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Prayers were led by Father fvan Harewood.

Mr. SPEAKER: The House is now in session.

MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minutes of Tuesday, 13th
February, 1996.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, | beg to
move that the Minutes of proceedings of the Honourabl~
the House of Assembly for its meeting of the 13th day of
February, 1996, which Minutes have been circulated, be
taken as read.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | beg to second that, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: If there are no corrections or
observations, then let those Minutes stand confirmed.
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PAPERS

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Spesker, | am
commanded to lay the Annual Reports of the Caribbean
Broadcagting Corporation for the years 1992 and 1993.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, | beg to
move that Standing Orders 6, 16, 18, 20, 42(5), 43 and 44
be suspended for the rest of thisday’s dtting.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Mr. SPEAKER: Government Business is now the
order of the day.

ORDER NO. 1 - THE INSURANCE BILL, 1996

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, during
the course of my presentation today | shall seek the leave
of the House to have this Bill referred to a Joint Select
Committee of both Houses for consderation of its
provisions.

In my presentation of the Bill, | would want broadly
and briefly to set what we are embarked upon in the
context of the deveopment of our financia sector in
Barbados, to give the House the benefit of a short history
of the preparation of the legidation before Parliament and
briefly and broadly speak to some of its man provisions,
particularly those which represent a departure from what is.
contained in the existing legidation. | trust that this will be
the first in a series of pieces of legidation to engage the
dtention of this Parliament having to do with the
devdopment of a financia system, the development of
money markets in Barbados and the development of
insruments in this country to promote savings and
investment.

| begin my address to this Parliament on this matter
pertaining to theamendment to the Insurance Act, Cap. 310
of the Laws of Barbados. The development of Barbados
money, financia and capital markets have smply not kept
pace with the general development of the country. As it
gtands, Sir, Barbados has a relatively narrow range of
financia institutions. Our financia sector is dominated
largely by retail banks, but we do not have a wide range of

specidised financid ingtitutionsto mobilise savings and to
dlocate those savings in support of higher levels o
nationa investment. Equally, Sir, many of the instruments
for the attraction of savings and investment are not
atractive nor broad based, and it al representsitsdf in a
dtuation where today one of the main constraints, and
perhaps the chief congtraint, to the continued sustained and
sustainable growth and development o this society is the
level of savings.

It is not customary for a Minister o Finance to
telegraph what will be the thrust of fiscal policy for the
short term, but | just want, even at this early notice, to
support the statements that are now being made by the
Governor of the Central Bank and leading members of the
ingtitution that the key constraint to the growth, the
sustained and sustainable development of the Barbadian
society, is the level of savings, and therefore in the short
term concerted action must be taken to raise the leve o
domedtic savings and to introduce such financid
innovations as would make it attractive and worthwhilefor
people to want to prefer to save rather than to want to
consume.

| should also make the additiona point, Sir, that in
dgnificant areas of the operations of our financid sector,
even as it is structured, legidation has not kept pace with
thedevelopment of the sector and perhapsit is true that the
area in which this is mog glaring is in the area of the
insurance industry of Barbados. The insuranceindustry o
Barbados has emerged in the last 20 years as one of the
fagtest growing and the most complex areasin thefinancia
sector. Indeed, Sir, in 1993, the latest year for which
statisticsare available, theindustry wrote $283.6 millionin
gross premiums and had investments and cash totaling
some $750 million. The House will be aware of the
condderable contribution that the insurance industry hes
madein particular to the development of the housing stock
of this country, and in this respect a the end of 1993
mortgages totalling some $144.5 million wereincluded in
thetatd investmentsof theinsuranceindustry of Barbados.

But the industry has not benefited, despiteits growth
and its increasing complexity, from the kind of legidative
framework that bearsa relationshipto the dynamism of the
industry, that bears a relationship to change in the
subgtantive insurance law that obtains in other Caribbean
countriesand in therest of theworld, and in many respects
the industry has laboured to a large extent by the
congtraintsimposed upon it by arudimentary Insurance Act
which was designed basicdly to lay down requirementsfor
the regigtration of companies and intermediaries, to lay
down conditions to cover matters such as capitalisation and
depositsand to vest certain statutory powers, in relation to
the regulation of the industry, in the Supervisor o
Insurance.
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Many other matters that are important for the
appropriate development, first of all, and regulation of an
insurance industry are not now addressed in the Insurance
Act of Barbados. This was recognised as far back as 1982
and | should just want, as | proceed to discuss the history
of the preparation of this legidation, to say that what we
are here embarked upon is not an initiativedf this present
administration per se. Thework on thiswasbegunin 1982-
83 and then it was taken up in earnest in 1993 and it has
engaged the attention of the Supervisor of Insurance Office,
the industry as a whole and has been the subject of inputs
drawn from legidation devel oped to apply at the regiona
leve. My first responshility is to acknowledge the
contribution of al of the industry people, dl of the public
servants and indeed the contribution of the regiond
specidists who have contributed to putting usin a position
today where we can bring to this Parliament a piece of
legidation pertaining to theinsurance industry that is more
appropriate to our times and more relevant to our purposes.
11.30 am.

Now, Mr, Spesker, the exigting legidation under
Chapter 310 of theLaws of Barbados providesbasically for
conditions to govern the registration of companies and
edtablishes limitsin relation to the amount of capital that
companiesshould haveand alot of thelegidationisin the
nature of divesting of statutory powers in the regulaory
authority, the Supervisor o Insurance. We need
fundamental amendments to the Insurance Act to go
beyond just providing for theregistration of companiesand
in some respects, Sir, we even have to change the way in
which the existing provisons alow for the registration of
companies. We need to amend the Act to go beyond the
vegting of statutory powers in a regulatory authority to
provide through legidation the strengthening of protection
afforded to policy holders and as a result one of the
objectivessought in the reform of thisinsurancelegidation
is to bring to bear in Barbados for the first time a
collection of new measures incorporated in insurance
legidation that will provide wider and more ample
measuresto protect the policy holderswho hold policiesin
our insurance policies. As a result, this legidation is to be
judged in terms of the adequacy of the measures that are
now being proposed to deal with the quite lawful and
proper interests of the policy holders.

We have also reached a situation Mr. Speaker, where
the industry has changed and companies are now writing
larger amounts of business than was envisioned when the
industry was brought under legidation in 1972. Despite
that, Sir, the capital and solvency requirement for the
industry as a whole have not been changed since 1972 and
we therefore have a Stuation where the industry can be
regarded as being undercapitaised, but we need desperately
to increase the capital and the solvency requirement of the
insuranceindustry to bring it in line more redigticaly with
the volume of business that the industry is now writing.

All of this, Mr. Speaker, is designed to ensurethat the
kind of thresat to solvency, thekind of threat to the viability
of the industry that has overtaken insurance industries in
other jurisdictionsdo not overtaketheindustry in Barbados.
| redly would like to spend just a brief moment on the
significanceof this. Al Members of the House would be
awarethat thereis a perception that the Caribbean isahigh
risk area, a perception that is reinforced annualy by the
ravagesof nature. All Memberswould also be awareof the
growing importance of insuranceto a number of economic
entitiesin Barbados whose activities are accompanied by a
high level of risk. | perhaps would not on this occasion
single out the public service vehicles; but the public is
aware that the operations of some sectionsof the economy
have in fact raised the risk for insurance and we need
thereforeto establish a regimeto make sure that the capital
and solvency requirements of the insuranceindustry are so
attended to that confidence of policy holders in the
solvency of the companiesand the viability of the company
is put beyond any reasonable risk.

Mr. Speaker, as the industry has also expanded and
become more complex, the existing regulatory framework
governing the operation of the industry has proven to be
inadegquateand the legidation beforeParliamentisintended
to serve an important purpose of broadening the regulatory
framework within which theindustry functionswith aview
to enabling the industry to function within more clearly
defined parameters than is the case at present.

As| mentioned earlier, in 1993 when this matter was
resurrected in.earnest, it was intended then that the
Insurance Act should have been amended and that in the
process of its amendment provisions should have been
included in the new Insurance Act to provide for the
management and the regulation of pension plans in
Barbados.

The first draft of the legidation therefore provided
specific regulations to govern the operation of pension
funds in this country. Representation was however made
that there were many seriousand complex issues pertaining
to the management of pension fundsin this country which
had not been fully analysed or resolved and as a result in
1995 we decided that we would exclude from this
legidation that has now come to Parliament any provison
pertaining to the management of pension funds in this
country.

| am therefore serving notice that in due course a
separate piece of legidation providing for the regulation
and the management of pension fundsin Barbados will be
brought to this House. | should aso dress that the
legidation before Parliament has benefited from the
drafting of a mode insurance act for the Caribbean by the
Caribbean Law Institute. There are other Caribbean




countries - Jamaica and Trinidad in particular, whose
insurance legidation wasfar degper and more relevant than
othersand in the late 80sand early 90s the opportunity was
grasped to draft a modd insurance bill to be applied to the
Caribbean that draws upon the experience of other
Caribbean countries but also brings to bear the experience
of other countries in the development of substantive
insurance law.

This legidation before Parliament draws very
congderably from the model insurance bill developed to be
applied on a regiona basis in the Caribbean and it draws
in particular in relation to those sections of the legidation
that have to do with the designation of beneficiaries and
other particular mattersarising therefrom. | would just want
againg that broad background, Mr. Speaker, to quickly
elaborate on some dof the important changes that are being
contemplated by this Bill before Parliament.

1140 am.

| should also add, Sir, before | do so, that the Bill in
dl its stages during the process of its drafting was exposed
to the scrutiny of the practitioners. A lot of the proposed
amendments suggested by the industry specidists and
practitioners have been incorporated in the legidation
before Parliament. There are however, Sir, a number o
areas in which it has not been possible to agree to specific
proposals that have been put and there are some instances
in which the difference o opinion has been sharp and |
may from time to time draw attention to the areas where
some sharp differences of opinion till exist. The purpose
o it having to go to a joint committeeis for both Houses
of Parliament to be able to capture all the concerns of adl
entities involved in the industry to make sure that at the
end of the day we have an Insurance Act that not only
reflects policy, but adso baances the concerns of all
involved in the management and dl who benefit from the
operation of the industry.

| want, Sir, to outline to the House some of the mgjor
amendments being proposed. The firg amendment the
House mugt be aware of is that in keeping with the
movement toward regional integration, insurancecompanies
operating in Barbados, but incorporated in CARICOM
countries, will no longer be conddered as foreign
companies for the purposes o the application of our
insurance law.

Clause 2 of thisBill providesfor arevised definition
of foreign companies to capture that particular policy. A
foreign company therefore will only be a company that is
incorporated in an area outside CARICOM.

As | suggested earlier, Sir, one of the key aress that
hed to be dealt with was the question of the capitalization
of insurance companies. | cannot overstate the importance
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of an insurance company having adequate capital resources
committed and paid up. The capital of a company in an
insurance industry is required as a bumper between
premiums and its claims, and an adequate capitd base is
absolutely necessary to safeguard sharehol der fundsand to
give adequate protection to policyholders.

The current capitd requirement for the insurance
industry of Barbados has been in existence since 1972 and
it is therefore totally inadequate in relation to the volume
of business the insurance companies are writing in 1995.
Some companies are writing business in excess of $20
million on a capita requirement of only BDS. $200 000
and this situation exposes the insurers of Barbados to an
unnecessarily high degree of risk. The opportunity therefore
is being teken through the presentation of this new
legidation to change the 1972 provisions regarding the
capital requirementsaf insurancecompaniesin thiscountry.
The lav purports that the existing requirements of
$200 000 for lifeinsurancecompanies and $100 000 for all
other companies should be changed in the following

respect

- that companieswriting both long-term and generd
insurance should now have a capital base of $5
million;

- that companieswriting long-term only should have
a capital base of $3 million;

- companies writing general only should have a
capital base of $3 million;

- companies writing motor or industrial life only
should have a capita base of $1 million.

| an mindful, Sir, that this is a set of proposals that
can pose a difficulty for some insurance companies. When
the insurance industry was in the initia phase o its
development, the capital requirements were set low to
aford high levels of indigenous involvement in the
industry. As it stands now, Sir, it has been represented that
only two of the local private companies would meet the
capitd requirements that are now being prescribed by the
legidation. Therefore, companies will be given a period
within which to meet these new capital requirements. We
hopethat in stating higher levels of capital requirementsfor
insurance companies operating in Barbados, those thet are
presently undercapitalized would be encouraged to make
changes to improve their capital base and this would
therefore leave some companies to go public and offer
some of their shares on the Stock Exchange of Barbados.

The proposed change in the legidation to affect the
capitdization of insurance industries in Barbados is
designed to provide additiona security for the policies o
persons insured, but it is equally intended to provide a
gimulus for insurance companies to become public
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companies and also to begin to offer some shares on the
Securitiesand Stock Exchange of this country.

The third mgjor area the House needs broadly to be
aware of is the changed conditionsfor the registration of
insurance companies. It goeswithout saying, Sir, that only
persons of good character, competence and good financial
standing should be licensed as insurers. It is Sir, dill a
point of controversy that companies conducting insurance
business should not be engaged in so many other types of
business as to put the solvency of their companies a risk
and put the policyholders funds in some threat. As a
result, clause 12 of the new Bill purports to restrict
insurance companies to the carrying on of insurance
business alone, while section 13, and this | know is a
matter that has engaged some controversy in the industry
because section 13(1X(d) aso provides for a company
which will carry on other business to carry on insurance
business subject to the approval of the Supervisor...

11.50 a.m,

Sir, the new legidation also seeks to provide
additional and wider protection for policyholdersby making
it mandatory for deposits to be held not only by foreign
insurance companies, as was the case in the past, but
equally, by local insurancecompanies. Again, Sir, that has
been a matter of some debatein the industry.

The new legidation also now requires, under section
25, that a statutory fund should be established in the case
of each insurance company to provide additional security
to policyholders. Statutory funds held by insurance
companies are dready the practice in the Trinidad and
Belize legidation. These funds will be set up by trust.
Companies engaged in long-term and motor insurance will
be required to set up such a fund for each type of business.

At present, as al of us know, many policyholders
experience hardship in paying large premiums within
a 3-month period and some insurance companies have been
dlowing them longer periods within which to make the
payments. The legidation before Parliament, Sir, is
intended to provide an extension of the period of credit for
policyholders who are experiencing hardship in meeting
their payments.

In addition, Sir, in order for the Supervisor o
Insurance to be on top of the situation and to be able to
take early correctiveaction when insurance companies are
indulging in practices that could put the funds of the
investors and policyholders at risk, it is deemed necessary
to improve the requirementsfor financia reporting in the
industry.

You would aso note, Sir, that when | spoke today, |
could only givethe House the benefit of informationin full

about the industry for the period ending up t0 1993. Itisa
sad fact that, even as | speak, information on the industry
is not yet fully ready for 1994 and far less so for 1995.

As a result the opportunity is being taken, that is a
fact, to improve the financia reporting required of
insurance companies. | want to stress this point because
insurance companies manage a lot of money for people
who put down that money in the belief and in the
expectation that, some time in the future, it is going to be
safe and secure and that they will have guaranteed access
toit.

It is therefore absolutely necessary, Sir, that there
must be timely provision of al financia sabout theindustry
such that early corrective action can be taken if there are
developments that could pose a threat to the solvency and
the viability of the insurance industry of this country.

Asaresult also, the new legidation before Parliament
would require that insurance companies would be alowed
only 6 months within which to report their financial results
to the Supervisor of Insurance and that, of equd
importance, the accounts of all companies should be
published in the Official Gazette and in the daily
newspapers so that the public at large could have a greater
insight into the financial statusof the industry and also to
be aware of what is happening with their investments.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, | believe that this is important
because, as | said, | speak to this House today from the
background of not being able to give Parliament a full
accounting of the state of the industry beyond 1993. It
would be a dereliction of responghility if we did nat, in
drafting a new Insurance Act make sure not only that the
financia reporting of theindustry isbrought to alevel that
is commensurate with the new information technology that
existsbut also that will dlow us to be ableto discharge our
responsibility, as legidators and regulators, Sir.

In kegping with this, Mr. Speaker, the opportunity is
being taken in the legidation to improve or to bring the
actuarid reviewsrequired of theindustry morein line with
modem sandards. As it stands now, the insurance
companiesare only required to have actuarial reviewsonce
every 5 years. That surely is out of date and the new
legidation would require that annual actuarial reviews be
undertaken. Certainly, in no instance, should more tha.i a
3-year period elapse beforeinsurance companieshave such
reviews that are so critical in determining the strength o
the insurance companies themsaves and are so important
to enable the companiesto make corrective policy changes
should they be required.

We are a'so making provision, under this legidation,
Sir, to make it mandatory for every life insurancecompany
carrying on insurance in Barbados to have an actuary.
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We are also strengthening the powers of the Supervisor o
Insurancein relation to the collection of information about
theindustry. This matter has aready engaged the ttention
of newspapersin a most prominent and dramatic fashion.
| believe that it was announced that the new legidation is
going to make it possible for the Supervisor to enter and
search premisesfor the purposes of obtaining information,
once a warrant has been obtained from a Justice of the
Peace or a Magistrate. In point of fact, Sir, it does provide
for that. We have had situations, unfortunately, in this
country whereinsuranceindustries have been very tardy, to
sy theleast, in providing the Supervisor of Insurance with
such relevantinformation - very, very tardy to the point of
being recacitrant - as would adlow the Supervisor to be
sure that he was protecting the public's interest and, in
such instances, we fed that the Supervisor should be given
grester authority to be able to ensurethat he cannot be held
to be in default of his responsibility for failure to carry out
the law.

Sir, the legidation aso establishes new rules
regarding tests for solvency as set out in clause 58 which
are technicad and will engage the ettention of the
Committee and with which, | will not engage the House.
They aso provide, more importantly, for the regulation of
insurance intermediaries.

Thisisan industry that is made up of alarge number
of persons ranging from sales persons, brokers, and the
like. It is quite appropriate that the operation of al entities
involved in the functioning of the insurance industry
including the Association of Underwriters should be
brought within the ambit of some regulatory provisons.

As a result, Sir, a large part of the new legidation
broadens the scope for regulation by bringing many of the
entitieswho are functionariesin theinsuranceindustry, not
now falling under the control of the Supervisor o
Insurance more directly under the auspices of his or her
supervision.

Many of the niggling problems of the insurance
industry have hed to do with people's understanding of
things such as cash surrender values and questions of what
should happen if you want to have an insurance policy and,
thereafter, you might want to change your mind or matters
of this character. All persons who have been involved in
the industry know that, where the small man is concerned,
these are the things that matter for him. Sometimes people
having committed themselves to insurance might want to
withdraw and, a the same time, of course the agents may
have incurred cost in preparing documents and things of
this character, the question of the issue of documents and
what should be the procedure for the proper issueof these
documents, what should be the information provided to
policyholders about their participation in the profits of the

T

industry. All of these are matters that concern the man in
the street in relation to his participation in the industry and
the legidation sets out a body of new law which purports
to ded with mattersof this character.

12,00 noon

One mgor area, Sir, that has been included in the
new legidation and, as | said, that draws heavily from the
Caribbean Law Ingtitute'sinitiativeto developa modd lav
gpplicable to the industry in the region as a whole, is the
question of the designation of beneficiaries. This, Sir, in
fact is one of the most extensive sections of the new
legidation running from clauses 112 to 124 and it will
make controversid changesin who can be beneficiariesof
insurance policies in keeping with substantive changes in
thelaw of insuranceitsalf. Thiswill be a matter, | am sure,
the Committee will want to peruse as carefully as possible
and | am looking forward to being a part of the Committee
that examines thisinnovation. It isa very important change
and, as | have said, this is something that has been under
discussion regionaly exercising the attention of the former
adminigtration and we are incorporating in the new
legidation far reaching changesin beneficiariesof policies.

As you know, Sir, mogt of our insurance companies
today are mutua companies, meaning that the people who
hold policies are the shareholders and we want to be able
to have a Situation as well where insurance companiescan
issue shares and that is part and parcel of the process, not
only o developing the industry but aso deepening our
capital markets but we are a country whose insurance
companies are largely mutud and we want to make it
possible for the converson of mutuad companies to
companies with share capita.

In addition, Sir, the question of sdf-insuranceis a
matter that has now become an issue of great moment in
Barbados. We have an exempt offshoreinsurancecompany
because in the rest of the world entities in high risk areas
found that the cost of insurance was so prohibitive that
they had to establish their own insurance enterprises and
our captive insurance industry in Barbados reflects their
desireto make sure that the insurance enterprisesthat they
establish are operated under the most cost effectiveregimes
and many of them establish their self-insured enterprisesin
our country.

Similarly, in our own circumstances some economic
entitieshavefound it both difficult and expensiveto obtain
insurancein the regular commercial market because of the
nature of their business and because of the very high risk
involved and we deem it very n that some
companies who find it worthwhile and feasible should be
able to provide for self-insurance. | am absolutely sure that
there is some economic activity in countries that impose
such a tremendous burden on the insurance companies
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and result in the premiums to the rest of us becoming so
high that theability of high risk entitiesto providefor their
own insurance will, | hope, help to even out the rate of
growth of the cost of insurancein this country.

| should also stress that one of the main areas o
innovation providedfor in thelegidation has to do with the
provison that is now being alowed for the formation of
catastrophe reserves. The House, Sir, is familiar with the
tremendous problem facing, not only Barbados, but the
region asawholein relation to the cost and the availability
o insurance arising from the ravages of hurricanesin our
region and even though we oursalves are not mercifully
affected thereis a perception that the region is a high risk
region and whenever Floridais affected it leads to both an
increase in the cost and a difficulty experienced by entities
in our societiesto get access to adequate insurance cover
and even re-insurance, Sir. Theanswer to thisis presumed
to be enabling countriesto establish reservesto providefor
taxed feesand that they would commit a proportion of the
net premiums on property insurance to this purpose. The
legidation obvioudy, Sir, would include provisons
governing penaltiesto be applied when breachesof the Act
are undertaken. Generally spesking the areas to which |
havereferred represent broadly the areasin which thereare
new provisionsin thislegidation as compared with thet of
the old.

Now, Sir, the range of amendments to the existing
law were so wide and extensive that it was thought that it
was hecessary to repeadl the existing law, take it off the
Statute Book entirely, and replace it by a new law rather
than have a piece meal assessment. Therefore the exercise
on which we are embarked is an exercise that will see the
exigting Insurance Act, Cap. 210 of the Laws of Barbados
repealed and replaced by an entirdy new piece o
legidation.

| believe, Sir, | have covered most of the essentia
points but | want to stress that during the course of the
next few months we would want to bring down to this
House a number of supporting pieces of legidation that
address what | said is one of Barbados chief economic
deficiencies - that we have a rdatively underdeveloped
financia and capital market with some Caribbean markets,
particularly Trinided, that has gonefar ahead of usin terms
of its range of financia inditutions, the extent o the
financid innovation that has been brought to bear, the
number of financia instruments and the attractiveness of
those financia ingtruments. We are now in a postion, |
believe, to address one of the fundamenta problems that
still attend this country at the end of this century, namely
that we do not have the mongy or the capital market that
can generate sufficient domestic savings to be able to
underwrite the general development of Barbados to the
degree that we would wish. We have the opportunity that

is higtoric to redlly be innovativein the measures thet we
bring to bear to broaden and degpen our money and capital
marketsbut equally so to introduce legidation that will put
the regulatory framework within which the industries
operate in a context that is recognized as modem and
redlistic to our time and purposes.

1210 p.m.

| truly, Sir, wish to thank all entitiesin the society
who have contributed to the drafting of this very complex
piece of legidation. As | said, Sir, it is a piece o
legidation that has cut across administrations. A lot o
drafting of this legidation took place under the previous
adminigtration and | commend them for their effort but it
is now for us as a Parliament to look at thislegidation in
all of itscomplexitiesand ensure that we put on the statute
books of this country a new Insurance Act that will meet
the interest of the policyholders and that will ensure that
the insurance industry can continue to be efficiently and
financially secure, and that it will be an industry that can
meet its risks within aframework that all agreeisfair and
reasonableto all concern.

| would therefore wish, Sir, to move that further
consideration of this Bill should be postponed and thet this
Bill should be referred to a Joint Select Committeedf both
Houses o this Parlliament which will consder its
provisonsand which will report such recommendationsas
the Committee seesfit, and that this Joint Select Committee
of both Houses of this Parliament should have the power
to send for persons papersand records. | would also wish
to reserve my right to continue this second reading speech
after the matter has been brought back but | rather doulbt,
Sir, that | will exercise that right.

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question that further consideration of thisBill be
postponed until a later date was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, | beg to move
that this Bill be now referred to both Housesand | beg to
nominate the following personsto be Members o the Joint
Sdlect Committee The Honourable Member for Christ
Church South, the Honourable Member for St. Joseph, the
Honourable Member for St. Thomas, the Honourable
Member for Christ Church West, the Honourable Member
for St. Michael West Central and the Honourable Member
for St. Peter.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speeker, Sir, the
persons who will be sitting on the Select Committee an
behdf of the Opposition will be myself and the Honourable
Member for St. Lucy.




Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, | begto second thet.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Spesker, | begto move
that the Senate be invited to nominate 3 Members to
concur in the referring to this Bill to the Joint Select
Committee.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS | beg to second thet, Sir.

Rt. Hon. 0. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Spesker, | also beg to
move that the first meeting of the Joint Select Committee
be chaired by Y our Honour, the Speaker.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS | beg to second that, Sir.

The quegtion that this Bill be referred to a Joint
Sdect Committee and the Members so mentioned be
Membersd this Joint Committee war put and resolved in
the affirmativewithout division.

The question that the Senate be invited to concur in
the formulation of thisBill and to nominate 3 Members to
serve on this Joint Committee was put and resolved in the
affirmativewithout division.

ITEM NO. 5- TO MOVE THE SECOND READING OF
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL ON SUBSTANCE ABUSE
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1996

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS:; Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Bill
before the House is an amending Bill and Honourable
Members will recall that last summer that what was
formerly the Nationa Advisory Council on Drugs was
condtituted as a statutory board as the National Council on
Subgtance Abuse. It was established to provide some
autonomy and freedom of action to the Council with a
view to making it function more effectively, efficiently and
speedily. Prior to the passing of the substantive legidation
it was judt, as it were, a department or sub-department
within the Ministry of the Attorney General.

1220 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, since the Bill was passed as the 13th
Statute of 1995, the Council has made representations to
me that the Bill needed some amendments for its
refinement. Some were typographical and some were more
subgtantid. In particular, the position of Chief Executive
Officer was thought to be too high-powered a designation
for the person who is responsible for the day-to-day
management of what is redly a very smal executive
operation.

Aside.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: We discussed that. Then
there are al kinds of relativities between the Centra
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Government's Schedule of Personal Emoluments and
Statutory Boards, and it has been recommended that we
redesignate the chief executive officer, the person who is
responsible for the day-to-day management and
adminigtration of the Council, as Manager, and the
Government hes accepted that recommendation.

Sir, in relation to Clause 5, one of the consequences
of edtablishing a datutory board is to take over the
responsibilities of the former, as it were, unincorporated
body cdled the Nationd Advisory Council on Drugs
Members may recall that this body is funded by monies
voted by Parliament on behdf of the Government of
Barbados and contributions from United Nations Drug
Control Programme. It was the recommendation of the
Government's financia departments, such as Accountant
Genera and Auditor Generd, that thestatutory board could
take over the assets, liahilities, functionsand operations of
the unincorporated body that was formerly called the
Nationa Advisory Council on Drugs, but it would betidier
if we would providefor it specifically in the legidation. A
datutory board can only act within the powers vested in
that statutory board by Parliament. Thefunctionsset out by
the legidation cregting any statutory board are exhaustive.
If the statutory board tries to act outside thosefunctions, it
isultraviresand it can be restrained by court order.

We are therefore providing in Clause 5 that with
effect from the date of the commencement of the Act, al
assets, ligbilities, property, functionsand operations of the
Nationd Advisory Council on Drugs are deemed to be
transferred over to the Nationad Council on Substance
Abuse. That will enable them to have their own banki ng
arrangements and so on free from the Ministry of the
Attorney Generdl.

Mr. Speaker, origindly we looked at the way in
which the previous Government hed attempted to constitute
the Council, with a view to having as wide representation
aspossible,drawing on as meny disciplinesand interestsin
thecommunity as possible and we ended up with aCouncil
of 20. It has proven to be too unwidldy and it can retard
the work o the Council. As | say, the previous
Government and ourselvesweretrying to involveas many
peoplewho havea genuine, sincereinterest in thereduction
of the drug problem. | have been advised, and the
Government has accepted, that we should have a smaler
Council. Rather than specify a number as the origind Act
hed specified, we are leaving it flexible. To that extent,
Clause 6 providesfor the flexibility in the membershipby
using the vocabulary -

"The Council comprises a chairman, a deputy
chairman and such other members as the Minigter

appoints.”
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That gives me the flexibility to agppoint nine or 11, but
certainly not 20 again. Rather than have a specific number
to make a meeting of the Council quorate, again we have
left that flexible to say:

"A magority of the members of the Council shal
congtitute a quorum.”

rather than say 11 of 20 or whatever.

Sir, when the original Bill came to the House, the
Honourable Member for St. Michae West drew to my
dtention that the provisions which purported to deal with
conflicts of interest were obtuse, convoluted, complicated
and complex. | gave him the assurance then that | would
revisit it, because it was a nove collection of words that
was used. | do not know where it came from, but it was
too elaborate as to redly be amost nonsensical. | have
tried to keep my promise, | have revisited the matter and
Honourable Members will see on page 3 of the Bill Indent
14. (1). We have now put it on a very smple basis, and it
reeds.

"14. (1). A member who has any interet in a
company or firm with which the Council proposes to
enter into a contract or otherwise transact business
shall disclose to the Council the particulars of the
member's interest and details of the disclosure shall
be recorded in the minutes taken at the meeting at
which the disclosureis made.

2 A member referred to... [the word 'in'
shouldgoin there] ...sub-paragraph (1) shal not take
part in any deliberation or discussion o the Council
relating to the contract or business referred to in that
sub-paragraph.”

That is entirely in harmony with the provision that appears
in the Companies Act, where adirector of a company who
may beinterested in a contract with which the company is
interested is only required to disclosethe genera nature of
hisinterest, haveit recorded and then don't take part in the
ddiberations. So this now harmonises with the usud
provisions in the Companies Act.

Thosearethe main featuresdof thisamending Bill, Sir.
Next month, Sir, I will bein a position to give the House
during the Estimates debate more information about the
matter of drugs.
12.30 p.m.

| just want to say generaly that drugs till congtitute
the greatest threat to the social fabric of Barbados. We are
trying to deal with the problem on two fronts. demand
reduction and the supply side. The problem with the supply
sideis that Government's ability to wage war against drugs

successfully is constrained by financial circumstances, the
provision of equipment and vessels, aircraft and S0 on. It
isamost beyond Government's competenceadequately to
provide al the equipment that is necessary to redly be on
top of the matter. What we have had to do is to establish
liaison to put us through the regional security systems and
secondly through development of contractsand intelligence
with friendly countriesand agenciesto assist in preventing
drugsfrom coming into Barbados but drugs still comeinto
Barbados. Barbadosis a transshipment point.

As| said, we are trying to do our best on a regiona
basis to reduce the impact. We have been achieving quite
substantial success in cutting off drugs from entering
Barbados when we have the information and the
intelligence. Particularly the last few months we have had
success with potential marijuanaimportation into Barbados
in the north of the idand. We still are able to intercept
persons with comparatively small amounts of cocaine. We
have hed in the last 18 months or so success with one or
two attempted drops of large amounts of cocaine up north
but we have been able to deal with that when an
aircraft dropped many pounds of cocaine in St. Peter in
October 1994.

We have edablished very good relationships
paticularly with Britain and the USA and Canada.
Honourable Members will recall that on Christmas 1994
there were 5 persons who came here from England
ostensibly on holiday but went back with cartonsalegedly
o rum but in fact mixed with cocaine and the operations
were so well done in Barbados on the part of the police
that by the time they got to London, Gatwick they were
arrested and dealt with last year. The Barbados Police Drug
Squad was highly complimented during the trid of that
matter. | think it came off around September last year
because a number of them have gone to prison for a long
time.

As| said, we are constrained by lack of financeto be
even more effectiveon the supply side. However, Sir, there
are a number of friendly governmentswhich are prepared
to help the region in this war on drugs and in due course
the House will hear of some of the initiatives being taken.
| won't disclose anything at this stage.

On the demand side, what the Council of Substance
Abuse has to do is to pull together al of the disparate
agenciesthat are doing their own thing as it werein trying
to ded with demand reduction and act as a coordinating
agency. They are prepared to do this. Honourable Members
are aware that the police have officers who go and do
lectures in schools and groups trying to sensitise young
children about the dangers of drug use and abuse.
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The Ministry of Education does its part and the
Ministry of Hedlth; but one of thefunctionsof the Nationa
Council on Substance Abuse is now to pull together al of
these, coordinate the activity and make sure that we attack
this matter in a structured and organised way so that weare
developing what is caled a master plan for drugs. The
draft of the master plan should be ready by March 15 and
then to be approved by the Council shortly theresfter.

In the master plan what they are redlly setting out is
a broad drategy for the attack on drugs starting with
deve oping and expanding education, sensitising the public,
particularly the youth, about the problems of drugs. | am
confident that in this year there will be - | mean the year
1996 as distinct from the fiscal year - there will be
considerably moreactivity in thearea of information about
drugs. The Council has collected a tremendous amount of
materid, printed and electronic, in the sense of videos and
D on. We are getting requests from schools and from the
police to let them have some o the information that we
have, be it in brochures, pamphlets or videos The
coordinator has himsdf gone to schools and the most
recent is St. George Secondary to give lectures and show
films about the drug problem. A lot more of that is going
to be done by way of television advertising.

| hope the television station will be reasonable in its
charges because we have a small vote of about — $300 000
as between what UNDCP and the Government is puttingin.
Just as you have the ads for AIDS, for example, on
televison we want to develop a series of ads about drugs.
| must say the work of this council is not limited to
psychotropic substances. It will also be deding with the
problem o acoholism and we are developing programmes
to ded with dcoholism at the workplace and to sensitise
the public. We are going to be working very closdly with
the Task Force to collect a lot of statistical information
about the problems of not only hard drugs but the problem
of acoholism and so on.

| thought | would give Honourable Members a little
bird’s eye view of some of the areas of orientation and
activity of the Council. | beg to move, Sir, that this Bill be
now read a second time.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, | will be
very brief and | should like to ask the Minister for some
more ¢ cdion relative to clause 5 of this Bill. As |
understand the Financial Rules that apply in Barbados, if a
council existed before or however you style it and there
was an ad hoc organisation or an organisation set up even
pursuant to someadministrativedecision, then thefinancia
matters relative to the operation of tha Council have
nothing to do with the Council. It would be the Permanent
Secretary in the relevant Ministry who would be
responsible so that there is redlly nothing to transfer.

Therefore, this section, in my view, is a complete waste of
Parliament's time and is something that drafters should
have a better understanding of. There is nothing anybody
could have vested in any council established by a Minister
unless the individual members hold it persondly so that
thisdoes not tidy up anything. Thisis a complete waste of
Parliament'stimeand | believe that with respect to matters
like this that it may, in fact, send the wrong impression to
the public that councils or bodies which are established by
Ministers to advise them have some kind of asset holding
power, or they can create liabilities, or own property, or
have some other dealing in financial matters.

1240 p.m.

Now, the Minister has explained that the technicians,
he is quite right to do that, or, perhaps, the lack of
knowledge of these matters by the present council would
have led them to believe this, but there is absolutely no
basis in law or otherwise in this country for any Council
established by any Minister to hold any assets, incur any
liabilitiesor make any decision relativeto the allocation of
Government's finances. | want that message to go out very
clearly because, as | say, this section may unwittingly
midead people unless, of course, the Council in fact did
engage in the acquiring of assets, or the incurring o
liabilities, or the ownership of property which it would
have had no bass in lav or any other administrative
procedure to do.

Even when the United Nations, or specidized
agencies of the United Nations, or other entities make
grants or contributions to Barbados, it is the accounting
officer in the Ministry in which - let us say, you have an
Advisory Council on Women's Affairs - You have had
Advisory Councilson areasin education, hedth and in the
year of the family. All of these entities, yes, are given a
budget but the ultimate person who is respongble is the
Permanent Secretary in the Minigtry. As | say, in my very
humble submisson to the Attorney Genera, this
amendment was totally unnecessary and, in fact, makes a
mockery of theexisting legidation in this country. | would
only suggest that in matters of this sort the persons who
understand how Government's finances, including the
techniciansin the Ministry of Finance, would point out that
this redly is not curing anything unless the previous
council was illegaly undertaking activities which it should
not have undertaken.

| an not saying this to embarrass the Attorney
Generd because he has explained his position but | have
seen thiskind of foolishness before across my desk, and
the impression which some people want to give is that
councils and other bodies established by Government
exercise some kind of control over Government's finances,
and that is not the case.
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The second point | want to make relates to paragraph
14 of the First Schedule. | want once again to compliment
the Honourable Member for . Michael West who raised
this matter. | am glad the Attorney Generd responded to
the concerns of the Opposition. However, | would certainly
request that the Attorney General take thisfurther. Thereis
the Rural Commission Bill and there was another Bill that
was passed in this Chamber with Schedules which had
smilar disclosure clauses. We took the position then that
the member of the council should not participate.

| remember there was a big debatein here about what
isappropriatefor Cabinet Ministers when mattersin which
they may have an actual financial interest arise and it was
generally agreed that Minigters are required not only to
disclose but not to participatein that particular decision.
We took the position that therefore members of statutory
corporationsor councilswhich come under the authority of
the Minigter, that similar provision should apply. | an glad
to see that this has been codified in this way.

My only suggestion is that there are two or three
other pieces of legidation in which this would have come
up for which this provision in my view is crystal clear. In
somecasesthe legidation said that in theevent oneentered
into a contract and the person did not disclose that the
contractor should not necessarily lose the contract. We took
the very strong position that thet is not so that once the
contractor knew that a member of the Council or Board
had an interest that he should ensure that person discloses
that particular interest. | like this proposed amendment. |
believe this is the stance that should be adopted in
legidation of this sort and that this should be carried
forward into any other legidation relaive to the
establishment of statutory entities which have power to
dispose of, or acquire assets, or undertake other financid
mutters.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Spesker, firstof al let me say
thanks to the Attorney Genera for honouring the
commitment which he had made. | recdl very well that he
did indicate the first opportunity which presented itsdf he
would revisit the issue and | think | should put on the
record that | am satisfied that he has done it, and the
manner in which he has done it.

Now, | do not wish to use this opportunity to have a
mgor debate on drugs in Barbados because | do not think
we should seek to do that on an amendment, but thereisan
aspect of this which | wish to raise in relation to the
council as now constituted. Every time we talk about
substance abuse in this country we amost automaticaly
move to discuss drugs as such and | do not recall either
through the council, or in this House, or anywhereel se our
ever having a redly serious discussion about tobacco and
its usee

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: As a mater of fact, the
Honourable Member is saying from her seat that dlcohol is
the worst offender. | can touch on that but more
specificaly, | wish to suggest that "substance abuse' as
understood by the Council - the definitionin the Act itsdlf
is very clear.

"'Substance abuse’ means the ingestion, inhalation,
injection or application or administration by other
means of a substanceby an individua to his body to
the detriment of the physical, mental, psychological,
social or economic well-being of that individua, his
family or society as a whole."

| may say in passing, Sir, it isa most comprehensive,
lucid and desirable definition. Substance abuse therefore
extends, and the Council should extend its activity to
include the other areas of substance abusein this country.
1250 p.m.

Substance abuse extends and the council should
extend its activity to include the other areas of substance
abusein thiscountry. | take a very seriousview of whet is
happening to the young people of this country, not in
relation only to marijuanaor cocaine but in relation to our
failure, as a community, to mount a serious campagn
againgt cigarette smoking.

Mr. Speaker, | used to smoke, let me establish that |
used to samoke. Let us ded with the smoking and drinking
separately so that we do not trividizeit. | used to smoke
and | findly saw thelight more than 10 years ago. | do not
soeak as a convert. | spesk, more particularly, after |
became Miniser of Hedth - | had given up cigarette
smoking before then - | got very involved in the
knowledge relating to the danger of cigarette smoking.

When | was Minigter | banned smoking in dl the
public buildings of the Ministry of Hedth. | am very glad
to seethat it is continuing and | know that in the Hospital
there used to be a dight violation by persons who were so
addicted they could not help it. We became awaredf dight
violations and it was suggested that there ought to be an
area designated for the smokers. | felt that for the hedth
facilities we ought not to have such an area and that we
should berigid and insist that there shall be no smokingin
any of the hedlth facilities in Barbados. | think that still
holds.

What | should like to see the Government do is to
examine the possibility of bringing that restriction to al
Government buildings. Mr. Speaker, | know that that is
going to offend a number of people who fed that it is
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an assault on their rights. It might even offend persons
close to me who till smoke. | am able to say that, not
every time you bring information of goodwill to the people
you love that they will necessarily accept it on face vaue.
Getting peopleto stop from smoking is not easy.

But | think that the council - | am not going to say
the Government because there is alimit to how much any
Government can do — has a specific responshbility and |
think they should take it on board as part of their red
responsibility not only to deal with the hard and soft drugs
but to ded with substanceabusein the trueform, asit has
been described in the Act.

A few weeks ago, | read a confessional by a former
employee, an important person in Barbados at Barbados
Rediffuson Services. He spoke about the suffering he is
having now with emphysema. | know of one other person
whom | have known very well who has been my friend and
isin the medical professon and we are all aware of the
difficultieswhich have arisen, amost exclusively, because
of his continuing smoking habit, over many years.

| am pleased to say that, on this front bench - |
cannot speak for the backbench - we are very fortunate
that we are able to say that we represent good role models
in that regard. Thereis not a single smoker on the benches
o the Opposition, at least, the mgjority Opposition and we
are working on the minority Oppostion. We have been
working on it for a long time. | have reason to fed that
one or two persons have difficulty breaking the habit but |
think that, in terms of role modds, | am satisfied that
children start to smoke because they observe the adults that
they have respect for smoking. | am certain o that, in my
own head. When | started smoking it was because| wanted
to belike my father. Thereis no question in my mind that
there is something macho about smoking. There was then;
| do not believe it has changed.

But the rea danger of smoking does not become
apparent to he or she who smokes untii some time
subsequently. To the extent that we can stop a single
person from beginning, | think we have a responsibility,as
adults. To the extent that we can get those who are now
smoking to stop, we would be successful. But we have to
deal with those who have not yet started. We cannot tell
them how to live their livesin every respect. But | believe
that a systematic programme brought through the
ingtitutions and the education institutionswherever 2 or 3
are gathered together, if we can have a concerted
programme that we may, in fact, save alarge proportion of

our young people.

Mr. Speaker, | am fully aware that the tobacco
industry, first of al, in Barbados, the company that
functions in Barbados has been a good company. All

reportsindicate that it hasbeen agood company and | have
no vendetta againgt either the company or the people
involved. It has been a modd company, S0 far, as to how
it employs people dthough it has closed its manufacturing
activity and has now become a way dation. It is going
towards becoming no more than an importing agency for
the Headquarters company in the Caribbean which is now
in Trinidad and Tobago.

But, bethat asit may, | think the health of our people
is more important than any other condderation. Thereisa
doctor who has been battling for a long timein this area
| believe Dr. Gale has been successful, to some extent. His
passion for thisis sometimes, | think, sdlf-defeeting in that
there are persons who, on hearing his proselytiring turn off
immediately. He has been my constituentand | have talked
to him, from time to timeand suggest that he should soften
his approach. But | do not think heis capable of softening
the gpproach because he is passionate.

But, be that as it may, Sir, | hope that this council
will set part of its mgjor responsibility and thrust towards
the question of substance as it relates specificaly to
smoking. | do not believe that we should ever have any
child in a school smoking. | do not bdieve that the seniors
in a sixth form at any school ought to be permitted
inadvertently or otherwise to smoke. It should be clearly
understood - | am not suggegting that there is any
permissveness. | am not criticizing the Minisry o
Education. | an not setting out to do s0. | an merdy
saying that my own view - these are very. personal views
which | have. But | have seen someof my friendssuccumb
to smoking.

| know of one gentleman whom weall know who has
had 3 brushes. He stopped for a while and then, as far as
| know, he is back again. It is a powerful narcatic. It isa
pleasurable experience. No one who enjoys smoking will
give it up easily because it provides 2 aspects to ther
exisence. It gives a certain psychologica crutch in that
when certain activity occursin the brain there is an dmost
automatic resort to what, in effect, isa comforter. Thereis
no question about that.

Secondly, Sir, there is a certain amount of pleasure
from the actual narcotic asiit affects the mind or the brain.
But, be that as it may, it isimportant that we get the word
to the young people that smoking cigarettes may, in fact,
be much more detrimental than some of the other activity
which we decry on an ongoing basis.

There are some persons who say, "What about
dcohol?' The jury is still out on acohal, if it is not
abused. As a matter of fact, the health authoritiesare now
saying, in respect of moderate use of acohal, that it is
beneficia. | am not authorized nor am | qudified to
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soeak to the verity of that. What | can say is that where a
person isclearly identified by their personality t ype or their
physical makeup as a person that is likely to be addictive
to dcohal, al of the srictures which | just made on
cigarettes apply equaly and indeed more to that person
desigting from the use of acohol. You do not take long to
know that. Very early in aperson's lifethey becomeaware
o their tolerance to acohol or otherwise, but cigarette
smoking, when you have one, when you have the bonnavis
behind bath with the boys, when you have that one
cigaretteand then as it has now been clearly demonstrated,
the cigarette producers in the world are deliberately, with
malice, foxing the young people into the narcotics it is
necessary for any agency we have on substance abuse to
take it serioudy and approach it as a war.

1.00 p.m.

It is not a war for us | think that some
Honourable Members might be lost. They are never going
to stop. Maybe they do not want to stop. | hope they do
but 1 am not discussing those persons. | an discussing the
youth. | am discussing the young people and every
opportunity | get, including my own son, | preach. | will
not be as successful with him, it does not seem, as | would
be with the sons of other people. | hope other people will
work on my son but we have a duty to the young people,
especially the ones who are coming.

So, Mr. Speaker, | take the opportunity of these
amendments to put that in the record because | fed very
strongly about it. | know thereare some o my friendswho
think that there is no oneas dangerous as a person who has
been converted but | smoked my last packs on a day in
1985 and | have framed them in my study, beautifully
framed, and they are cdled Branford's last packs. Mr.
Speaker, with a lot of help | hope that many of my
colleagues would be able to say the same thing in due
course.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING
Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, | beg to

move that this House be suspended until 2.00 o'clock in
the afternoon.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: | beg to second that, Sir.
The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division and Mr. SPEAKER suspended the sitting
accordingly.

RESUMPTION
Mr. SPEAKER: This ditting is resumed.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: | beg to move that we
would recommit the item 'Notices on the Order Paper.

Mr. SPEAKER: If thereis no objection, so be it.

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg to
give notice of a Resolution to grant the sum of $850 000
from the Consolidated Fund and to place the same at the
disposal of the Government to supplement the Estimates
1995/96 as shown in the Supplementary Estimates1995/96,
No.12 which forms the schedule to this Resolution.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: | beg to second that.

Mr. SPEAKER: Government Business is resumed.
Order No. 5.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | riseto
wind up the Second Reading of thisBill and in doing so |
will investigate the point raised by the Honourable Leader
of the Opposition in relation to Clause 5, except to say
that, for example, the council has received in its own name
from the Private Sector supplies and materials for use in
the programmes. That is why they are advised to becareful
about that matter and have it transferredover by enactment
rather than leaveit. | think the Honourable Member has a
point but even though the Council may have a subprogram
in the Estimates, it is redly a subprogram under the aegis
of the Ministry.

| aso wish to express gratitude to the Honourable
Member for St. Michael West for extending the debateinto
the area of cigarette smoking. | did say that the Council
sees it as its responsibility, not only to deal with psycho-
tropic substances but also adcoholism and will refer the
concernsand the suggestionsof the Honourable Member to
the Council. | an sure, in due course, they will give
attention to that matter of smoking.

Smoking isa matter on which thereare several views
and | understand the concerns of people in Barbados but |
am not going to pontificate in this area because | do not
know enough about it except to say that there is still
condderable evidence that people of Europe and South
America are perhaps going to be the last to take the
warnings about smoking serioudly. They still smoke quite
alot in Europe and in South America. | have not been to
Chinasince 1979. It seemsthat theevidenceis not festured
as being conclusivein al parts of the world. That isal |
will say on it, Sir.

Mr. Speaker, in respect of paragraph 14 o the
Firss Schedule, | have in fact checked the
Rurd Development Commisson Bill that was passed
last year. The form of words in that Bill is different from
the form o wordsin theorigina Substance AbuseBill
but «ill | think it was overdone, Sr. | an
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not sure that they would have achieved much. | must
confessthat | did not remember at the time when we were
going to do the amendmentsthat | had also promised to do
the amendments to that Bill. | am graeful to the
Honourable Member for reminding me and | will draw it
to the attention of the Minister of Agriculture who is
responsiblefor that area of legidation that at an appropriate
time he can make recommendationsfor amendmentsaong
the lines of the amendments that we have done to this Bill
and incorporateit as paragraph 14 to the First Schedule.
215 p.m.

| beg to move that this Bill be now read a second
time.

The question that the Bill be now read a second time
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

On the motion of Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS, seconded
by Hon. MissB. A. MILLER, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair
and the House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. W. C.
C. CALLENDER in the Chair.

COMMITTEE
Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Houseisin Committee.
Clauses | to5 were called and passed.
Clause 6 was called.

Hon. D. A. C. SAIMMONS: | beg to movethat Clause
6 stand part and in so doing | beg to move a little
amendment on page 3 to Clause 6 (¢) (2) where it says,
Sir, that a Member referred to sub-paragraph 1 shall not
take part in any deliberation and discuss it. It should read:
"A Member referred to in sub-paragreph 1" and | beg to
insert the word "in" before the word sub-paragraph.

Aside,

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: It is on that copy. OkKay,
Sir. | will then withdraw that. So | beg to movethat Clause
6 stand part, Sir.

The question that Clause 6 stand part was put and
resolved in the affirmative without division.

Clause 7 was called and passed.

On the motion of Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS, seconded
by Hon. R. C. EASTMOND, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the
passing of one Bill in Committee and Mr. SPEAKER
resumed the Chair and reported accordingly.

On separate motions of Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS,
seconded by Hon. MissB. A. MILLER, the Bill wasread a
third time and agreed to.

ORDER NO. 7 - TO MOVE THAT THIS HOUSE
RESOLVE ITSELF INTO COMMITTEE OF
SUPPLY TO CONSIDER THE GRANT OF

SUMS OF MONEY FOR THE SERVICE
OF BARBADOS

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg to
move that this House resolve itsdf into Committee of
Supply to consider certain grants of sums of money for the
service of Barbados and that Your Honour do now leave
the Chair.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question that the House resolve itsdf into
Committee of Supply was put and resolved in the
affirmative without divison, and Mr. W. C. C.
CALLENDERn the Chair.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. CHAIRMAN: This House is in Committee of
Supply.

HEAD 36 - TO MOVE THE PASSING OF A RESO-
LUTION FOR $450 403 FROM THE CONSOLI-
DATED FUND TO SUPPLEMENT THE
ESTIMATES 1995-96 AS SHOWN IN
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES
1995-96, No. 11

Hon. MissH. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, | wish
a the outset to state that the Ministry of Hedth seeks a
supplementary in the sum of $450 403 and to indicate to
this Chamber that thisis one of two supplementaries that
the Ministry will be bringing to this Chamber this wesk.
This first supplementary which | will speak of in greater
detail in a few minutes relates to the supply of provisions
at the Psychiatric Hospita and the second supplementary
which is anticipated that the House will debate on Friday
will relate to the monies for the Queen Elizabeth Hospital
and in particular the funding of staff and the payment o
staff emoluments at that ingtitution. Now at the beginning
o thisfinancia year,. Sir, | believe that the sum of $1.8
million was approved under thisgeneral item for provisions
and food and other suppliesfor the Psychiatric Hospitdl.
The money related primarily to the provision of food but
aso to supplies for cleaning, laundry and genera
detergents, other cleaners for floors and so on. The vote
has now been exhausted and the Ministry has to have it
supplementea in order to carry on to the end of the
financid year.
2.25 p.m.

| wish at the outset, Sir, to explain the circumstances
in which this supplementary is sought and to make




243¢

the public aware of the growth of the psychiatric
inditution. Mogt of the time the public tends to focus on
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. What many people do not
rediseistha in fact while the Queen Elizabeth Hospita is
a600-bed institution, the PsychiatricHospita hassome 900
beds and stretches over a 30-acre compound.

In the last few years, with the problems relating to
structural adjustment, with an increasing number of drugs
in the society,

(1) there has been an increase in the number of
people being admitted to the Psychiatric
Hospital as patientson a full-time basis;

(2) people being remanded to the Psychiatric
Hospitd from the courts; and

(3) an increase in the number of people who are
day patients, who get some sort of community
care or care at the Psychiatric Hospita on a
daily basis, or on a sporadic bass, but where
they may come in and spend only a day or a
few hours, get their treatment and leave.

In fact, in 1994 some 623 people were in-patients at the
hospital. By 1995 that number had grown to 657, with
about 100-day patients and a further 20 at the Roseville
House, the halfway house, also being provided for out of
this vote. In the year 1994 some 1 503 patients were
admitted to the Psychiatric Hospitd for variousreasons. A
year later, in 1995, we saw an increase to 1 602, with 118
being admitted as a result of remand orders from the court
in 1994, and an increase in 1995 in the number o people
remanded to the PsychiatricHospita from the court to 147.

To go on giving the background in terms o the
figures, in 1994 a total number of 1 987 client patients
were provided for, whilein 1995, 2 148 so you will see the
growth in the numbers of people coming into the
Psychiatric Hospital into the various programmes offered
there. One of the consequences of thisis therapid increase
in the need for food and other supplies to facilitatefeeding
dl of the people who are on the compound, including staff
members, and doing the laundry, the linen, clothing and
other laundry for al the patients. It a'so means that there
isan increasein the number of supplies used to clean dl
the areas of the hospital, and so on. In fact, the hospita
compound itself was expanded when the Psychiatric
Hospita took over what used to be the original plant of the
Black Rock Polyclinic, which is now relocated a another
site on Black Rock Man Road. All of these things have
contributed to the increasing numbers and the need to
supplement this vote.

There are a number of other things which | want to
draw to theattention of the Chamber. Oneis that the drug
addiction service, which the public may be aware of, part

of which had been rel ocated to the St. Joseph Hospital, was
returned to the Psychiatric Hospital in April of last year
with the closuredf the St. Joseph Hospital complex and the
programmebeing run at the Psychiatric Hospital instead of
from the St. Joseph Hospitdl.

I would wish, Mr. Chairman, however, even with
what | have said and in telling the House that this vote we
are now seeking to give to the Psychiatric Hospital will
bring the votefor Food and Suppliescloser to that given to
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, to make the point that the
Governmentis concerned about the high degree of mobility
that exists in relation to Government supplies throughout
the Government Service. There is a concern in relation to
this vote that the rate at which we are being asked to
increase it, despite the rationale | detailed earlier, is not
necessarily commensurate with the rate of growth o the
ingitution. We believe firmly asa Government that serious
management systems have to be put in place, not only at
the Psychiatric Hospital but throughout the system, to make
sure that where the Government votes money for the
provison o food and other supplies for Government
institutions, the food and supplies reach the persons for
whom they are truly intended and do not wak away from
the indtitutions into the businesses and kitchens of other
persons.

In trying to get control of thisvote and improving the
managing systems existing, we have established a situation
where we are moving towards a plated service rather than
alarge, bulk service; wherethereisadietitianin placewho
will more carefully monitor the stock of food and supplies;
where we will look at the security measures in place in
relation to securing the compound, because part of the
problem at the Psychiatric Hospital in particular is that the
daff areas and the storage and supplies areas are within
very close proximity without any security existing for the
supplies. In addition to that, there are no controls at the
gaein relation to vehiclesexiting with supplies that arethe
hospital's and that should remain on compound. These are
al concerns which we need to have and have to look at if
this vote is going to be controlled.

There is no unwillingness on the pat o this
administration to provide proper mealsand proper supplies
for patients who are in Government institutions, but we
have a responghility as a Government to ensure that the
indtitutions are sufficiently well managed that we can keep
control of all our votesand all our suppliesand that we can
accurately predict, because thisis what this speaks to, that
you have a number of patients, you know how many
people are going to be coming and you can roughly
approximate by experience what it will cost to feed a
certain number. Yet, despite that, the vote is exceeded far
beyond what is origindly requested as being the sum
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necessary to support the services being provided. Though
the Opposition seems to think that there is some degree of
levity in this, it truly isa very serious matter, because there
is a perception abroad that once there is an absence o
something Government will find the money to stock it
back, to resupply it somehow and that you can treat
Government's property with extremedisregard. There have
been severd examples throughout the system where
Government's property disappears, where there is not
proper control of inventory, where there are not proper
management systemsin place to ensure that Government's
property is not lost from the inditutions where it is
intended for. | am trying to speak very frankly in relation
to this matter. | also want to indicate to the Chamber the
kinds of measures that are being put in place to ensure a
higher level of control and security in relaion to supplies.
There must be some degree of accountability when stocks
and supplies disappear. There must be proper inventory
kept of the stocks and materials when they come in. The
private sector has systemsin place where security checks
take place to ensure that there is not massive pilferage of
the private sector supplies.

2.35 p.m,

We must have a smilar policy in relation to
Government. We must stop the view that the Government
will continue to provide no matter what happens with the
supplies and the stock. The private sector because their
profit margin depends on the control of their stock and
supplies put measures in place. We have to be equaly
vigilant of the taxpayers money and the way in whichitis
expended. These large inditutions like the Psychiatric
Hospitd, like the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, have been run
for years without financia comptrollers and proper
management systems. These must be put in place. It is not
reasonablein 20th century Barbadosto ask an indtitution to
spend a vote of $69 million in the case of the Queen
Elizabeth Hospita and severa milliondallarsin thecased
the PsychiatricHospita without having in placeafinancia
comptroller, the proper management staff and the proper
management system to ensure not only that Government
policy iscarried out but that the placeis efficiently run and
effectively managed, to ensure that the highest quaity of
services including adequate amounts of medls and that the
medls are not mobile in terms of the Psychiatric Hospitd
and others, that these systems are put in place to protect
those patients. It is of particular concern in the case of the
Psychiatric Hospitd because the patients are not in a
position to make complaintsin the way that peoplein the
Queen Elizabeth Hospitd would be able to say that they
have not hed a medl today or that their meals came without
meet or that they have a problem with their food.
Therefore, we must be al the more vigilant to ensure that
those patients whose mental and physical state stop them
from being in a position to defend themselvesand to stand
up for their own rights we who are the policy makers and
the policy directors and managers must ensure that these
people are protected.

| don't know Mr. Chairman, that | can spesk any
more frankly on this matter. | have indicated the measures
that are being put in place and need to be put in place to
ensure control of the stock and | have indicated whet |
think the problems are, the extent to which the problem is
a genuine problem of growth in the numbers coming into
theingtitution and where beyond thegrowth of the numbers
coming into the indtitution there is a haemorrhage from
another source.

In those circumstances, Sir, | would ask that Head 36
gtand part.

Mr. L. A. WEEKES: Mr. Chairman, in some way |
have been surprised and caught off guard by the Minister's
presentation. | am not surethat the Minister recognisesthat
first and foremost under our system of Government that a
Minister isresponsiblefor dl such matters that come under
his or her portfolio. Therefore, | was taken aback to see a
shift, placing the responsibility from the Minister to the
servants. In simplelanguage the only way they can take up
food is to sted it.

To my certain knowledge, and | can tel you my
certain knowledge, because | have had a very close
asociation from the very early days of Mr. Hope. You
may not know him, but he was the senior officer in charge
of that inditution and that is years ago. Gate control, Sir?
You could not go in that place like a thoroughfare,’ Sir.
Quite frankly, |1 am shocked that the Minister could come
to the House and make these kinds of statements knowing
full well that her responsibility on thefirst day of taking up
responsibility was to acquaint hersdlf or to get knowledge
as to the departments as they are. | have no doubt that
most Ministers when they are appointed do what we call a
familiarisation tour. Where was the Minigter at this time?
Two years have gone and now we are hearing that al the
blame mugt be placed on people who have no respongbility
in thisarea.

It is a direct chadlenge to the Manager in the first
place. Heis not doing his job. That is what you are saying.
Thedtaff isincompetent. Not only that, Sir, your Estimates.
Remember my words when the Estimates were drawn up,
| drew to the Minister's attention that | believed those
edimates were inadequate. | said that because as |
understand how things develop the Minister gave us a
number of figures from 1994 or thereabout. What kind of
Minister can we have recognising that there is a
devedopmental growth in numbers and still come up with
an egtimate that reflects that you will have to come back to
Parliament for this supplementary.

| am not againgt the Supplementary, because if you
have people you must feed them. What surprises me too -
| undersand now the dietician is tied in with security:
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How do those two things tie in? In one instance, she said
that the food is being teken away and if adieticianis there,
there will be some kind of surveillance.

| am not so sure | understand the Minister's podtion
and maybe she can explain it a little better to me. It is
aurely a case of the Minister's irrespongbility and | am
saying that from the Floor of this Houseon the basis of the
information that she gave. She put the facts and she said
that al these thingsaretrue. If they are true, it means that
some heads mugt roll. The Minister did not indicate that
such would be the case. | understand the question of
change in management but even in those days, Sir, with
non-professonds.. | get carried away sometimeswith this
ideadf control officersand these high sounding names but
we had people who probably only had a minimal education
but through the system they acquired a perfect knowledge
as to how to run those institutions. Maybe the Minigter
needs to draw a little closer to some of those people and
get some knowledge. My view is that the Minister ought
not to pass the buck at this stage. She should take fulll
responsibility and take full blame and we on this side
would understand how to accommodate her becausewe are
not going to vote againgt the Resolution because we
understand that supplementaries are necessary.

One of the things | was led to believe in this
Chamber during the session that forecasting would be so
accuratethat there would not be any need for haf amillion
dollars. | don't want to tie thisin with the Queen Elizabeth
Hospitad because that is a separate entity by itself.
Certainly, 3r, detergents are necessary. Wha is the
problem with the laundry? | think one needs to hear what
is the problem with the laundry. For years we have been
having some problems with it but | an not so sure that it
was ever solved and | thought that the Minister would be
in a better position than those whom she succeeded because
that was the cry. They knew the solutions to the problem
and we would not have expected that the same problem
would il exist after 2 years. | am sure the Minister would
want to say something in respect of the laundry. We must
have gotten something done about that. | have a vague
recollection that there was some solution that the clothes
were sent out. | will not accuse any person of anything |
am not sure of but | believethat the laundry itself, like the
hospital, has a problem. Mr. Speaker, the Minister needs
not get cold feet on the matter, but she must listen carefully
to what responsibility and competence mean. If you are a
competent person then these problems ought not to surface
after two years. Maybe the Minister might have been like
some other people, beieving that the Psychiatric Hospita
is a place for society you do not deal with.

245 p.m.

There are other problems at the Psychiatric Hospital
as well. We have had problems of persons dying and no
one has been able to say anything clearly on the matter.

Aside.

Mr. L. A. WEEKES: Asa Minister you ought to give
the House the assurance that these thingsare under control.
That is the basis of your responshility and that is
ministerid Government. That is the system we operate.
Last week | understood a directivewas sent to somedf the
departments not to give information.

Aside.

Mr. L. A. WEEKES. Worse still. It isa very difficult
dtuation. | am redly targeting the Minister. What | an
trying to say to the Minister is that her responsibility is of
such that it is a very serious responsibility when you have
to take taxpayers money and useit in that way. Therefore,
my contribution is to get the Minister to understand that
she cannot blame anybody for anything that happened in
her Minigtry other than to punish those people. If therules
provide for punishment, punish them. But we expect the
Minister to come to this Chamber and take full
responsibility and give us the assurance that these things
are going to develop in a better way.

| want to say one thing to the Minigter. You tak a
lot, speek alot, but we never get further than that. | think
it is about time that actions follow that. | say thet in this
regard. You are promising to set up a management system.
If you say you are going to st it up, do not let us come
back next year lamenting the fact that somebody did not do
anything. We need to seeit in place. | am sure that we on
thisside will give you the full support you requirebecause
we are al committed to hedlth care in Barbados at the
highest level and if | sound a bit carried away by what is
happening, it is because | was part of the hedth scheme
and | expect we must give whatever we can to make sure
that our systems function effectively.

There is another problem about the Psychiatric
Hospitd | just want to raise and it is the domestic area.
There were times when the sewage overflowed and the
residents in those areas used to complain. | think | did
draw it to the manager's attention once or twice and he
suggested to me that it was a question of pumping off the
water and so on. | suppose because we are not having alot
of ran now we may not be having this problem but | am
not saying that it happened yesterday, day before, or even
in your time, but these were problemsthat did surface.

One last problem which | think | can raise with the
Minister which | think she would feel exposed to do is that
the Psychiatric Hospital used to have its own market
gardening areaand they used to do that, | suppose, to assist
the hospital itself. Many of the patients could be fed from
the very same project. If you go down there, you would see
a whole wide open area of bush. The fam mill is not
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working. You know what hes happened? The adjoining
rastas have taken over. They are planting, and all this is

happening in your Ministry.

One or two things | would make a plea for, either
resort to thesystem in which theinstitution could help feed
itself, or dlow those residents, those young people who |
believelikefarmingand rather than alow the bush and rats
to gather in the ares, lease it to them. They would raise
rabhits, goats, sheep and probably help with reducing the
bill. That is the other area | think the hospital can help
itself. It has enough land thet it can produce these kinds of
vegetables.

Mr. Chairman, my contribution isusualy a 15-minute
onein these circumstancesand | only want to impress upon
the Minister that we are not against anybody. We are for
better conditions. We want to see the mord of our staff
high because | an amost certain that any dlant made on
those people who have to serve that ingtitution may very
well take offence to the fact that they may be involved in
some underhand and criminal activity.

| will. tell you this, Sir. This is nothing new. In al
indtitutions you get some form of mischief. But that same
ingitution | remember as a boy, | do not know if we hed
ministerid status then, but at the gate you could not come
out of the gate like that. There were people there where
Security was tight 0| am a bit a alossto understand that
there is no security there. | redlly feel that something hes
gone wrong and | am appedling to the Minister that
whatever system she puts in place make sure that these
aess are well covered and that, at least, the taxpayers
would be spared some of the losses mentioned. | an not
blaming the staff because | am not privy to anything about
anybody taking away from the ingtitution but #f you make
that statement, remember thereis a consequencefor it, and
your staff would want to be defended that they are not the
people who have been indulgingin thesekinds of activities.

Mr. Chairman, | think | have responded adequately to
what the Minister said. | hope that when we come back to
discuss this we would discussit on a higher level and we
will see the ingtitution as not one in which there are only
drug addicts- | see themtoo. They cometo therailswhen
the Crop Over is on and they come up and have a good
time. They are till part of the community and | think we
still treat them as human beings. For me, Sir, a person who
issufferingin thet state, we should make them feel part of
the community. As a result of that, | hope the upgrading
and management of whatever they are taking about will
bring some kind of enlightenment and happiness to the
peoplein that ingtitution.

Thank you.

Dr. R. L. CHELTENHAM: | wish, Mr. Chairman, to
make a few remarks concerning the Queen Elizabeth
Hospitd.

Aside.
Mr. CHAIRMAN: Do you still wish to speek?

Dr.R. L. CHELTENHAM: No, Mr. Chairman. In the
circumstances | will let the opportunity pass. | an told |
can keep my remarks for Friday.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, the
contributions on that side seem to be getting shorter as
each new Member gets up to spesk. | must confess that
having heard the Minister of Health, somebody who wes
the shadow Minister who normally has alot to say on any
subject gpesk with such subdued tones and for such a short
period of time, | felt it was necessary to get to the bottom
of this particular Resolution which was followed by nmy
good friend, the Honourable Member for St. Joseph who
had even less to say on this Resolution, but alot should be
said about it and | do not normaly get into mattersrelating
to hedth. It is probably thefirst time except when it comes
to matters which affect my constituentsthat | have gotten
into this debate.

There are some matters that need clarity. That clarity
may have to comefrom elsewhere but I, nevertheless, wish
to put the matter on the record because it concerns me
deeply that the introduction of this Resolution was not
accompanied by the kind of explanation which one would
think is reasonable. It is aways easy to cast aspersonsin
whatever language you use, and all of usin here are till
bright people who understand the English Language.

255 p.m.

All of us in here are skilled bright people who
understand the English Language. Some like me only
understand the English Language. | do not have any
pretensions to understanding any other languageso | listen
carefully.

The Honourable Member for S. James South is
following, historicaly, on a tradition where her party hes
said that the big problems in Barbados were that the
Government of the day was engaged in some kind of
corruption or ‘thiefing. Now that the Barbados Labour
Party forms the Government, it is not the Opposition any
more, the blame has now shifted from the Oppostion to
unnamed personsin hedlth ingtitutionswho are now guilty
of the 'thiefing' and the surreptitiousremoval of supplies
and other items from the hedlth ingtitutionsin thiscountry.

Aside.




Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: They are negligent. If
they are not 'thiefing' | want to make it clear they are
negligent because the Minister said supplies are

disappearing.
Aside.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: In common parlance in
this country, negligence is 'thiefing' too. The Barbados
Labour Party's own sandards. The common understanding
of the word 'thiefing' includes negligence, the negligence
of Ministers.

That brings me to the second point that the
Honourable Member for St. Michael North West has raised
which is that now we are hearing that, in matters of this
sort, the ultimate responsibility does not liein the Minister,
that it is quite acceptable for the Minister to parade and
plaster hisor her officials with the blamefor theills which
attend public institutions.

Let me tell you why this resolution has to be
laughable. Again, anybody going on the streetsof Barbados
would know. What linen is it that is being washed at the
Psychiatric Hospital? Do you mean the linen that people
bring in for their relatives to use?

We ae hearing every day about the absence of
supplies in hedth ingtitutions. The officials and the
managersof the health institutionsare saying, yes, they do
not have supplies and yet we can have a supplementary
saying that they are doing more washing of linen and
clothing. This does not square with the experience of the
average citizen in this country. The persons who use these
institutions are the persons for whom the Minister always
claim theright to get up in here and defend their position,
their space in this country. They have to scramble
whenever one of their relatives is admitted to a health
institution in Barbados and carry linen, other clothing and
food.

That brings me to the third point. What is it that the
dietitian has done, relative - because | want the patients at
the Psychiatric Hospital to hear that read into the record
and hope that the Press carries it because that is where we
would discover whether in fact the quality of food has
improved and whether people at the Psychiatric Hospital
are enjoying higher nutrition or, for that matter, lower
because it does not really speak to the issue. It says the
quality and quantity of food provided for patients. | am
reading from the Addendum which, in itself, is more
fulsome in its explanation than anything the Minister has
said in here.

What is it then that the patients are now receiving at
the Psychiatric Hospital that has improved in quality in
recent time. What quantities are they now receiving that

2442

has so dramatically improved? Those details are very
important. | hope the Minister will get them from the
sources who know, even though there is a gag order on at
certain health institutions. | hope that gag order will not
apply to Parliament as well and that Parliament will be
given the information that the citizens of this country are
being denied again, either because of the negligenceof the
ultimate repository of power in the Ministry of Health in
permitting health professionsto apply gag ordersin relaion
to their staff or health professionals acting outside of the
scope of their responsibility and remit which also, at the
end of the day, should reflect my understanding of the
Westminster Model and even the former Barbados Labour
Party's understanding because that is the Barbados L abour
Party in Opposition as distinct from the Barbados L abour
Party in Government.

Aside.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Their then understanding
of Westminster Government which is that the ultimate
responsibility lies with the Minister.

We have had a lot of talk in here over the years.
Many things, CARIFESTA and so on. The Honourable
Member for St. George South had a rough time. One of the
greatest charges in financial recklessness was laid at his
feet. He never avoided it.

Mr. L. R. TULL: On a point of order, Sir. | have
never heard, anywherein Barbados, in Parliament or in the
villagesany accusation of financial recklessnesslaid at my
feet. | wish the Honourable Member would withdraw that,
Sir.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: | apologize if that is the
way he has interpreted it. The Minister of Education who
was negligent in not being able, after CARIFESTA in
1981, to accurately, adequately and swiftly account for the
expenditure relating to CARIFESTA. | am saying that the
Honourable Member for St. George South never denied it.

Aside.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Do you want me to be
more charitable?

Mr. L. R. TULL: On a point of order, Sir. The
Honourable Member is making some grave
misrepresentations. One is that this Minister was Minister
of Culture for one month after CARIFESTA.

Secondly, Sir, unless the Constitution and the Rules
have changed, this Minister has never yet been responsible
for the financesin his Ministry. | have always understood
the Permanent Secretary, according to the Rules, to be the
accounting officer and responsible for all expenditure.
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Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, that is why |

the Permanent Secretary for Culture should have been in
this House. | am only being...

Aside.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: ...facetious. | have given
the Honourable Member enough pressure on it. But he has
never shifted the blame to anybody, until now. Thisis the
first time that | am hearing that the blame for this should
be shifted. The Miniger is the ultimate repository o
responsibility in this Chamber.

Mr. Chairman, what this tells us is either there was
not adequate planning when the Estimates came to this
Chamber, and | wish to refute that allegation, even if |
meant it because the Right Honourable Prime Minister
made it very clear that Estimates meetings were convened
early, people shuffled paper and worked very hard on
having clear, accurate Estimates and that what he brought
to public affairs, in this country, was his ability to forecast
and that these kinds of silly, time wasting supplementaries
were a thing of the past, that Ministers were going to be
called to account by him and that there would be none of
this foolishnessthat went on, under the Democratic L abour

Party.

What this would tdl you is that, obvioudy, the
Minister of Hedth did not hear him at that time, she did
not heed his advice or his ingtructions and now you have
a dtuation in which an additiond sum of $400 odd
thousand isbeing requested. Thisisjust for the Psychiatric
Hospita because as the Honourable Member for St. Joseph
now knows we will be dealing with the QEH shortly. That
is another set of money for which adequate forecasting,
adequate planning in the hedth sector and so on have all
gone through the window.

3.05 p.m.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, | want to go the last step o the
way and tell the Minister that | do not accept any.of her
recommendationsor view points on detection of pilferage.
| accept none of her promises to ook into it because, Mr.
Chairman, | accepted the promises which the Honourable
Minister gave the public aout the drug service. | am
timing that carefully. Mr. Chairman, Sir, there was
supposed to be a full investigation. The police were caled
in. All kinds of activities were undertaken and to this day
the public of Barbados has not been told.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, | rise
on a point of order. In relation to the matter to which the
Honourable Member for St. John is aluding, becauseheis
not specifically stating, the police were carrying out an
investigation into the drug service. It has nothing to do

with me. | am not the Commissioner of Police. | did not
say anything about investigation into the drug service. The
police were investigating a matter in the drug service
this notion that there would be investigative enquiries
which | authorised and so, is not true, is not accurate. The
police had a report. The policeacted on a report. They are
carrying out investigations. It is nothing to do with me In
fact theentire Ministry of Hedlth hascooperated fully with
the policein relation to this matter but we are not carrying
out any investigation. | do not want it to be suggested, as
the Honourable Member for St. John is seeking to do, that
we are trying somehow to shift an investigation. | cannot
take that, Sir.

Mr. D. J H. THOMPSON: Now, Mr. Chairman, |
agree. The Honourable Member for St. James South said
that the only thing she was doing was ingtructing her
officers, and | saw this somewhere, to cooperate with the
police. | assumethat prior to that they were not cooperating
and it was necessary for the Minigter to intervene to tell
them to cooperate. She did that. | accept that. Now, we
have jus had a promise that in the event that there is
disappearance and | assume it aso means thieving by
anybody, including the staff at the PsychiatricHospitd, that
atempts would be made by every means within the
Government's power, which of course has to be via the
police force, if not | would have to be asking the
Honourable Attorney Generad some questions, but the
police are not above questions. Let us make that clear
inside here. If an investigation is undertaken then | assume
that the Government has a duty, based on its public
gatements, to tdl us the result of that investigation. If it
has been abandoned then we should be told it has been
abandoned. If not somebody is going to say there is a
cover-up in the Ministry of Hedth. | do not want to say
now, though it could be said, that there is some kind of
cover-up relative to the drug service in Barbados by
somebody somewhere. That could be said, because a full
year has passed and it is easier for Barbadians to get drugs
in Trinidad from the Barbados Drug Service then it is to
get them in Barbados apparently. That iswhat | am hearing
from my congtituents. People who use the polyclinics
cannot get drugs in Barbados. People who use hedth
facilitiesin this country cannot get drugs but if they took
a plane from Barbados and went to another Caribbean
Idand, apparently they could get those drugs at a certain
price. If that does not need investigation and immediate
action by the officids in the Ministry of Hedlth, | do not
know what does. That is why | am saying that there is no
basis on which | can accept the opening remarks of the
Honourable Minigter of Hedlth and | make the assumption
that there is going to be some kind of additiona
information which will dlay the fears of citizens of this
country about the red deterioration in hedth services in
this country, including the provision of basic amenities,
management and medicd attention, at al of our hospitals
including the Psychiatric Hospitdl. | will return shortly, Sir.
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HisHonour R. D. MARSHALL: Mr. Chairman, | rise
to support this Resolution brought to this House by the
Honourable Minister of Hedth.

Mr. Chairman, like so many other Third World
Countries, Barbados has found itsdlf in a Stuation where
many o itsyoung people have been caught up in a serious
drug problem and have found themselves being taken out
of the maingtream of the society. These people have found
themsalves, someaf them through their own valition, going
to the Psychiatric Hospita for help and some of them have
been sent there by the Magistrates Courts.

Mr. Chairman, this is putting an extra burden on the
Hospita . When they go to the hospital sometimesthey are
there for long periods of time. Some visit there on
mornings and go back home in the evenings and in this
way it puts an extra burden on the suppliesthat are used to
feed these people. This ingtitution lies just adjacent to the
congtituency that | represent. | pass there quite often and |
can see the large numbers of young people there.

Mr. Chairman, people who are sck mentally, and
otherwise, need proper nutrition in order to convaesce and
to put a dietitian on the staff on afull time basis, Sir, isa
very good shot on the part of the ingtitution in order to
help these people. So | do not see anything wrong with us
voting money there to pay these peopleand to improvethe
quality of food and the quantity of food that would nourish
these people back to hedth.

On the appearance of the laundry, when you are
dealing with people who are sick, some of them sick in
their minds, it is not the same thing as deding with the
same people say, at the QEH who would not be destroying
and dirtying asfast as these peopleand | can ssewhy there
would be a need for more detergents and cleaning materials
and so for the ingtitution.

Mr. Chairman, | just want to say that | compliment
the Minigter and that this Resolution has my full support.
| thank you.

Mr. D. &. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Chairman, | take this
opportunity to enter this debate at this point in time. Over
one year ago | warned the then Minister that she has to be
very careful how she is prepared to dea with public
finances. At that time, Sir, we were not dealing with the
Psychiatric Hospitd but we were dedling with the
Sanitation Service Authority. She assured me that she had
given acommitment to the Sanitation Service Authority to
submit for whatever they wanted.

315 p.m.

Aside.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: | am speakingto theissue.
You cannot off-track me and | am saying, Mr. Chairman,
to come in here today and make a charge about people
sguandering money when...

Aside.

Mr. D. &. E. KELLMAN: ..Mr. Chairman, to come
in here and give the impression that things are dipping
through the back door of the Psychiatric Hospital when she
was warned that she has to be careful how she dlows
people to spend money a different Government
Departments, she gave the impression that she was quite
prepared to dlow it to happen. If she has changed her
mind, | am prepared to agree with her.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: On a point of order,
Sir. | mug take objection to the Honourable Member for
St Lucy of his remark which suggeststhat | supported at
some point squandering of taxpayers money. | have never
said it and | take it strong objection to his framing his
remarksin that way.

Mr. D. &t. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Chairman, it is written
in Hansard. | have asked for the debate but it cannot be
found as yet because | remembered when we wanted
money to correct the problems at Mangrove. | warned her
and she said no problem. | remember her looking to the
Honourable Member for St. Thomas and she asked him if
she was right in her head. | remember that well. So | an
saying, Mr. Chairman, if she has changed her mind now,
I have no problem with that becausel understand now that
she is looking after the interest of the taxpayers money.
But you cannot correct that problem by employing a
financia controller at the Psychiatric Hospital. What you
need to do is to employ a stockroom controller and not a
financia controller. All you need is for somebody to
account for what is coming in and what is going out. That
isal that is needed. Do you mean that things are so bad
that you need someone to guard the guards now? So when
| was warning her a year ago, she should have listened
to me

Mr. Chairman, | am saying if that istrue, it isover a
year and a hdf that she has made an error in this House
and the Honourable Member ...

Aside.

Mr. D. &. E. KELLMAN: You want me to identify
the person. That is not fair. Mr. Chairman, she wants me
to say the Honourable Member for St. James South should
have listened to the advice and she would have saved the
taxpayers thousands of dollars for over a year and a hdf.
Thank you very much.




2445

e

Hon. Sir HAROLD St. JOHN: Mr. Chairman, | just
want to say that it is not easy for Barbadiansto understand
that this country is not too different from any other
countriesin the world. One of the significant features of
Government in many countriesof the world is theinability
of Government to retain costs in the areaof hedth. Asa
result of that, whole new methods of the management of
hedth institutions have arisen. Many Governments have
had to undertake radical reforms in this area and in
addition new methodologies of approach have occurred in
the area of suppliesand catering which isa very important
function of a hedlth ingtitution. There have been largescale
catering contractingout to specialistsin order to ensurethat
there is a finite amount which can be placed in a budget
thereby ensuring that the responsibility for control in that
area is shifted from the ingtitution to the contractor. That is
afact.

| hope, Sir, as a result of the efforts that the
Honourable Minister has recently announced that this area
will be the subject of an intensecomparative study, so that
we in Barbados can update ourselves as to how other
countries deal with the problem of contanment and
accuracy in this aea Now | commend the Minister for
acting so swiftly in that area. Had the previous Minister
been up-to-datein this area...

Aside.

Hon. Sir HAROLD &. JOHN: ...Indeed, Sir, | an
very glad for the sotto voce remark because hed the
previous Ministers been up-to-date in this areain the last
ten years, the Honourable Member would have come into
the Ministry and had on the desk for digestion the benefit
of these comparative studies. Then she would have been
able swiftly to move for the implementation of these
modem methodsof containment. | trust that theHonourable
Minister will beable very soon to give us the benefit of the
studies that she has commissioned in this area.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, my interventionis
a short one and | will depart somewhat from the trend in
the debate where some Members are expressing some
degreedf surprisethat this Resolution has come before the
House today. But | am not surprised at al that thereis a
supplementary. | had anticipated iy because | have become
accustomed that everything the Honourable Minister of
Financesays he reverses. Soif he spokein terms of proper
forecasting and proper budgeting, it is fair to understand
that we mugt anticipate that there will be supplementaries,
because we have to accept that everything that he says he
changes his mouth on.

The second thing, Mr. Chairman, | want to say up
front is that for the Honourable Minister to come here
today to say that there is an increased number o

admissions, | anticipated it because the broken promises,
the lack of drugs in the Drug Service, the lack of mal-
administration in the whole hedth service will send

anybody med.
Aside.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, | have absolutely
no sympathy for the present Minister of Hedth because
when she came to this office she lambasted the Democratic
Labour Party and she spoke about bad management and dl
kind of nonsense when we know for a good while
throughout the entire Public Service there have been
practices that have been going on within the public sector
that have absolutely nothing to do with politica
adminigtration. Yet, | sat for years and through the whole
initial period of this administration where they sought to
pillory the Democratic Labour Party political ar m because
of maladministration in the system and today we have a
Minister coming into this House of Assembly asking for a
supplementary. It is a national disgrace and this House
should not vote one single cent for the Ministry of Hedlth
because they have said clearly that they would not come
into this House and ak for one single cent in
supplementaries. What kind of standardsare we setting? |
am disturbed that there are suggestions that daff are
carying avay the things down there. | think that it is an
indictment. Is there no evaluation that the stuff was not
used? Thisis a seriousindictment on the staff. Why could
the Minister not come and say the detergentsor laundry
items were used ingtead of accusing people of steding?
Why everything has to be brought down to that level? It is
ridiculous.

My other point, Mr. Chairman, has to ded with the
fact that again we are taking about prioritizing. This
supplementary prioritizes areas that cannot be more
important than the lack of drugs throughout the system. |
do not want to deal with the woesat the hospital and | will
certainly deal with them at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital
when we come to that under another heed. It is nothing
short of a nationa disgrace to keep coming back to this
House asking for these supplementaries after they have
bragged about their proper financing, good management
only to discover that they have a Minister who needs
managing herself. The Minister clearly has demonstrated
that she is a person that needs managing as far as the
system is concerned. | am not so sure that | will support
the Minister on thesegrounds, but | understand that if there
isa nead a the Hospitd that we have no choice but to get
suppliesinto the Hospital.

325 p.m.

Under the Democratic Labour Party, a no stage,
despite dl of the protestations of the Administration, was
there a dtuation where we ran out of drugs. This
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dtuation did not occur. We had no complaintsfrom the
general public that they could not get drugs here, that they
would have to run down to Trinidad to get drugs from the
Drug Service in Trinidad or &. Vincent. We did not have
that kind of a situation under the Democratic Labour Party
Government.

Mr. Chairman, | am going to support this Resolution
with great restraint. | am reluctant because the Minister of
Finance, and | take persona offenceat it, time after time
came into this House and bragged that they would not be
coming back to the House for these kinds of
supplementaries and | think it is an indictment on the
Barbados Labour Party Adminigtration and we must not
condone this kind of practicein this Honourable House.

Hon. R. C. EASTMOND: Mr. Chairman, it isindeed
intriguing as we are looking at the question of the
Psychiatric Hospital tha we can hear an Honourable
Member get up and say he would not support the
Resolution at hand. Then in the next breath hear him say
he would support it. It is indeed very intriguing.

Mr. J O. TUDOR: | said | would support it
reluctantly.

Hon. R. C. EASTMOND: Mr. Chairman, a point that
is very relevant to the operation of the Psychiatric Hospital
that has not been raised here is the whole matter of the
question of the extent to which previous patients of the
Hospitd have been truly been reabsorbed into the
community. Let me give you some examples, Mr.
Chairman.

Thereare persons who have been hospitalised onceor
twice at the Psychiatric who go back out on discharge and
who still need psychiatric support from the point of view
thet they literally go back to the Psychiatric sometimeson
Sundays and ask the generosity of the staff there for food.
It is afact. They are dso those recently discharged who
having formed some rel ationshipwith the Hospita go back
with some frequency, sometimes as day patients, but often
literdly in need of some support which the gaff at the
Hospita can give them.

Mr. Chairman, it often happens that there is a
stuation where persons are discharged and have to come
back as day patients to receive various types of trestment;
but there are also times too when by the staff having
formed fairly good relations with these patients on
discharge the patients go back there and do in fact put
some pressure on the supplies, on Sundaysin particular. |
know persons who had previoudy been patients in due
need, red welfare cases. It isafact that there are persons
who are more welfare cases than psychiatric cases who turn

loose on the Psychiatric Hospital for some assistance and
put pressure on the resources there. | believe the
Honourable Minister is going to be able to address this.

Of much significanceisthat it ssems to me as though
there are occasions when it is very difficult for the staff at
the Psychiatric to truly forecast what the net increasein
patient care is required on a given badis. For example, |
have seen how in one year there was a certain level o
patients going to the Psychiatric and then the next year it
increased by 47, the following year by 52 and then one
year, based on what | understood, 999 people more than
the previous year went to the Psychiatric, not necessarily to
be detained over any length of time but for some form o
care.

The Honourable Minister would be able in her
winding up to explain these things because when such
things happen there comes a time when the staff are put in
a position where so far as their own factual forecasting of
what is required by way of resourcesis concerned they are
out to sea. | believe that some of these things do in fact
have implications for what we are looking at today.

| have no difficulty whatsoever in supporting the
Resolution at hand, Mr. Chairman and | risein support of
my colleague, the Honourable Member for St. James
South..

Mr. L. R. TULL: Mr. Chairman, a number o things
in this debate | find somewhat disturbing but none more
disturbing than the fact that the Leader of the Opposition
who hasthecongtitutiona responsibility as Chairmanof the
Public Accounts Committee to investigate any infelicities
in relation to the expenditurethat is voted by Government
should take leave of any evenhandedness and make bath
direct and indirect accusations of wrongdoing against
Government departments by serious implication and
Members of Perliament.

| should first of all in respectof the gratuitouscharge
that was hurled at me by the Honourable Member to put
that in its perspective. Because Hansard remainsand people
read things and get the wrong impression. First of all, |
was Minister of Culture at the time of CARIFESTA as |
sad in the intervention. | gave up the Ministry one month
dafter the end of CARIFESTA. Secondly, the Public
Accounts Committee under the Chairmanship of the
predecessor who represented the congtituency of . John,
the Rt. HonourableErrol Barrow had hearingsin respect of
CARIFESTA. Not me. | wasn't a any meeting. In respect
of the accounts, he interviewed the public officers who
dealt with it. That was laid to rest because he obvioudy
found no fault with the accounting officers who were
responsible for the expenditure in CARIFESTA. So that
was cleared by the Public Accounts Committee under the
Chairmanship of Mr. Barrow.
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Why the Honourable Member for St. John persistsin
his facetious way to continue to make these wild and
reckless accusations | do not know. | cannot defend the
public serviceon it, but | have arespongbility to mysdf to
try to arrest these constant references as if there was some
wrongdoing a CARIFESTA. | want to mention in relation
to one or two others charges occurring in the debate and
paticularly in relation to this question about a police
investigation into the Drug Service. Now the Leader of the
Opposdtion is not just another member, athough no
Honourable Member should be so reckless as to make the
kinds of datements that fell from the lips of the
Honourable Member for St. John.

If a matter is being investigated and the Honourable
Member has information that might assist the police in
their investigation he has a duty not only as a Member o
Parliament but asalawyer and asagentleman, if heisone.
3.35 p.m.

Mr. D. J H. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, | have
absolutely no knowledge that any matter is being
investigated neither has it been formally, informaly or
otherwise been communicated to me. If the Honourable
Member knows it is being investigated he should inform
the House and | will treat the matter as being under
investigation, but this House has never been told that any
matter is being investigated by the Police relaive to the
Drug Service.

Mr. L. R. TULL: I have heard the Minister of Hedlth
in this very debate on this very day in the presence and
hearing of the Honourable Member for St. John say that
the Policeis carrying out an investigation.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: On a point of order, Sir.
That was on a point of order. After | said something, the
Member then got up and informed the House. She has not
gpoken since | spoke. | spoke after her so it was on a point
of order that that information was made available and when
it was made available | |et the matter rest.

Mr. L. R. TULL: The Honourable Member says that
he wes spesking after the Honourable Minider, the
Member for St. James South, and that is when he heard it
for the first time. | am speaking after the Honourable
Member for St. John and | am saying in addition to the
fact that the Minister of Health mentioned it today thet it
has been in the public domain. It has been in the
newspaper and the Honourable Member today made
reference to the fact that the Minister of Hedlth hed sad
that she had given instructions to the members of her saff
to cooperatewith the police. That gemmed from thelips of
the HonourableMember for St. John today which means he
must have heard of it before.

Anyhow to move beyond that, Sir, it is the height of
irresponsibility for the Chairman of the Public Accounts
Committee of Parliament to make these wild, reckless and
wanton charges against any sector o the public service, or
any Member of Parliament, because he disqualifieshimsdf
from dtting as Charman of the Public Accounts
Committee on any of these matters to which he has given
such utterance. It is not the first time that | have heard the
Honourable Member get on the Floor of Parliament and
make these charges about improprieties without a hearing.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Sir, | rise on a point of
order because dthough the Honourable Member wants me
to say something, | an going to give him the opportunity
of saying it. | never lad any charges on anybody in this
Chamber. | only followed essentially the comments which
the Minigter has previoudy made. If the Honourable
Member wants to give information about somebody in this
Chamber he does not need to ask me or wait on the Public
Accounts Committee. He can do so now and if necessary
the report can be laid and the Public Accounts Committee
can investigate it.

Mr.L.R. TULL: Sir,if the Honourable Member isso
anxious for me to refer to Honourable Members in this
Chamber | can do so, and | will. The Honourable Member
for S. John told me that he received money from
CARIFESTA that he did not work for. You want me to
start there?

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, on a point
of order. | received a travelling alowance, back pay for
travelling during CARIFESTA so it was money | worked
for but | did not even know that a person working for
CARIFESTA was entitled to back pay. It showsthe extent
o financid recklessness in CARIFESTA that as a smdl
contractor managing alittle auditorium that two yeers after
| could be summoned to Culloden Farm for a cheque o
$231 for back pay on travelling allowance. It demonstrates
thelevd of rectitude, or lack of rectitude, exercised by the
accounting officers and the then Minigter of Culture,
whoever he or she was at the time.

Mr. L. R. TULL: Mr. Chairman, | an going to move
avay from answering what | consider words o
recklessness and irresponsbility coming from the
Honourable Member for St. John and I.am going to touch
vay briefly, Sir, because other Honourable Members have
dluded to - you cannot get into political posturing over
whether money should be provided to feed the patients at
the Psychiatric Hospitd. There are timesin Parliamentand
outside where the political parties have to draw swordsarid
fight some epic battles over matters of great moment. This
is not one of them, Sir. To provide funds to give the people
in the Psychiatric Hospitd a proper mea could hardly be
the arena for a partisan politicad debate such as we are
hearing today. | an disgppointed at that part.
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| am also disgppointed, Sir, and after | have been in
here as long as 1 have been, | redly have to reflect on
these things because in many ways the more things change,
the more they remain the same. | was shadowing the
Ministry of Hedlth in the last Parliament and al the things
| have heard coming out of the mouths of the Opposition
today are things | mentioned when | was sitting in the
Opposition benches. If you pull Hansard, Sir, you can see
them. All the charges, dl this busness about
maladministration, and the patients not getting their meals,
things disappearing, the state of the plant, thereisno linen,
patients have to take in their own drugs, toilet paper, ther
own bandages, their own soap dl these things have been
ventilated over and over again. | redly thought we could
have moved beyond that stage and address the more
fundamental problems confronting the hedth service in
Barbados. No Minister of Health, however talented likethe
present Minister of Hedlth, can in the short space of a year
right al the wrongs that plagued the hedth service in
Barbados. There has to be a fundamenta restructuring of
the hedlth delivery servicein Barbados.

All of us are aware o the manifold problems
* confronting the hospitals in Barbados, the two public
‘hospitals. Even the private hospital is encountering a
rumber of problems and these problems gem from a
variety of reasons. Anybody who has been reading what is
happening in the United States, North Americaand Europe
would see that the phenomend increase in the price of
hedth care delivery is wresking havoc on the qudity
service,.and on the economies, even of rich States. It isa
fact that during the period when money was aplenty in
North Arerica, Europeand Barbados, when therewasalot
o money to spend one tended to pay less atention to the
amount of wastage that obtained in our ingtitutions, but
there are a number of new reditiesand it will take very
careful and considered thinking by the Government and the
Minigtry of Hedth to. bring about the kind of structurd
change to put the hedlth servicesand the administration of
the hospitals in Barbados on a sound and solid footing.

| was surprised, Mr. Chairman,. when | heard that
there is no Financial Controller in an institution spending
$69 million. | realy was genuinely surprised about that. |
am also surprised when | learned only last evening that
thereis not even a Human Resources Manager, to use the

new term o art, in placein an ingtitutionthat employswell

in excessof 1 000. These are the kinds of problems that
have to be addressed and they must not be addressed in an
ad hoc manner. We have to come to Parliament
occasionally because we have to come with estimates. We
have to come with supplementaries. We have to come with
amendments from time to time. But these cannot be the
proper occasions for a Minister to state what are the new
departuresthat are being taken to bring about the kind of
structural change necessary to improve the delivery of

hedth care in Barbados and, aso, to improve the
administration of our hedth facilities.
345 p.m.

With that, Mr. Chairman, | will wind up. I get alittle
tired of the unreasonable partisanship over matters that
really should not attract division. | amas aggressivein the
defence of whet | believein as | am | against those things
that | fee strongly about, Sir. Ask anybody.

But | redly believe that the Honourable Member for
St. John has a problem. He has a tongue that he useslike
a whip. But hisskin is very soft. Because whenever you
have to reciprocate, he sits down and frets like a child.

| amgrateful to you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Chairman, the Honourable
Member who just sat down talked about the unreasonable
partisanship in thediscussion of health careddivery in this
country. Thet is the only point on which | could coincide
with him. | do not arise now to participate in any
unreasonable partisanship with regard to hedth care
delivery in this country. When | was Minister responsible
for Hedth and, subsequent to .that, | have indicated that |
do not intend, persondly, to participate in any partisan
discusson of hedth in this country because | do not
believe that we ought to be using hedlth or education, asa
point of departure between us, as a people.

| believe, however, that there are legitimatequestions
which might be raised, from time to time In relation to the
delivery of hedth care. The Minister is discovering, |
believe, that after the first flush of partisanship that there
isa point at which she has to settle down and try and get
the people to do what they are supposed to do, as opposed
to vying to make political points. If she hasnot so reached,
it will not be long before she does.

But what | want to deal with is the Addendum. As |
have looked at the Addendum of thissupplementary, | find
it alittle difficult to understand how the same people are
sending up the same rubbish, as judtification for things
which they do.

| do not believe that a careful examination of the
addendum to this resolution would result in any
acquiescence in what | choose to call, Mr. Chairman,
rubbish which has been put forward. If you look at = "the
amount of $1.8 million approved under this item has
proved to be insufficient for the following reason..."

If they had put a full stop a insufficient then we
could vote the amount and move on. Because the amount
of $1.8 million was insufficient and would prove to
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be insufficient. The Minister of Finance would know that
it is insufficient. What would be more interesting is if we
could, somehow, go behind the Minister and find to what
had been asked for and what the Minister proposed.

When we last had the responghility for the Ministry
of Hedth we were under structural adjustment. The Right
Honourable Prime Minister and Minister of Finance has
indicated that things have changed. He has, congtantly, in
his presentation suggested that things have changed. We
would not have expected that the same kind of stringency
which applied during the time of structural adjustment was
applied. But during thetimeof structura adjustment wedid
not — or we were not permitted perhaps - alow for some
of the stringent cutbacks which have occurred.

If the Minister cuts back, he must not come and
fulminate, | am talking about the Minister of Finance- and
try to pretend that they had found some new nirvana, some
new methodology for running the socia services of this
country and that we would not require any supplementaries
and put the Ministry under thekind of pressure where, at
the time the supplementaries come, they come after some
human didocation and suffering.

| resent this concept that Ministriesof Finance can go
on and pretend that the issuescan be dedt with, by smply
cutting back. | am not going to participate in any emptying
or debunking of the Minister of Hedth. The Minister of
Hedth suffersfrom a particular difficulty. Thet difficulty
is that the Minister of Hedth has taken a long time to
understand the difference between running a Ministry and
participatingin an election campaign. The time will come
when she will recognize, if she has not S0 done, that the
running.of a Ministry requires..

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The late Honourable lamented
Leader of the Oppostion is, preferably, poised to make
those comments. | accept whatever he says in good grace.
Heis a statesman now. Heisin the backbench now and he
can always make these recommendations.

But the Minister of Hedlth hit the road running and

did not understand that these issues are not matters that

could be dedlt with, by pure rhetoric. They had to be dedlt
with through the reality of dealing with the issues. | have
15 minutes. | an going to deal with thisissue.

The increasng number of meds due to increased
admissions. | think the Minister should tel us the levd o
the increase in admissions. There are 627.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The Psychiatric Hospitd is
designed for 627 persons. Is it more than 627 now or less
than 627?

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: If it is1 100 then the Miniger o
Finance behaved in a cretinous manner.

Mr. L. R. TULL: On a point of order, Sir. The
HonourableMember has to withdraw theword ‘cretinous.’

Asides.
Mr. B. M. TAITT: | do not know what he meant, Sir.
Asides.

Mr. L. R. TULL: | object to the Honourable Member
using theword ‘cretinous. Hereferred to some Minigter as
being ‘cretinous.’

Mr. B. M. TAITT: No, Sir. | never said that. | know;
Your Honour would have heard me, if | had said thet. |
sad that if, in fact, the Psychiatric Hospital is designed
for...

Asides. P

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | wassaying that, if in fact, there
are 1 100 persons where 627 is what is required shen that
provision should have been made at the very po;nt when
we were discussing the Estimates.

s

For the Minister of Finance to come in here and
fulminate and leave the impression te'the population that a
Danid has come to judgment. That is the problem. The
Minigter of Finance camein hereand led the population to
believe that a Daniel 'had come to judgement and not
recognizing that, in fact, thére would be need for a much
higher level of requirement, at least 20% increase. The
Minister”of Finance demonstrated thet he could function,
having said that it was perfectly proper to have as much as
a 4% deficit when we were batling with sructurd
adjustment he then camein and budgeted for a surplusand
that is the problem. We are discussing the financing of the
supply and we cannot have the kinds of provisonsfor the
Minigtry of Hedth that we should have. | redly beieve
that the Minister was not, and | do not now know it, in
position to argue and battle with the battery of the Deputy
PrimeMinigter and the PrimeMinister and that battalion up
there that talks through one mouth when they are
discussing the levels and on the other they do not give the
resources necessary to maintain the level of rhetoric that
they carry on.

355 p.m.




2450

When | v&s the Nide o Hedth | was in the
fortunate position that | could argue my case successfully.
The Honourable Minister now may be able to argue her
case but she does not have any clout in relation... When the
present Deputy Prime Minister was Minister of Hedth
theseservices were Mickey Mouse compared with what we
have now. The present Minister inherited a situation which
iS operating a an entirely different level. But the Prime
Minister is till picayune in his concept even though his
utterances might not suggest that. His utterances give the
impression that he is committed to a concept which the
Minister of Health found which suggests that Hedlth and
Education for the people of Barbados is paramount, that
there has been a paradigm shift from the old time system
1o the present system and the Minister of Finance and his
officias left the Ministry of Hedth in a vortex. If the
Minister did not at that time understand, | hope she has
reached the point where she understandsnow, that she was
left in the lurch. Whereas they were told there will be no
more supplementaries| havelived in this Houseto hear the
Minister of Finance say "there shadl be no more
supplementaries. | am putting an end to the concept of
supplementaries.” | think he was reckless. | wish he was
here, Sir. | really an sorry that | have to spesk of the
Miniter ...

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member is asked
to note that the word ‘reckless is deemed to be ...

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Sir, | withdraw reckless, Sir.
Cavalier, Sir, in hisapproach to thefundingaof the Ministry
of Health and more particularly, the psychiatric hospital.

‘Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, on a point
of order. It is grosdy improper and unparliamentary in nmy
submissionto-cuggest that the Minister of Finance hasbeen
cavalier in respect o moneysto be granted to the Ministry
of Hedlth. | call upon the Honourable Member to withdraw
thoseremarks.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Chairman, Sir, if Your
Honour rules that | should .withdraw, | will withdraw, but
I make the point that the Minister of Finance, by virtue of
the statements he has made in this Committee and in this
House, indicated that he would brook no supplementaries,
that he had given careful consideration. It is a matter o
record.

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, | anon a
point of order and I am inviting Your Honour to rule on
the matter. | have asked that the remarks which were made
by the Honourable Member for . Michadl West to the
effect that the Minister of Finance was cavdier in his
attitude and his behaviour to the Miniser of Hedth, in
terms of the granting of funds, should be withdrawn. | am
asking Your Honour, the Chair, to rule on that.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The HonourableMember does not
seem to be asking, she seems to by bullying the Chair as
if the Chair has some kind of wax in his ear.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, | go on to make the point. The
increasing number of meals due to increased admissions. It
is clear that if they increase admissionswe have to have
more meds and nobody on this side should refuse a
supplementary. | am not discussing the quantum o the
supplementary. | am discussing the principle. This is
supplementary No. 11 and the Barbados Labour Party, as
has been exemplified by the Minister of Finance and Prime
Minister, said that supplementarieswould be bane of the
Parliamentsthat he had participatedin. Hesaid 0in here.

Asides.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: You al were not here so | do not
have to explain to you when. You should have been here.
If you were here you would have heard. He said when you
were not here. Ask the Honourable Membersin the back
who do not come to your support.

| go further, Sir. | think that the Minister should raise
questions and | will speak again. The employment of a
dietitian on afull time basis has led to the improvement in
thequality and quantity of food provided for patients. Now,
Sir, | believe the Minister, after this has been passed,
should reflect on that particular reason given because the
employment of a dietitian would be in keeping with the
pattern that has been established but | do not think that the
employment of adietitian per se, if what the administrators
had said in the past, is valid. The employment of a dietitian
should not in itself have resulted in an increase of the
quantities and quality.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | am dedling with what has come
before me | have been required to make a judgement
based on this addendum and | am saying that this
addendum insults theintelligencedf Honourable Members.
The employment of a dietitian is secondary, as a ruatter of
fact, tertiary to the redlity. They are saying that until a
digtitian was employed there was no other way o
determining how much food was needed. How
embarrassing.

When the Honourable Member has spoken | would be
able to respond again in the upgrading of the laundry
because | wish to ask some specific questions. My first 15
minutes have run out. | think the Minister would wish to
give us detailsabout the upgrading of the laundry because
there have been problems with the supply of electricity etc.
etc., and | would like to hear from the Minister where we
are. | think the population deservesto hear from her. As
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to these things that have been written about why we are
voting $450 000, Mr. Chairman, if these were the only
reasons we were voting $450 000 nobody could support it.
| think that the Government owes us a better explanation
than this addendum that has been written hereasthereason
for $450 000 in case of a Minister of Finance who
indicated clearly that they could only get a supplementary
over his dead body, amost.

Mr. Chairman, | redly wish to hear the Minigter
because | was ... Sorry, he forced me to say that. |
withdraw that because it struck me that that was not
necessarily desirable. But | would wish to hear the Minister
and, after | hear the Minister, | will raise some more
quegtions. | an grateful to you, Sir.

4,05 p.m.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the
Honourable Member for St. Michad West should be the
last person in this Honourable Chamber to get up and talk
in a negative manner or talk at al about the fact that the
Honourable Minister of Hedth has come in here for a
supplementary in the sum of $450 00O0.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir. The
Honourable Member is mideading the House. | never
spoke in a negative manner about thefact that the Minister
has come for the $450 000. | spoke about the fact that she
was forced to come.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, | have in
my hand Hansard. | am reading at page 3044. Thisis a
debate which took place 3 weeks before the Estimates
debate in 1993. The Honourable Member for St. Michad
West was then the Minister of Hedth. He came in here for
$10 million in a supplementary 3 weeks before the
Estimates debate and he put adl the blame on the civil
servants at page 3044. | am quoting myself. This is what
| said in this Chamber on March 2, 1993:

"It is very easy for the Miniser to blame the
Permanent Secretary and to blame the civil servants,
but in the end the buck must stop at him. So he
comesin here now for in excess of $10 million three
weeks before the end of the financia year." That is
only 1993, Sir. Much has been said in this debate...

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir. | think
that it is not fair to the Committee for the Honourable
Member to just Smply give the information of the then
Minister asking for $10 million. | think the Honourable
Member has a duty to at least say what it was for. The
point made was that | was in a position to get $10 million
as opposad to $450 000.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, Sir, in
those days and before 1993 when the Honourable Member
for . Michad West was Minister of Hedth and was
pouring $26 million into the St. Joseph Hospitdl, on this
side when we were in Opposition we were making the
point that he was gtarving the Queen Elizabeth Hospitd,
garving the Psychiatric Hospita, starving the Geriatric
Hospitd of fundsto feed the St. Joseph Hospitd. | will say
no more on the St. Jospeh Hospital at this time, Mr.
Chairman, because that is <till under investigation in case
the Honourable Member for St. Michad Wes thinks
otherwise by the Public Accounts Committee of this
Chamber.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir. The
Honourable Member, if she is going to discuss that, it
seems to me that she should not mislead this Chamber.
They shut down the St. Joseph Hospitd <0 that the other
hospitalswould have facilitiesand still they have no drugs,
no linen, no anything.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Your point of order has been
made.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Sorry, Sir.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, Sir, much,
has been said in this debate. Let us now be clear and frank.
ThePsychiatric Hospital is thelargest hospital in Barbados
and aways has been in terms of beds. The mogt recent
census of the hospital which was taken as | understa{id it
in October, 1995 showed that there were some 687 patients
in the hospital, 276 femaes and 411 males.

*

Mr. Chairman, | have made this point/in here before
but | make it again for those who have ears to hear. The
Psychiatric Hospital is closer to being a Geriatric Hospita
than a Psychiatric Hospitd. You have people in the
Psychiatric Hospital in Barbados who are literdly just
waiting to die and who have been there for 40 years and
somedf them 50 yearsand some of them in excess of that,
people who would not know hew to catch a busand people
who just could not surviveon theoutside. Thereare people
there who went into that hospital in the days if you
behaved a littlestrangely you werelocked away for therest
o your tife. The truth is that modem psychiatric methods
cal for agreat ded of treatment of patients on an out-
patient basis on the outside of the institution. So let us get
that straight to begin with.

| anm made to undersand, Mr. Chairman, Sir, that
when the Honourable Minister of Hedlth first became the
Minister of Hedlth in September, 1994 the hospital was just
about to be in the process of moving from a temporary
kitchen to a fully functioning kitchen equipped with seam
jacketed pots, baker's oven and potato pedersand items o
that sort. That is wha she came and found. Previoudy

, -
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before she became the Minister of Hedlth, patients would
help with the washing of the pots and pans but they now
have additional gaff there to help with the washing of the
pots and pans to acceptablestandards. A of this has been
donein the time o the Minister.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, the upgrading o the laundry
togzther with the ingtallation of new equipment including
two storage tanks to relieve low water pressure which now
enables the Psychiatric Hospital to do dl of their cleaning
in respect to clothing, bedding and linen - dl of that is
there,

Mr. Chairman, | hear Honourable Membersin here
sde-stepping theredlity of thereal issueattached asto why
this supplementary comes before the House. Not only at the
Psychiatric Hospital but at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital
and dl o the hospitals in Barbados which are run by the
Government we still operate under very antiquated, ancient
and unworkable systems. In fact, it is a fair comment to
say that in some cases there are no management systemsat
dl and that has to change. | want very much to support
what the Honourable Member for Christ Church South said.
Modem management systems have to be brought to bear.
It is unbelievable that in 1996 with the hospital the size of
the Psychiatric Hospital, a hospital commanding the vote
that the Psychiatric Hospital does that it has no
management  structure beyond a hospital director. The
hospital director cannot be the eyes, ears, nosed the whole
hnspital. It is just not possible and what we are seeing here
isahospital now creaking at the edges and falling apart for
tke want of proper management systems. Now | know and
we ait know that a Hedlth Rationdization Study is currently
under way. Thisis a sudy the Members on the other side
played aboat with for 8 years when they were in
Government..

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On apoint of order, Sir. | do not
like played about with, Sir. The Honourable Member is
being provocative. The Honourable Member is saying that
we played about. The Honourable Member knows and |
have every reason to know that there was no playing about,
that the rationalization study was to be done and it was
begun.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Okay. No point of order.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Since the Honourable
Member became the Honourable Minister of Hedlthiin this
administration, she has had to employ consultants to carry
out the Hedth Rationalization Study. One of the primary
targets of tha study, Sir, is the Psychiatric Hospital and |
would wish, Mr. Chairman, that even before the Hedth
Rationdization Study is put for recommendations before
the Honourable Minister of Hedlth that certain emergency

steps would have to be taken to correct the situation which
dlowed wha has happened to bring this supplementary
before us to continue to happen. We are weeks away from
this financia year. Today is the 20th of February. The
financial year as everybody knows ends on March 31st.
The financial year, as everybody knows, adways ends
March 31st. Something has to be wrong and we all know
what it is. What we need now is the political will and the
determination to put it right. Ministers have helped in the
recent past and havefound it possibleto concentrateon al
kinds o what | would describe as non-essentials. They
were busy building monuments to themsdves while
patients at hospitals like the Psychiatric Hospital were not
getting the qudity o care that they deserve because the
relevant sums of money were not being voted.

415 p.m.

When the supplementary for the $10 million for the
Ministry o Hedlth dlone camein 1993, do you know what
that was for, Mr. Chairman, Sir? 90 percent of it was for
the payment d Nationa Insurance Contributions. That is
what was going on. They could find $10 million to pay for
Nationa | nsurance contributionsin a number of institutions
falling under the Ministry of Hedlth but all of these basic
necessities - a decent kitchen...

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPRSON: On a point of order. |
believe the Honourable Member is unwittingly mideading
the House. While it is true that in respect only to the
Minigry of Hedth for the purpose of this debate 90 per
cent of the amount which was being sought by that
supplementary related to Nationa Insurance contributions,
that did not amount to 90 per cent of $10 million. The
supplementary had a much wider scope and | believe also
it related to other ingtitutions. But with respect to the
Nationd Insurance contributions, government-wide it was
a large supplementary. You could never have $10 million
in Nationa Insurance contributions. Anybody who
understands public finance in Barbados would never make
that statement in here.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, Sir, | go
back to Hansard, page 3041, Head 36, Ministry of Hedlth,
the Honourable B. M. Taitt:

"Mr. Chairman, this Resolution is seeking to
supplement a number of subprogramsin the Ministry
o Health. The amounts required total $9.5 million
under the various subprograms and a substantia part
of the requirement has to dea with the Nationa
Insurance contributions.”

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, a point of
order. | an saying that there is no way that the Nationa
Insurance contributionsin a year in the Ministry of Hedth
could amount to $9 million so that a supplementary for
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$9 million, 90 per cent of which is Nationa Insurance
Contributionsis the height of foolishness. Y ou cannot have
arrears likethat. Those National Insurancecontributionsare
recurrent expenditure for Government. You cannot run
arears in relation to recurrent payment. Statutory Boards,
yes. That is the difference. You don't understand it.

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, Sir, | can
only read from Hansard and | am reading the words of the
Honourable Member for St. Michael West. If he was lying
to the House, well then let him get up and put the record
right. | am reading from Hansard now, page 3043:

"The Psychiatric Hospital needs $59 000 in
supplements to deal with their Nationa Insurance
contributions. The Children's Development Centre
needs $1 041, again Nationa Insurance. The $t.
Andrew’s Children Centre, theirs is also National
Insurance."

It goes on and on.

"... The Drug Service is National Insurance. It also
needs a supplement for supplies.”

| can only read what the Honourable Member said, Mr.
Chairman, and | don't have to rationaliseor justify speech.

M. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order. The
Honourable Member is reading from the records and
misleading this House. | am disappointed that the Leader
of the House would do that. | am saying that the
Honourable Member is purporting to read from the records
and is misleading the House.

Mr. Chairman, the point of order is that if you read |

from 3041 through 3045 far from 90 per cent constitutes
what the supplementary isfor. To give you an example. On
page 3041, the two factors responsible for the shortfall,
according to the information, is that the Estimates
originally submitted were reduced and this figure was
inadvertently cut and also the Nationa Insurance
contributions were increaseéd from October 1991,

Sir, when | respond after the Honourable Member |
will quote from this to show that the Honourable Member
is misleading the House. Not 90 percent. Far from it.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the
point | an making hereis that the time has come when we
have to take very serious and deliberate decisions about
management, about organisations and institutions in the
Government service, particularly those which fall under the
Ministry of Health.

Mr. Chairman, it is very easy when you are in
Opposition like the Honourable Members over there to
make fun and laugh as though it isa big joke. The position
with the Honourable Members on the other side is that in
al of these recent years, those 8 hard years as the Bible
would tell you in the Old Testament, those years of drought
and famine and starvation and cutting back of salariesand
8 per cent cuts, those 8 lean years we endured under the
Demoacratic Labour Party.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: On a point of order. | have
been accused for 8 years as being on this side.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: | don't have to say
anything. That speaks for itself. That interlude speaks for
itself.

| am saying, Mr. Chairman, that in those 8 lean, hard,
starvation years under the Democratic Labour Party these
were ingtitutions that carried the brunt of it. That is the
Party that cut the vote to the Child Care Board, that cut the
vote for the children's homes, cut the vote for the
Psychiatric Hospital. | did not read it out of the debate. The
Honourable Member for St. Michael West brought it up
just now and read out the facts that the Honourable
Member for St. John cut the vote for the Psychiatric
Hospital. But then the Honourable Member for St. Michael
West has an interest in pointing the finger at the
Honourable Member for St. John.

/

Mr. Chairman, Sir, | would wish to come back to tkis
matter depending upon how the debate goes. | want to give
my support to this and to say that the time has coms now
to put systems in place. It is incredible that we would go
into the 21st century with a hospital that is still running on
standards which were put in place in Victoriau times.
4.25 p.m,

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Chairman, Sir, it isimperative
in the circumstances of the speech by the Honourable
Member who has just sat down that we put the record
straight. | am disappointed that a former Minister of
Health, and not a very good one, who is now Leader of the
House, could get up in bere, Sir, and in purporting to put
forward information about a $10 million Supplementary
could leave the impression that 90% of it wasfor Nationa
Insurarice.

I will just give some very brief excerpts from the
speech | made which was a very full speech about that $10
million to show that the Honourable Member nat only was
misleading the House but the Honourable Member must
have known because she purported to have read the debate.
Now, Sir, | will just give you a few.
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Under the new Polyclinics structures on Black Rock
there is an amount being asked for. | quote—

"Condgtruction started 1989/90 at a contract price o
$4.2 million. It was scheduled to be completed by
December 15, 1992. The decision to cut back on the
amounts of money being spent over a period of time
meant that the contractor has had to carry some costs
through part of 1991 and all o 1992 and the
polyclinic is now only going into its finishing stages.
This means that the claim by the contractor would
cost over and above the sum agreed upon in the
contract and it has to be favourably looked at and is
being considered by the Ministry."

That was part of it. We went on again at page 3042:

"Under the Queen Elizabeth Hospita there is an
amount that has been included of $1.3 million for
overtimeallowancesin respect of medicd gaff at the
Accident and Emergency Department”

On page 3043, Sir, we dedlt with this. | am sorry the
Attorney Genera is not in his seat because he will
remember. On page 3043 | dealt with a matter that was of
crucia importance. | am quoting:

"We had one case of which the Honourable Member
for S Thomas is fully aware where the
edimated cost was unknown but by now it exceeds
CAN. $250 000. We have one case that is il
outside of Barbadoswhere thecost of that case seems
as though it will be in excess of U.S. hdf a
million dollars.

The :Medical Aid Scheme therefore, has to carry the
brunt of the up-front payment.”

And, as | said earlier, thereis another onefor nearly
$500 000.

So we were asking for a supplementaxy to take care
of the Medical Aid Scheme.

We then went on to-say on page 3043:

"Anyhow, we are seeking a supplementary of $2.7
million for the Medicd Aid Scheme.”

Now, Sir, on that bass alone, the Leader of the
House stands condemned for the Leader of the House to
get up in here and say that 90% was for Nationa
Insurance, and | have been able to show that $2.7 wes for
Medicd Aid done. That alone, Sir, puts her to be
condemned.

| went on to say:

"The Drug Service needs a supplement for supplies.
The sum for the Drug Service voted was $14.2
million, a reduction of $565 000 from the year
before.”

And so we supplemented it. | go on:

"We require for the Special Benefit Service $1.6
million. For the procurement of drugs $239 000
giving us a total d $1.9 million for the Drug
Service."

How could the Leader of the House get up in here,
Sir, and makethat kind of contribution? | am disappointed.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: It showed that we were s
concerned about the people of Barbados that we had no
difficulty coming for a supplementary of $10 million for
the people of Barbados when we considered it was in the
interest of the ordinary people of Barbados. The Minigter
of Hedth must understand that she must ignore them and
in particular she mugt ignore the triumvirate.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Well, she is part of the norma
triumvirate, but the triumvirate for the Ministry of Finance
that will not give the peoplein the vulnerable groups what
isrequired, and that is why we are not going to crucify the
Minister for the $450 000 because we know tha the
$450 000 did not even begin to scratch the surface of what
is required to give the ordinary people in Barbados some
kind of comfort in these situations.

Sir, let me tell you why | took that position. When
you look at the Estimates for 1995/96, let me show you,
Mr. Chairman, why this is an abomination. Estimates for
1995/96 page 168, Item 210 which is being supplemented
now, Head 36 - Supplies and Materids:

- "Providesfor thefeeding o patients, the purchase
o linen, clothing and bedding, medical supplies,
toiletries, dental and optical treatment, cleaning
materials, kitchen and tableware and materiasfor'
O.T. Department.”

This is the Head that is being supplemented. Now,
Sir, in 1995196 the Government came down here for an
estimate of $1.660 million. The approved estimates for
1994195 for $1.850 million and the revised estimates for
1994/95 was $1.940 million. Sir, what | sad earlier
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is justified that here was the revised estimate of $1.9
million and the Minister of Finance who could not care a
single thing about the ordinary people, least of al the
people in the Psychiatric Hospital, cut that $1.940 million
to $1.880 miillion. The actual expenditure was $1.910 374
and therefore when | said that the Minister of Finance, and
not the Minister of Hedth - | will not join them in
crucifying the Minister of Hedlth today, another time, but
not today because the Minister is = | do not want to say
"the victim" because the Honourable Member for St. James
South is the victim...

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: No, | got $10 million so I do not
have a problem. | can go for $10 million and get it. That
is the difference. The Miniger of Health, whom | will
dtack a a different time, but today | know that the
Minister of Hedlth isunder extreme pressure becausedf the
Minigter of Finance. If | were the Minister of Hedth |
would come to the conclusion that the Minister of Finance
has a reason for this behavior pattern because the actual
expenditure is $1.9 million and he gave $1.8 million and
then said there will be no supplementaries. What kind o
mirror image the Minister o Finance can have? He should
have been in his chair, Sir. | would have much more
enjoyed this if he was there.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: He is coming? Good. He can hear
me. Well, let me speak to him Sir. He gave the Minigter of
Hedlth $1.8 million for the PsychiatricHospitd for al the
things that are included in this supplementary, this
supplementary that the Addendum is so badly written that
| think the persons who wrote this Addendum should -
wedll, the Minister has to take the blame. | would condemn
the Miniger on this Addendum. It is better to bring no
Addendum and let us crucify you for having no Addendum
than to comein here with thisabomination. "The upgrading
o the laundry to wash dl the bedding, linen and clothing
necessitates the need for a substantid increase in the
purchase of detergents and laundry supplies.” Somebody
should be buried in detergent and laundry supplies for
putting this before this House. How can this House expect
that the mere fact that we need laundry and detergentsis
sufficientfor an increase? Thereis no evidence whatsoever
as to how much we use, or what we use.
4.35p.m.

| will say this. | am nat...
Asides.
Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Chairman, | do not like- You

see, Sir, | likefair debate. | like attacking. When the time
comes to attack the Minister, | an going to bite out her

throat. But | cannot, in dl fairness, recognizing that the
Barbados Labour Party has treated the ordinary people of
this country so bad that | an not surprised that we have an
increasein the numbersgoing into the Psychiatric Hospitdl.
But, more particularly, the people who have been treated in
the Community Psychiatric programme have not had their
drugs and, therefore, they have had to be kept in the
Psychiatric Hospitd. That is why we have a particular
problem with regard to the amount of drugs which have to
be usd.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: On a point of order,
Sir. The Honourable Member isengaging in some exercise
of sdlf-gratification. Thereis no evidenceof that | cannot
let him midead the House with that.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The Minister is not hersdf seised
of these matters in a way that would dlow her to say
whether it is true or false and | can appreciate that the
Minister would wish us..But if the Minister would check
with what has been happening with those who normaly
would be part — and Your Honour should be concerned
with this because many o the out-patientsfrom the Christ
Church and . Philip areas who, normally, would not be
kept in the Psychiatric Hospitd because the community
psychiatric hedth servicealows, permits and inducesthem
to take their medication have had to back off because the
medication has not been available. And so they have hed
to descend on the Psychiatric Hospital.

Mr. Chairman, there are over 2 000 out-patientsin the
Christ Church, St. George, St. Philip area

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Thereis, in the St. Miciael area,
alarger concentration of those out-patients and they have
been increased in the Psychiatric Hospita. The Honourable
Member for the City said that there were 687. Tte hospita
was designed for 627, at its maximum. | am told that there
are now nearly 700.

Asides.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The Hcnourable Member for St.
Michadl West Central needs some serious talking to, Sir.
He nesds some counselling in these matters. The
Honourable Member is not one that | would take on. Heis
my representative you know, Sir, when | am living & nmy
mother's house.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The Honourable Member for
Christ Church South knows where | live, from time to
time.
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But, quite serioudy...
Asides.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | do not understand. Mr.
Chairman, are you not going to protect me from dl of
these people who say where | should live and where |
should not live?

The Honourable Member for &. Michad West
Central, nonetheless, is saying that there were people
deeping in the corridors. The one thing | can say, with
impunity, is that whereas there might be peopledeeping in
the corridors in the Queen Elizabeth Hospitd, the
Psychiatric Hospital has never permitted peopleto deepin
the corridors. They have dways taken care of them, even
if they have to make adjustments. With the movement of
the Polyclinic from within the Psychiatric compound, they
were given additional space.

I would say, for the Director, and the daff of the
Psychiatric Hospitd that they have never been known to
have people deepingin the corridors. You cannot put med
people...

Aside.
Mr. B. M. TAITT: You said that.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Do not mind Don Blackman. You
cannot put people to deep in the corridors. That is a
different ball game.

X

The point | an making and | make it with al the
emphasis| can, is that the amount that was voted, and this
isreally the gravamen of our charge ... First of al, | do not
accept therubbish that is written here as the Addendum for
the Supplementary. | do not believe that the Minister would
get up drd defend that rubbish.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: No. | an saying that | do not
believe you would gzt up and defend it. | am not going to
vote againgt the amount because it is necessary.

The point | an making'is that the Miniser o
Finance, in a situation, where the Government was in a
position where the funds were different from when the
Honourable Member for St. John was Minister of Finance,
when we were in structural adjustment, where the Minigter
of Finance who had before said that a 4% deficit was
acceptablein an economy o this nature could turn around

m

and look the Minigter of Hedth in the face and, in light of
having actualy spent $1.9 million for this Head cut it to
$1.8 million which was less than had been spent in 1994-
95. Now, dfter having sad there would be no
supplementary, the Minister has no choice but to come for
a supplementary.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member isasked
to wind up.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: In the circumstances, | wanted to
make the point and show that the Leader of the House hed
mided the House because she had sought to suggest that
when we came for $10 million, it was something
fundamental.

| will end with this, Sir, the Democratic Labour Party
was so committed to ordinary people and SO understood
ordinary people and, more particularly, the Miniger of
Finance, the Honourable Member for St. John that when it
became necessary in thelight of revised examination of the
Ministry of Hedlth, at the time, when it became necessary,
he did not agree to any $450 000 for one ingtitution. The
Minister and the Democratic Labour Party's Cabinet
recognized that we nesded $10 million in the Ministry of
Hedth to maintain the standard which is the umbrela
They made sure that the vulnerable groupsin this society,
those who are in the Psychiatric Hospital, for whatever
reason, would not suffer, even though the country was
going through structural adjustment.

Whereas we could get a supplementary in this
Committee for $10 million, the Honourable Member has
had to come for $450 000 in the face of hogtile reaction
from the Minister of Finance who caused her, in the first
place, to bein this by reducing the $1.9 million.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: On a point of order, Sir. The
Honourable Member cannot, in this House, write into the
debate that there was hostilereaction, from the Minister of
Finance in granting another Minister a supplementary,
unless he has evidence. There is no such evidence. It is
redly accusing the Minister, not only of an improper
motive, that there is hogtility.

Asides.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Sir, the Honourable Member for
Christ Church West knows that the question of supply is
one that has been dedt with, in administrative terms. |
mean administrative hogtility. | do not mean persond
hodtility.

Anyone who has ever gone for any sums of money
from the Ministry of Finance knows that there is nothing
short of adminigtrative hogtility to the Ministry of
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Hedth and the Ministry of Education which are regarded
as spending Ministries. That is the only point | an making.
If the Minister understands that | am on her side on this
issue, she will not alow hersdf to be sucked in by the
likes of the Honourable Member for Christ Church West
who, when he was the Attorney Generd fought, on the
Floor of the House with his Miniser of Finance. The
Honourable Member for Christ Church South can confirm
that hefought with his Minigter of Finance, on the Floor of
this House. He accused his Minister of Finance of worse
than hodtility. But | will let it pass, Sir.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: Mr. Charman, Sir, the
Honourable Member has redly used this debate, as
Honourable Members on the other side, for purely partisan
points.

| did not believe that this Committee needed to spend
0 much time on a vote that is, obvioudy, judtified.

When the Honourable Member for S. Michad West
could find nothing to say againgt this request, he resorted
to an attack on the Minister of Finance simply because the
Minister of Finance has made it clear, quite rightly, that
good budgeting requires, up front, that you should know
what your requirements be for the year and that the
Permanent Secretaries and the accounting officersshould
manage those votes properly and that if supplementaries
were required they should be of such an order that they
could possibly be properly justified. Now, that is proper
financia accounting. What the Honourable Member for St.
Michael West is complaining about is that his Ministry was
the worst offender when he came to this House on severa
occasions for some o the largest supplementaries that we
have ever had in the history of this House, certainly in the
25 years| have been in this House. He gets up and he feels
smart by saying that he got $10 million. Well this Minister
does not comefor $10 million. She has managed with less
to run her department better than the Honourable Member
ran the department a the time. In fact the difference
between her 1994 and 1996 vote was simply $60 000 and
the reasons which she has given here are reasons which
any rational and Honourable Member our member o  the
public should accept for just  cation for the small increase
in this vote.

445 p.m.

Now, what are the reasons she has given here? If
there are more people being admitted, obvioudy thereis an
additional cost. What is wrong with that? What is the
Honourable Member saying to the public? We must begin
to berational in this House.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir. The
Honourable Member is not in a position to demondtrate that

a any point | have questioned the desirability of an
increase in the vote because there have been admissions.
The Honourable Member is accusing me.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: | an saying the Oppogtion.
Everyone of my criticisms will not fit the Honourable
Member. The Honourable Member, for instance, for St.
Michad East found it difficult to vote for this for any of
these reasons advanced.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: All | said, Sir, is that the
admissions had something to do with the fact that the
public were frustrated with the broken promises and that
many more of them were going to the mad house.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: Mr. Chairman, Sir, it is not
even a point of order. The Honourable Member obvioudy
is making a point that, | would suggest, is very childish.
What broken promises and admissions increasing because
of broken promises? That is the sort of political point that
is not worth pursuing. When one is probably stretched on
a platform and does not know what to say, one makes
those sorts of points, Sir. Let us take these debates
serioudy. The Minister is asking for supply to $450 000 in
circumstances which she said she has had an increasein
the number of admissions and in which she says that she
has been trying to upgrade the laundry facility in order to
provide a higher quality of care.

She has provided a digtitian on the premises and |
would expect that the quality o meds, from a nutrition
position, would improve. What is wrong with that? | go to
a nutritionist or dietitian in order to get advice in this
respect. The norma member of the public understands that.
| do not understand how Honourable Members in this
House who are supposed to represent the public can quarrel
about those reasons as vaid reasons.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The Honourable Member is
mideading the House. No one is quarrelling a the
appointment of adietitian. | think the Honourable Member
has been away from this Parliament for too long. No one
over here has quarrelled about the appointment of a
dietitian.

,

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: | dd not believe the Honourable
Member is right. He might have been in Trinidad but |
have bemn in this Parliament. | am spesking on the point,
Sir. The paint is, Sir, that this is a proper Resolution for
the House and | am glad to see that the Miniger is
managing her department with greater efficiency than was
manifested by the Honourable Member for St. Miched
West when heran the Ministry of Hedlth. Unfortunately he
got away with it on many occasions.
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TheHonourable Member for St. Michagl West, he has
never forgiven usfor reducing his vote. Remember he read
out the figures today to make it clear that his vote under
this Head has been cut by almost $'/; million by the
Honourable Member for S. John. | had forgotten it. |
would have forgotten it if he had not read it out, Sir, as
Minister for Finance.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir, | never
reed out any such vote where the Minister cut my vote by
$'/, million. The Honourable Member is mideading the
House. He must not do that, Sir. It is not fair. The Minister
of Finance gave me a supplementary for $10 million.

Mr. H. deB. Forde: You see, Sir, the Honourable
Member forgets so quickly but he was talking about the
vote the previousyear had been reduced when they did the
main Estimates by $'/, million and then he had to come
back on a supplementary and he got $10 million.

Mr. B. M. TATT : On apoint of elucidation. What he
pointed out is that it was an IADB project and that the
funds which had been reduced the previous year were
restored. That is the only point he was making. | do not
understand the Honourable Member, Sir, he knows better.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: He should have been reduced
by more because he has|eft the Minister with a plethoraof
problems which she now has to solve in the Ministry of
Health and | congratulate her on the manner in which she
is going about finding solutions to these very difficult
problemsthat he left in the Ministry of Health.

. Mr.B. M. TAITT: Since | stopped being Minister of
Healih there have been other Ministersof Hedlth. | do not
understand how | could have left the Minister anything.

" Mr. H. deB. FORDE: There were other Ministers of
Hedth who, unfortunately, found the problems to be
chronic as created by the Honourable Member. He knows
that, Sir..So what is he talking about? He used to come in
here, Sir, and ask for large supplementariesin Health and
get them. We criticised him at the time to say that he hed
to bring mapagement systems into place. Ask the
Honourable Member what he has done with the study
which was left By Minister Trotman. What has he done
with the study that was looking at putting management
systemsin placein the' Queen Elizabeth Hospital ? He may
say whatever he likes but the studies were started as long
ago as that period of time.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of ordez, it does not
become the Honaurable Member to be trying to put
Minister Trotman.....

| redly think the Honourable Member is being
facetious when he would raise Minister Trotman in serious
debate in this Committee. He really should not do that.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: | raise it in serious debate, Sir,
because| am not going wait until a person dies tocomein
here and talk a lot of foolishness about them and when a
Member has made a contribution, as hedid, in inviting and
getting management studies in order to put into place
systems which the Honourable Member never followed
through when there was a change of Government. Now we
find ourselves having to clear up the mess. | believe that
we should encourage the young Minister to continuein her
zedl and with the foresight that she is showing to deal with
the problems, Sir, despite al opposition. Do not try to
divide the Government on al sorts of little points. She has
problems, Sir. | have been in this House and heard the
Honourable Member for St. Michael West speak on
numerous occasions about how he was going to build the
new psychiatric hospital. Well he was removed from the
Ministry of Health and never, ever got the project even off
the ground. Now it is left for this Minister to try to
rationalise the structures, the organisation and the systems
at the psychiatric hospital as in so many of our hedth
institutions.

Mr. B. M. TAITT": Mr. Chairman, on a point of order,
the Honourable Member definitely must not get away with
that. The Honourable Member must know that the
rationalisation study which the Honourable Member has
spoken about in recent times, even the Honourable Member
dluded to the fact that the rationalisation study was
grounded in the administration of the Democratic Labour
Party and the record of that will come out in due course. |
do not want to import it into this debate, but the
Honourable Member must not make that kind of facetious
remark.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: The point is, Sir, that the
Minister is working assiduously to solve the problems
which she has inherited from the past administration and
she will solve them because she has the determination, she
has the intelligence and she also has the backing of her
cabinet colleagues and the other members in the party on
this matter.

Aside.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: | can speak to that, Sir, and |
speak very strongly about it because she has shown the
foresight to solve the Mount Stinkeroo problem which the
Honourable Member could not solve and they have never
forgiven her for exposing them on that point, Sir. Every
time they want to attack her and find they can't attack her
they want to set her up against her colleagues.
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| tell the Minister keep on with the work she is doing.
| would like to hear her, if not now, some time during the
estimates on the issue of what is being done for the
Psychiatric Hospital and whether we are going to be
building a new psychiatric hospital and the new methods
being introducted to deal with the after care of mental
patients. | appreciate that there is a problem, particularly
growing out of our drug problem in Barbados, not any
problem as the one the Honourable Member for St
Michael East will have us bdlieve that because thereis a
change of Government we have more mad people around.
Maybe that is what he is trying to say, Sir.
455 p.m.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, | made mysdf
very clear. | said that with the increase in admissions that
it hasalot to do with the social fall-out because peopleare
frustrated as a result of the broken promisesby the present
administration and it is sending them mad.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: Mr. Chairman, who will believe
the Honourable Member when in 1991 we were
campaigning and he said how badly they were running the
country and we were told that we never had it so good? By
1991, they had structural adjustment, people waking the
street, people going homein drovesand losing their homes.
The Honourable Member then was in 50 different minds.
He did not know whether he was under stress or not to
know where he was going. What is he talking about?

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, on a point of
order, | find it difficult to accept how the Honourable
Member could suggest that | could be in 50 different
minds. | was in one clear mind that he was responsiblefor
the decay in the economy when he made a reckless
statement about the devaluation of the Barbados dollar
which caused tremendous panic in this society and he has
the temerity to come in here now. | was waiting on you. It
was a mad statement.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: It is a pity the Honourable
Member did not have the courage of his conviction to tell
me so instead of telling me down the comdor that
Sandiford was not good for the country. He did not have
the courage of his conviction and that is what | am saying
Now.

Aside,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order please.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: On a point of order, Sir.
Everything | said against the Democratic Labour Party |

said on the floor of the House and | said it openly and
publicly not behind'any back corridor. | had temerity and

guts because my constituents were hurting and | spoke
about the pain and suffering that they were going through.
| have no recall of speaking in the comdor with the
honourablegentleman. | have no recal, Sir.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: | will put it down as the
Honourable Member's enthusiasm in order to score a
political point. But the Honourable Member should know
that the Government in itsshort period of timeis grappling
with the myriad of problemswhich have arisen particularly
out of the structural adjustment period in thiscountry from
the lay-offs to the bankruptcies to the other serious
problems occumng such as the loss of jobs. That has had
tremendous impact on the psyche and the psychology of
Barbadians. The Government hastried and is trying to deal
with the numerous problems that are occurring including
health and | congratulate the Minister in managing her
department and recognizing that there are problemswithin
this very department and trying to put in place the controls
that are necessary to ensure that the public's money is well
spent. | give this supplementary Resolution my full support.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: | only rise to correct a
few things. | do not want to begin with the Saturday
morning at the paddock at the Garrison when the
Honourable Member for St. Michael East spoke to me. |
had to admonish him how to behave and not tatk so loudly
for everybody around the paddock to hear what he was
saying to me about that Right Honourable gentleman. Sir,
| rise just to correct the records. The Honourable. Member
for St. Michael West had a lot to say about the Minister of
Finance and the position of the Minister of Finance in
relation to supplementary provisions. | havefound in 1991
the position of the Minister of Finance in relation to
supplementary provisions. It is very clearly set out. | am
saying that | understood the Honourable Member for St.
Michael West to be critical of the present Minister of
Financein relation to what the present Minister of Finance
said about supplementaries when he was in Oppositica.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of elucidation, Sir. |
am speaking about the Minister of Finance in his present
capacity. | was merely alluding to what he had said in his
capacity as Minister of Finance in the 1995 Estimates. He
laid down the law that there shall be no supplementaries.
| know that when he was in Opposition he made some wild
statements, but | was not alluding to those. I am addressing
his position as Minister of Finance. S¢” the Honourable
Member will be quite out of order if ha will quotefor 1991
the statement by the then Leader- of the Opposition who
was not responsible. He said so himself that he was not
responsiblefor what he said. He would cry sometimesand
quarrel sometimes. He said that he did not know what he
was doing. He said so.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: You really must not tell
lies on'the Prime Minister. On November 26, 1991 the
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Honourable Member for St. Michael West when he was
thenm Minister of Health brought a Resolution in here for
$1 626 849. He began by saying that the sum of $2 million
was voted that year under Head 36, Sub-programme 3 for
gructures to the QEH.

5.05 p.m.

He began by saying that the sum of $2 million was
voted that year under Head 36 subprogram 3 for structures
in QEH. He said a supplement of $1 626 849 is required
to meet the claims from the contractor who requires to be
paid.

The present Prime Minister in speaking on that debate
said this, page 1153

“... | have dready put on record my abjection to
supplementariesthat are larger than theinitial vote. It
is bad, financia practice. It says that there has been
a complete breskdown in Government's financia
planning when Government comes in the midst of a
financial year and asks this House to agree to a
supplementary that is bigger than the initia vote
itself. Something has fundamentally to be wrong with
that system of budgeting.

| have dready said that | shall not be voting in this
House with the Government whenever it bringsto the
House supplementariesthat are bigger than theinitial
vote. It is offensive to everything that we understand
about financial planning. | want to say that one of the
reasonswhy Barbadosisin the financial mess that it
has found itself in is nothing to do with factorsof the
sixtiesand seventies. It is precisely because of battles
like this.

In 1988 and 1989 this House was bombarded with
supplementariesthat were larger than the initial vote
and despite our complaintsabout them, Sir, the House
railroaded them through and has ended up at the end
of the day with expendituresfar greater than what the
House at the start of the financid year regarded as
being sober and judicious.”

¥

Sir, that was November 1991 and in February that
year he got $13 097 743.47, $13 096 700 in the Estimates
for 1991 for office supplies, toiletries and miscellaneous
expenses to do with the Drug Service.

At February 15, 1991, 6 weeks before theend of the
financia year, expenditure was $13 097 743.47 and at
February 15 there were commitmems of $3 110 027.95. He
came for a massive supplementary then and was castigated
6 weeks before.

et e it T R 0

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: On a point of order. |
don't wish to dispute the entire comments the Honourable
Member made but both what the then Leader of the
Opposition said in 1991 and what subsequently has been
said by him are two different things. Our debate centres on
the parameters for financia management in this economy
set down by the Prime Minister last March during the
Estimates debate. We will get it but we cannot quote it in
this Session, as you know. There are 3 points he made.
Give me one second.

First, he disagreed with the Miniser of Finance
atributing supplementaries to the Contingency Vote
Secondly, he disagreed with the policy where the Minigter
of Finance found savings in the Ministry or where the
Minister found savings and the funds were alocated to
other kinds of expenditure. He said he believed in prudent,
fiscal planning and it has been on this basis that we
challengethe Government for its mid-term adjustments. We
just had some mid-term adjustments a couple of months
ago and that is the basis on which we now again criticise
the Government because the Prime Minister said that
forecasting was his forte. One of the only things that he
brings to public life.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: In the absence of the
officia record | will hear what the others say. | will not
bdieve nor will | lisen to the comments that come from
theother side. Thereisa capacity for distortionon that side
that | an wel aware of.

Aside.

Hon. D. A. C. SSMMONS: | have not said that the
Honourable Member is aliar, Sir. But he is.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order. | wish to
establish categorically that | have not now nor have | ever
nor will | distort anything the Prime Minister says,
especially with regard to prudent management of the
economy. | listened carefully to everything the Prime
Minister said in his capacity as economist and Minister of
Finance would say and the Prime Minister has madeit very
clear that when it comes to fiscal mattersheis pristine and
therefore | object to the Minister suggesting that we might
distort. | can spesk for mysdf and my colleagues over
here. We are careful never to distort what the Prime
Minister and Minister of Finance says.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS; Mr. Chairman, | am just
making the point that | amn not prepared to accept what was
said because | do not remember the Prime Minister going
asfar as the Honourable Membersare purporting to say he
went. He has consistently made the point that money
should not be spent unless it has been authorised by
Parliament. He consistently made the point that where
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one is seeking a supplementary, the supplementary should
bear some reasonable remit to the origina vote. Otherwise,
there would be some evidence of shoddy planning.

| have already quoted from page 1153 of the Hansard
for 1991.

Are you hearing me, or hearing them?
Aside.

Hon. D. A. C. SSMMONS: In this debate, Sir, it has
been grosdly unfair to attribute to the Prime Minister
statements which are not supported by the record. When
they produce the record, | will be prepared to look at it.

Mr. B. M. TATT: The Honourable Member as
Attorney General knows and is seised of the fact that we
are unable to quote the Prime Minister in this Session. |
give him the assurance that we will show him if he es a
Minister and one of the senior ministers, one of the main
triumvirate, does not remember what the Prime Minister
said in this House al that we have been saying. | can't
repeat it, Sir, because that would be too long.

The Honourable Member should not do that to us. He
knows. that it would be an illegaity. We would be
challenging the Chair if we were to bring what the Prime
Minister said and put it in the record because it happened
in this Session. He said it during the presentation of the
Estimates and he said it during the presentation of the
Budgetary proposals. He said it in the Estimates and he
accused the Democratic Labour Party of all kinds of
nefarious activities in relation to planning and he left the
impression that planning had reached a new plateau.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: On a point of order. |
appreciate the challenge which the Honourable Member for
St. Thomas has put out. If it were possible, 1 would
produceit but thisisFebruary 21st and the Hansard for last
March was only produced about 2 weeks ago. That was the
last debate that was published. It may not yet be in this
record but as soon as we have it available we are
functioningin thisParliament on a 12-month lapsein terms
of debates and therefore people Cannot bring accurate
information to the House. If we had it we would make it
available.

Whenever it is available, we will produce it. If the
Honourable Member can require the Leader of the House
to have the publication of Hansard debates speeded up so
that we can be more efficient in our work, then we will
produce the documents.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: The Honourable Member
is a member of the Management Commission which is

responsible for the publication of Hansard. He has a duty
to speak at that Committee.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, | rise
to wind up this debate which has been longer than | had
anticipated and in the processof winding up would hope to
focus this Honourable Chamber's attention on what |
consider to be the essential issuesin this matter. | want to
say en passant that | am appalled to learn from Hansard
that 6 weeks before the end of a financial year that the
Honourable Member for St. Michael West could have
brought to this Chamber a Supplementary in the sum of
$10 million. It speaks to a certain absence of proper
financial management.

5.15 p.m.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: No, Sir. She has done very well
to speak about her own amazement. | am not surprised that
she would be amazed about anything. | can give you
chapter and verse about a number of things that would
amaze her. However . . .

Aside.
Mr. B. M. TAITT: Oh, | see. Press on.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: The Honourable
Member for . Michagl West has been kind to me today
and | want to frame his comments in the context of the
whole debate. But | want to make the point that even in
doing so the Honourable Member is supporting what my
central thesis was when | started that we have to look at
the whole matter of the management of the institution, that
we have set up systems to manage institutions which are
now of some considerable age. The Psychiatric Hospita is
over 100 years old. The Queen Elizabeth Hospital is over
30 yearsold and in each case the management structureset
up to carry on what was then a very simple institution has
remained exactly the same over that period.

What | am suggesting here and what | have suggesxed
in this Chamber today is that we need to put in place a
system of financial management and a management
structure, management personnel and management practices
that look to inventory and other mechanisms of
managementand acertain quality of management to ensure
that these institutions are properly managed and to ensure
a proper level of accountability of the public's resources.

It is unacceptable that in 1996 the Psychiatric
Hospital could be spending $15 million without a Financial
Controller and without proper management systems to
overseethe vote. Every system where thereis large money,
even systems where there are small amounts of money
being .expended, have proper control systems in place
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to ensure inventory, stock and 0. | an not cursing public
servants, or as it has been suggested by the Other Side,
seeking to cast aspersions on public servants per se. | am
speaking to theexistence of problemsin human nature, and
that where human beings are, systems have to be put in
place sometimes to help them help themselves. In these
institutionswe are spending taxpayers money.

Aside.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: The Queen Elizabeth
Hospital is even worse because it spends some $69 miillion
without a Financia Controller or proper management
sysems, or proper management structure. When the
Hospita was first built, just like the Psychiatric Hospitd,
there was a whole different gpproach to hedth care
management. The institutions were not as complex. The
QEH now has a gtaff of 1 700. That is a mgor inditution
by any standard.

| believe the point the Other Side was making in
relation to the Prime Minister's comments about financia
controls and supplementariesis that we have to ook to our
votes to the amounts we were projecting we would spend,
to our budgeting processes, to our management processes
and to make sure that that exercise was properly donein
dealing with the public's money.

| wat to go ahead and ded with the point
soecificaly raised by the Honourable Member for St.
Michael North West. As Minigter | do not think we can
any longer focus on this so long as these prablems exist.
What we need to do is to chart a new framework for the
future. | inherited a Stuation where these problemsexisted.
The problemswere not created overnight and the solutions
will not be put in place overnight. There are people who
nave been operating in the system without accountability
for years and resent being made accountable now.

The odd reports that have been done on the
Psychiatric Hospital and the Queen Elizabeth Hospitd and

* paid for by taxpayers money in some cases, and by grab

moniesin other cases, now haveto be taken off the shelves
wiere they have remaned for years and the
recommendations that can hdp take the management
systéms and institutions forward must be implemented. |
give this Chamber the commitment to ensure that that is
done.

| also giv: this Chamber the commitment that proper
management systems are going to be put in place, both at
the Psychiatric Hospital and the Queen Elizabeth Hospital
because ultimately they are ingtitutions paid for by the
taxpayers and in whichhwe are going to be treated, |
believe, some of us at one time or another, and they must

deliver to the public the quaity service the public is
entitled to get from them. | an not seeking to duck ny
responsibility in relation to the changes that must be
effected. In fact, | sse mysdlf now, given what we know to
be the problem, to be the change agent for hedth care in
Barbados.

Mr. Chairman, | an saying that in the same way |
came without reservation or hedtation and tackled the
problem of Mount Stinkeroo, that | must now move to the
ingtitutions under the management of the hedth care system
and ded with those ingtitutions one by one because they
a so have serious problemsthat were not created overnight
but will requirealeve of commitment,a politica will and
the cooperation of al the employeesto resolve. But it isa
matter of putting the proper systemsin place. The next step
is to identify the problems. | have in this Chamber
indicated where some of the problems lie and over time |
will be spesking about the nature of the problems and
speaking morefully to what the specific solutionsare going
to be. Veay shortly a number of measures are going to be
coming before this Chamber for debate that will seek to
resolve the problems particularly in relation to management
and the absence of management systems that exist in the
hedlth care indtitutionsin Barbados.

On the Other Side, during the course o this debate
one repeatedly heard that we are seeing a leved o
maladminigtration by the Minigter in health care today, that
there are now absences of materids, absences of supplies,
shortages of materids and supplies that never existed
before. | would wish, Mr. Chairman, to put the record in
this Chamber straight on the matter of the policy maker
voting the sums necessary to carry this ingtitution.

In thefinancid year 1994/95 the Psychiatric Hospita
was given an overal vote of $13 098 676. In 1995196
based on our assessment of what the expenditurewould be,
and wha they would have needed to carry ther
programmes forward, this administration gave the
Psychiatric Hospital, do not mind dl the talk about cuts
from that side, $15 669 494, an increased $2.6 million. In
relation to the Drug Service, because that side also taked
about shortages of supplies in the Drug Service.
525 p.m.

When we came to office, Mr. Chairman, the figures
for the drug service, in that year - | do not have thefigures
before me — werefifteen point something million dollarsin
1993-94. In 1994-95, it moved to about $16 million.

We have, in the course of our time in office moved
the drug service vote to $20.4 million, in the last financial
year, in order to ensure that people got their supplies.
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Similarly, the Queen Elizabeth Hospital's vote was
increased in excess of $2 million. | am saying therefore,
Sir, that there has been no shortage of provision, by this
Adminigtration, for the hedth institutions to be able to buy
their supplies and materials.

Therefore | go back to the point at which | started, in
the introduction, and that is that what we nead to do is to
put proper managers, proper management systemsin place
and proper control for the inventory. Because no matter
how much money you provide, as a Miniger, if the
management systems are weak, if the managers are wesk,
if management systemsare non-existent and if thereis no
control of inventory and stock and supplies, then the
problems that we have been hearing about, in the press,
will continue to recur.

Mr. Chairman, | want to disabuse this Chamber and
the speakers on the Other Side of any naotion that these
problemsare new. | wish to remind the Chamber, Sir, that
it was under thelast Administrationthat we saw complaints
in the newspaper of people not being able to get bandages
and those kinds of things, people not being able to get
drugs, junior doctors not being paid their on call and other
dlowances on time. The same kind of problem.

Mr. Chairman, | wish to remind this Chamber that it
even came to thefore, under the last Administration, when
there was a front page story in the NATION newspaper
that the Queen Elizabeth Hospital had no saucepans. | am
tired o reading every day that the problems in hedth
gtarted when Liz Thompson became the Minister. Those
were the problems that | inherited.

| wish to remind this Chamber, Mr. Chairman, that in
1993, before the Barbados Labour Party won the eection
of 1994 that 22 people died in the Psychiatric Hospita
from salmonella poisoning.

Aside.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: Twenty-two people
died from salmonella poisoning.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The Minister must do better than
that. Thereis no evidence anywhere about any 22 people
dying in the Psychiatric Hospital. That would have been a
travesty. Get the facts and say it again. | know you have
made a mistake and you do not mean 22.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, the
Report was taken into the Ministry of Hedth and kept
under confidential cover. It was not made public. It was a
mgor cover-up. | would release it to the public, if you
provoke me. Twenty-twopeopledied. Thoseare thefigures
| have here

Asides.
Mr. B. M. TAI'I'T: On a point of order, Sir...

Hon. MissH. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, there
were desths and the point that | amn spesking to...

Asides.

Mr. B. M. TAI'IT: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order,
Sir. | was not the Minister of Hedlth in 1994.

TheMiniger is making a grave charge that 22 people

died in the Psychiatric Hospita as a result of salmonella
She is saying further...

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: She is saying further that it may
have been a cover-up. The Minigter is not an ordinary
person. Sheis not a Hagar maid. Sheis a serious Minigter.
Twenty-two people is a serious charge. A person who
makes that charge should be able to substantiate it.

| would wish to hear more. | wish the Minister to put
it on the Record and let it dl hang out. She cannot come
in here and say that 22 people died and then withdraw it.
Let us hear the details. Give us the names of the 22 people
because| too wish to know if 22 people died as a result of
salmonella. | want to know. Let me hear the facts.

Aside.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, Sir, on a
point of order. | an saying that the Honourable Member is
mideading the House.

Aside.
Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Yes, it has to be sad

becauseeither thefactsare going to come out, very clearly
in this Chamber ...A very grave charge has been made

about covering wp files. But in addition to that, 22 people

dying o samonella poisoning in Barbados?

Mr. Speaker, Sir, those facts either have to be given
to this Chamber now or they must be given to the public,
if not the Minister has to be exposed for misleading this
House, on a very serious matter.

Aside. .

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON:-Mr. Chairman, | am
going to set the Record absolutely straight. The Honourable
Member for St. Michagl North West said that people died
in the hospital and | hed giver no explanation.

T e
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| want to wak the Chamber through this, very
carefully. In 1993, 22 people died in the Psychiatric
Hospital. We never got any explanation as to why. The
Honourable Member for St. Michael West is saying that
heads should roll.

| am saying...
Mr. B. M. TAI'IT: On a point of order, Sir...

Hon. MissH. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, | want
to walk the Chamber through this very carefully.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: ...The Minister of Health said, on
the Floor of this Committee, that 22 people died from
salmonellaand she must give the information. Twenty-two
peopledied from salmonella? You must givethe detals

Asides.
~ Hon. Miss H. E THOMPSON: Let me finish. Mr.
G rnan, in 1993, 22 people died at the Psychiatric
Hospital. | am going on to the next point. Of those 22, 4
were from salmonella poisoning.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir.

Asides.

Mr. B. M. TAITT This Minister is not unknown for
misstatementsto Committeesand the House. This Minister
is not unknown for opening her mouth and letting words
drop out.

This Minister-said and | quote:

"Twenty-two peopledied from salmonella* She must
apologize to this Committee.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, those
4 died out of a sum total of 37 people being affected by
salmonella poisoning.

Asides.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order, please.

Mr. B. M. TAI TT: Shedid not only say that 22 died,
she sugzested that the Democratic Labour Party covered it
up. It is.anbelievable. | cannot believe. This Minister must
resign.

Mr. H. dé2. FORDE: On a point of order, Sir.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for
Christ Church West x on a point of order.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: Mr. Chairman, the Minister is
entitled, in this Committee, to give any explanations
without the Honourable Member continually interrupting
her and shouting, Sir. The Minister should be heard....

Asides.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Honourable Members are asked

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: The Minister is properly
explaining herself, Sir.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Please wind up your presentation.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: The point on this must be
made very clear. This Chamber was told by the Minister
of Hedlth earlier, that 22 people died in the Psychiatric
Hospital from salmonella poisoning.

She further said that there was a cover-up, that the
information was put on a file and that somebody covered
it up and that she was going to expose it to the public of
Barbados.

| am saying that the Minister must now recap that and
apologizeto thisChamber if not it is going to have serious
CONSEqUENCES.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Your point is made.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: This is not the first time
this kind of foolishness has happened in here. The
Minister must clarify and also apologize to this Committee
and the Chamber.

We cannot have this kind of thing going on in
Barbados where seriousand dishonest allegationsare being
made against the Democratic Labour Party...

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You have made your point.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: ..and nobody feels
accountable. The press runs along with it...

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You have made your point of
order.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: ...and misrepresents the
Democratic Labour Party.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You have made your point. The
Honourable Member for St. James South. You have
clarified the first issue of the number of people who died
from salmonella.
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The second point which you have to withdraw is the
matter of the cover-up. Could you please address that.

Hon. MissH. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, | have
given the actual figures that 37 people had salmonella

Asides.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order, please. Ded with thecover-
up section.

Hon. MissH. E. THOMPSON: There were 3 deaths.
| am also saying, Mr. Chairman, that thisinformationwent
into the Ministry in 1993 on a file and was never made
public up to when we came into office.

535 p.m.

Loud asides.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order, please. HonourableM ember
for St. James South, are you withdrawing therefore the
words "cover up"? Are you withdrawing your initial words
d 'cover up?

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, | am
saying that this information was never made public to the
press.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: So you ae withdrawing your
initial words of "cover up"?

Hon. MissH. E. THOMPSON: Y es| am withdrawing
the words "cover up".

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Okay. In thefirst case the Member
isgiving the number of patientswho died and secondly she
is withdrawing the words "cover up". You have one
minute to wind up your presentation and | am giving you
extra time because of the interruptions. You have one
more minute to wind up your presentation.

Hon. MissH. E. THOMPSON: The point that | have
been making, Sir, is that the problems throughout the
hedlth care institution.....

Asides.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: The Honourable Member must
apologise.

Loud asides.
Mr. CHAIRMAN rose.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order, please.

Loud asides.
Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order, please. Order. Order please!

Honourable Member please wrnd W  your
presentation.

Hon. MissH. E. THOMPSON: Despiteall the noise,

Mr. Chairman, these people are dead. Dead because the .

kitchens were not in a good state and proper meals were
not being provided and that conditions existed in a hedlth
care inditution where 37 of the patients ...

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: On a point of order, Sir.
Unless that statement is besed on a premise that the
Honourable Member has not only withdrawn the statement
that 22 people died from salmonella poisoning and there
was a cover-up by the Democratic Labour Paty and
apologisesto this Chamber thereis no basis on which this
Opposition can feel satisfied in continuing in any debate
with a pack of people who are going to mislead this House,
tell lies, make wilful dishonest accusations against us ...

Loud asides.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order, please. Time has expired
for this debate.

Asides.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order, please. Please put the
question and finish with this debate now.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON:
Head 36 now do stand part.

| beg t0 move that

The question that Head 36 now do stand part was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.

On the motion o Hon. MissB. A. MILLER, seconded
by Hon.D. A.C. SMMONS Mr. CHAIRMAN reported o
His Honour Mr. SPEAKER the passng o one money
Resolution in Committee and Mr. SPEAKER resumed the
Chair and reported accordingly.

Loud asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please.

On the motion of Hon. MissB. A. MIILER, seconded
by Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS the Resciution was read a
first and second time and agreed to.

Mr. SPEAKER: Could we hwe some order, please?
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ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: | beg to move that this
House do now adjourn to Friday, 23rd day of February,
1996 at 11.000'clock in the morning. On that occasion it
is proposed that the Government would proceed with the
amendment to the Income Tax Act which is No. 2 on the
Order Paper at this time. It is also proposed, Mr. Speaker,
Sir, that the Government will proceed at that time with a
Resolution for a Supplementary in respect of the Ministry
of Health in particular the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. It is
possible, if time would permit, on that occasion, Mr.
Speaker, that we would try to proceed with the compulsory
acquisitions on the Order Paper.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: | would like to second
that. Sir.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Presumably it has been seconded.
Speaking on the adjournment, Sir, | have been a Member
of this House for a very long time. | have served in many
capacities, not the least of which is the Ministry of Health.

This House, Sir, athough we have the system of
pretending that there is no gallery which was inherited
from the ancient system the fact still remains that what is
done in this House is observed by all and sundry. | think
it isvery important, Sir, that as we debate in this House we
take cognizance and pay attention to the sensibilities and
sensitivities of al Honourable Members and | am sure
Your Honour will agree. There are certain points that are
made from time to time in the heat of debate which are
barbs and which may in fact be irflicted on one or the
other side in such a way as to cause some persona
discomfort. That in itself, Sir, will soon pass as Members
who have been here for a long time can attest to that.
However, there are certain matters which when they are
said in debate need to be clarified in crystal clear terms
such that there can be no doubt whatsoever in the minds of
even the most purblind that what was said was not a fact.
5.45 p.m.

Now, Sir, this Honourable Chamber does not permit
anyone to speak any truth that is not true or to speak any
lies in this Chamber. This Honourable Chamber does not
allow and would not permit an Honourable Member to
make a statement that cannot be verified. It is important
therefore, Sir, that when certain fundamentally devastating
and destructive comments are made, even inadvertently,
that such statements be eliminated from the mind of all
those who might have heard them.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, | am not required to report to Y our
Honour and trerefore will not. However, in the course of
a debate where such a statement is made, it would have
been prudent if the record could be so purified as to cause

et i la

whatever utterance that was made not to appear in the
record. Mr. Speaker, | can only appea to Your Honour
because Your Honour is the only repository of the
privileges of each Member in thisHouse. | therefore say to
Y our Honour, Sir, that | have been authorized to speak for
the Honourable Members and to say that just in case Y our
Honour might have heard even accidentally anything that
might suggest to the contrary that to the knowledge of
every single Member on this side and al Honourable
Membersin this House who served in the Government of
Barbados at anytime that we have never knowingly
suppressed information about any kind of devastation of the
population of this country in such a way as to make it
unknown to the public. We have never covered up and
would never cover up any information about the deaths of
citizensin this country. | wish to say categorically for the
record that there has never been...

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member please. |
have given you quite a bit of latitude.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Yes, Sir, and | am grateful for
that.

Mr. SPEAKER: You have made your point and may
| refer you to Standing Order 28 (4).

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | am grateful to Your Honour for
the latitude which Your Honour has given me because |
recognize...

Mr. SPEAKER: If you are grateful, you must respond
like you are grateful. You should not abuse...

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | am not about to do that, Sir, but
| needed to be certain.

Mr. SPEAKER: But you have made your point, Sir,

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | am grateful to Y our Honour and
| appreciate the position which Y our Honour has taken in
the circumstances and | recognize that Your Honour is
acknowledging that you have accepted what we have said,
Sir.

Thank you, Sir,

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, speaking
on the adjournment, | should like to compliment the L eader
of the House for adjourning the House at this point in view
of the events which have taken place during the course of
the day and | hope that the Members on her side,
particularly those who have been entrusted with the great
responsibilities of State, particularly those who have been
given an instrument from the Governor-Genera o
Barbados and who have sworn an oath 1o the people of

e el o B A A e A



2467

this country which oath relates to things like truth, valor
and courage and other things like that will teke a few
moments between now and Friday to reflect on the very
high standard which you as Speaker of thisChamber would
expect of Membersdof this House.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have along tradition in here and
| believe that there are times when people may dtretch an
argument. There are times when people may trespass very
close to mideading the House. But, Mr. Speaker, | believe
tha Cabinet Ministers have a sworn and solemn
responsibility to be faithful and truthful to this Chamber.
On any previous occasion that | know of that a Cabinet
Minister has mided this Chamber in the history of this
countty — | am speaking in generic terms - the standards
which you would defend and uphold would be such that if
that Minister subsequently found out that the information
which had been put before this Chamber was mideading
that he would then come back to the House a an
appropriate time and either withdraw it, correct it or

apologize.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, | think that thisis the first timein
adtting of this Chamber when | would have hed to reflect
mysdf on what a Minister of the Crown should do or any
other Member of this House when mideading information
has been put before the Chamber and that information
needs either to be corrected or withdrawn. | would think
that in the circumstances, Mr. Speake...

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member, please. |
think that you have gone beyond the little latitude that |
was granting. May | refer you to Standing Order 28(4)
which clearly states:

"It shall be out of order to reflecton any vote of the
House or attempt to reconsider any specific matter
upon which the House has come to a conclusion
during the current session except upon a substantive
motion for rescisson.”

This is what the Standing Order says and | believe the
Honourable Member is out of order.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: | want to ded now with
Private Members Business. That is the substantive matter
on which | rose and | was merdly setting the scene for
what | was going to say in that regard. If | midead the
Housg, | think that it is my duty to apologizeif | have been
offensive to you or this Chamber in any way. | would
think my first reaction should be to gpologize. That iswhat
we expect of Members of this Chamber. Apparently, this
does not necessarily obtain but that is wha we expect.
Therefore, if any other Member in this Chamber has
offended this Chamber, they should apologize. That is the
standard of parliamentary conduct we expect.

But | will not belabour that point, because | have
made it. | am going to go on and say this, Mr. Spedker,
that we have 7 items of Private Members’ Business and |
would like to aert the Leader of the House that in due
course | will be approaching her to request an Oppostion
Day to complete those items, two of which as | recdl
requests have been made for broadcagting.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, other Parliaments, as | was derted
by the Leader of the House hersdf during her contribution
in the CPA Conference, have what are called Opposition
Days. Since | have been Leader of the Opposition, | know
of no such occurrence or event in which a day has been
designated as Opposition Day in which we are entitled to
call any matter of Private Members Business. | know that
Government's agendais very full and | will beapproaching
the Leader o the House to have an Opposition Day in
which we can have some o those very urgent and waiting
matters which we have on the Order Peper up for
condderation. | am just derting the House of my intention
a this gage.

The quedtion that this Honourable House be now
adjourned to Friday, 23rd February, 1996 was put and
resolved in the affirmative without division, and Mr.
SPEAKER adjourned the sitting accordingly.

5.55 p.m,
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