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Prayerswere led by Rev. Father Zven Harewood.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Houseis in session

MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minutes of Tuesday, April 5,
1994.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES:. Mr. Speaker, the Minutes
for the meeting held on April 5, 1994 are a hand and, in
fact, have been distributed to Honourable Members. That
ismy understanding. | move, Sir, that they be taken asread
and confirmed.

Hon. M. A. KING: | beg to second that.

Mr. SPEAKER: If there are no corrections then let
these Minutes sand confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY YOUR HONOUR

Mr. SPEAKER: From Her Excelency the
Govemor-General, May 5, 1994:—

"l shall be away from the Idand from 7 - 29 May,
1994, on avisit to South Africa, the United Statesof
America and Canada

In accordance with the provision of section 29 (1)
(b) of the Congitution, the Honourable Sir Denys
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Ambrose Williams, Knight Bachelor, holder of the Gold
Crown of Merit, will perform the functionsof the Office of
Governor-Generd during my absence.

AstheHonourable the Houseof Assambly will not be
meeting prior to my departure, it will not be possible for
the usud forma message to be sent down to your
Chamber. Will you therefore please bring my absence
formdly to the atention o the Honourable the House of
Assembly when next it meets.

| have the honour to be,
Yours faithfully,

(Signed) Nita Barrow
Governor-Generd "

| am asoin receipt of Accountsand Statements for
the months of January and February, 1994 as prepared by
the Accountant General.

PAPERS

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: Mr. Speaker, on behdf of the
Minister of Housing, and by command of the Cabinet, | lay
the following:

The 19th Annua Report of the Nationd Housing
Corporation for the financial year 1991-1992.

Hon. M. A. KING: Mr. Spesker, by the command of
the Cabinet | lay the following:

The Annua Reports of the Community Legd
Services Commission for the years 1991-92 and
1992-93,

Hon. D. J H. THOMPSON: Mr. Spesker, | am
commanded to lay the following:

1. The Duties, Taxes and Other Payments
(Exemption) Order 1994,

2 The Public Officers Loan and Travelling
Allowances (Amendment) Regulations, 1994.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: Mr. Spegker, on behdf of the
HonourableMinister of Labour, Public Works, Community
Development and Sports, | am commanded by the Cabinet
to lay the following:

The 15th Annua Report of the Nationd Sports
Council for the financid year 1992-93.

(Bl TUARY NOTICES

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: Mr. Speaker, | rise to
draw to the attention of the House what it dready knows

that aformer Governor-Generd, Sir Hugh Springer, passed
away while thisHousewasin recess. | riseto pay atribute
to the life and work of this most outstanding Barbadian,
Caribbean and world citizen. His life and times, and his
work, werelimited not only to the Barbados scene but al'so
to the Caribbean and beyond.

[, Sir, did not know Sir Hugh during his early years
as a politician and trade unionist but in my search for
understanding of the currents and trends that have helped
to form modem Barbados, | encountered him through
speaking to other Barbadians who knew of his work and
aso through primary and secondary sources which are
available to good researchers. | therefore found myself
reading up the newspapers, talking to those who were dive
at the time, and reading the books, including the history of
trade unionism in Barbados, and consulting other sources.

Sir Hugh was amember of this Honourable Chamber
at a time when it was not easy for persons of colour to
bresk through the barriers that provided impediments for
those who wished to get into the political arena. | am not
saying that it is easy now because there are many hurdles.
Those of us who arein that arena have to overcome many
disgppointments and many setbacks. Those of us who are
in here now have been able to deal with these, and to gain
a seat in this Chamber which must not be seen as a
Chamber for honorific purposes, but one which provides
each one of us with an opportunity to contribute to the
public wedl, the public well-being, and the public welfare.
That wasthe role that Sir Hugh played in those early years,
paving away for those of us who would follow to help to
Cregte a greater measure of socia justice and economic
progress for the masses of people of this country.

Thereare others, Sir, who can spesk more knowingly
and from persona experience of his years as a trade
unionist and as a Member of Parliament. There are also
those who can attest to his contribution towards the
building up of education in the Caribbean. He was, as |
recall, amember of the Irvine Committee which helped to
chart the path for the establishmentof the University of the
West Indies. He himsdf became the first Registrar of that
University. Like other Members in this Honourable
Chamber | am a product of that University, Sir. So it is
with a sense of pride that | recal the contribution of this
founding father who played such an outstandingrolein the
development of the University.

12.30 p.m.

While at the University, | had the honour to become
President of the Guild of Undergraduatesof the University
of the West Indies & Mona. Y ou cannot change the record.
That is a fact. In that capacity, as wel as in other
capacities | had an opportunity to meet with Sir Hugh
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both as Registrar and on those occasions when he was
deputizing for the Principa of the Universty. It was
customary and traditional for the student leaders to meet

with the Head of the University to discussany problems, -

or proposals, or developments which may be indicated for
the good governance and the improvement of the
University. It is during those meetingsthat | got an insight
into the very sound and solid thought processesand views
and opinions of this very outstanding Barbadian.

| encountered Sir Hugh again, Sir, when | was at
Manchester, Universty, the Victoria Universty of
Manchester and | formed and became a President of the
West Indies Students Association at Manchester. You
cannot change the records. | remembered inviting him up
to Manchester to deliver an address to this West Indies
Students' Association. We had a very ddlightful evening at
the residence where my wife and | were staying at that
time. It was enlighteningto get the viewpointsof someone
who had been involved in the creation of educationa and
politica structures in Barbados and the Caribbean and to
hear him giving his insights into the ped, the present and
the future of West Indian society.

Sir Hugh has made a contribution in many other
fields as well, not only as Registrar, but also as Head o
the Ingtitute of Education of the University of the West
Indies which brought under hiscontrol the teaching arm of
the Universty, its ExtraMurad Departments and other
agencies. In those capacities he helped to create and
develop the concept that education for Barbados and the
Caribbean was an ongoing process in which al persons
should be involved.

He himsdf was an author and he wrote a book on the
West Indies Federation, the exact title | think is..

Aside.

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: ..."Reflections on the
Failure of the First West Indian Federation”. That is till
one of the most readable short introductions to the ams
and objectivesof West Indianism as well asthe pitfallsand
the failures and the problems that arose and led to the
collgpse of that short-lived experiment in federalism in the
Caribbean. | still go back to it to fortify myself, in my own
view that federalism or its variant confederalism represents
agod to which we should press on. | know thet | share
this with the other Member of the Prime Ministeria club
in this Chamber, the Honourable Member for Christ
Church South.

All in @l his has been a life which can serve as a
model for young Barbadians to bear in mind and try to
emulate. One of his mgor themes was the theme o the
pursuit of excellence. He had spoken on this theme on a
number of occasions. | believe that if we seek to pursue
excellence in the terms that he himsdf enunciated this

country will know no limitsto the achievementsthat it can
attain, whether it isin the pursuit of economic excellence,
in the pursuit of financia excelence, in the pursuit of
environmenta excellence, or in the pursuit of excellencein
public discoursein order that the issues and the objectives
of that discourse may be heightened and enhanced. Perhaps
that is the outstanding theme, the pursuit of excellence
which | would wish to commend to this Honourable House
and to the country as a whole.

| would wish, Sir, to indicate in closing that he
himsaf wes a very religious person, that he was a man
committed to family. Like most of us in public life, the
cares of office sometimes took him away from family
concerns much more than he himsdlf would have wished.
But in the end it was to the family that he returned. It is
aso very important in this year dedicated to the family that
we should pay a tribute to his particular contributions
towardsfamily life.
12.40 p.m.

May | aso, lest | forget it, pay a tribute to the very
sound advice which he gave to me as Prime Minister
whenever, on those regular occasions when | visited with
him at the Governor-Genera's residence, and which again
the Member for Christ Church South would be familiar
with. Prime Minigters consult on a periodic basis with the
Heeds of State and they discuss mattersof state with them.

On those occasions, the advice of Sir High Springer
was dways very sound, very practical, born out of a life
that had been steeled in the experiences, not only of
Parliament, but of ingtitutions and the working of
inditutions, and he was well aware of the glue that was
required in order to hold things together and to keep things
together so that they would not fall apart.

In that regard, Sir, | could aways count on' a very
non-partisan, non-political, point of view that helped me
tremendoudy in shouldering the burdens and cares of
office, Sir.

| move this Resolution of condolence, and in doing
0, on behdf o mysdf, my wife and family, my
Government and this Honourable House, | extend to his
surviving relativesmy deepest sympathy on the passing of
thismost worthy Barbadianand | would hope, Sir, that this
our tribute here would be passed on in the usuad way to his
family.

Thank you, Sir.

Dr. R. L. CHELTENHAM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the year
1994, this year, has dready been distinctive for the large
number of nation builders, ex-parliamentarians, and
Barbadian statesmen who have passed to the great beyond
and the most recent has been Sir High Springer.
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Already many generous and well-deserved tributes
have dready been paid, some by Members on this side,
paticularly the Honourable Member for Christ Church
West and the Honourable Member for Christ Church South,
who have spoken in other fora with respect to the
distinguished contribution to the building up of modem
Barbados and to the founding and the strengthening of
ingitutionsin the region and in the wider Commonweslth.

Like the Honourable Prime Minigter, | knew him
briefly as Registrar of the University of the West Indies. |
aso knew him in his capacity as Externa Examiner for
Manchester University in matters concerning \West Indian
affairs. He was, and it is not widdy known, externa
Examiner for Oxford, for Manchester, London University
and severd other British Universities on West Indian
matters. In fact when | defended my thesiswhich hed to do
with congtitutional and politica development in Barbados
over the period 1946 to 1966, he was one of the externd
Examiners who sat on the panel and | will return to that
shortly.

His career is wdl-known, Mr. Speaker. Barbados
Scholar after which he went on to Oxford and reed Modem
Grests and theresfter was to come back to Barbados as a
Lawyer, a Member of the Inner Temple, but he was to
throw himsdf fully into the life of the Labor Movement
which was then in its very early days and that meant, not
only, the politics of the Progressive League, but also the
activitiesof theWorkers Union becausein those days they
were seen as siamese tWs and for many years there was
that siamese tvin relationship between the Progressive
League and the BarbadosWorkers Union. For many years
he was Secretary of the Barbados Workers Union.

He came to Parliamentin 1940 and he was to remain
as the Member for St. George until 1947 when he left and
went to the University of the West Indies as Registrar - the
first Registrar of the then Universty of the West Indies,
which had only a year before been started.

The very interesting thing is that he was one of
two Membersdf the lawyer class = Grantley Adams, later
Sir Grantley Adams and Hugh Springer who identified in
those early days, the 1930s, with the causes o the masses.
Except for Henderson' Clarke, in the late forties, he wasfor
a very brief period to lend his support to the movement.
The movement was starved of the support of middle class
professonas in those days. But that was surprising for
Hugh Springer because even in his days, as a sudent, he
was the Treasurer of a pressure group - | forget the name
- agroup for the emancipation of coloured peoplesin the
United Kingdom in the late 1930sand they, asone of their
ams, used to bring leaders of colonia people to London so
that they could meet with the most liberad Membersdf the

British Labour Rrty - Creech Jones, Rita Hendon and
others who were Members of the Fabian Society and also
Membersd the British Labour Paty at thetime. | believe
that it-was in that context that he wes able to organise
funds and raise funds for Grantley Adams to come up to
London and address them in the late 1930s.

His contribution in the period 1940 to 1947 was
mogtly as an organiser of the Trade Union Movement. He
was ingrumenta in establishing the Caribbean Labour
Congress on a regional basis but through his negotiating
skills, his methodica organising manner, he was gble to
help the Labour Rarty, the Progressive League and aso the
Trade Union Movement to establish its early gains,
particularly the right to negotiate on behdf of workers. He
was a perfect foil and a complement to Sir Grantley who
was the tribune of the people. He was the great mobilizer.
But as far as discipline, hard work, methodical work and
atention to detail was concerned, it is wel-known that

 Grantley Adams was deficient, but that deficiency was well

taken care of by the quiet methodica work of Hugh
Springer. He was to leave Barbadosand play his partin the
region, particularly in the area of higher education. The
Honourable Prime Minister has dedlt with that aspect of his
career and later on he was to move to the United Kingdom
where he served as Secretary of Commonwedth
Universities Association. While there, he A0 served asan
Externa Examiner for severa well-established, prestigious
English universities.

1250 p.m.

His career has been varied and distinguished and he
will be remembered as a parliamentarian, scholar, trade
unionist, educator, administrator and he will be
remembered dso, Sir, as a statesman. | came in contact
with him at two very interesting pointsin my life. In 1962,
Mr. Spesker, | went to Jamaica a the invitation of the
Jamaica Y outh Club Council to participate and to observe
the Independence celebrations and while there it occurred
to me that | had logt al interest in the Barbados Civil
Service where | was a clerk for two years and | bedly
neaeded to get into the University. That was the very year
that | had not applied. That wasin August and | needed to
get in by the beginning of the mid-year term in
October. The family where | was staying in Kingston
suggested to me that | needed to call Hugh Springer, a
Barbadian, and go and see hi mwith respect to gaining
admission for October. | took my couragein my hand and
called him and he asked me to come and see him. | must
sy that as he approached me on that moming | was alittle
fearful because he wore a somewhat stern demeanor and a
little off-footing. But when once we started to spesk, he
immediately put me a ease. He took up the form and he
cdled Lloyd Brathwaite who was then on campus who was
in charge of the Department of Social Sciences while the
others were on holiday. He asked him to make
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arrangements for my admission and within a matter of
weeks | was back up to the University of the West Indies.
Many years after | had come to the end of my university
caeer and had submitted my thess a Manchester
University, my professor told me afew days before...

Aside.

Dr. R. L. CHELTENHAM Yes, | was not donein
the graduates of Manchester University which the Prime
Minister has reminded me...that Barbadian Hugh Springer
was one of the Externd Examiners. In the course of my
interview, he said something very important. For many
years in the 1940’s, he sarved as a member of the
Executive Committee and when the Bush Experiment came
into being in 1946 he served for a few months as a
member of the Executive Committee. But he said in the
course of that interview that he was the author of that
experiment and it has gone into history bearing the name
of the theh dominant Sir Grantley Bush. He said that he
very much looked forward to having the time to set the
record straight.

| know thet in his last years there was a former
Senator, Mr. Wickham, who was working with hm and
writing his biography, and | do not know how far he has
got, but I very much hope that task has been completed and
that we will have the benefit of his memory, recollection
and experiences. T00 many of our distinguished citizens
have gone to the great beyond and have left us no record
of their experiencesto help teach us.

| agree with the Right Honourable Prime Minister that
the pursuit of excellence was one of the values, asit were,
that characterized his entire life but | would mention two
others. It seems to me that devotion to the welfare of his

country isalso another one. It is very significant that when

he came back here after afull lifein the early 1980°s that
he was anxious dmogt after the time he arrived to throw
himsdf in again and to make some contribution. He was
prepared to serve and indeed serve for many years as
Chairman of the Nationa Training Board. He took the job
serioudy amog as though it was his first job and he
worked very devotedly and very serioudy as Chairman of
the Nationd Training Board. He was adways looking for
opportunities t0 Serve and it was very fitting that he should
have ended up after alife of very distinguished service as
the dignified Head of State, Governor-General of Barbados
after having served for a short period in 1964 as Acting
Governor-Generd.

But there is another of hisvauesthat | would like to
identify and that is service. Not only was he a person of
excelence and devotion to his country, but service is
something we have got to remember. He st a firgt-class

examplein that respect. To hisdying day he was concerned
to serve and to search out any opportunity to serve. If there
is one thing that can be said about hislife, it was a life of
incomparable and distinguished service to his fellow man.

Mr. Speaker, | would hope that in time the country
will establish a suitable memoria and that we would not
alow alifesuch asthelife of Sir Hugh to go unrecognized
in that respect. | think it has been said by the Prime
Minister that his life has alot to teach us. | think thet his
service has been sufficiently distinguished and long and
varied to this country and | hope in time this country will
establish a suitable memorial.

| would also like to.suggest &t thistime that we ought
to remember Lady Springer who was at his side for dl of
his adult life and who herself behind the scenes made an
important contribution to his own performance. So that
without delay in any way of this tribute and repesting what

. has been said by so many others- | have just read a very

generous tribute paid by the Ti nes of London, 20th April,
1994. | would judt like to indicate that we on this side fully
support the Resolution before this House. We are happy to
add our quota to these tributes which have dready been

paid.

Mr. R. L. MORRIS: Mr. Speagker, | would like to
support the Resolution and endorse the comments made by
previous speakers. | dare say that there would be very few
personsin this House who would not have been influenced
by the life and work of Sir Hugh Springer. The first nine
decades of this century would have seen the establishment
of the trade union movement as a well-recognized and
accepted ingtitution in our country. We would have seen
the work of mgor contributorsto the establishment of that
ingtitution. | think one would clearly say that Sir Hugh fdls
withinagroup of aout 6 persons. CharlesDuncan O’Neal,
Clement Osbourne Payne, Clennell Wickham, Sir Grantley
Adams and Sir Frank Walcott who contributed most & the
leadership level of the labour movement and the trade
union as an ingtitution within that movement over that
period. They set the standardsand the examplesthat others
would have to try to match in the future development of
that movement and of that institution. Wherever Sir Hugh
wrote about his own career, he attributed the motivation to
his becoming involved to Clennell Wickham. Therefore, it
is only fitting that the son of the great Clennell Wickham
is the person to be the biographer of Sir Hugh. Because
those who study the work of Clennell Wickham know that
in fact he was a tower of intellectual strength, an activist of
the first order in early Barbados using the Herald
Newspaper ashisforum. | think he touched everybody who
was interested in the worth of the masses of peoplein the
country. He certainly touched the life of the young Hugh
Springer, who came from the kind of background where
discussons by Wickham and others would have been
normal in his drawing room.

1.00 p.m.
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The Honourable Member for St. Joseph has spoken
about details of his life and his history, as a political
historian himself, and he referred to his work with Dr.
Harold Moody. The name of that organisation was '"The
League of Coloured People”. Hugh Springer served in that
organisation for some years in England and it is a quiet
part of his life that he never made a lot of fuss about,
because he was not a noisy person, but he believed very,
very strongly in the negro movement, the movement of
African people, and he devoted alot of hislifeto that. You
canseein thelifeof hisdaughter, Richild, for instance, the
attempt to bring the art of African dance experienceto the
highest level, the level of excellence.

He was not one of the persons who would be out
there shouting on a platform about negritude, about black
power, but he and those who worked with him believed
very strongly in the role of coloured people, as they would
have been called at that time, and therefore he was part of
that ingtitution working very hard in Britain a a time when
racia discrimination was certainly not at the stand it is
now, it was at the height of discrimination. We are talking
about the 30’s and 40’s when movementswere being made
in South Africa to institutionalise apartheid. He had been
working with Dr. Moody and others to indicate that black
people were people of quality and that they could reach
every possible level. | think his biographer should spend
some time on that particular aspect, the dignity that he
brought to the African and the Caribbean persondlity.

The Honourable Member for St. Joseph also touched
on an area that is not much debated about Sir Hugh
Springer, that is, hisrolein the Caribbean Labour Congress
asit was then. When that Congressmet at Harrison College
in 1945 it was really Hugh Springer and Frank Walcott
who did the work of organising the Congress, bringing
hundreds of delegates from across the Caribbean to give
the first structure to an organisation that was relatively
loose up to that time. It started out as the British West
Indies and Guiana Labour Congressin 1926. There were
meetingsin 1937 and 1938, but the really big meeting was
held in 1945. By that time the difficultieswere even greater
than before in attempting to bring the movement together,
because there were developmentsin Jamaica, for instance,
where the leftist movement, of the four H's, had already
caused problems within the Jamaican Labour Movement
and was about to cause a large rift in the wider Labour
Movement.

Hugh Springer had to give guidance in terms of
where the Caribbean Labour Congress should go. There
were those who maintained that in fact it should be a
congress of trade unions and politica parties and he
insisted that it should be a congress of trade unions only
and that in fact political parties, if they wanted to form a
Caribbean grouping, should set up a separate organisation,

but he maintained that the Caribbean Labour Congress
should be a congressof bona fide trade unions and insisted
tha the trade union funds should not be used
indiscriminately to support political organisations, that trade
union funds should be for trade unions. He was very
exacting about that. He wanted the two organisations to
operate with their integrity intact. Persons could aly
themselves with the organisations, but he wanted to see
them as separate and distinct ingtitutions.

| think the thing that comes over most about Hugh
Springer is that he was not a person caught up with al the
various "isms'. He was a pragmatist. He believed in
efficiency. Quite frankly | see a lot of him in a lot of
people in this Parliament who play prominent roles,
leadership roles, and so on. Even though they know what
their mgjor objectives are for the masses of peoplein this
country, they do not feel they have to saddle themselves
with al the "isms'. They have a strong philosophy and a
strong ideology of service, but they do not get bogged
down in all those names that are so divisive, that
sometimes when you come down to really definingthemin
terms of what they are supposed to achieve, not what the
rhetoric is, there is very little differencein al of them. Sir
Hugh was a pragmatist, he believed in doing what had to
be done on behdf of the masses of the people.

| believethat his understanding of "themasses™ would
have cut across colour, would have cut across class, he
would have considered the masses to be the "most" people,
those who shared common factors and common
characteristics. Once you identify with that group, then you
belong to the masses. It had nothing to do with whether
you were white, coloured or black, it had nothing to do
with whether you were poor or what some people would
have called middle class in those days, because reading the
same Clennell Wickham he made it very clear that in the
1930’s and 40’s there were about 20 classes in Barbados.
A carpenter did not thi nk he belonged to the same class as
achauffeur and therewere all sortsof distinctionsbased on
what your job was. The colour gradations were very, very
grong in those days. All of the progressive leaders
recognised that did not make sense. You needed persons
who had the standing in the community that would remove
these gradations and bring people together.

For instance, when you had the development of the
Workers Union, the clerks wanted to be by themselves.
They formed the Clerks' Union. They would have been
middle class "brown skinned" people. Persons like Sir
Hugh Springer and Frank Walcott worked very hard to
integratethem into the Barbados Workers' Union under the
banner of labour. They were al workers, whether they
were using their intellectual powers or mental powers or
hands. But again this would not be expressed in a dogmatic
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way and not in the way that Marx would talk about the
lump and proletariat and the bourgeois, et cetera. They
would not have supported thet kind of characterisation.

The other area | would like to talk about in terms of
Sir Hugh’s contribution, as the Honourable Member for .
Joseph said, was in reldion to his role as a builder of the
Union: drafting the Congtitution, the rules and regulations,
meking sure that they went before the Registrar and were
accepted. He was the person who st about purchasing the
headquarters building, looking after the legd agpects. Sir
Grantley Adams was the Mosss, as they cdled him, the
platform manager, the politician par excellence. Jedlous of
his power, and guarding it down theline, any chalenger
being brushed asde and desroyed, but it wes Hugh
Springer who was the builder. 1t was Hugh Springer who
wes the negotiator. When the dockers were brought in, it
was Hugh Springer who went down there and ensured thet
for the docks he got thefirst agreement. In thefoundrieshe
got agreements, thus building up a record. If you go now
to the Reports of the Labour Department from Year One
right down, you can see the wok of Hugh Springer,
agreementscoming dl the time at you. Idess like Holiday
With Pay, making sure that they were negotiatedinto being
before they became law, and so on. He has|left us arecord
o Minutes, for indance; he understood the necessity o
keeping Minutes, he kept them bound, because they are
vauable, historica documents. One can fed his presence
in the Minutes, the kind o work that he did.

Jugt asit was Wickham who fogtered Springer, it wes
Springer who fostered Frank Wal cott, who nurtured Frank
Walcott’s genius. | know there has dways bemn a close
relationship between thoseindividua s, one besad on mutual
admiration and respect. When Springer decided thet he was
going to leave Babedos to take up wok with the
University, there were some people who felt that he wes
betraying the labour movement, some people who felt he
should not have done it, but here was a men who saw a
movement in a very broad sense. He saw education as part
d that movement and he felt he hed a role to play in
moving people by quantum leaps forward through the
inditution of the University, through higher education. But
he said he could &fford to go at thet time because he knew
that he was leaving Frank Wa cott behind. He knew. why
he hed brought Frank in. Even in those days when he hed
to go dff to the Asquith Commisson in the 1940’s, on the
planning sessions, Frank Walcott hed to be filling in for
hm as wel as Hilton Coulson who died lagt year. He
knew thet there was someonethere to take up and continue
his work.

110 p.m.

When he came badk to Barbedos in the 1950s, the
Heedquartersat the corner o Nelson and Fairchild Streets
hed been revamped by Sir Frank but he wes the person

who was responsble for its purchase. He gave a short
higory of hisinvolvement in the trade union movement. He
noted that when he was on theldedf Man on vacation and
he heard about the disturbanceshere heredlised thet he hed
to becomeinvolved, and when Grantley Adams came up to
England he wes there ready to meet and tdk with hm. He
thought that the contributionsaf the unionin theearly days
were to improvethe dignity of the black man, to give him
some pride in himsdf and a place a the teble.

Again, when we opened Solidarity House in 1983 he
weas the person who wes invited to ddiver the festure
address. Whenever he wes cdled upon by the present
Generd Secretary - and he was invited veary often to come
to our functions - he was dways there. In fact, | missed
him this May Day, but he was therethe last time around
and his only concern was that he wanted a ride home "'l
am going to make sure | get there but can you arrangef a
me to get back home?' That was his only concern. It had
nothing to do with the state of his hedlth becausehe wesin
fact a committed and dedicated trade unionist.

| ek to his role in the trade union movemen.
There is much that can be said about his role in politics
and hisrole in education because, as | said, | believe thet
he perceived his role in the labour movement as being
broad and varied. He did nat believe that he would be hdd
into any oneingitution. He hed a tremendous contribution
tomeke Asl sad, | bdievetha alot of uscan learn from
his life, his very quiet dignity that he represented in his
being.

| believe that therear e severa young people who are
sufferingin this country because they do not know enough
about these builders and these Structures. | believe very
grongly in the force and power of persondlities, livingand
dead. | believe very srongly thet when we have waking
among us some veary powerful persons who contribute to
our country that we should nat try unnecessarily to &vaue
their contributions. In the same wey | fed that when we
have personslike Sir Hugh Springer and Clennell Wickham
and CharlesDuncan O’Neale andd| of thosethat we must
not meke the eror in beieving thet because we know
about them that our children do.

Thereisadark holein recent history. People will tell
you about the Arawaks and the Caribs and d| the pioneers
and buccanears - a lot of widked people, murderers who
have been held up to us as heroes, dl the ones that came
down and destroyed. But the ones who have built and
achieved we do not sufficiently modify our curriculum in
atimey wey that people get to learn about them.

Itistimewetaked| the Drakesand Hawkins and all
d them doff the school curriculum and put on the Adams,
the Springers and the Walcotts and so on. We have to
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start writing our own history. You can call us revisionist
historians, but thetruth isthet countries have dways usad
higory to dominate the minds of others. All of usin this
Chamber came up knowingabout Joan of Arcand Horence
Nightengdeand d| sortsof foreign peopleand we have to
be rewriting and recreating ourselvesas we get older but in
doing that, we haveto do alot of unlearning and taking on
new figures that we have to follow. | believethet people
like Sr Hugh, as soon as possble, we have to get the
information on him and nake them availableto our school
children 0 thet they can have the gppropriate modes to
follow.

It is not a pleasure to be speaking on this occason
because we are al sorry about the passing of a very grest
men. | th rk that dthough dl of us havenot spoken | think
thet al of us gppreciatethat we are coming to the end o
an era. Some vay redly great persons are passing and |
think weadl know in herethat we have a respongiility thet
when our time comes thet at least those wordsthet will be
said might not match what may be said about those who
have gone because they lived in different eras, but at leest
we hope that as we build we dways keep in mind the
foundation that hes been laid by those before us

| fully support this Resolution. He wes a very grest
person and we extend our degpest condolences to his
family. Thank you.

Mr. LeR. TROTMAN: Mr. Spesker, somewhere a
long time ago some poet suggested that the lives o great
men remind us that we can make our lives sublime, and
departing, wecan leave behind usfootprintsin the ssnds o
time | believe thatthe previous spesker who judt took his
seat hes been making reference to the need thereisfor us
to uee the occason d  the lives o persons like Sir Hugh
Springer to set outt he ki nds of footprints which will guide
the wey for the youth of today and thase children whoare
yet unborn as we endeavour to set the path for our country.

| am sure that much has been said by the previous
peskers regarding the life and the timesdf Sir Hugh, and
| would nut wish to delay the proceedingshereby trying to
go over what has been sad before but | would think it
would be necessary for me to meke some comments
because o the peculiar Stuation which exigts in that Sr
Hugh wes the first Generd Secretary of the Barbados
Workers Union and today it is nmy lot to serve in that

position.

As| met Sr Hugh and dedlt with him | have gathered
two very important aspects o his life which | would wish
to record here. One has to do with what | consder to be
his concern for heding rather then his concern for
gpportioning blame. | remember, for example, when he wes
first gopointed as Governor-Generd that there wes a

concern between the Barbados Workers Union and the
Suger Indudtry over the settling of a dispute, and Sir Hugh
was able because o his concern for hedling, even though
he had not been directly brought into the picture, to use his
good offices to effect heding between the parties and
thereby avert indudtrid didocation.

Today | refer to much more than that. | refer to his
ongoing concern that there should be a heding in the
interest o higtory, in the interest d two organisaions
which he served faithfully, organisationswhich dearly hed
gone into different directions to the extent thet the picture
o Sr Grantley Adams hed been taken down from the
buildings of the Barbados Workers Union. | recdl his
concern for seeing that thet picture weas reestablished and
his often repeat ed question asto when and why insofar as
that was concerned.

| am plessed to say today thet thanks to theeffortsd
aformer member of this Parliament and aformer Minister
d the Crown, Mr. Lionel Craig, we now have a portrait
from which we are meking a copy and as soon as that copy
iscompletedby the Brooks Latouche firm of photographers
we shal be having a Smple ceremony a which we shal
have Sr Grantley's portrait again grace the wadls of the
Heedquartersdf the Barbados Workers Union.

My one regret, Mr. Spesker, is that though | have
been working at this for some time, | was not able to
completeit in sufficient time that Sir Hugh could have seen
it in hisown lifetime.

120 p.m.

Hs scond concern, | think, was that for the
Caribbeanvison. As an Assgant General Secretary o the
Caribbean Labour Congress, his vison wes for a sngle
Caribbean people and he fought very hard to bring that
about. It is my view that long after he ceased to srve as
the Assgtant Generd Secretary of the Caribbean Labour
Congress, and indeed, as the Generd Secretary o the
Barbados Workers Union, that he continued to wak
towardsthesinglenessof our peopleswithin the region. We
can see much o hiswork as we move from one levd of
dtanment to another which was geared towads
recognisng the oneness in,our backgrounds and in our
aspirations trying to affect unity.

Today the organisstion which succeeded the
Caribbean Labour Congress is ill working towards
integration, that is to sy the Caribbean Congress d
Labour. We are digtressed to find thet that vison d an
integrated Caribbean is gill yet to be redised. | think it
must have been asourcedof sadnessto peoplelike Sir Hugh
and those other architects of Caribbean oneness that, even
though we were in the vanguard of this before other
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gdups of people, others have been able to reach some
measure 0 understanding and accord, and we are ill in
the process of dedling in the fringesand have not yet been
able to get down tothe fundamentas.

Mr. Speaker, Sir Hugh adminigtered the Barbados
Workers Union for six years, between 1941 and 1947
organisng that indtitution and building it and setting the
structuresand framework withint he organisation which has
given it a permanency and a level of maturity the isthe
envy of severd other organisations, politica, culturd and
socid around the region.

When once Sir Hugh hed passad on to another level
of employment the mantle fell to Sir Frank Wacott who
remained Generd Secretary for morethen 40 years What
we thereforehave is an organisation which, dthough more
than 50 yearsold, has had only three General Secretaries
in the personsaof Sir Hugh Springer, Sir Frank Wl cott and
mysdf. | think that is because there has been tha
continuity in the first two thet the organisation has
managed to wesether the storm.

| think, Mr. Spesker, that we have, as we look back
at our organisation's achievement, to ensurethat we honour
persons like Sir Hugh Springer. It is my plan to have an
gopropriate tribute paid to Sir Hugh and an gppropriate
honour established by the BarbadosWorkers Union to the
work thet he has done in that particular department. We
have at this Sage to gain the permisson of his family
before we can mcke any appropriate Statement in that
regard; but | would wish to say that the Executive Council
o the Barbados Workers Union has, in fact, directed me
to meke such gpproaches and in the fullnessof time we
hope to be able to honour hm in a way thet befits the
contribution that he has made to the life of the working
men and the working women in this country.

Thefootprintsd personslike Sr Hugh Springer are
footprints which can guide those of us who aso aspire to
contribute and to make our efforts as vigourously as we
can sothat when our time comes persons mey dso be able
to say of usthet we have fought a good fight and that we
have contributed in making our little corner a better and
brighter place.

| thank you, Sir.

Mr. D. A. C. SMMONS: Mr. Spesker, | just wish
briefly to be assodated with the sentiments that have been
expresed. | remember Sr Hugh from about age 9.
Whenever he was in Barbados from Jamaica he dways
mede it a point o privatesocia dutiesto vist my parents.

My father had been in due cour se involved with him and
Grantley Adamsint he daysleading to theformation o the
Barbados Labour Party. | remember him visgting usin St
Philip where we lived a Dodds at the time on many
occasionsbetween 1949 and certainly, 1958. Indeed, there
exigts a number of photographs in the family dbum that
my mother hasof his children and my parents children as

younggters together.

I mat hm then, of course, when | was a Sudent in
London and he would visit from time to time. On hisown
| met him with Grantley Adams It was my fortune for
about four yearson the trot to take around Grantley Adams
in London, particularly from the Charing Cross Hotd
where he stayed, to the West Indies Students Centre to
address Weg Indian sudents eech year that Sir Grantley
cameon his way to Genevatothe ILO medtings

Of course it is obvious thet the personditiesdf the
two men were markedly different. Sir Grantley wes essy to
talk to and essy to get on with and Sir Hugh, as the
HonourableMember for . Joseph said, was at first alittle
gem of mien and could be off-putting. But he hed the
facility to enable you to rddlax and in his quiet dignified
way to share his experiences with anyone who wes
intereted. In talking to im and Sir Grantley — of course,
hes played a vay important role as a capitaist in my
interestin politics. | make no bonesabout it, Sir. Cummins,
Adams and Springer were for me heroes as a boy a
schooal. | joined the Labour Party in 1957 while still a boy
at school which as much was due to ther influence as
perhaps due to my interest in politicsat the time.

| an told, Sir, that he was not at the Bar long enough
to have made his mak as one of the leadersin lav but
undoubtedy he mede his mark as an organizer and as a
person committed to the development of the poor people of
Barbados, the depressed and oppressed peoplesdf Barbados
o the 1930s and 1940s.

| hear today statementsthet thelifeand times, and the
lifeand work of people like himsdf and Adams should be
committed in an historica document, a book, or whatever,
that those behind us and the youth of this country should
be enabled to know of the contributions. That is a worthy
ided. | hope it will come to pass. | have ny doubts
because the recent hisory o Barbados has been dearly
amed at snuffing out any contributionwhich people of the
Labour Party made from the recorded history of Barbados.
If thereisachangeof heart, | said | hear it. | do not ligten
to it. Since "Fab" Hoyos wrate the book "Some Eminent
Contemporaries' nobody has ventured - that must be going
on to 30 years now - 1o record even in a basc wey the
contributions of so many people who have contributed to
the public devdopment of Babados. | hae




491(

gpoken in hereon thison at least 2 occasons before. | am
not repeeting it today. It isa matter of greet regret but thet
ishow weare, as a people. We are still immature Weare
still unwilling to accept, in times of deeth, to Spesk the
truth about people who have made significant contributions
to this country. We have succeeded in diendting in young
people and indeed the younger people from having an
interest in public affairs.

1.30 p.m.

Those who atended the funerd of Wynter Crawford
would have to fed thoroughly ashamed of the turnout of
people at that funerd of a men who for whatever his
politica antagonism wes a builder d Barbados. He mede
agreat contribution. We saw it too at the funerd of M. E
Cox. Yau could hardly fill achurch. That is because we
have behaved in herein the political divide over the years
from 1961 onwards. There has been an dttitude of
destruction. It has been done on both sides and we have
tom down the work, we have ridiculed the personditiesand
we are regping the whirlwind now with a terrible reection
againg public figures.

| jus wish tosay, Sir, thet | have been afriend o the
Springer family and particularly the children. We havebeen
very close over the years not in the last 4 or 5 years but
prior to that and | know that the family hes suffered
tremendoudy by this lossand other recent degths. | would
wigh, on bendf of my family, to place on record ny
sincere condolences and degpest sympathy to the Springer
family.

Mr. O. S ARTHUR: Mr. Spegker, Sir, it might very
wel be the case tha there have been Barbadians this
century who have, in individud fields of endeavour, made
a more lagting contribution to this country's development
then Sr Hugh Worrell Springer. | think thet when our
higory is faithfully recorded it will have to show thet
certanly thiscentury thereis no Barbadian who has, in as
may fiedds, made a more monumentd nor a more
enduring contribution to this country's development then
Sr Hugh. In the course of alifetime Sir Hugh contributed
to the formation of the Caribbean's oldest political Party
which has endured and continues to endure. He assisted in
a pivotd wey in the establishment of one o this regions
oldest labour movements and he has mede a monumenta
contribution to the formation o this region's only
Universty. | believe that when one analyzes the breadth of
this contribution his role in our nationd affairs assumes a
sgnificance that has been assumed by that o Thomas
Jefferson in the United States of America given the scope
o theeffort and therichnessdf the reauit.

| believe that Sr Hugh Springer stands out in our
higory not only in terms of his contribution in his many
fieldsbut in the stark quality of excellence that he brought

toall o the mte's in which he was involved. | certainly
remember im even in his infirmities being ramrod,
dignified and deporting himsdf in amanner that could only
cause persons Who saw him to recognize that in him there
wes the expresson of grestness

I, asayoung politician, was the beneficiary of mery
o hiscourtesies, Sir. It would dways be one of my fond
remembrances that the fird letter thet | received when |
wasdected tothe postiond Leader of the Oppositionwas
a handwritten note of encouragement from Sir Hugh
Springer. 1 a so mugt say for the records that onthe Easter
Sunday before he died he spared the effort, even in his
infirmitiesat the time, to offer mewords of encouragement
when | dtended, as | infrequently do, services that he
frequently attended a St. Peter's Parish Church.

Hiswasa lifedf undiluted excelencein the nationd
interest. He deser ves to ber enentoer ed as oneof the truly
gret men of this country in this and any century on the
strength of what he has done to build indtitutions that have
endured, ingtitutions that have touched the lives of the
peopled thiscountry, dl d usfor the better.

| believethat thiscountry has suffered a messveloss
and that we ought, properly, to recognize the loss that we
have suffered. And on thisoccason speaking on behdf of
theBarbadosL abour Party which will stand eternally in his
debt, | wart to expressthe gratitude of the family of the
Barbados Labour Party for the life and the work of Sir
Hugh Worrdl Springer and his contribution to the building
d our inditution. | want an behdf of the membersof nry
Party al 50 to record our gratitudefor the work that he did
asa Mamber o our Paty in this Paliament. And | want
a0 on behdf of the Members of the Barbados Labour
Paty to extend our sympathies to his relatives and his
friends

| am obliged to you, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: | do asxociate mysdf with the
tributes paid this morning to such a great $atesman and
late Governor-General Sir Hugh Springer.

As | ligened to the Honourable Member for st.
Thomas | think he was expressingthe view thet peopleLike
mysdf find it difficult to meke comments on such persons
due to the lack o thet kind of information to help you to
foom an opinion 0 to speek. My brief comment this
morning has nothing to do with my gratitude towards the
tributes paid this morning but | certainly will associate
mysdf with them.

On behdf o ny family and mysdf | wart to extend
my sympathy to them. | should dso invite you, as the
custom s, to sand for one minute's slence as a mak
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of respect and passng of this Resolution which | will
ingtruct the Clerk to pass on to the family.

Please stand.

The House stood in silencefor one minute.

ORAL REPLIES TO QUESTIONS

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: Mr. Speaker, | want to give
notice that the Reply to Question No. 83 asked by the
Honourable Member for St. Michad South East is ready.
140 p.m.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS FOR THE ADJOURNMENT
OF THE HOUSE ON MATTERS OF URGENT
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

Mr. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg to give
notice o my intention to ask the leave of this House to
move the adjournment of the House for the purpose of
discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance. |
understand the Clerk to say that permisson has dready
been given by you for this mation to proceed, Sir, and at
the appropriate time as set out in the Standing Ordersor at
such earlier time as the House may think fit | shall wish to
proceed with my notice.

Mr. SPEAKER: In confirmation of wha the
Honourable Member has said, | have received his request.
| have considered it and deemed it proper under the
rdevant Standing Order. May | say that Members should
read their Standing Orders in respect of this matter. | am
not sure the House will go to 6.30 but | an assuming that
if leave is granted then the allotted time of 2/, hours will
be permitted. At the same time | wat to remind
Honourable Members as well, Standing Order 35 limitsa
Member to 20 minutes of debate so that if the 2'/, hours
are expended without all Members speaking, that motion
comes to an end. | also want to say as well that we are not
debating a motion as such as is the cusomary style but we
are debating a motion for the adjournment hence one does
not expect a vote at the end of the debate.

The motion itsalf requires the leave of the House. It
appearsto me thereis no objection. If thereis no objection
then it will be.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: | did not hear what you said,
Srr.

Mr. SPEAKER: What | am saying is that the
Honourable Member is seeking the leave of the House and
therefore the House is required to give that leave. | have

concluded what | said and therefore await the House,
whether there is any objection or not for the mation.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES. Mr. Speaker, | want to
suggest here that the 2Y, hours after the luncheon
resumption should be devoted to debating the particular
matter of which | have no knowledge and which the
HonourableLeader of the Opposition made reference, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: That iswhy | said very early it isnot
like the regular resolution. It issomething that crops up and
the House deals with it as it comes up. It is a matter
dealing with t he water situation in Barbados.

There seems to be no objection and from my
understanding the House will debatet he matter after lunch.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: Mr. Speaker, | am going to
move, Sir, the suspension of Standing Orders Nos. 6, 16,
20, 42(5), 43 and 44 for the remainder of the dtting.
Normaly, Sir, | would suspend Standing Order No. 18 but
18 contrals, in a way, that particular matter 0 the
suspension of that | will not now move, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Mr. SPEAKER: If thereis no objection the Leader of
the House is introducing that Question Time be now taken.

QUESTION TIME

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St
Michad South East.

Mr. DeL. O. BRADSHAW: Question No. 83 readsas
follows.

To ask the Minister of Labour, Public Works, Community
Development and Sports:

1. Is the Miniser aware that 1t Avenue East
Terrace, Wildey, St. Michadl isimpassable dueto
flooding whenever heavy rain falls?

2. If the answer is yea, will the Minister state how
00N appropriate action will be taken <o aleviate
the problem?

Hon. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, in response to the
questions asked at No. 83, the answer to the first question
is yes. The answer to the second quegtion is, the Ministry
has dug a new well and the problem has been rectified.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Supplementaries. There are no
supplementaries.

SUSPENSION

Hon. P. M. GREAVES. Mr. Speaker, in that case |
am going to move that the House be suspended until 3.00
p.m. today.

| beg to second that, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division and Mr. SPEAKER suspended the stting
accordingly.

150 p.m.

RESUMPTION

Mr. SPEAKER: This dtting is resumed. The
Honourable Member for S. Peter.

Mr. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg to move
the adjournment of the Housefor the purposedt discussing
a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely the
crisis which has developed and continues to worsen parti-
cularly since this House last met in the water resourcesof
Barbados which are supplied mainly through the Barbados
Water Authority. Sir, if | may giveafocusand a direction
and a sense of urgency and a relevance to the debate, |
want to establish the basis upon which the Opposition is
asking this Housetto treat this metter as a definite matter of
urgent public importance.

My chief reasons for seeking leave for this debate
under Standing Order 18 have to do with the fact that:

(1) Public statements by the officids of the
Barbados Water Authority have established the following
as the functional position of that Authority. So that it is
now unable to provide or to maintain full water supply
throughout Barbados.

(2) Thevolumeaf water passing through its system
is extending beyond the absolute limits of the Authority's
capecity to service demands even if all of its equipment
was fully in service and the water reserves were a high
levels.

(3) Severd reservoirsare now beow the minimum
levelsrequired for everyday purposesand someare without
water.

(4) For severd areas of Barbadosin which persons
are experiencing continual and prolonged water shortages,
the Authority can presently offer no relief and no
improvement in service.

(5) Large numbers of water mains in many arees
need urgently to be renewed.

(6) Immediate provison must be meade for
substantial capital investmentin equipment and exploration.

(7) Thereis an immediate need to drill new wells
and to provide additional storage and pumping facilities.

(8) There is substantial continuous loss of water
through lesk seepage, much of which has not been traced
nor definitively calcul ated.

(99 The supply of portable water in adequate
quantitiesbeing crucia to good hedlth, the availability o
water for domestic purposes being vital to general well-
being, and the need for reliable water services for
agricultural, industriad and commercid purposes being
critical to the economy - all of these segmentsaf concern
are increasingly under the greatest threst from actual and
projected failure of our water supply.

(10) The sudden development of the water crigs in
Barbados beyond natural causes such as the shortage of
rainfall is such that prompt emergency action to be led by
the Barbados Water Authority in productive efforts is an
unqudified imperative.

Mr. Speaker, my preamble establishesand recognizes
that there is an aspect of the water problem in Barbados
which has obvioudy to do with the fact tha we are
experiencing and havebeen experiencinga shortage d rain
and a one in a fifteen-year drought in this country. But it
would be a tremendouserror for the Government to believe
that the problem is a problem only of the shortaged rain
and aonein a fifteen year drought. There are many dis
trictsin Barbados predominantly in St. Thomas, . Joseph,
St. Andrew and St. Peter and to a lesser extent in mogt of
the other parishesin this idand where shortageof water is
proving to be a nightmare in the households. There are
aressin rural Barbados where people have not been ableto
enjoy a water servicefor two months despite the fact that
they continueto pay their bills. Beyond that, Mr. Speaker,
it is a matter of fact that the ground water capacity o
Barbadosis now approaching the limit where the Barbados
Water Authority is not now in a postion to satisfy the
increased demand that has grown in recent years. More to
the point, Sir, there is now no water reserve cushion such
that plans can be made satisfactorily for the expansion o
this economy without the shortage of water representing
itself as a mgor copstraint to this country's development.

| make those two points early in my presentaion
because there is both a short-term crisis that has to be
addressed which represents itself in the form of human
auffering and there is a medium crisis and a long-term
crisisthat has to be addressed which manifests itsdf in the
fact that for the first time in our history the availability
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of an adequate supply of weater can represent itsdf as one
o the chief congraints to the expanson of our economy
and our cgpacity to meet the basc needsdf this country. It
behoves us asa House, Mr. Spesker, to recognize thet both
agects o this problem have smultaneoudy to be
addressed. The problem of the immediae rdief to the
nightmare that is being faced by people must be addressed
now and must be addressed by way o innovativesolutions
that seem unfortunately to be beyond the imagination of the
Govemment and the Babados Water Authority. In
addition, we want to impress upon this House that the
dilly-dallying by Government in relation to the articulation
of aserious water policy thet can ensurethe people of this
country that for the long-term our progress as a nation will
not be held back the lack of water and that dilly-dallying
must be brought to an end by forcing the Government in
the course o this debate to aticulate a forthcoming
programme for the development of the water resources in
ananner the has not been forthcoming from Govemment.

This debate is urgent aso because Members on this
dde over the course of the last few months brought the
extent of the water crisis to Government's attention. It isa
metter of public record that as early as February the
Member for St. Thomas brought to the attention of this
House the problems tha were being experienced by
persons in his congtituency in relation to the supply o
waer. In the Etimates debate as wdl we on this Sde
sought to impress upon Government that the Estimates
themsdves were reflecting a lack of public commitment to
gpend money on what we perceived of at thet time as one
o our mapr socio-economic problemsaf the development
o our weter sysem in the context o the Stuation in which
it was finding itsdlf. In the Budget debate again, Members
on this side particulaly the Member for St. Thomas and
the Member for the City referred to the crisis in graphic
termg in the hope thd by dramatizing the shameful
condition that action would have been taken, but no action
has been taken. We believeto the extent thet the Situation
hes worsened since those pleadings were mede by the
Opposition the we have now to bring this metter to some
successful conclusion by having it occupy the atention of
Parliament as adefinite matter of urgent publicimportance.

| an obliged to you, Sir, for recognizingwhet &l the
res of Barbados recognizes thet there is no matter in
Barbados now that is as urgent or definite nor as desarving
d public atention as the action that is necessary to meke
sure that this country’s water supply is safe, rdigbleand o
aquality or quantity that can ensure us the maintenance of
the slandard of living that we have come to enjoy and that
we want to perpetuate in this country.
3.15 p.m.

| want to talk about the two aspectsd the problem as
| undergand them. Thereis a nightmare being faced by a

large number d people, particularly in the countryside of
Barbados, because wha you and | have become
accustomed to and continue to enjoy, an adequate supply
o waeter, isno longer being afforded to them. Many of the
effortstaken by the Water Authority to solvethe problem
aretotdly inadequate, dow, have not been imaginative and
the Stuationfaced by persons in all the areas can no longer
be put on t he back burner. In fact, Mr. Speaker, | want to
go as far as to say that those personsin the digtricts who
have faced a water crisisfor the last three months should
be given rebates by the Barbados Weter Authority on the
bass that they have pad for a service they have not
received. | believe that justice would be preserved and
maintained in this country if people were given back the
money they pad tothe Water Authority for a service they
did not receive, and | an udng the opportunity of this
debate to cal for that as an indication of Government's
goodwill in the matter.

The broader problem awaits us as a nationd priority.
The fact of the matter is that this country has hed a
Stuation in which the Barbados Water Authority has not
since 1985 been publishing annua reports. One spesks
therefore about the Stuation facing that Authority with
referenceonly to sketchy information thet is provided here
and there. That Stuation hes to stop. The first part of
planning the development of our water resources is the
indtitutiona development of the Water Authority, such thet
its financid affairs, its resource management affairs, its
personnd affairsare put in afashion that would satisfy this
Parliament thet the Authority isdf a character that one can
identify is the form other public utilities in this country
have assumed.

There are may important aress o the Barbados
Waer Authority thet are shameful. As far back as 1979
there was a lesk detection programme put in place by a
company caled Binney thet has been discontinued. The
daff that was assigned to that programme was reallocated
to other purposes within the Barbados Water Authority.
Today the Barbados Water Authority is not in a postion to
tell us what proportion of the weter problem hes bemn
caused by leskage, precisaly because a programme that
should have bean centrd to its activities was minimised,
and in many respects cannibalised.

Mr. Spedker, the use df the finances o the Barbados
Water Authority is dso a matter that has engaged the
atention of this House. Weon this Sde want to pressagain
for the financia resourcesdf the Water Authority nat to be
locked up in Government Treasury Bills and Government
Debentures, but to be deployed, as they should be, to
finance the capitd development progranme o the
Authority.

The bottom line, however, is that the ground water
cgpacity of Barbedos is now estimated at some 45 miillion
gdlons per day, and mog of that ground weter capecity
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is dready committed, or
planned for.

its future use is dready

There are many developments crucid to Barbados
development in the future that will be water intensive.
Among them i s thedevelopment of the tourist industry. On
present course Barbadoshas to think in termsat some stage
of accommodating at least 600 000 persons a year. Our
economic development planning, therefore, must now be
infused with some element of water resource development
planning, if plansto have 600 000 long-stay tourigt arrivals
are not to be compromised.

The urbanisation of Barbados,the building of homes
in this country, is a matter that cannot be put on the back
burner. It is to be anticipated that as these development
programmes are put in place the demands on an aready
strained resource system will become even grester.

We are dso being told, Mr. Spesker, of plans to
broaden the facilities available to tourism in the form of
golf courses. The Government needs to gpeek directly to
the issue as to the extent to which those particular
initigtives the Government deems to be important in
broadening our tourism appea can be redlised in the
context of the existing water situation, and if they cannot
be made comfortable with the water Situation, what
dternative plans does the Government have in place in
order to give effect to the policies it has enunciated?

At the heart of this matter, however, istherole of the
Barbados Water Authority and the obvious ingtitutional
chaosthat has been alowed to take place at that indtitution
since 1986. This House cannot be satisfied with the fact
that a Statutory Board in this country, governed by law, has
not published an annua report since 1985. It is a scandal,
it isa shame and it is indicative obvioudy of thekind of
overal policy..

Mr. SPEAKER: | am going to indicate when the
Honourable Member has four minutes more to go. | think
he is bordering on that, so he would know how to adjust
what he has to say in the next five minutes.

Mr. O. S. ARTHUR: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As |
was saying, a the core of this debateis a sense of chaos
that has been operating at the Barbados Water Authority,
which represents in itsdf basicadly in the fact that a
statutory institution has not published an annua report
since 1985; asrepresented in the fact that important aspects
of the Authority's work, particularly matters such as
leakage, are areas in which there is no clear information,
athough theinformation is necessary for better planning to
take place. There has been alot o "if-ing" and "but-ing"

and "to-ing" and "fro-ing" by the DemocraticLabour Party
Government on water pricing, and this has been part of the
chaos. You will remember in 1986 the "if-ing" and
"but-ing" that took place immediately after the eections.
We can also remember the lack of direction in a decision
that took place two years ago on whether or not there
would be metering. It is policy chaos, ingtitutional chaos at
the Barbados Water Authority and at the centreof Cabinet
in relation to the Water Authority.

On this side we are charging as well, Mr. Spesker,
that the financial resources of the Barbados Water
Authority have not been used in a manner consistent with
the development of our water resources, and the time has
come for us to agree as a Parliament that that must be
changed. It has to do fundamentaly with Government's
policy. We are staggered that a lot of Government policy
having to do with the provision of socid services, having
to do with the broadening of our economic system and our
economicstructureshastaken placewithout being informed
by serious water assessment studies. As aresult akind o
haphazardnessis now about to enter into the execution of
our natiiona economic policies because of the haphazard
nature attendant upon the manner in which our water
resources have been developed and continue to be
managed. That, too, has to stop. But at theend of the day
this House has to be reminded that whatever else is said,
weter is a basc need and that the chief function of
Government in a civilised society must be to make sure
that people's basic needs are met. In this particular matter
- and my colleagues will address it very directly - the
Government seems to have abandoned a section of
Barbados in relation to meeting the basic needs o those
persons on a level that one can recognise as a civilised
minimum level. | would urge Membersof this Housewho
want to get for themselves thefedling to a full extent of the
problem that faces Barbadosto go to placeslike White Hill
and Hillaby and Indian Ground to see how Barbadiansare
suffering from the chaos of a Government that cannot put
at the centre of its consideration the meeting o
fundamental basic needs as the chief preoccupation of
civilised government in our country.

| am obliged to you, Sir.
3.25 p.m,

Dr. R. L. CHELTENHAM: Mr. Spesker, | rise to
support the Resolution before the Honourable House...

Mr. SPEAKER: It is redlly a motion.

Dr. R. L. CHELTENHAM: | am sorry, Sr. In
substance, it is much the same, but technicdly | will refer
toit aswhat it is amotion. | do so with deep concern for
the acute did ocation being experienced by largesections o
the Barbadian populdion as a result of a scarcity o
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waer. Almog all Barbadians are suffering the current
scarcity, but for some it is only a minor inconvenience,
occasond low pressure and very occasondly too the
absence of weter at the tap.

For meny people in S. Thomas and S. Peter and S
Joseph, particularly the western and northern part of St
Joseph, this water shortage hes resulted in a helish
experiencefor them and a mgor didocation o their lives.
| have often complained in this Parliament thet there are
two Barbadosand at the best of times many peopleinrural
Barbados get a disproportionately smdl share o the
resources. In bad times such as we are experiencing now,
there are many digtricts in Barbados that get no water at
all. | an referring t0 places like Mellowes Hill, Mdvin
Hill, Paks Dak Hole, S Sylvan's Village, Newton
Crescent and Bissex Housing Area and more recently the
digrict of Cambridgeto mention but a few.

In the case of Newton Crescent or Bissex Housing
Area they have not been having running water on other
then a mogt occasiond basis, like a dripping tgp from 3-5
oclock in the morning, for the last 3 months.

| repeat the submisson made by the Honourable
Leader of theOppostionthat itisnot fair to ask thosewho
are not receiving the service from the Barbados Weater
Authority of running water to be faced with monthly bills
accompanied by a notice which says, "Pay or be
disconnected.” Thereis nothing more unjust then thet. The
peoplear & not receiving the serviceand yet they are being
acked to pay and further they are being threstened thet if
they do not pay they will be disconnected.

| fee that there should be a mgor discount, a mgor
credit should begivento them and in Someinstances, they
should be repaid because they have not been enjoying the
service. |t isafact that the other utilities, Mr. Speaker, the
telephone company, for example, if you have hed your
service disconnected for a period and that is reported to the
telephone company they give you a credit for the period
that you are without your telephone. Equally, the same is
being done by the Barbados Light and Power and there is
no reason why the Barbados Water Authority shouldfail to
honour what is a just business practice. The fact that they
are a monopoly should meke no difference. If they do not
provide the service they should not expect to be paid for it.

If you are not charging the people, you should let the
people know; but thus far you have not told the people of
Barbedos that those who have not been receiving the
service are not expected to pay. | maintain that justice
demands that the peoplein rurd Barbadosin S. Joseph, in
S. Thomas, in . Andrew and St. Peter who have not been
getting ny water for the last 2-3 months should not be

expected to pay and thet the Minister should make that
clear by the time that this debate is conduded.

Now, water isanaturally occurring resourceon which
civilised life depends. There is no doubt about that, Mr.
Speaker, and over many years in this country we have
come to expect that if there is one thing that successve
governments in this country will do is to SO manage ad
preserveour water resources so that we will al be able to
rely on areiable and consstent weter service.

The experience of recent weeks have completely
shattered that notion and we have the very painful and
disturbing Stuetion in which people have been without
water for many weeks and the Government has shown
insensitivity in the way they have handled the situationand
in addition to that, they have not been ableto indicate to
the people who are suffering when this problem will come
to an end.

| reject the nation that the low rainfall for the year is
the prime cause o this problem. | an no expert, but it is
within my experiencethat thisis not the first time that we
have hed by mid-May littleor no rain. After al, our rains
come in May and rardly before and yet we have nat
experienced the problem o this scde in the past. There
mud be other factors to explain why it is that we are
having this problem on this scae and to this degree.

It ismy understanding, Mr. Speeker, that a minimum
d 2 million galons are being lost per day as a result o
leskages, as a result of the failured the Barbados Water
Authority to replace mains, pipes, as their useful life gpen
comestoan end. Itis my underganding thet the pumpsare
90 out-of-dateand in need of repair and the generatorstoo
that now that the water table has undersandably falen as
aresult of the absence o rain thusfar for the yeer thet the
mechanicd sysem is not able to lift the water.

Now if that is so, and the evidence seems to be that
itisso, it points to enormous maadministrationon the part
o the Barbados Water Authority and on tlie pat o the
Government. It mekes no sense to sy tha there is an
increase in the use o weater because it was dways
anticipated that there would have been a gradud and
consgstent increasein the use of water and to that extent, it
was expected that acompetent and efficient water authority
would have been keeping abreest o the demand.

3.35 p.m,

The evidenceis that the increaseis no more than 4%
a year and we should have been planning for thet. All of
our talk therefored carrying Barbados forward in the field
o diverdfication, in the fidd of additiond services in
tourism, golf coursesand in the field o more houses,
all d those promises would be idle promises, totaly

o o o o A
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miseading the people of Barbados, if simultaneousy we
are not making provison for an adequatesupply of water.
That is wha the Barbados Water Authority has failed to
do, and the Government of the day - because this is only
a problem that has arisen in the Democratic Labour Party
administration. If we do not have a reliable and adequate
supply of water, it means that we will be putting a bresk
on our own development and there will be a limit to how
far we in Barbados will be able to progress if we do not
have an adequate supply of water.

They tell me, Mr. Speaker, and | would like the
Honourable Minister to explain this, that the amount of
weater available for extraction in Barbados per day is
something like 45 million galons. | am also advised that
thedaily consumption is-about 30 million gallonsa day, 0
why isitthet with asurplusof 15 we are still experiencing
this distribution problem? Agriculture is not the answer
because agricultureis in decline in Barbados. There is no
agriculture, neither sugar agriculture nor non-sugar
agriculture.

Mr. Speaker, before | make some comments with
respect to what may be done to increase the supply and
what in particular ought to be done in relation to the
short-term needs of the people in rwd Barbados, may |
just say that there are two immediate concernsin addition
to the one we have mentioned about the need to credit the
people, or to insist that they do not pay for a service they
do not get. There are two additiona concerns.

The water tanks have been coming out sometimesas
late as midnight in places like Bissex, Mevin Hill,
Médlowes, Hillaby and 0 on, to name but a few digtricts.
The people ae given no notice, when the radio tations
would be happy as a public serviceto let the people know
that thetrucks will be coming out, let us say, between 9.00
oclock and 11.00 o'clock kindly make yourself available,
the route they will be taking is X and Y. No public
relations whatsoever is done and these tanks come out,
insofar as they come quite often a 12 midnight and 1.00
oclock in the morning. The people are given no notice.
Many of them are adeep and many of them miss the
opportunity to get water.

In addition, there have been occasions wWhen the taps
come back on dripping for two hours. often between 3.00
and 5.30 o'clock on mornings, occasiondly, not all the
time and here again the people are given no notice. They
are not told through radio announcements beforethey go to
bed, get up at 4.00 o'clock, 5.000'clock to teke advantage
of the hour or so when the running water would be
available.

Now, we do not have to go to Jesus College, Mr.
Speaker, to be able to address the public relation demands
of the situation. You do not have to be that learned and

educated to appreciate thet this is a basic requirement of
the moment. That is why | say that the Water Authority
and the Government have been approaching the problem
with atota insengitivity,an indifference,alack of care, but
for the people out there in rural Barbados who are
experiencing this problem it isred. It is nightmarish. It is
painful. It is disocating. It is something incomparable as
far as their experienceis concerned. The Minister has to
show that he is on top of the Stuation and that he can
indicate to the people what sort of relief they can expect
and when.

| am concerned about another matter relating to the
trucks. For a long time some of the trucks have broken
down, two of perhaps four. They have never cdled on the
Sugar Industry Ltd. at an early date. They never caled on
the Pine Hill Dairy at an early date. They never caled on
private owners of tanks, C. O. Williams and others, at an
early date, and not until recently have the Pine Hill Dairy
tanks been put at their disposa, a further illustration of the
insengtivity and indifferenceof which | spesk.

But something moreis happening, Mr. Speaker. Quite
often there are angry exchanges between the truck drivers
and the suffering residents with respect to where the trucks
should postion themselves to facilitate the suffering
residents. At times the truck drivers in anger refuse and
bypass cetain districts because of exchanges that t ook
place a few days before and there is nobody around to
supervise them.

On Saturday | took the matter in my hands and
directed some d them where to stop, and how long to stop
in placeslike Mevin Hill and Melowes. What | am saying
is that senior men in the Barbados Water Authority should
be out there on the ground helping to administer the
digtribution of the trucks. None of that is taking place. The
tragedy is that the Barbados L abour Party parliamentarians
have to be taking blows for what is essentialy a DLP
problem of maadministration.

Now, Mr. Speaker, 60 inches of rainfall in Barbados
on average...

Mr. SPEAKER: .Four more minutes.

Dr. R. L. CHELTENHAM.... can give us some 350
to 400 million gallons of water a day. The mogt of that
runs off and is evaporaied so that the amount that.
percolates and is filtered is no more perhaps than 55
million galons. These are the statistics available to me,
plus or minus maybe 5%. The point | am making is that
the water that fallsin the Scotland District is not converted
to domestic use. That is outside because of the specid
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geological structureof the coral formation of the country.
| concede thet it is going to be more expensive to take
advantageof that water thant o takeadvantage of the water
thet fallswithin the coral formation. But thetimehas come
when something has to be done in order to expand the
quantum of water availablefor daily use It meanswe have
to useethd water that is availablein the Scotland Didtrict.
Tosay that it isgoing to be an expensive propositionis not
to beginto addressthe problem. How much isit going to
cost and how much water we can add to the avalable
water supply if we use the water in the Scotland Didtrict?
They are among the solutionsthe Minister has to address
and | et the people know what advantages, at what costscan
be redlised from addressingthat particular issue

But in addition to that, the sheet water in Christ
Church whichis not of good enough qudlity to be used for
domestic purposes can be used for irrigation purposes on
awidespread scale and that has not been sufficiently used.
There ae 2 sources of water which can be used to the
advantage of the consuming public, one fér agricultural
purposes and one for domestic and other purposesin the
Scotland Digtrict. But there are perhaps medium-term and
long-term answers. What we wantt o hear out of thisdebate
from the HonourableMinister responsiblefor Public Vr ks
including water iS5 what is the Government going to do in
the days and weeks ahead to ensure that that nightmarish
experience which the people in rura Barbados are
experiencing becones a thing of the past? What is hegoing
to doto ensurethdt hopeis restored to those people and,
above all, that water begins to flow through the taps in
their homes? Weexpect him to give us answersbefore this
debateis concluded, Mr. Spesker.

345 p.m.

Mr. D. A. C. SMMONS: Mr. Spesgker, Sir, | am
gaeu for this debate. Errol Barow once said in this
House that sometimes if you do not beat your chest and
talk about the things that you have been doing you would
not get any credit for it and people would forget.

It wasin February this year that this problem of the
poor supply of water to rura Barbados was rased. |
brought it in here. Thankfully the Advocate newspaper on
pege 2 following that day carried a vast spread of whet |
hadto say. The CBC-TV, despite any criticisms| had for
them — each time| have spoken in hereand | have spoken
3 times between February and March 30 on this - has
caried the Labour Party's postion and the position
particularly in relation to &t. Thomas. St. Thomaswas very
badly affected as far back as February and by the time we
had come to Estimates the Honourable Members for St.
Joseph and St. George South dso highlighted the problems
of their congtituenciesin here. This side ventilated the
problems from early. On March 30 in my contribution to
the Budget Debate | said these words:

"I want this Government to hear now that | am
cdling on them, to reduce the rates on weter bills o
the personsin those districtswho have been suffering
not a diminution but loss of service for the past 2
months. | goeek of my congtituents from Welches,
Warrens, Shop Hill, Edgehill, Welchman Hal, Porey
Spring. All of those areas where we have not hed a
proper water service and my congtituents are till
going to be asked, at theend of the month, to pay a
bill. I am asking the Minister to consder, if
necessary, give a directive to the Barbados Water
Authority to go and look at those areas, evaluate the
matter and see if relief cannot be brought to those
people. It is unfar to ask them to pay the same rate
not having received a service as those who have
received a full service during the period.”

That was March 30. More than 6 weeks have passed.

| have not heard the Minister responsible respond to
that call for a rebate on the hills of the people who have
not been recelving a water service. | heard him dtting
down from his seet trying to suggest that he might do it. |
want a clear statement later on today, Sir. | asked for this
since March 30. The Leader has reiterated today and the
Honourable Member for St. Joseph. That is the view of the
public too because last weesk | saw on televison a night, |
think the peoplewere being interviewed in Apes Hill, there
wereabout 7 of them, and to a man each one said, "Weare
not getting any water, we are not paying any bills" | want
them to know that if the Water Authority gets so drunk as
to put them in court | would go and represent them free.

The reasons have been explained why we feel thet a
rebate should be given. Other utilitiesdo it. It is time thet
this utility the Water Authority comes under some scrutiny.
| am not saying put them under the Public Utilities Board
Act but they may have to be regulated. Because their
conduct in the past 8 years has been nothing short o a
disgrace. Thereis an Act, Cap. 274A which in Section 25
mandates not any discretion, it says they mugt:

"The Board must as soon as practicable after the end
of each financid year and in any event not later then
5 months after the end of that year, submit to the
Minister a report containing, in respect of the
Authority.

(a) a detaled account of its activities during the
preceding year; and

a statement of its audited accounts.”

They should be laid in here and published in the Gazette.
For 8 years they have refused to comply with Section 25.
They cannot comply with the lawv and want people to pay
their bills for not getting the service. They must be
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joking. The human suffering that has been occasioned to
peoplein rural Barbadosdoes not need any expansionfrom
me. My 2 colleagues have spoken eloquently about it. |
have drawn it to this House's attention. | have been calling
the Water Authority. As soon as | get callsat my home
particularly from people in various parts of . Thomas|
cal and beg them to send atark. It isclear, from what the
HonourableMember for St. Joseph has highlightedthat the
incompetence of the Authority has prevented them from
developing even a smple public relations programme.

Thisisacriss. It has to be fought and managed like
a crisgs. Thus the Honourable Member for St. Joseph is
saying that there should be proper advertisement on
televison, if necessary, certainly on radio as to the hours
when tankers would be availablein variousdistrictsso that
people can be aerted to receive the service. But they have
not even been able to manage that far less a capitd
programme.

| would want the Minister to answer, in relation to S.
Thomas, and tell me how many new wells have been dug
in St. Thomas in the last 8 years? How many reservoirs
have been built? How many miles of new pipe have been
laid? He cannot answer that because they have had no
congstent plan for capital development. St. Thomasisonly
an example of what has happened throughout rura
Barbados.

The problem that this present crisis highlightsis one
that | wish the Minigter to explain. How isiit thet for the
mogt part the parishes o St. Philip, Chrigt Church, St.
Michadl, St. James have not had any serious problems of
water? The most populous part of Barbados where the poor
people live, where the country people live, they are the
ones that are suffering. | want to know if it is a deliberate
plan to treat the people in rural Barbados worgt than they
trest those in the suburban and urban Barbados. | do not
know because the way in which you behaved in respect of
the dump at Mount Stinkeroo, | believe thereis some kind
o plan to treat the people who support the Labour Party in
those parishes badly.

355 p.m.

Sir, this water problem is more serious then just a
question of not receiving water today or water tomorrow
because there have been severa complaints about the
deterioration in the quality of weter. | have had previoudy,
not in this year, to draw to the Water Authority's attention
the qudity of water in some partsof St. Thomas. Right by
Bridgefield pasture there are three houses and there wes a
time, year before last, when those houses were receiving
something in their water like oil. Oil in the water. That hes
been reported to the Authority. There has been a time when
the people in Sharon and Shop Hill, this year, have been
receiving water thet is white.

There isalot of concern that the quality of water is
being affected by the qudity of the mains from which the
water is being piped. A lot of the mainsin Barbados are
old and rotten. Proper planning would have foreseen that
there was a time when you would have to replace those
mains by new mans. Unfortunately over the last 8 years
very littlework hasgoneon in that areaof replacing worn
and rotten mains. Certainly @ lot of work has got to be
donein the country. Ther e has been some replacement of
mainsin S. Michael but in the country the evidence will
clearly show that there has been little replacement of
mains. And the people of Barbados are worried about the
proliferationof stomachcancer. Peopleareasking questions
as to whether sone of the ailments which have now
become very common are not related to the quality of
waeter. | have not spoken about it before because | do not
want t o scare anybody but people are asking that question.

Sir, thisgdeisnot only criticisng. We are hying to
makesuggestionsast o how t he authoritiescan improvethe
distribution of water toall of Barbados. It isclear, S, that
they have had a new capitalisation programme and an
immediate capitaisation programme, The Act allows the
Authority in section 19to borrow amounts required by it
for meeting any of itsobligationsor performing any of its
functions with the approva of the Minigter.

| wouldlilke the Ministert o give active consideration
to authorising the BWA t o borrow a substantial amount of
money now against what is being held by the Government
in respect of debenturesto start a proper programme of
exploration, a proper programme of additional well digging
and a proper programme of laying new pipes throughout
the idand and putting down reservoirs.

The Minigter of Financeand the Prime Minister must
see this matter as oned the highest priorities. Thisisa
question now of real sustainabledevel opment, sustainable
development of small people in a small idand. We can
spend the $50 million &$60 million on Sherbourne for the
peoplet o comeand talk. They have gone. Thedevel opment
of Barbados is being held back in the words of the
Honourable Member for St. Peter. We are not able to
sustain the development because of the problemsof weter.
Water is not only a basic need, it is essentid. Without it
we cannot live. We have now, & a matter of crisis
management, to shift resources from wherever else they
were going and divert them into a proper capita
programmefor water resources development of Barbados.
| am calling on the Government to do that.

Now, Sir, we hear all kindsof excuses being given on
the mediaabout the water Situation. Therewas atime when
we used to see on our televison screen "Don't use
sprinklers’. Tt was very important because the use of
sprinklers indiscriminately resulted in a depletion o
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the water resourcesand is today still a contributory factor
to the present criss.

| would wish the Minigter to tell us when the Weter
Authority has advertised and warned againg the ue o
sorinklers. You can gazette the thing and you can gazette
it in two weeksor less. Thet is no impediment. It is being
sad up there that they cannot do it. Nonsense Tell them
0.

Onefind point, Sir. Yaou will hear theemotiond tak
about gaf courses and it is clear the three paties were
committed to golf course development. If thethree parties
have been committed to golf course development there is
afdl out from the use of water. Nobody has said thet the
Chief Town Planner and the Water Authority have been
provided with schemes for recyding water ussd on golf
courses and in housesand so on. | am nat going into those
detalls in one minute. The only point | want to meke is
this. Down at Westmoreland the people building the golf
course have put down 3 or 4 wels Now, Sir, those wels
are producing only 10%. The people are usng only 10 per
cent d what the wels yidd. | want to repeat, Sir. There
are four wdls at Westmoreland. The Westmoreland Golf
Club or whetever it is called - "Corongtion People’ - are
usng only 10 per cent of the water yidded by the wdls.
They have offered to the Barbados Water Authority the
other ninety per cent. Do you know they have not teken it
up? They have sad in other words to come in and bring
your equipment. Use the equipment and use the weter
being produced by the wells. Do not forget that we have a
right in Barbados to commandeer the Water Authority ...
4,05 p.m.

Aside.

Mr. D. AL C. SMMONS | do not wok for
Pemberton. | do not work for no big white people, | work
for thelittle black men from Porey Springs. | do not have
no retainers from none of them.

Mr. SPEAKER: Time Time We are pressng for
time.

Mr. D. A. C. SMMONS Yes Sir, | am winding up.
Thisis a seriousthing, Sir, because thereis a provison in
the law for the Water Authority in cases o emergency to
commandesr the used wdls. Here are people offering the
used thar wdlsto draw ninety per cent. Have they taken
up thet offer yet?| want the Minister to reply because this
is a serious point.

Aside.

Mr. D. A. C. SMMONS The Weter Authority knows
thet it is true. | am obliged to you, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Membe for &.
John.

Hon. D. J H. THOMPSON: Mr. Spegker, | have
listened to the comments of Honourable Members o the
Oppaostion on the problem which this country faces
regarding the avallability of water. Somehow the
impressionseemsto be creating itself, aided and abetted by
the skillful language of the Members of the Oppogtion,
that there are two kinds of citizensin Barbados There is
one kind of citizen who is speciadly being provided with
water, gushing out o their t aps and being pumped to them
atdl hoursdf theday and night, and that thereis another
category of Barbedian citizen who is being deprived of
water. The reason why | undergand this so clearly, Mr.
Spesker, is because unlike Honourable Memberson that
sde who | condder to be "huff and puff" politicians |
invited the Barbedos Water Authority officias to ny
condituency in the area of Edge Cliff which has ben
without water for seven weeks, not just thisyeer. But Edge
Cliff hes been without water nearly every year for the past
7 years during the dry season.

Aside.

Hon. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Al right, | amgoing to
explan the difference between me and you because you
know ny business better than | know yours. | invited the
Barbados Water Authority to Edge Cliff and they sat down
with the resdents and, even though | am not entirdy
satisfied with the explanationsthey have given, nor will |
be until they start to listen to wha to technicians is
anecdotd "wisdom” but which sometimescan replacesome
of the high flown theorieswhich they have about the way
things should work. But | nevertheless felt that the
explanations which they provided to the residentsdf Edge
Cliff, while they do nat provide any comfort for them,
helped t0 clear up their minds thet there are not two
Barbadoses as somebody said. It is not true to sy that
there are personsin Barbadoswho are being spited either
for political or other reasons which | am saying is the
impression the Opposition wishesto give by thisdebete. In
fact, it appears as though the problems which the Water
Authority is facing with regard to meking water available
to dl d Barbadosare genuine problems which nesd some
credtive, and urgently cregtive, solutions.

| want to meke that point because it concerns me -
and when people from Edge Cliff cal me & home on a
moming, | explain to them that | do not get water in
Mapps St. Philip either. Fortunatdy, | lived in Trinidad
long enough to know how to bethe out of a pigtail bucket.
A white pigtail bucket is the kind of bucket that | am now
bathing out of in the moming. But the point is thet after 6
o’clock in the moming there-is no water in ny district and
the water does not come back on until 8 or 9 odock a
night. That is explained, as | underdand it, because
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o problems which they are having a the Hampton
Pumping Station. The pressureislow and they have hedto
divert weter and there are other kinds of problems that
exig. | think that our citizens have to underdand thet it is
true that there have been lower levels of rainfall and that
all cannot be solved by any action taken precipitoudy by
a Minister of Finance to free up resources...

Aside.

Hon. D. J H. THOMPSON: W, that iswhat one of
the Membersover therecdled for as though access to $30
million, or however much Honourable Members on that
9de have caculated it to be, would suddenly solve dl of
the problems including agricultural diversfication and all
o the other wild suggestions which have bean mede by
Members of that side and which they fed will be soluble
by making those funds accessible. That cannot be the only
problem that we are facing in Barbados or it certainly is
not the problem which can only be solved by access to
those resources. The Government has undertaken with the
assistancedf the IADB to have the water resources sudy
done But this is a phenomend year in terms o the
shortaged weter to alarge number o those didtricts, even
though, as | say, an arealike Edge Cliff and there mey be
some other higher leve arzas in which water has not been
avalable.

This is what | will say about the Water Authority
now, and | will say that about 8| Government Departments
under successive Governments. Vey often they do not feel
thet it istheir duty to go out to the public and to explain to
the public why they are facing problems, and insteed o
damming down the phone in peopl€e's ears when they call
them to find out why the weter is off, whet time the water
truck iscoining, whet problem is being faced, somed our
public officersneed, in my view, to be more atentiveand
understanding to the problems which our citizensface.

Hdf of theresentment which, in my view, Barbadians
fed about nat having the water comes from the fact thet
when you pick up the telephone and call numbers to ask
questions, people dam down the telephonein their eers or
areindifferent to the problemsthey face. But it is not only
the public sector, because it dso happens in other public
utilities, and | suppose it is a reection or a development
that has taken place because of thekind of society in which
we live, where people are used to having these things at
therr finger tipsand when, therefore, they are not available,
the persons who provide them fed thet if you cannot get
them now, you hed things good for so long, thet is your
busness

But they have a duty to explain to people why these
problems are being faced, and | bdievethet rather than the
huff and puff attitude, and prancing up and doan at

contrived public gppearances, particularly those hdd last
weskend and before, to make this water problem more of
an issue, and particularly a politica issue, which it is not
apolitica issue, that personson thet side imbued with the
knowledge, both technicd and the other wisdom thet they
haveacquired over yearsd involvementin politics,imbued
with ther strong historica understandingdf how Barbados
has developed, should seek to bring the technicians an
board into their communitiesand hep explain why weare
facing the problems we face. But perhgps the Water
Authority needs to gpesk to some of those Honourable
Membersover therefirst, becausetheir first cry in dl these
kinds o problemsis to suggest that there has been some
corrupt act, act o inefficiency, act o monumentd
incompetence, act of indifference, misfeasance, mafeasance
or some other kind of questionable mord act by a Member
on thissde

4.15 p.m.

Aside.

Hon. D. J. H. THOMPSON: If you wart to put thet
in the record, 1 will put thet in too. And mala fides by
some Member on thisside in depriving certain peoplefrom
certain amenities which other citizens enjoy on a daly
bess That is what this exercise, Mr. Spesker, is about. |
am saying that iswhat this is prompted by. It isa politica
sham by an Oppostion trying to pretend thet it is
concerned about some sdect group of people who they
s to want to suggest that the Government isconscioudy
dhutting off ther water, spiting them and acting
indifferently to the problems thet the people of Barbedos
face. Even though the Water Authority hes a lot of
explaining to do - and | hope it does thet explaining soon
- | want to go on to say, Mr. Spesker, that | will not
participatein any exercisein which the Oppositionseeks to
give the impression thet there is some kind of spite wark
and indifference by the Government in relaion to this
problem.

There is no household in Barbados, least of all our
own households, where they have been affected by this
problem, where the absence of weater is not causng
condderable hardship and for which we as politicians an
both ddes fed the same pain as those persons who
experience that hardship. They cdl you, they express
concern. Some peoples crops have bean wiped out, some
peopleare losng livestock. We know thet these problems
exig. Nobody hes denied it, there is no indifference,
because on a daily bass one is faced as a politician with
these concerns which people bring to you, as | have said,
paticularly in en area like Edge Cliff, where for the pest
seven years there has been a mgor problem with respect to
access to weter, particularly the Edge Cliff Gardens area,
not an the main road.
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| haveonly intervened, Mr. Speeker, to say | am sure
theMinister will provide adequate explanations, but | hope
the Water Authority will intensify its public education
programme and the they will ensure that they have
properly trained customer relations people working and
answering telephones, instead of the people larging off at
adesk and damming down the telephonein people's ears
a tdling them there is nothing they can do. And, Mr.
Soeaker, that Honourable Membersof the Opposition will
not continue in this debate to use thisas an opportunity to
seek to paint fingersin the wrong direction and that they
will seek instead to help our citizens to understand that
issues relating to water conservation, issues reaing to
sustai nabledevel opment, as the Honourable Member for S
Thomas raised, isues rdating to the kind of planning
programme that we have for Barbados, which have to be
basad on the avallability of water, are too important to be
dismissed in this light-headed, off-hand manner in which
accusat i ons are being thrown around which are not in the
best interest of a serious debate on issues like this, ad
which, if our citizens do not have access to water in the
next few weeksbecausedf worsening conditions, will only
seek to exacerbate the Situation moreand will seek to give
comfort to afew misguided people who know better but do
not wish to put their best foot forward in helping to solve
what is a problem for alarge number o Barbadians

With those few words o correction, Mr. Spesker, |
do not have to say one way or the other whether | support
it or not, but | support effortsto ensure that particularly in
Edge Cliff, S. John, and other areas of S John, and the
resdentsdf Mapps, that we have accessto weter in a short
time.

Hon. H. B. . JO-N Mr. Spedker, | riseto associate
mysdf with the concerns expressed by Honourdble
Members on this side about the indifferent, incompetent
menner in which the crisis in relation to water has been
handled. | persondly deplore the conduct o the last
Honourable Member who spoke in here and said that the
serious and grave concerns which were raised on this Sde
by Honourable Members was a political sham. | deplore
aso the fact that the Honourable Member is 0 patently
incongstent that on the one hand he calls it asham and on
the other hand he says he shares the pain suffered by those
large numbers of householdsin Barbados who do not get
water. Thet is what | call sheer, politica hypocrisy.

Now, Sir, one of the reasons for my concern is the
fact that this Parliament has been trested with the same
degree of indifference by die Barbados Water Authority
over thelast eight years as they are now tregting the public
o Barbados. | have before me a document of the House,
namdy the last Report that wes lad in this House in
September, 1986, the Annua Report for April 1, 1985 to
March 31, 1986 o the Barbados Water Authority. In that

Report, at pages 16 and 17, paragrgph 5, the Waer
Authority as then congtituted made it abundantly clear that
after a20-year programmedtarting in 1970 and culminating
with this Report, Barbados could be proud of the fact thet
92% of dl households in Barbados have weter service
connections with virtudly al households on the idand
having ready accessto piped water. The Authority hasbeen
operating within an appropriate well-defined 20-year plan
for water sysem expandon and it has been effectively
designed, implemented, operated and maintained. That is
the glorious heritage that the Honourable Members on that
Sde received, and today what we have is a Stuation in
which from then until today that good work hes been
squandered by the Authority.

Aside.

Hon. H. B. St. JOHN: Sir, that Report hes been
dgned by Neville W. Boxill, Dennis K. Yearwood and
what looks to melikea Kellman and the date of the Report
is August 14, 1986. According to the Report, the Water
Authority consisted... They have the membersin here. You
can reed it very carefully.

425 p.m,

The basic podtion a that time dso was that the
Water Authority at page 21 hed assets of $192 million.

Aside.

Hon. H. B. S. JOHN: Even if | quoteit, you would
not understand it.

The Government of Barbados debentures - $4
million. They hed cash in hand - $3.8 million. Thet is$7.8
million. They had Treasury Bills & cost - $16 million.
That is $23 million and they had accounts receivable o
$12 million. Sir, tha was an Authority with resources
available to it and it hed dready carried out a 20-year
programmeresulting in 92%af the householdsaof Barbados
having access to water. That was the postion.

Now | fed, Sir, that as Members of Parliament, we
would be failing in our duty if we did not serioudy
condemn the administration, not only for squandering its
heritagebut for treating thisbody with such gross contempt
that they have not given to us and rendered periodic
sewardship o their incompetence. | would like to know
whether the Prime Minider, as an avid obsarver o
Government,does nat view with greet concern whether this
isnot a great case sudy to put to the Academy of Politics.

Thisisavery serious thing. Hereisa Statutory Boad
that refuses to comply with its satutory obligations.
According to the Honourable Member who just spoke,
when you ring up the Authority, you are greeted with a
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reply from the gaff which is reminiscent of the grunts of
a pig, Thet is what the Honourable Member said. The
Honourable Member said that the people dam down the
telephonein your ears. What are we going to do about this
body? Paliament is usdess if Parliament does not have
some kind d mechanism to ded with this. It is not a
question thet they have been doing it for years It isa
question that this Parliament must decide in its mnd
whether it is going to permit this Stuation to continue,

Not s0 long ago, | reed an articlewhich | hed to draw
to the attention of Honourable Members that they say in
the United Kingdom politicians are now regarded in a
word light then red estate agents and second hand car
sdesmen. The people regard them as competing for being
the biggest tricksters. Sir, | an nat in that category. | am
not in that.

| an going to say, whether the Honourable Member
for St. John likes it or not or cals it a political shem or
not, thet the Board d Directorsdf the Water Authority and
the Management of the Water Authority are deserving o
condemnation and thet the Minigter should teke it in his
hand. He owes the public an obligation to dismiss them.
They want firing. The people a the Water Authority who
arein charge o it want firing because they treat Parliament
with contempt. They treet the public with contempt and
they have not demongtrated that degree of competenceone
expects from them.

| want to meke it clear that at Enterprise in Chrigt
Church, and in other areas, we do suffer. We suffer from
lack o weter too. What | would like to draw to Honourable
Members atention is that | have seen evidence o
incompetence in relation to the follow up by the Water
Authority of legitimateinformation provided to the Weter
Authority about lesking mains.

On Enterprise Man Road there has been a lesking
main. | have seen it. | have telephoned. | have given the
information. It hes taken sometimes 2 weeks for them to
respond. They come and they do it and when they fix it
here, it opens another place. It is obvious that the pipe in
that area cannot gand the pressure o the water or the
traffic. Now why isit that an Authority thet has not so long
ago hed over $30 million available to it cannot replace a
section o that pipe It isan obvious solution. Now thet is
one d the things we mugt talk abot.

Sir, | wat to say that | cannot finish without
condemning again that irresponsible speech made by the
Honourable Member for St. John. He mugt not come in
here and seek to condone this iniquity and abuse us on this
Sde because we are doing our duty. We are fedling for the
. public. We know that he has now reached the stage where

he does not have to fedl for anybody. He has reeched the
stage that he hasatained his heightsand he does nat have
to fed for anybody. But | will remind him of what the
Honourable Member for St. Andrew usad to say, "When
you go up, you come down ta"

Sr, I hope that as a result of this responsible adt, of
the Oppodition that serious stepswill be teken asa natter
o urgency. Thisisamatter o urgency. The public haslogt
confidence in this inditution. The public feds with
judification that the inditution feels that it is nat
accountable to anybody. This inditution mus be
accountable. That is the problem Sir.

It isour duty as politiciansto bring these natters to
your dtention, Sir. | am caling on the Minigter to ensure
that the relevant reports o the Authority are brought to
Paliament and if those reports are not brought to
Paliament, then the Minider is deserving of the only
trestment that you can give him. | know that it maybe a
difficulty. | know that in the present context that maybe
difficult. | know that the Minister may fedl that he hes a

monopoly now - he has power.

ThereforeSir, | associate mysdf with thasewho have
done ther duty by bringing this matter to the atention of
Parliament and | join with them in the cal for urgent
action on the part of the Government to ensure that this
Authority undergtands its grave and serious respongbility
to the public for efficient management of this very vitd
and necessary resourcein Barbados

Mr. SPEAKER: | would jugt like to mention thet
there are 3 gpeeches left. So | an saying to Honourable
Members that they must know how to ded with it. | am
asking Honourable Membersto sort it out.

4.35 p.m.

Mr. G. W. PAYNE Mr. Spesker, as the
representativefor the congtituency that has been hardest hit
by thiscrisis, | must associate mysdf with the comments
which have been made by Honourable Members on this
dde | an somewhat disgppointed by the Honourable
Member for S. John, a disgppointment endorsed by the
Honourable Member for Christ Church South, in cdling
this mation a politica sham. | note that he spoke about the
peoplein Edge Cliff being affected for the past seven years
but it is very interesting to note that the people in Edge
Cliff come from an area that supports members on this
Sde He certainly did not spesk about the other members
in the other parts of St. John.

Mr. Spesker, if you are going to tell me thet if the
entire livestock of peoplein a given area have been wipad
out and those people have no means o a livelihood, and
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isnot acrigs, | would like to know from the Honourable
Member far St. John, whet isacrigs? If, Mr. Spesker, you
ae going to have people who rey on the little piece of
land in their backyard for a liveihood and because of this
crigs, or because of wha has been taking place in the
weether Stuation during the past few wesksthey havebeen
unableto earn alivelihoodand tha isnot acrigs, | wouid
like the Honourable Member for St. John to tel me wha
isacrigs.

Mr. Spesker, if you would teke a Stuation where
peoplewithout transportation— | say without transportetion,
who have been unable to use their bathrooms, and thisis
something that is happening throughout the length and
breadth of St. Andrew far the pagt three months if that is
not a crisis, | would like to know from the Honourable
Member for St. John what is acriss.

If, Mr. Spesker, people in . Andrew have been
unable to take more than one bath = and | am serious= in
awek — | could specify certain aressand | could givethe
HonourableMember for St. John names, people who have
been unable to waeh ther clothes more than once a wesk,
if that isnot acrisis| would like the Honourable Member
for &. John to tdl mewhat is.

But, Mr. Spesker, Honourable Memberson thisside
have spoken at length on thisissueand | need not go over
what they havesaid. But they havestopped short of calling
for the resgnationsof the Honourable Minister o Public
Works and the membes of the Board o the Water
Authority.

Thiscrisis, Mr. Speeker, from what | haveoutlined to
you with respect to the suffering of the people in St
Andrew, showstheimportance, at this time, of the Ministry
o Public Works. | have nothing againgt the Honourable
Member for &. Michad East. Whether or not heiscgpable
d handling his Ministry he would have to know that, but
| think the time has come when the Rime Minigter should
understandthet becaused thiscrisisthe Ministry of Public
Worksisa very important Minisry and dso highlightsthe
points which have been mentioned by the Honourable
Member for St. Josgph when he was pesking about two
Barbadoses, a point which has been scorned by the
Honourable Member for st. John. But it isa fact.

We in the Barbados Labour Party have been caling
for some time for a Ministry of Rrd Affars This
particular criss shows W the ned for there to be a
Minidry of Rural Affarsto ded with thisimportant criss.
Itisonedf the most seriouscrises we have faced, certainly
within the past 7 years If the Honourable Miniger is
dlowed to continue in his station, if the members of the

Barbados Water Authority remain in their pogtion, and if
this Stuation remans as it is in the next four wesks
Honourable Members will understand whét | am saying.

Mr. Spesker, | would have preferred to goeek after
the Honourable Minister of Public Works because | can
vay wel anticipate that he is going to tak about the
rainfal. The Honourable Member for St. Thomas has nade
references in this House on past occasons to the weter
stuation and he has dluded to it in his presentation, but |
would like Honourable Members to remember = | do nat
remember the exact date — but two years ago during the
rany season, it was not during any dry season. It vas
during the rainy season that | brought a question in this
House relevant to the water problems which were being
faced by the people of Orange Hill and Apes Hill.

The people in Orange Hill and Apes Hill were
sufferingso bedly during therainy season asaresult of the
crisisat thetimethat they formed themsdvesintoan action
group. They hdd a series of public meetings, ignaeed by
the then Minister of Public Works, whosoever he weas,
nobody t ook them on. They had ademondrationin front of
the Barbados Water Authority. This was during the rainy
season. It hed absolutely nothing to do with thedry season.
HonourableMemberson that side would like US to believe
that thisisadry seeson problem.

Asde.

Mr. G. W. PAYNE: The Honour-gble Member for St.
Michael North would not have known about it because he
was the Minister on pgper. But nothing was done about it
then. | do not want this Minister of Public Works to come
and tell us that we are going through a drought and thet is
responsblefor the situation we are presently facing. It is
not true. The people of St. Andrew led by the people of
Apes HlI, Orange Hill and more recently the people of
Hillaby have been agitating for a proper water sysem far
over two years When | brought thisquestion to thisHouse,
| wes surprised thet 'he Honourable Member for St
Miched North wes riot aware o the public meetings by
those concarned citizens in Apes Hill, Orange Hill ad
Hillaby.

The Honourable Member for St. Josgph made a very
interesting point, an excelent presentation. In  his
presentation he stated that it is unfortunatethat Opposition
Members are now being blamed for the shortcomings o
this Government. Those of us who have been in close
contact with our congtituencies would know what the
HonourableMember for &. Joseph has been talking about.
| vist my condtituency & least twice a day and when you
vigt your condituency you, as the paliamentary
representative for the congtituency, are being condemned
for the water dtuation forgetting thet it is problem |
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would say that has been crested by members on that Side
and a falure, whatever the present Minister of Public
Works has inherited, of the Ministry of Public Works to
function in the way in which a Minigtry of Public Works
should function with a heed who is dwaysin his station.

445 p.m.

Mr. Spesker, we throughout Barbados, in particular
the peopledf St. Andrew, St. Joseph, St. Peter, St. Thomas
and Edge Cliff - | cannot say St. John becauseit ssemsas
though certain partsof S. Johnare getting good trestment
- ae now suffering as a result of alack of direction from
the Ministry of Public Works in the pagt.

But when | brought that question to this House, and
| am dreedy on record as saying thet | have no intention
o bringing any question before this House again because
Honourable Members on that side treat it with contempt.
You do nat get any answer. But the answer that | got and
| honestly beieve that that question was written for the
Honourable Member for &. Michael North who was the
then Miniger of Public Works because...

Hon. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speeker, Sir, on a
point of order. The Honourable Member mugt not midead
the House. He just said you do not get an answer and then
he went on to say "the answer that | got”. | wish therefore
to mekeit very clear that heis not saying the Government
does not answer questions.

Mr. G. W. PAYNE: Theanswer that was provided at
the time was to the effect.. This wes 2 years ago. | am
sorry that because of the urgency of this matter | could not
have hed the question to read it out just to refresh
Members memories. Theanswer that | got was-and | am
speaking from memory, subject to correction - was thet a
new reservoir Was being planned to accommodatethe areas
of Apes Hill, Orange Hill and Hillaby. That is the answer
that | got in thisHouse. | was given the assurance that thet
would be accomplished...

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member has 4
minutes more

Mr. G. W. PAYNE:...within the next Financid Year.
Two years have past. Nothing haes been done. This was
during the rainy season when the people in Orange Hill,
Apes Hill and Hillaby were being affected. Nothing hes
been done. | hope the Honourable Minister of Public
Works does not come and tell us anything about drought
being respongible for this present criss and we have to
wait until the rains come in.

Mr. Spesker, | just wanted to get this whole issue
with respect to the people in Orange Hill and Apes Hill in
its right peroective. What they did - and | would say it is

all pat of the politics of deception as prectised by the
Democratic Labour Party in the past = was that they ran a
temporary main from a different reservoir connected the
peoplein Hillaby, Orange Hill and ApesHill and it worked
wdl for 3 months else from some other area
darted to complain and they shut it off because they felt
that by then the concerned citizens o those arees hed
dishanded and the Stuation erupted &l over again.

You mey recall, Mr. Speeker, that in the Budgetary
Proposds,in my contribution, | sated that if it isone good
that might come out of this water crisis is that hopefully
the Barbados Water Authority may be able to look at the
water problem throughout the idand and in this wey the
people of Apes Hill, Orange Hill and Hillaby, nat to
mention the other areas would benefit because this water
Stuation has affected St. Andrew in its entirety.

The Honourable Member for St. Joseph dso mede a
few comments relative to the trucks which go around in
some aress. | would like the Honourable Miniger to
monitor these tanks vary closdly. Because the complaints
that have been coming in is that the tanks would come,
they go into a specific area, they fed that they haveto ay
for jus a few minutes and then they move off. Thereare
certain aress that they do not go in. | would not like to sy
that if they fed, depending on who is the driver, it isan
area that they have not been directed to go in they decide
to ignore thet area

Mr. Spesker, in concluson | would agan like to
remind this Honourable House that this is indeed....

Mr. SPEAKER: It has been dravn to my dtention
that the Honourable Member ill has not 4 minutes but
another 4 minutes as wdl. Yau ill have another 4
minutes.

Mr. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Spesker, | should like again
to remind this Honourable House that thisis indeed a very,
vary grave crigs. It is discriminatory in some respects
because when you redlize that peoplein St. Andrew, in S
Joseph, S Peter, St. Thomas and those areas are being
vary bady affected and then when those same persons
happen to get a lift into Bridgetown and pass by the golf
course in Westmoreland on their way to town, with due
respect to the comments made by the Honourable Member
for . Thomeas, they cannot fed that they are pat o
Babados, the same Babados as referred to by the
Honourable Member for St. Joseph, when they cannot get
waer with which to bathe and the plants are literdly
basking in the sun.

It isdso amatter of grave concern in the rurd aress.
| have a daughter that goes to school a . Andrew's
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Compositeand therear e occasionswhen thetoiletsat these
schools are not flushing. During the past few days | was
pondering whether or not | should send her to schoal. It is
affecting the School Meds, there is no weter to wash up
the wares What they are doing now is packaging the
lunches.

| cannot understand how the Honourable Member for
St. John could say thet this is not a criss. It is a vay
serious criss. The quettion as to whether or nat this
Government is in a podition to handle the crisis, | doubt
very much because if they could fool the rest of Barbados
in the aress of St. Michad and Christ Church that are
getting water, and are not being affected by this problem,
if they could fool those peopleinto believing that Members
of the Opposition on this side are talking nonsense and it
isapolitical shamwell then, in the eyesdf the mgjority of
the dectorate it will not be a crigs. This is what this
Adminigtration through the Honourable Member for S.
John is hoping to do.

Thank you.
455 p.m.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES. Mr. Spedker, Sir, | view this
debate here this afternoon as an exercise in palitics. It has
not even been brought within the parameters o a
Resolution where one can vote. It is just brought for the
purpose, Sir, of talk and nothing more than that. But having
sad thet, Sir, | want to say this. Therecan be no denid of
the fact that we are in a serious Stuation here as regards
the distribution of water in Barbados

Honourable Members were quite right that thereare
some areas in Barbados where there is no problem but
thereare other ar eas in Barbados where thereis a problem.
But, Mr. Spesker, thisis nathing new. This has been going
on from the time | was a boy, especidly at thistime o the
year. | wel recal places like Boscobd and Josey Hill,
particularly Boscobd, in thefifties no weter for years Sir,
what we are going through is in fact something that we
have seen before. So the quedtion is not that there is a
professond problem in Barbados and that al aress in
Barbados are not getting water. At this time of the yesr,
last yeer, the year beforeand the year before that you were
aways wamed not to wash your motor cars, not to water
your gardens, not to use sprinklers. Why, Sir, is this being
done a thistime of the year, every year? So do not try to
meke it gppear as though thisis the first time that we have
a gtudtion like this

I will admit thet the Stuation is worse on this
occasion than on previous occasions but the point | am
meking is that we are dways faced with a water problem
every year & thistime every year. What has mede this so
bad, and Honourable Members may not want to heer it but

| will say it just the same, is that we are faced with worst
drought conditions than we have faced, as far as | can
remember, for many, many years. It has not been as bad as
thisfor along, long time.

There may be other problemsas well. | cannot deny
that, Sir. We have lesking mains. | believe we have od
worn out mains and because of those we aso have lesks.
| do not know whét is the percentagedf waeter thet is lost
through leaks, but | believeit is fairly sgnificant.

Aside.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES He said 10% but | do not
know if it isas much as that. | cannot put afigure unto it.
But | bieveitisfairly sgnificant. It is not dways essy to
detect. There are some old mains, as the Honourable
Member is saying, and it is not essy to detect when these
mainsare lesking. The point is, Sir, that we have reached
a gage now where we have to look very carefully at how
we use the water.

The Honoureble Member, the Leader o the
Oppodtion, he says thet the ground water reserves are
gpproaching its limit. | have heard that, Sir, for the last 20
years— thelast 20 years, Sir, when thedaily supply wes 28
million gdlonsit wassaid then the limit was 31 million or
32 million gdlons. So the limit dways movesand it moves
upwards. Now we arein fact consuming probably about 40
million gallons a day, how could we consume 40 million
gdlonsaday if the limit was 30 million. The truth of the
matter is that we are not absolutely sure the precisefigure
that we have.

Aside.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES. What brackish waer? There
isbrackish water in Barbados. Thereis no doubt about that.
Yes there is brackish water but nobody is being supplied
with brackish water as such.

Aside.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES The point is, many yearsago
she lived there. She has not lived in St. James now for a
number of years. Wdl it hgppened in your time then. It
was hgppening when you were in the Government if you
want to say that. Why didn't you do something about it?

Sir, there is brackish water in Barbados. There is
fresh water in Barbados. We are taking about potable
waer. | am not talking about brackish water as |
understand it. My understanding, Sir, is that the supply of
40 million gallonsaday is potable water. The supply of the
28 million gdlons a day, more than 20 years ago, in the
1960s when | was in the other place in the Senate, we hed
a thet time the report on the findings by Tullstrom
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and others which apparently gave us a limit of over 0
million gallonsaday but the fact isthe thereis a greater
supply of water than that at the moment.

Sir, we have a consumption of 40 million gdlonsa
day which, as | undergand it, the whole of the idand can
take but the digtribution is a problem.

About 3 yearsago, Sir, there wasaproblem in the St.
Joseph, Horse Hill, partsof St. George and parts o the St.
Thomas areaand | remember a well was sunk somewhere
in the Applewhaites area. They hed to bring in equipment
from St. Kitts to do it and that asssted, Sir, in dleviating
the problems to the residentsin thoseareas. So do nat try
to make it gppear as though the Water Authority hes been
doing nathing.

Aside.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES That is a different matter
atogether. If they are not reporting to Parliament, Sir, |
believe they should. As a mater o fact, not believe they
should report, if the law says they should report then they
should report. Thet is a different matter dtogether.

But, Sir, the problem is tha we cannot panic
oursalvesinto taking measures thet in fact will redound in
the long run not to the benefit of Barbados We have got
to think in terms of taking long-term measures and |
honestly believe that the metering of our water supply,
which hopefully will be doneover the next couple o years,
will assst congderably in the management of the water
resources in Barbados. House owners have been advised
over time, when they are building their homes to build
water tanks. House owners chose to forget al o that, but
the cogt is one thing. They till build the $400,000 home
but the water tank is the cost. But they are going to
complain when they do nat get a supply of water thet they
want to get when in fact they chose to ignore whet they
should have been doing in providing for themsdves the
water tank.

505 p.m,

Aside.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES:. Tha isadifferent mater, Sir.
Therearelotsdf people who complain about getting water
and these persons could have helped themsdves.

Now | have heard the Member for &. Thomes tak
about the qudity of water. | do nat know if heis right or
wrong. But | know for afact and, | do not want to put it
in the context thet he has put it, that since this Government
has come back in that there hes been a problem with the
quality of the water supply. | know for a fact thet those

persons living in the Lodge Hill area for the past severd
years, and | think it is a bit better now, but framtime to
time the quaity of water thet is supplied to them has bemn
looking like Coca-Cola. Persons could not wash ther
clothes and from time to time the Water Authority hed to
send trucks out. The water improved for a whileand then
agan shortly after thet it reverted to the poor qudity of
water that they hed before. Hereagain we come back to the
problem that we had. Many of these areas in Barbados
have had the supply of water through pipes that have been
years and years old particularly those iron pipes. | believe
that the Water Authority has moved away from that kind of
pipe and they are now usng a plagtic pipe which will
reduce that kind of problem that they hed over the years...

Sir, let me get back to the point where | Started. |
cannot blame the eectorate o Barbados for thosewho are
not getting water. It has been drawn to the atention of the
Waer Authority. There isa water problem in nany arees
in Barbados and thet water problem will persg. Thereis
nothing thet any Honourable Member on the other Sdecan
do or on thisside can do. Thereis nothing that the Water
Authority can do until we can get afairly adequaterainfall.

Mr. Speeker, this problem has only begun now in the
Season of drought.

Aside.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES Okay. Put it this way, Sir.
There mey till be one or two problems somewhere in
Barbados, but by and large the problem of water supply
will virtuadly dissppear when we get a vay heavy
downrpour of rain. There are some resarvoirs that |
understand are fairly low and they are low because they
have not been replenished since we have no waer to
replenish them. The point that | an making isthis, Sir. The
replenishment will come from the rainfal. If we get a
consistent supply of rain, then the chance of the problem
persding will be virtudly nil. Let us try nat to play
politics with this particular matter.

Yes we gill have some lesks because of bed pipes
Wedtill havethe problem of personsignoring the necessity
to help themsalves by indtalling water tanks. We still have
those problemsand in timesof rainfdl the water tanks are
not necessary. Thet is probably why they are not supplied.
As s00n as the drought is over, then the problemsthat we
are discussing now will virtudly disgppear until the
folowing yer when we have those same types o
conditions again.

Mr. Spesker, | can underdand the pogtion o
Honourable Members on both sides because we have a
severe problem but we have to place the problem exactly
whereiit is. It is not necessarily with the Water Authority
why we are suffering & this time.
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Mr. SPEAKER: | have indicated before. Just one
moment. There is only one gpeech to be made within the
dlotted time. | think thet | will give the Miniger that

opportunity to mekethet final speech.

Hon. J. ©. TUDOR: Mr. Speeker, | would like to
thenk you for the opportunity to respond to a number of
queries even though the debate to some extent hes usad up
mog of the availabletime. | sensethat the Membersdf the
Oppogtion found it necessary to introducethis Resolution
at thistime and | am redlly not going to sy for politica
prudence to thefullest extent. Because| think thereissome
degree of concern for people in their congtituencies who
are redly being very badly affected, | think it would be
irrespongibledt them if they did not seek to represent their
condituents. | certainly understand their concerns and
would assure them that there is no deliberate attempt to
deny their condtituents any supply of weter becauseit mey
sam as passng drange that the membes and the
condtituenciesthe are affected are indeed represented by
the Oppogtion. | think that we have to dismissthe nation
thet thereis any ddiberate attempt to deny the resdents of
S. Andrew, St. Joseph, . Thomas and St. Peter water.
They have to dismiss that. That is absolute nonsense.

Sir, | think that it is important for the public to
gopreciaethat there werea number of commentsthet were
mede by Members of the Oppostion, some even as
ridiculous as the Honourable Member for St. Andrew who
suggested that the lack of rainfdl is not necessarily the
problem even though, as the Honourable Member for S
Michae North pointed out, there is an adequate water base
there, but the problem of servicing those arees is where it
redly liesin the country. | just wart to explain briefly why

that is happening.

The neturd profile o the water resources that are
associated with the catchment of water would be found
dretching along the West Coast of our idand from S
Lucy to Chrigt Church right dong the St. Miched area
The filtering of water through the cora stone collects in
those areas and you will find that the catchment areas are
Alleynedale, Ashton Hdl, The Whim, Calton, Trents,
Waterford, Codrington, Belle, Newmarket and Hampton
where the natura aquifersare available for the catching o
our water resource. Theareasthat areserviced like Hillaby,
Apes Hill, White Hill, Farmers, Duncan, Porey Spring and
50 forth are serviced by the Castle Grant Reservoir having
recaived water thet is collected through springs thet are
underground, and these are running springs that depend
very heavily on rainfall. They are nat springsthat form part
d a naturd aquifer. They are running orings, and we
suspect that those springs continue into the area o the
Belle where thereis a very strong catchment area.

5.15 p.m.

The water extracted framt he running springsis then
transferred into the Golden Ridge Reservoir and transferred
over to the Cadtle Grant Reservoir where it is distributed
through the network. Y ou would appreciate that if thelevel
o water in thet areais particularly low that we will in fact
have a problem of distribution.

Even though the overall availablewater resourcebase
suggests that there is enough weater to satisfy the total
demand, even though 90% of it has already been alocated,
| think we mugt be fair and recognise tha there is a
genuine problem with regard to the distribution from
Golden Vdeand, | think by extension, the other ones. The
Bowmeangon area will service the other areas of . John,
but we have not hed too many complaintsin that particular
area, except for Edge Cliff.

Sir, there is no ddiberate attempt, and | think thet
vay ealy we should note, as the Honourable Member for
S. Miched North pointed out, that Barbados has been
experiencing along run o years with very low rainfdl. In
1993, we recorded a record year and, certainly, for the last
11 weeks, a least snce | have assumed the office o
Minigter responsiblefor Public Works, | do not believethat
any rainfal has been measured at Bowmanston for the last
11 wesks.

Asides.

Hon. J. O. TUDOR: Sir, they are attempting to put
me in hot water but | will continue to ded with the
problem.

A number of accusations were levelled by the
Membersof the Opposition. There werea lot of them and
| will not be able to repond to dl; but | will say thet |
believe that this matter is very important to al Barbadians,
and if |1 am unable to respond to dl of the concerns this
evening | will prepare a precise and detailed statement of
the precise problem that we are confronted with in
Barbados and méke it extremey trangparent where all
Barbadians can appreciate the problem we.are confronted
with.

There was a sweegping accusation about the question
o Wesmordand. We know o no record where the
Wesunordand group have invited the Barbados Water
Authority to use90%af the output from their wells. Wedo
not know where tha came from. But the Honourable
Member for St. Thomas has an affinity to golf courses o
he hes more information then me What is passng strange
is that he pad more attention to that, only writing one
sngleletter on behdf o his condtituents from St. Thomas

With regard to the....




Asides.

Hon. J. 0. TUDCR | will respond to that too because
that isanother sweeping one. You aretrying to suggest that
you are the only ones who are conscious, that if persons
are not getting water that we will in fact bill them. The
Board is conscious o it, Sir. | have asked them to prepare

proposals for me so | will be able to determine how that -

particular problem may be handled. | will wait until 1 get
those proposals.

Sir, the reports. | sad during the Estimatesand again
during the Budget speechthat | felt that it was wrong that
the annua reports were not tabled in the House of
Assembly. | took the responsibility and indicated to the
House that | will make sure that those reportswill be laid
and | hope that can be donein the not too distant future. |
think it is wrong that those reports have not been tabled
and | certainly will make them available to you.

Now, the question of development within the
Barbados economy is a question that we must pay some
attention to. At present, we have alocated some 90% or
91% of the available water resource base in this country.
We have to bear in mind that with limited capital and what
availablecapita we have we have had gradually to increase
the water resource base to service areasthat are suffering
fraomshort fall.

It is true that the Barbados Water Authority hes
placed fundsin Treasury Bills, in debentures, in Treasury
notes as fixed depositsand those funds are being held for
the Sewerage Project on the South Coast and the West
Coadt. Sir, you will know and all the other Members know
o the importance of the sewerage project to this country
and to the marine environment, both on the south coast and
on the west coast. Thisisatouristidand and we will in the
future depend very heavily on tourism, and mogt of usare
awareof the significance and importancedf that project to
both the south coast and the west coast.

Those funds have been earmarked for that project,
because we have as a matter of priority to protect our
immediate environment around us. | will not go into any
detailsbecauseall of you know that it is a senditive metter.
We are a tourism idand and we have to understand that
without ddday we must pay very drict attention to that
programme.

| agree that if you have earmarked funds for that we
cannot do that at the total expense o the ability of the
Barbados Water Authority to distribute water to our own
nationals. We have in fact alocated 30-32 million gallons
for domestic use. We have dlocated 8 million gallons for
agriculturd purposes. There are lesks in the sysem and
with the golf courses thet are coming on stream and we
anticipate that they will have to be dlocated as part o the
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Development Plan, we will have to look to alocate another
1.5 million or maybe 2 million gallons per day for that
development, which does not leave significant room for
further developmentdf theeconomy outsidedf golf courses
or for domegtic improvement.

Sir, that brings me on to another question. If we
decide to trap the water in the Scotland Didtrict, there are
a couple of equations. At present, during the dry season
there is no water that goes into that area The area | am
gpeaking about would be in the area of Haggatts in St.
Andrew, Greenland, Breedys, Bawden, Hoytes and S.
Simon and that area of the Scotland District. Thet is the
aeatha has been earmarked for trapping of surface water
in those areas, but to direct water from this same sysem
would be quite costly. We will have to find a new way to
distribute from that point and we have to anadyse the cost
of doing that from that particular catchment area. We have
to measure that againg the likelihood, if we completely
alocate the resource base, againgt the desalination plant
which may in fact increase the water base by 1 million
galons per day depending on the type of plan you putin,
or 2 million, depending on requirements.

| take the point that the Honourable Member for St.
Peter was making that it is going to lock us in and the
development in generd in Barbados will be affected if we
are unable to satisfy the increased water demand. It is a
criss.
5.25 p.m.

Now, you should be aware, Sir, that because we are
at this point, this is not the first time we have come to this
point. The trend in Barbados is as follows: In 1970 the
average demand was some 19.2 million gallons per day. In
1980t rose to 24.8 million gallonsper day. In 1990t rose
to 28.9 million gallons per day and now it is between 31.4
- 32 million gallons per day. So it has been rising steadily
and we have aso been increasing the supply base on a
progressive basis.

There are a number of plansthat are on the drawing
board which will attract new water resource bases. In the
short time | have | will not be able to go into dl o the
details with the new supply bases but | assure you thet in
the short-term it is likely that we will be able to increase
the natural distributing capacity by another 2 million
galons per day with supplies a Alleyndae, Bowmangton
and one or two others. | cannot remember al of them at
this time but | will make them part of the statement that |
will issue.

Thereisastudy that we have put out to tender. | an
aware tha Sx tenders have come in. It is the Water
Resourceson Water Loss Study. This Study should start in
late 1994. Unlike the 1978 Study, this latest Sudy
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should point the way towards the development of water
resources beyond the ground water.

The other point I made was about the evauation and
whether we develop the water in the Scotland District
which is the surface water or we decide to look at the
desalination plant once we reach that point.

Sir, there are a number o things we have to
incorporate and | think the focus we took two or three
months ago on conservation of water is very important
because if we must be able to suppressthe demand, and in
particular during thesetimes, and even when therain starts
to fal because it would still take a while for those
reservoirs to build up. We cannot relax and say we have
satisfied ourselvesthat the rain is now falling so we can go
back to normal. That is an error because even though we
have a programme for conservation at that time, that
programme should continue.

Mr. SPEAKER: Four minutes more.

Hon. J. O. TUDOR: | wasa little cancerned because
somedf the remarks which were made by the Honourable
Memberson that side werefair remarks with regard to the
digtribution of water by the tankers. A number of my
colleagues in the Cabinet and some other technica dtaff
from the Ministry have been going out into the fields
visiting residentsand affected areas and the complaints we
havereceived are very similar to some o thefeedback that
was given by Honourable Members on the other side.

Do not think that we are not conscious of the
difficulties being experienced by the members. We are
conscious tha there are problems with the distribution
through the water tankers. We are trying to prepare a
precise programme. It is not easy because the distribution
of water takes time. When you go into one areaiit takes a
little while for the buckets to be collected, then you have
to go to another area, and another area and the tanks
become empty. They then have to come. back to
Bridgetown or to wherever they get their water resources
from, then go back into another area and it is time
consuming. It is a process that goes on and on.

| think it is not fair, Sir, to condemn the workers at
the Barbados Water Authority because they have been
going beyond their call of duty. It is true we have had
reports on one or two of them being a little discourteous.
We have had reports on members of the daff at the
Barbados Water Authority indeed being discourteous and
we have sought to deal with that as well.

In the short-term, Sir, we are very conscious on this
sidethat peopleare desperatefor water. | have experienced
it ngsd f. 1 have seen it. | have promised the people of St.
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Andrew, St Thomas - in fact, they have told me they
would be glad to e the Honourable Member for St
Andrew, Mr. George Payne. They have not seen him for a
long time. He is like a drought down there. | cannot say
thesamething for the HonourableMember for St. Thomas,
if | have to be honest. They see him. But the Honourable
Member for St. Andrew islike a drought. That is what he
meant to explain when he was trying to suggest that rain
falling is not the problem because he does not realise that
he is in a drought.

Sir, as | sad | want to prepare a precise statement. |
want to be very honest and very frank with the public o
Barbados. There is no intention to play politics with the
water distribution. We have a genuine problem in this
country which we are going to address within the available
resources we have and nobody can suggest that we are not
trying and are conscious of the difficulties beng
experienced by the people of Barbados.

| will take my leave, Sir, at this point.

Mr. SPEAKER: That brings us to the end of the
motion for the adjournment.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: Mr. Speaker, | an moving
the adjournment of the Houseat this point. | movethat the
House do now adjourn until Tuesday, May 31, 1994 at 12
o'clock noon.

Hon. D. J. H. THOMPSON: | beg to second thet, Sir.

Mr. O. S, ARTHUR: Speaking on the adjournment,
Sir, | believe | should draw attention to Standing @de 3
of the House that has to do with the election of a Deputy
Spesker. For some time now the House has been
functioning without the benefit of a Deputy Speaker and
the Standing Ordersof the House call precise attention to
thisat Standing Order 3, subsection 2. It says.

"If the office of Deputy Speaker shall fall vacant at
any time during a Parliament the House shall elect
another Member to that office."

It prescribes at section 3 that the election of a Deputy
Speaker shall be conducted in a similar manner to that of
the election of the Spesker. This is a matter the House
raust pay attention to. It isa very important matter because
weneedin all our doingsto make sure that the functioning
of the Houseis in compliancewith the Standing Orders of
the House. | am raising this matter on this occasion to
make surethat this situation does not go unrectified for any
appreciabletime.

| would like, if necessary, to recommend thet...




4930

—_———— e e e

Mr. SPRAKER: The Honourable Member cannot go
beyond raising the question. | thirk it is for the Houseto
decide When it wantst o gppoint a Deputy Speeker.

Mr. O, S ARTHUR: Mr. Spesker, | was not going to
recommend a Mamber. You pre-empted me because you
thought | was going to recommend the Honourable
Member f a . Lucy and you thought it would lead to
problemson the other Sde.

Mr. SPEAKER: No. | thought the Honourable
Member had made the point that he wanted t o meke

Mr. O. S ARTHUR: | redly was about to
recommend that this mater be trested asamaiter of

priority SO that the businessdf the House can be conducted
entirely under theauspicesof the Standing Orders. | would
like, if you want me to, to recommend the Honourable
Member for st. Lucy for the podt.

Mr. SPEAKER: You would havetotalk to the Leader
of the Houa

The quedtion that the House do now adjourn until
Tueday, May 31, 1994 at 12.000'clock noon was put and
resolved in the affirmative without divison and Mr.
SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly.

535 p.m.
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