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Ztesday, 31st October, 1978 I GOVERNMENT NOTICES 
Pursuant t o  the adjournment, the House o f  

Assembly met a t  12.15 o'clock p.m. 

PKESENT 

His Honour W. C. B. HINDS, J.P. (Speaker); Hon. 
L. S. CRAIG, (Minister of Housing, ~ a n d s  and the 
Environment); Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS, M A , 
(Prime Minister and Minister of Finance and Planning); 
Hon. C. L. BOLDEN, LL.B., (Minister of  Communications 
and Works); Hon. H. deB. FORDE, S.C., M.A., LL.B., 
(Attorney General and Minister of  External Affairs); Hon. 
Miss B. A. MILLER, (Minister of  Health atid National 
Insurance); Hon. L. B. BRATHWAITE, (Minister of  
Agriculture, Food and Consumer Affairs); Mr. J. G. 
ODLE, B.Sc., (Chairman of  Committees); Mr. M. C. C. 
WARD; Mr. V. L. JOHNSON M.A.; Mr. I k L .  0. 
BRADSHAW; and Mr. L. L. SISNETT; 

Prayers were read. 

Mr. C G A  VES a d  hfr. ALLEYATE entered the 
Cb?amh?er aizd took their seats. 

MINUTES 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Spcakcr, 1 hcg 
t o  give noticc of  thc following:- 

?<csolution to authorisc tlic Minister resl;c4risiblc for 
Financc t o  borrow, by the  issuc o f  Trcasury I : i l l j ,  furthcr 
sums not exceeding $40 million. 

Resolution t o  grant thc sun1 o f  8104,531 from the 
Consolidated Fund and t o  piacc it  at the disposnl of the 
Goven~mcnt  t o  supplcmcnt thc Estiniatcs 1978-79, Part I 

- Currcnt, as shown in the Supplctncntary Estimates, 
1978.79, No. 13,  which form thc Schedulc to  the 
Resolution. 

Mr. Spcakcr, this I<csolution o f  which I havc just 
given :rotice rclatcs t o  severance pay for n~cmbcrs  of  the 
Coast Guard, and \VC are going t o  havc othct n~a t tc r s  
deding with pay t o  members o f  the military forces during 
the course of today's d i t .  c .  :: is intcndcd to take them 
firJt and s:lbJect t o  what thc Opposition may say, I 

I intcntl to  ash l c n ~ c  o f  the House to  deal with that matter 

/ todxy. These a:? pcoplc who arc awat ing  compensation. 

Hon. I .  S. CRAIG: Mr. Sptaker, I bcz to move that 
the M i ~ u t e s  as printed for the  28th October, 1978,  bc 
con firmed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I f  thcrc are n o  observations, those 
Minutes stand confirmed. 

M:. SPEAKER: The Minutes o f  the meeting of 
Tuesday, 24th October, 1978,  are before you for 
confirm ation. 

PAPERS LAID I 

Hon .  L. S. CKAIG: Mr. Speaker, I beg t o  give 
noticc of thc iol1owing:- 

Resolution to approve the Shops (Amendment) 
Order. 1978.  

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, I beg t o  
give notice of  the following:- 

A Ril! t o  amend the Dogs Act 1975. 

Hon. C. L. BOLDEN: Mr. Speaker, I am commanded 
t o  lay the following: -- 

I shall be seeking leave t o  have this matter dealt 
with in all its stages today. 



Hon. L. S. CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, or? behalf o f  the 
Prime Minister, I beg t o  give notice of the following:- 

A Bill t o  amend the Promissory Oaths Act. 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

On the motion o f  Rt. Hon. 1, M.  G. hi. ADAMS, 
seconded by Hon. L. S. CRAIG, a Bill to  amend the 
Promissory Oaths Act, was real a first rime. 

Air. SANDIFORD entered the Chamber a d  took 
his scat. 

0 1 1  the motion of Hon. hiiss B. A. AIILLER, 
seconcied by Hon. L. B. B RATH WAITE,  a Rill to amend 
tke Dogs Act, 1975, was read a first time. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, 1 would like on 
behalf of the hon.  Deputy Prime Minister to  ask that he 
be granted four weeks' leave of absence from :his 
Charnbcr t o  carry out official Government duties as from 
today. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Deputy Prime Minister and 

Leader of  the House. 

Hon. L. S. CRAlG: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If there is no objection, leave will 
bc granted. 
12.25 p m .  

Hon. L. S ,  CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, today's Sitting 
seems :ikely to  be rather lengthy and therefore I am going 

to move that Standing Ordcrs Nos. 6, 16,  18,  20, 42, 4 3  
and 44 be suspended for the remainder of  the day's 
Sitting, subject of course, t o  the general practice of 
seeking the approval of the other side. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand that the Oppcsition is 
in agreement with this. If there is n o  objection those 
several Standing Orders are suspended for the remainder 
of today 'S Sitting. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, I beg t o  move that 
Government Business be now taken and that Order No. 9 
be the instant Order of the day. 

RESOLUTION T O  APPROVE BARBADOS 
REGIMENT (SERVICE PAY) (AMEND- 

MENT) REGULATIONS, 1978 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, as 
hon. members are aware, the Government is in the 
process of embodying a Defence Force. The history of 

the Defence Force was gone into at greai length some 
months ago when a White Paper was presented to this 
House for apprcv,l. In that White Paper we indicated the 
general outline that :he Defence Force would take. 

In the interim period, Mr. Speaker, while the legal 
framework for the establishment of the Cefence Force is 
being completed, steps are being taken t o  identify the 
personnel and go through all the preliminary activities 
necrssary so  that  we can be ready t o  pick up  with a 
Defence Force as soon as possible after the enabling 
legislation is passed. Accordingii a number of  members 

of the Barbados Regiment are at present on  full time or 
nearly full t ime  duty under the encampment provisions 
contained in the Barbados Regiment legislation. A number 
of mem hers of  the Coast Guard which has now been 
disbanded have been sworn in as members of the 
Barbados Regiment - one or two have reverted to  that 
position since they were already members of the 
Regiment. A number of persons have been sent on 

training abroad, and it is necessary t o  bring into operation 
the rates of pay which will serve as rates of  pay for the 
Defence Force whcn it is fully embodied. There are 
therefore three Resolutions on the Order Paper today - 
Items 9, 10 and 11 - and there will also be a Resolution 
which wi!l be dealt with in Committee, relating t o  
severance payment for the Coast Guard. I gave notice of  
this Resolution a few moments ago and the Opposition 
have kindly indicated there would be no objection t o  
dealing with it in all its stages today. 

T o  deal with the instant Order of  the day, this should 

read not "Barbados Government Service Pay Amendment 
Regulation" as printed in the Order Paper but the 
"Barbados Regiment Service Pay Amendment Regulatioc." 
Your Honour will see in the Schedule that we have 
~ r o v i d e d  rates of pay for all ranks from private to  full 
Colonel. There is no provision at  the moment, or 

expectations, that the ranks of Brigadier and above will be m 
required for our modest Defence Force. These rates of  pay 
will govern all members of  the Defence Force including 
those members who in due course will be  assigned t o  the 
Marine Division of the Defence Force; although they may 
be given the courtesy of  naval rank their substantive rank *, 
will be as the military rank set ou t  in the Schedule to  the 
Resolution. 

These daily paid amounts correspsnd t o  annual rates . 
of pay and will in due course form the foundation for the ,, 
Regiment's pay scale. They go from $16.04 a day for a 
private up  t o  $74.03 a day for a full Colonel and indeed 
that will represent the post of  Chief of  the Defence staff. 
These rates of  pay are not by any means excessive; indeed 
they are substantially less in many cases that the 
corresponding rates of pay of a key scale which applies t o  
the Police Force, the Prison Service and the Fire Service, 
even without taking into consideration the duty allowances 
which these persons receive. The corresponding pay scale 
will be $ 5,858 annually for a recruit private and will go t o  

-* 



$27,024 for a c o l o n ~ l ,  a f i e d  scale at the corresponding 
!eve! B- 1. The second in comnland who wil; also be 
Con~mander-iri-Chief of the Barbados Regiment on  a fixed 
scalc B-2 of 324,324. The intermediate ranks are of varying 

amounts, but for example, the fixed scale for a sergeant is 
$30.056, which is in fact the same as the pay of  a long 
serv.ce private in the Barbados Police Force. So we have b.y 
no means pitched the scales at a high level. We know that 
there have been some disquiet in certain quarters because 
the scales are pitched below those formerly enjoyed by 
rnenlbers of the Coast Guard, bu t  we would like to  point 
out that the Coast Guard Service is c;f an entirely different 
natLre from the Marine Division in the formation of  the 
Barbados Defence Force. There are different conditions of  
service and we are not viewing it as the Civil Service 
Orgtnization which the previous Coast Guard Service was. 
This will be a military unit under fuil military discipline, 
living in barracks and receiving meals and so on, and we 
cantlot accept that the key scale plus 10'70 could be a basis 
for the continued remuneration o f  the new Force. 

Now the Defence Force in Phase 1 which is expected 
to  take about the whole of  next year will contain 154 
regular soldiers. Of this number 62  are t o  be assigned to the 
Marine Division and 92 t o  the land forces; these will be full 
time officers and men. At the same time it is intended t o  
recruit 302 volunteers as members of  the Volunteer Reserve 
Force. Out  of  these, 298 will be assigned t o  the military 
forces and four t o  the Coast Guard. I myself am hopingthat 
these four who are intended t o  be  part time air craft pilots 

will be recruited during the coming year; this may be a bit 
ambitious, but  that is the plan. 

During this year also, we hope t o  carry out 
extensive work at  the Garrison t o  improve the physical 
barracks accommodation and the general store 
acc2mmodation for the new Force. We hope t o  refurbish 
the stone barracks which will provide quarters for warrant 
officers and officers. I myself have inspected these 
barracks on  more than one occasion and d o  not think 
that they are in any condition t o  ask officers of  the 
Defence Force t o  live in them full time; they 
undoubtedly need substantial refurbishing. 
12.35 p.m. 

There is also a need for more storage 
accommodation. The kitchen has now been completed, 

+ 
but there will be a need t o  take over some of the 

* 
premises now used by other departments of Government, 
including the Central Purchasing Department and the 
Barbados Development Bank; and in the course of next 
year we hope that this process will be complete. In Phase 
2, which is expected t o  take another year, there will be 
8 0  more regulars on  the regimental side and 166 
volunteers. In Phase 3 there will be  49 further regulars 

and 35 volunteers. 

I have given before an idea of the organisation of 

the Force and I think that  I said at that time that there 

would be approximately 700 people in all when it was 
fidli. At that time there was a debate on  the White Paper; 
and I will therefore not detain hon. members much longer - 
with details at that level. I can point out ,  however, that 
of the block vote provided during this Financial Year for 
the establishment of the R'egiment, the greater part will 
probably be unspent because we have been very sparing 
and frugal in this matter of defence expenditure. I have 
absolutely n o  wish t o  see our country become like one of  
our  CARICOM brothers with a population over three 
times that of Barbados but  with a budget of very little 
larger, which finds it possible t o  expend $113 million on 
military forces in the current Financial Year, and which 
has refused to consider any reduction in this military 
budget as a contribution t o  financial stringency. I make 
no criticism of  any such country. I merely thank the 
Lord that we are fortunate enough not t o  have any 
boundary disputes with powerf'ul neighbours which will 
dictate the necessity for military spending on this scale. 

111 addition t o  this Force, Sir, a schenle is now 
underway which was not envisaged at the time of the 
White Paper, for the extension of the activities of a 
Defence Force into one productive economic area, and 
that is the area of construction; and the Colonel of the 
Defence Force, the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry 
of Defence, in collaboration with the Permanent Secretary 
with the Ministry of Communications and Works, are now 
working out which will hopefully lead to the 
establishment of a pioneer battalion of the Defence Force 
which can be used in carrying out constructive activities 
in the country. 

R t .  Hon.  E.  W .  B A R R O W  and Mr. CREAVES 
entered the  House and t o o k  their seats. 

Rt. Hon. J .  M. G.  M. ADAMS: We are envisaging an 
initial force of 150  persons who will be given basic 
military training, but will then be directed towards 
construction activities. The company that we are planning 
will be made up  of young people between the ages of  1 8  
and 25. Each intake in this country will have two months 
basic military training, excluding weapons, and t w o  
further months devoted t o  the learning or improving of 
basic skills. During the other eight months - we plan 
recruitment for a year, Sir, a year for each intake - they 
will be involved in projects providing practical experience 
in their skills; and in particular we have identified the 
East Coast Road as an area where the Construction 
Battalion of a Defence Force can very usefully be 
employed; and it is this particular project which is under 
consideration for the scheme. It will give useful training 
for a year, and will fit them for work in construction 
areas; and we think that this will be a valuable 
contribution t o  the training of youths, not only in 
fundamental skills, but in a disciplined attitude and 
approach to life. 



Our only regret is that we cannot recruit a larger 
number of young persons in this exercise which I hope 
will be very valuable. It  is still in the planning stage, and I 
cannot therefore give any details, but  it is expected that 

by  the time of the next Estimates we will be able t o  
request an appropriation for this purpose. As far as the 
Defence Act is concerned, I expect that that will be ready 
for debate in the House of  A s s e n ~ b l ~  during the first 
week of December; so  that members will n o  doubt  wish 

to  debate these Resolutions today, but will have another 
opportunity in a month's time to debate the Act itself. I 
cannot, of course, show the draft on which we are 
working at the present time; but  there may be one or  two 
questions of a general nature on  which I may be able to  
give hon. members some assistance if they make enquiries. 

I would wish, if possible, to  make one speech on  
Items 9, 10 and 11 or t o  make one particular speech on 
these items. I hope that hon. members will pardon me if I 
keep my remarks not  t o  deal with the details but t o  cover 
the area which relates t o  training. Perhaps this can more 
properly be. dealt with under item 11, but  it can be 
covered, 'I think, at large. We have been seeking training 
courses ,m' other countries - in the Caribbean and 
oversea;; and at the moment we have two cadets - one 
on a m e  year course for subalterns, junior cadet officers, 
and three members of the Regiment, two former members 
of the Coast Guard and one 'Officer of the Regiment 
whom we hope will assist us with the Coast Guard on a 
volunteer basis. A few have been sent t o  Governor's 
Island, New York. They' have now returned from the 
course. Governor's Island, New York, is the centre of the 
US Coast Guard. They went on a Search and Rercue 
Course which i am informed, they have fulfilled 
sa t~s fac tor i l~  and which will relate to  Coast Guard duties 
of protecting the airport in case of tragedies, and carrying 
out  other search and rescue operations more efficiently. 
The public of Barbados has certainly turned with a will t o  
the Coast Guard for .... 

Mr. SPEAKER: I takt i t  that since you are dealing 
with service pay, you are telling us about what the 
trained personnel wil! be earning from service pay. 

Rt. Hon. J.  M. G. M. ADAMS: Yes, Sir. I am now 
coming down t o  some of  them who are in the Service and 
getting Senice pay. Those who have been recruited into 
the Kegiment. The Coast G e u d ,  Sir. has been asked t o  
carry dead horses ou t  to sea, to  serve as floating pavilions 
at yacht races and to serve as floating pavilions at fish 
festivals. We have no objections t o  these things, but i am 
giving an idea of the extent of its duties, because 
apparently some of the public regard search and rescue as 
meaning that when a fishing boat runs out of diesel fuel 
and the Coast Guard goes out t o  tow it in, that next day 
it  can run out  of fuel again and send out a signal t o  be 
towed ~ I I  by the (::oast Cllard. That is within the 
experience the Coast Guard. Sir, it may not be too 

unkind t o  suggest that fishermen who have unduly 
economised on fuel regard the fuel tanks of the Coast 
Guard as a substitute for the fuel they should carry 
themselves. At any rate, I think that most people agree 

that the search and rescue operations have been popular 
with the public, and we are glad to  have been able t o  
train people who are now back astern and receiving 
service pay on a daily basis t o  carry out  these duties. 

We also have one sergeant in England doing military 
accounts, and we are very soon sending another on  a drill 
course and there will be more extensive training courses 
for officers and other ranks. Indeed, Sir, it would be 
going on  now, but due t o  my view of completing the 
Resolution now before the House and completing the 
draft statute for the embodiment of the Force, I have 
asked that the training course which may have been going 
on at the present time be postponed t o  a more suitable 
occasion. 
12.45 p.m. 

The only other matter I might just mention on  the 
Coast Guard Service operations relates to  the policing of 
the two hundred mile limit which we very soon hope t o  
bring into force even pending the full marine survey 
which may be necessary, Sir. This we regard as a vital and 
important Coast Guard duty and we will very soon be  
seeking training assistance in this regard and very soon 
will be instructing the Coast Guard t o  police our fishing 
grounds and our limits. 

S o  there it  is, Sir, if I may sum it up. A Defence 
Act is now in the process of preparation and should be 
ready for the House of  Assembly during this month and 
for debate during the first week in December. Within a 

month after that,  the Defence Force as such should be 
embodied and Phase One well on the way. 

We will be attemptirig t o  expand our marine services 
during the forthcoming year, Sir, and make a rudimentary 
start at a volunteer air reserve. We will also be attempting 
during the forthcoming ye= t o  establish the pioneering 
and engineering battalion of which I spoke and assigning 
it to  the East Coast Road as its first contruction effort. 
Indeed it  will d o  some construction inside tile 
Headquarters of the Regiment itself bu t  this is the first 
major outside construction ever. 

W? wil; be trair~ing young people, Sir. We wil! be 
gvlng employinent t o  154 persons in the initial stages, 92 
persons in the Kegment  and an additional number irk the 
Coast Guard in the first Phase. for even thol~gh rnany of  
these persons may be emp!oyed at the present by the 
Keglrnent full-time, we will make their jobs available t o  
others. 

We think we have trodden the path betweer! 
modesty and econorny on the one hand and security on 



,m the other. Sir, with reasonably firm hope, I think that the 
designated Chief of Staff and his Second-in-conlmdnd arrd 
those personnel under consideration for corn~riissions in 
the Defence Force, will be persorls in whom the 
Government car1 have conlidence and indeed in whom we 
as politicians can have confidence, Sir, and I am sure that 
the  House %ill support the Resolution under Order No. 9 
arid the other Resolul-ions relating to  rhis matter which 
are c~ri the Order Pape; and which have been agreed to Le 
done. 

1 therciore beg to rnove that this Resolution d o  
now pass. 

Hon. H ,  dc.6. FORDE: I would !ike to second it 
and reserve rny right to  speak o n  it. 

Mr. S,%NDlf C)KD: Mr. Speaker, we have had in this 

Chanlbcr many ~vcx:drous performances f r o n ~  the Prirrie 
- tvlini&.tei- and today is C O  exceptioil. We are dealins with a 

F.css.lution r c l a ~ l ; i ~  [ c  L I I L  BarS;:dos Regiment (Rates o i  . 
P,:;) ,A~r?ci~(dnieni) l i ~ ~ ~ l a t i o n  and th- !'iii.;r- Minister 
has tal.cn tlle oppurru~iity to rcfcr i o  other relaced 

matt:rs and otller Kesolurions, but  what we would of 
iour;e  have been eve:i interested to  hear a lot abou: 
would be the di.-:satisfaction which has reached the 
coluinns of t!ie Newspapers. The dissatisfaction that . . 

ai>parently exists among certain member5 of the Barbadcs 
Coast Guard. now d e f u n c ~  I am told, and we would have 
thaught that clie Ministcr for l>efericc and Security would 
have cxplairied t o  this i-iouse the nature of the probiems 
with.n that service, the co:rrplaints and c:o!xcerns of thosil 
members of the ir.,rrner Coast Guard Servicc and t o  tell us 
sonicthing about the proble~ns involved Lr, the 
incorporation c;f the naval arm of' the Karbados Defczce 
Fo:ce. Instead of  that,  we have heard a lot about Phase I ,  
Phase II. and Phase 111 of ....... 

- Iit .  Hon. J. M. G. M. ACAMS: I indicated quite 
clearly that there is a Resolution coming on the Coast 
Guard explaining Se\.crance Pay. The hon. member is 

dealing with what ilappcns to the Coast Guard after they 
are enlisted in the Regiment. He will have every 

- opportunity of dealing with the matters he is in- 
advertently referring to, and the reasons why I have not 
dealt with them is because there a-e going t o  come iater. 

I have t o  say this because the Press wouid publish 
that I refuse to deal with the Coast Guard, and the 
Reporter may !iave gune home and may have been too 
s ~ c k  in the head and when he comes to deal w ~ t h  it to  
realise that the person who is out  of order is not me but 
the hon. member for St. Michael South. Out of order for 
a good cause and out  of order in respect of rr~y 
submission nonetheless, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The point is taken. 

Mr. SANDIFORD: Thank you. If  the Press is 
t o o  thick-headed I hope they will heal they are 
thick-headed and wilI take this type of criticism. I believe 
the); can take this type of criticism if they are 
thick-headed. 

Mr.  Speaker-, I may be gen~linely mistaken but I 
thought I heard the Minister Tor Defence and Security 
indicate that he was making one speech, one major speech 
and indeed he asked yo!ir indulgence in order t o  go 
outside the bounds of the present Resolution in order to  
deal with these matters but  if the Press is too 
thick-headed t o  understa~id these matters, well rnaybe 
the;v. have to be told ........ 

Mr. SPEAKER: If the Press is, the Chair is not. 

Mr. SANDIFOKT): Thank you, thank you. Mr. 
Speaker, I know that yiju are not thick-hcaded. 1 am 

merely rnakirir: a point and i hope the Minister o l  
Dekncc and Security does not get too hurt because l 
think quitc lcgirimatciy I have ~ndicated that wc % m i d  
havc expcctcd to  11c;tr rrluch niorc about tlie problcnis 
involved in the Coait Guard Service 2nd the incot-poratioi, 
of that service as a naval arm of thc IIefencc !':jrcc. aild I 
i ~ ~ d i c a t c d  that instlad of illat wc  hcar about Phase I .  
Ph;tsc I! : ~ n d  P11;1.<c [I! .  Prr<jcctions down tu 11t:ut yea1 :a!?<! 

tlie year bc) ,ond ii; ;lntic~y,*tion of the L)efciicc Uil! which 
is to  come beforr th i s  H o u c  and that was the Gist 
wondrous thing about the ~ e r f o r m a n c e  today. 

The srcond wondro!is tliing is that quite l ~ l a t ~ d l ~ ,  
as we say in Bajan terms "without batting an eye l id ' ,  wc 
hcar about this r>et'ci1ce Act or 1)cicnce Lcgislatior~ which 
is to cornc next month but no nlcntioii at al! about the 
previc;us promise made sornctirnc ago, I believe as far ago 
as March, that this !louse would ha;zc been prcscntcd with 
Oefence Icgis!ation sonietirnc early in April ur May. i d o  
liot rcrncrnbcr which of these months, but  I believe i t  was 
April. We wcre told by the Minister of Defence that he 
was b:ing1ng Defence legislation sometime early in the 
financial year, in April. I believe the month was given as 

April and in this address today. as I said quite blai~diy 
and with very unctious ?hrases we  have heard how it is 
coming next nionth. 

12.55 p.m. 

There has been no reference at ali t o  what has gone 
before, why it is not here yet, and what are the problems 
involved. Are there any tensions within the defence 
establishment? What is the reason? I want to  hear. 
(Asides) If it is that,  1 want t o  hear what are the reasons 
why that particular piece of legislation has not come 
down, and how satisfactory is the present set up within 
the Regiment, the Defence Force, the Coast Guard or 
whatever it is in terms of the legislation under which they 
are supposed t o  operate, the necessary legal authorities 
for this service t o  function and function effectively. 



I would think, Mr. Speaker, that is impossible for 
the defence of this country to  be properly executed. to  
be properly administered without the necessary 
legislation, and I think the Minister of Defence and 
Security has up t o  this point in his major introduction 
failed this House in not explaining the details about that, 
but  by blandly indicating that it is coming next month. 
We have not been given any details. I would like t o  know, 
Mr. Speaker, what has happened as far as the services 
performed by the Coast Guard may be concerned. We 

have heard that chat particular agency is expected t o  
prevent people from committing suicide. In other words 
we are told that the duties include going out  on one day 

t o  rescue a fishing boat whic!~ has run out  of fuel, and 
the next day t o  go out  and rescue the same boat. I refuse 
t o  believe that the Minister of Defence could be serioils 
about a matter of life and death and speak of it in those 

terms. I d o  not believe that any fisherman would 
deliberately go out on short fuel and not expect or 
expecting that if he runs out that the Coast Guard would 
come t o  his aid and deliberately court possible death or 
privation on those grounds. I believe that in defence 
matterswe must be serious, and I d o  not thinic that thatcan 

be advanced as part of the reasons why the Coast Guard 
may not now be performing the types of functions that it 

should be performing. 

We heard reference t o  the question of air/sea rescue. 
According to the thick-headed journalists, and I am 
quoting here, Barbados was spared a possible air disaster 

when an aeroplane had t o  return t o  the airport because of  
some failure in its hydraulic system. I would like to  know 
if under this or similar circumstances the servlces which 
were suppqsed t o  be performed by the Coast Guard and 
which now presumably might be performed by the naval 
arm of the Defence Force include the provision of airlsea 
rescue services. We have been told, and I thank the 
Minister of Defence for giving the House the information, 
that there are persons out on  training including in the 
area of  search and rescue....an officer and two ranks. I 
would like t o  know whether it is a requirement of the 
present aviation arrangements that airlsea rescue services 
should be available particularly t o  deal in cases where 
there might be air emergencies or air disasters, and 
whether those services were available f ~ r  possible use 
during the emergency which was experienced at the 
airport over the week-end when there was that Froblem at 
the airport. I wonder if the Mill~stel of  Defence could 
give us some informatiorl o n  that particular matter. Of 
course, we are all t o  know that we d o  not have to 
spend the amount of our gross national product on 
degence and police and related matters as other countries 
in  the Caribbean which may be three times as large as 
Barbados has t o  spend. Of course the Minister of Defer~ce 
thanked God that that is not our position. I think the 
countries of the Caribbean each one has its own peculiar 
aiid particular defence problerns, and if it may be a 
continental country u l t h  threats imagined or real to  its 

territorial integrity, then it may consider that its national 
interests demand that it spends a higher proportion of its 
budget on defence and related matters than other 
countries which may not be so hemmed in. We will of 
course have t o  wait until the defence legislation comes 
before this Honourable Chamber t o  hear an elaboration of  
the potential threats which may face this country and the 
types o i  defence capabilities which may have t o  be 
developed in order t o  meet these threats. What we do 
know at  this stage is that there is a phased programme, 
and W have heard it today, for the development of  the 
defence capabilities of this country. T o  date what we are 
particularly interested in is r ~ o t  a long look into the 
establishment of the defence force as such, but thc 
immediate problems which have led to  this rushed 
!egis!ation coming before us today. h c ~  these particular 
rates ;nd related matters compare wlth other rates of pay 
in other parts of the public service, and it is really 
begging the questinrz a little to  say that the naval arm 
would be considered as part not of the civil service. but 
as par: of the military service. 
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What we are interested in is not a long look into 
the establishment of the Defence Force as such but the 
immediate problem which has led t o  this rush legislation 
before us today; how these particular rates and related 
matters compare with our rates of pay in other parts of 
the public service. And it is really begging the question 
a little t o  say that the Naval would be considered not 
as part of the Civil Service but as part of  the military 
service. I think it is true t o  say that they all, whether 
military or civil, will be serving the same Government 
and the net result is that persons who over the past 
years from the inception of the service were accustomed 
t o  a certain level of remuneration have suddenly found 
that remuneration considerably reduced, and quite 
naturally like all workers faced ,with reduction in 
income a t  a time when the cost of living is increasing, 
there is dissatisfaction. I think the Minister of Defence 
owes it to  this House to  explain the nature of that 
dissatisfaction and say h0.w these matters are being 
resolved. I know that he has the defence of this 
country deeply at  heart, as all true and loyal Barbadians 
have; and we certainly would not wish t o  see 
dissatisfactiorl growing in the Defence and Security 
Services of this country. We would certainly wish, 
therefore, that the Minister allay any fears which there 
may be about this dissatisfaction; that he tells us that it 
is under control, because I think that it would be better 
f s r  the psychological well being of this country if such 
an assurance c o d d  be given. 

Mr. Speaker, we will await further development in 
this particular matter, and I will await the promised 
legislation as I have awaited it in the past, but t o  date 
in vain. 



the United States. There is a large military establishment - in the countries of some of our Latin American friends, 
for instance, Brazil. I d o  not know whether relations 
between Barbados and that country, as recently 

- evidenced by a shipping agreement between the two, 
suggest any contemplation of military assistance as far 

I We have a number of persons o u t o n t r a i n i n g -  
I think Canada and the United Kingdom. I did not hear 
any reference to  trairling in the United States.(Asides). I 
have been told that the Coast Guard has had training in 

as the training of the military resources of Barbados 
may be concerned; but .again I believe that when we 
cor-~e t o  the question of elabo~at ing the defence 
possibilities and the whole parameters relating to  the 
deiencf. of this country we will get a full explanation of  
thi: matter. 

from the beginning; nor can you have such an 
organization comprising people of only one political 
persuasion. And it is in the interest of  the Government 
to  deny that this is so. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I ,in? therefore asking 
thar further and better particulars be given this 
Honourable Chamber in respect of the dissatisfaction 
among former members of thc Coast Guard. I have 
noted that we were promised before a Defence Act 
which has held up the true and proper development of 
the defence and security of this coilntry. I d o  hope 
thar: the deadline now given will be kept by the 
hliaister of Defence and Security. 

Dr. CADDLE: Mr. Speaker, reports emanating 
from people in the Regiment indicate quite clearly that 
there is a lot of dissatisfaction. Some of this 
dissatisfaction concerns the present scales of pay and I 
would like t o  find ou t  from the Minister if these scales 
of pay are the result of discussions with representatives 
of  the people now forming the Regimen1 or whether, 
as has been said, the outcome of a one-man show. This 
is important because we canriot start up a body as 
important as the Regiment on  grounds of dissatisfaction 
because it would not function efficiently. The Prime 
Minister is well aware of  this. I d o  not know if he is 
aware of the  fact that  there are reports about 
dissatisfaction with these pay scales. 

What is even more interesting arid is arousing more 
dissatisfaction is the method of selection of 
people for the Regiment. People are complaining that 
thev cannot get into the Regiment uniess they are of 
certain political convictions. It has been drawn t o  my 
attention that people of the now defunct Coast Guard 
who have been told to  apply t o  the Rpgiment were 
given an examination, have passed and yet have not 
been selected; and when they enquire why they have 
not  been selected they have been given no explanation. 
This is sometiling for the Prime Minister t o  be aware of .  
I am not  accusing him of anything, I am drawing the 
matter t o  attention and want him to be aware of it, 
bccause you cannot have an organization such as the 
Regiment, which is so irnportnnt to  thc defence and 
security of the country, sadJLed *lth dissatisfaction 

There is also dissatisfaction among persons of the 
Regiment concerning pedpIe who normally are civil 
servants but  who on certain occasions when the 
Regiment is having a parade turn up t o  deliberate on  
the functions or performance of  the Regiment. 

I notice, Sir. with a certain amount of satisfaction. 
the brief' attempt made by the Prime Minister t o  indicate 
to  the people of  the country that Barbados will have 
some form of national service. The Prime Rlinister has 
been very careful not to  call it so but has indicated 
that this particular branch or section of the Defence 
Force will be aimed at people between the ages of 18 
and 25, and will he trained not necessarily as soldiers 
but  in the skills necessary for the development of this 
country and training in discipline. I d o  not believe that 
the Prime Minister should be reluctant t o  elaborate on 
this matter o i  t o  tell the people of this country that 
the Government is prepared t o  bring in some form of 
national service, because he is likely t o  find that there 
arc many people in this country who are in favour ~f 
some form of national service for the young peoplc of 
Barbados. What they will be concerned about is what 
form it will actually take, bccause looking at  another 
country in this area and hearing the report coming out  
of that country, Barbadians would like t o  be assured 
that it is not the intention of this Government to  copy 
from this particular country, and the Prime Minister 
knows what country I am referring to. I think the 
people of  this country should know in some clear detail 
whether or not this form of national service is going t o  
embrace a large number of young people, what areas of 
nationa! service these young people will be trained in 
and what actual form the training will take, and what it 
will cost the people of  this country, because one of  the 
things we are likely t o  find is that they will introduce 
something and tell you it will cost a certain amount, 
and when you check it ut:. JZder a period of years you 
will find that the cost has escalated and keeps 
escalating. 
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It is n o  point trying t o  assure us that you will only 
have a srnall construction section which v ill be primarily 
concerned, say with the building of  the East Coast Road, 
and trying t o  assure the people o f  this country that you are 
doing that because you d o  not want t o  increase the 
cost of  the maintenance of these people or saddle the 
people of Barbados with the high cost of their 
maintenance; bu t  after it has been established one will 
find after you look at the Estimates that there will be a 
rather steep increase voted for this particular purpose, 
and people will find it too late t o  express themselves as 
t o  whether or not they are in favour of  such a form of  
national defence. 



I d o  not believe that the Prime Minister has had 
t o  be so careful in his remarks or try t o  hide this and 
that ;  because if this was discussed widely in Barbados 
he would find that there arc large numbers of people in 
Barbados who are in f&vour of some form of national 
service; and he only has t o  assure them of the cost and 
the ac tud  f ~ r m  that it  will rake; and there are some 
people who are advocating that it is necessary t o  impart 
some sease of discipline in the younger peopie of this 
country; because one of the problems which a country 
like Barbados faces in the area of development is that 
you may not have enough skilled people wheil there is 
a boom to draw upon;  and a national service may be 
one way of training a large number of these young 
people. 

What 1 am concerned with at this particular point 

in relation t o  the non-iuncticning c f  t?ir Coast Guard 
which causes proLlcms ir; Barbados on the West Coast 
and the Sa~it!i Coast, problems pertaiiling r o  srnngglingl 

and I would iike to  enquire froni the Hon. Minister 
what are t he  present epirdtions to saicguard our ccasts 

against bmuggiin?, and to prevent the Curtoms or the 
Go.ver:~:neqt Eroti~ losing r::venuc as a ie~:ri: .>i this 

i'or somr tlme now it secms that the Coasr ( h a r d  
si1ips !~a .~e   beer^ lying down idle. I would iike to k ; ~ o w  
hcw long are rhey going to :-crhain idlc: because while I 
apprecia~e his point that wc are going to have anet!ier 
s;.portunit); t o  discuss ali :he irnplicarior~s, what we arc 
collceriicd with at :his pazticciar poi!lt iri tirr,e is with 
the non-functiol;iiig of this department which 
is ca~1s ; i i~  sonre ;>roble:rts to t!ie peop!c of this c o ~ i l t r y .  
f :..o.ald !ikc to k:iow horn 4iln if he is awarc of that .  I 
would like :L) reserve rnv further re:narks for another 
c c a s i o n ;  I would like t o  teii the Prirr~e Iliniste: that it 
is in his intercst to  put his ears in the right piace, and 
he wdl get sorne idez. that therz is an amount of 
dissatisfaction both as regards (1) safety, and ( 2 )  as 
regards the method of st:lection of pe(:ple going into the 
Kegiment. People itave bc-en saying qultc clearly that 
there is political disiriminati~~ri in thst area. 

Rt. Hon. J .  M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, if no 

other hon. rnember wishes to  speak, I propose t o  
make my rcply. I have listened carefully to the two 
speeches, Sir, and I had the pleasure of being able t o  
turn to  the Acting Leader of the House when the hon. 
member was praising me during the course of his 
speech. I appreciate it. Why I mentioned the Press was 
tl:at we had an experience in this House when the 
White Paper was debated on January 24, and the Press 
headlining "Opposition Bears Fears on Force"; and it  
wrote a story 42 centimeterslong; and one !.it& 
paragraph in that story. 2 centimeters long, said that the 

* 
Prime Minister introduced a Resoiution, and during an 

a 
hour iong speech outlined the Government's position in 
support of the -stablishment of a Defence Force. That 
was aU the covet.igz that was given to the Government. 

At least 1 presented a White Paper which they 
could read, if they could not take down the shorthand 
notes necessary t o  report rny speech for the Advocate. 
They could reid the U'hire Paper and see the reasons. 
The hon. mrmbcr for St. Michael South received just 
over half the coverage, 22 centimetres out  of 42; and 
out  of that seven paragaphs, a total of 14 centimeters 

in which the reporter repeated that Mr. Sandiford said 
that tl-e Govcrnlne1:t had not given any good reason for 
having a Defence Force. There werc seqen paragraphs all * 
of the same speech. So you will see, Mr. Speaker, why I 

am mibtrustful of sortle of the reporters of the Advocate 

when they come in here. (Mr. GREAVES: Then they 
qhodd be destroyed;. I rierer salci that they should be 
destro\eti. i f  thy han.  member for St. Lucy rhinks that m 

th ry  sliould be destroyetl, he must get and say that 
the) shiluld &c destroted. 

The ha',. member for St .  Michael South is 
mistakcn in th ink~ng  that the Defence Act was promised 
for Apr:i 1973. While lsstening t o  his speech, I have 
rc3d lily owil ~peech  OX' that occasioli through and 
thmuqh, and 3 Defence Act was not mentioned in that 

J p e e ~ h .  What was prom:sed on that occasion was that 
the Defence Forcc vouid be bri,.-iglit Into operation on * 
the 1 s t  Aplll, 1975 No ptorrl;se wharsoaver was made 

that this Acr would come into operation on the 1st 
.April. So ihere was nu breaking ijf any promise. The 

Act was nzvcr prornised b) that time, but  the Dcfencc 
Force was tita!arlY brought into operation on the -,.S; 

April bec,ause inclnc); was vot-cd fol it in the Estimates. 

'The Chief of Scaff' iiad i1:deed been designated, and all 
the prelimir~ary !er :he establishment of the Defence 
Force ha-.,e been g o ~ n ~  on since April. I, 

There has hi-eri no delay or reneging from what 
was s a d  di!ring the Estimates: and you will see that the 
reason for :he dcsipat ion of the date for starting the 
Defence Force is because this is a block vote for the 4 
Defence Force which was granted by the House, and 
the authority to use that -vote arises from the Estimates; 
so that the 1st April is the commencement datc. The 
examinations have been taking place, and I think that 
there has been quite exter~sive activity. Several officers 
and people of other ralzks, for exampie, are teaching at 
Government Schools; and we have received requests for 
secondment. We are considering requests for 
secondment, and we are looicing for specialist officers. 
We have sent people for training, as I have explained, t o  
the U.S. and Canada; and all o f  this activity relates t o  
the Defence Force. It is therefore wrong t o  say that we 
have not brought in the legislation promised. We 
promised a Defence Force. The other  legislation will be 
coming soon. 



I arn aware of any tensions within the Defence 
Establishment such as referred t o  by the member for St.  
Michael South. I would welcome his information. I am 
sure that he would like t o  give it privately and I 
promise to  investigate all the tensions to  which hc 
refers. I am aware that there are certain disgruntled ex 
members of the Coast Guard who have been seeking out 
wtamever they can find and telling them that the pay 
is not enough and so on and so forth. 
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I was not aware that aavbody had made an 
accusation of political favourittsm in rile selection such as 
was mentioned by the h ~ n .  nieinber for St.  Michael South 
Central. What I know has happened is that members of 
our Party have accused me of giving special favour t o  a 
member of  the Coast G u x d  who they say was brought 
herc by the hon. merriber for St. Michael South West and 
t o  mzke some other aliegations which wili be investigated, 
arid t o  say how could I givc that  rnalr when he was such 
an cvutstanding Dem a pick and d o  riot support such and 
such. So you see it  cuts both ways. 

When people have a grievance, if the). dddres~  their 
grievance to the hon. member fcr St Michael North 
Centrlrl, the grievance v-ill be "I am with you skipper and 

they do not want me because I am with you," and if 
they address their grievance t o  somc hon. merrtber; of  this 

h'onourable House on this side they will say "I am with 
you and l o ~ k  the Prime Minister has not given me a pick" 
and so on. 

Well the answer is, Mr. Speaker, tl~!, genileman t o  
whcm I am referring 1 am sure is well known t o  the :ion. 
member for St. fvtichac! South West if hc addresses his 
mirid t o  the problem. The report oil it is that he is a 
good and reliable member o f  the Coast Guard and :hzt is 
all we are concerned with and he got a i a t  of  marks in 
the tlxa~nination which he took.  

The skuation 1s that the procrss is r o t  yct 
complete. Only 15 ~nembcrs  of  the Coast Guard habe 
been enlisted in the Regirnent but further members will 
be enlisted in due course. I can say now that all cannot 
expect i o  be enlisted. There are some w l ~ o  we would 
welcorne but who have not taken the examination. Thrre 
is onc who we would 'nave wel~orned  but he took the 
examination and did deliberately bad in it because he said 
that it was against his dignity to  take the cxamination 
and indeed i believe he has already bec:l idrntified by the 
Regimental officials as a person suitable for 

There are some who have taken the examination 
and arc near t o  p a s s i ~ g  but they may not be suitable for 
marine service. I believe there is a t  least one person who 
was an artisan in a trade completely unconnected t o  any 
seagoing activity. Now t o  be realistic he is intended to go 

into the Regirnent not back into the Coast Guard. In 
other words there is a whole series of  situations none of  
which is as simple as the maicontents are indicating t o  
their members of Parliament, members of the Press and 
their former Trade Unions. None is as quite as 
straightforward as it seems t o  occur t o  thcsc people. 

far as rates of pay is conccrncd, we obviously 
arc going t o  havc t o  dcal with thcsc at  this stage. The 
point about rates of  pay is that the n~cmbers  of  the Coast 
Guard only know, or should only know, or should only 
know the bot tom rate of pay which is $16.04 per day.  

The Coast Guard has tradc rights but nobody in 
the Coast Guard is in a position t o  say what rank lie will 
occupy in the Kcgimcnt. It may well be that tlicy arc 
people irl the Coast (;uard who occupy the porition of  
pctty officer but wcrc not found suitablc for that 
position cvcn while they occupied it. but duc to  t!lc Civil 
Service nature of :hz Coast  lard as it then was, could 
not so  t o  spcak bc rcduced to tll: ranks, and they nlay be 
offercd re-cngagcmcnt 2s privatcs in tlic Rcgirncnt. They 
are metnbcrs of tiic Coast Guard who arc l'rivatcs W ~ C )  

werc searncn and m;;y very wcll be offcrcd cngagcnicnts 
as Sergeants in the i<cpirncn:. 

Thercforc, R4r. Sprakcr, thcy arc rcal!y not in a 
position to  know for surc what cmolumcnts they can 

cxpcct and will guarantic. Mr.  Spcakcr, that none of tlrc 
members who havc made their dissatisfirction k ~ , o w n  t o  
the hon. mcmbcrs o i  thc House have indicated that tlic 
matter of :he cost of living is going t o  be taken care o f  
by the fact that thcy arc going t o  br  providcd with meals 
in acidicion t o  thc new pay. Reforc they wcrc being paid 
and finding their own cxccpt whiic thry wcrc at sea and 
there was a man who used t t ~  refuse tu  go t o  sca bccdusc 
he did 11ot like thc menu. That is on one man's chart and 
said he does not eat co and so  and he is not going t o  sea 
on this s h ~ p .  That is J n  oiic man's personal tllc. 

There are those who, as I said before, did not get 
mcals, and they wiil gct ri-:::+is now. That is onc of thc 
perks of !ife in barracks. It is true they will havc t o  live 
in barrarks, bui  some will bc glad for the 
accommodation, l dale say. 

You know, Mr. Speaker, there were somc very 
difficult people in thc Coast Guard. One man was 
s u s p e ~ t e d  of sabotaging, of cutting a wirc, a vital wire and 

when the petty officer- went t o  investigate it that man 
had the nerve t o  put down that when the Petty Officer 
came he had a plyers or a knife, something, and it  must 
have fallen down on the wire and that is how it  got cut.  
Now that is thc kind of  explanation which in itself, I 
believe that Hon. members of the House who are now 
galant members will tell you that that explanation by 
itself would justify removal of  the man from the Service. 



He is one who has not offered himself for re-engagement, 
that particular member of the Coast Guard. 

There are other rnembers of the Coast Guard who 
have put the vessel astern when it was supposed t o  go 
ahead ar.d crushed up little boats here in the Careenage. 
There are members of the Coast Guard who I cannot say 
they are guilty but some serious allegations relating to  the 
Customs Law have been made against them. 

A1 of these things have to be analysed and sifted 
by the Recruiting Officers who at present are the Colonel 
assisted by the Second-in-Cornrn31id. All of thesc matters 
have to be assessed. The l n a ~ k s  which they got in the 
examinations will have also to  be assessed. I dld have the 
niarks at one stage, Sir. I myself at some stage was 
shown. I d o  not see them here, b ~ t t  I was told of >ome of 
them. For example, a man who got over 90%, canie either 
first or second. I believe, has not yet been enlisted, but I 
have every expectation that as i mdn with a clean record . . 

and who got over 90% in an csan~inat ion,  he comes from 
somewhere in Christ Church, I believe, and a techrtical 
rnzn, I have evcry belief that he nlay be enlisted and 
perhaps not at the level of private. I really d o  not know, 
but I havc every belief that this will take place verv soon. 

NOW as far as the accusatiori - I should not r e d y  
put it as an accusation, because I think tllat both 
speeches by lion. rnembcrs were reasonable and valuable 
contributions to  the Debate, the comment of reduction of 
the Coast Guard service and mention of  the aircraft. The 
day with the difficulty of the aircraft, the Barbados 
Regiment was put on standby. this was last Saturday. It 
turned out that there was no need for despatch of boats 
but the Regiment was in constant contact with the Tower 
of C;rantiey Adarns Airport i r i  connection with the 
matter. There was never Any quegtion of ditching the 
aircraft i n  the sea. A c ~ r e f u l  and intelligent apprecia~ion 
of the situation was made by the Repmentd  Authority 
and all necessary prel im~~rary steps t o  deal with a disaster, 
had there been one, were taken. 

It happened that the Regiment in fact has a camp in 
training. There are many more people embodied at 
present than r~ormally would be the case under the 
training provisions and for which I hope we will vote for 
money today, and far more persons were available to  deal 
with the disaster than urould have been normally. 

Dr. CADDLE: Mr. Speaker, I would like t o  
enquire of the Hon. Prime Minister .... 

Mr. SPEAKER: On what does the hon. member 
rise? 

Dr. CADDLE: On a point of elucidation. The hon. 
member did mention something in relation to  a boat 

being ready in the case of any disaster. Is he referring 
t o  the launch that used t o  be available t o  the 
Government at one time by HARP? 

Kt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: 1 think you had 
better diiect that question t o  the Hon. Leader of the 
Opposition rather thnn to myself. The only boats for 
which I hold any responsibility, of  which I know, are 
the Coast Guard vessels, the George Ferpsson and the 
three smaller vessels. 

One final point which I would make on this 
question of dissatisfactiorl of pay. Hon. members should 
perhaps realise that the present rate o f  remuneration for 
the Regiment is $1.00 per parade, and all ranks get 
$1.00 per parade. If hon. members have been hearing 
dissatisfaction at a scale of pay which is related t o  the 
key scale. that was an omission in the speech of one 
hon. member. I did indicate which of  the key scale 
corresponds to  which rates of pay in some cases. If 
hon. rnemLers consider that people will be getting ... it is 
$1.00 or $1.40 per parade, I beg your pardon, but 
people will now be getting $16.00 a day as a minimunl, 
they will understand there is unlikely t o  be any 
dissatisfaction in the ranks of the Regiment particularly 
not those who are ernbodied waiting for this Resolution 
to be rn>>ed. The Colonel prrhaps has t o  call them out 
for parade three or four tirnes a day t o  get $3.00 or 
84.00 as the case may be. I am not sure altogether how 
it is being worked, but I d o  not believe you will find 
any member o i  the Regiment complaining about the 
rates of  pay. I d o  not consider the rates of pay 
over-gendrous by  any means. This is not going t o  be an 
occupation that j-ou will enter for the sake of  making a 

fortune, but a t  least there is an improvement on 
present conditions in the Regiment: they are obvious 
improvements on prescnt conditions in the Reginlent, 
and when the Coast Guard members settle down, I 
think they will appreciate that they are reasonable rates 
of pay for the new type and form.of  duty which they 
will be engaged in. At the lowest level the rates of pay 
are not intended t o  cover a career forever, because the 
period which we envisage for service will be in the 
region of  five years, and if a rnan is a private at  the 

end of five years, it is very unlikely that he will be 
re-enlisted; s9 it is a relatively short service but not so 
s'hort a service that eventually you v,ill get Barbados full 
of everybody who would be given military training, but  
long enough service t o  give a man a chance t o  show 
what he is worth t o  see if he is worth promoting. So if 
you enter you sign on for your basic period and you 
find you cannot make ends meet, you will have your 
opportunity at the end of five years, having been 
trained, to  re-enter private !ife. 

There is very little more I believe that I can say 
on the question of pay and on  any dissatisfaction on 
the part o f  the Coast Guard, but I d o  look forward 



The last point which was made which was relevant 
t o  this Resolution relates to  national service. As the 
hori. member for St. Michael North Central clearly 
appreciates, the difficulty about national service is 

when we actually come t o  the debate on the Coast 
Guard, that will be in Committee, for hon.  members if 
there is anything else they would like to add. 

prchcisely cost. I have indicated that we will be ttying to 
train a construction and engineering unit, a pioneering 

- an3  engineering unit on the basis of taking in 150 
pe ~ p l e  a year, giving them four mon:hs' training, two 
months' military and two months' teclinical, and e ~ g h t  
months' work, and we will be glad if instead of 350 !t 
c o d d  be 1,500. But we have to pay those people. They 

have to be paid and work would have t o  be found for 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: I beg t o  second that.  

Rt. Hon. E. W.  BARROW: Mr. Speaker, just a 
question dealing with the Order Paper which I wish t o  

them to do,  and the C;overnrnent's firiancial resources 
cannot undertake a major scheme of national service ar 
thc: present time. It may very well be that the thoughts 

.- wticli are also going on in the Ministry of Community 
Sevicc relat~ng t o  a much shortcr period of training 
m ~ y  well bear fruit. The hon. rnember arid the person 

for whom he  speaks who have ind~cated their interest 
an3  support for nati0r.d service, I am weu aware of the 
ex stence of this body of  opinion making a sound dnd 
re; sonable point, but they are really pushing at  an open 
door as far as the Ministry of  Defence is concerricd, as 
far as the Ministry of Rnance is concerned, and 
iol.tunately the door can only be pushed opel! ar, iricli 
or two at this t ime,  but the point is being well borne 
in mind, and I certainly 'would look forward t o  seeing 
thc pilot sclierne work so that we caq estimate how far 
we can afford on a productive basis, on a basis of 
returns which in some way corresponds with the outl;ly 

so that we can see if w e  can afford to expand it for 
tht, great number of  youths coming into our labour 
FOICC, some very well educated, borne well for 
t l ~ i s  type of activit). but unfortur~ately many of  whom 

the necessary financial resources cannot be found at the  
prcbsent tlme. 

I would like t o  thank hon. members for t h e i ~  

contributions to  the debate on this Resohion. 

7'he question that the Resolution d o  MOW pass was 
put and resolved in the affirrrrative without division. 

- RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE BARBADOS 
REGIMENT (RATES OF PAY) (AMEND 

MENT) REGULA'TIONS, 1978 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 10 stands in the name 
of  the hon. Prime Minister, t o  move the passing of the 
Resolution to approve the Barbados Regiment (Rates of 
Pay) (Amendment) Regulations, 1978.  

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, 
- -  similar consideration apply to  this matter, and I beg t o  

move that Resolution d o  now pass. 

I draw t o  Your Honour's a ~ e n t i o n .  i should have drawn 
l 
I i t  to  the Hon. Prime Minister's attention but he was 

speaking when I entered. and it is that under Order No. ' 9 ,  if you look at the Order Paper. it says "Barbados 
Government", and I did not think whcn I looked 
through it that it was correct.  I understand it has been 

corrected. I wish the Printer) would exercise a little 
more care I r r  these matters. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I appreciate the point. 

17ze q~iestioi: tlzat the Resolzction d c  noto  ass wur 
put and rcsdlved it1 the affirrtrutivc u~itlrout rliviAioir. 

RESOLUTION T O  APPROVE THE BAIIBAI>OS 
IiEGIMENT (TRAINING EMOLUMENTS) 

REGU1,ATIONS. 1978 

Mr. SPEAKEf1: Order N o .  11 stands in thc rlarnc 
of the Hon. Prirnc hlinistcr, to  rnovc the passing, of  a 

Resolution t o  approve the Barbados Kcgimcnt (Tr;~iniil,g 
Emoluments) Regulations, 1978.  

Rt. Hon. j. M. G.  M. ADAMS: Mr. Speakcr. tliis 
is the one relating t o  Training Emoluments. There is 
only one matter which in moving the p a s s i n ~  of tliis 
P,csolution I would add. it relates ro the Cadet F:orces. 
I did not deal with :hat rarlicr. 1 know that many hon. 
members have in the past. in the distant past, regretted 
that only the grainmar schools h a d  cadct forc.es. 
1.45 p.rn. 

It is probabfy known t o  many hon. ~iicrnbers. that 
I think it should be more ,generally known, that Ellerslic 
School also now has a cadct corps, and the Regiment 

will be paying particular attention t o  the strcngtiicning 
of  the cadet forces and the development of  new forces 
at other schools. The new training regulations will make 
it possible for the cadet officers at schools interested in 
the subject t o  receive some pay. Previously they were 
not paid and for many it was a sacrifice of valuable 
time with n o  rcward. I arn not suggesting that rcward 
alone will produce a cadct officer at a school, but 
certainly, as we know, the hope of reward sweetens 
labour. and we are looking f:,rward to the sort of  
training that can be given while still a t  school that can 
derive from an expansion of the cadet scheme. It is 
envisaged that at least one officer of the Regiment will 
have direct responsibility for the development of  cadet 
forces at large. It appears that the Regiment itself will 
be having the benefit of some persons who are currently 
officers in charge of cadets at leading schools signing on 
on a full time basis and we will certainly welcome them 
with their special knowledge of  these matters which also 
relate t o  the training of youth.  



Mr. Speaker, 1 beg t o  move that the Resolution 

d o  now pass. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: 1 Leg to second that. 

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker. I speak 

with a certain amount of knowledge of this subject. I 
have been a member of two cadet corps out of the 

three that then existed in Barbados. I did not have the 
distinction of one of  my co!leag~es of going to al! three 
schools that had cadet corps, so I couid only join two 
of them. I u a s  also a member of the Barbados 
Regiment when I was at school. 

Now, to  have a cadet corps attached to ~cli001s is 
as ridiculous as having a regiment of o!d boys of a 
particular school - a regiment for Harrison College, oqe 
for Lodge School, one for Combermerc, and then a 
sub-regiment for the lesser orders like El!ersli-, 
Parkinson school and so on. The point 1 have made 
before is that ycu come here and give pay t o  those 
masters who refitse to  take part in the necessary 
training of the youth in the thiee secondary schools in 

Barbados that have a cadet corps, that is Combermere, 
Harrison College and Lodgc. Now you will get all kinds 

of people vo1untcerii;g t o  be officers in charge of  a 
cadet corps, when for years we could not get a single 

master interested. I d is~usscd this with the commanding 

officer of the Regiment and others and I think they 
agree with me t o  a large extent that the thing t o  d o  is 

t o  have a sort of regional cadet corps instead of having 
a cadet corps attached to schools; a corps in which 
officers of  the Regiment would go on particular 

afternoons and t o  which boys would be released from 
elementary schools. In other words, cadet training 

should not depend upon attendance at some snob 
scjlool like Harrison College or Lodge School. If you 
come from Lodge Hill you should be able to  join a 
cadet corps catering t o  the young people who !ive in 
Lodge Hill. Similarly boys going t o  Ellerslie should be 
able to  go t o  the same cadet corps tha: boys from 
Black Rock who go t o  Harrison Coi!ege belong to ;  in 
other words, the training would be vested in the officers 
of :he Barbados Regiment, for wher. they leave schuol 
they have t o  go and wash the billy cans and sit down 
and eat a t  the mess tables with the same boys who 
have been t o  the elementary schools or the other 
schools, so why not start them off that way? Now we 
are going t o  give seme s e c o r ~ d a r ~  scl13ol masters some 
extra remur~eration for doing things that they 
previously poirlt blank refused to do.  Th,: masters a t  
Harrisoil College, Lodge and Combermere refused, after 
peop!,: like Mr. Perkins who unfortunately has gone t o  

the grave yard and who used t o  be a t  the Foundation 
School at one time, then he moved t o  Combermere. 
Everybody has heard o f  Gladio Wilson, the man with 
the sword who taught at Combermere School; Mr. 
Gardiner who was not a school master at all but used 

t o  leave his business and go voiuntariiy and take charge 

of the cadets at one of  the schoois. After these people 
disappeared from the scene for one reason or another, 
the yomger masters would have nothing t o  d o  with 
cadets at ali, and I d o  not think the solution is now t o  
pay them for what they refused t o  d o  all :his time. but 
we should take the officers that we are already paying 
it1 the Rc@metrt, regionalize the cadet corps and let 

boys o i  the clualiiied age join the cadet corps for his 
particular area. so that in St. Andrew you would get 
boys from the Aileyne School, from the Bawden School 

and from all over the place jo i r~ i r~g  the cadet corps. In 
my huinble opinion and in the light of the experience 

we have had, n o  cadet corps should be attached t o  a 
particular school anymore; because if you want t!le bcys 
to  c o n e  together and cooperate and work together as 
men, whether they have been to elementary school- or 
secondzry school, let us start them at the age of eleverl. 
But we should certainly not add insult t o  injury by 
seeming now t o  compejlsate these matters 
who for all these years could not p ~ t  it, a littie 

extra  timc bc t  now that the pay looks good they arc 
going t o  dress up in a uniform with a Sam Brown? belt 

and say they are cadet officcrs of  sosle cadet corps. Let 
us use the same officers that we are already paying and 

let us regiondise; that should be the whole basis o f  
cadet training. I have said so in here already, so this is 

nothing new with me. I d o  ncjt know why the Colcridge 
Parry and all tht: schoo!s in the North did not have 
cadet corps before, but  nowhere in  the north at all 
cou!d anybody join a cadet corps. But now that the 

pay is good we will be proliferating t h e  cadet corps 
because you will find every master will see if he can 

make an extra $100 a month or so, so  that we will 
have about sevcntjr or eighty different cadet corps A1 
over the Island, This does not make sense t o  me at all, 

Sir. 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: Mr. Speaker, while I 
subscribe t o  the view of having a cadet corps at d l  
schoo:~, I am a bit surprised at the hon. member who 
has just spokcn. He :-ems t c  have given way t o  the 
frustrating period of fifteen years o f  inability t o  issue 
directions as Minister in charge of  defence and security, 
as Minister of Finance and a s  Minister primus inter 
pares in the Cabinet t o  get all those things done. No 
matter how much protest there may have been, he was 
in the driver's seat and could have implemented it in 
the fifteei: years. Is he admitting that he was unable t o  
get it done? We will put it right for hirn in the 
remaining three years. 

Rt. Hon. E. W. B A R R W :  On a point o f  
explanation, Mr. Speaker. I am happy that the hon. 
member is not pretending that the Defence Force Act 
that is being introduced is the creation of him and his 
officers because if he will go back and search the record 
he will see I had promised a White Paper on this 



- matter, which White Paper was ready. But up t o  now 

WC have not had the presentation of the White Paper. 
Furthermore, all the real property legislation ... 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are making a second speech. 

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: No, Sir. But what I 
am saying is that if we did not introduce a cadet corps 

- on the basis on which I have spoken in our fifteen 
years, it was that there was so much social legislation t o  - 
be passed ... 

Mr. SPEAKER: I still maintain you are making a 
second speech. 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: Mr. Spea!:er, the hon. 
member is probably getting tired and forgetful. For his 
information a White Paper on the Defence Force was 
deb.ated in  this House and a Resolution on that White 

.- Paper passed not so long ago, setting out thc structure 
o f  the Defence Force and how it shall function. Insofar 
as the Defence Act is concerned, the hon. member can 

be ;satisfied that instructions for it were only given since 

this Governmcilt took over power and the Act is being 
drafted. They had fifteen years and are now 
complaining about things. We arc trying t o  achicve them 
and will achicve thcm in a shorter time. I support 
wholeheartedly the idea of  cadct corps at all of the 
schools without any discrimination, and I want t o  go a 
step further ...... 

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: I think the hon.  

member ...... 

Mr. SPEAKER: On what d o  you risc? 

1.55 p.m. 

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: I think Mr. Speaker ...... 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you rise on a point of order? 

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: On a point of  ~ c r s o n a l  
- explanation. I d o  not havc to urge a Cadct Corps at all 

- the schools. That was the opposite, Sir. You have heard 
me say it  before that it was the wrong policy to  have 
Cadct Corps at  all the Schools, but that you should 

- have Cadet Corps in the areas. The hon.  mcmber was 
not listening. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Point taken. 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: Exactly, Sir. He must if he 
wants to  structure thcm according t o  the divisions of  
areas and districts. There is a strong case for Cadet 
Corps throughout this island being extended. That is the 
point tha t  I am making. He cited a boy from Lodge 

. - Hill going to the Christ Church Boys' School and being 

able to  join the Cadet Corps at the Christ Church Boys' 

School - a school that I know, Sir. Let me say that 

although hc spoke in thc niasculine, I assume that he 

intended t o  include women and young girls. I heard a 
sotto tloce remark from the law studcnt and I am really 
not teaching law this afternoon. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I did not hear i t .  

Hon. H. dcB. FORDE: Lct mc put thc position 

this way. I know that wonicn will bc includcd in that 
training as well, not only througt~out  thc Dcfcncc Forcc, 
but also in thc Cadct Corps bccausc I considcr this 
cxtrcmcly important. I also hopc that it will bc so 
structurcd that tlic statcmcnt oncc madc by  tlic hoii. 
~nembcr  will ncvcr comc true, and that is about 
breeding a gcncration of  lawless pcoplc. WC want t o  get 
away from that sort of  conccpt in this country. 

Mr. SANDIFOICD: Mr. Spcakcr, I havc ncvcr bccn ;l 

mcmbcr of any Cadct Corps or of  the lkgimcnt or any 
military cstablishmcnt. When sornc of triy collcagucs 
havc bccn marching up and down upon tlic cluadranglc 
of sornc school o r  thc pasturcs wlicrc thcy p;iradc, I 
being a pcrson of  pcacc used to bc in t h c  Library 
reading the political pocnis of Jo111i IIrydcti or 
discussing with tlic mcmbcr for Cl~rist Cllurch Wcst 
Shclly3s "Promcthcus U~ibo~uid" ,  or cvcn going outsidc 
of his kcn, and thinking of  thosc Rcnnaisancc rncn likc 
Lconardo Da Vinci and Michcd Angclo theorising about 
marine fossils on the Alps. 

Mr. Spcakcr, cvcn t!loi~gh I did not havc that 

military background, I still havc always apprcciatcd the 
bcncfits that could comc from military trialling for 
yourrg pcoplc, albeit, that apprcciatio~i was at a 

distance. It has certainly bccn a matter of concern that 
thcrc has not bccn'additional Cadct Corps cstablishcd at 
diffcrcnt institutions throughout the country wlicthcr - 

based on schools, or however thcy rniglit havc bccn 
organiscd: and I would likc t o  assurc the mcmbcr for 
Christ Church Wcst that thc qucstion of thc 
cstablishmcnt o f  Cadct Corps was not a subjcct that I 
had to dcal with as such as Minister of Education. It 
ncvcr crossed my dcsk t o  the best o f  my knowlcdgc, 
although from timc t o  timc I would cxprcss certain 
vicws on that subjcct; but I certainly havc my vicws 
and I ccrtainly know and bclicvc that thctc arc 
problems which dcvclop. 

There is the o f  identifying suitable 
persons who had thc interest and who had the 
knowlcdgc of  training young people in the military arts, 
whether it was the reading of  maps or  whether it was 
the training in the use of  old-fashioned rifles that they 
still use in the Cadct Corps and things like that. I 
believe that the problems still continue as regards 
suitable persons who can give suitable leadership at  the 
schpols. The fact that  a school had a teaching staff did 



n o t  mean that  that  staff  had on  it persons w h c  were 
competent  t o  give training in t h e  military arts. I believe 
that  the  solution then ,  and the  solutiori now is the 
provision o f  a body  o f  persons which can be developed 
within the  Defence Force in order  to  provide training 

on  a continuing basis at these schools where they are 
required. 

~t is a common procedure now in schoo!s whcrcby 
specialist services required are no t  availatie on the 
teaching staff of  thosc schools that rrainzd pcrsorinel 
caii bc  recruited on a part  tirrie basis for these schools. 

I believe that  in Agricultare and Home Economics ar.d 
in o ther  subjects that  has been the  practice. I scc i:o 
reason why i t  cannot  be developed. The important  th;ng 
is t o  pro\idc the   school^ wit11 trained personnel at t!ie 
point where they are rcquircii. 

I know th;rt :he Mirlistcr o f  L'cfcnce has indicated 
that  pcisons are now being rccriiitcd for the Defence 
Force who  havc had csp~,ricl-ice a t  schools and w h o  may 
be coming Into the  Defence Force. 1 \vorider if thc 
Minister could tell us whether these persons are coming 
on secondnicnt,  and whethcr there is any '  cunjrnon 
policy in respect b f  tlie release o f  t hew pcrsons from 
their present employment ;  and whether some will be 
getting secondment and others would not  be gett ing 
second~nen t  o r  whether  there is a common variation in 
the various agencies o f  <;overnn~ent as far as making 
available to  the  Defence Force the  services :vherc these 
persons may be concerned: because I think that  there 
should be a common policy. If one  is employed by one  
Government ,  thcre should be some cornmon policy o f  
operation whereby'  thosc persims G h o  may be  reqiii:ed 
to  build u p  a score o f  officcs should feel that they are 
all coming in on  the  same basis. 
2.05 p.m. 

I th ink,  Mr. Speaker. tha t  this indication that  o ths r  
Cadet Corps  wili be dcveloped at various areas o f  various 
schools throughout the counyr)i is a guud develol)n~crrt 
and I d o  hope that having identified the persons w h o  will bc 
or; full-time with thc  Dcfi:nce I2o:ce as I understand it 
and w h o  will therrforc be availablr for training duties 
with the  schools or  t h r  ccntral organisations. :!iat rhey 
will be able t o  add a measure o f  knowledge and discipline 
as well as skills, arl additional levFl oE zki l i  t o  the y-imng 
penplc o f  till5 cou:~:ry. 

Kt. Hon. J ,  ivl. G. M. ADAhgS: Is there any c the r  hon.  
r~renther w h o  wants  t o  speak? The Staading Order hdz  
been sus:>erlded, Sir, a d  h o n .  rnelribers havc been patient.  
[ will be short  Sir. T h e  p o i r ~ t  about  the C3&: Corps is 
wel! taken. The point has  already beell taken. 'Tire Cadcat 

Corps i r ~  fu turr  will be  organised on a basis of  school 
conipmics  consisting t)f pupils o f  authorised schoo!s 
enrolled with the apprc~v-l o f  the  Hcadrrrjster .and 
independent  conpdaic.s consicting c f  pcrs3rrs enrolled 

with the  approvai o f  officers comprising such companies,  m 

so  w e  will have bo th .  We will n o t  d o  away with the  

existing companies b u t  we will provide' for zonal 
companies in the North .  

- 
The age is no t  11, it wi!l be 1 3  in the  t l t u r e .  Thzy 

will be more regulations. The Defence Act and the 
Defefice Regulations d e J i n g  with uniforms. Parents and 
guardians have t o  make uniforms good and so  on. As far 
as the officers are coriccrned, the  point  made by the 
Leader o f  the Opposition is also taken. AI); ofticer would 
have t o  qsalify as  a member  o f  the  Bark~ados Defence 
Forct:. The legislation wil! specifically st3te that  the 
cornl r~and of the : r i n i n g  o f  thc  uni ts  o f  the Barbados 
Cadet Ccirps s11o:ild be the responsibility o f  the officers W 

and nor l to~ i~ tn i s s ioncd  ofcicers o f  the Defe:~i:i. Force, so a 
tnnr3 w h o  is n o t  otheiwise quaiificd, a schoolmaster that  
is, o r  w h i ~  is unwilling t o  accrpt  the &t  and thk 
discip1;nc: 2nd who merc.iy svants t o  draw pay for  parading 
:?l1 a f ~ w  aftcriioolls wdl  no t  be nble t o  command  t h t  m 

Cadet Corps. Hc will have t o  bc Volcilteer Officcr irl 
the Iicginieiit or  a regular officcr in dli: Regiment,  and l 
think that  t o  a great extent  that will ~ a k e  care o f  somc  o f  

the issues o f  mctivation which the  Leader of  the 
C)pposition have identified. 

I th ink that  when  h o n .  members  nex t  mon th  have 
the oppor tuni ty  t o  e x m i n e  Part XI o f  tlie forthcoming 
Defence Act .  they will see that  all t he  points that  have 

W 
bren  m a d e  abou t  the  Cadet Corps  will be dealt  with in 
the few sections o f  the  Act tha t  will apply t o  that  Corps. 

I t ru s t  say that  I am much obliged t o  hon .  members  
for t h t  intere;t they havc showrl arid the  ideals they havc 
thrown ou t  which 1 am sure will n o t  have fdllen on stony 
ground and which have been heard by  all those concerned 
and  likely t o  be concerned in the fiiture with thp 
~dmin i s+ra t ion  o f  the Force. 

1 beg t o  move tha t  this Resolution d o  now pass. 

k?on. H. dcB. FORDE: I beg t o  secoqd tha t .  

4 
7'he quc"t'oi2 iuas p i  a resL71vcd in ti:e 

r?ffirrna:i~ie without diilbi,),~. 

SIJSPLNSION 
m 

Flor . l,. S. CRAit; Mr. S!)t.al\ei, i t  is now a qua r t t r  
after tvj.3. Sir, arld I beg co move t l i .~ t  thi.: House be IIQVJ 

suspended f o r  4 5 minutes,  :!$at would Le ~ i n t i i  3 o'siof k .  

F!;n. H. deK FC)RDE: I beg t o  second that.  

81, qz~estiotl 1 4 * o s  ' p t  ancl rcsolved d t z  thc 
ufirmatrvc, and AI?. S?i ,4KEI: c u ~ ~ c n t l c d  the Ileuse 
accordingly. lB  
2.15 p .m.  



^ On Resumption: 

Mr. SPEAKER: This Sitting is now resumed. 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Spcdker, we 
wer: still ill Committee of  Supplv. If it pleases You: 
Horour ,  the Reso lu t io~  of which 1 gave nutice tliis 
lnornlng relating t o  corllpcnsatiorl fu i  the Coast Guard 
will be tile next Order of  thc Day.  

- 
I arn asking leave t o  take thi: Resolution through all 

its stages. I have alreact:i consulted with the appropriate 
member of  the Opposition. 

Mr. STCAKER: 'The: next licsr,!i~tior. stxids in the 
:Is$r.i. of the Hon. Prhe i l l i~t i~t :?r  to  nove  :hc p.issing of ;l 

Resdution to g rmt  t h c  s a n ~  of 5194.53: from the 

(:onsolidated Fund arid place it at the. disposal of tllc 
Goleniment  t o  supplemrnt tile Ectima:i,s. 197s--79 Part I 
- Current a s  show11 ir~ the S1:pplcr;i enta::- Ejtimates. 
1978-79 No. l? which t'arii~ \.!&c Sc!:eddlc- to  this 

Rcsdu tion. 

The Hon. Prime Minister is scc!.rins !cave of this 

Hor~ourable House t o  dea! with this Keco1u:ioti in all its 

stages today. I f  there is no objectic~r?. leave will be 
granted. 

Therc being n o  objection, leave is &ranted. 

COMMITTEE O F  SUPP1.Y 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS. Mr. Speakel. I beg 
t o  move that Your Honour do now leave t h i  Chair and 
the House go into Committee of  Sufp1y. 

Hon. L. S. CKAIG: I beg to \ecor~d that 

7 1 1 ~  question toas put o l d  resolved i f i  t he  
affiriwitive without dimsicn, ard  %fr. SPEAKER lef t  dt ,  
C h ~ i r  and the House wciii i n t ~  c:ornmittee of S t c p p l y ,  hfr  
0Dr.E irr the Chair. 
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Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman. it has - bcen agreed that or1 disbandrnrr:t of' tE,e Coast Guard that - scvc:ranie pay he given to  all ,,f the rneinbcra of the Codst 
Guard who vzeri. in service aid had qaalified at 
the time of  disl~andmcrit. P. careful ~ x m ~ i n a t i o r i  of the 
Es:irnares riavea!s that ai though :;,c:-e iu a gc,oii :ical of 
unsperlt mC>r.cy in the dzfenc.c ~ o t e .  t h c i ~  wcrc nu head 
undc; wltich &is scverxnze codc! pro!~e;!y. be paid, 
because it is not ;irnongsr the salzrirs and i t  does not 

amoiint in al:r view t o  preliminary expenses of  
establishing 2 Defence Force. It is thcrcforc neccssaq, Mr. 

. Chairmai~, t o  have a new item specifically relating to this 
matter - we are calling i t  "compensation" - and we are 

asking for a vote of  $104,531. The computed amount is 

actually $104,530.92. 

Of the persons in thc Coast Guard, there are 4 2  

pcoplc who Their appointments date from Jurie 

1974 t o  IIeccmbcr 1976. 1 hope that rile hon.  meniber 
tot St. Michael North Central will notice that even those 
who were appointed after Septcnlber 1976 arc being 
terrnin~tcd under this arranpemcnt. The ,inmount o f  
compensation will vary frorri 86,243.36 down to 5597.30, 
that is for tlic pcrsons who had been nppointcd 

coinpai-;ati~cly recently. Two pci>plc will pct $597.30, a 
couple nlorc will get double that :uid then we go up the 
srz.1~ t o  $6.243.36. 

It is nccess:r:y t o  1r;:ve this Kcsnlutiu!~ in vrdcr to  
!ct t/i<. Ljcr~t~erllt-:l i:ct thcir tncncv. I ,Irn vcrjr s o r y  tli:ir 
theG did itor rcrnaii: in : ! ! c  Visitor's (;;~llcry to hc;ct tl!;tt 
\VC I I , I V C  \>.lid e r lu~!~h  ;ittcriticri ti, thcir interests, to 

ensurr :!lac tliii F!cacj is p;isscd rhrc,ugli ail i:s stap,es 
today Snmc tir7ic.s v.-hci~ you icic inisicd ~ o l i  rc;Jlp tio not 
nlwny:, act in yoilr ltcst iiitcrcst and in thc b c t  intcrcst of  
socict:. ;IS a whole. 

1 beg to tmovc that this I < c s u l t ~ t i o ~ ~  do liow p.15~. 

Hon. L. S. CRAICJ: 1 beg to second that .  

I)r. CADD1.E: Mr. Chairniai, 1 think the Prime 
Minister should bc awarc of the fact- that while thi:: 
money is being votcd t o  pay sevcrancr t o  thcsc worLcr., 

or forrricr rnetnbcrs of  tile Coast Guard, it will cc~-t ;~inly 
be ilo grcat consolarion t o  matiy o f  ti~err: t o  i-cccivc this 
tnoncy, because what inariy of  thcni nl;ry bc expericncirig 
r:ow is iacL of employnienc, atid ;IS I h.~vc poiritcd out 
earlicr today, some. of  them arc conccrncd about the fact 
that the); are now findirlg it diff;cult to move into tlic 

Regiment and n o  satisfactol:: c ~ ~ l a n a t i o r ~  has  bccn givcn 
to them, as 1 understand, as to  why t!icrc could nioi bc an 
easy transfer from thc Coast G u : I ~ ~  as it IISW stands into 
the tnariric wing of thc Reigrncnt, becausc they arc not 
intcrestcd prirnaiily in \c-., .<::<c pay. This obviously will 
coi~ie  out  of the fact that thev hsve hccn scvercc!. 

Onc has t o  admit ai we cxamiiic thcsc things that 
t1.c G*nsrnnie~-r  ha5 ~ o t n t  !cgal r i ~ h t  t o  dibrniss 
who are not establ~shcd, but a t  tile same time while 
conceding that r i&l~t .  we have to rcrrrind Government tha t  
they 11avc 2 rcspunsiCility t o  ensure tliat people have 
einploy:n;.nt aiiii [ o  those who have cmployment in 
ctr~pioynicnt.  1 think thrs is the conte:;tion. This is the 
point that i; moving many of  the people in the 
IrOn~,er o r  now defunct ~o: i . \ t  G L I : ? ~ ~ .  not the question of 
severance pay but the question of employment, because 

it is not easy for thcm to move from the now defunct 
Coast Guard into the Regiment. They have t o  make fresh 
applications, they have t o  undergo examinations, and 
whether or not they pass these examinations, they still d o  



not know when they will get into the Regiment. As I 
have drawn t o  t h e  hon.  member's attention, there is some 
concern among people especially those who are seeking t o  
get into the Regiment that the method of  selection is 
very difficult and savours of  discrimination against those 
who d o  not belong t o  the right group. So it is nice to  
bring this in here and ask us t o  pass it. We are going to 
pass it because we agree that they should get their money 
but it  goes a lot  beyond the granting of  severance .pay, 
and this is what is bothering people because here is a 
group of  people some of  whom have been employed and 
now as a result of  this transition some will not be 
employed any longer, and certainly the amount of  
severance which is a certain amount per year and in some 
cases is not much cannot last very long. By the end of  
1978 or before the end of  1978 that money has gone, 
and what will be steering these people in their faces is 
unemployment. I f  their service has been such that you are - .  

now saying you d o  not  want them in the marine wing o f  
the Regiment, one would iihe t o  know what was the 
quality of service that you kept them on all the time in 
the Coast Guard before it  became defunct. 

1 hope the Hon. Prime Minister in his reply not so 
much to me but  to  the satisfaction of  those people who 
are now aggrieved by this movement will seek t o  satisfy 
them as t o  the reason why they have been laid off, and 
also to give them some hope that in the very near future 
they will either get into the Regiment those who d o  
apply and are eligible, capable and found competent t o  
join the ranks o f  the movement, and others will find 
some other form of  employment in the very near future. 

Mr. TAITT: Mr. Chairman, earlier in the second 
reading, the Prime Minister indicated that I brought 
somebody back here and that person was now a member 
o r  an ex member o f  the Coast Guard, and while I cannot 
indicate that I know of  what he speaks, I nonetheless can 
say that there are a number of persons living in my 
constituency who now find themselves in the very 
peculiar position of having been severed from the Coast 
Guard by an Act of  the  Government, not having had an 

indication as to  when they will receive their pay. Of 
course, Mr. Chairman, t o  say not  having had an indication 
might not be quite accurate. The information that has 
been given t o  me suggests that all of the members of  the 
Coast Guard received letters from an official of  the 
Government in the Ministry of  Defence and Security, and 
in these letters a number of  statements were made. 
Among those statements was an indication of  the exact 
amount of  severance pay due t o  the particular person, 
and an indication that as soon as that person more or less 
agreed, the severance pay would be made. 
3.10 p.m. 

There was also an implied statement in some of  the 
communications that such persons as would be severed 
from the Coast Guard would become members of  a 

sub-unit, and in the words o f  one of  the gentlemen who 
spoke to me they would go to sleep one night as 
members of the Coast Guard, a civil service unit,  a?d 
wake up next morning as members of  a sub-unit with fall 
time pay outside of the civii service etc. They would of  
course have t o  indicate that they wanted t o  join the 
sub-unit. 

Now we have heard in this Chamber o f  persons who 
worked in the private sector who long after they have 
been severed were having difficulty in receiving their 
severance pay. I believe that hon. members on both sides 
have deplored this situation, and indeed I recall in the last 
session, in 1976 I believe, a Resolution was passed. the 
object o f  which was t o  ensure that n o  one in Barbados 
would suffer the indignity of having t o  be on the dole 
while trying t o  find another job through n o  act of his 
own. It is therefore reprehensible when the Government 
itself is the agency that should expedite severance pay 
when persons are in that situation, because such persons 
have to go around begging and in some cases have their 
items of  hire purchase being taken away and there is 
disruption of family life. After all, Mr. Chairman, these 
persons involved are persons who had every reason t o  feel 
that they were the heads of stable family units. It  is 
sickening t o  think that for long periods o f  time they go 
from one Government department t o  another, from one 
official t o  another and all they hear is "We d o  not know 
what is happening, ask the officer a t  the Regiment." It  is 
like sending the fool further and further. These people are 
not  fools, they are persons, members of  families, and have 
a right to  humane treatment. And indeed when they have 
been in the employment of  Government that  right is 
even more paramount because the Government is sworn 
or should be sworn to treat all o f  its citizens in a humane 
way. Of course, many o f  us have reasons t o  doubt  that 
the Government feels very strongly on this point. But 
what is even more galling t o  some of  the people who find 
themselves in this position is the fact that one or two of 
them have had reason, perhaps because o f  their leadership 
qualities o r  because it is in their nature t o  be that way, t o  
lead a delegation to see officials. In the case of the 
Regiment I am told they went t o  see the commanding 
officer. One particular gentleman who the previous week 
had remonstrated with the Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry o f  Defence and Security indicated t o  the 
Permanent Secretary that because he  had taken that 
particular action he fully expected t o  be victimized. A 
week had not gone by before this young man went t o  see 
an officer of  the Regiment and he asked the officer various 
questions like "I have been unemployed since October 9, 
today is October 3 0  and 1 have not received any money". 
The reply: "You will be paid in a few days; next 
question." "I have signed a book and I d o  not  know 
where I am working and for h o w  much." Reply: "You 
signed a book; next question". "Can you tell me when i 
can expect t o  receive my severance pay?" Reply: "I 



canriot teli you that but what I can tell you is that you 
are fired." 

I was not there, Mr. Chairman, but it has been so 
reported t o  me and if this is so, I believe that the 
Minister responsible for defence and security need t o  
exarnine and teli this Honourable House if  in fact those 
persons who now join the sub-unit can be fired just like 
that on the basis of  questions 1, 2, 3. We have patssed the 

- days when persons can be dismissed just like that even in 
th2 private sector. I t  is even more dangerous. wicked .and 
sickening if pcrsons who believe they are working for the 
Government can bi: summarily dismissed in that manner. 
,4s l said, Mr. Chairman. i was not tllrre; I cannot speak 
with authority. (Aside4 Rat I c m  tell you, Sir, that n o  
amount of  outrage or outcry or hollc.ring from the 
rn embers of  that side can stop me fml-:I getting up  and 
speaking for those persons who are noi able t o  speak in 
here. ( S h ~ u t i r ! ~ j  And they can't sho:rt an) 1o:icier than 
me. 

Mr. GHAIfiMAN: Tliis .,~ili not be a shouting 

match: order please. 

Mr. TAITT: The hon.  mcnlber for St. james has got 

back his voice agairi. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: I always had a voice. 

Mr. CI-IAIRM.4Pi: Order please. 

Mr. TAITT: I w m i d  like t o  knuw. Mr. Ci~ainnan,  i f  
it is n n m A  2nd i n t u r a l  for pcrsons c::!ploycd by the 
G>veminent  .t:> be somtn,dy distxissed (A/?,;ides) i-ic~rsay 7 

You maj- ;lot k n ~ w  this, Mr. Charrrcan, biit a nu:i.rbrr of  
youilg men in the vicinity c ~ f  this FIousc today walked ont 
disgusted wirh w l ~ a t  the Prinle h?inister was saying, That 
I s  not; hrarsaY, that is a fzct. a:ltl dill? cm!d go outside 

* aid 351( any nt i!:ose p-rsons how t h i  ;;i,)e 1s fittifig. I t  i, 
Cigkk::. 

bi-. Ciiair:?~ai~, 1 do not bciievt: ?!?a: t;ii:c~~ more iiab 
:o be r i d ;  tlic pi.i;lr 'ins been macit.. Tt ~i-:.:.: ?re nv-q:i;.:d %-l? 

:G iiavs i,ersnr?s who werc e:i$c!oved by ?hc i . . ? \ c n ; ~ i r n t  
wdlririg up aild down day after dny, p i n g  tc the hlillistt-X 
ui i)eicnce a d  Ses.urirj-. thsn to the Prilrli hlin~stcr 
;-.,ersond Aidc'i, oi!;cr, then tczllis !'arliarnc~it:ti~ S ( ' c r ~ t a r j  'S 

oi'fii:e: tt.8 thc Xegimcnt, to  :hr. Deputj l'rliilr: b1ir;isri.r . . 
a;i..I oai:!~. I;rarinz "E :!c> nnnt knuw v ~ i l d r  is g!>iiig (?n": :~ld 
..ben cornir-g t o  mr. to dn F : I ~ I c ; ~ L ? ~  for tj:r:!ti; the  fact i ,  
Mr. Chairman. ?:?lit if orr!ir;,:)- B a .  bddi2.n~ ay2 Lcing 
inc'~~;i.ci i t ~ \ i  ;C\ ;i-v ~c>nsid.,.:r,:tl~i: t? j-,:sing 2 sip-ice 

t!:dt i:. st~:-,p?scd tcl be a ::at,and ierv:':?, if t11c.-y are t o  
cor1sidi.r t h  :~;:rirados Rcgirri en t .,r the n e w  i>cfi:r.ce 

Force c r  wharerer i: i s  t r ~  i-; c J i ~ , r i  2': soinething for 
i.v'liich tl-te? Inust t t av r  !:ariond pridi., a ccrtairi 
humaqitai.ian attitude rrlusr I2 showii by ;he C;nverilment 
to help them ir: &l> tra~:si(lriil~;ion from being civil 

servants one day and almost nothing the next. It is not  
easy, Mr. Chairman, unemployment is not something that 

one can easily take in stride. A man who is in charge o f  a 
family unit is no t  merely losing a job when he is treated 
in this way, he is being subjected to the loss of  his 
dignity and it  will only be a matter of time before he 
loses his sense of  what is right and what is wrong. 
3.20 p.m. 

A normal human being is entitled to  self respect; 
and 1 tin; charging here that by the perambulations of  the 
Govcrnnient thcsc peopic are in danger of  losing their sclf 
rcspcct through n o  fault of  thcir own. We have heard the 
Prime PvIinister a lnounce in the way that he does sorne 
shcrt coinings .... .... ..(Aside j. 

Mr. GHAIKMAN: Thcre must bc no cross calk. 

Order, pleasc. 

Mr. TAI'IT: A person who loses his sclf tcspcct 
through n o  fau!t of his own in this country is a pcrson 
who is in dangcr o f  being lcss than a human being. i t  is 
unlair, gross!y unfair, to  ask t!:c ordinary D;~rb;~dian, 
especially at this time when uncnip!oyniei!t outsidc oi ' the 
Government sector - dcspitc what the Prime Mit!istcr 
says from time to timc, and dcspitc the public re l~ t ions  
stunts which arc pcrfomicd daily, dcspitc all of thtsc, out  
therc where it  counts, where peopic know that they arc 
not  uiorking, and rhcy know th:it thcir standard of living 
is dropping, in fact has dropped. thosc who are able t o  

maintain tl~crnselves b r c a ~ ~ s c  of  the cmploymcnt which 
 hey had with thc Crovcmniunt wcrc told "wcll. WC donc 
with that." 

Scnie of them heard the Primc Ministcr here t<3day 
talking a b o l ~ t  ail of thc errors conimittcd by ccrtaiii 
officers. 'j'hesr persons arc n o r  people who can corrlc here 

and S J ~  .> Prinie rvliniste;- is not telling the tn::h ! am 
SLIIK that if 2ny oite of  them was s i ~ t i n g  in !lcre, tic woui d 

ge: mtl saf t!lar t!~c Prime Riliiiiater ir not tc l l i i :~ the 
c:t;ch. So r;l:; paint is X::.*- ,:.:;c. The C:ovrrnmcnt h ~ s  a 

I-cspor!sibiiity rn 5 n l  out. what  is happeninp iin tbc 
P,arli.lrics Kcgini~tnt having regard to t!lr- transforrnatlon of 
cllose pcr.io::b wi?~ ,  indisaic that the): viish to go from thc 
C-.- ..,i*.is: . C>-:,+r,i to thr  I<C$%TICI~!. ?'he Minist:cr h:is a 

rt:.,!,o:i-.ibilit-i to :;cc that ariy scicr;iiicc pavrr.cnts whiclk 
arc. :I. bc. paid :o thcsc Fcop!c s!ic;u!d bc as a nacicr  
of ilrgcnty. ! think that if :hey J o  not, t!tcy mny find 

S .  

i f ~ ; i t  i:r d i l ~  co*l!se i: is too  latr.  

Mr.  .'.'kYI>ITC)KP: M r .  C!iair!rian, I hclicve that the 
Gave:-nmciit is finding that  hi- ac tud  d,ctails involved in 
nlnnir-~g a C;c;..rem;nrnr are not az simple as speaking from 
rhc  bcnchcs of  t'he Opposition a:, thev were wont t o  d o .  

Won. H. d c ~ .  FORDE: Mr. Chairman. I am not sure 
if the hon.  membrr  is speaking o f  the last member who 
has just spoken. Perhaps he can clarify if the member 



now finds it easier t o  speak from the Opposition than as 
a member of  the Government. 

Mr. SANDIFORD: I am !glad, Mr. Chairman, that 
the member for Christ Church West has found that the 
member for St. Michael South West is finding it easy t o  
speak from the Opposition benches; because his remarks 
are very challenging and are drivinghome and causing 
some concern over there on the  Government benches; but 
I am certain that the Government is now finding that the 
problems involved in running a Government are not 
simple matters. It is not just a matter of  issuing fiats or 
commands, or simply saying d o  this or d o  that and it is 
done. There is a world of  difference between having a 
particular policy or  having some type of guidelines and 
then ensuring that these guidelines are smoothly 
implemented; and I believe that this question of  the 
establishment o f  the Defence Force and the dissolution of 
the Coast Guard service is n o  exception t o  that general 
rule. 

From the Opposition benches the Barbados Labour 
Party was able t o  speak quite freely, and sometimes quite 
eloquently on what should be done in Government and 
what problems there were; but now that the reality o f  
administering a service is upon them, they are finding that 
there are 1,001 problems that they knew not  of,  and that 
they seem incapable of  dealing with efficiently. 

We have here a Resolution relating t o  the 
dissolution of  the Coast Guard which is for a sum of  
$104,535, and we cannot really sweep it  under the 
carpet. We have got t o  say that there have been some 
problems in the dissolution of this s e ~ c e  and the 
establishment of  the naval arm or  s u b ~ n i t ,  o r  whatever it 
is called, into the Defence Force. The very act of 
dissolving the Coast Guard has apparently presented some 
major problems for the Government. Why should this be 
so? The great combination had all the expertise. They had 
the answers to  all the problerns in Barbados. Why should 
the citizens of  this country find that what was considered 
t o  be a simple matter has p r e s a t e d  so  many grave 
problem S? This is a matter which has been going back and 
forth. Something seems t o  be wrong in the State o f  
Denmark. 

These matters have to.  be computed and 
re-computed. They have to be examined and re-examined, 
and still the dissatisfaction t o  which I referred still exists. 
I believe that somewhere in the rnilitary and security 
establishment there are problems that  we know not  of  
which have led t o  the inelegancies and the inefficiencies 
in the handling of  this whole matter. I believe that this is 
one that the Minister of Defence and Security would like 
t o  forget and sleep out  as soon as possible; because little 
did he believe that this particular matter would perhaps 
have created so many problems and so much concern. I 
d o  not  think that he would set this as a model method 

for handling the integration of  a service and the 
disbandment of  another service. 
3.30 p.m. 

I believe i t  causes him some concern, but he  must 
face up t o  the problems. He must not  try t o  gloss them 
over. He must,  in his own words, as he speaks o f  open 
Government. He must come and tell this House openly, 
''look these are the problems we have encountered. 
These are where the difficulties have been." Let us see 
an example o f  open Government in operation and this 
is what we would expect that  those persons who have 
complaints, those persons who have grievances, and 
dissatisfaction and who as I understand by my colleague 
the member for St. Michael South West, there is 
everything else right in the member speaking if he has 
had complaints brought t o  him. That is what 
representation is about. That is w h a t  representation i,s 
and one must not  get peeved or try t o  put  the speaker 
down t o  one's stride simply because he  is giving 
utterances t o  matters that have been brought t o  his 
at tention. 

When we were in Government we were more 
thick-skinned than that.  We had t o  take a lot  from the 
Opposition benches then. We used t o  hear when they 
were on this side if there were a Ministerial change, you 
would hear of one member becoming the Minister o f  
Tar Roads, and the irony of  that  situation is that that 
member is now responsible, among other  things, for Tar  
Roads. That is the irony of  politics. I understand it  
happened when he was ou t  of  the country. I d o  not  
know. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: On a point o f  order, Sir, I d o  
not  know of any Minister that is responsible for Tar 
Roads, I know we have barbergreen roads now. I mean 
I d o  no t  know any Tar Roads Minister, Sir. If they had 
one, I am sure on this side we have none. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. member please 
continue ? 

Mr. SANDIFORD: I certainly will, but  the hon. 
member for St. James can only talk about barber-green 
holes, not  barber-green roads  There are so many holes, 
there are more holes than roads. 

Mr. Chairman, I would like t o  press the Minister 
of  Defence and Security a little more closely on this 
matter  of  the dissolution of  the Coast Guard service and 
the services that they used t o  p e ~ f o r m  in the past. I 
would like to  hear a little more about the Air, Sea 
Rescue Senices that that Coast Guard service was 
supposed t o  perform in cases particularly in any 
emergencies which may occur from time t o  time at  the 
Airport. 



I did indicate that there was a problem of  an 
emergency landing at the Airport over the weekend and 
that certain services had to be pu t  on alert and I would 
like t o  know, and t o  press the Prime Minister a little 

. more closely t o  say specifically whether the Coast 
Guard Service or  the boats which were bought by th; 
taxpayers money and which were, and are expected t o  

perform in cases of  emergency, whether these were on 
alert, whether in fact they were serviceable t o  answer 

- any such demands which may be put upon them, 
whether those boats were actually manned. 

I would like to  know whether this is a service 
that is required as far as aviation is concerned, 
particularly at Airports which may carry a grading of  
the Cirantley Adams International Airport and whether 
on the occasion o f  this recent emergency, that service 
was available and ready for use in case matters had 
turned ou t  more seriously which we thank God they - 
did not. I will like t o  press the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defence a little more on that particular 

aspect. 

Mr. JOHNSON: Mr. Chairman, Sir, when I hear all 
o f  the accusations which are being made on that side 
about the fact that the Coast Guard is finally going t o  
be disbanded in order t o  make it a more professional 
service, I get the impression that they were all absent at 

the time of  its initial inception. It is obvious, Sir, if 
you examine the history o f  the Coast Guard that they 
were a number of  things which needed to be set 

straight and in order t o  have a service that performs the 
kind of  professional service that a modern developing 
society would demand of  its Coast Guard, steps have 
had t o  be taken t o  bring a more professional approach 

t o  tht: selection o f  personnel, etc. 

I can recall, and I d o  not think I am too far off - 
his exact words, the hon.  member for St. ~ o h n  having 
made one of his off-hand comments t o  the effect that 

he did not  want any man with varicose veins in his 
Coast Guard. Indeed, I d o  no t  know if that was the 
only criteria for selection in which case the best that 
we can say about the service is that nobody with 
varicose veins got in, but everybody else who had a 
letter from his favourite DLP politician was inducted 
into the service without due regard to  the normal - criteria for selection into the para-military service, that 
is physical fitness, mental fitness, and by mental I d o  
not  only mean you can pass through composure and 
dealing in an elusive fashion, but I am referring now t o  
the psychological discipline for the people who have t o  
deal with arms. 

I heard only a few days ago tha t  one of the 
duties- which some responsible body in Barbados 
expected from the Coast Guard was hauling dead horses 
ou t  o f  the sea. We go and we buy a gun-boat; I d o  not  

know how many millions o f  dollars we paid for it, but 

some person who is well placed t o  know better thought 

that dumping dead horses was a duty that should 
rationally fall t o  the Coast. Guard Service. well, under 
this Government, Sir, we d o  not regard that as a fit and 
proper function for the Coast Guard t o  be engaged in. 
As a matter of  fact, I am sure that there are still a 
number o f  ways o f  disposing o f  animals far less 
expensively than with a streamline motor vessel 
equipped with guns etc., etc. 

What we arc attempting t o  d o  Sir, is t o  bring the 

Coast Guard in line with what a modcm Defence Forcc 
should look like. Para-Defence, Dcfcncc, call i t  whatever 
you will, but thc point is that we have t o  recognise, 
Sir, that if improper critcria were implied in the original 
selection of staff for thc Coast Guard, if WC arc to  
rationalise it ,  if WC arc t o  makc it  thc kind of body it 
should be, it will of  ncccssity entail sornc dislocation of 

some pcrsons who may not bc ablc t o  mect thc most 
stringent criteria which I am sure will redound t o  thc 
bencfit of  all of  us in thc final analysis. 
3.40 p.m. 

1 d o  not think it is t o o  long ago for pcoplc t o  

remember that one of  the Coast Guard vcsscls popped up  
a fishing boat out t o  sea belonging t o  a man in St. Philip, 
and on another occasion, as thc Primc Ministcr indicatcd, 
backed astern whcn it should bc going forward. Thc 
difference between forward and backward was not 
immediately clear t o  thc person rcsponsible for 
propulsion, and another fishing boat got crushcd in thc 
Careenage, and the Jamice Aune wcnt down at sca. Tlicsc 
are things which we have t o  bc particularly carcful of,  

because when you are talking about hardships which 
people suifer as a consequence of  being told that they 
cannot reach the criteria for selection, whcn you tell a 
man "look, you cannot pass examination thcrcforc you 
should not reasonably cxpcct t o  be a member of thc 
servicc", when you look at thcse kinds of  hardships and 
put them vis-a-vis the hardship that entails a man losing 
his lifc a t  sea or some sort of  national disaster that 
accrues consequentially upon thc bad handling of  these 
motor vcssels, etc., when you look at those two things, I 
think it  is really childish, though it might bc 

expedient, t o  comc in here and pretend that sornc dearth 
of hardship and privation is going t o  come t o  people who 
halc 'been told that they are not going t o  be detained in 
the service. (Asides.) I would urge the hon. member for 
St. Michael South West not  t o  taunt me on certain 
matters. 

Mr. TAITT: If the hon. member would give way, I 
was not attempting t o  taunt him, I was just suggesting 
that he would be a master of  this business of  dislocation 
because of  the large number of  people who were 
dislocated from the B.M.C. 



appropriate fo rum nor t o o  long from now w e  will have a 
lo t  t o  say abou t  t h e  B.M.C., and I am surc the  hon .  
member for St .  Michael South  West will not want  t o  be 
here on  that  occasion. 
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Now, Sir, he  talks about  people complaining about  
h o w  they have been handled by the  selection p c r s o ~ ~ n e l  
u p  a t  the  regimental hcadqriar:ers. 1 d o  no t  believe tliat it 
is t o  be expected that  every politician in Barbados m:lsi 
feel it his diity t o  come intc. this House and crap 
constantly about  somebody being unfair or  ur~rcasonable 
t o  somcbody clsc because one  man feels t o  repor: his side 
of  t he  story and nobody bothers t c  investigate the whole 
affair. I am surc that  if a rnan is badly handled a t  
regimental headquarters,  any reasonably intelligent person 
knows that  there is a comFlaints rroccdurc that  should be  
followed, and i d o  no t  believe chat in that  comp!airit 
mcchanisrn the  hon .  rnernber for St.  Michael South  West 
figured; so  I d o  not know w h y  he s h o ~ l l d  be  selected as 
the  spolcsrnan for disgru:~t1cd persons w h o  arz no t  
prcp;~rcd t o  tell hirn w h ~ t  the  rcA rcnscn is that  they are 
not being retained in the  service. And there are reasons as 
tlic Hon.  Minister r c ~ ~ o n s i ' u l c  has in:licated xiready. thctt 
there arc a numbcr  o f  people w h o  are not  fit ro be  

Mr. JOHN SON: I d o  no t  know how the affairs of 

. . 

retained in the  service. and  I believe it is dangerous .... 

* 
hir. JOHNSON. That  just goeb t o  show the  ex ten t  

Mr. TAITT:  if  :he hon.  member  w o d d  give way .... 

t he  B.M.C. have crept  in to  this debate,  bu t  In a rnorc I o f  the  harshness of  the  induction t rea tment .  The fact that  

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Does tile hon.  m e n ~ b e r  give w a y ?  

Mr. TAITT:  On a point ,if c l i~cidat ion,  i think the  

h c n .  rnember mi:understoud wh:t i was sayiilg In regard 
t o  :hat partici~lar point.  I was making the  point that  this 
is a person w h o  has subsequcntiy joined thc  s~.ib-V:~it ,  
thereinre he  rnust have b e i n  c:.rLbidcrerl a fit and proper 
person. ! was riot discussing the  se!cirion p-rsonnel a: ail. 
Idbe person has S U ~ S C ~ ~ ~ C I I ~ ~ ~  joined :he sub.-Ut:ir or  taken 
steps reqi~ired t o  join the sub-L!ni: 2nd t!~a: persori, 
havine ~ k z d  a senior ofiicc: tiirec i ; u ~ ~ t l ~ i > S .  the  answer 

. . 
:G the  third qu~>tir;ii cnricci U >  witl: tG:; statement "you 
are fried". Tiiar i s  t h i  ai:ly pain: ! was ~-:;rii.in~. 

Mr. JOHNSON: hlr. h r .  if ilr has 

suhseqnc-ntly ji3iiiec' the  suh- l i~t ic ,  t!l?rrri I l r  has n ~ t h i r , ~  t o  
, be cr,m?l:.ining about .  !-l? has Fen.: oar< i n  the  serl-;c:.. 

1 .  Let  E: sav so;:ieI,!?~ng c,!,t.. '&iz:-:; :a ! ! - . l !  vo!~nt:ers t o  g.1 

and jmn a pa~-a-n!ilirar) i.igar>i;dtion, $e  does rtot expect 
ti7 be treated in  norrna! c o n v r ~ t i o n a l  civi!iaii :crr:ij. i 
spent  ;L;<) yc*rs in rhc tir::tei! Sratcs A-n!y 2nd f k::ew 

w;-, C L l? is !&c. The first iile)- dc; wirh y s u  wheri 
v..:U ,..m'Cr ..c,. :i>z service is t o  sliave yuuc  Lead cir-an. 

/As<d*;.% j ,  

Mr. GRFAYES: ! W ~ S  t ~ * > n d - r i ; : ~  \ ~ . j ~ y  tjIe [;on. 
m r n ~ b e r  fo r  i 't .  h,,?iii:JL'i ,sr,Ut! i  I...' 

U 

.;L-  it icgal:teJ aii of his ; .  
l-,:'i:. 

my hair has no t  grown back will let  you know how rough 
military life is, Thev will tell you that  thc reason they 
shave your  hcad is t o  a!low you t o  know when ycu  go  
in to  the  army you are n o  longer t o  coiisider yourself a 

perscn in the  same light as you would if you werc in 
civilian life. Military !ifc requires discipline. That is 

the most essential ingredient in military life. and  
A 

therefore you cannot  expect t o  go  in to  thc  service and 
8m 

tcl! thc Commander  ... well, in m y  day yoli cculd not  CV-:? 
tei! the Second Lieutenant.  Y o i ~  had  t o  go in and be 
e:ctremely qulet ,  d o  wha t  you  werc to!d and ask n o  
question. 

t 
Carbados is a small developing c ~ u n t r y  and I a m  

confident that  some o f  the  things that  happen i n  the  
Unitcd States Army which is regarded as a big c o ~ ~ n t r y ,  
sophisticati-d in nii!l~a:y matters,  will never happen i:r the 

service in Barbados, so  the iife will be  cornparati~-eiy 
easier. 1 d o  n c t  sce why  a man  should  go and  joir: a 

' . 
rervice aiid theri corne ou t  and cori!pialn that  somebody 
spoke t o  hirn in a harsh voicz, because tllat is the  nature 

o f  nlilitary life. I f  you d o  riot like t o  be  spoken to 
rough!.;, d o  n o t  go in.  It is tha t  s i ~ n ~ l e  because when i t  
comes... .. 

Mr. TAITT:  Mr. Chairman, o n  a point of  
elucidntioii, the  hon .  member  obv;ous!y did  no t  grasp t h e  
point 1 was m & ~ n g .  In the  United States and o the r  ) 
military areas there is a procedure through which a man 

wocid  be  sent  before he  is cashiered. What I a m  talkin: 
,?bout is if a aei;ior officer is i n  a position t o  ariswer 
question one  and snsLver yuestiorj two, and aqswer 
quest ios  three with the  final words  "and Edrthermore you  
arc fired", then it is no t  a rr.ilitary or  para-niiiitar:, . . 
nrga:lsat!.Ji:. Thz: is t he  poinc I am making. I an* not 

scr.:icllir.g wi th  the  i ~ r i n c i ~ l e ,  
* 

Mr. jr3F?NSC)N: 1 anr making the  p o i ~ t  thai if the 
!?a!? docs n o t  like t c  be zpi7keii to in terms that  he 

. , 
i ~ p i < ! ~  ;S i 1 2 r ~ l i .  iii: tias nc: husincss in there,  becaus: !r 

~ I m c  oi crisis t ~ i i c i ~  discii~li:ie a n 3  hucla:i lift arc th? t w o  
o p e r ~ r i v e  ingredi-i~t:.. u 4 c n  w e  ha..,c C O  knvz a djsci*,!ine5 i 

4. 

force Ir! orller to srlT:i: off disasrrl or one variety .3r 

;rnoehc~.. ;c  is p i n g  t,, be  ejser~tial  ih , t  v;e h a ~ e  pi-o2i.r 

d t t i t t~dcs  prcrai!iny i~ rthe scivicc. 1 scrvcd arid ! sul-viv-xi. - 
! G r l ,  Sis, t1:a.i i arxi d bect'-t man f ~ r  hcving scrved i r l  2 

!l:ij:t,:r) : :C; .Y~CC,  : L I ~  i i on f iden t  that  if plit iciarrs will 
3 1 3 5  i;!ter&ri:ig wiiii the indnctees irito the ,iariiiriai 
:i.r+c.:? qoing around holdirlg their  iia:?ds a;,i; dskirig :t-:,c. 

. ,  r.iJ~:'a their VG;:-c a t  jot: and did he  yjt.t y o ; ~  a se:t, w?len 

v.," , ce: . t ; ili,: i.:,rt c5 hirsi:ies.;; if poii:icians over 
;f Ynat rro;lld (:v-r {liere would ic:ave the  people a!oric, 

tiiis S C Z ~ ~ C C  will blosscin forth in to  a scrkice o f  which wt. 
can d! be justly proud. I feel, Sir. t h j i  we sllould S<<>? 

fric:i!rg around wit11 this playing of polirics with :$e 
~iatinnril ;ergice, rccrjanise ?bar :he ef for t  is be:-., 

1L 
~ i ~ d d ~  t : ~  



- bring the s e ~ . i c e  up t o  a professional level, and that 
-L: .t..ngs like no varicose veins wil: PG: be the sol- criteria 

for selectior*, but that ..ve will c:o it un a more 
sopi:isticated level and peoFlc with the rclcvant 
cornpetencc will be indccted into the service, and in :he 
event that Barbados requires that service above and 
bcyu:~d the duties that  were outlined earlier, we will have 
the necessary discipline t o  see us t!irough. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Does any other hon. member 
wish t o  make a contributiov t o  this dcb.ite' ! wi!l . :C thc 
Hon. Prirne Minister t o  xeply. 

Kt. Hon. J .  M. G. M. ADAMS: I reg!-et, Mr. 
Chairman, that t h ~  high standard. rhc weli informed 

comments and the very reasonable level of debate which 
WC l~ave  enjoyed with the contributions of the Leader of 
tile Oppositian, the hon. member for St.  Michael South 
and the hon.  member for St.  Michael North Ccntral has - Seer let down bIC the ieccnt contribution. 
3.50 p.m, 

To deal with one of the deccnt ones, I would adwsc 
the hori. membrr f ~ r  St. Michael South that rlle G e o ~ g c  
r e r g ~ s s o n  b o ~ t  was akallable on the Saturd.iy of the . . 
crisi:. It needed certain repairs t o  its superstructure and 
they werc carried out .  The I'ort engine was tuned, and we 
got assistance from the HMS "Herimonc" in doing some 
engine tuning. It was ready on the 25th October, it was 
on the sea on Saturday and is in the sea now. I can 
arrange sea trials for any hon. member if lie won't get sea 

sick, 1ik.e some of  the members in the Coast Guard who 
coullln't go t o  sea because they were sick every day o n  
the ship. We are taking them into the Regiment, but not 
into the Coast Guard, at the s.amc pay, same uniform but 
n o  sailing. Some care has t o  be exercised in the use of the 
main :ank. It may need repair, but when we get all the 

boat ;  in the water we will repair that.  Boat 403 is in the - water and some repair is being done. On boat 404 all 
work was completes on 27th October, and the boat is 

now in the sea. The Harbour Police boat "Hawk" - work 
was started on minor repairs, and it was ready for 
launching last week but  in fact we have not yet launched 
it .  

Mr. SANDIFORD: On a point of  explanation, Mr. 
- Speaker, I only wanted some indication as t o  whether the - boat was available. I did not want the Minister of  Defence 

t o  give all that information now; lest any enemy of this 
country should note our naval unpreparedness and attack 
now. 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I am sure the hon. 
member is not w a r n i ~ g  me against any of  his colieagues, 

but you have a complete run down on our naval vessels. I 
am reminded of  a cartoon many years ago in the London 
Daily Express by Cummings. Cummings said: "If only the 
Russians carried on their business the way the Americans 

carry on Congressiorlal hearings." The cartoon was of  a 
Russian General unfolding his papers and saying: "Now 
tiere is our  exact number of atomic bombs." But let me  
say t!iat the exact state o f  n w a i  readiness in Barbados is 
- - 
/ 2 :,L. 

Now f listened t o  rhc speech of the !)on. member 
for St. Michael South West with some distress. First, I 
was distressed at  his naicvete. Second, I W as dis&essed at 
the ignorance of  thc requirements of  military discipline, 
and thirdiy, a: lack of a scr:sc oi  ,.cr;.onsil>iiity which hc 
s h ~ w e d  in the main tenor of his speech. I appreciate the 
hon. member complaining about u n c n ~ p l o y n e n t  is by w:iy 
of a cric dc coeur, and 1 accept f ~ ~ l l y  what he says about 
the dcrnoralilation a man can go through when hc is 
t ~ n c l n ~ i o y c d .  But the fact is tli;;t service in a rriilitarv 
unit. as the hon. member for St. Michael West has so ably 
.;aid, is ~ i c j t  ordin;iry srraightforw;lrd c m p l ~ ~ n i c n t .  There 
:Ire things that y:)u h,~vc to takc from a n  ernplojicc in 
Clovern:i:cnt or in tlic private enterprise that you cannot 

afford to  takc froni ;I rnembcr of a I)cfence Force. Now 1 
know thc principal sourcc of  the hon. tnc~nbrr 's 
information. It is a recalcitrant member of  the Coast 
Guard who has also appioachcd hon. rncmbcrs o n  i h i s  
side t o  indicate political support for us and c o t i ~ p l a i r ~ i ~ ~ ~  
of political discritninarion against him on t!lc p,:rt of  
some person. This is a person who was dismissed froill the 
Barbados Rrgirncnt for insubordination. Tliis is a person 
whom I am formally advised that had a Dcfcnce Act been 
in forcc could have been charged with inciting a mutiny. It 
may seen like a joke to  thc hon. rncnibcr, but he could 
perhaps takc the advice of the Leader of  thc Opposition. 
the lion. and galant mcrnber for St. John .  You cannot 
havc a man in a Dcfcncc Force who looks in the 
commanding officcr's face arid says: "Nobody is giving 
me any orders, I am not taking any orders from you.". 
Are we rmdrnen in hcre that we arc going t o  put forward 
the case of such a' man? He was fortunate that thc 
conditions which existed at the time did not permit of a 
court martial being called and his bcing put in the cells 
under guard for trial in due course. 

In any case all former members of  the Coast Guard 
werc employed on a temporary basis, one month's notice 
on either side. The Coast Guard was given a month's 
notice 

bcing 
qualify 

- 
and they arc being given' severance pay. They are 

offered re-employment but they will have to 
, not only in terms of examination capacity but in 

terms of character and the capacity t o  submit to  military 
discipline. That is the entire point of  the exercise and w e  
have t o  understand it ,  and we cannot get in here and try 
to  skip this. We cannot get in here and try t o  make 
people believe that shouting in a commanding officer's 
facc is something which can be ameliorated by an 
approach t o  the hon. member for St. Michael South West 
or t o  members of the back bench on the Government side 
or trying to approach the Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry of  Defence and Security. T o  the best of my 
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knowledge a letter was written by the National Union of  
Public Workers t o  the Permanent Secretary in the 

Ministry of  Defence and Security, and 1 believe that the 
Permanent Secretary saw a number of people. I also 
believe the Parliamentary Secretary in my office saw a 
number of people. None can say that they have seen me, 
and my Person4 Aide informs me that none can say they 
have seen him either. A letter was written by a 
responsible body and it was responded t o  in a responsible 
way. We d o  nobody any service by sclggesting that 
emploi.ment in Government service carries a permanent 
right t o  such employment no matter what your 
behaviour. Not even in the Civil Service can a man expect 
to  behave as he likes and remain employed; and less so in 
military service. 1 am acting in the interest of the hon. 
member for St.  Michacl South West, the hon. member for 
St. Lucy and all hon. members on that side when I 
uphold such decisions. 

Mr. TAITT: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order, the 
Prime Minister constantly refers to  the hon. member for 
St. Michael South West. It is not outside the pale of my 
responsibility to  raise a question with the Prime Minister 
whether it is as he says o f  a military service, whether a 
man can be fired just like that. summarily. That is the 

only point 1 raised. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That is n o  point of  order. 

Rt. Hon. J .  M. G. M. ADAMS: Does the hon. 
member think that I am afraid t o  say that a soldier can 

be fired summarily? I am saying that as far as my 
knowledge of military matters goes and my 
rcsponsiGility .... 

Mr. TAITT: Mr. Chairman. if the hon. member will 
giye way. What is the hon. membcr talking about? What 
does he know about a soldier? The hon. member can 
hardly ride a bicycle. 

Rt. Hon. J .  M. G. M. ADAMS: The hon. member 
had better suppress his nonsense and behave himself in 
here. DO Y O U  havc to be able t o  ride a bicycle to  know 
right fr-OF wrong? If the knowledge of  right from wrong 
qualified one t o  ride a bicycle or drive a motor car the 
hon. member could not have a driving licence: 
4.00 p m .  

I am not afraid t o  say that we  are not dealing with 
a civil service situation. We are dealing with a situation o f  

military service; and I am not afraid t o  say that 
insubordination can call for instant dismissal from the 
military sewice and perhaps a charge under the Defence 
Act. When the Defence Act comes in, you will see Court 
Martial procedures. The hon. member perhaps does not 

know very much about military discipline. Ask the hon. 
member for St. John. Perhaps in the last war nobody in 

the ~ r i t i s h  Army was shot for conventional cowardice; but  

> 
* 

anybod.j;'who is aware of military history will know that  
in th: ~ i r s t  World War something like 600 private soldiers 

were shot for refusing to go into the line. He would 

know that. 

There are different circumstances applyi:lg t o  
military service from civil servants; and the hon. member 

does this co;lntry no service when he suggests anything 
that will give comfort t o  insubordination, or give 
encouragement to  mutiny. That is what I mean when 1 

m 
say I am acting in the interest of all of us when 1 make 
this speech in here. I have full confidence in Colonel 
Banfield, the designated Chief of  Staff of  the Barbados 
Defence Force and his Second in Command. I havc f d i  
confidence in their integrity and their judgment in 
military matters; and I have not the slightest intention of  

giving any encouragement t o  any hon. member who comes 
in and puts a case for a man who could look the Colonel 
in the face and tell him that he is not taking any 01-ders. 

1, 

That is exactly what causes soldiers in the end t o  be 
insubordinate, to  be their own masters, and t o  decide that 
we should not be their masters, but  should be their 
servants. That is exactly what it leads t o  -- the 

encouragement of insubordination in military forces. I am 

not encouraging it. As far as I am concerned, this matter 
has been elaborated. Melnbers of  the Coast Guard have 
expressed surprise that they were being given severance 
pay because of the fact that they were told that  they b 

would be sent home without the notice that the law 

required. We could have sent them home without any 

notice; but we are giving them amounts  varying from 
$597 t o  over $6,000. We could have just told them that 
their temporary posts had come t o  an end, and that 
would have been the end of the matter. They would all 
have been out  in the street. 

I never heard this talk in here about how the Coast m 

Guard members were originally selected'. I only had to tell 
you that I have certain impressions of  some of the criteria 
that were used t o  se!2ct coast guards. People who have 
been dismissed from the Regiment. but  who had good 3 
friends at court were able t o  obtain selection in the Coast 

' 

Guard. People who had been dismissed from military 
service could yet find themselves in the Coast Guard at 
the command of  a retired police officer in the initial - 
stages. I repeat, Mr. Chairman, that this matter has been r 

handled admirably by the Permanent Secret-ary' in the 
Ministry of  Defence and Security, by the Colonel and by 
his Second in Command, Major Lewis; and I am fully 
satisfied that they have done their best, and are doing 
their best to  bring into existence. a Defence Force o f  
which all Barbadians can be proud. 

I beg t o  move that this Head stand part. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: I beg t o  second that.  
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Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I really 
did not intend t o  say anything on  the Resolution. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Are you aware that 1 asked if any 

other member wished t o  speak? 

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, 1 have 

no: spoken yet in Committee on this mattei.  I think that 
if :he Minister wishes t o  speak after me he will be able t o  
d o  so; but in view of  the  fact that some o i  the comments - 
made by  the Hon. Minister were entirely new, I think 
thbt I could be allowed t o  speak. It is as simple as that. 
The position is that I had a lot to  d o  with the initial 
stages of the p r o p ~ s a l s  for the establishment of a 
Defence Force. It was &ring my term as Minister o f  

Defence and Security thar. the Coast Guard was actually 
established. 

No Minister of  Government had anything t o  d o  - with the recruitment o f  personnel for :he Coast Guard. If 
Minister had anything to d o  with the recruitment o f  

th r  Coast Guard ~ e r s o n n c l  - and I invite the Prime 
Minister t o  bring any evidence that he has - he certainly 
did in a highly conspiratorial manner behind my back 
when I was out of  the Island, and wi th  a highly organised 
cor~spiracy with members of the Public Service. 

The recommendation for the recruitment or 
secondment of a retired Assistant Comrnissioner of  Police 
t o  the post of  Ternporary Commanding Officer of the 

Coast Guard was my recommendation. I d o  not myself 
know a single member o f  the  Coast Guard although I 
visited them usually early on mornings, and on one or 
two occasions when the slipwag was under construction, 

'1443 - 
need for the whole thing t o  be built u p  just because the 
Colonel is present as he is supposed t o  b e  during the  

debate; and the whole Civil Service should be very 
grateful t o  the Prime Minister for knowing that people 
who have been servants of the Crown and the 
Government of  this country for fifteen years before the 
hon. member, unfortunately, became entrusted with the 

affairs of Barbados, do not havc their jobs in jeopardy; 
and I am sure that the Coloncl is glad with that 
reassurance bccausc WC ali know that hc is an efficient 
man; so that was not thc point of  thc dcbate at all. The 
point of  the dcbatc was whcrc you have people who are 
working at C.R.C., likc Mr. Jcrry Richards who had gone 
and bought a housc and has a mortgagc on i t ,  o r  whcre 
you a;c a Corporal or a Sergcant or an ablc-bodicd 
seaman or a coast p a r d  member, and you have 

commitments and your cmploymcnr is curtailed on thc 
grounds that you arc a temporary pcrson. 

A job has t o  bc donc, and yet you tnkc six. cight o r  
ten months bcforc you say how arc you going t o  rr~akc 
those monthly paymcnts t o  mcct thc dcmands for thcir 
children's school fccs, for instalments on thc T.V. sct, for 
monthly paymcnts t o  thc garagc and for gasolcnc which 
has gone r ~ p  inordinately during thc past ycar and :I half, 

and all thc othcr payments that  arc bcing nict by thc 
unfortunate pcoplc of  this unfortunatc country at this 
unfortunate timc. This is thc wholc qucstion of this 
debate. 

The debate has nothing to d o  with whcthcr one 
person was subordinate or insubordinatc. I just want t o  
say this. Mr. Chairman, and I know that you will bc vcry I indulgent  although my time has not expired. I d o  not 

commitments; and that it has taken the Government a 
ver;y long period of  time to make adequate compensation 
or redress t o  these people. whether they were subordinate 
or insubordinate is not really the question. There is n o  

As a matter of fact during the war in the House o f  
Commons at  the height of the war; members o f  
Parliament were raising matters about the rights of  soldiers 

the mechanical device for lifting boats, was being 

introduced u p  there. I just want to  get the position clear 
in that particular sphere. 

~ o ~ ,  the  Hon. Prime Minister has a wonjerfJ  
propensity which, of course, he was not allowed to 
exercise in the Law Courts to  its fullest because the 
people who sit on the Bench of the courts,  and that 
of  course is an advantage which even Your Honour did 
not choose to  avail yourself of., being more of a scientific 
bent -- t o  restrain thc Prime Minister whcn he goes off on  
these flights o f  fancy. 

- What I am saying is that nobody over there was 

want t o  prolong this debatc any longcr. 1 just want t o  say 
that as a constitutional issuc, now that W C  havc a Dcfcncc 
Forcc, d o  not tcll mc that whcn Raffiquc shah wcnt 
down t o  Tctron Bridge with his mutineers that hc did not 
havc any right as a soldier; that  he had a right t o  be 
summarily put against thc wall. I say this bccausc when 
people mutiny in the British Army you d o  not invite 
anybody from Russia, ~ r r d  .:arlada, and Alsaka and Outer 
Mongolia to  CoIne and have a big harangue and court 

martial ~ r o c ~ c d i n g s  and a cocktail party and that kind of  

thing. 
4.10 p.m. 

You have a Court ~ a r s h a l  to  put thcm up against a 

criticising the Commanding Officer. The member for st. 1 wall, shoot thcm. scnd thcir clothes home and say they 

Michael South West was bringing to the attention of the dicd of activc scrvicc. That is thc end of the matter. No 

Prime Ministe: not that a particular person who was ncwspapcr intcrvcning or anything. Mr. chandler is a 

insubordinate was dismissed for insubordination, but that mcmbcr of thc House but he has constitutional rights. DO 

a whole group o f  men had had their gainful employment not tell mc that a soldicr does not have constitutional 

' curtailed in a ver). sunlmary manner when they had rights, and if a soldicr is dismisscd he still has a right. 



- - 
were dying and according to King's Regulations you had 
C O  be of European descent t o  i~:ive Royal Commissions, 
but that was for the mentor. 
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SO do not te!! me about M.P's because ! i:sed to  go 
in and talk to  M.P's all ihe time so d o  not tell m c  that a 
soldier does not havc any rights. Furtherniore, it '  a 
member of the Kegii~icnt has a representative. 1 am not 

saying that every titrxe he  does not like the way the rice 
was cooked that he should \ ~ n t ~ !  or run  t o  his iv1.P. and 
bay i want y o ~  t o  raisc this in the House of Cornmons. 
Only t!le jarriaicans do that.  As a matter  of facr, Sir, the 
Jamaic.~ns nut only went to  the MP's, but they 'hre:lt 011 

strike until they got they own cooks, at the height ~i the 
war. ni l t  I thought that was cnly done then and 1 said 

they did not know what was going cn in the world T?ien 
again 1 may be old-fdshioned. 

in the House cf Commons in England nnd i w;ts there. 
Not that anybody was raising things for me, 1 was raising 
them for myself with mziil't'ers o f  the  House o f  Commons 
with Mr. James Griffith, the 9ecretat-y o i  State for the 
Colonies. I wanted to know how it wa: that btack ?eople 

The point is that even soldiers have lights and I d o  

not want :o hear the hon.  Prime Minister or ailylody 
come in here and twist the whole debate into t h e  

, Tlie position is, Sir, that under the proposed Act, as 
hdpI)e!! i t1  any .Miiitary Establishment, there are systems 

by ahich P-opic ..i.ho are on discip:inary charges hav: a 
right in order to  be heard in their defence if they have a 
detence at ail. 'Illat is nothing t o  do with the fact that iiz 

questic~n that somebody over here is defending somebody 
who is insubordinate. That is not germaine to  this iasile at 
ali. What has happened is that the Government has been 
callous and indifferent by the length of  time thcy have 
taken to deal with the terms of benefits for those people 
who now find then~selves without any further sustenance. 

Hon. 13. deB. FORDE: The Prime Minister is just 
out o i  the Chamber for a while and I should like t o  reply 
to  a few of the points which the hon. member who has 
just sat down have made. In the first place 1 think the 
['rime Minister made it quite clear in his speech that 
~irider :he Defence Act there will be a systeni sct up 
where persons who may be on disciplinary charges in the 

Defence Force will have the right of course to  make 
representations and indeed to legal defence. Sir, I an only 
drawing to your attention that the rules d o  not allow 
people t o  speak ... 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order please. 

Mr .  TAITI': The hon.  rnember may be inadvertentiy 
misleading this House. The Prime Minister in his debate 
said if the Defence Act had been passed such and such 
would have happened. Now the hon. member is getting 
up t o  tell us that when the Act comes something else will 
happen. What is he trying to tell us Mr. Chairman. 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: The hon. member probably 
believes that  his socalled righteous indignation can 
provoke anyone from listening t o  him and answering him, 
Sir. He has got t o  keep a little cool, Sir. He will be 
provoked many times, Sir, between now and 1981. 

the instant s.;se. the persons were ~ m p l o y e d  on a 

temporary hazis arrd it is a wcll known cor~stitutional rule 
that in such Lases they can be terminated on short notice 

and there is r.3 argument about this. 

Let us pi;; ?he !egd position clear. so:rs o f  
accusations have been made against the Government. 
this case despjte the legd position. the Govc-rnment has 

seen fit t o  conie down to this House :*nd ask for 
provisions L O  be provided in order t o  give compensation 
in cases such as this. Let us get the position clear. The 
Gover~merir  is not ter i r i int i~lg F20ple's services and n o t .  
gibing them under any circuwstattces compensation even 
though by Iaw the); have n o  right t o  compensation, and 
the hon. mcinber Cor St. lohn shoald be the last t o  talk, 
He a d  I had this out during the last scssion between 
1971 and 19'76 when I drew t o  his attention that there 
were several persons employed in the Service of the 
Crown who did not have the benefit o f  Severance Pay at 
this time and he tried t o  get out o f  my argument at the 
time. 

Rt. Hon. E. W. RARROW: The hon.  member is very 
clever. He said he drew t o  may attention that there were 
several members c f  the Government who did not have the 
benefit of the severance payment. I can ask the hon. 
mcmber if he knows of any one person who did nor get 

severance payment, or the equilavent, o r  compensation. 

Hon. H. dcB. FORDE: I have never known of  any 

instar.ce where the 'non. member brought down a measure 

for Severar~ce Pay in this House. 

Rt. Hon. E. W, RARROW: The question I asked, 
Mr. Chairman, was this. Does the hon.  member  know of 

any person who did not get Severance Pay or  
compensation pay, not whether I brought down a 
measure. What is the point of  bringing down a measure 
when ..... 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Let us have some order. I think 
you are trying t o  explain it .  

Kt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: The Police are not under 

Workmen's Compensation but we pay then; Workmen's 
Compensation. 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: I will give him an instance. 
Teachers who were severed by the Hon. Frederick Smith 
and did not get any compensation - although they had 
years of  service and 597 persons o f  the Ministry of  
Communications and Works who were severed and have 
never got any form o f  cpmpensation. 



Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: On a point of  order. The 
hon. member should know that the negotiations for the 
Teachers are still going on.  They were started and are still 
going on. 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: The hon. member well 
knows that when  he went out o f  power they had never 
ever3 started negotiations and compensated Teachers and 
that we.... 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : Order please. 

Mr. TAITT: On a point o f  order Mr. Chairman. The 
hon .  member is misleading this House. When Mr. 
Frederick Smith was Minister you could have read it in 
the newspapers. There were negotiations between the 
Ministry and these Teachers. Negotiations started then 
and t o  say that negotiations had not  started before they 
came in .... 

Mr. C H A I W A N :  This is ilot a point o f  order. 

Mr. TAITT: How you mean this is not a point of  
order, Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Are you addressing the Chair? 
Please take your seat: The Hon. Attorney General, please. 

-Hon. H. deB. FORDE: Out o f  their own mouths, 
they are contending that there is a long time since 
from the Coast Guard were severed and no compensation 
paid. The Teachers fate occurred more than a year before 
the DLP left Government and they never got a cent of  
compensation. You did not hear thern taiking about these 
poor people and their rights, whose children were 
suffering. The hon.  member was a Cabinet Minister then. 
Did he havc the guts and the dignity t o  get up and fight 
then in relation t o  their rights? 
4.20 p.m. 

You did not  hear then about these poor people who 
had their rights, whose children were suffering. You did 
not hear about that then. The hon.  membcr was a 
Cabinet Minister. Where was he then? Did he have the 
guts and decency t o  get up  and fight the big McGuffy at 
the time in relation t o  their rights? You did not hear it 
then. The hon.  member was in  the  Senate, he was in the 
Cabinet. What did h e  d o  during that year? The problem is 
that ~ o l i t i c s  is becoming the politics of  hypocrisy; that  is 
what it  is becoming when you hear it  coming from the 
Opposition benches. That is what it is becoming. You 
have all sorts of  rules that you brought and because you 
believe you  are on  some wave of  popularity you keep 
playing t o  the Gallery. 

Furthermore let me deal with these provisions. I am 
not finished with them yet.  The employment of  the Coast 
Guard members ended on 30th September, last month, 

and they were paid right u p  t o  t h e  end of  September. 
Now let us look at it. It is not that they were severed in 
March or  for a year, but  on 30th September, and today 
we are debating on the 31st October in order t o  get the 
money so that on the time they would have been paid in 
October they have severance payment in their hands. 'Ihe 
criticism of  the Government is unwarranted, unfounded 
trifling and a waste o f  people's time when you come in 
here with that sort of  thing. It is the type o f  politics that 
one can d o  without in Barbados today, trying t o  create 
an assumed sympathy that does not cxist without looking 
at the basic facts that arc conccrncd in thc Resolution 
before the House. Thosc arc the facts. Hon. members 
should be made t o  rcscarch facts bcforc thcy come in 
hcre and talk likc the hon. mcmber for St. Michael South 
West on hearsay and rumours. That is what you get on  
platforms thesc days, rumours about pcoplc, characterising 
people in all sorts of m.u>ner without any propcr 
justification and not based on the facts bcforc thc pcoplc 
in the House. That is what the hon.  membcr should look 
at. It is not a question o f  trying t o  get out o f  any debate. 
If the Opposition had any points t o  make, all of  tllcir 
points arc unfounded and nobody can takc you seriously 
in coming in hcre trying t o  mislcad the House on facts 
that are completely beyond the point. That is thc point. 

Anyhow, Sir, I hopc the hon. mcmbcr will havc 
better luck up  at the University and that hc will learn in 
future to  d o  proper rescarch foundcd on fact and advance 
logical cases, not likc the casc he has advanced hcrc 
today. 

The question that the ~eso lu t ion  do nou) pass ujac 

put and resolved in the a ffirwrative luithou t division. 

Ch.1 motion of Rt. Hon. I .  A l .  C. A l .  ADAhlS 
seconded by i fon .  H. deB. FORDE, Mr. CI fAI~IZIAN 
reported the parsfng of  one Kesoiution in Committee of 
Supply, and Mr. SPEAKER resumed tke Ckair and 
reported accordingly. 

On motion of Hon. L .  S. CRAIC seconded by Hon. 
H .  deR. FORDE, the Resolution was agreed to .  

THE DOGS (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1978 

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, I intimated 
at an earlier stage in the day's proceedings that  I would 
be requesting leave for this matter t o  be dealt with today 
in all its stages, the Dogs Amendment Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister is asking leave of  
this Honourable House t o  proceed with an amendment t o  
the Dogs Act, 1975. I understand that copies have been 
circulated and if there is no objection, leave will b e  
granted. 

There being on  objection, leave is granted. 



Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: This is a very simple 
amendment, Mr. Speaker. On the occasion of  the last 
amendment an anomaly arose which had the effect of  
depriving the Minister of  the power t o  make certain 
regulations under the Act, and this is an amendment to  

section 2 3  of  the Dogs Act, 19759 where it is Proposed 
that we delete the words "on the sale o r  other disposal o f  
dogs" in the last three lines Of Paragraph (h)  
thereof and substituting therefor the words "and the sale 
and other  disposal of  dogs seized under Part 111". What 
happened in the Other Place. Mr. Speaker, was that it was 
thought that there had been a t ~ ~ o g r a ~ h i c a l  and the 
word "on" was substituted quite mistakenly for the word 
"and" which made a complete nonsense o f  this particular 
clause. 

It might be said that the  Particular 'lause was a 
little dubious, but  it so happens that members in the 
Other Place had not read the regulations with the Act. If 

had done so have recognised tha t  the 
'ale and/0r other of have 
referred to  dogs seized under Part III o f  the Act, and it 
was thought that in In effort any possible 
misunderstanding o r  misconstruing that this amendment 
as I have read would make the position quite clear t o  
everyone. It was thought that the  Minister have 
power t o  regulate the sale of dogs. That was never 
intended be generally It refers 
dogs under Act which be 
sale, by auction, by  humane disposal or other means. 

That bcing the case, Mr. Speaker, I beg t o  move 
that this Bill be now read a second time. 

Hon. L. B. BRATHWAITE: I beg t o  second that. 

That places us in a difficulty. Now if we were in our own 
offices or Chambers we would be able to have the 
amendment up-todate  and we d o  not really know what 
the hon.  member is speaking about today. This is one of 
the things which probably is not political as far as I can 
see, and I d o  not know what the hurry is to  have this 
legislation. The Act has not been proclaimed yet as far as 
I know, and it has been on the Statute Books since 1975 
and up  t o  now it has not been proclaimed and yet we 
hear that we must deal with this in all its stages today. 
But as I said, I d o  not have very strong feelings on it. 
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~rocedural ly it is untidy because it  laces us in a 

difficulty to  know what Section 2 3  is about since the 
Section 23 is not in this volume of  the laws of  Barbados. 

But I would wish t o  speak on another matter - 
relating to  dogs. ~ n d  that is that I think that if the Act is 
imperfect let us it; let us go back to the drawing 
board and bring down a proper Act. If the Act is in order 
let us proclaim it and let us get some of these stray dogs 
off the I have a proliferation of them by my m 
office; I have to my office for dog fleas all the 
time. A problem I once had is that I rang up  the S.P.C.A. 
that I had a dead dog on my premises the other day. 
ney advised me to take it to the top of the street and 

h 
the people at the Sanitation Department will take it 
away. But that would have been creating a nuisance for 
other people. They wanted me t o  take the dog and 
deposit it on the premises of the hen. member for christ 
church South Central who lives at the top of the stre;t; 
then he would be able t o  get me for creating a public 

E 

nuisance. What we need is a number of paddy wagons for  
these stray dogs. Up to this morning I saw two dogs 
stretched out in t h e  gutter between the place where I live 
and Bridgetown. I must a p o l o ~ s e  for saying this, Sir, but 
too often in Barbados we say: wonder how people 
who come t o  Barbados feel?" But we s h o d d  wonder how 
Barbadians feel. We d o  not have t o  talk about visitors 
although we are a tourist island; but let us have standards 
for ourselves and not worry so about what visitorr 
think. If we have proper standards for ourselves then 
people will accept us as a clean Island. 

But we have n o  way o f  disposing of  live dogs o r  
dead dogs, because if you ring the S.P.C.A. they are not 
going t o  help you even if you offer t o  pay money; and if 

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, 
we were the proposed 

amendment a short time ago. It be inconsequential. 
The difficulty is that the D o g  Act as printed in the Laws 
of has been amended On than One 

occasion, and I think that we should d o  a little tidier 
drafting o f  legislation because section 2 3  which is in this 
volume of the Laws of Barbados is not the section 2 3  
which is referred to  in this amendment. 
4.30 p.m. 

A lot  of  people are keeping dogs who d o  not look 
- 

after them properly. Now this may sound as if you d o  

- - 

you get in touch with the Sanitation Department they 
want you t o  go and be offensive t o  other  people. So what 
can you d o  in these circumstances? I must really ask the 
hone Minister if the ~~t is srtisfactory let us get proper 
dog vans; if the Act is not satisfact+,, let us repeal it 
and start afresh and get something. We have all kinds of 
diseases caused by  these apart from the flea that 
d o  not know any national o r  other boundaries, for i f  the 
dog next door has fleas, the fleas can fly over t o  your 
premises; the dogs need not necessarily have t o  visit you. 

. .  . 

not want poor people t o  keeep dogs. That is nonsense. I 
find there are a lot o f  people keeping dogs in this country 
who are not able t o  look after them. This is a fact and I 
make n o  apology for saying this. And there are a lot o f  
people who keep dogs who are financially able t o  look 
after them but are not capable psychologically o r  
mentally of  looking after them, just in the same way as 
you have people who are financially incapable of  looking . 
after children. And the ridiculous thing in Barbados is r 
that we have more people with dogs and can't look after 



them than people who can afford t o  keep dogs. It is the 

same thing with children. The people who have money 
don't have a large lot o f  children; the people who don't 
have money have a riffle o f  children and can't really give 
them the kind of  education and comfort that children 
should have. 

So I am inviting the hon. Minister t o  try and d o  
s o n ~ e t h i n ~  about the Dogs Act. Let us get the whole thing 

tid!ed u p  and implement it. But 1 d o  not know what the 
hurry is, if she can explain t o  rne what the hurry is and 
what Section 23 says as it has bccn amended since this 
book was printed in 1975. It is to  come into forcc on a 
date that is t o  be proclaimed; it has not yet been 
proclaimed. I would be very much indebted t o  the hon. 
Minister for this information. It has been a long time, 
almost time for the Statute o f  Limitations to  come into 
effect. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, I am very glad t o  
hear the speech on  the amendment t o  the Dogs Act 
coming from the Leader o f  the Opposition. I myself have 
always been very concerned about the number o f  stray 
dogs about Barbados. I have been the victim o f  stray dogs 
on more than one occasion - when I was sixteen years 
old and again when I was about thirty. Since assuming 
the office some time ago of  Minister of  Labour and 
Community Services and had t o  visit the John Bccklcs 
Day Nursery I was alarmed at  the problems you havc 
with the dogs hanging around that Day Nursery, and I am 
glad t o  hear the Leader o f  the  Opposition speak in that 
vein. I would have t o  support Gokernmcnt's policy on 
this occasion, but I was a bit sceptical about when we go 
on the ~o l i t i ca l  platform at the hustings, for I know what 
is likely t o  be said, if not  by hon. members on that sidc 
at least by  their paid supporters; and we will soon be  
hearing that this Government is so bad that they don't - 
even want the poor old lady or old gentleman t o  havc a 
dog. I am therefore very glad this afternoon t o  hcar thc 

speech of  the Leader o f  the Opposition and I hope t o  be 
able to  read Hansard t o  such people whcn thc occasion 
arises. I think I hear them saying "even thc littlc d o  g..." 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sufficient unto the day is the cvil 
thereof. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: Yes, Sir, but t o  be forewarned - is t o  be forearmed. I have n o  doubt  that the way they 
would put would be as though the whole economy of  the 
country was about t o  collapse. They would say: "This 
wicked and bad Government took away the poor old 
lady's or old gentleman's dog and now they don't cvcn 
have that." So I am very happy at the vein in which the 
Leader o f  the Opposition spoke. I am not qualified t o  
talk about the law, so I cannot determine what aspect o f  
the law t o  be changed, whether there needs t o  be one 
Dogs Act ,  and Alsatian Act o r  a German Shepherd Act. 
The hon. Attorney General would be able to  tell us about 

that but I have been the victim o f  being bitten by a dog 
on more than one accasion, and those people at  the John 
Heckles Day Nursery have my sympathy. They have t o  be 
doing a lot o f  spraying ou t  there and people are afraid t o  
go for thcir kids at the nursery. It is an awful situation 
down there. 
4.40 p.m. 

1 am happy t o  hear that the Minister o f  Health is 

now prcparcd t o  bring down t o  Parliament an Act that 
will get thc stray dogs off the strccts. They are not only 

biting up  pcoplc, but destroyirig pcoplc's goats, sheep and 
cows and all of thosc things. Garbage is anothcr problem 
which you havc t o  facc. I am happy to sce that the  
Opposition is going t o  support it; but I must warn the 
Opposition not t o  go out thcrc talking about poor old 
pcoplc's dogs, bccausc I am going t o  rcitd thc specch o f  
the Lcadcr o f  thc Opposition morning, no011 and night. 
Hc said that  hc supported it. I hopc that they d o  not 
play tricks whcn thc occasion ariscs, Sir. 

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARKOW: Just a point o f  
clucidation, Sir. The Dogs Act was introduced in 1975. 
Thc hon.  member should know his d;ttcs. I f  it was 
introduced in 1975, 1 d o  not sec how I could have 
spoken against it. It was 1975,  not  l066 wliicli is a 
pcriod of  ~ r i t i s h  History, and riot Barbados Legislation. 

Hon. L. S. CUAIG: Sir, I apologise for not knowing 
that it was passcd in 1975. I d o  not to know 

everything. I know that the Lcadcr o f  the Opposition 
pretends sometimes that hc docs not rcmcmber somc 
things. Hc did not rcmembcr how much thc North Point 

cost, also, Sir. 

Hon. H. dcB. FOUDE: Sir, a point was raiscd about 
thc drafting of thc 'Act. Perhaps for the bcncfit of  thc 
hon.  rrtcmbcr 1 car1 explain that thc vcrsion o f  1975 Act 

which he has docs not rcflcct the amendments made. Thc 
Act was ;tmcndcd oncc, and this was a couple o f  wccks 
ago in Parli;~mcnt so that the amcndmcnts have not yet 
bccn incorporated. I will assurc hon.  mcmbcrs that within 

a couple of days they will bc available t o  this Housc. 
Thcre will bc a supplcmcr~t bringing thcsc laws up t o  the 
31st December, 1976;  and WC hopc that by March ncxt 
ycar or maybe Junc ncxt ycar t o  havc supplcmcnts 
bringing thc laws up t o  thc 31st Dcccmbcr, 1978; and 
thereafter WC will try in thc first threc n ~ o n t h s  of  cvcry 
year to  havc the laws incorporated up t o  January 31 o f  
the prccecding year. Mcmbcrs will thcn only havc to look 
at  the Acts that WC arc going through t o  find any 
amcndrnents t o  particular laws. 

We have managed t o  complctc the five years law 
revision. It is now availablc, and will be on  sale shortly t o  
the public; and hon. members will b e  entitled t o  free 
copies, being members of  this House. In so  far as this 
particular amcndmcnt is concerned, what happened is that 



we passed the Biu artd it came down to the House and it 
went t o  the Senate where apparently two amendments 

were made. An amendment was made t o  Section 21 
which was obviously accepted by the Ministry. in order to  
limit the power of a ntember of  the Policr: Force or  an 
authorised person t o  request a persorl where a dog is 
kept,  o r  the owner, to  produce for examination a licence. 

The substantive Bill which was passed by this House 
authorised them t o  enter.  Some objection was takcn to 
wide powers given: and the Minister indicated her clear 
and complete acceptance of that one. We drafted in 
accordance with the policy which was brought t o  us and I 
think that it was a vcry good draft. Section 23 is a 
regulating section and it gives the Minister power t o  make 
regulations for the issue, renewal and transfer of  licences 
of dogs, and the sale or other disposal of dogs. Senators 
took the point that that meant that she would have wide 
powers over saying for how much a person should sell a 
dog without recognising that it was related to  the 
provision o f  the Act which only related to  the sale and 
disposal of  dogs which had been seized and which people 
had takcn no objection t o  or had not got back out of  the 
kennel. They said that this was a typographical error, and 
I think that they were complimented for this by the 
Press; and the word "and" was changed t o  t h e  word 
"arc". 

Let me say that we have a vcry lax system at  
present obtaining in legislation. When a Bill leaves this 
House and goes t o  t h e  Upper House and is amended, 
Parliamentary Counsel is not brought in. It is not 
retunled to us to  look at.  In this instance it was the vcry 
day that it c.imc back t o  the  Housc that it  was passed 
again by this tlouse. and certainly although I looked at 
the Rill here my attention was directed t o  Section 21 arid 
not to  Section 23. 

When the Bill wcnt ~ a c k  t o  the Minister, her 
advisers recopiscd that the regulations which she had t o  
ntake under this section would have been of n o  effect at 
all, because the powers she should have had were taken 
away from her and it would have been a waste o f  time 
probably t o  make regulations in those circumstancrs. It 
would have meant sending it back t o  us. sending it back 
t o  the Cabinet by the Minister and being brought back t o  
us; and we redrafted it in such a way t o  make assurance 
doubly sure that this is only limited to  Part I I I .  

I believe that the draft came through Dr. Wells who 
is an outstanding draftsnlan in his own right as the hon. 
member for St. Michael South would know; but the 
position has been clarified. Mr. Speaker, let me say in ail 
fairness that the system which obtains in Parliament and 
with Parliamentary Counsel in my office has obtained in 
here for years. It is not a new system. We have an expert, 
Mr. Duval, who is now looking into this and will be 
making recommendations by which Padiamentary Counsel 

will be available during the sittings of  Parliament t o  help 
members in drafts and t o  explain any points that 
members want explained and where we will have some 
time to see when amendments are brought before the 
House. whether or not they are in proper style or 
whetj.cr inistakes have been made. The present position is 
that the amendment just comes back from the Senate t o  
the House, and it is dealt with on that level. Perhaps if 
the Senate had just waited and had consulted us during 
the day - I d o  think that they tried t o  get hold of me 
and I was not available during the night - we would not 
have had these problems that have occurred. That is the 
total expianation of  that matter, Sir. 

Mr. TAITT: Mr. Speaker, I shall be very brief with 
what I have t o  say. I d o  not believe that we cannot agree 
with the amendment in the light o f  what has been said; 

but I would merely like t o  point out  t o  the Hon. 
Attorney General that vcry soon after I came in here the 
Hon. Attorney General made a long statement about his 
predecessors in office and how they had been inefficient. 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: Mr. Speaker, on  a point of 
order. The hon. member had better read my speech. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us deal with the dogs now. 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: All right, Sir. The hon. 
member is trying t o  quote a speech that I have made and 
he has not quoted it  accurately. I have never in this 
House accused any predecessor of  mine of  inefficiency. 1 
made a speech in which I adverted t o  the fact that Acts 
were changed by way of  custom after they had received 
the assent of Mr. Speaker of this House and Mr. President 

of  the Senate, and that it was a practice to  be 
discontinued; and I did so advise. I have never said that 

anybody was inefficient. 

Mr. TAITT: Mr. Speaker, I am not going t o  develop 

the p o i n ~  about inefficiency. The point which I wish t o  
make is that this constant having t o  go back and forth 

practically every Tuesdav that we are here on  little, tiny 
amendments. some of  which have been occasioned by 
little more than typographical errors, is costing us large 
surns of  money. Here is what has happened t o  the Dogs 
Act, Sir. It went up  t o  the Senate ; ~ n d  they saw what 
they thought was a typographical error. They changed it. 
They sent it back down here along with another 
amendment. We then passed it ,  and having passed i t ,  we 
found that it was changed in error. So, we are now in the 
process of  passing an amendment t o  that amendment which 
will now have t o  go back t o  the Senate. 
4.50 p.m. 

Now, Sir, if you take the case involved in A1 of  
that activity, you will find, Sir, that it is not an 
inconsiderable amount of  money and especially if you 
take in the accumulative basis. 



I am not  standing on  my feet t o  criticise, I am 
only drawing t o  the attention o f  the Attorney .General 
that  he m$t want t o  revise his concept on t!!is 
question of typographical errors. There was always some 
contention as to whether it was substantive law that  
was being changed or  whether there were typographical 
errors. 

The previous Attorneys General are  satisfied that 
~ ~ n c t e r  certain circumstances the saine draughtsmen which - 
we will now have conling dow31 bere t o  consort with 
m e ~ n b e ~ s ,  rnany o f  whom wil! feel that they are better 
di-aughtsmen than rht draughtslnerl who cGnle down 
her(*, the sarne point which he is about to introduce as 
sopl~istication of the system may i r r  fjt-t b~ s u p e r s d r d  
by  the strnple fact o f  adhering t o  t h t  pra~rices  ot -Id 
wh,re whec errors have becn made, erroas o; a certqrn 
kincl that are fairly obvious, :hey car, 1.e corrcctc,l, <veil 
if r o t  corrected in a sophisticated wa!7 like they would 
bc i , l  Cmadn .Jr i3ntan, but ~t a significant saving t o  
thc country 1, a who:e. 

EIoil. H. deB. FUKI>E: I will rep!) to  :hat ii. 
pdrtictilar. I will not delay, 1 will rel:ly. 

Hon. B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, if the ]:on. 
mernber for St. John did not hear when the first 
arnendrnezt ~o the Dogs Act was debated, he  would not 
today be asking me the question, what is the hurry. 
The hurry is very simple, Mr. Speaker, t o  explain. Foi 
his benefit, and the benefit of  ali hon.  nrembers of  this 
House, and for the benefit o f  the people I will explain 
i t  again. 

Section 23 is a section which covers the making 
of  various Regulations under the Act. I cannot just 
employ people in the Ministry of  Health t o  go out ,  and 
I d o  not know what people imagine, and hit dogs over 
the head or kick them into the Carcenage. That is not 
the official way in which it  is done. The whole bcsicess 
o f  dog catching is t o  be done in a humane m a ~ n e r .  A 1  
of  that has got t o  be covered by Regulations. 

The licencing of  dogs IS a nlattrr which hds got t o  
be novered by Regulations. Unless i lllve thc power :o 
n1al.e these Regulations I cannot g,t the whole exerclie 
on the way. The error which was rrlc4de 111 Set tion 23 
tlcp-ived n:e o f  the right to make Ki:L1:.ltior1\, 
p r t ~ t i i ~ l a r l y  the Kegulatiol~s rtgardlng d ~ ,  iss~::ng ot 
licences for dogs, and that I S  why I IA2\c come hcrt a ~ r d  
asked that the matter be deait +&h in all its \ s  2gt.s 
today. 711e sooner it gets through this rfouse and 3,es 
t o  the Senate tornorrow or  as c;uickly as I can get it t o  
the Senate, I can get it proclaimed, then people may 
license their dogs, and after what I consider t o  be a 
generous and reasonable interval for so licensing, I will 
begin t o  pick u p  dogs. 

I have said it  before, and I will say it  again, I am 
giving people until the 31st December, t o  license their 
dogs. The licensing will go into effect under this Act a t  
the time of this proclamation. It does not  mean that 
people may not license under the old legislation. They 
can d o  that and they have done that.  There are dogs 
who are licensed even now, bu t  under this new 
legislation. I am giving people until the  end of this year 
t o  licence their tiog and early in the New Year we will 
begin the business of picking ~p strays. If licensed Jogs 
are  among those strays, people will be able t o  go t o  the 
Dog Pound, identify ;heir dogs by  virtue o f  a iicence 
which is In the form o f  a tag, and take them away, 
again having p a d  the fine. 

The Goverr~rncrlt will not be feeding and keeping 
~ u i i ~ r e e  dugs Cor propie w h o  will not Leep them 
properly tcihercli at night; or in t t e  day tirne '.r~d let 
them out  to ra~i l fh  and roam and destroy other pc.)ple's 
proprrtq. live,toci , crop< and persons, arid when people 
have paid thc relevant fuiids rl~ey can tnke their d o ~ s  
aw?y again. The dogs who have rio owners, those whcl 
are roaming HI packs at nights, destroying livzstock, 
destroying crops, those are going t o  be 11p and 

dealt with and destroyed, all in a humane fashion. 

Some 3f  those dogs, Mr. Speaker, as I said before 
and I shali take the opportunity t o  say it  again, are not 
really stray dogs without owners. Some of  them are 
pedigree dogs with owners who let them out  at  nights, 
their owners not caring whether they destroy property 
or not.  All o f  that  requires some kind o f  organisation. 
Regulations have t o  be made, people have t o  know 
what they have t o  do,  what they must not d o  and 
when they must d o  i t ,  and that  is the reason for the 
speed, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I move that this Hill be now read a 
second tiille. 

Hon. C. I,. BOLDEN: I beg t o  second that.  

The question was put and resolved in thc 
c~firrnative ~ ~ ) i t h o u t  divisioiz. 

Her,. B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, I beg t o  rnove 
that Your Ho!:o~~r d o  now leave the Chair and the 
liouse go into Curn~nittee on the Bill. 

Holi. C:. I,. BULDEN: I beg t o  second that. 

f i e  questiorr was piit un(1 resolved ivr the 
afirrt~ative ruifhout division, s ~ d  Mr. SPEAKER left the 
Chair and the House went into Committee on the Bill, 
Mr. ODLE in the Chair. 

Clause l was called and passed. 

Clause 2 was called. 



Hon. H. deB. FORDE: Mr. Chairman, Sir, I rise 
just briefly to  say that the amendment being asked for 
in Clause 2 is not a typographical error, and they would 
not have been any need at all for any further action to 
be taken on the Bill if the Senate had not changed the 
Biu and this House had not passed that change without 
giving it proper consideration. 

i am saying this, Mr . Speaker, because the hon. 
member for St. Michael South West raised the question 
about the correction about the typographical errors. 
Under the Law Revision Act, every time I do  a law 
revision exercise, which should be done at the end of the 
year, I have the power at that time to  correct 
typographical errors which may appear in the law, and I 
would not therefore normally take up the correction of a 
typographical error until the end of the year so that we 
do  it globally and save the expense to  the public and the 
time of Parliament. 
5.00 p m .  

In the United Kingdorn they have brought forth a 
special BiIl giving t o  the legal draughtsmen the power to 
change typographical errors the moment it is passed by 
Parliament. That BiU was seriously criticised because its 
terms were too wide. I really do  not want to  adopt it. 
It is supposed not t o  be very good in relation t o  the 
exercise of Parliamentary scrutiny and power over 
legislation, and therefore I would not want to  adopt it.  
But outside of the Law Revision Commissioner's Act 
which was passed under the last Government, I think 
back in 1971, I have no powers t o  correct typographical 
errors, and I think so it should be because sometimes 
you can change a simple word and change the whole 
sense of what Parliament itself intended, and it is not a 
power that should be lightly given to m y  Attorney 
General no matter how well intentioned he may be. So 
I wanted to make that straight to the hon. membcr. 

Mr. SANDIFORD: W. Chairman, I think the 
Covemmcnt will have t o  accep+ responsibility for tkes e 
matters, and it is a plain simple one. I think the 
Attorney General and hon. member ;or Christ Church 
West urlderstands this. If an amendment come3 down 
from the Senate or even if the amendment is made 
&om the aoor of this House, it is a matter of 
judgemect whether the Gogemment accepts tirat 
amendment 2nd is prepared to  prsccei nn it I wwAid 
not llke titc &iscua.ir~n t c *  be p ~ :  &c t!:e 'piiei ~f 3 

system and giving thc im~ression tbat this is S G X -  

partic~llar procedure becwse an an?end.;.er't is sent t h c k  

Jnwn. therr there is some sysc:.rr, :ha; i: ~ ; l t i g t  be &?it 
v+tE ke-e in the House without :e+er~nce t 3 die IcpJ 
ddv;ce-s crf the Guverafner t .  I* i: a r a t t e r  of  judges,-cr,t 
3x1 eat?? occa~ion and if the legal officers of t$e 
C:~.~temnrcnt who sit in rhis Chamber ~s lcgd zdvisers tc 
the Government, or :c the N~nister or pt;t?n in rl,argc 
o t  the  Bill Jr  xi th.. legal iim;LnSer ,, &ty call 

themselves who sit on the backbench as well as the 
other legal personnel on the front bench and the 
Minister for Housing, if they all decide t o  accept the 
particular amendment, then yes I will say tLat because 
we go on the advice of the front bench on these 
matters that appear to  be a minor matter, and the 
Government is prepared to  go along with it, that is a 
matter for them. It is a matter o f  judgement. i do hope 
that we can dispose of this simply. It was a mistake, it 
was an error t o  have accepted it and that is that. It was 
an error of judgement, an oversight on our part. It is 
not hard t o  accept these things when they go wrong, 
but I must express my concern that in recent times 
there have been a too frequent repetition ... 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: On a point of order, I 
heard the hon. member always using the super!ative. If 
the hon. members would look through the legislation 
and tell us the too frequent occasion that they are 
referring to  in this House, I shall Le &d. On a point of 
explanation, I was making the point that there is a 

system that in my view should be improved, that it has 
operated in a particdar way and we will improve the 
system. Everybody in this House irjduding the hon. 
member sat down and passed the amendment because ii 
was a thing brought from the Other Place straigtir to  us 
in a Message from the Speaker and passed the same 
day. fi-at is the position. I have advised against that 
system. I believc it is absoluteli. right that in such 
instances where the Senate has passed that enough time 
should be allciwed for the legislation t o  go back t o  
Parliamentary counsel, and I said so. It is quite clear; it 
is not a matter of ducking out of positions, but we all 
passed ~t because we all looked at the only substantive 
point that was raised and forgot that they had amended 
what looked Iike a typographical error. The draughtsmen 
never sa;v it. What am I to  do if I did not see it? The 
systeq is wrorg and we are going t c  improve that 
systcrn, ~ n d  I give my firm undertaking t o  the kon. 
member that we will set up a system which we wiii tell 
to the House because it is about the procedure of th.: 
House. There are lcts r f things i n  rhe procedure of rhe 
House drat are n s t  satisiactory, 

Mr. SA,YDIFOI(D: The hon. meniber must not get 

too firinicky G n  :his point. I was sinlply niokinl, the 
t:(oint ?!>AT vo;i l?ave C?>C nzajsrity zrgd y oi; decided to 
F : O . ~ ~ ? ~ J  orr L!)? rr.;tttcr. I t  W&% a :ai!ufe of judgewi:i:t 
a33 that L t l , ~ ; .  1 4 r i  ncjc think shoiild :ea1;v I,~&..; 

a big th i r tg  cvzl i t ,  ai l2 if you ncw a5er :his partictlar 
u r , f ~ ~ t u c  I:C Fr:-j;cbure ctbc; p:o:edu:es art. ijtroduced, I 
th i& it wctulE hc betre:. ir;r (hi. vdho!e Hotiscl but T aril 
part of tha: brca~si .  to the hest of my knowledge I wr2s 

in the Hails? at the time as W & ,  and of cmrse who 
w o d d  be me if you have the legai pec:pIe out theri. R I ~  

you have some csf thzm out here .... 



- 
Hon. L, S. CFLAIG: Is tlie hon. member siiying 

diat the Hon. member is not a competent Attorney 
General? IS that what he is tryirg t o  imply? 

Mr. SANDIFORD: I am not implying that and I 
think the hon. member for St. Jarnes knows that he is 
competent. That is my view. I would say on &is 
particdar occasion thzt he  was not ar.d the Govemment 
was not competent. 

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, ! really 
cannot remember the occasim of this amendment, but I 
just want t o  get the procedure on this dear. f i e  hon. 
senio: member for the City of Eridgetown iiked to 
come in, not being a lawyer, and propose amendments 
m d  say let us put in this and let us put In that, and we 
have always resisted the idea of doing the work of the 
Parliamentary Draughtsmen on the floor of the House. I 

6 
haw- always warned against it. The procedure that was 
followed on this phrt;cular occasion does not appear to 
me t o  be the right procedure for this kind of 
amendment. There arc amendments sometimes in which 
there has been a misprint and the Other Place has sent 
back down and drawn it to  our attention by a Message 
from the Speaker that there has been a misprint, and 
very quickly we would agiee to it; but this is an 
ennt)ling amendment, as far as I c m  see; it is an 
amendment of substance. What bothers me is this: an 
amendment of this kind appears to  have been an 
afterthought and must have been initiated by a - 
Government member in the Other Place, otherwise if it 
was not initiated at that level, it should have gone back 
t o  the Parliamentary Counsel who would have advised 
the Cabinet whether to  accept the amendment or not, 
and then it should have been brought back down here. 

I want to  say this, Mr. Chairman. I d o  not think 

... t h a ~  every t h e  there is a typogiaphical error, apart 
from the powers of the Attorney Genera! once a year 
to ccxrec: these deftcts, rhat we ought to  indicate to  
the O h e r  Place that we are not gc+ng to  accept 
amendments t o  typographical errors sent back down on 
the same day, because that tidirb U E  the Iegislation, but 
wherl t1i.e.: gct up there piaving d~augkitsn:en and 
driaghts - it !oaks miire like draughts thar 
clrauglitsrnanship to  me -- ! rbink we have io  be v e v  
careful. So we are now inserting tlrw pdnc;ples into the 

i- BSI, and d ~ .  2 xa t ter  of fact it seem: tiidt the sertiori 
23 as orIgbdil;. v ~ - - $ t  LP 1s nqt :erttaE 33 at a!] ,  I? 11 

sonvthing cs.npletely d:ffetet;t. I can7c.t CYC*  remeratit-t 
:f I k a s  here, I d 3  rtot r i  l i lG  i i . ~ d s  I -11r not sdy i r .~  
t ! ,z t  i' I was t h ~ t  I \v>u!il hzre ~io:iceJ it a: ?aid 

t .  ar:e-ttic rr a+ :!*; r patrncirl.ar 7uccture. het.-l S w4en 

?mendmefit; cornr from t h t  othei pldce uc''d!iY they are 
of a verbal r~atttre wherc t ' n ~ i -  is 7. correcrl~n in 
punctuation or a ?tatter oi that kind, 
5.333 p.m 

I think that in any event I would like t o  say this 
t o  my colleagues, that whether they are lawyers or not, 
all of us are t o  biame; you cannot blame the Attorney 
General alone; we are all Parliamentarians and when we 
come in here we profess .to have a certain amount of 
expertise in the passing of legislation, I know that this 
would not have escaped the notice of one of the greater 
Parliamentarians we have had, the late T. T. Lewis, the 
once junior member for ?he City. So I don't think we 
can say we are not lawyers and have to  depend on the 
Attorney General t o  lead kindly light amid tlie 
encirc!ir~g gloom. There is no gloom over this side as far 
as I a.n concerned; the gloom may be on the other 
side. And all I am asking is that if we sit down in here 
and make a mistake, it is the mistake of all of  us and 
we are all equally culpable in allowing it to pass. So let 
us hope it does not happen again. And I would like t o  
tell the hon. Attorney General we don't always see eye 
to eye - but if I was absent I am t o  blame, and if I 
was present I am doubly t o  blame. 

The question that Clause 2 stnrrd part was put mzd 
resoll~eed in the affirmative without division. 

Cbrz the motion of Hon. B. A. MILLER, seconded 
by Hon. H. deB. FORilE, hfr. CHAIRMAN reported the 
passin2 of one Bill in Committee and Mr. SPEAKER 
resumed the Chair and reported accordingly. 

On the separate motions of Hon. B. A. MILLIER, 
seconded by Hon. H. deB. E'OlWE, the Bill was read a 
third time and passed. 

BILL TO AMEND HOTELS AND 
RESTAURANTS (SALES TAX) 

ACT, 1974 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, this 
is a Budgetary measure that has taken some time to  . . 

come before the House because there was some 
difficulty as to  definitions, particularly the definition of 
guest house, and therefori: &ere are two Acts that have 
to  bc amended t~ effect the purpose of the Budget 
which wks to  apply the existing Iiotel and Restaurant 
saies tax to g u s t  houses and not restrict its application 
oniy to rriajor hotels. Some of these places catalogxed 
and characterized as guest houses have a large number 
of roonls. Therc are a number o t  places that cdl 
i ~ e ~ n s e ~ v e s  p e s t  houses and according to  my 
irC03-nl~ti~n are treated as guest ho~!ses. One place in 

Bay Strezi has twenty two beds; anotiier h3s twenty; 
one has eighteen; thecc are several with sixteen beds. 
Thi: iine i am thinking of in Bay Street if it  has 22 
beas : don't think these beds are contained in more than 
f o ~ t r  3: Eve r L G m s .  I d o  not know if the hor,. r~ember  
f ~ r  h Jdrn~s who ha% some familiarity wi.): the 
prernt s can enlighten me further. 



Thcre is one slight addition in the Act now b e f ~ r c  
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The apartment hotels o f  course, Sir, have I beg t o  move that this Bill be read a second 

are dready categorized as hotels. Sunset Crest, for 
example, is listed as an apartment hotel and has no less Hon. L. B. BMTWWAITE: I beg t o  second that. 

- 
the House. We have alsc taken general power t o  cnllect 
the Hotel and Restaurant Sales Tax at large from 
everybody; because the Commissioner of Inland Revenue 
has been having some trouble; and we are including a 
provision for  the unpaid tax certificate system. In other 
words, when the inspectors of the Commissioner of  

then 1,453 beds. 

This has some difficulty in conceptualizing 
the necessary amendments and this is the reason that it 
has taken so long t o  prepare this !egislation. We have 
not therefore sou&t t a  back date the tax t o  B u d g t  
day -- an obvious impossibility anyhow since d ~ e  p e s t s  
have long gone. ~ u t  the public must be gken notice 
that the effect~ve date is tornorro* November 3 ,  1978. 

from tomorrow guest houses will have to coUect 
from their guests the hotel and rcitaurant sA:s tax. 

qotel  Association 11 is 6-cn duly iniorrned and l 

Inland Revenue go around t o  the hotels and find that 
they have not been paying their taxes, we d o  not have 
t o  rely on the relatively cumbersome procedure of  
suing. We wiil be abie to  file arz unpaid tax certificate 

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, I am most 
grateful t o  see at last a definition o f  "guest house". 
There is a problem which we experience h the area o f  
Health which is not unccmnccted with this business o f  . 
the taxing of hotels ind reataurdnts - in partiLular 

m p e s t  houses s?d hottis.  You wou!d be surprised to 
know, Mr. Speaker, ihar: some of  these would do 
anything in thcu  powet, riotwithstanding the 50 or 60 
beds within their b~dls ,  to  deny that  they are in fa i t  
guest h o ~ i ~ p s  or 'noteis. -is has a bearing upon Heplth, C 

Sir. because morc often char. r,ct the conditions. the 

in the same way as  we can in cases of income tax. 
After the expiry o f  seven days it  has the same effect as 
the judgment o f  the court in which it is registered, plus 
interest and plus reasonable costs. It is a valuable 
power, Sir, and one that has been found necessary in 
the rnaTter o f  income tax; and I see no reason why if 

hepc 2nd t,i:s: that & those iespons:b?r w11l t ~ k c  notc. i n s a n i t t ~  co,ld,tions 1~11;rh obtain in their PU-c.dIeri 
iorels  l>r gp~;i  i o , ~ s ? b  bri-li: niir tourist intiostry Into 

Barbadians have t o  suffer under the unpaid tax 
certificate system that t!!e iizdividuds who own the 
hotels should also nut have t o  put up with it. 

J U : ~  t o  mention the ncx: I t e v  - we had tc define 

yjest houses now and we th-iefore have tu  inriudc a 

int tile same time we are also taking power ra 
l tmit  a penalty under the new section 14AC1: it, rases 
lvhcre there is a genuine excuse for fa~lure t o  pay the 

F f ~ t e l  or Restaurant Sdes Tax. We will now be taking 
the power to  remit that in the same way the Miniscer 
has power t o  remit penalties under the Income TIX Act 
-- penalties for late collection of  PAYE and so on, and 
~ e n a l t i e s  at large. I d o  not  think that this matter should 
be controversial, Mr. Speaker, but o f  course if there are 
any questions on  which I can assist hon. members I will 
be glad to d o  so. 

~ e r l Q u s  i;bripute. 

a~;d p e s t  Ilout*es co go 31nlicenced. It is not  uncommon 
for cettain guest houses, aqd F;articdarly on the South 
Coast of this Island for people t o  put ordinary 
mattresses down ou the floor. sometime eight or 10 in 
a row, and take money from tourists for  this kind of  
accomniodation. ~t is not uncommon t o  find one 
b a t h r ~ o m  serving 20 or  25 people. 

raving riause in the next Bill to cumc u p ,  the 1,dxdfurJ i 3r.d Tenapts Registration 13111. In case anybudy ~ s k s  i f  I hxve nv,v had aince this year, Mr. Spcaker, 

the) ~ V I U  have to pay both taxes, the answer i i  1 1 o .  / certaia yl,iuers n i  .lo>ure o f  eating housrs, businesses 

5 20 pdn. and p c \ t  h o ~ r s e ~ ;  and I am , l ispsted t o  discover that 
there ],as been a 19:iC! p r a c t i ~ e  in  this country for hotels 

Mr. SPEAKEK: Not all at the same time? 

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Yes, Mr. Speaker. That 
is not i~nknown,  Sir. All that and other  natural and 
unnatural practices take place. One o f  these houses is 
before the court now, Mr. Speaker, I will not  comment m 
on  it. I intend t o  crack down on them befoxe the 
official winter season opens this year. The Ministry of  
Health through i.ts public health inspectors intends t o  d o  
something t o  clean up  this situation; and I am happy * to  see this because now w7e are going t o  identify certain . 
houses. 

I t  is riot unknown for a public health inspector to 
go into n house where thcre ale 20 rooms and maybe - 
40 bedi;. and f o ~  ,L ger,tlen~zrl or lady to say that this is m 
not a gnrst house. All o f  these peop!c here are friends 
- m \  fnend. :ny frieod's friend and friends o f  friends. 
So, as I hare said i am happy t o  see this legislation, 
Mr. Speaker, because same o f  the hidden guest houses 
and hidden hotels which I cannot now properly identify 
wiil have t o  identify themseltes. The definition of a 
"guest house" will be useful to  me because I have had 
a situation where we were dealing with a lodging house 
which is an d d  and archaic concept; bu t  the modern 
guest house is very well defined here, and I am happy h 

t o  see it. 



A 

I want  to  give 3 warning t o  these p e s t  houses 
and hotels that I will not  hesitate t o  invoke the closure 
legislation ana  other aixenues wkich are open to me to 
force them t o  put their houses in crder as far as pubiii 
h e d t h  is concerned. ?%?re arc not only sanitary 
conditions obtained in these guest houses and hotels but 
there is sewage going into the sea and all of  that. This 
has t o  be cleaned up. We cannot have a situation where 
magazines and newspapers will draw attention t o  the - 
fact that  this kind o f  situation obtains in the Barbados 
Tourist Industry. 

Mr. WARD: Mr. Speaker, i d o  nc t  believe that 
any member of  this House would not agree with this 
legislation for the extension o f  the  Hotel Tax t o  the 
smaller properties, because I believe that the Prime 
Min-ster had them in mind when h e  brought this 
legislation before Parliament last year; but it  was 

- defined clearly. It  is in order also t o  say that  most o f  
the  visitors coming t o  Barbadas riever understand the 
fact that this is a very sm& place and they pay the 8% 
tax without question; and therefore I am sure that 
members will support this tax. 

As regards what the Minister o f  Health has just 
mentioned, I d o  nor think that she would mind me 
mentioning that it was a letter that came from the 
administration o f  the Board o f  Tourism t o  t h e  Ministry 
of  Health drawing to their attention that these bad 
conditions exist in certain places. I have t o  say this, 
because since nobody will b!ow our t rumpet ,  I think 
that we will have t o  blow it ourselves. We see that they 
have taken action on  these lines. In a number of  
properties on  the Silver Sands Coast, it is not very nice - .  

to see people using tents when the hotel is full and this 
kind o f  thing. This is most undesirable. 

* Mr. SPEAKER: I take it  that  this is the sea-egg 
problem. 

Mr. WARD: I ~70uid  al,c like to  say to  the 
Ministry o f  H e d t h  that t h e y  should look seriously into 
what js Secomirg a corrii~:on practice with visitars from 
Earope who come here believing rkat we  will permit 

. them to bse tents on  tl;,: beach and what have you.  
Not only does i: create the passibility o f  ulrne, bu t  it 
dso  has sanitary prolilenrs This %land t)f Barbados 
codd w:ll do without tbi5 type of  tour:st. As a rnatter 
~f fzst what we :vatit ?L. do i s  ro sei! our i a d u s t y  u p  
and nor d(,wii. 
5.3C' p,ni. 

It is not  :as).. I t  is :lot an eacj- prohierr, to face 
UD t o  but i f  you etin.hbatc these hdhi tat~ons that they 
bke they will go elsewhere so the .h%nirtql of Health 
s t i ~ ~ i d  get 6111 marks fur their move in diis ,!rrcctic.n. 

I would like to  draw one Inore thing to the 
atten:ion o f  the Ministry of  H r d t h  which we  have t o  
look into and that is the laundry o f  Hotels. Mr. 
Speaker, we are getting about 300,000 visitors a year 
now and we know for sure that X amount, 1 d o  not 
know what the X represerits, o f  people that  are going 
t o  hdve one disease or  another and therefore Hotels 
should be forced by law t o  send their laundry to be  
laundered at places which have the equipment t o  d o  it 
in a sanitary condition. Many Hotels want t o  get away 
by  sending it  u p  the road t o  the Laundrcmat o r  the 
wife doing it  home, or somebody doing it in a tub. 

This is something that Government has t o  look 
into. Just as they look into the kitchens, they will have 
t o  look into the laundry. Every place that  accepts 
guests will have t o  send their laundry t o  a place that  
has the proper equipment and the laundry itself is only 
t o o  happy t o  show people around. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if you will bear with me, I 
want t o  mention one more thing in regard t o  laundry 
that  really does not come u p  right now, but  I mention 
it because the opportunity is here. A multi-national 
organisation who owns a very large laundry in Barbados 
is going around this country signing up  contracts with 
large Hotels at almost ridiculous rates arid pushing small 
laundries out  o f  business. I have spoken t o  a few of the 
Hoteliers but I can understand their position because 
they are concerned with dollars and cents, but we the 
Government are concerned with more than dollars and 
cents, although we are concerned with that as well. We 
are concerned that  the small Barbadian owned laundries 
are getting their fair share o f  the business, so  I will just 
leave that with the appropriate authorities. 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I beg t o  move 
that this Bill be now read a second time. 

Hon. ti. deB. FOI1DE: 1 Leg t o  second that. 

l%e question wac p t  and resolved 111 the 
afi-irrnative without division. 

Kt, i ion. J. M. G. M. RI)AMS: Mr. Speaker, ! beg 
to move that Your Honour d o  now leave the Chair and 
thz House go into Cornm~ttee on the Bill. 

Flon. de8. FORDE: I beg to second that.  

q u ~ ~ t i o n  u8as put and resallad in the 
a f f rn l~ t l t~e  without div:sii?r:, arid Mr. S?EAKER left the 
Chair und t h r 7  HOEISC went iuts Corumittee on the Bill, 
MT. OQf E in the dioir .  



Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: In moving that 
Clause 6 stand part, I again, Sir, would draw t o  the 
attention of all concerned that this Act comes into 
force tomorrow. In due course when it is passed ancl 
assented t o  it will have been in force as from the 1st 
November. This is the effect of Clause 6, Sir. As from 
tomorrow the Guest Houses can start collecting the 
Hotel and Restaurant Sdes Tax. 

I beg to move that this Clause stand part. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: I beg to  second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the 
affirmative without division. 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I 
beg to move that Your Honour do now report the 
passing of one Bill in Committee. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the 
affirmative without division and Mr. CHAIRMAN 
reported to Mr. SPEAKER who resumed the Chair and 
reported accordingly. 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I beg 
to  move that this Bill be now read a third time. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: I beg to second that. 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I beg 
to  move that this Bill do now pass and be cited as the 
Hotels and Restaurant (Sales Tax) (Amendment) Act, 
1978. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: I beg t o  second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the 
affirmative without division. 

THE LANDLORD AND TENANT (REGISTRATION1 
OF TENANCIES) ACT, 1977 

Mr. SPEAKER: Iten No. 15 stands in the name of 
the Rt. Hon. Prime Minister, to move the second 
reading of a Bi to  amend the Landlord and Tenant 
(Registration of Tenancies) Act, 1977. 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: This is a very 
simple Act, Sir. It redefines premises to  exclude Guest 
Houses as defined by the Act we have just passed, so 
that persons who just have a house and wish to rent it 
out they can decide either to  rent it out on a landlord 
and tenants basis in which case they register it under 
this Act o r  if they are taking in lodgers their register it 
:S a ~ u e s t  House. They wodd not be able t 3  get away 

as a Guest House. They would not be able to  get away 
by saying it is not one or the other. 

I beg to  move that this Bill be now read a second 
time. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: I beg t o  second that. 

f i e  question that the Bill be read a second time 
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

On the motion of Rt. Hon. J .  M. G. M. ADAMS, 
seconded by Hon. L. S. CRAIG, Mr. SPEAKER left the 
Chair and the I-louse went into Committee on the Bill, 
Mr. ODLE in the Chair. 
5.40 p.m. 

Clauses 1, 2 and 3 were called and passed. 

On the motion of Rt. Hon. J .  M. G. M. ADAMS, 
seconded by Hon. L. S. CRAlG, Mr. CHAIRMAN 
reported the passing of one Bill in Committee and Mr. 
SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported accordingly. 

On separate motions of Rt. Hon. J.  M. G. M. 
ADAMS, seconded by Hon. L. S. CRAIG, the Bill was 
read a third time and passed. 

RESOLUTION TO ACQUIRE LAND AT 
CHALKY MOUNT, ST. ANDREW 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 12 stands in the name of 
the Hon. Minister of Housing and Lands to  move the 

, passing of a Resolution to approve the compulsory acqui- 

1 sition of land at Chalky Mount, St. Andrew, for soil con- 
servation purposes. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, this Resolution 
seeks rhe approval of Parliament t o  acquire a parcel of 
land in the amount of 2.18 acres in the parish of St. 
Andrew for the construction of a soil conservation unit. 
The land was owned by... 

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: On a point of order, the 
document that was circulated said 2.018, but I know it 
has to  be a mistake for the hon. member I think has also 
been misled by the printers because it is not 2.18 acres, it 
is 2.018. I hope the hon. member does not mind the 
interruption. Even the newspapers had it as 2,000 acres. 
That is practically the whole of St. Andrew. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, I was coming t o  
that because I saw the report in the newspaper and 
myself had a look at the file again. When I saw this 2,000 
acres of land I was a bit surprised. However it is 2.018 
acres of land t o  be acquired at Chalky Mount in St. 
Andrew. The purpose of this is for a soil conservation 
unit in the light of  a problem which the Chalky Mount 
 mixed Schooi was having, and the Ministry ofAgriculture 



recommended that the land be acquired so as t o  avoid 
additional slippage. 

1 do not believe, Mr. Speaker, that this Resolution 
should be in any way controversial. I think the 
Addendum is quite clear, the necessary notices have been 
sent out, it has been gazetted on 18th September and 
frorn the office of  the Attorney General we have had his 
input. 

.. 
I beg to  move that this Resolution do  now pass. 

Hon. L. B. BRATHWAITE: Mr. Speaker, in 
seconding this Resolution, I should like to make one or 
two brief points not only in my capacity as Minister of 
Agriculture but as representative of  the constituency of  
St. Andrew. 

The acquisition of this land has become necessary as 
a resdt  of a number of problems which were being 
experienced at the Chalky Mount School, and the 
Government at some stage had t o  pay compensation to  
the owner of the land, Mr. Frederick Boyce, as a result of 
damage done t o  this banana crops there. I want t o  say 
that this was a matter which was long drawn out and 
pre-dated our time in Government. We have however been 
able to meet the satisfaction of Mr. Boyce in respect of  
compensation for the damage to his crop, and the 
Government was advised that in the area of land adjoining 
the school should be acquired from Mr. Boyce in order to 
stabilise the area surrounding the Chalky Mount School 
and at  the same time to  assist in carrying out massive 
plans of stabilisation within the area of Chalky Mount. 

I am happy to  report t o  this Honourable House and 
to  the nation that as a result of acquisition and 
stabilisation work in the area at the mouth of the Chalky 
Mount slope leading on to  Corbin's Village or Lakes as it 
is well known and down into ~ e l l e ~ l a i n e  that the soil 
conservation has started to  carry out  a massive 
reclamation scheme, and very shortly the soil conservation 
will be utilising large areas of land that were once the 
object of sloppage and to  grow fruit trees in that area. I 
certainly would welcome an opportunity t o  have members 
of this Parliament and members of the country largely t o  
come into St. Andrew and t o  observe what is being done 
there by the Soil Conservation Unit. (Asides). The 
Barbados Labour Party started the action within the St. 
Andrew area. Nobody would seek to  deny that. As a 
matter of fact, we have brought benefits to that area; we 
have done things in that area that the former Government 
had failed to do by way of making the workers 
permanent down there when in truth and in fact the 
last Government failed to do this, and it is very surprising 
and very disheartening when one can hear unkind remarks 
made about the hon. member for St. Joseph who in his 
capacity as Minister of Agriculture did a very great service 
t o  this country by focusing attention on the probiems in 

the St. Andrew area, and it is only when you go down 
there t o  recognise what has been done within the past 
two years that you realise the massive amount of work 
which was done by my hen. colleague and friend, the 
Hon. Minister of  Communications and Works. This 
conservation scheme which will go a long way t o  
stabilising the area of Chalky Mount ... the Hon. Leader of 
the Opposition is gargling something, Sir. I do  not know 
what it is. 

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: I said it is two acres of 
land and we have no  objection. The hon. member who 
introduced it made ... 

Mr. SPEAKER: There are two hon. members on 
their feet. 

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: I rose on a point of 
order. The hon. Minister introduced the Resolution quite 
properly, he accepted it and it is only two acres of land. 
It does not call for this big long-winded speech. That is 
all I said. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is still the Minister's privilege. 
5.50 p.m. 

Hon. L. B. BRATHWAITE: I do not think the fact 
that I am here will be a joy to the hon. member who has 
just sat down; and since I am here it is my right t o  speak, 
the attitude of the hon. member notwithstanding And 
since we are dealing with two acres of land in Barbados 
and land -in my constituency, that gives me the right t o  
speak. It is my duty to  point out the problems within the 
area and ,give this House the background as t o  why these - 

two acres - in fact it is more than two acres, it is 2.018 
acres - and it is a precious piece of the soil of St. 
Andrew that the' Government has acquired for 
stabilization of the area. 

The question that the Resolution do now p a s  was 
put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

BILL TO AMEND CERTAIN ENACTMENTS 

RELATING TO PENSIONS 

The thirteenth Order was called - To move the 
second Reading o f  the Bill to amend certain enactments 
relating to pensions. 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, earlier 
today - although I must not refer t o  Gazetted debates in 
the same session - but earlier today I think I heard about 
how long it was taking to  give people severance pay. That 
was refuted when it was pointed out that the people got 
their wages last month and will be in a position t o  get 
their severance pay within five weeks of leaving work. I 
do  not believe that West Indies Hospitd Sweepstakes has 
yet paid its workers severance pay, and that is a c o u ~ i e  of 



years ago. Perhaps hon. members instead of  reproving the 
hon. member for St. Thomas should be reproving the 
unsuccessful candidate for St. Thomas in respect of 
severance pay. Now that we  have severed teachers and 
given those who have in fact left the service - for even 
since the House was last briefed on this matter I have 
been advised that  some o f  them have - one told 
me last Saturday that she has just got her last subject and 
is now a qualified teacher - which means incidentally 
that as far as I know the figures quoted by the Barbado: 
Union o f  Teachers in an advertisement in the Press in 
which they distributed their bucks evenly between the 
Barbados Workers Union, the Nationai Union of Public 
Workers, the Barbados Secondary School Teachers 
Association and then behind them gave the Government a 
small stick. The figures they quoted of $319 a month are 
untrue because there is n o  teacher left in the service who 
will receive other than pay suitably augmented by 
qualification. 

But it  has been necessary to  amend the General 
Pensions Act - more than one Pensions Act - we have 
had t o  amend by schedule on this occasion the Casual 
Employees Pensions Act, the Pension Regulation, Public 
Employees Pension Regulation Act, the Secondary S c h ~ o l  
Teachers Pensions Act, the Statutory Board Casual 
Employees Pensions Act, etc., and all these Acts had t o  
be amended to provide that where severance is paid in 
respect of  a period of  service that if the employee is again 
employed under conditions that would give rise t o  
pensionable emoluments the earlier years for which he has 
received severance pay cannot be taken into account. This 
is necessary because the Severance Pay Act does not 
generally apply t o  Government and the safety provision 
of  the Severance Payment Act itself cannot apply t o  these 
special ad hoc cases. Honourable members can read the 
Schedule and see that each Act is being amended in a 
different way; compensation ib paid out of money voted 
hy Parliament, b u t  the Pension .Act itself - we are taking - 
the new Section 8(aj  saying that ' k h e r e  temporaw 
employmen: is terminated for n o  less than two years o f  
service the Minister in any case where he considers it 
appropriate acthorize the payment of compensation t o  
chat person." This should nor. he taken t o  mean that wr are 

now generally giving an opportunity oi' severance under 
conditions more favo:~rable than those provided t; the 
Severance Payments Act, 1101. indeed is tftcre any generai 
expenditure of the Sel-crarkcc ?aymt-nt Act Ly the 

Governmer;?. 
One of the chief reasons for that wouid be what 1 

hope tile hon. rnemher for St. Lucy wouid applaud, 
wi:'.-h b that the Seueran:,e Payment Act 1s so 
;orrlpfic,r:d that in the end tbe wheels of the Civi! 
- .  
.,c-ri-.ct- rcay turn a iiit!e faster than the wheels of the 
i:ii~*rts or tribtlnal and the c-ounscl and trade union 
:idvise:.s whc  h:ive to niaiie thcir  way through the maze of 
r ~ ~ d a ? i o ; i s  ;.ihic!- th .  last C;r,v'*-~ti~-rnr. 1r.tt for us in tht 
.;r:.?rancr i'ayn:,.n: k: . 

I commend this Act t o  hon.  members. It is both an 
enabling and restricting piece of  legislation and I think i e  
wU1 make much easier the task o f  dealing eqcitably with 
persons who have found themselves in Gvvzrnrnent service 
who under the previous regime could expect nothing if 
they were laid aff after temporary service but who will 
now be given an opportunity t o  get something. But at the 
same time we arc protecting the revenue by cnsuricg that 
they d o  not get it both ways - severance pay for a 
couple of  years o f  service and then pension for those 
same years at  some future date. 

Mr. Speaker, I beg t o  move that this Bill be now 
read a second time. 

Hon. H. &B. FORDE: Mr. Speaker, I beg t o  second 
that. 

The question that the Bill be read a second time 
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

(h the motion of Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS, 
seconded by Hon. H. deB. FORDE, the House went into 
Committee on the Bill, Mr. ODLE in the Chair. 

Clases I and 2 were called and passed. 
6.00 p.m. 

The question that Clause 2 stand part was put and 
resolved in the affirmative without division. 

The question that the Schedule stand part of the 
 ill was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

The question that the CHAIRMAN report the 
passing of one Bill in Committee was put and resolved in 
the a,f,firmatiue without division. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN reported, and Mr. SPEAKER 
resumed the Chair, and reported accordingly. 

Rt. Hon. J. M, G. M, ADA,hSi Mr. Speaker, I beg 
t o  move that this Bill be now read a third time. 

Her. IJ. dcE. FO'WE: I beg t o  second thar, 

The questim was put a r i  resolved in tlle 
ajP,,natioe withctit 12ivisioc. 

Rt. Hon. 2. M. G. M. ADAMS: 'i heg tn m o w  that 
this Bill do now pass. 

Ifoa. H. &B. FCsTU3E: I beg to second that. 



- Hon. i. S. CKAiG: Mr. Speaker, I beg t o  move that 

i h d e r  No. 2 be the next Order of the Day. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 2 is the instant Order of 
the Day. 

BILL T O  GRANT AN ADDITIONAL SUM O F  
MONEY OUT O F  THE CONSOLIDATED FUND 

The Second Order of  the Day was called - Second 
Reading of  a Bill t o  grant an additional sum of  money 
out of  the Consolidated Fund and appropriate the same 
for the service of the Island for the financial year ended 
31st March, 1978. 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, this is 
a very straightforward Bill. It  is a supplementary 
appropriation consolidating supplements during the  last 
financial year, and I beg t o  move that this Bill be now - read a second time. 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: I beg t o  second that. 

f i e  question was put and resolved in the 
affirmative without division. 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I beg 
t o  move that  Your Honour d o  now leave the Chair and 
the House go into Committee on  the Bill. 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: I beg t o  second that .  

The question was put and resolved in the 
affimative without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House went 
inro Committee on the Bill, Mr. ODLE in the Chair. 

On separate motion of Rt. Hon. 1. M. G. M .  
ADAMS seconded by Hon. H. deR. FORDE, Clauses l t o  
4 inclusive of the  ill were called and passed. 

The Schedule was called and passed. 

The Preamble to the Bill was called and passed. 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I beg 
t o  move that you d o  now report the passing of oneBil1 in 
Committee. 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: I beg t o  second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the 
affirmative without division. 

Mr. CfJAIRMAIV reported, and Mr. SPEAKER 
resumed the Chair and reported accordingly. 

On separate mgtions of  Rt.  ilon. 1. M. G. M .  
ADZ4MS seconded by Hon. H. deR. FORDE the Bill was 
read a third time and passed. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, I beg t o  move that 
Order No. 3 be the insta'nt Order of  Government 
Business. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 3 is the instant Order of  
the Day. 

BILL T O  MAKE PROVISION RESPECTING 
PROPERTY 

The third Order of the Day was called - A Bill t o  
make provisions respecting property. 

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, when we 
last discussed Order No. 3, my time had not expired 
when I was speaking. I understand that the Other Place 
has proposed that these bits of  real property and ancil!ary 
legislation numbers 3,  4,  5, 6, 7 and 8 should be referred 
t o  a Joint Committee of both Houses; and in the 
circumstances I would like t o  recommend t o  the Hon. 
Attorney General that if this is the wish of  the Other 
Place, perhaps this would be  the most advantageous 
manner t o  deal with the legislation. 

He has already made a very good introduction, and 
I d o  not think that there is anything controversial; but I 
think that a Joint Committee o f  both Houses would 
probably be able t o  deal with the technical aspects of  the 
Bills more adequately than we would by  just standing on  
our feet here and trying t o  discuss the merits or demerits. 
I make that recommendation. I have nothing that I could 
usefully add on my feet, but  I think I would be  able t o  
celebrate better if I was made a member o f  the Joint 
Committee. In that  dase I would be willing t o  serve. 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: Sir, basically the 
Government has no objection t o  a Joint Committee with 
the Other Place; and indeed would welcome an all-party 
representation on the Committee with some independent 
members. I hope that those members who serve on the 
Committee will realise that there will be a time limit in 
which the Bills should be returned. In fact, d l  the Legal 
Draftsmen will be available, particularly as I said, Mr. 
Thomas who did most o f  the Bills with Professor Marshall 
and who will be available t o  hon. members. 
6.10 p m .  

Professor Marshall is going t o  be here, Sir, a b o ~ i t  the 
first or second week in December. He will be available for 
consultations on any part of  the Bill. 1 had hoped that he 
could have been here earlier but he has certain 
commitments so he cannot gct here before. I have 
personally no objections, Sir. 



We would like t o  bring into effect three of the Bids 
in January, 'those except the compulsory legislation until 
we get the legislation ready. I do  not know if hon. 
members want a full second reading on all of the Bills but 
if the hon. member wants to move it 1 would move that. 
this House would constitute a Select Committee together 
with the Senate on this Bill and that the following 
persons be named as members of the Committee. I would 
like to  begin with the Leader of the House who is very 
knowledgeable on land Law. 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I think the form of 
motion is that this House do apoint m embers of the 
House to sit with members of the Other Place as a Joint 
Select Committee on this Bill and I respectfully suggest 
that if hon. members do not disagree with the principle 
of this property and related matters legislation that we 
give all the Bills a second reading so that they can all be 
referred to one Select Committee. 

I myself feel, for example, that the Charities Bill 
could be passed whether we had a new Property Act or 
not, but the Attorney General would prefer that all be 
dealt with seriatim. 1 think they should all go to one 
Select Committee otherwise we will take an age one after 
another referring these Bills to Select Committees; then 
we have to give each one a second reading. 

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: With all due respect, Sir, 
I do not think this is correct procedure subject to  Your 
Honour's ruling because I think after they come from the 
Select Committee they are given a third reading. f i e y  are 
not given a second reading. This a peculiar arrangement 
that they have. The Select Committee I think is regarded 
as the second reading, but I do not think that we give it a 
second reading. Do you mean we give them a second 
reading here? I am a bit uncertain as to that procedure, 
but I will be guided by the Chair, not by you. 

Hon. C. L. BOLDEN: Mr. Speaker, the Hon. Leader 
of the Opposition said he will not be guided by me. 

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: I will be guided by the 

Chair and not by you, that is correct procedure. 

Hon. C. L. BOLDEN: That is correct procedure. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Two hon. members are on their 
feet, please sit down. 

Hon. C. L. BOLDEN: I would never want to lead 
the Hon. Leader of the Opposition because ... 

Mr. SPEAKER: Wiu the hon. Minister please take 
his seat. 

Hon. C. L. BOLDEN: On what gounds,  Sir? Am I 
not entitled to  talk' now, Sir? I am very serious about 

this. if Mr. Speaker, you tell me I cannot talk and I must 
sit down ... 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister is to be led by 
the Chair. Nobody is trying to  prevent the Minister from 
speaking, but the Chair must rule eventually on the 
matter and I intend to do  so now. 

Hon. C. L. BOLDEN: But, Mr. Speaker, are you 
saying you intend to  rule when an issue has been raised 
about the procedure which will be adopted if the Bill 
goes to  a Select Committee? That is all I want to find 
out. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister rose and started 
to address the Chair as to  who should lead who and who 
he would not lead and things of that sort, totally 
irrelevant to what is before this Honourable House. These 
Items under reference must be first given their second 
reading and then the reference to a Select Committee can 
be made, but they must first have their second reading. 

I would like to draw the attention of all hon. 
members. In the case of Items 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, the 
Hon. Attorney General must first move his motion for 
second reading. On doing so, any hon. member who 
wishes to  make a contribution in the second reading is 
entitled to do  so, but after all of those Bill have had a 
second reading, then the reference can be made to  a 
Select Committee. 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Are you inviting 
members to speak on a second reading, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not invite, I just remind 
, members of their rights. 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: In speaking very 
briefly, there is just one thing. The Government is 
anxious to  have as wide a range of opinion of handling 
these matters as possible. I can remember sitting on a ... 

Mr. SPEAKER: I take it, Mr. Prime Minister, you 
are now making you second reading. 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: That is correct. I 
can remember sitting on a Select Committee with the 
Leader of the Opposition and I can testify to  the interest 
which he brought t o  the matter and I am sure that for 
example with him on a Select Committee, that the matter 
will be properly ventilated with the other hon. members 
who I see whose names the Attorney General have down 
here, but we have a timetable and I will appeal to  hon. 
members t o  come out to  the Select Committee, as we 
have had difficulties with attendances at Select 
Committees in the past. 

I remember that ten or eleven years ago, Sir, when 
the Income Tax Bill Select Committee was on, Sir, that 



the hon. member for 'St. John was a faithful attendant 
and punctual and I hope that all hon. members on  both 
sides will obey the same precinct and report back within 
a reasonable time because the Government has t o  get - 
some o f  these Bills through this year and we really want 
them all o n  the Statute Book at  an early stage. 

This is the first major attempt t o  deal with the law 
of the land since the  settlement o f  Barbados. I mean 
there are pieces o f  land in Barbados which, believe it  o r  
not, have never changed hands. There were granted and 
have never been advanced since and the law has advanced 
very little since those days. The history is known very 
well, Sir. 
6.20 p.m. 

We want t o  wipe it  all out  and make a new star t  
next year. If this Parliament does nothing else, members 
can at least say they modernised the law of land, 
something that is very important t o  Barbados and will be 
a monument  to  all o f  us in here within the year 2100 far 
less the year 2000. So let  us really apply ourselves t o  
these jobs. A Select Committee is an excellent vehicle t o  
deal with it ,  but  it  must work, and I think that the public 
as a whole will applaud us all if we can really get these 
sills through and get them into operation and modernise 
the way Barbadians can hold their principal resource. 

Mr. SANDIFORD: Mr. Speaker, I think I have a 
right t o  speak on the second reading. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I did not seek t o  deny you, but  it  
seems as if you are lending your ear to  the Hon. Leader 
of  the Opposition. 

Mr. SANDIFORD: No, I will be guided by you,  Mr. 
Speaker. 

On this particular measure, we have heard speeches 
and we have heard from the Prime Minister indicating the 

very important nature of  this piece of legislation. It is 
with a certain temerity that I speak on  this particular 
measure which seems t o  be one cut out  specially for 
Attorneys-at-Law, but  I would like t o  make a point, and 
it  is a general point that I wish t o  make in view o f  the 
very far-reaching effect which I believe this piece of  
legislation will have on  the economic and social life of  
this country, and it is that this legislation will affect each 
piece o f  land in this country. 

I believe there must be  106,000 acres in Barbados, 
48,000 hectares I am told, but whatever i t  is these sets o f  
bills that we are going t o  deal with will affect each 
particular holding in this country, and as such it is of  
deep concern t o  those who own land as well as t o  those 
who hope t o  own land, and I am merely throwing out a 
suggestion here in terms of  dealing with this typc o f  
fundamental legislation which will affect people, and the 

people themselves may not be aware o r  fully aware of the 
implications o f  what we may be doing. This is not meant 
t o  be any criticism of  the Government, but  I am making 
a general point as far as the introduction o f  fundamental 
legislation of  this type is concerned. I d o  hope that  in 
future some device or  mechanism might be worked out  
whereby in cases where the people as a whole are t o  be 
fundamentally affected that there could be some wide 
measure or consultation before such legislation or  before 
Parliament decides on  such legislation. 

Note what we are doing here. We are changing o r  
about t o  change, if Parliament agrees, the method of  land 
ownership in this country. We are about t o  get different 
methods whereby ownership o f  land will be ascertained, a 
new system of  registration. Mr. Speaker, i t  will affect you 
as a substantial property holder in this country; it will 
affect, Mr. Speaker, those persons in your constituency 
who may own 200 acres o f  land as well as those persons 
who may own only an eighth o f  an acre of land; it will 
affect those persons who arc hoping through some will o r  
bequest t o  own land. So when I say it  is fundamental I 
mean it  is going t o  eouch a whole range o f  people and a 
whole range of interest, and I d o  hope that in future if 
we are dealing with legislation of  this typc in order t o  
improve our  democratic processes that we could devise 
some means before any definitive decisions are taken of  
informing the people of  what may be involved. 

As I indicated, this is nat  meant t o  be a measure o f  
criticism of  the Government. I am looking at our 
fundamental democratic processes whereby sorne form of  
consultation on these matters might take place. 

In introducing this measure the Attorney General 
did indicate that he believes it will take about ten t o  
fifteen yeats t o  get t.he new system fully operational. I d o  
hope that his forecast proves t o  be correct. I have my 
doubts about that.  I believe in the United Kingdom, the 
first attempt t o  bring In this type of  legislation started 
somewhere back in 1862 and by 1925 the matter had not 
reached a very far stage arrti qew legslation had t o  be  
brought in, and I believe the major legislation dealing 
with land registration is the 1925 legislation. I speak o f  
course subject t o  correction from thc land lawyers or 
however they call then~selves on the other side. I believe 
that substantially the measure that is before us owes a lot 
in gencralogy t o  the 1925 legislation in Bntain, and I am 
not quite certain whether in Britain itself they have a 
complete system of  registration of this type or  whether 
even after those 50,  52  or 5 3  years there is still the dual 
system going on this matter. 

The main point I wish t o  make is whether some 
procedure for consultation in future can be  made. I know 
that attempts are  being made in terms of  the revision o f  
the constitution and in terms of  other matters. A number 
of commissions have been set up, but  I think that this 



particular measure perhaps has a rnore direct bearing on 
people's pockets than even those areas in which the 
commissions have been established. Mr. Speaker, that is 
the point I wished t o  make on  the second reading. 
6.30 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker, that is the point I want t o  make 
during the second reading. There were other points I 
wanted t o  make, but inasmuch as the procedure d l  be 
for the establishment o f  a joint Select Committee t o  
deal iwth these matters, I will reserve my comments for 
the Select Committee stage. 

Mr. SIMMONS: Mr. speaker, I wish t o  make a few 
comments on this particular Item and will reserve 
whatever else I have t o  contribute for the Select 
Committee, and I offer myself as a person willing to  
serve on that Committee. 

I think that in the whole area of  land law there 
has been this prying need for revision and updating; but 
none of  these laws will fulfil the social objectives unless 
some account is taken of  the purchasers o f  land, and in 
that respect we have to improvise ways and means of 
reducing the cost of conveyancing t o  members of the 
public. 

Speaking as Chairman of the National Housing 
Corporation - which is a substantial landlord - on the 
television programme Issues and Answers in August, 
1977,  I made a comment for which I incurred the 
wrath o f  my fellow colleagues in the legal profession 
when I said tha t  it was my considered view that the 
expenses which persons purchasing houses from the 
National Housing Corporation are expected to  bear are  
excessive and burdensome. 1 am not saying that the 
private attorneys are doing anything in the !ine of 
extortion or overcharging; they are charging according 
t o  scales in current practice. But the  current scales are 
themselves in need of  revision 'because o f  their inflated 
character, and I think we have t o  give serious 
consideration t o  devising mechanisms for the reduction 
in costs t o  purchasers. There are ideas which I have 
discussed t o  the substantive Leader o f  the House, the 
hon. member for Christ Church South Central, in terms 
o f  providing within the National Housing Corporation a 
method which would reduce some of  the searching 
necessary and thereby reduce the incidence of  costs. If 
we could get some specialist assistance in this area, I 
think we would have done a substantial senrice t o  the 
poor, bearing in mind that  the majority of houses built 
for sale t o  Barbadians are built t o  satisfy persons less 
well off in the society and it is t o  them we should look 
t o  give an ease t o  the financial pressures to  whic?~  they 
are subjected in their day t o  day activities. 

I wls slightly concerned at the beginning and 
during the  buildingup o f  this speech by the hon. 

member for St. Mchaei Sour11 wiieil he  said that :n 
legislari~n of slich far-reaching cocsecpences and of si:ch 
a fundamentd charx te r  Government in future should 
contempiate a spreading o f  the consultative process to  
involve as many people zs possible who could make 
their inputs into the nature and quality of  the 
legislation ultimately produced; and I think that the 
hon. Attorney General is only t o o  willing t o  give an 
assurance that these Bills before the House today have 
been circulated to  interested groups for their opinions 
and that there has been some feedback. One 
unfortunate thing is that in many cases you send out  
these requests and d o  not get any reply. But in this 
case it  seems that there has been quite substantial 
consultation. 

Over and above that,  I believe that the hon. 
member was in fact not sufficiently courageous to  call. 
for a Commission into the law o f  land, because his side 
has constantly accused this Government of  having - 
Government by Commission. But I recall making the 
point in here on  at least two occasions about sums that 
had t o  be voted for Commissions; and I said that 
Commissions in my view - I am not saying it  applies 
t o  all - It would not apply t o  the Duffus Commission, 
for instance - but  certainly the Commission on  the 
Status of  Women - that such Commissions carry out  
the democratic process and give the citizens of the 
country the fullest opportunity t o  participate and make 
a meaningful contribution t o  the community. Such as 
the case, for instance, with the Constitution Commission 
and the Gambling Commission. They are going around 
the country sampling opinion, having public meetings. 
This is not a novel thing in Barbados - we have had 
Commissions before - and I see n o  harm in the 
continuation of  this system of Government where we 
involve the people directly with the agents of  
Government in the sense of the Commissioners and give 
them an opportunity t o  air their views .on various issues 
which confront us from time t o  time. By this means we 
get a cross-fertilization of  views, and in my opinion the 
final product would d o  more t o  reflect a consensus than 
something handed down as dictated by Cabinet. 

Mr. BRADSIiAW: Mr. speaker, this particular Bill 
which has been rightly referred t o  a Select Committee is 
indeed very important, and w e  must realise that we are 
dealing with a very important item. The Bill will seek 
to amend a system relating t o  land which is some 8 0 0  
years old, and we must realize that any attempt t o  
update a system which has prevailed for over 800  years 
must indeed be important; and since it  is dealing with 
the question of  land we must examine it  all the more 
because we are looking at a system which we have 
inhcrited, known as the feudal system. %lis system was 
emp!oycd Er;gland in the eleventh century and you 



- must bear in mind the reason for this system which we 
inherited in Barbados t o  this present day. 

6.40 p.m. 

'Illat is why i t  is important that we  in Barbados 
in 1978 examine the relevance of  this particular system 
and see how best we can amend it and adjust it t o  our 
social and economic needs. Times have changed. In 
Britain where this feudal system operated, as I said 

before, it operated with particular benefits; and attempts - 
were made over the years t o  look at  it and bring it  into 
a more modern aspect as a result of  the social and 
economic changes. What will happen, Sir, is that now 
we will see the system changed under which before 
some of  the corporations, Crown lands and religious 
lands were exempted from paying tax. We had a system 
which still prevails where land is passed from heir to  
heir in such a way that the heir could not dispose o f  
that land. 

Mr. Speaker, thw-i. statutes +o  which I am 

referring becarne known as the statutes of  mortmain 
whidi came into being in 1279; and we had another 
statute of  1285 called de donis constitutionalibus. Both 

of these statutes remained opeiative until present day. 

and it  is time that we need t o  look at these statutes 
because the? have long outlivcd their usefulness. and they 
need t o  be  amended or re-exan-iined so that they could 
fit into our present sociai conditions. These statutes 

were passed to suit a particular need for a particular 
reason; and n o  doubt  when the legal brains said that 
Edward I was the great l a ~ - ~ i v e r  ~t was he who really 

passed thcsc laws - he had a purpose and a reason for 
brir~ging each o f  tllcsc iaws: and as a result many lands 
which would have pald taxes were cxernpted, and hence 
the Crown or  the State was dc111cd i;lcornc by way of  

It is tirne we look at it, bk. Speaker, because 
t l i e ~ e  was a practice whereby peopfe, in order to  avoid 
paying taxes, would pass their 1a11ds before died 

into the hands of the Churcl:; and siiice :he Church 
paid no taxes, it was a way of  evading taxation and the 
Stare was denied of that reve:!ue. Tod;~y in Barbados we 
havc t o  look at a system whcrc pcop!c pay their dues 
.$,c' t b i ~  kind o f  fraudulent behaviour does not prevad. I 
t!iink that ..... 

- 
Mr. GREAVES: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. 

I have had a 'look at  this Act and J d o  not sce anything 
about taxes In it. I d o  not know what the hon.  member 
is talking about. I think that he shoulc! better be asked 
t o  stick to  what we are talking about. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon.  member may proceed. 

Mr. BRADSHAW: Mr. Speaker what I am saying 
is that in looking a t  this Act the Government 

is aware of  some o f  these mal-practices and the social 

aspects of this Bill in an attempt t o  bring it  u p  so  as t o  
see that there is proper registration, that there are 
proper titles and that everyone will regard land which is 
so important as an important piece o f  possession. It is 
not a matter o f  politicJ concern. It has more 
far-reaching consequences because other groups in the 
country will be affected; because land was always 
regarded as the most important thing in a man's life. 

That is why I said that  we must examine this bit 
of  legislation with the sense that  one would normally 
pay t o  very important business before this Chamber. We 
cannot dismiss this Bill in a very light manner. I think 
that all groups o f  people in Barbados ought t o  be aware 
that this is a piece of  legislation which is fzr-reaching, 
o r  which has far-reaching social consequences; arid ds 
the Attorney General has said, in ten or fifteen year's 
time we will sce a cornplctely different social structure 
because this particular Bill will bring about an cntirriy 
different social structure in  oul country.  This is not 
only a matter ' for  lawyers. This is an important Bill t o  
those who have got connections with land and property. 

t o  those who havc got childrcn and grandchildrcri t o  
inherit these lands and properties. That is why we rnust 
look at this piece of legislation in that light because wc 
must make sure that we arc cxaminir~g this particular 
piece of  iegislation, because what we d o  is whst future 
generations will have t o  live with. And what we art: 
doing will probably not be chanRcd for llundreds of 

years; so  in looking at this land legislation, we must 

bear in ir~ind that it  is going t o  affect future 
generations, and therefore it will mean that all o f  us in 
this Honourable Chamber should cxamlne it in the light 
of  what it will mean. 

Mr. Speaker, that is my contribution; and as I 
havc said before, rcalrsir~g the scriousncss of i t ,  l would 
welcome the opportunity t o  serve on the Select 
Committee of  this Hoilourablc House which this House 
may care to select when the time comes. 

Hon. L. S. CKAIG: Mr. Speaker, as Ministcr of  
LanJs. I should claim the right to  sit on the 

Cornmittec: bat  I havc n o  desire t o  sit on the 
Comrnittce because it is a trchrlical Cornmittec. 
6.50 p.m. . 

I havc no interest in sitting on the Committee 
because it is a t echni~a i  Con~mit tee.  It is going t o  have 
a lot of legal language in it that  I cannot understand, 
Mr. Spcakcr, i cannot sit on any Committee unless I 
say s o m e t l ~ i n ~ .  I am not prepared for any lawyer t o  
laugh at me; I arn to  laugh a t  the lawyers. Sir, can you 
imagine me sitting on a Committee with the Leader of  
the ' ~ ~ ~ o s i t i o n ?  Now in the first place I know that 
would not work out  period because he would not be 
coming t o  the meetings and I believe that  with his 



experience, Mr. Speaker, which is his former legal, if 
not  present legal experience now, he will be able to  
assist the Committee. 

Sir, :here is one point I would like to draw to the 

attention of  the proposed Committee and that is 
simplifying the language. I hear my colleagues speaking 
about Statutes, Sir, the Statutc of Liberty and this type 

o f  thing, but I, Mr. Speaker, would like to make 
reference to  the Statutc o f  simplifying the language so 
that the more unfortunate like me would be able 

to  sit down and read the Will good when I make it for 
my family. The whereas, and the concurring, and 
forthwith, and before and afterwards, and all this type 
of  thinR. This is all I am asking the Committee t o  do. I 
have nu doubt  in my mind, Sir, that the legislation 
which we are now dealing with that, as the Prime 

Minis:er indicatcd, is supposed t o  be a masterpiece of  
Icgislation, although my colleague arid onc whose 
j u d p c n t  and contributions have been very sound i l l  the 

past indicatcd that since 1861 or 1811 until 1923 that 

what they referred to as the Mother Co~in t ry ,  the 
Mother Country could not get it put together. Well, 
they may have had their probienis but I believe in this 

technological age, we may be able to  get it put together 
in a much quicker manner, Sir. 

I am told, Mr. Speaker, it will take between 12 
and 15 years to  have the land legislation well organised. 

I am told that ail preparatory work has been done and 

it is felt that  they  should have this before Parliament 
before 1979 and it is a sincere wish, Sir, as Minister 
responsible for ~ a n d s ,  that when they report, then I 
should be in a position t o  understand the legal jargon as 

well as the man in the streets. 

I am told, Sir, that  you are a very sizeable land 
owner in my constituency and which is also, Sir, on the 
coastal line and you would be very interested in 
knowing what they are planning t o  do with that type 
of  land, but,  Mr. Speaker, I live ir, the South. I have 
the interest o f  those in St. James at hear: and also 1 
have a lot of  constituents in here, George Moe used t o  
be around, and the nirnlber fo: St. Micliatl South and 
you, Sir. The very prestigious post which you hold, you 
can rest assured, Sir, that 1 wil! dc; e.ierything t o  make 
sure that whenever this 6ill is presented in ~a;!iamcllt, 
that it will b,: presented in a maqner that t!lc niar-! i:; 
the street car1 undcrstand. That is n i  par;1r:l1>uil: 
inipofiance to  me. 

1 have no other contribution to make. I havc 
indicated t o  the Attorney General that I hare no 
ii:terest in sitting on the Committee but when the 
Commi~tee  reports back, the Minister of  h n d s  would 
then be in a positiol~ t o  understand it as well as I car 
ui~dt'istariJ it ,  Sir. 

Dr. CADDLE: Mr. Speaker, just a few short 
remarks on this matter. I think, Sir, one of the primary 
concerns of the public will be whether or not these 
laws pertaining to the land will make it  quicktr and 
easier for them to get their conveyances and titles and 
also cheaper. Already on this matter some words have 
been expressed about the high cost o f  conveyancing o f  
lands or properties in this country, and what concerns 
the public is whether or not the passing of  these new 
laws will entail they having t o  go and consult the 
Attorneys-at-Law barely on the basis of  the change of 
the law and therefore having t o  pay a different fee for 
that type of service, and more important,  whether now 
we are going t o  see a spiralling in the cost when you go 
t o  the Attorneys-at-Law in the buying and sel!ing of  
land. 

When you look at conveyances in this country 

you see that tliere are more or  less similar. if nct  
identical. in all respects. They vary in minor details and 
onc of the things which conles to  my mind, quite 
unlike what the hon. member for St. Philip has stated, I 
thing that  somewl~ere in one of these Bills there should 
be a schedule outlining or embracing the important 
points of conveyancing and which you would expect 

Attorne,~s-at-Law t o  honour because what you observe 
in this country, people tend t o  tell you o f  the problems 
which they have when they set out  t o  press titles, when 
they have t o  draw up conveyances and things of  that 
n,~ture. In other w o ~ d s ,  t o  justify the cost, but 
whenever you analyse the f ind product you d o  not see 
much of  a difference and I know what I am talking 

about, although my representative may be a bit peeved 
about what I am saying. 

You take the conveyances and you go there and 
you see there are substantially similar in what they 
purport t o  do ,  so I would want to  know what justifies 
the high costs in somi: of these cases and the concern I 
atn repeating for the benefit of the Hon. Attorney 
General, the con-ern o t  the public as t o  whether or not 

they are golng t o  ccc ar, inaease in the cost of 
conveyancing of  land. 

l 

f 
l 

it is a bit sad to hear i rorn  the Hon. Attorncy 

( Ccnerai that some o f  the people t o  whom he has sent 
i thcbse Hills for :heir comntents have not responded 

/ because the duty and seiling o i  !and in Barbados is not / a matter entirely {or Attorneys-at-Law. There arr 

realt,o:s, rcd catate people, there are people that are / p r ~ p c r t y  owners and t h e i ~  they are people who expect 

/ t o  own land. and 1 would like t o  believe that in a 
matter as far reachirlg as this, that these people in / addition to  die Attomcys-nt-Law, WO& be of  some 

I assistance oi ,uid.;nw t u  the Hon. Attorney Generd in 
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Mr. Speaker, I took note of  something that was 
said by the hon. member for St. Michael North Central 

draw some examples. 
Now the reason why I picked on this particular 

that  any person will try t o  cheat him out of  his land 
until one day he comes looking for his land and finds 
that there is a house on it. 

That has occurred in Barbados in recent times and 
that is one of  the things which we expect to  be 

cleared up when you bring in new laws and there are 

other problems which I believe will come out of  the 
Select Committee which affect people in Barbados 
having land or people in Barbados who have gone 
overseas and other people have gone occupying their 
lands, paying their taxes and then they find there are 
some problems when they return in recovering their 
lands and I hope that the Select Cornn~ittee would be 
able to examine some of  the problems of Barbadian 
people in this countiy and t11::n address the law t o  

thesc problems rather than relying solely on adaptation 
of laws which have been drawn out in entirely different 
cir-c.urnstances and condition:; because you will very well - i in ' i  that as  happened in previous acts, that whci: y t u  
b i r  down ai:d try to adopt laws ot' other countries 
which have bcert evolvcd t o  suit their prLu!jar socid anti 
i'ct,nornic cor~dit ior~s,  that when you appiy thcni to 

Barbados thcrc arc not as  forcciul in  pracricc as rhcy 
appear on paper. 
7.00 p.m. 

Mi. JOHNSON: Mr. Speaker. 1 did not altogether 
agree, in fact I did not agree at all that this matter 
under consideration is a matter  to  be left exclusivel> to 

those papers t o  me and asked me to read them and tell 
him what I thought, I told hirn I was not a lawyer, but 
I could take a peep. I did not presume t o  advise him 
on the points of  law, but t o  the extent that the papers 
were intelligible to  mc I was able t o  determine that the - 
land in question had been awarded to what we might 
call a squatter who had been living on the land for 
some period of  time. 

The reason why I mention this point is because it  
was particularly hard for that gentleman to understand 
the mechanism which had in his view robbed him of  his 
land. He wrote letters and I will probably let the 
Attorney General take a look at  the stack, because I 
still have the papers. But when a man sits down and 
tries t o  understand at 74 years, a man in poverty who 
lives solely on pension and what he can get from selling 
miik from an old cow that he drags around, that two 
acres of  land at t)ears Land at Black Rock is no longer 
his, it is not an easy matter t o  get over, and i an1 
s.iying that thc social implications :)f these tcchnicalitics 
in law ought t o  be s u f f i c i e r ~ t l ~  gonc into to preservc 
aird protect poor peoplr: who are for the most part 
innocent of thcse matters. 

l 
I 1 believe that these kinds of  provisions could be 

changed and t o  some extent modified so that people 
will not have t o  come up  against that kind of  situation. 
I heard the hon.  member for St. Philip North comment 
on the cost of conveyancing, and I was startled by  his 



forthrightness inasmuch as he represents the legal 
profession, and those are the strong points of the 
members on this side, and I t o o  would like to  voice 
what I am sure is a universal concern in Barbados about 
the high cost of  passing conveyances. I managed 
recently t o  acquire a small holding, a little bailiwick, 
and I had difficulty myself, Mr. Speaker, having bought 
land on a previous occasion in another place, a t  the 
quantum o f  charges. I had to pay my own Attorney, 
then I had t o  pay the Attorney for the mortgagee ... 

Mr. SPEAKER: You will take the opportunity 
now t o  tell all this to  the Select Committee. 

Mr. JOHNSON: Yes, Sir. I am saying this in 
the hearing of those hon. members who have been 
selected t o  serve on  this Committee so that they will 
bring some consideration t o  bear upon these matters. I 
know the hon. member for St. John will pay careful 
attention to these matters and inasmuch as he represents 
a country parish up  in St. John,  I am sure he will want 
to  see that his constituents are well served in this 
respect. I d o  not think that the services that are 
rendered with respect t o  conveyancing in all cases can 
justify the quantum o f  charges that are attached t o  
them. I say this without anv malice or anything of  the 
sort with respect t o  the legal profession. So I say that 
one has to  look beyond the technicalities of  the law t o  

see once the law 1s enacted how it is going t o  impinge 
upon people, because ultimately the law is there t o  
serve people and you have to put that foremost in your 
mind whenever you go t o  write something. I will urge 
the Attorney General and those persons concerned to 
look very diligently at those aspects t o  make sure that 
those hardships are well taker, carc of.  

Hon. I-I. deE. FOKDE: Mr. Speaker, i am much 
indebted t o  hon. members who have spoken and indeed 
for the suggestion of  the Rt. Hon. mernber for St. John 
that we should refer this Bill and the others which 
follow t o  a Select Committee as J Lelieve that it  will 
give hon. members an opportunity t o  hear from 
members of  the public, and I will be proposing in dce 
course to  the Select Committee that we advertise our 
hearings and that members of  the public including the 
hon. member for St. ~ i c h a e l  West who has just spoken 
on instances of over-cl~arging for conveyancing and high 
fees get an opportunity to  corne before that body.  

Let me say, Sir, that we did take tire opportunity 
t o  circulate these Bills t o  the various -professions, the 
Surveyo:~' professiori, the peopie at  the University, the 
Law Society, the Ear Association, and I think some o f  
the ked Estate agents had an opportunity t o  see it a s  

well. But t h e  point is well taken that it  is necessary if 
we are t o  brine about such a substantial change t o  have 
members of the pl:bIk p o r e  aware o f  the changes and 
t5at ic  why in my i*tttodtrctoty btatenients I ~ a t d  1 was 

going t o  invite Professor Marshall together with my legal 
officers t o  write brochures for the benefit of  the public 
and memoranda which would simplify the matter for 
the public. 

Sir, so far as the cost of conveyancing is 

concerned, I thought tha t  both the Rt. Hon. member 

for St. John and myself spoke on  this matter and said 
that with this systemit is hoped that we can reduce 
effectively the cost of  conveyancing, conveyances would 
be smaller, they would be more straightforward, there 
would be less searches, and there is no reason why 
Attorneys-at-Law should expect t o  charge the same high 
fees that a t  present exist. 
7.10 p.m. 

I want t o  say this, however, the public does not 
recognise that real estate agents who d o  less work in a 
transaction involving the sale o f  land get higher fees in 
that same traltsaction thari many attorney-at-law, and I 
have not heard any complaints against the fees charged 

by  real estate agents, many of  whom have never had 
the benefit of  qualifying; and it  may be that n~ernbers 
o f  the public and of the Select Committee of  this 
House should also give some evidence bcfore the Select 

Committee on the desirability for legislation dealing 

with red  estate agents as well. Likewise for mortgage 
companies. They tqo pose a very serious problem. They 
have a commitment fcc, then they have different 
interests and this all adds up. And when it comes t o  
the Housing Authority, I see n o  reason fo: such 
searches in Housing ~ u t h o r i t ~  titles when Parliament 
can give a Statutory title. Indeed, talking to the boa. 
rnernber for St. John last week and exchanging idtras 
with him he brought out the point that nearly all areas 
now owned by the Housing Authority are titles bv 
statutory acquisition and there is n o  reason why you 
have t o  continue t o  search back that same title aad 
charge the same amount. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 am not going t o  be  much longer 
except t o  say I have taken into account the points 
made by ;;I! hon. menibers including the hon.  member 
for St. Michael South, and I beg t o  move that this Bill 
be read a second time. 1 have t o  d o  this formally with 
all the Bills before moving the Select Committee. 

I beg to move that this Bill. the Law of  Property 
Act, be now read a second time. 

Hon. L. S. C M I G :  I beg t o  second that. 

The questiorz that the Bill be read a second time 
was put and resoived in the affirmative without division. 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
move that the Condominium Act be read a second time. 
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Hon. L. S. CRAIG: I beg t o  second that. 

The question that the Eill be read a second time 
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: Mr. Speaker, I beg t o  
move that the Land Registration Act be  read a second 
time. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: I beg t o  second that. 

The question that the Bill be read a second time 
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: I beg t o  move that the 
  and Adjudication of Rights and Interests Act be read a 
second time. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, I beg t o  second 
- that.  

The question that the Bill be read a second time 
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: Mr. Speaker, I beg t o  
move that the Trustee Act be read a second time. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: I beg t o  second that.  

f i e  question that the Bill be read a second time 
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: I beg t o  move that the 
Charities Act be  read a second time. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: I beg t o  second that.  l 
The question that the Bill be read a second time 

was put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
move that this House d o  now constitute a Select 
Committee and that the following Message be sent t o  
the Honourable Senate: 

MESSAGE 

FROM - 
THE HON'BLE THE HOUSE O F  ASSEMBLY 

T O  

THE HONOURABLE THE SENATE 

On the 31st day of  October, 1978,  the 
Honourable the House o f  Assembly agreed t o  invite the 
Honourable the Senate t o  nominate Senators t o  
constitute a joint committee with the following 
Members of  the House of  Assembly :- 

His Honour the Speaker, 
Hon. member for Christ Church South Central, 
Hon. member for St. Joseph, 
Hon. member for St. Philip North, 
Hon. member for St. Michael South East, 
Hon. member for St. John, 
Hon. member for St. Michael South West, 
Hon. member for St. Michael North Central, 
Hon. member for Christ Church West t o  consider 

and report on the following Bills which have been read 
the second time in this Honourable House:- 

1. A bill t o  make provision respecting 
property. 

2. A Bill t o  amend the  Condominium Act, Cap. 
224A. 

3. A Bill t o  makc provision for the registration 
t o  title t o  land and for dealings in land so 
registered and for purposes connected therewith. 

4 .  A Bill to  makc provisions respecting the 
adjudication of  titics to  land. 

5. A Bill entitled an Act relating t o  trustees. 

6.  A Bill t o  make provisions rcspccting charities 
and for  related matters. 

Wherefore thc Honourable thc Housc o f  Assembly 
invites the concurrcncc in the Honourable thc Senate in 
the constitution of  the Comrnittce. If the Scnate does 
so concur, thc Honourablc the House of  Asscmbly 
requests the agrccmcnt of the Scnate that thc Joint 
Committee so constitutcd should procced to meet a t  
the early convcnicncc o f  mcmbers without further 
reference t o  thc Housc of  Asscmbly before mccting and 
that the Joint Comrnittec be authoriscd t o  hear cvidcnce 
and receivc memoranda from any person and be 
instructed t o  report t o  Parliament two months after it is 
constitutcd. 

Mr. Speaker, I beg to movc that this Message 
stand as a Resolution. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: I beg t o  second that.  

Mr. SPEAKER: It has been moved and seconded 
that the Message as read by the hon. Attorney General 
be sent t o  the Other Place ( A  Pause) 

Both sides have agreed with the Message. 



Hon. L. S. CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, it is now 7.20 
p.m. and I beg t o  move that this Sitting be suspended 
for one hour. 

Rt. Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to  draw to the attention o f  the acting Leader of 
the House that there is only one Item left on  the Order 
Paper, so  I wonder whether it is worthwhile suspending 
the Sitting for an hour  o r  whether we should try t o  
dispose of  the Item or  adjourn until next Tuesday. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry that a matter like this 
has t o  come before the House because it shows a lack 
of  consultation between the two sides. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: There was a degree of 
consultation, but I was at a loss as t o  who was acting 
as the Leader of the Opposition, was not in his 
place. I thought the matter would have been corlveyed 
to the Leader o f  the Opposition. However, Sir. there is 
a Resolution which 1 believe could be done this evening 
and I think it advisable we have dinner and return. 

1 beg  t o  move that this Sitting be suspended until 
8.15 p.m. 

Hon. H. deB. FORDE: I beg t o  second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the 
affirmative without division. 
7.23 p.m. 

On Resumption: - 

Mr. SPEAKER: This Sit:ing is now resumed. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, I beg t o  move that 
Order N6. 1 be the instant Order of the Day and this 
House d o  now go into Committee t o  discuss this matter. 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: I beg io second that. 

The question r7as put and iesolvcd in the 
affirn~ati;e without division, and Alr. SPEAKER left the 
Chair and the House went into Comnritt~e of Supply. Mr.  
OaLE in the Chair. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ES TIMATF'S 1978-79. PART 1 1  - 
CAPITAL 

Order No. 1 was called - a Resolution t o  grant the 
P U : ~  of 31,139,462 from the Consolidated Fand  and place 
rt a t  the disposai of the Government t o  supplement the 
Estimates 1978-79. Part I1 - Capital, as shown in the 
Supplementary Estimates 1978-79 No. 12. which form 
the Schedule to the Iies~l:itw,n, Sea;! 109 - Ministry of 
Agricu!ture, Food w i  Consumrr Affairs. 

Rt .  Hon. J.  M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, this is 
a very simple matter. Last year we voted $l% million, but 
this year only $405,000. These funds are needed to 
supplement certain fees which have to be paid for the 
study which is currently going on, examining s ~ t r s  for the 
Barbados Marketing Corporation and so on, Sir. The 
Schedule shows the consultancy fees which have to be 
paid. The  Ministry of Finance and Planning has certified 
that the study is continuing and this money needs t o  be 
voted. We are putting in a small contingency amount of 
5%. 

I beg t o  move that this Head stand part. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: 1 beg t o  second that. 

Dr. CADDLE: Sir, while i t  is good t o  hear that the 
studies are going 0x1 as regards the siting and so on of the 
Barbados Marketing Ccrporation, I wonder if i t  is n9t 
time t o  have a study as to whether we should continue 
with the Barbados Marketing Corporation. I am not being 
facetious. When one looks over the years at  the large 
amount of money spent on this organisation, it is high 
time t o  ask that we start t o  assess whether or not  this 
money has produced the effect in  the society which has 
been expected of it  all along. 

One really has t o  ask if there was n o  BMC, would 
the Barbadian society, and especially the farmers and 
their associates would be a t  any great disadvantage in not  
having this institution. Certainly the institution has no t  
given the satisfaction that was originally contemplated, 
either t o  the peopie who put  it  up  or t o  the peopie who 
are expected t o  benefit by it. that is the consumer or the 
farming community in this country; and while it  may not  
be easy a t  this particular stage t o  pinpoint the reason for 
its inability t o  deliqer the goods, it  goes without saying 
that a iarge amount of money has been spent on  the BMC 
over the years. I t  has been refinanced by the previous 
Government, ar,d since this Government has come into 
power they have had financially t o  resuscitate i t  in onc 
way or the other. 

Peoplc have complained abaur the way in which 
goods are distributed. People are wondering why some 
peopie can get chicken legs, potatoes etc. and other 
people cannot get then;. Last, year the previous Mifiistc~ 
of Agricuitare said that they made a profit of 5400,50L1 
ant1 yet i t  has been unable t o  esr.abiish any profitab!? 
 pera at ion: and if you compare this with private 
organisations orie must admit that institutions with a less 
tilrfiov~r d o  make a 2rof;t. Let  u~ forge: the politira! 
h a r a n p e  and e~iqtiire whether or not  the absence of this 
institution x d i  mean a loss t o  the farrners and consumers. 

Maybe the money that is being pumped into that 
insdtut io~l  would be better spent providing employment 
in other avenues. While we come here and td ic  about 



- surveys being done, there is no guarantee that the type of 
stalemate which seems now t o  be effecting the Barbados 
Marketing Corporation will not continue. I think that it 
will take a lot  more than that. I ask whether it  is worth 
the effort t o  be expending this time and money and other 
resources on that institution t o  make it viable, not only 
ir. this sense that it will be able to  satisfy the farmers, the 
public and the Government, but  t o  make it  a viable 
operation without every now and then this House has t o  
be saddied with Resolutions asking for money for the 

'* 
Barbados Marketing Corporation. That  is something we 
have t o  look at  rather than getting in here and looking at 
this from a purely political paint ol view. One has t o  ask 
what use the BMC rcally has been to the commnnity, and 
if there was n o  BMC would there he any great loss? 
Would the farmers of this c o u n t ~ y  be unable t o  sell their 

produce if there was nG BPAC? Would the consumers be 
unuble to  get certain things if there was n o  BMC? Those 
are the important questions t:, be answcred. 

D o  not let us get away with the question of 
whether this happened over the years, or whether it was 
under the DLP or the BLP. I d o  not think that that is 
relevant now. What is relevant is what is the benefit t o  
the people, the real benefit t o  the community; and if that 
institution was not  there would the cornmunity be at  any 
disadvantage great or small? 1 an, of the opinion that if it 
was not  there the community would not be a t  any 
disadvantage because there is dissatisfaction in the 
country about irs operations right now. We should not  
just sit down seeking t o  criticise one another on  political 
g o u n d s  when one of our problems is unemployment, and 
we go on  spending money in this arca without asking 
ourselves whether or no t  that money cocld be diverted t o  
produce some more tangible benefits, benefits more long 
lasting which the public of this country would Le better 
ablc t o  evaluate. 'That is something we need t o  iook at. 
8.25 p.m. 

dissatisfaction. Farmers are dissatisfied. I d o  not  have t o  
rehearse this. 

Sometime ago we had the pig growers complaining 
and if you go back over the years, and recent times, 

you will find that over and over again there have been 
comp!aints about  relations i i t h  the BMC and how the 
BMC functions. When you iook from the point of view of 
the cornmunity. you find that members of  the 
community who come t o  the BMC find that it is difficult 
t o  get produce because you find certain individuals go 
there and are able t o  buy large quantities of produce 
from the BMC before the individual consumer when he 
goes there to  buy. These are things which irritate the 
public. 

When you look at  the question of maybe even a 
simple t'hing such as salt fish. you find in this country 
there is a lot  of concern over the price of salt fish. I am 
not saying that the BMC is responsible but I d o  hope that  
the BMC can d o  something about  that because here in 
this country we have s d t  fish being sold at  $3.51 above 
the scheduied price wholesale and no action is being 
taken against the people responsible for so doing. 
Although when people question some of the merchants 
who sell at this price they are being told that this 
includes the price for delivery and when they question if 
I come for my own quantity of salt fish will this ex:ra 
money come off, "no is the answer", so when, these 
things are happening in the community and you have a 
Marketing Corporation which is supposed t o  assist people, 
especially where these unfavourable things are occurring, 
you have t o  ask what is the BMC doing when this matter 
is going on artd the); are taking n o  action in this matter. 
S o  to me, I think the time has come when we have to 
take a realistic stock of the BMC and its impact upon the 
community, the farming community and the consumer 

- ' commr~nity.  
This is something :hat we need to look at. I am not [ 

voting against the Resolution, Sir, but 1 think we have to 
ta!i.e stock of a lot  of things vJe have been doing and not 
the question of pursuing them or1 the basiq of whet!ier or 
riot it is a Party line or whed~e: .  or  not we are going to 
get one from another Part,  but we have to look in the 
long run a: what is best for the cuJntry and in the f ind  
an.dysis, it 15 the way these things affect the F;iblic that 
matters, i:ot how Party ofgicais o r  part? members see 

- these things. 

If you go through the y e s s  from tlie tims this 
institi:tion had been set up  and you look a t  die arnoant 
of money and you add it  up. you run  in:o huge sums of 
money that this orga~isat ion had handled over the years 
and this is something to be look a: and in the matter of 
the BMC when we looked at  the prices of the 
commodities we have to be concerned about this because 
we find that in the area of  marketing for farmers or 
buying prodilce &.om farmers, there is a lot  of 

We have other a; ,. this country that need 
money. I d o  not have to tei! the Government that, the 
Goverrinient k l i o w ~  :hat better than I do. As they have 
said d1.1n11~ their can~paign. we have to start looking a t  
areas of \vastage ,erioudy a;:c-l eliminate then1 to make 
rriuney available for othcr areas o i  eildravour which are 
also essential to  development. in t l ~ i s  country. I have n o  
doubt, svliatcoever in my rningj that the 3 M C  is oiie of 
those areas of wastage which needs t o  be I3oked into. 1 
am not jcking, and I would !ihe the Hen.  Prime Minister 
t o  take a 5eriou.i look at thc operation. Not purely t o  
come in here and let us hear some political haranguing or 
political battle or something on th.e BMC or  who started 
it cr something like that. Let us have a real look at  it and 
see if it is something that is really necessary t o  the 
development of this country at  this stage, and we are no t  
just carrying on  something that you will like t o  say that  
you inherited it  so  you have t o  carry it on. 



Hon. L. S. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, I would not have 
entered into this debate but as Acting Minister of Labour, 
and hearing the member for St. Michael North Central 
advocating the dismissal of over 250 workers at the BMC 
must bring me, Sir, to my feet. 

Dr. CADDLE: Mr. Chairman, before the hon. 
member goes any further I want t o  make it quite clear. I 
have not stood here and advocated the dismissal of 
anybody. I have advocated an analysis of the BMC to see 
whether it is worthy in respect of its operations t o  the 
community. It should be analysed in regard to its benefits 
t o  the farming community, the population, the 
Government as a whole, and if out  of that analysis you 
have to make decisions and these decisions have to be 
made on the basis of facts which can be ~ r o v e d ,  I will 
have to  get up and support you on that because there is 
an area of unemployment in this country which needs 

attention and maybe some of the savings of money may 
be directed towards generating other areas of 
employment. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: Sir, I do  not mind the long 
gallon of order from the member. In his opening remarks, 
he made it abundantly clear that we should forget BMC, 
done with BMC, close down BMC, shut down BMC, 
demolish B.M.C. that is what I understand. In conclusion, 
he said we should have a look at it, but in his initial 
rernarks he said the time has come when we have to  
forget the BMC. Now if we forget the BMC, Sir, as I 
understand it from the hon. member, we close it down, i t  
serves no  useful purpose. We will have t o  close it down 
and therefore dislocate some 250 workers. 

I have always taken the hon. member t o  the task or 
objective of his inconsistencies. Only a couple of nights 
ago in Carrington's Village I heard the hon. member on a 
platform, he and the most secondly, deposed, powerful 
man telling the residents of Carrington's Village and its 
surrounding areas about unemployment in Barbados and 
this Government will not find work for people, but now 
we are hearing in here, this evening, t o  close the 
Marketing Corporation that employs some 250 persons. I 
would believe, Sir, that if the BMC is closed now, as the 
member is advocating, the Union would refuse to meet 
with me as Minister of Labour as they have refused to  
meet with me on the Port dispute. Now this is very clear 
cut. 

In my capacity, Sir, as Acting Minister of Labour, 
through my Permanent Secretary, I invited the Union t o  
meet with me to avoid any possible dislocation of work 
in the Harbour and my Permanent Secretary conveyed to 
me that the Union Secretary said that he cannot meet 
with the Minister of Labour because the Conference took 
a stand that as long as Lionel Craig is Minister of Labour 
they cannot sit around a table with me. Well, I am still 
ready anc! willing at anytime, at  any place, t o  meet with 

'* 
anybody appointed by the Union to  meet with the m 
Minister of Labour in my acting capacity. I am quite sure 
the Union cannot tell the Prime Minister who he should 
make a Minister of Labour in his Cabinet, neither can we 
say to the Union who is t o  be Secretary. That is the 
position. 

Mr. Chairman, we have a very good case. I am 
dealing with the dislocation of workers. I am dealing with 
the BMC. This is my Resolution, Mr. Chairman, and I can 
talk about Sandy Lane, the BMC, the Hospital, as long as 
it is my Resolution and it involves the taxpayers money. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I would like to point out to the 
Hon. Minister, important as the matters raised by him 
may be, I would wish that he not stray too far from the 
question of the BMC. Continue please. 
8.35 p.m. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: Sir, I was in here for twelve m 

years. I am close to the BMC and I am near t o  St. George 
North. I know my way around in here. Thanks for 
drawing to  my attention not t o  stray too  far from the 
BMC. I will deal with the resiting of the BMC and the 
dislocation of the workers at the BMC as advocated by 
the hon. member for St. Michael North Central. How can 
we come in here and talk about the dislocation of 
workers. Here i t  is you are advocating to  Government t o  
have 250 persons redundant, simply because of your 
shoddy planning over the past fifteen years. When you A 
controlled the BMC you never had the courage of your 
convictions to get up in here and tell the then Prime 
Minister of Barbados and Minister of Finance that he 
should not put the millions of dollars he put into the 
BMC, but you got up in here just now, it was empty and 
you were like the boy on the burning deck until the hon. 
member for St. Lucy came in; you had nobody in here 
just now so you were letting go a little easy work, close it 
down, but as soon as the hon. member for St. Lucy came 
in and you are afraid he goes and tells the Secretary 
General, you start saying to have a critical look at it. 
There is no  critical look at it. The BMC has been badly 
operated by you for fifteen years, we have taken it over 
and I am quite sure the BMC is in a better position, and 
not only in a better position, but it even looks better. 
You only have to go down the road; it has a face lift i t  
has never had in its whole.history. You are not in a 
position to  say how well it is doing. The facts and figures 

1, will soon come out. 

All we are doing right here this evening, Mr. 
Chairman, is dealing with CDB funds for a study of the 
BMC. But the hon. member for St .  Michael North 
Central, a person who talked about high unemployment 
all today, now all of a sudden we are hearing from him 
this evening at 8.30 to chase away 250 workers. What am 
I hearing at all? How can you be so inconsistent? Earlier 
in the day you talked about people who cannot get work 



* 

and now with limited resources. bad planniiig by y r ~ u  all 
over fifteen years, we are pi:tti~,g it back into shape. This 
is the thing that wculd not allow certain Government 
profits t o  get off. He has his work cut  o c t  because every 
time we settle down to d o  something, you see the ugly 
head of' the DLP coming up in the air. Your bad planning 
over the years with millions o i  dollars in the 'Traiisport 

. Board, the RMC, the Housing Authorit? is the result. 1 
am awaiting on you all in here W? tire fvlitiistry of - Ho~ising; we wiil have a real show-down in here. Millions 
you 1:ave thrown away of the taxpayers' morley because 
of bad piarming and the hen. member for St .  Michael 

North Cintral nevrr had the guts 1-0 gct on the iloor of 
the Mouse and say what he said in here chis evening, t o  
close down the BMG. I will tell the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance of B-.rbados this: if f were the 
Minister in any Government with Aim and ar. ?peration 
was no t  successful;, I wuuld teil him straight I d o  tiet 

- agree with him on the floor of the House and that I am 
not ho!dirg rnysefl accountaSle t o  thc public and I arn 
advscatin? the c l o s ~ ~ r e  of' i:. :..-,iitc- YULI 3.vfien you said 
yob wanted an e i ~ q ~ i y  i ~ i i o  the Hospita! dnd the skipper 

sarc you collld not  have it. You are too  inconsistent, 
Eariier you wantec! people t o  work, but now at  8.30 yoii 
say close it down. What d o  we do? c.:losi: i t  down and 
dislocate 250 perscns at  Christmss time. You axe a 
bcartless politician. In Deccrnbcr around Cinriscmas time 
he is going to talk about  closing the doors and sending 
home 250 persons. st. they can gct n o  ham, n o  wine, n o  
7-Ups. no sorrti, ilc Fe=. What sort of heartiess M.P. can 
he be, Mr. Chairnlan? I t  is not f a i r :  and talking about 
bebig a socialist You are m a k i ~ g  fun. Me are not going to 
cjo:;i: it; i r  is i:? good hands; it is x!:ere t u  f~c lp  diczat:: the 
prices in the co:intry. i t  is there t u  1nA.c siire that  :he 

~ . : i i e s  are kept  down scmc of iiic s.rFermarke:s in 
Rritlgctown. a!id as a ?~lr?ttt.r of' fact in  Barbddos r1i:tt 

woitld have the cust o l  iiving a: a spir.:llirrg icvei. T i i a ~  1s 

,- v/h:it yrta caE the price barometer uf' the co:lntry, and I 
da: : say the Minister as we11 as tile Ciiai:-mail ~wouid he ir. 

. . 
c. iletre; position tn A J I S W ~ . ~  any iiiarg.-s a'ircruc the jjrssent 

o.pcra?ior, nf the BMC. 

i itcar:! the ha?:. tnenihci il.r S t  iiicilae! Sol~t'h 
., 9 

We :t, :ii:, i'ircsid:.;:; GClieraI now: dtoi : t  hc;w many 
pec.p;e tile? chased awsy G!;,:: th,= BMC c,ut nF his 
cotistituency. Now y;.'~ . i r : -  goi 1;;; c h a ~ :  away a!l frcirn 
a!! ;he ccnstirr~encics. We are nc i g ~ i l l g  to  d o  that.  We *re 

. . g ~ ~ i , ; ~  t n  i:i$;is 2 ~.iabic operation, :t IS cvittg :o have a 

", ,.L# .. f2:ice, ur;drr li;w :ri,i.lagex!ent, t~cv-. dircc:ions, avc! I 
am t..oc-tzl, MY. Cl-.iim!an, %.!,at rather thl,: di:,rni.;r!i g 
? ,F . . 
L.3Cl perSOi~:,, RS :h: son. rncmi:r.r advocated. td  increase it 

- 9 . .  ...- 
t y  a : ~  ai!q~~rio!i~.! , S ( !  Fer.soix<. 

Mr. C'rP3AVE.S: Mr. Cflairmw3, I have been pretty 
quiet ail day >:id ! red!? did iir;t inten 1 t o  speak GII & i s  

Resolution, s u t  the hon. member f o r  Sr. jarnes has. as it 
were, by &e reply which hc has niade to  the hon. 
menlber for St tvlicilar-l North Central, ia a way provoked 

me into getting up t o  get ixto this debate. Now we are 

!coking at this Resoliltion which has t o  d o  with the - 

provision of a sum of moncy for the Barbados Marketing 
Corporation presumably t o  try to  ensure that the finances 
relating t:, tttc relocation of the Barbados Marketing 
Corporation are we!! taken care of,  As i ; ~ ~ i d c r s t a n d  it, i 
was Iiot here, but I was in consultation with the hon. 
meniber for St.  Michael North Central and in his 
presentation hc was referring t c  having a critical look at 
the opera:ion o i  tile BMC and certainly was not 
advocating t!:e disixissal of  workers who arc empioyed at 
the BMC. I d o  not believe that anybody in his right 
senses would advocate such a situaticn, but I believe tiiat 
the record. ~f the debate on what thc hon. rnernber said 
wou!d indicate vei-): clearly tliat this was not  said. 

Hon. L.  S. CRAIG: MI. Chairnlai~ on a point of 
order, I am quite sure the hon. member for St. L,ucy was 
not in the ChatnGcr when the hon. rncrnbcr for St. 
Michael North Ccritrai started his speech. He was not cvcn 
in the precinct of the Hvuse. He is only going by hearsay. 
I t  i i  reall? not fair. 

Mr. CREHVES: Anyhow, Mr. Chairman, in looking 
at this matter relating to :he EhlC and at the sutils of 
money which vlre see here, it is a ver)r interesting m.>tter. 

as a nlattcr of fait:  because if you cxaminc thc way in 
which the k e s  arc set out ,  you will sec that tlierc is a 

cor!siderab!e amount of money, thc grcater ~ r o p o r ~ i n n  of 
which is goiitg towards ~ o n s u l t a i ~ c y  ices. It  is true i was 

not here when this m;it:cr was introdLlceci, but I would 
hope cltat some zxp!ar~ation has ijeen givcti about thc h igii 
proportion of cot?sul:a:l~;~. fccs wiiich arc set Gilt bcrc in 
this Resoi:i:ic>ii, $ccausc it seems to be Fairly iargc in 

1 . .  co~cpririson ivitjl t'kc c:tiicr sxpcnscs W:I!L~I arc in7,~o!vc<! in 
r e l o c a t i ~ q ~  d1c sci-vices c-,f the R!.Zi:. Wc 112ivc cvcii c1;cr S:'? 
ndiio?: :Y!:~C!I i ; ~ ;  bccz di3catcd out c. f  r5is $7$7,003 f ~ r  

cu~.;~:_iIc~;lc!~ t:t.s. I t.bil-iL ?hi> iiccds s.3ir.c crplan::tioi: i i  i i  
has ~ i o i  ;;-L t:ci.ri gi\ei;. 

3.45 p .m.  

Eut I!oi!. r~ieiri: ;.:I St .  !a:-~ics, nc.w M;nistcr 
3: Hausink anti ef i,te Fi4iniicer - 2 i  iabou:, now a , - t i ~ ~ g ,  3s 

i ~.inder~*i:lr)c! i ~ ,  as !vli!i;:.tr;. cf !,;<l>o:?r, W:..:; rnal;lrig :!it: 

[wint caiiicr ?hat  i f  t:ie hon .  li:c;r;St:r f o r  St. Ltlicildei 
N<;rtX Cenrra! was di iv: \~at :n~ th? c.ic,sing d ~ w n  of thc 
Barbado:, Ma;ke ; i i~~  Corpor~zior; :?c :I: iiis capacity as 
acting .?.<inlste- ot Labour wJ1 havc  to have some 
discussian with r h s  un:on cori;::ncd - prrsun!ably h.: i s  

talklrLg :i's3!1t !he Uarbadc.; U'i.ckeis Er:i~:l - and he 
reit!<;! tht: fact &a: oniy rcccntlc r;z Sa:arciay an 
~ t t e m p t  was 1;1adc b) inirri t l l r~c;~, ' ! :  his Pcrmarlcnt 
Secretary t o  tiave a rncetit-ig \with the Earbados Workers 
Lrnion on a matter w l i i ~ h  is exercising our attention at 
the present moment  and this was refused, and he seemed 
a bit peeved at  

Hon. 1,. S. CRAIG: O n  a point of order, Mr. 
Chairman. I am not peeved; i t  is the workers who are 



going to be peeved. T h e  workers are likely t o  be peeved 
because you and your union will no t  come and discuss 
the matter at Ministerial level. But  I am still willing and 
waiting, so I am not  peeved. 

Mr. GREAVES: Mr. Chairman, what I want t o  tell 
the hon. member for St. James is that as far as the 
Barbados Workers Union is concerned we will not  be 
sitting down around a table with him as Minister of 
Labour. We have passed a Resolution condemning him for 
the insulting remarks he made about the people of this 

country and we have stated quite clearly that we will not  
be sitting down with him discussing any matter relating t o  
labour. 

Hon. L. S. CKAIC: O n  a point of order, Sir. I am 

only carrying out my Ministerial duties, and my duty is 
that when it reaches domestic level and breaks down and 
then at  the Labour Department level and breaks down, it 
falls into the lap of the Minister and 1 am acting Minister 
of Labour. If they don't want t o  discuss the workers 
business, that is a matter for them; I have carried our: my 
Ministerial duties; I am not  worried about that. 

Mr. GREAVES: Mr. Chairman, I think it is an insult 
t o  the country for the Prime Minister t o  be so insensitive 
t o  have the hon. member for St .  James appointed t o  act 
as Minister of Labour. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I would like t o  remind the hon. 
member for St .  Lucy that earlier I spoke t o  the hon. 
member for St .  James in relation t o  this matter coming 
into the debate and the fact that i t  was irrelevant, and I 
must advise again that the matter being mentioned has 
already been the subject of debate in this Chamber. I will 
therefore ask the hon. member for St.  Lucy to continue 
his speech but t o  desist from the matter which he has 
presently brought into focus. 

Mr. GREAVES: Mr. Chairman, with all due respect 
t o  your ruling, I am dealing with a matter which is 
germane t o  what we are talking about, because the hon. 
member for St.  James is charging that the hon. member 
for St.  Michael North Central is advocating closure of the 
Barbados Marketing Corporation and that consequentially 
that he as acting Minister of Labour would have to sit 
down with the Union to deal with the dislocation of 
workers. What I am telling the acting Minister of Labour 
- he says he is acting Minister of Labour, but it  has not 
been gazetted - what I am saying is that the acting 
Minister of Labour must understand .... 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: On a point of order, Mr. 
Chairman. The hon. member for St .  Lucy is the only 
member in here who is always speaking with his head 
down. I d o  not  have t o  be gazetted; I am appointed by 
the Prime Minister in the exercise of his discretion. This is 
not the Union; this is big business. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Tha t  is n o  point of order. 

Mr. GREAVES: I d o  not understand how the 
manner in which i hold my head - he should look at  

how he holds his head. But I won't bother about that. 
What I am saying, Mr. Chairman, is that as far as the 
Barbados Workers Union is concerned we have said very 
clearly that we have n o  intention of sitting down with the 

hon. member. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You are repeating yourself; please 
carry on with the debate. 

Mr. GREAVES: Mr. Chairman, t o  revert t o  the 
matter relating t o  the Marketing Corporation. I said that 
what we have to look at  in this matter of relocation of 
the facilities of the BMC; one has t o  be concerned with 
the large amount of fees stated here for consultancy 
s e ~ c e s ,  and this should be explained. I have n o  dou,bt 
that the Barbados Marketing Corporation, if properly 
managed and its objectives properly defined, can play an 
important and a meaningful role in the development of 
agriculture and the allied sewices which would fall under 
the scope of the operation of the Marketing Corporation; 
and certainly the Corporation was set up  t o  be of 
important assistance t o  small farmers in ensuring that the 
produce from their land is properly brought together and 
marketed and that this service would be available t o  
people throughout the country in as cheap a manner as 
possible. S o  we have the making of a useful corporation 
in this country. But what I understand the hon. member 
for St .  Michael North Central t o  be asking is whether or 
not the ~ a r b a d o s  Marketing Corporation is fulfilling the 
role which it  was designed t o  play, and we have t o  look 
at  it and ensure that in any attempts t o  relocate the 
facilities of the Marketing Corporation we look at the 
matter in its totality; we have t o  ensure, for example, 
that the relocation would not  bring about any   articular 
dislocation or any particular difficulties t o  the people 
who have t o  rely on the BMC for the sale of their 
produce. S o  that I think we have td look a t  the matter 
with a critical view and re-examine its role and try t o  
ensure that its functions are properly defined and its role 
properly set out.  

Hon. L. B. BRATHWAITE: Mr. Chairman, if there 
is one thing I am very happy about  it  is that only two 
members of the Opposition are in their places tonight, 
because we are able t o  see very clearly the Opposition 
speaking with two different voices. The hon. member for 
St .  Michael North Central went out on  a limb, and the 
hon. member for St .  Lucy in recognizing this sought t o  
rescue him, but with great difficulty. 

The hon. member for St .  Lucy said that the BMC 
can piay a very useful role in the community. I t  is 
unfortunate, that he, with his time in this Parliament did 
not seek t o  help his Government structure the BMC in 
the manner it  should have been. 



The Barbados Marketing Corporation as originally 
conceived by the Barbados Labour Party was t o  serve a 
positive and useful purpose in the: community, and the 
BMC under this administration k going t o  serve that 
purpose. 

The hon. member for St.  Michael North Central 
spoke about who gets benefit from the BMC, about the 
prices of the commodities, and other things to  d o  with 
the BMC. The problem with the BMC as we saw it was 
inefficiency, ineptitude and corruption. 
8.55 p m .  

AS a matter of fact it was known where the staffing 
structure was concerned that of course you could not  get 
a job down there unless you were the carrier of a 
passport of the Democratic Labour Party. The hon. 
member for St.  Michael North Central took refuge very 
quickly in the statement that we should not allow our 
party feelings t o  creep into this matter. I t  was a very 
earlv appeal for light; but  we cannot help but say chat 
the Democratic Labour Party placed the BMC in the 
chronic financial position that  it  finds itself in. As the 
hon. member said, we cannot afford t o  put  people out of 
work; bu t  we must get rid of inefficiency. The Barbados 
Government will make sure that it plays that role. 

A person going into the Baymart or any of the 
other centres of the BMC will see that the prices are 
much less that in the supermarkets. Quite recently we 
have seen the supermarkets slashing their prices. They did 
not  d o  it because they want t o  give cheaper food to the 
consumers. They have had t o  slash d ~ e  prices on their 
iterns because the BMC has forced them t o  d o  so. I have 
seen recently where the BMC had a box of Kleenex 
tissues for men a t  $3.10, while the price at other 
supermarkets was $3.75. I am satisfied that  the BMC has 
a very useful role t o  play. 

The question that only certain people can get 
chicken backs and so on from the BMC and others cannot 
is unknown t o  me. There is n o  way in which I will allow 
anyone in this country t o  be in any unfair position where 
the BMC is concerned. The  BMC must serve Barbados as 
it  was intended to do. I want to  go on record as saying 
that  the role of the BMC is t o  satisfy the people in all 
walks of life. 

There are producers who will bring their goods t o  
the BMC in times of glut and sell them elesewhere when 
there is n o  glut. I t  is then when they want t o  market a t  
the BMC. These are people who want t o  get the best of 
both words and who will find themselves in difficulty 
from time t o  time. 

This study that we are dealing with now is one by 
which the marketing system of the BMC will be taken 
into account. The  hon. member for St .  Lucy said that the 

consultant fees w d  be high. I am sure that as a member 
of a trade union he knows that these consultant charges 
go according t o  the quantum involved. The marketing of 
all sorts of goods are involved, and while i t  may seem t o  
be somewhat expensive, it. is not really so  in the 
circumstances. 

The Government took a very conscious decision in 
December, 1977 t o  have the BMC relocated. There was 
the question of cold storage and all of those things. While 
consultant fees on the surface might seem to be large I d o  
not think that according t o  the fees that people charge 
today they are very large. I believe that the BMC, 
properly run, can d o  a very good job in this country. I 
want to compliment the Chairman of that corporation 
and the present Board for the very good job  which they 
have done up t o  now. I believe that with the correct 
public co-operation they will continue t o  d o  so. As long 
as they continue t o  d o  things that are right, they will 
enjoy my support;  and I will not hesitate t o  take the 
necessary steps t o  correct any situation that is not 
working correctly. With the support of the Government, 
the BMC will continue t o  play the role which i t  had been 
playing within the past two years. 

Hon. C. L .  BOLDEN: Mr. Chairman, just two weeks 
ago this Chamber saw an exercise which was instituted by 
the hon. member for St.  Michael North Central when he 
brought a Resolution seeking t o  condemn the hon. 
member for St.  James for -aking certain remarks and 
then saying that the member's remarks were distasteful. 
We are told that politicians are not supposed to make 
such statements, and therefore 1 would never have 
thought that the hon. member would have made the 
statement that he made in relation t o  the closing of the 
Barbados Marketing Corporation; because throughout the 
many years that we have been associated with each other, 
the hon. member has always talked about the need for 
improving the position of the small man in this country 
and he always appeared to be interested in the small 
farmers of this country. 
9.05 p.m. 

But  the statement tonight that the Government 
should seek to close the BMC and use the money in other 
avenues certainly discloses the hidden realities in the 
member's mind, and in truth and in fact, he does no t  
care anything about small people in this community. 

The BMC was established by an Act of Parliament 
sometime in 1960  or very early in 1961 and if one looks 
at  the functioning of that Corporation, one would see 
that it is t o  facilitate the marketing of agricultural 
produce. One of the weakest sectors in Barbados and in 
the Caribbean is the marketing of agricultural produce, 
and if we in Barbados a t  anytime henceforth seek t o  close 
the BMC you might as well pass the appropriate laws a t  
the same time t o  eliminate some 12,000 small farmers in 
this country. 



When I was Minister responsibie for Agriculture, Mr. 
Chairman, I appreciated that there are many Tech3:ical 

officers who would tell you that it is impossibie t o  cate: 
t o  sniali farmers, bu: wfier: you look a t  i h t  situation that 
exists Ln Barbados where you have large f z m e r s  and small 
farmers, when y o s  look at  thc Rote1 I n d ~ s : ~ ,  they 
basicdly utilise quite a large percentage of the 
agricultural produce produced in Barbados. You ask 

yourself, what ocher avenues would there be for the srndl 
farmer with Iris few square meters cf 13fld who still 
&dulge in the ~ l a n d n ~  o i  agricultural products. 

When you take into account thar under the last 
administrati011 several plantations were sub-divided into 

areas of 1 hectare or less, anJ those areas have been 
lying idle and if you take into account that this 

administration pledged t o  the people of  :his country that 
we will brirlg back the idle land into production, if you 

also take into account that it is the policy no: only of 
this administration but of the last administration that 

there should be a diversification programme so that we 
are not  totally dependant on sugar, %!id if you take into 
account that this adminLtrztior1 believes in the export of 

vegetables that can be profitabiy g o w n  in Earbados, you 

ask yourself what other institution are you goirig CO bring 

about t o  handle the rrrarketing from the p1antr;tions and 

other sectors down t o  the small farmer t o  a few square 

ineters of land. 

i n  every country there is some agricu1turai 

marketing institution that looks after all iarrners aild if at 

the time of the DLP the BMC was losing :none:;, it was 
losing inoriey because the presel-it h,Iinbter of Agriculture 
now saw the recalcitrant narcrc c i  some of thr w ~ r k e i s  
down there who wer: sent doivi: there as party hacks, 
and whiking about doing nothkt:. They :aid the Ivlinister 

sent me d o v . ~  Eere and yoti cai:ncit tell me what t o  do. 

Mr. Chsirrrian, v;e X L  !coking at  the BMC. lii 
Barbldos d:rl-:: is stl!i ::G effective consuiner ~ssuciation. 
We have dr:ised a policy whcreSy tht. B?,:iC can produce 
products in diis cocntry !v:lic!i wouid set a ;>a:terit for 
the other :;upermarkets in tlii:, c,>::ntr-y You liave a 

number of ernpicyed a: the BM(:. In the Carlcorn 

Agreeinent, oidy Governmerit Institutions can p*; t~cii;aie 
in  the exercise of the Agricultural Marketing 1'1-otocoi. 

If you iciv, M:. 2;iai:~nxl?, sttk :o get oranges 
from St. Lvci;, orar?geea i h ~ r  219 6 1 . ~ ~ : ~ i ~ g  ~ ~ l d e r  the trees 

morning, noon and nigiii-. yc i l  will Cirkd that thc 

tiarketiilg t 'orporatior~ of Sr. Lucia will odi; send to ihe 

M t r k ~ ~ : ; ~  C o q o r a ~ i o n  of Barbados. 

?<l,.-;i we grow orions iq this country t o  export 
to erher Caribbeari territories, you will find that the BMC 
H ihc soie exportei of c-~iions it? tire A p c u ! n r d  
Marketing Protrco: L.! i";iL:om ra6 i: c m  only send t o  a 
~ ~ t n l a r  Gcr~rrr?mcr=r Ir:b:'!mtion ir; anotiier Caricom 

territory, and the hon. member tells you that this 
Government must close it  down, shut it  down. What is he 

seeking t o  d o ?  'iestroy & ~ e  very foilndation of which tire 
BZP has Fledged to bring this country ou t  of the financial 
difficulties that pditica! party left i t  in. Then :hey wil! 
w d k  a b o t ~ t  and tell the people that the BLP shut down 
the HMC. sent home 250 people, 2nd then peace would 

reign. Then i;oi: cannot c d i  that a slip. I d o  slot if 
you can c;& it mileage, but I d o  not  understand 
if the hori. member r~ril!:~ understood what it meant. 

The hon. mernber from St .  Lucy cam; irk like a 
Defence Counsel. The client having c o n m i t ~ e d  a murder. - 

the witnesses havc seen, the pd ice  have arrested him, b3t 
the Defence Counse! must sts! try his best t~ say 
somcthir~g. I %era this is Parliament. Thc people in the 

J o n e  would have heard the statement. ?'he 
newpzpers  if: they are honest, will headiine tornorruw 
'Caddie sayr shilt down 8MC" and why does he want to 
sItut ~t dwaln? You  h o i v  ~ 1 1 ) ;  he wants t o  shut i t  dokvr~, 
Mr. Cha i insn ,  i i  you really think, &is year is the f i z i t  
year. withii: the last ?i  years, that Barbziiils has had so 
n ~ u c h  rainfall. That  is the Grst year that Barbados wo~.id 
LP producing more vegetables than wouId br: the iifetime 
of t!le L)LP but  you see what they want? Shut  it  down 

now. Every fa.rm-.r in Barbados orit thzre growing 
scmetbing. 

We have prcduccd bptween l?st year and h i 5  y r x  
wore yams tlldn hale  ever beeii produced in the 15  years 

che DI.P has b e n  in pswer. We have exported mar- 
veget'sble5 fr?r-cl this cou~l t ry  than ever the DLP has beer? 
I:I power a id  d! went through die BMC. 

Mr. Chairmm, we lowered the price of chicker. 

backs and imparted n!cre than they had :ver imported ~t 

a lower and better qrice t o  the co:ls:imers than they had 
tver d~::'. TheL  want .to close it  down ilotv. E v c ~ ~ t h i n ~  
ye:.:. look at agiculturally has gczne up,  and d e f a c e d  the 

figures cf ir!ipor: *nd r:xpoit that <h:,;{ ha:.t- ever Jone 
. . 

2nd the lion. member wants to  clsse down the RMC. YI,:: 

krrow why? When the scructuit is cc::npieted, \vl-ileri 
we :?;rie p:.~t in the various categories o i  cold storage &.it 

is needed in an i:.,st:tu~jon like the BMC, we shall show ro 
<h? !as? aJr:iinisrratisr1 that it can fufi~.tior, proiii;.i-bij nzd 

no: ;i they  had it g c h g .  

If you redly rtart t -  think of tviiat xvas g2ing on 
t h t r e ,  b: this poinr c'! p h e t  I thought the h ~ z .  

ni.;nibe, w o u i j  havc s 2 d  close it dcvm 11.. 2 3 . ' ! ~  1376 
wi:ei~ i: was t!lroi.;ing av..ay 32  million 2 ;.tar despire ih: 
facc t ha t  it v:= rf-fiar:ced. Mr.  Chiin~la;.;, wher. I wcct 

into cdfiie. if ycr; want t o  hear the !111al weight 05 being 
I <.. 

i:: o r t i i ,  hir. Cyr:! Wdlker,  the then Acting Manager, a 
member cjf the DLP, carrre up t o  me  saying he w a ~ t c d  
$1.2  illion ion by the Friday evening oThem:ise evrryhody ub 
a t  :he LiMC would h s ~ c  t c i  go home. They never had $ 1  .Z  
~,:i!lion under me. 'rEe most they have ever got is $500.00 



" in an overdraft and that has nothing t o  d o  with when I 
asked for the Accounts and they showed me the 
accounts, and if you  look down the list of acccunts you 
will see members of the DLP who owed the BMC money 
and did not  pay it  and you will understand why i t  was 
losing money. 
9.15 p.m. 

This has nothing to do, Mr. Chairman, with my 
walking into the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce 
where the manager called me and said "let me show you 
something", and he  showed me two documents signed by 
one Branford Taitt ,  Minister responsible for Trade for 
$400,000 for onions on  a short term loan that was never 
paid back, and the BMC was iosing money. In 1976 the 
hon. member, a member of the Cabinet, had the chance 
t o  tell the then Minister of Finance to  shut down the 
BMC and save the country money, but  he ,did not do it 
then. (A VOICE: How d o  you know?) I have heard of 
the hon. member ta!king with the Minister of Finance. 
Bur you see, Mr. Chairman, now thc L)MC is out  of the 
wav of darkness and out  of debt,  now it has been 
m a ~ a g e d  effectively, now that the Government has maac 
plans t o  pu t  agriculture and the BMC on  a proper footing, 
what you  hear o n  31st October is t o  chase home the 
workers of  the BMC, close it down and save money. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, this evening there was a 
Resolution in this Chamber t o  pay the Coast Guard. and 
although the Coast Guard got paid up t o  the end of last 
month, you heard them in here saying she poor hungry 
people d o  not know where they are going t o  get anything 
from t o  cause them t o  go down t o  the ground because of 
n o  this and n o  that, but  at the same time, less than eight 
hours thereafter you hear close down the BMC, send 
home the workers and starve the people. Now that is the 
very Resolution they wanted t o  choke the hon. member 
for St. James with and he never said that.  Mr. Chairman, 
I would be the  first t o  say t o  the Prime Minister 
"goodbye" if I heard him say he was going t o  close the 
BMC as the hon. member would want to  close it. 
(Asides.) That does not worry me. That is like your 
drawing up  under Frank. 

Mr. Chairman, all I am saying is that we have a 
responsibility t o  the farmers of this country. The farmers 
were frustrated when the Barbados Labour Party came 
into power. Small farmers about the country said it was 
not worth their while t o  get involved in agriculture. I 
went into office and before I did the newspapers were 
saying that the pig farmers were waiting for the Minister 
t o  solve the problem created under their government. 
Who saved them? The Barbados Marketing Corporation 
came t o  their rescue. Today you have a viable pig farming 
industry in this country. The poultry farmers had their 
problems and the BMC came t o  their rescue, and the very 
people will go outside and tell you that the Government 
must d o  something t o  help small entrepreneurs, the small 

black workers, the small this and the small the next,  but  
then you hear t o  shut down the BMC and put  them o u t  
in the dark. How can you ever operate? Everyone o f  their 
members will tell this Government they must d o  this for 
small businessmen, it must d o  that for small businessmen, 
but when the politicians come in here they say shut it 
down and leave the small businessmen out  there in the 
streets. I really and truly d o  not understand the hon. 
member tonight. He said that the millions of dollars that 
went into the BMC could be used in some other 
profitable exercise. But how much money has the 
Barbados Labour Party put into the BMC so far? You 
know what has happened t o  us. We are saddled with a 
debt of nearly $ l %  million that the Chamber of  
Commerce sald under the DLP they could not hear a 
word from as t o  whether they would get paid or not.  
(Asides.) 'The Canadian Rank of Commerce was $400,000 
for overdraft, Barclays Bank was 61.5 million, the 
Chamber of Commerce and another $1.5 million, and 
they wrote t o  me when 1 was Minlstet and they came and 
saw me and said "Mr. Minister, I know it is not your 
debt,  the debt was not incurred during your regime, it 
was incurred during the reginie of the DLP but  the 
members would not e len speak t o  us about i t .  We beg 
you, give us d little bit; we will go along with you. Tell L:S 

how you are going to pay us. Even if you pay us over the 
next ten years, we know it is something coming in". But 
you know what the hon,  member wants? Liquidate the 
BMC and so the debt has gone through the eddoes and 
the Government would have no credibility in Bridgetown, 
and they will then walk about and say "You see the 
DLP, you see whom you voted into power, people that 
killed your debt. That is what they would like us t o  do, 
but responsible Government operates in a far different 
way. I d o  not think anybody in Government could shut 
down the BMC. They have put money into it. What we 
are trying t o  d o  is  t o  rescue the situation like we have 
had t o  rescue every situation that  the DLP got involved 
in. The Housing Authority, as the Hon. Minister has 
reminded me, under the DLP is riddled in debt ,  but you 
d o  not do it that way. 

Mr. Chairman, it would appear as if the hon. 
members over there have a strange way of operating. I d o  
not know if the hon. member for St .  Lucy agrees with 
the hon. member for St .  Michael North Central or not ,  
but he seems t o  be backing him up. I d o  nat  really think 
that he understood the hon. member's statement, because 
the workers down there tomorrow morning, when they 
understand what the hon. member for St.  Michael North 
Central has said and the hon. member for St.  
Lucy ........ d o  you know something? He went so far as t o  
say that as far as the union is concerned they will no t  
meet with the hon. member for St.  James even despite 
the fact that the hon. member is trying t o  keep the 
workers at  work for the Union t o  get its dues, because 
when the workers go home n o  Union dues will be paid. 
(Asides) Oh,  no, they get their money from the Union 
even although the workers have gone home. 



Mr. Chairman, today is a black day for this country. 
It  is a black day for the  farmers of this country; it is a 
black day for anybody who believes in low prices when 
the members of  the Opposition who, as they say, look 
ou t  for the ~ e o p l e  o u t  there and all this talk about this 
48%, and can now say t o  shut down the RMC. I hope 
they fully understand the implication and the true 
socialists in this particular country. 

Mr. JOHNSON: Mr. Chairman, I have here in my 
hand some figures which suggest that the ac~umula ted  
deficit of the Barbados Marketing Corporation is of the 
order of $10 million, all accumulated under the regime of  
the Democratic Labour Party from 1963 uctil  1977. We 
inherited that  situation, and don't forget that the 
Government of  Barbados has ploughed millions of dcillars 
trying to recover a bad situation that existed at that 
Corporation for all these years. Tonight in Barbados 230 
odd mothers and fathers are going about their dally 
routine crblivious of  the fact that a senior member of  the 
Democratic Labour Party at this Kioinent is standing up 
in the House of Assembly and saying that they should 
starve and that they shouid b c  dismissed from their work 
in order to  save money. 
9.25 p.ni. 

Now $10 million, of  accuxnulated deficit. When they were 
in power nobody said that something ought t o  be done to 
save money. But for the first time the Barbados 
Marketing Corporation has sliown that it is a useful 
organization in this society, and yet the hon, member for 
St. Michael North Central, a man who has clinics by the 
wayside, who is supposed t o  have sprung from the grass 
roots in Carrington Village and who was nurtured by Mr. 
Mottley ... 

Dr. CADDLE: On a point of order, Mr. Chairman, 
the hon. member has made a statement about being 
nurtured by Mr. Mottley. I would like t o  know where he 
got that fxom, f o r  it is not true; so don't start with that. 

Mr. JOHNSON: A man supposed t o  be a product of 
the grass roots, who has constituents working a: the 
Barbados Marketing Corporation, comes in here calling for 
their dismissal on the eve of Christmas, a t h e  when 
everybody looks forward t o  being able t o  pay 
accumulated debts for things acquired during the year - 
refrigerators, stoves, etc., and y o c  are teuing us we should 
shut down the BMC. And the hon. member who is the 
union representative, a representative of  the workers, sat 

by your side and heard you say that and made not a 
word of  plotest. You indicated that you were absolutely 
cextain ... 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Please address the Chair. 

Mr. JOHNSON: Mr. Chairman, I am talking t o  the 
Chair. The hon. member for SF. Michael North Central 

(L 

indicated that he did not believe any disadvantage would 
result if the BMC was closed. In his mind 250 jobless 
people is n o  disadvantage in this country. 

Dr. CADDLE: On a point of explanation, Mr. 
Chairman, I d o  not mind the hon. member carrying on 
this harangue, but I said I did not believe there would be 
any disadvantage ro the farmers, consumers or the 1 

Government. 
r* 

Mr. JOHNSON: Mr. Chairman, I have it written 
down. "We d o  not believe there would be any 
disadvantage if the BMC is shut down"' He said one 
outstandir:g problem in this country is unemployment; hp + 
made :hat remark. And right after that he suggests 
c r e a t i y  250 more jobless s ; ~ ~ a t i o n s .  And that is not all. 
The barbado5 Marketing Corporation does not only 
employ people who are directiy ir.vo1-zed there. With a 
tune of 11.5 miliina in salaries arid wages which we r c y  m 
out every year yocl ale askng  us t o  wipe that out.  not t o  
mention the fact that we are responsible for makir~g 
certain that people who have t o  depend on  a quarter acre 
of l s l d  have a place to  market rheir produce. The 
Barbados Marketing Corporation is there t o  make sure 
tndt those people who depend on the land are able t o  
find a safe market for their produce, and those include 
the peasant farmers in this country, some of  whom come 
from St. Michaei North Central. But if the papers d o  not 
report it I will tell the people of S t .  Michael North A 

Central that their represelltative said they should be fired. 
I will also tell the farmers of St. Michael North Central - 
and there are poultry farmers and vegetable farmers - 
that their representative said that the BMC should be  shut 
down. 

Sir, I would like you t o  understand the magnitude 
of the task the BMC is called upon t o  perform. When we 
went t o  that Corporation in November, 1976, the 
Corporation was at a point where it was not able to  
purchase any commodities for the Christmas trade; it was 
vlrtuall) unable t o  pay salaries and wages and we had t o  
ask the Government for money for temporarv bai1il:g out.  
That was because under the previous administration a 
system of constructive lawlessness went on  time and time 
again. As a matter of  fact it  was the norm for people to  
be employed a t  the BMC and checking in full time on 
o thr r  jobs: and when we pointed out these things 
mernbers on  that side talked about the Barbadoos Labour 
Party victknizing people: those people Gver there. 
heartless and aparently godless people t.lkiilg advantage of 
a situation and then saying that we were callous m 
seelung t o  corlect these ills; and yet  two years later a 
leading member of  that party, a former Cabinet Minister 
and an avowed socialist, is going t o  come in here and 
suggest bringing further degration on  the  people who have 
t o  depend on the Barbados Marketing Corporation for 
their livelihood. 

l 



Mr. Chairman, the Barbados Marketing Corporation 
has two fundamental responsibilities. In the fust instance 
it is supposed t o  run a commerciaUy viable organization 
and it  must a t  the same time provide an avenue for the 
profitable marketing of produce from farmers. We have 
turned the Corporation around where we will shortly be 
able t o  demonstrate when audited financial statements are 
available that we have saved the  taxpayers in this financial 
year $1.G million. That is money which would have gone 

.m 

down the  drain if the corporate mismanagers were still at 
the helm - and 1 am refering t o  the former Government. 

We for the fust time in thc history of  the 
Corporation, to  the best of my rccollcction, exported 
yams and okras into North America - experimental 
exI.~orts, yes, bu t  we hacl t o  d o  the experimental work - 
proper certification by the Food and Isrug admiiilstration: 
adequate safeguards against the carryjag of pr j ts  into that - country; and ave have been able t o  send yams and okras 
t o  North America and we h . iw -:inblc tiirii&g trade i:i 

yams with tile United S->.tes, all through the efforts of 
the Ba.rbados Mal-keting Corporation. We have successfully 
shipped sweet potatoes t o  the United Kingdom and we 
h a ~ e  every reason t o  believe that is furure sweet potatoes 
will form one of our  export crops because we have 
demonstrated that we can package potatoes t o  arrive at 
thei-  destination in good condition. 

So the Barbados Marketing Corpo~atiiBn is not a 

candidate for closure. I believe that if anyone is at a11 
honest it will be recognized that we are clearly a n  the 
road t o  recovtry, thanks to  the efforts of  the 
Barbados Labour Party Governnlent, and calling f ~ r  thc 
closure of the Barbados Marketing Corporation ncw ts not 
going t o  stop us because we have only now b e g ~ n .  and as 
they say in common parlance, the hon. member for St.  
hl~chael  North Central "ain't see cothlng yet." 
9.35 p m .  

Now, Sir. he talked about the Baymart. When we 
went t o  the Barbados Mntketlrlp ('otporatlor, in 
November, a!l areas of  commer, i~l  activity at  the BMC 
were at  a gross loss pobitiort. There was a whole lot of 
pilfcriritz going on. I heard people boasting openly that 
they had bullt bungalows ou t  of the Barbado, Marketing 
Corporation. I ].;now the names, and : could call them 
now. That was aidtd and abetted by the Democratic 
1-abour Party. The BMC Baymart had 2 system whereby 
the cashiers would write on  the bill "cancelled" and the 
goods went through the door in any cdse. That was 
something for wllich a man was ultinlately charged. Even 
today when the IIarLados Labour Party is in power, a 
former employee of  the BMC is still going down there 
trying t o  engage in malpractices. We had t o  turn the man 
over. 

They now have the audacity t o  come here and say 
close it  down. Why did they not  make that decision then? 

I am !glad t o  be able t o  report that since we opened the 
BMC supermarket under new conditions there has been a 
gross profit o f  16.9%. Other supermarkets in Barbados 
used t o  have sales o f  $40,000.00 a week, whereas we have 
sales of $85,000.00 a week.-I saw the wife of  the former 

#. 

Leader of the Opposition shopping easiiy at  the Baymart. 
We have put in piped in music for the shoppers, and we 
notice that other supermarkets are putting in piped music 
too.  We have arrangements so that if there are any 
shoplifters about we will spot them. 

We have had sales of $85,000 a week and they will 
soon top $100,000 a week. The Barbados Marketing 
Corporation has money far  brand new equipment. We did 
not have t o  go begging for it .  The money that used t o  be 
stolen by people t o  buy bungalows is now being 
invested. WC have added to our assets in the last two 
years. As I have said, new equipment throughout. We 
have a new Board room and new furniture. All of these 
are items that arc there providing new assets for the 
corporation. That is somc of the money that peorrle used 
to cm-\; Away bei"orc. That type of  lawlcs.;ncss is ended 
forever. 

This lcgislatiori is t o  provide facilities for thc BMC. 
I am sorry that i have t o  disappoint or disconcert the 
1lo1i. member for St .  Michac! North Ccntral whcn 1 say 
that tile BMC is nor closing down. WC havc new plans for 
re!ocating the BEvlC, and we are corrrmittcd t o  paying for 
it. Mr. Chairman, I believe that our approach t o  the 
nlariagernerlt of the BMC wi!l results that the peopic 
of this dountry are secking. Only last month 1 was in thc 
[!SA and 1 concluded an agrecrncnt with a company who 
will be agents in Barbados for the first time. WC d o  not 
have t o  go and beg anybody t o  sell the BMC anything. 
WC can sell to  them. 
9.45 p.171. 

And  whereas peop!c urrd KO be under the misraken 
impression that if they are agents for product A ,  they 
were the only persons whv hzd the right t o  distribute i t .  I 
have news for thern i;r:~usc the rcason why the 
supe,-market prices have bccn tumbling and coming down 
all cver Barbados 1s precisely becausc of the direct 
importation prograrnme ot down-grading at the BMC. 

We went t o  Miami to  import some which 
are distributed by merchants here in this country. We 
imported them through independen: brokers, paid the 
freight, paid the duty,  put it at the BMC and were able t o  
charge substantially cheaper than the merchants who were 
agents for the product. 1 am talking about a 1 lb. tin o f  
peanut butter. We were able t o  sell the 4 lb. tin of  but ter  
for the same  rice they were selling the 1 lb. but ter  for in  
this country, and that is how significant the Corporation 
is working. 

We have a situation and we are rectifying it. Right 
now in the BMC there are two containers of products 



directly imported. You see people messing around with 
soap powder saying they cannot get it here and they 
cannot get it there. Come to  the BMC next week. We are 
not going to be held hostage by merchants any longer. 
The BMC is a free enterprise and a free enterprise just 
like any other Corporation in town. We are Government 
owned but we operate on a bee system. We are 
competitive. We import wherever we can buy the goods 
cheaper and we pass it on  t o  the consumer. 

You have never seen in this country before two 
whole pages saying KeDogs CornFlakes formerly $4.50 
now $3.85. Chicken legs forlaerl; $2.80 now $1.85. YOU 

wiU never see that in the history of Barbados. I am not 
asking you I am telling you and the reason why you are 
s ~ i n g  it now is because of the SMC's policy of direct 
importation. It is beginning to break through and the 
beneficiaries are the consumers of Barbados and instead 
of gokg out arid telling your constituencies that they can 
go to the BMC and save mcrlty you walk about talking 
about shutting it down. Instea? of refling them you have 
a deal for them, that the $60.00 a week they *re getting 
as domesti~ wwants ,3r whatever can stretch a little 
further at the iJMC, shut it down, and ier prices go back 
up in thz air. 

Chicken legs were $2.80 per pound only a year ago 
and I heard Goddards advertising them last week at 
$1.95. You know why, because they were paying less to 
bring chicken legs into this country so precisely they had 
to  force the prices down. We do not have to listen to 
merchants or anybody like that telling us that we are not 
to  do this and we are not to do that. I have never known 
the old house ... 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order please. Some order please. i 
M r .  JOHNSON: Mr. Chairman, Sir, 1 would like to 

say that the new facilities at the ~ a r k e t i n g  Corporation 
that we are talking about here tonight will make us more 
effeciive in our programme and distribution. This is the 
first order of the business. Distribution, We have a 
supermarket, not because we like supermarkers 
necessarily, but because it is a monetary point. The 
United States Government works precisely the same 
programme. It holds prices in check because whenr~er  
they go too high they just have to  advertise it and force 
prices back in line. This is precisely what the BMC is 
doing. It is holding prices in line. All we have to do is to 
advertise when the prices are too high and get thcm back 
in line. 

Mr.  Chairman, I heard the hon. member for St. 
Lucy scoff at chicken backs. You know something, Sir, 
these are middle-class snobs that we have over there. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Just a minute, before you speak 
on your point of order I will like the hon. member to 

withdraw his remarks. 

Mr. JOHNSON: I did not call anybody's name, Sir. 
I just mentioned middleclass snobs. I did not say 
Greaves. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member will withdraw 
his words. 

Mr. JOHNSON: Mt. Chairman, Sir, with all grave 
respect .... 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member will please 
withdraw. 

Mr. JOHNSON: If the hon. member for St. Michael 
South West thought that I was referring to  him as a 
half-baked, middle-class snob, I will withdraw. 

Mr. CHAIRhlAN: I ask you to withdraw. 

Mr. JOHNSON: I have withrlrawn, Sir. 

Mr. CHAIKMAI%: That will be taken from the 
records. Let it be recorded that the hon. member 
withdrew his comments. 

Mr. JOHNSON: The hon. member for St. Lucy 
scoffed at chicken backs. I want him to know that the 
people in Barbados consume in the order of 3 to  4 
million chicken backs a year and that same man who 
scoffed, if you sneak up in his kitchen one night you will 
find ihat he has some in there. The only difference is that 
he is going to go in and say he has bought it for his dog, 
but the poor people of Barbados have to  buy them 
because they are a fine source of cheap proteins for them. 

I want the people of Barbados to  take note that 
these people on that side, the hon. members on that side, 
feel that people who eat chicken backs do  not count in 
this society, but I want the member for St. Michael South 
West to know that he could not sit in this House tonight 
if the p e ~ p l e  who eat chicken backs in his constituency 
sat at home. He could not get in here. The hon. member 
for St. Michael North Central could not get in here either 
and you all come in here and sccff? 

Mr. Chairman, Sir, I want you to know that the 
chicken backs we are now talking about used to  sell in this 
country for 67c in 1965 and 1966, in 1975 and 1976, 
and the hon. member for St. Joseph and the then 
Minister of Agriculture and his Government know that 
they were structured in here at* Sc here for this fellow 
and 5c there for that fellow. I want you t o  hear this. 
Chicken backs were selling in 1975 on the International 
market for 1 4 . 5 ~  per lb. U.S. It was 15c per pound U.S., 
30c landed at Barbados, but the DLP still sold it to  the 
poor people of Barbados for 67c. Now listen to  this. We 
have been in power for two years. 



- Mr. TAITT: On a point of  order, Sir. The hon. 
member is misleading the Hocse. You cannot say that 
they were 15c  U.S., landing here at  30c. i f  they were 15c 
U.S. per lb. they cannot possibly land here at  the same 
15c  U.S. per lb. 

Mr. JOHNSON: Mr. Chairman, the reason why the 
BMC was in such a mess was because the Minister then 
did not have the slightest iota or concern of  what running 
a Corporation was all about. He knows nothing. 15c per 
lb. U.S. landed means 15c per lb. landed. 
9.55 p.m. 

Fifteen cents a pound US landed means 1 5  cents a 
pound landed, so how much simpler can I make i t ?  That 
is what i said. Stick t o  law; two weeks. Leave out the big 
business work. Mr. Chairman, a t  that time landed at 3 0  
cents he controlled the price at 67  cents. The Minister 
here controlled it a t  4 8  cents a pound for two years and 
the price has gone up  t o  20  cents odd  and we have had 
t o  relax that  for  the first time in two years, and it is still 
cheaper than it  was in 1975. 

I am going t o  wind u p  now, but this whole 
Resolution is about providing facilities for the BMC t o  
carry on  its enlightened programme, a programme which 
the consumers of  Barbados have come to appreciate 
because if they did not  sense that something was going on  
down there, they would not  increase their sales by  twice. 
The only member for St .  Michael South West might not 
understand it, bu t  his constituents understand it because I 
see them in their shopping, and he should go on the 
platform next time around and tell them that if they eat 
chicken backs he  does not  require their vote. He should 
have the courage t o  go ou t  there and tell them that.  

On  that  note, Sir, I would like to  recommend that 
we all support this Resolution so that we can provide 
the facilities that we have been talking about  so that the 
programme of the Barbados Marketing Corporation can 
continue. 

Mr. TAITT rose. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, before the hon. 
member speaks, it is now 1 0  o'clock. We know the staff 

L of Parliament are supposed t o  work up  t o  1 0  o'clock. I 
.L am not quite sure of the time factor, but  I have just been 

informed by one of the Deputy Clerks. The hon.  member 
for St. Michael South West, as usual, starts like the 
elephant o n  the carpet, floating back. Sam Brown has 
now come. All that the hon. member had t o  d o  was t o  
come back in here at  8.30 p.m. He should have been in 
here at 8.15 p.m. I t  is his bounden duty t o  come in here. 
If he  expects us t o  have any problems ....... 

Mr. TAITT: On a point of order ,......... 

Mr. CHAIKMAN: Just let the hon. member make 
his point of order. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: There ts no point of order. I am 
1 just trying to straighten out the path. We will come back 

tomorrow. Tell Sldney Poitier t o  sit down for a moment. 
I am just trying t o  straighten out  something. Tell the 

I actor to  sit down for a mn~ner l t  HP can act downstairs. 

The position is t?i;lt I believe that my culleagues 
would have t o  come b:,r-k tomorrow. We will have t o  stop 
now and we wiil colrle ~ J L - k  toinorrow at  9.30 a.m. or 1 0  
o'clock. This Government i:; a business-like Government. 
You have not got t o  come to prayers or to  form a 
quorum; we will form one. 'The position is that I bclieve 
we would have to report progress ~lrilcss they would allow 
us t o  go through with the ~ c s o l u t i o n  for anot)n::r ten  

minutes. I have seen an indication from the I<cportcr at 
the table and we would have t o  Sc in a position t o  havc 
this go right through i::r a!lo:her ten minutes. If James 
Brown is prepared r o  p u t  c:!, ..;.I scr now, hc would know WC 

would havc t o  finish by ~ n o t l i e r  five minutes. 

The questicn that HeLd 109 - Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and Consurncr Alfairs stand part, was 
put and resolved in the affitmutive u~ithout division. 

RESOLUTION TO I IMf  WD hOTE T O  lTEM 5 
UNDER HEAD 1 10 - MINISTRY OF THE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1311s Ilesoiutlon stands in the 
name of  the Hon . $ t t o : ~ i j  Ocneral t o  move the passing 
of a Resolution ro a~- i~e l l J  the note t o  Head 110 - 
Ministry of the Attctljic) Gcn~r ' l l  - Item 5 - Vchiclca - 
of the Estimates 1978-79. 

Rt .  Hon. J .  M. G .  M .  AIIAMS: Mr. Chairman, this is 
a very simple matter. 'The Police want t o  buy motor 

cycles. The item "Motor (:yclcs" was orrlitred from the 
note in the Es t i~~ia tes .  Tiie:~ are very particular and 
pernickety in thcse davs. They d o  not want any more 
Commissions of  Enqui? and therefore we are asking that 
the note be a m e ~ d e d  t c l  ntld rnoror cycles. 

I beg t o  iove that this Kesolution d o  now pass. 

Hon. L. 5 CRAIC: I beg to second that. 

The questi was p~t and resolved ivr the 
affirtnative withuu - Jiuisiun. 

RESOLUTION ! t AMEND THE NUMBER OF AN 
ITEM CONTAIh i l )  IN KESOLUTION 4211978: 

SUPPLEMENTAil'f ESTIMATES 1978-79 No. 5 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Thla Resolution stands in the 
name of t e Hon. Prime Minister t o  move the passing of  a 
Resolution t o  amend the  numhei of an Item contained in 



character. Apparently two new Items were being prepared 
in the Ministry of Education at the same time and both 
of them were given the Item number "21", 20 being the 
last Item under the Capital Vote. These were the "Hotel 
School", and the "Project Implementation Unit". We have 
already passed the Project Implementation Unit, indeed 
we passed both of them, so you have two Items 21, and 
they want an amendment to that. I understand that all 
these things are necessary but they would wish the Hotel 
School Item amended to read "22.". 

Resolution 4211 978: Supplementary Estimates 1978-79, 
No. 5. 

Rt. Hon. J. M. G. M. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, this is 
another amendment. An amendment of a different 

I beg to move that this Resolution d o  now pass. 

I 
On the separate motions of Hon. L. S. CRAIG, 

seconded by Hon. L ,  B.  BRATHWAITE, the Resolutions 
were read a first and second time and agreed to. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: I beg to second that. 

Hon. L. S. CRAIG: Mr. Speahzr, I think we have 
had a long an; i r~ t~res t ing  day and 1 want to r,.,:~ that 
the House stand adjourn unrii Tuesday 7th November, 
1978, at 12  Noon. Rut b e f ~ r e  doing so, I feel I would be 
failing in my duty 2' I did not say thanks to the 
Reporters and Staff oi  Parli~tnent for what I censider a 
hard day. They may not h. 2 beell in a position to enjoy 
the blows that we put on the Oppositioi~ in the last 
moment, with the two boys who "stood on the burning 

+ 

deck when alI but they had fled." 

The question was put and resolved in the 
affirmative without division. 

I beg to move, Sir, that this House do now adjourn 
until Tuesday, 7th November, 1978 at 1 2  Noon. 

On motion of Hon. L. S .  CRAIG, seconded by Hon. 
L. B. BRATHWAITE, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the 
passing of three Resolutions in Committee of Supply, and 
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 
10.05 p.m. 

Hon. L. B. BRATHWAITE: I beg to second that. 

The question that the House do now adjourn until 
Tuesday, 7th November, 1978 at 12 Noon was put and 
resolved in the affimati1:e without division and Mr. 
SPEAKER adjourned the Hor:s< accordingly. 
10.10 p.m. 




