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Mr. SPEAKER: The House is in session.

MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minutes of the Meeting of
Tuesday, May 17, 1994.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: Mr. Speaker, the Minutes of
the Meeting of this Honourable House held on Tuesday,
May 17, 1994 are ready. They have been circulated and |
move that they be taken as read and confirmed.

Hon. M. A. KING: | beg to second that, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: If there are no observations or
corrections then let these Minutes stand confirmed.

PAPERS

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: Mr. Speaker, on behaf of
the Minister of Finance and by the command of the
Cabinet, | lay the Customs Tariff (Amendment) (No. 2)
Order, 1994,

FIRST READING OF BILLS

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: Mr. Speaker, | beg to move
that the Bill to amend the Barbados Tourism Investment
Corporation Act, Cap. 332A be read a first time.

Hon. M. A. KING: | beg to second that, Sir.
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The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: Mr. Speaker, | beg to move
that the Bill to amend the Tenantries Development Act,
Cap. 239A be read a first time.

Hon. M. A. KING: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

ORAL REPLIESTO QUESTIONS

Hon. P. M. GREAVES: Mr. Speaker, the Reply to
Parliamentary Question No. 81 asked by the Honourable
Member for St. Michael South East is ready.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon. P. M. GREAVES:. Mr. Speaker | am moving
now that Standing Orders Nos. 6, 16, 18, 20, 42(5), 43 and
44 be suspended for the remainder of the day's sitting, Sir.

The question that those Standing Orders be suspended
for the remainder of the day's sitting was put and resolved
in the affirmative without division.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS
Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 1.

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE COMPULSORY
ACQUISITION OF LAND AT LAMBERTS
PLANTATION, SAINT LUCY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF THE WIND
POWER PROJECT

Order No. | was called - To move the passing of a
Resolution to approve the compulsory acquisition of land
at Lamberts Plantation, Saint Lucy, for the purpose of the
Wind Power Project.

Hon. D. W. BOWEN: Mr. Speaker, this Resolution
before Parliament seeks approval for the compulsory
acquisition of 41 020 square metersor the equivalent of 10
acres of land at Lambertsin the parish of St. Lucy for the
purpose of a Wind Power Project.

One may recall tha during the early 1980s the
Government of Barbados entered into an Agreement with
the Inter-American Development Bank to conduct studies
by means of a pilot project to determine the potential for
generating electricity from wind turbinegeneratorsand for

transferring into the national Electricity grid the energy so
generated.

Threesitesweretentatively selected but becauseof its
favourable wind regime the site at Lamberts in St. Lucy
was selected as the best possible site for the setting up of
such a project. Action was set in motion by the then
Government to secure theland for this Project and initialy
Government gave consideration to aleasehold arrangement
with Barbados Farms Limited who were the ownersaf the
land.

12.30 p.m.

Accordingly, during the month of August 1985
Cabinet agreed that the 10 acres of land at Lamberts, S.
Lucy should be leased for a three year period at the rate of
$5 000 per annum. However, during discussions with the
ownersover the lease agreement, certain stipulations were
raised which made it economically more attractive for the
Government to seek to purchase the site rather than to
pursue the lease arrangement.

The proposal, therefore, to purchase the land was
considered and approved by Cabinet in January 1986.
Though agreeing to the purchase, the Cabinet directed that
the price should be renegotiated to settle at a figure lower
than $60 000 asked by the owners, Barbados Farms
Limited. Further negotiations ensued, Mr. Speaker, and
finally in April 1992 the Cabinet agreed, on the basis of
representation made by the Ministry of Finance and the
Commissioner of Land Tax, that the land should be
acquired at the purchase price of $65 00O0.

Initial efforts sought to acquire this property through
treaty. However, in March 1993 the owners suggested that
the transaction be effected by way of acquisition through
the provisionof the Land Acquisition Act. Agreement was
reached and subsequently authorisations required under
Section4 of the Act weresigned. A survey of theland was
carried out and the survey plan No. 1152 of December
1992 delineates the 41 020 sguare metresor 10 acres. This
plan is available for inspection by Honourable Members.

Let me state that the wind power project was
discontinued in March 1990. However, the Ministry of
Finance subsequently received many queriesfrom overseas
companies interested in setting up a wind energy project,
and to this end the 200 kw wind turbine generator is still
on the site, along with the 100 metre high meteorological
tower and it is now proposed to continue discussions with
interested companies.

| thereforemove, Mr. Speaker, that this Resolution do
NOwW pass.

Hon. C. V. WALKER: | beg to second that, Sir.
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Ves B. A. MLLER Mr. Speker, thereareredly a
number of questions| would wish to ask the Honourable
Miniger o Agriculture. The Scheduleto thisis as brief as
it could beandthe Addendum iseven moreso. | congtantly
complain about the inadequecy of Addenda that come
before usin th's House

Thewind energy project at Lamberts, in the parish of
. Lwey, was a project started by the Barbados Labour
Party, when it was in Government in the early 1980’s, as
part of an energy policy. That wes a a time, Sir, when
there was actudly a Minigry of Energy which pursued
dternate energy sourcesand a whole host of other aspects
o the naiond energy policy. On this side we are nat
awarethat this Government has any energy policy. | would
have thought that the wind project at Lambertswould have
been something that we would have been in a pogtion to
show off at the recently concluded Globa Conference, but
the matter of fact is thet this Government has dlowed the
Lamberts wind project to run down to nothing. We hear
thet thereisa generator there. Dbes it work? Can it work?

Wefind ourselvesnow in yet ancther Stuation where
the private sector is expected to make work, and work
profitably, a project which this Government has just found
it impossble even to work at dl. Barbadosis cooled yeer
round congtantly by thetrade winds. It isan advantage that
the Almighty has giftedto Us In thesedaysdf the search
for alternative energy sources, dean unpolluted energy
sources, which can be part of sustainable development in
our country, | would have thought thet the Minister could
get up this moming and report that in whatever
measurement these thingsare meesured that X number or
Y number was added to the nationd energy grid. But this
is not the case.

| think the House is entitled to a great ded more
information than we are getting. It is damed thet the
Globa Conference was a great success. | do not know
anything about that, Sir. What | do know is that | hed
hoped that coming out of t he Globa Conferencewe would
have heard some talk about a cleen ar policy, or dean air
legidation, or the promiseor the hopedf it in thiscountry.

Aside.

Ves B. A. MILLER: We have unclean, polluted air
in this country. Mr. Speeker, you only have to look dong
the mgor highways df this country where buses and other
means of public trangport pass and see what the exhaust
from diesdl engines does to plants and trees to begin to
undergand what it would be doing to our lungs. | would
have hoped that thisclean air legidationwould speek to the
prohibition of smoking in certain public places, among
other things. We are either serious about this matter of the
environment in which we live and the whole concept of
sustainabledevelopment, or we are not.

Again, under the Barbados Labour Party much
endorsement and encouragement was given to the use of
solar energy in Barbados. The same could have been true
and is till cgpabledf being true in Barbadosin respect of
wind energy. The Minigter has not told us anything about
this. In fact, he has gpoken but weare no wiser. | would be
grateful, and | think Barbadians on the whole would be
grateful, if wecould get Sone better understandingof whet
is going to be the future of the wind energy project at
Lambertsand whet cost mey be involved, becauseif this
generator, which has not been generating for some years
now, is not working, is it part of the arrangement thet it
should be put in working order beforethe project is handed
over? Or isit that the people who are going to meke this
project a redity, whatever this project is, that they will
have to bear that expense? In what way, both in the
immediate and in the medium and long term will this be
beneficid to Barbados? We are entitled to know this.
1240 p.m.

Hon. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Spesker, | do nat intend to
delay the House on the acquisition of this bit of land but
the project which was referred to, so far as | know, wes
discontinued some considerabletime ago.

Aside.

Hon. B. M. TAITT: The Wind Project, Sir, had bean
assessed by the technicd people who had proposed the
Project and arising out of their andyss they came to the
concluson that, bassd an wha had bean done the
continuation of the Wind Project was not desirableand so
the Wind Project was brought to a reasonableend. It is not
as though the Wind Project is going on and we have not
brought information. As a matter of fact, | am dmogt
catain that that information is public knowledge:

| just got up to correct therecord. | amsorry that | do
not have the details to hand but | just wish to correct the
record.

On the question of aClean Air Act, to the extent that
Your Honour dlows response, let me say that again itis
public knowledge that comprehensve environmenta
legidation is in the process of being prepared. It is taking
the usud stepsdf consultation, et cetera, and in due course
that legidation will be brought before the House.

At atimewhenit will be gppropriateto have adebate
on the environment we will be heppy to discuss the arees
d the environment ‘which it is proposad to bring under
better control by new and appropriete legidation. That
process is actudly going on now. | thought the House
would wish to have that information.

Mr. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Spesker, | an grateful to
the Honourable Memba for &. Miched Wes for
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having spoken because there seams to be an dement o
confusion pertaining to this Project which redly needs
clarification. | would refer you, Sir, to the Development
Plan which hes judt recently been mede a document o this

House It gpesksin this repect at page 220:

"The Wind Turbine Project, which was completed in
1990, yidded postiveresults'.

Then it goeson to say thet private investors will be
encouraged to operate wind farms. The issue thet is being
rased from thissideis thet early in the 1980s the country
was mede to beieve that it wes necessay for the

sugtainable development of this country for Barbedos to

broaden its energy use awvay from the dependencen petro
besed energy projectsinto wind and other types of energy
projects.

This Wind Energy Project was conceived of as being
a criticd agpect of an ovedl naiond programme to
diversfy Babados energy use Now, it is not enough
therefore for the Government to be in doubt asto where
the Project is because the Minigter of Agricultureisteling
us on the one hand that the Project was discontinued in
1990, but the Devdopment Plan itsdf is saying that the
Project was brought to a successful concluson with
positive results being accomplished.

The implication therefore, Sir, has to be, what are
Government's detailed plansand programmest o build upon
the positive results thet are gooken o in the Devel opment
Fan to meke wind energy an important agpect of our
nationa resource?

Hon. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir. The
Honoureble Member for the City rased an entirdy
different point. My statement was in response to whet the
Honourable Member raised, thet the Project wes a pilot
project and that pilot project was concluded. Wheat follows
now isa matter for private invesment, but the project thet
the HonourableMember referred to was completedin 1990.

Mr. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Spesker, thisisan exercise
in semantics because the debate has been triggered by the
carefully chosen words o the Minigter of Agriculture thet
the Project was discontinued leaving the implication thet
what we now see down at Lambertsis jus amess d old
iron for which no positive use has been, or can be found.

Now, Mr. Speeker, in circumstanceswhere the public
has mede an investment in a mater as important as the
devdlopment of an dternative energy resource in this
country, and in circumgtances where the Government
Deveopment Flan is saying that the results were positive,
we think the Government should popularize the fact that
the wind energy is a red potentid energy source in this
country and that, therefore, we should hear from the
Minigter in a more forthcoming manner what exactly are

the plans of his Minidry to give effect to the full
redization of dl the benefits tht can accrue from the
expenditure of public fundsin one time peri od.

Wefed that the Minister's statementhas been lacking
and our intervention thereforeis Ssmply to get the Minister
to tel the public what have been the resultsredly o this
particular experiment, and what the public can realistically
expect in tems of public and private action in the
immediate future. But the Miniger's satement on the
matter has been totaly lacking and deficient and wes not
redly designed either to inform or enlighten the Housg, o
to give any directionsas to where Government's palicy is
likely to be the trend

Hon. P. M. GREAVES Mr. Speaker, it was never the
policy of any Government, as far as | am aware, certainly
thisone, of either Barbados Labour Party Government or
the Democratic Labour Paty Govemment to dectrify
Barbados That has never been the policy. Whet hgppened
was that the BarbadosLabour Party ...

Aside.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES | did not say thet you sad
thet but I want to meke this dear though. It hes not been
mede clear. The Barbados Labour Paty Government
dated a pilot project in the early 1980s | think it wes
1982. It wes precisdly that, nothing more, a pilot project.
Now, the pilot project wes intended to last three years It
weas nat intended to be an ongoing thing. It wes a three
year leese of land & Lambertsin S. Lucy.

The quedtion then, Sir, is to see if, in fact, one can
use the energy generated from that pilot project, and tosee
if wecan use wind energy to eectrify Barbados, not by the
Govemment, but by the private sector. Govemment has
nothing to do with dectrifying Barbados We have aLight
and Power here. Theobject wasto beable to sl
the energy to the Barbedos Light and Power Co, to put
into the nationa grid to supply eectricity but not to do it
on one's own. If the pilot project was a successful project,
that is, successful to those who usad energy, the Barbados
Light and Power Co., it would be hoped that they
themsdlves, not the Government, would put up other wind
turbine plants either a Lamberts or in and aound
Barbados The point, Sir, is that the Barbados Light and
Power Co., found it uneconomicd, which is a fact, to use
the energy supplied by the Wind Turbine Project.

The Project came to an end about 1985. This
Govemment restarted it in 1987 and then it cameto anend
in 1990. We have to see it only for what it is, a pilot
project. Hopefully, it would be able to provide dectricity
for Barbados | do not know whether it will be successful
or not.

1250 p.m.
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In terms of the private sector, Sir, it might be
successful but costly to operate which is an important
thing, Sir, so it stood there. The purpose of acquiring this
land now is that if one were to have returned it to the
private sector it will have to go back into agriculture. The
purposeof acquiring this land is to make sure you have a
base there from which the same kind of operation can
continue. The same kind of operation with turbine energy
can continue but of course not with the Government this
time but from other persons who can see benefits
therefrom.

Certain remarks made by MissB. A. MILLER were
ordered by Mr. SPEAKER to be expunged from the Record.

Mr. SPEAKER: Can | hear the Honourable Member
for &t. Michad South Central.

Hon. D. W. BOWEN: Mr. Spesker, in winding up the
debate on this Resolution, let me say that | believethat my
colleagues for St. Michadl West and St. Michael North
gaveadequateresponse to the whole question of the project
being a pilot project and that the resultsof that project will
not be used to advance the energy thrust of the
Government.

TheHonourable Member for St. Peter in reading from
the Development Plan stopped short of reading a very
salient part with respect to the Wind Turbine Project. He
ended at the find paragraph on page 220 of the
Development Plan where he said that the Wind Turbine
Project which was completed in 1990 yielded positive
results. But he failed to read the next sentence which said
that data from this project had been made availableto the
private sector which has shown interest in this technology.
And now there would be ongoing dialogue between the
Government and the private sector agencies to see how
soon and, if possible, the whole question of wind energy
could form part of the national energy grid.

The statement by the Honourable Member for the
City to the extent that this Government has no energy plan
is clearly ludicrous, Mr. Spesker. The energy plan of this
Government is spelt out and has been spelt out from time
to time It is spelt out in chapter 17 of the Development
Plan. 1t has been spelt out in the 1991 Manifesto of the
Democratic Labour Party. | do not think thet that aspect
needs any further elaboration.

| just want to move, Mr. Speaker, that the Resolution
do now pass

Hon. M. A. KING: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 2

BARBADOS TOURISM INVESTMENT CORPORATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1994.

Order No. 2 was called - To move the Second
Reading of a Bill to amend the Barbados Tourism
Investment Corporation Act, Cap. 322A.

Hon. D. W. BOWEN: Mr. Spesker, Sir, the Bill
before the House seeks an Amendment to the Barbados
Tourism Investment Corporation Act, Cap. 322A by way
of the addition in the Schedule of a parcel of land which
has alwaysbeen an integral part of the lands of Heywoods
Hotel.

Thelandsof Heywoods Hotel comprise3 parcels, one
parcel measures 27.83 acres and weas acquired for the
Holiday Village Project. Another measures 2.895 acres and
was acquired by donation to provide the accessroad for the
public to the beach. The last parcel which is the subject of
this Amendment measures 10 360 sguare feet and is Lot
115 of an gpproved subdivision and was acquired for the
sewerage treatment plant.

The first 2 parcels were vested in the Barbados
Tourism Investment Corporation to permit the Corporation
to have full control over them. The parcel mesasuring
10 360 square feet though it has aways been an integral
pat of the hoted was never vested in the Corporation.
Under thetermsdf the Agreement between the Government
of Barbados and the purchaser of Heywoods Hotd the
vendors agreed to vest or cause to be vested in the
purchaser easements as are shown on a plan of Lot 115 at
Heywoods, St. Peter.

Mr. Speaker, both the Solicitor-Genera's office and
the legal unit of the Ministry of the Environment, Housing
and Lands have agreed that the vesting of this parcel of
land which as| said beforeis Lot 115 and which measures
10 360 sguare metres and the subsequent transfer of the 3
parcels by sale to the purchasers Barbados Shipping and
Trading resorts would best be achieved through an
Amendment to the Barbados Tourism Investment
Corporation Act by way of an addition to the Second
Schedule.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, the Draft Bill seeksto make
this Amendment and it has been prepared for introduction
into Parliament asis being done now.

1.00 p.m.

Mr. Spesker, it should be noted that the Second
Schedule contains the description of the other two parcels
to which | earlier dluded.

| now move that this Bill be read a second time.

Hon. J. O. TUDOR: | beg to second that, Sr.
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Dr. R. L. CHELTENHAM: Mr. Spesker, | begin by
obsarving that once again in ametter o thissort there hes
been no disclosure o the plan to which reference has been
mede. It would redlly makefor ease of discussion and mey
even avoid misgpprehensons on our part if we were to
have early sight of the plan.

My man comments, however, are o a much more
fundamenta nature. We are once again deding with the
privatisation of Heywoods, one d the assetsd the people
o Barbados, built in the main during the regimedf the last
Barbados Labour Party adminidration. This is one d
severd assats which this Government has seen fit to
privatise and concerning which wein the Barbados Labour
Party have dreaedy expressed our congderable quarrd and
reservation. It would seem as though there is a deliberate
atempt on the part of this adminigration to sl off, at
times a very unreasonably low prices, assets acquired for
the peopled Barbadosby the Barbados Labour Party. We
are yet to heer of assets which are being sold which were
acquired for the people of Barbados by the Democratic
Labour Party, as though the hisory o the rich
achievementsdf the BarbadosL abour Party are meant to be
obliterated during this sesson o the Democratic Labour
Party in office.

Heywoods, the Flour Mill, the oil wels were dl
acquired, congtructed, during the period of the Barbados
Labour Party adminigration 1976-86. We mantainthet for
a project worth about $60 million ten years ago or lessto
be sold to the biggest private interest in Barbados now,
Shipping and Trading, for merdy $34 million is an
unreasonably low priceand thet isone df the severd points
o disagreement on the sale itsdf between the Barbados
Labour Party and the Democratic Labour Party. But thisis
not a private metter. The sde of Heywoods Hotd is a
public matter and there is no reason why a this stage al
the conditions of the sale should not have been made
known to the Oppodtion and to the public of Barbados

Aside.

0. R L. CHELTENHAM | am not sure thet al the
conditions of tha sdle have been made known. There are
issues which we gtill nead dearing up. Who determinedin
the end that $34 million was reasonable? What vauations
were done, and by whom? Wha were the differences
between vauations, if indesd more than one vauation was
done?

Aside.

Dr. R L. CHEL TENHAM M, Spesker, | am hearing
word that we might have debated this dready. Reference
has bean madein the past to the privatisationdf Heywoods,
but there was no full scale debate on this metter. We are
talking about a facility that can house 300 beds and more,

on 27 acres o beach land, virtudly prime beach land in
Barbados, and we areled to believethat afacility whichis
less than 10 years old, or jugt about, that hed 'an origind
vadued 330 million, in 10 years we should be sdlling thet
for $34 million. | am hard put to accept that thet is a
redigic vauation and | think the people of Barbados
would ned to be assured thet the Government got the best
price for thet asset.

Mr. Spesker, the resdents of the St. Peter area near
Heywoods, and indeed al Barbados, will be concerned
about the fact that the right of way leading to the beech,
which wes regarded as a public right of way, will nov be
fdling into the handsdf a private group. We would like to
know whet assurances the Government will be giving, and
can give, that the access to the sea which hasbeen enjoyed
by dl Babadians when the Government owned it, will
continue to be enjoyed by Barbadiansnow thet that access
is baing privatised. | do not recall, Mr. Spesker, in the
satement that wes issued relating to the conditions of sale,
that that point, which is a point of public interest, wes
mentioned or darified.

If I may continue, Mr. Spesker, | wonder whether the
Government can give us ay details with respect to the
future of Heywoods as a hotd plant. There has been a
tendency in Barbados recently, and particularlyin relaion
to the Shipping and Trading properties, to go the
dl-inclusve route, and there is considerable concem in
Babados as 10 the implications of the dl-inclusve,
paticularly for the large range o ancillary services that
support the hotd industry in Barbados. The hotel industry
in Barbados has been built on the premisethat the vistors
come here and that a whole range of small services,
whether it be the taxi men, the hotdlier, the water sports
proprietor, that they al will get a share of the tourism
business because of the fact that the visitor, once he gets
here, hes the freedom to choose with respect to where he
eats and which of the ancillary services he would seek to
enjoy. But as soon as you have gone the way o the
dl-inclusive, large numbers of these people are cut off
from participation in the activitiesd the sector. Shipping
and Tradingin particular, with one or two of the purchases,
in relation to one or two of itsother tourism investmentsin
Barbados has gone the route o the dl-inclusive, and | am
wondering whether the Government knows or would wsh
to tdl us at this stage whether the purchasersare likdy to
convert Heywoods into an dl-inclusive hotd, whether they
have any concerns about how far the al-inclusive notion
should go in Barbados, and whether they are at dl avare
o theadverseimpact that thisis having on a whole range
o ancllary services such as | have refared to, those
involved in trangportation, thoseinvolved in food provigon,
resaurants, thosewhoar e involved in entertainment, and D

on.
110 p.m.
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Even though, Mr. Spesker, | recognise that the issue
beforethe Houseisa narrow one, and even though | do not
wish tolead the debate in areas where it cannot reesonably
0o, | thought that there was a sufficient nexus between the
meatter before the House and this recent development in
tourism, particularly led by the Shipping and Trading
properties, for me to enquire of the Miniser whether
Government isgiving any thought to thisnew deve opment
in Barbados and the adverseimplicationsfor theamdl men
involved in touriam, entertainment, restaurant, food
provison and so on.

Hon. M. A. KING. Mr. Speeker, there are jus two
very brief points which | want to meke in responseto the
Honourable Member for S. Joseph. One is in relaion to
the question of theclosured the beach. The transfer does
provide thet public access to the beach will be maintained,
and provided for, S0 thet thereis no question o any public
access to the beach being closed off.

The second point the Honourable Member spoke
about Vs the question of aright of way being abandoned.
| think a historical review of the Stuation Wl show thet
thisright of way had been abandoned quite sometime ago.

Aside.

Hon. M. A. KING: It was abandoned in your time
You abandoned theright of way. That right of way Vs not
abandoned, M. Speaker, in our time.

Those are the only two points | wart to put on the
record.

The question that the Bill be read a second time was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

On the motion of Hon. M. A. KI NG seconded by
Hon.C.V.WALKER, Mr. SPEAKER lé&ft the Chair and the
House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. L. L.
BRATHWAITE in the Chair.

COMMITTEE
Mr. CHAl RVAN The Houseis in committee.

Clauses | and 2 were called and passed.

On the motion of Hon. D. W. BOWEN, seconded by
Hon. C. V. WALKER, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported to His
Honour, Mr. SPEAKER, the passing of one Bill in
Committee and Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and
reported accordingly.

s b kst S

On the separate motions of Hon. M. A. KI NG
seconded by Hon. C. V. WALKER, the Bill was read a
third time and passed.

ORDER NO. 3 - RESOLUTION TO APPFROVE THE
LEASE TO THE METHODIST TRUST CORPORA-
TION OF BARBADOS INC. OF LAND AND
THE BUILDING THEREON AT
SPEIGHTSTOWN, ST. PETER
FOR EDUCATIONAL
PURPOSES

Hon. D. W. BOWEN: Mr. Speaker, this Resolution
seeks to lease the property which formerly accommodated
the Speighttown Boys School to the Methodist Trust
Corporetion of Barbados |ncorporated.

A few yearsago, Mr. Spesker, the Methodist Church
established aMethodig Training I ngtituteto implement and
coordinate certain agpects of the multi-faceted training
neads of the Church. Permisson was given by the Crown
for theformer SpeightstownBoys School to be ussd asthe
centrefor resdential and non-residential programmesto be
organised by the Indtitute.

These programmes are expected to medt training
requirementsin theareas of Christian education, vocationd
kills training and other lay training courses as the need
aises.

The property in question is Stuated &t the corner of
Chapd Street and Goodings Alley and consstsof a former
Church buildingand a relatively new extenson which was
congructed by the Government. With the relocation of the
Speightstown Boys School to Battaleys, the building at
Chapd and Goodings Alley became vacant and there vas
evidencedf sariousdeteriorationresuiting from vanddism
and the lack of maintenance.

Mr. Specker, the Minisry o the Environment,
Housng and Lands is concerned about the number of
Govemment buildings which, having become functiondly
obsolete, have been vacated and | eft to deteriorateas funds
mey not be availablefor their refurbishment for other uses
Indeed, Mr. Speeker, this is a concern of the entire
Govemment.

Our records indicate that ownership of the gte is
shared by the Crown and the Church. The Chief Surveyor
has established the boundariesd the portion owned by the
Crown. We now seek parliamentary approval to leaseto the
Methodist Trugt Corporation of BarbadosIncorporated the
portion of the property owned by the Crown at the former
Speightstown Boys School, subject to t he following man
terms and condiitions-
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(1) That the lease shall be foraperiodof 15 yeas
a a nomind rent of $100 per anum with a
review every five years, axd

(@ that the Methodig Trust Corporation of
Bar bedos Incorporated should be responsiblefor
repars and improvements to the building
throughout the term of the propased letting, and
the payment of utilities and other outgoings
arisngout of itsuse d the premises

| now move, Mr. Spesker, that this Resolution do
Now pass.

Hon. C. V. WALKER: | beg to second that, Sir, and
reserve ny right to spesk.

Mr. O. S ARTHUR: Mr. Spesker, | riseto give ny
support to the Resolution. It is to be regretted, obvioudy,
that the Government's commitment to take action to find
the best possble use for the old Speightstown’s Boys
School isnot mirrored in other action to ded with somedf
theother urgent problemsin thegenera Speightsownarea.
Now that Government hes rather belatedly cast itseye on
Speightstown and has darted to see the wisdom o the
reviva of the North, and has started to see the effectsdf its
policieson theareas in generd, | would join thisdebate to
urge that the Government work with entities in the area
who have been conceiving o plansfor the deveopment of
Speightstown to give a thrugt in the town to revive it.

There is a Speighttown Committee heeded by
concernedcitizensthet ar € very desply concerned about the
gate of the town. | have mysdf laid on the Order Paper o
Paliament for some time now information cdling
Government's attention tott he dilapidation in the town and
urging Government to teke action to restore Speightstown
to its higtoric and true role in the society.
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One would have welcomed this Resolution if it were
pat of a gened goproach to the rebuilding o
Speightstown, Sir. | hope thet it is and | am therefore
giving my support toit in that spiritthat anything that can
be done to restore Speightstown and to make thefullestuse
of its fadilities is action that is worthwhile o
commendation.

| dso hope that the retraining and educationa
programmes thet ar e intended to occupy the premisesto be
leased can be of some use in bringing relief to the high
levelsof unemployment presently obtaining in the didtrict.
| join this debate unreservingly to support the Resolution

and to urge however that it should be mede pat o a
generd progranme involving the Government and the
private sector to deal with whet can only be described now
as an aea d nationd disgrace.

Hon. C. V. WALKER: Mr. Spesker, | am glad to Ssee
that the Honourable Member for St. Peter has given his
unreserved support to the project. Indeed, the only regret |
haveisthat it hed not taken place earlier because| mysdf
ome time ago, when | had the responshility for the
Minigry of Education, when we moved the students from
the boys sthodl into the school at Betdeys but the
problem we were faced with then, as you heard from the
Honourable Minister who introduced this Resolution, Mr.
Specker, was that we discovered that it was one of these
Stuations where there was joint ownership.

Often we find in Government buildings— and | have
found this in Government buildings specificdly deding
with schools that = sometimes we have on record the
ownership ether being the Government or the particular
church. But at the time when one comes to meke the
decisonas to who isthered owner we haveto go through
an additiond search. | do believe that there should be some
proper permanent record that we are not having a congtant
sach because there are different people who are
performing the functions a any given time.

The Methodigt Church wanted to get involved in this
project as | said from the time we had moved out o the
school and when we hed completed the Battaleys school.
| am hegppy that it has now reached the point of condusion
and we will note from the significanced the commitment
by the Government to the assistanced the Church and the
fact thet it is tied to an educationd inditution that the
nominda fee of $100 per year which can be conddered a
reasonable fee. | am sure that the Methodigt Church
dthough they, like al the other churches with whom we
have had to ded on the matter of school properties where
there is lack o funding for the repairs even dter the
Government has given them the funds, the agreed aum
when we turn over properties which are no longer in use,
as schoals, they ill fdl short of funds to continue their
projects. We would hope that they would find the funds to
completeand to procesd with theeducationa project which
the Honourable Member for St. Peter spoke. | am aure it
will be appreciated.

With those few remarks, Sir, | just want to support
this Resolution.

Thequestion that thisResolutiondo now pass was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.
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TENANTRIES DEVELOPMENT
( AVENDVENT) BILL, 1994

Order No. 4 was called - To move the Second
Reading of a Bill to amend the Tenantries Development
Act, Cap. 239A.

Hon. D. W. BOWEN: Mr. Spesker, Honourable
Members mey recdl thet the Tenantries Devel opment Act,
Cap. 29A came into force on the 1t November, 1980
concurrently with the proclametion of the Tenantries
Freehold Purchase Ad, Cgp. 239. The Tenantries
Deveopment Act, Cap. 239A was designed to providefor
the devdlopment o tenantries as part of Government's
effort to upgrade the level of housng in theidand.

Under this Act, Mr. Spesker, provison was medefor
specific types of improvements incuding roadways,
drainage, water supply, sewerage disposal and electricity
upply. Under the Ad these types of development hed to
be undertaken by the landlord within a period of 3 years
from the commencement of the Act. What this, in effect
did, wes to give landiords up to October 1983 as the
deadlineto carry out any improvement to their tenantries.
At the expiration df that period the landlordslost the right
to devdop the tenantries and it then became the
responsibility of the Government to develop all tenantries
in which infrastructurewas required prior to the sale of the
lots.

Mr. Speeker, in practica termsthis provison crested
difficulties Snce there are a there were some landlords
who were willing and ablet o finance the development of
their tenantriesprior tothe sde who havebeen prevented
from 90 doing owing to the expiraion of the 3 yeer period
in October, 1983. The financid burden placed an the
Government asaresult is unmanagesble particularly in the
current economic climate.

This Government therefore fed s that the intention of
Section 5 (1) should be to provide for the continuous
development of the tenantriesabeit under the Ministry’s
control and supervison. Indeed the Act shouldeven dlow
for joint venture arrangements between the Government
and the landlords of the tenantries in the development.

What this Amendment seeks therefore to do is to
deetein Section 5 (1) of the Tenantries Development Adt,
Cep. 239A the 3 year limitation thereby permitting:

1 Either the landlord a the Miniger to develop
tenantrieswhere the circumstances support it.

2. To provide a messure of control by the Minigtry
in situations where the landlord is permitted to
develop, and
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3. To remove the unnecessary redtriction.

With these introductory remarks, Mr. Speeker, | beg
to move that this Bill be read a second time.

Hon. J. ©. TUDOR: | beg to second that, Sir, ad
reserve my right to spesk.

Mr. O, S ARTHUR: Mr. Spesker, Sir, this bit of
legidation before the Houseis a piece of legidation thet in
the judgement of the Oppodtion will have vay far
reaching implicationsfor landlords and tenants particularly
in urban aress of Barbados, Sir.

The Oppogtion has not hed a full briefing on it until
the Miniger spoke But we believe that it is such a
profound change thet we ought to study it carefully.

| rise in this debate to ask, with the leave of the
House that further consideration of this maiter should be
deferred until we have oursalveshad the opportunity to go
into al the agpectsimplied in the legidation.

It is legidation that sounds smple but it will have
vay far reaching consequences for both landlords and
tenants We are urgingthet the courtesy of a deferment be
dlowed on this occason so that the House can benefit
from t he fullest possible contribution of the Oppositionon
this very important matter.

130 p.m.

It isan important piece of legidation, Mr. Speeker, it
should not be trifled with, the issuesare profound, and we
areasking thet further consideration be deferred. We have

not redly had enough time among oursalvesto sudy it in

great detail, but we would want to ek to it.

Hon. M. A. KI NG Mr. Speaker, in the circumstances
I move that further condderation o this mater be

postponed.
Hon. B. M. TAITT: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.
QUESTION TIME

Hon. P. M. GREAVES Mr. Spegker, | move that
Quegtion Time be now taken.

Mr. SPEAKER: Quegtion No. 81. The Honourable
Member isnot in his place.

Hon. J. ©. TUDOR: Mr. Spesker, in thn absence of
the Honourable Mamber for &. Michae: ‘outh Eadt, | lay
the answer t0 Parliamentary Question No. 81
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Mr. SPEAKER: That is theend of Question Time,
ADJOURNMENT

Hon. P. M. GREAVES Tha condudes for the
Government, Mr. Speeker, busnesson hand for the day. |
do not know if there are ay matters the Honourable
Members an the other side might want t o deal with today.

Asides.

Hon. P. M. GREAVES Sir, it looks asif t he timefor
adjournment hes arrived. Before we do this, Sir, | haveto
make a Satemernt.

On 27th May notice of a Private Member's
Resolution was duly given, as | understand it, Sir, inthis
House of Assambly. Normdly a time is set asideto dedl
with Resolutions of that nature. | do not propose to make
ay exception on this occason and therefore | am
proposing that that matter, which normaly is dedt with
expeditioudy, should be consdered at the dtting of this
House on Tuesday, 7th June. What | amtryingto say then,
Sir, is that we are resarving Tuesday, 7th Junefor a debate
and determination of that Private Member's matter, notice
of which has been given by the Leader of the Oppogtion.
We would like it concluded in the day and | am going to
move that the House be adjourned until Tuesday, 7th June,
1994 at 10 o'clock in the morning for debate on whet is
normdly referred t0 as a vote o no-confidence. The
Resolution has been tabled by the Honourable Leader of
the Oppogtion.

Mr. O. S ARTHUR: Mr. Speeker, spesking on the
motion for the adjournment, | would first wishto thank the
Leader o the House for the very courteous wey in which

all my requests for discussons o this particular matter
have been to by him. | would dso want to sy,
aswadl for therecord,thd the Opposition, after discusson
with the Government, finds the date o Tuesday,,7th June
agreegblefor the debate. However, we have two concerns.
One, that al Members of Parliament should have been put
in apostionthe if they wanted t o they should be dlowed
to contributeto the debate. | should say that we on this
side are now satisfied thet arrangements have been mede
such that that should bet he case.

The other concern is thd in a mater of this
megnitude | do believe that the public purpose would be
saved best if you could exercise thediscretion vested in
you to havethe debate broadcast and televised live. | am
therefore usng the opportunity of speaking on the motion
for the adjournment t o formally make such an gpplication
to you to Use your good offices t0 meke sure thet this
debate isfully broadcast on radio and tdlevison.

| thank you, Sir.

M. SPEAKER: All | can say to the Honourable
Member | wish | wasin completecontrol t o determinethet
matter right now. The problem isthat | do not have that
complete authority S0to do, but it dways rests within the
procedure of this House where the-Leader of the
Opposition and the Leader of the House determine that
metter. | will do my part, if it does come to that, but
outsde d that it remains there.

The quedtion that the House do now adjourn until
Tuesday, 7th June, 1994 at 1000 a.m. was put and
resolved in the affirmative without division, and Mr.
SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly.

141 p.m.
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