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Prayerswere led by Rev Father 1van Harewood.
The absence of His Honour the Speaker was
announced by the Deputy Clerk.

His Honour the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Houseisin session.

MINUTES

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minutes of Tuesday,
August 4, 1992.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: Mr. Deputy Spesker, the
Minutesof the Meeting held on Tuesday, August 4, 1992
have been circulated and | move that they be taken asread
and confirmed.

Hon. M. A. KING: 1 beg to second that, Sir.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let those Minutes
therefore stand confirmed.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: | have to report that | am
in receipt of the Accounts and Statementsfor the months
of May 1992, June 1992 and July 1992 as prepared by the
Accountant General.

PAPERS

Rt. Hon L. E. SANDIFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, |
am commanded to lay:

The Annua Report of the Caribbean Broadcasting
Corporation for the year 1990 and | am also
commanded to lay the Reform of the Indirect Tax
System prepared by the Fiscal Affairs Department of
the International Monetary Fund.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES:. Mr. Deputy Speaker,'| am
commanded to lay the Annua Report of the Barbados
Marketing Corporation for the period ended March 31,
1989.

Hon. E. E. GREAVES: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | am
commanded to lay the Annua Reports of the Nationa
Housing Corporation for the Financial Years 1988 - 1989
and 1989 - 1990.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on
bendf of the Minister of Tourism and Sports | am
commanded to lay the 13th Annua Report of the National
Sports Council for the Financia Year April 1, 1990 to
March 31, 1991.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Honourable Member

for Christ Church West in respect of the Resolution dealing
with the maintenance,of demaocracy.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: Mr. Deputy Spesker, Sir, | beg-

to give notice of the following Resolution:

WHEREAS the maintenance of democracy requires
the utmogt integrity, order and good management in all
aspects of government and public affairs:

AND WHEREAS there are no adequate pfovisions in
our law for the avoidancedf conflictsof interest by persons
engaged in governing, guiding or administering the public
affairs of Barbados, for monitoring the assets and other
relevant interests of persons in public life or, in other
forms, for mandating and regulating integrity in public life:

BE IT RESOLVED THAT this House appoint a
Committee:

(1) to formulate proposasfor the establishment of
an Integrity Commission to receive declarations
in writing of interests of Members and such
other personsas may be appropriate, to maintain
a register of those interests and to supervise
such matters connected therewith as may be
prescribed,

(2) to formulate proposas for the enactment of
legidation to achieve and sustain the.aims d
this Resolution,

(3) in consonance with those aims, to receive
written and oral representations on matters
within its terms of reference and

(4) to report its determination to this House
accordingly.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Honourable Member

for Christ Church West.

Mr. H, deB. FORDE: Mr. Deputy Speaker,.Sir, | give
notice, with leave of the following Resolution:

WHEREAS it is the right of the people C darbados
toreceiveinformation particularly on mattersof importance
to their political, social and economic well being:

AND WHEREAS communication of debates of this
House by live broadcasts on' radio and television is an
effective way to give meaning, definition and respect to
that right; .

BE IT RESOLVED that this House support live
broadcasts of all debates of this House on radio and
television and that a Standing Committee of this House be
set up to implement and monitor the application of this
decision.

NOTICES OF QUESTIONS

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Honourable Member
for St. Peter. His question re consultants engaged by
Government as advisors. on sale or divesment o
Government assdis.

Mr. O. S. ARTHUR; Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, to ask
the Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs -

1. Will the Minigter please state whether consultants
or other persons were or are engaged by
Government as advisors on the sale or other
divestment or disposal of:

¢)) assets of statutory boards and

2 Government shareholdingsand other assets
or interests?

LI 4
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2. Will the Minister identify any consultantsor other
personsreferred to in the foregoing paragraph and
particularise their termsand conditionsof service?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Honourable Member
for St. Peter in respect of the applications for tax
concessionsor waivers for land deye opmen.

Mr. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Deputy Spesker, Sir, to ask
the Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs;

1. Will theMinister list the persons who have sought
tax concessionsor waverstowards development

o property to:
1 to include golf courses; and

2 for other purposes

from 1st January, 1990 to date and identify such
gpplications as have been rgected and the bases for
rejection?

2. Where, from 1st January, 1990, tax concessionsar
waivers have been granted in respect of any
~zoperties with the right to create golf courses
contained in planning consents for those
properties, will the Minister state:

(1)  the principles applied to the granting of
such concessonsor waivers, and

(2)  thedetalsdf such concessonsor wavers
& have not been gazetted or are not
required to be gazetted?
12.25 p.m.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Honourable Member
for St. Peter in respect of the indebtednessof Government
agencies to the Barbados Nationd Bank.

Mr. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, to ask
the Minister of the Finance and Economic Affairs:

1. Will the Minister please state the separateamounts
owed to the Barbados National Bank on August
31, 1992, by individual statutory bodies and other
enterprisesin which the Government of Barbados
holds a financid interest?

2. Will the Miniger aso please state what
arrangement. Government proposes to or has put
in place to discharge the indebtedness of these
bodies to the Bank?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Honourable Member
for St. Peter in respect of the Trangport Board and the

Nationa Insurance Departmen.

Mr. O, S. ARTHUR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, to ask
the Miniser of Public Works, Communications and
Transportation:

Will the Minigter please -

1. date.thetotal indebtednessaof the Trgnsport Board

. to the Nationd Insurance Department for overdue
and unpaid statutory contributionson 31st August,
1992,

2. specify what arrangementsif any have been made
by the Board with the Department to dischargeits
outstanding liahility to that Department; and

3. if no arrangements for settlement have been
offered by the Board or agreed with the
Department, what are the reasons for that
continuing default?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Honourable Member
for . Peter in respect of the proposed move of the
Community Development Department to privately owned
premises.

Mr. O. S. ARTHUR To ask the Minister o
Community Development and Culture:

1. Will the Minigter state the termsand conditions of
the lease or other contract between Government
and the owners of the premises in which the
Community Devel opment Department and Welfare
is expected to be relocated shortly a Pine
Plantation Road, Saint Michagl?

2. Especidly in view dof the state of the nation's
economy will the Minister further state why the
Community Devel opment Department will occupy
privately-owned property -and not
government-ownedproperty asit has so far done?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Honourable Member
for St. Peter in respect of the redemption of Japanese
debentures.

Mr. ©. S ARTHUR: To ask the Minister of Finance
and Economic Affairs:

1. Will the Minister please state why, cortrary to the
provisonsof section 111 of the Congtitution, and
according to the September, 1992 Economic and
Financid Statisticspublished by the Central Bank
of Barbados, no provison has been made after
September, 1990 for Sinking Funds for Foreign
Debt?

2. Will the Minister dso state whether the provison
in Appendix D of the Barbados Estimates
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1990-91 for the redemption of the $80.4m. debentureissue
1988/93 raised in Japan, remains available in a Sinking
Fund and for that purpose?

3. If theforegoing provisionis not available, will the
Miniser assure the House that the Japanese
debenture issue will be redeemed by the due date,
May 27, 1993, and identify the sourcefor funding
of that redemption?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Honourable Member
for St. Peter in respect of the rules on the sale of ‘assets by
Government, including Statutory Bodies.

Mr. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, to ask
the Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs;

1. Will theMinister state when Government proposes
to establish rules under Section 39(1) (f) of the
Financia Adminigtrationand Audit Act Cap. 5, 0
as to facilitate orderly sales andfor transfers of
securitiesor other property of the Governmentand
gatutory bodies?

2. If no such rulesare proposed under Cgp. 5 which
is a statute governing such sales and/or transfers,
will the Minigter please state the rules, criteriaand
policies which have been employed by
Government since 1st April 1991, to govern the
sale and/or transfers of its securities, shares and
other property and those of its statutory bodies?

REPORTS FROM SELECT COMMITTEES

Mr. L. L. BRATHWAITE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, |
wish to report that the Theft Bill, 1992 which was referred
to the Select Committee, has been passed with amendments
and | hereby do lay the Report.

FIRST READING OF BILLS

On the separate motions of Hon. P. M. GREAVES,
seconded by Hon. M. A. KING, the following Bills were
read a first time:

| . TheBill to amend the Consumption Tax Act, Cap.
63.

2. The Betting and Gaming Duties Validation Bill,
1992,

3. The Bill to amend the Pharmacy Act, Cap. 372D
and the Corporate Affairs and Intellectual
Property Office Act, Cap. 21A.

ORAL REPLIESTO QUESTIONS
Hon. P. M. GREAVES: Mr. Deputy Spesker, | give

notice that the reply to Parliamentary Question No. 41,
asked by the Honourable Member for St. Andrew, isready.

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR OBITUARY
SPEECHES

Hon. P. M. GREAVES. Mr. Deputy Speaker, during
the recess it came to our attention that a former member of
this Honourable Chamber, Mr. Wilfred Coward, passed
awvay. | want to, serve notice, that Honourable Members
who might want to spesk may prepare themsalves, that on
the next occasion of thesitting o this House, probably next
week, we shdl pay the appropriate tributes to the passing
o the late Wilfred Coward.

12.35 p.m.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon. P. M. GREAVES. Mr. Deputy Speaker, | an
moving that Standing Orders Nos. 6, 16, 18, 20, 42(5), 43,
and 44 be suspended for the remainder of today's dtting.

Hon. M. A. KING: | beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed to in the affirmative
without division.

ORDER NO. 10 - RESOLUTION TO APPROVE
THE LEASE OF CROWN LANDS AT
PRESCOD BOULEVARD TO
MILL REEF COMPANY

Hon. E. E. GREAVES. Mr. Deputy Speaker, from
time to time the House is asked to gpprove Resolutions
relating to the lease of various parcels of land in different
parts of the Idand to individuals and indeed, at times, to
businesses. This particular occasion, we are seeking the
House's approva for the lease of 1,631 square metres of
land at Prescod Boulevard in the City of Bridgetown to
Mill Reef Company Limited.

| believe Mill Reef Company is the parent company
of Chefette Limited, and you will recal that sometime
earlier this year this Honorable House approvedthe sde d
an area of land to that company. Part of this particular
lease has to do with a further arrangement with that
company for the easy management and development of
busness. The terms of the lease are st out in the
Addendum to the Resolution. Basicdly the conditions of
the lease which Cabinet has agreed to offer the company,
and the company has also agreed to accept, are as follows.

(1) Thet thelease shal be for a period of 25 years,

(2) That the rent payable shdl be at the rate o
$15,000 per annum;

(3) That the rent payable shall be subject to review'
every five years, and
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(4) Tha Mill Ref Compeny Limited shdl be
responsiblefor the payment of al taxes, utilities
and other outgoingsarisng out of the used the
land.

That, basicdly, Mr. Deputy Spesker, congtitutesthe
arrangement for the lease. The plot of the areaof .land is
available for the scrutiny of 'Honourable Members. |
therefore beg to move thet this Resolution da now pass

Hon. M. A. KING: | bag to second the mation and
reserve vy right to spesk.

Mr. DeL. O. BRADSHAW. Mr. Deputy Speeker,
Members on this side would not object to this Resolution,
but | wish to state thet we have been in the bed habit o
bringing these resolutions before Parliament and asking
Members to be acquainted with a particular acquistion just
on the day that the maiter is being brought before the
House | want to suggest very srongly - | don't wart the
Government ¢ the Miniger to fed that a bad habit nesds
to be pepetuated. | would like to make a worthy
contribution on mogt o these matters because land ad
property are very important assets. Therefore, | would wearnt
to see in futurea copy of the planscirculated to Members,
not mysdf aone, but dl Membersso that we will be able
to know their exact location.

Aside.

Mr. DeL. O. BRADSHAW: | take the point, but whet
| an saying is that | would like to sudy them. It could
help the Government becauseit would take me some time
to look a the plan to know exactly whether theland isto

"the weg, the north or the east. We would like to know that
90 that we could suggest to the Government that thereisan
dterndtivesite to the one that is proposed. Al theseare
factors that mugt be taken into consderation.

All I an saying isthat | know that in the padt it wes
cusomary to do it thisway. We mugt redise thet we have
memberswho are interested in giving positive suggestions
to the Government and sometimes the plans are not
accurately described. Sometimesthey have the gridsin the
wrong place. | know this from experience. Sometimes |
would wart to know the amount of money that is decided
upon. Thereis aformulatheat is usad. | would want to see
it to know the vauation o theland, to check to seeif the
money that we ar e asking reflectsthe true pricedf theland.

| hope thet the Minister in future will meke available
these plans to us On the other hand, | want to make it
quite dlear that the Barbados Labour Party's policy was to
meke available lands dong thet area to persons who hed
bus nesses there or who wanted to expand them. There was
some land which was in the hands o the Government and
we felt that it should be offered to persons who hed
businessesthere. That iswhy | said from the outset thet the

Oppasition would have no difficulty in supporting this, but
as| sad it isvery important for us to have these plansin
future. Then | think we will get more informed debates as
aresult.

With thet, Mr. Deputy Speeker, | associate mysdf
with the Resolution.

Hon. E. E GREAVES Mr. Deputy Spesker, | will be
vay brief. The HonourableMember an the other sde who
gooke stated that it is the policy of the Barbados Labour
Paty to make lands avalable to people who have
businessesin that particular area. The fact that we are here
today indicates that this is the policy of the Governmentt.
So we ae ad idem on that. Indeed, | am told by the
Deputy Prime Minister who was Minigter respongible for
Lands in the period 1971-76 that this was the policy which
hed been pursued by the then Democratic Labour Party
Adminigration. So | do not think thet we have a problem
in agreeing on this particular gpproach. | did sy in nmy
introductory remarks that this land adjoinsland owned by
Chefette Limited and it is in the areq, as | underdand it,
around a property which isowned by N. E. Wilson and it
is to provide the exit off Fontabelle and the further
expansonaf Chefettethere. That, basically, as| undersand
it, is what the matter is dl about.

With thoseremarks, | beg to move that the Resolution

do now peass.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.
1245 p.m,

ORDER NO. 11 - RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE
LEASE UNDER SECTION 5 OF THE CROWN LANDS
(VESTING AND DISPOSAL) ACT, CAP. 225, TO
CARIBBEAN AIRWAYS LIMITED OF LAND
AT GRANTLEY ADAMS INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT, CHRIST CHURCH, TO
ERECT A MAINTENANCE AND
OFACE FACILITY FOR
AVIATION RELATED .

PURPOSES

Hon. E. E. GREAVES Mr. Spesker, you would recall *
that in a previous debate when we came here with the
Resolution to lease land to British Airways, it was
generdly accepted by both Sdes thet the land which is
Stuated at Grantley AdamsInternationa Airport we should
try t o maximise the benefitsand, indeed, the income which
the Government could derive from leasing these areas o
land to companies which are connected with the airline
indugtry and, generdly spesking, which would have
busness operaions a Grantley Adams Internaiona
Airport. | did indicate we hed a number of requests. This
is the second one. We did the one with British Airways
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and now we have had arequest from Caribbean Airways
for the purposesdescribed in the ingtant Resolution.

Badcdly, agan the tems are sat out in the
Resolution. We are seeking to lease an area o land at
Grantley Adams Internationd Airport in the parish o
Chrigt Church. The land is about 2 537.2 square metres or
theresbouts. We are seeking Parliament's permission to
" leese thisland t o Caribbean Airways. The land is for the
pupose o erecting a building to accommodate
mantenance and office fadility for aviation related
purposes. The lease dhdl be for a period of 15 years with
an option to renew upon termsand conditionsto be agreed.
The rentd rae shall be $24 000 per annum subject to
review every five years and the other generd conditions
which we put into these leases with certain respongbilities
which are imposed on the lessee. Those are the terms and
conditions which, generdly, goply in aress of this nature

| therefore would want t o move that this Resolution
do now pass

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | am
going to second thet particular motion. 1 al SO want to say
here that Caribbean Airwaysisoperated by acompany thet
operatescommercidly and successfully now. Theland the
arlinerequireswill be used for the generd expanded work
of Caribbean Airways Caribbean Airways has recently
formed a handling company. That handling compary
requires space. It is dso handling cargo.. The intention is
that we will put up a facility there that will handle the
arcraft which it has contracted to handle as wel as for

Cargo purposss.

| dso want to say thet it isaland use plan prepared
by the Canadian Arports Project Teem thet wes here a
coupledf yearsago. The use d thisland correspondswith
the plan as prepared by the Canadian Arports Project
Team and gpproved by the Government. Caribbean
Airways as | sad earlier, operates successfully. It aso
fecilitateschartersthat originateout of other countries. For
exanple, Sir, | think right now it is being used by Ar
Tours. It isudng its cdl sgnsand name It isether Air
Tours or Sun Tours | cannot exactly remember but it is
using its namet o facilitate a servicebetween Barbadosand
some European countries. Caribbean Airway's has recently
expanded and formed a new company cdled the handling
company which handlesa number of arlinesnow operating
at Grantley Adams International Airport. This léese isin
furtheranceof the work of Caribbean Airways

Hon. H. B. &. JOH\! Mr. Deputy Spesker, | would
have thought that today the opportunity would have been
teken by the Honoureble Miniger of Internationd
Transportation to enlighten the Houseand the public about
the aviation palicy of the Government and, particularly, to
lay on the Table of this House the accounts of the lessee,
Caribbean Airways, because| doubt one can take theword

o the Honourable Minister in respect of the sucoess or
otherwised Caribbean Airwayswhen in truth and in fact
people know that therear e outstanding severance payment
cdamsawarded by the SeveranceTribuna which, my latest
informetion is, dl have still not been peid. | am vay glad
to hear thd...

Aside.

Hon. H. B. St. JOHN: I am not declaring an interest.
| do not have an 'interest. | am not an employee o
Caibbeen Airways. | have never been an employee o
Caibbeen Airways 0 therefore, | worked agang
Caibbeen Airways when they denied a pason his
legitimate right to severance and | had to teke it up to
goped. You now remind me of something.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: | trudt it is within thefour
wadls of the Resolution which is before the House,

Hon H. B. & JON | will be as rdevant as the
Honourable Member who got up in here and sad that
Caribbeen Airways wes a success and thet it has now
formed a handling company. | do mt know what that has
to do with thelease, Sir.

Q@r position is that | would like to know when the
Government isgoingt o tel this House and the community
viathe accountsof Caribbean Airwayssothd wewould be
ableto see and discover for oursaves and not on the say-so
df the Honourable Member about its successor othewise
Quite dearly, thisis one type d activity the Government
has bean ablet o carry an contrary to the declared policy of
the Ministry of Finance in reation to privatistion in
Barbados It is quite dear that the incondstency between
the Government's operations in respect of commercd
activitiesis borne out in thisarea for on the one hand an
office o privaisation has been created to privaise
Govenment's assets and on the other hand we have
Government Minigers coming before this House ad
informing it thet they are enlarging the operations of this

" entity.

The truth of the matter is that Caribbean Airways
does’not at the present moment perform the function and
role of en arline. Whet it does is thet it exploits the route
rightsthet belong to the Government of Barbados and its
intimate connectionwith theGovernmentfor financid gain,
the teemsand conditionsd which are shrouded in mygery
because this is a public company .that usss the
Government's route rights. The route rights are the
Government o Barbados to sdll to other arlines and the -
terms and conditions of the sdle or the franchise fees are
not known to the public because we do not have the
accounts. We do nat know how they charge them. Nobody
knows how they charge them.

1255 p.m.
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Hon. P. M. GREAVES: On a point of order, Sir. We

are not charging any franchisefees to anybody and we are
not receiving any franchisefees from anybody.

Hon. H. B. . JOHN: | have no difficulty with this,.

Sir, because he would not understand this area dthough it
is his Ministry. He says that peaple use the call signsand
so forth. Is he telling us that they are used for free?

Aside.

Hon. H. B. St. JOHN: My definition of afranchiseis
paying for the right to use any intangible property
belonging to another person. | cdl that a franchisefee. It
is not difficult for me to appreciate the Honourable
Member's difficulty even though it is his Ministry.

Sir, the position is that money is extracted from
arlinesfor the use of the name of Caribbean Airways, the
licences of Caribbean Airways and the cal sgns o
Caribbean Airways. | will say thisfor them that the money,
as | undergtand it, comes into the Treasury or into the
accountsof Caribbean Airways.

Certain remarks made by Hon. H. B. &. JOHN and
Hon. P. M. GREAVES were ordered, by Mr. DEPUTY
SPEAKER, to be expunged from the record.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: | am asking the
Honourable Member to stay within the four walls of the
Resolution.

Hon. H. B. St. JOHN: | am going to stick to the
Resolution, Sir.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you.

Hon. H. B. S. JOHN: If we knew the financia
position of the lessee we would be able- if the Honourable
Minister on this occason had come to this House and
informed the House and the public about the financia
condition of the lessee.. Here it is that we have the
Government saying that they are leasing Government land
to an entity dl the shares of which are owned by the
Government and the Honourable Minister under whose
portfolio that particular company fallsgets up and says that
he is happy to assure the House that Caribbean Airwaysis
now a success. | am glad that it is successful, extremely
glad because | look forward to the time where its success
is such that it will help reduce the draconian taxes that we
have to pay.

But the basic position is that he does not give us any
information about the viability and 1 am not trugting
anything the Honourable Minister says. His word means
nothing to me, not even a row o pins. If he has the
accounts, let us get the accounts.

| want to know what is the policy of the Government
in relation to the land in this area, because | believe that
the Development Plan of the Airport and the commercid
exploitation of that land is a mgor asset of Barbados. We
have been paticulaly fortunate that successive
Governments had the foresight to acquire large areas of
land not for sub-division for housing but for public works
and for commercia activity. Our politica party played a
major rolein that far-sighted decision when we acquired so
much land in that area of Christ Church for the future
development of aviation in Barbados.

But what we want to know is what is the policy of
the Government? Every now and again | see alot of ad
hoc leases coming in here. | want to know what is the
policy of the Government in relation to theleasing of land
there? Not only this particular area of land, but thereisa
lot of land around the areawhich is not useful for building
of buildings but which is utilized by a number of small
people in that area and you in particular, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, will appreciate this point because | am sure that
you have been besieged like me, by these peopleabout the
extent and the exact and precise area which falls within the
area that cannot be used for anything at al.

| have been fortunate to visit many airportsin my
period of time. | know that around airportsa multiplicity of
activitiesof afarming nature takesplace. The Governments
and the airport authorities lend dl possible assistance to
people to participate in activity around the airports which
is compatible with airline safety so as to ensure that that
aeadf land that is not being physically used for immediate
arport activity is not a waste land of bush. That is the
problem that we have around Grantley Adams |nternationa
Airport. There is a lot of area that is bush and could be
exploited by farmers. But the Government does not have a

policy in respect to that.

The previous Government had a definite and distinct
policy madeknown by theformer Minister of Housing, Mr.
L. B. Brathwaite with respect to the leasing of land, a
well-known policy with respect to the leasing of land and
with respect to licensing in respect to that. What is the

" position? There are people who wish to farm in that areg,

in areas where there can be no possible danger. They did
fam in my time. Some of them are ill there. The
unemployment rate created by the Honourable Member's
Government is so high now that there is a multiplicity of
people who never farmed before who now want to farm
because they have no choice but to do that, if not they
would starve, and they do not even have any welfare and
assistance to prevent them from starving.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Resolution please.

Hon. H. B. St. JOHN: | am talking about the
Resolution. | am taking about the policy in
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relation to leesing land which is not being used now. The
Government should get up and announceand say what its
policy is and let the people in Christ Church and in St.
Philip and in that surrounding area.comeforward and make
used somed that land. They want to useit. Fairy Vdley
- | know the areas very well and | am sure the Honourable
Deputy Speaker knows it very well too. All in that area
People want to use it. They want a little security in the
form of a letter from the Ministry of Housing saying that
they are at least agriculturd tenants and that you cannot
throw them off once they have a licence under the
Agricultura Tenants Act. You do not need any big time
lease like this. You want a little licence under the Security
o Tenure Act that they mean they must get 6 months and
if they are agriculturd tenants they have to give them 6
months expiring the 31t May <0 that they know. But we
want to know the policy, Publish it. 1 chdlenge the
Government to publish it. It goesright back down now.

There is another related area that goes back down to
Gibbons. Part of the land belongsto Government, part does
not belong to Government. When we left office there was
an argument as to the extent of the noise zone. A spedific
review wes taking place about the exact boundariesof the
noise zone because there were a number of peoplein the
Parish Land aea who wanted to exploit their land and
some of that land was Government's land. | would like an
update on that. There are alot of things that we nesd an
update on. We are going to have to update on the accounts
of Caribbean Airways. We till have not heard yet what is
the mgor role that the Government is going to use
Caribbean Airways for. We know they have a handling
company. Thisisonly an opportunity to provide a job for
afew people. We know that. It is a handling company =
we know that - with American Airlinesand with LIAT. Do
not trouble me about these points.

I would like to know for instance whether Aero
Servicesis going to be handied by Caribbean Airways? |
would like to know that.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES:. On a point of order, Mr.:
Deputy Spesker. | do not know what is Aero Services.
Thereis no Aero Services. Aero Services does not belong
to the Government and has not belonged to the
Government for the past 3 or 4 years. | cahnot meke a
second speech. All | am doing is just correcting, on a point
of order, what the Honourable Member has said. Aero
Services does not belong to the Government It hes not
belonged to the Government for the past 3 years. All
Government retained was 18% interest in Aero Services,
82% belongs to the private sector. Therefore the
Government was not in a position to take any decisonson
Aero Services unless it had the concurrence of the 82%
Shareholdersin Aero Services.

Hon. H. B. St. JOHN: You see what | mean, Sir.
1.05 p.m.

It is very fortuitous today that we have this mgor
disclosure that the Government has sold its shares. How
much did the Government sell its share for? They gave
away the shares to the private sector who in turn sold them
for treble the price.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: TheHonourableMember had
lost hisseat in the last Government when | stated here that
Air Serviceswas s0ld. He was not a member of the House.
If he does not want to take an interest in what is going on
in this country it'is a matter for him. He was nat in the
House when Air Services shares were sold. This should
not have happened in the firs place, because that
Government alowed Barclays to off load on them Air
Services, that they should never have had.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Both HonourableMembers
have had enough time to diverge as much as they possibly
wanted to. Now, et us take the Resolution, please.

Hon. H. B. &. JOHN: Mr. Deputy Speeker, Sir, itis

~ a mater of profound importance to the people in upper

Christ Church, including Christ Church Ead, to know
exactly what is their position, particularly those who have
aspirations to rent land from the Government. It is a very
important point, Sir. Thet is Nt a diversion. | want to
know about that land aong Grantley Adams Airport that |
know, stretching from GibbonsHill, running right up to S.
Philip, very negr w0 the dump, which belongs to the
Government. | just don't want to know that only a specid
privileged few can have accessto that land upon terms and
conditions. So therefore, Sir, | want al of these things
clarified.

Aside.

Hon. H. B. St. JOHN: Only a few. | just don't want
it to belike that because once the Honourable Member has
anything to do with it that is how it will go. The postion
isvery clear.

Now, Sir, the second point | want to know. The
Government should have told us about this new role, in
addition to cal signs, that they sell. You have to pay to use
the call Sgnsin addition to this handling company that they
do. | believethey still havecounter space. | understand that
in conjunction with some o the private sector that they
have incoming/inbond stores. Caribbean Airways has
incoming/inbond stores now. \When you comein thearriva
hdl at the Airport | understand that Caribbean Airways
now sell them there. When you come in at the Airport
Caribbean Airways is the proprietor of an inbond store.

Aside.

Hon. H. B. St. JOHN: It isn't amm shop, it isaduty
free dsore when you come in. Thee ae no
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counters there that you can sit down and drink, Sir. It isa
position, Sir, and presumably, soon, Lotto will soon be in
there. The pogition is, | would like to know whether it isa
joint venture and if it is a joint venture | would like to
know with whom itisajoint venture. | would like to know
whether it is a fact that Caribbean Airways has an interest
in this inbond Store. ;

These are very important points that we must know
because | find it difficultto understand, and | amfinishing
on this note, Sir. | find it difficult to understand how it is
that the Government can proclaim to the world at large that
it is ridding itsdlf of its activities which are of a private
sector nature and & the same time they are coming before
this HonourableHouse and bragging and boasting thet they
are expanding their activities which are of a smilar
commercid nature. Tt isall | want to know. That seems
to meto be dightly inconsistent and | would like to know
what are the particular reasons why you can have these
exemptions because this programme that we are operating
under does not seem to have any clear set of principles. It
seemsto methat itisalot ad hocism. That is my position,
Sr.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Honourable Member
for St. Thomas.

Mr. D. A. C. SMMONS: Mr. Deputy Spesker, it hes
cometo nmy attention recently, Sir, that Barbadianswho are
leaving Barbados to go abroad are being denied the
privilegeto purchase duty freegoodsat theairport to take
with them out of Barbados. Do you understand me, Sir? It
is my information tha if |, as a Barbadian = ad it
happened subsequent to the 10th August when | last left
Barbados - am leaving to go abroad 1.cannot purchaseduty
free itemsat theairport to take with me | wish to know,
Sir, if that is true. In other words, if my information is
correct, why has the ban been placed because wha hes

heppened is ...

Aside.

Mr. D. A. C. SMMONS I you stop me from
purchasing a bottle of perfume or a bottle of cockspur to
take with me on y trip, to give somebody oversess, that
isa ban. It amountsto a ban. What has been happeningis
thet Bee Wee has been very happy, particularly about this
arrangement, because you can buy d| of your duty free on
Bee Wee now, they get the revenue and Barbados losesiit.
It would seem to me to be symptomatic of a kind of
madness that is affecting the Government in its decision
making. | have not called them med people, Sir. | sad a
kind o madness. | can't understand. It does not make
sense, but since the Minister is saying that he does not
understand it and he is agreeing with me, | am going to
indst now, since he knows of it and he is professing

ignorance, | am going to insst that now that | have -

enlightened you, do the necessary to restore the status quo.
Thank you, Sir.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Honourable Member
for St. John.

Hon.D. J. H. THOMPSON: | thinkd should respond
to the last point because | know it is a matter of some
concern. The Honourable Member for St. Thomas | am
certain knows whet the law is and very often there are
exceptions or traditions or conventions or practices which
develop. | ‘think that you would be aware that under the
law the benefits in relation to duty free shopping should
not accrue to Barbadian citizens.

Now, the point is that for a long time, as |
understand, it has been going on and the Comptroller of
Customs has a discretion. It is not something that a
Minigter can intervene and sy to the Comptroller of
Customs or anybody ese that he mugt exercise his
discretion under the law in a particular way. However,
what | will say is that it does impact significantly on the
salesof the operationsat the duty free ports. In addition to
that, when one looks at it, it is possible that Barbadians
will take that same money and convert it into foreign
exchange and go elsawhere and buy the same good. So it
is not something that Government is obliviousto. It is not
any confusion. The point is that you can check whet the
law is and | think you know what the law is. There are
countries in the Caribbean, for example Trinidad, when |
was a student there, for me to purchasea duty freeitem, |
was required to show my passport and ticket. That is a0
0in St. Lucia and in other countries where the citizensare
technically not to benefit from thet, but there are practices
that develop and when Governmentsare not under pressure
to enforce those regulations, particularly when people are
not trying to get around the system or the laws that exi<t,
sometimes practices develop which are not directly in
conformity. Everybody knows that there are Barbadians
who have friends who come from overseas and they send
them in Bridgetown to shop for duty free items. That isa
common thing.

115 p.m.

Technicaly spesking, the concept of the duty free
concessionswhich exist where Barbadians are shoppingis
not in conformity with the law, so the whole matter is
being looked at because the Government is very conscious
o theimportanceof duty free shopping. As the Honourable
Member for St. Michad North would be able to say, in
response to the Honourable Member for Christ Church
South, a magjor development hes taken place at the airport
recently in relation to duty free shopping and it is hoped
that over time Government may be able to expand other
aspects of duty free shopping and ensure that Barbados
becomes the port d positive duty free operations for
the persons who visit Barbados. But the guiding
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principle, as dl of us know, is that as Barbadian citizens
there is no provision for us to benefit from duty free
concessions. Those concessions are redly exclusively for
vigtors to theidand.

| just thought | should explain that, because that is
what my understanding of the law is. | do not have the
provision of the law now, but let me conclude by saying it
would not be possible for a Minister of Government to
direct the Comptroller of Customsor the Commissioner of
Police, or any other functionary in Government who is
there to enforce the law not to enforce it. Unless there is
some change or the Convention can re-gpply, perhaps it
would'resumethe natural scenariothat was existing before.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | would
have expected the Minister of State to have stated how
soon the change would be effected.

| visited the airport very soon after the opening of the
three new storesand the investment of over $1 million by
the private sector in that exercise, at the request of the
Government, and | had the unfortunate experience of
hearing Barbadians who were going oversess, principally
to vidit relatives, quarrelling with the staff of these three
enterprisesfor their failure to sell them a couple o bottles
of perfume to take as gifts to relatives. The argument
degenerated into the allegation. that the daff were
discriminating against these Barbadians because they were
black people, and were it' not for the discreet manner in
which one d the young ladies in particular handled this
incident, it could have blown up in the faces of al of us

| believethe Government has had enough time to dedl
with that problem. Al it caled for - if some enthusiastic
Customsofficial had now, after al these years, discovered
that there was legidation — was for the Government to
come down and change the legidation. The items, if the
Honourable Member .had done his research would know,
that Barbadians who are travelling abroad mostly buy are
cigarettes, someliquor to tekefor ther relaives— | believe®
thoseare still being sold — somefish, photographic materia
and perfumes for relatives. Veay little of that stuff will
return here to Barbados and therefore it seems to me
absolutely foolish for people to stop the practice where
what is happeningis that the same money is being spent in
the air now on British Airways or some other foreign
carrier. It is therefore a matter of urgency that the matter
should be attacked.

Sir, | redly am concerned about it in the context of
the Government having a Foreign Exchange Committee,
with the private sector that has just travelled abroad to .
Maarten and elsewhere and reported back to the Foreign
Exchange Committee on the benefits that can be gained
from duty free shopping in Barbados. Where are we going?
At least the Minigter of External Affairs should have read

the Foreign Exchange Committee Report and Minutes. If he
has not, | will lend him my copy from time to time 0 that
he could seeit. It is my duty as Leader of the Oppostion
to monitor the Government, so | am entitled to everything
the Government has and | will make sure that | get ny
copies legitimately. There is no reason why the private
sector should have it...

Aside.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: ....you are on the Committeg, |
think you should haveit, and the Leader of the Opposition
does not haveit, 0 | will getit. Do not ask me how | got
it, | got it legitimately, Sir.

| am saying that the reports have made it quite clear
that there is a tremendous business that Barbados can get
in keeping a home foreign exchange and attracting
additional foreign exchange without having this archaic,
closed door policy towards what we do at our main ports.
| am going to ask the Government to stop delaying on
aress like this and just stop coming and telling me an
officia has done this and has donethe next, because the

policy is very archaic.

Sir, | have to raise a point made by the Honourable
Member for Christ Church South which | think we ought
to pursue. The lease’calls for an expansion of aress in
which Caribbean Airways will be acting. | think the
Government hes to be quite'clear where it is going in
relation toitsinterventionin the future within the economy.
| redly am finding it very confusing. The signal is that we
are going to close down our investment that was paying us
in the BarbadosMiills, or the investment that was paying us
in Bartel, or the investment that was paying usin the Light
and Power Company or the Babados Externd
Telecommuni cationsCompany, but we aregoing to expand
an investment in Caribbean Airways in many areas, put
pressure in competition with other companies which may
have needed somereform, and in competition with them to
theextent that workersa the existing companies have bean
laid off and put under pressure.

Thereis something wrong with our policy thinkingon
thése matters and | am very disturbed by the lack of
co-ordination that is shown between thedifferentMinistries
as they approach the restructuring exercise, becausein my
view if there was need to cause reform to take place at
Seawell Air Services and the other company that was
operating there, then there are severd ways, by virtue of
the licences and what not, to put pressure on any bad
practicesand to force them in any event to widen their own
shareholdingin theway that Government wants. But | have
had people who have been laid off at the airport who are
disturbed that they find their jobs going and the same work
is going to another hand to clap, and | am being told at the
end of the day that American Airlines and somebody
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elseare coming in. Do you know whét is going to happen, -

Sr? | am going to give you the prediction, because it
happened here before and you aways have to recite the
higory. | have seen it happen before when we have
alowed this to happen. Within a couple o years one
company buys out everybody and somebody mekes a
tremendouscapital gain, goesthrough thedoor, the security
of workers has been undermined, the cost factor goes back
up and Government is no better off.

125 p.m.

| am warning the Minister about this The Minister
says that you have laid off one way and you employ
somewhere else. But to whose advantage? The point is
that what has happened is that they have laid off people at
the companies that have been operating here and people
havelost their jobs. They haveno job security. People have
been thrown out of work. A few have been taken on
somewhereelseand | am not sure even that some of them
are recognising the rights of the Union in some respects
because they are finding all sorts of ways around the
position to date, and in my view, it is weakening, in the
long term, social cohesivenessand economic advancement.

| do not agree with the Government policy on this
métter. | do not believe that in the long run they are
gpproaching the reform that must happen in a proper

manner. | am not against Government intervention from.

time to timein the economy. L et me get our position clear.
There are certain areas. If the Minigter is going to say,
Sitting down in his seat, that he had complaints that the
other people were sending up charges to the airport and the
arlines were complaining thereis a way to ded with that.
He is the Minigter. You don't deal with it in a way that
you are smashing somethingthat isexistingand then trying
to rebuild something else.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES. Mr. Deputy Speaker, nothing
has been smashed because the company that was operating
isstill operating. It servicesBritish Airways. It services Air
Canadaand it servicesa number of other airlines. All that
happened is that there is no longer a monopoly at the
arport. That is the important thing.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: The Minister will know. | am
telling him that eventualy what will happen is that
somebody is going to make a capital gain and take over.
The Minister has the history there. There wasa way to deal
with the monopoly position. Now the Minister is going to
sy in one breath that his reason for deding with this
gtuation is because there was a monopoly in the prices.
Why does he not deal with the monopoly of Mobil Qil
which has been extracting...

Asides.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: Why does he not open Mohbil
Oil to smilar competition? | am saying that it was donein

such away that it has caused distressto the workers and it
has not improved any efficiency or cut down any
significant cost to anyone. That is why | am quarrelling
with the Minister's misguided policy which heis pursuing
at the airport.

Hon. .E. E. GREAVES: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | think
that the Honourable Member for Christ Church South who
spoke on this matter and who during the administration of
the BarbadosL abour Party hed responsibility for theairport
and whom we generaly recognise as a person who has
more than passing interest in this area ought to know that
there is an Airport Development Plan and the Plan
incorporates the kind of development which is supposed to
take place within the airport boundaries. .

| am sure that he also knows that that Plan has been
updated and the Honourable Member could be privy to the
Plan. | do not think it is a secret plan. | cannot say at this
point as to whether the Plan has been made a document of
the House but | will try to pursue this matter to find out
where it has gotten. In any event, it is a document which
Is available. Added to that, of course, the Town and
Country Planning Department has certain regulations in
place relating to the noise effective zone and in respect of
the flight path.

| recall sometimeago when | introduced a resolution
in here for the lease of land in that areal made the point
that it has been discovered now that airlines are becoming
more and more conscious of ther safety that there are
developments which have taken place in the flight path
zone which are causing considerable problems to the
aircraft as they come into Barbados. We have thereforeto
be very clear about this and not try to midead people or
make peoplebelievethat any kind of development can take
place within the curtilage of the airport or indeed, on the
path which the airlines take coming into Barbados. We
have to be very clear on this and people have to betold in
no uncertain terms what has to obtain there.

| am sure that this information is available and we

" will endeavour from the point of view of a public service,

through the Government Information Service, to make this
information available generdly speaking to the public. -

Now the Member for Christ Church South made
reference to farming in the area of Grantley Adams
Internationd Airport. As | understand it, a lot of the land
surrounding Grantley Adams|nternational Airportisowned
by the Barbados A gricultural Devel opment Corporation and
thereis farming on those lands. | am not sureif he meant
lands within the boundariesof theairport. What | do know
is that on a visit to the airport some months ago | was
talking to the Director of Civil Aviation and he was
meking the point that within the arport and
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surrounding the area where the aircraft take off thoselands
can be farmed in the kind of activities which will not
provide any kind of difficulty to the aircraft but which
would be used as an enhancement to the general environs
of the arport and the tarmac. Such activities would
probably involve the growing of fodder for animals which
could then be cut and sold.

| think that one hasto understand very clearly that not
every kind of activity can take place within this particular
aea Asl said a the beginning, both Governments have
come to the point that there are developments which can
take place within the airport and the kind of activities
which are related to airport development, and we are
pursuing this particular area. Asl said, we had a leasefor
British Airways and this is a lease now coming up for
Cxribbean Airways. | can give the Honourable House the
assurance that very shortly we will be coming for
permissionfor another leasefor another devel opment which
will take place within that particular areaand | would hope
that at that time we will be able to speek in greater detail
about the overall Development Plan and we would set that
paticular one within the context of the particular
Resolution which we are seeking. That also would be the
context in which this Resolution would be placed.

With those remarks, Mr. Deputy Speaker, | would
like to move that this Resolution do now pass.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

ORDER NO. 12 - RESOLUTION TO LEASE
A PARCEL OF LAND AT WILDEY, ST.
MICHAEL TO THE BARBADOS LAWN
TENNIS ASSOCIATION FOR
ESTABLISHMENT OF A
TENNIS CENTRE

Hon. E. E. GREAVES: Mr. Deputy Spesker, this
particular Resolution has afairly long history. As a matter

of fact, | think that this matter goes back to somewherein -

the 1980’s.
135 p.m.

On Augudt 15, 1985 the then Cabinet took adecision
to leaseapproximately 1.21 hectares of land a Wildey, St.
Michad, to the Barbados L awn TennisAssociation. On that
occasion, as| understand it, the period of time they leased
the land wes for 10 years. The Barbados Lavn Tennis
Associationwas unhappy with this period becausethey felt
that if they were going to be investing the kind of money
to build the Centre then 10 years would be too short a
period for them to amortisetheir investmentsand to get out
of thered. This matter was reviewed in 1987. On August
27,1987, approximately two years after, the Cabinet took
a decison to review the 1985 decison. We therefore

extended the leas¢ from 10 years to a period of 25 years.
Basicdly, what weare now seeking to do isto establishthe
conditions of this lease which are set out in the Second
Schedule that the land be used only for the establishment
of a Tennis Centre, that the lease be for a period of 25
years with an option to renew, and that the rental be a a
rate of $100 per annum, subject to review at the 10th and
20th years of the lease.

Sir, you are aware o the fact tha this particular
developmentand arrangement fitsinto thegeneral gpproach
of the Government towards establishing sports as a very
important aspect of our naiona life and dso the
possibilities which can emanate from linking sports with
tourism as we have done, and as the Minister of Tourism
and Sports would indicate the fusion between these two
areas. There are tremendous possibilities in this particular
area Thisis just one of the many gporting activitieswhich
are planned for that whole complex there in Wildey with
the gymnasum, the Tennis Centre, the Swimming
Association, the development of cricketing facilities there
and it will be a tota complex.

We believe that in our efforts to promote this and
give encouragement to the Barbados Lawn Tennis
Association, that a 25-year |ease option isareasonable one.
You would note aso that the rentd is a peppercorn rent,
$100 per annum because thisis the kind of support which
the Government finds it necessary to provide in order.to
give encouragement to the development of this kind of
activity here in Barbados.

One would hope that with the kind of facilitieswhich
we are providing our young people and sportsmen would
recognisethat the Government is playing its pat. What we
would want to see forthcoming from our sportsmen is the
kind of tenacity and commitment which is so vey
important if oneis going to succeed in any kind of activity
and mog o dl, in the area of sports. There are too many
people who think that they can become top flight
sportsmen by just turning up on the day of the particular
activity. They do not get into serious training. They pay
little or no attention to their.generd diet and kind of living
habits. With that kind of gpproach then, certainly, they
cannot succeed. Sporting activities are a very had
taskmadter if we want to make a success of it. If we are
making sport then one can understand that. But | think
there ought to be a serious approach to our sports in
Barbados to enable our sportsmen to ,do much better.
Certanly, the Government in creating this kind o
environment is making its contribution. We would hope we
would be able to provide that kind of inspiration for our'
sportsmen.

With those remarks, Mr. Deputy Speaker, | would
like to move that this Resolution do now pass.
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Hon. C. V. WALKER: | beg to second that, Sir, and
reserve my right to spesk.

Mr. DeL. O. BRADSHAW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, here
again the Opposition wishes to associate itself with the
Resolution but there are a few things that must be said less
this Chamber be left to fed that the present Government
initiated this idea about a sports programme and having a
sports complex.

Theideaof asports complex came from the Barbados
Labour Party Government. The area o land that is
identifiedin Wildey wasidentified by the Barbados L abour
Party's Government during the time | had the honour to
serve as Minister of Sports. | wish to repest it because |
am hearing peopletrying to take credit for work they have
not started and trying at the same time to convey to the
public that the project is one that was initiated by this
Government.

The Barbados Lawn Tennis Associgtion was
experiencingdifficulty where they were at the Garrison. In
fact, they used to complain to the Govemment then that the
courts were not placed the right place, and the Barbados
Turf Club felt they should be moved. But the Barbados
Lawn Tennis Associaion had no money to put up for any
project 0 despite al this complaining by the Barbados
Lawn Tennis Association about the length of the lease, |
want the Minister to dismiss that as a very srange
alegation coming from them.

When the Barbados Labour Paty Government
recognised that lawn tennis should be developed and
" encouraged as a nationd sport, it was the Government that
took the initiative to. sell the courts that belonged to the
Government. The Barbados Turf Club gave $100 000 to the
Government and the Barbados Labour Party Government
placed it at the digposd of the Barbados Lavn Tennis
Association. We gave them the first $100 000. At that time
representations were made to me tha they had no
counterpart funds to build the complex in Wildey. It was
not a matter of complaining that they hed a problem with
thelength of the lease. What was taken into consideration
a that particular time was the fact that we wanted to
encourage them to have more facilities, more than two
courts. The plans had to be drawn and they did not have
the money to pay for them. As| understandit, one of the
members of the Association assisted them with the plans.

What | would like to see done is that Government
takes acloser interest in the development of that particular
area because a lot of things can happen here or we can
have a development that is not well organised. It is not
aufficient to say we are going to give the Hockey
Asocigtion or this association a little bit of the action or
alocatean area. | feel that the Government must come up
with a plan and let these organisationsfit into the plan. |

-do not believein giving theLawn Tennis Association this,

We had to do that because the land was totaly
undevel oped but now the Government should haveits own
plan for theareaand let them fit into that plan.

| would go as far as to say this that | fed
Government,. despite the fact thet it isallowing the
BarbadosLawn TennisAssociation to erect buildingsthere,
should have some say. | do not believethat they should be
left to operatelikea private business. Sport should not be.
You are going to find a development where they fed it is
their business'and it is not going to serve the purpose for
which the Government set out to haveit. Thet isoneof the
reasons why the Government made the input.
145 p.m.

The Govemment and thetaxpayers' money isin the
BarbadosLawn Tennis Association. If theland isleasedto
them for, | would say, peppercormn money then the Lawn
Tennis Association must understandthet weexpect them to
assist in developing sports and doing just like the
Swimming Association. Wien | made the point that we
have to be very careful that someof theseorganizationsdo
not think thet they own and thet they can shut out the
public we have to look at what isgoing on. It is true that
the Swimming Association hes developed thet complex.
They are making it available to the schools. | am satisfied
with that arrangement and | am looking forward to hearing
the Barbados Lawn Tennis Association dedare a smilar
policy whereour youth can benefit from thefacility there.
| demand that. It is a right which the young people have.
Weare not asking them. Wefed it istheir duty to provide
it since we the taxpayers have made our input in it.

There is something thet concerns s about this
complex and | am gaing to touch 0N the gymnasium too
because | fed that there is still room for developing the
gymnasium. Thereare some thingsthat disturb me abouit it.
Itisal right to talk about thedisciplinesthd we will have
at this particular facility. But what we must notice is that
at any one time only one sport, one discipline can be
played & a time in that gymnasum. You cannot play
netbal and basketbd| at the sametime, only basketbal or
netbdl can be played. It is something you have to watch.
Ask yoursdf if you can fill up thet gymnasium with
basketball or netbadl enthusiasts alone. My answer to that.
is no. We are going to have to think how we are going to
fill that particular gymnasium at any one time S0 that it
could pay for itsdf.

Aside.

Mr. DeL. O, BRADSHAW: No, no. Do not say |.
There was a limit. The,present Government expanded and
increased the capacity. Do not tell me thet. That is what |
am womed about. If it is not filled | am telling you, you
have to work very had - and 1 think the
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Minister is listening - because it is up there lying down.
We have to be thinking al like now how best we are going
to haveit filled so that we can realisethe money to pay for
it becausethe operating cost is very, very high indeed. The
Minister knows that.

It is not sufficient to tell me that you are going to
bring the Chicago Bulls or whatever team here to give us
exhibition matches. After they have gone | want to know
what programmesare being put in place to ensure that we
have got a capacity crowd there to fill it because without
the crowds the Government cannot run it.

Aside.

Mr. DeL. O. BRADSHAW: | think the Minister
understandsand is taking note very carefully. The Minister
of Education does not seem to understand what we are
taking about. It is a very serious thing. The Government
has to maintain that. The operating cost is going to be very,
veay high and it is going to require a lot of technical
people to operateit. All | want to know is the concerns of
Barbadians, how are you going to get the money?

| am going to say this. | hope the Minister will think
very, very serioudy - it is not too far gone — about this
cricket academy. | have had my reservationson thiscricket
academy. | want to know what use is it going to serve
Barbados? It sounds big. It sounds all right. But Barbadians
and cricketersin Barbados have emerged, even the Minister
o Sports will tell you he did not go to any academy and
we did well. | an womed about the money. Let me tell
you why | an womed about the cricket academy.What
about the gymnasts? | would like to see us have a facility
wherewe can have gymnadtics. | amn asking the Minister to
consider that. Thet is what we should be looking at not
cricket. That is not a priority.

Aside.

Mr. DeL. O. BRADSHAW: You cannot perform any
gymnagtics inside the gymnasium up there. Do not come
and tell anybody that. You know what | am saying. It is
limited to certain sports not gymnastics.

What | am saying to the Minister is that despite the
fact that he has gone on record as saying that he is going
to build a cricket academy, | want him to look carefully at
that and see exactly what purposeit is going to serve. He
il has enough time to look at that programme and look
a that sort of complex. | think it is a waste of time, a
wagte of money at this point in time. We have to think of
our priorities.

When you look at other countries in the Caribbean,
fellows are getting on to the West Indies team and they do
not have any cricket academy. Certainly those who are on

the West Indies' team were not involved in any cricket
academy. Do not let us fool ourselves. Stick to what you
are good a. | am saying it is going to be a wagte of time
and | am expressing my concern because | as a taxpayer
and the taxpayers out there have to pay for it. We have to
get our prioritiesright. Thisis no timeto think becauseyou
may be sympathetic to a particular discipline that you are
going to tdk about putting up a complex and that is good
enough. | am concerned about that.

There is another thing | heard the Minister who
introduced this Resolution mention. Let me say this. | have
heard him talk about developing sport. Sport isin chaosin
Barbados. | want the Minister to get up and deny the fact
tha there are problems within the Barbados Netbal
Association. | want him to get up and deny the fact that the
Barbados Football Association has big problems. How are
we going to develop and tdk about the development of
sport when these Associations have got big problems that
they cannot solve on their own?

| am inviting the Minister to alow the Sports Council
or to investigate whet is going on in sport. Whet are we
developing? There is chaos in the Athletic Association a5
well. There are problems and we dl know them. We all
hear about them. | am asking the Minister to investigate
early and let us put sport in Barbadoson track once again.

What isthesensed building facilities? Y esfacilities
werebuilt. The BarbadosL abour Party built more than.any
other Government. But that is,not the point. The point isto
ask oursalves - yes the Barbados Labour Party went to
Gdl Hill in &. John. | was the Minister when | refurbished
the pavilion up there and provided you with a proper
playing facility. It was the Democratic Labour Party that
put the lawn tenniscourt up there that was uneven and the
young people could not play on it. | know that.

You see, Mr. Deputy Spesker, we want to develop

sport. | have heard the Minister talk about Sports/Tourism, -~

linking sport with tourism. A very good idea. But we must
ask ourselves, what are we projecting? Are we
accomplishing anything? The Netbal Association, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, was offered....

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Wearespecificaly dealing
with a resolution on lawn tennis and the establishment of
a tennis centre. | know you want to talk about sportsso |
gave you some latitude but come back home.

Mr. DeL.. O. BRADSHAW: Thank you, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, but | was responding to remarks mede by the
mover of the resolution. What | am sayingis- and | think
that these are concerns that are welcome by the Minister
and by the Government - that $100 000 was offered to the
Barbados Netbal Association. They have only taken up
60 000 but we need to develop this.
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Wearetalking about lawn
tennis.

Mr. DeL. O. BRADSHAW: | am asking the Minister
if he can get the other $50 000 to help the BarbadosLawn
Tennis Association. The money is there not being used and
| am asking the Minister if he can get that money drawn
down so that he can help the Barbados Lawn Tennis
Association to provide at least another court. That is what
| am saying. We want to have only the development of

sport.
Aside.

Mr. DeL. O. BRADSHAW: You cannot tell me about
any sport. You are not in this sort of thing. You are in
cricket. | have been hearingall of this thing about tell me,
let us hear this and al of this big set of thing about
sport/tourism and who appointed who.

155 p.m.

| have been hearing al of that, but what | do know is
that there are problems in Sport and the Minister is not
addressing them. The Barbados Lawn Tennis Association
must put up facilities. | have not heard or seen any plans
about where they are going to put the parking. They will
need parking. He mug tell us how they are going to
provide parking because he too has problems with parking
up there.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is very important. | have
seen facilitiesgoing up thereand they are now trying to get
money to get adequate parking. | know the area very well.
All I am asking, is if there is adequate parking for the
people who use the Barbados Lawn Tennis Association. |

want to know that. | aso want to know if there are going
to requireadditional land to expand because they will have
to expand from time to time.

In closing, Mr. Deputy Speaker, | want the Minister
to be aware of the problemsin Sport generally and | want
him to realise that we can have a development in that area.
It is next door to my condituency and | have to be
concerned with the sort of development that takes place in
that particular area. It is not a Smple matter because you
-are going to put up this and you are going to put up that
and you are going east, right up to Fort George. | have
been hearing dl o that coming from the Minister. It does
not make senseto me. | want the Minister to have a proper
plan and let us be subjected to the input o the people who
know about Sports. | cannot rely on the Minigter to give
me a proper coordinated plan for Sportsany longer. He has
failed me and failed the public of Barbados.

SUSPENSION

Hon. P. M. GREAVES. On our return from the
luncheon recess we have to consider Item No. 1 from the
Order Paper. Sir, | understand now that the Honourable
Member for St. Michael West Central wants to spesk and
he will be speaking for more than 10 migutes. At this
point,,Sir, I am going to move the luncheon adjournment,
and return after the adjournment and complete this matter
before we move on the Resolution dealing with the West
Indian Report.

| am moving, Sir, that the House be suspended for
one hour until 3.00 p.m.

Hon. E. E. GREAVES: | beg to secon'd that, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division and Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER suspended
the sitting accordingly at 2.00 p.m.

RESUMPTION
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The sitting is resumed.

Hon. W, W. HALL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | rise to
support this Resolution and to say that the Government has
adlowed the Barbados Lawn Tennis Association an
opportunity, like the Barbados Swimming Association to
have six wonderful courts at Wildey.

As you know, Sr, the private sector in Barbados
raised many thousands of dollars and were able to build a
swimming complex. There was a time in Barbados when
all the swimming races were svum off the Yacht club and
indeed even water polo was played there and also a North
Point. Ever since we have had the stadium at Wildey,
hundredsof young Barbadians have been able, not only to
swim in their own age group in Barbados but have svum
many brilliant races representing Barbados oversess.

The coaching programme, Sir, dluded to by the
Member for St. Michadl South East isdone by coaches, not
only brought here by the swimming association but the
National Sports Council's coaches do a lot of work in
coaching the youngsters that attend the various schools
throughout Barbados and so it will be with the tennis.
courts at Wildey. The members of the Barbados Tennis
Association have, for many years, been begging for
facilitieswhich would alow them to coach their youngsters
in large numbers.

In sports, Sir, it is necessary when you are coaching
youngsters to have them in happy and congenid
surroundings. It is aso necessary that you be able to have
them in the type of facilities that their parents will be
happy to bring then? and then come back for them later. |
think this is very important and so the
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Lawn Tennis Association with some 5 or 6 courts & the
Wildey Sports Complex, | am sure will see many
youngsters playing the game of tennis.

During the 1940s and indeed in thefiftiesand sixties,
Sir, lawn tennis was a game for the privileged. That is a
fact. So often we used to see people with no hand/eye
coordination at al. They would throw a bdl in theair and
could not even hit it once in 10 times. Such a men is the
Memberfor St. Michael South East.The coach at the Hilton
Hotel, a good coach, spends many long hours coaching
youngstersin this discipline. The coach a Rockley spends
many hours coaching our youngstersand, Sir, | believethat
now that the Lawn Tennis Associationwill have their awn
home they would be able to encourage many Barbadians,
who are doing well overseas, and who are very wdl
qualified, to come back home and show the youngstersthe
rudiments of the game.

| do not wish, Sir, to tak at any great length about
the game d tennis except to say that | am quite sure that
the membersof the Lawn Tennis Association are al rather
grateful to the Government for this lease of 25 years so
that they can get on with their programme.

There was a time when tennis was played at the
Garrison Savannah and, Sir, | remember with horror when
the Davis Cup match was played there and there was this
great accident and many of our people were injured. As
you know, there were no sands, just a make-shift
contraption where our people were hurt when the
scaffolding came down. | believe that the day will soon
come when the Barbados Lawn Tennis Association will be
able to put on the Brandon Trophy and the Davis Cup at
their own home, rather than going to the courts at hotels
like Paradise, Heywoods and the like, Sir.

One mugt not forget the courtsat Paragon. For many
years the gentleman up there has given yeomen serviceto
tennisin Barbadosand | am quite sure that the Honourable
Attorney Genera will definitely agree with that.

310 p.m.

| just need to have the record straight, Sir. When we
demolished the small pavilion at the Garrison Savannah,
the Barbados Turf Club agreed that they would pay the
Barbados Lawn Tennis Association $100 000 in exchange
for their moving. | wish to say that it is not true to say
that the $100 000 was paid before 1989, for | remember in
the dark days when the Barbados Turf Club had no money
and they had this $100 000 price over their heads,
subsequently, Sir, with the advent of the Lotto and its
accompanying riches, they were able to pay $25 000
alocations to the Barbados Lawn Tennis Association.
Those are the facts, Sir. They were able to pay the
$100 000 in four $25 000 dlocations and S0 it is totaly
untrue to say that the $100 000 was paid before 1989.

| adso wish to say, Sir, | remember quite well,
becauseit was necessary, in order to have safety in racing,
to stop the Barbados Turf Club from having 7Y, furlong
races. The Honourable Member for St. Michadl South East
would not know about racing. The 7/, furlongs — and for
his elucidation, 1500 metres — were rather dangerousraces,
because having started at a giddyap pace you found that
before you c¢ould even lengthen your stride, the horses were
round a very sharp turn. As you know, Sir; the Garrison
Savanneh has a sharp and undulating surface, the
HonourableMember will not appreciate those racingterms.
| only wanted to make the point that the Lavn Tennis
Association was quite content to move from the Garrison
Savannah so as to dlow the jockeys to ride proper races
and go to 7.8 furlongs. That is higtorical, Sir, that is afact,
s0 | do not wish any Honourable Member to comein here
and say that he knows about the $100 000. That is not true.
He does not know about it, he heard about it.

Sir, | wish to further comment on a few points, or
non-points, made by the Honourable Member for St
Michad South East. | wish to assure the Honourable
Member that we have a plan for the Wildey sports
complex. Wha is more, Sir, | wish to further assure him
that the Associations will fit in it. | have been all over
Barbadostalking about the comprehensivesporting plan we
have for the Wildey sports complex, where we will be
playing hockey - it is true that we have been saying this
for four years — where we would have two fields for
hockey but one will be an astro turf. The reason for thisis
that Barbadian hockey playersare about the most skilful in
the world. They are among the most skilful in the world,
but no sooner than the Barbadians get to championships,
they are coming off a grass and bumpy surface into the
very level astro turf and this upsets their pattern. The
Audtralians, the Dutch, the Pakistanis and the Indiansare
the top nationson the ground. | will be very happy the day
when we will be able to play hockey on astro turf at
Wildey.

Also, Sir, | just have to say that we will have a
cricket field up there, smply becausel do not like theides,
even when we have the West Indies team here, as we do

»now, every day they have to go to Wanderers or in the
Park or they have to go down to Kensington Oval. As you
know, the practice wickets down there become rather
impaired when the rain comes. The Honourable Member
wants to know about the complex. The cricket ground up
there will give our youngstersthe opportunity in Barbados
to play on a decent wicket instead of having to go dl over
the country and play on impaired wickets, and it would
adso help usin terms of facilitating our mgor teams here.

There will be afootbdl pitch there too. He asked me
to look into the Football Association. | do not know wheat
.he means by that. There have been many rumours
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about the 10 000 people going to a game and not seeing
the corresponding money. If he wants an investigation into
that, Sir, when | get the facts| will deal with it. | cannot
deal with rumours.

| wigh to talk about the Academy, Sir. The Member
for St. Michadl South East said it is a waste of time to
have a cricketing academy. | will not wish to get into an
excoriation that will boggle his mind, but | wish to say that
the West Indies cricket team have been world champions
for 16 years. They have not lost a series since 1976. West
Indian cricket hasdonemorefor Caribbeanintegration than
alot of politicians| know, Sir, and it realy upsets me, it
is sacrilegiousto hear a member get up in this House and
say that to have an academy is a waste of time. | know a
lot of things are a waste of time, but | cannot say them
here. | fee that one has to consider that in Audtraliathere
are academies.....

Aside.

Hon. W. W. HALL: Not follow pattern. In the pursuit
of excellence one has to do the right thing. Perhaps the
member wishes us to send our youngstersto the Alf Gover
School in England every year, a thing that has happened
snce 1945, as the Member for . Thomas will tell you,

Sir. It is all right to be in a jocular frame of mind, but if

you are going to speak about the history of West Indies
cricket and itsimpact on our society, it is no joking matter.
To suggest that an academy in Barbadosisa waste of time,
| say is sacrilegious, for want of a better phrase. | would
liketo say somethingelse, but | am very seriousabout that.
~ Not only should we have an academy, but we have to
serioudy look a a hdl of fame.

3.20 p.m.

The Honourable Member will obvioudy kick that
through the window t00. | can understand his dismay, but
we have to look at honouring our heroes. Wherever we go,
al over the world, we see halls of fame. Sir, for instance,
| had the honour to be inducted in the Hal of Fame at
Hartford, Connecticut.

Asides.

Hon. W. W. HALL: | have never heard of a famous
Bradshaw, | wish to say that | amn very seriousand | wish
that someone from the Oppostion will get up and

- disassociate themsalves from those remarks. When the
hisory of West Indian cricket is written, one will
remember that a member of this august Chamber said on
October 20, 1992, on such an occasion — a watershed, as
one o my friends would say, in West Indian cricket.. It
condtitutes a watershed, Sir. It was criticised by the
Member for St. Michael South East. Vicioudy attacked by
him.

| am saying the youth of Barbados will benefit in no
smal measure, and as you look around Barbados.. | an
not going to get into any arguments because this is surdy
not an afternoon for jejune rhetoric. | will tell you this, Sir,
that wherever you go in every parish in Barbados, you can
2 the youth playing cricket and football. In thelast finals,
Sir, you saw. Y outh Milan, a team from down yonder in St.
Lucy playing in the finals against Empire; Kimberley,
Nascimento. If you go to volley bal you will sse people
playing from asfar as Drax Hall and St. Philip - the Well
House Pirates. These are people who would have had no
chances whatsoever 20 years ago when there were no
fecilities.

As an ex-Minister with responsbility for Sports| am
amazed, and it is mind-boggling, that a former Minister of
Sportscould get up — it is a tragic loss to the human race
- and criticisean Academy for Cricket in this country. No
wonder the great West Indian players as they leave the
field of play and go beyond the boundary fed the way they
do because they know that the very minute they stop being
a hero on the field there are some people who would
believe that they were non-existent.

Sir, | spesk on behdf of our sporting heroes. | say
that apart from Suki King the great Go-AsYou-Please
champion o the world who is a Barbadian - and some
people do not recognise it — apart from our body-builders
who have won four world championships, | say that our
cricketers have conquered the world. | do believethat if we
were t0 put an academy here and encourage our many
luminaries in sport to come here and teach the youngsters
the rudiments of the game we will be unbeaten for another
20 years. The Honourable Member said that | played West
Indies cricket and | was not coached. That is true, Sir.
When | left Combermere at the age of 18 | had never
bowled abdl in my life. That is true. | might have played
for the West Indies before | played for Barbados. That is
unique, but then there are not many people who can do
that. You have to look and see that there are people and
there are other people. Therefore, | wish to say that most
people need coaching and to know how to play forward
and how to play back. When you watch cricket sometimes
you notice that they have not seen the difference.

So, Sir, it redly upsets me when my good friend
thinks that the youngsters in the Caribbean do not nexd
coaching. Only yesterday, Sir, | went to Kensington Oval
and one of our young cricketing luminaries did not
particularly recognise that when playing forward the hand
should not redly be at the front of the bat but the wrist
should be behind in order to have a solid defense. He was
not aware of that. With different coaching he would have
been able to recognise that. So, Sir, | fed that the youth
will benefit immeasurably not only from the academy but
from the coaching.
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| would love to see the day when dl of the West
Indies grest cricketers will come to Barbados on contract
and we bring hundreds of youth from England, from
Pakistan, from Austrdia to be coached by them. That isa
dream which in the future is going to be a redlity. It is not
an unredligtic dream.

In wrapping up, | aso wish to say that the trouble
that we have had in netball is a smple one. The netballers
fed that they should just serve for 1 year, have a good
time and drop out. | have just spoken to them at their
annua meeting and | gavethem 10 commandments, not the
normal biblical 10 commandments but 10 commandments
that they must follow in order to be good. | aso told them
that they should not have an awards ceremony when they
have more trophies than people. That is what iswrong with
them. No organisation! They need to serve for a 2 or
3-year term <0 that they can see thefruitsof their [abours.

While | an at it, Sr, it is agan a vay sad
commentary when in the year that Barbadians are
champions in netbal and in a year when Barbados has
beaten Trinidad for the first time in history that one can
atack the Netbal Association as an organisation that is
worthless.

Asides.

Hon. W. W. HALL: The Honourable Member said
that, aided and abetted by the Honourable Member for St.

Joseph.

So, Sir, in closing, | would like to congratulate the
Government on making this dream aredity. | am sure that
when the Lawn Tennis Association completes its centre
court in another month and it moves to complete its
pavilion, the facility at Wildey will be among the best in
the Caribbean. | believe in wrapping up that | should say
that the Sports Complex a Wildey will encompass 17
sports and | hope that,| will be given the opportunity to
illuminate the dark corners of the mind of the Member for
St. Michad South East when | excoriate on the virtues of
planning sporting development.

Thank you very much.

The question that the Resolution do now pass was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.

ORDER NO. 3 - THE THEFT BILL. 1992

Hon. M. A. KING: Sir, you recall that this matter had
been referred to a Select Committee. The Select Committee
met and a Report has been laid. It me under the
Chairmanship of the Honourable Member for &. Michad
North East. The Report indicatesa number of amendments
were made in the course of the Committeeand | move that
the Report be adopted.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: | beg to second that.
3.30p.m.

On the separate motions of Hon. M. A. KI NG
seconded by Hon. P. M. GREAVES, the Bill was read a
third time and passed.

ORDER NO: 1 - RESOLUTION THAT PARLIA-
MENT TAKES NOTE OF THE REPORT'OF
THE WEST INDIAN COMMISSION

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, |
rise to address this Honourable House on the matter of the
Report of the West Indian Commission. It will be recalled
that the West Indian Commission was established in 1989
as an independent body to advance the goalsof the Treaty
of Chaguararnas and the Commission was expected to
report to Heads of Government prior to their meeting in
1992.

The Commission made an interim report. The fina
report was not ready in good time for consideratign by the
Heads of Government at the 1992 meeting as arranged and,
therefore, the heads of Government have set aside a time
next week for condderation of the Report by the West
Indian Commission. The meeting takes placefrom October
28 to 30 in Port-of-Spain. | will be leading the Barbados
delegation to that meeting.

All Honourable Members have been circulated with
copies of the Report. It is a virtua compendium. Itisa
very thick document. There have been, | believe, two precis
o the Report which have been circulated for ease of
reference. | would like to say at the outset that from this
side..

Aside.

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: | would like to say at
the outset, Sir, or if | can take the comments being made
by the Honourable Member for S. George South, near the
outset early in my speech that certainly on thisside we are
not applying any whip. Members can spesk freely and |
can-only make that commitment for thisside of the House.
The Honourable Member for &. Philip South spesksfredy
dl the time 20 | do hope this House can lay partisanship
asideand redlly speak on matters of regional integration as
Members see fit. | hope we will have a free vote on this
particular matter.

TheResolution, therefore, that is before us calls upon
the House to take note of the Report of the West Indian .
Commission. It provides Members with the opportunity to
debate any or dl aspects of the Report or if there are things
in the Report that have not been mentioned, under our
guidance, Sir, and the Rules of this Housg
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members are free to comment. | will listen very carefully.
| can assureyou that the comments made will be taken into
account. | do not necessarily say | will accept them but
they will be taken into account and will certainly have
some bearing on our own gpproach to the matter. If | do
not speak at length in this opening statement | think you
will understand | believe thisis nag an opportunity for me
as Prime Minister or as Leader of the Government to lay
down a particular position but we are genuinely debating an
issue and hoping to reach some kind of approach to the
problem.

I would like, Sir, to express appreciaion to the
Commissionfor the work it hasdone. That work, it appears
to me, has now come to an end because the Commission
was established in order to do a certain specifictask and to
make a report. It has made that report and it is now for the
Heads of Government to consider that Report and take the
process from there. As | understand it, the work of the
Commission has virtudly come to an end, that is, the
Commission that was set up by the Heads of Government.

I would like to place on record our appreciation for
the work of the Commission. None of us really envisaged
that work would have been so great in scope, that the
investigations would have been so wide and tha the
Commission would have, with such facility, been able to
atract financing for its operations that have not placed too
great a strain on the Governments of the region. | think |
can say without fear of contradiction that thisis the widest
ranging examination of regiona issues collected in one
place, and an examination and investigation that sought to
explore, on a very wide basis, the feelingsof West Indian

" peopleasit relates to the issuesinvolved in the process of
regional integration. -
340 p.m.

| am grateful to the Commission too for ther
interpretation of their mandate which has permitted them to
travel not only within the Caribbean but aso to other parts
of the Caribbean diaspora. | wasrecalling the words of one
Commissioner, | believe — because this is not the first
Commission that has been edtablished to examine the
question of Caribbean integration or federation or whatever
the issue, however it may be styled. | believein 1922 there
was a Mgor Wood, E. F. L. Wood who investigated and
he sad he could not have traveled throughout the
Caribbean to carry out his colonia office mandate unless
a ship had been placed at his disposal. Our Commissioners
during the period 1989 to 1992 have used quicker methods
in order to trave in the Caribbean, North America and |
believe in the United Kingdom as wdl. Those are the
places that | an aware of and they have redly sought,
genuingly sought to plumb the depths of the thinking of
peoples of Caribbean descent on this matter that is o dear
to the heart of dl of us.

| think it is true to say, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that
down through the years there has been a fairly consistent
position in Barbadosin favour of opennessin respect of the
other countriesof the Caribbean and beyond and in favour
of regiond integration. | believe there are two exceptions
that | can recall. One was in terms of the confederation
issue when an attempt was made to extend, the Leeward
Idands Federation to the Windward Idands and the elites
of Barbados were not in favour of being included in any
such extension.

| believe that the second occasion would have been
within our own time when there was the famous equation
that came out of Trinidad and Tobago that one from ten
leaves zero and Barbados was being urged to lead, | think
it is caled a little eight federation. But we are not going
into the controversia aspects of that. | said this is
non-partisan 0 | merely recall that those urgings were not
acted upon at that time.

Apat from that, in mogt of the efforts embracing
most of the countries of the region Barbados has been very
postive in its approach to the integration movement. | do
not wish to retrace in any detail the history of integration
movement in the Caribbean. | think that by now these may
be wdl known. One effort certainly was some time early
in the Eighteenth Century when the Leeward Idands
Federation itself wasfirst set up or some form of federd or
confedera system was established but that collapsed after
a period o time. A second effort was made in the
Nineteenth Century | believe and when an attempt wes
made to extend it that led to the confederation riots to
which | have already made reference. There have aso been
atemptsto bring the Windward Idands together. And there
have been other kinds of attemptsat integration.| recal in
particular the effort to bring the Windward Idands and
Tobago together - it was not only an attempt, Sir, | think
it was afact that there was an arrangement established but
it was more military than political because the military
headquarters for that particular operation was here in
Barbados. | do not think it is generally redized that a one
time Tobago was governed from Barbados.

We have had many attempts, in many formsincluding
federation, and our experience is the experience o the
world is that federation has been one o the mogt difficult-
formsd Government to administer even though it attempts
to solve the problems with which we in the Caribbean and
elsewhere are confronted. Becauseit isa problem of trying
to keep in separate territories those aspectsof Government
which the territorieswould wish to remain within their own
jurisdictions and those aspects which good sense, common
sense and economic reality may suggest should be dealt
with under a central government.

But when we review the history of federaions
whether it is the East African Federation, the
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Central African Federation, the attemptsin West Africain
our own time, whether we look at the attempts, the Union
of Soviet Sociaist Republics which has collapsed - that
was a federation.

Aside.

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: | am not being partisan.
When we look at that, when welook at Y ugodaviawe see
the tensons that are created. In Canada itsdlf, Sir, a
confederation we have tensons. Thet is a matter for the
Canadians to resolve how they will deal with their own
confederation and the tensions that are set up. 1 believe that
by referendum they are seeking to resolve some o the
tensonsiinside of that confederation.

Aside.

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: The United States
dated out as a confederation adso. They had a
confederation and tensions developed. But that is perhaps
the successful example of a federation.

Aside.

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: And Austrdia. Sir, |
think on both sides of the House, and | am going on the
record, Members on both sdes of the House have
announced their commitment to regionalismand whether in
Government or in opposition have advocated the case for
integration and | don't think the position is any different
now. We are committed, and | certainly an committed to
regiond integration, committed to the strongest possible
form of integration that can find agreement among the
territories of theregion. That is where | stand, Sir. | would
hope that this House in the expression of the Members, as
they speak, could give that renewa of commitment to the
concept of regiona integration. So both this Government
and when the other side, formed the Government, gave
expression by our actionsin support of regiond integration.
3.50 p.m.

What we have to do, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is to seek
to find those things that we need to work together on in
common and those things which we wish to retain as the
responsibility of our separate Governments. We have to
dart at some point. The question therefore is not whether
we are committed to integration but wha form that
integration will teke and | have indicated on a previous
occasion, not in this House, that what we are seeking to do
in the Caribbean is to increase our per capitaincomeas a
region. We are seeking to provide for baanced
development and we hope that the economies of scae
which might be effected, which might lead to greater
efficiency in production, as well as the goa of improving
our bargaining position, that al of these objectives might
be achieved through a larger grouping.

There are the'other areas, Sir, that through exposure
to a common higtorical tradition and with a common
higtory and also to some common cultural influences that
all of these things will shape our outlook towards the
integration movement. Barbados in particular, because of
its openness and its nead to trade, to exchange goods and
sarvices, bath within the region and beyond will require us
to be particularly committed to this question of regiona
integration.

It is againg this background, Sir, that the Report of
theWest Indian Commission isto be welcomed and against
the background that it seeksto suggest and propose certain
approaches towards the further development of the
integration movement in the Caribbean.

In arriving at its conclusion and preparing itself for
making its report, the Commission talked to many groups
in business, in government, among thecultural workersand
esewhere and it has come up with certain proposas. If
therefore, | express differences in respect of some of the
recommendations, it is therefore not that | am
unappreciative of the work o .the Commission but that |
believe that the way forward for this region must be

mapped out with clear perceptions and with deep
circumspection.

In our effort to complete yesterday's work we must
not create further problems for today's children and
tomorrow's adminigtrators. It is against that background
that | will make my comments.

Themgjor recommendationof theCommission relates
to the establishment of another Commission and that isa
body of some 4 commissioners | believe headed by a
Presdent Commissioner, a commissioner who will be
President of the Commisson and 2 other commissioners
and then the Secretary Genera of the Caricom is accorded
the status of Commissioner Ex Officio.

| an not going to go into any lengthy exposition on
this matter. Let me say that the very concept o the
cregtion of this body of commissionersto me raises more
questions than it answers.

First of al, Sir, the Commissioners will have ther
own secretariat. A small secretariat they say they will have.
Then, in addition to that the Commission will be the
conduit by which recommendations will be made to the
Heads of Governments. The Caricom Secretariat becomes
a secretariat also responsible to the Commission.

The Commission is envisaged as relieving the Heeds .
of Governmentsof someaf its work. Sir, the Commission
has endorsed a concept, | have not said the concept, a
concept of an assembly of parliamentarians but a role is-
even envisaged for the President of the Commisson
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there. He can appear - this is a suggestion — before the
Assembly of Parliamentarians and make something akin to
a date of the union message.

Sir, then in addition to all of that there is another
concept floating about an association of Caribbean Sates
which is meant to be a widening ...,

Asides.
4.00 p.m.

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: Sir, then it is this
Commission that will play a leading role in negotiating
with the States outside of Caricom on this question of the
wider regional movement, the extension. It seems to me
that the question has to be asked: What is redly the
relationship between the Commission and the Heads o
Government? There are many questionsthat will haveto be
asked in that particular regard. We would have to ask
oursdlves, Sir, should we be creating within Caricom
another leve of bureaucracy not anchoredin theelectorates
of the Caribbean, but sdlected through some specific
process? Sir, | do not wish to put it any stronger than that.

I have serious questions about that, especidly in the
light that the work of the Commission will obvioudy
downgrade the position of the Secretary General and of the
Caricom Secretariat. | say there are more questions than
answers. We have to ask ourselveswhy do we have to do
that, or why should we do that? We can give the Secretary
Genera ambassadorid status without having to make him
a Commissioner. That is referred to somewhere in the
'Report, 0 | assume that he does not carry that rank. |
believe some country might have to give him that status.

Asides.

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: We would have to
appropriate him here to give him that status. Contrary to
what is said, my own belief is that we should seek to
stirengthen the Secretariat and give it the capability, just as
we will have to provide it whatever mechanism is set up,
to carry out the functionsthe region wishes the Secretariat
to carry out.

| an sure there are other questions centering around
this whole area, but | will leave that to be explored.....

Aside.

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: That is important. |
hope you would develop that when you speak. The
Member for . Joseph has had considerabledealings with
Caricom matters in a former capacity as a Miniser of the
Government of Barbados.

So, Sir, | would say that at this stage | an not
persuaded of the need for the establishment of any
Commission interposed between the Heads o Government
and the Caricom organs.

Aside.

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: It is the centrepiece of
the recommendation. That is a problem, and not only that,
there are over 200 recommendations and the mechanism
that is being suggested, the modus operandi that is being
suggested, is that we should set up the Commisson and
then let the Commisson work out how other
recommendations should be put in placeand implemented.

In addition to that, Sir, | believe that the cost of the
Commission itsdlf is immodest, something like U.S. $1.7
million or some number like that, but we will check the
figures. The question is, should we be looking for extra
money in that quantity to support @ Commission about
which there are still so many questions? | think it were
better if we pragmatically strengthen the Secretariatand the
role of the Secretary General rather than setting up this
body which will cost us some additiona sums of money at
a time when al of our economies are experiencing
difficultiesin financing our existing commitments.

Sir, that is as far as the Commission is concerned

" and, as | have said, | am not persuaded at this stage, but

maybe during the course of this debate | could be
persuaded. | keep a mind that is not entirely closed on this
particular issue.

410 p.m.

There are other areas, Sir, relating to the integration
movement and the recommendations of the Commission,
that | would like to expressa viewpoint on. One relates to
the CARICOM Assembly of Parliamentarians.| will not be
long on that, Sir.

The concept has been accepted by the Heads of
Government. The appropriate..

Asides.

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: ... Sir, the figurefor it
was USSL.279 million which is just over BDS$2.4 million.
| don't know what that would be in Guyanese dollars or
Jamaican dollars or Eastern Caribbean dollars. | cannot
trandate it into the many currencies that we have within
the Caribbean.

An agreement for the establishment of the Assembly
d Parliamentarians has been drawn up and it is open for
signature. To date two' countries have signed. That is
Barbados and Guyana. The convention is open for
dgnature. We believe that this would be a body
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that is anchored in the eective process because it draws
upon the parliamentarians of the region, both Government
and Opposition, to share in the ddiberations of matters
relating to the integration movement. We believe that this
is valuable and we believe that it is a first step in the
development of arrangements within CARICOM that would
further transform an executive and bureaucratic
arrangement into one that provides a stronger link with the
peoples across the Caribbean through their eected
representatives.

| redly do not know what are the arguments against
that as a democrat, as one bdieving in parliamentary
democracy, we believe that thisis a step forward; but what
the Commission has done is to note the representations of
groupsin the Caribbean communities which are designated
by the acronym NGO - Non-governmenta Organisations
- which have been pressing for greater participation in the
process of governance and in order to take into account
someof theviews that have been expressed by NGO's, the
Commission has seized upon the concept of an assembly of
parliamentarians to transmute it or transform it into a kind
of debating society. It seeks to bring these NGO's and
other interest groups into wha is supposed to be a
deliberative parliamentary assembly and it is to that body
that the Commissioner would in good presidentid style
make a state of the region address.

| would not like to be mistaken on this. | am in
favour of groupsin the society, including those designated
as NGO's, to be able to have an opportunity to make
representation in respect of their specia interests. That goes
for dl sectiond interests in the society, but | believe that
our paliamentay systems, the Assembly itsdf, can
establish the mechanism through a committee system much
asisadvocated and, | believe, generaly accepted by some
memberson both sides of this House, that we should have
that kind of committee system to extend in our
circumstancesthe parliamentary processin which therecan
be hearingsand people, interest groups, NGO's or whoever
can come and make representations to the Committeeon its
particular viewpointson issuesand then the Committeecan
report back to the Parliament and Parliament can then take
its decisons. That is the direction in which | would wish
to see our own Parliament develop to create and strengthen
our own committee system and | believe both the Member
for St. Joseph and | think the Member for Christ Church
West - | would not like to be migtaken...

Asides.

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: Yes, we have had a
discussion on that from the 70's.

Asides.

Rt. Hon. L.'"E. SANDIFORD: So, Sir, while the
concept is good | do not think that the CARICOM
Assembly of Parliamentarianscan be extended in that way.
| should perhaps et the Honourable House know that | did
recdve a comment or a note from certtan
non-governmental organisations expressing their
disagreement with the approaches of the West Indian
Commission on 'certain matters.

Asides.

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: There were certain
non-governmental organisations, Sir, organised under the
umbrellacof the Caribbean Policy Development Centreand
| have received a copy of their responseto the West Indian
Commission's Report and they are in disagreement as far
as| can recall with the role envisaged for the Commission.
They are againgt the economic policy modd proposed and
| think againgt other approaches.

4.20 p.m.

There are a couple of other points | would wish to
make before | take my seat. One relates to some of the
mgor issues in the region. | have dedt with the
Commission and the Assembly of Parliamentarians. There
isone reiating to the Multilateral Clearing Facility because
this was an attempt to facilitate economic relationships
within the region.

I would only wish to state that at the heart of the
integration movement is the need to develop grester
economic activity. At the end of 1991 the sum of $8.2
million was owed to Barbadosin arrears. An understanding
was reached that Guyana would pay the interest on the
amount outstanding and then, in due course, would start
repaying the principa. Under the arrears situation the sum
of some $7.8 million has been paid and on the arrears for
1991 those were paid, | think, in 1991 and the arrears are
now being built up on the arrears of some Bds. $421 926
which isowing for 1991. Thisyear thesum d $5.8 million
is due as arrears on interest outstanding for this particular
year. The countries have sought in good CARICOM spirit
to work out an arrangement-that would enable Guyana to
meet its commitments. We hope this arrangement will
ensure tha what has been termed liquid assets will no
longer attract that particular designation.

In respect of the Common External Taiff which is
another mgjor matter relating to the integration movement,
thisdso is a matter that will come up for consideration at
the Heads d Government Conference. | would wish to say -
at the outset that Barbadosis in favour of a policy of trade
liberdisation, that we recognise such a policy o
liberdisation as wel as a policy for a common.
external tariff that both ae prerequistes for a
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functioning integration movement with relationswith other
integration movementsin other countries.

We believe, however, that the working towards these
objectivesmust be donewith dl deliberate speed. We have
to work out what that maximum rete will be. We bedlieve
that an appropriate place must be.worked out. This is not
something that can be done tomorrow, or the next year,
smply to follow a timetable to get something done before
a particular year. But we have to give the commitment to
the principle of the Common Externd Tariff, to the
principle of trade liberdisation and we have to work
toward those objectives alowing the various sectiond
economic interests and other interests to adjust to the
changing regimes so that we would be able in time to
achieve our objectivesand we do not have to throw out the
baby with the bath water. | believeit should be possible to
work out appropriate arrangements. We will certainly take
the position that we are committed towards moving to the
lowering of the Common External Tariffswith appropriate
phasing.

| think, Sir, that in the end, we are al committed to
the integration movement but we have to make sure that in
embracing the commitment we are able financidly,
governmentally as well asin terms of our diplomatic and
other resources to meet the commitments that integration
itsdlf entails.

With those words, Sir, | would like to commend this
particular Resolution to this Honourable House. 1 would
like to pay tribute to a number o persons with whom |
have consulted on this matter. In particular | would like to
expressappreciationfor the comments made by one of the

" academics at Cave Hill for some very useful insights into
thework of the Commission. | understand our Rulesdo not
permit the calling of names without giving..

Aside.

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: | heard my Minister of
Tourism & Sports saying that he did not want to call any
names. | refer to Dr. Duncan of the University of the West
Indies. He, of coursg, is not responsible for any viewpoints
1 may have expressed in this debate. | commend this
Resolution to the House.

430 p.m.

Hon. M. A. KING: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | just rise to
‘second the resolution at this stage and reserve.nmy right to

Soeak.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Honourable Member
for Christ Church South.

Hon. H. B. St. JOHN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, | rise
to make my own contribution to this debate. | have been

—

assigned the responsibility in this House of Caribbean
Affairs. Quiteapart from that, | think my entry into politics
along, long time ago arose chiefly because of my interest
in the future of Barbados and its relationship with its
neighboursin the Caribbean particularly those thet it hed a
long, historical association with.

| have had the experienceof working over the lagt 25
years both in the lega profession and in the politica field
for a number of people who were involved in studying the
institutional framework within which Caribbean unity could
best be achieved. There is no doubt, in my mind, that
within the Caribbean there is a substantial body d opinion
particularly within the Eastern Caribbean that the degtiny
and the achievement of the peoples in this area can only
take place within the context of some form o Caribbean
Association. It is because of that that throughout our
history various attempts have been made, some by way o
imposition at a federal mechanism and since independence
by way of what is known as the integration process as st
out in the Treaty of Chaguaramas.

It isbecause of our dissatisfaction,| believe, with the
exiging instruments that we have and it is because, in
particular, of the widespread fedling that there needs to be
an improvement if we are to achieve the fundamenta
objective that, periodicdly, the politicd directorate have
felt it necessary to entrust to Caribbean citizensthetask o
peforming an examination o the existing forms o
Caribbean unity and reporting to the politicd directorate
and indirectly to the citizens of the Caribbean.

So that in the 1980s we had the Report by a group o
Caribbean experts. They became known, in the course o
time, as the Report of the group d Wise Men. It was not
as exhaudtive as the present Report but neverthelessin the
early 1980s the Council of Ministers of the Common
Market received the Report from the Demas Community.
That Report contained an analysis o the Treaty of
Chaguaramas and a review as to its defects and a review
also as o whether it was relevant to perform the role
which, in the opinion of the Wise Men, the people o the
Caribbean wanted it to perform.

In the 1990s we have had a decision of the Heads of
Government' mandating an independent West Indian
Commision to carry out the exercise which has resulted in
this Report which we are now debating. | think that if one
peruses the two Reports, one will find that thereisalot o
dmilarity particularly in  the diagnosis o the
disappointment of the Caribbean people with the existing
forms at instruments of integration and their failure to
effect the purpose which the Caribbean people want them
to carry out.

Weon this side on both occasions in the 1980s
and recently, before the West Indian Commission
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provided in clear and distinct terms, written terms by way
of documentatry and oral presentation the views of the
Barbados Labour Party on Caribbean Integration and on the
defects which we saw in the existing institutional
arrangements.

I personally was deligated with the task of appearing
before the Wise Men and again in 1991 when the Party
‘presented through its Party Leader, the Honourable Member
for Christ Church West the written submission of the
Labour Party I also had the opportunity to be part of that
delegation and gave oral evidence and answered questions.

The commitment of the Barbados Labour Party to
furthering the cause of Caribbean unity cannot be
questioned. But I must say, Sir, that as I read these Reports
and as I give support to some of the recommendations
made in the Commissioners’ Reports and in particular as I
read the analyses of the defects and deficiencies in the
workings of the existing structure I must make it clear that
that support for some of the recommendations can only
justly be described as critical support for some of the
recommendations, in my view, do not deal with some of
the fundamental problems which we know to exist and
which for some reason or another, as West Indians, we fail
to apply tried and well-known remedies but seek to provide
substitutes whatever their origin but which we know in our
hearts of hearts will not provide the adequate solutions.

There has been a problem for a long period of time
with the workings of the institutional arrangements in the
Caribbean Economic Community arising from the failure
of the political directorate to honour their commitments
solemly arrived at, repeatedly reiterated at all levels of
meetings whether they be of officials, of Ministers or of
Heads of Government.

4.40 p.m.

It is a common recurring experience that the
Caribbean people are .profoundly fed-up reading and
hearing that their representatives have arrived at decisions
which affect and touch their lives in one form or another
and when the time comes for implementation of those
decisions then there is a consistent renegmg and default in
implementation.

The greatest defect in the existing arrangements, in
my opinion, after years of study of the workings of the
Treaty from the very beginning and 10 years of practical
experience as a constituent part of the machinery for
making the decisions and implementing them, is the failure
of the Treaty to provide for the situations in which the
decisions are taken and they have not been implemented.
The decision making process in all forms therefore was
desérving of the most critical examination.

It seems to me, Sir, that there is another area that our
experience had taught us that had to be addressed. It was

this area and it was this problem. How is it possible, in an
integration movement, for member states, having
committed themselves to the objective of the achievement
of a trading regime, and the harmonisation of their fiscal
and monetary policy and trade polices, particularly in
relation to third countries and the coordination of their
trading relations to third countries, how was it possible for
the Treaty to survive a situation in which member states
were free to pursue monetary policies and fiscal policies
which were diametrically opposed to the achievement of
those objectives. '

Sir, the Caribbean is really a remarkable place. There
is no integration movement in any part of the world which
could have survived the situation which we have in the
Caribbean in which we are bound together by the
obligations of the Treaty to pursue harmonisation of certain
trade objectives, fiscal and monetary harmonisation — to
achieve those objectives — and we started off 20 years ago
with a currency relationship of one thing and today, 20
years after, we have 2, 3, 4, member states who have
changed the values of those currencies to such an extent
that the totality of the free trade element and the element
of protection in relation to third countries have been
completely and absolutely distorted. That is a fundamental

point.

When all of us joiried Caricom there was a parity of
relationship between our currencies and the American
dollar. Today that has so fundamentally been disturbed that
it is no wonder to me at all that any effort in relation to
third countries and a common approach to third countries
is stultified and that there is this dissension that has arisen
with respect to what should be the position with the
Common External Tariff.

Now, this is a fundamental problem and I want to
explain this because I believe that a disservice to the West
Indian people has been done by the academics in that there
has been few analyses by the economists as to the impact
of the respective policies pursued arising out of individual
member states pursuing their own individual mterests
particularly exchange rate policy.

I know, Sir, that I had the experience in the 1970s of
being a Trade Minister, having to deal with trade policies
which arose out of exchange rate policies in which 2
countries, to protect their balance of payments, had
introduced intra-regional trade restrictions. I remember the
debates that took place at the Common Market Council of
Ministers as to machinery within the Treaty of
Chaguaramas to deal with that and it was felt at the time
that the Treaty envisaged a short-term, and short-term only,
measure that could be taken by individual countries to
protect their balance of payments. We were always advised
at that time that those measures could only be short-term, -
because if they were not short-term they would
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have had the effect of distorting freetrade within Caricom
and would be inconsistent with the conceptsaof a common
protection policy and our coordination of our trading
relations with the said countries.

Now, where are we today? Let us look at the smple
arithmetic of a few things. If you have a 20 per cent rate
of duty on an import from a third country and when you
calculate that 20 per cent duty on the goods and your
currency is2to |, if it costs $100 for examplein Barbados
where the relationship to the U.S. dollar is 2 to 1, the 20
per cent would bring in 20 per cent of $200.

450 p.m.

If you arein Guyanaand it is$100 to 1, 20 per cent
will bring you in$200. Similarly, if you arein Jamaicaand
you are 28 to 1 and you apply the 20 per cent, it will bring
you in a different figure. The truth of the matter is that
once there is this freedom to change the exchange rate
there is going to be a distortion.

Sir, it is no surprise to us therefore that we have the
postion of areview of the Common Externa Tariff. | want
to say, Sir, that in my opinion that part of the
Commission's report which deals with this area of the
workings of the Treaty of Chaguaramas cannot, in my
opinion, be regarded as its mogt brilliant part. | believe
they duck the issues. 1 believe tha they failed to explainin
simple and clear terms to the Caribbean peoplethat, if we
ae to have in truth and in fact a viable and workable
integration movement in which its life supports are going
to be as is set out, the creation of a single market, free
movement of goods and things of that kind, there has got
to be a correspondingchangein the freedom to manoeuvre
by ‘'individual countries in relation to their fisca and

monetary policy.

Sir, much has been sad also about the Caricom
Multilateral Clearing Facility. 1 have not had the
opportunity of speaking in this Chamber about that and 1
am going to speak frankly and freely about it. Once again,
| think the record in this House of Assembly should be
made clear about what really took placein respect of that
very nobleattempt by successiveCaribbean Member States
to grapple with the issue of providing a mechanism to
ensure that in so far as inter-regiona trade was concerned
scarce foreign exchange would not have to be ussd on a
day to day basis, but that periodicaly only the debtor
countrieswould have to hand over to the creditor countries
‘their scarce foreign exchange. This was a mechanism that
worked for many years and it saw its objective achieved
over a long period of time. It only collapsed when there
was a fundamentd change which took place and distorted
dl of the mechanisms. What was the change? The rules of
the Multilateral Clearing Facility made it abundantly clear
that only certain commodities were eligible to be traded
upon the basis of not having to pay for them in U.S.

dollars. All was accepted from the Multilateral Clearing
Fecility because when it was set up the oil facility o
Trinidad and Tobago was a mechanism provided to ensure
that oil would flow from Trinidad and Tobago to those
countries who bought from Trinidad and Tobago upon
terms and conditions outside of the Multilateral Clearing
Facility. Barbados was not buying oil from, Trinidad and
Tobago other than a very smdl proportion of aviation
spiritsand things of that kind. We paid for our oil in U. S.
cash and for years this trading went along without any
distortion.

There came a time when the ail facility ran out and
there was no more money in the oil facility to finance the
sdle of oil to Guyana from Trinidad and Tobago. | an
saying it here for the record, that the 'agent o the
Multilateral Clearing Facility and the authorities in the
Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago passed Guyana's oil
through the Multilateral Clearing Facility and distorted al
of therules, and that is afact. They passed the payment of
ail through the Multilatera Clearing Facility becausetheail
facility had run out. So Barbados, a creditor in the
Multilateral Clearing Facility, ended up having to pay for
Guyanas oil via the Multilateral Clearing Facility. Those
are facts.

Now | fed that the West Indian people should know

" these matters. Why isit that our institutional arrangements

are such that the truth of these matters are never brought
out? There was nothing wrong with the Multilatera
Clearing Facility. It was perverted to suit a purpose. Now
these records are very clear because, contrary to popular
belief and a lot of the myths, this was pat of the
frugtration that built up that led to the Pitt incident. People
do not remember that. But | will say this, Sir, that | believe
that had events not occurred at the time of the degth of Dr.
Williams that this matter would have been solved. The
Heads of Government Mesting in Port-of-Spain in 1983
held at the Hilton Hotel worked out a mechanism to ded
with this matter.

Now one df the thingswe should not in the Caribbean
do is that we should not easily give up ingtitutions and
attribute failure to them without a thorough and clear
analysisas to the cause o failure. | have had the privilege
to represent Barbados and the Caribbean on many.
occasions in a number of international forumsand | know
that the integration movement in the Caribbean and, in
particular,theworkingsof the Multilateral Clearing Facility
payment system was the cause for wonder and admiration
among many in the African and Pacific groupings, because
they were trying to do like us. The East African
Community had collapsed and there were other attempts at
integration movements and people were congantly
wondering how it is that the Caribbean was able in its
instruments to survive through the 1970's and into the
1980's.
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| would hope, Sir, despite the failure of the West
Indian Commission to have frankly dedlt with that matter.
I remember right here at the Dover Convention Centre
when we gave our evidence- we specifically raised it - we
specificaly spoke about it and we specificaly asked the
Commission to pay careful attention to those matters.
500 p.m.

| regret to say, Sir, that sometimesin the Caribbean
we seam to love to avoid the truth because the truth may
be painful or it may cause us to have to raise matters
which may hurt somebody else. You cannot approach an
integration exercise of this nature and of this importance
without *a rigorous examination of the ingitutiona
framework that we have.

I now come to deal, Sir, with the quegtion of the
commissions. Thereis no doubt in my mind, as| said, that
thisis nothing but another attempt by Caribbean people to
create an ingtitution which will be painlessin the sensethat
it isa paliativeto deal with an important problem which
is in existence. Heads of Government agree, Ministers of
Trade agree, Ministers of Hedth agree, Ministers of
Finance agree and there is no mechanism to ensure that
that agreement is trandated into law in the nationa idand
dtates. Because we are an integration movement — we are
not a federal movement — we do not have ingtitutions
which can pass laws with legal effect throughout the
region. So they create a commission. This, unquestionably,
is the weakest part of the report. | have never seen so
much ambivalence. There is a shalowness o thought.
Honegtly, Sir, when | read pages 20 to 22 - | an not going
to detain the House on this in any way, Sir - because this
thing tells us that the object of the Commission is to carry
into effect decisions that have aready been agreed to by
the Heads of Government but which have not been carried
into effect, because the Heads of Government are not able
when they return to their particular countries to persuade
their Cabinets and the respective Minigtersto formulate the
enabling legidation to implement what the Heads have
agreed to.

Do not let us think thet that is not possible, because
| can relate the experience in 1984 with the Nassau
Agreement in which it was unanimoudy agreed that in the
light of the Report of the Wise Men to the council o
Ministers that there should be a radica shift in trading
policy, tha trade liberalisation should commencé, that the
principa instrument of protection to manufacturers was
going to be the Common Externa Tariff, that there would
be a phasing out of licences and quantitative restrictions,
bath as againgt intra-regional trade and extra-regiona trade,
s0 as to bring the Caribbean into the maindream of
stractural adjustment which was taking place at that period
o time. We dl agreed and we came back to Barbados as
usud, and | can say, Sir, it is only recently that 1 can hear
the accusation made that Barbados does not carry out its

commitmentsto Caricom. They went back and thelobbies
in the individua idand countries were so powerful that
Heads of Government cowered and did not carry out what
they solemnly agreed to.

In my opinion, Sir, with the greatest respect, thereis
no commisson that has been appointed, there is no
commission in the Caribbean that can be appointed which
will prevent that. The only way you are going to prevent
that is if you take the fundamental decision that we have
reached the stage where we mugt create a supranationa
body with lega authority to carry into effect these laws.
Are we ready yet for that? That is a fundamental decision
and that is an anadysis that the Commission, in my opinion,
should have made very clear in their report for the benefit
o the Caribbean people. The power, Sir, to create such
inditutions may lie nomindly in the Membes o
Parliament, but the real power comesfrom the people, and
the people must understand that that is the commitment
they have to make, that they must push their paliticians,
their elected representatives into the viewpoint that the
people want that supranational power vested in some body,
we have to educate the people to understand the dynamics
and the inevitable consequences of an integration
movement If you wish to have the decisions arrived at
implemented, you have to set up the machinery to ensure
that they are. It involves that delegation there and it adso
involves, in my opinion, the creation of machinery to
policeit and to enforce'it, 0 you must have somekind o
judicid structure to enforce what has been agreed on.
Those are two fundamental points that have to be faced.

Sir, | an not saying anything here that | have not said
before. | had the opportunity of speaking at the Black Rock
Culturd Centre and | made this point very clear. It is
actually at pages 28 and 29 of the Overview. "Bridging the
Implementation Gap." | commend that chapter. | commend
that chapter to seriousstudentsof the language of evasion.
You will understand what that means, Sir. It says-here:

"A central element of the Commission's rationae is

its facilitation of the implementation of Community

decisons. We need to say a word about how thisis

to be accomplished through the operation of the

Commission. Essentially, we have to devise
* machingry by which CARICOM decisions can be

trandated into action with a minimum of delay.”

510 p.m.

It says that you should give them the power.

"... Members should agree under the Tregaty to give
effect to rights and duties within their states arising
under Community law. For the most part, thoserights -
and duties will be as set out in Instruments of
Implementation dravn up by the CARICOM
Commission and themselvesapproved by CARICOM'

. Heads of Government or by the Council.
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Thelngtrument of Implementationwill bedeclaratory,
not statutory. It will enunciate the decison in terms
that are operational; but it will not itself have the
force of law. However, the revised Treaty should
dtipulatethat where adecison isduly taken, either by
the Heads of Government Conference or by the
Council, Member States accept an obligation to give
legal effect to it under their domestic law."

That is the assumption at the present moment. | share the
criticism and | agree with the criticism of the Commission
asenvisaged here, but what | say isthis, Sir. It ismy view
that the Caribbean people must grasp the nettle and they
must decide in ther minds. | fed the time has come,
particularly for Barbados, to advocate the viewpoint that in
certain narrow areaswhich we have identified that it isin
our best interest that they are done better together - and |
believe that the whole trade policy is one such area |
believe the Common Market is one such area and the
Multilateral Clearing Facility is another such areg; that in
respect of thoseareas, some machinery must be established
with supranational powers so that when once we have
decided upon it and it is unanimous the decks are cleared
for theimplementation of it Otherwise, we are wasting our
time.

Now, Sir, there are a number of other areas - the
Caribbean Assembly of Parliamentarians. As a federali<t,
Sir, | believethat again one must grasp the nettle. If weare
going to create a Caribbean Assembly of Parliamentarians
we must decide in our minds what role it is to perform. Is
it going to be a deliberativebody, a consultative body or a
legidativebody? This is an important point because if we
are saying that we have reached the stage where we need
" as part of our integration process to have a Caribbean
Assembly of Parliamentarians, immediately | ask mysdf
the question what is therole it is going to perform.

All over the world, Parliament, once it is created,
must have some territory. It has power. It mugt have the
capacity to legidate. Are we going to say that we do not
want the Commission but that we will have a Caribbean
Assembly of Parliamentarians which has the power to
ensure that decisons once taken by the Heads of
Government and consonant with those decisons the
parliamentariansshould have the right to pass legidation
within the scope of the mandate which arises from those
decisons? If that were the decision, there would be a
tremendous amount of merit in having such an Assembly.

| redly fed, and thisis the crux of the matter as far
as| am concerned, that we know that we want something
different from what we have. That is the truth. Down here
in the Eastern Caribbean we know that we need something
more than what we have but we seem afraid to say whet it
iswe want. We are afraid to tell the public what it is we
want, So we are going around in a circuitousway trying to

grope for an inditutional framework in the Eagtern
Caribbean - | must stress that, Sir - to effectuate the
objectivesthat we want, that we redlly need, that we know
we need, that we know that we are comfortablewith. That
isour problem, Sir. So we must continue with this.

| am very glad that we have an opportunity to debate
this matter because in this free debate | think the frankness
will do a world of good to the integration movement
because the evasion of these issues cannot go on forever.
Theseissuesare being evaded and it isfor the legidator as
we debate it to explain in clear and absolute terms to the
electorate - the people out there, the wider community -
that if you wish and if you know that it is your
understanding of your needs that you must have an
integration movement, you must look at the framework to
ensure that the framework that you have created is a
framework which is consistent with the carrying into effect
o the objectiveswhich you wish.

Now, Sir, we have had some other recommendations
in relation to the Charter of Civil Society. Thisisone that
redly has caused me some concern. | admire the analysis
o the Commission. | do not understand nor do | approve
of the report on the Charter of Civil Society. With the
exception of a Member State which really and honestly did
not have a record or areputation for free and fair elections
and for the respect for human rights embodied in its
Condtitution every member state of the Caribbean
Community has enshrined in its congtitutional lav
fundamental rights with access to the Courts and to the
Judiciary right up to the Privy Council. So | find it difficult
to understand, with that as a background, what this charter
is. | agreeit has other components but it is easy to settle
these other components, but the componentsthat it has, like
the United Nations Declaration, can have dl of thesevaue
judgments but the practical machinery for the definition
and the enforcement of these rights is a much more
difficult exercise and, again, like the Instruments of
Implementation of the Commission they will only be
declaratory. That is the truth. Page41. | have gone through
dl o thisand | find great difficulty in understanding some
o these things.

It seems to me that sometimes what happened with
the Commission was that it had so many submissions
before it, particularly from non-political organisations, that
it felt that it was under an obligation to make
recommendationswith respect to some of these matters so
as to convey to these various disparate bodies that they
took them seriously. That seems i me to be it. My
understanding of the peopl€'s intercst in this area is that
they want to know about the integration movement and
freedom of movement of people. They want to know about
the integration movement and their ability to go to another
country and set up business and things of that kind. The
businessmen are interested in movement of capital.

5.20 p.m.
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Again, Sir, while | amn pleased to note that attention
was pad to this aspect of the instruments of integration, |
must say again | can only give critical support to some o
the recommendations in this respect. | do not understand
how it is possible to say that graduates of the University of
the West Indies and a few other graduates are to have the
right of establishment and free movement. What about the
rest? Only last week, Sir, | believe | read of the Prime
Minister speaking to the Associationof Tertiary Ingtitutions
which included our Community Colleges. Are we to say
that the graduatesdf the Community Collegesright through
the Caribbean are to have different rightsfrom graduates of
the University of the West Indies?

| would say this, that of al o the countries in the
Caribbean which have to a large extent been both the
beneficiary as well as bearing the burden of the concept o
freedom o movement Barbados is pre-eminent. We have
accepted more people for our size than any other country
in the Caribbean. All over my congtituency | can carry you,
Sir, every racein the Caribbean isin Barbados. As a matter
of fact | can tell you that if you are a Lebanese, we have
them, if there are Syrians we have them, if you are a
Mudim, we have them. Whatever it is, if you are from
Guyana, Jamaica, a Dominican Carib, everything, we have
them.

Barbados has been redlly one of the countries that has
experienced this psychological hurdle. | have seen with my
own two eyes a man deported from Lodge Road at 6:00
o'clock one morning by the first LIAT and | went back
there in the afternoon and | saw the same man walking
down the road. It was a long time ago so nobody needs to
be offended. He was friendly with an immigration officer's
sigter. | have seen that. These things happen. If you go on
any congtruction site in Barbados you hear St. Lucians and
Vincentians. That is another area that the practicdities of
the aspirations of the people have to be dealt with. We
must ded with it. | could understand that some parts of the
Caribbean integration community far up to the North and
to the West...

Aside.

Hon. H. B. St. JOHN: The Bahamasiis not a part of
the Community athough if you go to the Bahamas you will
seeavery wdl established Barbadian community. We went
there in 1984 and they had a very good party for us. They
are doing quite well.

Itisonedf the points that was made very strongly by
the Labour Party in our day, that we mugt accept in the
integration movement that thereis nothing incons stent'with
some parts of the congtituent members going a a fagter
pace and in a deeper way than in other parts. It seems to
me that in integration movements when you study them
you see that sometimes you have crises. In the European

Economic Community they have it right now. There are
groups of members who wish to proceed at a faster pace
and there are other groups who, within the context of the
overal objectives,do not want to give up their membership
but they just fed that they need to have a dow pace.

| think in debating this Report we in Barbados, and
certainly, my viewpoint is that we should lock at our
postion in the integration movement. With al of our
frustrations and disappointments with it we ought to be
ableto put forward a position in respect to the Multilatera
Clearing Facility, the Common Externa Tariff, trade
policy, freedom o movement and coordination of our
foreign policy. We fedl in these areas we can proceed
faster and we should look for like-minded people within
the Caribbean Integration Movement. We should look for
them and see how we can proceed. The inditutiona
framework should take place. It should be such as to
accommodatethis position. Theingtitutional framework has
to be flexible enough to accommodate this.

The tast area | want to talk on, because there are
going 10 be a number of other areas that Honourable
Members are going to take on because we have divided up
this matter, is the area of security and the need for joint
action in this area. In 1985 and early 1986 | tried to
emphasise to al of - the members o the Caribbean
Community my own viewpoint that the menace arising
from the drug barons within the Caribbean was such that
the Caribbean countries could not deal with them on the
basisd individua idands done. Asearly asthat there wes
strong evidence that there was a coordinated and cohesive
organisation in existence which was operating as though it
was a Caribbean multinational corporation with outletsin
each of the Caribbean counmes and indeed with outletsin
metropolitan countries in Britain, the United States of
Americaand in Canada - the evidence was clear — and that
the Eastern Caribbean was but an eritrepot. That is afact.
At that time it was clear that we needed a Caribbean
intelligence core operating in thisarea of the highest order.
| remember in particular speaking in St. Lucia o the need
to use the Regiond Security System and the instruments
we had there to make sure that was the institutiona
framework that would help us in this area.

| trust, Sir, that thisareain our discussion will not be
neglected. There is absolutely no doubt at al about it that
a thistimein the Eastern Caribbean, in particular, just as
in the history of many countries, the fear of externa
aggression has propelled and motivated the derogation and
the ddlivering up of some sovereignty by States, so too,
thisis an area that is compelling and is going to push the.
sheer weight of the cost. The danger is such that it isgoing
to push decision-makersin the Eastern Caribbean into the
postion in which they have to decide they can only fight
this mongter together. It is impossible to fight them
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individually. It is a very important area. | would sy that
the Commission does address it and they are quite correct
in highlighting it.

Now, Sir, one last word about what should happen. |
feel we are redly under-estimating our people in the
Caribbean if we fed that this big document and the
recommendations are matters thet they do not understand
or appreciateor that we should not look to them for some
guidance as to the position we take. | really do commend
that part of the Report and in particular the methodology of
approach in which there was such a wide consultation.
530 p.m.

| believe the Commissioners tried desperately to
organize themsalvesin such a way - and they were very,
very fortunate in that | understand that the friendsfor the
Caribbean in the form of members of the Commonwesdlth
and others were very generous in their contribution to the
coffers of the Commission to permit them such a wide
consultation. These things cost money. | think thet that is
oneof thegood thingsthat has happened, becausel believe
someimesthat politiciansfear thereaction of theelectorate
or the perceived postion of the electorate more then is
necessary. In an exercise such as this, Sir, it is vital that
the politicians act in consonance with what is the rea
fedling of the electorate. We do not have referenda as part
of our politicad process. To me as a dudent o
congtitutiona forms| sometimes grope, | sometimestry to
find out why it is that we do not try to use that mechanism
in afew very, very important areas. | do not mean a public
opinion poll nor do I mean the sdlective interviews that
take place periodicaly, instantly, in the newspapers after

some serious decision is taken.

| fed thereare certain aress, very sdected the Swiss
have been able to devise a system which has proved quite
workablefor important decisionsin given circumstancesto
be tested and to let the decison be made by the people
whom it is going to effect. | know we fear referenda in
relation to the devolution of sovereignty and thingsof thet
kind, But some of these matters are areas that perhaps we
should look at as a possihility.

The academics who we pay to think about these

things, with al of the luxury of time and things like that,
should be coming up with a mechanism saying for instance,
instead of the Commission let us havein certain important
aress referenda in particular in al of the countries about
certain decisions and if in a particular country those
decisionsare accepted well then implement it.

| am only groping and | an only throwing out
thoughts in relation to this. That is al | an saying. But,
Sir, | welcome this opportunity to speak on the Report of
the Commission. As | said personaly | regard some areas
of the Report as being acceptable. | say that as a whole |

can givecritical support to the Report. But | do feel that in
a number of respects that the fundamenta issues which
bedevil theworkingsof the integration movement were not
dedt with in that free, frank and anaytical manner in
which | would have expected them to deal with them. But
| hope that the Caribbean Community will accept the
overal theme that it redlly is time for action.

We live now in a completely different world. As the
Commisson itsef says thisis a world in which the maps
and economic groupingshave changed greetly. Therelisno
doubt thereare larger and larger blocks emerging and we
in the Caribbean have to decide how we are going to
operate. In my opinion, certainly here in the Eagtern
Caribbean, and | believedso in the rest of the Caribbean,
that there will have to be closer, much closer association
within the Eastern Caribbean. | believe mysdf that there
will be a widening of the integration movement from the
point of view certainly of trade with the rest of the
Caribbean.

But we are lucky in the sense.that we have a
geographic position between North and South America. We
have membersof the Caribbean Economic Community in
South America. \We have membersin Central Americaand
we have a very, very large community of our Caribbean
peoplein both Canadaand in the United Statesof America
So that with all of that background | do fedl, Sir, that once
we have our ingtitutional framework right that we will be
able to survive and we will not be margindized.

Thank you, Sir.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Honourable Member
for St. John.

Hon. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the
Houseisindebted to both of the previous speakersboth of
whom have had the opportunity to serve a the highest
decison-making level in CARICOM and therefore have
brought some useful insights to this particular debate. |
have never seen the Heads of Government in operation. |
may never See it myself. Perhaps by the time persons like
yourself, Mr. Deputy Speaker, and | would have hed that
opportunity such entities would no longer exist. Maybe
other forms of structuresof integration with a broader base
and perhapsoperating at atier different from the Heeds of
Government would have come into being by then to
strengthen the implementation.

| think we owe a great debt of gratitude, too, to the
Commissioners and the large number of other people over
the years who have laboured on Commissions of this sort
throughout the history of our region for their intellectua
contribution, their dedication, their tenacity. Perhapsit was
not as difficult for the members of this West Indian
Commisson because by and large there is a fund
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of goodwill which supports the objectives d Caribbean
integration. The reason why | say this is because the
concept of nationdismwhich wasat itsheight in thesixties
has receded into the background and young people like
myself probably do not placea premium on the featuresof
nationalism which our predecessorsin politics, particularly
those who served in the sixties, placed on it.

You would not find alot of young peoplein this age
feeling the same way about independence as our parents
feel. Therefore the philosophica development of these
.young people seems to hinge more on the question of some
regiond unity. | think those who have had the opportunity
to study & the University of the West Indies, which has
been one of the most podtive forces to impact on the
minds of young intellectuals, would know that that is the
case.

This Report, however, presents a great dilemma for
me as a palitician. If 1 were not a politician the dilemma
would not exist. If one agreeswith the report it would have
the impact of diminishing the role of eected
representatives, the relevancedf eected politiciansand also
to some extent the relevanceof the people who elect them,
if you accept some of the mgjor recommendationsof this
Report. However if you disagree with the Report, contrary
to the opening remarks of the Honourable Member for
Christ Church South - | am not being contentious— but nmy
own view is that knowing the way people approach issues
of thissort, knowing the way that they view paliticians we
would be characterized as timid and indifferent,
demondtrating a lack of commitment and being power
hungry in not wanting to give up any eement of
sovereignty and ignorant and all of the other epithets which
were gpplied to politicians during the course of the
ddiberations of the Commisson. | saw some of those
epithets being applied. | do not think the blame rests
exclusively, not even in a large part in my view, on al of
the politicians.

Let us teke the Heads of Government. The
Honourable Member for Christ Church South makes the
point that implementation has been difficult because Heads
of Government have come back home and found that the
welter of opposition has been too greet. They had no right
leaving home without taking a sounding from the people
whom they are supposed to represent. Thisis one of the
problems that may exist when you have an endty which
seeks to place the burden of the decison-making on a
smal group and then seeks to have the impact of that
decison-making disseminated through the system.

540 p.m.

A lot of Heads of Government have not had the
courtesy of either explaining to the people in their own
political parties, far lessthosein their own Parliament, far

less the people they represent, any o the issues tha relate
to regiond integration.

| have had the opportunity to be in one of the Eagtern
Caribbean countries, when the question of OECS unity was
raging, for theeection campaign. | went to alarge number
of meetings and | can tell you that at not one o those
political meetings was the issue of OECS unity raised at
dl. Never, it was never raised. Neither by the Heads o
Government nor by any of the other persons who
professed, on different occasions, to be interested in the
future of the region. So, if the leaders leave without a
message and go and deliver the wrong message a Heads
of Governments meetings and then cannot implement
those decisions, that is their fault. Fortunately that has not
been the case in Barbados. Maybe it says alot for the role
of Prime Minigter in this country and the influence they
have on the system, but that has not been the case in
Barbados but it has been the case in many other countries
and perhaps when we look at the issue of implementation
we need to see why the decisionscannaot be implemented.

Now | want to deal with-some of theissues.as | S92
them. | am not going to deal with many. | had my own
doubts when this Commission wasestablished that it would
have been possible for any group of leading statesmen @
intellectuds in the region to produce a document which
would be overly creative because since the 1920s, as the
Honourable Prime Minister has pointed out, there have
been a whole range of reports. Even the Moyne
Commission Report itself deal s, to some extent, with issues
that have been congtantly rehashed over and over and
recycled. However, the difficulty was probably adifficulty
that the Commissioners had and not a difficulty that the
people in the region would have had, because many of
them are a so people who have been saying the same thing
to the same peoplefor a long time. Thereforeit is difficult
for them to come up with something new. What is of more
importance is that many of the people who. sat as
commissionersare people who have never had 1o judtify to
the electorate any o the postions they have taken on
anything. That is why it was so useful that they met with
such a wide cross-section of Caribbean people.

| agree with the Honourable Member for Christ
Church South because | thought it would have been another
scenario where people who have never had to face the
music in elected politics would sit down and regurgitate
view pointsthat they have hdd and positionsthat they have
held for a long period of time. However they did seem to
go a step further in the process and do some of the things
that many of us who seek to take positions on issues on
behdf of people should do, and that is, meet with people, .
exchange ideas and sound out their views.

The question of integration in the region is not as
short term an exercise as some people seem ,to meke
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it out to be. In conditionsof under-development, issues o
integrationaregoing to be along term process, they cannot
be short-term because the opportunity cost for one temtory
as againgt another is dways going to produce tensions and
clashes which don't necessarily occur where there is an
advanced state of development. That is just my view and
| can see that many of the issues that have arisen, the
question of exchange rate adjustments during the period
and so on, are redly the central analyss that can explain
the difficultiesof the integration movement as it revolves
around the tensions created by the different opportunity
cogts for the different actorsin the process o integration.

This Commission is to be very strongly supported in
its recommendations in Chapter 8 of the overview and |
would urge the people of CARICOM, | an not urging
anything on the Government now, or any Government, to
spend less time struggling with some of the difficult issues
that they raised in the chaptersrelating to deep structures
of unity and look at the question of definition of ourselves
a5 Caribbean people, from the perspective, not of what is
happening outside. It is immaterid to me when people
ek of Caribbean unity to know what is happening in
Europe. That is maybe an academic exercise or it is good
for comparativeanalysis but until we define ourselves as
Caribbean peoplein d| that we do, then we are not going
to be able to move the process forward. Thet is why those
recommendations that relate the inditutionalisation of
creative arts, whether Government sponsored or not, the
promotion of artistic activity for employment as part of a
wider economic development drategy, but more
importantly the mobilisation of the print and eectronic
media resourcesas an antidote to cultural penetration and
as an instrument of the promotion of cultural identity, the
promotion of religiousecumenism and the enhancement of
the cultura imperative in the regiona educational system
ae al very important issues that | think need to be
addressed first of dl. | think once we dtart to reflect
ourselvesas Caribbean peoplethrough what we see of each
other and how we communicate to each other and the way
we project our own cultures, then we will move the
integration process a lot further aong.

These are the areas that can bear immediate fruit
becausethey don't call for direct Government intervention
and they don't necessarily cdl for the kinds of resources
that the other structures which are recommended in the
Report cdl for. They will also impact directly on the
consciousnessof peopleand will strengthen the Caribbean
identity. This seems to me to be where we mug start and
thisis where the central thrust must come from.

The mgor consideration, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that |
think needs to be looked at is the question of sovereignty.
It does not seem to me that it is possible for you to have
any discussion about the future of the Caribbean without

discussing the issue of sovereignty and | an very -

disappointed that the Commissioners seem to avoid this
particular issue, not skirt it. They said up front that when
people raised it a the meetings they told them they were
not discussing that issue. | hear people say that they
pursued it or discussed it. They did not discussit and there
is nothing in this Report that | have read, unless you are
just saying.that by mentioningit you havefollowed it. That
demonstrates to me that they didn't even raise the issue.
550 p.m.

They themselvessay that "weindicated that thisis not
up for discussion”. So it means in a sense that part of the
Report was written before the consultation. Federation is
not on the agenda. We have to ask what is going to be
surrendered by the people of the Caribbean in ther
individual netion state. That hasto be thecritical issue that
we have to address and it is tragic that the Commisson
declines to addressit and therefore, the very relevance to
this exercise will have to be questioned. That is my view.

They say a Page 20 of the Overview .this. "We are
too close t0 the Federal experiment that raised so many
hopes yet faled at its first, mgjor politica hurdle. We do
not recommend federation, federa structures or federd
conceptsas the way forward to CARICOM. It isimportant
that these exclusions be understood not only to avoid
misunderstanding, misrepresentation and misinterpretation
but also because of the importancedf the conceptua basis
o the aternative that we are proposing. Both federalism
and other forms of political union involve a surrender of
sovereignty in part or in whole to a Federd or Unitary
Government.”

Therefore, they have to address that issue. | cannot
see how you can say that that issueis not on the agenda at
dl and you are going to super-imposeon the region some
other loose arrangement which does not addressthe central
question of what arees we are going to say that CARICOM
has some supremacy over.

They adso go on to say that no such poalitica climate
exigs across the board in the region in_ relation to this

" matter and they make it clear in their consultations that

they were not advancing proposals aong the line of a
return to federalism. This point is made at page 20 and
quegtions the very effectiveness, in my view, o the
consultation.

When | was at the University, oneof the Membersof
the Opposition came to deliver an addressand she said that
she is an unrepentant federalist. | thought to mysdf that
sounded like the words of a dinosaur. | am not applying
that epithet to her. But it seemed to me that for somebody
to say that they are a federalist, that seemed to be
old-fashioned or something tike that. That was my fust
reaction. | am not saying that | am an unrepentant
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federaigt, but T do believe that the ultimate god hastobe
a federation and the process of getting there is something
ese | will work towards that god. It may not comein my
lifetime but it may come in my children's lifetime. But it
sounded & the time when it was said to be something
strange to hear somebody say that they are an unrepentant
federalist.

We invited the late Errol Barow to address the
students at the University on "The Contribution of
Federation to Political Development” and he spoke, | think,
for about 10 minutes and then said afterwards that he
thought that was the most stupid topics that anybody could
ak him to spesk on and he preferred to spesk on
something else and he did so. He felt himsdf that the
Federation made absolutely no contribution to the political
development of theregion. | do not agree with that. | think
it did. It taught us some very useful lessons and perhaps
what has happened is that we have not learned the lessons.
We have not bothered to learn because we felt it was a
phase that had ended and therefore we should say goodbye
to it.

| say that is the ultimate god and | do not nesd
anybody to tell me what superficial escape routes exist to
avoid it. We say it is the ultimate god. It may not be
attainablein my lifetime or yours. But that is where we
eventudly want to go and al that we do must be
incremental towards that ultimate goal. So at this stage our
Government needsto determine which areasof sovereignty
they will surrender in the collectiveinterest of CARICOM
and that is the key issue. Because it will solve part of the
matter of the implementation. It will consolidate the
institutionsthat are going to be implementing the decisions
of CARICOM and it will also remove the need for this
non-accountable super-national institutions of Caribbean
intellectuals or public and political figures, as they call
themsdlves, and the dlite who will tdl the dected
representatives how best they can serve their people.
Therefore, | do not support that concept and | think we
need somebody to initiate the discusson on the issue of
sovereignty in this debate. | know the Honourable Member
for St. Joseph probably wants to do that and | an certain
that | can expect that fmm him.

Regarding theissueaf implementation, the Americans
nowadays use the word "gridlock". Everybody is throwing
tha out in the politicd debates The sophisticated
Caribbean Commissioners call it the "Achilles hed" of the
integration movement and the Overview at page 19 dtates:
"Neither Carifta nor the CARICOM Secretariat is designed
or empowered as machinery for implementation of. the
innumerable decisions that are the bedrock of integration.”
They say that their view is that the solution is not tinkering
with the Secretariat, but that is not the solution. Tinkering
with the Secretariat is definitely out. But what.they have
recommended redlly is that the Secretariat should wither

avay and be replaced by the CARICOM Commission, a
Commisson o West Indians charged with the task and
endowed with theauthority to makeintegration work. They
have to be exclusvely engaged in thistask 24 hours aday,
7 days aweek. They have to be drawn from the public and
the political community of the region.

My own view is this. There are people who are
dready doing this job or supposed to be doing it. Not only
the Secretariat, but the Chancdllor of the University of the
West Indies is paid out of the collective coffers o the
Caribbean peopleand one of the principal mandates o the
University, in my view, should be to advance the cause of
regiona integration. The Presdent of the Caribbean
Development Bank is included. You can list them. There
are people whose job it is aready to advance Caribbean
unity through their respectiveingtitutions. It isasthough dl
that existsin this region is the Secretariat and becausethe
Secretariat cannot implement some of the decisions of the
Heads of Government that one has to turn on the
Secretariat and sub-plant it with something else.

| am saying that more of those other ingtitutionsand
more of those senior public officialswho are paid out of
the collective contributions of taxpayersin the region have
to commit themselves to this task. We do not need a new
et to do it. Bring more of them on board in the decision
making and implementing process. They are dready
receiving salaries for that task and | think they need to
focus ther atention on furthering the integration effort.
This recommendationand the way in which it isframedis
really a stunning indictment on that Caribbean bureaucracy
that exists. | do not meen the Secretariat. | mean the other
indtitutional arrangements becauseit redlly does not credit
those ingtitutionswith the contribution that they should be
making in terms of Caribbean integration. What is it that
they, therefore, have been doing for the past 40 years in
these ingtitutions? That is a vdid question that we aso
need to ask.

| want to ask a question following on that which the
Prime Minister asked about the Commission. What makes
3 or 4 men who are aready subject to the decision making
o Heads of Government, who in themsdves are first
amdng equals in their own respective territories, better
placed to implement decisionsthat are taken? If aswe said,
the Heads of Government have difficulty in bridging the
implementation gap for whatever reason, the fact thet they
left home without a message or some other deficiency on
their own part, whet is it about the Commission thet is
going to give them any grester mandate to achievethis? In
addition to that, the establishment of a Commisson is

amost symptometic of the very Euro-centric gpproach thet

the United Nationsliketoimpose on countries. | remember
when it was the Women's Decade. They sad form a
bureau. Some people sat down and wrote out terms of
reference. Then they tried to get a checklig o

i
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things that one must do during the year and so on. Bt |
am not sure that those ingtitutionsreally have any impact
on the people whose lives they are supposed to change
directly. There has to be some other element in the process
which gives life to those decisions and it redly is
symptomatic of akind of top-dog approach to devel opment
which originatesfrom that kind of thinking.

6.00 p.m.

It is perhgpsonedf the reasonswhy many of the UN
institutions themselves do not function as effectively as
they should, because they are dmogt tied to that kind of
gpproach to decison making and aso to development.

The last point‘I want to make relates to the question
o theregion's institutional framework. This Report cannot
be faulted for pulling together a very useful ingtitutional
framework. Except that | havestrong reservationsabout the
Commission, | support the concept of the Charter of Civil
Society. | think it makes sense. We dready have Bills of
Rights, it is true, but what | think the Charter tends to do
is to seek to give life to the goas of human society in the
Caribbean.

There are a number of issues that can be addressed
via the Charter. The free flow of information throughout
the region, the guarantee of fundamental rights and
freedoms to citizens of other Caribbean countries when
they visit other territoriesand awholerange of other issues
which | think areimportant- | am not giving it any grester
priority than it needs - but it is an interesting concept that
| think has some usefulness.

| support the CARICOM Assembly, but | believe that
those who want to sit in the Assembly must do like me or
anybody else and face the eectorate. They must be
accountable, they must judtify their viewpointsto the public
and there must be no succour given to this viewpoint
nowadays that every interest group that can apply some
term of at to describe its existence must be given an
opportunity to come in on deliberations and influence
public opigion. If the artists wish to sit in the CARICOM
Assembly, well let them nominate candidates in genera
elections, let them do the thingsthat each o usin here has
to do to justify our existence for the five years we are
elected and that would be the process by which they will
reach the CARICOM Assembly.

This Report says that elected representatives are not
- the sole representatives of the people. That may sound
reasonable, but it does not also say that the people who are
elected in here are not exposed or Pnterested or in the
vanguard of viewpoints which represent interest groups as
well. The Honourable Member for Christ Church East
Central represents a trade union viewpoint from time to
time, there are people here who represent the views of the
Anglican Church, the Honourable Member for S. George

. in the initiad phases |

South pretends every now and again to represent the
viewpoints of the artists and the poor, the legd fraternity
is represented. We have people who add different facetsto
our lives and we are not elected smply on the basisaf our
professions, nor arewe exclusively professiond politicians,
we have other interests which are represented and if there
are other people who think that they. can make a
contribution, they should face the electorate.

There is no higher element, in my view, of
satisfaction that one can get out of life than knowing that
every five years the people who pay you can tell you to go
home, you will not get any other perks, you judtify
yoursdlf. There is no Service Commission to protect me
from anything, there are no clerica laws to keep me in
office longer than | should be in office, there are no other
benefits like what the private sector people get that keep
me functioning beyond my time. As a Member o
Parliament, every five years | am required to say to the
public: "Thisis what | have done," and the system frees
them up to tell me that | have not doneit and | can go in

peace and they can go in peace.

| am not supporting any arrangement, whether it is
proffered by statesmen who were former politiciansor the
Caribbean bureaucracy or any other quarter which seeks to
place a premium or any paramountcy on arrangements
which sdeline elected politicians or margindise elected
politicians. Thistask is too difficult for us to fed that we
mugt take second place to any other arrangement. The
politicsaf inclusion isimportant, but in relation to making

- decisions, voting and teking positionson behaf of people

there is only one basis on which you can do that.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | do, however, agree with the
concept that there are processes by which an Assembly of
Parliamentarians, or the Heads of Government for that
matter, can gather specialisedopinionsfrom special interest
groups either by having them as observers or setting up
ingtitutions which give them the opportunity to feed their
ideasinto the system.

On the question of the CARICOM Supreme Court,
which the Honourable Member for Christ Church West
wishes to hear me on, | believe he knows my view. | an
in support of it. | believein the abolition of gpped to the
Privy Council. | cannot think that thereis any statistical or
other bass on which we should continue with that
arrangement. | believe that the CARICOM Supreme Court
should be the final court of apped and should be in place
as oon as possible, and | am aso attracted - | think it is
a very useful suggestion that there are some matters for
which it should havearegiona jurisdiction. Some of those
matters may relateto issuesthat arise under the CARICOM
Charter and some under the Treaty. | think that is a useful
development and is something that we should aspireta but
believe the Government's
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position on.the establishment of the CARICOM Supreme
Court has been given support.

Those are the mgjor issues | want to deal with, Mr.
Deputy Speaker. | wish to say that the Report, | think, o
dl that have been printed so far, is the most postive in
outlook. People who livein the Caribbean who have looked
to the north — well, that is where we normally look, United
States of America, years ago tp Britain and to Canada -
can now open the pages of this Report and | think see the
concept of the life that they would wish to live in this
. region encapsulated in the pages of the principa Report.
6.10 p.m.

I think thet exercisessuch as thisare important to the
region because of thefact that as we go through economic
difficulty there are still a lot o people who seem to fed
that the solutions to their problems may lie on the outside
and that there are not in existence in this region people
who care enough about their future and the future of their
children to look at issues of this sort and try to map out a
strategy for their survival. | believe that the federal god is
one that we should have as a guiding star and principleand
that any step that we take along this way is incrementd.

Thereis one point that | forgot to make on the issue
of implementation and it was a critical point.

The CARICOM Secretariat,in my view, should have
access to national parliaments. I'do not. bdieve in any
supranational decision-making body. Once Heads o
Government have |eft their territories, basad on the advice
they have received and the support they have got from their
respective assemblies or interest groups or whatever and a
decison is made, the Secretariat should be able to access
the national parliaments. Cabinet or the executive
ingitution should be by-passed, or the Minigter, however
you put it, but it must have direct access. The CARICOM
Secretariat should not have to wait on the Executiveto set
the item on the parliamentary agenda. There should be
some process by which it can reach the parliamentary
agenda directly.

| dso think it is very important that we set a wise
precedent here in permitting a free vote on thisissue. It is
a very wise precedent for which the Prime Minister should
be commended. When those items from CARICOM reech
the parliamentary agenda a free vote should be permitted.
Yau have private members business and you can have
CARICOM business. It can reach theagenda of Parliament
directly and members can be entitled to have a free vote,
a non-partisan exercise, in which we would develop a
tradition of dealing with CARICOM mattersin that way. |
think it is too important to have them subsumed in some of
the partisan gpproacheswhich exist in individual territories.

| do not know if it is possible. It is going to require
a decison on the surrender of sovereignty in respect of

——

those matters which the Heads can make a decision on.
Parliamentsare going to have to agree that that processis
the process by which they will become law. The
implementation of those decisions requires parliamentary
support and | think the best way to deal with it is to have
the CARICOM Secretariat have access to the individua
parliaments of the territories of the region. You would
solve the problem of palitical leaders coming back home
without the commitment or determination t¢ have the
matters which they agreed upon and ratified and signed in
the caucuses and the meetings o the Heads d Government
not being implemented subsequently.

Those are just my ideas and | have not sought to
deveop any approach in concert with anybody ese on this
and | do not think anybody else would wish to say that
they have done that with me because | have not been able
to think through that last point with any certainty. The
important point we have to make is that the processis not
going to be a quick one and this particular report seems to
rush in with some recommendationswhich want to replace
a time-consuming exercisein decison-making with a very
Speedy arrangement but they have not thought it through
carefully enough. | would give the members of the
Commission full marksfor their consultation and the ideas
that they haveraised and | hope, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that
in your lifetime and mine that the goa of a federated
Caribbean or West Indies will come to fruition.

| give my support to the Resolution beforethe House.
Thank you.

Mr. L. R. TULL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this Report
comes at a time when a lot of dramatic changes are taking
placein theinternational community and for that reason the
timing is an excellent one. | have a number of problems
with the Report, but there are a number of very positive
things about it. The main thing about this Report is the
implementation. At the heart of everything is the
implementation. It refers to 15 years of decisons o
Caribbean Heads of Government - if you look through it
carefully = where there has been no implementation. | have
written down those of 15 years, those of 14, 12 and 13. |
do not have them with me but if you check you will see
that.

What | an saying, Sir, is that it is a good time
because 30 much has happened in the world - the collapse
o the bi-polar world, the fal of the barriers in Eastern
Europe, indeed, the fall of Communism - which has made
a number of changes that are significant to the Caribbean.
For instance, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the wegpons of war are
no longer missiles. They are trade arrangements and there
are a number of megablocs emerging. The North
American Free Trade area with Canada, the United States
and Mexico, the New Europe as it spreads its borders
further east and tekes in traditiond Western
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European countries like Portugal and Spain and Greece.

Now even looking further afield to the countriesof Eagtern

Europe that were formerly Soviet controlled. We aso have
in the Pacific the newly emerging power houses in the
Pacific rim countries led by Jgpan and which, from the.
sgnsd the times, will eventudly be led by China. With a
market of 1.2 billion people and.the opening of, China to

massive investment from the United States, Europe and

even the Pacific countries, China will no doubt in a very

short period o time be one of the mgor players in

€conomic war.

The whole geopalitical Situation is changing and the
development of these blocs to which | make mention,
incidentally speaking, the Caribbean will becomemore and
more marginalised and principaly not so much because o
the forming of blocs but because of the change in the
bi-polar situation. The United States for instance no longer
has to even pretend that it has to do anything in the
Caribbean because there is no Nicaragua, there is no
Grenada nor even Cuba because the teeth of Cuba are
being pulled and they will soon be out. | want to make
reference to that later in terms of the extenson o
CARICOM. | hex a lot o talk about the Eastern
Caribbean and so on and we are talking about a few small
idands but, obvioudy, if the Caribbean is seriousit has to
look at a relationship with Cuba. Al these things point to
thefact that Cubawill not beforealong time befittinginto .
the other order of things and that the catch word o the
1980’s - ideological pluralism, would be something that
will be relegated to the old books for higtorians and
students of politics.

That is al going to change and it is foreseesble that
if Cubaeventually comes into the maindream thet thereis
going to be massive American investment in Cuba The
Cuban American influence goes right through the country
from the tip of the Florida Keys right up to Washington
and there is going to be a tremendous amount of
investment poured into Cuba. Thereforeif we are talking
serioudy, not just confining ourselves to a number o
recommendationsbased on things that have been going on
for along time we have to think in terms of widening the
CARICOM and dedling with Cuba because an association
with Cuba now is going to be fruitful for the future. We
have to open our eyes and look aheed.

We have to look at Mexico. Mexico has long wanted
. respect in this region. Mexico is a big country. It has a
tremendous amount of resources. Those of us who have
been deding with foreign affairs matters would know that
one o the things that dways nettled Mexico was that it
was not getting the respect it felt it should be getting. It
saw countrieslike Brazil, Venezuelaand Argentina put on
a higher plane than they have. They have seen themselves
as the poorer neighbours of the United States. They have
been struggling over and over to get somerespect. | believe

# —

that the Caribbean hasto look at that and use Mexico. Give
it the respect it deserves. It is looking for it and if that
respect is given maybe we can use Mexico as a gateway
into the United Statesout of thisNorth American freetrade
aea

6.20 p.m.

The same way we spent along time, about a decade,
thinking in terms of attracting investment from the Far
East, for instance, the Pacific, and indeed from countriesin
Europe to get into joint venture operationsin Barbados so
that we can benefit by having jobs, managerid and'other
expertise coming into the country, we could benefitin thet
way and they would be able to benefit by duty-free access
in the United States and thereforeboth sides would benefit.
| think we should now be looking the other way where we
can Ux Mexico to see whether an arrangement with them,
ether bilaterally, or through CARICOM relationships, can
dlow the same of entree into the North American free
trade region because these things are not cast in bronze.
They are not etched in stone. What is today is something
€lse tomorrow.

In the North American Free Trade Areaiit islikely to
be a horse of another colour within another year or two.
Wein the Caribbean have been flattered and fooled with a
lot of words coming out d the mouths of the United States
Government, like the Caribbean Basin Initiative, of what
was a monumental duping of the people of the Caribbean.
There was nothing in it but it kept peoplein these regions
feding they were getting something for a while and they

- would keep them quiet.

We have a grest deal of respect for our relationships
with Canada. It has been good over the years. It still is but
again their CARIBCAN arrangement did not work any
wonders.

Wearetalking about enterprisesfor America. | do not
undersand what it means because | have read the
documentsover and over and | cannot understand precisaly
wheat they are saying. The Caribbean now has a number of

‘important positionsto date and | an disappointed with the

Prime Minister, contrary to the HonourableMember for .
John who feels that a free voteis the answer. You cannot
have a free vote on something as important as thisin the
sense that the Government should come before Parliament
today with a clear and precise postion on Caribbean
integration. The Prime Minister had a duty in speakingin
here today to come and spell out a postion that the
Government of Barbados will take in any Heads of
Government meeting and speak for the peopled Barbados,
not at thisstage, afew days before the Prime Minister goes
off to the meeting to say, "Well, let us tak about it. Let
ideas contend. Tak around. Let me hear everybody say

- what they have to say".
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Aside.

Mr. L. R. TULL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, when you are
trying to make the point the jackals are & bay. | do not
understand. | am disappointed at that.

Theissuedf Caribbean integration and its importance
to Barbadosis far too important particularly at this period
for us to sit down in a nationa Parliament, a week before
the Prime Minister goes to an important and historic
meeting to talk about, "Well let us throw around ideas and
von." At theend of this debate, unless the Prime Minister
uses mental dexterity and acutenessto listen to dl that we
have said, and by the end of this debate he can wak back
in here and say, "I have heard everybody, now hereis the
position of the Government of Barbados which | want the
people of Barbados to know | am taking to Trinidad and
Tobago". But if the Prime Minigter is going to take only
what he said in here today | think this debate is as sterile
as many of the discussionson Caribbean integration heard
throughout the region for a very long time.

Now, having said that, Mr. Deputy Spesker, | think
the Prime Minister will do well...

Aside.

Mr. L. R. TULL: | do not understand, Sir. They are
almost a bunch of human ciphers who cannot appreciate
the importance of these matters and all they do is make
noise.

ThePrimeMinister would do wdl to ask the Clerk of
Parliament to give him very quickly a copy of the
contribution made in this debate by the Honourable
Member for Christ Church South today and use that as the
basis of a pogtion to take in Trinidad and Tobago. You
cannot go wrong if you do that, and | hope you do.

Now, | want to make some other pointsin relation to
the Commission. | mysdf have some difficulty with the
Commission in its present concept. | do not a this stage
know whether the issue of a supernational body is the one
that is required or whether it is merely a strengthening of
CARICOM. But | have a tittle difficulty in understanding
how this Commission is going 1 work.

| know, Mr. Deputy Speaker, by my asstciation with
these things over the years that the problem redly is, yes,
that of implementation. It is not only from what has been
said by the Honourable Members for St. John, or Christ
Church South, that the Heads go to meetings, they make
decisions, they come back home, then they are subjected to
a great deal of pressure by pressure groups and sectorsin
the community, and they renege, they back off. | do not
think that isdl. | have been to these meetingsand | know
how they operate.

The agenda for Heads of Government meeting is
adways too crowded There is a lot of minutiae, a lot of
trivial thingsthat should be dealt with at a lower level that
clog the agenda of Heads of Government. Thirteen Heeds
should not go around the Caribbean and sit down in hotel
suites, pend alot of time wasting on whether there should
be hassle-free travel, and dl thelittle things that should be
worked out '@ another end. | believe that Heads of
Government would do well to set the agenda far in advance
of meetings on one or 'two mgjor issues where they can
have dl the work done beforehand, well briefed, because
that does not aways happen. | an not spesking for
Barbadosnow. | have seen dl of them operate where quite
often at the Heads meeting they do not understand the issue
they are discussing. | have seen it | have seen them at
meetings and they do not even understand the implications
o theissue they are discussing. That is because there are
s0 many thingsto discuss. | believe these things need M be
addressed.

I would like to think the Prime Minister would use
his position to cut out thisannual meeting where the Heeds
want to do more work in three days than the Ministersof
Trade, Education, Agriculture, Hedth and Labour have
done in a year. | would like to S8e an agenda thet is
sufficiently small that you can concentrate in detail on
them and they can be properly briefed. Taking about the
strengthening of the Secretariat, that is pat of what is
required in this. Whether there is a commission or no
commission the Secretariat needs to be strengthened..

A number of useful suggestions have so far arisen out
o our discussion here today. There is one in particular |
need to mention. Again, this is from observation. Thereis
not the ingtitutional capacity in many of the States of
CARICOM to trandate decisions of the Heads of
Govemment into action. They do not have the
where-with-all to implement them. | have seen in some of
the temtories where they did not even have.the human
resourcesto preparea feasbility study for the Government.
They were 0 short in skillsin that area. But the Heeds
make decisions in very intricate and difficult areaes, and
then they have to go to territories and get their legd
draftsmen to draft legidation to take to the nationd
Parliaments. But the drafting Skillsin many territories are
not very good and apart from that — and | am not spesking
in any pejorative way about any temtory, | am just taking
afactua dtuation. But apart from that the people who are
required to draft legidation arising out of Heads decisions
do not understand what it is that the Heads have decided.
Because the Heads come back and they say we decided to
go down this road, full stop, Go and draft legidation.
6.30 p.m.

| think that what isrequired, Sir, is a strengthening of
the CARICOM Secretariat providing the skills from the
meetings, not after, where people have to ak
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aound and phone around to ask the implications o -

decisons - drafting people involved - and thet the
Secretariat with its own specid skills will do the draft
legidation arising out of Heads decisions and then pass
them through the territories rather then leave each
individud territory to do its own thing because quite often
whet is put together in legidation arising out of decisons
d Headsisnat the samein oneterritory asit isin another.
| am very strong, Mr. Deputy Speeker, Sir, on the question
of providing a strengthened Secretariat to do the work.

The Honourable Member for §. John has suggested
that the Secretariat should have access to nationd
Parliaments. | an not agreeing with that. Are they going to
come in here and make speeches? What access do you
mean? If you mean accessfor individua Parliamentarians
to talk to them that is no problem. That happens anyway.

The fact that the graduates o the University of the
West Indies - the Right Honourable Prime Minigter is part
o that team, | do nat know if he encourages them in this.
| do not know if he encourages them or not. It is not an
accusation. To say you mey havefreedom of movement for
graduates of the University of the West Indies and those of
us who did not go to the University of the West Indies do
not metter. Fortunately it is not a persond point | an
making because | do not want any work in any other.
territory. It is not a persond point.

But you see, Sir, the people who work in the
CARICOM Secretariat are, to avery largeextent, graduates
o the Universty o the West Indies and they have ther

network. Thereisalot of passing of information. | an not

talking about confidentid information but briefing and
informing people around the region of whet is going on.
But I think that that has to be ingtitutiondlised where they
have the kind of Secretariat whered the end of Heeds of
Government they can send their envoysout of Georgetown
or wherever the Secretariat will be to the individud
territory and meet with Ministersaf Governmentand Prime
Minigersif necessary with a view to getting the decisions
teken at the last Heads mesting implemented. Yaou cannot
St down in Georgetown or wherever and get it done. They
have to move around and deal with Minigersin theregion.

| want to mention severa things in relation to the
Asembly o Paliamentaians The Assambly o
Parliamentarians as proposed by the Right Honourable

" Prime Miniger @ a Heads of Government mesting was

characterized by its vagueness. It did not spell out with
sufficient specificity whet it is he wanted. So | find it
interesting in here to hear this afternoon that what the
Commisson is recommending in this document vis-a-vis
the Assambly of Parliamentariansis vague The vagueness
aoseout of an earlier vagueness. But | would like when
the Prime Minigter is winding up this debate as | hope he
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will that he will tel us some more of what is involved in
this Assembly of Parliamentarians. Wht is its relation to
nationa Parliaments? As was asked by the Honourable
Member for Christ Church South, will it have legidative
powers and if S0, in whet ares? If it is merdy conaultative
or deliberative what is the point in having it then? If it
does not have legidative powers | an saying, Mr. Deputy
Spesker, that it is not worth it a thistime. These are hard
times. You know in good times you can try alot of things
because there is some extramoney to spend and something
might work out. But these are not times to be spending
money on 'something unless you can see wha you are

going to get out of it.

| want, Mr. Deputy Spesker, to say oneor two things
about the Report in ageneral way. TheReport as | said hes
anumber of pogtive thingsabout it. One or two thingsare
uncertain but it is a document that is very srong in
andyss The andlysis is good. It has looked at the thing
and given it alot of andyss. Where it is not very strong
isin recommendationsfor action. The recommendationsin
themsdvesare not. Thereshould be an action programme.

| believe that the Commission should have set out a
short-term sat d recommendations, things that should be
done in the short-term, things that should be done in the
mediumterm and  things that should be done in the
long-term. As it is a the moment there would only have
been recommendationsand the individud territorieswould
haveto see how to ded with them. But they have not done
that and therefore with these hundreds of recommendations
we do not see where ther prioritiesare. After al the work
they have done we do not see where those prioritieslie. |
want to ask another question.

Aside.'

M. L. R TULL: Is this Commission going to be a
Commisson o implementers or monitors? | do not
undergtand it. Are they going to implement something and
if s0, how? If they are just monitors do you redly nead to
st W a high powered Commisson and Secretariat to
monitor it?

| believe that when | wasin the Minigry of Trade |
hed an officer of middlerank who could monitor al these
things in the Ministry for me without having any high
powered Commissoner to do it and you dways knew
exactly where you werein relation to your own programme
o implementing for Barbedos and that officer could also
tell you whet was the position in respect of other territories.

| want dso, Mr. Deputy Spesker, to say aword about
thisderogation of sovereignty. The Honourable Member for
. John in an otherwise useful statement on this debate got
himsdf confused over the sacred role of dected
representatives o the people | got a little
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difficulty with that, Sir. | believe that people who are
Members of Parliament must not get to fed that they have
any sole right of speaking about issues and influencing
them that they are in fact other representatives, not
representativesin Parliament, and that we have to move on
to a new form of governance in these territories and that
we cannot, &5 | said only a few days ago, hope to solve
today's problemsby using yesterday's tools.We have to be
constantly looking at ways of adjusting the way peopleare
governed and the reationship between people and
Government and the way to get the best out of it. We have
anation that isfar better educated, far better informed, who
aretuned in to what is happening in the country, theregion
and the world and who understand the nuances of the
issuesand decisionsthat are being taken and they want to
be involved in some way in their own governance. For us
to keep holding on to this old shibboleth that people who
get eected to Parliament are the ones who must run
everything .. We must stop the exclusive nature of
Parliaments so that more people can come in into
decision-making. To be otherwiseis to be mired in the past
and has very little foresight in it.

6.40 p.m.

Now they are asking mewhat is my position. Onebig
Government! They have come in here this afternoon and
have made not one single recommendation over what
position they are going to take on Caribbean unity and they
are asking me ‘what is my postion. My position is, in
effect, if the Attorney General would listen... If you want
to draft me into the Government as a consultant, at the
proper fee, | would come, because there seems to be a
certain gap of expertise and ability in certain aress.

You cannot continue to talk about the politics of
excluson and to feel that only the people who are elected
must have asay in the governance and in the determination
of issuesin acountry. That isold fashioned. That is dated.
So in that particular area, Mr. Deputy Spesker, whilel do
not agree with the concept of an Assembly of Caribbean
Parliamentarians... | am sorry, not o Parliamentarians,the
Assembly of Parliamentarians is the idea of the Prime
Minister. The concept of this Assembly of Caricom comes
from the intellect of the Commission of the West Indian
Commission and they want to include farmers, the youth
and the aged, the unions and S0 on.

Aside. »

Mr. L. R. TULL: Why doesn't the Attorney Genera
listen if he wants to learn? That is so forced that | can't
understand what it means. How do you determine these
things? Do they not mean, Mr. Deputy Spesker, for the
Government of Barbadosand the Governmentsof Caricom
to find ameansdof getting the views of the wider sector of
the community outside o the Parliament and involving
them in decision making then by following what | consider,

a veary awkward ‘recommendation in this document by the
people who prepared this report.

| want to say one or two things quickly about human
resources. In thisReport, Sir, the Commissionershave said
that we have good education in the region but it is old
fashioned - that is the essence of what is said in thisreport
- and that thete needs to be some changes. Again, | have
adwaysbeen moved to say that the education industry isthe
most reactionary industry in Barbados. | don't ga beyond
that. They arerooted very much in what was good along
time ago and they find it very difficult to come forward.
But, Mr. Deputy Speaker, when there is so much change
and when it is happening at the rate a which it is
happening you would expect that educationwould bein the
forefront of that change preparing people for change, but
they are travelling behind it. One of the ways that perhaps
you can get around that in Barbados and in many of the
temtoriesis by having a regional approach to a number o
areas where we can't get peopleto movein respect of the
territories and hide behind it.

One df the things| am concerned about is that with
the world shrinking and we have to look beyond now to
work with other regions, particularly Latin America, that
we still remain one of thefew regionsin the world where
ahighly intelligent, well educated and literate peopl e, peak
only one language. There are very few places in the world
where you have people who are well educated, whoare
literate and intelligent who can only spesk one language.
Try asyou may - the Right Honourable Prime Minister he
may try — to get the system to understand that in the world
in which we live you cannot nhow continue to operate on
onelanguage and that we have to start from the beginning,
from the time theki ds go to kindergarten or nursery school
to get them ready, since we ssem to be having a severe
road block in Barbados to move in that direction. | am
giving that as one example that a regional approach to a
number of matters relating to education might filter down
into theindividua territories to get placeslike Barbados to
benefit.

Take the whole question of development of science
and technology. | believe that although a number o efforts
have been made in Barbados to reorient OUr school system
towards an agppreciation and an understanding and a
readiness for the cataclysmic changes being made in
scienceand technology and gear our peoplefor thosekinds
of changes that we are only making very modest steps.
Perhaps this is an area where a regional approach would
work for the benefit of al the individual territories.

It is recommended in the Report that there will be a
coordination of the work of the University of Guyana, the
University of the West Indies and the other post secondary
institutions,a very strong recommendationwith which | am
sure all of us will agree. | believe we can use

-
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that as a means of working in aess like science and
technology that could.filter down to places like Barbedos
and get us to move in away in which we have nat been
moving. | was talking about derogation of sovereignty and
usad the expression but did not go any further.

Now, there is tak, Mr. Deputy Spesker, about old
politicd federations and | believe most people have
acocepted, at this time, that thet is a non-starter and it has
more difficultiesthan one can think of in anight, but there
has to be a new kind o economic, federdism. Economic
federdiam entails no less derogation of sovereignty then
politica federalism. Thisis somethingwe have to consder.
To wha extent are we prepared to suffer some derogation
o soverdgnty in Barbados for the devdopment o
Barbados and for theregion. Certainly if we are going to
go theeconomic federalism way someeconomic derogation
o our sovereignty must be involved. That is whet | would
have expected the Prime Miniger to come this afternoon
and tdl me

The Prime Miniger is going to Trinidad to talk for
me | am a Babadian citizen, | vote here, and | live here
and heis going to soeek for me | would like him to tell
me what he is going into Trinidad to sy for me

| heard the Honourable Member for &. John say he
does .not want to hear aout these heeds who go to
Caricom Heads meetingsand come back home and change
becausethey did not understand. They should not wait until
they come back to get thelpressure, they should tell the

people before they go.
Asides.

Mr. L. R. TULL: | amrepesting what t he Honourable
Member said. | amsaying that the Honourable Member for
. John sad so. | am asking the Prime Minider to heed
'the word of his junior Miniger to tell the people before

you go what you are going to say.
Asides,

M. L. R. TULL: Since the Miniger d Foreign
Affars wants to get into the debate so much, let us talk
about the question of diplometic representation oversees. |
hope he will get up, sSince he wants to talk so much, and
tell us about thet. Things have changed. Every country in
the region is now, when it tadks about diplomatic
representation, it is taking about economic change. We
started off in 1966 talking about politica representation
oversess a United Nations and 0 on which is il
important but the emphass now, aticulated by the
Government which we support because that is our postion
too, we have articulated it, they have articulated it and we
are agreed on that, that Since economic matters, matters of
invesment and trade are paramount and those ae the

things that our missons mus be concerned about. |
understand that the Government is even getting reedy to
gopoint another Trade Commissoner, a men from S
George. But that i s the direction in which we mugt go. The
Caribbean has to understand that in areas relding to trade,
investment, tourism and the like that the Caribbean has to
have a common voice in many parts of the world and we
cannot have a lot of mini-missons with people saying
different things dl of the time. We should search for
investmentin tourism promationsand in trade matters. The
Caibbean hes to move avay from this old traditiond’
concept of everybody has a misson and everybody has an
Ambassador and a First Secretary and Second Secretary. If
they ar e serious about Caribbean integration, they will see
if they cannot pool resources, gpart from the fact thet it
will work for the benefit of the country at that higher leve

in terms of capturing investment and better trade and
conditionsand o on. It will dso cut subgtantidly the cost
of foreign representation. By the way, | heard that they
re-gppointed the men in London. It would save a lot o

money if that is done.

6.50 p.m.

Aside.

Mr. L. R. TULL: The Prime Miniger, unlikealot of

. people, | regard hm in some things but in some things he

redly lets me down. But we were talking though about the

Caribbean integration of the oversess representation. For

ingance, we have not been mising ay mestings o the
United Nationswhich ded with disarmament and al kinds

o outlandish things. But we missed a lot of medtings
relatingto UNCTAD and GATT and the things that redly

matter or Wwe have sent dong one person who is not

conversant with theissues just to put a body there. In other

words, we are saying one thing and we are doing

something dse. The Government should not take y

comments as criticisms o them, because when | want to

criticise them they know that | will. | am trying to assst

the Government in areas where | have hed some smadll

meesure o exposure, | do nat put it higher then thet, to
bringt he benefit of my exposure to the Government 0 thet

if they condder that my heed is screwed on, properly and

that | do not dways tak foolishness, they can benefit from

that exposure 0 it will assgt them in coming W to a
reasonable position to teke not only to a CARICOM -
Mesting in Trinidad, which | believe there will be alot o

tak anyway, but to inform them when they are making
polices to tke the bendfit of these things into
congderation.

Mr. Deputy Speeker, that is my contribution on this
matter. Thank you very much, Sir.

Hon. M. A. KING Mr. Deputy Speeker, after
,conaultation with the other sde, we think tha this
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is an appropriate moment that suspension of the House
should be moved.

Aside.

Hon. M. A. KI NG Mr. Deputy Speaker, first of all,
let me move that further consideration of this matter be
now postponed.

Hon. E. E. GREAVES: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question that further consideration of thiy matter
be now postponed was put and resolved in t k affirmative
without division.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. M. A. KING: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg to
move that this House do now adjourn until Tuesday, 27th
October, 1992 at 10.00 a.m.

Hon. E. E. GREAVES: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question that this House do now adjourn until
Tuesday, 27th October, 1992 a 10:00 a.m. was put and
resolved in the affirmative, and Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER
adjourned the gtting accordingly.

7.00 p.m,
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