E. W, BARROW: The hon. member has
one in Orange Hill already, but Baywoods is inthe
parish of St. James, I am not talking about consti-
tuency wise,

Mr, CRAIG: I want to get the record straight, I
hope the Minister for Agriculture and myselfdo not
get mixed up.

Mr, WALCOTT: The Hon. Prime Minister said
that hon, members should use their influence to get
some of the lands from some of their constituents
but Iwould like to put it up and beyond the members
doing this, I would like to regard it as a solemn act
of policy of the Government and I would like to see
all of these throughout the island. It may be difficult
in certain areas but moreso when it comes to the
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rural areas - and I can speak objectively on the
rural areas, I do not represent a rural constituency
as such - but [feel the land in the rural areas where
the plantations have not provided this important
facility for centuries, that it would not be asking too
much of all the plantations in the rural areas asa
matter of right to provide land for these purposes.
This is too microscopic an amount of land, but when
it comes to the City I feel that the powers that be,
the Minister of Health and the other appropriate
Ministers should step up the facilities in establish-
ments and stores in this island and make sure that
they provide adequate and decent facilities  con-
sonant with a modern society.

Hon. F. G. SMITH: Mr, Chairman, my view on
this whole question of communal baths is thatI
personally do not favour communal baths as the
ultimate socialist aim for the people of Barbados,
Iam prepared to accept it as a temporary measure
in view of the fact that the economic positions of
some people in this country do not permit them to
have water in their backyards to have their baths in
private, unknown to the neighbours when they bathe
and how often they bathe as can often happen in
in these public places, and I would certainly hope
if I stay in a Ministry my aim would be to see that
services are put into the houses as fast as they
possibly can, and on this issue I think this Govern-
menthas an excellent record, My aim would be that
people should be asking for communal baths and
latrines in constituencies but should be concerned
that their constituents are in a position to have run-
ning water in the back of their homes so thatthey
can have their baths in private. For my constitu-
ency myaim is thateverybody should have running
water in his home.

My, CRAIG: My, Chairman, it is a strange
thing when there is a bit of rust on you. I do not un-
derstand this, no one is saying that everybody -in
Barbados should not have a bath and water toilet,
and I do not like the way that the hon, member for
St. Michael West and myself seem to be agreeing
this afternoon. Beware of the Greeks bearing gifts;
if this continues I will have to run him out. What the
hon. member for St, Michael West said was that you
are going to have thousands of people in the City
just now, and the people who come into the City will
have to make appointments with their own toilets at
home to go in them before they come into the City
and then when they get into the City make appoint-
ments to go out,

Hon., F. G. SMITH: On a point of order, 1 was
not dealing with the metropolitan area, it is obvious
that you have to have public facilities in the City, I
was talking about a general principle. How could I
be such a congenital idiot as to suggest whattthe hon,
member for St. James is suggesting?

Mr, CRAIG: Sir, I would not call on the hon,
member to withdraw that remark calling me an idiot,

Mz, CHAIRMAN: It is the Chair’s prerogative
to ask him to withdraw it and that I am quite pre-
pared to do.

Hon. F. G. SMITH: On a point of order, I asked
how could I be a congenital idiot, not him, if he thinks
he isthat is a matter for him, butl am talking about
myself,

Mr, CRAIG: Sir, knowing the Minister for several
years Idonot think it is beyond him to say anything,
he is quite capable of saying anything at any time,
Lionel Riley would know this, not me. The Minister
said that he spoke about the rural areas. I under-
stood him to say that he does not agree with having
these baths and toilets, but if this is what the Min-
ister meant probably 1 did not understand. Under
those conditions I really cannot say what [ had to say,

Mr. E. E. GREAVES: Mr, Chairman, I think
that the points which were raised in this Resolution
have been valid ones, particularly the ones which
the representative for St, Michael West made. This
is one of particular concern to people in the rural
areas,andlthink that one has got to recognise that
in the rural areas you might have people who might
be travelling through the area and who mightnot
knowof anybody in the area if they run into any dif-
ficulties where they can go and have independent
facilities, The point which I would like to make re-
lates to the administration of some of these facili-
ties. Ithas been drawn to my attention, for example
and Ido notknow how widespread this is - but it has
been drawn to my attention that in some areas some
of these facilities are closed on Sundays. 1 remem-
ber particularly one instance where we had a func-
tionina particular area and we hada group of people
there but these people could not use the facilities
because the building was closed, and I think this is
something which obviously the Minister has to look
into and make sure that if these facilities are pro-
vided they are providedall the time so that they will
be available to the people for use,

5.40 p.m.

Mr, BOLDEN: Mr, Chairman, my personal view
on communal baths has been expressed in the last
Parliament. 1 agree with the hon., member for St.
Michael South-East who said that communal baths
arenot really whathe would like to see. [ said inthe
last Parliament that when one considers the cost of;
erecting communal baths, if a proper census were
made of any of the baths if would be found that they
are used by a small percentage of the male popula-
tion and very few females use them.

Let us look at Branchbury, St. Joseph. There
has been dispute about whether or not a bath should
be placed at a particular area at Branchbury, The
hon. member for St, Michael West, I think, speaks
about communal baths and says that land should be
donated by plantations. What we have to understand,
Mr, Chairman, is that there are certain plantations
whichhave large tenantries.l am in agreement with
his suggestion that where the tenantry is abutting
and bounding on plantation land the plantation should
give up an area of land to provide for a communal
bath,

On the other hand, where I disagree is when
compulsory acquisition is used to acquire small
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areas of land belonging to private persons. When a
communal bath is placed in the middleof a sur-
rounded area of proper houses it immediately de-
values the price of the properties in the area. Look
at Brereton Village and see where they have placed
a communal bath! There is a lady right opposite the
communal bath who has just built a proper house
and it devalues the lady’s house immediately. No-

body is going to give her a good price for a house
with a communal bath in front her door, an 8-foot
road, not to mention what is going to happen when
the people start using the bath.

During the last Session the Minister said that
these baths were costing in the vicinity of $40,000
to build, I have said it before and I say it again in
this House that where a bath is going to cost $40,000
to build, then the Government should take an esti-
mate of the number of persons in theareawhoare
likely to use that bath. That money can be utilised in
the Waterworks Department to install water in those
houses even if it is repaid ona diminishing basis
on the same method that is being used by the Light
And Power Company.That is the policy which should
be used when thinking of the erection of communal
baths.

Mr, Chairman, where you have an area of 1100
or 1200 people and the cost in relation to the bath
exceeds that in relation to offering services to the
people in that area, then it maybe necessary to
erecta communal bath, but where the number of the
people who will use the bath is small, then I believe
a different consideration should be applied.

When it comes to the Metropolitan area, Mr,
Chairman, my views are that the Town and Country
Planning Department should not pass a plan for the
erection of any building - there is a lot of building
going on particularly in Bridgetown - unless ade-
quate facilities have been provided in relation to the
number of persons who will be expected to use the
building, I have said before that in this country we
have been lagging too much in our technological
skills,

Mr, Chairman, I see that building is going on in
Broad Street, and I canrest assured that no provi-
sion has been made whereby that area could be ex-
cavated and proper facilities placed in the basement
of the building. The store could remain at top and the
facilities could be enteredby way of a side door or
a door to the main building. In that case we would
not have the problem of people having to go by the
old Trafalgar Hotel where others passing nearby
cannot avoid the smell.

I believe that the Government should investigate
this matter. I have heard a rumour once thatyou
could not excavate in Bridgetown. I have known where
excavation has been carried out next door to the sea,
and Ibelieve that is what should happen. The Govern-
ment’s policy should be that, when any erection is
taking place in the Metropolitanarea, proper facili-
ties should be incorporated in the plan before it
could be passed by the Town and Country Planning
Department.

Rt, Hon, E. W. BARROW:Mr. Chairman, there
are one or two inaccuracies which I should like to
clear up before this debate is concluded. If I may
deal with the hon. member for St. Joseph's re-
marks first,he started off his speech by saying that
these communal baths in the country are used very
little by females and mostly by a handful of men in
each district. There are 58 facilities in the Island.
This is nota kitchen debate; it is not a lavatory
debate, and I'wouldnot like it to descend to that level
We have to call a spade a spade. As I said there
are 58 facilities in this Island. That is an average of
5 ineach parish. Some parishes are more equal than
others,and some have 7 or 8 while others have 3 or
4. In my parish I do not think we have more than 3.
Asfar as I can remember very quickly it should be
Sargeant Street,anew one at Kendal, one at Venture,
Edgecliffe...... (Asides) We need one at Ventureany-
how.

Mr, Chairman, I should like to say that the
average number of attendances per unit duringthe
lastcalendar year 1970 was 10,758 users, It stands
to reason thatin a rural area the utilisation would
be greater than in a district where the people are
already provided with their own facilities, We must
not forget the same time we are discussing this that
the Government have installed over 24,000 private
installations during the past 10 years. There are
something like 538,000 corporeal hereditamentsac-
cording to the Local Government Act in this Island.
When we came into office there were less than 25,000
of these supplied with facilities. There are now
something like 44,000 or 46,000 out of the 58,000
which means that everylittle 16 x 9 with or without
shedroofattached - we describe all of those as cor-
poreal hereditaments. Some of them cannot be dig-
nified by the name of a house or home, because we
have a large backlog to catch up with in the Urban
and Rural Renewal Programme in this Island.

Now, we must also distinguish between what
you call a communal bath and latrine which is a
neighbourhood project . from a public convenience,
Let me use those words which appear emblazoned
on the proscenium arch of the one between the two
theatres in Probyn Street - Public Convenience.
There is a need for more of these facilities, because
there are 105,000 people living in the Metropolitan
area, and in the City area most of the business in
Barbados is concentreted,

‘1 agree with the hon, member for St, Joseph and
the hon. member for St,Michael Westthatevery
single building going up now should have in these
facilities. It shouldhave adequate facilities not only
to provide for the staff in which they are grossly in-
adequate, but for the general public as well.

[ am going to go further now than that. I know
that the Public Health Inspectors - Ido notwantto
use any harsh language, but we have inherited a lot
of people, who do not feel the bit and yeu call thatin
race-horse language ‘‘hard-mouth people’’ ,from the
last Government. From the Bridgetown City Council
we have taken them over; given them better salaries;
torn off the khaki; stripped the enamel ladle from
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dangling from their belt; given them some status in
this community, and those same people are going
around in places like Baxters Road, Bank Hall, in
the Bay Land where a man has a little 2 x 4 shop
selling refreshments and tellinghim that, if he does

not put inall of these tiled facilities and so on within

10 weeks, he cannot open business!

I want to see some of those Public Health In-
spectors going into Broad Street, Swan Street and
Roebuck Street where the Barbados Shipping And
Trading and those big firms are doing business and
inspect what they have there and they will find that
conditions are far worse thansome of the facilities
provided by a woman who is selling fish and floats
andtryingto supply civil servants and workers with
breakfast in this Island, It wasnotuntil land some
of my Ministers went around and advised some of
those small shopkeepers to apply to the Develop-
ment Bank for loans to assist them in refurbishing
their shops that they had any idea of how to face the
problem,

5.50 p.m.

Now this key which I have is not a key to any
convenience, The manager would keep the key in his
pocketand like when you were at school you have to
say ‘‘please for a pass’' to go outside; and if you
change the vowel you would have to go to the mana-
gerand say something like that, and you have to
change the vowel from ‘“‘a’’to ‘‘i’’.This is reprehen-
sibleandas faraswe are concerned, and I am sure
the Minister of Home Affairs - will agree with this,
the Town and Country Planning Officer will not be
giving permission for any new buildings, but as far
as the Ministry of Health is concernad, ! certainly
wouldlike to see some of these recalcitrant public
health officers who spend all their time in election-
eering and so on going around to some of the big
places in Bridgetown and inspecting the kind of fa-
cilities they have there, because I will tell you that
I have been living back in this Island for about
twenty years, and I do not know what any of the fa-
cilities they have in Broad Street look like, because
I do not know if they exist or whether they would al-
low you to use them, because nowhere can you see a
sign saying ‘‘Gents this way’’ and ‘‘Ladies this way"’
inany store in Broad Street at all. You go in a store
and they are completely antiseptic in so far as pro-
viding sanitary facilities is concerned. They do not
recognise such a condition existing among mankind
and that metabolism is a word that does exist inthe
English language; so we must distinguish between
area facilities, community and neighbourhood re-
quirements and the requirements of the masses of
people who have to transact business, catch buses
and taxis and walk in the metropolitan area.

Now the real problem with this programme is a
simpleone. It was started by the last Government as
arural amenity, and Ithink that the President of the
Caribbean Development Bank is the person whom the
people living in the rural areas of Barbados would
have to thank because if Dr, Lewis when he was
Directorof the Commonwealth Development Cor-
poration hadnot pointed out that the Canadians were

literally stealing money from the sugar producing
countries and got them to agree to give back $ 1/2
millionayear, - the Canadian Government was buy-
ingour sugar from the United Kingdom at a greater
price than the United Kingdom was paying us for our
sugar - we would not have had the Rural Amenities
Fund set up, and then it was thought that all these
facilities should not be provided out of General
Revenue or the Consolidated Fund, but should be
providedout of the Rural Amenities Fund. When we
came into office we had a programme for the con-
structionof 38 baths, butat that time the whole thing
hadbeen re-adjusted and there was no money com-
ing into the Labour Welfare Fund literally which had
to go to housing,or for the Rural Amenities Fund,
and so there was a kind of slowing down in the ac-
tivity until the Minister who is now the Leader of
the House decided that we would have to vote money
constructively out of the Consolidated Fund and not
wait for the Rural Amenities Fund to increase or
decrease as the case may be, because there does
not appear to be much prospect of the Rural Ameni-
ties Fund receiving any more money from the
sources from which it came before. We have now
come and we are making this an item of Govern-
ment expenditure not out of any special fund but as
an item of expenditure out of general revenue,

Mr. Chairman, I am very glad to see that they
have reached St. John at last. Youknow we are suf-
fering up there; but it is still our object to have
water in every home wherever the people require
it, and there will still be a demand in the rural areas
for village andarea facilities for the local inhabi-
tants, and in the metropolitan area we need a lot
more of these things.

Now let me say something about the standards.
The average cost is around about $30,000, andwe
have also had to wait because the Ministry of Com-
munications and Works itself could not cope with
the programme, and we have given these out to pri-
vate contractors. We have got to ensure that any-
thing that is constructed is not a kind of backyard
operation like the Bridgetown City Council used to
operate. Why we have not got more in Bridgetown
was because these facilities were put up as a kind
of political exercise and only people who voted for
the conservatives could be put in charge of these fa-
cilities as some old family retainer. You did not get
people given proper training and so on withthe
handling of the general public and the general stan-
dards that should prevail at facilities such as these;
soyou had one down opposite the City Hall, and you
got one over by the theatre, and there is anotherin
the New Orleans and one in Pond Side. I could name
you all the attendants at these places, not by the
frequency with which I visited them which was nil,
but because there are old political people I knew
when I was eight years old. There were Mrs. Manning
and Mr, Woodup inthe Pond Side. I believe one of the
persons you now see on political platforms stillswas
up in the New Orleans. I would not embarrasgthe
gentleman,but Mr, Wood is dead and-he used to work
for my family, so I knew him. This Ww#s regarded as
the kind of plum for somebody who had associated
himself with the Bridgetown City Council,
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Now let us face facts. The Bridgetown City
Council has never carried out any sort of public
programme on the basis of the requirements of the
society, The Bridgetown City Council always
operated on the basis of what was politically ex-
pedient for them and on the basis of patronage, They
were not concerned about the standards which pre-
vailed, so that you will find Queens Park was in a
run down condition, and having given somebody a
job it did not matter, and all the other things they
were put in charge of whether it was the cemetery
or the public baths, it was merely a question of
havinga key person in a particular job. It was never
a questionof puttingup something which was aesthe-
tically pleasing and functionally satisfying. We now
have to get architectural plans. We have to have
these things tiled from ceiling to floor and they must
be located in places where they provide the greatest
possible good to the greatest possible number of
people. That is our programme, As far as the state-
ment made by the Minister of Communications and
Works is concerned, this is our policy in so far as
every corporeal hereditament in this Island is con-
cerned, but in so far as the metropolitan area is
concerned, we have to realise that not everyone of
us will be carrying about a key to a private thing
like if it is a bank vault in his pocket like some of
the managers in Bridgetown get on with,

I want to go just one step further and say that
the facilities in some of the hotels in Barbados leave
a lot tobedesired,even in the new hotels, in so far
as maintenance and perpetual supervision of them is
concerned, and certainly where we put up facilities
around the bus stands where they are adequate and
and so on, they must be of the highest possible
standard both architecturally and aesthetically and
in so far as sanitation is concerned. When you say
these things are not used, the statistics which 1 have
here demonstrated that in each one of the 58 facili-
ties provided by the Government in this Island that
there are 11,000 users or an average of at least
thirty or thirty-five persons per day using baths
andfacilities of that nature, and you will understand
that these things are not being wasted on the public
at all and will continue to be a requirement,

Before I sit down I just want to saythis. Ido
not think that the Agricultural Societyof Barbados
ought to be allowed to use Queens Park for a two,
three or four day Exhibition where you would get an
average attendance of between 5,000 and 10,000 per-
sons per day with only two or three lavatory facili-
ties located inthe backof Queens Park house.lthink
it is a disgrace and I hope the Ministry of Health
will ensure that wherever public functions are being
held not only do you have proper fire precautions en-
forced, but you will also make sure that you have
proper sanitary provisions for all the people who
may attend,

Hon, C. E, TALMA: There are only one or two
points which I would like to make. The Hon. Prime
Minister has more or less given my reply, but I
would like to make it clear that since this Govern-
ment has been in office, two such facilities have

been provided in the parish of St, James, one at
Paynes Bay andthe other at Upper Carlton. Another
one is being provided at Baywoods in the parishof
St. James. The hon. member is not in his place, but
I have made special note of the point he raised. I
know he has been pressing to try and get something
done. We are interested in the people in Fitts Village
as the hon. member is, For that matter, we are in-
terested in the welfare of the people of Barbados
generally, and Fitts Village itself will be considered
6.00 p.m.

but there are other facilities which we arenow pro-
viding for the parish of St. James but Fitts Village
will be dealt withas a priority. I do not think I can
say any more,

T he question that the sum of $55, 300 under Part ]I -
Capital, Head 103 - Ministry of Health and Welfare stand
part was pul and resolved in the affirmative withouidivi-
sion.

On the motion of Hon. C. E. TALMA, seconded by Hon
G. G. FERGUSSON Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the passingof
two Resolutions in Committee of Supply andMr, SPEAKER

resumed the Chaiz‘nd reported accordingly.

&

‘ On sepaaz’;e motions of Hon. C. 5. TALMA, seconded
by Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON, the Resolutions were read a

first and second time and agreed to.

Hon.C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that Order No, 2 which stands in the name ofthe
hon. member for St. Michael North West be now
taken as the next Order of the Day,

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

COMPULSORY ACQUISITION OF LAND AT
WORKMANS, ST. GEORGE

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: Mr, Speaker, in your ab-
sence the House has dealt for such a long time with
communal baths and latrines - as a matter of fact,
it was the subject of the last Resolution -but I am

afraid that we still have communal baths and latrines
withus because this Resolution calls for the acquisi-
tion of some 4,000 square feet of land for the pur-
pose of siting a communal bath and latrine there,
This land, as the Schedule to the Resolution clearly
indicates, is situated at Workmans in the parishof
St. George and consists of 4,438 square feet. This
is being acquired by the Government compulsorily
not because there is any dispute between the present

owners and the purchasers, but that the Government
may have an indefeasible title to the property. The
Government and the vendor are agreed on all ma-
terial terms of the transaction including the pur-
chase price which is very reasonable, at the rate of
30 cents per square foot, and I move, Sir, that this

Resolution do now pass,

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: I beg to second that.
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The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,

COMPULSORY ACQUISITION OF LAND AT
BLACK ROCK, ST. MICHAEL

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: Mr., Speaker, this
Resolution again deals with acquisition of land but
this time, happily, for a different purpose, also a
communal purpose, education on this occasion, It
is proposed to acquire 195,370 square feet of land
situated at Black Rock in an area called Jones Land
for the purpose of siting there a Comprehensive
Secondary School for girls. This is to relieve the
przssure that is put on the St, Leonard’s School.

Up until very recently a two-shift system op-
erated at St, Leonard’'s School, and only last week
the Minister for Education opened new additions to
the .School so as to bring to an endthe shift sys-
tem. This land will now be used for constructing
permanently a building in order to accommodate the
spill over from St, Leonard's Girls® School. I re-
gret to say that this land has been compulsorily ac-

quired because there is a dispute over the purchase .

price. I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass,
Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: I beg to second that,

Hon, L. E. SANDIFORD: Mr, Speaker, I would
just like to say briefly that this school is meant to
provide the facilities for the young people of this
country to improve their educational attainments,
and that it is inkeepingwith the goal of this Gov-
ernment of providing free secondary education for
all the children of secondary school age, This par-
ticular school will provide places for some 1,200
children, and when the children are removed from
the St. Leonard's compound additional places will
therefore be available on that particular compound,
and hence will be within the framework of the goal
of providing additional places for our children in
this country.

6.10 p.m,

I am very happy that, in keeping with our pro-
posals to provide at least 5 new secondary schools
during this particular term, one of the very earliest
items to be dealt with in this new Session would be
the provision of facilities to provide for more
schools in this country,

The question that the Resolution do now pass was

put and resolved in the affirma tive without division.

Mr, SPEAKER: The next item on the Order
Paperis ItemNo. 4 standing in the name of the hon.
member for St, Michael North West, It is to move
the passing of a Resolution to approve the compul -
sory acquisition of land at Warrens, St. Michael.

RESOLUTION re ACQUISITION OF LAND AT -
WARRENS, ST, MICHAEL
Hon. P. M., GREAVES: Mr. Speaker, this is the
final Resolution dealing with the acquisition of land

on the Order Paper. Some time ago, I believe, this
Hon., Chamber acquired an area of land situate at
Warrens for the purpose of constructing a National
Cemetery and Crematorium, All of the arguments

were then athand as to the need for this, and, infact,
members then and even now are pointing to the
inadequacy of the remaining sites at Westbury Ceme-
tery for theburial of the dead. The same thing pre-

vails even to this day and the situation is even a bit
worst. The purpose of this Resolution is to acquire
approximately 28 1/2 acres of land at Warrens
situate as the Schedule indicates in an area which is

suited for this purpose.

I beg to move that the Resolution do now pass.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the aff irmative

without division.

Mr, SPEAKER: The next item on the Order
Paper is Item No, 35 standing in the name of the Hon,
Prime Minister,

RESOLUTION re AMENDMENT OF NOTE
TO ITEM 43 OF HEAD 44

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker, this
Resolution is merely to approve the amendment of
the Note to Item 43 of Head 44 - Ministry of Trade,
Community Development and Youth Affairs. The
amendment is merely to amend the Item under Head
44 to read:

‘‘Provision for the maintenance of furniture and
equipment at playing fields and community centres.
Also includes provision for equipment required for
continuation of sports programme at Government-
owned playing fields.”’

This is a simple amendment to the Note and it does

not entail additional expenditure of any capital or

any other sum.
I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
w it hout division.

Mr, SPEAKER: Item No, 6 standing in the name
of the Rt. Hon. Prime Minister. It is to movethe
passing of a Resolution to approve the amendment

of the Note to Item 16 of Head 33 - Ministry of Agri-
culture, Science and Technology.

RESOLUTION re AMENDMENT TO NOTE TO
ITEM 16 OF HEAD 33

Rt, Hon. E. W: BARROW: Mr, Speaker, this is

_a similar amendmant to the one which'we have just

passed. The Note to the Item No. 16 of Head 33 -
Meteorological Office in Part I - Current of the Ap-
proved Estimates should be amended as follows:
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Delete the existing note and substitute the
following ‘‘Provides for the purchase and installa-
tion etc. of telecommunication and radar equipment.’’

You will see in the Addendum, Mr. Speaker,
that earlier we had discussed the purchase of a
Plan Position Indicator for the Radar installation
at the Meteorological Office at Seawell Airport, The
cost of the equipment is estimated at $16,000, and
we would like to finance this acquisition from funds
which are uncommitted and available under Head
33 - Meteorological Office, plus an additional sup-
plementary provision which was passed for $4,000.
In order to use the funds under Head 33, it is
necessaryto amendthe note to include Radar Equip-
ment which was not there before.

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

Mr, SPEAKER: Item No, 7 on the Order Paper,
standing in the name of the Hon. Prime Minister.
It is to move the second reading of a Bill to amend
and consolidate the law relating to the advance of
loans and the payment of travelling allowance to
public officers required to travel for the due per-
formance of their duties,

BILLS - SECOND READING

PUBLIC OFFICERS LOAN AND TRAVELLING
- ALLOWANCES ACT, 1971

Rt, Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker, this is
a very short Bill, The objects and reasons have
been set out, and it is merely to amend and con-

. solidate the law relating to the advance of loans and

the payment of travelling allowance to public officers
required to travel for the due performance of their
functions,

Clause 1, of course, is the citation.
Clause 2 - Interpretation.

Clause 3 merely gives the Minister power to
directthat an officer who makes an application shall
receive a loan from the Consolidated Fund.

Clause 4 gives the Minister power to make
regulations, and these regulations are set out with
the declaration that any public officer is eligible;
secondly, to regulate the making of advances by way
of loan, andprescribing the conditions for providing
security in respect of and for the repayment of such
advances; thirdly, to provide for the repayment of
any money due by the officer on abatement of the of-
ficer’s salary; fourthly, prescribing the rates and
conditions of payment of travelling allowances;
fifthly, generally for giving effect to the Act,

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a
second time.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr, HINDS: Mr. Speaker, this Bill the Prime
Minister will tell us is merely moving an amend-
ment. It might be quite simple, but we have been
legislating here this afternoon and everything, as in
the case of this Bill, is something which has been
thrust upon us less than 24 hours ago.

6.20 p.m,

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker, on a
point of order, I do not think the hon. member is
reading the same Bill......

Mr, SPEAKER: Two hon. members cannot be
on their feet at the same time,

Rt, Hon. E. W. BARROW: I am on a point of
order.

Mr, SPEAKER: Would the hon. member for St.
Peter kindly take his seat?

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: The hon. member is
obviously not dealing with the same Bill that lam
dealing with because notice of this Bill was given
two weeks ago; it was not just thrust in the hand. I
do not know what he means by the expression ‘‘thrust
in the hand’’. This is not a Bill that we have asked
leave to deal with in all its stages at today’s sitting
at all, and a normal period is one week, and two
weeks is an act of supererogation on the part of the
Government, If the hon, member would indicate that
he wants an adjournment to consider the Bill because
of the late receipt of it, that is another matter, but
I am not a postman. I gave two weeks’ notice of the
Bill. If that is what the other side wants, I am not
objecting, There isno need to make any big speech.
There is no big thing about that at all; I do not get
a penny out of it

Mr, HINDS: Nobody is making a big speech. All
Iwas trying to do was to draw to Your Honour’s at-
tention that hon, members only received this less
than twenty-four hours ago. We are concerned that
they were not circulated and we have not read them,
and we do not like to be taking part in these pro-
ceedings when we are not familiar with what is going
om.

Rt.Hon, E. W. BARROW: Ona point of order, if
the hon. membexr wants to preserve his right to speak,
he would have to move that further consideration be
postponed.,

Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that
further consideration of this Bill be now postponed.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.
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ADJOURNMENT

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, this concludes
Government Business for today’s sitting.

Ibegto move that this House do now adjourn un-
til Tuesday, 9th November, 1971, at 2,30 p.m.

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

Rt, Hon, E. W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, before
the motion is put, I would like to enjoin hon. members
that we will be circulating during the interval of time
a Supplementary Estimate for independence celebra-

tions, and I hope to get leave of the House to deal with
this Supplementary Estimate all the details of which
will be set out. 1 hope to get it to hon. members by
next Tuesday so that they would have a week to study
the implications, and I will be asking leave to deal

with this Supplementary Estimate in all its stages at

the next sitting of the House.

The question that this House do now adjourn until
Tuesday, 9th November, 1971, at 2.30 p.m. was put and re-

solved in the affirmative without division,and Mr.SPEAKER
adjourned the House accordingly.

6.24 p.m.






