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Prayers were led by Rev. Father 2van Harewood.

Mr. DEPUTY CLERK: In the absence of His
Honour the Speaker and in the absence of His Honour the

Deputy Speaker, are there any nominationsfor a temporary
Presiding Officer?

Hon. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Deputy Clerk, in the
absence of His Honour the Speaker and in the absence of
His Honour the Deputy Speaker, | beg to move that the
Honourable Member for St. Philip South be appointed
Acting Speaker.

Mr. DEPUTY CLERK: Are there any other
nominations? There being no other nominations, | therefore
declare the Honourable Member for St. Philip South Acting
Speaker.

Mr. ACTING SPEAKER: The House is in session.
The Minutes of Tuesday, November 3, 1992,

Hon. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Acting Speaker, the
Minutesof the House of Assembly for Tuesday the 3rd day
of November have been circulated and it i's presumed have
been read.

| beg to move that these Minutes be now confirmed.

Hon. E. E. GREAVES: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Acting Speaker, | beg to
give notice of the Evidence Bill, 1992.

NOTICES OF QUESTIONS

Mr. ACTING SPEAKER: The Honourable Member
for St. Michael South East re the sdle df Transport Board
buses by March 31, 1993.

Mr. DeL. O. BRADSHAW: To ask the Minister of
Public Works, Communicationsand Transportetion:

Will the Minister please dtate -

(i) Whether in accordance with its declared policy,
Government is proceeding with the sale of al
Transport Board buses by March 31, 1993?

(ii) theterms under which Government proposes to
dispose o its assets in the Transport Board?

(iii) the names of persons or companies who have
indicated an interest in purchasing the tota
assets of the Transport Board?

Mr. ACTING SPEAKER: The same Honourable
Member re the sde of Transport Board buses to the
Barbados Workers Union Cooperative Credit Union.

Mr. DeL. O. BRADSHAW: To ak the Minister of
Public Works, Communicationsand Transportation:

Will the Minister please tate if -

(i) any agreement has been reached between the
Transport Board and the Barbados Workers
Union Cooperative Credit Union Ltd. with
regard to the sde to the Barbados Workers
Union Cooperative Credit Union Ltd. of any
Transport Board buses?

(i) if the answer is no, will the Minister state
whether there are any current negotiationswith
any other parties with a view to selling any or
al of the remaining buses of the Transport
Board?

Mr. ACTING SPEAKER*. The same Honourable
Member re free travel for old age pensonerson private

transport systems.

Mr. DeL. O. BRADSHAW: To ask the Minister of
Public Works, Communicationsand Transportation:

1, Is the Minisger aware that some Old Age
Pensioners who were given passs to trave free

on Transport Board buses can no longer do 0
because of the remova o Transport Board buses
from the areas in which they live?

2. Will the Minister please also state the number o
Old Age Pensioners, indigent and incapecitated
persons who have thus been adversdly affected by
Government'sdecision toremove TransportBoard
buses from the areain which they live?

3. Will the Minigter please further state whether
Government hes proposed or is proposing
arrangements with private operators who now
service these abandoned routes to enable the
categories of persons cited above to travel on the
private transport syssem on terms which are not
less favourable than those formerly provided by
the Transport Board?

Mr. ACTING SPEAKER: The same Honourable
Member re regular and religble transportation sysem in
rurd aress after privetization.

Mr. DeL, O. BRADSHAW: To ask the Minister of
Public Works, Communications and Transportation:

1 Will the Minigter state whether the Trangport
Board proposes to retain a number of buses
specificaly to service the rural aress &fter the
privatization policy has been put into effect?

2. If the answer is no, will the Minister please Sate
what arrangementshis Ministry proposesto put in
placein order to ensurethat personslivingin rura
aress, especidly workers, receive a regular and
reliable transportation service?

Mr. ACTING SPEAKER: The same Honourable
Member re plansfor trangportation of school children when
privatization takes place.

Mr. DeL. O. BRADSHAW: To ask the Minister of
Public Works, Communicationsand Transportation:

1. Will the Ministzr state whet plansthereare for the
transportation of school children should the
privatization of Government transport be effected
by March 31, 19937

2. Will the Minister consder retaining some
Transport Board buses for transporting school
children, the incapacitated and Old Age
Pensoners?

Mr. ACTING SPEAKER: The same Honourable
Member re current policy of one-man operated busesat the
Transport Board.
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Mr. DeL. O. BRADSHAW: To ask the Minister of
Public Works, Communicationsand Transportation:

Will the Minister please state if -

(i) thecurrentpolicy of one-man operated busesat
the Transport Board has resulted in and is
projected to realise an overdl profit for the
Board from this operation?

(i) if the answer isyes, will the Minister state what
this profit has S0 far redised and the profit
projected by March 31, 1993?

Mr. ACTING SPEAKER: The same Honourable
Member re the number of conductors who have been laid
off within the last 2 weeks from the Transport Board.

Mr. DeL. O. BRADSHAW: To ask the Minister of
Public Works, Communicationsand Transportation:

1 W the Minigter please state the number of
-— conductors who have been laid off within the last
two weeks from the Transport Board?

2. Will the Minigter please state whether there are
any conductorsstill employed with the Transport
Board?

Mr. ACTING SPEAKER: The same Honourable
Member re nonies due t0 persons severed from the
Transport Board.

Mr. Del.. 0. BRADSHAW To ask the Minister of
Public Works, Communicationsand Transportation:

1 Will the Minigter please date if dl the persons
who have recently been severed from the
Transport Board have received all monies due to
them including severance payments?

2. If the answer is no, will the Minister further state
the reasons for the continued default, and a0
specify how soon such monies will be paid?

Mr. ACTING SPEAKER: The same Honourable

Member retheprogramme of retraining for conductorswho
have been laid from t he Transport Board.

s

Mr. DeL. O. BRADSHAW: To ask the Minister of
Public Works, Communicationsand Transportation:

Will the Minister please state -
(i) if thereisaspecial programmeof retraining for

- conductors who have been laid off during the
past two weeks?

(i) if yes, will the Minigter please state the amount
that is proposed to be spent on the retraining
programme?

(iii) in relation to conductorswho have been laid off
before October 15, 1992, will the Miniger
please state how many have received retraining
in the past year and the areas in which they
have been retrained?

(iv) how many of these retrained Transport Board
workers have been gainfully reemployedand in
what fields?

12.30 p.m.

FIRST READING OF BILLS

Hon. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Acting Speaker, Sir, | beg to
move that the Evidence Bill 1992 be read a first time.

Hon. E. E. GREAVES | beg to second that, Sir.

The question that the Bill be read a first time was put
to the House and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
STANDING ORDERS

Hon. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Acting Speaker, Sir, | beg to
move that Standing Orders Nos. 6, 16, 18, 20, 42(5), 43
and 44 be suspended for the remainder of this Sitting.

Hon. E. E. GREAVES: | beg to second that, Sir.

Thequestion that those Standing Order s be suspended
for the remainder of today's sitting was put and resolved
in the affirmative without division.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Mr. ACTING SPEAKER: Government Business is
now the instant order of the day.

ORDER NO. 3-TO MOVE THE PASSING OF A
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE RENEWAL OF
A LEASE UNDER SECTION 5 OF THE CROWN
LANDS (VESTING AND DISPOSAL) ACT,
CAP. 225 TO THE BARBADOS
CRUISING CLUB OF LANDS AT
GRAVES END. ST. MICHAEL

Hon. E. E GREAVES. Mr. Acting Speaker, this
Resolution, as the Addendum explains, seeks to renew a
lease to the Barbados Cruising Club of a parcel o land
described in the First Schedule. The hitory relating to this
lease, Sir, goes back to 1967 when the then Government
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entered into a lease agreement with the Barbados Cruisng
Club in respect of 16 628 sguare feat of land & Graves
End, S. Miched. It was agreed that the land in question
would be lessad to the club for a period of 25 years
commencing on March 5, 1966, a a fixed yearly rent o
$120 per annum. This Agreement expired on March 4,
1991.

Duing this lease period the subject land
accommodated the club house rented by the Cruisng Club
and the guard house owned by the Crown. Thisarea with
the guard house formed the entrance to the Cruising Club.
Recently, following some adjusments the entrance was
changed and | will haveaword to say about the guard hut
shortly. The fact o the matter is, Sir, that in November
1990 the Cruising Club indicated that it wes interested in
renewing the lease and the Ministry of Housing and Lands
obtained a vauation from the Commissoner of Land Tax
who vaued the land, on the open market, a $16 800 per
annum.

In light of the fact that the Cruisng Club is a non
profit meking organisation, and in light of thearrangements
which were previoudy made with the Cruising Club, and
in light of the representation which wes made by the
Cruisng Club about its inability to pay any high rent, it
was decided that we would, as it were, continue with a
modest arrangement for the renta. Conseguently, we are
here seeking today, parliamentary approvd for the leese d
131175 square metres of land at Graves End, . Miched
to the Barbados Cruising Club, subject to the following
condition, thet is, that the lease shdl be for a period of 15
years & arentd rate of $2 520 per annum which shdl be
renewed every 5 years and the lessee shdl be responsible
for dl repairstothe property and the payment of al rates,
taxes, insurance premiums and assessments impased upon
the premises.

It was discovered, in the course of getting the
information put together for this lease, that somewhere
dong the line, to be precise, sometime in 1987, when the
interest of the Cruising Club was changed, that the guard
house, which apparently origindly formed pat o this
whole arrangement, hed fdlen under the control of the
Garrison Commission, but somehow or another it did not
s asif the property was being looked after as carefully
it should have been looked after and it was discovered thet
Grand Barbados seemed to have got it in their heads that
the guard hut was on their property. They hed been renting
this property to a Mr. John Stuart who is the owner of the
Tropicd Gift and Beech Shop and Grand Barbedos is
collecting rent for that purpose This is Government
property and | think it redly points to something which |
have said over and over again and something which we are
trying to do in the Minigtry, that is, to try to ensure that we
ae avae o the exigence of Government property
wheresoever it is and to make sure that the Government

property is being properly taken care of.

We ae in the process now o indiceting to Grand
Barbados thel arrangements have to be made to settle this
particular development and we will be bringing the guard
house back under our control and ensuring thet the retes
which have been collected, erroneoudy or illegdly or
whetever one wantsto say in this métter, that it be donein
thecorrect way because| want to emphasisethat t he guard
house beongs to the Government and not to Grand
Barbados

With those remarks, Sir, | would want to move that
this Resolution do now pass

Hon. W. O. FRANKLI N | beg to second thet, Mr.
Acting Spesker.

The question that the Resolution do now passwas put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.

ORDER NO. 4 - TO MOVE THE PASSING OF A
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE SALE UNDER
SECTION 5 OF THE CROWN LANDS
(VESTING AND DISPOSAL) ACT,

CAP. 225 TO THE NATIONAL
INSURANCE BOARD OF
LANDS AT CULLODEN
ROAD, ST. MICHAEL

Hon. E. E GREAVES Mr. Acting Spesker, this
Resolution seeks to condude an arrangement for the
disposa of 11799 squaremetresd land a Culloden Road,
. Miched by way of sde to the Nationd Insurance
Boad.

12.40 p.m,

TheNational |nsurance Board occupied gpproximetely
27 000 square feet of office space in Farchild Street.
During 1988 the Director of the Nationa Insurance advised
theMinistry of Housingand Lands that the Board proposed
to congtruct approximately 80 000 square feet of office
space to house the Nationd Insurance Department and to
provide rentad accommodations for other Government
offices and agendies. The aea nesded for the Nationd
Insurance Department has been esimated to be about
40 000 square feet. This area of 11 799 sguare metres
which has been identifiedfor sde to the Nationa Insurance
Boad a a price o $1.7 million is made up of three
separateparcelsof land comprised as follows 3691 square
metres which is a part of Culloden Farm, 6 944 square
metreswhich is a part of Flodden and 1 164 square metres
which isa part of the former Cozier property.

| would like to sy thet theareadf land which we are
talking about is 11 799 square metresand it is being sold
for $1.7 million. | should say that by way of information
thet the Nationd Insurance Board hes aready moved into

-~
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the new building and it is proposed tha some other
Government Depatments and  Ministries will  be
accommodated in that area. For example, the Chambers o
the Attorney Genera will occupy approximately 10 360
square feet. The Minidry o Judice will ooccupy
aoproximatedy 3 632 square feet. The Minigry o
Employment and Labour will occupy gpproximately 5 280
square feet. The Ministry of Housing and Lands will
occupy gpproximately 5 280 squar e feet and the Caribbean
Tourisn Organisation will occupy approximatdy 3 630
suare feet.

It should be pointed out that the Marine House, as |
believe al Honourable Members know, has for prectica
purposes been condemned. The Chief Technicd Officer
from the Ministry of Transport and Works indicated very
clearly thet the Marine House has to be evacuaed in order
for remedid work to be done. Thefact of the matter is that
there have been complaints of movement o floors and
there is a genuine fear anong people who are working at
the Marine House. Sothet Government will be looking at
that particular area for refurbishing and further upgrading
becauseit is a vauable property, but a the same time one
hes to recognisethat cons derablerepairsand guttering will
have to be done to put it back into a habitable postion.

Basicdly, we are seeking therefore to relocate the
Ministrieswhich are accommodated a the moment a the
Marine House into this area. OF course, this will not
accommodate dl of the Departments and Ministries. We
have to look around for other accommodationsfor someof
the other Government Departments. Indeed, you will recall
that the Minisry of Housing and Lands sometime ago
placed an advertisement in the newspapersinviting persons
who had property for rent to indicate to the Ministry o
Housing about the availability of that property. What we
are seeking to do is to findize the arrangement for the sale
o this 11 799 square metresof land at Culloden Road to
the Nationa Insurance Board for the purposes of office

space.

With those remarks, | beg to move that this
Resolution do now pass

Hon. W. O. FRANKLIN: Sir, | beg to second that.

The question that thisResolution do now passwas put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.

ORDER NO. 11 = RESOLUTION TO APPROVE
THE SALE OF PROPERTY SITUATE AT
BLACK BESS, ST. PETER TO
GWENETH HINDS FOR COM-
MERCIAL PURPOSES

Hon. E. E. GREAVES: You will recall, Sir, that from
time to time we have to come to Parliament to dispose o

public baths and Honourable Members have been raisng

=

questionsabout the procedures which we adopt to do these
Resolutions. | mysdf must admit the | fed a hit
embarrassed when we have to come here to dispose of a
public bath. We have tried to see how we can get around
this particular matter. We thought that if we could have a
composite Resolution that that might resolve the particular
matter. Unfortunately, the advice from the AG’s Chambers
does not ssem to support that so thet, dthough we are
coming with four & the same time, we have to do them in
separate resolutions.

It would be of interes to note, Sir, that the totd
number of baths to be disposed of is 34 and o these 11
have been dlocated to the Community Development and
Culture bascdly for the purpose of getting community
groupsinvolved and utilising these particular aress. Sofar,
we have completed the saledf three baths— one & Connell
Town in &. Lucy for the Pentecostd House of Prayer,
Hdls Village in St. James, and one at St. Christopher in
Chrigt Church for residentia purposes. Resolutions have
been gpproved for four others in Walkersin St. Andrew,
Vault Road in St. Thomas, Porey Springsin &. Thomas
and Workhall in S. Philip and conveyancesare now being
drafted.

There are some others which are at various states of
development. Oneis & Pie Corner which is going to befor
resdentid purposes, another one a Clifton Hal in St
Thomas which is to be sold for a shop, and the other is at
Villa Nova in St. John. The owner of that property has
indicated an interest in thet for providing access to the
gardens. There is onein Boscobelle in . Peter which has
been disposed of for the purposedf a mini-mart. In Holders
Hill in St. James, the owner isasking for it for the purpose
of new access and Friendship in St. Michael the owner is
interested for the purpose o a shop.

Parliamentary approvd is being sought for those
which we ar e looking at today and we have to re-advertise
about Sx othersin Bridge Street in St. Thomas, Rose Hill
in St. Peter, Workmans in &. George, Josey Hill in S.
Lucy, Church Village in St. Philip and Fortesque in .
Philip. Othersbeing processad arein Flat Rock, St. George,
Hillaby in St. Andrew, Nesfield in St. Lucy, South Didtrict
in St. George and Horse Hill in & Joseph.

Basicdly, what | havesought todo isto try and bring
Parliament up to date with the whole development o this
decison to dispose o these baths. | thought it would be
useful if Parliament werein possesson of thisinformation
to indicate the way in which we are trying to dispose d
them, to ensure that they are usad for some public good.
You will notice that some people have been usng them for
smal businesses, some people have been converting them
into residences and some o them are being usd by the
Minigry of Community Development for community
purposes.

1250 p.m.
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ThisResolution then, No. | 1, which seeks to goprove
the sale, under section 5 of the Crown Lands (Vesting and
Disposa) Act, Cap. 225, to Gweneth Hinds of the land
mentioned a Black Bess &. Peter, for commercid
purposss, is before usand | thereforebey to move that this
Resolution do now pass

Hon. W. O. FRANKLIN: Mr. Acting Speeker, | beg
to second thet.

Mr. O. S ARTHUR: Mr. Acting Speeker, | shdl not
delay the Housetoo long on this matter, | will ask one
specific question of the Minigter.

| support the sde of the property. | have no doubt
that it will be put to very productive and crestive use, but
| could nat help noticing that there are four properties
before the House today which will be sold but thereisa
quite consderable difference in the price If the Minister
would check, Sir, he will see thet the property being sold
to Vs Hinds of Black Bess is a presant $42 per square
metrefor acommercia purpose, whereas under Order No.
12 we are going to ded with one to be sold a $19 per
quare metre. Both of these properties are to be sold to
people who intend to put them to commercid use, but there
isa condderabledifference....

Mr. ACTING SPEAKER: Just one moment. | do not
warnt to put you off, but Snce we have not yet dedt with
Order No. 12, | would expect and suppose thet you will
ded only with Item 11 and question why the price is at
that leve, but | do not think you can go to the next one
which has nat been dedlt with.

Mr. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Acting Spesker, the price
on this property being sold to Ms. Hindsat . Peter is
$42 per square metre is quite consderably higher then the
price being charged for other properties being sold by the
same Government for commercid purposes. Indeed, Sir, in
the case of one with which | am very familiar, which is
being usd for commercia purposes, the price is perhgps
twice as high. | would like to ask the Miniger to precisdy
explain the quite cons derable difference between the price
for this property being sold at Black Bess and the pricefor
other smilar properties.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: Mr. Acting Speeker, before the
Miniger replies, the Miniser meade a generd Satement
about Government's policy for the disposd of public
conveniences, and certainly in the areas he has mentioned
the time has come for those public conveniencear eas to be
digposed of. People have upgraded their own facilitiesin
their homes and the need for such conveniences hes
certainly decreased. | would, however, like to say to the

Government thet there are ftill personsin these vary areas
- induding, | have no doubt, Black Bess = who do not
have proper private conveniences in their homes

The Labour Party hes enunciated a clear palicy to
ensure that every individud in Barbados hes weaterborne
toilet facilities on their premises in the interest o the
qudity o life which they should enjoy, as wel as in the
interest o public hedth. You will see it vary clearly sated
that we intend, whenever that time comes, paticularly in
rural Barbados, to ensure that these minimum facilitiesare
put in. We believe that the country has reached a sage
where old women and men should not be asked to journey
out into the night to the back o their yardsin order to go
through the normal things that hgppen to the human body.
| would serioudy suggest to the Government to adopt the
Labour Party's policy and try to put it into effect as soon
as possiblein the interest of the public.

There is another aspect of public conveniences, Mr.
Acting Spesker, | would like to refer to. It mugt nat be
thought that there will nat be continuing nesd for public
conveniencesin ar eas where the public has to go regularly,
whether it be in Farley Hill in St. Peter, or even nearer to
us here in Bridgetown. | am still appdled a the way in
which some members of the public continueto trest some
o the exigting public conveniences, in our bus gand in
particular,and | think that Barbadians must become public
proud and not merdy house proud. It is time they become
public proud about their country, about the facilities that
are provided a ther expense, and try to have as high a
standard as one would find in other places.

There is ill, in my view, a continuing need for
upgradingfacilitiesin Bridgetown. Very often, for instance,
in my own office | have to meke facilities available to
membersof the public walking in off the road, and that is
not good enough. | want to say a word, too, for arees like
Accra, which is a public beech, accessed on a daly bass
by hundreds, and in some cases thousands, d people and
there is redly no proper public conveniencein that area.
Whilst | recognise thet after the upgrading of the fecilities
aong that highway under the sewerage project it will be
easer to ded with that problem, | would not wart it to be
forgotten as one of the aress.

| want to summarise by saying, firstly, that thereisa
dire need for us to implement the policy to hdp those
citizens who cannot &fford it to have waterborne facilities
in their households; secondly, thereis a continuing need for
existing public conveniences to be properly usad and, if
necessary, one has to look at ways of indtilling within the
mindsd the public a large that there is a public hedth as
wdl as an aesthetic congderation involved in the use d
these facilities, and thirdly, Sir, 1 wish to dress the
continuing nead in areas to which the public have access
for pleesure and leisure in particular that the facilities
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be upgraded. Tha includes propety owned by the
Government - for example, the Garrison, could do with ...
and | hopethat the Turf Club people, now thet they are
gpoending some of the Lotto money, would upgrade the
facilities in thet area for the public at large and put in
place, continually, persons to atend to their needs.

| go into countries oversess, paticularly in Europe
and Noth Ameica and you wdk into a public
convenience, it istidy, nobody is rude to the atendants, if
necessary you leaveatip as you go out, ad there is some
pride in this | believe those of us in public life have to
speak pretty bluntly tothe public on mattersof this nature.
| do not understand why we mugt believe that we have to
be less then Third World. You go into Singgporeand you
S that people do nat go about spitting as thought he end
o the world is near, they do not throw things out and |
redly must appedl to Barbadians at this time to show thet
ot of carein the facilities which are being provided for
them.

| amindebted to you, Sir.

Hon. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Ading Spesker, ny
intervention is very short. | judt riseto sy | welcomethe
satement by the Leader of the Opposition, who has just sat
down. | think thet one of the ways we are going to be able
to ensuretha the public messageis fully mede to dl and
aundry is when we have a joint gpproach in our public
utterances. | know the HonourableMember or the City who
has been a Minigter responsiblefor Hedth has made public
datements dong the same line. | recal sometime ago in
this House when | mede a statement about the wey some
men were continuing to use the aleywaysin the City there
were some peoplewho felt | was somehow interfering with
therights of people. But | welcome this statement because
redly, it is an embarrassment to us as a country to have...
100 p.m.

Asides.

Hon. B. M. TAITT: Yes They were on the cdl-in
programmes. People were cdlling in saying that we were
omehow trying to interferewith them. Thefactis. Sir, thet
oned the thingswhich we have said to the Environmenta
Engineering Divison o the Minidry d Hedth is that
where nev public buildings are replacing old public
buildings in the Bridgetown area that they must meke

proper provisgon for sanitary conveniencesin ther public |

places. It is not good enough as we go towards the 21t
century for a store to be built to cater to the public and it
does not have enough facilities for use by the public. One
d the things we have been ingsting on dong with the
Town and Country Planning Department is thet Structures
for commercid use mugt have gppropriate facilities for
public use. Thet is one d the continuing things.

On the South Coast. The Honourable Membe
correctly said thet we ar e awaiting insead of attempting to
put a faclity on the Accra Beach we are awaiting the
South Coagt Project which is much nearer beginning than
it was It is my understanding thet during the month o
December we should have the approvd by the IADB o
US$75 million loan which should see us beginning thet

project which has been along time in getation and | hope

that at thet time we will be able to have the kind o
fecilities dong the South Coast which the Honourable
Member and dl of usare agreed.

| believethat it is now common ground between the
politica partiesthat our ultimateam in Barbados must be
to have running weter and water bornefacilitiesin each o
the houses in Barbados | think it isimportant that people
redisethat thereare till pocketsaof poverty in this country
where peopleare living in conditions thet are not as idedl
as we would dl like to see and to the extent thet it is
feasiblethat has to beone o theamsof any palitica perty
and certainly it is theam of the Government.

The exiging public conveniences that are in
Bridgetown do suffer from vanddism. It isremarkable that
afacility on which you have spent a substantial amount of
money for upgrading - there are 2 in Bridgetown and we
have gpent money on them — within avery short time have
been ill used. We smply have to go on spending the
money on them because public hedlth demandsit and | am
glad to wedocome the datement of the Leader of the
Oppaosition because it means we are joining forces in
saying to the public, "A plague on both your houses We
are not going to stand for that sort of anti-socia behaviour
by avery amal minority.” It isa very smdl minority o the
people of Barbados who continue this heinous practice o
defecating in public places etc. | am graeful to the
Honourable Member.

Mr. DeL. O. BRADSHAW: The Miniger in
introducing this Resolution mentioned thet there were 34
odd buildings and some of them have dready bemn
dlocaed. If | recdl to the Community Development
Divison and somedf them have dready been disposed of.
Since | did not hear the Minister mention the fadility in
South Didtrict | would want to draw to his atention thet |
have been rdiably informed that there is en area of land
aback of thefadility there which isbeing offered to provide
for a playing field and since the public beth runs an to the
road ad it is the area through which you gain access to
this area o land |1 would like the Minigter to consder
retaining that particular public bath so thet access could be
gained on to the playing field.

| wes there when the arrangement was made. If that
isdisposed of then therewill be difficulty in gaining access
on to the playing fidd. So | am asking the Miniger if he
could condder retaining it. It would save the Government
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some money and at the same time it will enable the youth
in the area to have the facility promised to them. | think
the Government will be wise in taking that decison in
dlowing thet particular bath to reman in its keep until the
land is officially given to the youth in the area

Hon. E. E GREAVES Mr. Acdling Spesker, as
regards to the question raised by the Honourable Member
who has jugt teken his seet. | am in no pogition to speek to
that. | have taken note of what he has said and we will
have to investigateon that particular matter.

The Honourable Memba for &. Peter rased a
question about the price of the land which is being sold to
Mrs Hinds | think one should point out thet dl o these
properties were advertised for sde and offers were
requested. In this particular ingance, the Mrs Hinds
submitted an offer. Her offer was nat the highest one. She
submitted an offer of $8 500. The highest offer received
wes for $10 000. However, she kegps her busness next to
thisparticular areaand it wasfelt that in the circumstances
the property could be offered to Mrs Hindsif she brought
her offer up to the highest bid. That is whet she did and &s
aresult thisiswhy the priceiswhat it is. All of them were
advertised and invitationswere madein respect to the price
which wes going to be offered. Basicdly that is whet it is
and that isdl | can tell you about that.

With those remarks Sir, | beg to move that this
Resolution do now pass

Hon. B. M. TAITT: | beg to second that.

ORDER NO. 12 - RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE
SALE TO ERNEST ALLEYNE OF LAND AT
BAYWOODS, ST. JAMES

Hon. E E GREAVES: Mr. Acting Spesker, | do not
intend to go through the litany of informationsincel did it
in thefirst one. | merdy would ask thet this Resolution to
goprove the sde of land under Section 5 o the Crown
Lands (Veding and Digposd) Act, Cgp. 225 to Ermest
Alleynea Baywoods, St. James for the establishment of a

pharmeacy do now pass
Hon. B. M. TAITT: | beg to second thet.

Mr. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Acting Spesker, | wdcome
the Honourable Minigter's explandion rdative to the
criteria used at arriving at the price with respect to the
public conveniencein S. Peter. | would like to know from
the Honourable Miniser what criteria is usad by the
Minigter in sdecting the persons who are actudly buying
the respectivelots in theseareas. | would have thought thet
the owners o the adjoining lots would be the people who
would be conddered firg in this sdection process. In
Stuations where there is a resdentia area and the project

isacommercid one, | would have thought thet the owners
d the adjoining lot who would want to use the particular
area as pat o ther resdence would be congdered first.
Certainly, the Honourable Minister would be in possession
d the information relaive to this particular lot.

1.10 p.m,

My underganding is that a number of persons hed
expressed an interest in this particular public convenience.
It is somewhat strange thet it is being offered to someone
who is usng it for commercid purposes and the people
who were interested in the actual area wantea to use this
particular convenience as an extenson of their resdence.
| would just like to know from the Minister whet is the
criteria that wes usad in the actud sdection of this
particular person for this convenience.

Hon. E. E GREAVES Mr. Acting Spesker, thenate
on the file here in 1987 dates that there is a Mr. George
Clarke who owns the adjoining property tothe west of the
public convenience. He offered to purchasethe property to
enhance his own property. His offer was $12 500. There
was ancther offer from a lady who lives in England of
$10 000. There was another one for $12 000 and one for
$15 000. From what | could see the offer which was
accepted was one for $17 000.

The fact is, as | sad, tha these properties were
advertised, offers were invited and we sought, therefore, to
sl to the highest bidder in the particular circumstances.
That isthe explanation which | havefor this particular one.
If we had come in here and digposed of it to the parson
who hed offered$12 000 then that would be another cause
for complaint. | could very well understand the particular
concern but the fact isthisisredly what the postionisas
far as the offer is concerned.

| beg to move that the Resolution do now pass

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

ORDER NO. 13 - RESOLUTION TO AFPROVE THE
SALE OF LAND TO WYCLIFFE ESTWICK AND
ELAINE ESTWICK AS A RES| DENCE AT
VENTURE, ST. JOHN

M. ACTI NG SPEAKER left the Chair and Mr.
DEPUTY SPEAKER assumed the Chair.

Hon. E E. GREAVES Mr. Deputy Spesker, this
Resolution seeks to goprovet he sde under Section 5 f the
Crown Lands (Veding and Digposd) Act, Cap. 225 to
Wydiffe Edwick and Elaine Eswick of a parcel of land
together with the building thereon Stuate a Venturein the
paish of Sant John for the purposes described for the
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am o $3 500. They propose to use thisas a residence.
The Chig Town Planner on March 15, 1991 granted
pemisson for the erection of a resdence on the sad
property.

| beg to move Sir, that this Resolution do now pass
Hon. N. K. SMMONS | beg to second that.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: Mr. Deputy Speeker, prior to
your assuming the chair the Honourable Member for St
Philip South sat in the chair and performed vary wdl. |
would like the record to show that he did an excdlent job.

Sir, | intervened to take up a point which wes raised
by the Honourable Member for St. Andrew which | fed
hed some vdidity and ask the Government when it is
dedling with these matters not merdy to teke a decison
besed on people bidding and what they think is the highest
bid price at the time. Surely a person who is going to use
the land for commercid purposes would, of course, bid
higher than a person who wants to keep the land for
resdentia purposes. That consderation mugt be taken into
acoount.

The usud practice when Govemment is abandoning
an acquistion or returning land that has been acquired, is
for the Government first to offer it back to the persons
from whom they compulsorily purchased thet land if those
persons are till in the area or have a continuing interest.
That is based an very good jurisorudence. There wes a
very long and hard fought case in the House of Lords a
couple of years ago on this particular point. Government
runs the risk of sdling to outsde interest and ignoring
paticularly adjoining owners whose lands hed previoudy
been taken many years previoudy if it does not offer them
the opportunity to get the land beck.

Secondly, Sir, | would want to sy to the Government
thet it isafar policy where thereis an adjoining owner -
we are dedling with small parcels o land - to give them,
once the price is reasonable, an option in preference to
other people who are coming in from outside and probably
wanting to establish some other busness. Those meatters
should be taken into account.

Whilgt | undergtand the Minigter's explanation thet
there was open bidding and he looked a what wes the
highest price, | would like to say to the Government thet
sometimesas in one or two ingtances, it mey not befair to
teke judt the highest price in those circumgtances. | redly
hope thet the policy will beatotd policy and not a policy
bessd amply on the criteria o what is the highest offer
that the Government has received.

Hon. E E GREAVES Mr. Deputy Spesker, | just
want to assure the Honourable Leader d the Oppodtion
that in meking a decison o this naturethe totd picture is

teken into condderation. | got the impression when the
Honourable Member was spesking thet he was suggesting
that the land a Heywoods in St. James was acquired from
the adjoining area. As | underdand, it was not acquired
necessarily from the adjoining owner. | understand the
point which he nade about the legd postion that if
Government acquiresland for a particular purposefrom an
individud and then is going to dispose of that land
ubsequently thet, to some extent, the Government should
offer the owner from whom they acquired theland thefirst
option to get the land back. We are at one with thet but
this is nat the case.

| should further state that, as | understand it, the
person who is buying this particular land, Mr. Alleyne,
lives just 2 houses awvay from this particular spot 0 it is
redly beng sold to some person who is within thet
paticular area It is not dways that the highest bidder is
the pason who gets the area o land. | just want
Honourable Members to understand those are the kinds o
reasons which we bring to ber on determining these
metters

With those remarks, Sir, | want to move that this
Resolution do now pess.
120 p.m.

The quedtion that the Resolution do now pass was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.

ORDER NO. 14 - RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE
SALE OF PROPERTY AT VAUXHALL, CHRIST
CHURCH TO DAPHNE DEAR FOR THE
ERECTION OF A RESIDENCE

Hon. E. E. GREAVES. Again, Sir, | beg to movethe
passing of thisresolution to gpprovethe sale under Section
5 of the Crown Lands (Vesting and Digposa) Adt, Cap.
225 to Dgphne Dear of land at Vauxhdl, Christ Church for
the erection of a resdence If | could jus put it in
perspective, in avery clear way, the consderationwhichis
given to the digposd of these aress ld me say for the
record, in vary clear terms, that the preferenceis usudly
given to gpplicantswho meet one or more of the following
criteria

(@ that the applicant being the former owner or
estateof the former owner of the land makes a
reasonableoffer;

(b) that the applicant being the owner of adjoining
lands makes a reasonable offer,

(c) that the applicant makes the highest offer; and

(d) that no gpplicantisrecommended for more then
one property.
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Badcdly these are the criteria which apply and generdly
spesking accord to what the Leader of the Opposition has
indicated. So thd we try wheresoever possible to be
reasonable in our disposal of these properties.

With those renarks, | beg to move, Sir, that this
resolution do now pass.

Hon. W. O. FRANKLIN: | begy to second that, Mr.
Deputy Speeker.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
withowt division.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order No. 6.

ORDER NO. 6 = MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS
B LL, 1992

Hon. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Deputy Spesker, Sir, this
amendment is one which seeks to change the functionary
reponsble for the regidration of pharmecies which
according to the origind Act is the Regidrar o the
Supreme Court. The Regigtrar of the Supreme Court has
indicated, on more than one occasion, thet in her opinion
this nete ought not to rest with her and as a result no
pharmacies have been registered in Barbados, according to
the law. After discussion and continuous discusson with
the Registrar a solution wasoffered and this solution is thet
the Regigtrar for Pharmacies should now be the Corporate
Regidrar, thet is, the Regisrar o Corporate Affairs and
Intellectua Property.

Origindly an attempt was made to amend the
Pharmacy Act but it soon becameobviousthe it would be
necessary to amend the sister Act and so this amendment
to the Pharmacy At has come by way of a Miscdllaneous
(Amendment) Bill becauseit seeks to have aconsequentia
amendment in ardated Ad. It isa very Smple matter and
| do not know that thereareany policy implicationswhich
require any long debate. But if there are any Honourable
Members who have any questionson the matter, | shal be
happy to answer them.

So, Sir, with that | beg to move thet this Bill be now
read a second time.

Hon. E. E. GREAVES | beg to second that, Sir.

Hon. H. B. . JOHN: Mr. Deputy Speeker, | think
that weare in grave danger of usng the Corporate Affars
and Intdlectud Property Office, an office that weas
designed to parform in avery highly specidized areaasthe
dumpingground It would seem to me that the logicd place
for the regigration of phamecies is with an officer
designated in the Minigry of Hedth.

The next thing | an going to hear is tha the
Depatment of Corporate Affairsand Intellectua Property
is to be the place where you register doctors, where you
register other things. It seems to me here, Sir, that no
thought hes gone into this a al. The proper place for the
regidration of pharmacies can only be one department o
Government. If you do not want to put it in the Minisry o
Hedth, put it in the Ministry of Labour. After dl you
would like to know then who the pharmaciesare so that
you could put them in a register and the Income Tax
Department would know who were operating. But it hes
absolutdly no connection a dl with the Registrar of
Corporate Affairs and Intellectua Property. Whet you
should be doing about the Department of Corporate Affairs
and Intdllectud Property is you should be sending people
to the British Virgin Idands which has registered 50 000
companiesand has the mogt efficient computerized system
o company regigration in the whole world. And whet is
more you should be seeing that the regulations under the
Intellectual Property Laws which are there should be
modified if necessary in the light of your experience.

Yau are going to St down in here now and tdl us
that a big department that was crested with a wholedesign,
adesign to ensure that you have peoplein there whose day
to day busness was going to be sarvicing this vay
important area of law, who will be familiar with
international conventionsgoverning this particular area o
law... What is the regidration of pharmacies to do with
intellectud property? It hes absolutdly nothing. The
Minisry o Hedth should be the registry. Desgnae
somebody in the Ministry of Hedth = the Chief Pharmacist
or somebody - to be the Regidrar o Pharmeacies. The
Miniger of Hedth should have taken upon himsdf the
power under the Act, by way of amendment, to designate
an officer in the Minisry of Hedth to be the Regidrar. In
theMinigtry of International Transport you haveaRegistrar
o Shipping, an officer designated by the Minister. Why
can you not use that formulation? You are jud trying to
usethe Intellectua Property Act as the dumping ground, as
the last resort. Why nat put it down in the Archivesor put
them somewhere ese? No thought of any kind hes gone
into this, absolutdy no thought. It is a bad piece o
legidation. | cannot support it.

Asides.

Hon. B M. TAITT: Mr. Deputy Spesker, if | mey
offer asmadl contribution from a shdlow brain, Sir, may |
draw to the attention of the Honourable Member thet that
same Honourable Member from time to time comesin here
saying how the Minigter's respongibility is to do Miniterid
work. | do not get paid as a legd adviser. Wha is the
Honourable Member talking? If we have been properly
advised by the legd adviser to the Government where a
matter should go, how dare the Honourable Member come
in here quardling with the Minigry o Hedth?
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The Honourable Member knows better then anybody ese
or ought to know. Heis being reckless.

Asides.

Hon. B. M. TAITT: Sir, the Honourable Member
knows there is no policy. In the first ingance the
registration of the pharmacies hasto do with regigtration.
It has nothingto do with pharmecy per se. It has nothing
to do with hedth per se except that in the same wey that
shops have to be registered, that other things have to be
registered, it has to be registered.

lg me ak you a quedion, Sir. Why did the
Honourable Member who passed the Bill - the Barbados
Labour Party passad the Pharmacy Act - why did they not
put it under adesignated person then? They put it with the
Supreme Court Registrar. Thet is where they put it. And
the Supreme Court Registrar says she is nat doing it.

Aside.

Hon. B. M. TAITT: What do you want meto do? As
amétter of policy. Why do you not put it where it should
be? The Honourable Member hed the opportunity to put it
in the Minidry of Hedth. The HonourableMember did not
put it in the Minigry of Hedth but nov he is behaving in
away that isunbecoming of a senior satesman. All weare
trying todoist o correct the mischief thet hes been created
by the Honourable Member. The Honourable Member
advised, that Honourable Member advised the then
Government wheret o put it. He was the one they tumed to,
Sir, on corporat e metters.

130 p.m.

Hon. H. B. &t. JO-N That is a direct accusation of
factua inaccuracy. The Honourable Member cannot get up
in here .. Serioudy, Sir, on a point of order, the
Honourable Member cannot get up in here and point to
another Honourable Member and say thet the Honourable
Member advised A, B or C, when the Honourable Member
knowsthe thet isuntrue. You know it is untrue. Yau are
addiberateliar for saying thet.

Hon. B. M. TATTT: | do not know it to be untrue,
Sir, because he, himsdlf, saysit isa matter of policy. He
sad it is a matter of policy and not a mater o law. He
wes the Prime Miniger and if it isa mater of policy and
he was the Prime Minigter, charing the Cabinet, when it
wes done | have to assume that he participated in the
advice. It has nothing to do with law. He weas an adviser
therefore he was the person who advised.

Hon. H B. &. JO-N The Honourable Member
cannot get up in here and on his feat meke a Satement

which the Honourable Member knows to be untrue. The
Honourable Member knowsthat statementis untrue. He hes
absolutdly no documentary evidence to support it. He
knows it is untrue and a person who gets in here and
mekes an untrue Satement about another Honoureble
Member is guilty of a breach of the Rulesdf this House

Hon. B. M. TAITT: If the Honourable Mamber is
saying that he has not advised the Government, as a matter
of policy, an phamecy in the past, | withdraw the
imputetion, Sir. | withdrav any imputetion that the
Honourable Member was in a podtion to advise on ay
policy regarding anything of substanceduring his time as
Charman o the Cabinet.

| think, Sir, it isimproper. It is certainly intellectualy
abaurd for an HonourableMember who hed theopportunity
in theorigind formulation of the policy and in the cregtion
o the Adt to comein heresubsequently and raise questions
about where a particular functionary should be | am
saying, Sir, that a Minigter of Hedth, who was in fact the
individua who discovered that the pharmacies were not
being registered according t o law, and t he file shows, Sir,
thet the Minigter said the pharmacies must beregistered. |
don't care who registersthem. After consultation between
the powers thet be it was decided that the proper place is
in the Minigry o Corporate Affairs, under the Regidtrar
because the pharmacies being regigtered fdl in line with
other placesof business being regigtered. So theissue here
is not phamecy per se, the issue is regidration o
businesses But it wasconsdered that pharmaciesought to
be trested dightly differently than shops and thet is why,
origindly, it was put with the Regidrar.

Sir, in dl the drcumgances if the Honourable
Member is suggesting, quite serioudly, that they should be
trested the same as the Shipping Adt is tregted, it is a
metter to which we will give some congderation. In fact it
has taken S0 long for us to reach this point, Sir, | believe
we have to meke sure the pharmecies are registered.

| therefore beg to move that this Bill be now read a
second time.

Hon. E. E. GREAVES | beg to second that, Sir.

The question that the Bill be read a second time was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

On the motion o Hon. B. M. TAITT, seconded by
Hon.W. O. FRANKLIN, Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER I€ft the
Chair and the House went into Committee, Mr. L. L.
BRATHWAITE in the Chair.
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COMMITTEE
Mr. CHAl RVAN The Houseis in Committee.

Hon. B. M. TAITT: Sir, in moving Clause 1, during
the second reading, | did not haveit to hand, but in fact the
Pharmacy Act is Chapter 372D and the commencement
date is May 31, 1986. The Honourable Member redly
suggested thet | might have been mideading the House |
really was not trying to midead the House It wes in fact
passed during his time: The commencement date is May
31, 1986. | merdy made the point thet the Pharmacy Act
which we are amending, was properly within the Minigry
o Hedth but it wasspecifically taken out. et isthe only
part of the Pharmacy Ad where registration was moved
away from the Minigtry. One has to assume thet it wes a
deliberate policy, then. The Pharmacy Act is adminigtered
by the Minigry of Hedth, but in the Pharmacy Act itsdlf
the provison of registration was mede for the Registrar of
the Supreme Court so this means there had to be a
deliberate policy postion.

| beg to move that Clause | stand part.

The quedtion that Clause | stand part war put and
resolved in the affirmative without division.

Hon. B. M. TAITT: | beg to move the Clause 2
dand part.

Hon. C. V. WALKER: | beg to second that, Sir.

Hon. H. B. &. JOHN. The Phamecy Act, Sir, was
pasd in 1984, No.14, and it commenced in May 1986.
Section 3 of that Act nade it abundantly clear that subject
to section 4, no person shdl engage in the practice o
pharmacy unless heis registeredas a pharmecist under the
Profession, Trade and Business Regidration Act.

Now, the Profession, Tradeand BusinessRegidration
Adt sets out what was an omnibus law and it incdluded a
wholeschemefor the regigtrationof business;trade, and if
we would look at that, Sir, it dedt with a vary wide
category of persons, Sir. The pogtion is thet we are now
told that the Regigtrar Sates that they are not registering.

Aside.

Hon. H. B. St. JOHN: That is whet you sad. The
Registrar of the Supreme Court saysthat no longer ...

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Two Honourable Membearsaren
ther feet

Hon. B. M. TAITT: | think the Honourable Member,
in his hagte to score the point is missng the issue
atogether. Pharmecists will till be registered by the

Regigtrar. The point is being missed and | don't want to
sy deliberately. The pharmacists will still be registered by
the Regidrar. It is the pharmecies, and if the Honourable
Member, ingtead of looking at section 3 would turn to
section 14 o the Pharmacy Ad he would see that the
Regigrar shall keep and maintain a register to be known
"The Regiger d Pharmacists' in which he shall record the
names and such particularsas may be prescribed, of all
persons registered by virtue of section 4 or deened to be
registered under section 5 The Register is open to
ingoection by members of the public each working day
during officehours Now thet istheregister of pharmacists.

The regidration d premises can be found on 16(1).
It isthe regidration of premisesin a sense, Sir, that we are
moving from the Registrar to the Corporate Affairs person.
That isdl that weare doing with thisamendment. | do not
have any difficulty with that. If the Honourable Member is
prepared to say that in hisopinionthd should be vith the
Ministry of Hedith, | do not have any difficulty with that.
But if it has goneto dl of the legd people, arid | an not
talking absut the Attorney General, and they have sad thet
it should be with the Corporate Regidtrar, do you want us
to beat somebody over the head?
1.40 p.m,

Hon. H. B. S. JOHN: | just want you to use alittle
common sense and know that ist he incorrect place far it.
If one Regigtrar says thet is not within the purview of that
Department in his opinion, do you expect that you are
going to get ay kind of cooperation &t all from another
Registrar? They regard this matter as being logically part
o the work of the Ministry of Hedlth. In the sbsnce of a
dear head, the body will rule and that is your prod em
Yau do nat have any direction from the top S0 everything
bresks loose.

The badsic postion is, Sir, that the regidration of
premises is obtainable by presenting to the Regidrar a
certificate issued under Section 15(2) and paying to him
such fee as the Miniger of Finance decides. We must go
through this, Sir, because thisis so illogicd. It says this,
Sir: "No person shal whetheron his behdf or an bendf o
another person operate a pharmecy on any premises unless
the Council has with the approval of the Minigter certified
that the premises as beng suitable for operating a

pharmecy.”

In other words, there are criteria etablished in
Section 15 to determine the suitability of the premises Sir,
what Minigtry dedls with thet? There mugt be a Minigtry
that deds with that, Sir. Why cannot the same Minigtry thet
hesto go through all of the criteriaset out in Section 15 be
the appropriate Miniger? Now who is that Minister? |
woud like to know, Sr. Perhgps the Honourable
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Member can enlighten us, Sir. | amlooking here but | do
not see it. It is not the Minigter of Finance. Thisisa very,
very serious mater because we are redly doing something
here which is not going to work in practice. | wamn them,
Sir. There is no definition of Minigter. That means that
under the Interpretation Act, as| undergandit, the Minister
would be the one responsiblefor it and the person who is
responsible for that is the Honourable Member in his
cgpacity as Miniger of Hedlth.

When you reed this and you look at these Acts, it is
very, vary clear that with aclear mind you will cometo the
inescgpable concdlusion that if you have to inspect the
premises thet you are the one to keep the regiger. In the
hotel business, the Tourigt Board is the ingpector and they
keep the register. Now whet are you teling me? Criteriais
st out here to determine the digibility. Why do you not
cary your responshility to the logicd condusion? The
people in the Minigry of Hedth mugt carry their logica
responsibility, Sir. These are vary seriouspoints. Do not et
us pess foolish legidation in here. | an tdling you, Sir,
thet it is going to go over there and there will be a book.
It will be thrown one Sde and they are going to say put it
in that book over there

Hon. B. M. TAITT: | undersland the Honourable
Member, Sir, but | wish to draw to his attention thet it is
necessary for us to ded with this On November 22, 1989,
we wrote from the Minigtry to the Registrar of the Supreme
Court who according to law is responsblefor registering
pharmacies. Now | was not there when it was decided who
would register pharmacies. The Regigtrar responded by
saying that the Regidtrar was dwaysd the view that it is
a matter that ought not to be registered by the Registrar
and, therefore, she was surprised to s that we were
writing to ask for registering. On March 6th, the Minigter
whose head was vay clear on the mater sad, "The
urgency of the matter should be mede quite cdlear. The
Attorney Generd should direct us on the next step because
they set out and outlined what the problem was" We
received a response from the Deputy Solicitor-Generd
which sad, "Your letter refers, the Phamecy Adt, Cap.
372D isclear as to Regidtrar. Section 2 of the Act defines
Regidrar as follows It means Regidrar of the Supreme
Court. It is not evident to me the basis for non registration
by the Registrar of the Supreme Court. It is my view that
the Regigtrar o the Supreme Court is the officer legdly
charged with the function of registering pharmacies in
accordance with the Act, Cap. 372D."

Now that wes the statement o the law. The matter
was drawn to mmy attention and | said, "The urgency o the
métter, thet is registering the pharmacies, should be drawn
to the Registrar’s attention as well. Pleasecontinue action."
This was 1990 when | wrote that.

Findly, the Permanent Secretary wrote long Minutes
and then eventudly therewas a meating which said that on
December 18,1990 the Deputy Permanent Secretary in the
Minigry o Legd Affars wae "This refers to your
Memorandum so and SO o 1990/11/05." Do you
understand the correspondencegoing on all of the time but
the pharmacies are rd  being regigered? It goes on as
folows "I am not yet in a postion to respond
subgtantively on the matter but hope to be in a pogtion to
doso early in 1991."

We got a communication on January 18th and they
decided that the Minigtry of Legd Affairs would have a
meeting on Friday, February 1, 1991. Here is wha
happened. At its meding of the date 1991/2/20, the
Pharmacy Coundil discussed the maiter for certification of
premises and the registration of premises as they rdae to
pharmacies in Babados This is the Council raising
questionswith the Minidtries. It said, "The non certification
o pharmacies, among other things, continues to be a
ource of great problem for the Council and indeed the
practiced pharmacy. Without certification, Council is not
in the pogition to know the important detailsof a pharmecy
and its practice. Thisinformation iscritica to Coundil if it
is to perform its duties within degree of satisfaction.”

Badk and forth this went, Mr. Chairman, and the
Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Justice and Public
Safety, as it nov was, wrote the following: "On July 15,
1991, among other things, | have been directed to nake yet
another effort and | am asking you to be good enough to
arrange for representation for a meeting to be hdd on
Friday, July 26th & 10 am. at the Conference Room."
150 p.m.

Mr. Chairman, | just wish you to be aware that when
the Honourable Member starts talking about
clear-headednesson the part of a Minigter, a Minister can
direct the policy. The Miniger cannot drawv up the
legidation, he cannot come in here on a Tuesday and say:
"Fdlows, | would liketo haveso and so," it hasto bedone
in a particular way which the Honour abl e Member knows
about. | think it is unacceptablefor him to be making the
kind of points he is making.

We went through this thing, Sir, and on 11th
November, 1991 | wrote on the file as follows

"It isobvious that there isan adminigtrative bypassat
work here. | will leave you to ded with thisfurther.”

Aside.
Hon. B. M. TAITT: We dedt with it.

Aside.
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Hon. B. M. TAITT: Tom Adams used to do this, Sir.
On 15th April, 1992 thisis what | wrote on thefile:

"This is a triumph of an adamant, petulant public
officer over an entire sysem.”

| am not going to read any more of the Minutel wrote.

Wefinaly went to the Cabinet and we sought to have
this metter dedlt with. The Cabinet agreed that the draft
Pharmacy (Amendment) Bill should come to the House of
Asambly.  Subsequently it wes discovered that the
Registrar of Corporate Affars is aso dedling with
intellectua property.

Aside.

Hon. B. M. TAITT: No. | am saying it wes
discovered, because gpparently it ‘was not discovered
before. | once again sad: "Whatever you can get done let
us do it." Here we are, Sir, the draft Bill is before the
House.

Now, the Honourable Member seemsto beasking me
to postpone this. Not me, | am not postponing it, | am
sorry. | will give consderation to what the Honourable
Member is saying, but somebody has to be responsiblefor
registering pharmaciesin Barbados, and in the meantime
the lega officers say it should be the Regisrar of
Corporate Affairs. | will go dong with that and we will
register them there. | have tried from 1990 to get the
pharmecies registered. | am telling you, Mr. Chairman, and
| amtelling this Committee that somekind of registration
has to occur. That is my responsibility, so we are going to
see that somebody will be responsiblefor it.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, that is al | have to say.

Mr. D. A. C. SMMONS: Mr. Chairman, the smple
pointindl thisconfusion can be stated thus TheRegistrar
of the Supreme Court registersannualy a list of persons
qualified to practise as pharmacists. The problem in the
Registry in relation to the registration of pharmacies, the
buildings, was that the Registrar of the Supreme Court was
of the view that her department did not have the staff or
expertise and, where relevant, the equipment to go around
from parish to parish in Barbadosinspecting every building
where some pharmacist was running a pharmacy and then,
asaresult of that ingpection, coming to the conclusion that
the pharmacy sdtisfied the conditions of the Act for the
purposed the Minister's issuance of a certificate. | do not
think thereis anything unreasonablein that. The Registrar
does not go around inspecting the lawyers offices, food
establishments or whatever, so that the view, as |
undersand it from- within the Registry, is tha
adminigratively it would have been more convenient and
appropriate, as the Honourable Member for Christ Church

South said, to designatean officer in theMinistry of Hedlth
who would carry out the inspections, because that isredly
where the adminigtrative bypass you....

Hon. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Chairman, if the Honourable
Member would give way, so wedo not get confusion, there
is a Drug Inspector, under the Drug Act, who inspects
every pharmacy for the efficacy of the pharmacy. Do you
understand? This is the regidtration cdled for in the
Pharmacy Act. There is a difference. It is just like you
have Food Ingpectors and other Inspectors who go to
establish.... Thisisto establish that the entity isabonajide
registered entity; that is dl. It is like a shop.

Mr. D. A. C. SMMONS: Sir, the Minister has just
answered the problem | was coming to when | said that
there should have been a public officer designated within
the Minigtry. Surely, these responshbilities could have
revolved upon the same Drug Inspectorsand we would not
have needed dl of this. All that this Side is saying is that
we have made worse the bureaucracy that has held up this
metter for so many years and it is going to flounder in
further bureauicracy if we are not careful. All that needs to
be done is for a regulation to be passed or an amendment
made to the Act to designate the officer in the Ministry of
Hedlth, such as the Dr ug Inspector.

Hon. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Chairman, | do not disagree
with anything the members have said. | will postpone it,
but I want to make the point that the Honourable Members
must understand that they are not thereindividually making
a Uturn on the issue, because the Registrar said: "1 have
been expressing the view from the drafting stage of the
legidation that the Registrar of the Supreme Court is not
the proper officer to ded with the registration of
pharmacies.” If thiswas happening during your time, there
must have been some reason why you decided thet you
wanted the Registrar to register the pharmacies.

Asides.
Mr. CHAl RVAN The asides are too loud.

Hon. B. M. TAITT: The Honourable Members will
see that | am not an unreasonabl e person.

On the motion o Hon. B. M. TAITT, seconded by
Hon. C. V. WALKER, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported progress
and asked for leave to st again, and Mr. DEPUTY
SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported accordingly.
2.00 p.m,

SUSPENSION
Hon. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Deputy Spesker, it is now 2

oclock and | beg to move thissitting be suspended until 3
o'clock.
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Hon. E. E. GREAVES: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

RESUMPTION
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thissitting is resumed.

Hon. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Deputy Spesker, | would be
grateful if Your Honour would return to Statements by
Ministers.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Minigter is seeking
leave to revert to Statements by Ministers if there is no
objection.

STATEMENTSBY MINISTERS

Hon. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Deputy Spesker, a
policy of privatising state-owned enterprises is a mgor
component of the measures which Government is
implementing to stabilise the economy and lay the
foundation for future economic growth.

The Prime Miniser and Minister of Finance and
Economic Affairsin a recent address to the private sector
stated that the privatisation programmewill seek to achieve
the following objectives:

(i)  To reduce the fisca deficit to around 1% of
the Gross Domestic Product by curbing the
growth of public expenditure;

(i)  to transfer ownership and control of certain
state-owned enterprises,in wholeor part, from
the public to the private sector;

(iii)  to modify undue public sector involvement in
economic activities and curtail the dran on
scarce public resources,

@v) to improve efficiency, competitiveness and
output in the economy by cutting waste
wherever possible, and by encouraging the
private sector to play aleading rolein helping
to expand the economy;

(v) to concentrate public sector expenditures
generaly in the areas of infrastructure and
human resource development, and on the
socia servicesfor equity in a just society, but
targeting specific areas for  economic
development in the national interest through
incentivesor by other means,

(vi) toreduceforeignand domesticdebt by raising
cash through the sale of public assets, thereby
improving public finances,

(vii) to promote modernisation through the
dtraction of new investment to stimulate
growth;

(viil) to restructureand upgrade the servicesoffered
by the retained state-owned enterprises, with
grester emphasison profitability;

(ix) todevelop and strengthen the domestic capital
market by increasing the number of share
offers and

(x) toimprove access to the internationa capital
markets.

As the Government implements the programme of
privatisation it will utilise, as appropriate, some or al o
the following modalities:

() patid or totd divestment of severd date-
owned enterprises,

(i) leasing of certain facilities to the private
sector;

(i) management of state-owned installations by
private sector management contract;

(iv) condruction of new projects
innovative  "Build-Operate” or
arrangements;

through
other

(v)  full or partial management or staff buy-out of
state-owned enterprisesor facilities;

(vi) incorporation of selected government
departmental operations.

The scope of the programme will be reviewed and
determined from time to time. Its current scope, including
those state-owned assets dready privatised, is as follows:

1 State-owned Enterprises dready privatised:

Barbados External Telecommunications Ltd.
Barbados Telephone Company Limited
Barbados Mills Group:

Barbados Mills Limited

Barbados Feeds Limited

Super Poultry Farms.
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2. State-owned Enterprisesgpprovedfor privatisstion
in the process o being privatised:

Arawak Cement Company Ltd.
Barbados Nationd Oil Company Ltd.
Barbados Transport Boad
Heywoods Holiday Resort

Nationa Petroleum Corporation.

3. State-ownedEnterprisesgpprovedfor privatisation
October 1, 1992 through sdle of shares

Insurance Corporation of Barbados
Caribbean Aircraft Handling Company
Caribbean Broadcasting Corporation.

Government intends to utilise the privatistion
programme as a vehicle for broadening the base of the
share-owning public in Barbados. In the execution o this
policy evary effort will be mede to ensure that the
Barbadian public is kept fully informed of the stateowned
enterprises to be privatissd and o the consequentia
investment opportunities.

A vaigy of ingrumentswill be usad to facilitate the
devdopment o a broadbased share-owning class
Barbadians will have the opportunity to share in the
ownership o dl privatised enterprises. In some cases,
Barbadians will be given the first option to purchase the
equity d the enterprise through the reservation of shares.
In other cases, market conditionsand other consderations
mey dictate that the maority interest in the enterprises be
0ld to foreign investors. Where enterprises are sold to
foreign investors, the Government will seek to ‘retain a
minority interest. This interest will be divested as
appropriate either immediately or on a phasad bags to the
employeesd the enterprise and the generd public.

Government will also use the medium o the re-sdll
option to enable the Barbadian public to have access to
sharesinitialy purchased by foreign interests, which option
forms pat of the agreements with Cable & Wirdess
Limited and Magie Led Foods Inc. for the sde
respectively of equity in Barbados Externd
Tdecommunications Limited, Barbados Tedephone
Compay Limited and the Barbados Mills Group o
Companies

With the introduction o the privatisation programme,
Government hesclearly signdleditsintention to reducethe
scopeof itsoperationsin commercialy oriented enterprises
in favour o the private sector. For the first time ever the
Barbadian public will be afforded the opportunity to
become stake-holders in a variety of enterprises. The

implementationdf the privatisation programmewill havea
sgnificant beneficid effect an the economic growth and
sodd stability of the country.

To date the following divestments have teken place

(a) 18 million shares or 25% of equity in Barbados
Externa Tdecommunications,

() 1605 124 sharesor 11% o equity in Barbedos
Tedephone Company Ltd.

(© 3 500 00 shares or 50% out o the
Government's 60% equity in Barbados Mills,
resultingin an inflow o $12.9 million; and

(d) 268051 sharesor 134% of the Government's
equity in Barbados Dairy Industries Limited.

Other date-owned enterprises ae actively beng
preparedfor divestment. Arawak Cement Company Limited
has been widdy advertised for sde and an Information
Memorandum on the Company has been “circulated to
interested parties. Consultants have been engaged to vadue
and prepare information memorandaon Barbados Nationd
Oil Company Limited, the Nationd Petroleum Corporation
and Heywoods Hotd. Discussonsare being held with an
interested party for the sde of Government's remaning
equity in Barbados Dary Industries Limited.

315 p.m.

The Office df Privatistion has been cregted in the
Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairsto bethe foca
point o the privatisation programme. The Office is
currently dtaffed by a Permanent Secretary, a Finance
Officer and an Adminigtrative Officer. Consultantswill be
engaged & reguired to assg in the privaisaion
progranme.

Operating procedures havebeen established to ensure
thet:

(@ the process of privatisation is dear and
understood by dl;

(b) theprocess will be open and that the assetswi
be exposed for sdle in such a manner that all
prospective purchasers have an opportunity to
make a bid;

(c) the sdlection criteriais clear and known to all
interested parties

The operating procedures will servetoensure thet the
Government obtains the best possible price for each asset
privatised.
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Thank you.

Mr. CEPUTY SPEAKER: Government Businessis

now resumed. When the House was suspended the House
vas discussing Order No. 6.

ORDER NO. 6( = MISCELLANEOUS
AVENDMVENTS BILL, 1992

Hon. B. M. TAITT: Sir, on Item 6, when we werein
Committee Honourable Members on both sides made
contributionswhich suggest that it would bein theinterest
of all concerned if this matter could be given further and
deeper consideration.

In the circumstances, | beg to move that further
consideration of this Bill be postponed.

Hon. E. E. GREAVES: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, that brings
usto theend of Government Businessfor the day. | beg to
move that this House do now adjourn until Tuesday,
November 17, 1992 at 12 o'clock noon.

Hon. E. E. GREAVES: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division and Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned
the House accordingly.

322 p.m.
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