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Prayers were led by His Honour the Mr. DEPUTY
SPEAKER.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The House is now in
session.

MINUTES

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,
| beg to move that the Minutes of the proceedings of the
Honourable the House of Assembly for its meeting of
Friday, August 16, 1996 which have not been circulated be
deferred.

Hon. R. C. EASTMOND: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

PAPERS

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,
| ask that thisitem be deferred.

NOTICES

Hon. D. A. C. SSMMONS:; Similarly, | beg that
Government Notices be deferred.

OBITUARY SPEECHES

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
recently we lost a former Member of this Honourable
House who had rendered ycoman service to his country,
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Mr. Arlington DaCosta Edwards, better known as Joy. It
was with sadness that | learnt of his death and with equal
grief that | attended his funeral.

| got to know Mr. Edwards around 1959, just before
| left school and he was at that time a young man of
considerable popularity in Barbados. | was abroad for 10
years during which time | met him twice in England on
official business. | say on official business becausein the
genera elections of 1961 Mr. Edwards won a seat in this
Honourable House, as representative for St. Andrew and
was the younggst Minister ever elected to this Parliament.
That was not ¢he circimstance that should have caused any
surprise because Mr. Edwards was a man with many facets
to his life. At about the time he won a seat in 1961 he was
the principal' of a private secondary school called the
Federal High School, having served his’ apprenticeship as
a schoolmaster with the late Louis Lynch at the Modem
High School.

Mr. Edwards, in those days, was one who was willing
to assist young Barbadian scholars in the teaching
profession. Some had taught with Louis Lynch and others
taught with Mr. Edwards but he brought to bear on his
managementof hisschool a senseof humanity that allowed
him to offer genuine free secondary education to students
who could not afford to pay for education in that private
institution. It was a very laudable effort.

Mr. Edwards, as | said, Sir, was a very popular man.
I remember seeing him driving up Broad Street. He drove
a flashy car and after the fashion of Sir Garfield Sobers,
the then Gary Sobers, he used to have his collars up and he
wore dark glasses and was much attracted to feminine
pulchritude. When | came back to Barbados| got to know
Mr. Edwardsa lot better but, particularly, in the middle 70s
and after the Government changed in 1976, Mr. Edwards
of course had lost his seat in St. Andrew in 1976 but he
had served continuously from 1961 for 15 years to 1976.
After the Government changed, he fell upon hard timesand
| becamecloseto him in very difficult circumstanceswhich
could have been tragic for him financially because | have
met few people with as many ideas as Joy Edwards. He
was always gushing forth ideas about al kindsof things.

So prior to the hard times upon which he fell his
ideas had led him to the First Nationd City Bank of
Barbados and that bank was very generous in disbursing
funds for a number of the projects Mr. Edwards put to
them, using the medium of a variety of companies. Mr.
Edwards was a builder of chattel houses for people who
needed homes. He had some apartments near the residence
of the Honourable Member for St. Michael West. He
ventured into agriculture. In the period 1966-76 it is
recorded in theannals of this HonourableChamber that Mr.
Edwards was the best Minister of Agriculture that this
country had.

Hedid much for agricultureand | suppose hisinterest
having come from a rural agricultural community, born in
Dark Hole, St. Joseph, he must have had a love for
agriculture and so | believe he got into the business of
buying plantationsand ultimately | think that desire to be
part of thelanded gentry led to great financial problemsfor
him.

| said that | met him in days of great financia
difficulty. The First National City Bank sued him and
severa of his companies for a few million dollars and no
one would take the representation of his cases, no one,
particularly within his own Party, the Democratic Labour
Party. | remember one Friday evening about 3 o'clock he
called meat my Chambersin Lucas Street and said that he
and his brother Happy would like to come and see me, that
they had a pile of writsfor hearing the following Monday.
In those days, we used to have theright to file affidavitsof
defence on a Saturday morning prior to the special court on
aMonday up to 11 o'clock. | asked my secretary to stay on
and we did a number of affidavits of defence and had them
filed.

He had no funds but | thought that he had lega
defences and | ran them. Ultimately we won everyone of
those cases - Inland Investments, Agricultura
Developments. | cannot remember all the names of the
compani s. We became very close as a result of my
representation of Mr. Edwards.

10.30 a.m.

Later on Barclays Bank sought to sue Federal High
School, and again | represented him, Sir, in a case, which
is in the reports on the ultra vires principle in Company
Law, and we won that case. | think since we had won so
many, nobody else bothered to come thereafter.

| found Mr. Edwards a man of very generous spirit.
Even though he was not as well off, after the change of
Government, as he had been before, at every festival |
could look forward to aleg of pork and aleg of lamb. That
is the relation we had. No fees. | have never been that
interested in fees, rather the pursuit of law and justice. So,
we had this relationship, Sir. | would visit Norwood from
time to time and he would visit me at Neils, after | moved
to Neils. As | said, | was pleased to be able to help him.

He gradually revived his fortunes and he reduced his
operations. He moved to Norwood, Sir, and he continued
his agricultural development in every area. Mainly he
changed hisfocus to quarrying, and the quarry at Norwood
kept him going for many years until his illness, which
happened in the 1980s. The first aneurism was in the
1980s.

| adways think that Joy Edward's life in politics
classic example of the vicissitudes of political life, ,
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theingratitude that attends political life. When Joy Edwards
was a staunch Member of the Democratic Labour Party,
before they tried to expel him, anytime there was a
function they would send to him for the pigs, sheep and the
beet', but once he fell upon hard times he was abandoned.

Asides.

Hon. D. A. C SIMMONS: By many, but he had
staunch friends who stayed with him, like the Honourable
Member for St. Michagl West.

It was with great sadness that one witnessed the
rejection, the withering of the man, within his own political
organisation, to the point where in the by-election in St.
Thomas in May 1985, Mr. Edwards openly campaigned
witht me and supported me, and contributed, in no small
measure, to my winning the seat, particularly in the area of
Bagatelle. There was a great flood on October 1, 1970,
peoplein St. Andrew were greatly discommoded, and Mr.
Edwards moved them out from St. Andrew into Bagatelle.
He was able, because of that act of political kindness and
generosity, to be able to get those long-standing friendsand
supporters of his to help me out, Sir.

Asides.

Hon. D. A. C. SIMMONS: There were other factors
we would not discuss now, Sir. | will be eternally grateful
to him, and in due course when | write, Sir, | will give Mr.
Errcl Barrow his due.

Asides.

Hon. D. A. C. SIMMONS: Sir, Mr. Edwards had, and
the HonourableMember for St. Michagl West would know
this even better than | could expressit, Sir, he had afierce
inde pendenceof intellect, and he was prepared to make his
point and stand on what he conceived to be the principleof
the point. | well remember, Sir, his telling me that he and
Errol Barrow had a clash one day that led to the gradual
souring of their relationship, and over a very trivia thing.
Perhapsit tells us about the attitude of politicians of those
day; to each other. | am going to mention it, in the hope
that we politicians of the 1990s and the year 2000, will
havs learnt from that experience and develop different
attitudes to each other.

Now, Joy Edwards, like me, had a great interest and
love for horses and horse racing. Joy was a horse breeder
and he raced a number of animals which won - Mad
Oliver, Brush Master, Frelaris, Sky Line, Whistler's Line.
One day, when he was living at Sandford, Freddie Miller,
the father of the Deputy Prime Minister, himsdf an
outstanding breeder, who used as his foundation marles,
spear grass and white oats, who raced a horse called Sir
Grantley, which refused to start. It was ridden by a jockey
called Walter Husbands, and the Speaker of the House at
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that time was Husbands and it was clear that Sir Grantley
did not like Husbands on his back, and he refused to start.
That was, perhaps, the only bad horse that Freddie Miller
bred because horses like Idle Gower and Indian Brass,
which won the Trumpeter Cup, Freddie Miller bred.

Freddie was going along the road by Sterling, which
has featured so prominently in the last few days, to
Sandford. He met Joy. There was a pre-arranged meeting,
because Freddie did not know how to get to Sandford, and
Errol Barrow was passing and saw them speaking, and
quarrel very badly with Joy Edwards for speaking with
Freddie Miller, who was a member of the Opposition.

Joy told me what he said, and in words that roughly
asked Mr. Barrow to go away and to alow him to have his
own friends. That kind of political enmity, | hopeisathing
of the past. We will quarrel with each other, we will attack
each other in here, but | still believe that we are able to
speak civilly out of here on appropriate occasions, to each
other.

Sir, Joy Edwards gave outstanding service to his
congtituents of St. Andrew. He was very attentive to their
needs. | said he wasa man of many parts. He organised the
first Glee Clubin St. Andrew. He loved singing, he had his
own choir, which joined with Harold Rock. | think that
Harold Rock's choir was called the Choir of the Animation
of the Sick and Incapacitated.

Asides.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: They used to go around
this country. Even after Joy had his first aneurism, every
Christmas Bank Holiday he would still bring the choir to
St. Thomas District Hospital, the Gordon Cummins
Hospital. We would meet there at 10 o'clock. | would bring
some gifts for the patientsand so on, and Joy and his choir
would render, before they went elsewhere, a programme of
Christmas music.

10.40 a.m.

We had a service for Tom Adams after he died and
the choir performed at Holy Innocents Church. He loved
music, he loved singing and he was prepared to lavish
those personal giftsand interestson members of the society
generdly, so that | am pleased to have known Joy
Edwards. He had his downs, Sir, and his management of
the National Housing Corporation was the subject of an
inquiry but that did not leave him bitter.

After the inquiry he was still a good friend of many
of us in the Labour Party and strange enough a good
friend, even a boon friend and companion of the late Tom
Adams. They loved card games and played many together
at what was then the Union Club just down above the
fishing complex. The story is told, Sir, that one night
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they were playing, the Labour Party was having a meeting
aound Carlisle Car Park area and Tom Adams, about
10.00 o'clock sad to Joy Edwards, *"Joy they want me to
ek at a quarter past ten so | an going to wak up there
and put some blows in you. | will tell a couple of lies on
you t00." That is supposed to be a true story, Sir.

As | said, Sir, despite his periods of depressed
economic fortune he was till the happy, gushing, friendly
person. | learnt a lot from him about campaigning, Sir,
particularly in 1985 in the by-election. | therefore will ever
be grateful to him for the contribution which he rendered
to me and my Party in 1985 and before and after.

Sir, | remember him today with fondness. | remember
hisconcern for humanity. Hisjockey was Johnny Belle, the
vay popular Barbadian Jockey and after Johnny retired,
Joy had him and William Hutson, otherwise known as
"Lanky" who was then Blanchette's head groom to run the
farm for him a Norwoods. They did very well. Joy never
forgot his friends even though he might not have hed the
penniesat that time that he may have hed in the sixtiesand
early seventies. He would dways ask them to come and
drop in and he would give you the best that he hed at
Norwoods.

It was therefore very sad and unfortunate that he
suffered a series of aneurisms which rendered him
immobile and speechless and | persondly found it very
hard to visit him in the Cave's Nursng Home in his last
days. It would have upset me too much, Sir, because he
could not respond even though he could perhaps recognise
me. | used to send my best wishes by his friend Charles
Lunn, Sir, who kept in regular contact. But it was redly
sad to see the man that one knew - redly, they used to say
in those days of the fifties, as a hot boy - the hot boy of
the fifties, reduced in the eighties.

His contributionis here and | am sure that historians,
in due course, will give him his due. For now, Sir, | an
content to say that it was a pleasure having known Joy
Edwards. In many ways he enriched ny life, Sir, and | an
grateful to have known him.

Obliged to you, Sir.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, in rising
to participate in the tribute to this very distinguished
Barbadian | fed a sense of sadness and yet one of eation
because when word came that Joy Edwards hed died word
also came to me that as Honourable Members are aware
and as events would turn out, word also came to me from
his wife that he mandated me to be his eulogist | believe
that Joy Edwards mandated me to be his eulogist because
he knew that | would spegk of him with love, that | would
speak of him with truth and that in fact he would be
satisfied with dmost anything | would say about him.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, except for the nead to ensure
that therecords of this House bear testimony to his having
been a digtinguished Member here, | should not wish to
repeat the eulogy for want of time.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Joy Edwards blazed a trail in
parliamentary activity in Barbados that as | have sad it
seems unlikely to be bettered any time soon with regard to
therecord which he st. He came into this Housein 1961.
At that time, and till as | gpesk, the youngest person to
become a Member and Minigter in the Government of
Barbados. At the tender age of 28 he not only won his seat
on thefirst offer but he became a Minister, the Minister of
Hedth and Socia Services, and he became the youngest
ever Minister in the Government of Barbadosand given the
circumstances which oneforeseesdown theroad it islikely
that that record is going to remain for some considerable
time.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | dso think it is important that
Honourable Members in this House recognise that when
you come in as a junior, sooner or later the time comes
when you move wp to the end of the line and then there
comes a time when you move out and as much as many
people do not like to consider their own mortdity it is
ingructive that of the 24 Members who came into the
House in 1961 with Joy Edwards there are only two who
areleftin theflesh and those would be Mr. John Yearwood
and Sir Frank Walcott. All of the others, with the passng
of the late Joy Edwards, have joined that great parliament
somewhere beyond this one where they have to answer to
whomever one answers to.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Honourable Member for St.
Thomas has spoken of Mr. Edwards with candour and with
knowledge. | met him about 48 years ago, nearly 50. In
those days my mother who was relatively poor would send
her children’to Chimborazo the day after we got vacation
and it had happened with al of the children except her girl
child. For somereason girl children did not have theluxury
of being sent on holiday. So | spent every summer of my
life, evary long holiday and meny short ones in
Chimborazo, St. Joseph and it isin Chimborazo, St. Joseph
that 1 met Joy and his brother at a very early age. They
were specid peoplein St. Joseph in terms of boyhood and
how people functioned. They ruled the roost in S. Joseph
dong with the two Smith brothers, one who was an
undertaker, Jonathan, and the other one was a
parliamentary aspirant from St. Joseph, the sons of another
great men the late Lloyd Smith. Indeed, very early in his
life, Joy Edwards had determined that he would emulate
the late Lloyd Smith and anyone who was familiar with
bath of the two gentlemen would recognize a certain
directness which they both hed and a pristine honesty of
ideasand intellectua discoursewhich wasrefreshing. There
is no one who has known Joy Edwards who could fail to
be impressed by the simplicity with which he expressed
himsdf and the clarity no doubt borne out of having
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been a school teacher from the age of 15 until his demise,
because he never from what one heard and observed, never
ceased to be a teacher. He hed the patience of a good
teacher in that he would listen to all kinds of rubbish from
any quarter & anytime and then seek to clarify it in the
terms that only he could perceive.

10.50 a.m.

The Honourable Member spoke about his generous
spirit but his generosity moved beyond spirit. Indeed, if
ever a person impoverished himself by virtue of his
generosity or if a person could, certainly Joy Edwards
sought to claim a record in that regard. Becauseagain &s |
have sad e sewhere, thereis no one who has come to be
pat of his friendship ambiance who did not benefit in
some way whether it was, as the Honourable Member said,
by aleg of pork or whether it was a house or whether it
was an apartment for 3 weeks or whether it was the school
fees being paid at a school other than his own or a number
o things which myriads of citizens in Barbados could
testify to.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, it would be impossble for
anyore to imaginethe magnitude of generosity of this men.

He was a strange being in that regard but it was not
unusud for personsborn in his circumstancesto behavein
that way, because he was born like dmost everyone of us
in this Honourable House in humble circumstances. His
humble circumstances embraced a traditional family - that
is the only way one can describe it - that extended
throughout the village of St. Helen or asit is better known,
the village of Dark Hole. Dark Hole hed an Edwardsclan,
aBryan clan and a Brathwaiteclan and someothersand all
were part of the traditiona family. Joy Edwards and his
family were close in spirit, they were close in blood and
they were closein ideas and wherever Joy Edwards went
and however he prospered he carried his entirefamily with
him.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we are familiar with these kinds
o relationships. He and his brother Hgppy were more like
a twin than many twins | know and they hed a sister and
their 1nother and father, and they wereadl like asingle unit.
They were literally all for one and one for al. Whenever
Joy who was a basic entrepreneur would embark, especialy
in the early days, on variousand sundry exploits, the most
famous of which was the opening of his first school the
Federal High School, they pooled their entire resourcesand
moved in thet direction. Many years later when | met him
in 1970 and 1971, | recdled that his sSster had started a
businessin the United Statesand mogt of the resources for
the beginning of that business had come from Barbados
where Joy hed continued the tradition of taking his family
wherever he went.

The higory of his movement as a person | have
recorded €lsawhere and | do not wish to detain the House

unnecessarily. But referenceshould be madeto the peculiar
relationship he had with the late Tom Adams The
Honourable Member has told a true story about Tom
Adams leaving the card table and going to ek to a
politicd meeting. But a perusa of the records of
Parliament will show that in Parliament these two had a
continuing reparteegoing between them which was vicious
in terms of the language used and at the end of which
amost every day they would comparenotest o see who hed
bloodied whose nose figuratively spesking on the basisd

the utterances they mede. One famous one, Mr. Deputy
Spesker, can be found in Hansard and | an sure that
Honourable Members as politicianswould forgive me if |

refer to it for example. Thisis a case between the late Sir
James Tudor who was then J. C. Tudor and Tom Adams
and Joy Edwards. Earlier in the debate Joy Edwardson a
point of order got up. They were talking about a man who
had been employed at the Development Board and Joy
Edwards finished what he was saying, addressing a point
of order while Tom Adams was speaking and he said:

"Now that this has been pointed out, he begins to
dance the twis." (meaning Tom Adams).

Tom Adams went on to say some things about him
subsequently. Later on now Mr. Tudor said on page 3346.

“Mr. Spesker, | got the impresson that the only
conceivable reason for the Honourable Member
calling Mr. Tudor's name was because there happens
to be somebody with that name who istill a Member
of this House"

Mr. ADAMS camein;

"Sir, there are criminasin Barbados caled 'Adans.

Thereis none in prison, but there is at least one in
the Democratic Labour Party. | have never found it
necessary to get on a platform to.say this. Indeed, Sir,
| seefrom the Voter'sList that thereare three persons
named 'Grantley Adams.”

Mr. SPEAKER said:

"And thereare three parcelsof land at Wildey which
is the subject of this Resolution.”

Mr. ADAMS

"None of them owned by the three Grantley Adams,
Sr.”
Hon. DaCosta EDWARDS:

"On a point of order, Mr. Speaker. Did these three
criminalscdled Adams commit crimesin the United
Kingdom?*
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Mr. Deputy Speaker, only those of us who are
familiar with the relationshi pbetween Adams and DaCosta
Edwards can fully appreciate this point of order which
comes out o left field but it is redly in response to
something that Tom had said way back in the debate. This
is the kind of relationship they had, but | think that it
would be fair to say tha they were friends.

1100 a.m,

This House has been replete with friendships which
exist between membersin opposite political parties, where
the friendships have not contaminated the political rivalry
and where, in my view, thereis a leve o civility which
exigts a the political level, because paliticsis primarily
about ideas and the ideas people have about how the
country should be arranged and how the resources of the
country should be digtributed. It is entirely possible, as
Your Honour knows, for two persons who like each other
as persons to have entirely opposite views on how those
two fundamentals of the arrangements for the country
should be determined. Hence Joy Edwards found himself
from time to time a variance with everybody on issues
relating to how poor people should be treated.

If it can be sad that he had a virtue, if he had only
one virtue it was that he cared about ordinary people as
much as he cared about himsalf. Thereis no doubt, and has
never been any doubt, in my mind that Joy Edwards cared
about ordinary people and his ordinary people did not
extend to the cocktail party circuit ordinary people, but
rather ordinary, barefoot people, because in his day many
ordinary people were in fact among the barefoot crowd.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the story of how he rose from
nothingness to become one of the mgor entrepreneurs in
Barbados has bean told and no doubt will be told again.
Thegory o how hefought with hisown politica party hes
not been told as often, but when he reached the point
where he bdieved that their attitude to him was iniquitous,
he demongtrated his own position, as Your Honour heard,
by campaigning vigoroudy along with Mr. Smmons, as he
then was known, because he felt that a a time when he
needed assistanceMr. Simmons had cometo his assistance
and he felt that since he was unable to provide Mr.
Smmons with the kind o lucrative fees that were
necessary, he needed to provide him with a friendship that
was hecessary, even as he knew, having been an officer in
the party, that it was bound to follow as night the day that
if he provided comfort for the enemy he would pay the
ultimate price, which isfact he did with the expulsion from

the party.

His expulsion from the party as such could never
expd him from the hearts of those who had known and
loved him. Asa matter of fact, Mr. Deputy Speaker, one of
the ironies of our relationship - that is, Joy and mysdf -
isthat | was the Presiding Officer as the President o the

party on theoccasion when theissue came before the party,
and the only time | can recall seeing the Honourable
Member for St. Thomas in the hals of the Democratic
Labour Party, in the bosom o the Democratic Labour
Party, was when he appeared bringing the defence for Mr.
Edwards who determined that he would not turn up & the
so-caled tria and thereby alowing himsdlf to be expelled
by default, as he knew would happen. On the day after the
expulsion from the party, the first person on the telephone
to spesk to me was Joy Edwards, so generous of spirit that
he wanted to let me persondly know that he understood
that | had no choice but to preside as a Presiding Officer
and that nothing could gand between us, not even his
expulsion from the party which he had served and loved
with such digtinction. And, Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is true
that he had served the Democratic Labour Party. He hed
served the Democratic Labour Party in every respect and
the record must bear, for dl time, that during the most
difficult parts of the party's existence in the early days,
when the party had no money, as is the case with politica
parties in the wilderness, when the party had no resources
other than enthusasm and the good abilities of its
leadership, it was Joy Edwards that provided the financia
and other resources for the Democratic Labour Party to
carry out its campaign in 1961 and many times thereafter.

Joy Bdwards provided, as happenswith other political
parties and still happening with my own politica party,
thereisawayssomeone who may be unsung subsequently,
who can never be forgotten for having provided the blood,
sweat and tears, the mortar, financia and otherwise, which
help to make a political party a cogent entity, The
Demoacratic Labour Party, for as long as it exists and even
thereafter, will have to be grateful to Joy Edwards for his
contribution to the party, and in that respect | will end, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, as | began, to say that Barbadoswill have
dways to be graeful for the contribution which Joy
Edwards made to this country as an educator, as a
politician, as Minister of Government, but above dl as a
human being. The character of the man, the human,
superseded dl of his other attributes in that his first and
foremost consideration, both when he was wel and when
he was wdl endowed, was for his fdlowman. If the spirit
which Joy Edwardsdemondtrated throughout his life, if the
generosity which he showed both in things materid and
more particularly in things spiritual to his fellowman can
be emulated by a smdl portion of those in public life
overly as we move into the 21t century, Barbados will
continue to be wel served.

| am proud to have had hm number me as one of his
friends and | know that al of the others who were so
numbered are proud. | have had the privilege of knowing
his young children and hearing them spesk about hm and
| know that they would wish me, along with the rest of his
family, to record their thanks to Honourable Memberswho
have spoken and will speak in this debateand | know they
will wish to know that this House has recorded its




i,

3681

m

thanks to one of its most illustrious sons for a job well
done at a period when what Barbados needed was in fact
patriots willing to give ther lives, and in many ways that
is what Joy Edwards did for his country.

| am grateful to Y our Honour.

Hon. R. C. EASTMOND: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
Arlington DaCosta Edwardswho served in thisHonourable
House between the years 1961 and 1976 wasin hislast 15
years a congtituentof mine, living at Norwoods, St. James,
andin hislast yearstill kept loyal to what he perceived to
be one o his calings, that of encouraging and developing
agriculture.

| remember Arlington DaCosta Edwards as being a
strong man in the congtituency of St. Andrew. So strong
indeed was he that when the congtituency boundaries were
realigned and readjusted in 1971, the Government at the
time thought that he was so strong in parochia St. Andrew
that the Government put Orange Hill, a Barbados Labour
Party bastion, into St. Andrew to relieve whoever was to
run for the Democratic Labour Party in St. James, at the
same time being aware of the risk it was taking in taking
a HLP stronghold and putting it into Joy Edwards S
Andrew. Edwards was able to win in 1971 by in excess of
600 votes, notwithstanding that Orange Hill voted against
him massively. Such, Mr. Deputy Speaker, suggests that
hen: was a politician with an enormous amount of grass-
roo: gpped. He made Belleplaine into his mogt treasured
stomping ground and to this day St. Andrew people will
tell you that when they went to him with various needs, not
only did he dways offer a listening ear but there were
times when they required persona attention and persond
favours and Joy was always there for them in times when
giv ng was in the form of tremendous persond sacrifice.
11.10 am.

He developed areputation in politicsas beinga heavy
spender smply because to alleviate the suffering that he
saw among his people he pulled his pocket and supported
his constituents. In fact, in 1976 when electionscame and
somed hisadversarieswere suggesting to hisvotersin St.
Andrew that he could have been crooked, Joy Edwards
made boast to say publicly on a platform - "If | tief, | tief
fuh wunna.” He said so0. His adversaries were saying that
this men isathief and Joy said that "'if | tief. | tief for St.
Andrew people* Such wes the man.

| recdll, too, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that Mr. Edwards
worked with Mr. Rock, who was organist at St. Leonard's
Church for a long time, with a choir called the Chair for
the Animation of the Sick and Incapacitated. This choir
drew membership from countryside Barbados including
pats of St. James. For years this choir was able to go
around Barbadosat Christmastime offeringcomfort to less
fortunate people.

In the days of what are now district hospitas, which
people usad to call amshouses, that choir would go to
these district hospitals, Mr. Deputy Speaker, and sing
Christmas carols bringing with it giftsand | remember this
because | think that we in Barbados have lost the
opportunity to spread Christmas cheer in that same form.
We used to have in Barbados a tradition whereby people
called the scrubberswho would come around at Christmas
singing and al they redly wanted was some appreciation.
They never redly wanted cash as such. Out of the
scrubbers we had had in Barbados, 30 and 40 years ago, a
tradition in which peoplecame around at Christmastime to
spread joy — and | am not punning on the word "joy** - and
to offer solace to those especialy in need at the Christmas
season.

If thereis one thing | see that Barbados lacks today
when we remember these things is that the decline of
village choirs in Barbados is in my view a very sad
experience. | would like to see the NCF do something to
inspire people to develop villagechoairs. | remember just a
few yearsago going to the parish of St. Philip at St. Philip
Parish Church and that church was honouring a number of
outstanding village personsin St. Philip who did precisely
what Joy Edwards did in terms of music and developing
choirsof asmal scale, in termsof the cultural importance
of good church music.

| remember too, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that when Mr.
Edwards was €l ected to this Honourable Housein 1961, he
was then the youngest member of Parliament and became
the youngest Cabinet Minister. | would want for the record
to say that Joy Edwards hed the distinction of either being
the occupant of every portfolio in Barbados except the
Ministry of Finance or being the acting Minister in every
portfolio in Barbadosexcept the Ministry of Finance. In all
the portfolios that this country has had he hes hed some
say whether it was as acting or substantive Minister, in all
except the Ministry of Financeand of course the Attorney
Generd, because he wasnt a lawyer.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, shortly after | took up office at
the Minigry of Agriculture, a lot of the long standing
members of that Minigtry, the civil servants, were of the
view that he redly had his heart in agriculture and hed
done a lot to inspire them to work and, in fact, some of
them actually said he was the best Minister of Agriculture
they had seen in action both in terms of his human
relations, getting dong with them, and in terms of some
policies he brought.

He was interested in livestock farming and did an
enormous amount to develop livestock. | believe it was
under his tenure that he devised a system by which one
stream of the Ministry concentratedon plants and the other
stream on livestock. He made it his businessto ensure that
Barbadoshed hedlthy livestock both from the point of view
of actual hedth and from the point of view of numbers.
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He went around the world looking to see what new breeds
we can get. In fact, it is a remarkable coincidence that as
he was searching the world for new breeds of animalsthe
black belly sheep emerged in Barbadosin his timeas being
aspeciesdf remarkable potential.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, even when he was clearly
beyond his times he «ill struggled to identify with
agriculturalists and he was a member of an ingitution
called NAFA, Northern Associationdf Y oung Farmers, but
asit turned out he was the only personsin the group with
any capitd and the others were hangers-on and they put
enormous pressure on him at a time when his finances
were not the best. So that project never succeeded. Not
becausedf any absenceof will on the part of Joy Edwards
but because the persons with him had no resources and
eventually the project died.

| would also like the record to reflect the fact that as
an educator Joy Edwardswas great and he turned out some
noble people. The Honourable Member for . George
North sat at the feet of Joy Edwards at the Federd High
School. Reverend Errington Massiah, Desmond Haynes,
West Indies cricketer, Graydon Nesfield, currently General
Manager o the National Housing Corporation and the late
Dr. Esther Archer also sat at the feet of Joy Edwards, not
a the Federd, but | believe at the Modem...

If you note something about these people whom | just
described dl of them without exception were peopleor are
people who did a lot for humanity. He seemed to have
been able to interest them not necessarily in physics and
eectronics, those detached things that have to do with
dedling with mechanical things, but he was able to bring
out of his students a feding of humanity which permitted
them to go on to help humanity.

Mr, Deputy Spesker, | know that when the Federa
was in Belmont Road despite the fact that Melbourne,
Belront Road, the headquartersof the Federal, had no redl
playing grounds, Federal High School was one of the top
teams in Ronald Tree's Under Fifteen Cricket, despite not
having their own playgrounds. They used to have to go
down to Weymouith to be able to practise and to engagein
cricket.

To his credit, then, Mr. Deputy Speaker, in addition
to beng an able politician, in addition to being a
choirmagter, in addition as the learned Attorney Generd
and Member for St. Thomas in a most remarkablecobituary
speech said, in addition to al these things that have been
outlined, Joy Edwards was able to work in education to
make a contribution to education and to make a
contribution to sports.

| am not much of a horseracing fan but | do vividly
recal that there was a story about Joy Edwards being
involved. | remember.Johnny Belle being his jockey.

As a maen from Dark Hole, St. Joseph, he was able
to touch many a life. He was able to carve for himsdf in
the parishes, both of St. Joseph and St. Andrew, a very
specid niche. Asfate would haveit, hislast 10 or 15 years
often saw him in moments of despair and | am sure there
were times when he was virtudly desperate. He fought
manfully against ill hedth in the last 10 years of his life
and in recent times of course he passed away.

Barbados today is very much a fortunate place to
have been visited by Joy Edwards and to have benefited
from the contribution he made. Mr. Deputy Speaker, with
these remarks, | too would like to offer sympathy to his
relatives and to associate mysdf with the remarks that
other Honourable Members have made. Thank you very
much.

11.20 a.m.

Mr. J O. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Spedker, it is an
honour for me to contribute in this tribute to one of the
greatest Parliamentarians that would have served in this
Honourable House for some 15 years, during the period
1961-1976.

I, mysdf, Mr. Deputy Speaker, was not a direct
asociate of the late, former Honourable Member of this
House, Arlington DaCosta Joy Edwards. However, | must
indicate that | happened to have had many closeencounters
and incidents with him. | certainly, speaking on behalf of
the younger members of the Democratic Labour Party,
would like to indicate the kind of influence that he would
have had on this second generation, and certainly pay my
respects on behdf of al of usto a great life well lived,

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | should say, at the outset, that
the late Arlington DaCosta Joy Edwards emerged on the
.Jpalitica landscape of this country at a time when it wes
necessary to demondtrate to the massbase of peopledf this
society what good living is @out. | think he had a very
clear vison about what he would like to see in terms o
development for black people, and by his own living he
sought to demongtrate the kind of life that is desirable for
people to aspireto live. | think the fact that he was able to
develop that entrepreneurial skill where he was able to
reach successat a very early age, as if he had some degree
of urgency, tells us a story about this great man.

The eulogy that was presented by the Honourable
Branford Taitt, during his thanksgiving service, is a
document that should be properly noted and recorded. It
was very well done. It wasfair, it was very honest, and it
depicted the men that | am trying to capture today. That
Mr. Deputy Speaker, is a document, | am not sure if itis
a dl possble, to make it a part of the record of
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this House, but | certainly would like to make it a record.
It should be preferred reading, and if |1 have the kind
permission of the House, Sir, | would certainly make it
availableto the House. | adopt it as part of my speech and
certainly would like it to form part of the record.

| must speak on a persona note, as | said, Mr.
Deputy Speaker. Here is a man who understood
development of people. He understood the struggle, the
ditficulties the masses of people in this country were
experiencing. Hejoined handswith a political organisation,
whose philosophy obviously gelled with his, and in the
1950s they sought to progress the social development of
this country that we considered necessary in the
Demoacratic Labour Party. Also when we fused the kind of
ph:losophical positions held by the late Joy Edwards, we
understood that this was a person who recognised that
people could not continue to live in the kind of poverty,
within this region, as they were living and sought to so
something about it.

| think, Mr. Deputy Speaker, many Honourable
Members spoke very glowingly about hisdevel opment, and
his stewardship as a Minister, and so forth. | must indicate
to you that | had the very fortunate pleasure of working
very closely with Joy Edwards when he sought to bring
new breeds of livestock into Barbados. At the time |
worked as Operations Manager with Air Canada, and | was
responsible for Cuba, Barbados, Venezuela and Brazil,
whare | was in charge of moving...

Asides.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: | was responsible, Mr. Deputy
Speaker as the Air Canada Operations Manager for this
region. | had to oversee the transportation of cows out of
the Canadian market, the Jersey cows and pigs and so
forth, into the region. What struck me was that this
Minister, who was very famous and very important, would
come very calmly to the airport when we were off loading
the cows, and just be among the guys on the ramp and so
forth, participating in the off loading. Then he would quite
simply say that one of the reasons why he wants to have
this line is because he feels that we have a tourism
industry, we have to upgrade the quality of meat and he
san down the future. That here is an opportunity for us to
hav; the quality of meat available to Barbados and to the
local tourism industry that was available to North America
and Europe, and he stressed on.

He was a lover of good bloodstock, and | think that
he had a passion for it. | remember distinctly, that we had
a dogan that triggered him called "'Yes We Can." Within
Air Canada itsdlf, there was a marketing dogan that we
used at the time, "Yes We Can," we can do anything. It
triggered him and he said that he liked the dogan because
people must understand that anything you want to achieve
in thislife, yes you can do it if you put your mind to it.

 —

Asides.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Whatever you say, Mr. Deputy
Speaker. | am not very famousfor Latin. | had a very short
experience with it with Stanton Gittens, but | would not
speak about that on this occasion. | am not familiar at all,
but I have some fond memories of it in any event and |
will tell you at sometime privately.

That slogan, " YesWe Can," isaslogan that triggered
the late Joy Edwards. | remember him querying me about
it and he said he like the slogan because it meant that in
terms of offering service or achieving what we want to
achieve..

Asides.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: That captured in essence what
people living should, in essence, be all about. If you want
to achieve, "Yes You Can." | think that he demonstrated
that he was simply able to achieve a lot of success during
his time as school teacher, a farmer, a businessman, a
politician and horse racing enthusiast.

| recall, Mr. Deputy Speaker, many years ago, as the
Honourable Member for St. Thomas said, that he had a
very strong love for horseracing. | remember this, it sticks
out in my mind very often, when his horses would win, he
would just calmly lead them in and he would just smply
congratulate the jockey and admire his horses as they wak
away and they took them out of the winner's enclosure.

Herewas a composed man. Many people would be so
excited and elated, and jump al over the place when their
horses won. Here was a very calm man, who was very
self-assured, Who understood success, and enjoyed it in a
very calm and a very dignified manner.

| mugt indicate that he had a bloodline that he was
very proud of called the Berry Brow bloodline from which
he had produced afilly called Beryl. | do not know if the
Honourable Member for St. Thomas remember Beryl. This
was out of that bloodline and he was very proud of that,
from which Floating Mohammed also came.

Asides.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: He admired this bloodline. I think
that when you look at the development of horse racing
today, where you have seen the development of boodlines,
you can appreciate, again, that even though it was not
directly related to agriculture, as the Honourable Member
for St. James North had indicated, that he set up, and had
this love for the improvement of livestock. Even in horse
racing he admired and appreciated good top qua’
breeding.
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| am trying to capture, that hereis a man who liked
the best, who set examples, who sought to improve the lot
of himself, to provide an example of the kind of life that
you should enjoy, and at the same time never losing sight
of the mandate that was set before him to pull aong other
people with him. That is the stamp of a very great man. A
man who can show this is what we must achieve in this
environment, we must live better, we must have better
conditions. He lived it, he enjoyed it, but what was most
important was that he sought to share whatever he enjoyed
with every single person around him.

Itisregrettablethat Parliamentarians, who produceso
much over their period of time should ever be rejected in
thiscountry. | recall in 1976 when | knew the kind of work
that had been done by Joy Edwards, when | heard that Joy
Edwards had lost the election in St. Andrew, it was a
painful experience because Joy Edwards, who we al knew
had done so much for so many, yet he lost. Somewhere
along the ling, it shows you that you can go to the fullest
extent, but because of a breakdown in communication or
because of misunderstandingsin politics, that sometimes
the very people that you have sought to pull up are
misguided and would want to pull you down. What is
strange, Mr. Speaker, isthat recently as| travelled through
St. Andrew the people of St. Andrew, still today, are
saying that they regret that they <till do not have the late
Honourable Member as their representative. They have said
over and over again that one of the greatest mistakes they
ever made was to get rid of a good representative. Mr.
Deputy Speaker, | think that | have captured in a very
honest and factual way thelife of the late, great, Arlington
DaCosta" Joy" Edwards.

11.30 a.m.

| am going to, as | indicated to you Mr. Deputy
Speaker, make this document which is a record of the
eulogy that was delivered at his thanksgiving service, a
document of thisHouseand | certainly, Sir, would want to
pay his family my greatest respect and to ask them to
appreciate that in their own household rested one of the
greatest Barbadians that ever lived. | think that history
should record and they should never forget the kind of
contribution that was made by this great man. | thank you
very much.

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | too
would want to pay nmy respectsto aformer parliamentarian
who has done tremendousservice to hiscountry and whose
life has touched a number of students in Barbados. |, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, am a product of the Federal High School
and by virtue of the fact that he was the founder of the
Federal High School | too was touched by his generosity,
by his love, by his kindness, and by his willingness to
listen to young people.

| believe, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the nearest time | ever
came to be a Member of the Democratic Labour Party was

during the years 1961 to 1966 when men of the calibre of
Joy Edwards wereindeed doing tremendous service within
this country and Honourable Members have spoken of the
fact that he was founder of the choir which went around
Barbados praising God and giving service to most of the
hospitalsand infirmaries within thisisland. | too wouldlike
to say that Joy Edwards and people in that era who were
young at that timeinspired other young people like mysglf
to be concerned with their fellowmen.

I would like to say on behalf of al the studentswho
have gone to the Federal, all the people whose life he has
touched, who will miss him, he has been an inspiration to
us. He has taught us to be men and women. He has taught
us to love, to be caring. He has taught us that education is
important. The Honourable Member for St. James North
has spoken about a number of those educators who have
succeeded because of the contribution made by-the late
Member for St. Andrew. Surely there are a number of
other people who may not have made it to the top who in
their daily lives have and are contributing tremendously to
the devel opment of society not only in the field of palitics,
medicine or the law but surely in other humble fields
wherever they are today and we want to thank him for his
contribution and for his foresight in establishing an
educational institution which has contributed. Today we
wish we had people of the talent and inspiration of Joy
Edwards becauseit is sadly missing in education where we
can have a strong head teacher who can inspire discipline
in the schools. His school, Mr. Deputy Speaker, did not
have 500 or 1000 children. At one time the Federal High
School had as many as 2 000 and over studentsand it was
peoplelike Mr. Edwards who havecontributed significantly
because many studentsdid not pay their term fees yet they
went to school. Many students did not have lunch during
the day but yet he contributed significantly to the
development of hundredsand thousandsof young students
throughout this country and we would want to remember
him.

| would like also to pay specid tribute to his family
who wen: sympathetic to him during his sickness. | saw
him in Toronto after 1985 when we he went for an
operation. | visited him when he came back home. | know
that he was one of those persons who always had a liking
for people. | would like at this stage to pay my respects to
his family and offer our condolences. Thank you.

Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, |
rise in support of this Resolution. The late Arlington
DaCogta" Joy" Edwards was an associate of my father and
| have gathered much about this late gentleman from my
father with whom he had worked.

As a young man he had gone to school at the Rega
High School which was then owned by a Mr. Blackett who
is the uncle of the current principal of the Springer
Memorial School who aso happened subsequently to be a
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Rega High School closed down Joy Edwards was about 15
years old. Joy as we knew him then, came over to the
Winmore Prep. School which was based in Thornbury Hill,
a school which my Dad was running at that time. Hecame
there as pupil teacher and he received |essonsfrom George
Nelson, my father's brother, aso brother of thelate Milroy
Reece. George was teaching at the Winmore Prep. School
a that time and George gave him lessons. Joy, having
learnt the art of teaching and having gained one or two
'O’ levels then went on to work at the Arlington High
School which was owned as wel by a former
parliamentarian, Mr. George Batson, who happened to be
Menrber of Parliament at one stage for St. Thomas. Joy
went to teach at the Arlington with Mr. Batson, | think it
was between 1949 and 1950. He then moved on to the
Modem High School in 1953.

After the Winmore Prep. School closed my Dad went
to work also at the Modem High School in 1955 and there
he regjoined Joy for a period of time up to 1958 when Joy
started the Federal High School with his assstance. Joy
vas a diligent teacher | am told. He was a very good
teacher of English History and he was well respected at the
Modern. Indeed, herose to become Deputy Principa of the
Modern High School and he aso acted as Principa at
times under the late Louis Lynch who had also been a
Member of Parliament for the City of Bridgetown.

11.40 a.m.

When Joy started his school, he hed about 9 pupilsin
the firs year. But what was significant is that Joy
understood the need for heavy promotion and he went
about the promotion for his school and he was able to
attract within one year about 1700 pupils at the Federa
High School. As my dad told me, in 1959 when ny dad
hed started the Cooperative High School that Joy came
over to him and said "'l now have the same numbersas the
Modern High School.” So the Modem hed about 1700 in
1950 and Joy by that time had reached 1700 in just one

year.

This therefore speaks of a nan who had a lot of
ambition, dedication and who would go dl out to achieve
his objectives to have started a school with jugt a few
pupils and in one year to reach 1700 the same as the
Modem School he hed left. Not only that, Joy understood
the spirit of good will and to that extent he had been able
as the Honourable Member for St. George North has told
us to attract a number of pupils through a number of
incentives whereby he gave a number of students free
education a his school. For example, if you had a number
of children at the school, you were given one free and he
had a scalewhich islike the modem principle of marketing
which he was applying way back in the late 1950s and
early 1960s to the extent that his school became the biggest
private school in Barbados.

Joy weas adso ingrumental in having the Barbados
Independent Secondary Schools Association started to
represent the interest of private schools. | believethat it is
with thestartingof this Association that the privateschools
have been able to get recognition in Barbados to the extent
where the Government has given a package of incentives
and assistance to the private schools whereby children
could get bursariesaong the same principle that Joy hed
where he would on his own means give children free
education or subsidize their education.

It is no wonder then that Joy had been able to gain
his seat in the House of Assembly. My understanding is
that he was originaly a member of the Barbados Labour
Paty but in 1961 he had been offered to run for the
Democratic...

Aside.

Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER: My understanding was
that he was a" member".

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sr. The
gentlemanis not here to defend himsdf but | fed bound to
set the record dtraight. He was a member of a political
organization before but never the Barbados Labour Party.
He was never a member of the Barbados Labour Party.

Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER: My understanding, Sir,
and | an not being pgorative is that he was a **member”
and | do not know if he paid his dues, but he was a
member of the Barbados Labour Party.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Honourable Member
for St. Michagl South Central.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: On a point of order, Sir, torise
in thiskind of presentation to interrupt. | can testify to the
fact that he was not a member of the Barbados Labour
Party. In point of fact, Mr. Deputy Speaker, for the record
thelate Joy Edwardsstarted his political car eer asa 'Y oung
Conservative aong with the late Dr. Charlie Harris, They
werethe two that organized the Y oung Conservativegroup
which supported Mr. Louis Lynch and they started holding
public meetingsaround 1957 in Barbados. That isafact. |
was working beside him at the time. All right.

Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER: What thisshowsis that
I think that it isimportant that Membersof Parliament have
documented relevant history so that we would not have this
kind of disagreement on these matters. But | an giving the
record as | have it from some person who | think is
authentic and who has no axe to grind that he was a
member because sometimes people refer to people as
members, not that they are card bearing members, but that
there is an association and they construe that these people
are members. | am just stating the facts.
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But the point that | am making, Sir, and | an just
stating thefactsas| know them, isthat Joy Edwardsjoined
the Democratic Labour Party after the 1961 elections
because there were certain things about the Democratic
Labour Party that made contact with wht...

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir. The
Honourable Member is saying that he joined the
Democratic Labour Party after the 1961 eection. He wes
a candidate in 1961 for the Democratic Labour Party and
you mugt not distort the fact if you are putting it into the
record. If you have something written down and it is not
accurate, then say what you have to say because it is
foolishness.

Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER: Mr. Deputy Spesker, |
would have to be idiotic to say that the Honourable
Member joined the Democratic Labour Party after he hed
run. Heran for the Democratic Labour Party in 1961 so he
hed joined before the eection. So that is nothing to be
disputed and this is not a matter of BLP or DLP. | am
giving the factsas | know them.

Sir, he found that there were certain things tha
appedled to him and he therefore went forward as a
member of the Democratic Labour Party and he ran for the
Democratic Labour Party in 1961. Sir, | think that we also
need to make the point that Joy Edwards was onedf those
community minded personsat that time who was drawn to
politicsasaform of representation, thekind of person who
was thrown up from the community having worked hard
and therefore had been given the kind of recognition that
made him a prime candidate. He was one of the persons
such as we had in Louis Lynch. We had Mr. George
Batson at that time. There was Joy Edwards himsdf and
we hed other people of similar sock who was interested,
like Wynter Crawford'sbrother who wasal soinvolved with
the school. These were people who had made contact with
the masses through mass basad ingtitutions. He was one of
those people who understood what mass based
representation was about and therefore comments that we
are hearing that he aways was minded to represent the
masses obvioudy would have come out of a Stuation
where he understood the masses through being involved
with a private school. | need to make that point because
people like that are able to give the kind of representation
from the grass root because they understand wha grass
root contact and representation is al about through their
daily contact.

Sir, Joy Edwards was aso a community minded
person. My understanding is that he was involved in
upwardsto 17 socid organizationsin Barbadosand in most
of them he madea very great contribution. Here wasa men
who understood what community representation wes all
about.

11.50 a.m.

| aso want to spesk of Joy Edwards the men who
understood how to represent a cause and to work towards
a caue. We have heard reports of his coming to
disagreement because when he hed a view and he had facts
which supported that view he held strongly to that view. It
is a podtion we need to be mindful of, that people
sometimes tend to just follow a crowd instead of bringing
an informed position to discussion. | am proud, therefore,
to be spesking of the late Arlington DaCosta Edwards, a
men who from an early age made a sterling contribution,
amen who at the age of 28, avery young age, even before
he was 28 years old had been able to make a contribution
in education and who was a Member of Parliament and
aso a Miniger at the age of 28, a very early age.

By the time he had finished, Sir - he had logt the
election in 1976 - he was age 43, an age at whicha lot o
people come to Parliament. By that time he had served his
country. But what is significant about his coming to
Parliament at age 28 was not only the youth in itself,
chronologicaly he was age 28 but he had much more
experience than | believesome people have at age 45. This
gpesks to the fact that we need in our communities to
encourage people to beinvolved, starting at thecommunity
level, to understand their communities S0 that they can
make a worthwhile contribution not only to the
communities but in time also to the country as a whole,

| therefore want to give condolences to the family of
Arlington DaCogta Edwards and | hope hislife will be an
exanple to those who want to contribute to the
communitiesand to the country.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Deputy Speaker-1 did not
attend the Federa High School and | amn not, and | was
not, a member of the DemocraticLabour Party, so | cannot
realy spesk in the same terms with which Honourable
Members on both sides spoke. | will be very brief in my
comments with respect to the Honourable Member, but |
believe that asthe representativefor the constituency which
he represented | would not like this opportunity to pass
without giving my condolences to his family, and in this
respect | support the Resolution and | would like to
asociste mysdf with dl the positive comments by
Members on both sides with respect to the Honourable
Member.

| knew the late Joy Edwards when | wes a very
young boy at school. | recall him coming through the area
indicating that he was interested in representing the
condituency of St. Andrew. The boundaries have since
been changed, but Orange Hill where | lived was very
close to the old congtituency of St. Andrew, even though
Orange Hill is now part of thecongtituency of St. Andrew.
My first impression was how could one so young be that
mature to represent such a large constituency, because in
thosedaysthat ishow | saw St. Andrew. | was somewhat
surprised when he was elected, | must say, and | was
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even more surprised at the quality of his contribution after
he became the representativefor St. Andrew.

He was a very community minded person. He made
you feel, even though he was a ot older than | wasat the
time, as though he was of the young boys, one of the
teenagersin the district. He was at every fair, every youth
group meseting. He would alwaysoffer to come to spesk to
the group, and if there was an occasion that the youth
group - and | recal in those days | was a member of the
St. Silas Youth Group - and if we hed a function and we
did not invite him, you could rest assured that the next day
the telephone would ring and he would say: "1 know you
did not invite me, but | want to pay my contribution.”" He
would adways know about the activitiesin the area.and he
would always offer to make a contribution.

He knew where | stood politically. | would not want
to get into the debate as to whether or not he wes a
member of the DLP or the BLP. | know he had sympathies
both ways, | know that for a fact. | guessthat if | disclose
certain conversations that took place between mysdlf and
him the Honourable Member for St. Michael West would
object, so | would not actually go down thet road. But he
knew where | stood in those days and | believe we were
good friends, even though he was a lot older then | was. |
recall as a member of the St. Silas Y outh Group - because
in those days | was very active in the area, | was not a
Johnny-come-lately, | was very activein the St. James/St.
Andrew area and everything in the Orange Hill area
revolved around the &t. Silas Y outh Group, of which | was
President, among other positions which | held.

| just could not understand how he used to get his
information, but we would be in touch more or less on a
weekly basis. | recall on oneoccasion, | remember vividly
we hed araffleand at the time we were planning to raffle
abicycle. Say we had a meeting on the Friday. | remember
being caled on the Saturday morning and | recal Joy
Edwards cdling me and he sad: "You are hiding
something from me. You dl are having a raffle and you
dont want anything from me" At that time he hed a pig
farm,Hesaid: "I an the representative for St. Andrew and
| am going to show you that | am going to make my
contribution and my contribution will be delivered a your
house the next day.”" | was a little puzzled as to how he
knew about the raffle, because we only had the meeting the
night before, and 1o and behold the next day a pig turned
up & my house. He knew that | would have been familiar
with pigs, because my father wasa speculator and he used
to ded with pigs on a daly bass so there was no
embarrassment there. Even though we did not proceed to
raffle the pig, it camein very handy at theend of the year
when we held a function honouring peoplein the area, and
the late Member was invited.

| aso recal another occason when the St. Silas
Youth Group's athletic tcam was making a tour to Tobago.

At that time we were also very close to the representative
for St. James at the time, Mr. Lionel Craig. He heard that
the Honourable Member for St. Jamés had nade a
contribution of a plane ticket to Tobago. It was close to
1971 when the single member constituencieswere aboutt o
come into force, which would have meant that the Hon.
Liond Craig at the time would no longer be our
representative and he then would become our full

representative because Orange Hill then was part of St.

Andrew. | purposefully did not, as the one who was
organising the wholeoccasion, go to him for a contribution
because, as the Honourable Member for St. Michadl South
Central would know, aspiring politiciansin thosedayswere
very generous with plane tickets and we onl'y needed one
ticket becausethe others weredonated and | didn't want to
go to him. | purposefully did not go to him but he heard.

He heard that we had got a ticket from the Honourable
Member for St. James and he called me and he said, "I

don't care what you al do with this ticket but | am going
to send you a ticket.” | recal very well that he spoke to
Gem Travel and sent me a ticket in my name for Tobago.

I will not disclosewhat | did with the ticket to Honourable
Members.

12.00 noon

He was an excellent representative, very community
minded, never like some membersof Parliament who every
time they did something would seek to have their picture
in the newspapers. Even now, while | do not share the
sentimentsdf the Honourable Member for St. Michael East
when in his enthusiasm to praise the late Honourable
Member he forgot the type of representation the peopleof
. Andrew are getting right now. The people of S.
Andrew - | wouldnt like to say for the first time - but
they are very pleased with the type of representation they
aregetting. | must say that as | travel from house to house
in St. Andrew | am being told repestedly that | am the best
representative that we have hed in this constituency since
Joy Edwards. They never said that Joy Edwardsvas better
than | an or tha | am better than Joy Edwards. It is
something that | hear dl the time in St. Andrew and that
tells me something.

Even though the Honourable Member for St. Micheel
West was quick to chide the Honourable Member for
Christ Church East for introducing the element of party in
this debate, | believe that the Honourable Member for St.
Michad West should recal that it was not the Barbados
Labour Paty that did a disservice to the Honourable
Member for St. Andrew because | believe that - | wasnt
hereand he said he spoke to it so | really would not go too
far into that.

| recal a few weeks ago when we were debating in
this House a smilar resolution for the late Russdll Lowe,
the HonourableL eader of the Opposition mentioned thet he
regretted that his party treated the late member in that way.
| wonder if every time a member from tha side
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passes avay whether we will be hearing those types of
comments. We are hearing them too often.

The Honourable Leader of the Opposition, when the
late Russall Lowedied, said it isregrettableand the records
will show that they did not treat him better. Asa mauer of
fact, | think that the words used were even somewhat
harsher than what | am saying. But | cannot recal the
exact words.

| believe that when the people in St. Andrew are
telling me when | go around to their houses, from house to
house that | am the best representative that they have hed
since Joy Edwardsthat they are not necessarily telling me
that | am a good representative. | will be honest in
admitting that. They want to remind me o the good
representation that Joy Edwards gave to the people of S
Andrew and they would like me to aspire to that type of
representation. It is something that | have dways
conddered and in keeping with what | heard the
Honourable Member for St. John, the Honourable Leader
o the Opposition said it is something that | have taken to
heart especidly since | was in the Minigry of Public
Works.

This whole quegtion of honouring persons in their
lifetimeis a debate which will go on and on becausesome
of ustend to think that we should wait until they are dead.
Some of us think we should honour them while they are
dive. The Honourable Member for St. Lucy | recal when
we were honouring the late member for St. Lucy, the late
Speaker, Sir Theodore Brancker, he had indicated that if
we continue honouring people like that nothing will be left
to honour him when he dies, But | don't think that we
could go down that road... /

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: On a point of order. Itis
not norma for one to get up on a point of order during
obituaries but when one sees a ddiberate lie one has to
correct it before it remainsin the record.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Excuse me, what did you
sy the Member wes..

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: When one sees, a
misrepresentation of the facts, one has to correct it before
it goes into Hansard.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right. Thank you.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: ...and you live to regret
dlowing it to remain. Sir, | did not say any such thing. It
is one of the misrepresentations that the Honourable
Member for St. Andrew is known for lately.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: | wont actually use this
occason to dispute that and | will withdraw those
comments.

The point that | was trying to make is that wein this
Government recognise the contribution that Members of
Parliament and distinguished persons in this society have
meade. Very shortly | will be making recommendationsto
Cabinet. Asa matter of fact, this was something which we
werethinking of even beforewe knew that he was near the
end of hisdays. | recall in keeping with what | was saying
about the level of representation which he gave to .
Andrew there was a track of road... If you see that track
now you would not believe that this was a track during his
time. It has now becomea public road. He made sure that
that particular road was well constructed and at the moment
itisin need of further repair. It isaroad by the name o
Babylon Road and we in the Ministry were in the process
of making arecommendationto Cabinet that that particular
road, Babylon Road be renamed the Dacosta Edwards
Road.

He was a veay generous man. | recal on may
occasions when members of the St. Andrew community
had their problems and they went to him he would dways
be receptive to their requests. There was also another side
of him and | was not here when the other Members spoke
but there was a music club which he initiated in the St.
Andrew area. Only recently we actually started in St
Andrew Qetting together a group to reactivate the St.
Andrew Glee Club in honour of the late member.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | would like to associate mysdf
with the commentsand sentiments which have been mede
by Honourable Members and | would like to offer my
condolences to his relatives.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES Mr. Deputy Speaker, | rise to
join with the very podtive remarks made by those who
sooke earlier in this debate and | want to teke this
opportunity to extend my persona condolences, those of
my family and the family of the Nationa Democratic
Party, to the family of the late Joy Edwards.

1210 p.m.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | think it wasan interesting year
for me, and it was a very interesting year in thelife d the
Modem High Schoal. | digtinctly recdl that, first of al |
had done the classics and | was supposed to spend that
year doing the sciences. When | went and worked out how
much it would cost me to pay for tuition in chemistry,
physics, biology and zoology, it was in fact more than my
sdary. Therefore, | abandoned the idea of teking any
science lessons during that year.

Some o us, including the Member for St. Miched
South, the Clerk of this Parliament and a few others, got
ourselvesinvolved in some social activities, wherein point
and in fact your entire salary went to a lady MissWhitein
Roebuck Street at the end of the month. We decided that
the salary was not sufficient, and we organised a




P

3689

e —

little internal strike to get an increase in pay. At theend of
it al, those of us who were involved in the strike got an
increase and Joy did not, because he considered himsdf to
be nianagement at that time.

| digtinctly recall, those of us who were in the staff
room who had got the increase started making fun of Joy
Edwards. He just sat back, one by one, and he said you are
going to so and so to study medicine, you are going there
to do this, you are going there to do that, but | am going
to guarantee you that by the time you get back to Barbados
| an going to be the youngest millionairein Barbados. So
said, so done.

It is difficult to think of one whom you have hed a
close relationshipwith over the years, who was shown the
kind of level of entrepreneurship which Joy Edward has
been able to show. Whether it be in terms of farming, land
development, housing and in many areas. One of the
abiding virtues of Joy Edwards was his loyalty to his
friends. Even in hisdarkest dayswhen things weredifficult
for him, he never, ever blamed any individud for any
protlems he might have had, and his loyalty to his friends
remain,

| know, for example, that he shared an abiding
friendship and a deep and profound loyaty to the
Honourable Member for S. Thomas, and Mr. Clyde
Tumey among others. People who have stood by him in
real’y difficult times, and who understood the problems
which he had, and rose to the challenge o assisting him in
the legd area. Indeed | believe, that arising out of that was
one o the landmark cases in Barbados which has made a
difference in relation to the attitude of banks to smal
businessmen. | believe that he was represented in that case
by the Honourable Member for St. Thomas, and | believe
R.G. Mandeville was dso involved and in it. That is a
landmark case which will make a difference to small
entrepreneurs for many a year to come.

There can be no question about his loyalty, his
friendship, and a remarkable over generosity. | can only
say it went beyond what one would term generosity. Over
genarosity on the part of Joy Edwards. He sought to bring
along his entire family. He sought to bring aong with him
al his friends. He did as much as anyone can humanly do
for his congtituents, and yet he was not bitter when he was
defeated. | believe he understood that in the business of
palitics, it is not what you did in the past, it is what you
can offer now or offer in the future, that people are
interested in. They take what you did in the past for
granted, and if you cannot deliver the goods now or offer
to deliver thegoodsin thefuture, then you have a problem.

Sir, | remember during the September 2, 1976
campaign —again it wasalong wet and very hot campaign.
Hot in the sense, that it was a hot summer in Barbados -
about midway through the campaign, | remember getting a

call from Joy Edwards. He redised that the tables were
turning on him, and he recognised what his opponent was
doing. His opponent, who was also a very fine man, the
late L.B. Brathwaite, haed rented a small shop in Tudor
Street, which belonged to acompany called Hayman. Many
people from S. Andrew made the trip down from St
Andrew to Tudor Street, and that was undermining Joy's
campaign in a very fundamental way. | recall getting this
call from Joy asking me what | can do to help. | said that
there is absolutely nothing | can do, because as far as |
know there is a lease that is in place and therefore
absolutely nothing could be done.

These are just interesting tales. There are interesting
tdesaf Joy Edwards, and interesting tales of the particular

period.

Joy was also a great family man and understood the
importance of the family in the development of Barbados,
and a family in reation to the development of the
community in this country. He understood the fundamental
importance of education. He spoke of education, not only
in relation, less about the business side of education, but
aso what education was doing for Barbados, and saw
himsdf, and people like Louis Lynch and other
Headmasters in this country, in the private sector o
education as making a very fundamental contribution.

As many of you would know that | have often said,
that in terms of the upliftment of the masses of Barbados,
that those private secondary schools, led by the Louis
Lynch Secondary School, and beforehim the Green Lynch,
Arlington, a whole range of schools, did more for the
development of the massesof Barbados than the traditiona
first grade and second grade secondary schoolsof the day
which catered only to a very small minority. They werethe
schools that redly went into the communities and brought
the nasses into contact with secondary education in
Barbados,

As a Minister, | have often heard the late Errol
Barow sy some very interesting things about Joy
Edwards, and always very positive things. | think in the
eulogy, which the Honourable Member for St. Michael
West ddlivered at the funerd, | think he said that the late
Errol Barow said that if there were two people he would
wish to have in his Cabinet they would be Joy Edwards
and Eddie Seaga.

What was behind all of this? 1 tell you this. Joy was
able to get thingsdonein whatever Ministry he was placed.
He was not over concerned with the niceties and
bureaucratic rules that would prevent him from getting
things done. From time to time this got him into troublein
the House of Assembly but neverthelessyou will see that
those people who operate in any sector where Joy was in
aministry that related to that particular sector of Barbados,
until today they would tdl you that he wes the
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best Minigter in that area. For example | still hear people
in Agriculture say that Joy was the best Minigter of
Agriculture and so on. That is because he was able to get
things done.

12.20 p.m.

He aso had a very peculiar relationship with the
Barbados Labour Party. A lot of hisfriends were from the
Barbados Labour Party. He was not a Member of the
Barbados Labour Party. | can attest to that because |
remember only too well when Joy and the late Dr. Charlie
Harris were the first two speskers for the Young
Conservatives of the day and that was 'sometime in mid
1957, 1 remember going to the first public meeting that
they held somewhere to the back of the Lower Green and
| can remember what happened when both of them
attempted to speak on that particular evening in 1957. By
thetime | returned to Barbados Joy was in the Democratic
Labour Party and he was a Minister of Governmen.

Sir, | could tell many more anecdotes about Joy
Edwards but let me say this. | believe.this men redly had
a vison of what a black poor men could achieve through
business development in Barbados. | believe that he hed a
sound understanding of what the relationship between
political parties should be that they should never, ever
degenerate into deep persond divide. | recal the night
before a famous no confidence motion was brought in this
House by the then Leader of the Opposition, the late Tom
Adams. Do you know where Joy Edwards spent the night
before? Playing cards with Tom Adams. Now Tom Adams
was the kind of person who could also relate to that kind
of thing that when on the Floor of this House he could
launch the mogt hitter attack, nevertheless when one goes
through that door one makesthe distinction between public
interest being pursued and private hodtility. VVery important.

| think that he was part of that era. He understood
and he functioned within that kind of environment. And so,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, | believe that his contribution was
very significant in the history of Barbados. | believe that
thereis one other aspect of Joy Edwards life that | would
like to advert to and that is, like L.B. Brathwaite, like the
late Sir Edwy Talma, like many others, one could not help
but fed that we do not do enough as a Parliament, as
Parliamentarians, to ensure that those who serve in this
House, those who serve with distinction that every...

Aside.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | am not
being critical, | am just saying that generaly speaking it
has happened to politicians on al sides, those who
represented the Conservatives in  here, those who
represented the Barbados Labour Party, those who
represented the Democratic L abour Party and the reason for
thisisthet | do not think that we have developed the sense

of consciousness which informs us that part of the respect
that people would show to present politicians, part of that
resides in how we treat politiciansof the past. So that the
dignity of Parliamentarians,past and present will awaysbe
held up beforethe public, and, Sir, | am ready to give ny
support to any reasonable proposals brought to this
HonourableHouse by the present administrationto assist in
making sure that past Parliamentarians not only enjoy, a
reasonable standard of living, but that they are brought
congtantly before..

Aside.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES | have dways supported
pensons. | have aways made a distinction anyhow.

Certainly | am ready to give my support to any
reasonable proposd brought to this Honourable House by
the present administration to assist in making sure that
those who served in this Parliament in the pat, that they
are not neglected, that they are not forgotten and then after
they go through years of hardship and they pass to the
great beyond then all we can do for them iscomein here,
have an obituary and send a Resolution to their family.

I .believe it is time that we should go beyond thet. |
thank you very much, Mr. Deputy Spesker.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Deputy Spesker, in
1961 1 remember the great joy expressed by mny
grandmother on my father's sidewho was a relative of Mr.
Edwards when Mr. Edvar ds was elevated to the position of
a Member of this Parliament. | have, Sir, infused by her
sense of joy, followed hiscareer with much interest snce
then.

Mr. Edwards, Sir, was a men of the people in the
very best sense of the word. His political career
exemplified many features that ought to be nated to the
ages. He reflected the Barbadian society and sought in his
every endeavour to capture the Barbadian society, warts
and all.

| believe, Mr. Speaker, that when the history is
properly written and there will be a Heritage Foundation
00N to assist us in writing this part of Barbados socid
history, Mr. Edwardsand hisclassof Barbadians enormous
contribution to the educationa development of this country
has properly to be recorded. There is hardly a family in
Barbados in the period between 1960 and the early 1980s
whose lot was not in some very material way affected for
the better by the efforts of persons like Mr. Edwards, Mr.
Lynch and others. | say not a family, Sir, because my
eldest sister went to the Federa High School and | am sure
there are othersin this Parliament, Sir, who would have
benefitted from his sense of socia conscience in
establishing a school in that context.
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It is remarkable now, Sir, as we reflect on history to
think in terms of a person before the age of 28,
establishing and being a Headmaster of one of the largest
schoolsin Barbadoscatering to alargemassof poor people
in a benign way. Theenormity of it is something that when
you reflect upon it, Sir, you only now grasp the
significance because there are very few 25-year olds in
Barbados of today who are involved in the kind of
actvities, like the building of a school to serve poor
pecple,

Mr. Edwards also represented aclass of Barbadian
politician who is now a vanishing breed. He combined
many and varied interestsin his socia and politica life,
Sir, educator, busnessman, a choir master, and he was
representative of that classof Barbadian politician who was
not unessy about the mastery of the dispensation of
patronage. He was not at al nervous about the use of the
Governmenta apparatus or the system to ensure that
benefits flowed to poor people. He was also representative
o a tradition in Barbadian politics o a multi-party
deniocracy. Thereisalarge number of Barbadiansaf worth
who have in the course of their political career know what
it is to support more than one politica party not a the
same time but in a sequence and he falls within that
pol.tica tradition.

12.10 p.m.

Mt. Deputy Speaker, his effectivenessas a Member
of Parliament and his contribution to the development of
pocr people in Barbados has properly to be recorded. |
warit to make two small reflectivepointsarising out of his
career. One is that the sooner we have a Heritage
Foundation in Barbadosthe better. There isnow beforethe
Attorney Genera's Chamber recommendations to create a
Heritage Foundation with a large number of Barbadians
who have made substantia contributions to this country,
whose contribution is not well recorded and may be in
danger d being logt to the ages if we do not conscioudy
set out to record it. A lot of our old headteachers, people
who have not been Prime Ministers but who have been
Trojans in their contribution to the development of this
soc ety. | would look to the day shortly when we can have
a leritage Foundation that bring al the ingitutions
responsible for the management and the protection of our
heritage together but more especially seek not only to
record the contribution of these nation builders but find the
best way of honouring them.

It is dso significant, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that again
there seems now to be a characteristic of Mr. Edwards
generation o paliticians, that Mr. Edwards died in what
can be caled conditionsof genteel poverty. Some people
in Barbados unfortunately take a very savage pleasure in
being able to laugh at paliticians who would have given
their dl to the building of a country and then die in
conditionsof gented poverty. | hope, Sir, that thereis now
an evolving consensus in this Parliament that we can no

longer alow persons to make such a massive contribution
to the building of Barbados and then have to resort to the
amusement o the general public in their later days. |
believe that the opportunity is going'to arise soon for this
Parliament to recognize what has happened to a number of
usand what is happening to some even now among us who
have cometo this Houseand given of their timeand talent.
| hopethat thereisan emerging consensusthat we have to
put wrong thingsright and that we should not only look to
deal with them after they are dead by naming roads after
them and roundabouts after them. But we have the
responsibility as the guardiansof a very rich and effective
legacy to stop making our old politicians to have to wak
and drag and live under the most debilitating circumstances
and also make sure, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that when people
are serving as we are serving in this House and certain
condtituencies - and | want to stress the point that the
Barbadian politician among all the developed Caribbean
countries is unique in that the Barbadian politician
combineslocal government representation with full national
representation and international representation — we haveto
review sensbly the way in which Members of this
Parliament are treated even during their stewardship in the
various capacities that the public ask them to contribute.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | believeat theend of the day
the tribute to be made to him in the very best senseand in
agenuinesense is that DaCosta Edwardswas a men of the
people and | believe, Sir, that this country has been the
richer for his life and it is now the poorer for his passng.
On behdf o the Government and the people of Barbados,
Sir, | would like to associate mysdf with the remarks that
have been made and to express the deepest condolences to
his sorrowing family.

1 am obliged to you, Sir.

. Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: | would like to associate
this Honourable Chair with those sentiments so € oquently
expressed by those Members who spoke on the life and
times of the late Arlington DaCosta " Joy"" Edwards. | was
at the funeral. | heard the Member for St. Michad West
and Reverend Gatherer eulogize the late Member in grand
termsand | would just sum up that he wasa philanthropist.
| would like to say that St. Paul in his letter to Timothy
spoke about a crown of righteousness stored up there hot
for St. Paul aone, but for those who were deserving of it.
| am quite sure that our late Member will be the recipient
o such crown.

| would like on behdf of my family and mysdf to
expresscondolences to thefamily of the late Member. | am
sure that these sentiments express and reflect the true
feelings of al Honourable Members of this Chamber. |
shdl aso ask that the Deputy Clerk communicate the
appropriate condolences to the family of the late member.
At this moment | would like us to stand and just offer one
minute's silence.
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(All Honourable Members stood for one minute of
silence.)

SUSPENSION

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: Sir, | beg to move that
this House be now suspended until 2 o'clock this afternoon.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question that the House do now suspend until
2.00 p.m. was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,and Mr.DEPUTY SPEAKER suspended the sitting
accordingly.

12.40 p.m.

RESUMPTION
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The sitting is resumed.
ORAL REPLIES TO QUESTIONS

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
| beg to let the House know that Replies to Parliamentary
Questions Nos. 38, 39 and 40 are ready.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, |
give notice that the Reply to Parliamentary Question No.
26, asked by the Honourable Member for St. Lucy, is
ready.

PAPERS

Hon. D. A. C. SSMMONS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on
behaf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Financel beg
to lay the Duties, Taxes and Other Payments (Exemption)
(No. 9) Order, 1996.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, for
the benefit of the Opposition, | want to indicate that there
is a Supplementary which is required to keep the business
of my Department going. It should soon be in circulation.
So | give notice of a Resolution to grant the sum of
$424 358 from the Consolidated Fund to supplement the
Estimates 1996-97, as shown in the Supplementary
Estimates 1996-97, No. 2.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, |
beg to move that the following Standing Orders be
suspended for the balance of the day, Sir: 6, 16, 18, 20,
42(5), 43 and 44.

Hon. R. C. EASTMOND: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Government Business is
now the order of the day.

ORDER NO. 4 - THEEDUCATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1996

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
| rise to move the Second Reading of this amendment to
the Education Act which seeks, in essence, to do two
things. One, it seeksto give the power of search to teachers
for the following matters, provided teachers have
reasonable grounds for suspecting or believing that a pupil
hasin his possession drugs, within the meaning of the Drug
Abuse (Prevention and Control) Act, offensive weapons
within the meaning of the Offensive Weapons Act,
intoxicating liquor, or indeed that any article which has
been reported stolen is in the possession of that pupil. That
power to search extends not only to the person of the pupil,
in other words, a search of the pupil himself or herself, but
also to the property of the pupil in relation to the items
aforementioned by me.

There are in the Bill a number of provisions, which
| will deal with later, which seek to put to ret any
concerns that may arise as to the possible abuse of tha
power of search, and | will deal with those shortly after |
refer to some background in relation to this amendment.

The second part of theamendment, Sir, deals with the
fact that a pupil who wilfully damages or destroys school
property, or the property of a person who is not a
trespasser on the school, that is, a teacher, a parent who is
viditing on lawful business or a person who has been
invited by the school, that that person who wilfully
damages such property not only becomes liable to
conviction but a so the parents of that child will aso be so
liable for compensation if the court so adjudges.

| want to spend a little time, Sir, giving the
background to the fact of this amendment being brought
before this HonourableChamber today. Within recent times
our society unfortunately has been plagued — and | speak
of thelast 10 to 15 years— with changesin behaviour that
indeed have left some peoplein the society shocked at the
things that do happen, not generally in the society alone,
but indeed in those other agencies or institutionswhich are
part of the society. | speak of a greater propensity to
violence, | speak of a greater propensity to deviant
behaviour, | spcak of a greater indifference to the use of
authority whether in ingtitutionsor generally in the society.
What is significant, Sir - and | have asked the

.
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Roya Barbados Police Force to supply me with some
informationfor thepurposeof today'sdebate- isthat if we
look at thefiguresrelating to persons charged with various
offences over the years we can see that there has been a
genera problem in the society in coming to grips with a
greatar level of violence, a greater level of drug abuse and
trafficking,and indeed agenera disrespect for authoritarian
decisionsand behaviour.

Sir, in the caseof drugs, | am surethat some of usin
here may remember where as early as the 80s there was no
such thing known popularly as cocaine and crack in use
among personsin this country. Indeed, it issignificant that
as recent as 1980 there was no case ever brought for
possession of cocainein this country, but in 1995 we can
have a Stuation where 84 persons alone are charged with
the possession of cocaine, 10 for the importation of
cocaine, 41 for trafficking, 8 for offering to supply and 46
for apparatus for use of cocaine. So serious was the
problem that the last Government passed a piece o
legidation around 1990 known as the Drug Abuse
(Prevention and Control) Act which for thefirst time made
it an offenceto specificdly traffick or be in possession of
illicit drugs within the precinctsof aschool, becauseit was
felt then as far back as fiveor six years ago thai this wes
aserious danger point in terms of persons having accessto
our young peopleand therefore being able to send them on
a pah o destruction as they were open to any form of
addiction to illicit drugs.

What is also significant, Sir, is that the penaity
included in that legidation, the Drug Abuse (Prevention
and Contral) Act, wasin fact a greater pendty for being in
possession in the precincts of a school then it was for
normal possession, because it was recognised that the
security of aschool had to remain paramount.

In spite of that legidation, Sir, and in spite of the
effortsaf the Royal Barbados Police Force, who have been
working valiantly in thefight of dangerousdrugs, we have
still hed asituation developing where personson the school
premises can be found with marijuana, to a lesser extent
crack cocaine, but illicit drugs nevertheless which are
aganst the laws of thisidand and which present not only
a threet to the person in whose possession they are found,
but indeed a threat to the generd security of the school.

Equdly so, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Stuation in
relation to violent crimes has been one that is particularly
worrisome to al right thinking members of the society.
Indeed, Sir, it issignificant that we reached a high point in
violent crimes in this country in 1990-91 where | think
many of us remember the incidence of gangsand violence
particularly among the 16 to 20 age group, people still in
school, some out of school, where we reached a high point
of 718 cases brought againgt persons in 1991 which by
1994 had dropped back down to 370 but is ill
substantidly more then it was in, the early 1980s. Sir, we

take no comfort in that reduction since 1991, because we
believe that the reduction should be completeand not just
halved as it has been. We believe that there has been a
grester effort on the part of the police, as well as persons
in the society, through successive efforts to ensure that
persons who are finding themsdves on the verge o
committing offences are given opportunitiesto be able to
do something that is noteworthy for themselves and
uplifting in respect of their talents. In spitedf that, Sir, we
have persisted in the development of a number of serious
crimes on the premises of our schools as wel as the
presenced a number of offensive wegponsin the schools.
Very often, Sir, the presence of these wegpons and the
presence of drugs is not necessarily even made public.
Veay often, in fact, Sir, sometimes the Ministry has to
solicit information over and over beforeit receivesit from
the schools.

215 p.m.

We believe Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, that this is a
matter of grave concern to the integrity not only of the
school but to the population within the school. This is not
a métter | take any joy in introducing to this Honourable
Chamber but it is areflection of the signs of the times, a
time when within one day we can have 2 girls stabbed in
a secondary school and within less than 90 minutes two
intruders come on to a school premises, armed with collins
and other weapons, enter the school hall and go &fter a
youngster wirom they dlege 2 days before troubled a
brother of one of the persons armed with the weapons so
that they can seek vengeance against those who they
believe affronted their brother. Ali of this, Sir, takes place
in a secondary school in Barbados within the space of 2
hours.

One girl was punctured in the lung, a seriousinjury,
another one stabbed in the stomach with bleeding taking
place, and a serious injury, while the offenderswho came
on in search of the person who hed affronted their brother
ended up stapping the wrong person with a collins on the
person's hand. Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, these are not
things that we enjoy hearing about or having to ded with.

Equally, 3r, we are aware of an incident at school a
few years ago where a young girl was actualy killed on
the premisesaf the school. We areaware of other incidents
within the last few months, in fact, in that same wesk in
which we hed a situation with students being found with
drugs a over 3 schools that week aone, in an idand that
has 23 secondary public schools. Sir, we had a Situation
with one student being disarmed of a gun as well.

Sir, thisis a matter which has been o great concern
to the teachersand the principalsand the caretakersand the
ancillary staff of schools across this idand and very often
teachers have felt - and this has been represented by both
teachers unions and the principalsof the public secondary
schools through their representatives to us - that in the
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past teschers have traditionaly searched students for
various things but that the law has never redly supported
it. Because of the nature of our society and the nature of
the respect for one's eldersand respect for authority no one
would even dare, dream of questioning a teacher'sright to
search a school bag when the teacher says, " Come let me
see your school bag now. Let me search it

In fact, thereare Membersaof this Chamber who have
taught and who themselves have admitted that that was
their lot as far back as even before we had to ded with the
spectacle of drugs and offensive wegpons.

Weliveinasociety Sir, that isfar morelitigious then
it was 15-20 years ago and we live in a society where
teachers felt increasingly vulnerable in seeking to protect
other persons by exercising the right to search and they
have been making representation to successivegovernments
that this matter be included in the Education Act so as to
give them not only that power but also to ded with the
related power to have parents and children lidble for
dameage committed on school property or on the property
of persons who are attending the school.

Sir, the significant thing of this is thet there have
been many incidents in the past reported by teachers of
students who want to be spiteful of teachersfor actionsthat
teachers have taken, such as taking a nal and running the
nall along the car of the teacher. At theend of the day the
teacher has absolutely no recourse to seek any form of
compensation to repair the damage done to his or her car.

These are mauers, Sir, that have been in the forefront
of consultation with the unions and in fact the matter
pertaining to damage of school property was raised by the
teachers unionsand the principasin my very first meeting
in the Ministry of Education in October of 1994 with the
aforementioned parties. We therefore felt, Sir, that there
had to be the capacity of those in authority to be able to
have powers which could seek to minimise the situation.

Now | want to be careful in my language, Sir. Wedo
not expect and cannot expect that we can ever with one
single amendment to legidation remove the scourge of
drugsfrom our society or remove the spectacledf violence,
mindless as we would have seen it last week resulting in
the death of a young girl a the bottom of a well. We do
not expect, Sir, that we can remove violence or drugsfrom
this society with a2 single amendment and a piece of
legidation. But we believe, Sir, that where we can seek to
increase powers which will lead to a reduction of the
occurrence of these events, but equally so, to the greater
protection of those who must occupy the school premises,
the greater protection of the hundreds of children who by
lav must attend school, the greater protection of our
teachers, the greater protection of our staff who must work

on these premisesthat we, asa government, have a duty to
promote public order, to promote public safety, to promote
freedom and rights that must be exercised by personsgoing
about their norma everyday duty of attending school to
learn, or atending schoal to teach, or attending school to
clean, or to be a lab assistant or whatever form o
employment they have there.

Sir, it is in that context therefore, that we have
introduced this amendment to the Education Act because
we believein those powersthat can be exercised that might
find a knife before it finds itself in somebody's body or
those powers that might lead to finding drugs before the
samedrugsare used to encourage two or three peoplewho
have never smoked in their lives before to come behind a
tree or come behind a building and smoke, or those powers
that would seek to say findly in this country that acohol
is as dangerous a drug as marijuana or cocaine and hes
been responsible for the destruction of more families and
individuals then marijuanaor cocaine, Sir, this legidation
alsowould lead to being able, smply, to recover itemsthat
were stolen, and therefore may have led to some hardship
on the part of the student from whom the property was
solen.

2.25 p.m,

Now | want to ssy Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, that is
the background within which this legidation is being
brought to this Parliament, Sir. We believe that it is
important for thosein authority to be assertivein respect of
adgtuation that is seeking to teke over. | want, Sir, to stress
here that alot of the complaints that are made generdly in
this society, whether it is through the media, eectronic,
print or in conversation, largely relate to a recognition of
the dilution of certain vaues and characteristics, Sir, that
are necessary for the preservation of people and the
preservation of communitiesand, indeed, this country.

Whether, Sir, it is that disrespect for authority,
whether, Sir, it isdeviant behaviour, whether it is drug use,
whether it is violence at the end of a football metch or
cricket match, | want to say, Sir, that these things are not
within province of young people aone. This country has
known violence at theend of games for years. It may not
have received the same level of publicity thet it receives
now, or it may not be in the same intendity as it may be
now, but that has not been anything new to the society.
What we have witnessed over the years has been a generd
reduction in whet is acceptable behaviour, and whet 1s
necessty to inculcate in  people honest, decent,
characterigticsthet are necessary for them to move through
life.

| want to suggest to this Honourable Chamber, Sir,
that it did not get so overnight, and it is not going to
change overnight, Sir. There can be no Government
anywherein the world, Sir, that can provide a solution for
the changing dynamics that a society is going through,




3695

m

Sir, largely because the influencesthat are brought to bear
on an individual's development or on a family's
development, Sir, are wider than governmental action.

Sir, it goes from as basic as parenting to the whole
question of the extended family, to the whole question of
a village raising its own, to the whole question, Sir, of
community organisations, to the church, to non-
governmental organisations,to al formsaf ingtitutions that
interact with human beings in a social way and on a
regular basis, Sir.

| want to suggest, Sir, that whet thereforeis required
is not smply Government's actions alone, in spite of the
fact that we are bringing this amendment today, but that
there must be a national effort to mobilise people in this
country, to recognisethat dl of us havea vested interest in
the inculcation of basic characteristicsand values that are
nece ssary, Sir, for our children to advance and to advance
in away that is befitting of their development.

| wat to suggest, Sir, that the church has as
important a role to play as the Government, that the
community clubs, sportsclubsand the drama clubs have as
important arole to play as the Government and the church,
that the family and the parents, whether they be teenage
parents, middle-aged parents or old aged parents have,
perhaps, the most fundamenta role to play. At the end o
day, Sir, guidance of children, guiding a child is about
developing trust between yoursdlf and that child.

More importantly than anything else, Sir, is for that
child to have access to an older person who is capable of
guiding it, letting it know from early what is right from
wrong, letting it know from early that when you decide to
do something you mugt think first, and you must first ask
yourself whether it is right or wrong. Then you must ask
yourself, "Am | prepared to accept the consequencesd my
choice?' That is the true test of maturation, thet is the true
tex d moving into adulthood, Sir. You cannot expect
people to exercise those thoughts or questions suddenly
when they reach 18, if they have not had a pattern of
exercising them before they reach 18.

Therefore, Sir, | sy to you that the parent and
parenting and mentoring are, perhaps, the most important
weapons or tools that we can use in that national
mobilisation effort. It is for this reason, Sir, that the
Minigry of Education, for the time, has placed over
$100 000 in a parent education programme to train over
1 100 parents in the course of 1 year.

We recognise, Sir, that we suffer as a consequence of
teenage pregnancies, from thefact that very often thereare
children who are being asked to raise children. We
recognise, Sir, that asa consequenceof agreater propensity

of dividing households, there are parents who do not
interact with their children on a regular bass. We
recognise, Sir, that as a consequence of the fact that the
way in which we livegeographically has changed, that very
often you do not have the extended support from family
and friendsin acommunity to help superviseyour children
after 30'clock and before 10 o'clock on a night. Very often
children are left unsupervised in activities that may lead
them into greater trouble.

| wat therefore to urge al Barbadians, Sir, dl
Barbadians who care, Sir, about the development of this
country, who feel a strong a sense of commitment to the
fact that there must be present among all personsliving in
thiscountry, arespect for certain characteristicsand mords
that are necessary, Sir, to carry us forward as a people and
as individuals.

| want to urge them, Sir, that it is necessary that they
participate in the effort to take care of just one person. |
want to issue a singular challenge, that it takes each oneto
take care d one, that if each and every one of us in this
country, Sir, gpart from our normal responsibilities,decided
to make that additional time to take care of just one more
person, just one more person, it would make a significant
difference to the lives of numbers of young people and
children in this country.

Therefore, Sir, what comes here today as an
amendment, is not meant to be a cure al for the problems
in thissociety. It is not meant to be a magic wand to wipe
out things, but it is merely an- effort, Sir, to increase
authority, and in some instances, to legaise what took
place before, among those, Sir, who are faced with the
everyday battle of facing children, Sir, who refuse to heed
thedirectionsaof lawful authority and find it more attractive
and preferable to engage in activity o illicit drugs and
violent activity.

| want to suggest to this Honourable Chamber, Sir,
that very often if we can identify some of these children
who have the propensity in this manner a an early stage,
we can provide the kind of support and rehabilitative
network thet is needed to bring these children back an
stream. That, perhaps, Sir, is the most important aspect of
this Bill before this Honourable Chamber, not the punitive
aspect it, as one newspaper sought so vulgarly to report
today, Sir, by the headline™ Blackboard Jail."”

Sir, it was their duty as part of the fourth estate, Sir,
to bring down efforts by their headlineand an irresponsible
headline, because the headline bears no relationshipto the
gtory thet they carried.

Sir, | will leave that to the Honourable Attorney
Generd who has recently been dso the victim of
irresponsible headlines. Mr. Deputy Speaker, when you
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say one thing you must say another. | want to compliment
another aspect of the Press, who lagt night carried in a
comprehensive manner, details o this legidation which is
coming before the Honourable Chamber. | believe, Sir, it
was done by a young reporter who has been on the jab for
less than 1 year, but who recognises the responshility
which she has to discuss mattersat a certain level, Sir, and
is not seeking to cause hysterics..

Asides.

Hon. MissM. A. MOTTLEY: CBC's report last night
by Natasha Forde which was excellent.

| was therefore disappointed, Sir, when | saw the
headlineon the back pageof theNati on about "*Blackboard
Jail," because it bears absolutely no relationship to the
article that follows.
2.35p.m.

Anyhow, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the point that | was
making is this the most important aspect o this legidation
isin fact not the punitive aspects o it but indeed, Sir, we
intend to be able to identify persons who are genuingly in
need of assistance, who are experiencing behavioura
problems or problems of addiction and who need to be
treated, not just by the court but as this legidation provides
in an approved out of school suspension programmewhich
will be established by the Ministry of Education as a
necessary corollary to this amendment.

A yoursdf why, Mr. Deputy Speaker. Right now
when achild is suspended from schooal invariably the child
goes home or goes on the block. Nothing happens to seek
to rehabilitate that child. Nothing happens to seek to be
able to understand why that child behaves in the manner in
which he or she behaves. Nothing happens to be able to
understand why and how you can correct this wrong and
we on average have been having 150 to 200 suspensionsa
year, suspensions that are given generally to persons who
exhibit violent behaviour and disruptive behaviour,
suspensionsfor personswho exhibit persistent indifference
to school rules and repested rude and disrespectful
behaviour, suspensions, Sir, for those personsfor whom in-
schoal disciplinary action would not appear to i working.

If we smply dlow these children, Sir, to go on the
block when they are suspended, not to receive counselling
or rehabilitative attention, Sir, these are the same children
who when they leave school would in fact enter the
numbers of these police Statistics that | referred to earlier
today. These are the same people, Sir, who would continue
in the behaviour exhibited in the school and, if anything,
that behaviour would worsen. | therefore believe, Sir, that
it is Government's responghility to ensure tha there are
mechanisms in place not only to seek to identify these
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children as this legidation provides by alowing for the
powers to search but indeed, Sir, an adminigtrative
programmeestablished for thefirst timein this country, an
out of school suspension programme which would be
mandatory for personsfound to bein possession of any o
the aforementioned items under this legidation or who are
exhibiting violent behaviour, for those persons to attend in
thefirst instancefor 15 days, if it isa first offence, for 30
daysif it isa second offence.The out of school suspension
programme should have the power through its counsellors
to say, look we need ancther 30 days with this youngster
in order 10 complete the programme that we are doing for
him or her.

We bdieve therefore, Sir, that this is a necessary
complement to this legidation and | give this Honourable
House, Sir, the assurance that the Ministry of Education is
making every effort to have such a programme established
during the course of the first teem of the school yeer
coming up between October and December.

We have in fact, Sir, held extensive discussions on
the out of school suspension programme with the unions
and with the Barbados Association of Public Secondary
Schools whom | must meet with again because they have
been the ones who have been calling more particularly for
this out of school suspension programme because they
smply are at alossas to how to ded with those children
who create severe problems within the school population
whilst still trying to deal with the mgjority of the school
population who are behaving well.

Indeed, Sir, the Committee that was established to
devise this programme had representatives from the
principals, representativesof the teacherswho ar e guidance
counsdlors and had a so representatives from the Ministry
of Education. One hundred and fifty to 200 suspensionsa
year is where we have reached, persons who are not now
accommodated or catered to by any programme.

We also seek, Sir, to make sure that when a search
does occur it is the duty of the principa to report the
findingsforthwith to the parent of the child, to the police,
to the Chief Education Officer and to the Board or school
committee as the case may be depending on whether it is
primary or secondary schoal.

Now | want to make a point here, Sir. There will be
adminigtrativeguidelines that will beissued by the Ministry
which will supplement the legidation. We do not expect,
Sir, thet in every ingance, particularly when a youngster is
found perhaps with a small amount of acohal for the first
time or a penknife that that person would be prosecuted.
The fact that it must be reported to the police does not
require the police to prosecutein thisinstancein respect of
those areas.
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We believe, Sir, that in margind areas of activity
such as that, that child should undergo a period of intensive
counsdlling, that the child need not even be suspended but
samply undergo a period of intensive counsdling for the
actions which he or she exhibited. It is only last year, Sir,
that we had a headline in this country reflecting the fact
that we had an increasein the incidence of dcohol being
found among young girls in this country and that is of
particular worry to us.

We dso believe, Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, that it is
necessary that discretion be exercised by the teachersand
the principalsbecauseit isin the exerciseof that discretion,
Sir, that they will be able to determine what is an instance
that is capabledf threatening the public order or the public
safety of the school and it is those offences, Sir, that we
would fully expect to be brought before the court for
prosecution.

On a matter of somedetail, Mr. Deputy Speaker, this
Honourable Chamber should be aware of the fact that the
search of a pupil in terms of the pupil's person shal be
conducted and must be conducted in the presence o
another adult. In other words, in the presence of a person
who is not the person conducting the search. So there will
dways be a third party there who is an adullt.

We dso believe, Sir, that when you are searching a
pupil's property the lawv should state as it does, that that
pupil should be present when you are searching his or her
property as well ss another adult who is not the person
conducting the search.

Wefdt, Sir, that afemae pupil must be searched by
afemde teacher and we have, Sir, had some considerable
discussion with the Teachers' Unionsand the Principals on
the reguirements for whether a male pupil can only be
searched by a mde or not. It was felt, Sir, that persons
other than the Member for St. Michad West might object
to this and it was also felt that the practica redity where
over two-thirds of the teaching complement is female
would meen that in some schools you smply on a day
might not have a mae at all present. | gpplaud the
recommendation therefore made by the Barbados
Secondary Teachers Union and the Barbados Union o
Teachers that we support this with an administrative
direction that wherever possible that the search of a mae
should be conducted by a male, but where a maeis not so
present then it may so be conducted by a femde.

245 p.m.

Aside.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Now, Sir, the other
critical part of thislegidation is that it provides that where
the search takes place on school premisesit really should
be donein privateand not smply in open glare of any and
everyone. Equally, it should seek to ded with what is a
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fact ared problem that is that very often weaponsor drugs
are found on persons when they go out on school related
activities, to gamesor cultura events. It allows the teacher
to meke that search once the school members are out
together in relaion to school related activities as often
happens with games within schools or cultura events at
another school and so on.

We believe that there must be a full and proper report
forwarded to the principa once the search has been
executed by a teacher. We also feel, Sir, very strongly that
persons who seek to abuse this power as teachers must be
dedlt with in the strongest possible way because it is not a
power to be abused. Sir, it reminds me of the saying that
to whom much is given much is expected. In the same
way, Sir, that the law treats in a severe manner, Sir, the
abuse of power of constablesor other persons who have a
fiduciary relationship with other peoplewe believe that any
breach or any abuse of power by a person under the
authority conferred in thislegidation must be dealt with in
a severe manner.

At the same time, Sir, we fdt that it was necessary
once giving these teachers these powers to confer on them
the same powers, privileges and immunities as are
conferred on a constable by law, so that teachers in the
exercise of these will have the same powers, privilegesand
immunidesas are conferred by aconstablein law. | believe
that it isnecessary for us to administer training sessions in
this school for us to be able to train teachers as to what is
expected of them and to train teachers as to what their
powers are before thislegislation isfully effective. We will
seek to do so stariing from September 1996 in conjunction
with the Royal Barbados Police Force whb will be able to
provide the level of expertise and knowledge that is
necessary for imparting to leachers. Sr, there will be times
when a teacher will have to make a judgment call and may
have to decide that a person's behaviour is so threaiening
that it is not in their interest to execute the search. No
teacher can be faulted for making such a judgment call.
What mugt happen in that circumstance, Sir, is that that
teacher must make every effort to alert either the principa
or a senior teecher and where appropriate even the potice.
Nobody is asking anybody to walk icto danger where a
person is clearly waving a knife or is likely to use a knife
or become hyderica or is likey to have access to a gun
that can be used at anytime. Therefore, | want to make it
absolutely clear that what we are asking people to do also
requires the exercise of discretion and the ability to make
a judgment call but not to expose themselves to anymore
harm than they might otherwise be exposed to.

The legidation therefore creates an offence of having
in your possession thecontrolled drug, gun and intoxicating
liquor or the offensive weapon. Sir, what the legidation
doesis smply to prescribe what is the maximum sentence
availableto the person who has committed the offence, that
that person is liable to a maximum sentence
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summary conviction once they are under the age of 16 to
a fine of $1000 and if they are over the age of 16 to
imprisonment of 6 monthsor afine o the same $1000. So
that no one under 16 is liable to imprisonment at dl and
persons over 16 are liable to imprisonment of a maximum
o 6 months.

Now | want to be very clear here, Sir. Thisissmply
the maximum sentence. The law does not expect and does
not usudly see a person being brought before it for a first
offence or second offence being sentenced to a maximum
sentence. In fact, before the magistrate reaches the stage to
fine, a al far less imprisoning, the magistrate must
congder first the options o reprimand and discharge, the
options of convicting, reprimanding and discharging, the
option of Community Service Orders as has recently been
doneby oned our magidtrates, and the option of probation
before they even get to the point of considering to fine a
young person or to send anyone to prison. Those who are
honest about the law will be the first to tell you that no
magistrate will seek to imposea maximum sentence of any
child for a first offence unless the circumstances are so
heinous that it has probably led to the death of a person -
no reasonable magistrate or no reasonable Court of Appedl.

Aside.

Hon. MissM. A. MOTTLEY: | would not call them
foolish magistrates as the Leader o the Opposition has
donein the past. The point is this, Sir. | want to reinforce
that point. The legidation mugt dways provide for the
maximum but the reality is that the options available to the
judiciary and to the magistracy are far wider and are
exercised in thiscountry on a daily basis. Any vist to any
law court in thiscounuy will see persons16 and 17 years
everyday almost before the Courts and very often when
found guilty for more serious offences are subjected to
probation, to CRDs, RDs or Community Service Orders
even before the concept o a fine or imprisonment is
introduced. But lav must dways be wide enough to
accommodate dl circumstances. We expect that a
maximum sentencewill only beimpaosed for a second, third
or fourth offence depending on the circumstances among
other things.

Further, Sir, | want to suggest to you that these
offences which we createin the Education Act, specifically
as it relates to school premises, are capable of being
charged under other pieces of legidation. If a person isto
be found in possession of marijuanawhether young, old or
otherwise, they will be charged now under the Drug Abuse
(Prevention and Control) Act and will be lidble to
$500 000 fine or 7 years imprisonment on summary
conviction or both. If there is any indication of the law
providing for maximum sentencing, that i s the best possible
example that can be used for this Honourable Chamber.
There are youngsters who are fined $100 and $200 weekly
for possesson of marijuana in spite of tha being the
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maximum sentence, but we felt that it was important to
dtate the pogtion and to send a strong message to the
people of this country that such behaviour on school
premises is totaly unacceptable, wrong and mugt be
remedied.
2.55 p.m,

Vey briefly, Sir, in respect of damage to school
property, | have dready indicated that we have had
dtuations in the past where persons have damaged the
property of teachers, or damaged the property of the school
by knocking out louvres deliberately by picking up stones
and ddiberately throwing the stones to bresk the glass
windows out. When | told this Honourable Chamber last
year that the Government of Barbadoson primary schools
aonefaced abill of over $14 million in rehabilitation, that
sum isnot only dueto lack o maintenance that hed taken
place over the years, but is also in fact due to a lot o
vanddism that takes place not only by studentsbut in some
ingtances unfortunately, Sir, by the community. We had an
incident at Lawrence T. Gay School about three months
ago where the Government was forced to spend $22 000 to
clean up dafter a sick mind had entered the school and
defecated upon the wallsand broke out windows. They did
not even carry avay much, or anything, Sr. The same
thing happened, perhaps without the defecation, at .
Lukes and every year we can find five or six schoolsin
which vanddism has become pat and parcd o the
landscape of the schools, more so in respect of secondary
schoals than primary schools. Unfortunately, particularly
near the end of term or when there is a decison tha is
adjudged to be a harsh decision, it can aso happen to the
property of teachers or members of the PTA.

We believe that it cannot be fair for a person who
seeks only to attend doing his or her lawful duty on his or
her job to have to be subjected to a stuation where their
property is damaged wilfully and for which they can
receive no compensation or for which thereis no recourse.
| believe that this reflects the views of the mgority o
teachersand principasin this country. What it doesis not
only to provide a maximum sentence, once again a $500
fine if under 16, or $500 fine and/or imprisonment for
three monthsif over 16, but it does provide for parentsto
be lidble for the damage for their children. This is not a
novel concept, because under the law dready in this
counuy Magistrates have the power to adjudge
compensation orders, and where the persons who are
affected are under the age of 18 the parents usudly must
pay. Thisis not something that is new to the development
of jurisprudencein this country, and we thereforefed that
thisis the correct move in order to seek to dleviate some
of the problems we have been experiencing.

Sir, we do not expect that a child that falls running
and happens to cause an accident or knock out some
louvresisliablefor-this. That is why we were very specific
with the AG's Chambers in the incluson of the
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word "wilful" and not smply to say without lawful excuse,
because we felt that it had to be an offence of specific
intent and not smply an offence to which recklessness
could be a state of mind. Anyone who is schooled in law
will know that it is absolutely vital that that differenceand
distinction be made, and therefore thet it is at the higher
level that we pitch this offence, that being an offence of
specific intention.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, thereare oneor two other small
points| should like to make beforel close. As | said, there
are some offences that dready exist under our law today,
but we believethat thisis a scheme we are putting in place
which reflects not only legidative amendments but
adminigtrative changes, the edtablishment d an out o
school suspension programmeas a mandatory condition of
atendance for anyone so sentenced, which does not now
exist, and indeed the training which is necessary to dlow
persons to effectively exercise these powers. We believe
that it is critical that persons who are given the opportunity
to exercise these powers mast in fact be exposed to such
training beforehand and must alsofollow theadministrative
guidelines which must come down from the Ministry
before we start the next school term.

| want to say to this Honourable Chamber, Sir: that
the Minigtry of Education took great carein the discussion
of these amendments and in the preparation of these
amendments before we brought them to this Honourable
Chamber. | want to say to you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that
we went so far as even meeting on the firgt draft that came
from the Honourable Attorney Genera's Chamberswith the
Barbados Union of Teachers, the Barbados Secondary
Teachers Union, the Barbados Associationof Principals of
Public Secondary Schools, the Independent Schools
Association, which represents the independent secondary
scheols, and the Nationa Council for Parent-Teacher
Associations. We met with all of those organisations on
Wecdnesday, July 24, at 9.30 in the morning for over three
hours, where we went through this legidation section by
secuon and where those present made an invauable
contribution to what is produced here today. | want to
thank them publicly and to salute them, becausethey have
beer the ones who have been caling for these amendments
over the years, and they took the time not only to just call
for the amendments but to come and sit down with us, go
through section by section and in fact made a number of
mgor amendments, some of which | can tell you.

They, for example, felt that it should be a power
exercisable by the teachers and not just by persons
delegated by the Principa in writing. They fdt it should
relate to school related activities off the school premises,
because the red problem does not dways occur on the
school premises, but in their experience the red problem
aso occurs when teams go to other schools to play or
when children go to other schools to watch dramatic or

culturd events. They felt, as | indicated earlier, that the
administrative guidelines as to searches by males where
maes are present and then by femalesshould sufficerather
than making it exclusiveto males, as | was.prepared to do
but they pointed out to me the reality of which | would not
have been aware, having not taught, that in some schools
on a day there is no mde presence. They pointed out,
because the first draft of this legidation only dedt with
damage to school property, that it should be extended O
the property of persons who are not trespassers on the
school premises.

305 p.m.

| want to thank them publicly because it exhibits a
level of cooperation, which | believe is necessary in the
enforcement of what we are seeking to provide for today.
Government can adways provide legidation but if thereis
not the public will to adhereto the legidation or the public
will to enforce the legidation, the legidation means
absolutely nothing.

| believe, Sir, that | sense from them that the public
will is there that, in ther words, in one insance,
Government in some part is realy only legaising wha hes
existed for years and because of the natureof this society
has not yet found itself the subject of alawsuit in court in
terms of searches of school bags and searches of persons
pockets. These have been taking place for years. | believe
that thisislegidation which, as| said, | have absolutely no
pleasure in introducing to this Honourable Chamber. |
believe that as a government one must do things which are
necessary to preserve public order, public safety and public
morality.

Sir, the redlity is that the timesin which we live can
show us some of the most heinous events occurring before
our vay eyes and unless we as a society are prepared to
reclam the temtory which is being taken from us on a
daily basb, on a monthly basis and on a yearly basis, we
will only have the ashes to protect in another generation. |
want to suggest, Sir, that the importance of this legidation
relates not to its punitive effect but to the fact that we are
prepared to reclaim territory as a government as a school,
as ateacher, asdl o those things that exhibit authority in
this country.

| want to say that it is important because it helps
provide a total programme for rehabilitation and
counsdling o those children who would otherwise be
punished under the school rules or the laws today but who
might be teft languishing at home or on the block smply
because there is no podtion to require them to undergo a
peiod o counsdling or to undergo a period of
rehabilitation. We cannot be perfect, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
Sir. We cannot guarantee the obliteration of the scourge of
drugsor the prevaencedf violenceor the creeping capacity
of acohol to destroy families and individuals. We cannot
do that.
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What we can do, Sir, is play our part in ensuring that
we are not prepared to dlow territory to be taken from us
as a people, as a country, as a government as a schoal, as
a teacher, that we fed, Sir, that we must control the
development of good vaues and the good characteri sticsof
this country.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, | thereforeask and urge as
my last statement that this must be a national mobilisation
effort on the part of dl, on the part of Government, on the
part of the church, on the part of political parties, on the
part of parents, on the part of those who are in community
groups, on the part of those who are in sports groups, on
the part of all right thinking Barbadianswho care about the
future of thiscountry. |, therefore, ask Mr. Deputy Speaker
that we not only do so by the commitment in words and
through our lips but that we take time that each one should
be responsible for one for whom we are not now
responsible, that each of us steps outside of our norma
circle of responsbility and seek to take care of just one.

Mr. Deputy Speeker, | have therefore a sense of duty
in cornmending this amendment to the Education Act to
this Honourable Chamber today because it amply is not
only just the right thing to do but the only thing we must
do. Thank you.

Hon. R. C. EASTMOND: | rise to second this
measure, reserving my right to speak.

Mr. F. J. STUART: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | shal not
detain the House on this matter. All legidation, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, presupposes the existence of an objective redity
to which that legidation seeks to respond. | listened with
interest to the Honourable Member for &. Michadl North
East, the Honourable Minister of Education, for the redlity
with which this legidation is intended to dedl. It occurs to
me that the social problemsin which Barbadosis at present
engulfed are being laid squardly a the feet of the school
children of Barbados. One is getting the sense that the
school children of Barbados are respongble for dl the
problemsthat at present beset the society and | take serious
exception to that view because! do not know o any school
child who has ever been a Government Minigter. | know o
no school child who has been the headteacher of a school
or a teacher o a school. | know of no school child who
has been the chairman of any board. | know of no school
child who hasever been apriest. | know of no schooal child
who has ever been a parent, speaking in generd terms.

The problemsthat Barbadosexperience today such as
they are have been created by the adults of Barbados and
if these problems have now ripened to the point where the
society has been plunged into panic it is not the solution to
target the school children of Barbados and hold them
responsible to make them carry the burden of solvingal o
the problems that they did not cresate.

| speak not only as the shadow spokesman for
education, | used to bea teacher mysdlf for 12 yearsof my
life. | have aways understood the teacher's role to be, in
relation 1o the students, that of a person acting in loco
parentis when the student is at school. At schoal, the
teacher is the parent away from home and | do not know
that a person acting in loco parentis needs the kind o
powers which this legidation seeks to impose.

| am therefore very concerned about this piece o
legidation and | want to signa up front the Democratic
Labour Party is prepared to take any fall-out that flows
from our voting againgt this. We are not going to support
this. | am refreshed and consoled to hear the Minister say
that she spoketo all the stakeholdersand they agree. | took
the trouble this morning before | left home to speak to 5
teachers and not one knew anything about this. Thisis not
to say that their unionsdo not know. Thisisnot to say that
the headteachersdo not know, but | can say, without fear
of contradiction, that the teachersto whom | spoke to this
morning before leaving home, on this matter, our
parliamentary group having discussed it last night, knew
nothing about this.
3.15p.m.

Some expressed terror, some expressed fright at the
prospects of having to go into a court of law and give
evidence that would secure the conviction of one of their
studentswhile the parent sits in the public gallery looking
across.

One teacher, in-fact, said to me "I am not going to
put mysdf in any postion whereanybody is going to come
and bum down the house that | worked so hard to get.”
That was said to me today.

| do not know, Mr. Deputy Speaker, what dl of this
isabout. | do not know whereal of this panicking comes
from. The school children of Barbadosare not responsible
for this society's problems. They are the victims of the
society's problems, and we should be reaching out to hdp
them to cope with these problems rather than trying to
impose additional burdens on them.

Take for example, Mr. Deputy Speaker, a provison
in this amendment. It is not an offence in Barbados, as far
as | know, for any adult to have an acoholic beverage in

his possession.

That gentleman, popularly referred to as the lyrica
madter from S. Philip, as long ago as 1985 in a song
called “Bim” talked about peopleat school drinking whisky
and removing thelabel. He was not talking about students.
It is not an offence for any adult in Barbados to have an
dcoholic beverage in his possession. This legidation nov
says that what is not an offence to the adult section of the
society, that should be setting the example to student, is
now going to be a crimina offence for a schoal child.
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The adult is free to have as much dcohol in his
possession as he likes, freeto drink it and get drunk, but if
the student has a bottle of "Twig," which | understand
contains some measure of acohol, he has committed a
criminal offenceand he can be carried before a magistrate
and convicted. He can be carried and convicted for having
an alcoholic beverage in his possession.

| am not hereintending to say that students should be
alowed to haveal coholicbeveragesin their possession, but
what | an saying is that | condder it a gross and
unpardonable anomaly for a Stuation to exist where what
iscriminal for achild isnot criminal for an adult. Thereis
something fundamentally wrong with that, since it is the
adult that hes to set to examplefor the child to follow. | do
not understand that a Government that professes to care,
and boasts all the perspicacity that | have heard coming
from that side ever since September 1994, could come to
the people of Barbados today with this, an amendment of
the Act that saysto children,”"Do as | say but not as| do.”
| cannot accept that. VVote against thet.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the criminalisation of a student
is not an issue that this House can afford to take lightly.
The Education Regulations, Regulation 23, sets out the
duties of a teacher, and they read in part as follows:

“ A teacher in a public school shall subject to the Act
and these Regulations:

(b) Provide the pupils under his care with
appropriateingruction and learning experiences
during the school day.

(e) Give undivided atention to his duties during
school hours.

() Maintain proper order and disciplineamong the
pupils under his care.

(g Beon duty for the school day and taks part in
playground supervison and other school
activities.

(k) Asss in promoting the welfare and well being
of the pupils and fostering their socia and
moral development.

() Keeparecord of the daly attendance of pupils
and enquire into the causes of lateness and
report them to the head teacher.”

Thesearesome d the listed dutiesof a teacher as he
discharges his responsibility in relation to students.

The education sysem of Barbados has derived its
energy from a working partnership between, on one hand,
the teacher and the pupil, and on the other, between the

teacher and the parent. That is the dynamic that has driven
education in Barbados over the years. That is the dynamic
that can explain much of the successand stability of which
our education system has been able to boast.

The question is, "Does this amendment seek to
reinforce that dynamic or does it seek to undermineit?"
How will a student regard a teacher at whom he can look
back and accusedf being responsiblefor his not being able
to get a police certificateof character if he wants to go for
a job when he leaves school? How will he regard that
teacher? Is that a teacher who was assisting in promoting
thewelfareand well being of that student, and fostering his
socid and mora development? Or is that a teacher who
was more concerned with playing up the foibles and
shortcomings of the student and using those shortcomings
and foibles to the student's di sadvantage?

This amendment means for all of us in this House,
that at age 18 when a student comes to you and asks you
for a testimonial, you have to ask him if he has any
crimind convictions. It means that on an officia scale
because, as this amendment stands, one can contemplate
teachers knocking around the courtyard waiting to give
evidence the people for whose mord and social
development their are responsible.

| am not aware that is the case on any grand scale,
since the Honourable Member for St. Michael North East
is saying that this is so big a problem. The problem of
acohol beverages in school, the problem of firearms, the
problem of wegpons and o on, one can ‘contemplatea lot
o teaching hours being spent by teachers in the courtyards
knocking around waiting to hear their namescall to go and
giveevidence againgt the studentsthat they areresponsible
for.

| do not know why all of thisis necessary. Nobody is
saying that a lookout should not be kept to dedl with these

problems. A lookout has aways been kept to deal with
these problems. | left school 26 years ago, and when | |eft
school students were bringing to school sharp edged tools
and offensve wegpons and that sort of thing. Those
problemswere dealt with by firm leadershipin theschools,
and teachers rose to their responsibility in a serious way.
All we call for now is aretreat from a Situation of panic
and a reconciliation with the fact that times may have
changed, and teachers have to relate to their students
dightly differently.

| am satisfied,Mr. Deputy Speaker, that to the extend
that the dynamic of a trusting relationship between teacher
and student helped to push our system in times pagt, this
amendment is going to strike at the very root of tha
relationship, a the very root of the trust which was the
cement that hed it together and is going to digtort the
rel ationship between teacher and student.
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| hope | an wrong. | shal be the first person to applaud
the Minigter if d that | am saying is wrong but | happen
to have been ateacher and | know that arming the teacher
with thiskind of power to overtly make himsdf or hersdf
responsiblefor crimindisation of thestudentscannot imbue
that student with any confidence, but can in fact put the
student in a position where the distrust and in some cases
the hatred could lead to other problems not contemplated
by thislegidation.

3.25 p.m.

Drugs are a problem in Barbados but again the drug
problem has not been created by schoal children so thisis
not a problem to be dealt with in an Education Act. Thisis
a social problem which requires the mobilisation of this
country's energies, resources and creativity to dea with a
problem which once dedlt with at a socid level cannot
affect our schools. Somebody produces drugs, that person
produces drugs from a motive of making money.
Somebody trafficks drugs and trafficks them for the same
motive, to make some money. The person who consumes
drugs is consuming them for a completely different reason
and | do not see how you can equate all-three of those
categoriesd persons and try to deal with the problem in
this way.

Students leave adults a home. Students meet adults
on the dreet before they get to school and can come into
contact with drugs by those means. School children do not
create drugs. The problem has to be dedlt with where the
drugs are being crested and where they are being
trafficked. But das if a student is found with drugs in
schoal, instead o trying to find out whet it is that requires
a student to be guasi-dependent on drugs a headteacher
under thisamendment has to report the matter to the police.

The word "shdl™ is imperative, mandatory. Where
upon a search carried out pursuant to subsection (1) the
teacher finds any intoxicating liquor, controlled drug, gun,
offensive wegpon or any article that has been reported
stolen on the person or in his possession, the principal shall
report forthwith the finding to the parent of the child, the
police and any pupil who is found in possession of any
intoxicating liquor or controlled drugis guilty of an offence
and liable on summary conviction etc.

Asthelaw is now, that same headteacher can exercise
discretion and decide, based on what he knowsdf thechild,
how he should deal with the problem. By this amendment
he now has to report the matter to the police. | think that
taking that discretion away from the principa of the school
undermines the very objectiveof teaching which isto assist
the student in his social and mora development and try to
lead him on the way to a virtuous life rather than to show
it how to get a criminal conviction. So | an not satisfied,
objective contemplated by the Education Regulations so far

as the teacher is concerned. The teacher now becomes a
policeman, a constable in addition to being a teacher,
somebody on thelookout waiting to report somebody to the
police when in fact the Education Regulations and the
traditiona relationship between teacher and pupil
contemplate a different kind of relationship.

Section 1(9) of the amendment, "The teacher who
carries out a search under the authority of this section may
exercise the same powers, and has the same privilegesand
immunities as are conferred on a constable by law.” This
isan additiona rolefor the teacher. He is now a pedagogic
gendarme, a policeman, pegping around with a view to
getting students in the hands of policemen to secure for
them crimina convictions. | do not accept that. We have
dl goneto school. What happensin asituation, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, where for reasons that the child may not even
know, one of his fdlow students sets him up, puts
something in his bag? What becomes of a child in that
stuation? Heis found in possession and defensdesdly gets
a conviction recorded againgt his name.

Thisis al dangerous business, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
and | do not think that we are being wise in pressing the
panic button and responding to the problems which the
Minister identified. The problems that she identified are
redly not problems that have to do with school & all. If
schoal children are carrying sharp-edged wegpons to school
it is part of the nationa bdlief that if you do not defend
yoursdlf there is nobody there to defend you. There is a
collective sense of insecurity pervading Barbados at the
present time and the resort to violence to settle disputesis
out there abroad in the society. It is nothing of which we
on this side gpprove. We in fact deprecate it but to blame
the school children and to make them thefall guysin al of
this while leaving the socia problems untouched is a
matter upon which we on this side have to frown.

| an not satisfied, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that the
relationship between teacher and pupil will be enhanced or
deepened by thisamendment. | am not satisfied either that
the relationship between teacher and parent will be
enhanced or deepened by this amendment. If a teacher acts
in loco parentis in relation to a child it is permissible to
ak what does the natural parent do when he or she
discovers that hisor her child has intoxicating liquor in his
possession, or a controlled drug, or a gun, on his or her
person or an offensive weapon or any articleon his or her
person that has been reported stolen? A parent does not call
the police. A parent does not set out to criminalize his or
her own child. What the parent does, the good parent and
the thoughtful parent, is to try and find out what has gone
wrong in his or her child's lifeand try to see how best he
or she can rehabilitate the child and restore the child to a
dtate of confidencethat makes him or her no longer want
to rely on these kinds of unacceptable socia habits. If the
norma parent would do that, why is the person being

-~
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asked to do something else? Why is the dternative parent,
the teacher in the school, being asked to criminalizeevery
mother's son or daughter that he or shefindsin possession
of the items listed in the subsection?

335 p.m.

| do not want to spread any alarm but | want to warn
teachers that they mugt not be surprised if there is an
unpleasant backlash from parents who sit and watch them
in Court giving evidence against their children, securing
convictions for their children while the children of the
teachers themselves escape that kind of misfortune. | do
not want to spread any adarm but thisis Barbados 1996. As
the shadow spokesman for Education and asa parent, | fedl
mysdf under a mora obligation to let teachers know that
it is not smply a quegtion of carrying out a search of a
student and then reporting the metter to the principa and
cdling in the police. It also involves leaving school and
going in public onto a witness stand, taking the oath and
giving evidence as to what you saw when you searched,
and the parent of the child will be sitting in the public
gdlery and be wimess to dl of this. If there is an
unpleasant backlash, the Democratic Labour Party will not
hold itsdlf responsiblefor that. | think that too little thought
has gone into the preparation of theseamendments. | think
that it is an over reaction to a redity that is redly not a
school problem in any fundamenta sense. It is a socid
problem that has teen encroaching on life in our schools.

Therefore, Mr. Deputy Speaker, we on this side fed
vay uncomfortable about these amendments. We do not
sk here to impugn the good intention of the Minister. We
do not believe that the Minigter isill-intentioned at al. We
believe in fact that she means wdl in dl of this, but the
way to hell is paved with good intentions. The Member for
St. George South would put it this way — easy is the path
that leads to destruction. This is dangerous business, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, and we are not calling in question the
goodl intentions of the Minister. ! believe that the Minister
genuinely wants to see a solution to some of the problems
that she has described, but this is not the route. These
ameadments strike at the very root of two sats o
relationships upon which our education system has hed to
depend over along number of years, a stable and trusting
relationship between teacher and student and a stable and
trusting relationship between teacher and parent and both
are undermined by this. | do not think that Government
should be so salf-opinionated to believe that it would have
logt any face in calling hdt to this and going back to the
drawing board. |1 think that a lot more thought has to go
into this problem than is reflected in these amendments or
can be gleaned from them.

| await with interest the contributions which will
come from Members of this House seated on the back
bench to hear what they will have to say about dl of this.
| know that the more enlightened Members who are silting

on that back bench and who have a bold and spacious
vison of the future cannot be confined by this kind of
narrow-minded approach to the solution of education
problems. We understand the pressure under which the
teachers operate. We understand the pressure under which
headteachers operate. We understand that the school today
is not the schoal of yesteryear. But why should it be? The
average student in 1996 goes to school armed with more
current information than the average student of the year
1966. Students wetch the sametel evisionsthat their parents
and teachers watch. They hear the same news at the same
time and watch the same other types of films. Yes
sometimes they are armed with more current information
than their teachers or their parents. Necessarily, that alters
the relaionship between teacher and student and it
necessarily alters the relationship between teacher and
parent and between student and parent.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we on this side do not like this
amendment at al. As | said, we are sympathetic to the
Minigter's intentions. We agree that our schools are not as
peaceful as they used to be before We agree that
something has to be done about it but we do not believe
that the solution is the criminalization of our student
population who are redly not responsible for the socia
problems with which they have to dea from day-to-day. |
thrk that this legidation requires more discusson and
wider discussion by the public of Barbados. | do not think
that the average parent, whether that parent supports the
Barbados Labour Party or the Democratic Labour Patty, is
aware of the consequences that will flow from this
amendment if it were to pass this House today. | do not
think that any parent in Barbadoshas any vested interest in
the criminalization of his or her children and the
Honourable Member for St. Michadl North East who used
to be a practising lawyer knows how parents react how
they react to the criminalization of ther children even
parents of persons cver the age of majority, How much
more so is the situation with a child who is still at school.
Thereisno harm, Mr. Deputy Speaker, in the Government
caling pause and taking a second look at alt of this. | urge
the Miniger to hear me on this and to take my advice.
Take the advice of ihie Oppodtion, take the advice o
HonourableMembers on this side that thisamendment will
have spinoffs tha the Government does not now
contemplate.

345 p.m.

We are sympathetic. | sat on aschool Board for about
eight yearsand | an familiar with the problem of damage
to school property. | mysdf had to advise a Board on
which | sat on matters of this kind. The common law is
that in circumstances where a student damages property he
can be sued by his mother or father, his guardian, and
compensation can be recovered. The tragedy of course
usudly is that the student, and very often the parent, could
end up being persons of draw and therefore there is
difficulty in recovering. Sometimes the schoal itself, in
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the interest of maintaining good relations, hes to use its
own funds to settle the damages for teachers whose cars
have been damaged, and that kind of thing. | an familiar
with that problem. | have hed to deal with it on the school
Board on which | sat, where personsaof straw, personswho
have no means, no money, accept that they are responsible
for the harm, for the damage caused, but then that
acceptance does not put the wronged person any better off.
Thisis an old problem, but this has never been insoluble,
and thisamendment is not going to make it soluble either.
It is just a codification of what dready exists.

Allinall, Mr. Deputy Speaker, weon this side cannot
accept that you should have an offence caled having
intoxicating liquor in your possession for school children,
when adults carry to school, cary to work, have in their
homes, some of the homes from which the same children
come, have alcohol cupboards and their parents are not
committing any crimefor havingintoxicating liquor in their
possession and we do not see why a defenseless student
should be criminaised in those circumstances. We further
believe that the problemsto which the Honourable Member
for St. Michael North East has pointed as the judtification
for this amendment are red problems, but they are
problemsthat do not limit themselvesto the schools. They
are problemsthat encroach on the schools from the society.
Whatever goes on in the schools is usudly a mirror of
what is redly taking place in the society. But for as long
as we have a Barbados, and as long as we have an
education system, there has to be a digtinction between a
pupil and an inmate, and there has to be a digtinction
between a school and a penitentiary, and we believe that
this legidation does not make for the maintenanced that
distinction.

| want therefore to urge the Minigter finally, before |
sit down, to think again about this. This has dangerous
implications for the education system we now work and |
urge the Government to pause and to think again and
perhapslet us get together on this, dong with the parents,
theteachersand al the other interested partiesin Barbados,
to come up with a solution in which we are al interested
and which at theend of the day we can dl defend.

We will not be supporting this, Mr. Deputy Speaker.
| an obliged to you for your patience.

Hon. R. C. EASTMOND: Mr. Deputy Speaker, there
isasociologist called Robert Merton who argues that when
people deviate those people are never responsblefor their
own deeds, but instead that the wider society creates their
deviance. When | heard the Honourable Member for St.
Philip South speak, | said here goes the latest Mertonite.
The reason why | said here goes a Mertoniteis thet in his
opening remarks the Honourable Member for . Philip
South said quite clearly that adults are responsible for the
illsof society, that those negative influences that permeate
the society are created by adults, therefore the children are

innocent. That argument is consistent with Merton's
position.

Mr. F. J. STUART: On a point of order, Mr. Deputy
Spesker. | hate to interrupt the Honourable Member for S
James North. | did not say that studentsare innocent, | said
they are victims of the situations created by adults, that
they are victims o it.

Hon. R. C. EASTMOND: Mr. Deputy Speaker, if the
studentsare victimsof thedoings of the wider society, then
they are fully exonerated in the words of the Honourable
Member. He aso, during the course of his contribution,
which he himsdf, if he hed to describe it, would cal a
pained contribution, uttered words to the effect that we
have brought this legidation here through panic, and he
said quite clearly that in reference to the use and presence
of dcohoal in the society adultsare permitted to use dcohol
and he came periloudy close to saying that because adults
are permitted to use acohol, who are we to ded with
children who want to use dcohol in the schools. That isthe
sum total of what he said. Thet isexactly the effect that he
ddlivered himsdf of. He was saying that society is benign
enough to toleratedrinking of acohol by adultsand that if
society is so benign, Mr. Deputy Speaker, as to tolerate the
drinking of acohol by adults, then society is hypocritica
if achild tries to do something and adults are doing it. He
said so in effect, Sir.

Mr. F. J. STUART: On a point of order, Mr. Deputy
Speaker. What | have tried to say is if having dcohaol in
your possession is wrong, it is wrong for everybody in
Barbados, not only children. That is all | intend to say.

Hon. R. C. EASTMOND: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | got
the impresson and came to the conclusion, based on what
he said in reference to adcohol and the use of acohol by
children, that he created an argument that would run like
this. Because adults do things, children should be able to
follow suit. | raise the question now, if adults do things,
does it follow that children should do them? Thisis where
| an coming from.

During the course of his contribution too, the
Honourable Member for S. Philip South actudly referred
to a hypotheticad scenario of a child being in inadvertent
possession and suffering consequences of such possession.
He said that if one child planted something on another
child, the child planted on could very well end up being
culpable. In a case like that no legidation would punish
blameless inadvertence. Those of us familiar with the law
- and it seems as though the Honourable Member for .
Philip South haslogt hisfamiliarity with it — would tell you
that there is a concept of blamelessinadvertenceand once
thereis blamdess inadvertence thereis no wilfulness, there
is no intention, thereis no mens rea, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
but the Honourable Member for S. Philip South was heard
to sy in this Honourable House that if a child
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caled Sylvan plants an unlawful wegpon on achild caled
Henderson Nathani€, then Henderson Nathanid on whom
it is planted isa culprit because some other cul prit planted
it on him. That is what he was saying in effect, and what
we are saying is that because of the use of the word
"wilful" what thelegidation isdoing isdealing with wilful
conduct. Part of thetonedf the Honourable Member for St.
Philip South suggested that we brought this legidation with
anotion of retributionand it seemsbased on the tenour and
quality of his speech or lack thereof that the Honourable
Member for St. Philip South was saying that the philosophy
informing this piece of legidation isretribution which isto
deal with something vicioudy and spitefully becauseof the
terms.

355 p.m.

| would want to submit, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that we
are coming with this legidation as a deterrent. We are
seeking to take note, of what is transpiring in schools and
we intend to dedl with what is happeningin school firmly.
We are bringing this legidation to deter the foolishness
happening in schools. The Honourable Member for St.
Philip South said he was a teacher. | did enough research
to realisethat the Honourable Member for St. Philip South
left teaching before the 1980s. He has been out of the
classroom for full 15 yearsand he will never know that the
Hendersonsin the schools and the Sylvans in the schools
of Barbados today are worse when they contemplate
crimind activity in school then any Sylvan or Henderson
of his specific era when he was a school boy.

Aside.

Hon. R. C. EASTMOND: ... a hypothetica preacher
who receives largesse at the hands of particular persons
able to pay them for driving their cars.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, what this legidationisdoing is
firgt of all taking into account what should be happeningin
schools. What is a school, Mr. Deputy Spesker? Clearly a
schoal is a place to learn. A school is a place to teech
disciplineand to inculcate discipline in children. A school
isvery much a place whereauthority existsand wheresuch
authority must be strengthened to ded with deviants.
Besating thisin mind, we have to ask ourselves today why
this legidation.

The Honourable Member for St. Philip South says
that a teacher stands in loco parentis. | want to tel the
Honourable Member for St. Philip South that dl the
common law cases that speak to this issue of the teacher
being in loco parentis are incompleteand inconclusive in
their treatment of problems. All of the common law cases
that suggest that a teacher standsin loco parentis to a child
in the place of a parent have only to do with ordinary
chagtisement. At common law, the line of common law
cases suggests that in relation to only chagtisement,

punishment, that the teacher standsin the same position as
the parent.

However, right now in a highly litigious society
where people especially under the influence of American
TV are quite willing to go to court often to fight for rights
which are sometimes nebulous, the Honourable Attorney
Generd will tdl you he had one where a headteacher
sought to punish and the headteacher ended up in court.
Because o this litigant attitude that we have in Barbados,
in the absence of this legidation, if teachers conducted
searches o property or person and then someclever parent
and lawyer calculated that the teacher or the headteacher
was acting beyond his or her powers, then litigation will
result. Actudly, thislegidationisfillingagap, Mr. Deputy

Spesker.

This legidation is not from some fanciful and
whimsical, cagpricious mind. Thislegidation does not come
under that influence. This legidation comes to be able to
empower schools to ded with serious problems. When the
Honourable Member for St. Michadl East went to school
shortly after the Honourable Member for St. Michad West.
some 30 or 40 years ago, the type of problems that they
saw in school as school children were minor and minuscule
compared with people like the Sylvans of this world
carrying to school a bag with a hammer, a chisdl, a shot-
gun, a rachet knife, a penknife.

Now suppose, for example, which can happen and
which has come close to happening in Barbados, some
deviant child goes into a school with a bag full of weapons,
do you not expect the school to be empawered to dedl with
it? | mugt adso sy this, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that
notwithstanding the fact that some Honourable Members
feel tha we are bringing this because of panic and we are
virtualy beating an ant with a dedge hammer, | want to
say this. School teachers for the mogt part in Barbados
represent some of the most humane elements of society.
Any schoal teacher notwithstanding the power given to his
principal and the administration by this legidation who is
confronted by thesethings will likely in the administration
of thislaw approach it with humanity and feeling and not
cruelty.

Even though it is true, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that some
o the punitive aspects of the legidation seem to be
extremely serious no school administration will try to set
thechain in mation for the more serious punishment in this
legidation to be visited on first offendersor offenders who
were not that deliberate or person who had some defects.

In addition, as | indicated earlier, this legidation not
having been brought by the whim and capriceand fancy o
a sick mind clearly contemplates a situation where as a
result of the representation made by the stakeholders in
education thelegidation has becometheend product. What
| am saying is that this legidation did not just come in
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here like this. The principa stakeholdersin education were
consulted - the Barbados Union of Teachers, the Barbados
Secondary Teachers Union, different interest groups
involved in education. And this is what they wanted. This
is very much the result of a process of consultation which
has finally led to a piece of legidation that applies sternly
and that Honourable Members seem afraid to want to
defend.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we have situations in Barbados
where some school children have allowed themselves to be
used carrying drugs, knowingly so. We have situations in
Barbados where school children get their hands on guns
and take them to school, knowingly so. We have situations
where some school children operating in tandem with
drunks will invite the drunks into school illegally and then
they come to wreak havoc al through the schooal.

A lot of the vandalism that has occurred in schools
has occurred in consegquence of some school children hero
worshipping certain drunks out there who have no respect
for education, for educators, for teachers, for the Ministry
or anybody, not even for themselves, who would comeinto
a school and vandalise it, who would disturb the tone of a
school, who would seek to defeat what schools exist for.

Because of these new things happeningin thissociety,
a society that can no longer pretend to be innocent, we
have to be stern with frightening situations. How pleased
can Barbados have been when some years ago at
Foundation School a child lost its life because of the entry
of a dangerous weapon. How pleased can we fedl to know
that some principals, afraid of the adverse publicity coming
to their schools and afraid of parents, are not prepared to
report to the Ministry instancesof people bringing weapons
to school.

| know of a case where a child was caught in school
with afully loaded gun and that was never reported by the
school to the Ministry of Education. | know of an instance
like that. How many more of these will we tolerate, Mr.
Deputy Speaker? Are we going to permit this? Are we
going to behave like Nero, an ancient lunatic emperor, and
play the flute and sit back and acquiesce at the society
experiencing these stresses?

| am saying that even though certain social courses
sometimes militate against the unfortunate, that if a school
boy is of full age and sound mind, if a school girl is of full
age and sound mind, and they knowingly bring to school
drugs, knowingly bring to school weapons, knowingly bring
to school alcohal for distribution - and al cohol in the hands
of aminor isaweapon, indeed in the hands of some adults
today, as we have in here from time to time, you can
actualy trust my word on it, and as a learned member of
the Barbadian society | am saying, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
that when you have instances where there are threats to a
school's authority, where there are the infringements of a

-~

school's rules, | am aso saying, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that
when you have these particular occurrences taking placein
Barbados, you need to deal with them.

4.05 p.m.

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Honourable Member
for St. Philip South said that students are now at risk of not
getting police certificates of character if they have broken
this piece of legidation in school. Now, how many people
can truly say that a mgjority of personsin any locality or
community are at risk of not getting proper police
certificates of character?

The reason why | am raising this is, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, it is only those people who break the rules that
are a risk. We are also saying that we are fairly sure, in
any event, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that in the administration
of this law, principals, deputy principas, headteachers,
senior teachers, boards of management, officers in the
Ministry of Education, these people arelikely to be humane
and understanding in the application of the Act. They are
not going to go for the highest and the most severe fine at
the start. They are not, Mr. Deputy Speaker, going to seek
to blow fairly trivia instances out of proportion.

Therefore, Mr. Deputy Speaker, in the same way that
the Honourable Member for St. Philip South can say that
he was a teacher and he can adopt a particular stance as a
former teacher, | too can say as a former teacher who
would very well have taught more recently than he has, and
who still continuesto teach, that | am aware of the fact that
alot of my teacher friends go to school frightened. They
go to school frightened because of the uncertainty of not
knowing what is coming to schooal, in their schobl, who is
coming with it and such like, uncertain, too, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, because of those deviants who are not members
of the school population who instigate, inspire, counsel and
procure minors to commit offences.

Mr. Deputy Spesker, even though | am puiting the
case for the Government the best way that | can do it, |
should still like to say that the Government does not have
any intention to turn schools into concentration camps. So,
any suggestion of our turning schools into ' Blackboard
Jails," any suggestion like that is abhorrent, and coming
from a very detestable source, wherever it comes from.

Schools will not become concentration camps, but as
rules are laid out and legislated, as people become aware
of what the rules are, people have a choice, having
understood what therules are, between either observing the
rules or breaking the rules. | am sure that al school
educators and administrators are going to be circumspect
enough to check this legidlation when it is passed, to
inform al those involved in schools what the legislation
entails.
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I can see situations of some parent/teachers
associations coming to schools, to see precisely what this
legidation is all about. | am saying that any community
that is told what legidation entails, is a community that
knows the legislation. You do not haveto expressit like a
lawyer, you do not have express it like a principa. If a
child knows that it is a serious offence to bring to school
agun, and the child really does not intend to be delinquent
and to be a deviant, the child should say, “ Carrying to
school a gun is wrong. | will obey the school rules. | am
not carrying to school any gun."

This legidation is not aimed at the vast mgjority of
children in school, Mr. Deputy Speaker. This legidationis
aimed at those minority of instances which are large
enough to undermine thefabric of asociety. Sometimesthe
majority of the people can suffer at the minority's hand.
That. is a fact, Mr. Deputy Speaker. Fifteen or 20 well-
organised crimina minds, especially when they have
developed criminality from young, can terrorise a country
of thissize.

What | am saying, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is that this
legislation is mindful of what the threats are in schools
today. What are these threats? People taking to school
drugs and offensive weapons, and allowing their friends
whc are not school children to come into schools to break
the rules, are threats to other students. Children who bring
to school these things are threats to other students. They
are ‘hreats to the authority of the school, they are threats to
law and order, and they are threats to themselves. A fellow
picking up a gun, unaware of what a gun does, playing
with the gun, could blow up himsef easily, a threat to
himself indeed, even though he will be the last person to
want to perceive himself as a threat to himself.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, while | appreciate the concerns
of persons who might feel that we are taking a dedge
hammer to deal with an ant, | would aso caution, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, that any person concerned about this, in
my view, can be only concerned because of the relative
novelty of it. We have never had anything so firm and so
strong. When a society, Mr. Deputy Speaker, deserves to
be put under heavy manners, when people have to be put
under heavy mannersin the name of the word "' society™ or
for their own sake, it is then this humble servant will side
with those who are prepared to put manners on the society.

Manners maketh man. It would have been repeated
for donkey yearsin schools. All types of other maximsand
aphorisms would have been handed down from teachers to
children, and yet there are those who deviate. | am not
going to support Merton's position either, that those who
deviate are devious because others will make them deviate.
Once you are a child of sound mind and full age, you are
responsible for your actions. Nor am | going to associate
with that body of criminologists who say that because of
the dichotomy between teacher and student, or between

judge and criminal, or between policeman and criminals,
that the distance itself, creates the deviation. | am not going
to go down that road.

What T am saying is that from a positive perspective
and positivism, the Honourable Member for St. Philip
South believes in what the sociologist calls functionalism.
Functionalism is what Merton said as | indicated at the
start. We are interested in what the criminologist and the
sociologist call positivism. You see a problem, deal with it.
Do not theorise, "' Poor Sylvan brought to school a gun and
shot Henderson, a child, because Sylvan's mother did not
give him breast milk." That is functionalism. That is
looking...

Asides.

Hon. R. C. EASTMOND: Mr. Deputy Speaker, that
is looking too much at the diagnostic aspect of things.

There comes a time, Mr. Deputy Speaker, when mere
diagnosis is not enough. There comes a time where mere
assessing the problem is not enough. There comes a time
when you have to prescribe in instances where they
diagnose and cannot prescribe and they do not how to
prescribe or because there is no cure.

Where this Government can diagnose a problem and
can find the prescription, this Government shall not be
afraid to prescribe. We are prescribing legislation with a
strong deterrent character in it. We are not urging
retribution upon the people. We are not saying that because
a fellow brought to school a weapon he is a recidivist.
Nobody says that. We are not saying that a-one offender is
a recidivist. We are not saying that a fellow who even
offends twice is a recidivist. We are not taking away from
principais that right to investigate.

1 am sure, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that the average
principal, the average vice principal, the average education
officer, is not going to apply this legidation lightly if such
persons can investigate the source of the problem.

So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, as far as | am concerned,
this legidation captures the problem in schooal, it diagnoses
the problem and it is prescribing a solution. With such a
prescription, Mr. Deputy Speaker, | identify.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the last
Honourable Member who sat down, seemed to embrace this
legidlation as part of his, and therefore feels a very urgent
necessity to defend it. There was an urgency in his
presentation which suggested that any assault on this
legidation is an attack on the manhood of the
Government's capacity to solve problems. | am speaking
early in this debate because | fedl strongly as an individual
and | wish at the outset to appeal to the Government to
assume that we do not seek any political advantage.
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Whether we can get it or not, we are not seeking to oppose
the BarbadosL abour Party's policiesand thereforecreating
adividein which you feel that you must put the wagonsin
acircle and defend this at all costs.

4.15 p.m.

| rise, Mr. Deputy Speaker, to suggest to the Minister
and the Government that in this community in which we
live we have had education for as long as we can
remember, we have had legidation that has governed
education in this country and that notwithstanding the
legidation one might aimost say we have managed to
produce a good educational product in this country. The
Attorney General will speak from his own perspectiveand
in his own perspective he has hisown reasonsand his own
position. | an noi going to be influenced by his particular
perspective on these matters. | am speaking as a person in
this society who has been a beneficiary of the educational
system and represents a constituency that is almost 98%
ordinary bottom of the ladder people who have no
particular perspective in Barbados except that they wish
their children to participatein the growth and devel opment,
they wish their children to have a piece of the cake, they
wish their children to become better than they themsalves
have been and when one examines this legislation one
recognises first and foremost that the Government is
seeking to solve a problem.

As the leader who spoke for us on this side indicated,
we recognise that the Government is seeking to solve a
problem. We might not even be able to say to you that this
is a solution to the problem but what | wish to say to you
is that what you are prescribing requires some further
examination before you come here in this find place
where, when once it has been passed and supported in the
Other Place it becomes the law of the land and we are
saying to you we wish you to re-examine this before you
decideif it is the law of the land.

We acknowledge and accept that you have the
numbers. We know that if we vote no you are still going
to pass it but at the end of the day you are not passing it
for the people in St. Kitts and Nevis, you are not passing
it for the people in Britain. You are passing it for the
children in Barbados. We are saying to you, we think
reasonably, look there are some aspects of this legidation
that appear to require some further thinking. I would like
the Honourable Members on that side to take it on face
value that we are saying we had this legidation a couple
days ago. We have looked at it and on first glance and on
second examination there are some aspects of this that are
frightening and we are saying to you take another look at
this before you put the stamp on it. The Honourable
Member says that when they see a problem they are going
solve it and this Government shall pass legidation. We
acknowledge that you can do that and that you arc that
kind of Government. It is your watch but we are saying to
you that we are not here discussing putting up a building

in Broad Street. Weare discussing the structure which will
determine for the next 25 years what kind of citizen we
will have. We are discussing what kind of framework will
be created for those who are going to run this society, to
get theformativeconstruction for themsel veswhich wegot.
Weare saying that when we examine this legidation we do
not necessarily think, weare not even sure weare right, the
Honourable Member over here who spoke and all the
Honourable Members over there who speak; we are not
certain that we are right. We are not speaking to you as
persons who have al the answers, that we are Opposition,
we have examined it and thereforewe are right and you are
wrong. That is not the framework within which we are
offering to the Government, this afternoon, to examine this
position. We are saying to you that you are discussing a
matter of crucial importance to the people of this country
and more particularly to thelittle people, not the small men
now, the real little formative, unformcd people of this
country.

Let us take just oneaspect of thislegidation. You are
saying in part of this legidation that a person under 16
years old who does something or has something in his bag,
cigarettes, | do not think you call them cigarettes, but
marijuana, intoxicating liquor, that that person is guilty of
an offence and is liable to a fine of $1 000, or
imprisonment. That is what you say in the legislation. | am
saying to you that a child from my constituency who is
found guilty of thisis being, if you pardon the expression,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, invited to whore to find the fine.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Member, the Member.
Now corne off that. You have been a Member af this
Chamber for too long.

Mr. B. M. TAITT" | beg your pardon, Sir.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You have been a Member
in this House for too long.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: That iswhy | can say that thereis
nothing wrong with “whore, Sir.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That word, Sir.

Mr. B. M. TAITT. | withdraw whore, Sir. Prostitute.
There is nothing wrong with whore but if Your Honour
says that | will withdraw whore but | an saying that you
arerequiringachild that is 16 to pay afineof S1 000. You
are passing legislation in Barbadosafter so many hundreds
of years in which you are requiring a child to be guilty,
you do not say the parentsof the child, you are saying the
child. Whereisachild under 16 going to get $1 000 from?
Tell mc where, Mr. Deputy Spesker. | ask the Government
and | ask the Minister to tell me what the Minister intends
by this part of the legidation for example. What does the
Minister intend when the Minister says that a child under
16 can be found guilty and will have a fine of S1 000
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or indeed imprisonment? The Minister does not intend that
the Attorney General could not intend that because by
definition a child is incapable of raising $1 000 in legal
form. If you wish to say that you are going to fine the
parents you had better examine the legislation to say that
is what you intend.

| use that, Sir, as an example of what frightens me
personally, and fortunately for me the Memberson my side
of this legidation. There is another one, Sir. This
legidation says that while a teacher is carrying out a
particular function that teacher shall be vested with al of
the powers of a police constable. | ask the Attorney
General, in his capacity as the chief legal adviser to all of
us, to re-examine - | am not saying he is wrong, Sir, | do
not ¥now if heiswrong- | am asking him as | have asked
him aproposof nothing in the past to examine that concept
to see if that is what he really intends. Is that what the
Govzrnment really wishes to have, that every teacher in
Bartados should become a constable for purposes of
searching pupils? Is that what we intend, that all teachers
shdl become constables for purposes of examining
students? When we were going to school, children used to
bring to school guttaperks, grains, fish hooks, | know
Honourable Membersthink thisis something new, but they
may have gone to school at a different kind of school but
| went to the best elementary school in Barbados - Wedley
Hall. All right. Sir, for purposes of this argument, let me
say oneof the best so that the St. Giles people will not get
up and start afight. Thisis not one of those days. | accept
that St, Giles and Wesley Hall were on par for the purpose
of 1ris discussion. But, 3r, the St. Giles people will get up
and agree with me that even though we went to the class
scheols we had fellows who used to have fish hooks.
Fellows used to bring to school blades and sharpen them
and put them behind the workshop. We had fellows who
use¢ to sharpen ten-penny nails. They had a fellow who
usec to have a guttaperk and rivet. There are peoplein this
country who would know what a rivet is. A rivet was a
mor2 dangerous weapon fired from a guttaperk that had
accuracy than a person with a gun who cannot shoot.
422 p.m.

Mr, Deputy Speaker, these things happened in the
schonis that we went to. We survived and there were some
people who went astray. But the point that | am making is
that we had teachers at those schools who were not
invtsted with any more ability than the teachers today. As
a matter of fact, the teachers today are better trained than
those who were teaching in my day. The teachers today,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, have had the benefit of Erdiston
Teacher Training, university training, this and that kind of
training, the next kind of workshop and they are dl
supposed to have some facility and capacity to do things
that the ones who taught me did not have. What is it that
drives us as parliamentarians, that drives us as a
Government to be so unsure of the teachers of today that

we cannot entrust them with the responsibility for
exercising discretion. Weare passing legislation now which
removes all discretion from the headmaster...

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: On a point of order,
Mr. Deputy Speaker. The Honourable Member is seeking
to midead this Honourable Chamber. This legislation does
not remove all discretion from the headmaster or the
teachers. In fact, al that it requires as a mandatory
obligation is that it be reported to the parent, to the
Ministry through the Chief Education Officer, to the police
and to the school board and that further a question of
whether something is prosecuted or not is not mandatory
by thislegidlation. Evidence does not have to be offered so
the Honourable Member is misleading the House in the
most reproachable way that is possible given hislength of
tenure as a senior person in this society.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: You see thisis what | an talking
about, Sir. The discretion which | have gathered over the
seniority which the Honourable Member givesto meallows
me to make allowance for her youthful indiscretion in so
describing the thing, and is precisely the point that | am
trying to make, in the saiie way that | can make allowance.
If the Honourable Member for St. George South had said
the exact words to the Honourable Minister, her response
would be different. But it is because | understand that the
Minister is capable of misunderstanding me because she
has not heard me encugh over along period of time that |
will allow her that particular indulgerce. But, Sir, sheisa
lawyer and she must know that it saysin Section 4:

"Where upon a search carried out pursuant to
subsection (1), the teacher finds any intoxicating
liquor, controlled drug, gun, offensive weapon or
any article that has been reported stolen on the
person or in the possession of a pupil...”

Listen to this, Sir: "The principal shall report
forihwith the finding to

(@) the patent of the child;
(b) the police.

If that is not mandatory, | have completely
misunderstood this. They must report it to the police and,
if they must report it to the police, they must bring the
police to the school. Once they report it to the police, the
police must come to the school and once the police come
to the school the whole environment and the whole
ambiance has been changed. It has nothing to do with
prosecution. You are too involved in legalism and do not
understand that the arrival of a policeman at the school
creates an entircly different environment for the children in
that school and that you are changing the character of the
school. If you cannot understand that, you cannot
understand anything that | am saying.




3710
b

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | do not have to thresten any
school. Why would you want to suggest that | want to
threaten any school? Because you fed that, once you have
brought it, it must be necessarily right? Why can you not
accept ...

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT. But | sarted off by saying that it
is not wrong.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Member for St
Michad West, please address the Chair.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, with al great
respect, | am having a discussion with somebody who is
sitting down.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You should not be hearing
asides.

Mr. B. M. TAITT" | an hearing, Sir, becausethat is
how | am. | hear.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Member for St
Michad West, you are going to have respect for the Chair
and address the Chair.

Mr. B. M. TAITT" | am trying my best to respect the
Chair, but if the Char hears a Member dtting down
addressing me | am trying my best...

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: | cannot hear that. Please
address the Chair.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | an addressing the Chair but
when | address the Chair | am addressing the Honourable
Member for St. Michael North Eagt who is sitting down
through the Chair — | do not have a problem with that. The
Honourable Member is saying thingsabout me that you can
hear, | hope, that | wish to do something. | am trying to
persuade the Honourable Member for St. Michad North
East not to become so involved with this legidation that
she or any other Member would fed that to resile from it
for even the dightest moment or even the dightest haf
inch would be some rejection o man or womanhood. | am
trying to persuade the Honourable Member that this
legidation is not about territory. This legidation is about
where we are going to be. | have no children who are
going to be the victims o this. | have no vested interest in
this except that | have been sent here by the people of St.
Michadl West and those are the people who are likely to be
victims of this, because they have been the oppressed
peoplein thiscountry for most of their lives. Your children
and my children and the children of any other Honourable
Member in here or any persons in high society in this

country are not going to be the victims o this legidation
when it is passed. It will be the ordinary people, some of
whom go to school some days without food and with
problems that are not identifiable and which are not
identified. We are trying to suggest on this side tha the
legidation needs some further examination. We have not
said to the Minister do not bring legidation. We are saying
that thislegidation was brought within 3 days. Where hes
this been discussed? Where has this been heard o
anywhere in Barbados other than in cloistered aspects o
the Minister's Ministry? Where has this been discussed in
the newspapers? Wherewas it proposed that thislegidation
isgoing to come?If the Minister gets up and says thet this
has been theresult of massivediscussion and asa result we
have brought it here, we would have to take our place.

Sir, just the other day we had a discusson on the
White Paper on Education Reform. In that was supposed to
berested dl of the basic paliciesthat will inform education
for the next millennium. I inviteanybody with sound mind
who is not a Member of the Cabinet to look for pages 122
to 128, and except for two passing references, tdl me if
they find this legidation manifested in that White Paper.
Let them get up and show me where this legidation that
has been brought here is manifested in the White Paper.
Mr. Deputy Speaker, you and | know that a White Paper is
supposed and this particular White Paper was supposed so
be informed by massive discussion throughout the country
by dl and sundry. This particular White Paper had the
benefit because it was new - it wes the first one ever
produced in Barbados come to think of it - and it was so
comprehensive and red and in this legidation there are
fundamental thingsthat are being proffered for our decision
which had not been treeted in the White Paper.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, if the Minister can go out in the
next few weeks and have a discussion with the peopleand
the people agree that thisis what they want, | promise her
not only will 1 support her but | would say nothing ever
about her education policies. But | know that when, after
our receiving this, we discussed it with ordinary people,
there are peoplein the congtituency with children who will
be worried about this. Those people worry about what is
going to happen to their children.

4,35 p.m.

It isamistaketo believethat only the highly educated
are concerned about the growth and development of their
children. All of the peoplein Barbadoswho have children,
even the most wayward, are concerned. Mr. Deputy
Speaker, you only have to watch them on mornings. You
seeawoman with one on her left hand, onein her somach
and her right hand carrying the one that is going to schoal.
Those women have no less interest in their children then
my mother or your mother did, and had they the
opportunity that we have had they would be participating
in the PTAs a an even higher level. This is a matter




3711

that should be discussed at the PTAs. What is so difficult
in alowing those ordinary women... | say women not
because thereare not men, but usualy it is the women who
are participating and interested in this kind of thing. Why
can't the Government just hold this off for a couple of
days? What is going to happen if thislegidationis deferred
for alittle whilefor further discussion? What is it going to
do to the Government? As a matter of fact, it would make
the Government look even stronger if the Government
could listen to the Opposition and say: "Hold this, all right,
we are going to go back and have this discussion.” Not on
the whole thing.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | would beamost as criminal as
they are going to make some of the young peopleif | said
that thisentire piece of legislation was defective. It would
be wrong, but we are saying there are aspects of this
legidation which are frightening. The requirement for the
headmaster or headmistressto inform the policeis a matter
which should raise some questions. The whole question of
who should be present when a student is being searched
should raise some questions. The question of a teacher
under Clause 2(9) having the same privileges and
immunities as are conferred on a constable by law has a
problem. Clause 2(11):

"Whenever a search iscarried out pursuant to this
section by a teacher other than the principal, the
principal shall, forthwith after the search, institute
an inquiry into the circumstances relating to the
search.”

It does not say what follows after that. Clause
2(12)(bj:

"Any pupil whois guilty of an offence and liable
on summary conviction, if heis under the age of
16 years, to afine of $1,000or if the pupil is 16
years of age or older to such fine or to
imprisonment for 6 months or both."

That worries me. And now, Sir, we come to 64C(1)
which saps:

"A pupil who is convicted under section 64A or
64B shdll, in addition to any penalty imposed on
him or his parent, be ordered to undergo
counselling and rehabilitation for such period not
exceeding one year as the magistrate considers

appropriate.”

| want to ask the Minister with whom will this
student undergo counselling and rehabilitation?Who in this
country is qualified to provide rehabilitation? Let the
Honourable Minister get up and tell me the names of two
persons, just in case | don't know, which two persons in
this country are qualified to carry out this mandatory
imposition. We have a country where there is one

psychologist in the Ministry of Education. When | wasin
the Government | raised this question, so it is no point
anybody getting up to ak me what | did. We have
guidance counsdllors in schools; for one guidance
counsellor there are 1700 people, and we talk about
rehabilitation and counselling and a magistrate should send
somebody to counselling. | am saying we do not havethem
and it istime that we change to the appropriate framework.
If we are going to discuss counselling and rehabilitation we
have to have the framework within which that is done. You
do not pass the legidation saying that the magistrate shall
do something when you do not have the facilities that will
allow the magistrate to get those things done. We have
done that too often. We have copied legidation from places
where people have the framework in place and then we
have just gone on to the next stage. We cannot have this
kind of regimeif we do not take steps to alow this regime
to be implemented.

| am saying that the Ministry of Education per se
does not have the capacity to carry out this legidation
which we are about to impose on it and the schools do not
have the facilities to do what will be determined by this
legidation, according to what | understand and what | read.
There is no one, as far as | know, who is qualified to do
what is being demanded in thislegidlation. The question for
the Minister and the Government is if you are going to put
the wagons in a circle and defend at all costs, when weare
not saying to you, unless you perceive it as a political
fight, which is your problem, that we are seeing this as a
matter of concern to every single Barbadian. It is now of
concern to the children, because the vast mgjority of
children do not go to school with any weapons.

The Honourable Member for St. James North raised
the question of a child losing its life at a school in
Barbados some time ago. It would be instructive if that
case instead of being treated as just an ordinary situation is
examined to its fullest. The Honourable Member for St.
James North I know is capable of a much deeper analysis
than what he did today. | know that and | do not have any
problems. | know he is capable of that, but that case has
ramifications subsequent to the death which have never
been made known to the people of Barbados, and perhaps
should not be made known. But that is not the first time
that a child has been killed. Do you know what | have
wondered?If the children who killed twice in Britain over
the last few years... Children kill children. Do you realise
that if that had happened in Barbados we would have gone
stark, staring crazy? We would have knee-jerk reactionsas
if we are born and made differently from other people al
around the world. These problemsare not problemsthat are
inherent m the Barbadian psyche, these are problems that
are manifesting themselves al around the world. The
Barbados Labour Party ought to take counsel from people
within the Barbados Labour Party who have had long
experience in the teaching field, people who have dealt
with dl kinds of problems similar to these, and they
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should be guided by some of the advice which the people
in the Barbados L abour Party who have had experiencein
this field could give them. They would discover that
research has been done and research is being done which
will demonstrate that many of these problems go beyond
any village or any particular entity or any particular
nationality.

There is a phenomenon which is resulting from the
globalisation which Barbados might find astounding but
which is perfectly — | don't want to say normal and natural
- perfectly happenstance, if you will pardon the expression,
in therest of the world and we should look to the solutions
that some people are trying. We should pursue these
mattersin a collectiveway. These are not BarbadosL abour
Party problems or Democratic Labour Party problems or
National Demacratic Party problems, theseare problemsof
development for countries like ours who have been
exposed, perhaps prematurely, to galloping developments
in the international community and we are victims to a
large extent. | am not recommending, far be it from me or
any Honourable Member over here, that you put your
hands up and don't try to find solutions. But, on the other
hand, you do not, as the Honourable Member for St. James
North seemed to be suggesting, declare war on the
children.

4.45 p.m.

The Honourable Member, when he reads his speech
later on, must be concerned that it will appear to right
thinking persons that he was declaring war on the students
of Barbados. He does not intend that. The Honourable
Member is a caring person who has been a teacher. How
are you going to have a teacher who treats the people as
required in here on the one hand and within another week
they are required to be back in school bonding with those
children? Do you know what the end result is, that any
student who is caught in this is done, finished? That is the
end of that student.

Now, Sir, it is al right for us who never had that
problem or who don't have any children who have that
problem but if you have to ded with people who have
those kinds of problems.. Mr. Deputy Speaker, thereis a
matter which is sub Judi ce which I will not mention but
recently in the St. Leonard's School there was a problem
that is within the ambit of my representation and | have
held the hand of the mother. | have held the hand of the
child and | have held the hand of the teacher because all
three of them agonised. They were in pain, the teacher
because he is a genuine good teacher, the mother, because
she is a genuine good mother and the child, because the
child does not even understand what happened. He cannot
explain it.

We tak about these people here as if they are
perpetrators. We are discussing pupils in here as if pupils
are from the Borstal and not from the regular schools. We

cannot intend that. The Government may feel freeto get up
and demonstratewhy they have to do what they haveto do.
| feel judtified in taking the position that has been
articulated by my colleague that we cannot support the
legidation asit stands. We would rather | suspect not have
to vote against it. We would rather the Government accept
that this matter needs some further thought. We do not
believe that our house is going to burn, any school is going
to drop down, any child is going to have any worse thing
happen, any teacher is going to be disadvantaged if this
matter were further studied.

We wish to recommend once again that the
Governmentexaminethisbut if the Government insiststhat
it must proceed and will win at all costs, | don't know who
will be the winner when the Government has won this
vote; the question will be who is the winner. If the
Government feels that it must win, we feel as a matter of
helpin rest of the community to understand that we
must say no.

A < understand, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that our
saying no is not a no to discipline in schools. None of us
who went to school in Barbados could ever not ‘wish to
have discipline. None of us who have relatives who are in
school s, who are headmastersor teachers could want not to
have discipline. None of uswho have children or represent
children could want not to have discipline, but what we
wish is to maintain an environment in the school different
from the environment elsewhere. At least for the children
who are in school, let them come to feel that Barbados is
till their land, that when they say the Pledge and sing the
National Anthem that this is theirs.

| wish, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that the Government
could hearken unto reason and hear my voice. | am grateful
to Your Honour.

Hon. R. N. GREENIDGE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, |
speak in this debate not only as a Minister of Government
but also as a teacher of some 20 years experience. |ndeed,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, | must say again that of al the
Members who now adorn this Chamber | do believethat |
have the longest and the widest teaching experience today.
| have taught, as | said, for more than 20 years, | do
believe that if | were called upon to support this
amendment at the beginning of those 20 years | would
have made a speech similar in content to what the
Honourable Member for St. Philip South made and perhaps
what the Honourable Member for St. Michael West made
but, at the end of my 20 years, at the very tal end of my
teaching experience if | were asked whether | would
support an amendment of this kind | would have to say
wholeheartedly.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, having taught in the 60s, 70s
and 80s | was able to see then a development which has
caused me great pain and great concern. | recal
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going through a schoal at lunchtime in an effort to see if
we teachers could collect weapons that we heard were on
the premises. Some 4 or 5 teachers got together and went
through the entire school only to come up with dozens of
knives, and other weapons as wdl and indeed, there was
one pipe gun among them.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, thereis no one in here that can
tell you what goes on in those schools. | know and | have
s it dl. | remember coming into a class judt after lunch
and seeing what | thought was the quietest girl in the class
in afit and trauma. In my trying to console her and spesk
to her | was told by her in the crudest and the mogt vulgar
terms that she had in her "s0 and so Tampi* - that is what
shecdled it — and not to come near to her. Otherwise she
would do this and she would do that. In fact, Sir, she did
get up and was restrained by one of the school boys.

S0, as | said, Mr. Deputy Speaker, | have seen it all.
| have come across spliffs in school, as they cdl them,
knives. | have seen collinsin school, rum and, as | said,
the pipe gun. It doesn't surprise me that we have now
reached the stage where this particular amendment is an
absclute necessity. | have said on the Hoor of this House,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, that | consider the law to be like the
proverbial eggshell that when the pressure increases from
the :nside the shell cracks. Then what we have to do is to
make a law to sedl tha crack. Thisis what is happening to
this society and this is why we have brought this bit o
legidation to sed that crack which now exists in our laws.

There are students, Mr. Deputy Speaker, and those of
us who have taught will know, who come to school and
they carry their bags with them wherever they go. They go
on the playing field, the bag is there with them. They goin
the oilet and they carry their bags. More often than not,
when you check that student something is in that bag.
Headteachers will tel you this, Only this morning, Mr.
Deputy Spesker, | gave the principa o a primary school
aride to town. She was telling me that the problem is not
limited to the secondary schools but the problem also exists
1 the primary schools.

1t is shocking to hear, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that we
cm ;av that the problem exists in primary schools as well.
1 fecl that dl we are saying in this legidation is that a
method has to be found to dea with those children who
bring the things that | have spoken about earlier to school.
We have to take action and we have to teke it now. We are
saying that where this Government is concerned, we
condder this to be the best possible action at this time in
our history.
455 p.m.

| believe that the United States of America went
through a similar situation. | believethat quite afew o the
States went through a similar experience. Indeed, right
now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, in the United Statesof America,
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in many schools, when the school children wak in on
morningsthey have to passthrough metal detectorsbecause
they, too, very often have on their person very offensive
weapons, So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the position is that we
have to pull this country back. Things are getting out of
order. A lot of that is happening within the schools and we
have to do whatever is necessary to curb that devel opment.

School children now haveakind of calousnessto life
that did not exist when | was a school boy. School children
now are not afraid to see blood. When you stab nowadays,
school children tend to run towardsit, whilein our day we
ran away from it. It is a different type of school child that
we are dealing with atogether. | see nothing at al, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, with this particular anendment. They are

brave, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

| have known where school children who were
accused, and it was alleged, were using drugs, argued very
strongly with the teachers as to the benefitsof drugs. That
isgood for us, and we would never in our day have dreamt
of that type of argument. They argued, for instance things
like, that God caused it to grow and if God caused it to
grow therefore it is good and we should be using it. OF
course God caused the manchined tree to grow as well. |
am just saying that Mr. Deputy Spesker, to let you know
thetypeof thinking thet is going on within schoots, and to
let the Oppodtion know that we as a Parliament, not
necessarily as a BLP administration or a DLP
administration, one againgt the other, we have to do
whatever is necessary to pull the country back.

If we do not, Mr. Deputy Speaker, things are going
to get worse. If we do not have a bit of legidation like this
on the statute book, thingsare going to get worse. You hed
a stabbing at a school in the south, you had cases of school
childrer brought before the law courts in the north. All
over Barbados, Mr. Deputy Speaker, things are getting out
d hand in the schools. All weare saying is thet this isour
time to act. This is our time to pull the country back. If the
Opposition does not fed that way, Mr. Deputy Speaker, let
them continue to grandstand.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, you have to see that nowadays
children do not consider the school as being the type of
inditution which should solve their problems either.
Children do not consider the school the solution to the
problem. Whenever they have a problem nowadays, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, and this is the classic example that
happened to a schoal in the central parish, they go and get
their group or their little gang to comein to help to solve
the problem. They do not go through the school any longer.
They use that external force to come running through the
schoal to solve the problem.

You are teling us this afternoon that what we are
doing is the worgt thing in the world, and that the

Opposition, as they say, are not going to support it.
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My persona feeling, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is that
Government and the Opposition should be united when it
comes to questions of lawlessness. When it comes to
guestions of lawlessness, Government and the Opposition
should be united. | feel that a very wrong messageis sent,
and it can be sent sometimes to the very Floor of this
Parliament, when we are bringing a bit of legidation like
thisand we can have big, responsible Members saying that
thisis the worst thing in the world, and that the children do
not do anything wrong, dl the wrong comes from the
adults and so on. | think that very often sends the wrong
message. It sends the message that the school children are
getting some support for the wrongs which they are doing
from the responsible Members of the House of Assembly.

| believe that if the Honourable Member for St.
Michael South East were here, he would say the words,
"too much grandstanding.” | believe that if they had the
opportunity or the foresight to bring this piece of
legidation to the House, it would have been the best piece
of legidlationfor them. If only they had theforesight. Since
thelast administrationdid more sleeping than thinking, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, then they clearly did not bring this type of
legidation before the House.

Asides.
Hon. R. N. GREENIDGE: | said sleeping.

Even when we brought the Vagrancy Act before the
House, they did not support it. When we were trying to
curb lawlessness on the beaches, they did not support it. |
believe, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Opposition does not
really appreciate this important amendment.

| therefore, Mr. Deputy Speaker, want to urge this
Government to press on with its work, to press on with its
legidation. We cannot, Mr. Deputy Spesker, as a
Government when we are bringing legislation of this sort
go tiptoeing to bring it, and go looking over our shoulders
and wondering what the Opposition is going to say. If we
wereto do that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, we would never bring
legidation to this House. We could forecast what they were
going to say. We brought it because we are not afraid to
bring a piece of legidation like this. We knew that they
were going to say al of the things which they have said.

| believe, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that thiscountry needs
to know how this Government is thinking on particular
issues. The country knows now how this Government is
thinking on the issue of lawlessnessin schools.

| recall the Honourable Member for St. Philip South,
| think that it was Friday, when he was debating the VAT,
said that greatnessis judged...

Asides.

Hon. R. N. GREENIDGE: Well | can say it then. It
is just a quotation. He said that, " Greatnessis judged not
by what you achieve but what you have the courage to
attempt."

Asides.

Hon R. N. GREENIDGE: His words will hang him.
"Not by what you achieve but what you have the courage
to atempt.” This is exactly what we are doing, and we
hope that you will judge us by what we have the courage
to attempt.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, at theend of it all, what we are
doing is trying to protect the innocent children as well.
This amendment is also aimed at protecting the very
innocent children. Mr. Deputy Speaker, for all you know it
might very well save thelifeof your child or my child. We
want people to know, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that those
innocent children have rights too.

Therefore when the Opposition can speak about the
rights which those that bring the drugs, weapons and
alcohol and so into the school have, we are aso thinking
about the rights which the innocent ones have. We do not
want our children to be at school in an environment where
other children have these weapons and so on on their
person.

| believe, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that most right
thinking persons will agree with what we have done. |
wonder, too, Mr. Deputy Speaker, if the actual speech
made by the Honourable Member for St. Michael West and
the Honourable Member for St. Philip South, if those two
speeches do not really insult the intelligence of the
representatives of the Barbados Union of Teachers, the
Barbados Secondary Teachers Union, the Principals of
Secondary Schools, the Independent Schools Associations
and the National Parent Teachers Association. | would
honestly like to know if those people would sit at a
meeting and give their support to thisamendment and then
we can have the Opposition saying that this bit of
legidationis a no no.
505 p.m.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, all you haveto do isto spesk to
teachers and you would redlise that a lot of the teachers
will tell you that they are good judges of children and how
those children will end up. If the teachers unions have dl
agreed toit | trust their judgement. Sometimes Mr. Deputy
Speaker, the very teachers can tell you the very child that
isgoing toend up in jal. They can look at that child and
say, boy if you don't, you will end up in jail. They are very
good at it and the forecast is 99% of the time always
correct.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, teachers can also tell you about
the number of occasions when school children marked
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up their cars. | had it done to me. | had a Pinto that was
shining and bright. It did not have a thing wrong with it
and | might have had to discipline a chap. By the time |
got in the car park, a nail all across the bonnet of the car.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | had a brief case on my desk,
having disciplined a chap. By the time | returned after
lun:h, a razor blade had cut it up. Mr. Deputy Speaker,
these are things that we are just trying to curb.

| believe, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that teachers need to
carry out these searches without being fearful because what
harpens now is that some of them are telling you | ama
bit scared to ask the fellow to turn out his pocket or skin
out his bag because | do not know whether the law is on
my side or not. | think what we have done is to put this
herz to let the teachersknow that this law is here now and
it is on their side. Nowadays the poorest child can get a
lau yer and once the law is there and thereis that loophole,
the lawyer and the student can take advantageof it and the
teacher can be prosecuted. All | am saying, Sir, the crack
was there and we are trying to seal the crack.

| believe, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that if in this day and
age, as a teacher you cannot tell a child to skin out his
pocket or turn out his bag, something is definitely wrong
with us and with our educational system. | do not want to
take up the time of the House any longer. As | said, the
amendment has my fullest support.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS:. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,
there has been much emotion and littleilluminationin this
debate. There has been an unfortunateresistance to reading
the two pieces of legislation before the House so that the
debate has become distorted in a way that has surprised
me | know that we have been bringing alot of legidation
in the last few weeks and we are al choked by it. You can
imagine what | go through having to read some of those
thick ones that have come down here. But, Sir, you cannot
debate this legidation unlessregard is had to the Education
(Amendment) Regulations, 1996 which have been laid on
the Table. You have to read the Bill and the Regulations
together.

We are going to take an amendment which has been
disc ussed with both sides in respect to intoxicating liquor
and we are going to take an amendment about that.
However, the structure of the Bill in subclause 64(a)(4) on
pagz 2, let us go through it and see what will happen in
practice. The first thing you have is a power for a search
to be carried out if the teacher finds liquor, a drug, a gun,
an offensive weapon that has been reported stolen, or in the
possession of the pupil. All the principal is asked to do is
forthwith to report the fact of what he has found to 4
persons or bodies- parent, police, Chief Education Officer,
Board or Committee. Then the rest spells out how the
search is to be conducted. So the first thing is a search. If
you find something, al the law says, you must report. Let

the parent know. Let the police know. Let the education
chief and the Board of Management know.

Now, turn to the regulations. Regulation 2(5). Where
any pupil in a public school has been found in possession
of liquor, drugs, gun or offensive weapon, what happens?
The principal now hasa discretion: (a) if it isthefirst time
he can suspend for 15 days; if it is the second time he can
suspend for a period not exceeding 30 days or he can
recommend the expulsion of the pupil.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir. | do not
want to interrupt the Honourable Member. The Honourable
Member apparently does not wish me to, but you are
making a point about the regulation and we are fully seised
of the regulation, but this is the Act which you are
amending. Mr. Deputy Speaker, all | am saying is, when
you read the Act, the principal has no other resort and it is
only (b) in the Act so we do not have a big discussion. If
he could combine his understanding of what | said to (b)
in the Act then we would not have much of a problem.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: Just let mefinish. If it is
the third time the principal can recommend to the Board or
the Committee the expulsion of the pupil from the school.
So that what we have is a search process, a finding and a
discretion to suspend for various periodsof time depending
on whether it is a first, second or third offence.

Now, the Act has to provide for an offence because
if'you find a boy with a fully loaded gun or 10 pounds of
marijuana..

Aside.

Hon. D. A. C. SIMMONS: The law deals with it in
a general way but you have to alow the principa to
search. Did you hear Superintendent Johnson publish afew
months ago about how much drugs are in school and not
reaching the policebecause the teachers cannot search. This
is to help them find and deal with the matter. If a decision
is taken to prosecute, subsection 12(b) operates. That is to
say if the person isfound in possession of the drug, liquor,
offensive weapon or gun and if he is prosecuted, he is
liable to afine from S1.00 to $1000 within the magistrate's
discretion or imprisonment if you are over 16 years.
5.15 p.m.

Sir, now how do you get to Court? How does the
prosecution eventuate? Y ou have reported to 4 people. The
principal has a discretion notwithstanding the report to
suspend. He may suspend. The Minister has said that there
will be administrative guidelines which will help the
principalsin the administration of this part of the Act. He
may decide to suspend. If it isabad caseand | believe that
only the bad cases will go to Court, then the police may be
advised by the Board, the Chief Education Officer to
proceed with prosecution.
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Aside.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: The police will have to
act on thedirection because you have to preserve the peace
and good government in school. There are lots of
considerations that you take and the administrative
guidelinesare going to address those kinds of matters. If |
report that somebody brokeinto my housetonight and stole
something, does it mean that even if the man is captured
tomorrow that he is going to be fined? | have to go and
give evidence. The principal therefore will have to go and
give evidence as to what he found. If he says that | will
deal with this administratively and use his powers under
the regulations, the matter is done. There is no Court. The
boy is till punished. The fact of the report however is
important because now the police will know that we have
"Mr. A" who has the propensity for carrying to school pipe
guns or marijuana. To that extent, you have to build up
intelligence about what is happening in the school
population in a particular area. But | emphasize that
prosecution is not automatic and | wish that those who
have to inform will inform. Prosecution is not automatic.
There are provisions for suspension up to 3 offences and
one would think that the prosecution will be the last resort.
| am advised by the Minister that the administrative
guidelines are being prepared in that way.

Sir, we will deal with the intoxicating liquor and we
will take intoxicating liquor out of the Bill as an offence
and leave it in the regulations for punishment by
suspension. | do not personally agree but | am supporting
it.

Aside.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: People seem to have
strong views about intoxicating liquor. | am not going to
argue intoxicating liquor whether it isa drug. | have a lot
of pressurein the National Council of Substance Abuse to
belaunching an all out attack on intoxicatingliquor. At the
moment, we are concentrating on drugs and illegal and
narcotic substances. But there are people who fed very
strongly about the capacity of intoxicating liquor to do
damage to young people. But the Minister will tcll you
about the amendment at the appropriate time.

Now, Sir, | want it clearly understood that thisis not
any panic measure. Last year the Minister of Education
signalled the intention of this Government to be firm and
to instil discipline among the youth of this country so far
as administrative procedures would permit, so far as the
law will act as a support for the enforcement of values and
principles. We haveall forgotten in a short year that onc of
the first things the Minister did was to ingtitute a code of
dress to ensure that when children went to school they
were dressed properly and looked properly and to restore
some of the dignity that has long been associated with
school children in Barbados. | heard the Honourable

Member for St. Michagl West mentioning about when we
wereat school at Wesley Hall together. My father was the
headmaster there and he licked him.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir. It is
already on record in this House that during the time of the
sojourn of al the headmasters at Wedey Hal this
Honourable Member did not suffer any caning.

Hon. D. A. C. SIMMONS: My dead father made one
mistakein hislife, Sir, not to flog the Honourable Member.
Otherwise, you would now be a better person. But | know
that | got plenty from him.

Sir, | recall when | went to school and what school
was like. | never saw anybody with a gun. We used to
have some pen knives but because Lodge school was
surrounded by sugar cane and in those days they had a
kind of sugar cane called "' banana" soft and sweet, we used
to burn them as school boys. But | have never known an
incident in my 9 years at Lodge School where a boy used
a knife on anybody. | never have seen any of these things.
When we got big at 18 or so, | went to dancing at YMPC
and you would drink a beer but you would never carry it
toschool. All of that they tell me has changed. The fellows
are taking liquor and they are taking the drugs and all of
the other illegal substancesto school.

| am concerned that if there has been a breakdown in
disciplinethere needs to be an attempt to restorediscipline.
The law by itsef and passing Bills in here will not
necessarily tomorrow ipso facto lead to the restoration of
discipline. But it is a tool backed by other things that have
to happen in the society that can be used to show as much
as Parliament can do that we think our school population
should be disciplined and non-violent as far as possible.

When | went to school, there was not a secondary
school boy in Glendairy Prison. Check death row and see
how many including one or two from Lodge School are
down there condemned to die for murder.

Aside.

Hon. D. A. C. SIMMONS: The ones with the Games
murder. But they went to Lodge.

Aside.

Hon. D. A. C. SIMMONS: That is a good ball, Sir.
| recognize a good ball when | sce one. | am wearing a
Gordon Greenidgetie today. | recognizea good ball. | was
padding up and he licked down my stumps. But we set up
a Task Force to investigate crime in this country and the
report is going to be very voluminous but | have been able
to get some extracts of the draft report.

Aside.
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Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: They are going to get it
wrong. Do you mean the newspapers? They are going to
get it wrong. | am going to deal with them before | sit
down this evening. We did a survey of 110 of the prison
popul ation and asked them about 130 questions of dl sorts.
Onethird of those who were asked and one-third of those
who replied attended 2 specific secondary schools in this
idand. The prison population has a hard core of young
offenders who come principdly from two schools in this
island. That isa statistic that is telling us that there has to
be alot of collaboration now between the Task Force and
the Ministry of Education.

5.25 p.m,

Seventy four percent of the inmates belonged to no
club or socia organisation at least two years before they
wen( to prison. They did not interact in any organised
setting. In fact, the study showsthat alot of them said they
used to lime on the block. Ninety percent of them hed
somt: religious exposure as children, but only a quarter
reported any church attendanceduring the two years prior
to incarceration. One-third of the prison population is
serving time for bresking and entering and larceny, and
575% arein jal for acquisitive crimes, property offences
with violence.

Let me show you quickly from the tables whet is
hapr eeing. The most vulnerableage group for prisoniis that
group 25 to 29. Many of us, including myself, speaking on
political platforms were talking about the group 18 to 23,
but 25 to 29 is the age group that is at highest risk,
foiiowed by the next group, 20 to 24. | said, Sir, looking
a the young offenders ages 16 to 24, the greatest
proportion of offences relate to the serious crimes, which
include murder, rape. aggravated robbery, burglary and so
on, 57.5%, and al of them are serving sentences between
five and 20 years. The remaining 42.5% are serving time
o three yearsor lessfor less serious offences, but offences
including drugs. We are probably going to be able to show
a correlation, that there is no direct relationship between
minor offences and youthfulness, | mean under 18.

We spesk of first offenders. This study the Task
Force is conducting is telling us that we can no longer
spesk of first offenders, because the mgority have hed at
least two, and some over three, convictions by the time
they get to prison. So even what | am looking & in
Carringtons, St. Phitip, we will have to cal that non-
violont, low risk, but we cannot speak in terms of first
offendersanymore asaresult of what thisstudy is showing
up, Sir. It also appears that more than two-thirds of the'
samples were confined at the Government Industria
School, so we have to look again at the effectiveness of
thet indtitution.

Eleven of 16 teenage admissions to the prison have
been involved with crimina offences and not one of them
passed through the Juvenile Liaison Scheme, which is a

very important consideration. Eighty eight percent have a
higtory of arrests, the highest number of them showing that
they were arrested at least twice. Forty four percent of the
sample had been arrested three times or more.,

So that whet we are able to extrapolate from those
figures is that early involvement in the crimina justice
system, particularly ingtitutionalisationin total ingtitutions
such as we have at Dodds and Glendairy, Sir, significantly
increases the risk of repest criminality, whet they call
recidivism. We have to have a young offenders ingtitution
and take some of the population off Glendairy Prison, but
we have to look at the kind of regime that we established
up there. Those are just some of the preliminary findings.
The report is being written up now and by the time the
House comes back we should have it.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, thereisa lot of hysteria about
crime. Thereawaysisin asmall society wherea couple o
incidents outrage public sensibilities, so | understand the
emotion that is being poured out on thecall-in programmes
and the licks | am getting. You are in palitics, today for
me, tomorrow for the callers. It will not aways be o, |
promise them. But | want to counsel the Press about thelr
role. It isimportant to report crime. The reporting of crime
may tend to bolster values, may tend to keep the populaion
sengtised, may even act as a genera deterrent, but report
facts and do not sensationalise. Today's back page of the
Nation, Blackboard Jail. Foolishness! They have not read
the legidation before they wrote that article. Last wesk
Tuesday, headline Warder Walloped and a story that when
you read it you would believe that Warder Outram was
amost hdf killed by Prescod. What are the facts? Tell me
when | am finished if you could redly justify that the
warder was walloped. One newspaper and a radio report
even said that Outram hed a cut with six stitches over his
eye. On Tuesday morning, the same day as Ellis' funerd,
9 odock | called the Superintendent. Outram was there
with her. | spoke to Outram. Outram, the men they sad
was walloped, reported for work. He comes to the funera
and, to make the point, when we were by the graveside |
told Outram to takeoff his hat and let the public see where
the cut is. Not a mark on him.

Do you know what happened? Outram took the men
to the hospital in chainsand handcuffs. Outram istaller and
bigger than Prescod. When he took off the handcuffs,
Prescod meade a grab for him at his throat. Outram |ocked
his neck and his hands, and the only thing that Prescod
could do, since he had his club at the side, Prescod held
the club, he could not get the leverage to walop him
because his hands were locked off, and Prescod is there
tapping Outram. And they say warder walloped. Why?

Mr. Deputy Spesker, we have a serious socid
problem in Barbados. Let us face it. | have given the
figures in here, Sir, on a previous occasion, and | am
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going to repeat them, because we don't seem to understand
what we are dealing with.
535p.m.

We had 811 prisoners in Glendairy yesterday. In
1985, we had 330, in 1986 - 355, in 1987 - 385, in 1988
- 420 and by 1994 when the Government changed - 716.
From 385 in 1987 to 716 in 1994. Nolhing was done. |
heard nobody then sitting on that side enunciating any
policy for change in the pena system. The Honourable
Member knows that | used to tak. We are trying to dedl
with that Situation. That Situation cannot remain. Some
have to come out. That happened and nothing was done.

Aside.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: | gave the figures just
now. You are afflicted with a kind of deafness. | gave
1996. It only proves thet a jawboneis a dangerous wesgpon
asit was in Samson's time.

Now, Sir, you see this Report of a Commission of
Enquiry on the Escgpe from Glendairy Prison, the
Frederick Smith Report, February 1992, a whole heap of
recommendationsand only one that you could recogniseas
having been implemented. You had two years to expend
and you implemented one. He himsdif told the Nation on
Friday that they didnt pay him awy mind. They
implemented one or two of them. The one they
implemented was to improve the quaifications for joining
the prison service, which is to have 3 CXCs or pass an
exam. All of the other security measures thet were in the
Report in here were not implemented. All that will be taken
care o in due season.

Aside.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: You had an Attorney
Generd and a Minister of Home Affairs, Mr. Kingand Mr.
Simmons, and then you had Mr. King and Mr. Greaves.
You had two. Sparrow aone is the man. It is me aone.
There seemed to be an attitude in the Democratic Labour
Party that things must just go aong. Don't worry, laissez
faire. Nothing is going to happen. Wha are you worried
about? Why didn't they do anything about this? Why didn't
you do anything when the prison populaion doubled under
you? Build a new juvenile offenders ingitution? Why
didn't you set up a task force and crime prevention to
examine the causes to see the correlations?

Aside.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: ... You knew | weas
coming. And that is the grestest compliment ever pad to
me Thank you very much, Sir.

This Government has a different attitude.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir. | thought
we were discussing education. Why isiit that just like how
George Fergusson can carry everything to the sea the
Honourable Member puts everything in prison?

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS Sir, we have to do a
number of things. Thereis evidence that unemployment -
business sudy interviews were conducted last year - isa
contributingfactor. Thereisevidencethat poor socidisation
is a contributing factor. There is evidence that there is a
weakness in the attitude to religious ingtruction. There is
evidence that maternal deprivation could predispose to
crimindity, dl of these. Govemment therefore hes a
responsibility in the interest of providing security and
developing a better society to meke sure that these
problems are tackled on many fronts and the legislative
front is one.

The Honourable Minister of Education is trying her
best with some of the youth in Harrisons in St. Lucy to
provide a different environment. It means also that when
we create the new pend system, we have to pay attention
to the high leve o illiteracy thet is in the prison
population, hence | have been saying that we mugt have
attendancecentres. An attendancecentrewill function twice
a week. The magistrate will say that you mugt attend at a
particular place and we intend to use the school property
after 4 o'dock where a youngster who has transgressed will
have to go as part of the court order and he will be given
ingtruction by for example - | am not saying that it is cast
in stone - aretired teacher or a retired senior policeman O
that they will get disciplineand training at an attendance
centre. No jail. We will useaschool building. You haveto
attend. If you don't attend it is a breach of the order and
you will be dedlt with. That kind of thing.

We have to provide opportunities to give them a
chance. The Minister has spoken about 60% leaving
secondary school uncertificated. As far as the prison
populationis concerned thefigurel am told iseven higher.
It isnot herebut | met with the lady this afternoon and she
tells me it is even higher. So we have to educate them,
train them and give them discipline. You cannot wait until
they get to prison to train, educate and discipline.

We have to make sure that the environment in which
they are king taught is safe for them and who is teaching
them. Hence this legidation. We have to tel them from
early it isan offence to have a gun or wegpon at schoal, it
is an offence to bring marijuana or cocaine, So the
Govemment is trying through the legidative process to
hold vaues which dl of usin here hold dear, to reinforce
vaues which we and our families and the society of the
40s, 50s and 60s grew up with. You will dways have
crimina elements. Even in Russa when they had a
communist regime they hed bare crime. Our responsibility
is to reduce the incidence o crime as far as possible and
create the atmosphere that will conduce to that reduction
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in crime. We are trying, Sir, in this legidation as a result
o hard evidence - | don't know if the Minister discussed
the Report on St. George's Secondary School. It would
blow your mind. It cannot continue, Sir.

545 p.m,

So let me jud finish by saying that we accept the
concerns and as a concession to the strong fedings of
Honourable Members on the "intoxicating”, Sir, we are
prepared to take that out of the Bill and let it find its own
level in the Regulations.

We do not believe, Sir, that these are days in which
we can be soft about crime. The youngsters out there are
telling you "“they cannot hang me, 1 am 17", and we have
evidence, believe me. We have evidence that kind of age
group is being used...

Asides.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: That age group, Sir, is
being used by personsinvolved in drugs to commit violent
crimes. From the time that Party changed the Law in 1989
we have had 26 under eighteens charged for murder. In the
previous 7 years, 1982-1989, you had 4. You will tel me
that we mugt ignore that statistic...

Asides.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: Statisticsdo not matter?
When the Bill comes here later on this year to restore the
lav the way it was, we are going on television and let the
public see where you stand.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On apoint of order, Sir. He does
not have to wait until the Bill comes, Sir, now that we will

be opposing it.
Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: You, not Mr. Sandiford.
Mr. B. M. TAITT: We will oppose him too.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: Well, well, well. | am
going to make a note & 6.47 p.m. wha you sad. He is
down in Mdaysa and let him ded with you.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS:; Sir, on that note, Sir, |
beg to move, Sir, that this House be suspended for 15
minutes.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division and Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER suspended
he House accordingly.
48 p.m.

RESUMPTION

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: This ditting is resumed.
The Honourable Member for St. Joseph.

Dr. R. L. CHELTENHAM: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this
is an important debate. Focusing has begun not only on
aspects of our educational system but dso on many o the
problems faced by modem Barbadian society, and | an
glad that the House has treated it as such.

As| understand it, the amendments before the House,
the amendments to the Education Act, have been informed
by red problemswhich we are encounteringin the schools.
The Honourable Minister in her opening presentetion
identified some of those problems.

There are the problems of drugs, a high incidence of
drugs found on school premisesamost on a weekly basis,
a high incidence of instruments of violence found on the
person of pupils on school premises, actual ingtances o
violence meted out to fellow studentsand others operating
within the school premises. We have had increases and a
high incidence of the use of acohol by studentson school
premises, and we have had a high incidence of assault on
the authority of the teachersand the heads. | think, finally,
she mentioned the problem of violenceto school property
a the hands of the students.

Now these are red problems which have had the
effect of making the school environment unsafe. In fact, in
ome ingtances, some school environments have become
like war zones. The Minister and the Government have a
responsibility to ensurethat as much as it falls within their
competence, they teke initiatives to meke sure that the
school environment, the premises of the school are made
safe and secure for those who live within those premises
and who have to operate within those boundaries.

T think that you will agree with me, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, that those problems are not Democratic Labour
Party problemsor Barbados Labour Party problems, and to
that extent it is a matter of deep regret, that the Opposition
has decided not to support these initiatives.

In part | think it is a reflection o the fact that our
sysgem has not alowed this matter to come before the
House, as a result of the give and take between both sides
through, for example a committee system, such as would
operate in the United States Congress, whereby the matter
would have been introduced, hammered out between the
parties, and a consensus position arrived at on a matter like
this which has the support of al sides.

| fear that because of the podtion which they are
taking, the wrong signals may go out to teachers across the
country that somehow Government has taken an initiative
which has no support of the Opposition, and should
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there be a change of Government, you could expect that it
is going to be taken off the statute books or anything of the
sort. It is a problem, the one that | have identified, that has
been identified by the Minister, that calls for the united
support of all of us. That is why | say it is a matter of
some regret that we could not be united in the House this
evening with respect to theinitiative which is being taken.

To someextent | think that the timing of theinitiative
is unfortunate, because it comes at a time when there are
voices, dl too frequently heard on our air waves now,
calingfor judicial savagery, lock up almost everybody now
for life, hang everyone, particularly those who have
committed crimes of murder, who are 13, 14, or 15, and
that generally, the voicesfor toughnessin our lawsseem to
be the voices that we are hearing now more than ever.

It is understandable that in a small society, we will
respond , as we have been responding recently in terms of
those voices, to brutal incidentsof violenceand of murder.
In a small society so many of us know the victims of
crimes, heinous crimes, that we amost feel as though a
member of own family has been affected. It explains in
part why we respond from time to time the way we are
doing now.

At the end of the day, the Government has the
responsibility to provide firm and vaiant leadership,
informed by a sense of enlightenment. Extreme positions
may appear to be popular but they may not necessarily be
wise and enlightened positions, but that is by the way.

When | first saw these measures, it occurred io me
that they might not even have been necessary, because
when | reflected on my own time a school, the
Headmaster had large authority, He could certainly search
a boy, call him to his office and cane him and do a lot of
the things that we are attempting to empower Headmasters
and teachers to do.

6.10 p.m.

| think that to a large extent the admirable speech
made by the Honourable Member for St. Philip South
proceeded on the premises of yesterday. He assumed as |
did the values of yesterday when there was a certain
atmospherereigning in the schoolsand he madc hisspeech
on that premiss. It was a good speech for bygone days but
| do not think that it sufficiently came to grips with the
reality of what is happening in our schools today.

Now, what Mr. Deputy Speaker, are among the things
that have changed? | have referred aready to the high
incidence of violence, the use of drugs and all the other
problems identified by the Minister in her opening
presentation. But thereis no single explanationfor what is
happening in our schools today. It is a spill over from
problems in the genera society as has been madc so

pellucidly clear by the Honourable Member for St. Philip
South. But there are some things that are particularly
relevant to the educational system over the last 25 years
that | think deserve particular comment. The first that |
want to talk about, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is the loss of the
sense of community in our schools. | went to school at a
time when the wisdom of that era suggested that a school
should be no more than perhaps400 students. Five hundred
students would be the outer limit and there was great
wisdom in that because that sense of community that
should be central to aschool existed. The headmaster knew
his teachers and he knew his pupils. The pupils knew the
teachersand the teachers knew the pupils.

We have had a lot of fads in Barbadian education
over the last 30 years. Something happened in England, a
new trend, it was copied here. Something happened in the
Harvard School, they came up with some idea and it was
copied here. We have had too much of that Mr. Deputy
Speaker, and | believe that generally speaking the idea of
schools of 2 000 students, 1 500, 1 800, where that sense

of community has been destroyed, has been a mistake.

The same things that we have achieved in terms of
having one head rather than two schools with two heads
and so on isasmall price that we would have been paying
for maintaining that sense of community which, in my
view, is at the heart of a well functioning school system.

Now, the second point that | wish to make with
respect to what has happened in the last 20 to 25 yearsin
this country at the school level has to do with the sense of
specialisation and the narrownessof focus which a iot of
teachers bring to their work. When | was at school it
mattered not that a particular teacher taught Spanish or
Scripture or Chemistry or Literature and Language as the
case may be. They had a broader concern to the total
developmentof the pupils. They wereguidancecounsellors,
they were concerned with problemsof every naturethat the
child had. Today | tak to alot of teachers. 1 am not saying
that all of them take this very narrow view but they say,
teach biology. | am not concerned with that particular
problem. That is for the guidance counsellor. We need to
get back to a situation where our teachers, regardless of the
particular disciplinethey teach, are concerned with the totat
development of their charges, wherecby regardless of
whether they are biology teachers or Spanish teachers they
are a so guidance counsellors, they are also advisers on the
direction in which they should go after school. They are
concerned with any problemsthat they may be having at
home and so on. Much of that is lost and in that respect
too the schooal is not the place that it used to be about 25
years ago, 30 or 40 years ago when many of us were at
school.

Now, | think that in 1981 or thereabouts the
Education Act was the source of a major mistake when
Headmasters lost their authority in the school and most
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of that power was concentrated in the Ministry of
Education. | think that the genesisof alot of our problems
in school where teachers think they have no authority and
headmasters have developed a hands-off approach to the
discipline of the children, resulted from the fact that we
passed an Act in thiscountry 15 yearsor so ago which said
in effect, you are now robbed as heads of that wide
authority and discretion which you exercised in the past
and that now is to beexercisedby a Ministry of Education.
Only to say that is redly to indicate how fundamentaly
wrong that could be. A school plant is a highly
sophigticated plant like any sophisticated manufacturing
facility anywhere. How could theleadershipof that facility
be located esawhere than in the plant? Only to say is to
indicate how fundamentdly wrong it was. Many
headmasters over the years have developed a hands-off
approach. The powers that be say that we are not supposed
to have the authority and the discretion with respect to
discipline and management o our school that we had in the
past and let matters take the course that they will. That is
what the legidatorsand the big wigs in education in the
Ministry o Education say it should be, how it should be
and that is how it will be. That too was a very unfortunate
development that took place in this country about 15 years

ago.

| believethat we must restorel eadershipand authority
and large discretion to the schools, to the heads and to the
teachers. The Ministry of Education - we can fashion a
different role for them, but when you are in charge of a
plant of 500 or 1000 or 1500 you must be clothed with
larg: authority as a master and as teachers to deal with
protlems that are dready there from day-to-day. Now once
you Rave been robbed on that you weaken the fabric of the
educational system and you destroy the discipline that
should be existing at those schools.
6.20 p.m.

Sir, but there is another problem too. Children of
every generation need guidance and mord leadership.
When | was a school, you had to go to prayers every
morning  particularly at the secondary schools. My
headmaster of blessed memory, Lee Harford Skeete, spent
a great deal of time, |5 minutes every morning — some
teaciiers used to be annoyed - telling the students of that
generation someaf the do'sand don'tsabout school lifeand
life generaly and many of usstill remember those do's and
donts | am told in large measure now that prayers are a
thing of the past and certainly there islittle or no room for
that mord instruction which used to be a vitd pat o
schoal life in my time. These are some of the basics that
we need to get back to. Thereis no question about that.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | think that the Government in
the light of the problems that | have indicated, their
severity and high incidence, hed to take an initiative. As|
sad before and | say again, it is a matter of deep regret

that it could not be a consensusapproach. But we must not
fool ourselves and the Attorney Generd was very clear on
this that the amendments by themsealves will produce the
desired results. The problemsare the problems of the wider
society and we mugt be careful not to be deding with
symptomsonly or to believeas somctimes lawyers do that
legidation or amendmentsto legidation is theanswer. It is
asimplistic gpproach which narrow lawyers, those who are
not widely read beyond the law, seem to think constitute
the answer to a lot of problems. It is not. We have to
tackle the problems existing in the wider society.

Now there is a particular aspect that | want to deal
with because from day-to-day | would hear in the coursedf
duty that drugs are being taken on to school premises.
People know those things. There are people who are
outsde the premises of the schools pushing drugs at
particular schools. That is known. It is a talking point in
the society. Thereare some people who are selling on the
premiseswho under the guise of selling food also sell these
things. That is known. There are some drug people who
have premises for selling drugs nearby some schools. We
al know that. It is talked about in the fish market. It is
talked about in the vegetable market. It is taked about in
the homes. But the only body who does not know about it
happens to be the police. Now something is fundamentally
wrong when that is happening and increasingly the police
bring themsalves under suspicion when these thingscan be
happening under their noses and nothing is happening.

Now | will apped to them to make sure that school
premises become one of the focuses of their attention
heresfter. If everybody knows that drugs are getting into
the school and the channel sthrough which'they are getting
into the schools, why is it that we are adding to the Force
al of the timeand the policemen themseives do not know
anything about it? There are peoplein this society who are
living well by pushing drugs and pushing them among the
week and the vulnerable and the young. | hear the names
of these peoplein the course of duty. The police must hear
their names too and know where they live and how they
live. They are driving big cars and they are doing wdl in
the society seemingly, but yet you never hear that their
premises or that they are under 24 hours surveillance by
the police or that they are being trailed or anything of the
sort. But smdl people who may be asked to get rid of 4
ounces or so are from time to time arrested and have to
appear before the Court. Now what happens to these so
caled "drug lords*? Why is it that you know their names
and | know them too and the police do not know? That is
a vay serious matter indeed.

| think that some of the heat which this debate
generated might have been absent if the Honourable
Minister of Education was able to have the regulations
available because...

Aside.




3722

Dr. R. L. CHELTENHAM: | mysdf did not get a
copy. | am sorry about that. But in the Bill itsdf it was
mentioned that these breaches at school must be reported
to 4 ingtitutions - the police, the Board, parents and the
Chief Education Officer. Without the Bill itself, and |
regret that | did not see those regulations, it appears as
though there was no discretion-for the management of the
school and for the Head and that however small the breach
and whatever view he takes o it, he has to report it. In
fact, | think that we must be very careful about that area.
A lot of the leaders of today and the leaders of yesterday,
and | have no doubt the leadersof tomorrow, were naughty
boys and girls a school. They were able to realize their
talentsand to give to their society because they benefitted
from enlightened and humane headmasters and
headmistresses who scolded them yes and reprimanded
them but who forgave them and appreciated that people at
a certain stage of their development can indulgein pranks
and can try things including take a puff or spliff, whatever
it is cdled, and to drink a liquor too. All is part of the
experimentation that goes with adolescence and growing
up. A lot of our leaders in different fields today to my
certain knowledge drank at school. | am not saying that
that is the ideal thing. But wise heads kept their eyes on it
to make sure that it did not get out of hand. Those boys
and | know less about the girls in that respect who have
gone on and done very well at school and also done well
in terms Of their contribution to their society.

So that it is going to be very important that the Bill
be administered in such away asnot to interfere with those
delicate relationships of teacher and pupil and teacher and
parent which the Honourable Member for St. Philip South
referred to as congtituting the dynamic of our educational
system over the years. | thought that was a valid point and
it is going to be very important that the management of
these amendments be such that those relationshipsare not
serioudly disturbed. On the other hand, it was necessary to
take the risk that in some modest way they could be
disturbed on some occasions because the problem is large
and is getting out of hand, and to some extent the risks
might be worth it in trying to deal with the problem that
we have before us.

| feel, however, if | know my Barbados, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, that this Bill will be honoured in the breach in
large measure. There are not many teachers who are
familiar, and it is a small society, with the parents of the
children who would want, except in extremecircumstances
where they have virtually no choice, to be taking steps that
could possibly lead t0 the criminalization of the child of
John Brown up the road whose mother was so helpful to
my aunt and to my sister and with whom | went to school.
They would much prefer to close an eye if necessary but
to go after school and say: ""Come on, John. We have to
talk. Y oung Peter put mein a desperate situation today and
a very difficult spot. 1 think you have to give him a
flogging here and now and preferably before my eyes.” But

they will do tha rather than take some of the steps
indicatedin theamendmentsand perhapsin theregulations,
because you have to be concerned about it and except in
extreme cases no one wants to put a young child in a bad
light in the community. By the time that you have reported
to 4 ingtitutions it has been broadcast and it is public
knowledge. Even though it might have been a serious thing
he has done, a lot of usin the course of our growing up in
school did serious things, but. nobody tried to put us before
the courts, nobody tried to broadcast that X's child is a
little vagabond and so on, because it does not necessarily
mean that. With alittle scolding and a little discipline and
proper guidance many of us have grown out of difficult
stages and have gone on, as | said, to make our
contributions to our society and to be good and proper
citizens, so that we must be very careful.

6.30 p.m.

A lot of other measures obviously are necessary if we
are going to tackle the problem at root. | have indicated
someof the things| would like to see done, and obvioudy
other things have got to be done. | think that the problem
has reached the point where consultancy guidance services
need to beavailablein alot of the schools. A lot of people
need help, but that is a different approach from the
approach of bringing the heavy hand of the law. | would
hope that the Minister would from time to time be advising
us of someof the other steps outside of the law which the
Ministry will be taking to ensure that people with problems
are helped.

On balance this measure has my support, Mr. Deputy
Speaker. | think that we, who look at it with some
objectivity, will all agree that it has not been an easy
measure and we can see that it can create some difficulties
along the way, but | think that the Government had no
choice but to act. We are not arguing that the step is
necessarily an ideal step, but in these circumstances it is
perhaps no ideal, but the Government would certainly
attract considerablecondemnation, and the Minister hersdlf
were she not to act, and to that extent she must be
commended for acting and we can only hope that the
measures are implemented in such a way that some of the
worst conseguencesfeared by the Opposition will never be
realised.

| am much obliged to you, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, when
onelistened to the Honourable Member for &. Thomas one
got the impression that prior to 1994 we had a serious
crime problem in Barbadosand that the numbers have now
decreased. | have the statistics, Sir, and these statistics...

Aside.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: ..for the inmates, the
number of peoplein prison.
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Aside.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: You gave the statisticsand
the impression when you weregiving the statistics was that
under the DL P the prison population increased, but under
the Barbados Labour Party it decreased.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | wish to repeat thefigures. The
HonourableMember for St. Thomas said that in 1987 there
were 385 and that by 1994 they increased to 716. If one
were to take those figures and take the 385 from the 716,
one would get a figure of 331 more inmates. If one were
to divide that figure by 7, one would get 47 per year. That
is why the Honourable Member attacked me the way he
did, because he knew that once | got figuresin my hand |
would have been able to prove him wrong. By 1996 the
figure increased to 811 from 716 in 1994, giving a total of
95 in two years. As you are aware, Sir, we have not
completed two years as yet, but we had an increase. When
‘one divides 95 by 2 one gets47.5, Mr. Deputy Speaker. So
why are we patting ourselves on our shoulders giving the
impression that something is wrong with the jawbone of
the MP for St. Lucy? Leave me alone.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, let us get to the meat of the
debate. | am a bit worried. | have no problem with people
searching students. | have a son and | fedl the teacher has
aright to search my child's bag, but | have a problem that
if you search my son's bag automatically you assume that
what was in his bag when he left it in the school room is
what he brought to school. We as politicians have to be
very careful especially when we have young children. We
get in this Assembly and talk about the wrongs of people,
but thingscan be planted to embarrass us. Y ou, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, are in the same position as myself, you have a
young child too, and we must make sure that we do not
pass...

Aside.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: There is nothing wrong
with having young children. It is no crime. There is no
crimein us having young children, but at the same time we
must make sure that when we pass legidation in this
Assembly this legidation is not used, as the Honourable
Attorney General said, that my friend who is a good
policeman — and | have no reason to doubt his statistics for
the north, and |1 want to clear something here, because
when one hears about the north one gets the impression
that the north is St. Lucy, but when the Police Force is
talking about the north they are not talking about St. Lucy,
and | wish the Attorney Genera would explain that - | do
not want the impression given that when the Senior
Superintendent speaks he is taking about St. Lucy. Let
there be no shadow of doubt. It is not St. Lucy he is
talking about, he is talking about the north, and that is what
the police constitute as the north and not the north as |
would know it. | want that matter to be clear.

Getting back to thislegidlation, Sir, it will show that
the Minister has some doubts on this legidation aso. In
Section 2(5) thereis (a), (b) and (c), which tells me that
after (a) thereisa possibility it will happen again, and after
(b) it will happen again, so it is telling me that the
legidationis not really correcting the problem. | am saying
this, Sir. | do not know of a child who can afford to work
to get money to buy a gun. He has to be getting money
from some senior person. The drugs that the children are
taking to school | want also to know who they are getting
them from. | am saying to this Assembly that our target is
wrong. It is not the school children we want to target, itis
the big peoplein society who are giving theschool children
guns and drugs and making sure that they give them guns
and drugs to protect territory. Are you going to tell me
little children will think about carrying to school guns and
drugs just because they want to carry to school guns and
drugs?

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: On a point of order, Mr.
Deputy Speaker. | will just remind my friend, so that he
can intersperse it in his speech, that there is aready
legidation that deals with the big people. The Drugs
Misuse Act, the Proceeds of Crime Act and the Firearms
Act.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, |
want to thank the Attorney General again, but it isclear to
me that the same legidlation hc is talking about cannot be
working, becauseif it was working we would not be here
today discussing this, we would have had those peoplein
check and they would not bc interfering with our kids,
giving them guns and drugs to take to school. So it is
proven in this Assembly that legislation is not the solver of
these problems and we need to take another step. | am
sorry that the Honourable Member for St. Joseph spoke
early because if he had spoken after he could not have
made that speech. He is praising legislation like this when
we would understand that the legidation is not solving the
problem. We had a Vagrancy Act to stop people from
putting chains around white people's neck and every day in
the streets of Barbadosthey are still doing it. So what are
you saying to me? We need to get to basics.

6.40 p.m.

We need to get back to the grandparents of the
children, the mothers and the godmothers and the next door
neighbourswho used to look after you and me. These days
now we have people who divide the room and nobody
cares about one another. We need to get back to the good
old habitsand once we get back to the good old habitsthen
we will be doing something. Anybody who sees my son
doing something wrong can flog him, because | still belong
to that old school. As| said at St. Clement's School, we are
bringing a lot of policiesin place that are not helping our
school children. | was very grateful to the Honourable
Member for St. Joscph when he said that the headmasters
hands wcrc tied.




3724

Yes, they were tied because of the 1981 Education
Act. If you fed they were tied then, do you feel they will
administer this? They are going to tell you straight that
when they wanted power they were starved for 15 years
and they are dealing with a different group of people now.
In 1981, they were dealing with saints, and if you are
telling me from the information you are giving now about
guns and drugs, do you think they will want to deal with
those children now? Do you feel you can get the
cooperation of the headmasters? We have to be very
careful. We are dlowly creating a police state in this
country because even the teacher now is a policeman. We
have to be very careful becausethere wasatimein the90s
when a big ad was placed in Barbados giving the
impression that we were under a police state and at that
time the teachers were not regarded as constables. Now
they are regarded as constables.

Let metell you something. | am under theimpression
that any of my constituents who are hooked by this
legisation — | am not looking to the lawyerson thisside -
| know of at least 3 lawyerson the back bench who will go
to court and argue successfully that thisis unconstitutional.
So that is my problem, too. This is uncongtitutional. So
even though the ones who are here believeit, | would add
the 3 behind there and get 6 lawyers who know that it is
unconstitutional. There are some on the front bench too,
but they have to toe the line.

You see, Mr. Deputy Speaker, everyone matters. That
bad child that you regard as a bad child might be bad today
but tomorrow he can be a good student. We have to be
very careful how we deal with thesekids. | am telling you,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, there were a lot of children in this
country who were regarded as bad boys and now today
they are some o the most important peoplein this country.
They are some of the people to whom people look up and
they are some of the people who are making sure that the
bad boys are put in check.

We must ask ourselves if we can afford to pass
legidation in this Assembly which says that you must not
forgive and forget. As this legidstion stands, it is saying
that you must not forgive. We must have a clcan heart. |
am saying that | understand exactly the problem the
Minister has and | understand and | know that she cares
about young people and that is why it worries me, Sir. |
nearly ran a bet. | am convinced that the Minister will have
to have second thoughts on this. It is an amendment under
the Ministry of Education, but it seems to me that this
cannot be an education bill. Something is telling me that
even though it is under the Ministry of Education it was
not formulated in the Ministry of Educationand | rest my
case there, Sir.

Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
Sir, | fed constrained to rise to address this amendment
which comes before the House today. Sir, there are sections

of thisBill which | find great favour with. Those members
who have been following the news back in the early 1990s
would recall that in my capacity as President of the
National Council of PTAS, in voicing the sentimentsof the
membersof the National Council of PTAs, after canvassing
their views throughout Barbados, | had publicly expressed
concern for the safety of pupils within the school
environment. At that time, Sir, | had said that dangerous
weapons should be kept out of the domain of the school.
At that time, Sir, the suggestion was made, coming out of
a series of meetings of the PTAs of Barbados, that an
arrangement should be made to detect dangerous weapons.
At that time, Sir, we proposed that metal detectors be used
in schools. We did not mean metal detectors such as you
get at the airport — that is a central metal detector system
- but in 1992, we were speaking of hand held metal
detectors which could be used in cases where the principal
or the teachersfelt that there was someonein the classwith
a dangerous weapon.

| remember quite clearly, Sir, at that time the
principals association went public and said they saw no
need for it. | know that, privately, members of the BUT did
not support their view. However, times have changed and
it appearsasif far from just having a metal detector which
would just roam around your bag and your pocket and so
on from what | have heard today they are inclined to go
further where they will not just pass a meta detector
around your pocket but would now suggest that a teacher
should place his hand beyond your pocket.

Sir, | amstill of the view that metal detectors would
be a clean way of detecting dangerous weaponsand | till
hold the view and | am happy to see that the principas
association and the BUT have now come around to the fact
that a system has to be put in place to detect dangerous
weapons.

6.50 p.m.

If the prevailing view is, Sir, that children should be
searched in primitive ways, | would not want to stand in
the face of the knowledge and the wisdom of those whe
would decide on that. We are speaking in the same spirit
when we are saying that dangerous weapons have no place
within the school environment and we have to detect them,
and we have to prevent students from bringing these
wegpons into school.

Sir, at that time we had instance, in the early days a
child being killed in a school, we knew of cases where
children were being run down by others with knives, we
knew some had guns, but we also had situations where
sometimes the guns and the weapons were being kept
outside of the school property.We are also aware that
students, this is after we conducted... research, that felt, in
cases, that they needed to be armed to protect themsclves.
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What this speaksto, Sir, is a need for our looking at
security in total, not only in theschooal itself but around the
school environment. | remember at that time, Sir, that it
was said that more security should be placed around
schoals. | therefore have no difficulty with any reasonable
postion put forward to detect dangerous wegpons on the
school grounds.

When it comesto controlled drugs, Sir, we aso have
a difficulty that the children of parents of whom we may
have thought otherwise will enter a school and there will
be other students who would be encouraging them to get
involved with controlled drugs. That matter needs to be
addressed. Sir, this requires the vigilance of the teacher
within the school. It requires the vigilances of the
principals within the schools.

| would believe, Sir, that trying to keep these
controlled drugs out of the schools would be the top
priority. At the same time we have to ask how these drugs
get into the schoal in the first place. | recal that an Act
was passed to try to prevent drugs around the school
property. | do not know how it had been dealt with. | do
not know if anyone had been found guilty, anyone had
been caught. Mogt of the timein the implementation, the
adminigtration of the system detection is what fails down.

Itiseasy to detect achildin a school because you are
into acloseenvironment. What about thoseoutsidewho are
feeding the children with these drugs? What this therefore
means, Sr, is that we have to look at methods of
preventing people from filtering drugsinto the schools via
the chiidren.

S0 this hits a a deeper societal problem which | am
sure the Attorney General and others would be working
vigorously on, | believe that once we do that, we can
protect the school and the children againg the use o
dangerous drugs.

It also starts within the community itself, which
therefore now speaks to the involvement of other
community agencies, the home, the church, it aso speaks
about liaison agencieslike the community development in
dealing with these matters. What role are these agencies
playing in our community, Sir?

On thispoint | just want to mention briefly that | am
concerned, Sir, about the role being played by the
community development agency in tackling thecommunity
problems that we have. My concern is about how the
community development agencies are playing their role in
tackling these difficultiesthat we have.

Sir, what would happen is that once we passed a law
and we do not have protectivemechanismsin place within
the community itself what will happen isthat children will

till be subject to the same kind of things, and that they
would be prime subjects for fines and imprisonment.

| do not believe that the imprisonment in this case
here would necessarily mean imprisonment in Glendairy. |
believe that in time imprisonment would probably meaen a
stuation where the child can receive some kind of mora
regulation. | would hope that the people who will bein
charge of such arrangements will be the kinds of persons
who are gppropriately trained to deal with such matters.
Otherwise you are facing a situation, where the situation
will become endemic because then there will be a culture
in which the studentswill educateeach other in the various
meachinationsof the underworld. We therefore have to look
at addressing that matter.

| believe that in the aftermath of this legidation a
number of social policieswill be strenuoudly put in place
to reinforce the efforts that are being made here by the
Minigry of Education. So, while | do understand what is
being done, | am saying that immediately we need to have
other methodsand other arrangements put in place to make
sure that we tackle mogt of these problems at the root
cause in the community itself.

Sir, in thecaseof damaging school property. | believe
that we want to discourage children from wilfully
damaging school property, and | believe we need to address
it There isalot of cost in this. At the sametime | will
believe that principals would use their discretion in this,
because we al know that on some occasions at theend of
teem a group of boys together can do things which they
otherwiseshould not do. | would hope that discretion will
prevail given the circumstances.

As unlike a fdlow who gets vex with tne head-
teacher and damages the school, this is something that will
be clearly wilful and in very poor taste. | believe that you
could be left with Situations like his, but you know of
things where school hoys are lawless and they might do
something. | believe that discretion will prevail and that
mogt headieachers would be guided accordingly.

On the matter of acohoal, intoxicating liquor we are
taking about, it is withdrawn, and | must say that on this
matter | am very pleased because we need to address the
wholeissue of acoholic beverages and so on separately. |
an glad to see that has been withdrawn.

Sir, | therefore do understand the reason for this Bill.
I have made it clear that | have been one of those persons
who have been asking that some methods or some
mechanism be put in place to address dangerous wegpons
within the school system. | believe that we can look at it
even more, and | believe, Sir, that this matter will be under
consideration, will be under review so that with time we
can get it to bring about the result that al of us want.
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| know that al of us want to make sure that our
children grow up in peaceful conditions. We want to make
sure that our children, when they go to school, do not have
to be fearful of some guy shooting at them or stabbing
them, and those kind of things. | know that we want to
make sure that when our children go to school they are not
going to be given controlled drugs. We want to make sure
that this does not happen.

| therefore do think that the Bill is brought in good
spirit. | aso take into account the views on the Other Side.
| believe that in the fulness of time we will dl get there,
and that this therefore speaks to a consideration of the
problem, a concern for the problem, and a willingness to
addressit, which | hope will be carried further by the other
Ministries which have respongbilities for things like
community development, the Ministries that have
responsibilitiesfor things like police and the detection of
crime and al that. Once we get a concerted effort made,
and once there is a harmonious approach to this problem,
| believe that we will be wel on our way. At the end of
the day, | am hoping that no single group would be
disadvantaged by this Bill and that the people who would
administer it would be just in what they are doing. If we
ever see that justice does not prevail, | am hoping that
peoplein the society would spesk out loudly to make sure
that there is judtice for al in recognition of the fact that
each one matters.
700 p.m.

Mr. J. O. TUDCR Mr. Deputy Spedker, | am very
grateful that the last speaker ended on the note of each one
matters because some time last year or earlier this year
when the White Paper was introduced it was our
understanding on thisside of the House that there was the
intention of this new administration, through the Minister,
to indicate to the entire community, that is, of school
children, etc., that each one matters.

Thelegidation before ustoday puts that into question
and | am not sure if the dogan will hold water because it
seems that there is an attempt to separate to some extent
those who are perceived to be the main offenders rather
than take the concept that each one matters and seek to
addressthe problem that is associated with their behaviour.

The Opposition has a very clear message for the
Government and the public of Barbados will understand
that we understand on this side that there are problemsin
the society but the last two speakers on the Government
side, from their back bench, provided more common sense
to the entire debate than any other contributor on the
Government side, It isclear that the debate developed to an
extent that it has become very clear to dl of us in this
House that this legidation today is irrelevant and totaly
unnecessary. It is an exercise tha is wasted. The time that
has been spent on this Bill is time that could have been

spent in a more productive manner on areas that will ded
with the cause of the problem that we are confronted with
in this country. | will dedl with that very clearly.

The Member for St. Joseph indicated before, and |
will get back to the Miniger's presentation, that
amendments to the legidation will not solve the problems
that we have in this society and that is true and he said
there are some lawyers who bdieve that that is a
sophisticated approach that one can adopt but it just Smply
does not work.

The Honourable Member for . Lucy indicated that
legidation was passed with regard to the Vagrancy Act.
That did not work. Thereareall kinds of legidation on the
statute book and people still commit murder, people still
steal, people still do all kinds of things. We understand on
this sde of the House that there are problems. The
Honourable Attorney Generd pointed out the statistics,
indicated yes there isa problem. All of us know thereisa
problem. The whole world is changing. What we have to
understand is that it is a mauer of gpproach on how you
sall yoursdlf, as an administration, to the public and how
you are going to deal with the cause of the problem. But
what do we have? We have an administration who comes
in with a big yardstick. When we get into office hanging
garting now. That was the impression that was given, that
once the Democratic Labour Paty came out of office
hanging would resume in Barbados right away. W ehavea
belief in this country that once the Barbados Labour Party
cameinto office dl the socia problems would changeand
overnight we would have a return to hanging...

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: On a point of order. | do
not know who gave the impression that hanging would
resumeimmediately, Sir. | believe that the words that were
used consigtently were that after a person has exhausted his
appedsand it isa very bad one, certainly | would vote for
him to go down. That is ill the position. Talk, | amgoing
to laugh at you soon.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | an making
the point that the impression was conveyed that once the
Government had been changed, that the Democratic Labour
Party adminigtration who were so soft on crime, that once
they were removed from office we will be coming in.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS:. Mr. Deputy Speaker, on
apoint of order. In the cases of Bradshaw and Roberts the
Privy Council has held tha the former Attorney General
for 22 months did not reply. Read the decision. Did nat
reply to a letter from Shepherd and that helped to let them

go.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the point
that | want to convey is that the perception should not go
out that there was any matter of being soft on crime. The
facts reman that the world has changed and
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changed significantly and it is a matter of taking a human
approach and how you deal with people in a free world.
The world is no longer tolerating that anybody is going to
discipline them in the old colonia form with a big dave
whip and whipping you. The world has changed where
communication has become an important key in terms of
correcting the wrongs of a society. This society abhorsthe
big stick of lick and lock up. Lick and lock up done with.
This society does not respond to it anymore. But the
Barbados Labour Party are consistent because since 1961
they brought legidation to this House to amend the Prisons
Act, to put people under house arrest in thiscountry. This
Barbados Labour Party brought legidation in 1961 by the
Hon. F. E. Miller to put people under house arrest. The
Barbados Labour Party, during the late fifties when they
were failing the people, the people were agitating, the
masses of people were getting uneasy, there was disruption
in the socia environment in this country and they brought
an amendment to the Prisons Act.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Honourable Member,
could you dtick to what is going on in here today, the
Education Act?

Mr. J O, TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is
talking about lacking up peopleand | an talking about the
Prisons Act. The BarbadosL abour Party brought legidation
in this House to amend the Prisons Aat which would have
placed people under house arreg. The Democratic Labour
Party took office in 1961. We did not ded with the
amendment to the Prisons Act at al. Wha we did was to
put a socid programme in place that saw 15 years of
sustained development which dleviated a lot o the
frusration and the masses of people were ableto livein a
social environment without having to be locked up or put
under house arrest. Let us understand it.

This problem today is not a problem that you are
going to come with any heavy hand and say that you are
dealing with the people out there because they are
uncontrollable a a time when you are introducing
concessions to certain sectionsin this community, at a time
when you are introducing legidation in this country giving
and granting concessions to certain groups of privileged
peoplein this society and at the same time...

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER The Member for St
Michael East. What does granting concessions to people
have to do with the legidation before the House? Please
dick to what we are debating now.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Spesker, | an
speaking about the environment in which we are debating
this Bill. If that is not relevant then | will sit down.

7.10 p.m.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Wadl, if you have
concluded your speech, then you are free to sit down.

Mr. J O. TUDOR: | an dill sanding. If the
Honourable Member sees me sit, then he will conclude that
| havefinished my speech. But | would understand why the
BarbadosL abour Party would not want me to spesk as they
usudly do not want me to do because | talk straight from
my heart. | do not deal with any frivolous behaviour. We
have a problem and the problem that we have in this
country is that we must not come with these high-handed
measures trying to s if we can put the fear of God in
your heart and you must conform or else. Thisis creating
a dangerous precedent in this country and it is going to
change the whole landscape of schoolsin thiscountry. | do
not subscribe to a Blackboard Jail. | am not dealing with
that. That is not relevant now.

Theenvironment of the schools, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
is going to change significantly. This society is a wizzy-
wizzy society. This society is one where if you are having
drug pushers or these kinds of people pushing drugs in
schoals the children are terrified that if they open ther
mouths something can happen. There is a lot of fear
aready existingamong children in the schools. When you
make criminalsout of them, when you involve the teachers
and parents, what are you sending the children to school
for?

The Honourable Member for Christ Church East and
myself sat on committees that looked at ways and means
as to how we could look at some of the cures for getting
rid of someof theseproblems. | epdorse his position where
he said that we need to focus on dealing with the problems
rather than usdng a thick heavy wegpon saying we are
going to lock you up as far as that is concerned. The
Honourable Member must have difficulty in understanding
that, yes, there is a problem but it is how you go about
solving that problem.

The Honourable Minister in her iniroduction
acknowledged that the children of woday defy authority. In
oite of legidation and in spite of efforts by the Police
Force that there was till deviant behaviour and that this
whole question of bad behaviour has continued. Now the
Minigter by her own words said that she has no pleasurein
introducing this Bill. That tells me that there is something
fundamentally difficult with this. If the Minigter hed pan
in introducing this, this cannot be pleasant. If the Minister
does not want to introduce it, it is not plcasant because we
are in the game of politics and tha means there is
something unpleasant about this. That is an admission, Mr.
Deputy Spesker, that this administration has failed this
country in a very short time. If they are now saying that
they have 1o resort to this, it tells me that they project into
the future, a problem, this administration that was going to
create 30 000 jobs, this adminisuation that was going to
change the socid climate of the country, by this they
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are admitting that they have failed the society and they
expect problems and that they have got to use the heavy
hand to prepare because they are not able to control the
society the way it has to be controlled. Their social
programmeis zero and the only way weare going to solve
this problem is by honest social programmes that seek to
eradicate the problems as was enunciated by the
Honourable Member for St. Joseph and the Honourable
Member for Christ Church East. | expect both of those
gentlemen to change their views and tell the Minister to
send this back from the Houseof Assembly tonight. Do not
put this to a vote. Send it out. Have the courage to stand
up in here.

Aside.

Mr. J. ©. TUDCR | amost said that but | looked up
and | realized that | could not say that. But you must have
the courage tonight to stand up and stand by your words
not by your collective responsibility with the Barbados
Labour Party. There are times that you have to divide and
tonight is the night that you have to divide because we
understand the problems that the Minister is confronted
with. What we are saying clearly on this side that, yes, we
have a problem but we are not going to solve it this way.
In the same way that we can provide concessionsand give
incentives for people to perform in the society, then we
must find a mechanism. You are the Government of
change. You are the Government that said that you had the
answers and you have acknowledged that by bringing this
legidation that you are incapable of solving the socia
problemsin thiscountry. By that alone, you should quickly
remove it rather than be stained forever with having to
introduce this and as the Minister to go down in history as
the Minister who brought legislation to lock up school
children. In the same way as the Honourable Member for
the City is known as the Minister who wants to send to
school the children on Saturdays, this present Minister will
be known as the Minister who wanted to lock up school
children.

My advice is to take heed of the experience and the
quality of the speeches that were delivered on this side of
the House in good intention including the Honourable
Member for St. Lucy and do not be presumptuous as you
have been over the last couple of months. Listen to good
advice. Remove this Bill tonight. Do not put it to a vote.
Let common sense prevail. Let us have a further look-at
this document and let us do it collectively. We are all in
the same boat and | think that it would be very
irresponsible for us on this side to say that we do not
understand that thereis a problem out there and you do not
have to do something about it. We are saying that you
cannot do it thisway. Thisis going to create problems out
there in the society. This is going to send the wrong
message. If children out there are of the view that
somebody wants to run a heavy hand on them, they will
not tolerateit. As | said earlier, people are not responding

“
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to that old colonial approach of lick and lock up becauseas
far as weare concerned that is done with and we must find
a more structured way. There is a lot of talent within this
Parliament on that side and on this side that has the
capacity to wait it out rather than for a quick fix. History
has proven that rather than take a child who has come
home to you on an evening who has done something wrong
and you giveit one lash, bruggadung, you get better results
if you take your timeand you sit with that child, tak to it,
explain to it over and over again rather than one sudden
bruggadung which builds up all kindsaf resentment in that
child. | was lashed by my father Joseph Onesimus Tudor.
I will never forget because he hit me unfairly and made me
talk and every time | talked he gave me a lash. He was
totally wrong. | objected to that treatment. | objected to
those sudden bruggadung lashes and that is not responsible
for why | have no hair, but | remember thoselashes and he
was wrong. If he had taken the time to talk to me as my
mother did and my aunt did and many members of my
family did, | would have responded to him. | never
responded to this sudden bruggadung and all that kind of
foolishness.

So we must not take the short cut home. Thisisalot
of work to do in this society. This is a quick fix to a
problem. The problem lies at the heart of the social
contract that we signed with the people of this country.
From time to time this country has come under structural
adjustment, IMF and so on under both administrations. Let
us not blame each other. Let us understand that we have
social problemsin this country and whoever comes up with
the best social programmesto alleviate the problem of the
masses of this country are the ones who deserve to be the
Government. | am totally satisfied from what | have seen
within the ranks of my colleagues that the Democratic
Labour Party hopefully will be able to form the next
Government in the shortest possible time because this
Government has admitted tonight that it has failed. Thank
you very much.
7.20 p.m,

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
| rise to wind up this debate and to thank al Honourable
Members on this side who have spoken and on that side,
even though they were mided at points in terms of their
understanding of what was before this Honourable
Chamber, and indeed in some of their remarks, which were
most unfortunate, in seeking to create divisionswithin the
society and to create a view that this is a Bill to lock up
children in the society.

| would only say to the Honourable Member for St.
Michael Eadt that | would far prefer to have any sort of
referrd to me that relates to school children, whether it is
tolock up or otherwise- and | do not accept that - than to
be referred to as the Minister who gave away licences for
profit.
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Aside.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: | have not accused
anybody of anything. | said | would prefer to be referred
that way rather than any other way.

Mr. J. ©. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | redly do
not underdand the comment that was made by the
Honourable Minister. The Minister knows better then that
and the Minister had better take it out of the record. It is
dishonest and it is wicked of this administration to try any
kind of comment like that. | an going to wait on any of
you that triesany of that foolishness. That is wicked. Ded
with the problems in this country and stop dealing with
lies. | was going outside, because | an an asthmatic and |
was going to have a drink, but | an not going out until
you... | would prefer to get asthma waiting on you al.
Wicxed people, man.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
if the Honourable Member has found it necessary, without
reference to my calling his name, to stand up and defend
himsdf in away that causes him to call me dishonest and
wicked, he must know why he doth protest too much. He
can'; takelicks. If a person iscapabledf giving lashes, Sir,
they must be prepared to take them.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, in relaion to the matter which
is bzfore the Honourable Chamber, | want to stress that
whét is before this Honourable Chamber is not something
that is meant to deal with wicked children, it is not
something that is meant to ded with children who are bad,
but :t isintended to deal with children who have committed
criminal acts for which there is dready in many ingtances
provision under the law. They who will be affected by this
legidation are an extremely smdl minority. Very few
people will be affected by this legidation, but the actions
of those few people are such that they can destabilise a
school environment, they can prevent teachers from
warting to come to school and teach, they can cause the
lives of persons to be lost or persons to be injured and |
ward, therefore, very smply to reinforce that point. Thisis
not about bad or wicked children or naughty children, this
is about children who are prepared to commit a crimina
act o carrying a gun on school premises, of carrying
maijuana on school premises, of carrying an offensive
wezpon on school premises, of deding with stolen
property, and we have said from the beginning that thisis
for the very few.

| want to deal with the other point made by the
Honourable Member for St. Michad East, and dluded to
by others, that this legidation is irrelevant because it
creates offences that dready exist. Yes, it does in some
instances, but thislegidation does one uniquething that the
laws of Barbados to date do not alow. This legidation
gives the power to search as a legd right and identifiesthe
manner in which that search should be carried out, and

therefore there can be no valid assertion that this legidation
isirrelevant, because it lays out for the very first time and
provides legidative protection for people who have been
for years searching people and property in school, as
clearly articulated by the Honourable Member for St.
Joseph, who indicated that even when he was at school the
plight of persons being searched by teachers was not an
uncommon occurrence. But there has never been any
legidative protection for teachers when they sought to
exercise that power, if only just to preserve good order in
the classsoom, and this legidation provides that, Mr.
Deputy Speaker. You cannot give powersto people without
protecting them. We have not only given them the power
to search, but we have sad that they must have the same
immunitiesand privileges as constabl es, because they have
to be protected once given that power.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | have a so listened to thisabout
the question being uncondtitutional. The Attorney Genera
o Barbados has certified that it is constitutional, that there
is the provision of section 17(2) of the Congtitution which
dlows us to bring an amendment to search onceit is being
donefor public safety, public order and public moras, and
in each instance these measures are covered by section
17(2) of the Constitution.

| want also to say too, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that this
isamatter that seeks to ensure that each one matters. This
is a matter before this Honourable Chamber that seeks to
give protection to schools and to the vast mgority of
people who are law abiding. We do not expect this to be
applied whimsicaly and arbitrarily, and that is the point,
that discretion has always been exercised, will continue to
be exercised, and the Regulations which are to be laid to
this legidation clearly reflect and give the Principa the
option o whether to suspend or not and whether 10
recommend expulsion or naot.

| want to say, too, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that | have
listened to dl sidesand | have consulted with the Attorney
Generd and we have agreed that we will move an
amendment to remove the creating of an offence for the
possessionaf intoxicating liquor as a criminal offence. The
teacher will still have the power to search for intoxicating
liquor, the teacher mugt still report the finding o
intoxicating liquor and the teacher may suspend but does
not have to suspend for the possession of intoxicating
liquor. I do not personaly agree with it, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, but if that is the consensus| am prepared to move
with it,

Aside.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: | want to reinforce
why | do not agree with it, Sir, because | believe that
dcohal still remains the most debilitating drug in this

socidty.
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Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir. The
Honourable Member by the position which sheistaking is
seeking to suggest that someone is advocating the use of
alcohol, which is entirely removed from the arguments
which were made on this side. What we have said is that
you cannot criminalise juniors where the seniors do not
themselves have the same legal disability. The Honourable
Member understandsthat, | know she understandsthat, and
thereforefor her to persist in that line of argument which
she is putting will be to cast a shadow in the wrong way
on what we have said.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Continue.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
| am expressing my personal views. | have said that we are
moving the amendment as a Governmentand | continue to
hold my views.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order. | am trying
to help her not make that error which she is making. She
does not wish to go in the record as saying that she, the
Minister, does not agree but she is doing it for the
Government. There is no such entity as the Government in
here, there is only one Minister. There is no entity called
the Government when it comes to this particular thing.
Please be guided. | am trying to help the Honourable
Member from making that error.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
| do not need the assistance of the Honourable Member in
this instance, and | stick by what | have said, because |
believefervently in what | have said.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, let me also tell you this. The
HonourableMember for St. Michael East said that we must
take time and wait, and he was correct in describing the
attitude of the Democratic Labour Party in relation to
problemsin the schools in this country.

7.30 p.m.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, they took time and waited in
relation to the incident at St. George Secondary School so
much so that what has come out is that there was never
any concern on the part of the Ministry or the Minister in
respect of what went on up there. They never met with
them. They took time and waited in relation to problems
that were brewing at Coleridge and Parry in 1990 when
their Chairman of the Board could not get on with the
principal at that time. They did nothing and that came to
explode in 1995.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The Honourable Member is
mideading the House. The HonourableM ember must know
that the jurisdiction of a school lies entirely within the
province of the Board. The Honourable Member must
know that. If the Honourable Member has found a new

way to administer Boards, she must tell us about it. But to
get in here and say they did nothing about it! We had no
duty to do anything about a school where there isa Board.
If the Honourable Member understands the statutory
instruments she would know that until the Board reported
to the Minister they had no authority to interfere. Don't get
in here mideading the House!

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
the Honourable Member once again wants thingsto remain
beyond enquiry into like the St. Joseph Hospitd. Let me
tell you Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Minister of Education...

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order. | do not wish
thingsto remain like the St. Joseph Hospital, otherwise we
would have proper health carein thiscountry instead of the
rat mess that we have going on in this country at the
moment. Don't let us bring St. Joseph Hospital in here.

M. DEPUTY SPEAKER rose.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: The point | am
making, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is that they had power under
the Education Act to deal with the incident at St. George
Secondary School and perhaps if the Honourable Member
for . Michael West was familiar with the Education Act
he would not make that statement. It is not simply the
Board that has jurisdiction with dealing with matters, Sir,
the Minister of Education has powers under the Act to ded
with certain situationsand | am certain that the attitude of
the DemocraticLabour Party wasto take timeand wait and
see to the extent that nothing was done in education for 8
years in this country. Nothing was done in spite o the
pleas. You heard the Honourable Member for Christ
Church East get up in here today and say they made pleas
as far back as 1992 for metal detectors because the
problems were so severe that the life of a person had
already been taken on a school's premises.

What was the response of the Democratic Latour
Party then? Not only did they do nothing, Sir, but we
ended up with a situation where other people are stabbed
on school premises, where other people are run after with
collinses, where other people are attacked with desks
because the week after the incident with the collins there
wasan incident at the same St. George with a person being
attacked with a desk and a chair.

| want to say, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that this is about
seeking to ensure that those few children who are prepared
to commit criminal acts — | don't accept that they commit
criminal acts because they are victims of the society who
do not know what they are doing. These are some of the
same people who come before the law courts for
committing other criminal acts off the school premises.

Aside.
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Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: At least | did my Bar
exams. You keep quiet.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | want and urge that this really
is meant to deal with the select few people who refuse to
abide by thelaws of this country, to protect the interests of
the majority, to protect the interests of teachers who
deserve to be protected, to protect the interests of children.
A parent must know when he takes his child to school in
the morning that that child is safe and not going to be
liable to arbitrary acts of violence or being corrupted into
being addicted to substances that are unwholesome.

| want to say, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that we don't
believe that this is a cure-al. We don't believe that the
single amendment is going to change things in Barbados
tomorrow but, as | said in my introductory remarks, it is
absolutely necessary for the Government to legalise a
situation that has existed in Barbados for years against the
law, that is, teachers searching students and their property
anti to make people feel that the offences in this Bill will
not be acceptable behaviour. The Honourable Member for
St. James North spoke extremely well today of the value of
this legidation as a deterrent. People must know
beforehand that this is not acceptable behaviour.

We have agreed to remove the offence of possession
of intoxicating liquor and that will be dealt with in the
Committee Stage. | want to end by urgingall personsagain
thix is not the matter of a Government fighting alone. This
has to be a matter of national effort and that is why it hurts
me to listen to the position taken by the Opposition because
it ¢ idnt happen overnight and it won't be cured overnight.
It didn't happen as a result of Government policies and it
car not be cured by Government policies alone. It requires
the effort of each and every person in this country and |
renew the call that | made earlier today that the thrust that
is necessary to bring along young people, that the most
hwnane thing to develop young people is that each of us
should accept responsibility and wy to take care of one
person who is not within ocur immediate circle of
responsibility, that each of us take time and take care of
one,

| want to leave this debate, Sir, with those words and
make a pledge to this Honourable Chamber that thisBill is
being introduced with the best will in the world to solve a
problem or to seek to assist solving a problem that is
endemicin this society and isof national proportion. | want
to say, Sir, and to pledge to this Honourable Chamber that
the administrative guidelines, the training, will al be done
during the course of the next term and the out of school
suspension programme will also be put in place to make
sure that persons suspended receive proper counselling and
access to rehabilitative care which does not presently exist
today.

Findly, | say, Sir, that if this legidation presents
problems that are inimical to the development of the
welfare of school children in this country | will be thefirst
oneto seek to come and repeal this legislation, because that
is not the intention. It is not to deal with bad children,
wicked children or naughty children but it is to deal with
young people who want to commit criminal offences under
the laws of this country. | rest my case and ask the
Honourable House, Sir, that this Bill beread a second time.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: | beg to second that.
7.40 p.m.

DIVISION

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative,
the House dividing as follows:

Ayes: Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR, Hon. D. A. C.
SIMMONS, Hon. G. W. PAYNE, Hon. R. C.
EASTMOND, Hon. R. N. GREENIDGE, Hon. MissH. E.
THOMPSON, Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY, Hon. R. St.
C. TOPPIN, Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER, Mr. J. M.
EDGHILL, Mr. D. CARTER, Mr. H. deB. FORDE, Mr. G.
A. CLARKE, Dr. R. L. CHELTENHAM - 14.

Noes: Mr. F. J. STUART, Mr. B. M. TAITT, Mr. J.
O. TUDOR, Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN - 4.

On the motion of Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY
seconded by Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS, His Honour, the
DEPUTY SPEAKER I€ft the Chair and the House went into
Committee on the Bill, Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER in the
Chair.

COMMITTEE
Mr. CHAIRMAN: This House is now in Committee.
Clause 1 was called and passed.
Clause 2 was called.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, before
I move that Clause 2 stand part, | would seek to move an
amendment to delete the words in what would be
renumbered section 64A, subsection 12 (b), to remove the
words "intoxicating liquor,” from that clause.

| beg to move, therefore, that Clause 2 stand part as
amended.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: | beg to second that, Sir.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Chairman, Sir, Clause 2, the
new 64A(1) for the purposes of subsection (2) says" This
section applies to al schools." Mr. Chairman, in the course
of my second reading speech | asked the Minister if she
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would care to define this matter because the question
arises, the school has the meaning of "college and
university." Is it intended that all ingtitutions of tertiary
learning in Barbados will fall under the ambit of this
legidation?

My understanding is, for example, the school under
this Act means "an institution that provides primary or
secondary education." The Community College is deemed
to provide tertiary education, the Samuel Jackman Prescod
Polytechnic provides tertiary education, and a number of
other institutions under the aegis of the Ministry of
Education provide tertiary education.

It means, therefore, that when thislegislation becomes
effective, we will have two separate regimes for what are
essentially children going to school under the broad aegis
of the Ministry of Education. Perhaps, that is the intention,
but | draw it to the Minister's attention for what it is worth.

Some of the children going to Samuel Jackman
Prescod Polytechnic are 16 yearsold and in the vicinity of
16 years old. It would seem to me that they too would be
in need of that kind of jurisdiction.

So, if the Minister could give us someidea so that we
know for certain, when we speak about this, not to mislead
anybody when you say to whom it applies. As it stands
now, it does not apply to the Community College, the
Samue Jackman Prescod Polytechnic, Barbados Youth
Service, to the other agencies within the evening institutes.
It certainly could not apply to any of the O'level institutes
and those kinds of institutions which provide education for
both secondary and tertiary students. | wonder if the
Minister could respond to that before | ask the other
queries.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: The Honourable
Member has asked as it relates to the secondary
institutions. It would be extremely difficult to do so with
tertiary institutions where personsdo not wear uniform, and
where persons are not subject to the same levels of control
asin primary and secondary institutions.

| beg to move that clause 2 stand part as amended.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The Honourable Member said that
it only applies then to primary and secondary schools. The
guestion might legitimately be asked, "What about these
other institutions? What provisions will be made? Will we
expect a different regime to cover similar sins committed
in these ingtitutions?" It is felt after a survey of what is
happening in the various institutions, that the problem asit
applies to these ingtitutions is not nearly as difficult as it
applies to say, the primary and pre-primary schools that it
is going to apply to? | wonder if the Minister could speak
to that.

Hon. MissM. A. MOTTLEY: It would be extremely
difficult to implement anymore legislation on institutions
such as the Community, College which operates like a
university, where thereisfreedom of movement, and where
thereislesscontrol in respect of the movement of children.

Weare not dealing with children, we are dealing with
adults. The laws will then have to operate in its normal
form in relation to them. If persons suspect that thereis
something being kept in a classroom, they can go and
apply for awarrant. The police can apply for a warrant and
execute a search. So the ordinary laws would continue to
apply to institutions which adults attend in its full and
normal course of things.

What we are seeking to deal with here, is a problem
that is localised within schools, that is localised within
school related activities.

| beg to move, Sir, that Clause 2 stand part as
amended.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | hear that. We accept that is what
the Minister said. | hope that is her policy and not the
policy that is imposed upon her by a consensus.

There is an amendment which removes "intoxicating
liquor" from a section of the Act. It is 12B, but it is not
removed in 4. Nor hasit been removed in 3. Is it intended,
therefore, to leave them where they are? It was intended,
| suspect, that wherever the phase appears...

Asides.
Mr. B. M. TAITT: It is not intended? Okay.
Here is what it reads now, Sir,

"Where a teacher of a school has reasonable grounds
to believe that a ,pupil has in his possession any
intoxicating liquor™... et cetera et cetera.

"Where upon a search carried out on persons, the
teacher finds any intoxicating liquor."

It continues, under 4 "the principal shall report
forthwith the finding to the parent, the police” et cetera.
So, if they search and they find the intoxicating liquor, they
shall call the police.

Asides.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: My question would be, if you
remove it from the other section, what is the point of
reporting to the police that you have found intoxicating
liquor? We are passing legislation which says that if you
search and find intoxicating liquor you shall tell the police.
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Isthat what you intend to do? Tell the policethat you
have found intoxicating liquor in the clothes of a student?
Surely that is not whet is intended.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: That is intended.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Wl then | think it issilly. If that
iswhat isintended, it is making mockery of thelegidation.
The Minigter has clearly removed intoxicating from the
operative paragraph in 12 because she feels compelled to
to do s0 because there is a consensus on the part of her
colleagues. The Minigter is adamant that she wishes the
people who are found with intoxicating liquor in their
pockets to be identified by the authorities, and the police
shdl be natified. First of dl | will have to vote against this
but | want to record that it is silly and | redlly do not wish
to be a part of passing legidation that is puerile because
thereis apuerility which that particular anendment does to
the legidation which is unworthy of a House o which |
have the honour to be a Member. So | will be voting
againg it, Sir.

7.50 p.m.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS:; Mr. Chairman, Sir, | an
glad to hear that the Honourable Member will vote against
it. The postion is now with the amendment that there is
now power in the principa to search and if he finds
intoxicating liquor to report to 4 people. What is wrong
with that? We have decriminalised this by deleting it from

clause 12 and the regulations will deal with it, that isto

say, aperson found with intoxicating liquor is now subject
to suspension, not crimina penalty. What is wrong with
that? Suppose it was a man that stole a bottle of whisky
and brought it to school, Do not report it to the police. We
arc not saying that any crimina offence is going to be
charged. A report will be made.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The Attorney Generd must not
feel comfortable in his mind taking the postion he is
teking on this. If you find them with a pair of rubber
gloves or any other rubber material, are you going call the
police? If you find them with anything that is not a
crimina activity, are you going to tell the police? So if you
find them with intoxicatingliquor which in itsdlf is not an
offence, why do you have to tell the police? It is not that
every time you find somebody with intoxicating liquor you
are going to find them with drugs and other things as well.
So then according to what you are passing whenever a
person finds somebody with a small phia in their pocket
with intoxicatingliquor they haveto cdl the police because
(4) saystheprincipa shal report forthwith hisfindingsand
you are asking me what is wrong with that. You know
what is wrong with it? It is simply that you are being
recacitrant, you are being adamant and you are behaving
like a famous person in Barbados who feels, once | have
taken a position, no matter wha you say, like Alice in
Wonderland, | say it is so and therefore it is so. And you,

yoursdlf are being adamant because you have criticized
adamant behaviour and now you have come here on a
simple matter on which you could say, we redly intend to
take out intoxicating liquor.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: And you are now being adamant.
| say to you that al of the criticisms you have made in the
past, a plague on your house and you will not hear me
anymore on the matter. Pass the legidation. Please divide,
Mr. Chairman, | cal for adivision.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, let me
close by saying that the Junior Liaison Scheme under the
Roya Barbados Police Force has a duty to ded with
deviant children and children who do not necessarily
commit criminal offences and it is for that reason that the
report to the policeis still being made so that the Juvenile
Liaison Scheme, Mr. Chairman, can follow up in respect of
these children who have serious problems with acohol and
it is afair assumption therefore that that is part o ther
norma duty. They do not have to deal with offences aone.
| beg to move that Clause 2 stand part.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: For the record, Sir, my concernis,
I know from experience that when the police are cdled to
a school the whole tenor of what has happened at that
school changes. Your Honour knows that from your
experience. It is not the question of thefinding, it is not the
question of searching. One has not raised any issue about
the search. One has not raised any issue.about reporting to
the Ministry, reporting to the Chief Education Officer,
reporting to anybody. | am raising theissue of reporting to
the police and not a single person | know in life could
explain to me, if you have removed intoxicating liquor as
an offence, why the police must be broughtin. | would be
happy to hear subsequently so | would understand why the
police would comein. | am voting against it.

Hon. D. A. C. SSMMONS:; Mr. Chairman, Sir, earlier
this afternoon when | discussed this with the Chief
Education Officer he made it clear to me that in the
adminigtrative guidelines which the Minigter spoke of
earlier, the police invariably in this case will mean the
police who administer the Juvenile Liaison Scheme which
seeks to decrimindise.

Aside.

Hon. D. A. C. SSMMONS: This says the police, but
the Juvenile Liaison Scheme is a department under the
police. You report it to that particular department which
seeksto decriminalise.Should you put in here, report to the
Juvenile Liaison Scheme? Suppose that name is changed.
You report to the police, the section of the police that seeks
to keep young people out of trouble and out of prison.
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Mr. B. M. TAITT: Sir, perhaps the Attorney General
could tell me which law, which regulation, which rule says
that when a principal of a school reportsto the police, the
policein that instance means the following... Do you know
what is happening? We are faling into a very strange
syndrome. | heard, and | do not say this pejoratively, but
we passed |egidlation recently, Sir, in, whichthe Minister of
Finance will have certain powers and | was lying on my
sick bed watching the debate and | heard the Minister of
Finance give the House his solemn assurancethat he would
administer the law in a particular way and | smiled to
mysdlf and said, how | wish | was there so | could make
the point no one would ever question whether a particular
functionary would carry out a function in a particular way.
The legidation was never written for a particular
functionary. It is written for al comers thereforewhen this
says here: "Where upon a search carried out pursuant to
subsection (1)". Subsection (1) says. "Where for the
purposes of this Act the teacher finds any intoxicating
liguor and some other things the principal shal report
forthwith the finding to

(a) the parent of the child. No problem.
(c) the Chief Education Officer. No problem.
(d) the Board or Committee, as the case may be."

But (b) says the police so the police here means Sgt.
Atherley. Thank you very much. | am sure that tomorrow
when you wake up, when you are not as tired and feel
harassed you will look at this and smile and say, the police
simply could not mean Sgt. Atherley.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: Sir, in contributing to the
debate the section does not place any obligation on the
principal to cal in the police. | think the Honourable
Member must look at the words. The words say you are
keeping the police informed of what is going on and
therefore "are" is not offensive in that respect. | do not
know why people have the fear of involving the policein
helping us in certain aspects of management in schools.
They play a tremendous job now in the neighbourhood
watch and the juvenile liaison scheme and | would think
that if you have now removed the words in subsection
12(b) it does not criminaliseintoxicatingliquor being found
on a person but oneis involved with in the reporting stage
and that is all that is happening here. The police are not
being given a role to come in and investigate. They are
reporting to the police so that they will be aware. | think if
the Honourable Member on reflection sees that those are
the words and that is only the extent of the obligation that
he would not find it offensive in the way that he first spoke
about it. The Attorney General might be interested in
recognizingthat therereally is a genuineerror in that same
subsection 4. Are you going to move that amendment?
8.00 p.m.

Hon. D. A. C. SSMMONS: Where it says subsection
1, line 2 of sub-clause 4 where it says "Pursuant to
subsection 1", it should be subsection 3. | move that (3) be
substituted for (1). Subject to those amendments, | beg to
move that clause 2 as amended stand part.

The question that Clause 2 as amended stand part
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

On the motion of Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY,
seconded by Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS, Mr. CHAIRMAN
reported the passing of one Bill with amendment in
Committee and Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER resumed the Chair
and reported accordingly.

On separate motions of Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY,
seconded by Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS, the Bill wasread a
third time and passed.

ORDER NO. 6 - TO MOVE THE SECOND
READING OF THE PORT ST. CHARLES
DEVELOPMENT BILL, 1996

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this
Bill providesfor the vesting of reclaimed land in Port St.
Charles Development Limited which is developing a
marinasitein St. Peter in Speightstown or near Heywoods.
It providesfor the maintenanceof the Port St. Charlesand
the construction of public access to the beach by the
company. The site is approximately a kilometre outside of
Speightstown City Centre and immediately north of former
Heywoods property Almond Beach Resort and it occupies
approximately 22 acres of land stretching from that area
immediately north of the resort to the northern end of the
By-Pass Speightstown Road and Almond Beach.

Planning permission was given on September 25,
1995 for the devel opersto proceed with this project. It was
subject to a number of conditions. It is a project that
involves an expenditure of about U.S. $100 million over a
S-year period. The construction of the marina involves
excavation to pave an inland lagoon and the construction of
an entrance channel cuts acrossthe existing coast road. The
inland lagoon is 2.9 hectares or 7 acres. | have passed
copies of the plan for Honourable Members to have alook
at it today, Sir. There will be 153 apartment units
comprising 55 one-bedroom apartments and 49 two-
bedroom apartmentsand 153 berthsfor home owner yachts
and 25 berths for guest yachts, restaurants, access road,
parking facilities, landscaped areas and so on. There is a
long list of conditionsset out and, if Honourable Members
wish them, they run from A to H. In fact, 1, 2, and 3A to
H and then they go from 4 to 6. If anyone who wants to
have them, we will be prepared to make them available to
Members of the House on resumption.
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Basicaly, the developers will be responsible for the
management and operation of the site. There will be
dredging that has to be done. There is provision for the
developersto nourish any sand that i sremoved and replace
the sand. They have to prepare an overall environmental
management plant and carry it through. They have to
protect the hawksbill turtleand they have to ensure that the
water in the lagoon is changed every 6 days. These are
someof the conditions attached to the planning permission.
All the devel opment must be carried out in accordancewith
approved plans and specifications to the satisfaction of the
Chief Town Planner and no development can be started
prior to the approva of the Chief Town Planner for any
plans or schemes put forward.

Sir, Honourable Memberswill see on the plan that on
the breakwater area the developers are required to make
provrsion for the Coast Guard, Immigration and Customs
and the sites indicated on the plans have been identified by
those agencies and they have insisted that they have those
particular locations for their respective duties. Some of
them are elevated so that for example the Coast Guard has
a wide view of the sea all around and so on.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, that is why you will see that in
clause 5 we say subject to the rights of the Crown the
company isentitled to the use of the works, breakwater and
facilities constructed thereon by the company. Becausethe
company cannot and this Government will not alow any
private devel oper to seek to oust the rights and privileges
o the Crown. The people of Barbados must have
Immigrationfacilitiesdown there. They must have Customs
facilities and they must have Coast Guard facilities down
there. But as to 5(b) the jetty, the dlip and the dock are all
on theland bought by the devel opersand they can have the
sole use and benefit of the jetty and the dock. But where
the breakwater is concerned and construction that stretches
out into the sea, the sea bed is vested in the Crown and
therefore we have to retain the rights as Government over
the sea and anything in the sea and attaching to the sea
bed. We alow them to use the land that they have
reclaimed subject to the overal rights of the Crown in
certain respects. It is a very short Bill. There are a number
of private jetty Acts in the old laws of Barbados and
reference was made to them in the drafting of this.

8.10 p.m.

The drafting wasreally a collaborative effort between
the Chief Parliamentary Counsel and his Department and
the lawyersfor Port St. Charles, and we arrived, we think,
at a Bill that meets all of the concerns of the respective
parties.

| beg to move, Sir, that this Bill be now read a
second time.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | beg to second that, Sir,
and reserve my right to speak.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, |
must say from the outset that | welcome the development
for the north of the country, but | could not miss this
opportunity to inform the House. It is said that this project
will cost U.S. $400 million, but | must also mention that
theestimated revenuefrom the sale of condominiums, town
houses, et cetera, is supposed to be$146 779 628. It seems
to me that there will be some shortfall between the cost of
the project and the estimated revenue as is shown herein
these documents, and | will give you a breakdown. North
Beach will bringin U.S. $12 729 400 or Bds. $25 458 800;
the Grand Canal will give estimated revenue to the
company of U.S. $1 027 024 or Bds. $2 054 048. Petit
Point will give U.S. $6 632 390 or Bds. $13 264 780.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on a
point of order. | hate to interrupt the Honourable Member
when he is in such full flight, but just to enquire for the
benefit of the House, Sir, what is the document from which
the Member is reading so that we may establish relevance,
and he has to make it a document of the House. We would
like to know what is the document he .is reading because
we want to establish relevance. One just cannot come to
the House and read numberswilly-nilly, particularly at this
late hour. We want to establish relevance.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: As you know, Sir, the
Right Honourable Member for St. Peter will know by now
| do not deal with figures willy-nilly.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Honourable Member
asked the source and if you are going to make the
document you are reading from a document of the House.

‘Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: The document, Sir, is Port
Charles..

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Member for S. Lucy.
Are you going to make that a document of the House?

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: The document, Sir, is Port
St. Charles Price List, Phase 1, and | am prepared to make
this a document of the House.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much.
Continue.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Just on a point of order, Sir. |
wish to draw it to Your Honour's attention that as long as
a the document is a public document the necessity to make
it a document of the House does not arise. Thisis a public
document issued by the Port St. Charles people available to
al and sundry. It is a public document with a price list.
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We will make it a document of the House, but | just want
to establish that it is not necessary once it is a public
document.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Sunset Beach, Sir, is for
U.S. $53 million or Bds. $106 million, which gives a total
sdles of $146 779 628. After hearing what it is going to
cost the developersand hearing the estimated revenue, one
would wonder if the cost is right or if the total estimated
revenueis wrong. That is just one small point | wanted to
make. | know that nobody would get involved in a project
like this to make a loss.

Another point | should like to make, Sir, is on Clause
8. "The company shall provide at the northern end of the
company's land, at its own expense, a public parking area
for vehicles and public access to the beach,...” but, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, all those who are awareof the areawould
tell you that that is not a nice area for a beach. Already
there was provision put in place and | want to find out if
the public access between this project and the Heywoods
Hotel that we knew before, now Almond Beach Hotel,
would still be available to the people of St. Peter and St
Lucy. Thisis something we want to find out because when
one looks at the project one would also like to find out
whether the land to the west of this project, where people
normally hold picnics, will still be available to the public
of Barbados.

| have good reasons for asking these questions, Sir. |
do not intend to be contentious about this, but one would
first have to find out these pieces of information beforeone
could commit oneself to something like this.

Rt. Hon. 0. S. ARTHUR: On a point of elucidation,\‘
the Honourable Member has given way. If the Honourable
Member would go to the project he would see that the
developers have already started to nourish the beach heis
referring to and that the public in general is using it. All
beaches in Barbados are public beaches and they will
continue to be public beaches after this marinais built. |
would urge him to go to see the beach for himself and see
the extent to which it has already been improved and the
extent to which agrateful publicisalready using the beach. a

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: You see, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, | welcome the interjection by the Prime Minister,
because it is easy for one to say that all beaches will
remain, but when you get beach front estates, when you get
houses valued $22 million on the exact location | am
speaking of, that is a different thing. | know that in the
Sandy Lane and the Sunset Crest areas, where you get
houses for $1 million and $2 million, the people do not
want you to use the public beaches, so | am just protecting
our interest in this Assembly by finding out up front

whether these people who are willing to pay $22 million
will behavelike the people at Sandy Lane or Sunset Crest,
or whether this is a different breed of person who is
prepared to spend $22 million and not call for the same
privileges as the people at Sandy Lane and Sunset Crest.
That isall | am asking, becausel, as the representativefor
St. Lucy, must be able to tell the people of St. Lucy that
they will still be able to go to Heywoods and have free
access to that beach down there. 1 will not agree to
something until | have a firm commitment that my
constituents will be able to use the land that the rich and
famous will be able to build $22 million houses on,
because | know that these people do not have the interest
of the small man at heart and | am here to fight on their
behalf and | will continue to fight on their behalf. That is
why | need to have an assurance that the small man will
dtill have an interest in Heywoods.

Thank you very much, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

¢t Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: Sir, if | could wind up. |
give the Honourable Member the assurance that the small
man, people even as small as he, Sir, will have theright to
use the public access. That is why we brought the Bill, Sir.
| will show the Honourable Member the plans at dinner. 3

With those assurances, Sir, | beg to move that the Bill
be read a second time.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

On the motion of Hon. D. A. C. SIMMONS, seconded
by Rt. Hon. 0. S. ARTHUR, Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER left
the Chair and the House went into Committee on the Bill,
Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER in the Chair.

Hon. D. A. C. SSMMONS: Mr. Chairman, in the
interest of speed, and since there are no amendments to be
made to this Bill, | propose that we take the Clauses 1 to
12 together as one so that we can get through quickly. | am
obliged to my friends on the Other Side, Sir.

8.20 p.m.

Sections | - 12 were called and passed.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS:. Mr. Deputy Speaker, |
beg to move that the Schedule be the Schedule to the Bill.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.
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ORDER NO - 5 SECOND READING OF NATIONAL
PRODUCTIVITY COUNCIL BILL, 1996

Rt. Hon. 0. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Deputy Spegker, | shall
be brief. This Bill seeks to repeal the existing Nationa
Productivity Board Act and replace it with a National
Productivity Council Act of 1996. The reasons for this
action are very specific. The existing National Productivity
Board is intended to be tripartite in its organisation and
function but to all intents and purposes under the existing
legidation it really is operating like a government
department without autonomy, without flexibility, without
a staff.

The Government commissioned a study by Dr.
Lawrence Nurse of the University of the West Indies.
Given the tremendousservice that the Board has performed
and can perform, a decision was taken to undertake a
complete overhaul of the ingtitutional arrangements, the
structure of the Board, to give it a staff defined in the
Schedule to the Act and to invest it with autonomy
equivaent to that for creating statutory institutions.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we envisioned that arising out
of thislegidlationa new Productivity Council with a Board
of Drrectors will be able to function as an autonomous
institution. It will continue to have tripartite involvement,
Government, private sector and Social Partners. The Act
now allows it to have an identity of its own. It does not
have to refer everything to a Permanent Secretary in a
Government department. It will have its own Board of
Directors and it will have its own staff appointed by the
Board of Directors.

This change will allow the Board to carry out its
responsibilities in a more efficacious manner and it is
within that context that | beg to move that this Bill be now
read a second time,

Hon. D. A. C. SSMMONS: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

On the motion of Rt. Hon. 0. S. ARTHUR seconded
by Hon. D. A. C. SSMMONS, Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER left

the Chair and the House went into Committee on the Bill,
Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER in the Chair.

COMMITTEE

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The House is now in Committee.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | beg to move that clauses
1 - 20 be considered as 1.

Hon. D. A. C. SIMMONS: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Clauses| — 20 were called and passed.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | beg to move that the
Schedule be the Schedule to the Bill.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

On the motion of Rt. Hon. 0. S. ARTHUR, seconded
by Hon. D. A.C. SMMONS, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the
passing of one Bill in Committee and Mr. DEPUTY
SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported accordingly.

On separate motions of Rt. Hon. 0. S. ARTHUR,
seconded by Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS, the Bill wasread a
third time and passed.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

On the motion of Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS, seconded
by Rt. Hon. 0. S. ARTHUR, the House resolved itsdlf into
Committee of Supply, Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER in the
Chair.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The House is now in Committee
of Supply.

HEAD 10 - GOVERNOR-GENERAL

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the
supplies are required for Government House in a number
of areas. supplies of material, maintenance of property,
purchase of vehicles, plant, equipment and furniture. In
those circumstances, | beg to move that Head 10 stand part.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.
8.30 p.m.

HEAD 30 - ATTORNEY GENERAL

Hon. D. A. C. Simmons; Mr. Chairman, Sir, thereare
2 aspects of this Resolution. Funds were sought earlier this
year 8 a matter of urgency to commence repairs to the
wall at Glendairy Prisons which had collapsed. | have
here,Sir, the tender documents for the retaining wall at
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Her Magjesty'sPrisons. This was prepared by the Consulting
Engineers Partnership of Concept, Dayrells Road, St
Michael. The contract was awarded to Edghill Associates,
Sir, in the sum of $197 231.05. Work commenced on
April 15, 1996. At the time, Sir, the firm tendered on the
basis of the measurements provided in this document, Sir,
31 metres. It turned out, Sir, the contractor was engaged,
that these people, Consulting Engineers Partnership, had
undermeasured.

Asides.

Hon. D. A. C. SSMMONS: The result is, Sir, the
contractor agreed to complete the wall, and now we are
seeking to complete al payments to him, Sir. That is why,
unfortunately, this Resolution has had to come. It is
nothing to do...

Asides.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: Yes, the wall is restored,
Sir, but we owe the contractor money. He is waiting, Sir.
We have to pay him. It is not his fault. The people who
measured the wall, Sir, undermeasured it. It is regrettable,
but those are the facts, Sir.

The second aspect of the Resolution, Sir, is $75 000
to pay the police to contribute to their operating expenses.
The Government agreed that instead of NCF, it is part of
the responsibility of the Central Government Security. Any
extra security that was necessary for Crop Over events, we
felt that the Centra Government should provide the
security.

| beg to move, Sir, $75 000 which is to pay theto
pay the policemen who served during this year's Crop
Over. There have been problems in the past where police
have served and have not been paid for along time.

Asides.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: Last year, Sir, the NCF
was able to pay the police in instalments. Now we are
paying them, Sir, so that within a week to 10 days they
should be drawing their money.

| beg to move, Sir, that Head 30 stand part, Sir.

The question that Head 30 stand part was put and
resolved in the affirmative without division.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: Mr. Chairman, Sir, | beg
to move that you now report to His Honour The Deputy

Speaker, the passing of one Money Resolution in
Committee.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER resumed the Chair.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Chairman of
Committees has reported to me the passing of one Money
Resolution in Committee.

Hon. D. A. C. SIMMONS: | beg to move that this
Resolution be read afirst time.

The question was put that this Resolution be read a
first and second time and agreed in the affirmative without
division.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,
| beg to move that Question Time be now taken so that 2
Replies can be laid.

QUESTION TIME
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question 26.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the
Honourable Minister is not in his place. If the Honourable
Member have no objection, | ask that the answer be laid,
Sir.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, | beg to move that the
replies M questions 26, 28, 39 and 40 be deferred to the
next sitting of this Honourable House.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

MINUTES

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minutes of August 16,
1996.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,
| have been advised that the Minutes of August 16, 1996
have already been circulated, and | beg that they be now
confirmed.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,
we have had a long but productive session from January to
today. All Honourable Members of this House, Sir, have
contributed handsomely to the expeditious despatch of
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Government's Business. We are, on this Side, Sir, very
grateful and indebted to the Honourable Members on the
Other Side who on more than one occasion, and today,
especially so, have cooperated in a spirit of understanding
the necessity...

Asides.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: ...and have helped the
Government to get through its programmeto the point, Sir.
| wish to placeon record, Sir, my persona appreciation for
the cooperation that the Government has received from the
Oppostion, Sir.

Sir, the members of staff have worked very hard. The
Reporters have had a very long day, many times, Sir, in the
last few weeks. The Clerks at the table, dl the support
gtaff. have helped to facilitate Government in the despatch
o the people's business. | redly fed, Sir, that we deserve
a rest and a substantia break from our labours. It will be
hectic when we return. There is a lot of legidation very
nearly ready. It will be ready by then. | therefore, without
any further ado move that this Honourable House do now
adjourn until Tuesday, October 22, 1996 at 11.00 a.m.

Sir, both sides wish me to compliment you most
warmly, Sir, for the way in which you discharged your
responsibility during your sojourn as Presiding Officer of
this Honourable Chamber, Sir. There was a certain dignity,
confidence, and charm, Sir, that endeared yoursdf to al of
us.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much.

Hon. D. A. C. SIMMONS: You have been most
sncere, Sir.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Depury Speaker, Sir, as Your
Honour will observe, our Leader is not in his place but |
would not wish the session to move into the vacation
without recording our own appreciation of the efforts of
those persons who helped to make this work worthwhile
for us. The Clerks at the table, the shorthand writers, the
police within the precinct, to al the other Members,
thanking them for their services. | would like to thank

Honourable Members on the Other Side for helping to
continue thisgreat tradition which we have as a Parliament.
8.40 p.m.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, as Your Honour knows, the
substantive Speaker is associated with my constituency and
| would fed a sense of didoyalty if | did not say how
much | missed him. However, Sir, | have to put that in the
record s0 that when he comes back he will know that
somebody was looking after his interest while he was gone
but that would not derogate from our joining with the
Acting Leader of the House. | would wish that the Prime
Minister and his colleagues would take note of the ease
with which, when the acting Leader of the House is here,
the business of the House proceeds. We cast ho aspersions
on the efforts of the Leader of the House but we just wish
the Prime Minister to take note of the versdility of the
Attorney Genera in this regard to the extent he finds it
convenient. He would wish constantly to keep in his mind
the efforts of the Attorney General. | wish everyonealong
vacation. The Prime Minigter is reported in one o a
reputable newspaper to which the Attorney General referred
today to have said heisin nead of rest. That is what they
reported in a reputable newspaper in this country. The
Advocate is among the most reputableand if they say you
arein need of rest you must be in need of rest. | hope that
by the time he comes back on the 22nd October his back
wiil bein good shapeand al will be well..d wish you well,
Sir.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: | would like to thank the
Honourable Attorney General and the Member for St.
Michael West:for the kind remarks expressed to me. | will
aso convey to the Speaker your message that you have
missed him greatly. | would also liketo thank the Members
here for the session. it is theend of our 67th Session and
thestaff of Parliament has worked hard at dl time. | would
sy tha within the last few weeks we have become vary
tired because this House was firing on all cylinders, We
were working twice a week.

| want 1o wish you al agood rest and if you travel,
enjoy your travel. | lock forward to seeing you on the 22nd
October at 11.00 o'clock.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without divison and Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned
the House accordingly.

8.45 p.m.
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