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MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of Tuesday, January 30,
1996 and Friday, February 2, 1996.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg
to move that the Minutes of the Proceedings of the
Honourable the House of Assembly for its meetingsaf the
30th day of January, 1996 and the 2nd day of February,
1996, which Minutes have been circulated, be taken as
read.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | beg to second that, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: If there are no corrections or
observations, let those Minutes stand confirmed.
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ORDERS OF THE DAY
SUSPENSON OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Spesker, Sir, | beg to
move that Standing Orders Nos 6, 16, 18, 20, 42(5), 43
and 44 be suspended for therest d this day's Stting.

Rt. Hon. ©. S. ARTHUR: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative,
without divison and Mr. SPEAKER suspended those
Sanding Orders accordingly.

Mr. SPEAKER: Govemment Budness is now the
Order of the Day. Order No. 1.

A RESOLUTION WELCOMING THE VH TE PAPER
ON EDUCATION REFORM IN BARBADOS
AND ENDORSING THE REFORMS
AND POLICIES PROPOSED
IN THE PAPER

Order No. | was called - To move the passing o a
Resolution welcoming the White Paper on Education
Reform in Barbados and Endorsng the Reforms and
Policies Proposed in the Paper.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for &.
Michael North East.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Thank you, Mr.
Specker. Mr. Speeker, Sir, | rise today to participatein a
debate which seeks to look a Government's proposds in
respect of education as we enter the twenty-first century.

These proposals have been the subject d much
discussion both before preparation and subsequent to the
drafting of that document. Indeed, Sir, before the document
was drafted, dong with members o the Minidry, |
travelled up and down the country megting virtualy the
mgority of the 3 000 teachers in this country, soliciting
their opinions on the sector, their fedings as to what wes
wrong, what needed to be righted. We met, extengively,
prior to the drafting of the document with other members
of theeducation fraternity particularly the sakeholders, the
two unions, the Barbados Secondary Teachers Union, ad
the Babados Union of Teachers, the Conference o
Primary ,School Heads, the Babados Asocidion o
Principals of Public Secondary Schools and we met,
internally, with our own officers having a retrest not only
for those officersbut indeed the departmentstotally within
the Minigtry of Educetion.

That process resulted in a view thet if we were to
ded, effectively, with the changes that hed to be medein

the system we should seek to do so by outliningin asingle
document al o the things or a large part of the things
which wefdt, asa Govemment, needed to be addressed in
order effectively to move forward this country. | say so,
Sir, inthe context o an educaiond system that has served
us ressonably wel through the years. The history of
education in Barbados hes been one that redly has
bendfitted in certain agpects from a legacy o a srong
physicd infrastructural network and, more importantly, a
recognitionthat languageisa primary instrument o empire
but equally S0, education isan insrument of languege. Itis
from thet satement that | would wish to movetoday in the
discusson o this White Peper.

The higtories o civilizations in the world dealy
recognize the importance o language in terms of being
able to advance beliefs and philosophies and they
understood that education was, in fact, the primary tool of
that language. We bdlieve that, if the Caribbean region is
to reech its full potentia as we move into the twenty-first
century, the educationd ssctor perhgps more then any other
single sector has the cgpacity to lay the foundation T athat
netion building which is necessary to move us into a
prinary podtion on the globd stage.

When we look at the fact that the Cari bbean hes
benefitted from a reasonably high level of educational
infrastructure, that perhaps has contributed more then any
sngle factor to our having a high leve o intdlectud
resources given the size of our populaion. In those
drcumdances, if we ae to maximize On other
devel opmentsthat havetaken place asthe twentiethcentury
closes, those devel opments such as technology which has
now, for example, made thequestion of si ze and geography
irrdlevant because, to a large extent, we can participate in
what has become the new industrial revol ution of the
twentieth century, that o the power of knowledge ad
information determining whether wedth can be crestedand
udaned. If we can participate fully in that process given
the base which we have had over the years, | bdieve that
we can pogtion this region as one of the premier regions
on the globad market stage and ensure that the quality of
life of our people which, a the end of the day, iswhat all
o thisis aout can become centrd to whatever we plan
and, implement in the educationd sector in this country.

It isafunny thing that with the introduction o all of
the processes that seek to assmilate knowledge and
information we, in this country, have nat yet taken steps to
be able to benfit fully from it. If we look back at our
history in education, we can see that dthoughthere wasan
excdllent infrastructural cgpacity on theground In fact, at
the tum of the twentieth century Barbados hed over 169
primary schoolsrun by the Anglican Church, t he Moravian
Church, the Wedeyan Church and there were dso private
schools and, a the same time, a numbe o secondary




2296

m

schoolswhich werelimitedin their intakeof the population
which are not included in that number. If we look at that
fact, we would realize, however, that the emphases that
have been made in the delivery of education have, to a
large extent, related to the developmenta goas of this
country.

In the late 19th century and early 20th century where
the demands of growth were largely still at variance there
was absolutely no reason for governments then to vary
their limited involvement in education because the point
must be restated that, to a large extent, it was the church
that was the primary mover in education in those days.
Government, in fact, only gave its first grant some time
towardsthe latter hdf of the nineteenth century, a grant of
a mere £750.

But if we look at what they sought to achieve, they
were essential ly preparing personsfor existencein asociety
and an economy that was largely agricultural and built on
trades whether it was the blacksmith's trade, carpenters, or
whatever. In the early fifties, and late sixties when we
started to see the modd for development shift to
encompass other areas of activity in the economy, we saw
an expangon, at the same time, of the available placesin
government secondary schools so as to be able to prepare
a population that was capable of meeting the needs of a
sector, whether it was the industria sector through
manufacturing or an emerging tourism sector.

11.25 a.m.

The main criterion then in terms of human resources
was to have a person who could learn and take ingtructions
well, where there was no necessity for criticd thinking,
where there was no need for people to be able to
understand that they played an integral processin terms of
the thought that they brought to the work that they were
doing. Therefore the curriculum, the style of management
and the development of schools, had largely since then
proceeded on the basisof learning by rote. Indeed many of
the examinations which tested students proceeded on that
premise.

| believe, Sir, and this Government shares the view,
that as we enter the 21st century where there is a premium
atached to knowledge and information but there must be
a shift in the emphasisin our educational sector to be able
to do two things effectively:

1. Tobeableto producea population that is capable
of critical thought, that is capable of assimilating
information and knowledge and using it towards
theends of development for the genera welfare o
the peopledf this country, but

2. To be able to assist in the development of
character of children s0 as to produce those
persons who are capable of being sensitive to
theneeds of their families, to their communities,
to the moral values that have traditionally held
this country, and indeed thisregion together and
capable therefore of a sensitivity and a type of
character that is worthy of being described as
the best that this country has to offer.

Therefore education cannot be seen soldy as an
instrument of academic performance or the preparation of
persons for jobs but indeed, Sir, of the preparation of
personsfor living and developing this country; indeed, Sir,
for the development of economic, cultural and spiritua
wedth in this country.

To that extent, Sir, we have brought together, in one
document, many of the views which are premised out of a
philosophy that | have just outlined, with the objectives
which | would wish to read into the records of this
Chamber, because | believe that these objectives clearly
spell out this Government'sintention as to whereeducation
must go as an instrument of nation buildingin thiscountry.

Sir, on page 2 of theWhite Paper on Education which
has dready been laid as a document in this House, it
clearly states that the Government's reform policy would
therefore have, as its mgor objectives.

1. Preparing our citizens for the responshility of
nation building.

2. Revauing the role of education in the sphere of
nationa development.

3. Reinforcing the concept that learning is a
continuous, lifelong process.

4. Deveaopingawork forcethat is equipped to adapt
to arapidly changing environment and one thatis
readily retrainable.

5.  Ensuring equity in the ddivery of education and
equality o opportunity in the access to
education.

6. Enabling students to develop enquiring and
creative minds.

7. Helping our population devel op postive attitudes,
values and beliefs to enhance the individual and
his or her postion in the family, community and
the nation.

8. Revauingthe role of teachers.
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9. Sensitisingteachersto theimportanceof catering
to the individual needs of students.

10. Fostering a greater partnership between the
school, the home and the community, and

11. Strengthening the capacity of the Minidry of
Education, Youth Affairs and Culture to plan,
manage and evauate the educational system
more effectively.

Now, Sir, those are the basic objectives outlined by
this document that is before this Chamber today.

Webdlieve, Sir, that the plansoutlined thereinin that
document seek to achieve these objectives over a period o
time. Education reform has along lead period and there is
even perhaps, Sir, a longer time in tems o the
measurement of the success of those objectives, but
equaly, Sir, in determining whet are the most appropriate
instruments to messure.

We, in Barbados, Sir, have, through Governments,
met the challenge of quantitative accessto the primary and
secondary educationa sectors in this country. We have
been able to ensure that there are more than enough places
availablefor al of the personswithin this country who by
law, under the Education Act, must attend school between
theagesdof 5 yearsold and 16 years old. Indeed, Sir, when
we look at thefact that thereisin fact a projected trend of
a decline in population we, perhaps, are in the enviable
position of having more places than we in fact do need at
the primary sector and the possibility, Sir, when we look at
the Government Public Secondary Schools and the Private
Secondary Schools, that at the moment thereis, too, excess
capacity in the system with the combined use of those two
aress.

Now, the question therefore begs itself, Sir, that
having reached and attained that goal of quantitativeaccess,
aschool place for each child, istha then sufficient to meet
the developmenta needs of this country, to meet the needs
of education as a nation building tool? This Government,
Sir, believes not. This Government believes, Sir, that we
must ded with the questions of quality, we must ded with
the question of the type of child that is coming out of the
school system, not smply to get a job in the economy, but
the type of child that will represent what we believe to be
best about the Barbadian character, what we believe to be
best about an individual in terms of how that individua can
respond to the needs of theindividual, to the family, to the
community and indeed, Sir, to the country and the region.

In those circumstances, Sir, we bdieve that that
foundation would lead to an attitudinal change that will see
the attainment of what is this Government's vision for the

devdopment o this country. By that, Sir, | mean
specificaly the role which this country can play, not only
in termsof the development of our people, but the role that
this country can play in the development o the civilization
and the development of the global stage.

We bdlieve, Sir, that we have to produce a more self-
reliant Barbadian who is capable of understanding that he
or she must meet the needs of development by providing
for him or hersdf and their family and their community.
We bdieve, Sir, that even when we look & recent
deveopmentsin thelast 20 years, thoseareas, for example,
of the economy in which we have excelled, or in the areas
of community participation or sports participation, or
culturd participation, have al been areas in which those
persons and those sectors have shown a level of sdf-
reliancethat is prepared to remove us psychologicaly from
theclutches of dependency and aid. They have plagued our
higory whether it be in the times o davery, Sir, or
whether it be in the times of modem developing nations
that have seen the Caribbean region being the subject of
ad for development and have seen a negative attitude
develop among many o our people that find it impossible
to bregk the manacles and say that we can do it on our
own becausewe have the confidencein ourselves, we have
the ability to do it, and indeed, Sir, in those circumstances
we know we can achieve.

When we look, Sir, at the informatics sector, when
we look, Sir, at the offshore business sector, those sectors
have grown in this country without having to rely on
preferential quotas, without having to rely, Sir, on
assistance from personsin whatever form, and it has been
done on the basis of the character and hard work and
intelligenceof Barbadian people to a large extent, with our
understanding that if we do not have dl that is required,
the globa market economy has so developed that we can
purchase the services while maintaining ownership and
control of the process.

We bdieve, Sir, that thisis thedirection in which this
country must go and continue to go if we are going to be
able to reach that god o being sef-sufficient and then
moving, Sir, to the next stage which is bringing aong
others. One of the fundamentd things about being
independent, Sir, is the capacity also to assist those who
are not able to assist themselves.

| want to suggest to this Honourable Chamber today,
Sir, that we have within the region the capacity to not only
be the recipient of ad as has been our lot but we have the
capecity to ater matterson the global stage. We, Sir, have
hed a history of competencein the educational sector and
one of the most fundamentd things | believe we must
address is the capacity in which this Caribbean region
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can assist the development of other regions in the world,
for whom the god of quditative access is ill an
insurmountable goal, and for whom the goa of being able
to senditize children and prepare them for work or for
character building is il an insurmountablegod. | want to
suggest, Sir, that in those circumstances especialy where
the primary globa concern of the cold war has been
replaced by that of ethnic conflict, we in the Caribbean are
best placed to tell the story and to be of assistance to
people. | want to suggest, Sir, that wein the Caribbean also
through, for example, the production of primary school text
books will not only be able to tell our story but set the
long-term god of sensitizing and preparing peoples from
edsewhere towards trade in goods and services with
ourselves. Because a the end of the day, Sir, a person will
trade with you if he knows about you. They will come as
tourists if they know about us. They will deal in services
with us if they know about us.

11.35 a.m.,

|, therefore, fed that there has to be a commitmentin
any part and parcel of this,in dl of thisto haveavisonas
to the role that we can play on the globa stage. Equally,
we mug have a vison of ourseves nationdly and as
individuals that will say 'no' to the kind of nonsense we
saw in the newspaper on Saturday, where we could %2 a
man's hand lying on the ground and believethat that should
be representative of the stock that we asa people must read
in our daily newspapers. It is wrong for two reasons, not
only because the newspapers published it, but al so because
o thetype dof person that hasdeveloped in our society that
can in fact reach the point where they can cut off a man's
hand in broad daylight and move. We hope, Sir, that
through the process of implementation of many of these
matters we can produce a citizen who is not capable of
doing that kind of reprehensibleact to another citizen of
this country, who vaues himsdf or hersdf so much that
their capacity to want to perform centres not around doing
ham to another but wanting to produce; self-reliant and
capable of moving on.

Sir, with all of that said, what thereforeis the role of
teaching everyone of us in being able to attain these
objectives. | want to say at the outset, Sir, and to clarify a
number o things that | have seen in the Press recently.
This White Paper, Sir, represents for the historica
perspective an amalgamation of many things - future
policy primarily. But we took a decison early on in the
Ministry and we discussed this with al of the educationa
stakeholders that there were two mgor policies that this
Government early on took a decision to pursue, but that for
the sake of completeness as a historica document we
would includeit in this document

Those two specific policiesrelate on the one hand to
flexible transfer and partid zoning and on the other hand
to the edtablishment of secondary schools with an
alternative curriculum.

Sir, theimplementation of thosepolicieswas not done
in a vacuum. It included extensive consultation with the
educational stakeholders. Indeed, Sir, only yesterday
evening | received a letter from the Barbados Secondary
Teachers Union outlining their positionsin respect of the
White Paper and clearly reflecting on the fact that we took
a decison that we would include in this historica
document all that the Ministry i sdoing, so that anyone who
wanted to see now what we were doing or in 15 or 20
years time what we were doing could do so by looking at
a sngle document.

In those circumstances, Sir, | would wish just to say
to those persons who felt and may have fet tha
Government has betrayed the faith of the public o
Barbados, that we have been scrupulousin the process of
consultation, we have been scrupulousin ensuring that the
fullest possible discussion took place not only on those
policies for future implementation but indeed, Sir, those
which have been implemented in the course of the last
year. We met with the stakeholders and we have in fact
established a committee on partia zoning and flexible
transfer comprisng BUT, BSTU and the Conference of
Primary School Heads. That committee, Sir, has been
functioning so well that it even made representation an one
or two things that we have taken on board. For example,
they have indicated that logistically they believe that it
would be too much for us to ask primary school children
to Sit ti:e Common Entrance Exam in primary schools from
1996. We have agreed as a Minidiry to delay that process
until 1997 to dlow not only them but us to ensure that the
logigtics are perfect before we put them in tha
environment. So that is the type of consultation that hes
been taking place and the type of management stand that
thisMinistry has been engaging in respect o those policies
may have aready been agreed upon prior to the publishing
of the White Paper but indeed being implemented in those
circumstances.

Sir, | hope that | would have cleared the air on that
issue and indeed, Sir, the Opposition was aware of that
when | introduced the amendment to the Education Act in
December of last year. | did in fact, Sir, refer to the fact
that these policies were agreed to prior to the White Paper
and | must commend the Opposition for agreeing to the
introduction of those policies in those circumstances with
the caveat that we will dea with the rest of the White
Paper as a separate and distinct issue in this debate.

Now, Sir, as | said just now, what is the role of the
various persons who mugt participate in bringing the
attainment of these objectivesthat | have outlined earlier
bath in the White Paper as well as in this Government's
visgon for the people of this country. There are a number
of categoriesaf persons who can make that difference and
who mugt believe that they can make that difference.
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The Minigtry hasaroleto play but the Ministry's role has
fundamentally changed with the new challengesfacing the
educational sector. If we are to improve qudlity in the
system, Sir, qudity at the end of the day can only be
guaranteed at the point of output there in the schools. Our
role, Sir, can no longer be an all encompassing role that
seeks to dictate and manage dl of the processes in
education but has now to be one where we act as a
facilitator and indeed, Sir, as aregulator in the system. We
no longer have to meet the chalenges of building schools
dl over this country. We have now to meet the challenge
of getting those persons and those factors that vary the
capacity to improve quality to be able to function more
effectively.

| want, therefore, to say that philosophicaly the role
o the Minigtry of Education has had to change and will
continue to change because we accept that we are but one
small cog in the whed that can guarantee quality education
in this country. In the circumstances, Sir, the truth is that
it istheroleof teachers and therole of curriculum and the
role of a strong and accommodating plant in terms o
physically pleasing that will have far more effect on
whether a child will continueto score under 30 per cent in
the Common Entrance or whether we as a country will
continue to have 6 out of every 10 children leaving
secondary school without proper certification.

We believe, Sir, that to that extent the role of the
teacher forms the basis upon which quditative
improvements will move in education reform in this
country. Therefore, teacher empowermentis criticd to the
processof improving quality because they are the oneswho
will make the difference in the classroom. They are the
ones who will ensure that they are Smply not just teaching
asyllabusto complete the syllabus, but that knowledgeand
learning are actually taking place among children in this
country. Now this is especidly important, Sir, when we
look also at how knowledge is acquired in the early years
o oneslife. Much of theknowledgethat is acquired tends
to be foundational. If you do not leam your alphabet, you
cannot read. If you do not learn to add and multiply, you
cannot do HCF and LCM in Class 4. What we have seen,
unfortunately, with the developmentin this country of
the need to sit an exam a a specific age, as required
by law, isthe pushing and promotion d children from class
to cdlass regardless of whether they have understood or
magtered what is being taught to them. We believe that
is fundamentally wrong. We bdieve that you cannot
promote a child regardless of whether he or she has
understood what is being taught, just because he or
she mug Sit an exam at 11 to transfer to secondary school.
You could as well be ushering them through a sewer at
MTW, if that was your idea of providing educetion
for children.

11.45 am,

The purpose of their being there is to learn.
Therefore, we believe that in addition to making the law
broad enough to dlow for a range of ages for transfer,
which will now enable teachers and principals to make
sensible decisions about promotion based on actual
understanding and magtery of what they are there to learn,
we must aso see a shift in ensuring that the teaching
becomes child centred. The teacher has also to be capable
o understanding what isthe difficulty with the child at that
point, what has caused the difficulty. If you do not know
what has caused the difficulty, you cannot provide a
solution. You cannot then seeit in termsof getting through
asyllabusfor an entire class and, that being the measure of
success for a teacher in respect of teaching a particular
class. The measure of success hasto beto carry each child
to the maximum o his or her ability. Therefore when we
say that each one matters, we do so from the philosophical
perspective that unless you can identify the needs o that
particular child in a classroom, and you can test to see
where the difficultieslie, you will not be able to solvethe
problem.

Thiscarries me naturdly to another policy which this
Government implementedin its very early days— which is
dso referred to in the White Peper for the sake of
completeness - and that is the policy of diagnostic testing.
We took a decision that there were at least threearess in
which we had to develop Government's capacity to test in
the schools to ease the job of teachers. Wefelt there had to
be physical testing of personsfor hearing, speech and sight
impediment, and as trite as it may sound, Sir, theredlity is
that that testing which has been continuing has shown that
on average 6 to 8% of children in primary schools have
serious hearing or speech impediments.

Sir, there was one young girl in St. Peter who, if you
spoke to her normdly, could barely hear, but if you went
up t¢ her and made a noise she could pick up that range
but she could not hear anormd situation, which meant that
she could not hear in the classroom. Therefore, she could
not learn in the classroom. In spite of that, she was being
promoted from class to class because she had to sit an
exam at 11. | want to suggest that if we were not able to
implement that type of testing we would not have picked
up what that child was going through. We now can cater to
that child, we can ensure that child has the capacity to
learn genuinely.

Another significant thing the testing has picked up is
that there is a capacity in some children to develop so
much wax in their ears that it actually impedes hearing. It
may not sound too nice, Sir, but it isa redlity in respect of
many children in this country. In addition to the physica
testing, we fed that we must aso have the capacity to test
for basic learning disabilities. | want to say, as you
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well know, Mr. Speaker, given your strong tradition and
competence in education, that we can never test for every
single learning disability. They are myriad. What we can
do isto seek to test for those which occur most commonly
among our population and to that end the Ministry of
Education established early in 1995 a Diagnostic and
Remedid Policy Unit which saw teachers coming into that
Unit and going back into the system testing those children
primarily for reading difficulties and learning disabilities.
Indeed, Sir, with the establishment of that Unit, for the
very firgt time in our history we were able to take 1 050
children who had scored below 30% in the Common
EntranceExam and test them to see where their difficulties
and/or disabilitieslay. Thesignificanceof that isthat if you
smply dlow those children to transfer from primary to
secondary, having performed so poorly, without finding out
what was causing them to perform poorly, then you have
failed those children. We tested them during the course of
the summer and the most amazing thing those tests
revedled was that the mgjority of those children were at
Class 1 and Class 2 levels, although they werein Class4.
In other words, Sir, they were promoted beyond their
competence and ability.

We then met with the nine or ten public secondary
schools that were going to be taking those children in and
said to them that it was no sense putting those children to
do work that a child who is scoring 60%, or even 50% or
70%, would be doing in a normal first form curriculum.
Thosechildren now have to be taken and brought up to the
level they should be in secondary school, they have to be
brought up to thelevel they should have been before sitting
the II+. | an happy to say that with the co-operation of
the Barbados Association of Principalsof Public Secondary
Schools (BAPPS) we were able to take the curriculum for
those first formers, reduce it from the ten or so subjects
they would have had to do and limit it to Sx subjects, with
a specific requirement that there be at least ten periods per
week each for mathematics and for English, while still
exposng them to physica education, some form of
industrid arts and, indeed, some form of socia studies to
broaden their perspectiveat the same time. But the critica
thing is that unless you are capable of alowing them to
become literate and numerate so that they can read and
count they will never be able to assimilateinformation on
their own.

1155 am.

We believe, Sir, that we will have to continue this
policy where we are capable of being flexible enough to
have curricula that can meet the competencies and the
abilitiesof children in the system. We also felt that we will
have to extend this to the asssted private secondary
schoolswhich may fed that we have not cometo them yet;
but | only want to say to them that having started to put
the systemsin place in the public secondary schools thisis

thetype df technical assistancethat we would wish to offer
from the Minigtry of Education so as to be able to cater to
the needs of these children.

Sir, the testing therefore is continuing in the primary
schoolsin respect of the most common learning disabilities.
We believe that if we can get these results, work with the
class teachersto see where we can bring and improve these
children that we will go somewheretowards improving the
typeof child that movesfrom primary to secondary school.
At the end o the day, Sir, we mus have an all-
encompassing goa as to what we are seeking to do. We
believe that each child must leave primary school able to
read, to count, to reason and able to fed a levd o sdlf-
esteem; because if you don't fedl good about yourself, you
will not produce, to be able to deal with normal situations
and indeed situations of conflict. Very often, Sir, a lot of
people get themselves into trouble because they do not
know how to deal with the problem by way o thought or
expressing themselves and it is easier to pick up a collins
and lash somebody. In those circumstances, Sir, it hasto be
the god that each child must be able to leave primary
school able to read, to write, to count, to think critically, to
have a level of sdf-esteem and to deal with norma
situationsand situations of conflict.

That means, therefore, Sir, that the programme at
primary school whilst centred on English and Mathematics,
becaus. those are the engines and vehicles to assmilate
knowledge- if you can beliterate and numerate and think,
there mugt «ill be a level of exposure to broader
enrichment subjects - must not become the central focus,
because through integrated curriculum planning you can
read about social studies in English, you can ded with
science in mathematics, you can teach children about
geography in mathematics. Therefore, there has to be a
greeter level of planning as to the integration of curricula,
because the most important thing is to teach them how to
do for themselvesrather than throwing knowledge at them
and expecting that they will move through iife with this
stock of knowledge.

In those circumstances, Sir, | believe that the plansin
this White Paper that deal with the establishment of the
Curriculum Development Council to bring about the
integration of curricula on a more planned and cohesive
basis is the way to go. There was a Curriculum
Development Committee that ceased to operate in the
Ministry o Education for the last 8 or 9 years and we
believe that the resumption of this Cumculum
Development Council is critical if we are going to bring
about that level of changein the system.

Indeed, Sir, there have been comments in the
newspaper by someone, for example, who said that we
havent dedlt with African history. Sir, it is not for the
Minister or the Ministry to set out that. What we have done
is to create the instrument by which dl forms of
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curriculum planning become capable, an instrument which
fell into desuetude over thelast 8-9 years. So that what we
want to see at primary level is that levd of integration in
terms o planning the curriculum in such a way that it is
recognised that it is more important to teach a men to fish
than to give him a fish. What we are doing thereforeis
teaching them how to learn rather then just giving them a
gock of knowledge that they need to move from primary
to secondary.

Weaso fed, Sir, that the other critical thing that we
must achieve at the primary level which is gated in this
White Paper is the sensitising and the preparation of our
children to assimilatecultures from other parts of the world
but, more importantly, to develop the curiosity for the
language. If we recognise that this economy continues to
move in the direction of a knowledge based and skills
intensiveeconomy and if we recognise that more often than
not agreater level of our trade will comefrom Central and
Latin America— and indeed, the Minigtry of Internationa
Business has been negotiating for bilaterd investment and
taxation treaties from those areas - then as a nation we
must recognise that the development of a second language
isc..t.cal to the development of our people.

Now we are not suggesting that the substance of that
second language must be taught at primary level. Wha we
are saying, and we have had a report looking at the fal'ing
levels of language teaching in this country because of
interest among children, is that the curiosity and the desire
to learn that second language must be honed at the primary
level. In other words, the child must be exposed to aleve
o cultural knowledge about that particular region. The
child must want to know more about why people behavein
acetan way and why they sing and tak in a certain way
<0 that by the time it reaches secondary school and you
seek to teach the substance of the language, the grammar,
it has dready assimilated a little bit about the culture and
higory and how to say good morning and good bye and
basic conversation. Therefore, there will be adesireon the
pat of that child to learn the language a the secondary
level, fully recognising that, more and more, as the world
becomes more of a globa village, to refuseto give yoursdf
the opportunity to speak a second languageis to handicap
yoursdf, isto put yoursdlf in a Stuation where you arelike
a blind man.

| want to suggest therefore and to say to this
Honourable Parliament that the Ministry of Education hes
in fact been negotiating with two countries in particular,
Cogta Rica and Mexico, as to the level of assistance that
they can give us and the level of assistance we can give
them in ensuring that our countries can benefit from the
population learning a second language. In fact, the Rt.
Honourable Prime Minister and mysdf met with the
Presdent of Mexico, having signed a technica and

scientific agreement of cooperation between Mexico and
Barbados shortly before that meeting, and the President of
Mexico, himsdf a former Minister of Education, insisted
dong with the Prime Minister of Barbados that we work
towards the agreement for educational co-operation.

What we would like to see, Sir, isa situation develop
where teachers from Barbados will go there and teechers
from those countries will come here. It is not just about
teaching a child how to say bon jour or buenos dias, but it
is to give them a sense of appreciationfor the culture and
the higtory. We therefore believe that the persons who
should be used in the primary schoolsto teach that second
language should be personsfor whom that second language
is afirst language.

12.05 p.m.

Now, | would wish, Sir, to dead more specifically
with the question of flexible transfer and partia zoning. |
am using this opportunity,athough the legidation hasbeen
pased dready, to be able to remove some of the
difficultiesand doubts that some people seem to be having
and to assure the people of this country that we do not
believe tha we should implement mgjor policy changes
without bringing the people on board. To that extent, Sir,
after the legidative amendments were made, the Ministry
of Education sent to every single Class 4 parent and to
every single Principa in the primary schools and to every
single Class 4 teacher in the primary schools for the very
firgt time again, a document clearly outlining the changes
that had been made to thelegidation and the administrative
dipulations for the functioning of the policy.

| would want to say to you, Sir, that we have not
ste: ped there but we recognise that every parent who has
achild in primary school, whether that child isin Class 1
or Class 4, would fed some sense of urgency to find out
how this system will work. Those circularsto al the other
parents of primary school children and to dl o the other
primary school teachers will be going out this month. We
could not send out al a one time because o the
difficulties and the pressure on the postal system, plus the
fact that we would need the network of teachersto be dble
to send them out in adecentralized fashion. They will also
be receiving that brochure which outlines the changes in
flexible transfer and partia zoning.

Quite smply put though, Sir, the principle of flexible
transfer only says this, that each child does not develop at
the same rate as another, that each child develops at a
different rate athough we accept there is a certain age
range within which that development will take place. To
have a system of legidation that says that the age range is
only 365 days is not to understand the capacity and rate at
which children devel op, and legidation must never be used
as a tool o iniquity. This Government, therefore, felt
strongly that the legidation hed to change and become
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broad enough to accommodatetherate of development and
the range of competency o children. To that end, Sir, we
passed legidation which says tha children can now sit the
examination as early as 8, athough we accept that the
majority of children will still continue to sit at 10 and 11.
We have aso said that a child mugt be capable of sitting
the examination as late as 12 years old because that child
may be developing a littledower than another child in the
class.

We fully accept that the mgority of children will
continue to sit at age 10 and 11 but the legidation must be
broad enough to accommodate those who need to st early
or st late. In those circumstances, Sir, there has been some
concern: "You mean to tell me you are going to let
children go in a 9 with children going in at 13?" Now |
want to sy this to you, Sir, we in the Ministry of
Education have set out very clearly the adminigtrative
criteria that will dlow admission to early stting of the
examination, or deferra of the sitting of the examination.
No child may be alowed to sit that examination early
unlessthat child has been cong stently performingin excess
of 90% and has completed the curriculum for the
examination. | want to repeat that, Sir. That child must be
cong stently scoring above 90% and mugt have satisfied the
class teacher and the Principa that it has completed the
syllabus for the Common Entrance Examination.

Now, Sir, when we look at our statistics we expect
that there will be no more than about 40 or 50 children
every year who will sit theexamination a 8 or 9. We have
found that in terms of those who will sit at 8 that number
will, in fact, be one every few years, if so much. But one
mug still accommodate genius where genius existsand the
lav must not seek to retard the development of genius
whereit exists.

We dso have laid down specific criteria for the
personswho will defer sitting theexaminationfor one year.
Those children must be consstently scoring below 20%
because we believe that if a child is still scoring below
20%, then he or she redly does not have aclue of what is
going on in the area they are studying. A child with 30%
a least did not perform wel but understood some basic
conceptsto adlow him to score the 30%. We could at least
work with him or her in an easier way.

Now, Sir, our examination of the figures that will be
involved in this area show that there will be some 400 to
500 children per year who can have the opportunity to
defer gitting that examination. It is not just a question of
letting them defer it for another year and hope they will do
better in that year's time, but we have specifically designed
a programme that will see that upon the decision to defer
having been accepted by the Ministry, the same diagnostic
and remedial policy unit will come in and test the child,

will seek to develop a programme with the class teacher
how best to bring that child from where he or sheis to the
best that he or she can do, and that in addition to the
development and implementation of those programmes
based on tegtting, the Ministry will also conduct an
intensive summer school for a period of 4 to 5 weeks to
see those children being given an opportunity to develop
their skills and competencies to the maximum of their
ability.

Now, Mr. Speaker, | want to say something very
clearly. We cannot guarantee that that child will zoom up
the scale, but what we do know is that if we fail to do
anything as a Government, and as a people, in respect o
the best we can do for those children, then we stand to be
condemned. | want to repesat that, Sir, because we cannot
guarantee that that child will move from 10% to 50%,
40%, 70%, 30% or to 20%, but we will have discharged
our responsihility to create the opportunity where he or she
can perform to the maximum of hisor her ability without
the law and system hindering their development.

Having said that, Sir, there are other concerns as to
the operation of the system. 1 want to say up front that the
system providesfor aright of apped on the part of parents,
that there will be a committee established in the Ministry
of Education comprising the Chief Education Officer or his
nominee as Chairman, and including a representativefrom
BUT, the Conference of Primary School Heads and from
the BSTU. It will be a technical committee. It will look at
dl the information produced by both the parents and the
school and teke adecison that isin the best developmenta
interest of that child.

Now, Sir, that, in a nutshell, is the crux of what we
are seeking to do with flexible transfer. We have a
responsibility as acountry to meet the challengesfacing the
children of this country.
12.15 p.m.

| want to statefurther that for those personswho have
felt that we should not implement it for another year, |
could not in all consciencerecommend to Cabinet that we
would be party to those 450 children who might wish to
defer the exam for another year so as to be able to be
better prepared than their shuffling through the system
samply because we could not make the changesin time to
dlow them an opportunity to learn more.

The chances of their faling by the wayside must be
decreased as our provision will befar more accommodating
to their individua needs. And | go back, Sir, to the refrain
and theme of the White Paper that each one must matter,
each one has to matter, that Barbados is small enough
where we can make the adjustments to ensure that each
child can be accommodated, as far asis possible.
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There will dways be a number o children as there
has been, some 30 or 40 every year, who will never be
ableto sit the Common Entrance Exam. The Ministry has
dways provided for them. Many of those children go into
specid schools which specifically cater to their needs.

Thequestion of partial zoning. The Barbados L abour
Party has dways been committed to partial zoning. When
the Honourable Deputy Prime Miniger was Miniser o
Education, asystem of partia zoning wasintroducedin this
country which functioned for some 2 or 3 years before it
was dismantled by the last Government. The last
Government's position seemed to have been not too clear
because we have had Minigters of Education among them
who have advocated partial zoning but who, unfortunately,
did not remain there long enough to implement it.

Why do we feel that partia zoning is necessary?We
believe that the present system of alocation of children to
secondary schools resultsin children, for example, taking
2 and 3 buses to get to school. There are some children in
this country, Mr. Speaker, who leave St. Philip a 6.00
o'clock in the morning to go to Bridgetown to catch a bus
to Grantley Adams School in St. Joseph or to Coleridge
and Parry in St. Peter and who do not get back home
before 5.30, 6.00 and 6.30 in the evening. That is after
leaving school a 3.00 o'clock. Not only are they being
forced to have a much longer school day, therefore
affecting their concentration span eventualy but they are
vay often not even given the opportunity to participate in
extracumcular activitiesbecause they cannot stay and play
cricket until the sun sets. They cannot stay and kick a
football until the sun sets. They are not getting home early
enough to kick a football or to play cricket until the sun
sts.

Aside.

Hon. MissM. A. MOTTLEY: Or as the Honourable
Member says to carry out the animals.

The point is this. It is a sad, sad sight to see little
children 11 and 12 years old in first form, young girls in
first form waking the road at 6.00 a.m. and 6.15 a.m.
when the sun has barely risen because they have to go to
school on the other part of the idand and because the bus
routes do not accommodate them.

That aso leads to the breakdown of communities
because if you do not have children participating in the
community in which they live, then thereis no one to build
on the legacies of that community and to maintain strong
traditions in communities. One of the things that this
Barbados Labour Rxty Government is very clear about is
the role that communities mugt play in nation building
whether it is in the development of housing, whether it is
in ensuring that they have the capacity to manage their

sporting activities, church activities and the other things
that they must do, or whether it is in the form of their
interaction with PTAs and other socia groups that
communitiesmust play acentra rolein. The Deputy Prime
Minister dwayslikesto say that the Barbados L abour Party
istheRrty of decentralization and the Democratic Labour
Party has aways been the Party of bringing everything to
Bridgetown and making sure that the peoplein the country
do not benefit from anything because everything is in
Bridgetown. | will discuss that issue another day. | would
not seek to detain the House on that.

Long distances aso result in unpunctudity and the
loss of teaching time. | was amazed yesterday. | had to
rush back home around 9.00 a.m., 9.15 a.m. to get back
down to a meeting for 9.30 a.m. and | was amazed a the
number of children that | saw on the road in Alleyne
School uniforms, in Grantley Adams uniforms, students
going to the north of the country and they were somein
Princess Margaret uniformsgoing to the south. Thiswasin
Bridgetown. School starts & 8.30 a.m. Thereis a serious
problem in relation to unpunctudity and therefore the loss
o teaching time. At theend of the day, that is what they
are going to schoal for, to learn, to be taught.

Thereis dso an eement of tirednessand a lack o
concentration on the part of many of these students who
have, in fact, 12-hour days because they are on theroad at
6.00 o'clock which means they are getting up a 5.00
o'clock or 4.30 a.m. To come home at 5.30 p.m., 6.00 p.m.
means that you cannot settle down before 6.30 p.m. 7.00
p.m. If you have homework to do, Lord help you.

Thefina thing that we believe has to be remedied by
the introduction o partiad zoning is the digtribution o
pupils on a highly unequd basis. That is why there isone
fundamental difference between the policy of partial zoning
that we areimplementing at this stage and the policy which
was implemented on the last occasion we were in
Government. It is fundamentdly this, Sir. Each child will
have two open choices to choose two schools from
anywherein theidand, zone 1, zone 2, zone 3, any of the
23 secondary schools. Thereafter a child must choose
schools in his or her zone Those zones have been
compiled in close association with the bus routes of this
country so that no child should ever have to take more then
one bus to get to school. In other words, some people may
say, but why is the Alleyne Schoaol in zone 2 and other
schools in St. Miched are in zone 2? The truth is that
anybody who livesin Bush Hal or Station Hill knowsthat
the bus going up to the Alleyne School passes through
there. And, similarly, that the bus going up to the Grantley
Adams Schoal passesthrough The Turning. That child only
has to take a 15-minute ride between The Turning and S.
Joseph. We have been meticulous in ensuring that the
zones have been compiled with a critical consideration of
existing bus routes in this country.
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| should say, as an aside here, that thereisin fact a
school transportation study taking place on which students
councils have been fully represented as well and they have
been 90 valuable that for along time we have been making
recommendationsas to how we can increase transportation
for students along the way.

Having chosen two open choices and then schools
from your zone, there is one further requirement that must
be met and that requirement is that each school must take
30% of its intake from its zone. In other words, 3 out of
every 10 children must come from its zone. | want to say
something, Mr. Speaker. If | had my way, separately, |
believe that it should be 3 children outside of the range of
marks to ensure afuller mixing. But | have acceded to the
concerns expressed by BAPPSS, the Barbados Union of
Teachers and the BSTU and we have agreed that, at the
very least, we will start with a mechanism which ensures
that at least 30% of the children coming into the school
comefrom the zone or the district in which the child lives.
That is so critica, Sir, that when we met with the
principas o the Government Secondary Schools two
weeks ago, we decided that children and parents must be
able to make better informed decisionsas to how to move
their children into schools. That, Sir, would be facilitated
by the production of 23 two-minute videosto be broadcast
on television, which would highlight the ethos of the
school, which would highlight what the strengths of the
schoals are, which would highlight dl of those things that
would adlow a parent to be able to take a better decision
than they are currently capable of doing because the
information is not there.

12.25 p.m.

In addition to that, Sir, | want to commend the
principals of the public secondary schools for agreeing to
hold 4 seminars across Barbados for the parents of those
children sitting the exam so that they may be able to
address the concerns and to tell their schools in a manner
of speaking to those children and parents so that they may
be able to make better decisons for their children. They
have gone one step further and have agreed to ingtitute an
open day where the children from the schoolsin thedistrict
who are sitting the 11+ and their parents may come and
visit the secondary school to get a true fed as to what that
school has to offer. Therefore, Sir, | want to commend the
public secondary principalsfor their willingnessto give up
as much of their time to ensure that proper and informed
decisions are made on the part of these children. So, Sir,
that explains our perspectived partia zoning and flexible
transfers.

We are not relying on the goodness of the policy
itself. We recognise we have a duty to communicateit and
to communicate it effectively and we are working with a
Committee that is representative of al the educationd

gakeholders and has made representations. In some
instances we have altered policy on the bass of those
recommendations. So that we believe, Sir, that thisis the
correct way. We cannot promise 100% success but we
believe it is right, we believe it can work and we believe
it would put children in this country in a better position
than they have been for many years.

Sir, the question of secondary schools and secondary
education or certification is one that also occupies the
dtention of this White Paper. This White Paper, Sir,
reflects the degp concern that is held by this Government
as to the fact that we have six out of every 10 children
leaving secondary school in Barbados without proper
certification. We recognise however, that the solution to
that problem does not lie in the secondary system alone but
aso liesin the manner in which we deal with the primary
system and that at the end of the day we have to improve
the basc competency and capacity of children at the
primary level if they are going to make a differenceat the
secondary level.

Werecognise, Sir, that redly and truly there hasto be
the capacity to ensure that infrastructure in terms of
certification is a so availableto the country if weare going
to make changes in that regard. What do | meen by that,
Sir? CXC exams, at the level of genera proficiency, Sir,
were never intended to be exams which the generd
population could or should take. Indeed, Sir, the basic
proficiency exam was developed for that very reason. It is
unfortunate that the basic proficiency exam, as well as the
Barbados School Leaving Certificate, have both fallen into
disregard and amost disuse insofar as having any validity
with employers and indeed a number of private training
ingtitutions.

In those circumstances, Sir, Government has a
responsibility to ensure that we review the question of
certification and we have in fact received a report from a
sub-committee which | set up last year which we are now
conddering. That sub-committee, Sir, was representative of
al of the educationa stakeholders and it has made some
interesting suggestions which now have to be considered by
this Government as to what form of certification is going
to be available to Barbadians and when we can implement
it

We recognise, Sir, that it would be virtudly
impossible for us to implement any new system before
1998 and we are working towards that end. We deam it
critical that there be aform o certification that has vaue,
that has currency, that can represent what a child has in
fact learnt or not learnt because | do not believe, Sir, that
the 6 out of 10 leaving school without certificationactualy
spend 5 years in school without learning anything at all,
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but we have not been sophisticated enough to have a
mechanism which can in fact measure competencies that
may be acquired that are broader than the range currently
focussed on. Therefore | give the commitment to this
Honourable Chamber that that area in the White Paper is
one that will be pursued with alevel o diligence on our
part.

| want to say this about secondary schools and
primary schools principals because | want to deal with the
issue of leadership. It struck me one day, Sir, that redly
and truly, having set the overall environment within which
people mugt function, we redly have to step back. Each
one o us in here had to have the confidence that our
teachers would have taught us and would have taught us
well. Each one of usin here had to have the confideuce,
Sir, that our teachers would have prepared us for life and
| do not believe therefore, Sir, that it is the responsibility
or duty of a Ministry of Education to take away the
discretion or the capacity for teachers and principals to
function in their school environment. | believe, Sir, that in
-. thesame way | had that confidenceas a child, | must have
that confidence as an adult and particularly asa Minigter of
Education now. Therefore my responsbility and that of the
Ministry must be on a macrolevel while having the
confidence for the teachers and principals to operate and
operate effectively at the level of the school.

Of course there must be a system of accountability
because! do not know of any privilege that does not come
with responghility and once those lines of accountability
are kept clear and bare there is absolutely nothing wrong
,with ensuring that we back off a bit and give them more
room to operate at the level of the school environment. It
becomes more particularly 0 in a secondary school plant
which is dealing with in excess of 1000 personson plant,
amost 100 people on gaff and a budget of $3'/, million.

We do believe, Sir, that there may have to be some
changesin terms of the financial management and systems
of administration to ensure that there is more support and
better mining availablefor persons who have to ded with
budgets and <aff bigger than a lot of businesses in
Bridgetown. In those circumstances, Sir, we have st up a
committee to review the terms and conditions of teachers
and principals and to look a the reorganization of the
school plant with the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry
of Education chairing that committeeand Mr. Patrick Frost,
Generd Secretary of the Barbados Secondary Teachers
Union chairing a sub-committee.

In those circumstances, Sir, | would not wish to
prejudge the report of that Committee which is referred to
in this White Paper, as to their recommendations. Suffice

it to say, Sir, that | believe that that review o the
fundamental termsand conditions of teachersand principals
isso critical that it has the capacity to be one of the mgor
changes that this Government can confront and the ability
to bring aout a level of teacher empowerment in this
country.

| believe, Sir, therefore that we must wait until that
Committee has reported in order to be able to make sense
of where we must go, except to say that it must be on the
premiss that they must be given room to operate. There
must be a greater devolution of power to the level of the
school and the Babados Labour Paty Manifesto
committed itsdlf to this principle.

Sir, this White Paper deals with a number of other
issues, for example, relating to areas of excdlence in
secondary schools. We felt, Sir, that each school mugt be
prepared to develop alevel d excellencein some area o
activity for which it is renowned nationally, in other words,
Sir, that it has done so wdl in this particular area,
nationaly, that from the child to the parent, to the lab
assistant, everybody would fedl proud to say:

"Well you know thisis my school. Thisiswhat | did
a my school." Wha we did, Sir, was to ak
principals to meet with their teachers and to identify
for us what they would like those areas o excellence
to be. I, Sir, would not respond to the tripe that | saw
in the newspaper today talking about us being ditist
in thechoiced areas d excellence. The Minigtry of
Education had nothing to do with the choice of those
aeas o excdlence because we beieve that
devolution of management must exist in relaion to
the grategic direction in which a school must carry
itsdf and, therefore, a the end of the day, only
market forces can determine whether the god that
that particular secondary school set itself hasin fact
become an area o excdllence.
12.35 p.m.

Aside.

Sir, | would not respond anymore to him because that
is the same man that tells us that there were a thousand
children in the sysem without textbooks under the
Government's Textbook Scheme. But he would not go
ahead and tell you that this Ministry ensured by September
1995, with the assistance of facts the Public Secondary
Principalsin this country, that there were no children who
should be without Government textbooks because the last
Government carried the fees from $20.00 to $75.00. They
will not tell you that, Sir. Now | am not blaming anybody
but we did not wak about and beat our chest when we
ensured that those children received books. We did not
wak about and beat our chest because we bdieved that
these were sendtive matters. Instead, we cdled in
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the principals, we spoke to the principals in private about
it, and we never madeit a publicissue because we believed
that it could be managed internally and it related to
sensitiveissues.

It is true, Sir, that there may well have been some
children who could have afforded to pay and were just
being worthlessand not paying. But we believe, Sir, that as
leaders we have to be big enough and responsible enough
to ensure that when children go to school they aretherefor
learning and they must not be made to pay for either
cheapness or the inability to pay because of the
irresponsbility of their parents in terms of buying them
expensive shoes but not giving them money for books. We
have brought a resolution to that matter, Sir, and | am
happy to say that, if thereis any child in a school without
a hook, that child must go to the principal o that school.
All have given commitments that the situation will not
recur. Because this is the same Government, Sir, who
sooke a@bout and have been committing ourselves to
providing.. We have just provided $14 million in
textbooks in primary schools because children's parents
were having to spend in excess of $150 to $200 per child.
In those circumstances, Sir, we felt that the textbooks had
to ke available to the children.

Now, Sir, in respect of tertiary education. | want to
say that this Government's policy in relation to tertiary
education has of necesdity to have the fundamenta goa of
expanding access to tertiary education, whether it be at
University, the Polytechnic, BCC or Erdiston. This
Government's commitment is fundamentally to expand the
numbersof personsgoing into tertiary education. We fed
that Barbados rate of transfer from secondary to tertiary is
too low. We recognize that the difficulties have not only
been financid but, in fact, have related to matriculation. In
other words, it is the qudity of person coming out of
secondary being capable of entering tertiary education. In
those circumstances, Sir, we have committed ourselves to
change what is in fact the only index in our profile that
redly is consistent with a developing country. When you
look a Barbados, everything else in our profile is
congstent in being a devel oped country except for the rate
of transfer from secondary to tertiary education.

To this end, Sir, one of the first policy initiatives
taken by this Government was to expand the numbers o
persons entering the Samuel Jackman Prescod Polytechnic
for training. We got there, Sir, and there were some 1400
children who were going to the Polytechnic for training in
thiscountry. We said "no" that there were too many young
people leaving school who did not have a skill, who did
not have access to training and that we had as a matter of
urgency to expand it. 1| am hgopy to report to this
Honourable House, Sir, that one phase of that expansion
has been successfully completed, that we moved from 1400
to 2000, an increase of 33'/, per cent on the course of last

September.  Phase 2, Sir, is about to be implemented
from September, 1996 which will see us move from 2000
to 2500.

In addition, Mr. Spesker, we have in fact
commissioned the study that will see a re-examination of
the academic year of the Polytechnic because we believe
there is absolutely no reason why the Polytechnic must
continue on the same academic year as secondary schools
when you have significant investment in plant there, and
when that academic year only meets for 38 weeks out of
52 and only 10 hours out of aday of 24 hours. Therefore,
we are not getting the maximum potential out of the
investment in plant that we have there and, before we tak
about expanding in terms of new physical buildings, we
have to be able to meet the demand in the system for a
reorganizetion of the calendar year and from an
incorporation of secondary school plant after 3 o'clock in
other parts of thiscountry that have significant investments
in technical facilities and labs. So that that is this
Government's policy in respect of the Polytechnic.

We aread so looking to reorganizethe management to
make it far more effective and to ensure that there is a
mechanism that is capable of adjusting the cumculum to
meet the developmenta needs of the country particularly
because of the rate of technologic change that this country
has had to face. By that, what do I mean, Sir? We came
into Gevernment and found the Situation where there hed
been n: improvement in technology or plant in the
Polytechnic for a substantial number of years. So what is
thesense df training a mechanic or an auto electrician who
now cannot go out there and deal with the technology that
iscoming in the carsin terms of new technology? What is
the sense of training people who cannot go into a hotel
plant and meet the capacity to fix things that are usng
different types of proceduresthat were not prevaent in use
10 years ago?

| am happy to say that the Board at the Polytechnic
is doing an excellent job. We took a deliberatedecision to
have large private sector involvement in it because a the
end of the day they are training peoplefor the private and
public sector needs of this country in terms of being able
to equip the plant and to fix the things that are necessary
to move this country forward. So it is critica to have that
mechanism that will revise curriculum in aquick way and
in aflexibleway. We have adso, Sir, implemented a mgor
computer lab because we want to be able to train
Barbadians to be able to meet the needs of fixing and
dealing with computers as well and not only looking at it
from the point of view of consumers.

Sir, the Barbados Community Collegecontinuesto do
exceedingly well. We have had significant expanson not
only in terms of numbers but in terms of areas of
responsibility.

12.45 p.m.
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The new Hotel School is due to open for its training
from September, 1996 with an expansion of 250 to 400
persons, and indeed with the introduction of three new
courses which, for the very first time, will dlow
Barbadianswho want to work in the hotel plant but who do
not have certificatesto be able to accesstraining so as to
be able to improve themsalvesand their level of servicein
the tourism industry. We would hope that with the three
nine-months courses being offered in housekeeping, in the
kitchen and in the maintenance o plant, we would be able
to expand the numbers as the years go on so that those
persons who would normaly enter the tourist industry at
the lowest levels would be able also to access training and
not only those entering as managers or middle
management. For the first time, Sir, | will remind you, this
is being implemented.

In addition, we want to start negotiations with the
University of the West Indies in respect of the potentia
devdopment of a joint tourism degree between the
Barbados Community College and the University of the
West Indies, because we believe, particularly in the light of
the OECS Co-operation Agreement signed by the Prime
Minister, that we have to have the capacity to develop and
providetrainingin tourism, which has becomethe principa
economic earner for dl these countries in the Eastern
Caribbean, and there is in fact no full capacity to serve
those training needs in the Eastern Caribbean at the
moment. | would hope, therefore, to continue those
discussions with the University of the West Indies and the
BCC, as wdl as the Minister of Tourism, to meet the needs
as we move into the 21st century in training and tourism,
in particular the cruise industry which has been growing at
a dgnificant rate and which has been a sgnificant
employer of Barbadians within recent years in dl areas
from hospitality to music to actua mechanica work on
board the ships.

The Community College, Sit, also is at the moment
examining - and | have with me a draft fina report on it
- the expansion of the Community College's language
laboratory. | spoke earlier in this debate as to the fact that
we mugt as a country develop the capacity to incorporate
a second languageas part and parcel of our overal natura
and economic development. Therefore, the Government is
now examining the potential for the expansion of that
language lab, given the report that is before us

The Advisory Committeeon Tertiary Education meets
with me every other month and | want to take this
opportunity to thank them, because they have been doing
excdlent work. We have not just been meeting and
philosophising,but we have taken concretedecisionson the
rationalisation of delivery of programmes, our capacity to
develop managerid programmes and we are now looking
a how to improve the delivery of management. We have

looked at IT and we have taken firm decisions as to how
to expand our capacity to develop information technology
training. What | want to say is that the Committee is
looking a proposas for the establishment of an
international school of services to meet the needs for
professiona training in the areas of services in our
economy - banking, insurance, copyright, software design
- dl of theareas of service on which this economy relies
s0 heavily, because there seems to be a fedling that once
you get your degree and leave school you should not go
back and recelve any form of training. We believe that
accountants, bankers, lawyers, insurance people, people
involved in copyright and software design must have the
capacity to do short training programmesthat keep them at
the cutting edge d development in the areas, particularly
where alot of servicesdepend on the development of new
products within the niche of services so as to gan
additional businessin this country.

Having recognised that, Sir, we see the naura
symbiatic link of being able to use that school and attract
gstudents and professonds not only from the Eagtern
Caribbean, but if we can link it with the language
laboratory a the Community College, which teaches from
Japanese right back down to Spanish, to French and to
everything, we would be able also to attract businessmen
and professionals from Central and Latin America who
want a broader perspective and want some short-term
training, because we can offer them the language capacity
through the expanson o the language laboratory.

The vison in respect o tertiary education has to be
large, has not only to look a the quegtion of training
people out of secondary school, but must look at the
proczss of retraining peopleat any and every stagedf their
development, particularly since downsizing has now
become an integral part of the landscape of some of our
bus nessmen.

Sir, the University of the West Indies. We took the
decision that we have to be able expand numbersattending
the Universty of the Wes Indies. | fed particularly
honoured to be able to serve within the University of the
Wedt Indies a atime when thereisa major re-examination
o theraison d'étre of that university and its role in the
Caribbean, not only as an educationa indtitution but as a
mgor tool of development for this region. | am happy to
announce, Sir, and some people may dready be awvare, that
the report on the governance of the University was
accepted by Council, that there have been a number of
recommendations made which have been the subject of
review by an Implementation Committeefor the year and
that those recommendations have in fact been now
approved by Council. From August 1 the report on the
governance in respect of mgor areas of implementation
will take place. | believe that those areas which seek

-
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tolook at thequestion of the development, for example, of

agraduate school, which will befar more responsiveto the
private and public sector needs in the region, that looksin

fact at the structure of the Univerdity in terms o faculties
and whether they cannot be far more cost effectiveand far
more productive through therestructuring of theUniversity,
that thosefactorsthat also look at the University's capacity
toearn money outside of subventionsgiven by Government
are critical to the sustainablegrowth of that ingtitution and
its relevance to us as Caribbean people.

In those circumstances, very often when you have
mgor change like that it can only succeed if the politica
will is there to implement it. | am satisfied, having hed the
opportunity over the last 18 months to be integrdly
involved in the process, that the politica will exists not
only at theleve of the Governments, but more importantly
a the level of the leadership of the Univerdity of the West
Indies. | would wish to publicly commend the leadership of
_ that ingtitution for being brave enough to meet in the face
o dl formsaf opposition, but to insist that if we are going
to be relevant to this region, these are the fundamental
changesthat must take place in thisingtitution at thistime.
In that context it was particularly important to us therefore
to ensure that we can increase the level d numbers going
into the University. Indeed, Sir, onedf the things we have
aso done to reduce the question of cost, and this was also
doneearly in our administration, was to have the Barbados
Community College and the University of the West Indies
st down together, as we said to them there mugt be an
articulation agreement in place, because the Government of
Barbadoscannot continueto pay twicefor peopleattending
Community Collegeand the University in respect of certain
courses as now exists because of the absence of that
articulation agreement. | am happy to report yet again to
thisHonourable Chamber that that draft report should bein
my hands within two weeks. In fact, | believe dl that is
teking place is the refinement for presentation to me
Having had that report from the two principa negotiators,
Sir Keith Hunte and Mrs. Norma Holder, we bdieveit will
have the capacity of saving significant money for the
Government of Barbados, which has had on occasion to
pay for students both at BCC and UW1 to learn the same
thing over again, taught by the same person. That is the
type of wastage we are committed to reducing.

Sir, the question of fees.
12.55p.m.

Sir, this Government was met with the fact that the
"~ last Government had committed itself by way of a Cabinet
decison in respect of a public expenditure programmein
May 1993 to introduce fees a the Barbados Community
College, theSamuel Jackman Prescod Polytechnic,Erdiston
College and the University of the West Indies. Sir, the
Cabinet paper is available and | have dready in this

Honourable Chamber produced the documents which
showed the Cabinet decison approving a public
expenditure programme showing revenue coming to the
Barbados Government by way of feesand taking the policy
decison to implement the charging of fees a the
Polytechnic and the Community College and a the
University of the West Indies from 1996.

Sir, it is a matter of public record that the former
Minister of Education, the Hon. Cyril Walker, refused to
give acommitment to the peopleof thiscountry and to this
Honourable Chamber to pay fees for Barbadian students
beyond 1996. That is a matter of public record and that is
condgstent with the Cabinet decison showing that
Government would have charged fees from 1996.

Sir, that Government of the Democratic Labour Party
would have charged fees. That Sir, was further supported.
They fed that | come in here to tel lies. Let me tell you
something, Sir, thisisan Aide Memoire signed by the Hon.
L. V. H. Lewis, G.C.M., authorised representative of the
Government of Barbados, a Miniser of the Crown
nonetheless of the day, a colleague of the Honourable
Member for St. Michaed West, in the same Cabinet in
which the Honourable Member for St. Michad West and
the Leader of the Opposition sat, signed it the week after
the Cabinet took the decision.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir. | hate to
interrupt the Honourable Member. The HonourableMember
has made reference to the Member for St. Michad West
and | have said in this House before and | say it again |
know absolutely nothing of the Cabinet Paper of which the
Honourable Member speaks.

Hon. MissM. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, since
the Honourable Member used to be on a plane dl the time
| can believe that he may not have been present a the
Cabinet meeting, but the principle of collective
responsibility is a principle upon which our Condtitution is
based, and unless he now wishes to dissociate himsdf from
the Democratic Labour Party, | would suggest that he not
go down that line.

On May 14, 1993, the week after Cabinet took the
decison, a team of persons went to Washington to
negotiate with the World Bank for the loan that is now
being executed by this Government. On that occasion, the
team led by the Honourable Senator Lewis specifically
stated at page 2 o the Aide Memoire which | will make
again a document of the House that the education public
expenditure programme gpproved by Cabinet on May 6,
1993 was discussed and agreed upon and is attached at
Annex 1,
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Sir, it goes on to speak about the public expenditure
programme. It goes on to tak about cost recovery
measures, for example, tuition fees at the post-secondary
inditutions. It says, Sir:

"The adoption of a cost recovery programme at
the post-secondary level, i.e. UW.l., BCC, SIPP,
Erdison College is based on the principle that
beneficiaries should assume more responsibility for
the cogt of their education.

The Government o Barbados is strongly
committed to introducing cost recovery at the post-
secondary level. The Barbados del egation pointed out
by the Government has authority and jurisdiction to
determine cost recovery for al Barbadian students
attending the University o the West Indies.

The public expenditure programme which, by the
way, was gpproved by Cabinet 8 daysbeforecalsfor
the introduction o tuition fees which will represent
about 10% of economic costs. To ensure the success
o the cost recovery programme, the Government
proposes to carry out anaytic work including the
design o an dternative finance mechani im, that is,
loans or grant schemes and generate a broad
consensus among the generd population prior to
launching the programme in 1996."

It goes on finally to say that the introduction of a cost
recovery programme represents an important step forward
and condtitutes an important additional source of revenue
to the educational sector which can be redirected towards
a qualitative approach.

Sir, not only are these Minutes, but it is an A de
Memoire bearing the signature of a Minigter of the Crown
who received his mandate from Cabinet the week before.
He is nat like the Leader of the Opposition who said that
he went and negotiated with the World Bank without
getting a mandate from Cabinet. He received a mandate.

| want to say, Sir, theonly reason | am going back to
this is that we have heard a levdl of hypocrisy in this
country by the Democratic Labour Party which for the last
10 months through the yard fowls have continued to
"pompaset” and tell people that they were never part of this
decision. It is the mogt blatant form of dishonesty. | agree
that the Honourable Member for St. Michad West had s0
little regard for the former Cabinet that he would not even
consider this a decision.

The redlity is, Sir, tha when we sought to be honest
with the people of this country and to say to the people o
this country that we had dready been committed to the
World Bank, thet thereis no way we can charge feesat the

BCC or the Polytechnic or Erdiston but that we want to
engender a level of public discussion in respect o the
University of the West Indies becauseit istoo fundamental
an issue to have a decision teken clandegtingly in a room
without the public of this country having an input, al we
sought to do, Sir, is to say that we don't know how you
want to deal with this, let us as a country discussit. There
must be adefining point in the manner in which we handle
the question of tuition fees in this country.

To that extent, we appointed an advisory committee
on the financing of tertiary education which comprised a
number o distinguished people in this country and which
met extensively and went dl about this country taking the
opinions of people. The same Democratic Labour Party all
of asudden are now saying no fees, having agreed to it in
1993. They have done an intelectualy dishonest
somersaullt and now are taking a contrary postion.
Everybody has the right to change his mind, but the least
they could be is honest and tell people that they are now
changing their minds.

Sir, | want to publicly commend... The other nasty
thing tha was done Sir, was to talk about this
Government's gppointing commissions and paying people
alarge sum of money. Sir, | want to use this opportunity
to publicly thank those persons who served on that
Committeefor not a single red cent and who in theinterest
o public service, met every Thursday for 8 months and
sometimes Fridays and Saturdays to get what | will make
a document of the House today, this Report o the
Advisory Committee on the Financing of Univerdty
Education.

1.05 p.m.

Sir, this Government has accepted the Report and hes
ddiberatedover itsrecommendations. Therecommendation
o the Report has been that Barbadian students should pay
50% of the tuition fees charged by the University of the
West Indies. | want to repeat that, Sir. The
recommendation of the Report and the Committeeis that
Barbadian students should pay 50% of the tuition fees
which would, in effect, approximate, on the current
billings, to Barbadian students contributing $3 million to $6
million per year in tuition fees. The Cabinet of Barbados,
on the recommendation of the Minister of Education, hes
agreed that the Government of Barbadosin what can only
be described as a defining philosophical moment, should
treat education as an economic sector in this country with
thefull redization that on agrowth path of knowledgebase
and skill, intensve industries the mgor input to that
productive sector is human resource devel opment.

In the same way, Sir, that we recognise
philosophicdly the role of Government to support the
deveopment of productive sectors such as tourism,

_——
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whether it was the purchase of the Hilton in the 1960s, or
the development of the south coast hotels today, or
Government's role in the development in the informatics
sector, or manufacturing, that having determined that
human resource development is the mgjor contributor to
our economic devel opment, education must now be treated
not smply as a social sector but indeed as an economic
sector in this country. To that end, Mr. Speaker, we have
determined that in the same way as we can bring about
fiscal incentives and subsidies for inputs within the
economic sector by giving duty free inputs to
manufacturing that has seen the most tremendous growth
in manufacturing in the last year, or to the tourism sector,
that the Government of Barbados will treat the question of
students tuition fees as an economic cost that we are
committed to pay. In other words, Mr. Speaker, there will
be smply no tuition fees.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, | beg to
move that this House be suspended until 2.15 p.m. this
afternoon.

Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Member have you
conoluded?

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: No, Sir. We are 10
minutes into the lunch period, | will not be very much
longer but | still need to conclude.

The question that the House be suspended until 2.15
p.m. was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division and Mr. SPEAKER suspended the House
accordingly.
2.25 p.m.

RESUMPTION

Mr. SPEAKER: This sditting is resumed. The
Honourable Member for St. Michael North East.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, a the
time at which the sitting was suspended for lunch, | was in
the process of indicating this Government's policy in
respect of tuition fees at the University of the West Indies.
| clearly indicated that this Government has committed
itself to continuing the payment o fees of Barbadian
students attending the University of the West Indies on the
basisthat we believe that if we view education as we must
as an economic sector, we will continueto ensure that we
can have the valid and properly trained human resource
base to meet the needs of nationa development.

We have adso taken adecision, Sir, that there will be
some limitation in respect of the payment of tuition fees,

and, indeed, Sir, we commit ourselves fully to the payment
of tuition fees for one first degree at the University of the
West Indies for the period of time the programmeruns for
the first degree, plus one additional year, because we
recognise that sometimes people may fall ill, or there may
be some other reason which may cause them to repeat their
year in pursuance of their university education.

We have also determined, Sir, that we will pay for
students pursuing one part-timefirst degree for the period
of time that programmeruns to completethe part-timefirst
degree, plusoneadditiona year. In those circumstances, we
have al so taken a decision to continuethe policy in relation
to pogt graduate training where anybody who receives an
upper second class degree or a first class degree will be
entitled to have their tuition fees paid as a right for post-
graduate training and a discretion given to the Minister of
Education to pay the tuition fees of any person who will be
pursuing pogst-graduate training in an area of nationa
demand as outlined by the Minister of Education on those
circumstances. We bdlieve that it is necessary to put those
limits on the commitment to continuing the payment o
student fees.

| would also let this Honourable Chamber know that
theselimitations have been consi stent with views expressed
in the Advisory Committee's Report and have also been
congstent with views expressed by various sectors within
the educational fraternity, including the Guild of
Undergraduates. We believe that having given the
opportunity to a person to pursueonefull-timefist degree,
or one part-time first degree, the respongbility of
Government extends not to another first degree but indeed
to post-graduate training in those areas that currently exist
which we will be continuing as a matter of policy.

| want to say al of this, Sir, because this whole issue
o university fees, as | said, has been a contentious one.
Wetook a decision that we could not give the commitment
on this matter without a full and proper examination of the
circumstancesand indeed we ensured that we were capable
o sounding public opinion as well as receiving studied
memoranda from various members o the broader
community and the educational community. We are
satisfied, Mr. Speaker, after afull and proper ventilation of
this matter, that we are in a podtion to determineit, and
have doneso by reason of the announcements addressed to
you here. What also makes this so significant, as | said,
was the posgition taken by the past Government, now the
present Opposition.
2.25 p.m,

Onedf the significant thingsis that when we decided
that we were not prepared to compromise a dl on the
Polytechnic or, indeed, the BCC or Erdiston that there
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was a determination that even if it meant not being able to
access the loan financing available from the World Bank
we were not prepared at dl to compromiseon that position.

What was aso significant, Mr. Speaker, was that we
advanced that position to the World Bank and the World
Bank in aletter to the Government of Barbadosthrough the
Director of Finance and Economic Affairs on March 10,
1995 which | will make a document of the House said that
they understood, on page 2 and | quote:

"We understand the Government's reluctance to
charge tuition fees for Students attending in-service
teacher training programmes a Erdiston, to those
atending the Polytechnic who come from relatively
poor socio-economic backgroundsand to those at the
Community College who are there because d a lack
of adequate sixth form places in schools."

I make this point because there has, in fact, been in
exisencein Barbadosfor many yearsapolicy in respect of
cost recovery for part-time persons at a number of
educational ingtitutions who wanted to be able to broaden
their mandatein the ddlivery of services. This Government
has no intention of dterting that situation because most of
the persons who are pursuing those part-time courses are,
in fact, in a position to contribute towards the cost of such
COUrses.

Having said that, Mr. Speaker, Sir, | want to refer,
veay briefly, to the projectionswhich we have in respect of
the cost of university education over the next 10 years and
the expansion rates. Basically, on the basis of information
supplied from the University of the West Indies to us, we
expect that totd enrolment at the University which
currently stands at 2 228 shou:id be able to be expanded to
at least 3 061 in the year 2004.

We also expect that there will be an increase in cost
which will move. This year we will spend some $28
million in economic cost. Although we have not received
the formal billing yet, we expect the billing to be in the
vicinity of some $6 million to $6'/, million. In those
circumstances, the calculationsfor projected cost increases
to the year 2004 show that, by that stage, the economic
cost should result in a billing to Government of some $39
million, just under $40 million in fact, $39.9 million and of
tuition fees of some $7 million or jugt thereover.

In those circumstances, this Government therefore has
not taken a decison without reference to information
before it nor without reference to the full process o
conaultation with the people of this country. It is too
fundamenta a decision that can affect the future of the
humean resources of this country.

We aso believe tha the cost saving mechaniams
currently being pursued at the University of the West
Indies in pursuance o the implementation of the
Government's report are substantial and we expect,
therefore, to have some element of cost savings in respect
o their capacity to manage their own programme. One of
thelittleknown factsof that implementation, Sir, is that the
University of the West Indies Council which currently
gtands in excess of 200 persons will, in fact, drop to 21
people. That is a signficant decision in respect o
management of that ingtitution. They are cost reated
because the University would, hitherto, have borne the cost
of dl 200 persons sitting on council in terms of their
capacity to be at that meeting. There has been a clear
decison that not only is that body unwidldy in size but,
indeed, there is an dement of cost saving that can be
generated through the new structure that is being proposed.

There are a number of other mechanisms relating to
therestructuring of faculties, to thedelivery of consultancy
sarvices to the public sector and the private sector
throughout the region that should, in fact, see a reduction
in the overal percentage reliance of the University on the
Governmentsin this region.

~ | wish to move now to the question of Erdiston
Teachers’ Training College. On the weekend | had the
opportunity and the pleasureto announce that Erdiston had,
in fact, been responding well to their new mandate. There
was a time some three years ago where there was
uncertainty as to whether Erdiston would continue to exist.
| an happy that decision led to its continued existence.

Erdiston has been around for some48 years. But even
prior to Erdiston, teacher training was available in
Barbados through the Rawlel Training Institute. Oned the
things that have contributed to the relative success o
education in this country has been, in my opinion, the
capacity to train those persons who can affect output. It is
thereforecritica, Mr. Speaker, that we continuethe process
o teacher training in this country and retraining.

There is however as you would know, Mr. Speaker,
a nead to be able to measure the vaue of that training in
the actual working environment. As recently as yesterday,
the Chairman of Erdiston intimated to me that Erdiston is
now seeking to develop a second mechanism that would
dlow them to trace the devel opment of their udentsin the
classsoom as well as deliver a level o training in'the
classroom to ensure that that training is more relevant and
not smply academic in nature.

Erdiston, as you may know, Sir, has taken over the
programmes offered by the University of the West Indies
in theform of the In-service Diploma on Education as well
as the Certificate of Education Management and
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Adminigtration. But we believe that there is a category o
persons in the teaching sector, particularly among
temporary teachers that have not been trained, that deserve
the opportunity to be trained and, indeed, Sir, that we must
provide that opportunity for teachers who would wish to
have training.

Asaresult of the cessation of full-timetraining, they
have been unable for a very long time to access full-time
training. In many instances, many of them could not even
access part-time training as Your Honour may be aware.
We took a decision last year that, a the very least, those
untrained temporary teachers must be alowed to access
pat-time training in the interim and that, with the
resumption of full-time training at Erdiston, they must be
given priority.

This Government believes that from September, 1997,
there will be an dement of teacher training available to
those untrained teachers which would lead to full-time
qudifications on their part. | an happy therefore to
announce this to this Honourable Chamber.

In addition, Sir, we recognize that there are still some
difficulties.One o the unfortunate things about Erdistonis
that the last Govemment did, in fact, tie them in to a
downsizing of asubstantial nature through the reduction of
gaff' available to Erdiston College and indeed at a time, as
Y our Honour may be aware when they were increasing the
workload of the college.

It has now left this Government in adifficult podtion
because that too was contained as part of the negotiations
between the World Bank and the Government.

We have decided that those resources in the form of
people, whether on aconsultancy basis, contractua basisor
fully employed basis, or part-time employment must be
available to Erdiston to meet what has been, in fact, an
increased mandate. You cannot increase the mandate of an
inditution and then downsize its capacity to meet that
mandate.

The Principal of Erdiston made this point a the
weekend, at the graduation ceremony at Sherbourneand it
is one which we have given a general commitment to
ensure, that they have proper access to resources to deliver
the mandate which has been given to them.

That ingtitution, in pursuance of our discussions with
the White Paper too also produced a training plan down to
the year 2000. We bdieve that it is one worthy of support,
having considered it and we will be continuing the
expansion of the programme they have outlined.

One of the mogt significant things that | would wish
to aert this Honourable Chamber about is the capacity of
Erdiston to meet the needs of IT training, Information
Technology training among teachers if we are going to
move to a stage where we can use that technology in the
form of computer aided learning.

| have announced previoudly, in public, that this
Government is seeking to negotiate aloan which would see
the rehabilitation of primary schools and, equaly the
computerization of primary schools in a ratio of one in
four. In other words, one computer for every four pupils.
If we are going to do that then we must be in the postion
not only to ensure that the hardware and the software are
available in the schools but that we have so adequately
trained our teaching population that it can be used as an
effective toal in the learning and teaching process.

In those circumstances, Sir, we determined that we
would need to start that process of training teachers in
information technology for computer aided learning as a
matter of urgency. | am happy to announce to this
HonourableChamber that we negotiated with the Caribbean
Development Bank for aloan which we started negotiations
for March last year and which the Caribbean Development
Bank approved in December last year. That loan would see
fundsgoing to thecompletion of the . Thomas Secondary
School which has been cogting the Govemment of
Barbados some $40 000 per month for the 3'/, years that
congtruction has ceased, and dso to the cost of the
diagnogtic testings that | referred to this morning in terms
o tedting for physical impediments, and also for Erdiston
College to embark on a training programme of teachersin
the system over the next 3 years to be able to bring as
many Barbadian teachers as possble to a levd of
competencein the use of information technology.

2.35 p.m.

Sir, we bdieve that this is an example of good
planning. We bdlieve that we are making sure that once we
access the resources to be able to computerise the primary
plant, Sir, and the secondary plant on a onein 10 ratio, we
would have the human resources cepable of using the
technology which we would be putting in schools. One of
the things a lot of countries that have sought to
computerise have found, is that they computerised without
preparing the teachers so that the computers sat in schools
and could not be effectively used other than for the
purposes o word processing or something basic like that,
because they had not trained the teachersin the use of it as
a computer aided learning tool which is something
dgnificantly different, it was dmogt to be described as a
wasted investment.

In respect of tha loan from the Caribbean
Deveopment Bank that | just referred to, we beieve
therefore that it will give Erdison the capacity to
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deveop a potentid for training. That training in fact, Mr.
Spesker, Sir, for the computer aided learning will start
from September 1996 and the loan provides not only for
the purchase of hardware and software but indeed for
technica assistancein the college as well.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, | have dedt essentidly with
Erdiston, with the Polytechnic, with the University o the
West Indies and in a limited form, the Barbados
Community College. As | indicated, the Barbados
Community College continues to do an excellent job. Not
only does it have to ded with the increased mandate
through the Hospitdity Institutebut it hasin fact dso been
the subject of serious discussion with the Ministry as to the
capacity to extend information technology training in
Barbados. Unfortunately the Community College at the
moment will be able to meet very little of the demand that
exigts for information technology training and one of the
things that we have addressed, both in the White Paper and
in red terms, is our desire to expand that training in the
course of the coming academic year so that we can move
from a situation of training 200 persons per year to 425
personsin generd training for information technology and
to put on 3 advanced diploma courses for 12-week periods
which would bring studentswho have already received that
badc training to an even higher level and make them more
able to meet the demands placed on them by businessesin
the exigting informatics sector in Barbados.

We hope, Sir, that we will be in a pogtion to
implement this fully by September and | would only wish
to say, Sir, that the type of training and the type of
commitment that we have seen at the Barbados Community
College augurs wel for the continued training o
Barbadians as we move into the 21st Century. This is not
only in informatics, Sir, but from al areas, whether it isin
the area of hedth, whether it is in the area o hospitality,
whether it isin the areasmply o providing the outlet for
dternative training to the 'A" Levelsthrough the Associate
Degree courses. | only wish to say a this stage, Sir, that
this Government has the honour to announce that as o
1997, for the very firg time, students pursuing the
AssociateDegree programmewill be entitled to beawarded
scholarshipsin this country and the mechanism for that has
been virtually agreed upon between the Barbados
Community College and the Ministry. We believe that the
students should not be prejudiced by virtue of the fact that
they have not chosen to do 'A' levels since in may
instances the Associate Degree Programme extends beyond
the 'A' Leve courses. There should therefore be an
opportunity for them to be able to access tertiary training
a the levd of a scholarship being available to them in
circumstances where some of them in fact are doing work
which is not different from the ones doing ‘A" levels.

That brings me, Sir, to the question of whether in fact
there was a case for additiona sixth form ingtitutions in
this country. For a number of reasons, Sir, we believe, in

the Ministry, that we will in fact see a decline over the
next few yearsin the number o personstaking'A' levels.
Sir, not only would the playing fied be levelled by
dlowing Associate Degree students to be entitled to
scholarships but the articulation agreements between the
Barbados Community College and the University of the
West Indies which we believe will be in place by the end
o this month, will dso ensure that students doing the
associate degree will receive credits in some arees on
which there is dready agreement on articulation, and
therefore they would be able to pursue and move forward
a a quicker rate to a degree and in a more comprehensive
manner than those persons who would have smply done
‘A" levels and are matriculating on the basis of those ‘A
levels.

In those circumsatances, Mr. Speaker, we expect that
there will continue to be a decline in the number of
students wishing to pursue ‘A’ level subjectsin their own
right. This is an issue that will bear further examination
particularly becauseof the commitment given by successive
Governmentsof Barbadosto the question of the ‘A’ leve
equivdent that CXC is seeking to develop in the region.
We have therefore to examine these mattersfully given the
increased use and prevaence of the Associate Degree
programme in our system.

| would not go so far as to say, Sir, that perhagps we
are now seeing the vindication of an Honourable Member
in here as to the existence of that college purely as being
the only one that should provide sixth form education but
| would venture to say, Sir, that the truth is that | suspect
that he may well be correct before the end of the century.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, | want to address briefly the issue
o teacher empowerment again because | spoke about
teacher training just now in the context of Erdiston and |
spokeabout the need for devolution of greater management
a the leved of the schools. One of the significant things
that has to be addressed in this system, Sir, is the question
of teacher gppraisal. | would only wish to sy at this stage,
Sir, that you cannot attempt to improve output in the
system if you do not have a mechanism by which you can
assess the performancedf those who are largely charged
with the job of improving output. Therefore it becomes
necessary to have a uniform ingtrument of appraisa that
bears application across the board and not the ad hoc
sydem of appraisa that currently exists within the
Ministry.

This has been an issue that has been under negotiation
since 1989, Sir, but | believe that it has to be one of the
fundamental points on which we can reech agreement
across the sectors during the course of this calendar year.
To thet end | was able to call together dl of the stake-
holders late last year and we took a decision that there
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had been some difficultiesin the committee established
previoudy which did not include membersof the union on
its drafting sub-committee athough members o the union
wereon the full committee. In those circumstances, we felt
tha was unfar. We felt that they had to have the
opportunity to put their philosophical position and then get
down to the task of drafting with particularity what was
reguired in respect of the instrument for this appraisal.
245 p.m.

| am awaiting, Sir, that Committeeto finish its work.
| expect that we should have a basic position by the end of
March because, if we are going to seek to put a series of
incentives in place to raise the rewarding as well as the
moraedf teachers, then we must have an objective system
in place by which theteacher's performancecan be judged.
While it may be necessary, Mr. Speaker, to assess that
performance and to reward them on the basis of those who
can attain excellence, my own views are that there mugt be
a broader mechanism which is capable of rewarding
performancein the public service among teachersif weare
going to make substantial headway.

Any consideration, Sir, of teacher gppraisd must
recognize that the types of evaluation to which teachers
will be subject must be both summative and formative in
natureand that the summative eval uation will be concerned
more. With the management and legd requirements.
Generdly, it is the type of evaluation where the teacher is
given afina grading at the end of the year and the teacher
is judged by some prescribed criteria worked out
independently. Formative evauation, Sir, is regarded by
teachers as more desirable. Indeed, Sir, the mgor
atractivenessof formative evaluation is based on the fact
that it is continuous and is based on a mutuad working
relationship between teacher and evaluator, that it focuses
on the positive attributes of the teacher and that is the
gtated aim of that evaluationis to improve the performance
of the teacher.

Sir, there have been a number of concerns expressed
about teacher evaluation and we have been sensitive to
them and cognizant of them. Indeed, there has been a
general fear that appraisal will be punitive and create
frustration and disharmony among teachers. Sir, we fed
that evaduation must concentrate more on being able to
improvethe performance of teachersrather than being used
asapunitive instrument and this Government is committed
to that.

We also recognize, Sir, that there are concerns as to
who should be the person evauating. In fact, one of the
comments made by the Barbados Secondary Teachers
Union is that under no circumstances will they agree to
student evauation of teachers. This is a matter, Sir, that

might bear further discussion but we are sensitive to the
difficulties. We believe that at the very least there must be
evaluation by superiors and by peers. Sir, we ae ds0
sensitiveto the concernsabout confidentiality in respect of
the use of appraisal documents and as in other areas of
Government, Sir, we believe there has to be the greatest
attention paid to who should be evaluating.

We also bdieve, Sir, that principas have to be the
subject of evauation as well and not Smply teachers who
are in the classrooms, because at the end o the day the
principalsare equaly accountablein the system and redly
and truly there hasto be the broadening of the definition of
what we expect from them as principals, because to alarge
extent, it is not smply about managing a school
environment but it is about being able to lead people, lead
students, lead teachers and to inspire the confidence that
you can peform in that envirnment and give them the
freedom to grow and participate in the areas of the
economy and in the aess of character development
ultimately. Teachers too, Sir, must also see their role as
centred on the capacity to create wedlth in thiscountry and
by creating wedth | mean, Sir, creatingeconomic, spiritua
and cultural wedth in this country. Their job is not Smply
to teach a child how to do a, b, ¢ but to develop a child
who has the capacity to go forward and to see itsdlf as part
and parce of the nation building process be it at the
economic level, spiritual level or at the cultura level. We
would hope that through our continued dialogue with
teachers and their representatives and indeed through a
strong information programme across the system, we can
help bring about that, that is the kind of attitudinal change
in thiscountry. At theend of the day it mattersthat weare
capable of dtering the fina product, that is the type of
Barbadian child coming out of our school system not only
in terms of academic performance but indeed in terms of
character.

Equally, we must also account for the roles o
parents. Parentsplay a significant part in a child's capacity
to learn and continue to leam in life and must become
more involved in the lives of their children in terms of
their learning process at school, in terms of their extra
curriculaactivitiesand in terms of the genera instilment of
values that bear full and proper examination by other
personsand are capable of developing all that is best about
this country and has been best about this country.

One of the things that bothers me, Sir, is that, as a
corollary of a high incidence of teenage pregnancies, we
have a relatively young set of people who are parents.
Thereare a number of people who are under 30 years who
are the parents of primary school children and who may
dtill be going through a learning processin their own right
for themsdves, far less having to dea with the
responsibility of children of their own. We believe, Sir,
that the Ministry has to assist non-Governmenta
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organizations, the schools, the church and PTA in
increasing thelevel of parent education programmes in this
country. e of the things that the Alma Parris School,
which has been performing extremely wel since its
establishment, has been able to do is to increase the level
of parent education particularly of its students parents.
Many have been so glad that thisis now available to them,
and redly and truly we wonder now why it has not

happened before,

A number of other schools throughout the country,
Sir, aeseeing their role with the interaction of parents not
smply in the form of the PTA, which | must say has
become sometimes t00 focused on raisng funds and
nothing else, but also in terms of wanting to increase the
educational opportunities available for parents, These are
not only in terms of formal knowledge but in terms also,
Sir, of the knowledge for life and in the sensitizing o
parentsof thetypesar problems that children may faceand
'how they, as parents though sometimes confused as to how
t0 deal with these problems, may receive assistance,
support and counsdlling facilitiesthat are availableto help
them as parents, while very often they themsalvesare still
children & young adults, to be able to ded with the
difficultiesof their own children. Anybody who has spent
a considerableamount of time particularly in St. Michael
will understand that this is a very, very rea problem for
many of the parentsof some of our children.

If these parentsdo not accept the challenge to rise to
become more involved in their children's lives at school
and their children's livesgeneraly in whet they are capable
of providing them with and nurturing them with, then we
will continueto see the kind of recklessand indiscriminate
use of violence as well as displays of morals theat we have
Seen among some of our young with which we are battling
to try and get them back on the straight and narrow path,

So that | want to use this opportunity to appeal to
parents here today, Sir, that they have to play their role.
Y es, theteachers can affect output but at theend of theday
parents have the most fundamenta role to play in the
development of their child and how that child can in fact
mwe forward.

Sir, | want to say to you that of course thereare some
issuesin herethat | have not covered in depth but | expect
that there will be a full debate on this matter. | expect that
| will be in a pogtion to answer concerns raised by
Members on both sides as to this White Paper. But | want,
Sir, to sy that a the end of the day this is of no use
unless we can communicateeffectively to the people who
need to participate in the process. This Government, Mr.
Spesker, is painfully aware that this cannot smply be the
policy of a Barbados Labour Party and expect that it will
be successful in its implementation. That is not the

intention of this White Paper, this &bate or this
Government, and in the circumstances wefeel strongly that
this has to be treated in a national manner. We believe that
there has to be the nationa and public recognition, that
education is in fact one of the key things on which we
must get our handsif we are goi ng to nake a substantial
difference to our capacity to have long-term sustainable
economic, cultura and spiritud growth. We ds0
understand that we have to position it first in people's
minds as an area in which urgent attention is needed.
255 p.m,

| believe, Sir, that during the come of the last 18
months we have been successful in causing Barbadiansto
stop and take stock of their educational system. There may
not be agreement on everything, but | believe that for the
first timein along time there has been the focuson where
educationis going in thiscountry and whereit is taking us
as a people spiritudly, culturdly and economicaly, |
believe, Sir, that is only part of the stage, because having
made people aware of the fact that there was a problem,
we hed then to produce a set of options available to the
population to deal with that problem.

Mr. Speaker, | would wish to commend this document
as being the primary basisfrom which those solutions can
be drawn by the people df this country, not as a document
of the Barbados Labour Party but as a document for a
national co-operativeeffortin thedevel opment of education
asonedf thefoca areas of this economy and this society.
| want to challenge both sides of the House= or should |
sy al threesides- to tregt this document with the national
determination that it deserves and to treat it with the
commitment to national development that | believe is
necessary if we asa country are going to move forward.

We have dways been fortunate in that there has
genuingly and generaly been a level of patriotism and a
bipartisan approach towards the development of education
in thiscountry, In 1961 when the Democratic Labour Party
came to power, it was capable of paying fees for students
in Government secondary schools, because the places
existed in the schools, and the places existed because
between 1951 and 1961 there were over five public
secondary schools built by Government in this country,
includingthe St. Leonard’s Girls, the St. Leonard's Boys,
Parkinson, Grantley Adams (West St. Joseph). The point |
am making is that there has alwaysbeen areasonablelevel
o continuity on the magor aspects of education in this
country and we have been fortunatethat our democracy has
been sufficiently mature to be able to appreciate that one
plays politics with education at one's peril.

| would hope that we would be able to continue to
se the mature gpproach that has been exhibited
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throughout the history of our country, except | must say
that | expect fully thet the Nationa Democratic Party will
distanceitsdlf frantheintellectual ‘dinosaurism’ = because
| do not know whet else to call it = that would have
resulted in the most predictable of comments from its
spokesnan on education. If he did not talk about ditismin
education, it would not have been that spokesman, who is
aspredictableon theseissuesas anyonedse. | believe that
the leadership of that party reflects a greater level o
current thinking that understands how we must gpproach
matters of education in this country, and | would be
disappointed if it was limited and their congtitution was
limited only to those comments made by the spokesman on
education.

Sir, | want to challenge both sides to join hands on
thisissuein respect of education being a matter of nationa
concern, We believe that we have to communicate
effectively to people. We have had meetings not only in
Bridgetown and Speightstown, we have also had meetings
with PTA's. Up to last weekend yet again members of the
Ministry staff were out addressing PTA's, church groups,
social groupsacross the country, and for anyone to suggest
that we have treated this in a manner that has not been
fulsome is redly to midead this Honourable Chamber.
Indeed, the & bate has been non-partisan to date; it hasalso
been extensive, having started from as early as Augug, in
terms of the formal document, but as | indicated earlier,
consultationsstarted much earlier.

| want to give the commitment to those members of
the educationa fraternity, who continue to be most co-
operative with this Government,-that al mgor policiesin
here still have to bear independent implementation. This
document is smply a reflection of Government's policy
intention, but to actually implement any one o these
policiesthere still has to be the consultativeprocess which
we will continueto honour as we have done to date in the
|ast 18 months. Therefore, whether it ison theissue of the
new Education Act, which we hope to start preparing for
in April thisyear, or whether it is on nationa certification,
or whether it is on the creation of the second secondary
school to deal with and have an dternative curriculum, we
will continue to consult with the stakeholders. | believe we
have met with the stakeholders more often then any recent
Government in respect of education, and we have given
them the chance not only to outline their views on the
generd issuesof the White Paper, but on specific policies
being pursued by this Ministry.

| want to take this opportunity realy to thank those
organisations, their leadershipand their membership - The
Barbados Association of Principals of Public Secondary
Schools, the Barbados Union of Teachers, the Conference
of Primary School Heads, the Barbados Secondary
Teachers Union, the National Forum on Education, the

Asocigtion of Assisted Private Secondary Schools - and
others who have al continued to show a leve o
commitment towards the improvement of education in this
country that is deserving of public recognition and meit.
| want to give them the assurance that this Government
will continue to consult with them. We may not dways
agree on everything, but we believe there must be.mutual
respect for pogitions and that is as critical to the processas
theimplementationaf thepolicies themselves. We dso fed
that everything we do in here may not succeed 100%.If it
could, we would not be mortals, but what we can assure
this Honourable Chamber is that we will do our best in the
implementation of these policies, because we believe them
to be basicaly right and basically capable of improving the
lot of children in this country, and that in the
implementation o any new policy we expect there will be
problems. We believe, therefore, there has to be a nationd
effort a mobilising those persons in respect of coming on
board and making thiswork for us and making this change
that is necessary.

3.05p.m.

| could not have managed to be standing here with
you today in this Honourable Chamber talking were it not
for the invaluable assistanceof the officersin the Ministry
of Education, and | want to take this opportunity to thank
them publicly for working far beyond the call of duty, not
only in the preparation of this White Paper but in the
genera apprbach to their work. | may not aways be the
most understanding person when it comesto getting things
done because | like to see things done quickly and | may
not appear that way, but | really want to say that the public
servantsin the Ministry of Education, both in the technical
aswell as the administrative section of that Ministry, have
displayed a level of public service that is redly befitting
the strongest possible congratulationson the part of this
Government and indeed on my persond part.

| hope that we will be able to continue to carry
forward the process because a theend o theday, Sir, itis
atota effort of all personsinvolved and no single person
cancarry thisprocessforward. No single political party can
carry this process forward. No singlefaction cancarry this
process forward. Therefore, | redly seek to end by
appedling to al those in this country who are on the sde
o carrying Barbados forward, who are on the side d
improvingthelot of Barbadiansand in particular Barbadian
children, who are on the side of being able to develop a
nation that is strong and self-reliant that is capable o
holding its own on the global stage and, indeed, capable of
success and influence and giving other peopleassistance on
the globa stage.

| want, in thewordsof Martin Luther King, to remind
Barbados of the fierce urgency of now, to understand that
now is the time to move and now is the time to act. If
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we seek to place these measures on the back burner we do
so at our own peril. If we seek to engage in the luxury of
cooling off or if we seek to engage in the luxury of taking
thetranquilizingdrug of gradualism, in thewordsdf Martin
Luther King, Sir, then we do so at the peril of this country
as it seeks to adjust from one age to ancther, as we move
into the 21t century.

Ours is not the lot where we can continue to believe
that we mug rely on quotas, subsidies and preferences.
Ours musgt be the ot where we determinethat we can be in
charge of our own future, that we have the human
potentia, that we have the capacity to care, that we have
the capacity to grow and to be sdlf-reliant so that, at the
end of the day, we can compete with anyone anywherein
the world on an even footing.

We, Sir, at the end of the day, have to determine that
we mugt be craftsmen of our own fate. | thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. F. J. STUART: Mr. Spesker, any debate on a
White Paper on Education Reform in any country at any
time is necessarily an important debate and | should like to
begin by thanking the Honourable Member for St. Michad
North East for theinitiativeswhich she and officers of her
Minigtry took, that have resulted in this debate here today.
Any debate on education is a debate about a country and
its future and no political party that is credible can say
other than that it has a vested interest in the future of its
children and therefore in the quality of its educationd
system. Mr. Speaker, one of the concerns that | have had
in thisdebate sofar isthat the impression wasgiven during
the Honourable Member's speech that interest in education
began in Barbados 18 months ago. Now | have a little
difficulty with that because over the last 40 years of my
life | have been aware of a certtain effervescence in
Barbados on matters educational. | an aware of the
contribution of along line of Minigers of Education to the
quality of education we have here in Barbados today.

| think at this time of the late Mr. Luther Thome, for
example, who was Minister of Education in Barbados until
the year 1961 and whose contribution to the devel opment
of education in Barbados by al reports and published
records has been massive, substantia and wise.

| think & this time too of the late Sir James Tudor
who between 1961 and 1967 presided over what | would
cdl a quiet revolution in education in Barbados. the
introduction of tuition-free secondary education, the
introduction of the school meds programme and many
other initiatives which have helped to place Barbados on
the educationa road that it is on today.

Between 1967 and 1975 and then again between 1986
and 1987 | think of the contribution of the Honourable
Member for St. Michadl South, thelongest serving Minister
of Education,| believe, over thelast 40 yearsin Barbados.
His contribution too had been a sensible and insightful
contribution. | believe the Minister was appropriately
magnanimous today in acknowledging his contribution and
input into the establishment of the Barbados Community
College. Then, of course, there was the very brief
contribution of Mr. Frederick Smith, now Sir Frederick
Smith; and between 1976 and 1981 there was the
Honourable Member for St. George South, whose
contribution to the Ministry of Education and to education
in Barbados nobody can dispute and, indeed, 85 we speak
today about reform in education one hes to be reminded
that the Education Act under which we operate waslargely
that Honourable Member's doing.

Between 1981 and 1986, the Honourable Member for
the City presided over education in this Idand. And some
there are who say that that was a very tempestuous period
in education in Barbados and that it was a period d
controversy. | do not believe that controversy is dways a
bad thing and | therefore do not nmark down the
Honourable Member on that.

3.15 p.m.

| believe tha hers was a provocative period in
education that the system was forced to question itself, to
judtify what it had, and to determine what it could get rid
of.

Then, of course, | think of Mr. Cyril Walker whose
interest in the use of technology in education none would
want to dispute as indeed | think of Mr. Keith Simmons,
whose interest in discipline none would want to dispute.
Then there was Mr. Tyrone Estwick whose stay was a
rather short one but, short though it was, it sparkled with
possihilities and was unfortunately cut short by untoward
and unexpected political events. So the foundation upon
which the Honourable Member seeks to build today wes
lad by many distinguished Minigters of Education. Two
have since been gathered unto their fathers and we
remember them today with gratitude. Those who are still
with us we acknowledge have placed us everlagtingly in
their debt.

Now, Mr. Speaker, education is as old as mankind
himsdf. From the dawn o human civilization education
existed. From the dawn of human civilization men has hed
to acquire knowledge and apply that knowledge to the
solution of his problems, and aso to confront nature with
which he had been in a harsh and hostile encounter. So all
education has been from time immemoriad about the
acquisition o knowledge and the application of that
knowledge to the solution of human problems. Of course,
men has aways had basic needs like food, clothing
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and shelter, and man's earliest educationa efforts were in
the direction of satisfying those needs. So the acquisition
of knowledge and the application of that knowledge was
for the purpose of satisfying the needs of food, clothing
and shelter.

Obvioudly, Mr. Speaker, as human society devel oped,
and as the division of labour took place, the relationship
bet ween man and nat ure became more complex and how
man confronted nature necessarily changed so that whereas
early man confronted nature directly as the divison of
labour overtook theevolution of human beings, and as man

applied his knowledge to the development of technology,

various pieces of technology mediated the relationship
between man and nature. Even though all educationiis till
about the application of human knowledge, and the
application of that knowledge to the solution of human
problems, the nature of the struggle man wages has
changed because of human development.

When one thinks of education in Barbados, when one
thinks of the reforms being introduced here today, that is
the context within which one hasto examinethesereforms.
Now, the White Paper on Education Reform, which is the
subject matter of this debate, starts out with what iscaled
a philosophical vison and that philosophical vision is
crafted around a quotation from the late Tom Adams, a
sensible quotation, that a revolutionary concept cannot
work in a non-revolutionary framework. The moment one
sees revolution one looks for change. One looks to see
what one is changing from and what one is changing to.
Therefore, when | read the White Paper, urged on and led
on by the Minigter's philosophical vision and that
quotation, | looked to see what it was we were changing
from and what it was we were changing to. | listened to the
Honourable Member here today and | cannot claim to this
very moment to have found out what it is we are changing
to.

The context within which this debate takes place is
that we now livein a world with one super power, a super
power that has the same problems that Barbados has. We
discuss debt here in Barbados, the Americans are
discussing debt. We discuss deficit here in Barbados, the
Americans are discussing deficit too We discuss crime
here in Barbados the Americans are discussing crime. We
discuss unemployment herein Barbados, the Americansare
discussing unemployment. Al of the problems that afflict
Barbados in 1996 are problems which are afflicting the
United States of America as well, and those problems have
been afflicting the United Statesof Americafor a very long
time. | contend that had the United States of America the
solution to those problems, those solutions would have
been applied aready. Therefore, it is not sensble for
Barbados to expect that acountry that cannot solveits own
problems somehow hasthe solution to ours. Looking to the

so-called devel oped world for the solutionsto our problems
is, in my respectful submission, a mistake because they are
grappling with the same problems and have proved
manifestly incapable of dealing with those problems.

| make ancther point that in any municipal society, if
history teaches anything at all, it teaches that al mgor
changecomesfrom below. Al mgjor changeis precipitated
from the bottom. People at the top do not want change
because the status quo guaranteestheir being at the top. It
is the people a the bottom who want changeand if that is
true of a municipal society, | contend that it is aso true of
internationa societies, that in the world order as we see it
today, the countries at the top do not want anything
changed. It is the countries at the bottom that want
something changed becauseit is the countriesat the bottom
that aresuffering as a result of how the world is at present
organized. Therefore, the countries that have to be in the
vanguard for a re-ordering of the world's business have to
be countries like Barbados, and since our natural resources
are limited, and sincewe are of limited size, the resources
upon which we have to depend are our human resources,
and the development of our human resources— and | agree
with the Minigter on this — can only meaningfully take
placethrough the use of education. Education therefore has
arole to play in socia transformation and, dare | say, in
global transformation.
325 p.m.

Looking a a White Paper on Education in 1996
cannot simply be a question of expanding on this and
extending that and bringing back thisand taking awvay that.
It has to be based on the fact that Barbados has a role to
play in international affairs and that that role has to be a
leading roleif the reconfigured world's businessthat has
followed the Cold War is to give us our due, if we are to
be able to extract what is ours from that world.

That isthecontext within which | looked at theWhite
Paper. It wasfor that kind of thought that | looked. But |
cannot confessto having seen anything in the White Paper
that satisfies me that we have seized the issue, that we
understand that ours must be a leading role in dl o this.
The obligation, of course, is even larger having regard to
thefact that the United Nations Human Devel opment | ndex
places us nearly at the top of the developing world. |
believe that two years ago we were at the top. If that is so,
datus implies responsibility. That enlarges our
responsibility to be trendsetters in the area of human'
development and in the production of ideas that can reorder
the world in away that is advantageousto Barbados.

The debate aso takes place, Mr. Speaker, a atime
when there is an information explosion worldwide. Access
to information is freer today than a any other time in
human history. That fact has consequences for globa




2319

e ——————————————

devel opment becausewhereas 50 yearsago an idea hatched
in Barbados could have got lost on these shores, the
development of information technology has now meade it
possiblefor crestiveideas hatched in Barbados to find their
way in Maosoow or Teheran or Washington. Although we
cannot export military hardware, our ideas can touch every
corner o the globe with facility and we have a chance to
determine how people dsewhere think. There is the
informetion factor.

Then there is the third factor. The factor tha
Barbados is a post davery society and that education hes
adways been, because o that fact, scarce. After davery, it
is wel-known that the bulk of the Barbadian population
had to make do with a primary education caled a seventh
dandard educetion. Not until starting in thefiftiesand into
the sxties was any serious atempt mede to meke
secondary education availableto the bulk of the population.
Thewhole question of accesswas serioudy addressed from
the 1950s on and accelerated during the 1960s util today
we Can boadt that the average Barbadian hes full accessto
secondary education.

The chdlenge today is in the aea d tetiay
education because whereas primary education is no longer
scarce and wheress secondary educetion is no longer
scarce, today | believe less than 10% or about 10%df our
populaion only has accessto tertiary education. Thatisan
aea d chalengeto which we mus respond.

Having sad dl o that, Mr. Spesker, | think it
necessary to look at the pillars upon which our present
educationd sysem rests and has rested for dl the years
that we have hed an educationd sysem. | think these are
4 mgor pillars. For astart | think thet our education hes
rested on whet | call philosophica pragmatism. We have
approached education in the manner of the philosophica
pragmatist. Philosophical pragmatism hed its genesison the
American continent. It has been described as the netiond
philosophy of the United States of America It was
begotten of a Nineteenth Century Harvard Philosopher
Charles Sanders Pierce. It was midwifed into effective
exisgence by a Ningteenth Century Harvard Philosopher
William James and it was cradled and nourished to
meturity by a Chicago scholar, Mr. John Dewey.

What the philosophicd pragmatist bedcdly sy is
this, thet right or good is defined not by any notions o
right or good but defined by what will work. The
pragmeatist does not ask himsdf whether thisisgood or this
is bed. His quedtion is, will this work? As long as the
answe is yes, it will work, by definition it is good, by
definition it is right.

It was a very progressive philosophy in the United
Statesd America, aland of unlimited opportunity in the
nineteenth century and the early part of this century. It wes

admirably suited to thet kind of environment where, for
every individual, what was cdled the Awrican dream
could be realized because d the unlimited possitilities
offered by that society.

It is not without significance thet John Dewey
sometimes caled it experimentalism because it vés his
view that, in the United States of America, you could
aways take a chance, the opportunities were so unlimited
thet you could experiment and if you faled, there wes
adequate scope to get up and run again.

Pragmatismas anationd philasophy admirably suited
the United Statesof Americaand the challengest o which
thet environment was responding. In Barbados we have
aso, over the years, adopted that philosophy as wel. We
adopted that philosophy because economic possihbilities
dlowed us to take chances in education and t 0 experiment
with what we hed trying to find out what would work for
us To befar todl those who have gone beforeand whose
contribution | have lauded here today, ther efforts were
richly rewarded. Whet they hied worked and therefore, to
that extent, it can be sad that the pragmatist gpproach to
education worked for Barbedos

| havedways hed difficultiesat an ethical and moral
level with pragmeatism because | have dways fet that,
whileit is true that those who originated it and those who
have propagated it hed good historica and environmental
reasons for espousing it, that in a Stuation of scarcity, it
can be a vary dangerous wegpon. Howv many o usreflect
thet the pragmeatist's tendency not to take thelong view but
to concern himsdf with what will work now and whet you
can get out of a Stuaion now is what redly informsan
armed robber. He is not concerned with the damage he
causes to anybody or what consequences will flow to him
down the road. The questionshe asks now are, 'What isin
this for me now? What will work now? Thet is aso true
d the rgpidt. It is dso true of the unscrupulous politician
who, if aliewill work now will tdl thelie

Bu, Mr. Speeker, to get back to the point. That
approach has worked and worked for us up util recently
when a reconfigured world brought usface to face with the
harsh reditiesdf internationd life. So thesystlem hasrested
on philosophicd pragmetism. Thet is what we use as the
vehideboth &t theleve o policy and & the level of actual
teaching.

3.35 p.m.

If one wants to reflect on educationd decisons thet
will bear out my point | can think o two offhand for
example. | do nat think anybody would serioudy contend
that it was not because o the fact that classical education,
for example, the teaching Latin and Greek in schools, hed
no market vaue thet we decided to ditch it. The question
wes whet is in this for us now? And having regard to
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the fact that classics, Lain ad Geek, had no maket
vaue, it could not fetch anything in the market place, we
ditched it. It was not a matter of concern to us thet there
was anything of intrinsic worth in the classics themsdlves.
It vi&s rather that at the level of the nasses it had no value.
[t could not sdll, it could not buy and therefore it hed to be
ditched.

| can think of a morerecent decision, wel adecison
d akind. | reflect on a gpeech mece in this Honourable
House, | bdieve, sometimein 1983, | believeit was, when
the late Prime Minider Tom Adams was lamentingt he fact
that there was a galloping decay in our language, that
University graduates and secondary school graduates could
not write proper English and having lamented thet fact, a
qualitative problem, his response was if | recdl it
correctly, to throw some money at it, to say whoever can
dowdl & 'A' leve in English,aGrade A, | believe, would
get a prizeof $10 000, Now, that is a pragmatic gpproach.
Throw sonme money at the problem. That might work.
Money isan incentivethat drives people. Lde money tose
whether we could get better resultsin our languages.

| am not avare, Mr. Spesker, that that has worked
and the complaints about the qudity of language in
Barbados continue. If that decison proves anything, it
proves that you cannot buy language. Yau cannot buy
English or French or Spanish. But talking about the 4
pillers upon which our sysem is rested, philosophica
pragmatism is the philosophy upon which it is rested.

The second pillar upon which it is reded is a
principle of competition. Students in our schools have
awaysbeen put in a situation where they have to compete
with one ancther. Student A aways hastotry to prove that
heisbetter than student B. The wholesystem, the principle
upon which it rests is, | an better than you. | mugt prove
that | am better than you and therefore | haveknown in ny
time as a student and as a teecher how Students have
contorted themsalvesin al sortsdf funny waysin order to
ensure thet the person sitting next to them does not get a
chance to see what they were writing or what they were
doing because the ideais awaysto prove, | am better then
you. | know something that you do not know. Thet hesled
to a kind of society where the same gpproach to lifeis
acted out. At the adult level the competition continues and
there is dways the tendency to wart to prove that you are

better than somebody else.

Now the anthropol ogiststell me thet certainly among
African people that principle of competition, thet rugged
and ruthless individudism, has dways been dien. Mr.
Spesker, | know thet the late Dr. Wdter Rodney wrote on
it extensvely thet theintroduction of European colonidism
into Africa introduced ruthless individudism which was

dien to the Arican experience and of course here in
Barbadosas well the same thing hgppened. It just happens
that we were Africansin the diaspora. But the question has
to be asked by serious educationa pandsin 1996 whether
competitionisredly theengi ne that drives people, whether
competing with one another i sthe way to bring the best out
of any two people.

Anthropologigts of the African experience point to a
tradition of cooperation among people d African descent,
point to an ethic that says, let us throw our taentstogether,
let us share what we have. | respect your strengths, |
respect your weeknesses. You respect my strengths. You
respect my wesknesses but both of us have something to
contribute to the solution of the problem a hand. | think
that in 1996, as we reflect on the whole issue of education,
the question which we have to confront, if we want to
bring the best out of our citizens, is whether competitionis
the way to do it or whether cooperationis the way to do it.

The Honourable Member for St. Michad North Eadt,
the Honourable Miniser of Education, has bemoaned the
fact before today and today again that the system is
progressvely marginalising increasing numbers of people.
The question has to be asked, what is causing that? Why
are so mary children losing the battle in the classroom? |
throw out for the consderationd the Government whether
it might not be wise to revist the whole issue o
competitive endeavour in the dassroom and replacing it
with a more cooperative gpproach to education in the
classroom.

My view, basad on the anthropol ogical evidence ad
basad on what | see in Barbados, is that the cooperative
goproachis morelikely to bring the best out of people then
the harsh individudigtic compstition which hes now
become 0 endemic a part of our society. So thet is the
second pillar upon which the system hes rested. It hes
rested on philosophical pragmatismand it has rested on the
principledf competition.

The third pillar upon which the sysem has rested is
a thorough going ditism. That isa word the Minister may
not like and shelinks it of course with the spokesman for
education for the Nationd Democratic Party. It is not a bed
word; it is afact that the educationa sysem in Barbados
and tha the Society is an dlitist society. Now, in the
Minigter's opening statement in the White Paper, in her
philosophical  vison, she hersdf acknowledges the
exigenced students who are gifted, students who are not
0 gifted and the others, and that categorization, Mr.
Speaker, hes a fairly long higtory. Twenty-five hundred
years ago there was a prominent Athenian by the name of
Pato. He wrote a book cdled The Republic and, of
course, Plao was from a prominent Athenian politica
family and he was concerned about the state o palitics




in Athens He did not believe that the problem would be
cured by his getting involved in politics but he ssemed to
believe that the problem could be solved by his writing
about the problem. Therefore, he spent some consderable
time on the subject d education in his Republic. Plato's
Republic has in it some interesting insights on education
and, when those insights are read, it will be shown that
thereredly is not that much differencebetween 2500 years
ago and now and not much has changed. But theinteresting
thing aboutPlato’s structuring of the Athens o his ided
Republic wes that he thought thet he hed the premise to
judtify what he was saying on whet he cdled a noblelife.
Some trandators call it a magnificent falsehood and his
Republic divided the society into 3 classes as wdl. The
Minigter stated 3 classes in school which are the gifted, not
9 gifted and the others. Plato's position was thet when God
fashioned men he put gold in some people and thet those
people with whom he mixed gold were bomn to rule. He
said that he fashioned othersand he denied them any gold.
He put some slver in them and that their role was
supposed to prop up the gold people and that the
condemned mgority of humanity crested by God were
mede of iron and bronze. They were to be the farmers, the
workers, the hewers of wood and the drawers of weter.
3.45 p.m.,

Now gold people, gold students, slver students and
bronze students have never gppedled to me as a teecher or
as a sudent mysdif. | therefore do not accept thet kind o
Sructuredt any kind of society. | believe thet every humen
being has some gold in hm if | accept Plao's
characterizetion and that the chalenge d any educationd
sysem mug be to find the gold in each one of us that we
cannot proceed on the basis that some are born gifted and
othersare bormn not so gifted and others are the desperados,
or as Frederick Nietsche would cal the bungled and the
botched. | do not accept that and therefore thet pillar upon
which our education sysem hasrested has dways offended
me | think that a White Paper that promisesrevolution and
change was under an obligation to tackle thet fact and | do
not see it tackled in any comprehensibleway in this White
Paper on Education. If | needed any proof of that, | would
only reflect again on the philosophicd vison which the
Miniger wrote in the Introduction to the White Peper and
her acceptance of these 3 categories o the gifted, not
gifted and the rest. | think that one o the principa
challenges facing education in Barbados is to look at the
structuring of the education sysem and to work out some
kind of accommodetion thet will take care o those who
have traditionally been regarded as iron and bronze people
or iron and copper people and try to point al persons to
the spark of gold that can be found in them. That ditist
sysem is what | suspect and | am nat speaking for the
Nationad Democratic Party. But that is what | suspect that
Mr. Comissong is talking about and on thet point he and
| coincide because | have never accepted that kind o
dtering d humen relations.

Aside.

Mr. F. J. STUART: Fair enough. | am glad to hear
that nobody accepts it now. But | am saying that concrete
geps have to be teken to ded with thet issue. Then the
fourth pillar, Mr. Spegker, with which the White Paper
should have dedlt wes thisissue o the distinction bet veen
mental and manud labour. That is the fourth pillar upon
which our educationd system has traditionally rested. The
perverse view is that Some people use their brainsbecause
they have brains and other people because they have no
brains use their hands and that between the two thereis a
great gulf fixed and that a distinction between menta and
manud labour is defensble. Now thisis stated in all ki nds
o technicd and vocationd programmes, dl of which are
judtified because there are people who can use their hands
more efficiently than dhers. When | wes a student at
schoal, | believe that it t ook me about 2 years to make a
breed board in the woodwork shop. | just could not get it
done. But there were others who could meke them very
esdly.

Now this ditinction between menta and manua
labour has to be addressed. | have never, Mr. Spesker, met
ahumen being who did not haveabrain. All humean beings
have a brain and all humen beings as long as that brain is
not damaged, in which case they are no ue to themsdlves
or to awbody ese, use ther brain to rdae to ther
environment, to confront and to arrest whet they want from
nature and to meke decisons in their lives. | do not accept
that the joiner who mede a table is a manual worker and
that he did not haveto use his brain. That item o furniture
is dl the proof one nesds o how much brain work is
called for on the part of those who use their handsfor the
transforming of neture. So thet al humen beings use their
brains and use thelr hands as a result of what their brain
tells them to do, whet they have to do.

3.55 p.m.

In our structure, a doctor or dentist would be a brain
worker, aknowledge worker, but my dentist uses his hands
all too often asfar as| am concerned, certainly, when | go
to him. A surgeon, a doctor, uses his hands after he hes
mede a diagnosisby the ussd his brain. The gardener has
an idea o wha kind o garden he wants and then he
goplies his hands to the cregtion o that garden. The
diginction between mentd and manud labour is a
fraudulent one, and | think that we are only going to get
the educationdl sysem on track when tha fraudulence is
exposad and when the system begins to treet people who
use ther hands in the same way as those who use pens,
and in the case of doctors, scalpels and injection needles.

This gpproach hasled to the mongtrousabsurdity that
if al the people who are considered to be manud workers
were to withdraw their labour now the society could
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not function because we areall dependent on them.' If even
afew of them withdraw their labour the society could not
function. The very people upon whom we depend and upon
whom the engine of society depends for its movement we
relegate to inferior positions and sy they are not the
successes of the system.

It is my view that that is an issue which a White
Paper on Education that threatensrevolution in education
would have to confrontand | do not think thet this problem
has been confronted in any fundamental way. The Paper
promises to improvet he facilitiesfor those who are doing
technica and vocationd studies. All quite proper. But at
theend of the day, they want to know what kind of place
they are going to occupy in this society, and that is not
made clear.

There is no evidence of any plan to re-order social
relationshipsin Barbadosto introducea genuineequdity of
education, and as aresult | think that the White Paper has
not answered 4 fundamenta questions. It has not answered
the question: whether we still consder philosophica
pragmatism adeguate to our purposes. It has not answered
the question whether we consider competition the principle
upon which we should operate our educationa system. It
does not answer the question whether we accept an
ordering of the society that divides the society into gold,
silver and iron and bronze people. Nor does it addressthe
issue whether the digtinction between mental and manua
labour is a valid and defensibledistinction or whether that
digtinction should go through the window and our schools
from pre-primary up to tertiary should deal with that issue,
whether the changing of that approach should be a part of
our teaching.

Having located the pillars upon which this system
rests, and having determined that the White Paper as| have
reead and understood it does not redly tackle the
fundamenta pillar upon which the sysem rests, those
pillars remainintact, | have to cometo the conclusion that
while with the best of intentions - and | am sure the
Minister's intentions are good, | do not beong to that
school of politicsthat believesthat politiciansar e actuated
by maevolenceeven acrossa partisan divide, | believethat
they aredl interested in enhancing the lives of peopleand
devel oping Barbados. We may disagreeon the gpproaches.
We may disagree on particular measures but at the end of
the day | believe we are all interested in the improvement
of our fair land and | think that with thet in mind | have
respectfully to disagree with the Minister of Education that
any change that is fundamental is taking place as a result
of the White Paper we are debating in Barbados today. |
believe she genuinely intends measures to improve the
system, but | do not accept that the measures the
HonourableMember isintroducing or proposing, which she
hopes to craft into actual policy, change anything

fundamentally in Barbados. That is where the divide
between the Honourable Minister and mysdf is.

When we tak about the educationa system or when
we tak about education and we focus on the system that
we have, what do we find? Whenever one is talking about
a sysem one reminds onesdf that dl systems are
ultimately a collection of elements that are related to or
connected in such a way that they form a unified whole.
All sysems are made up of a collection of elements that
depend on each other and form some kind of unified
whole.

When one looks a the educational sysem in
Barbados, one looks to separateout these elements thet are
critical to the functioning of the system. We think of the
manpower eement, the curricular element, the student
element and we think about the school eement and about
the culture. | shal just briefly deal with thesein turn.

First, the manpower element, the teachers in the
system, the people who teach the children. | am pleased
that the Honourable Minister of Education has come to the
conclusion that the teachers in the sysem are not getting
the best deal and that they must be more intimately
involvedin what happensin education and in what happens
in their lives. | was pleased to See the phrase ‘limited
career paths, because that acknowledges that a bottleneck
has developed in the teaching professionthat hasdonealot
o damage to the aspirations of teachers.

4,05 p.m.

| think that is a progressive move and the Minister
has my wholehearted support on that. Now, how can that
be best achieved? | think that if one accepts, as the
Minigter does, that some students are gifted, some are not
so gifted, and some are just hopeless or need specid
attention, that it follows that the same has to be true of
teachers. Some teachers are gifted as teachers, someare not
9 gifted, and some are redly deserving of very specid
tretment and attention. The challenge facing the
educational system therefore has to be how to organizethe
effortsof the mogt gifted teachers in the system to ensure
that ther taents are made available to the entire
educationa system and how to organize the taents of the
best teachers in the system to ensure that these talents are
put at the disposa of al the students in the educational
system.

| do not know. There must be many ways of doing
this. But onedf thecomplaints! persistently hear now, and
| heard it when | was a teacher as well, and 1 heard it
when | was a student, is that the best teachers in the
systemare not made available, or their talentsare not mede
availableto dl the studentsin the system. Now, | think thet
one way out o this dilemma is to provide a little more
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upward mobility for teachers. | believe that with teacher
appraisal, once the difficultiesof summativeand formative
appraisal are sorted out, and once the Ministry comesto a
conclusion with the agreement of the teachers on how
teachers are going to be gppraised, that it might be useful
to creste what | would cal the daus d a
consultant/teacher, a designation that would be the
equivdent, for example, toa Q.C. in law.

This teacher — obvioudy these would be the best
teachers in the system across both the primary and
secondary system - would be madeavailable to the system.
He would not be timetabled at any particular school for any
two or three terms. He would just be available to the
system to move around the system and to assist with the
solving of problems. His talents should be made available
to the entire system.

Now, that must mean that, based on his status, the
sdary goes up. It aso means that since he is a travelling
officer he is going to be paid travelling alowance. It dso
means he is going to wear a designation. In the same way
alawyerisaQ.C. for al of hislife, aconsultar./teacher is
onefor al of hislife, and it should be open t¢ 2ny teacher
at a school who is having a problem in any area tv look
and S22 who are the consultant teachersin his «rea and say,
"Let me seeif | can get Mr. So and So to come down to
my school for two weeks to help mein thisarea so tha: nmy
students can be exposed to the best and most meaningful
tdentsand skillsin the system”.

| think this would do a lot for teachers. | think it
would do a lot for their motivation. | think they would
have something at which to am because the number of
opportunities available to teachers for promotion are very
limited and | suspect that it would do the professon a lot
of good and would certainly enhance fedlings of genuine
professionalism if they are made to fed that they can
impact on the entire system on terms that ae dightly
different from those who are bdow them, but who has
something to am at in the system as well.

Now, this is a suggegtion. The Minigter is free to
reject it but if this suggestion is rejected | still think the
Minister faces the question of how to mobilize the best
tdents in the teaching profession and have those talents
benefit the entire student population in Barbados. | know
that was one of the grouses of students in the newer
secondary schools over along number of years. | taught at
one and they used to hear dl these big names from the so-
caled older and better secondary schools and it wes a
source of exquisite pain for them that these talents were
being made availableto a select group of people while they
hed to make do with talents that were regarded as being
inferior.

This, as | said, is an issue which education in
Barbados has to face.Teachers are not, as | undersgand
them, the happiest professionalsin Barbados. Teaching is
dtill regarded as the Cinderella professon when, in fact, it
is perhaps the best profession around since there can be
few things more precious in a society than the mind of a
child so that the manpower element in education hasto be
confronted and the deployment of the resources of the
educational system has to be taken up and dedlt with asa
critical issue.

Then thereis theissue, Mr. Speaker, of the curricular
dement. No education sysem can design a good or
sensible curriculum unless it is clear what the nationa
objectives are. The Minigter of Education, the Honourable
Member for St. Michad North Eadt, is quite correct when
she says that the education system is redly perhaps the
most critical aea of the productive sector because it
produces human beings. A manufacturer may produce
furniture. Furniture perishes but ideasdo not have a shef
life. Idess live on and on through the ages. Today we are
dtill influenced by theideasof Old Testament timesand the
purveyors of those ideas have long passed on. Therefore,
it seemsto me that curriculum design hasto be linked with
social, economic and political objectivesin asociety. What
kind of Barbadosis it that we want? Until we can answer
that question, we cannot know what is the best kind of
curriculum to put at the disposal of our children.

Now, | listened here today, | read the White Paper
and | mugt confess | am not omniscient. | never claimed to
be, but | am not clear from this White Paper whet is the
national plan for Barbados. | really do not know. | do not
know what kind of Barbadosit is that we want. | do not
kne v what isour vison of mankind and therefore | do not
think that we designed an education system in the absence
of that kind o information. Y es, you want people to work
but that has been true from the dawn of creation. Yes, we
wan: people to be able to reed and write. That has been
true for my entirelifetime. Yes, we want Barbadiansto be
competitive, visa-vis people in other parts of the world.
That has dways been s0. That does not make contact with
what kind of Barbados it is we redly want and what it is
we are teaching our children to become.

415 p.m.

| see words like innovators, problem solvers and so
on.But these words neaed to be - to use a good country
phrase- nailed down. | do not know whet they mean in the
context of a national vision for Barbados. Curriculum time
has to take into account what kind of society it is we want.

Education has never been neutral. The United States
of America does not teach its children because it wants
them to learn to read and write. It teaches them to bedieve
that the United States is the best place in the world




and that it should rule the world Colonia Britain did not
just teach children to read and write. It taught them to
believetha Britain had aright to rule the world. Education
is not neutral. Educationis a political instrument. Until we
face that fact and decide what kind of Barbados it is we
want and what role Barbados is to play in the globa
community, curriculum planning will flounder on the
shoulders of failed experiments.

| am concerned, Mr. Speaker, about the vaguenessin
thearea of curriculum planning in Barbados. | do not think
that we should overlook the fact that education is a tool of
socid transformation. | do not think we should overlook
the fact that education hes never been neutra. Education
policy cannot possibly be neutrd. It has to have clear
nationa objectives because if we dlow oursdves to be
beguiled by the view that there is something cdled
impartia education and S0 on, the world is not organized
in that way.

Nature is not impartial. There wes a calypsonian in
Trinidad some years ago, along with John King, who sang,
"Dedtruction of the Wesk is Natures Plan". Nature
distinguishesbetween a wesk house and a strong one. The
fittest survive and therefore, we have to find oursalvesin
a situation where we want to place Barbados amongst the
fittest countriesin the world. We cannot place Barbados
among the fittest countriesin the world by military might,
but if we turn out the right kind of people, with the right
kind of ideas, in the same way that every year around the
timeof the 11+ exam theideas of Plato surfaceabout gold,
silver, iron and bronze and we are told how some students
aregifted, othersare not so gifted and the othersare plain
hopeless. Those ideas are 2500 years old. We have to
understand the power of ideas and our ability as a highly
resourceful people to determine, by ideas, usng al the
information technology at our disposal, how that world out
there reacts to us

I move on from the curriculum e ement to the student
eement. | do not need to develop this very much, Mr.
Spesker, | think that the positions articulated in the White
Paper set out genuinely to develop our children. As | said,
the Minister's vison on education and mine are different.
When we look out on the world we see dightly different
things. But nobody can claim to be right in education or
wrong. Wedl wish that the system improves and that all
of our children benefit from it.

Therefore | can only hope that the policies for pre-
primary, primary, secondary and tertiary education are
right. But | entertain misgivings based on the point | made
earlier, that is to say that unless you know what you are
educating people for, you cannot know that you are
educating them correctly. They haveto beclear asto where
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it is you want to carry them and what role they are going
to play in the world. That role has to go beyond working,
It hasto go beyond eating and drinking. It hasto be arole
that islived up to, that is acted out in the context of clearly
defined national objectives.

The whole question of remediation, this is an old
issue in education. | do not know why the impression is
being given that thisissomething new. | have been hearing
about remediation from my school days. All that is
happening now is that we are putting more emphasis on
remediation but the need for remediation was dways there
and weas dways talked about, from my school days and,
certainly, when | was a teacher, it was an issue that wes
frequently discussed.

| am glad that we are making some progress in this
aea and that our children who suffer from physica
disabilitiesor mental disabilitieshave held out before them
the prospect of being able to fit into the system, to make
meaningful contributions to it and to derive meaningful
satisfaction from it.

Then there is the issue of the school eement in
education itself. This issue touches the question of the so-
caled older and newer secondary schools and the whole
question of ditism in education again. Mr. Speaker, thisis
an old issue. | mysdf taught a a newer secondary school
and, . be quite frank, some of the brightest people | have
met ir. my life | me while teaching a that newer
secondary school. Some have gone on to do exceptiondly
well and are making meaningful contributions to Barbados.
| could never understand this distinction. But every year
thereisa mad scramble, on the part of parents and teachers
in Barbados, to ensure that their children get into certain
schools and that, as far as possible, that other schools be
margindized and sidelined. This is unfortunate and it is
doing our society no good.

| think thefact hasto be faced that, until recently, the
resources put into older secondary education were larger
than the resources put into newer secondary education, and
that the myth developed that those who were going to
newer secondary schools were inferior to those who were
going to older secondary schools. It is a myth. It is redly
not true. Because people have different aptitudes does not
meen that one is superior and the other is inferior.
Difference of aptitudesonly means difference. That is dl
it is. But we have a contribution to make to the treasury of
civilization.

What | find particularly sinful - | use the word sinful
becausethisis how | feel about it - is that, over the years,
and | have had examples of this as recently as the last
Common Entrance Examination in 1995, there have been
teachersin the newer secondary schools of Barbados who
were actively encouraging parents not to choose newer
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secondary schools at which they were teeching. There are
cases which have been drawn to my attention where
teachers in the newer secondary schools of Barbados have
told parents," Look, | do not know about you, but my child
could never come to school here® and talking about the
school at which they teach. That is very unfortunate.

| just want to apped to these teachers to show some
sensedf loyalty to theingtitutions at which they work. The
prejudices of the society perhaps are an explanation for
that kind of behaviour. But, & the end of the day, we dl
have to live in Barbados with our children whether they
go to this school or that school and we have to be careful
about the amount of anger that we are creating in this
society by these hidebound prejudices. | think that the
effortsof the Minigter in the areaof partial zoning is her
way o deding with the problem. That is her view of the
world. | know that the view of partid zoning was
canvassed in the Democratic Labour Party's last regime. |
do not believe that that is going to solve the problem. |
think the fact has to be faced tha as long as we live in
Barbados and there is a school caled Comberrmere and
there is a school cdled Deighton Griffith, :)eighton
Griffith will never be as old as Comberniecre. The
tradition of Combermere will always be a longer trad:tion
and thereforeon the fact of age aone people will be able
to point to more productsof Combermerethan they would
be able to point to productsof Deighton Griffith. That dces
not mean that Deighton Griffith is an inferior school to
CombermereSchool. It cannot mean that. It isan excellent
school as indeed are so many of the other newer secondary
schools in Barbados. In fact @l of them are very good
schools.
425 p.m.

As | said, | taught at one and | saw the sterling
qudities. The Member for St. Philip North and | taught at
that school together. | believe he taught at 3 of them and
it would be the testimony o both of us that in these
schools can be found some of the best talent in Barbados.
But we have to work on the traditions of our ingtitution.
We cannot disparage them. The people who work at these
intitutions have to show some commitment to them and
some pridein them. Thisis anecdotal, but it will make the
point. When I entered secondary school in 1960, thet is 35
years ago, the son of the school's heedmadter sat next to
me in first form and at the age of 9, this is why flexible
transfer is not apocalyptic to me, | entered secondary
school at age 9 but the headmaster's son, sitting next to me
told me a story that if this school is good enough for the
headmaster's son, it isa good schoal. | think that teachers
in the newer secondary schools have to help parents
towards having faith in those ingtitutions by showing that
they themsdlves have faith in them to produce the kind of
academic and other successes that can make Barbados
proud.

| think, Mr. Spesker, that the White Paper on
Education, so far asit seeks to ded with this problem py
implication through partial zoning makesan attempt to dedl
with that problem. | do not know how far the attempt will
work but it isan attempt and we cannot claim omniscience
in matters educationd. We just have to wait and see how
it goes but for the benefit of the children of Barbadosand
in the interest of the people of Barbados, | hope the
Minigter is right on this. | hope it goes some way towards
reinforcing faith in dl the schoolsin the system.

Sir, ai the end of the day we are not saying thet the
plant at St. James Secondary Schoal isinferior to the plant
at Combermere. We are not saying that the teachers & St.
James Secondary School are inferior to the teechers at
Combermere. We are not saying that the non-academic
daff a St. James Secondary School are inferior to the non-
academic staff at Combermere. What we are saying is,
tragically, that the children at St. James Secondary School
are inferior to the ones @ Combermere and thet, in my
view, is sinful, It does not make sense and | think that
policy makers in education have to make contact with that
issue 0 that the sdf-esteem of which the White Paper
gpeaks and a which it ams can become a more easily
attainable god.

Then, Mr. Speaker, thereis element of culturein the
society. | make this point because | started off this speech
by meking the point that long before there vas anything
called aschool there was something called education. That
men has dways hed to acquire knowledge and apply that
knowledge to the solution of his problems. Schools have
come along the way but education existed long before that
and therefore we have to face the redlity that thereis a
digi tion between forma education which takes placein
our ingtitutions and informal education which takes place
in the society. Governments cannot really control the
informal aspects of education as much as they can control
the fo+u a1 aspectsof education. What Governmentscan do
is S0 to manage the education system that the products of
the sysem who will influence people informally, are so
trained and have a view o the world that will makefor a
positive impact on the children in Barbados.

Qur newscasters, our MC's, our minibusdrivers, our
policemen, al of these people are informa educators. In
fact, | believe it was the locd scholar George Lamming
that taught wherever two or three people sit down and tak
school takes place because there is forma school and
informa school and wherever there is a sharing of
knowledge, a learning process, school is taking place. In
the bar of ashop, on the cricket field, wherever peopleare
gathered school is taking place and therefore we have to be
vay careful about whet the system throws up and who is
in a podtion to influencethe minds of our children and
to influence the course and the marketing of ideasin
this society.
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So, Mr. Sreaker, thisdebateas | said a the beginning
hes the potentiadl of being a very useful and a very
productive debate. It is important because the educationa
system determineswhat kind of society we have. It is not
a patisan issue therefore | do not get into the points
sooring that can sometimes characterise education debate.
It is an issue that goes to the root of the welfare of the
children of Barbados. | think while there is a divide
between the Honourable Member for St. Michael North
Ed and mysdf asto what a White Paper should redlly be
doing and what it should redly be tackling in order to
achieve the changesheseeks, | think that when all issaid
and done her attempts to improve the system aregenuine
and that is afact we have to face. We have to hope that
sheisright. The Democratic Labour Party has no vested
interest in thefailure of her policiesif the successof those
poliadeswill conduce to the improvement of the welfare of
every citizen in Barbados.

We hope that the Honourable Member is correct. We
do not agree with her focus but we lay no clam to
omniscience in these matters. Nobody ean lay clam to
omniscience in these matters, and 0, Mr. Speaker, in
winding down let me say thisto you, thet it is the view of
the Democratic Labour Party that we have now got to the
stage in Barbados where we nesd to effect changes of a
fundamental naturein education to effect a second stage of

socid transformation. It was this Party that at the turn of -

the 1960's introduced messuresthat transformed education
in Barbados with the consequence that the entire society
was transformed. We believe in the potential of education
to achieve that and we think that a second stage o
transformation is now called for having regard to the fact
that we now livein areordered world that poseschallenges
to our ingenuity. We do not think that the measures
contained in the White Paper speak to thosechallenges
and ek to the changes which have to be made in
education if Barbados s to launch into a meaningful role
in global affairs. But, as | said, we gpplaud the Minister's
efforts at hying to achieve something. There is not much
new in this White Paper. Theideas contained in this White
Paper | have been hearing at sometimeor another over the
last 25 years in Barbados. It has dl been pulled together
and that congtitutes the White Paper on Education Reform
In Barbados, 1995. We wish the Minister well. We do not
agree with the approach that she has adopted in the White
Paper. It does not reflect our view of the world. We do not
believe that the changesthat the proposas containedin this
document will effect be fundamentd changes and, in that
regard, we reserve ourselvesthe right to differ with her on
thisissue.

| am obliged to you, Sir.
435 p.m,

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for S.
Michad South Central.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: Mr. Speaker, | am very grateful
for this opportunity to address you and through you this
Chamber and the people of Barbados on this very vitd
subject of education in this country. | know thereis little
that | can say that you are not already aware of because o
your involvement and commitment in the field of education
over many years. Right at the beginning | should like to
observe that what is abundantly clear is that it is S0
difficult to politicize issues relating to education and no
matter how one tries you find it exceedingly difficult and
| am quite sure there are others in this Chamber who will
recognize that intrinsic difficulty. In reality education
development in Barbados has been a continuous process
and, when one looks very carefully at what is before us
today and if | were to be cynica, perhaps one would say
that the most outstanding policy change and the only one
which | have not heard canvassed in this House or outside
before is that an 8-year old every 3 or 4 years may St the
11 Plus Exam. That is about the only point that | have not
heard before in this House or outside of this House and
that is an absolute fact in terms of policies. | am taking
about administration, various committeesand 0 on. Sir, |
might have been forced to comment on the statement that
today is a defining moment in the history of Barbados
when education is recognized not only as a social sector
but also an economic sector. Now | believe generations of
students, educators, politiciansand many other people will
certainly differ from that in that everyone involved in
education over the years has recognized its socia and
economic importance. But | do not want to dwell on those
things.

What | really want to talk about is the fact that the
Minigtry of Education should be commended for bringing
together in one document many of the problems facing our
educationa system in thispoint in our history. Also, | think
that the Minister should be commended for seizing this
opportunity to bring all these things together and try to
present some kind of complete picture to this Honourable
House and also some poalicy initiativesin relation to some
of them. Therefore, | will not say that 99.9 per cent o
what | heard today was cold soup warmed over for perhaps
some 3 hours or so. | might elevate it to say that it was
probably a potpourri which was enhanced somewhat by a
fragrance of words and a refreshingly new presentation. |
believe, Sir, that would be a very fair comment. But it is
not within the province of the Ministry to create new things
in education. Education is not thekind of subject that lends
itself readily to new ideas, because ideas evolve over time
and what we are seeing here is the pulling together of a
wholelot of ideasthat have been canvassed beforeand are
now presented to this Honourable House in this particular
form. Now this does not mean that, if the Minister is
successful in articulating the problems, in putting them
together and bringing about some kind of solution to some
of the problems, thereis no element of success. But | think
there is a need t0 be careful as to how one assesses the
entirety o this situation.
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| want to gpesk first of al to the issue of ditism and
make no misake about this, Sir, tha one o the
fundamenta problems in this society which we have not
been ablet o ded with isditismin our educational system.
It has emerged that way from pre-colonid days through
colonia tines. Until that matter is dedlt with, it is going to
conti nue to frustrate the efforts o people who formulate
policy in order t o nake surethat this country benfitst o its
maximum from the resources which it mekes availableto
the children of this country.

Now Barbados is a peculiar place. People seeking
ditist education for their children are not confined to
Babados Throughout the Western democracies of the
world, you will find such persons. But where Barbedos is
unusud is that in thase countriesyou may have your Eton,
Harow and you have these specidized schools where
people are prepared to pull their pockets and pay for the
dlitist education that they want for their children. That is
understood in the Western democratic societiesand | think
in some parts of the Caribbean but not in Barbados Whet
those peoplewho aein power, and | speak in awidesense
o the word, wha they wish to do is to use the resources
o the State, use the tax dollars of the poor to maintain a
sydem which in thelong run isfundamentdly ditist. There
is no point trying to get around it. Many o the problems
with zoning, many o the problems with the newer
scondary schools, many of the problems that frustrate
young people in this country, alot of it dems from that.
445 p.m.

I am againg the use o public resources to support a
sygem which we haveinherited from pre-colonid daysand
which has continued t 0 the present day. At the same time,
| beieve in democracy and if they want to pull ther
pockets, build their schools, hire their teachers, send their
children there | don't have a problem with that because |
know that in Barbados you would be lucky to find 50
people prepared to do that. They are not going to do that;
but they are going to move heaven and earth to make sure
that progressive policiesare not put in place by educators
and by the palitical process in this country to stamp out
that particular evil. The reault is that dl policy initiatives
will dways be compromised to a significant extent by
those considerations and in the long run it is our people
who suffer, it is our children who suffer. It is the kind of
image they have of themsdves from the time they go to
primary school to secondary schoal right through and they
feel that they are inferior citizens and they never recover
from that throughout their entire lives. Thet isafact. That
isascenein Barbados It isascenethat | came upiin. Itis
a scene that needs to be changed. If we are talking about
revolutionary change | think that thet is one of the issues
that we nesd to put on the table and dedl with decisively a
some timein the future in Barbados

Certainly, my support will be there for revolutionary
changein that regard. | amn nat suggedting a ay moment

thet thequdity o education should be in anyway disrupted
by ay such change but | bdieve vary strongly thet the
time has comefor the fullest and complete democratisation
of the educationd process in this country. Therefore, Mr.
Spesker, | want to say a few words in rddion to the
victimsdf our educationd sysem. Wheredo wefind them?
Wefind them among the unemployed. Wefind themin the
prisons. We find them veay often among those young
people that we sse day after day, spending ther lives
without any hope. In fact, Sir, they dare not hope They
dare not dream because if they hope or dream then that
would only increase ther levels o frudration in this
ociety. | bdieve that the time has come when we mugt put
an end to a stuation where children can go through a
primary and secondary school sysem and comeout without
certification and without the ability to read or write. This
kind of thing mug be dedt with decisively. And the time
is now.

Sir, this brings me to the whole quegtion of the 11
Plus. VW should be the fundamental approach to the 11
Pus? | will tel you what it should be It should be to
abolishit. | an al in favour of thetotd abolitiondf the 11
Plusin this country and to ingtitute a sysem where people
will be ableto movefrom primary to secondary education
without the problems o the 11 Plus.

Wha we see the Miniger introducing now is an
atempt, and the Miniger mug understand that | am not
atacking her. | am just saying what my vison is and what
my objectivesare.

Aside.
Mt. SPEAKER . Pleas! Pleasd

Dr. R. C. HAYNES In what wey is the Minigter
deding with the issue df the 11 Plus? To some extent she
is addressing'the problems o the dow learners which |
undergtand will affect about 400 people. She is deding
with the quedtion of those specidly gifted persons, the
occasond 8-year olds and about 50 or so who congigently
get 90 or over during their evduations. But thet is just
tinkering with the problem. In my view, that is not deding
with the fundamentd problems, especidly in a dtuation
where we are thinking of zoning ultimately. | am going to
ded ‘with the quedtion of partid zoning later, but | think
that is also a compromise Stuation so tha what we are
seeing here today is a compromise Stuation and | would
have hoped that the ultimate vison is that children would
go into a processd a continual assessment from primary
right through secondary schools until they st an
gopropriate exam and then they move into the tertiary
sydem or into the streams for which, during that period
when they sojourn in the primary and secondary schools,
it is recognised thet they have specid tdents | think
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thet is the objective that | would like to see and what |
hoped would be the fina product of our educationa
system, because | fed that in that way that we would be
addressing the problems of the underprivileged.

When you redly think about it, who are the people
who are the victims of our educational system? Who are
the people who complain about the educational system?
VWho are the people who have the problems with the
educationa system? Who are the people whom you can
count and who are visibly let down by the educationa
system?| daresay, Mr. Speaker, that 90% or moreof those
people must come from the lower income groups of this
country and we need to target our reforms in education to
ded with the problems that have resulted in their being
further disadvantaged as a result of the educational system
andtry to remove the road blocks in their way.

Then, Sir, there is the question of wha do we do
about our teachers? How do we moativate our teachers?
How do we ensure that our teachers have the commitment
at plant level? | say this, Sir. We have to commit ourselves
to paying our teachers better. Let us get down to practical
ways. They need to be better paid. They need better
conditions of service. They need wider opportunities for
training and aboveall they need to be re-empowered at the
level of the schools because there was a time...

Aside.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: ... the White Paper sad
"empower”, but what | am saying is that they need to be
re-empowered to be able to perform in the same way in
which | am quite sure that you, Sir, can perform in the
environment in which you function. No one is going to
remove that power from you or not easily. It is not going
to be wrested. | an quite sure about that.

So, Mr. Spesker, then comes the quedtion of
certification. | am pleased that the whole question of the
CXC is being addressed after many years. | am pleased to
note that there will be an effort to discover that thereis
something good academically or otherwise about most of
the students who go through our secondary system and
there will be appropriate recognition.

It is important that we do not just devalue the
educational process by smply issuing certificates because
they attended school.You have to have a programme in
place to make sure that peoplereach a particular level ahd
qudify for the certificate. Otherwise, you will have a
problem.

Then, Sir, there is the whole question of what
happens in terms of other aspects o the flexible transfer
system, but | won't deal with that.

Then there is the level o free universty
education. There was alittlepolitical point being made here
earlier. While dl of us recognise the value of free
education in Barbados and by free education, free at dl
stages, | think that this is fundamentd in this society and
| will tdl you why. The greatest resourceof Barbadosover
the past 100 years has been its human resources.

455 p.m.

Aside.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: Prior to 100 yearsago what has
happened in the days of davery? | suppose human resource
was 0 devalued, but what | amn sayingisover the past 100
yearswhat has happened is that Barbadians through humaen
resource development have been able to impact, not only
on thedevelopment of this country, but the development o
the world.

Sir, if you permit me, | would only liketo draw asan
example to this Honourable House what the late Louis
Lynch as a single individual in a private school has been
able to do, to export throughout the world excelent
students who had achieved tremendous excellence a his
school wherel taught for a short period. | taught there for
ayear. Sir, if you were to go to Canada today, the United
Statesor the United Kingdom you will sse the tremendous
contribution which that school madein a very short period
of time, not only to human resource development a home
but also the international contribution which the products
of that school have been able to make in the areas of
education, hedlth and particularly in the area of nursing.
Then you begin to understand how that, when multiplied a
thousand times throughout Barbados, has influenced the
devdopment of this country. When you look at the
deveopment of the export of Barbadians, not only to
Europe, Panama, Brazil and to many aress of the world,
you begin to recognise what the educationa system of this
country has done for Barbadiansand it should in no way
be compromised. Therefore, Sir, let there be no doubt
where we stand in the NDP on the issue df free education
at dl stages for Barbadians. We cannot afford the kind of
luxury o the more devel oped societies where we can start
charging peoplefor education at any particular stagein our
development at this point in time.

Now, Sir, what does one perceive as being the very
magjor problem that needs to be dealt with now? This is
where | am a little disappointed in the White Paper. We
know that there are probably 10 000 or 15 000 young
people out there who, as | said, have been victims of the
system. Even if dl the measures put in place by the
Minister for remedia evaluation, measuresfor wider inputs
in primary and secondary education, even if dl those
measures are put in place, you are ill faced with a
backlog that you have and it is going to take years
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before those particular policies would trandate into a
significantnumber of people benefiting from them. So what
happensin the interim?

| would have hoped to see some kind of recognition
for the thousands of young people out there with this
problem, having gone through our primary and secondary
care system, who come out without certification and, in
many instances, cannot read or write or reason effectively.
Would there be any programme to ded with the existing
problem? Is there going to be any programme to dedl with
those who cameout last year in the samesituation?l sthere
any programmeto deal with those who are going to come
out this year, and next year because educational changes
just do not produce results overnight? It is a gradud
process and if you recognise there is a problem, if you
recognise the urgency of the problem, then | think we need
to do something.

Now, Sir, this White Paper was very articulate in
dedling with the kind of social and economic problems
which confront these individuas ranging from crime,
unemployment and thiskind of thing but, & the sametime,
| have not heard any position articulated that would deal
with this particular problem on a mass scale and that is
whét is very necessary right now. How do we rescue those
persons? How do we make sure that we do not continue to
throw large numbers of such persons out o our education
system over the next few years? It is dmogt inevitable, as
| have said. No matter if all these measures were put in
place today, problems in primary education will manifest
themselvesin someone whois4 or § yearsold probably 11
years down the road and in secondary education probably
5 years down the road. So you are going to have that
backlog and | think we just cannot write them off. We have
to ded with it in some kind of very fundamenta way.

| an very glad to S® that thereisa recognition o the
need for a second language.

Aside.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: | am dealing with some of these
issues. This has been mentioned, the need for a second
language. | remember very well the first person to
articulate that particular need in Barbados was someone
who spokeout today in the mediaon behdf of the National
Democratic Party whom the Honourable Minister knows
veary wedl. He spoke on the issue of ditism today; but he
was onedf thefirst personsin this country who pointed out
the critical importance of making sure that al our children
be exposed to a second language.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, on a point
o order. Between the years 1981 and 1986 1 had the
honour to be the Minister of Education o this country and

during that time for the first time Spanish was designated
officialy as the second language. It is quite wrong for the
Honourable Member for St. Michael South Central to say
that what appeared in a newspaper articletoday is the first
time such a point is being made. It is totaly mideading.
The Honourable Member has not read the White Paper and
is jumping from point to point.

Mr. SPEAKER: You have made your point, please.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES. Mr. Speaker, | do not believe
the Honourable Member understood what | said. | said that
he spoke today on another matter but he was the first
person in this country, as far as | can recall, to talk about
theexposureof people to a second languageat primary and
secondary level. He is a person who has a tremendous
visgon and his name is David Comissiong.

Asides.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES. Mr. Speaker | do not know why
| condantly excite this lady like this. It seems quite
inevitable Sir, that as soon as | start to gpesk this lady
becomes hyperactive or something like that. You just have
to contral her, Mr. Spesker.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is some excitement maybe
about you.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: Anyhow, Sir, aso documentsof
this House are the Manifestos of the NDP of 1991 and
1994. | believethe HonourableMinigter has reed them very
carefully becauseif you look very carefully a many of the
problemsarticulated as set out here, the whole question of
educdtion as a strategic factor in the development of our
nation and a potentia passport to prosperity for the
individual, the commitment to Government financed
educationat al levelsup to university level, the recognition
o the complexity of education and the use of technology
both in delivery and the introduction of students to
technology throughout our educationa system.

5.05 p.m.

The whole question of promoting a diversity in the
subjectsand interest to which our children will be exposed,
the whole question of creating a school environment
characterized by discipline, enthusiasm, initiative and
cregtivity among all gaff and students, the need to offer a
better ded for our teachers particularly in the area of
restoring esteem to a level consonant with their strategic
importance to the well-being of our society al these are
issues that were canvassed here extensively. They are all
here in the NDP’s Manifesto of 1991. In addition, it goes
on to spesk to the need to:
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"Put an end to overcrowded classrooms.

Restrict the maximum size of a school, to a
scientifically determined optimum.

Eliminate the substandard physical conditionswhich
exisa nany schools.

Ensure that all schools are adequately staffed and
equipped.

Encourage greater breadth, depth and diversity of
curriculawithin and among schools S0 as to ensure
that our educational system produces students with
the requisite mix of skills to meet the humen
resources requirements of a services oriented
economy, in the modern technologica age.

Encourage schools to be innovetive and to develop
distinctive personalities.

Allow more secondary school sto competein different
areas.

Widen the scope of decison making by school
Principasand their staff, and confer on teachers well-
defined authority and responsbility for discipline, on
the clear understanding that such authority must be
used to restore disciplineto the highest level.

Seek anationa consensusfor achangein the system
for transferring students from primary to secondary
schools.

Depoliticize the management of schools, and increase
the authority of School Boards”

Al these concepts, all theseideasare to befound in here.
When you listened to the presentation this morning on the
White Paper, a lot of it was just an expanson of these
idess. Let me say this. | do not want to takeany particular
credit for this. What | am saying is that the problems and
the idess have been out there for generations. That is all |

am saying.

In a short period of time | have been able to cover
probably 90%0f the conceptswhich were expanded on this
morning. They are all captured herein the 1991 Manifesto
o theNational Democratic Party and many of them, Sir,
are reproduced in the 1994 Manifesto of the Nationd
Democratic Rrty. Not the solutions. | am talking of many
o the analyses and many o the things that require
immediate attention.

Therefore | cannot quarrel with the Minigter if she
recognizesmany of the same problemsthat we recognize
and if she seeks to articulate them more expansvely in a

larger document, | do not have a problem with that either.
We may quarredl on particular areas where | do not think
thet she has really been revolutionary in her dealingswith
these matters.

Aside.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES What did you say?
Aside.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please, please.
Dr.R.C."HAWS: That | did what?
Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please, please.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES Thank you very much for the
compliment about my tie. | an very pleased about it. |
seem to have been disturbing the Honourable Member for
the City with ny tie. Thanks very much.

Sir, before| conclude, let me say this. | hope that this
debate would dlow this Parliament and the Minister o
Education clearly to understand how we feel about
education on the one hand, but also, let this debate not
finish without a clear understanding of the problems of
access that people face day-to-day in our educationa
system. Let us remember that there are thousands of poor
peoplewhom you and | represent who have problems with
such things as school uniforms, bus fares, lunch money.

There are a lot of very fundamenta things thet
compromise the access of our students to the educationd
sysem in this country. There are still many students in
Barbados who do not go to school every day becausetheir
parents are unemployed or because they do not have
enough money to buy lunch or pay bus fares. There are
still households in Barbados where they have to do thisin
rotation, where there is more than one child. We have to
address these problems and recognize that we cannot
discuss education in a vacuum, that we have to recognize
the kind of society for which our educationd sysem is
being fashioned and to make sure that we make the
resources available to the parents so that that kind of
pressure will be taken off the poor people whom |
represent in Carrington’s Village and whom you represent
in Bank Hal and where we share a common playing
ground at the Gullyfield where we cannot get a pavilion.
But we have to work together on that one, Sir.

I will move on, Sir. Finally, on this question o
zoning. | think that it was aot a brave decision to tak
about partid zoning. If you are going to zone, go ahead
and zone because my suspicionis that you are going to end
up with the same composition in al the schools as exist
right now. My suspicion is that you are going to end wp
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with the same composition in the schools as you have now.
My suspicionis that you are going to end up with the same
transportation problemsas you have now, to a very large
extent.

Aside.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES | am not talking about
transportation problems for the students only. 1 am talking
about the kind of transportation problems that we all face
coming into Bridgetown, in the morning during school
terms, which vanishes overnight during vacation.

Aside.

Dr.R. C. HAYNES: If | may continue, Sir. Thereare
2 trangportation problems. The transportation problems
which affect the students and the transportation problems
that affect the society at different times during the day and
0 on.

| will recommend that the Minister takes a bold
decison in relation to zoning, in relation to the 11+. Do
not be fearful about it because, in the long run, you will
get the support o the students, you will get the support of
the mgjority of Barbadians and those people who want to
maintain an elitist system, eventudly they will fall in line.
But somebody has to bite the bullet some time. Somebody
has to take the decision. Somebody hasto say to himsdf or
hersdf "Our education system has to be restructured in the
interest of the students.” | do not know of any student who
objects to zoning. | have never heard of a single student
who objects to zoning unless they have been brainwashed
by their parents.

How are you going to build communities? How are
you going to reinforce community values? How are you
going to reinforce family vadues unless you have the
support of the community, the schools and al that goes on
around a school 365 days a year, the image of the school
in the community and so on. Opportunities are there for
you.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member has one
minute to conclude.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES Sure. Opportunitiesare therefor
you, Minigter. Seize them. You and the Ministry have put
together the problemsand | have commended you both for
them aready.

What | urge you now to do is to be more definite,
more definitive in the solutions that you attempt. | know
that you are a member of a very right wing conservative
party. You ae not going to get the support of the
Honourable Member for the City. You are not going to get

the support of others. But nevertheless, you will have my
support over herein bringing about revolutionary changeto
our educational system in the interest of the broad masses
of the peopleof Barbadosand in the interest of the poor.
Let that be your objective.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speeker.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for S.
Jarnes North.
5.15 p.m.

Hon. R. C. EASTMOND: Mr. Spesker, Sir, as | rise
to make my own observations on what we have before us
| must point out that what impresses me about this White
Paper is that this White Paper has not been brought herein
avacuum nor hasit been brought here opportunistically but
it has been brought here informed by a seri es of objectives
and one objectivethat has been clear to me has been that
encouraging public debate on the Paper in addition to the
objective of pointing the way to reform.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, | believe that the Honourable
Minister of Education, from her own presentation, was
clear that she has come to a stage where she thinksthat our
educational system is in need of reform. But even before
she came to that position | an sure that she brought this
document before this HonourableHouse several weeksago
to encourage a measure of public debate and public
discussion and nobody who isinterested in the ddlivery of
wholesome educationa services in Barbados would ook
askance at the question of the timing of this White Paper
or to thefact that it has been brought before Us.

Now, Mr. Spesker, | beieve that any Honourable
Member in this House who is going to give his mind to
this White Paper must look at the question of a number of
historical forces that were behind educationin Barbadosup
to now, We had a situation in Barbados years ago, Mr.
Speaker, where successive adminigtrations, in the interest
of equity, thought that the building of school plant wes
important way back in time, that the provison of physicd
facilitieswould have been important.

We also had successive Governments, Mr. Speaker,
looking at the question of the physical comfort of children
in the schools in addition to ensuring that children who
came to school would have been able to abide their timein
schoal in an atmosphere where they could give their minds
to learning, and programmessuch as the provision of text
books and school medls informed a position where, down
the ages, successive Governments provided what, in my
mind, would have been educational infrastructure. There
can be no denying tha we have up until now seen
educationa policies geared primarily to the provision of
educationa infrastructure but where are we now?

—~
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TheWhitePaper talks in termsthat each one matters,
and each one matters is a pointed statement & the micro-
level hut, at the national community level, | would go SO
far ast o add, fashion me a people. Fashion me a peoplein
addition t o each one matters, because while we have been
providing information infrastructurea number of variables
have still been out there in the air that have gone againgt
edcaion Let me give you an example, Mr. Spesker. We
have had in Barbados, and | bdieve Honourable Members,
especially the more experienced ones in this House of
Assembly, such as the Honourable Member for the City,
the Honourable Member for St. George North, the
Honourable Member for St. Thomas, the Honourable
Member for St. Michadl South,t he Honourable Member for
Christ Church South, the Honourable Member for St
Michael South Central, dl of these experienced Members
Wl tdl you that in their experience....

Aside.

Hon. R C. EASTMOND: The Honourable Member
for . Michad West, my apologies. In their experience
there used to be a time in the higtory of education in
Barbados when the thrust seemed to be on a concept caled
superannuationand | believe that the Honourable Minister
of Education is dealing with that problem. | recdl in the
1960sand 1970s, children going to school and being placed
in a class or form and irrespective of their attainment
shifted to a next class the next year and a third class the
next year and a fourth class and so on, irrespectivedf their
achievement, irrespectiveof what difficulties faced them,
irrespective d their atainment.

The concept then, Mr. Speaker, in my subjective but
respectful view wes the question of superannuation. You
put a fellow in a school and you gave him a certain
minimum humber of years to be educated. What was
wrong with that system was that that systein was not
aufficiently diagnostic, Mr. Spesker, to take into account
problemsthat besetindividua peopleor even situationsthat
went to the benefit of students who because of the whole
sysem and the thrust of superannuation were not well
accounted for. | will give you some examples.

| vividly recall, many years ago, a sudent who hed
problems both with his sight and his hearing went to a
secondary school and was shifted from first form to second
form, to third form, to fourth form and when he got to 4th
form he was at the exact, the same stage he was in 4th as
he had been in 1st because he had undiagnosed learning
difficulties. It is to her credit, Mr. Speeker, that the
Honourable Member for St.. Michad North East and
Minister of Education has recognised that there are those
in the school system faced with learning difficulties who
have to be catered for and indeed thisis cons stent with her
programme which is not necessarily well set out here but

which she hes dready introduced where at the primary
level she introduced a policy and a programme o
education to diagnoselearning difficulties, thereason being
that she wanted to make sure that each child mattered.

Mr. Spesker, we have had in Barbados a situation
where we have seen children at 11 with an actud
chronologica age of 11 and a learning age intellectua
achievement of 7, forced to do the common entrance
examination with dire conseguences.

Mr. Speaker, we have had situations too whereon the
contrary there were studentswho at age 8 were manifesting
a particular genius and who were kept back because of a
legidative policy that kept them back. | vividly recall, Mr.
Spesker, a few years ago, at the St. Silas Schodl in St.
James, where there was a child age 8, in a class with
children age 11. The highest attainment in that classdf 11
was 75 and passad for Foundation. That child who passed
for Foundation was 11 years old, got 75 and went to
Foundation. There was a child in the same classat 8 who
beat that child who went to Foundation but hed to wait 3
more years for an opportunity to go to secondary school.
Thisis precisdy the problem that my learned friend and
colleague, the digtinguished Minister of Education, is
deding with. But that is not the only problem she is
dedling with, Mr. Speaker, she has considered, apart from
the question of textbook transfer, she has considered a
number of variables which go and which impinge on
education in Barbados.

I will not pretend to be that modd of virtue who
observes hours between 8.00 o'clock and 4.00 o'clock and
vanishesfrom the scene. Because of not being in a position
to observesuch virtues, | havebeen in Bridgetown at 11:00
o'clock a night and seen a child in school uniform coming
from a school in the rura South East of Barbados and
reaching Broad Street s0 exhausted, having both gone to
school and done extra curricula activities, that when he
reached Broad Street he sheltered under a box because he
did not haveit in him to try to get hometo St. Lucy where
he came from. This is a real problem and | think that the
Honourable Minister of Education must be complimented
on this question of partiad zoning. Partial zoning is not a
non point nor isit something informed by hypocrisy. When
first the concept of zoning was introduced 12 or 15 years
ago it was met by alot o hypocrisy? The position is this
now, Mr. Speaker, that notwithstanding the views held by
some distinguished Members of this House that Barbados
is so smdll that you can have access from one part of
Barbados to another easily.

525 p.m,

The fact of the matter is that children leave North
Point, St. Lucy to come to Bridgetown to get to Princess
Margaret and they have to leave a 5.30 am. What rest
could they have got? What time do they get home? The
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concept of partia zoning permits parentsboth to be ableto
choose particular schools as their first choice but at the
same time to permit a measure of zoning in one package.
What is wrong with that? There is no hypocrisy in that,
Mr. Spesker. There is no educationd unrighteousness in
that. There is nothing unrighteous or sinful, to borrow a
word from a distinguished Member on this question. If a
poor child has to travel 26 miles to go to school, has to
meet the vagaries of life, has to risk getting to school late
in the morning, risk getting home late in the evening, risk
not being able to do the homework, then partia zoning
comes to fill a void while & the same time giving the
parent and the child an opportunity still to exercise a
measure of choice.

Mr. Spesker, if these were the only policies in the
educational White Paper, then the Minister would have
scored 70 or 80 but there are severa more. Let uslook at
the whole question of the approach to curriculum and
curriculum development. The Honourable Minister of
Education, youthful as sheis but with a consciencealso in
serving her country, has recognized theall important notion
of curriculum development in education.

At no time was the Minister of Education so
opportunistic as to try to present for education nice and
short-term ends. She suggested both that she was inclined
to a policy of curriculum reform. She even went so far as
to indicate thet she was in the process of reectivating a
committee to look at the whole question of the curriculum.
Wein thisgreat Party, a Party that is great beyond dispute,
take objection to anybody suggesting that we are far right
and ultra-conservetive. | take most strenuous objection to
any person saying that in this Honourable House. No
person from the real Opposition has said so, but another
facsmile Opposition parading in here under the guise of
democratic privilege has sought to say that we are a group
of right wing opportunistic politicians. It is that same
facsimile Opposition labouring under the effect of defeat
and in his last days of any formd political recognition in
this country.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, thisisthe position. The Honourable
Minister has made it transparently clear that any thrust
towards educationa reform must look at the concept of
curriculum and must also involve personsin education who
have a contribution to make towards curriculum
development. Many years ago there used to be a
philosophy of education to build an old bursar. | have no
objection with that. Then we had an opportunistic thing
come in place suggesting that education should be made
exclusvely for the marketplace. | do not believe either in
wholesde intrinsc education for its own sake nor is
education prudent for the marketplace. There must be a
combination. There must be an educational system to
prepare people for the marketplace blended with a system

to bring out the right man or bring out the right woman.
Educate - lead out, bring out, help develop. The Miniser
was right on point when she suggested that that type of
thinking was behind ths Wi te Peaper. She ds0 made it
pellucidly clear = | do not want to use the word
“trangparently” clear again — that she was prepared to look
at those children in the educational system who vere at
risk. | must commend her becausein her White Paper she
states quite clearly that she was going to increase the
number of educational psychologistsand for that she must
be commended.

Thewholenotiond havingeducational psychologists,
Mr. Speaker, is important A number ¢ learning
difficulties, and you might be amazed that beyond hearing
problemsand sight problemsthet there are other problems
which stand in the way of children fulfilling themsdlves.
Educationa psychologists have training in psychology but
know how to apply the principles of psychology to the
whole process of learning. With the Minister's stated
intention of increesing the number of educationd
psychologists in the system, we have no choice but to
commend her on this. As if she were not content, Mr.
Speaker, to rest on her laurels, she went beyond the
education of children into the realm of tertiary education.
| must invite Honourable Members who have not read the
White Paper to look at it. The whole fact about it is that
the Honourable Minister of Education has looked at the
education of children at primary and secondary stages but
she has dso grappled with the problem of tertiary
education. No human being, Mr. Speaker, can be complete
in these days on a mere primary or secondary education.
Tertiary education isa must and it is a necessity because
it is at that stage that you get a chance to top up your
education and to achieve genuine sdf-actualization. You
will get somelearning at the primary and secondary stages,
but the purpose of any educational system is to let people
receive genuine sdf actudization in the sense of self-
fulfilment and she has addressed this question,

She has dso to her credit, and there is some political
risk in it, addressed the question of teacher assessmen.
Now thedifficulty of teacher assessment in my experience,
Mr. Speeker, is that there are those teachers who do well,
who work hard, who are devoted but who sometimes sense
that the system of assessing them is subjectiveand they
sometimes blame people in their own schools for giving
them an assessment that they do not like. Now the Minister
is not afraid of that challenge. | understand thet there isa
risk in it because some people will either avoid theissueor
let thestatus quo continue. There are those who will befor
that sysem of assessment. Let it continue. | will not check
it. But the Minister has to her credit decided that we must
have a system of ongoing teacher evauation following on
asystem of proper and thorough teacher development and
teacher preparation. In fact, the Minister quiteearly in this
White Paper has spoken to the whole question of teacher
development.




What is d=0 significant about this and whet is very
impressive about this, Mr. Speeker, i sthat this White Paper
addresses awiderangedf issuesi n education. Another very
important feature of this is the question of the referencein
the White Paper in dealing with the problen o low
achievement. Now this is something that we havet o look
at. There isno Barbadian except for those unfortunatefen
with beain damage Who is foolish. There is absolutely o
Barbadian who is foolish or who is ignorant. But yet the
reality of the situation is thet there is the tendency among
a minority t 0 experiencelow achievement.

Thers werethose whom weusadt o call dow learners.
| do not know whoisadow learner. A dow learner might
beafdlow who compared with somebody who gets 90, he
only gets 19. But low achievement isa redlity. It isnotin
my considered judgment, Mr. Spesker, a widespreed
prdd embut it is that we are interested in the notion of
each one has to mater. We gill have to look at tha
minority of people who experience lowv achievement.
Sometimes they experiencelow achievement from under-
motivation, sometimes they have learning difficulties,
ometimesiit is the style o teaching, sometimesit is the
environment and sometimes it is the socio-economic
problems in the household. But the Minister is prepared to
face that problem, come to terms with it and ded with it.

Mr. Spesker, | an saying tha even though an
Hnourad @ Member in thisdebate said that the significant
section f resources in Barbadosthat mattered the mogt are
human resourcesand that he saw nothing in this Peper. 1
am saying thet if you takei nt o account both the content of
the Paper and my submission in respect of defending it,
and my submission hes been madein the best of faith, then
wear e interested in bringing out the best in our peopleand
our fellow beingsour human resource. Even though | siton
the front bench, | fed that | am freeto say that one thing
that was not addressed was the question of the continuing
stalus of an examination cadled BSSC, the Barbados
Secondary School @tificte This thing hes lingered on
and on for a long time and hed no red datus. It wes
supposed t o be replaced for the school leaving exam. It is
called the Barbados Secondary School Certificate Part 1.
There has never been a Part 11. | was hoping to seein this
White Pgper some deding with this matter in terms o
tryingt o seewhether in the context of nationd certification
we can put this thing properly in its resting place on the
dump heap becauseit has never served any proper purpose.

The other thing too, Mr. Spesker, that | wart to
addressisthis. | am not criticizing the White Peper. Itisan
excellent Paper but there is one little gep. There are those
o us who are hying to look for ggps. This question of
tertiary private secondary schoolsor thequestion o tertiary
indtitutionsat the privateleve in my view could have been
addressed. Therear e those tertiary privateingtitutionssome

of which are located as close as Bak Hall or Whitepark,
S. Miched, Mr. Spesker, that play an excdlent role and
are in need of support and of being rationaized into the
system which wedo not yet have properly highlighted here.
536 p.m.

There are ds0 other schools in country digtricts,
where people go to so-cdled private lessons, which can
benefit from being embraced in the sysem. | do nat think
thet for the future the Minigter intends this White Paper to
be a carte blanche and would be beyond ay sort of
criticism, but the Minister issmply commentingon starting
a process of debate by which educaion and the
achievement of proper ingruction for people in Barbados
would be properly met.

| an heartened too, Mr. Speeker, that the Minigter, to
her credit, did not shy away from the question o looking
at the cogt of education. Thereis nothing to suggest thet
the Minister belongs to such aright wing party as would
want to sy thet the costsare so high she would want to
see people pay them. She never said s0, 0 those who
accusd ny colleague, the Minigter, of being right wing
hed better weatch whet they are saying. Her whole attitude
and demeanour in this debate was that she wes interested
in seeing the youth brought up, in seeing teechers teech
properly, in seeing parents rewarded, indeed she identified
them as stakeholders. The only thing about it is thet in the
short-term a stakeholder in education can be a sudent, a
teacher or a parent, but in the long-term a stakeholder in
education can be the entire community, becausethe whole
o Babados is interested in seeing Barbadians property
educated.

| am stisfied too, Mr. Spedker, that the Miniger's
gpproach to introducing ameesuredf remediad education at
the Polytechnic and in the Nationd Y outh Serviceis to be
commended. | amn aso impressed by the fact that the
Miniger has, not been so reckless as to go rushing to
abolish the Common Entrance Examination where there is
ahog of variables affecting that examination thet require
the dosest scrutiny before any decision can be mede to
abolish it.

All in dl, Mr. Spesker, | an stidfied that the effort
in bringing this White Pgper here today is an effort which
admits the fact that, even though this country hes mede
progress in education, there is ill a lot more to be
achieved. This Paper dso admitsthe fact that, even though
millions upon millions o dollars have been spent
developing humen resources, we mugt still have a process
d ongoing evaudtion and assessmentdf where we are and
where we want to go. | was rather disurbed that some
gookesmen sad that in his esimation the Pgper should
have said where we are and where we wart to go, but the
Paper says 20 quite clearly.
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The Honourable Minister took into account a whole
number of factors, vicisstudes and variables affecting
education. She has come here determined to invite this
Parliament's reaction to her determination to reform, and
basad an the fact that she hes brought it in good faith, that
it iswedl thought out, thet she has the support of technical
people like the Chief Education Officer and his excdlent
gt in the Ministry of Education who worked herd to help
her, | an satisfied thet this Paper hes alot of merit.

With these few words, Mr. Spesker, | an deeply
obliged to you.

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: Mr. Spesker, | rise to
meake some comment on this White Peper thet is before us
and, perhaps what is moreimportant, to make commentson
wherewear e in education and where we should be seeking

to go.

I, for one, have dways believed that education
fundamentdly is a subject in which we should seek the
broadest possible support and in which, as far as possible,
partisan positions should be dr opped, but where of course
it affects degp and complex choices sometimes the
differences will come through. | have never in ny career
benefitted from that kind of gpproach, because in dmost
every decison | had to teke, | hed to contend with very
severe, seriousand partisan opposition from the party ad
groups outside. If we hed benefittedin the kind of support
that should have been forthcoming in tems o the
educationd process and in terms of educationd change,
then we would have been much farther dong in this
country and many of the issues we are discussng nov we
would not redlly be discussing, because they would have
been part and parcd of the educationd train of thought in
Barbados.

But when we are talking about curricullum
development, Sir, it is little redised, even though the
Miniser made a reference to it and | bdieve the White
Paper does, that it was way back in 1972 or 1973 that we
st up aNationd Curriculum Development Coundil to dedl
with what for meis the key issuein education, thet is, how
do you meke the entire educationd process more effective
and more efficient for the 60 000 or 0 children - | don't
have the number at hand...

Aside.

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: Only 40 000? | an told
it iS40 000, Sir. There has been a Sgnificant drop in those
numbers, but to make efficient and effective education for
the children in the society. That, after dl, isthe key to it.

| wish to make a referenceto this question of itism.
| am not of the diteand my thinking is nat elitist. | believe
that our country and our educationa sysem mugt provide

the kind of educationd experiencesfor dl of our children
that will enable each one of them, as far as practicable, to
get the best of what is going in the country and to make
the mogt of their own potentidities and capabilities. That
iswhat | believe. If that isthe objective, then we have to
fashion a sysem that will enablechildrea t o go through the
sydem with a mary opportunities as possble If it is
excdlencein education andif it isa democratisation of the
system, it means tha there must be enough places
comfortable places, efficient placesin our sysem for all f
the children of Barbados. | do not believe, Sir, contrary to
what may be said, that we have yet reeched that Sage. We
have hed a Stuation in which at the primary leve we had
enough places. but there was a severe shortage & the
secondary level S0 thet there could be no provision of
comparable places for everyone going for transfers from
the primary to the secondary level. So any Government in
the 1950s, the 1960s and the 1970s would have had, if the
philosophy was one o democratisstion, to provide
additiona educationd places and that process is nat yet
complete because there hed to be certain compromises
through the provison or designaion of senior and
composite schoolsand othersin order to neet t he demand
for secondary school places.

545 p.m,

Sir, that is where the distortion comesin, because it
was canvased and propagated thet the entire educational
policy hed to do only with the provison of secondary
school places. As | sad, Sir, we have not completed the
process o providing the secondary school places. The St.
Thomas School is still to be completed and | believe..

Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please let me hear the Honourable
Member.

Rt. Hon. L. E SANDIFORD: | an saying, Sir, if we
are providing the number o places we have to do that. It
was intended as additiond places. When | started the
school are you telling me what it was intended to be?

Mr. SPEAKER: Presson.

Rt. Hon. L. E SANDIFORD: Tha is wha was
planned. | was Miniger of Education.

Sir, a thesametimethat you are providing additiona
school places, you have to take into account the tired
schoal buildingsat the primary and secondary level which
would need replacement. Any Government now and in the
future must have an effective school building programme
ether to replace existing schools or to provide additiond
schools. When we take into account a system of education
which indicates that we have to place increasing attention
a the pre-primary levd to nursery education, we will
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see that we still have work to do in those areas. | believe
that nursery education istremendoudly important,especialy
where somein our society are able to get their children at
school at age 3 and others haveto wait until 5 or whenever
they can get them into the public school system.
Inequdities have origins where we may least think they
occur. So we have to do something about that.

Having looked at the tota school population, as a
country we have to ask ourselves, as parents, educators,
policy makersand aboved | as teachers, what it is that we
want to achieve for our children, wha kind of society do
we wish them to grow Lp in, what is the provision we are
going to make for them. This comes down to the basic
philosophy of education. What Q you believe in? What is
the role and scope of the individual and what is the role
and scope of the group and how the two must interact.
These are fundamenta questionsand then we have to ask
oursalves how ar e weto trandateour philosophy, our ams
and objectivesinto a curriculum that can be parcelled into
different subjects or groups of subjects that may be
digestiblethrough the term or the semester as the case may
be.

That istheroledf a national curriculum devel opment
council: to identify the subjects which are to be taught,
how they should be taught, when they should be taught.
Tret isthe how and why and wherefore of the educational
process. | think that is a the heart and the key to it. In my
view, we have passad the stage where we can think that the
3R’s aredl that we have to do and to teach. There is a
whole range of knowledge that we have to pass on in a
society such as this and this debate cannot help but be a
philosophical debate.

I am fully consciousthat anything | say here will not
influence the Government in anyway whatsoever. So we
are going through the motions. | say that because the very
document that we are discussing is called a White Paper
and a White Paper refers to settled government policy. If
it were a Green Paper coming before this Honourable
Chamber it means that these are some propositions and
some possibilitiesand options but the Government has not
yet made up its mind.

| hate to speak, Sir, when you are conducting a
seminar for parliamentarians but the Government itself
apparently is not aware that a White Paper represents
settled policy. So, Sir, | sy these maters The
consultationswith al of theteachersand dl of the different
bodies in the sysem have taken place but for the
conaultation in here now we are given a White Paper.

Aside.
Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: | know | have a point

to make and | will make the point, Mr. Speaker, and they
will listen but as | say, their hearts are dready hardened.

I will take the cue from the Member for St. Thomas.
He says heisligtening and he has an open mind and | hope
that he will take the point that | am making that the
Government should complete the St. Thomas School as
quickly as possible. | say that in hisinterest.

Sir, | believe that we have to ensure that the young
people have postive lifestyles.
555 p.m.

We have to pass on that information and it has to be
parcelled out. It has to be in the subjects that are taught,
whether you do team teaching, whether it is integrated
subjects or however it is parcelled out, or whether it is
providedin different subjectsbut pulled together at theend
of the processor at theend of acertain period. We haveto
let our people know that there should be regular medica
checkups. It has to be taught in the schools and reinforced
over and over again. We have to let them know that as far
as possible they should not be smoking anything from a pot
or apipe. We haveto let them know that they should avoid
dcohol and, if they cannot avoid it, teke it in very
moderate quantities.

Sir, | believe they have to be told about interpersona
relationships. That is how | prefer to put it. | believe they
have to be told that the country that they will live in will
only make progressif we are able to saveand invest more,
that we will only make progressif our deficitsare kept low
and that we will only make progress if we are able to
reduce poverty and human suffering. The point | an
making here, Sir, is that in the areadf persond finance and
development, we have to pass the information on if not we
cannot and should not hope that thesethingsare part of the
environment or the universeand somehow or another they
will beinculcated. They have to be taught. | now will hear
how crowded the curriculum is. You will hear that, Sir, but
the curriculum will dways remain crowded if 80%d the
timeis spent on Mathematicsand English and you are only
left with 20% to do these other things which are 0 very
important. So we have to find a way and a method of
teaching English and Mathematics without allocating so
much time to those subjectsso that time would be available
for other subjects to be taught without teachers believing
that they are being deprived of the time to do what they
consider to be essential.

If we are talking, Sir, about the efficient delivery o
education then we have to think in terms of ensuring that
there is specidist teaching in our schools. What is the
system we have? For students at age 9 or 10 we take the
best and most experienced teachers and expose them to a
whole class for a whole year. They are teaching the
common entrance class, so those teachers have to be
struggling to undo any damage that has been done earlier
and then impart the kind of information they fed relates
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to the man subjects tha are tested in the Common
Entrance Examination. That Common Entrance
Examination is the only national examination that we have
where all the children take the exam. We have perssted
down through the yearsin distorting the educational system
by limiting it to two subjects basicaly, English and
Mathematics.

The whole sysem needs broadening to take into
account a genuine theory o education which will include
Social Sciencesand the Sciences. That is my view. If they
have open ears, they are listening. But if we continue to
narow that base in the nationd exam where al the
children are taking it, we will continue to have the kind of
digtortion of genuine and true education. Then that
examinationis the only one we have, age 10 or 11, and yet
| have a fedling that for too many years we never redly
examined the results of that examination with a view of
working with the schools to see where their strengthsand
wesknesses were. | am grateful to the Ministry o
Education down through the years for meking available
the resultsof that examinationto me | carry out my own
andyss, but | believe that analysis should be done on a
national scale and not andysis smply for the ske of
analysing, but to see how it can inform school
improvement and pupil performance.

Our chdlenge, Sir, is to ensure that the amount o
money we spend on education is giving us the kinds of
returns from the expenditure, and there will dways be
room for improvement. | believe we can do a better job. |
believe that down through the years we have done a good
job in spite of the criticisms and that is being recognised
from day-to-day. | do not mind that the White Paper spesks
about the new Education Act of 1983. It does not say thet
the mgor Education Act wasintroducedin 1975, | believe
but that might be because | was Minister of Education at
the time. It does not say that, but | am accustomed to that.

| heard one Member said that | was given some
commendation by the Minister. | did not heer it mysdf. |
- know the Minister looked across at me but she did not say
the Member for St. Michad South, so she could have been
speaking about anybody out here. | do not know. She could
be speaking about my colleague for . Michad West for
dl 1 know. He acted as Minister of Education sometimes.
That is why we were ableto get the St. Leonard’s Stuation
cleared up, Sir, he and the then Member for St. George
North.
6.05 p.m.

But we have got to ded with these matters, Sir, and
we have got to be sure that our human resources are
developed to the fullest. We have to ensure that our
children have self-respect, that they have sdlf-identity and
worth.

The Honourable Member f a S James Nrth
included sef-actuaizationand | would agree with him on
that. Self-respect, all of those must be part of it, Sr. We
have to get those across to our students.

At the tertiary level, we are talking about things that
should have been settled sone time ago. | am happy to
hear from the Minister of Education that the Barbados
Community College W continue to play a mgjor role in
achieving the educational goads of Barbados.

We are a democracy and | do not know if the one
indtitute that was set up in that place, the indtitute f a
democracy isfunctioning. Weare talking about democracy.
We have to remain democraticin this country. It will not
just happen. We need to have the indtitutionsin place that
will passon theknowledge, information and SOon. Perhaps
I will hear something about that particular body, Sir,
becauseit is a key indtitution, according to the vision that
we have of our country.

It is time that we are bold This talk till in 1996 o
tutors, assstant tutors and S0 on in a mgor tertiary
educationa intitution needs throwing out, The standard
term is that of professor. Do not be afraid. | can tell you
how thetermtutor came about. | have never said it before.
But it was to come to terms with Erdiston & a time when
the Barbados Labour Party, the union then constituted and
others indde and outside were against the idea of a
Community College. We hed, as far as possible, totry to
integrate it into a system and to hitch the positionsan to
something existing at Erdiston. But in any ingtitution you
think you should have a position called tutor? You are not
in the Oxford system.

Aside.

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: | am a survivor,

dthough my Government could not survive the last
ondaught.

Aside.

Rt. Hon. L. E SANDIFORD: You warned me But
you did not warn me about yoursdf. | an sorry, Mr.

Spesker. | am nat speaking about you, Sir.

Those things have to be thrown out. The legidation
was changed, as far as | recall, so that the ingtitution can
award its own degrees, both earned degrees and honorary
degrees. If you are looking for a system of honouring
teachers as | note in the White Paper, the process of
honorary degrees from the Community College can
recognizethe contributiond teachersand otherswho meke
a contribution to the educationa system.

Asides.
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Rt. HNn L. E. SANDIFORD: Sir, at that point of
trande ..

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Membe has 2
minutes t 0 conclude.

Rt. N L E. SANDIFORD: Sir, | will not be able
to conclude this discourse in the 2-minutes remaining. |
have never been a 2-minute nan and therefore, | cannot
concludein the 2 minutes. | can terminate.

There will be other occasonsfor me to continue what
| bdieve, in thisChamber, would bear important discourse
On education which is a very tremendous subject.

Before | stop, let me sy that | am impressed with
what is to be cdled the Hospitdity Inditute and before
that, the Hotel School. | believe thet has a tremendousrole
to play in broadening the concept of what education at the
tertiary leve isdl about. It has never been about only
academic subjects but it has been about education in the
broadest sense and about continuing educetion as well,
which we all have to embrace. | think there will be
excdlent facilitiesthere. | am impressed with the plansthat
were drawn up and made and aso the implementation of
those plans. | look forward to the opening o that
inditution.

In the end, let me stress what the gookesman on
education, the Honourable Member for S. Philip South hes
sdd. The White Paper spesks in terms of competition. |
thirk it would have been better to baance that with co-
operation and that the two should go together. Competition
but co-operation. | am not spesking about the Co-operative
High School but | am spesking about co-operation as an
energizing concept.

I will stop at this stage, Sir. Thank you.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honorable Member for Chrigt
Church Eag.

Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER: Mr. Speeker, Sir, |
thrk itisagood point on which | should rise. When | hear
of co-operation, | usudly respond because | have been
involvedin the co-operativeexercisefor quitealong while.

The White Pgper on Education Reform comes after
may years of discusson among the many partners in
education,

6.15 p.m,

| know, particularly during the last 3 years, these
discussions have been going on and, Sir, | wasinvolved in
that process and | mug register my disgppointment that

when it seemed asif we are a the point of seeing reform
taking place, instead d seeing reform we saw confusion.
Let me be specific, Sr. Let me go back first of all to the
former Minister of Education the HonourableCyril Walker.
He had some discussons on education reform. The
Nationd Advisory Commisson an Education was looking
a the various views and then in the mids of these
discussions up came the Minister with this great proposa
in which heislooking at education in the futureand in that
proposd he was recommending thet we have two stages,
that we have the traditional secondary school and thet
secondary school would go to 3rd form. After that you
would go to sage 2, something &kin to the American
system. That would have resulted in alot of didocation, a
lot of duplication, and it would have reinforced the kind of
problems that have been spoken about where the children
have to takeexams & age 11, then another exam at age 14,
and then another one at age 16. Sir, needless to say, the
Nationd Advisory Commisson on Education did not
support the proposal . | believetoo the Government of the
day did not support it because after much public debat e we
herd no more about it and we were left to begin

renegotiation.

Then, up came the other Minigter, the Honourable
Keth Smmonsand, Sir, | must compliment hisenergy. He
hed a number of meetings on al matters reating to
education and this led to the establishment of a steering
committee to look at the trandfer system, to look at
transportation, to look a vaues education and dl these
things that were relevant to education. Jugt & that point
when we thought that we were seeing a transformetion
taking place, lo and behold another stage of confusion.

Then, Sir, in came Honourdble Tyrone Estwick,
another Miniger of Education. As if to reflect on the
problems of the past, as many people do, he decided to
take no action because that wes the safest thing to do and
0 he decided that the status quo would remain. That is
why, Sir, | have to congratulate the current Miniger of
Education because she has not dlowed ay inertia and
there certainly has not been any confusion, and as a result
she has been able to have this White Pgper on Education
Reform brought to Parliament for discusson and | am
happy about thet, Sir.

When | read this Paper, Sir, | see that it reflects the
views o the key sectoral interestsin education and | refer
to a number of ny papers from the past. When | look
through these papers | see that there were great aress of
agreement which are reflected now in this White Paper. It
shows, Sir, that this is a Government of red consensus. It
shows, Sir, that this is a Government of consultation. It
shows, Sir, that this is a Government that takes the views
o key sectoral interests into consderation.
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Sir, | am saying that because | am aware that the
Barbados Association of Principas of Public Secondary
Schools, the Nationd Council of Parent Teachers
Associations, the Barbados Union of Teachers and dl of
the other associations, had reached consensus on the nesd
for patia zoning. So we were just waiting for some
Minister to have the conscientiousnessto presentit speedily
to Perliament for ratification. So | notice there is no
difficulty with partid zoning. It is agreed that there should
be partial zoning. There may be differencesin terms of at
what stage the partial zoning and at what stage you should
proceed to full zoning. Some people have said there should
be a choice of 4 schools and then you go to your zone.
Some have said you should have your choice of 4. From
looking back at my papers, Sir, there was the Sub
Committee of The Nationd Advisory Commisson on
Education looking at the transfer to secondary schoolsand
this Committee had recommended that there be two open
choices given and then students would be dlocated
according to zones. This is the podtion that is being
adopted here in the White Paper.

Sir, in any system of zoning there will be perceptions
of some inequity but in the interest of community
development, in theinterest of having parentswho have an
afinity to the schools within the community working
together, | believe that we have no choice but to support a
system of partia zoning.

We recadll the days when most of the boys and girls,
becauseat that time there was the FoundationBoys  School
and the Foundation Girls Schooal, the boys from the area
went to Foundation Boys and the girlswent to Foundation
Girls, and to this day there are greet linkages between
those people who went to those schools and the families
because they knew each other very well. Thisis what has
grengthened the communities in such areas as Chrigt
Church, an area which | grew up in and which | love
dearly because | knew not only the boys | went to school
with, but 1 knew the friends of my brothers, | knew the
friends of other family members, cousins and so on who
went to Foundation School. And, Sir, | believefirmly that
having a school which is centra to community
development is critical especialy at the point in time when
communities are breaking down. When communitiesarein
need of leadership, when they arein need of greater unity,
it is important that the key indtitutions that traditionally
were supposed to give guidance to the community are
preserved in the traditional way in which we knew them.

Many times, Sir, we touch things in nature and We'

believe we will do a better job, then we discover that we
have touched the wrong thing and we say to ourselves that
we have to revert to what we had before. There is nothing
wrong with that and therefore | strongly support the case
for partid zoning. | however know, Sir, that we have to
contend with the issue of the perception in disparity of

schools and that over time we will have to address that by
ensuring that all the schools have therequisitefacilitiesand
in th's regard, Sir, | am pleased to see that the Paper
proposes that the St. Leonards Girls School will be
amalgamated with the St. Thomas School as we cdl it or
by any other name which it will be given. It will be a co-
educational school that facility there in Richmond Gap
which accommodates both the boys and the girls the
problemsd the past would indicate that the facility istoo
gndl. Thereis no playground.

6.25 p.m.

There is too much congestion and it is therefore
inadequate and with the separation of the 2 schoolsit will
present better facilities and therefore we will not have a
dtuation of any one group placed in an under-privileged
position. | am therefore pleased that thisis being doneand
it is necessary in order to havea sense of equity within the
system.

Sir, | am pleased that the White Paper 100ks at
children at risk. When we Soeek of children at risk, weare
speaking about those children who because of a lack of
proper guidanceor somepsychological problem havefound
themsaves given to trouble at school and they find
themsalves with suspension and then they get expelled.
Usually, it isbecause they lack somekind of guidance. The
children at risk concept deals with providingthe kind of
guidance necessary for thesechildren and the White Paper
itself speaks of having those children receiving counseling
on a weekly basis. The White Paper ds0 Spesks of
providing 2 additional psychologists at the Ministry of
Education. At this time, Sir, there is only one and | am
familiar with a number of cases where we have had
children & school who needed the guidance of a
psychologist and could not be ssen because there was only
one and there were to0 many children whom this
psychologist had to deal with. So it is long overdue, Sr,
for there to be a minimum of these 2 psychologists at the
Ministry of Education. Also, there is the need to have
guidanceand counselling for these children and that islong
overdue. Therefore, | again mug congratul atethe Minister
for addressing the current societal needs. Anyone who
reads the White Paper with a different perception may not
have seen what it was saying. | studied a littleliteratureat
school to Sixth Form and | know that sometimes you have
to read through the thing carefully. But if you reed it
superficiadly or hurriedly at night, you may not see straight
fully everything in front of you and | suspect that some
peopleread it hurriedly. Therefore, when they claimed that
the White Paper was not looking at theseissues, | can just
excuse them that they did not have enough time last night
to look over the Paper and they did not see these things by
careful reading. From my understanding of the problems
that confront students in our society, this White Paper
addresses those problems.
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Sir, when welook a theissued diagnodic testing in
schools for children who cannot see or hear wel or who
have speach problemsand when we think thet they are not
willing to learn or when they are cdled duncy, it is not
thet. It is because they have some physical impediment
which is being addressad in this White Pgper. When we
look, too, a the psychologicd problemsof children within
the school sysem where some have problems within the
home, they mey be deaf, or parents mey be divorced or
whatever other circumstance, we have in this sygem
teacherswho sometimesar e not mindful of thefact thet we
livein a very complex society and our children ar e subject
to thesekinds of consderations. We sometimesfigure that
these children are just giving trouble where, in fact, these
children ned thekind of counsdlling that thisWhite Pgper
addresses.

Sir, the White Paper ds0 addresses the fact that
children deveop at different gages. | remember when |
was a school there was a boy who wes judt 15 years old
cdled "Steinbok” - | beieve the Honourable Member for
S. Michael South would know. | believe thet he hed the
honour of teaching him - who becamea Barbados Scholar
at age 15 or 16 years Smply because he went to school at
avay ealy age | went to Foundation when | was just
about 80r 9 yearsold at thet time, Sir...

Mr. SPEAKER: | went to school at an early age too.

Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER:..I did nat have the
privilege o medting too many good people and | will
speak briefly about some of them when | spesk about the
Foundation Schoal a little later in my presentation. | will
have to advert to that jugt a little bit. So that when we
speck about flexible trandfer, we are meking sure that we
0o back to something that wes good. | have seen many
children being kept back at 8 years when they are doing
wedl and they becomefrustrated within the primary school.
This Peper addresses that problem. It dso addresses the
problem of someonewho might want to move on at alater
dage. Sir, | dso noticed too thet there is an arrangement
being mede for assgtance to be gven for teachers a
assded private schools to get specid training in
remediation. In these asssted private schools you have a
number of children who would leave the primary schools
with somelearning disabilitiesand thisisaso another good
dep.

Also, Sir, the White Paper proposesthet & the private
seoondary  schools there be a subvention given for
information technology because this is the direction in
which we are headed. Also, arangementsare provided for
in-sarvice traning because, as it says, eech one matters
whether you are going to a private school or a public
school. Quadity education for dl.

Sir, | can go on and on regarding this matter and it
would only be someonewho isinsendtive, who would not
recognizethd the Wi t e Pgper hescone a a time when
the society has been crying out for it, when the society
denands it and when it should be put in place with the
utmost haste. So | amaso pleased to see that the issue of
teacher education has been addressed, \hen we look at
Erdiston College which traditionaly has produced e hers
for normd teaching, you will notice thet it has gone to a
situation where we are looking a special courses in
information technology, remedial education, and values
education which isveay critical in an age when it s¢ems as
if some o the people who are committing these crimes
have not entered the church door @ have not received any
kind of ingtruction of that nat ure, becauset hose peoplewho
ded with them will tel you that they do not understand
good from bad. Thisiswhy values education iscritical.

Ancther aea to be addressed is that of conflict
resolution. How do you resolve aconflict? In thisday and
age when you have conflicts, to resolvet han one might
take up acutlass and the next NN will do the Sane thing
or they may even go for agun. So that these things nexd
to be taught in the school. How are you able to deal with
conflict resolution? How tO address special educational
needs?If you arelooking at marketing, Sr, you would say
that this White Paper is specially packaged t0 meet the
needsdf the consumers, the consumers bei ng the children,
parents and the generd community. It is totally packaged
from outside, inside and all corners, totally packaged.

Sir, another point is the ongoing assessment within
the school system. Thisis aconcept thet has been agreed
by dl the key partners in education. Everyone has agreed
on thisat age 7, 9, ad 11 and not only assessment in
terms Of academics but assessment in terms  of
psychologica and physica neads. Thishas been agreed and
thisis whet the White Paper says we will do.

Sir, | am judt heppy as | sad following the earlier
frugrations of that. this White Pgper has come to this
Parliament and that it is to be implemented, but | would
hope that it is implemented expeditioudy. It is one thing
for it to come and the second thing is for it to be
implemented expeditioudy becauseit provides theanswvers
for thistime These answershave been providedby d| the
key players within the educationa sector.

Sir, thereis thisidea that childrenare not doing well
smply because they do not pass a lot of subjectsin the
Common Entrance Exam. Yet when we go out on the
streets We find that peoplear e smart. Somedf these people
who do nat have the CXC are smarter then alot of usin
here. | believe that before we come to a judgment we have
to look at the examingion to see whether it is not
demanding more under the present conditions. Within a
three-hour pgper you are expected to do too much. In
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addition to that, you have to do all these school basd
assessments, which take away the time for learning, and
thereforeit might have an implication for your retention. It
might be a problem of retention, S0 we need tolook & the
CXC examination. |1 do not believe that al the smart
children | am seeing around are failures, | believe that
something is wrong with the examination.

6.35 p.m.

When | did history at school, | sat two papers. | did
not have school based assessmentsto do, | read the books
and then | remembered something, used my little common
senseand | passed history with a decent grade. In this day
and age | believe | would have failed it, because! would
have had to address dl of these school based assessments
and may not have had enough time to learn the work in
addition to doing the other seven or eight subjects. So |
believe it could be a matter of doing too much in a short
gace of time. | am not sure, but | am saying we need to
re-examine the CXC examination before we dart to
condemn our children and deem them as failures when the
standard being required is perhgps too high.

Sir, on the issue of sixth forms, the Paper is very
clear. | will read a section. It says
"It is clear that the cgpacity does exist to
accommodate most of those who can be expected to
go on to do Advanced Levelsin any given yea."

But the conclusion says.

"Therefore, we can safely say that the demand does
not exist to create another sxth form school."

| agree with the foregoing sentence, but | am not sure that
it necessary follows that wecan safely say thet the demand
does not exist to create another sixth form school.

| wish to propose that in view of how the zoning
systemis structured,in view of thefact that we arelooking
at retention of traditional values, at uplifting communities,
| am strongly suggesting that the Christ Church Foundation
School as it is now, a school that had a sixth form. . . .
When | was just a youngster | knew the sixth form boys,
peoplelikeRichard " Johnny" Cheltenham, aong with those
before that time, we hed heard about Bobby Thomas who
had won a Barbados Scholarshipand al the younger boys
who did not know him but heard about him knew that he
had gone to that school and he had become a Barbados
Scholar. It gave the people of Christ Church a sense of
pride in that indtitution. It brought a feding o
achievement. So | an proposing that, while most of these
people are being accommodated, it would not hurt to
restore the prestige, the tradition of the Christ Church
Foundation School by smply providing a sixth form, but

not a big sixth form. All we are asking for is in kegping
with our environment, a place where you have a lot of
businesses, that you have a business sixth form where
people can get in-house training as well, where students
can go on attachment to businessesin thearea, so that you
are doing a complete job by providing a business sixth
form for Christ Church Foundation School.

Sir, the school itself has been asking for this sixth
form for a number of years and a Paper was presented in
which a recommendation was madefor a sixth form of just
30 students, and the facilitiesare there aready. The space
is there, they are into information technology, the
computers are there, the teachers have Masters degrees,
they are good teachers, they are looking at doing things
that they are doing well, the students do well in business,
in accounts, in information technology and we arelooking
to have a sixth form in which children would do such
subjects as accounts, economics, mathematics,” computer
science, technica drawing and a combination of these
called information technology. | have been reliably advised
that the school has the facility, that there would therefore
bea minima cost, so for aminima cost my only appesl is
that we restore the glory of Christ Church, an areawhich
accounts for 20% of the population of Barbados, an area
where the networks are such that you can walk to the
school, where you would not have to leave Christ Church
and go down to the Community College, Harrison College,
Queen's College or Combermere; or to go by two busesto
The Lodge School.

In keeping with al the themes, the sub-themes and
the concepts presented here, | believe it would redly
enhance this Paper if we could only be given a sixth form
at the Christ Church Foundation School, and | am hoping
that the Minister will hear us in our plea for this sixth
form. It would do much more good and would do no harm
if that Sxth form is provided at that school. | understand
the considerations that the Associate Degree has been
provided by the Community College....

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member has two
minutes more,

Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER: . ... and I think it is
good that those students who are sitting the Associate
Degree will have an opportunity to quaify for the
Barbados Scholarship in 1997. It shows vision, that weare
now moving with the times, but amidst all thismy oneplea
for an addition to the Paper is to look at the tradition of the
Foundation School and provide it with a business sixth
form which complements the whole area and which
restores the schoal to its tradition.

Sir, | feel very good this evening as well, because we
heard the announcement that every boy and girl will have
an opportunity to get free tertiary education, whether it
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be at the Samud Jackman Prescod Polytechnic, the
Community College, Erdiston or at the Universty o the
West Indies.

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member
conclude, please?

Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER: | spoke last year and
sad | would like the boys and girls o Silver Sands, St.
Christopher and d| those poor areasin my constituency to
be able to get the same free education | got. Today | fedl
like a good man, | have grown ten feet tall because this
Government has shown onceagain thet it caresfor the poor
people of this country.

Thank you very much.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Spesker, Sir, | think every
one who has listened to this debate so far will be satisfied
that it is a debate which is desirable, and | am pleased to
be able to participatein it if for no other reason than to put
my views on the record of this House. | am aware that
these views have been articulated beforein different places,
but as | listened to the debate and as | look a the White
Paper | cannot help a sense of feling that in many ways
the White Paper does not go to the heart of what change
we need in education to take us into the 21t century.

| believe, in spitedf thefact that thisWhite Paper has
been published since 1995, that because it says it is a
White Pgper and becausemany o the recommendationsin
it have either been implemented or are in the process of
being implemented, the emphasis which the Minister has
been placing on consultation in her presentation is not
borne out by the facts.
6.45 p.m,

It is unfortunate that such changes as envisaged will
not be the result of real genuine consultation and exchange
and to a large extent they will not embrace real change.
Mr. Speeker, education is everybody's business.
Unfortunately, there is a school of thought which has been
noised abroad that education is something for the education
experts but in truth if we are to discuss changes in the
education whichis provided in thiscountry, then the people
who have the most interest in education are in fact those
mothers and fathers whom Your Honour will see any
morning waking. Those of us who live in the areas where
the schools are within waking distance, we see morning
time, lunch timeand afternoon a number of young mothers,
sometimes with one child in the left hand and the other
child holding in the right hand on the way to or from
school.

Education is important and a debate on education is
important to those people, becausein the find andysiswe

are discussing the changes that are to be made in the
fortunesof the children of Barbados. There is no one who
has any greater interest in the education of hisor her child
then the neighbour would have in the education of his or
her child. Sometimes when | hear the so-called experts
talking about education | marvel & how many o them
seem to have lost touch with the reason for education.

The Honourable Member who just sat down talked
about the consumers. In truth, Sir, | can goeek about the
consumers, not becausel am one but because | represent so
many who quiteoftenar € voicelessin thedecisonsthat are
made about them and their progeny. Mr. Speaker, | do not
have a persond interest. It is ironic that as | get up to
gpeek the second of my children would have been born 30
years ago today. So it is unlikely then - Happy Birthday,
dear, | amnot ableto buy the expensivegift you asked me
for.

Serioudy, Mr. Spesker, 30 yearsago my second child
was born and the next one is only a few years younger.
The other one is in tertiary education. But the point is
when we have young children whose fortunes have not yet
been settled as to where they are going to go to school and
what typedf education they are going to have, we have a
more passionae interest in these matters than when we
have passed tha stage. Even so, Sir, | have over 40
godchildren at various stagesof education and | represent
acongtituency where, as| said, there are not many people
who have a voicein the decison making of what is going
to happen to their children in the educational process and
that is why it isimportant that | speek for them. | have a
passionatecommitment to goeek for them becausel believe
that | and most of the Honourable Members in here come
from amongst those kinds of people. We sometimesforget
as we tak about the educationd process and the
educationd infrastructure and we use the jargon of the
experts that we are in fact discussing the evolutionary
process o which we are a part and only recently a very

integra part.

As | have sad before, as we address each other in
this House and we spesk o the Honourable Member for
this and the Honourable Member for that, each of us can
remember a few years ago, it seems, when we were
struggling to be part of that educational process called
secondary educetion in this country.

So, Sir, my advice to the Minister and to the
educationa expertsis that first of al we should not try to
re-invent the whedl. We shouldtry to seeif we can accept
what has gone before, accept that there has been pioneering
in education beforeand recognisethat all we are seeking to
do most of the time is to improveon what we have or whet
we were given. Much of our difficulty in the educational
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debate across the country relates to our inheritance in
education, While many of us in Barbados continue to
believethat wha weinherited sometimeago issacrosanct,
the British from Whom we inherited most of our systems
havelong ago looked at and ingtituted reform and, | think
it would be fair to point out, have returned in some
instancesto wheat they had before Wear e talking now for
example about flexible transfer. Mr. Spesker, when Your
Honour and | were going to eementary schoal there wes
flexible trandfer. | believe that it is no secret thet | wes
flexibly transferredfrom Wedey Hal to Combermere when
| wes 9 years and 8 months. In those days, there wes o
common entrance exam. A teacher in the school would
draw t0 your mother's attention that he & she thought that
you were material to take one of the exams. There were 3
o 4 exams at the time, the Civic, if you werea member of
the Civic Society, they had an exam where there might
have been 2 scholarships. There wes the St. Michael’s
\&stry and there was the Exhibition, second gradeand first
grade, the second grade if you were going to one o the
second grade schoolsand first grade if you were going to
Harrison Collegeor Queen’s College. That was it. A vary
dhort time ago.

Access to secondary education within this country
was determined toalargeextent by lot. If you hgppened to
be pi cked up by one d the teachersas a promising pupil
and if you happened to take the exan and you were
successful you got a scholarship becauseif you didn't get
ascholarshipyou didn*t get to go to any secondary school
even though the fees werea mere $8 aterm. In those days,
Mr. Spesker, you would recall tht $8 a term was Smply
too much for many a parent to pay.

| an awareof many of the personsin Fairfield, Black
Rock and Tudor Bridge who were brighter by far then
meany persons who have become prominent in this country
over the last 30 or 40 years but who remained more or less
at the levels they were educated to a St. Leonard’s or .
Stephen's or Wedey Hl  because their parents could not
afford the $8 per tem tha was necessry to go to the
secondary schools. It behovesalot of peopleto forget that,
because in the reaively short time between 1960 and
today a large quantity of people have been exposed to
secondary and tertiary education. But it was only yesterday
that only a few hed access to secondary education of a
certain kind. What that means for me, Mr. Speeker, is thet
every time| hear of an education debate | know thet | have
to participate because the mandate which | got, nat from
my condtituents, but from the people in Fairfield and the
place where | was born and grew up wes that | hed a

respongibility.

| dare suppose that everybody ese like me has such
aresponghility to see that we manage to get the education

cake broadened to dlow more and more people to sudan
themsalvesintdlectudly from it.
6.55 p.m.

Mr. Spesker, this White Pgper is the result, as the
Miniger says, o a lot of hard work on the pat o her
officids, and they have produced to alarge extent materid
that has been going around and around, but they are
seeking to find solutions. 1t would take a lot longer then
half an hour to addresstheseissueseffectively and properly
as | would like but thereare a couple of issues which we
can ded with which are symptomatic of the other issues.

Let us teke the question of partid zoning. Partid
zoning, Mr. Spesker, saeksto provide everybody who lives
in a particular area with aschool of a certain qudity near
to thet area and according to the debate we have heard
today, it seeks to preclude young children from having to
go long distances to schoal. | have no particular viewv on
partiad zoning as it has been described. | do not have a
view one way or the other as long as people are going to
have the opportunity to get a decent education, but | think
we should face thefact in thiscountry. It isnot going to be
acceptablefor the people from Alkins Gap, Westbury Ggp
or the people from Peterkin's not to have the opportunity to
0o to a school that is perceived by their parentsas having
the begt facilities or the best opportunity for that child to
have the upward mobility which it hes been indicated is
desrablefor a good qudlity life

Now the Minigter is seeking to solve thet problem by
meking two choices available a large. When | look at
those two choices, it is the difference between those two
choices and what up until then persons hed, thet is three
choices But when you look a Zones 1, 2 and 3 and you
examine them, what you have is that a number o young
women who would have reed only afew wesksago that St.
Miched School, was the school where the Governor-
Gengd went to school and it is the best school for women,
or, according to the Minigter's ovn statement a few weeks
ago, it is now the schoal of choicefor those, in her words,
with alighter shade o pale,when peoplelook at that school
and they happen to live somewhere where thet schoal is o
longer in the zone, they will smply change their address.

Mr. Spesker, | lived in New Yok and the smple
matter to ded with zoning for mogt people who wanted to
bein aparticular zone was to havea mailing address in the
zone

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TATFT: Tha is true, because | teke it
serioudy. The Honourable Member is saying thet | an the
only Member of Parliament who caused them to make an
adiusment to the zone It is because | teke it vay
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serioudy. | work with my congtituentsand | recognise thet |

the zone as it was identified in this White Pgper created a
problem. | discussed it with the Minigtry and | will say for
the Miniger and the Minidry thet they saw the point and
| am underganding now that they have mede a dight
adjusment.

The point | an meking is thet there is no point our
getting very uptight about the zones because those persons
who are determined to be in the right zone will be in the
right zone. If achild says that it livesat its aunt, thereis
no force on earth thet is going to sy that thet child does
not now live at its aunt even though the child's parents
might livein St. Lucy and the aunt livesin Christ Church.
All o these indicate that people are ill passonady
concaned about the qudity of educaion which their
children will get. So if we want to meke fundamentd
changes, we have to tackle theissue, not only in terms o
zoning but the issue of the qualitative capecity of the
schools which we have. We have to undersand that there
are certain psychologica differences reating to traditions
which are not going to change merdy because we wish
tham to change. We have to ga those who are the
dissaminators o information to stop putting out jargon
which createsin the minds of those persons who reed that
there is one law for the Medes and another for the
Perdans

Mr. Speeker, the Common Entrance Examination
sought to differentiate between those who could meke it
and those who could nat but, at the same time, it provided
in some ways the only fair way o digtributing the dite
places, or by whatever name called, the good places thet
wereavalable. Until wesystematically improvethequdity
d the respective schools thet are recognised and identified
as the dite schoals, until we improve the qudity o the
other schools ether by virtue of tdlling people the good
parts o those schools or by putting more resources into
those schools, we are going to continue to be dogged by
the difficulties connected with zoning.

Mr. Spesker, | can think d no reason why a teecher
who is teaching a Harrison College, for example, o
Combermere, who i s the best French teacher, should not be
available to the students of Lynch's Secondary Schoal. |
can think of no reeson why a teacher who is specidly
gifted in the teaching of Geogrgphy who is teaching at the
Lodge School should nat be available to the students o
Princess Margaret. We need to examine the methodology
d employment in the system. It ssemsto methat if weare
going to talk about fundamental change thesear e the kinds
of things we have to tackle. If the Honourable Member for
S. Miched South is a magnificent Higtory teecher and he
isin the sygem and if we have gx like him, but we have
28 schoals, then we have to work out our remunerdion
cgpacity in such aweay that those Sx teachersare available
to the 28 sthools in the subjects in which they are

excdlent. These are aress which | would have considered
revolutionary attempts | believe that if consultation is
mede with t he appropriate unionsin this country and if the
right sysem of remuneration is arrived &, the people will
agree.

Mr. Speaker, when we were discussing tourism, the
Honourable Members on that Side sad that where you hed
oecid capacity and ability that you had to be rewarded
accordingly. But if you have afantastic Geography teecher
there is nothing wrong with rewarding that fantadtic
Geography teacher in a particular way so asto dlow thet
teacher to be availableto more then one school. Theseare
the kinds of changes which would have to occur in our
education sysem for the people to have a feding that the
zoning is genuine, that it isred and that it will not affect
them adversdly. Some would sy it is a difficult concept,
but it is not in terms d the universty sysem.

705 p.m.

Everyone knows, for example, that in the universty
system, a person who teachesa particular subject teeches
it to more than one group and, in some instances, teeches
itd more than one university. Thereis no reason why we,
in a reaivedy smdl country, could not find an
accommodetion for some of that.

Mr. Spesker, | dso wish to address the issue of free
education or so-caled free education, that is, education that
is not pad for by the dient. The Govemment today
through the Miniser made an announcement which, to
someone who hed jugt arrived from Mars, would have
seamed as if it were a revolutionary decision, that the
Govemment of Barbadoswill, in fact, be paying tuition for
persons Who are going to the university.

When you look & the White Peper itsalf, the White
Paper said - let me use the Report that camein - that whet
they were required to do = nmy timeis such that | do not
think 1 wart to spend the time reading dl o it, Sir - wes
one d gx things, the first of which was to maintain the
status quo. To mantain the status quo is exactly whet the
Minigter hes accepted. To maintain the status quo in
relation to the universty is precisaly thedecison which has
been made in relaion to the White Paper. The Honorable
Member, while discussing that, turned to a paper which is
amemorandum and | thi nk the peopleof Barbadosdeserve
to know precisely what it is. It says, "Barbados Humen
ResourcesProject Agreed Minutesof NegotiationsMay 14,
1993."

The Honourable Member read from this document
and being a lavwe de read only the pat tha wes
concerned with the point she was meking. She went on to
leave the impression, as hed been done in the pad, .that
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this was a document that somehow bound the Government
of Barbados to acommitment. Hereisthelast paragraph of
that, Sir. Paragraph 6 - it is the Minutes of a meeting -
which is the last paragrgph reeds as follows:

"Upon return to Barbados, the del egation will request
the Dreda of Financeand Planning to send the bank
ateex not later than May 21, 1993 - listen to this,
Sir = confirming the Government's agreement with
the negotiated draft loan agreement and supplemental
letter. In addition the Governor of the Bank for
Barbados or his dternate will nominate an expert to
sign the Statutory Committee Report.”

Mr. Spesker, | chdlenge the Minigter to show the |

tdex...

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: On a point of order,
Sir, the Honourable Member is mideading this Chamber.
In the course of my speech, | Stated specifically that those
agreed Minutes were pursuant to a mandate given by the
then Minister, Senator Harcourt Lewis, as a result of a
decision taken by Cabineton May 6,1993 for theapprova
of a public expenditure programme and, what is more,
which | did not say today, is that ...

Asdes.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Sir, | just wanted to
make the point on a point of elucidation thet a loan besed
on the agreed conditions of these Minutes was signed in
Augus, 1993 on the very same conditions that were
negotiated by Harcourt Lewis.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The Honourable Member quoted
from the document that | an quoting from. | am quoting
the last paragraph which said that whoever signed the
document Hon. L. V. H. Lewis, G.CM., Authorized
Representative for the Government of Barbados and
Miriam Schneidnam I.DR.D. Thelast paragraph said and
| quoted it just now and | repest:

"Upon return to Barbados, the delegation will request
thet the Director of Financeand Planning,” et cetera.

| want to say further, Sir, that the then Prime Minister
went to the BCC, the Barbados Community College. This
document is dated May 14, 1993.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: No, no. Becauseour integrity has
been put on the line by these Honourable Members. 1t will
not be that.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Sir,...

Mr. SPEAKER: On what do you rise?
Hon. MissB. A. M LLER On account of the hour.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The hour? There is no hour that
you can get now. We are going to...

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please.
Mr. B. M. TAITT: | am sorry, Sir

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Spegker, Sir, | have
aready sgndled the Honourable Member but it is now
well past 700 o'clock This is the hour a which | will
normaly ask for the suspension.

Mr. SPEAKER: Could you dlow the Honorable
Member to conclude his point, please?

Mr. B. M. TATT. Mr. Speaker, Sir, that was May
14, 1993. In January, 1994...

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: You can bring dl the Cabinet
Papers. You can bring all the Cabinet Papers thet the
Cabinet has. In 1994 the Prime Minister of Barbadoswent
to the Barbados Community College and said and the
newspaper reported, Prime Minister Erskine Sandiford
made the point that Government should foot most of the
bill for young Barbadian tertiary education. Prime Minister
Erskine Sandiford mede that point clear on Saturday
evening as he addressed. .,

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member has 2
minutes to conclude, please.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: ...the graduation ceremony d the
Barbados Community College. | an quoting him, Sir:

"While we in Barbados require our tertiary level
students to bear a smdl part of the cog, thet is what
they are paying, that is what they were paying then.
We remain unswerving in our position that the bulk
o the cost should come out of our generd revenue.”

Aside.
Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please, please.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | want to say further, Sir, thet |
have mede it a pogition of my lifein al the Cabinets and.
the Honourable Members can confirm it, that we would
never agree to the payment of fees.

But | go further. The Honourable Member has
appointed a Committee and put, as the Charman o
that Committee, a person whose position on fees was
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wel-known and documented in this country. Put this
person to be Charman of an Advisory Committee on
financing university education. In fairnessto that person,
the person recommended...

Aside.

Mr. SPEAKER: Would the Honourable Member
please conclude. Your time has expired. Your time has
expired.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Yes, Sr. In the Report, the

Chairman said 50%. Can you imagine in thisday and age

that a Committee on financing recommended that the
studentsof Barbados pay 50%af their fees? In fairnessto
the Chairman of that Committee; Dr. Shorey, he said he
did not agree with the mgority view. He was of the
opinion that provided theloan provisionsrecommendedare
put in place students should be required to pay the full
amount of their tuition fees. He asked that his dissent be
recorded.

| am quoting from the document which the
Honourable Member made a document of the Houseand |
am saying, Mr. Speeker, Sir, thet it is disreputable for
anyoneto suggest that this Government was going to cause
university students to pay fees.

Aside.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOITLEY: On a point of order,
Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: Your point of order, please.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: If the Honourable
Member wants, by implication, to refer to another
Honourable Member as disreputable, since | am the only
person who has made the dlegation in here today that that
Governmenton May 6,1993, May 14,1993 and in August
1993 signed documents and gave commitmentsto charge
fees at those inditutions a the rate of 10% while till
agreeing to pay the bulk of the economic cost of 90%.

If heis suggesting that | am disreputable, he has not
only to withdraw it but to tell the public thet his problem
is that he wants to excuse himsdf from not being present
at that Cabinet meeting.

Mr. SPEAKER: TheHonourableMember, please. The
Honourable Member for &. Michael West, | am asking you
to withdraw the word disreputable.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Yes, Sr, | withdraw the word
disreputable. | draw to your attention, Sir...

Mr. SPEAKER: Go ahead, please.

S P ——

Mr. B. M. TAITT: ..that | had not sad that the
HonourableMember v&s disreputable. | withdraw that. But
| am just saying, for therecard, that | said it iS disreputable
for anyone. | withdraw that, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: Your timehas expired.
Aside.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Speskef...

Mr. SPEAKER: Pleass, Could you conclude? Your
time has expired.

Asde.
Mr. SPEAKER: Please.
Asde.

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time has expired. Could you
conclude, please?
7.15 p.m.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: No one including and especialy
the Leader of this House, the Honourable Member for the
City, will be able to stop me from speaking for the rights
o the peopleof Babados The people of St. Michael
West sent me here 25 years ago and you will never be able
to stop me

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time has expired, Sir.
SUSPENSION OF SITTING

Hon. MissB. A. M LLER Mr. Spedker, Sir, | beg to
move that this House be suspended until 8:15 this evening.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: | beg to second that,
Mr. Spesker.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division and Mr. SPEAKER suspended the sitting
accordingly.

RESUMPTION
Mr. SPEAKER: This sitting is resumed.

Hon. R. N. GREENIDGE: Mr. Spegker, | want to
first begin by saying that over the years Barbados hes hed
avery good track record where education is concerned. In
fact, Mr. Spesker, when | was a boy | recdl students
coming from virtualy all over the world to be educated at
the Lodge School when they had the boarding
establishment at that ingtitution. | know that Mapps
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College is dso a school where there is some form
of boarding.

Mr. Spesker, when yau trave throughout the region
and you vidgt any regiond ingtitution, whether you are at
Mona in Jamaica, whether you are at the theologicd
college in Jamaica, Or the agricultural collegein Trinided
or wherever you are, people aways speak in glowing terms
about our educationd system.

| believe too, Mr. Spesker, that we have exported
more teechersthroughout thisregion than any other country
hes We have I€ft a legacy in places like the Turks ad
Caicos | Sl ats and in places like the Cayman Idands. We
have d=0 |eft an outstanding legacy in The Bahameas, the
British Virgin Idands, Bermuda, . Vincent, Antigua,
Guyanaand in fact throughout theregion. | believe that we
have a very good solid foundation where our educationd
histay isconcemed.

This White Paper which we are debating today, Sir,
is another part of our educational ory and | believe thet
we have to see it in thet light because we make our boast
that wear e the leedersin education in the region and this
is a ggnificant step which we are taking. | agree that
everythingin the paper may not be revolutionary. We mey
be complementing, Sr, the exiding sysems ad
progranmes but the Minister has to be congratulated for
the effort which she had made, a vary young, enthusiastic
and competent Minigter of Education and | think Barbados
should be proud of the Minister of Education.

Now, | want to speek to quite a few o the issues
raised in the White Peper. The Honourable Member for S
James North hes dedt so wel with things like partid
zoningand curriculum development thet | think | am going
to stisfy mysdf with looking primerily & two aspects
redly of the White Paper. These two aspects have redly
caught my fancy. They are the flexible trandfer from
primary to secondary school and teacher evauation.

If welook first, Sir, at theflexible trandfer it isafact,
it is a redity o life, and those of us who have ben
teaching will attest to this, that children often work one,
ometimes two formsahead of their age group. It isa fact
and Honourable Membersin this Chamber today have also
sad that they themsdvesworked ahead of their age group.
| heard that daim coming from the Honourable Member
for &. Philip South and the Honourable Mamber for S
Michad Wes. | know the Minister for Education, the
Honourable Member for St. Michad North Eagt worked
ahead of her age group. | do nat think, Sir, thet we should
punish a child for being bright. As it sands now, vary
often we get this vary bright child dtting in a dassoom
next to children who are maybe 11 years old and here is

the 9-year old performing on par with them and sometimes
better. What usudly hgppens, Sir, is that you keep thet
child behind and | think that is a punishment because the
child sometimes hes a better mark then the 11-year dd
and then the friends go on to the sscondary school and
leave this bright 9-year old child behind. | do nat see why
age should be a barrier at that stage to that particular child.
The child mey loseinterest after thet. In fact thereisacase
in my condtituency wherea child that was doing extremdy
wdl wes kept back because of age and peaformed less
creditably then it wes performing previoudy.

Sir, experience has taught me that there is redly o
megic in 11 and | dare say no magic in 11+ either. A
child has no control, Mr. Spesker, over things like how
bright it will be. It hasno control over itsdate o birth and
| think it is unfair to be teling a child that he was born a
month too late because thet is whet it ends up &. When
come perhaps August 31 the child has not yet reeched the
required eleven and therefore the child has to be kept back
and the child mugt repest a yesr.

| mugt say, Mr. Speeker, that where this 11+ is
concaned | mudt tell the Miniger in thisingance that she
mug folow her own intuition on this one and teke her
advice from the people a the Minisry of Educaion
because | st in this Chamber today and | heard the
HonourableMember for &. Michad South Centrd say thet
this particular exam should be abolished dtogether. A few
minutes after thet | listened to the Honourable Mamber for
. Miched South and he is teling the Miniger o
Education that this 11+ nesdst o be expanded. Where does
dhe dand if she takes advice from here or from there?
There are divergent views on it and | must say, Mr.
Spesker, that | fully agree with making the age range as
dadic as she has done | agree with meking it eagtic
where you can accommodate from 8+ on to 120 Yau
accommodete the ones Who are bright and the ones who
are travelling moredowly. But | know thet thereare many
of usin Barbados who areaverse to changeand perhgpsdo
not want to change from whet it presently is, thet is, 11+.
| agree that it should have been mede as broad as it has
bean from 8+ until 12.

High achievers and brilliant children, Mr. Speeker,
mugt be acknowledged. Y ears ago, before we placed our
children into that 11+ draight jacket, | recdl a young
bright nan who took the exam a the age of 9. He came
first in theidand & theage d 9 and he went into Harrison
College, he won a Barbados Scholarship. He is now a
lecturer in law at Universty. | see o reeson why ay
obstacleshould have been put in that young man's quest for

knowledge.

The Honoureble Mambe for Chrigt Church Eagt
mentioned today the case o aschodl mate of mine We sat
dde by sde, a young men by the name of Paul Steinbok,
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and lamsurethat the HonourableMember for . Michael
South at whose feet he sat, would agree that Paul Steinbok
was one d the mog brilliant sudents ever, atywhere in
the world
8.30 p.m.

At the age of 13 Paul Steinbok hed dready hed O
Levds. When he st besde ne in Sixth Form he was
about 15 years old and | was a big Strgpping nan reedy to
leave and here wes a 15-year old who was a lot brighter
then we were. This young men was so brilliant, Sir, thet at
15 years old he had three "A" Leves | think they were
English, Hisory and French. But Steinbok did not stop
therein Fifth Form. In fact, he did not get the scholarship
a 15 years and he hed grades good enough to get the
scholarship. But what Paul Steinbok did was to go on and

do scienceand he got t he Barbados Scholarship in science

and heisnow one d theleading doctorsin the world This
is sheer genius.

| have a few resarvations like anybody dse on the
whole question of the White Peper. | have afew questions
on theissue o theflexible trandfer. | was wondering, Mr.
Spesker, if it would have been possible to nake it where
the person would be given more than one atempt. Thisis
something which | think may be looked into and perhaps
as we go dong there is dways room for change. Then
there is the temptation dways, Mr. Speeker, to experiment
with the vary bright children. | am pleesed that thereisa
provison now which says the child mus be scoring
congstently above 90 and thet the child must complete the
gyllabus. There is dso a provison which inggts thet the
parents and the principa must carefully monitor Stuation.
| think those checks and balancesare good and those are
vmed thereservationswhich | hed about this wholecase
o flexibletrander. | agree with the Minister of Education
that the high-flierswhich we have mey be about 50 or so.
But the question of course wes thet like everything dse we
may be trying to help and we mey destroy and therefore |
see why the checks and baances are there thet you should
not push a person too quickly. Thecritical andlogy isclear.
Sometimes we teke a youngster and we want to put him
into this team or thet team and sometimes we destroy the
person. Therefore, as | said, those provisons which sy
ove 90 per cent dwaysin grades and thet the child mugt
completethe syllabus and aright toappeal aswel goesto
ome extent to satisy my concerns.

Mr. Speeker, | now want to sy just a fev words
about the whole question of teacher evauation because
there is no doubt in my mind whatsoever that ongoing
teacher evadudtion is a sine qua non to our educaiond
sysem. We must have teecher evaduation. Teechers have
to know where they are now and how much farther they
have to go and we just cannot let them looseand let them
be teaching a random and not making any gpprasa o

assessment in the way they are performing. | recall, Sir,
when | was ateacher they had what | consider tO be a very
vague insrument which was ussd as a form of acher
evaudion. Every year the headieacher would give you
some grades like a, b, ¢, d or whatever, That was the way
to messure the teecher's performance. | nost say, Mr.
Speaker, thet is no longer in existence. | say that it was
vague instrument, Mr. Spesker, because the headings m
which you were adjudged were very often nebulous. They
hed something on it, for instance, caled "influence” as a
heading and you were to be judged on influence.
Sometimes one would wonder what "influence’ neat.

Doesit mean what influence| haveon my fellow teachers?
Does it mean what i nfl uence | have on the stidents? If it
means what influence | have on the students, would Not the
person evauating have tofird out f r omthe students what
influence | was having on them? Al those questions were
asked.

Mr. Speaker, very often the headmaster was the
person Who actudly wrote on the report. | méan the weay a
school is 0 busy the headmaster himsdf did not havet he
time to come and watch you do your lessonsand the head-
mester wast he person who hed to be judging you and your
performance, hed to ke putting down things like your
knowledged thesubject retter, and hed to be judging you
on discipline in your classoom. | used to find Mr.
Speaker, that very often the wrong i nress an could have
ben given becauset he person who sent the nast people to
theheadmadter for punishment or whatever could very well
have been adjudged as the person who exerts the most
discipline on the dass. But the person who never sent
anybody in my opinion might very well have been the
person who was exerting the most influence, because he
never hed to send anybody. But very often you found thet
it backfired and the person who sent the most people would
get a better grade for discipline. | am glad to hear tha
paticular ingrument from most schoolsis now out of the
sysem.

Now | have heard of a case t00 where some heed-
teachers will ask you to 9gn first and then put in the
grades because you did not wart to confront the person
with a bed gradeand you got t he person’s Sgneture first.
It wes thet ki nd of instrument and it wes largdly regarded
as what the Honourable Minister referred to as a punitive
ingtrument where people dways thought of a whipping rod
andthet they were going to use that instrument when they
wanted you trandferred or when they wanted to prevent you
from getting a promotion. This particular method of
assessmentand apprai sal which the Minigter iscoming with
is a different type dtogether. | believethat alot of public
relaions need to be done with it if we are to remove that
perception that the teacher evaluation processis a punitive
one. We have to give it some public relationsand we have
to let people know that it is for the teecher's benefit.. The
teechers have to know this It is a different type of
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system dtogether. Now it must be mede clear that the
assessment procedure will be amed at improving things
like classmanagement d the teacher in order to ensurethat
the student in the long run is better off, It is the class
management and SO on that we are working on. It isgoing
to be a continuous process. Thereis going to be didogue
on it dwaysand one thing | like about it, Sir, is the whole
question of parents evaluation where you are going to be
working on the strengths and weaknesses of the teecher. |
think that thisisa movein theright direction becauseany
assessment should reflect the way the fellow teachers fed
about you as well and that parent evauation is going to do
judtice. For ingtance, do other teechers rdy on me as a
teacher?

Now | recdl, Mr. Spesker, where a heeadmistresswas
teaching in a Second Form and next door there weas a
young teacher teaching the identicd subject which the
head-tavher was teaching. It was a subject and veb
agreament Why for ingance we have to say: "A box d
matches iS" and not "A box of maichesare'. It was that
kind of tricky subject and verb agreement. It is tricky for
a Second Former.

Aside.

Hon. R. N. GREENIDGE: Mr. Spesker, | know the
Honourable Member for St. John wants something to laugh
a, but the correct thing is abox o matchesis. It is only
one box. That is whet the lesson was about. But whet the
headmidtress was saying was thet the young teecher was
teaching the lesson better then she hersdf was teaching it
and in the long run she nade use o that teacher to teach
that particular aea o English for her. If this particular
point is taken 1O its limit, Mr. Speaker, we had in here
today two suggestions. We hed one suggestion that when
you are good, you should be used as a consultant teecher
like how you usea QC.

8.40 p.m,

That isthetyped thing | am soesking about. Hereis
omebody who excelled a what they were doing. it isthe
same point which was mede earlier. Then we hed another
suggestion from the Honourable Member for . Miched
Wes, that if you are a good Spanish teacher you should be
ableto teach not only at the school you are teaching at, but
you should be used & another schoal. Thisis whet teacher
evauation is aout under this new system. If you drive it
toitslogicd conclusion, it is exactly wheat they are saying
and | would join hands with them on thet. If you want
redly and truly to use the teecher evaluation process to do
something, this is what can come out o it.

Such adocument, Mr. Speaker, isgoing to play apart
in promotion. Do you know whet else | would like to see
comeout of thet document? | do nat believe in promotion

by seniority or by age, | beieve in promotion by merit.
This particular document could very well go along way in
eradicating that whole idea that as long as you are the
oldest teacher, or the longest serving teacher, automaticaly
you are next in line. Very often when it reeches thet Sage
you redlisethat you do not have anything more to do, you
do not havetotry any longer, because you ar e going to be
the next man, and therefore | think this is something else
which this particular document can do. In the long run we
can have the mogt beautiful gppraisal sysem in the world,
we can have the best teacher evauaion method in the
world, but if you are usng the wrong persons to evauate
the sygem it is dl going to bresk down. Therefore, we
have to ensure tha the Heads, the Year Heads and the
Heads of Department are the correct people, that they are
trusworthy and that things like favouritism, politicd
patronage and 0 on are no longer part and parcd o their
armoury.

Yau can have a vay wesk Head Teecher, for
ingance, who knows within himsdf or hersdf that the
teacher being assessed deserves a 'C', but who mey not
want to hurt the teacher and for that reason, and that r eason
only, he might not give the teecher a'C. T am saying you
have to be gtrong, especidly in a system like this one,
which isnew, and alot is going to depend on it. | urge the
Hed Teachers, Year Heads and Heeds of Department to
take this particular one much more serioudy then they took
thelast one Thegist of what | havesad isthat it isnat a
foolproof system. It might be an excellent system, but you
aredill going to have afew problems

Mr. Spesker, | sad | was going to gpesk an two
issues. | think | have even gone on longer then | thought |
would. Therefore, in concdluson | want t0 commend the
Miniger o Education for the steps she has teken in
bringing this White Paper before Parliament. 1 thrk itisa
dep in the right direction and it can only do good for
education in Barbados

Thank you, Sir.

Mr. H. F. LASHLEY: Mr. Spesker, Sir, | riseon this
occasion to add ny voice to this debate. | should like to
teke a different perspective and look a community
participation in education, the wey forward.

| believethat our educational sysem should be geared
to develop more wdl-rounded individuds so thet they
could achieve the best out of life and it is againg this
background thet | believe education is nat a 9.00 to 3.00
exercise. | know that alot o programmesgo an long after
3odock. | want tolink the community into the school and
vice varsa and | would like to drav a reference, usng
Parkinson Schoal in this ingtance. There was a time in
Pindands when the community hed no access whatsoever
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to use the school and the school hed been continuoudly
vanddised, because there was this missing link between the
school and the community. At the formation of the
Pinelands Crestive Workshop, members of the Workshop
and people from the Seventh Day Adventist Church went
to the Headmaster, the late Mr. Denneth Reece, and came
up with a proposa on how to link the community into the
school and the reverse. The result of that is now higtory,
because the modd of Pinelands and Wildey has become
No. 1 for cultural and sporting development in Barbados.
| believe that throughout Barbados, particularly the newer
secondary schools, should adways be open for NGO’s to
use them whenever they want to use them, under some
kind of guidance from the Board of Management.

Wea so havetolook a the schoolsin Barbadosusing
the resources within the community from personswho have
excdled in their particular disciplines as resource persons
where they could come into the various schools and offer
their servicesascounsdlors. Let medraw an ingtance. | am
living in a community that probably produces the best
sporting and cultural talent anywhere in the Caribbean.
That is undisputed. L& me start identifying it for
Honourable Members. When | look & people like Rodney
Grant, who co-ordinates a regiona programme through
established culturad fuson that hes its secretaria in
Pinelands. He is an expert in drama, dance and the arts,
and you could use his skills @ Parkinson School. In
addition, we have a young gentleman like Mark Forde, who
qudified as the youngest FIFA referee this part of the
world. Again, he can teach refereeing and any related
aspect o football from a theoretical point of view. Not
only that, that school has produced individuas, like Rawle
Clarke who represented Barbados a the Montred
Olympics. We aso have within the community itsdlf
resource personslike Keith Griffith, Colin Forde and Miss
Sandra Fergusson. | could cal a host o names, but the
important point | want to make is that we cannot have the
schools as a separate entity and then the communitiesfar
removed from them. If you go down that road, you will be
on the wrong path and create alot of problems.

Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us hear the Honourable Member
please.

Mr. H. F. LASHLEY: It is againg thet kind o
background that 1 am talking about the newer secondary
schools, because | am a product of a newer secondary
school, Parkinson School. | an saying that when we look
a the educationd system within the newer secondary
schools that today's youth are more energetic, more
cregtive than at any other time in Barbados. | an saying
that because they diversified the programmesin the newer
secondary schools the school hdls like thet at Parkinson

School, the Garrison Secondary School, Princess Margaret,
al o thoseschool hallsshould be renovated for what | cdll
theatrical hallsfor the performing arts. The reason why is
that it leads us to the fact that we could introduce drama,
dance, folk singing and even jazz music on the school
curriculum, but we have to have the facilities where the
students can exhibit their energies.

8.50 p.m.

Sir, last Friday | was very hgppy to be in this
Honourable Chamber when the HonourableMember for S.
Thomas was speaking on the Risons Act and he drew to
mind a very pertinent point which relates to this same Bill
we are speaking about here tonight, that between 1985 and
1995 the prison populaion has amost doubled. | go to the
Prisons every fortnight to vist membes of mny
congtituency. We continue to say we have a problem with
young people but what we do have is a problem with
young maes in Barbados and if we introduce community
based programmes, because the genesisof the problem why
we have so many young men in prison lies within the
community, if we could support the community
organisations in Barbados, if Government offered the
community organisations more subventions, particularly
NGOs, we would go along way to correct the problem.

Each single educationd programme that we develop
in Babados from hereon should have a leadership
component attached to it because young men today have a
very low sense of sdf-esteem and we have to devise
programmes to save our maes. | was in a conversaion
with Dr. Bradley Niles from the University of the West
Indies and we are working on a programme to save our
young males.

In addition to that, | think that the Honourable
Minister of Education should also look at the possibility of
introducing what | call a vocationd school of the arts
programme in Barbados. It is one that works wdl in
Trinidad at the St. AugustineCampus d the University. It
is one where students from all over the world fly into
Trinidadand participatein thisvocationa school of thearts
programme. For Membersof this Honourable Chamber, et
me outline the subject areasin that vocational school of the
ats. There is photography, choreography, dance, drama,
script writing, caligraphy, production management - | did
thecoursein Trinidad in production management and it has
served me well - lighting and song. These are non-
traditional areas that we have to examine if we are going
to chart a meaningful course for our young people.

Sir, | dso want to examine remedial classes. The
Pinelands Development Council in conjunction with some
business firms that | will not call... if you redlise Sir, |
have been talking about action all night. The Honourable
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Member for . Michad South said he is not a 2-minute
person and | am not ether. | am saying that another
important &rea is remedid classes. We have launched a
remedia set of classes which began last year and is geared
for persons 16 yearsold and up to 21 and if other adults
want to participate. That particular course wes vey
successful.

| am saying, Sir, that if we could get programmeslike
these generated throughout the entireidand | am sure that
we will go along way to solve part of this problem among
our youth in Barbados. We have to have a joint nationa
effort of development of the youth in Barbados. It is not
only left to parliamentarians. The Honourable Member for
S. Michad West made the point that education is
everybody's business. We cannot come in here and try to
make political grandstanding on a sendtive issue like
education. Both sides of this Chamber should be able to
come together and form a new coursefor the devel opment
of our youth.

| figure, Sir, that too little money continuoudy is
being voted for our youth and we have to correct that
imbalanceif we are going to do something very postive.

Findly, Sir, let me say in winding up that Martin
Luther Krg said and the Honourable Minister of Education
aso quoted him today in this Chamber, but | would also
say that Martin Luther King's speech on Washington
Square sad that Rip Ven Winkle dept through a
revolution. If we continue to fal adeep while this slent
revolution is happening in Barbados then we al will be
found wanting. Let us work collectively towards the better
and quick development of this country that we cal
Barbados that we so dearly love. Thank you.

Mr. L. R. TULL: Mr. Speaker, in view of the lateness
of the hour, 1 will not be as long as | would normdly be
but | do have to say that the best years that | spent in
public service were spent in the Ministry of Education and
for that reason | find it very difficult whenever thereis a
debate, either forma or informa on education, not to
participate and indeed not to ligen with a great ded of
interest. 1 am one who have expressed his views on
numerous occasions on the Floor of this Parliament thet
education cannot admit to radical surgery. | have hdd that
view and continue to say it.

We have had a good educational system. It has its
flawsand strengthsand it has served this country well. We
mugt from time to time reform and amend but we must be
careful in our efforts not to throw out the baby with the
bath water. | also want to say that educationa policy in this
country isa continuum. All the Ministersdf Education who
have served in Barbados have made some contribution

large or smal to the development of education in this
country and | would not want to see the debate as a
partisan debate. What we are trying to seek to do should
transcend political partisanship. That is not to say Mr.
Speaker that we should not use the opportunity to correct
some wrong views and many have come through in this
debate.

However, Sir, | want to say very quickly that changes
in education must be reflective of the circumstancesand .
the needs of a particular time and thereforeit is difficult to
compare one period or one incumbency with the other. |
give my own example, my incumbency between 1976 and
1981. | went into a Minigry that was perhaps going
through its mogt turbulent period in the higory o the
Ministry of Education.
9.00 p.m.

| found a Teachers Union that was on the rampage
led by a very strong and compelling character. Many things
were being challenged at the time and what was required
during my incumbency was to settlethe atmosphereamong
the partners in the education system. That was dmost a
full-time job. | aso hed during my incumbency the
requirement to provide the additional secondary school
plant so that we could enjoy universal secondary education
in Barbados. For more then a century we had enjoyed
universal primary education but it t ook a long time before
we reached the stage where we could by law require all
children to go to school to the age of 16 and provide the
educationd plant to support such a policy. We aso during
my incumbency had to go through a period of rapid
upgrading of teacher training. | think there is no period -
| say this with a great ded of certainty — in which the
training of teachersaccederated asit did during that period.

When | was Minister of Education, weinthe Ministry
darted the course in the Faculty of Education, a Bachelor
of Science Degree in Educational Management and
Adminigtration, because we redlized that the size o the
secondary schools- and at that time one of the schoolshed
as many as 1 700 children - and the skills required for
management of a modem educationd plant are something
that could not be passed on to teachers just because they
were senior. We realized that we had to provide the skills
required to manage schoolsd that sizeand that was one o
our priorities. We darted the courses, not only in the
University, but in Erdiston Teachers Training College to
make teachers ready for the important job they had to do.
Other things have happened in other times. Thisis a period
we now move to in which many o the gains that have
been acquired in the past have been consolidated but we
aso mogt importantly must come up with an educationd
policy to keep in line with the blinding pace of change that
is engulfing the whole world.
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This document, the. White Paper on Education
Reform, ceptures, in essence, the pogtion o this
Government in the way in which we would like to bring
education in line to meet the rapid developmentsthat are
taking place. We are taking, for instance, of theexploson
o information, the development of technology, the
availability of knowledge and the increase in information
thet is required for further knowledge reguirement. We
know, Sir, that we are moving from a period of labour
intensve work to knowledge intensve work. The
knowledge indudtries are developing apace ad it is
necessyy for new gpproaches to be made in our
educationd sysem to meet thet kind o redlity.

We have the dtuation, Sir, in which in a free
whedling, free trade globa environment the movement of
capita takes place gpace. What is even more interestingis
that the movement o management and knowledge can
equally be moved gpace and countrieslike Barbados which
are short o natura resources, can use the traditiona
resources of our people and our good educational sysem
d record to improve it and put Us in a podtion where we
can compete worldwide in the area of our knowledge
industries. More and more, Sir, wedth is not defined in
terms o natural resources, the resources of the sea, mines,
forests, or whatever, but is defined more in terms o the
wedth of knowledge that is available to people. More and
more what will determine the successaf competition in this
modem world will be the qudity of the educational sysem

d any particular country.

Now, | want to throw one or two cautions to the
Miniger and this relates to the question of what do you do
with the many ideasand views that are thrown & you from
every corner. An Honourable Member said dready in this
debate that education is the busness o everybody. It is
asothe onearead human endeavour where everybody is
an expert. Therefore, the Minister would be inundated with
agreat ded o views coming from every direction and the
views coming from the Honourable Member for S.
Miched South. Other Members gave ther views. | have
some regard for the views of the Honourable Member for
St. Miched South and thet is why | singled hm out,
athough he seemed surprised at that. But views will come
from every direction and | would want the Miniger to
undergtand that she will have to do a clever act o gfting
out the ideas she wants because you cannot have
educationd policies with mathematicd precison. If you are
dedling with educationa reform and educationa policy, you
do not have to dedl with the precison o mathemetics. It
was Cicero who said: " Quot homines tot sententies.”

Aside.
Mr. L. R. TULL: You would not know that. "Many

men, many minds” We have heard as many views o what
should be done in educetion here this afternoon as the

number of personswho have spoken. | am going to caution
the Minigter to listen, but there are some thingsfor which
you have to rely on the wisdom of the ages and aso on
your predecessors, those who have gone through the mill.

Aside.

M. L. R. TULL: | am very glad, Mr. Speaker, that
| amimpressng the Honourable Member for . John.

| was saying, Mr. Spesker. that one has to be careful
in gfting through all these idess | listened intermittently
during the day and | have head dl kinds of
recommendations on what should be on a curriculum and
if you accept everything that you heard, you would have to
send the children to school 7 days a week, 12 hours a day
to tekeit dl in.

Weaso have, Mr. Speaker, the viewsexpressed as to
whether education should be for work. This is an old
debate. This debate is as old as education itself, whether
we should be educating people for work or whether we
should be educating them for the refinement of the mind.
Now the politician philosopher who spokeeearlier today, the
Honourable Member for S. Philip South, leans in the
direction of educating for therefinement of themind: Many
others in the debate proposad the view that we should
educate people for work.

Now, | do not intend, Mr. Speaker, to come down on
one Sde or the other. There is a lot of meit in the
argument that one should refine the mind, that if you train
the mind it can carry through the necessary gymnasticsin
the future to adjust to any Situation.

9.10 p.m.

But there is an equaly compelling resson why
education should be for work. The people who are
unemployed in Barbadosar e substantialy the peopledf the
low economic groups. Those are the persons that many of
the changes in the educationad sysem should be looking
towards. We have to give them an equa opportunity to
havea sharein whatever economic advantagescome out of
education.

Week after week, day after day, | see people who
come to me either a my home or in my office enquiring
about jobs | could say with absolute certainty thet....

Aside.

Mr. L. R. TULL: You better believeit ...over 90%d
those who come to me and enquire about jobs are persons
d the low economic groups and persons who are ill-
educated.




2353

Aside,

Mr. L. R. TULL: | offer them hope. Mr. Speaker, Sir,
the educational system in Barbados has to be reformed in
away that would bring those people through their training,
education, whatever name you put to it, Sir, and enable
them to come into the maingtream of economic living in
this country.

That is why | am pleased to hear the Honourable
Miniser state today that education is seen by the
Government as no longer in the social sector but in the
economic sector. That it has an economic life of its own
which isplayed out in human development and that is why
so much effort is being placed on human resources
development, in this country. But | have to continue to
caution, Sir, that we have to adjust to a system to teke into
condderation that the vast mgjority of the peoplein this
country who are unemployedare peopleat the lower socio-
economic round.

| want, very quickly, because | said | was not going
to spesk very long, to mention two other things. One
relates to this question of teacher empowerment. If we are
to have a progressive and modern educeationa system, it is
important that we have the teachers, those who deliver
education in the classroom brought in a position in which
their views are treated with the utmost respect. | know that
over the years, the role of the teacher, the importance of
the teacher in our society, the respect for the teacher in the
society has gradualy been diminishing.

We cannot succeed in reform in our educationa
system, unlesswe bring the teachersinto full partnershipin
the development of that system. | do not mysdf, Mr.
Speaker, propose to say .what should be done in terms of
pay and other financial attractions. | am not getting into
that. But certainly there must be some way worked out in
which the teachers can have a greater say in what happens
in the schools and what kind of education and teaching
they should deliver to the children who arein their charge.

Quickly, Sir, on this question d university fees. In
the last Parliament, beforethedections of 1994, |, on more
than one occasion, on the Foor of Parliament sought to
dicit from the then Government, its postion on cost
recovery. The Government published a development plan
in which it referred to cost recovery a least 7 times in
relation to education. It talked about cost recovery in
relation to the Teachers Training Collegeat Erdiston and
in respect of the Samudl Jackman Prescod Polytechnic, the
Community Collegeand the Universgity. All through thelast
Generd Election campaign repeatedly, night after night, |
charged that the Government hed intended to introducefees
for university students at Cave Hill from September, 1996.

At 10 point, either on the Floor of Parliament, during the
last Parliament, nor during the election campaign did the
Government of theday meet head on this question of codt.

| say that, Sir, not to set us up one against the other
but just as so many persons have been asking that there
must try to develop some common cause between political
partiesand that the whole question of education should be
taken beyond partisanship, if thet is possible.

| think it is only reasonable that any Government or
any political party in Government should level with the
people on something as important as this. Why the
Government of the Democratic Labour Party shyed away
from opening up to the people and start an honest and
graightforward debate on the questions as whether our
children should have to pay tuition fees for the university,
Community College and the Polytechnic, | can never
understand.

They haveto bear some responsibility for theanxiety
that has been caused by studentsat the university who were
concerned, for a very long time, about whether they would
have been able to continue their education or nat.

| know and | will wind up because it is getting late.
| an going to make one fina point in relation to the
Student Revolving Loan Fund. The Student Revolving
Loan Fund became operationa in 1977, | think it was and
it hasformed an outstandingservicein assisting Barbadians
o lower income groups to have the resources to have
tertiary education.

| have often wondered to what extent an expansion of
the Student Revolving Loan Fund will go towards meeting
the aspiration — | said it no higher than that - of the
Government to increase by 30% or 40% in the next 5
years, the number of Barbadian high school graduateswho
go to the university. We have one of the lowest rates of
high school graduates to attend university of anywherein
the world. Weare lower than North America. Wearelower
than Europe. We are lower than Asa and we are lower
thean much of southern Africa We have a very low
percentage of our high school graduates who go to
university.

| believethat it hasalot to do with lack of resources.
Wherever there is a question of lack of resources, Mr.
Speaker, we are taking a@bout a certain section of
Barbadian society that is congtantly the ones who are
disadvantaged. | should like to see - | do not teke the
White Paper as the end of educationa thought in the
Minigry of Education. | have every confidencethat it is a
document that deals very well with the issues in educetion
today. It is dynamic. It is not static and | know that the
Minigtry will continueto build on the things set out in this

" document.

-,



2354
et e ——

| am appeding, as| said in my fina statement, Sir,
for the Minister of Education to take a very close look at
those who are not benefitting from the opportunities for
post-secondary education.

Aside.

Mr. L. R. TULL: | do not care who looks. Somebody
has to look. Becauseit cannot be that in a country that hes
boagted for al of this century to be in the vanguard of
educational achievement should find itsef at the latter end
of this century among the countries that provide the least
opportunities for their high school graduates for tertiary
education.

Thiscertainly isinconsi stentwith the stated policy of
Government. to move Barbados towards the knowledge
based industries and to use our own resources and the
resourcesaf the mind to make Barbados highly competitive
internationaly. We cannot achieve that unless we makean
aggressive assault on the circumstances that make us the
least successful in training our students for post-secondary
education. | am grateful to you, Mr. Speaker.

9.20 p.m.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Speaker, | would like
to join this debate at thistime, Sir, but first | must makea
couple corrections. Correction No.1 is that the Honourable
Member for St. James North sad that he was in
Bridgetown one night about 11.00 o'clock and he saw
someone from St. Lucy under a box. | would like it to be
known, Sir, that the cultureof St. Lucy issuch, Sir, that no
meatter where you are you will head home That person
could not have been from St. Lucy.

Hon. R. C. EASTMOND: On a point of order, Sir,
even though it is true that the person under the box was not
the Honourable Member, the truth about it is that | knew
the child and | was very concerned. He did in fact come

from that parish.

Mr. D. & E. KELLMAN: Mr. Speaker, | cannot
challenge that. He said he knows the child. Seeing that he
knows the child | cannot dispute what he knows of the
child.

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us move on, please.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Speaker, on two
occasions in this Assembly | have stated that there is a
need for an expansion of the Community College and |
have said previoudy that the time is right for there to be
another Community College somewherein the north of this
country. | would not necessarily say | prefer it to bein St.
Lucy, it could be in St. Peter or St. Lucy.

Sir, when | look at the White Paper on page 94 it
tells me, Sir, that the capacity of the Community College
is650. Then it says the tota intake of the sixth form level
is therefore some 900 studentsannually. 650 plus 250 from
the other secondary schools makeit 900, Itis not my error,
Sir, it is the error of this White Paper. Then it goes on to
state, Sir, that there is an additional 500 to 600 students
and the first 500 are students who took the CXC
examinaionand got 5 ‘O’ levelsor 4 *‘O’ levelsat any one
time. This additional 500 to 600 are the ones who took it
in two chances. Whet they are saying is that in any one
year there are 1100 studentstrying to get into Community
College and there are only 650 places for those students. |
say, Sir, thereis room for between an additional 350 to 450
places. | am saying there is a good argument for another
tertiary ingtitution to be built somewhere in the north.

Aside.

Mr. D. . E. KELLMAN: Mr. Spesker, now that you
are saying that the DEMS should have built one, we have
aready identified the Naval Base facility ...

Aside.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: | was not going to push
that but if you want me to push it I can push it now
because we have buildings down there that you can use as
another tertiary institution.

Mr. Speaker, | an convinced in my mind that there
is no difference between partia zoning and what we have
right now. If a theend of the day anyone could show me
the differencein school placements in partia zoning and
the system we have right now, | am prepared to st down.
| will say this, Mr. Speaker, | would go for zoning but in
order for you to go for zoning there are severd things that
you have to do first and that is, Sir, the infrastructuremust
bein place. You cannot talk about flexibletransfers, zoning
and you do not have the school capacity. | will tell you
why, Sir. If you go for flexible transfers, what you are
going to get is a Situation, that let us say the total school
capacity is say 1 000, and you alow children to teke the
exam before their time and let us say thereare 40 of them,
you are actualy asking 40 studentsto take the place of 40
older students. | am saying that in order for that not to
happen what you will have to haveis over capacity so that
you can dlow this practice without affecting the system.

Mr. Speaker, we also have to look at it another way.
If we are going to have a White Paper on Education
Reform, in some way this WhitePaper must show you how
children coming out of school must be able to create their
own jobsor be affiliated to places to get jobs. | think right
now the mogt important thing that any White Paper can do
for any student in any school is to show that person how
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to get a job. | have a smple way, Sir. There must be a
relationship, Sir, between the school and the business
sector. You can tak about lunch money and bus fares a

whatever you want to cdl it, Mr. Speaker, but | am saying
the schools should have some stugation where they can
build up a relationship with the private sector. Sir, not the
traditional private sector because we know that the interest
of the traditiona private sector and the interest of the
private sector as | would see it are quite different. The
private sector as | would seeit is a private sector that has
an interestin the person who is coming out of school. | am
saying, Sir, that that relationshipshould be such so that the
school can build a relationship with the private sector as |

know it so you would e able to get students coming and
learning business so that when they leave school they
would have a business knowledge and they would know
what to do. If they go to work with someone else they
would have had experience dready, Sir.

Sir, you would have a Situation in this country where
the traditional business sector would not want to See those
people because the traditional business sector would see
those people as competitive. The norma businesssector as
I see it would see those people as comrades and we have
to learn in this country to bring dong our brothers and
sistersand that i sthe whole problem in thiscountry. We do
not bring along our brothersand sisters. We believe that if
wefind ourselvesin a sector that we protect ourselves and
deprive our brothers and sisters when we could give them
an opportunity to come and learn. We should aso
encourage those people on how to get into business and
create jobs for themselves.

9.30 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, if we have a Stuaion where we can
teach people how to create jobs for themsdves,
automatically they will create jobs for other people. But
thereisagroup of peoplein thiscountry who are so selfish
that they believe that everything belongs to them. This is
our White Paper, Mr. Speaker, and this is what a White
Paper should be, to show people how to develop
employment and develop the minds of people.

Mr. Spesker, we have a stuation where there are
people who are protected in this country and the
Honourable Member for the City knows this. When they
come to deal with certain business people, they have one
agenda and, when they come to deal with many business
people, they have another agenda. Do you know what
happened, Sir? They have people in Barbados, and this
White Paper should have addressed this, who would
encourage people to go and trade with other peopleoutside
of Barbados when they should be trading with people in
Barbados to generate employment.

Aside.

Mr. D. &. E. KELLMAN: That is not true. Do you
want me to call the name of Banks Breweries? But | would
not do that.

Aside.
Mr. SPEAKER: Let us keep it orderly, please.

Mr. D. &. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Speaker, we have
another situation. On many occasions we hear about paying
for tertiary education, paying higher bus fares and paying
higher rents and people on the other side behaved as if it
is right for internationd ingtitutions to Squeeze
Governments into trying to come to a particular policy.
That is wrong, Sir. Thereis no way you can get mein this
House of Assembly supporting any internationd ingtitution
in trying to pressurize Government. And to serve what?
Their own doings, Sir? Weover here have been accused of
not dgning certain  agreements with  internationdl
institutionsand we have been accused of not getting loans
because we did not sign certain agreementsover bus fares
and rents. You want me to believe that we would sign an
agreement about paying feesfor tertiary education when we
refused to pay on bus fares and house rents. No way, Mr.
Speaker, because the same way we refused to sgn the
agreement for bus fares and rents, we will refuse on
tertiary education for the simple reason that we believe
strongly in promoting the massesof this country. In 1961,
it was this Government that promoted the interest of the
masses. So how can we fdl back on a promiselike that?
No way will we fall ‘back on a promise like that, Mr.

Speeker.

As you know, Sir, we also believe in places like the
‘O’ Levd Indtitute. We believe thereis arole for that in
education. We would make sure also that the subsidies that
you receive from this Government will continue and they
will be increased. Yes, we believe that they should be
increased now too. Let me tell you why. If you want to
have the total places in education, the 'O Leved Indtitute
must be added to that group.

Mr. Spesker, honestly, how can we have a White
Paper and it says nothing about the land use policy in this
country?

Aside.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: That is the knowledge of
the other side.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please. Order please. Is this
the school ground or something like it now?

Mr. D. S. E. KELLMAN: No, no, Mr. Speaker. This
is much higher then that. You see, Mr. Speaker, in order to
place schools, you must have the population and there
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is enough evidencethat when the Rura Development Plan
is put in place as enunciated by me that there will be a
movement of people from urban Barbados to rud

Barbados and this White Paper has not taken this into
account. When the Honourable Prime Minister and
Honourable Member for St. Peter said he has plansfor the
North and everybody flocks to the North and everybody
wants primary school places, there will be no primary
school places. Areyou telling me that this could not relate
to land use palicy, Sir?

Aside.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please. Let us hear the
Honourable Member.

Mr. D. S. E. KELLMAN: It is regrettable that
Government cannot See the connection between a White
Paper and any land use palicy.

Mr. Speaker, another problem with this White Paper
isthis. The Honourable Minister stated that dl Sixth Form
schools in the zones, and | remember this wel because
when she said that it clicked, all the students would have
to take one bus. Do you remember saying that? Mr.
Speaker, that is not correct because in Zone One, and that
should bedf interest to myself and the HonourableMember
for . Peter and my friend for St. James North, the Sixth
Form school is Queens College. As the Honourable
Member for St. Peter would know, you would have to take
a bus to Bridgetown and then a bus from Bridgetown to
QueensCollege. Sowhat | am suggesting, Sir, is very easy.
Remove Queens College from Zone One and put Harrison
College and you will solve your problem. One bus.

Aside.

Mr. D. . E. KELLMAN: What is elitist about that?
You are angry because | am representing my people's
pockets because it is two bus fares. | cannot adlow that. |
have to look after the interest of my constituentsand also
my friend, the Honourable Member for St. Peter's
congtituents too. Mr. Speaker, people tend to bdieve that
as you talk about land use policy it has nothing to do with
the placing of schools, the placing of industries and the
placing of other things. If you are going to ded with
Education, you have got to relate it to the land use policy.
| do not understand the nonsense that these people are
getting on in here with.

The next thing that 1 would like to see, Mr. Speaker,
is the teachers having the power to correct students at the
form leve again. You seethere isa connection. Anyonein
here that has a young child will tell you, Mr. Speaker, that
the power of the teacher is very important. When you are
spesking to tha child, he or she will tell you that | was

told by my teacher and everything that is said by that
teacher is correct. So it means that if that child does
something and it is not corrected by that teacher, it means
that the child has not done anything wrong. So | want to
e the power going back to the teachers s they can
correct that child. 1 know the Honourable Member for St.
George South will agree with that and he will also agree
with the point on partial zoning.

Mr. Speaker, if we are going to go into any zoning,
my suggestion is that you should go into full zoning but
not before you have adequate places for the total sudents
and even a surplus so that you could then interact with the
flexible transfer.

| thank you very much.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for the
City.

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, | ampleased
to spesk in this debate. | wish to congratulate the
Honourable Minigter of Education for many things, not
least of whichisthefact that she in 18 months has brought
this White Paper before this Honourable House of
Assembly. It is years overdue and | congratul ate her and
those who have worked with her. | am pleased to reed in
the Foreword that the decisions arrived at were achieved
after extensive meetings with students and with teachers.
The Honourable Minister tells me she met with no less
than 300 teachersin a seriesof meetings, with principal sof
primary and secondary school s, with the unions, the Church
and dl of the other interest groups and stakeholders in
education. So this is a document of the consultative
process, and | congratulate her on it.

940 p.m.

| believe that her proposalsfor educational reform in
Barbados will congtitute a great leap forward as we
approach the 21st century. | regret, Mr. Speaker, the 8
yearsof DLP Adminigtration which | view asthelost years
in respect to educationa policy. | remember the wilful and
the unreasoned reversal of policies in respect to partia
zoning, in respect of the Common Entrance and t he social
studies component therein that that side when in
government reversedsimply because we had put it in place
before 1986. | give credit to the Honourable Member for
St. Michael North Eagt that she would see fit to bring it
back to iis rightful place. Those 8 years were wasted yesars.
They did nothing when in governmentover the last 8 years
to take the process forward.

Unlike the Honourable Member for S. Philip South,
| like the idea that education would be competitive in
nature. Competition need not necessarily be negative. |
believe that competition breeds growth. It encourages
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people to sretch themselves to their full potentia. Co-
operation does not necessarily allow that to happen.
Sometimesco-operation may breed mediocrity; but then on
this side we associate mediocrity with the Democratic
Labour Party. Mr. Speaker, Sir, that has been the halmark
not only of ther education policy but of al of their
policies.

| have in my hand a document which is dready a
document of the House, the BarbadosLabour Party's 1994
Manifesto. On page 19, under Hedth and Educetion it
pleases me greatly that the Honourable Minigter of
Education has fulfilled so much of what appears on that

page:

"Thethrust of our educationa policy will be towards
making the Barbadian competitive in al areas of
human endeavour.”

It speaks, Mr. Speaker, Sir, of flexible gpproach for
examinations.

"The Common Entrance Examination will be
continued and children will be allowed to sit it when

they are ready.”

Theseare promisesdelivered, promises performed. It goes
on to pesk of special education teaching needsand | am
pleased to e the attention paid at page 52 for those who
want to look at it to speciad education. An Advisory
Committeeisset up. Look at page 56 and you will see how

it is composed.

| gather from the Honourable Minigter that this
Committeeis hard at work and about to deliver an interim
report. ‘The Government is co:nmitted to main streaming
children with specia needs. It isal in this Manifesto and
al in the process of delivery. It goes on to say in respect
of the schools' curriculum that

"we will decentralise the sysem so that schools
curricula may develop in a variety of ways and the
institutions themselves can develop into centres of
excellencein different fields of study.”

All of that is in the White Paper. It spesks of the
University of the West Indies:

"We remain firmly committed to financing tertiary
and other levels of education. To accommodate the
skills requirements of our society, and especidly to
achieve our am of making this society a services
centredf excellencewe will expand the support we at
present provide for the UWL”

Mr. Speaker, the other sde may scream and shout as
much as they like. They are not fooling anybody in

—,

Barbados. It is known that they were disposed to charge
fees called user fees in respect of the Samuel Jackman
Prescod Polytechnic, in respectof theBarbadosCommunity
Collegeand in respect of theUniversity of the\West Indies.
It was a difficult bullet to bite and they were afraid to bite
it They agreed that they would fund 90% and that the
students would have to pay the other 10%. We on thisside
have decided, led by the Minister of Education and the
Minister of Finance, that we would bite the bullet because
we are so committed to human resource development. It is
the most important thing that we can do especidly in this
age of new technology and especialy as we are coming to
theend of one millennium and approaching another. So dl
of these things please me, Mr. Speaker, Sir.

It also pleases me to hear from a mouth other then
mine in this Chamber that the social sectors are regarded
now as productive and economic sectors. For years| have
been saying it in here and people on that side would rag
me and shout at me and tell me that al | know are the
socid sectors because | was formerly a Minister of Hedlth
and a Minigter of Education, and that they are the soft
sectors and those are the Minidries that you give to
women. Those, Mr. Speaker, are the sectors that underpin
the productive sectorsin this country.

We are not going to service our economy in terms of
tourism, manufacturing or agriculture without a well-
educated, hedlthy and appropriately trained population. That
is what this White Paper is also about. That pleases me
gregtly, Sir. | would want to say - | don't want to be long
on this. The hour is late and | know the Minister has to
wind up - that at this stage | have heard Members on the
other side speak and nobody there has really addressed the
White Paper. People have gotten up and spoken about their
ideas on education. They have not addressed the White
Paper. | believe that many of them have not read it and do
not truly understand the import of it.

We, Sir, are beyond the stage where received ideas
and contrived wisdom will try us Weare in the processd
paring the Barbadoseducationa system to the needsdf the
early 21t century. | congratulate the Minister warmly upon
it | wish her well in her implementation of much of what
isin this document. This is not a document for now. As
she hersdf has said, thisis a living, dynamic document.

With those few words, Mr. Speaker, Sir, | would add
my support to this most important Resolution.
950 p.m.

Mr. J. O. TUDCR Mr. Speaker, the hour is late, as
the Leader of the House just indicated, but thisis the time
of the evening that | usudly get warmed up. It is
interesting that | have picked this time to rebut probably
the worst speech that was made in the entire debate by

-~
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the last speaker. This debate is regrettable, to some extent,
because | had hoped as a Member of Parliament, having
been thrown into the Oppostion, that by now the
Government who took over the reins of power in 1994
would have been by today at least presenting a White
Paper on the provision of jobsfor the young.people of this
country. What we have is a document which, to some
extent, was an amalgamation of some of the information
that was collected during the reign of the Democratic
Labour Party and | applaud al of those persons who have
been involved in the process of seeking to reform the
education system, a process which started under the
Democratic Labour Party and was picked up by the new
Minigter and put into the form of a White Paper.

Asides.
Mr. SPEAKER: Please, order, please.

Mr. J. O, TUDOR: Mr. Spesker, | do not have to
date any specific examples. The Minister knows there are
severd areas within the document that are ad idem with
positions we hold within the Democratic Labour Party.

Asides.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: | do not have to identify any one
o them.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, could we hear the Honourable
Member? Have you concluded, Sir?

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: | thought she was on a point of
order.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please. Let us hear the Honourable
Member.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: The debate in essence today, Mr.
Speaker, we heard alot of suggestionsabout minor changes
in flexible transfer, zoning, some minor reforms with
teachers, e cetera. At the end of the day Honourable
Members in this House recognise that the educationa
system in Barbados over the last 30 to 35 years has been
successful in producing a laige number of intelligent
Barbadians many of them we boast and brag even in our
tourism dogans that we have amost 100 per cent literacy
in Barbados so what we have done over the years has
clearly worked.

There was a significant revolution in the early 1960s
which was progress by the then Democratic Labour Party,
those great men like Errol Barrow, Sir Frederick Smith,
Cameron Tudor and later it was fully supported by one o
the best and greatest Ministers of Education Barbados has
ever had, Lloyd Erskine Sandiford. That revolution in the

1960s was designed to assist the smal working men in this
country, many of whom came from labouring class
families, to get into the maindream of economic activity
without having to labour day in and day out in the fields
around Barbados. That process was successful to the extent
that today the children of many labourers in this country
are doctors, lawyers, accountants, policemen, nurses, dl of
the dignified professionsyou can find in this country.

Aside.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, | will not deal with
the Honourable Member becauise he can say what he wants
ta

Mr. SPEAKER: Just proceed, please. Do not be
disrupted. You continue, please.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: That great process in the 1960s
literally pulled approximately 40 per cent of the nass bese
of student population into the mainstream. We have 60 per
cent who remained outside the mainstream and are today
the frustrated youth that the Honourable Member for St.
Michad South East so eloquently spoke about, and the
ones who were addressed in such an eoquent and
philosophical manner by the Honourable Member for St.
Philip South when he sought to look at the future and
where we have to position the economic system in
Barbados to cater to the needs of these 60 per cent of our
youth that are disadvantaged.

This debate today, Mr. Speaker, as | said, | e &
another public relations exercise by the Barbados Labour
Party. They have not come to the people of this country
with their programme for jobs. They canvassed the
population and said they were going to provide jobs, jobs,
jobs. We are 18 months down the road. There is till no
White Paper. There is till nothing to suggest this is the
road we are going down for jobs, yet we are today debating
a White Paper that redly will have no impact whatsoever
on the creation of jobs which will help the socid
development of our people. It may correct a few minor
flaws in the system and may correct some anomalies here
or there but a the end of the day it haslittlea no impact
on the wider society.

It isimportant for the Barbados Labour Party in their
public relations exercise to bring these kinds of working
documents to this House, and | will tell you why. In the
1960s they bitterly criticized the introduction of free
secondary education and today they are clever in their
public relations approach because they know that the base
root and the record of the Demoacratic Labour Party have
dways been extremely sound, very sound, when it comes
to education because the halmark of the Democratic
Labour Paty was the provison o free secondary
education.
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| sat in aCabinet, Sir, and | can tdll you categorically
thd the Members that sit on my right would have lad
down their livesif any persons, one single Barbadian hed
to pay for his educationinthis country.

Addes
Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please, let us hear him.

M. J ©. TUDOR: The Honourable Member for S.
Michael South is a gentleman...

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, please.

Mr. J. O©. TUDOR: It isimportant for this Paper to be
here today because the Barbados Labour Rrty ison to a
continuouspublic relationsexercise trying to gamer support
among the masses of people in this country. This Paper has
not hi ng to do with the creation of j obs in this country.

Aside.
Mr. SPEAKER: Continue, please.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Today, Mr. Speeker, | dtended a
funeral d a young man who wes shot in this country at
point blank range over bread money, a very tearful and
devastating Stuation. He was one o my constituents, \We
have reached the point where there are 0 mary frudrated
educated Barbadians who cannot find thelr wey into the
sygem. | have from time to time hed many conversaions
gtting by Shorty's Shop in Licorish Village Stting on a
bench having a drink with some of the mog articulate,
bright Barbadians thet | believe are more then capable of
becoming very good entrepreneursin this country; but yet
they are gtting on a bench in Licorish Village, or St
Bamabas, or in the lvy without an opportunity, o we have
an education sydem that has already thrown out a
significant number of educated people in this country and
yet today we are looking & a sysem to create a bigger
cadre of educated personsall with nothing to do. | believe
that in 1996, our focus today on both sides, should be
dedling with the process of trying to marry those persons
we have dreedy trained and those persons to be trained
into the economic system.

We heard alot of palaver about semebody teaching
granmar...

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, the Honourable Membser, |
would nat accept what the Honourable Members would
have said today as pdaver.

M. J O, TUDCR Pdaver is a good word, Mr.
Spesker.

Mr. SPEAKER: | know it isa good word but surely
you would not want to refer to it asyou are dso one o the

HonourableMemberswho ar e referring to the White Peper.
10.00 p.m.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: | wes not referring to anybody in
apeordivesense.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not what you are saying then?

M. J. 0. TUDCR | am just saying that the debate
today, Mr. Speeker, could have been useful if we were &
the sage where we were determining how are we as a
Government going to marry the persons we have educated
into the main economic sream o life?

Do you know, Mr. Spesker, how frugtrating it is for
a person who has gone to the universty and is Sitting at
home trained,.very well qudified and cannot find capita ?
There are mary young people who | believe, should be
able to go with that kind of background and pick up a
formula to create, let us say for argument's sske
toothpaste. We import toothpaste into this country thet
people useevery day. Yet, wedo not have the wherewithd
to teke the bright Barbadians, use their skills, put the
capital base at ther feet and tel them go and research
some formulas, have a system, set up a plant S0 that they
can becomeemployersdf people usng ther brains. There
is no sense in the educationd system progressing to this
point and further frustrating the wider Barbadian society.
These are the kinds o problemsthat | have. When | sse
today thet we have reached the stage where young people
can lose their lives, something has gone radically wrong. |
am not seeking to lay blame a the feet o this
Adminigration or that Adminigtration. | believethat we in
1996 going into the Twenty-first century have to
recreste the revolution tha wes created by the great
men of the 1960s

| serioudy bdieve - and | am not offended by the
work that the Minister hasdone; | understand that it is part
of the mandate of her Adminidration and sheis trying to
correct a few anomalies in the sysem and thet is fair, |
bdieve that thet is what she is mandated to do - thet we,
& a Government and as a people, have a wider

respongibility. They are my genuine concerns.

Mr. Speeker, | woud have some difficulty in
supporting the White Paper because | do nat believe that
the Peper itsdf hes bean properly ventilated in the public.
| think that this document is rushed. | can see no red
advantage in forcing a White Paper or having it debated in
the House | think it is a document that redlly dlows the
Government to filibuster and play for sometime. | believe
tha meny o the teachers that will be affected by this
White Paper are concerned that the grictures within this
White Peper may have a serious impact on their ability
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to be promoted and they may in fact be frustrated as a
result of the introduction of this White Paper if we adopt
it and it becomes the policy o the country.

There are serious concerns within the Peper itsdlf. |
think that the Government should dow down a little hit,
have wider debate on the matter, put it back out in the
town hdls. Let people talk about it. It is not a document
that is going to create any jobs.

Aside.

Mr. J. 0. TUDOR: It isnot adocument that is going
to creste any jobs

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please.

Mr. J O. TUDOR: Itisataking document. | have o
difficulty with it being the subject of a debate o
discussion. | see nothing wrong with trd. If the debate
progressesfrom here, fine. But to mekeit a policy that we
are hooked on, | think is premature. | would caution the
Government to aiandon the public relations exercise,
Accept that the DemocraticLabour Party hassecured alife
interest in the educationa processin this country. Thereis
nobody who can take that track record avay from the
Democratic Labour Party. Do not even try in a subtle way
or any other way, as the HonourableMinigter of Education
tried today in asmart and clever way, to seizetheinitiative
o the educationa process in this country which was S0
megnificently laid by the Democratic Labour Party.

| accept that the process has to be continued. | accept
thet the process has to be widened to include people. But
| redly believeour strongest focusshould be to include, in
a meaningful manner, those people who have been left out
d the system. Thank you, Mr. Spesker.

Aside.

Hon. MissM. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Spesker, Sir, | rise
in this debate © wind up what has been a long day o
debate and what has seen many interesting comments. It
has been a long day for the viewersat hometoo, Sir. We
offered the Oppogition that we would only televise the two
man speeches.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, let us not go into that.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: No, Sir, | an making
the point because we owe an gpology to the public for...

Asides.
Mr. SPEAKER: Pease. Order, please. The

Honourable Member for St. Michad North East, what we
decided relating to mutud agreement between the two

sides, | do not believe, at this point, there is any need for
that. Presson, please.

Hon. MissM. A. MOTTLEY: Sir, | just want to offer
an explandtion to the public...

Asides.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: ...becauseit has been
along day and, in the circumgtances, | believethat it has

been necessary to do so.

Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: | am saying...
Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please.
Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: Plea=e. | do nat...

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Sir, it has been the
desred the Oppostion to have it broadcast on televison
al day and that has been done, but in the circumstances,
Sir, | should also like to address one or two issues that
have arisen in the debate.

Generdly spesking, | think it has been a useful
debate. There have been persons who have mede
suggestionsthat go beyond those contained in the White
Paper and there have been persons who have sought to put,
in greater perspective, other issues that we have incdluded
in this White Paper.

| want to restate two things, Sir, particularly having
heard the last spesker who would seek to sugges, at this
stage, that we have not hed a full consultation process on
the White Paper.

Mr. J O. TUDOR: Mr. Spesker, Sir, on a point of
order. | never suggested that there was no full consultation
process. | said, quiteclearly, that the process sarted under
the reign of the Democratic Labour Party and the Minister
continued it.

Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please. No point of order. Let us
proceed, please.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Sir, on both points. If
| never thought before that the Honourable Member had
difficulty in retaining his memory on what he has said,
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I now know for certain, because less than 5 minutes ago,
Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member indicated that this
was a rushed process, that it was not a full consultative
processand | want to address that point.

What is painful about what he has said is that this
process started one year and one wesk ago at the Barbados
Workers Union Labour Collegewhen we brought together
dl o thedepartmentsand the divisions within the Ministry
of Education, as well asinvitingal of the stakeholders to
start the rod towards the preparation of a document for
reform. From the university right back through to the
unions, right back through to the principals, right back
through to the Ministry itself.

We continued that processand through the months of
March and April, | went up and down this country mesting
with every single set of school teachers. We met with the
primary school principalstwice. | have had meetings with
the public secondary schools principals on average every
sx weeks. We have had extensive meetings with the
unions. As if that were not enough, Mr. Speaker, this
document was laid in this Honourable Chamber in August
last year. They had nine months to discuss it. They had
more than they had with the Protocol. They had more than
they had with a whole...

Asides.
Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please. Order, please.

Asides.
10.10 p.m.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Sir, if | were
uncharitable 1 would redlly understand or say that the
Honourable Member for St. Michadl East is the greatest
possible evidenceas to why educeation reform is necessary
in Barbados. But since, Sir, | an not uncharitable, | will
not say that because what we have seen in here from him
tonight has been an accusation that has been basdess in
fact, that does not even collide with the factsat any point
at dl. What is even more o, Sir, is that when he seeks to
avoid the redity of seeking to chargefees at Universty of
the West Indies it is appalling and perhaps he should stay
out of matters of which he has little knowledge.

Now, Sir, | want for the record to restate our postion
as we end this debate. We have taken a clear decision to
pay the tuition feesfor studentsat the university in respect
of onefull-timedegree for the years necessary to complete
that degree plus an additional year in case a person may
fall ill or whatever. Similarly, in respect of a part-time
degree, for the full length of the programme plus one
additional year and we would continuethe policy in respect
of pogt-graduate training that has been the policy of
successive governments.

Sir, we have a so taken a decision to renegotiatewith the
World Bank those terms that constrained the development
of human resources projects in this country, particularly
terms negotiated by the last Government.

| only want to say before | end this debate, Sir, that our
policy seeks to beall encompassing and seeks redlly at the
end o the day to addressthe needs of each and every child
in this country. That is why, Sir, when | hear tak about
this being an dlitist document, Sir, the very theme of this
document is that each one must matter. It does not seek to
continue the province of a 15%or 20%¢lite, Sir, that has
been the path of some people in this country and | would
not go into the fact, Sir, as to how the last Government has
sought to preserve that in other areas of governmentd
activity. But it says that each child in this country must
matter and that the educational system mugt be flexible
enough to addressthe need and development of each child
and givetheopportunity for which that child is capableand
entitled, Sir. If that child needs special education, we have
set up the Committee to expand our policy basisfor specia
education delivery as wdl as to take decisions to provide
training in specid education at Erdiston. Or if, Sir, that
childisgifted or movesat anorma pace, its needs must be
met.

In those circumstances, Sir, | redly want to end this
debate by restating what | said. | believe that this is a
national challengethat must be faced by all three partiesin
this country, by the church, by families, by everyone
participating in the life of this country. | believe, Sir, that
in those circumstances we must be prepared to engage in
continuing dialogue on specific policy issues contained in
this document and | give this Honourable Chamber the
commitment that that has been the policy in terms o
consultation with this Ministry and will continueto be.

We continue till to receive papers on people's views o
the White Paper and we are taking al into consideration
but will reserve the right, Sir, when the time comes for
implementation of policy, to inform persons before that
time of implementation.

| cannot profess, Sir, that al that we do is right or the
only way. | can only say to you, Sir, that out of an
abundance of caring and out of an abundance, Sir, of
wanting to see a strong self-reliant people moving forward
with their own destiny, prepared to meet the chalenges of
the twenty-first century, that we bdieve that this offersa
good mix of policies that will help to stimulate the
development, not only of the creativity of this country but
the development of jobs, given thefact that we are moving
on a knowledge base and skills intensive direction in the
development of our economy.

| believe, Sir, that it will also move towards the creation
of alevel of spiritual awareness and cultural awareness
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and in the totd development d peoplein this country that
would augur wdl for us.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please.

Hon. MissM. A. MOTTLEY: Sir, there mey besome
problems dong the way but | have never known problems
to stop one from doing what one has committed onesdf to
do and if those problems arise we will manage them and
manage them to the best of our ability. | believe, Sir, that
if we do nat teke this step at thistime in our history, not
necessarily to do things thet are revolutionary but to do
things that are right and thet are capable of improving the
livesdf people, we would be found wanting.

In thosecircumstances, Sir, | want to end by thanking
al of those who have contributed to this debate. | want to
end, Sir, by thankingdl who have contributed positively to
this debate and all, Sir, who have contributed to the
prepartion of this document, the thousands o Barbadians
who have hdped and put forward their views and have
brought this to the stage today, Sir, where nat only this
country, but the world can know the intentions o this
Government in terms of its policy for education reform. |
want, Sir, to ak dl of them to continuein the effort where
we can move forward in putting education first, in
developing a better life for our people, in developing, Sir,
a stronger vison of oursdves and the role we can play in
the world and ensuring thet those structures in our society
thet are dear to us are capabled continuing to be relevant
because we have hed the ability, S, through the
development o our peopleto meke them stronger through
strong selfexamination and strong sdlf-reliance.

In the circumstances, Sir, | thank those Membears, Sir,
and commend this Resolution as one worthy of support by
this Honourable Chamber. Thank you, Mr. Spesker, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Mr. SPEAKER: With the House's permission we will
now revert to Government Notices.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Mr. SPEAKER: We will nov re-commit Government
Notices.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Thank you, Mr. Speeker,
Sir. Mr. Speeker, a the beginning o the day this
Resolution wes not yet ddivered. It now is and | would
like to give notice d a Resolution to amend the
Explanatory Notes under Heed 28 - Minisry of Home
Affars - programme 03 Sub-program O1 - Immigration
Depatment, Item No. 625 - Pant, Equipment ad
Furniture.

NESUUe——— R

ADIOURNMENT

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER; Mr. Spesker, Sir, | beg to
move thet this House do now adjourn until Tuesday, 13th
day of February, 19% at 11.00 odock in the morning.

Now, Mr. Spesker, Sir, Spesking on the adjournment.
On the last occasi on thet the House met | hed given the
undertaking that the House would meet on Friday next. It
turnsout that it is redly quite impossble for us to do thet
and | would gpologise for any inconvenience caused to
Membas who woud have nade other ar
expecting that we would have proceeded on Friday. In the
crcumgtances we cannot meet on Friday and the House
will therefore mest next Tueday the 13th at 11.00 o'dlock
in the morming. On that occason we would hope to
continue and possibly concdude the Prisons Bill. We il
have the Police Ad and o course the Income Tax
(Amendment) Act to proceed with and we will dart the
Insurance Bill on the 20th February. That is roughly
goesking howv the Government's immediate legidative
programme iSlooking. It isexpected that the debateon the
Estimates of Expenditure will start in this Chamber on
Monday, 18th March, 1996 and proceed asit usudly does
for the week.

Mr. Spesker, Sir, that is my motion.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Spegker, | rise to
second the motion and speek on the adjournment. | very
regrettably have to spesk on it, | certainly had not intended
to, but | wat to draw to the attention of the House a
metter which | congdered to be, in my view, highly
offensve and not in keeping with the traditions which |
beieve are dedrable relative to the consultations which
teke place between mysdf and the Leader o the House

Now, Mr. Spesker, Sir, last Tuesday, 30th January the
Leasder o the House indicated to me tha there wes a
proposd on her part thet only certain gpeeches on the
White Pgper should be broadcest. | promised to get back to
her and the following day | wrote her a letter.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Spesker, Sir, on a
point of order, the proposa wes thet the first two speeches
would be televised and d so broadcast on radio and thet the
rest o the debate would be on radio done. Let me be very
clear on that.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Thanks very much. |
aopreciste vary much  the Honourable Member's
contribution thet the first two speeches would be tdlevised
and the rest o the debate would be broadcast on radio. |
wrote back to the Leader of the House and | should likein
view o some comments that were made earlier, to read
into the record what | wrote because, Mr. Speeker, Sir,
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| would not normally do this becauise consultation between
somebody at the level of Leader of the House with the
Leader of the Oppostion cannot fdl to the discusson by
any other ...

1023 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for S.
John, I am not sure if you were in your seat then but an
Honourable Member atempted to refer to this matter.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: But | am on the
adjournment now.

Mr. SPEAKER: | know you are on the adjournment.
Please could you just take your sit for one minute? An
Honourable Member attempted to refer to this matter. | did
not dlow the Honourable Member to refer to the maiter
because | fet, as you were about to say, that matters
relating to such matters where there is this consultation
going on between the two sidesare not necessarily matters
that should be brought before the House like that. |
'believe, of course, you are free to raise ay matter as it
relates to the running of the affairsof the House Bt |
have refused a Member permission dready to raise the
matter. | believe at this point, and | goped for your
cooperation in matters like these which you have dways
given, | see no ned that this matter be now raised again
because | madea ruling on it with another Member. Inall
fairness, | do not feel now that it should be proceeded with,

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speeker, | am
speaking on the adjournment and for the record | should
like to read some information relative to the conduct of
debate into therecord of this House If you will permit, |
would like to proceed.

Mr. SPEAKER: Does thisrdate to the same matter?

Mr. D. J H. THOMPSON: Mr. Spegker, Sir, | an not
relating it to anything. | amsaying that there is a matter
relative to consultation between the Leader of the House
and mysdf. | am not reating to anything el seanybody has
sad, but | wish the Oppogtion's pogdtion relative to
broadcast of debates to be pdlucid and thereforel want to
read into the record...

Mr, SPEAKER: The Honourable Member, | will not
give you permission to read that because, as | said, | made
a ruling to another Honourable Member about the same
metter. The question is..

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speeker, Sir, | an
gpecking on the adjournment. | wish, Sir, to request that
you give me the opportunity to speek on a metter which
relates to the conduct of businessin this Chamber. | am
very humbly asking you to just give me the opportunity to

put the perspective of the Oppostion rddive to the
broadcast of parliamentary debates. | am not relating it to

anything anybody hes said.

Mr. SPEAKER: What | amsaying to you, Honourable
Member, is thet you want to put a pogtion relating to the
Opposition. The Chair is not here to decide on a meatter
relaing to the Opposition or the Government. A pogtion
wes raised of an Honourable Member who atempted to
raise the identica matter and | stopped the Honourable
Member from pursuing the matter. Let me say, the
Honourable Member, could you take your seet please? We
have established that until a proper policy is decided on
broadcasting policy all of our broadcasting decisions will
be by mutud agreement. It has gone very wel so far.
There has been very good cooperation between the two
sides. There has been no problem whatsoever. | felt that
the matter of communication between the two Sdes on
such an issue was not something that should be brought up
on the Hoor o the House because we have bemn
cooperating. There has been mutua agreement at all times
and | amtherefore saying that | will not dlow you to raise
this matter because | have refused it already.

The quedtion is that this Honourable House be now
adjourned...

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Spesgker, Sir, | am
pesking now relative to the question of my ability to
spesk on the moation for the adjournment of the House
Mr. Spesker, Sir, as| undergtand it, the Standing Order is
vary clear and | believe, Sir, that this House has to be
governed, and | amcertain that you will agree with me 100
per cent, by the Standing Orders d the House | have
risen and | have not heard anything anybody hes sad in
any previousdebate. | amnow standing on ny feet for the
first time today, Sir. | am gpesking without reference to
anything anybody has sad previoudy in awy o these
proceedings.

Mr. Spesker, Sir, | therefore wish the opportunity on
the mation for the adjournment to raise a matter relaive to
the broadcast of debates and, Mr. Spesker...

Aside.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: If that is it, the
Honourable Member spoke on the adjournment. | assume
that three days notice was given for the Honourable L eeder
o the House to st out the matter which she raised on the
adjournment. | am craving your indulgence in the same
way as the Leader of the House was given it to rase a
metter relative to the procedureof the House, a matter thet
| believe should be brought to your attention and to the
atentiondf Membersd the House. Sir, | do not seek to do
2 in ay offensve manne. | am seeking only to do

-~
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it because | beieve the pogtion which we have adopted
should be fully explained to the House. Mr. Spesker, | am
asking yau to give me the opportunity then to besicaly say
that the position which the Opposition is adopting relative
to the broadcast of debates is consistent by and large with
what you have just expressed, that where we can find
agreement on matters, fine. There are occasions, however,
where suggedions have been mede to vay those
arrangements. One such suggedtion arose relative to the
debate on this White Pgper.  That suggestion which the
Honourable Member for the City has confirmed in her
presentation wes thet the two principa speeches should be
televised and thet the others should be broadcagt only on
radio.

Mr. Speeker, Sir, dl | wart to sy to the House is
this. We cannot determine on this side how many people
will spesk and thereforeit is vary fortunateor unfortunate
that a debate may go on for a vay long time. But the
postion of the Oppodtion relative to this matter must be
vary dear. There is a minority Oppostion Mamber and |
believethat thefullest opportunity should begiventod| of
the Members o the Opposition as well as the Member of
the minority Oppogtion to speek. | communicated thet
position to the Leader of the House. But, Mr. Speeker, |
wat to go a sep further. | am not speaking now as
Leader of the Oppogtion. | an spesking now asa Membe
d thisHouse | believe that every Member and particularly
Membersd the back bench - | seek to defend their interest
now - they should be given the opportunity to be seen an
televison by ther condtituentsto demondrateto the public
if they are doing a good job.

Aside.
Mr. SPEAKER. Please. Please

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: On a point of order, Sir.
| amon apoint of order.

Mr. SPEAKER: Procesd.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: | wish to draw to the
atention of the House, Sir...

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On apoint o privilege, Sr. My
privileges in this House are about to be trampled, Sir. |
draw it to your atention, Mr. Speeker. | am speaking as
a Member o this House on apoint of privilege.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER:... Mr. Spesker, Standing
Order No. 17.

Aside.

Mr. SFEAKER: Please. HonourableMembers, please
take your seet. HonourableMembers it is getting a bit late
and thereis a little problem which we ssem to be having
and | an sure you would not want meto suspend the
House at this point.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: But it isimportant thet we get this
right.

Mr. SPEAKER: It isimportant that we obey the rules
o the House dso.

M. D. J H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speeker, continuing
on the point which | was raising, | fully understand your
goproach to thismatter and | believeyou know thet | have
tried to conform. But until forma arrangementsare put in
place, and you are right to say 0, thisisthe only postion
thet | can adopt is thet it is not for me to regulate whet
debates are broadcagt. Once it is decided that a particular
métter is to be broadcadt, in ny view. any Member who
wants his speech broadcagt should have that right in this
Chamber and | am saying that we meke no diginction
between the principa spesker for the Oppostion or any
other backbencher a any other Member. Any Member who
speeksin a debate which is being broadcast must have the
right to have that gpeach broadcadt to the public.

10.33 p.m.

The concept dways, as | understood it and | think
that my understanding of what you said a the outset wes
vay dear, is that when we are broadcesting a debate
except for the fact that there would be limited time for the
first Spesker for the opposition time who would be limited
to the amount of time which the principa spesker of the
Government hed, and we agreed on that, that other than
thet the entire debate would be broadcast and | took thet to
meen broadcagt on televison and on redio.

Thedanced theOppostionisthis. Anytime adebate
is being broadcadt, unlessa Member says he does nat wart
his gpeech broadcast everybody should have equd rights
except for the limitation imposed by the first person to
reply on behdf o the Opposition and thet is our pogition.
| have nat tried to inconvenienceanybody. | have stood by
aprinciple which as a parliamentarian, not as an oppostion
parliamentarian, as a Member of this House o dmogt 9
years sanding | beieve firmly in, and that is the stance
will be adopting.

Rt. Hon. O. S ARTHUR: Mr. Spesker, Soesking on
the adjournment d the House and the metter o the rights
o Membas to pesk during a debate and during
adjournmentisaways an issue here. | just warnt to sy thet
in reaion to the paticular matter tha it is
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exercisingthe House regarding concernsabout the rights of
Members to be heard that it has to be baanced by
pragmatics.

| have been in this House long enough when there
were debates in this House and dl hes were not
carried and therefore it would not be to establish a
precedent for d| speakers not to be carried. Mr. Speaker,
we can settle this matter sensibly. Weare anxiousto have
as much of the House's debates broadcast as possible
subject to other practical considerationsas well. Every time
CBC has to televise these debates it preempts al
programming and it is a tremendous cost to CBC. The
Management Commission of Parliament isgoing to have to
put money in its vote to pay CBC for the loss incurred
when a whole day of programming is preempted by
Parliament. Therefore, until this matter is resolved fully a
sense of pragmatism will have to obtain.

If @ member of the Opposition requires that debates
be televised we will have a stuaion where every week
CBC will have to give up a full day's revenue. Mr.
Speaker, | am saying that | have been in this House on
occasions where only some of the speeches have been
televised. | have been in this House where a speech that |
have given was recorded and televised later in the day and
this House has therefore been accustomed to carrying out
itsbusiness with a view to accommodatingal concernsand
in this instance equally the concerns of the CBC. The
Government has not said that every debate in this House
should be televised. Thereis no such policy position by the
Governmentand | would urge Membersof the House to be
sensible about the matter.

Itisalso my view that if the Houseitsdlf is not going
to come into disrepute, because the public isaso listening
to these debates and is judging us as well, if this Houseis
not to come into disrepute we may aso oursalves as
serious people want to manage better whet is going out
from this House as to the content and length of debate.

| did not speak in this debate, Mr. Speaker, dthough
quite frankly I would have loved to spesk but | was very
conscious of the time. The Leader of the Opposition did
not speak in this debate. What we are therefore having is
a dtuation where some of us are in essence having to
exercise a kind of censorship on ourselves so as to be able
te alow the business o the House to proceed. In a sense,
therefore, Sir, it is just a logica extension thet if we are
voluntarily refraining from speaking, the House's debate
may not go on indefinitely. | think an arrangement can
therefore be concelved where we can agree that, if you are
going to have a large number of debates and some
arrangement is worked out to pay CBC properly, we can
have the principa debates televised live and recorded and

some arangements made 0 that the backbenchers
speechescan be televised and recorded at some later date.

| have been in this House where that hes been the
case.

Asides.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: As | said, Sr, thisisa
pragmatic metter. | have been in this House before where
some Members speeches have been televised and others
have not been televised. | have been in this House where
some Members speeches have been edited and it would
seem to me that if weare going to proceed in good order
with the televising of the debates some concord can be
reached in relation to theamount of time that is devoted at
acost to CBC.

| would just want to urge, Sir, that the Management
Commission of Parliament should meet at an early date to
have this matter dealt with because it is now posing an
incredible cost to the CBC and soon will be reflected in a
loss. It is a matter that is now being dealt with by certain
Members voluntarily not participatingin important debates
in this House in the interest of not having these debates
extended over a period of time.

| would have loved to have been part of this debate,
Mr. Speaker, and those of us who are volunteering not to
spek in the interest o brevity are being taken advantage
of in much the same way as an alternative arrangement
could affect other Members.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Speaker, Sir, speaking on the
adjournment, | wish to make the point that Standing Order
78 is the only Standing Order that addresses the issue of
broadcasting in any form. | reed it for easy reference.

"The Spesker may grant a generd permission to the
representative of any journa or broadcasting or
televison station to attend the sittings of the House
under such rules as he may from time to time
prescribefor that purpose. If therulesare contravened
or if the journd or broadcasting or television station
publishes a report of the proceedings of the House
which is, in the opinion of the Speaker, unfar or
inaccurate, permission may be revoked.”
10.43 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Speaker, whenever the House
reconvenes after there has been an eection, there is a
procession which goes from this Chamber to the other
Chamber and there is a seniority which prevails, and

-~
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that is about the only rank | know that is accorded in this
House. For ease df referencefor those Memberswho might
forget, it starts with Mr. Forde, Mr. Sandiford, ...

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | have to get it right. The
congtituency of Christ Church West, the congtituency of St.
Michadl South and right theresafter ...

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Those two are first and after that
it says St. Michael West. | just want to establish that there
is no circumstancein which | can even contemplate being
a second-class citizen or second-class member and any
privilege which accrues to any Honourable Member must
accrue to each Honourable Member in equal proportions.

The Honourable Member suggested something which
| am sure must have struck at the heart of anybody who
has been in this House for longer than a few weeks when
he suggested that there might be one kind of arrangement
for one set of persons and another set for the rest of us
There will be none o that.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Speaker, you have to give
satisfaction to nobody in this House a dl. You have to
give satisfaction to al of us You do not have to satisfy a
single Honourable Member in here. Even if you rule and
theruling is not perceived to be right by everybody in here,
Sir, you areright. | want to make the point, Mr. Speaker.
Do not let them hurry you. They cannot hurry me. It is
important therefore that there be no person outside this
House, and thisis the point | want to make, who can hold
any member or group of members to ridicule because
something has happened inside this House. That is the
point, Sir. No one is supposed to get outside this House
and suggest that this group on this side is the cause of
somebody missing "Days of Our Lives', or any such
programme. It is dangerous when that startsto happen, and
we will not let it happen.

Asides.
Mr. SPEAKER: Please.

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: Sir, spesking on the
adjournment, | do not know where thisideaemanated from
that only two speeches on this particular item that was
before us should be broadcast on television. It was labelled
as a very important debate, Sir. It was on education and
you have a least three personswho have hdd the portfolio
of Education, including me, and we are not the leading
sookespersons for the party for this item. What that

particular proposal would meen is that there would have
been an attempt to suppress and stifle persons who have
had an intimate connection with the subject. That would
have been the effect of it, Sir, and | think that would . . .

Hon. Miss B. A. Miller: Mr. Speaker, on a point of
order. | would wish to read and make a document of the
House, Sir, my letter....

Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please. You areon a point of
order.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Thisisin respect of the
fact that the Honourable Member for St. Michadl South is
mideading the House. | wish to put the record straight.

Mr. SPEAKER: Proceed.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: This letter is dated
February 2, 1996 and addressed to His Honour, Mr.
Ishmael Roett, Speaker of the House of Assembly, and
copied to the Leader of the Opposition.

"Dear Sir:

Re The Education White Paper Debate.
My letter of January 17, 1996 to you refers.”

In that letter, Sir, | asked your permisson for
televisgng of the debate. The Leader of the Opposition in
his letter of January 31, 1996 to me indicated his rejection
of the Government's proposal that the first two principa
speakers should be televised and al other speakers should
be broadcast on radio only.

Aside.

Mr. SPEAKER: Plesse.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: | am on a point of order.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member, please.

Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: The HonourableMember, would you
take your seat, please?

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: This is the critica
sentence, Mr. Speaker.

"Thiswasa proposa which was madein deferenceto
the generd public having broadcast time
preempted by parliamentary debate. In al of the
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circumstances, the Government will proceed to have
theentire debate broadcast on radio and televisonon
February 6, 1996."

It was no new plan. There are criticisms of the fact
that we are preempting broadcast timeand that it iscosting
in terms of advertisng to CBC.

Mr. SPEAKER: You have made your point, plesse.
Asides.

Mr. SPEAK ER: HonourableMembers, could we have
some order, please?

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: | wish, Mr. Spesker,
just to be as concise as possible and wherever the proposal
emanated from ...

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Spesker, on a point
o order.

Mr. SPEAKER: Wait...

Mr. D. J. H THOMPSON: | amon a point of order
and | regret very much interrupting the Honourable
Member for St. Michael South.

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your point of order?

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Spesker, the point of
order is that earlier when | got up to spesk you ruled, and
perhaps you were quite right to rule & that point thet |
.could not reed the letter | wrote to the Honourable Member
for the City. Now the Honourable Member has sdlectively
quoted from that letter, but the content of that letter, it is
not a long letter, | feel should form part of this debate
because it puts precisely, exactly the points| an meking.
It is not fair, Sir.

Aside.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Now, that |efter is dated
January ...

Aside.

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: | believe, Sir, that | can
now conclude the point | was making, that | hope on
important debates there would be no such suggestion that
my rights as a representativeof the people d St. Michae
South would in any way be curtailed, or the rightsof other
Members not only to be heard but to be seen when the
House is making arrangements for tel ecasting debates.

Aside.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please.

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: We are only & this
point becauise you made a very tactless speech to interfere
with the consensus that was buiding up on the motion that
was before the House on educeation. That is why weare a
this point now.

Aside.

Mr. SPEAKER: HonourableMembers, please. Order.
| would just like to say that | think it is unfortunatethat we
havegot to thispoint. What has happened so far relating to
all the televison broadcasts is we have had very mutud,
cordia arrangements. We have never had a problem.

Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please. | am speaking. There
has been no problem with the two sides coming to an
arrangement relating to the broadcasts. | believe until a
clear policy is stated ...

Aside.
Mr. SPEAKER: Could you hear me, please?

| still believe that both sides, until a clear policy is
decided,on, will continue to cooperate and discuss the
métter. Let me makeit clear. The Chair is a servant of the
House. We have gone very far'and very good so far
relating to this particular issue. There has never been a
problem.
1053 p.m.

I will indgst that we continue always to co-operate
and have consultation on these matters. The Chair does not
believe that this matter can be solved by prolonging this
debate. | fed tha we will continue to have our
consultationsand | hope that both sides will seeit fit to do
0. The Honourable Member for St. John.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Thank you, Sir. | am
grateful by your communicetion on this matter, Mr.
Spesker, Sir, and | will respect the ruling which you
provided to me in writing. You were very courteous in
doing that. | have never known o a time before in the 9
years that | have been here that the Speaker has written
out, very clearly, so that Members can understand his
ruling on the matter. | have always been guided by thet.

In pursuancedf your ruling, | wrote the Leader of the
House and, very succinctly, put out the position. It is dated
January 31, 19%. She hed said | can read it.
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Aside.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: You can read it but not
me.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please.

Mr. D. J H. THOMPSON: With regard to the
parliamentary broadcast of the debate on the White Paper,
Miss Miller and | spoke on January 30, 1996. After
consultation, the proposa to broadcast only the principa
gpeecheson television and the remainder of the debate on
radio only had been decided.

Membersbrought to my attention their strong view o
the treatment in the House regarding the broadcasting of
their speeches in a particular debate. 1t was felt that
backbench parliamentarians and minority Oppostion
Members and aso the contributionsof all other Members
o the House should be highlighted.

In the circumstances, the Opposition favours the
procedureadopted. That wasin keeping with your rulingin
writing and | W abide with that.

Mr. SPEAKER: Honourable Members, you have
heard both sidesand you must agreethat there were proper
consultationson both Sdes.

| an suggesting that we continue with these
consultations until a policy has been identified.

The quedtion is that...

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Spesker, Sir, in
respect of what Your Honour has just said, | should
respectfully request tht, in the future, Y our Hono'ur would
give your ruling in writing and copy it to the Leader of the
Opposition. | would prefer that your ruling be given to me,
in writing, so that | can put it on thisfile.

Mr. Speeker, Sir, | should aso like to say that
Standing Order 17 concerning Adjournment of the House
and 76 in respect of Privilege have been grosdy breached
this evening. | would wish to refer Members to the
Standing Orders. We are operating in here now by air, not
by the Standing Orders.

Asides.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please.

The question that the House do now adjourn until
Tuesday, February 13, 1996 at 11.00 a.m. was put and
resolved in the affirmative without divison and Mr.
SPEAKER adjourned the sitting accordingly.

11.03 p.m.
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