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(OFFICIAL REPORT)
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Tuesday, January 16, 1996

Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 11.15 a.m. o'clock on Tuesday, January 16, 1996.

PRESENT

His Honour I. A. ROETT, B.A., Dip. Ed., (Speaker)

His Honour R. D. MARSHALL, (Deputy Speaker)

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD, BA., MA., (Econ.),
JP.

Mr. B. M. TAITT, BA. (Hons), M.PA. LL.B.
(Hons)

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR, M.Sc. (Econ.), (Prime
Minister, Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs and
Minister for the Civil Service)

Mr. D. J. H, THOMPSON, LL.B. (Hons.) (Leader of
the Opposition)

Hon. Sir Harold St. JOHN, Q.C., LL.B.

Mr. L. R. TULL, QC, MA.

Dr. R. L. CHELTENHAM, Q.C., M.A., M.Sc.
(Econ.)

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER (Deputy Prime Minister,
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Tourism and International
Transport) (Leader of the House)

Mr. J. O. TUDOR, JP.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE, (Minister of Public Works,
Transport and Housing)

Hon. R. C. EASTMOND, JP,, B.A. (Hons), Dip.
Ed., LL.B. (Hons.), LEC, (Minister of Agriculture and
Rural Development)

Dr. R. C. HAYNES, M.B,, Ch.B., FR.CP. (Edin.)

Mr. D. CARTER

Hon. R. N. GREBMDGE, B.A., LL.B. (Minister of
Labour, Community Development and Sports)
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Mr. G. A. CLARKE, B.Sc., Dip. Ed., (Parliamentary
Secretary, Ministry of Public Works, Transport and
Housing)

Mr. J. M. EDGHILL

Mr. F. J. STUART, BA,, LL.M.

Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER, JP, BA, Dip. Ed.,
B.Sc. (Chairman of Committees)

Mr. H. F LASHLEY

Hon. R. St. C. TOPPIN, LL.B. (Minister of Statein
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tourism and International
Transport)

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON, LL.B. (Minister of
Hedlth and the Environment)

Prayerswere taken by Father Lawrence Small.
Mr. SPEAKER: The House is now in session.
MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minutes of Tuesday, the 12th
of December, 1995 and Friday, the 15th December, 1995.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg
to move that the Minutes of the proceedings of the
Honourable the House of Assembly for its meeting of
Friday, the 15th day of December, 1995 which Minutes
have been circulated be taken as read.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | beg to second that, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: If there are no corrections or
observations, then let those Minutes stand confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY HIS HONOUR
THE SPEAKER

Mr. SPEAKER: | am in receipt of:
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The ,Accounts and Statements for the months of
September and  October, 1995 prepared by the
Accountant Generdl.

Also: The Auditor Generd's Report on Appropriation
and other Accountsfor 1994-95.

PAPERS

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Spesker, Sir, | an
commanded to lay:

The Duties, Taxes and Qther Payments (Exemption)
(No. 20) Order, 1995.

The Duties, Taxes and Other Payments (Exemption)
(No. 21) Order; 1995.

The Duties, Taxes and Other Payments (Exemption)
(No. 23) Order, 1995.

The Duties, Taxes and Other Payments (Exemption)
(No. 24) Order, 1995.

The Duties, Taxes and Other Payments (Exemption)
(No. 25) Order 1995.

The Duties, Taxes and Other Payments (Exemption)
(No. 26) Order, 1995.

The Duties, Taxes and Other Payments (Exemption)
(No. 27) Order, 1995.

The Duties, Taxes and Other Payments (Exemption)
(No. 28) Order, 1995.

The Duties, Taxes and Qther Payments (Exemption)
(No. 29) Order, 1995.

The Duties, Taxesand Other Payments (Exemption)
(No. 30) Order, 1995.

The Duties, Taxesand Other Payments (Exemption)
(No. 1) Order, 1996.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Spesker, Sir, with
gpology | beg to move that the Minutes of the proceedings
of the Honourable the House of Assembly for its meeting
of the 12th day of December, 1995, as well, which Minutes
have been circulated be taken as read.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: I beg to second that, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: If there are no corrections Of
observationsthen let those Minutes stand confiied.

GOVERNVENT NOTICES

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg to
give notice of:

A resolutionto approve the compulsory acquisition of
the parcelsd land at Pametto Squar e in the parish of
St. Michad for the establishment of vendors mals.

And further, to give notice of:

A resolutionto gpprove the compul sory acquisitiond
land a Apes Hill in the parish of St. James for
housing development.

OBITUARY SPEECHES

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Spegker, Sir, since
this Honourable House of Assembly last met in December
o the year just past, 1995, the Governor-Genera of
Barbados, the late Dame Ruth Nita Barrow passed thislife
just afew days before Christmasin the midst of her duties
o that post which, in our tradition, tend to be particularly
onerous in the month of December and through the
celebration of our Independence a the end of November
and through December, the season of Christmas and the
opening of the New Year. In the midst of al of tha
cdebration, she left us.

The name Ruth Nita Barrow is perhaps one of the
earliest namesthat | became acquainted with. Nita Barrow
as | first heard her called was a nursing student with my
late mother. There was a group of them in those days,
Pearl Marshall, Eileen Stuart now Eilgeen Murray-Aynsley
affectionately called "pupsy" as I recall. There were 2
Lashleys. My late mother's maiden ndme was Lashley. One
was tal and buxom and the other was tal and dim. The
tall, buxom one was my mother known & 'Big Lash" and
then therewas 'Little Lash". | think the Attorney General's
mother was part o that group, My mother was the first to
have married and had a baby and, In a way, they dl
became like honorary godmothersto me.

But from the very earliest days, I dways heard my
mother say that Nita was the brightest of them al. Growing
up as a young child | aways heard that Nita wes the
brightest of them all. | hardly knew her in those years
growing up because, by the time | was old enough to be
conversant with people and get to know people, she had

dready gone off.

They al started & the Barbados General Hospitd, a
hospital of good reputein the Caribbean and to which there
was dways a nurang school, the Tercentenary School of
Nursing, so to speak, and to which nurses came from al
over the Caribbean, indeed as people came from all over
the Caribbean to Erdiston Teachers’ Training College, to




the Police Training School hereand SO many other teaching
and training ingtitutionsin Barbados. The BarbadosGeneral
Hosprtal enjoyed the highest possible reputation prior tothe
establishment of the University of the West Indies at Mona
when the Faculty of Medicine was established there,

11.25 am,

Nita, as we knew her then, was first and foremost in
my memory a nurse who left the Barbados Generd
Hospital and her then contribution to nationd life in
Barbadosto go w Jamaicato give, a alater date, and | an
not going to be chronologica, So much has been written
about this in recent weeksthat | do not fed the need to be
chronologica because | think that al of us, Mr. Speaker,
are avare of the tremendous chapter in history that will
surround the work and the career of Ruth Nita Barrow,

Shedid her duty here at the nationa level in theearly
training yearsof her life and she did regiona duty as well,
particularly in Jamaica, as a nursing tutor a the new
Faculty of Medicineat Mona, Hr international contribution
camelater, acontribution which saw her rise to the post of
Resident o the World Council of Churches, rise to be
President of the worldwide Y.W.C.A. Her contribution in
the context of what we now popularly cal N.G.O’s (Non.
governmental Organisations), also saw her presiding and
chairing the non-governmenta forum of the Women's
Conference which was hdd during the decade of the
eightiesat Nairobi. Of course she rose beyond that then to
move from NGO to Government, so to spesk, when she
became our Permanent Representative to the United
Nations, the first woman to have done 0. But Dame Nita
as she became known by that time, was what | would wish
to describe as an iconoclast. She was a breaker of many
melds. She was a person who SO often became the first
person to be doing something and even more often than
that the first woman to be doing something. It has to do
with the time & which she was born. It hed to do with the
genera development of our country, but more then
anything else it had to do with the ability, with the
character, with the disposition and the charm of Ruth Nita
Barrow.

Other people, men and women, born in the sameera,
cast in the same environment, somehow did not quite take
theroad travelled by NitaBarrow. | would wish to say, Sir,
that the career of the late Dame Nita Barrow, and
especidly as a black woman, dmost throughout the course
d thiscentury, followsthe politica history, the social and
Ihe economic history of Barbados, where she was born.
The parents to whom she was born, the society in which

he grew wp in the twenties and the early thirties in
arbados, al of that dlowed her to ridedmost in tandem.

The history, the story of Nita Barrow in away is the

'ory of the political and socio-economic and political
ory of Barbados of the twenties and the thirties and
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down to thistime. If oneis alowed to regret anything, Sir,
and | would liketo think that life is not for regretting, you
do the best you can where you find yoursdf in this life,
Where God's providential arrangement puts you, you do
the very best that you can. But if there were a matter for
any regret it is that she was not privileged, like others
before her, notably Moses, to enter into the twenty-first
century with us. Wedo not know how many of us will live
to see the twenty-first century, but when we look at her
record, when we look at her work and her career and her
ambition, not SO much for hersdf, but her ambition for
Barbados, and for al Barbadians, notably women among
them, it would have been, | think the crown of it dl that
she should have been able to see US into the twenty-first
century but that was not to be,

Yet, as | sad of her late brother, itting in the other
place, upon his passing in 1987 = he left much unfinished
business. Of Dame Nita | do.not think that would be afair
comment. | think she was a woman, a lady, a Dame, much
accomplished and who, in her time = and she was blessed
with good long life in her time = accomplished much.

It is not my impression that Dame Nita had set out
with afixed end goal, afixed ambition. | think she set out
like SO many of us, to give back to this community herein
Barbados and this community here in the Caribbean of her
talents which were manifold and diverse.

There are aspectsof her life, there are aspects of her
character which are not known to us. This point has been
made before and | would wish to makeit again that it isan
incredible statement about the kind of person that she was
that she would have lived so many years away from
Barbados. We have friends, family, relatives, who live
abroad, | do not think there is any Barbadian family that
cannot lay clam to a relative who lives aroad and
sometimes we form the impression that by living abroad
for along time, twenty, thirty, forty years, they lose touch
with what life isabout. Their mind set, their memory, their
vison of Barbadosis the vision of the Barbados that they
left behind. Thisis not true of Dame Nitaat all. She found,
even when she lived abroad, there are so many o ny
generation, the generation after me and the generation
before me as well, who can lay claim that when they were
in Geneva or when they were in Jamaica or when they
werein New York or wherever Dame Nita was serving as
an international personage that she was. She found them
and was able to share and to make people fed that there
was still somelittle part of Barbados that she could share,
even in distant land, and at difficult times. There are many
who can raise their hands and testify to that.

As | sad earlier, Sir, Dame Nita's life and history,
and it is good that some of it at least has been written
down in a volume. One o the last things that she was




able to do was to launch her book which is recommended
reading for all of us, Mr. Speaker, Sir, and it is good, |
have commented on it in here during the course of this
particular item on the Order Paper in the past on more than
one occasion, | have remarked, Sir, on the paucity of
writing because thelivesof so many of her generation who
are leaving us = it would appear amost in a rush = a this
time of our lives, so that we now begi n to feel that we ars
the old people so to speak, It is a pity that not nearly
enough has been written not only of their contribution but
of their lives because, in that sense, their lives are the
history of the timein which we have grown up. The things
that we take for granted now, particularly those things
which successiveGovernments in Barbadoshavinginvested
so0 heavily in the socia sectors, the things that we come to
take for granted like our education system, our hedth
sarvices, public housing, public transportation, our road
system and, the fact that when you take up utilities in
Barbados, we take these things for granted now. But there
was a time when it was not .

11.35 a.m.

Dame Nita becamea nursein this Barbados when the
pay was five shillings a month, Mr. Spesker. Of course,
five shillingsthen like it is with currency everywhereelse
in the world was worth more than the exact equivalent
would be worth today and could buy much more. But she
grew up at a time when, if you becamequalified asa nurse
at our General Hospital and you became married as my
mother and the AG’s mother did, you had to give up your
career. You could not be married and be a nurse at the
Generd Hospital. Oh, yed | am definitely serious, Mr,
Speaker. That was the price one paid in that profession. So
it is not surprising that having made that decison Dame
Nita stayed with it. Of course, we came to see so many of
those undesirable aspects of the colonial civil servicefall
away. Again, wetake those things for granted. There was
atime, too, to beacivil servant you had to be an Anglican
becauseit was the established religion in this country. But
with the demise of colonialismmany of these things went
and we take these things for granted.

What | want to say, Sir, is that Dame Nita Barrow
was part of that political and socio-economic struggle, not
only because she was born into a family where they
became warriors in that struggle and that there are other
heroes before her among her immediate relatives. Dame
Nitain her own right, and | believe that even without that
nurturing environment, had what it took to becomewho she
was from the beginning to theend. As | said, they al said
in the student nursing days that Nita was the brightest of
them all and bright not only in terms of being book bright,
but bright in that she had the larger vision. There were s0
many who started with her whose ambition was to become
the first black Sister at the Barbados General Hogpitdl. |
can remember asalittlechild, Mr. Speaker, when al of the

Sisters and Matrons were white and Nita was trained and
began to realize her earliest ambitions in that metier.

| must confess that | have not finished reading the
book, But there is more to Dame Ruth Nita Barrow than
could be contained in any one volume. This may not be the
most suitable occasion, Sir, but | really would wish that the
historians would begin to address the lives of our heroes,
It isan interesting thing for me because in some waysthere
arethingsthat Dan@ Nitaand | had in common despitet he
difference in our ages because Dame Nita lived at a time
when she was abl e to see Non-Governmental Organi zations
to which she gave more years of her life than to any other
entity, she lived to see NGOs accepted according to the
words of the now Secretary General of the United Nations,
Mr. Boutros Boutros Ghali. She lived to hear year before
last that the NGOs were accepted on the floor of the U.N.
as partners. Dame Nita would have known NGOs in the
U.N. family in the years when you could not even get a
sedt in the galery furthermore be recognized from the
gallery. It isfor me a privilege that | was able to b there
a a time when NGOs received that fird accolade and
acceptance within the family of the United Nations.

During her funeral service, the Rev, Phillip Potter in
avery moving tribute to Dame Nita, and thisis something
else we share in common both Methodist, among other
things made the point that Nita Barrow had made her
contribution in the fiedld of the Non-Governmenta
Organizations. But the Rev, Phillip Potter went on to say
that perhaps Dame Nita in the end was the best President
that the United Nations never had. | am raising that
particularly, Sir, to make this point. That was a sad day in
the higtory of Caribbean politics when the Caribbean,
having put up a candidate, could not have counted on every
single Caribbean vote to support the candidature of Ruth
Nita Barrow. | would want to agree with the Rev. Phillip
Potter that perhaps Dame Nita was indeed the best
Presdent that the United Nations never had. But Dame
Nitawas not one to sulk in her tent. She was not one given
to spitefulness. She was not one to be way-lad by
disappointmentsin life= these became building blocks. She
had an excellent foundation laid here in this Barbados and
lovingly built by Barbadians by those who educated her,
those who loved and nurtured her through her childhood
and her early training for the race which would take her far
beyond these shores.

It is not an over-statement, Mr. Speaker, to say that
everywhere | go in the world and, when her name is
mentioned, somebody has known her and known of her
contributions. There are even places, | remember so well at
Beijing, that when one said one came from Barbados the
response was. "Oh, Dame Nita’s country!" She was an
ambassador for Barbados long before she became its
Permanent Representative to the United Nations in the




way that dl of us = and this was the wonder o the
example she set = are indeed, and particularly those of us
who ar¢ privilegedt o sit in the Honourable Assembly to be
ambassadorsfor Barbados, You do not dways have to be
beyond these shores to be an ambassador for Barbados,
You can do it right here, when you are here. Butto some
o us is given that opportunity to serve our country not
only at home but abroad as well,

11.45.a.m.

| would venture, Mr. Spesker, that Dame NitaBarrow
was perhaps the most charming, and | use the word again,
the brightest and best of al ambassadorstheat Barbadoshas
ever had, both a home and outside of its shores, O it
should not have been asurpriseto any o us when she wes
chosen to be the Governor-Oenerd of our idand, the
highest post that Barbados could bestow upon a person,
She transcended politicdl partisanship. Let it not be
forgotten that Dame Nita became a Dame during the time
of a Barbados Labour Pty administration, and was
elevated to Governor-Oenera during the time o a
Democratic Labour Pty administration, and yet this was
a woman who had such obvious and well recognized ties
with' the Democratic Labour Raty through family
relationship, This was only a pat of the measure of the
womean, partly because shelived aoroad for along time and
therefore Barbadians only came to know her truly late in
her life.

| do not think we had any real appreciation, and in
some cases no gppreciation at al, of the stature of the
woman outsde Barbados, Her internationa persona wes
unknown, largely spesking, to so many of us in Barbados,
Many had noideadf the esteem in which she was held and
the way in which she had shown the best of Barbados to
people outside of Barbados, It was only after her passng,
week 1, week 2, week 3 and even now thereare still words
o condolenceand praise, | have no memory of a period of
ingtinctive mourning to have gone on thislong for anyone
in Barbados, and it still goes on. Everything that Dame
Nita touched wants to have a memorid of her = the school
to which she went, that she was a girl guide, that she was
anurse, that she was this, that she was the other,

Like mysdf and some otherswho choose the peth of
public service, Dame Nita had no family of her own but
hed around her afamily of her own creating. Thistoo wes
apart of her lifethat Barbadiansnever quitegot to glimpse
until the very end when that vell was dravn back and we
saw her as a cook and afriend of children. She has been

described as the people€'s Governor-General and | think that

the outpouring, the tribute to her again of the occasion of
the State funeral which was accorded her, | have no
memory d the outpouring of emotion that one saw literaly
a thesde o the dtreet. It isfelt that dl of thiswasrichly
and well deserved.

She was ablet o accomplish much during her life and
it tuns out in the end, Sir, that most of her
accomplishment redounds to the benefit of Barbados. It is
not easy to be able to say that about alot of people but one
can sy that without fear of a contradiction about Dame
Ruth Nita Barrow, and she had this facility, She was able
to bridge the gap between Government and non-
government. She was able to bridge the gap between old
and young and she remained young in her thinking and
attitude, She was open-minded,

| wel remember, having been invited, | cannot
remember why, up to Government House and we were
gtting in the drawing room chatting about a whole host of
things, One o the things | raised with her was my own
view about Barbados becoming a republic, This is long
before this has now become a subject for discussion in the
public domain, | was greatly impressed = | felt | could tade
the odd liberty with her because of the longstanding
relationship = but | was much impressed at the equanimity
with which she received my opinion. In essence what | was
saying wasthat "if | had my way | would do away with the
job you are doing now." We joined conversation and had
a lively and interesting discussion about where Barbados
would go to in the future,

| an making that point, Sir, because one of the
recurring decima points in this extended period of
mourning and tributeto Dame Nital am hearing over and
over again is the point that she brought to the Governor-
Generalship of Barbados a new and different way of doing
things to the point where Barbadians ssw Dame Nita
Barow &s the Head of State in Barbados bearing no
relaionship to the monarchy in the United Kingdom, that
in a way she was our Queen. | will say there is a
generation of Barbadians for whom she is Queen and was
Queen,

| have 2 little nephews who livein the United States
with their mother, my sister, and acouple of yearsago they
came home for Chrigmas. When Dame Nita discovered
they were here she invited us up to tea and tea was et out
on the lawn, the big people at one table and then a little
table for these 2 little people, 7 and 9 years old. George,
who it seems to me has been a Government House
forever, came out and very politely said to these 2 little
people: 'What would you like to drink?"
1155 am.

And the littlest of the two little people said: "Have
you got any red Ju-C?" Now indl hisyearsat Government
House, | don't think anybody ever asked George for red
Ju-C, whatever he offered they took, but it was like such
aregular and ordinary thing. These two fellows went back
up and were asked a school wheat they had done in the
Christmas vacation. One chap wrote an essay where he




sad that he had had tea with the Queen of Barbados, and
to this day there is nothing that my sister can do to
persuade iM that she was not actudly the Queen of
Barbados. In his head she was the Queen of Barbados, The
truth is that in the heads of so many of us she did in fact
become the Queen of Barbados, | an speaking here now of
not only regal Queen in the sense of governing over
Barbados or ruling over Barbados in anyway, but Queen,
meaning the women at the top of it all, Queen in the
historic context of the Queen of Sheba and SO many other
distinguished queens who have gone before us.

Aside.

Hon. MissB. A, M LLER | refer to Sheba, because
Sheba was a black queen that many people did not

recognise,

Mr. Spesker, Sir, | don't think, as one coming in her
footsteps= and one is tempted to say that when | grow up
| redlly would like to be like Dame Nita= that | could find
enough words, the right words suitable language to
commemorate the contribution that she has made to our
Barbados.

| would wigh to say, Sir, on my own behdlf, | gpesk
too as Leader of the Government's Business in this
Chamber, | spesk as a Member of the Cabinet of this
country and a Member of the Govemment of this country,
and | believe | can spesk on the behdf of dl of those
entitiesto say to the family of the late Dame Nita Barrow
thet we offer our warmest, our deepest condolences upon
the passing of their Sister, their aunt, their great-aunt, and
of course to her many friends as well.

Mr. Speaker, | beg to move that the usua Resolution,
and perhaps not so usud in these circumstances, 'that
perhaps a Resolution which, if it were possible, could have
been physicdly signed by dl o us but somehow a
Reolution of some specia desgn, o some specid
composition, might be passed and | am in fact moving such
a motion, Sir, and that in due course it would be
communicated to the family of the late Dame Nita Barrow.

| thank you, Sir.

Mr. D. J H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, | rise on
behdf of the Oppostion to second the Resolution of
Condoleace, to associate mysdf with the remarks o the
Honourable Member for the City and perhapsto add a few
persond commentsto this Resolution.

Theentirefamily of the DemocraticLabour Rty and
Barbados as a whole would have been plunged into gloom
on the passing of the late Dame Nita Barrow. | don't know
what it fedls like to be in Barbados when a Governor-

Genera passes away, because for some strange reason all
of them have passed avay when | am out of the island, and
| have dways recaived the news overseas. On my first ever
trip as a youngder to the United States at about age 13,
when | returned to Barbados | discovered that =

(@ the Government had changed, and

(b) the Governor-Generd had died, That was Sir
Winston Scott.

Then each subsequent Governor-Generd and Prime
Minister who died in office. | was in Trinidad when the
then Prime Minister, Tom Adams, died.

The loss of Dame Nita Barrow obvioudy was a very
unicue experience, because | don't thrk there is anybody
whoin their commentsabout her lifeand servicewould not
have recognised that her persondity and her disposition
were such that she touched the lives of al Barbadiansin a
very red way. From my own two year old daughter, who
| assume would be dightly more aware o her passing
because o our reaionship with the Barrow family, but
there are other two year olds, other three year olds,
children a Erdiston Primary School and esewhere, who
reacted to the passing of Dame Nita Barrow in adifferent

Ww:

For some very important reason, Dame Nita Barrow
became the Oovernor-Generd of Barbadosat a time when
the whole concept of the relationship which we have with
the Monarchy and the role of the Governor-General wasin
thear, and her persondity had the effect of demonstrating
that there was some relevance to the pogt, or relevanceto
the dtature of the pogt. Even those who were clamouring
for change, their viewpoints became somewhat muted
because of the dature of the holder of that office.
Therefore, she made the role of Governor-General even
more relevant than it had been until then. Now, of course
with her passng, those issues resurface and the great
difficulty is to anoint somebody who hes the same
characterigtics and quaities which Dame Nita possessed.
The point being thet she possessad those qualities before
she came to office, but there are very few Barbadians who
redlise that and | must say that for my own part | aso
plead to have been ignorant until that time of the stature of
Dame Nita Barrow, becausein Barbadosshe would always
have fallen in the shadow o her brother, whose influence
nationdly was much stronger, and she never seemed to
trespasson the space which he had within these shores. But
outsded Barbadosit isclear that the statureof Dame Nita
Barow was equa to hisand in some partsaf the world far
surpassd hisin termsof peoplée's knowledgedf her and in
terms Of her involvement with the people that she knew.
12.85 p.m.




Everyone therefore whether you met her a a family
function which the Barrow family held, whether you met
her & a socid event or outsde of Barbados assumed that
you knew the Dame Nita Barrow who you were mesting or
even before she became Dame Nita Barrow that you knew
the Nita Barrow, Aunt Nita or whatever you cdled her.
The assumption was that you knew who she wes. It was
not until she became the Clovernor-Generdl of Barbados
and even then, moreso on her passing, that many people
wrote and spoke of her outstanding contribution in severa
facetsdf public lifeand the impact that she had on persons
o dl waksof life throughout the world.

As | said such was her persondity thet she never
sought to intrude in other peoples space but she
commanded her own space and adways demonstrated
deferenceand akind of humiliity which was uncommon to
people who held such postions.

In 1986 when | entered the House of Assembly, |
visted New York and | made acall to her to say helloand
sy I wasin New York. OF course, as with many other
people, sheingsted that one would come over to the office
and vigt her. At that time she had taken up the
responsibilitiesat the UN and | believe she very well may
have been in the contest for the Presidency of the UN.

| had the privilege of going to the UN dining room
with her on 2 or 3 occasions. Of course, in the UN dining
room the full effect of diplomacy is seen by the normd
courtesies which. people extend to each other shaking
hands, acknowledging people's presenceand so on. But, as
you st at that table with Dame Nita Barrow, it was dmost
asif you fdt that the eyes of dl of the Ambassadorsfrom
maor countries and dl of the officials weee focussing on
thet table. As we went through the lunch and Dame Nita
s a the table nodding very politely at everybody, | was
sitting with my back to the larger part of the room and it
was dmost as if you felt that these eyes were piercing
through you to teke a glimpse or to g an
acknowledgement fram this very distinguished and well-
known world statesvoman.

In the United Nations, she certainly ensured that
Barbados staturewasenhariced and improved and she took
on many challenges which Barbados had hitherto not even
conddered as being pat of the opportunities which
presented themselvesto us. She opened many doors in the
United Nations to this <ountry, in the involvement of
Barbadians at that level which had previoudy not been

open.

Then she returned home as our Governor-Generdl. |
take this opportunity to commend the former Prime
Minister and those who had a hand in persuading him, if he
needed persuasion, or those who had ahand in deciding on

the choice of Dame Nita Barrow. Because from the time
she returned to Barbados as our Governor-Generd, even
though there were some critics who said, 'Well, she has
not lived in Barbados..." There were a few people who
were being critical, some of whom were very prominent
persons at the funerd which means they must have come
to a better understanding of her personaity. On politica
platforms, not of the Barbados Labour Rty nor the
National Democratic Prty which then would have beenin
incubation = they were not the critics = there were other
fringe eements who were very critical of the gppointment
and felt that somebody who was more influentia locally,
in Barbados, should have been chosen, But whatever
doubts they had would have been very quickly assuaged by
the outstanding manner in which Dame Nita wove herself
into the fabric of Barbados,

There was no worthy, charitable cause in this country
that Dame Nitadid not, at some time, actively assist with;
whether it was by way o writing asmall letter to a group
or, in some way, congratulating them. There was no effort
which was made in this country on behdf o the
underprivileged, the disadvantaged, non-governmental
organizationsor any cause which was relevant to the lives
o our peoplefor which when Dame Nita was asked to add
her words, she added them. She did not just add the usua
platitudinous forewords and comments which one readsin
many o these official documents which Government puts
out and which organizations put out. Her message was
aways one that was relevant, always thoughtful, dways
conscious of the circumgtances and the role o the
organization.

She certainly enjoyed, in a way that was not
overbearing or rude or even arrogant, pulling men down a
peg or 2 because she dways commented whenever the
usud mae dominated linguistic structures sought to
exclude the role of women. For example, | wes just
discussing with the Honourable Member for St. Michael
West comments which people may make about a woman
having children. She dways used to remind you that the
woman could not have had that child done. Or if your
comment was a usua male centric comment, she aways
sought to point out that you should, perhaps, rethink your
position and the loose way in which you speak which does
not take full account of the role and contribution of
women. As| said, she very often pulled people up for that
approach.

She moved between the various genders, age groups
with great ease and made a great impression, in my view,
on al levels o the Barbadian society. But she made her
greatest impression, in my view, among the women of
Barbados who, by her example and by her gpproach to
public life, I am oartain, asssted women in developing
confidence and in understanding that there certainly




is a greater and more significant role for them in all areas
of national life, She did it in a way that was not crass or
brash, abrasive or, & | said, arrogant but she did it very
calmly and very quietly with the brilliance for which she
was known and with the charm and the dedication with
which she set t0 her task,

Prior to her death, | know that she was making
arrangementsto spend some timein the parish of St, John.
| know that this House had approved the lease to her of
very lovely premisesat Bath in St. John and, certainly, the
people of St. John always looked forward to seeing Dame
Nita as she passed through on a Saturday, | know that she
had several visitors. People would come off the beach with
sea cat or other delicacies and she enjoyed cooking those
delicacies.

We had a mutual friend Rosina Wiltshirewho is now
resident in New York as part of her UN duties and she
spent a few days with her recently. Rosina who is an
extremely effervescent and over active person found that
Dame Nita was even more active. They went to the opera.
They went to something at the Kennedy Centre. She
cooked during the day. She got up early in the morning and
wanted to go for a little walk. Constant activities, Calling
people on the telephone. She read the newspaper and
recognized that there is somebody she should have gotten
in touch with. She was constantly moving, working. The
critical thing about her life's work was that concept of
networking which for anybody who wants to be successful
in any field, particularly their professiona field, would
know that networking in international circles is critical.
Networking is how some politicians survive after their
political activities, those who go into retirement and there
are some people who have done exceedingly well by
picking up the telephone and calling people who at first
they may have known only in a few minutes conversation
and developing relationships and spreading influence and
making their view points known. Certainly Dame Nita
Barrow was always apt to be involved in this tak of
networking. If you had a problem and you raised it in
normal conversation with her, she always had somebody,
whom she could call, to try and solveit or to be involved
or to be in contact with. When you expressed a view point
she dways found time, whenever she was having dinner
parties or other functions to bring you into contact with
people who either had an aternative view point or would
have an engaging and interesting discussion.

12.15 p.m.

In that regard | remember lamenting to her some
years ago what | considered to be my distressat the U-turn
which Michael Manley had made ideologically in politics,
or what | perceived as that U-turn, having been a product
of the University in the early nineteen eighties. What | was
hearing from him, and | am certain no other university

graduate who would disagree with me, what | was hearing
from him in the nineteen nineties was not the Michael
Manley whom | knew. And she put me in the same room
asone of his greatest admirers who was also for sometime
an Ambassador at the United Nations, so that | could
express that view and thereafter | was inundated with
copies of every speech Michael Manley delivered, with
little footnotes on it as to why his position had shifted and
what the rationale for his changes was. But she
remembered my disappointment and | think her task, she
felt, maybe, was to bring me back to Planet Erth

There certainly were many other small gestures at
some of the most difficult times in one's life and big
decisionswere coming up. | know the Honourable Member
for St. Peter relied on that open door policy at Government
House because he, at one point, was seen in the newspaper
heading to Government House to consult, as Leader of the
Opposition, and | said that in the comments | wrote about
her, that he availed himself of that opportunity, The Press
assumed that | was saying | availed myself. | said the then
Leader of the Opposition wisely availed himself because
her advice was not the kind of advice which only saw
peoplein the context of their positionand politicsbut some
very useful personal insights about difficulties. And when
Barbados wasfacing itscrisisin 1994, | amcertain that her
own influence on who she may have sent for, or called on
the telephone, to help make the problems that Barbados
may have been facing less sharp and divisive than they
were, would have been useful and she could aways point
out when one was in a catch 22 situation, and she would
tell you, "do not make another move, wait..."

| remember those wordsfrom her very wisely because
in situation like that, you would be dammed if you do and
dammedif do not, so stand down in the middle on the spot
and wait becauseeventsawayswill turn out to justify you,
at the end of the position you take at the end of the day.

| believethat Dame Nita's contribution then has been
significant in relation to my life and there are certain
occasions when | am certain that from behind the scenes,
without us knowing, she may have had a profound
influence on the course of eventsin this country. She is
said to be one of the only people, although there are many
othersto whom thisis attributed, that Errol Barrow listened
to and it is said that her advice to him was aways
accepted.

| assume that therefore there may have been many
ways in which she had an impact on his life which would
not have been known to us. The fact that it was not known
to us meant of course that, as | said, she sought not to
trespass on his domain in politics in Barbados and he
sought not to trespass on hers in anyway.
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| hope thereforethat her contributionwill continueto
be one which inspires women in Barbados and will
contnue to have a profound effect on how women view
themselves as contributing to our nationa development. |
hope that her life and witness will also, perhaps help us to
understand that very often it is not the institution which
counts, it is the quality of the persons, their commitment,
their sincerity and their humility which are more significant
than the position which they hold or to theinstitutionitself.
Vey often ingtitutions can only be relevant and only
significantin thelivesof peopleif theindividualswho hold
positions or make up those institutions are themselves
sincare and dedicated in the tasks which they perform.

Dame NitaBarrow, | think, spent little time trying to
find out who you were or where you camefrom and things
like that. In fact | will tell you one final story and that is
that shortly after | got married | took my wife to introduce
her to Dame Nita Barrow who was by then in Barbados
and the two of them got along very well as she would with
anybody else. It was subsequent in conversation that she
discovered that she knew my wife's family, on both sides,
very well from St. Lucia, Trinidad, Jamaicaand other parts
of the Caribbean. She always said to my wife whenever
she met her, "remember | always liked you, before | even
knew that | knew you".

The point is that sometimesin Barbados rel ationships
areforged not so much because people genuinely likeeach
other but they are forged because of the factors which are
extraneous, family relationships, who people think you are
and that kind of thing. That certainly was never the
approach of Dame Nita Barrow and for that matter the
Barrow family as a whole. In Errol Barrow's speech when
he launched the Charles Duncan O’Neale Scholarship for
the Young Democrats and one, if not his last, speeches to
a gathering of Democratic Labour Rty supporters, other
than the public meeting in Independence Square, he spoke
about what he called the O'Neal legacy and he spoke about
the conditions in which the Barow family found
themselvesat thetimeof their birth and their development.

The role of the Barrow and O'Neal women is
something that he spoke about without again being
aggressive or dominant, but you could see that the Barrow
women had a very profound impact on hislife. The role of
Charles Duncan O'Neal who may, to some, have been
viewed as being a maverick or in modem times sometimes
politicians can be so consumed with their ideologica
stances that they forget the world in which they live, the
childrenthey have, the responsibilitiesat homeetc. It isthe
women then that filled that void and that partnership in the
development of that family was clearly very strong. The
fact is that women had to fill in severa roles because of
the raging battles which either consumed physicaly,
mentally or otherwise the lives of the men in that family;

whether it was that they had to leave Barbadosto secure a
living; whether it was that they did not receive rewards for
the work they were doing because they were helping the
poor and underprivileged. It was aways the women who
had obvioudly to comein and to fill the void in the family
life and the void in the development of the individualsin
that family. Dame Nita Barrow also would have come up
with that to build her own confidenceas a woman, her own
aaaptability and creativity and her pursuit of excellenceand
the friendship, care and concern which she demonstrated
for othersobviously would have been part of that very rich
O'Nedl legacy which Errol Barrow spoke of as he
addressed the Y oung Democrats.

12.25 p.m.

The Barrow family was aways known for their
hospitality. There was no occasion, even as the State
Funerd was concluded and some of us went to
Government House, that the Barrow family did not feel that
it was necessary to sit down and break bread. It is part of
their tradition and it is unbelievable the extent to which it
isingrained in their socializing that coming to the table or
sitting down and eating with them was amost the most
important ritual in terms of friendship and in terms of
relationships which they had. In years gone by, people
aways assumed that. | remember something in recent
times. Some members of the Press and others get upset
when you invite them to an event in which food is
involved, because they believe that if you feed people that
it demeansthemin someway becausethey feel that having
eaten a your table they feel that they are obliged to do
something on your behaf. | do not think that was ever part
of the tradition with which | came up in the Democratic
Labour Rty where eating together and sharing at that
level was important, whether it was to go to "Kampda"
and have a little sea egg when they were in season or go
to Government House to have ackee and salt fish which
would have been one of her favourite.

By theway, | recall when the Ministry of Community
Development and Culture was located at Neilands where
there are two Jamaican ackee trees in the yards. That is
where the Bishopis now living and apparently Dame Nita
passed and saw the ackee trees bearing. She called one
morning and said, "Do you know what a Jamaican ackee
is?' | said, ""Yes. Of course, | know what it is" She said,
"Are you aware that you have two lovely trees which |
think were planted by Sir William Douglas when he was
living there as Chief Justice which are bearing?’ | said,
"Yes. But | am used to canned ackee or somebody
preparing it for me" She said, 'Well, | plan to send over
some people tomorrow morning to pick those ackees and
| wish you would leave the gate open or inform the
watchman, and | will have them done and send them back
to you." Obviously, | got my instructionswrong and | took
out what | thought was for me and, having a Vincentian
maid, | took them home and assuming she knew what to
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do | asked her to clean up the ackees for me and freeze
them. When | next went to the refrigerator, | saw some
little black seeds. She froze the seeds and threw away the
ackee. So | had to return to Government House to get that
year's supply of Jamaican ackee. Anyway, those are fond
memories of Dame Nita Barrow and, as | said, part of the
culture and tradition of the Barrow family was having the
opportunity to be at the table with them and to enjoy part
of their repast or whatever they had to share.

| want findly, therefore, to say on behdf of the
Democratic Labour Party as for al other political parties
that we feel that we have truly lost a sister, somebody who
was in solidarity with us not necessarily on the partisan
level, but the same kind of causes for which we were
fighting for Barbados. No matter which Govemment was
involved at the time or was running the affairs of this
country, there were certain common causes for which the
support, the eloquence, commitment and dedication of
Dame Nita Barrow in rallying people to those causes was
very important. In that regard, we have lost adear comrade
and sister and we extend our condolencesto the family of
the late Dame Nita Barow. | have great honour in
supporting this Resolution which will be put before the
House and to acknowledge the deep sense of loss which
Barbadiansfeel and felt at the time of her passing. Thank
you.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: Mr. Speaker, | rise to give full
support to the Resolution before this Honourable House
and also to associate mysdlf fully with many or rather all
of the remarks which have been made so far about the
passing of our late dear Governor-Generd.

It would seem to me, Sir, that the tear drops from the
tear ducts of this nation continue to drip day after day as
though they will never become dry as people bring to the
fore each day memories of the late Dame Nita. The vocal
cordsof the nation seem inexhaustibleas they express grief
of our people and people throughout the world as they
think of her passing. The pens of the nation, Mr. Speaker,
seem never to become inkless as people scribe day after
day totry to put in writing their feelings. Indeed, Sir, many
millions of words have been written or spoken in a very
short period of time in relation to Dame Nita. It would
seem that our language, the English language which we
speak, does not fully express the various shades of feelings
which our peoplefeel about the passing of Dame Nita,

For me, Sir, it is very much a persona and severe
loss for me and my family. We have enjoyed a very deep
and close friendship for many years and, indeed, the last
occasion | spoke to her was just around 5.00 p.m. a few
hours before she passed away. It was a very brief
conversation simply putting in place a ritual which at that
time of the year for Christmas and Old Year's night we

shared for most of the previous 28 years whether in
Barbados or elsewhere. Every detail was spelt out at about
5.00 p.m. that afternoonas she prepared for the dinner later
that evening.

12.35 p.m,

For me, my wife who has known her virtually all her
life and her family from the time she went to Jamaica, it
has been very much a personal loss for us. But that is not
the purpose of my contribution here today. My reaction to
her passing was expressed in very short comment which |
made the following day which summarised in many ways
my feelings on the situation and the scope of her
contribution not only to Barbados but to the world in
general.

| said then that there would be a deep vacuum in the
publiclife of Barbados. That vacuumwill arise not because
the post which she held cannot be filled by someone
competent to perform the duties but because you cannot
replace the personality of Dame Nita. | doubt whether |
have ever known anyone with such breadth of vision,
energy, consummate communication skills and empathy to
one and al, and such a profound commitment to the
upliftment of humanity. | have never come across anyone
who embraced al those qualities in one persondlity.

| also said that she represented all that was best in the
traditions and values of this nation; hence that close and
profound identity which peopleof all walkshad with Dame
Nita. Many seemed not to know that they had it until her
death but, quite clearly, that linkage was there because the
sharing of those values was a key factor in that
identification process. | said she enriched the lives of all
who came in contact with her at all levels and i every
society in which she lived. | think this is important. It is
not only in Barbados but wherever Dame Nita lived she
had the same kind of impact on those societies.

| can recall the period when she lived in Jamaicaand
the impact she had on the social life of that society, and on
the nursing profession. | can recall from her position at the
University as a nurse she was able to command the
presence of people like Sir Kenneth Stuart, Sir Harry
Adarnanthado, Professor Cruickshank, Sir Kenneth
Standard, a whole lot of outstanding people in the medical
profession and it was a very unusual relationship that
helped to bridge her relationship with the people, a very
close relationship with the late Sir Frank Worrell. When
you went to her home for a party you saw what really
constituted the people who were deeply involved in the
socid development of Jamaica.

Another very unusual thing. It is hard to come across
anyone who loved fun, just straightforward loved fun as
much as Dame Nita No matter how busy she was she



was aways reedy for a party, to entertain, always reedy to
be on the move. She was quite a remarkable person. Her
ability to remember faces and names was just quite
incredible. She could remember the namesaf people whom
she met 15 years ago once. Few people have that gift, but
it was a vay critical gift and enhanced considerably her
communication skills.

Not many people know that Dame Nita had, through
her work with the World Council of Churches, the YWCA,
and 8 a nurse, a profound influence on the thinking of
hedth care ddivery internationally and the concept of
primary hedlth care as the foundation of hedlth services. At
atime when after 2 decades when so much emphasis had
shifted into secondary hedlth care the return to that concept
was very much pat of Dame Nita's work. Few would
know the effort she made and the relentless position she
took over the impact of dabilisstion and adjustment
policieson the poor, children, women in particular and on
womens’ Organisations.

Some of you may recall thet a one time there were
certan people in those organisations and in certan
developed countries who tried to put al kinds of labels on
the organisations and the persons who tried to bring some
measure of humanity in their gpproach to economic afars
and economic adjustment policies. She was a very
important part of that movement. Thefact that she was part
o it in many ways stymied a lot of the accusations that
people wanted to make at the time.

| spoke on the ease with which she moved at dl
levels of society. It is quite an amazing thing, and dways
effusing that kind of IMX she had, a maternal position and
the position as a hig sister in relation to her friends,
relatives and the ordinary people.

| ds0 said that she was the most outstanding womean
in the history of this nation and no Barbadianfemale, apart
fromher, has ever achieved such international acclaim at
the highest levels because | was aware over the years of
the very high postions she had reached in critica
organisations and the level af which she operated. The
contacts that she had were just extraordinary.
1245 p.m.

1wascareful to say, the mogt outstanding woman, but
perhaps in time that may be readily extended to say the
mogt outstanding person. But in the quick reaction as my
fedingsflowed immediately after her desth, | confined my
remarks in that way, the most outstanding woman. It is
very likely that that could be extended to the mogt
outstanding person.

Then | noted, Sit, that that success was largely on her
own. When she left Barbados to go abroad, the

relationships that she forged overseas did not have the
backing of a State, did not have the backing of a family
that was well known in the areas in which she devel oped,
these achievements were achievements on her own. Later
in life she was able not only for the State and the people
of Barbadosto benefit from those achievements, but a the
same time she was able to uplift the entire society as they
identified with her achievements. | noted that she exercised
wisdom, good judgment and careful consideration of
matters. She was never a person who took hasty decisions.
She weighed things very carefully and she nade decisions
about people as she saw them as human beings. She made
decisionsand judgments about the integrity of individuals
and seldom, if ever, have | known her to meke any serious
migudgment.

| said she brought afresh breeze to the governance of
this State, and that was far beyond the role of Governor-
Generd, becausein a sense wha she was ableto dois not
in anyway to overshadow or diminish the positionsof those
who held other offices, but by their associationwith her to
help to uplift them in the public eye as well.

| spoke, and deliberately so as soon as possible after
the burid = | think it was the Sunday after the burid — and
| made the point that her compl ete barbadianisation of the
office of Head of State of Barbados had put beyond any
doubt whatsoever the need for a Barbadian as the Head of
State in this country in pursuit of legitimate, nationalist
dimensionsand the completiond the persona of this State.
So that in asense, in her capacity as Governor-General,as
representetive of the Queen, she so dominated the office,
not deliberately, but by her own persondity, that people
never had any doubt whatsoever that she was the Heed of
Statein toto. That is how Barbadians view it. Defact o, de
Jure, de everything, in toto, that is how Barbadians saw it
and that is how it should bein the future. That is the major
contribution which she would have made to the tota
development of the persona of the Barbados State. | have
no doubt whatsoever that that position has been reached
now in the psyche of the nation.

| am pleased to see that the Honourable Member for
the City fully supportsthat position. She has said so before.
We know the Honourable Member for the City to be a bit
o arebd - that is very much a compliment = and of
course in different language | expressed the same kind of
gpproach of Dame Nita to certain matters relating, for
example, to the impact of adjustment programmes on
women in particular and the poor, and her attitudeto them.

There was a time when in international circles she
was thought of as a bit of arebel too, but the message got
home and she lobbied hard in al the institutions. When |
e a least one of theseingtitutions now giving priority in
its thinking to the sociad component of development as
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something that is worth funding, as important for the
development of the State, it had its origins way back in the
1970's, when people like Dame Nita were in a position t0
try to get that kind of humanity inserted into the
development process which international bodies were
prepared to fund.

And so, Mr, Speaker, | can only hopsand pray that
as we spaak today that she her already taken her place
among the community of the blessed when they have gone
to the Great Beyond, because within the perspectives which
men can grasp, within that range of vison delineated by
the human mind, one cannot conceive of any other place
which such a person who has done so much for so many
and enjoyed such eevation of spirit and soul among US, |
cannot think of any other place of residence for her other
than among the community of the blessed.

And m, Sir, it is with that hope, that feeling, that
much of the sorrow that one feels personally and one
shares with one's fellowman is considerably relieved.

On behdf of my family, on behdf of the family of
the NDP and sharing with the other political parties
represented in this Honourable House, their membership
and their supporters, we &s one join today in conveying
condolences to the relatives and friends of our late dear,
departed Dame Nita, and hope that they would find some
joy in the excellence which she achieved, just as we have
found some joy and some solace as we reflect on those
things,

Let Us hope, finally, let us pray that she enjoys that
special residence which | previoudy described,

| thank you very much, Mr, Speeker,
12,55 p.m,

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

Hon. Mss B. A. M LLER Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg to
move that this sitting be now suspended until 2.00 o'clock
in the afternoon.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | beg to second thet, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative,
without division, and Mr. SPEAKER suspended the sitting
accordingly at 12.57 p.m.

RESUMPTION

Mr. SPEAKER: This gtting is resumed. The
Honourable Member for . Michad East.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, thissad occasion for
us in Barbados which resulted in the death of our dearly

bdoved Governor-General, the late Dame Ruth Nita
Barrow is an occasion that the Members of this Huse
should fed especially honoured to have been associated
with the distinguished Governor-General, the |ate Dame
Ruth Nita Barrow,

| speak on this occasion, Slr, under several umbrdlas
since you would ¢ aware that during her last years of life,
certainly her last 4 or 5 years, | happened o be the
Parliamentary representative of the late Governor-Generd,
What is quite remarkable is that on the evening of her
passing, a number of us from that condituency were
Involved in a community aectivity in the Ivy, old people,
middle aged people, teenagers and young children. When
we learned of the death of our Governor-Generd thecam
and the respect that members of the St. Michael East
community felt for our late Governor-General was very
evident in the outpouring of lovethat followed the news of

her passing,

It is not easy t0 speak in this Assembly sometimes
when you are very close to a person and many Members
might not be aware of the closenessthat the late Governor-
General had with probably adl of usin here on a one-on-
one basis, very persona occasions that we gil shared with
her.

But many of you might not be aware thet the late
Governor-Generad was indeed a very close friend and
associate of my family both on my mother's Sde of the
family and on ny father's Sde of the family and later
when | was married to Patricia Sealy, | also discovered that
Dame Nita was also a very close friend of my mother-in-
law, Ms. Carmen Sedly. She later was invited by mysdf
and ny first wife to be the Godmother of our only son
Jason,

1 recall, very fondly, the many, many occasions on
which we were able to exchange family functions, dinners,
lunches and picnics. | recal, very vividly, the many times
that we spent working with the local YWCA during the 70s
wherel would transport both my mother-in-law and hersdlf
to dl o the fund-raising functions that were then being
held a the YWCA. There are many, many occasions.

| recdl last Christmas day when | wes having a
family discussion with my first wife and she said that to
aum up thelifedf Dame Nitg one would have to say, quite
candidly, that she wasindeed a person who had no minuses
but all pluses.

Mr. Spesker, when we examine those comments
where we can today indicate that Dame Nita- and | like to
take those few words and sum them up = was a person
who, if you examined her life, one could easly




determine that here was a person who hed lived for almost
80 years and you could say that her life was one that had
no minuses, That is a tremendous tribute to the life of the
|ate Governor-General who we pay respectsto today,

| think to go over dl of her achievements would be
repetitious and | would not want to labour on this particular
matter. But | would say that her living captured, in essence,
the very democratic processand the way of lifethat | think
should be an example for al of us in Barbados to follow,
Her life was devoid of bias. She saw no difference between
administrations, She is probably one of the few persons
who could, quite easily, be held in high esteem by any
politica ingtitution in this country, Without blinking an
eyelid she would be held in that high regard by any
member of my politica party in thiscountry and, probably,
throughout the wider Caribbean, At no time, Sir, even
though she was a member of that great Democratic Labour
Party family, the Barrow family, she never once indicated
any bias whatsoever to any other political groupingin this
country and | think that that was a tremendous tribute t o
her asa person and one which clearly isan examplefor us
to follow if we ar¢ serious about progressing the lives of
our peoplein the Caribbean. We certainly must use that as
an example to move away from thekind of divisivetactics
that are employed from time to time that seek to destroy
the development of our people rather then to uplift them,
2110 p.m.

| recall, Sir, on a persona note now, my very close
involvement with Dame Nita and her preparation of
foodstuff, Many of you might not be aware that even when
| became a Member of Parliament that | still functioned as
asdesmanin the selling of seafood. Like her brother who
enjoyed the seafood that | sold for many, many years| was
also a regular vendor to Government House and | would
deliver on a regular basis quality seafood, shrimp, |obster,
fish and everything, the full works, and | would on
occasion go and demonstratethe skillsthat | possessin the
preparation of those foods, So many of the dignitarieswho
have cometo thiscountry have enjoyed the quaity seafood
that would have had the Johnny Tudor touch. | think that
our late Governor-General absolutely enjoyed having that
kind of association with people on a one-on-one basis, She
made you feel extremely comfortable. She listened to you
and she enjoyed qudity thingsin life and | certainly felt
proud that | was able to provide a quality service to her
while she was a Government House.

So, Sir, in summarising, on behdf of my family and
on behdf of the members of the St. Micheel East
¢ommunity, we certainly recognise and will miss an
outstanding woman who, by her living will be a perfect
example and a shining light for al of our young women
and men tofollow in yearsto comeand | am sure, Sir, that
her memory will live and linger for avery long timein the
minds of all Barbadians. Thank you.

Hon. R. C. EASTMOND: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the
29th December last thiscountry bade farewell to its most
distinguished daughter, Mr. Speaker, if | were to describe
the life of the late Dame Ruth Nita Barrow, | would say
that hers was a life of unselfish service.. On leaving S,
Michael Girls' School, in those days familiarly called
Grassfield.

Aside.

Hon. R. C, EASTMOND: "Grassfield". In those days
many people who went to St. Michael’s Girls' School
nicknamed it Grassfield because of the gap to the north of
it whichiscalled Orassfield Gap, She went to Jamaica, Mr,
Speaker, and of enormous significanceis that she chow a
career in Jamaica, the career of nursing and | believe that
that career pointed the way to her future on this earth,

As you well know, Mr. Speaker, nursing is not
merely a job, It is a vocation and | would distinguish
between a normal job and a vocation on these grounds: a
norma job represents to many people a livelihood, it
represents and opportunity to earn, it representssometimes
occupationa therapy but a vocation is a caling, M.
Speaker, where the person involved in the vocation is not
just working for income but is working in the service of
God and man at the level of a particular specia devotion
and a particular specia dedication to humanity. That is
what | would say is a vocation. The fact that she chose
nursing in an era when there was hardly any money in it
represented the sort of self-sacrificethat she undertook in
the interest of serving her fellowman.

Mr. Speaker, she went on without at al teking into
account her own narrow self-interest to involve hersdf in
alarge number of regional and international organisations,
| an aware, Mr. Speaker, that she saw the International
Young Women's Christian Association as an organisation
that had potential to do for underprivileged women what
even governmental agencies the world over may not have
been able to do for the poor and the underprivileged, And
she gave aconsiderable amount of her time, her energy and
her expertise to the development of the International
Organisationof the Y oung Women's Christian Association.
But of some significance too, Mr, Speaker, | amn not
spesking of her lifein any chronological sequence, is that
in an era where we in Barbados saw people practise
self-help and community service she saw the Girl Guides
Association as the type of entity that would permit her to
help in the community, to help in interacting with others
and to help in doing for groups and for individuals
sometimes what Government would either have been dow
to do or may not have been able to do at dll.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that she was aware of the gift
God gave her, which was the gift of smooth interaction
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with other people, Hers was this specid gft of ¢+lng able
to relate to anybody, Mt, Speaker, you would know from
experience that whenever she spoke them was a particular
amplicity in how she spoke but aso a particular
aticulateness, Mr, Speaker, she was extremely articulate
but & the same time she spoke with Smplicity.

She was able, in Barbados, after her return heret o so
interact with so many different groups that she cams
patron of scores and scores of organisations, not only in
her capacity as Governor-General but in her own right, She
was S0 able to impress a large number of Non-
Governmental Organisations and community groups in
Barbadlos that even if she were not Governor-General she
would have been made patron of them, and | would ke to
make that point here, She was able to reach the normal
mean, She was ablet o reach the norma young girl. She was
able, asshededicated hersdf t 0 serving humanity, t 0 "leave
out Nita" and to reach the other person and | am very
impressed by that as one of the mog outstanding parts that
she played whilst on this earthly plane.

Mr. Spedker, | was also impressed with her
determination t 0 see gpartheid in South Africaover. There
isno doubt in my mind, Mt Joeaker, that around t he time
when she sarved Barbados at the UN, when Nelson
Mandela wes il in jail, she made it her business to
repectedly cal for socia justiceand genuine democracy in
South Africa. | heard her making repedied cdlsand | sad
to mysdf, here is a person interested in genuine soclal
judice and here is a person whose interest in serving
humanity is wide and varied thet here is a person that al
Barbados should be justly proud of.

Mt. Spesker, to her credit she was an unrepentant
follower of the Christian religion and there were times
when | was tempted to think that she was ecumenical
because she went to the Anglican Church, she went to the
Methodist and other churchesand at al times, Mr, Speaker,
she acted in church the way any genuine Christian would.

Indeed, Mr. Speaker, | an reminded that she served
with distinction on the World Council of Churches which
was an internationa body to which our own Caribbean
Coundil of Churchesinteracted and related and she made
a distinguished contribution there,

All'in al then, Mr. er, | would say that when
one takes into account her brilliant and outstanding career
thereis no question about it that she has emerged the most
outstanding female this noder n Barbados has ever seen.
Thereis no question about that at all.

In addition too, Mr. Speaker, in Engl and, thereisa
large body of opinion thet says thet whoever becomes
titular head of state should be somebody with the capacity

to unite the people and to be a symbel of unification for
ths people and «hs achieved that in Barbados. She was able
to unite this country M Head of State in a Situation where
given its own way this country would divide itself along
political lines. But she was able M Hsad of State to
manifest enough charm to ths people of Barbados, enough
devotion in serving them, enough commitment to their
cause ast o uniteand unify the variouscompeting forces in
thissmall society of ours.

2.20 pam.

Mr, Speaker, Barbados would havebeent he richer for
her life. Today, Barbadosisthe poorer in her death, | thank
you very much.

Hon R, N. GREENIDGE: Permit me, Mr. Speaker, t 0
lend my small veice as|, too, endeavourto pay tributeto
our late Governor-General. | cannot claim, Mr. Speaker, to
know her as well as the Honourable Member for the City
or evenaswell as ths Honourable Member for St. Michael
South Central 0r St. Michael E44t, But what | ¢an say, S,
is tht during the last 15 months or so | would have
atended quite a few functions and quite a few church
services af which the Governor-Censral was present.
Indsed, My personal assessment O herisaad it ass aways
been that, in spite of all of the titles and all of the names
we chooseto cal her, to me she war a human selng first
and foremost. She wasred, She wasaways, Mr, Speaker,
the chanpi on of the underdog and the champion of the
under-privileged. e never struck me & ons who would
have t¢sn on the side Of a Goliath against David. She
never struck me, Sir, asone who would have been On the
side of A slave mastar againgt a dave Or anything of that
sort. She dways struck me, Sir, as one Who championed
ths under-privileged. It did not surprise me, therefore, thet
where organizations Such oS ths disabled were concerned
and lndsed organizations such U under-privileged w——
were 00~#&, she was dwaysin the vanguard of the
fight and fighting on their Sehalf,

As Minigter responsiblefor Women Affairs, | would
like to make it as part of the record that the Government of
Barbados {s eternally grateful for what ¢ hasdonefor the
¢ause of women in th's country. Certainly, we are also
grateful, ton f a the reputation which she has given
Barbados cbroad as »¢(ng a country which was awaysin
tha forefront of e druggle f a equality for women,
Indeed, overseas the nan@ of Babados Secams
synonymous With Dame Nita. | spoke quite receatly with
the Dirsctor of Women Affals who nade a statement
which | think captured the way people thought about her
abroad, when she said “I have never been to an
intarnational conferencecf women where someons hasmt
8ad to me = "Takse my regards to Dame Nita for me"
Because whenever somsons realized that you cams from
Barbados, she sad they aways thought automatically of
Dames Nita,
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In 1985, she was the Coordinator of the NGO Forum
in Nairobi and here was a Barbadian woman responsible
for organizing the NGO's & the international conference
and certainly putting the name of Barbados on the map, |
know when the 1995 delegation was ready to go off to
Beljing and we were having meetings, she shared her
experience of 1985 with the Beijing delegation, telling
them wha she thought they should look eut for and what
she thought they should try to avoid. | am sure, Sir, that
this asided them very greeily because thet particular
delegation had tremendous success in Beljing. Shetook a
persond interest in Government's policy whore women
were concerned, She'would provide the Bureau with
documents, Whenever documents relatingt o women came
to her, she dways sent a copy of that document to the
Bureau whenever she thought it would ¢ useful to
Government t 0 have such a document in our possesson.
Sha took a particular interest too in  womens
entrepreneurship. \Whenever they had an exhibition
anywherein this country, Dame Nitawas dways there and

she nat only visited but she bought from them and she

encouraged them t o be business people in their own right.

Women and even there in her capacity she did a sterling
job, She worked with the local YWCA, She worked aso
with the regiond YWCA and with the worldwide YWCA

where she became Presiderit and furthered the cause of

‘women. As | sid earlier, Sir, concérning the whole
questiondf the disabled, whenever she visited the disabled

or went to church with them and, as | sald | would have :
attended quite a few church services with her, she had the
facility to mx among them in a way which you could
clearly see was not artificial, Believeit or not, Sir, we have
reached thé Stagein this country, & least | have, whereyou -
can see when someone is putting on ars and someone is
not being himsdf or hersdf, As | sad, she mixed with -
them with a certain amount of facility and reflected what -

| would consider a genuine concern without any artificial

trgppings whatsoever.

She was dso what | would consider, Sir, to be a .
regular person. Qe o the living memories which | will :

have of her, Sir, istha | spent some four hours | believe
in her company on the very night of the |ast Crop-Over
Finasat the stadium, and with the ¢alypsos especially the

~rocking Ones, shewas not afraidt o shake her shouldersand -

move
2.30 p.m.:

Indeed, Sir, one thing which standsout in my nand,
and as| sad it will be eternd, is the fact thet a one stage
when the entire Stadium was moving and rocking she
turned t o the wife of the Prime Minister and said, "Could

you pass me one of those red plagtic bags?' | can il see

her now as she waved that plastic bag left and right and
was part of that whole atmosphere.

S bbb Ll e o

Aside.

Hon. R, N, QREENIDGE: | did not even redlise that
the Honourable Minister of Culture had aso planned to
make reference t 0 this same incident, But, as| said, Sir, it
is somstilng which is goingto live in my memory for a
vay long dms,

The cther point | want to make about that same night
isthat even when we were tabulating, | did aki nd of wore
tryingto mark the calypsonians |st, 2nd and 3rd. Shet ook
such an interest in that and very often she said t 0 me things
like, "Oh, | do not thrk he was as good as the former
snger, | would give him 76 and not 79." She took an
interest in it as though she were the Chief Judge, That, to
me, Sir, was thekind of person Dame Nita was,

We may call her the Dame of Barbados, we may call
her Queen, we may call her the peopl€'s Governor-General
but certainly rmy assessment of her was that she wes a

SRR I tuman being first
She was patron of the Nationd Organization of

Thank you*

Mr. D, S, E, KELLMAN: Mr. Spesker, they might
cal her the Dame o Barbados but first she started as
Dame Nitaof St. Lucy,

Mr, Spesker, it is not by coincidence that today we
are discussing a former Governor-General who happensto
be alady and who happensto be connectedto Lucy, Itis
not by error that the only parish that has afemae nameis
S, Lucy and that is why it could produce the only female
Governor-General t 0 have such digtinction.

Mr, Speaker, sometimeswe havet o ask ourselveswas
it coincidence that while the debate was going on in
Barbados she decided it was tme for her to depart from
thisland? Higtory will record that maybe the Lord decided
it was time to put anendto the &bate. History will reeord
that after the death of Dame Nitathe & bate ended, | hope
that even though we are till in the mourning period that
when we are out of the mourning period we will not get
back to that & bate.

Sir, Dame Nita was a Barrow but before her there
was Charles Duncan O*Neal who did hiswork. Then there
was Berol Barrow who also did his work and Dame Nita
came dong and made them look as if they were not
working. How can we neesure the contribution o
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these people? Duncan O'Neal in the 1930¢ did a gr24! job.
Errol Barrow from the 1960son did a b4itsr job, and Dame
Nita dso did an outstanding job.

| am saying that we in this Parliament today must
recognise that the contributions of people must be
recognised. We mus do something to rengniss the
contribution o the Barrow family d which Dame Nita was
pat of that family, Mr, Speeker, the days of divide and
rule should be over. \We cannot continue in this country
when people have donesuch outstanding work for us toget
in this House of Assambly and praise them and day's afier
we go to a levd where we wat to destroy ther
contributions,

| am hoping thet the youngsters when they get the
opportunity to follow the contribution of Dame Nita, we
will be ablet o say thet is the foundation we would like all
the youngsterst o follow, and they will be ableto say when
they grow up that we had someone by the name of Dame
Nita who built such afoundation that she taught us that the
daysdf divideandrul e areover. | hope Mr, Spesksr, that
when the truth is told in Barbedos thet we all sy that
"Lucy" produced some good products,

Mr. Spesker, the good thing about Lucy is that she
was never sdifish, She gave Duncan O'Neal, and she gave
him to Barbados, She gave Errol Barrow, and she gave hm
to Barbados, Shegave Dame Nitanot only to Barsados but
Dame Nitawas given to Barbedosand the wald ,and Lucy
did not ask for compensation. All | am asking, Mr.
Speaker, is that because of the life of Dame Nitathat Lucy
¢¢ tregted the way she should be treatad,

Mr. Spesker, Dame Nita has done her job and the
guestion is, who will continue thet jab? It is a family
tradition and the work mugt be continued. It has not ended
with Dame Nita but the mantle will be taken by someone
else, and | would want to s who would fake that mantle
and continue the work left by Dame Nita

Thank you, Sir.

Rt. Hon. L, E. SANDIFORD: Mr, Speaker, | riss tO
oeek in support of the Resolution before this Honourable
Chamber ad to associate mysdf with the sentiments
expressed on both Sdes of the House In particular, Sir, |
wish t0 pey a tribute to the life and wok o the late
Governor-Generd, Dame Nita Barrow.

240 p.m,

| do nat intend, Sir, to be repetitive and | do nat
intend to go over her life's coursefrom the neo-natal Stage,
through the stages of infancy, adolescence, adulthood and
the stageof asenior citizen. | don't say senescence. | thirk
dl o tha has been done mogt doquently and many

persons haw spoken from the heart on those matters, Nor
do | intend to draw on the treasures of the English
Languags and quote from Utsrary works like Lycidas a
Adonais Or the Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard. |
intend simply, Sir, to sy that she lived a life that wes
worthy of emulaion. She had specid tdents, divindy
given, and she did not hide those talentsunder abushel but
she Usd them in whetever capacity she was called upont o
act,

| think our focus now mug beto ensure, whatever
she achieved in life, and particularly in the last phese o
her lifeas Governor-General of Barbados, that we are able
to ¢ontinus from there and to ensure that the traditionsl
praciises and theconventionswhich shefollowed, or which
she hdped to shape and create, would become part of the
ongoing saga thet is Barbados, and that they ar¢ used to
chart acourse of continuing progress for the country which
we dl lovem wdl.

Perhaps |, more than anyone ese in this Chamber,
can understand Whet mey be going through the mind of the
Prime Minister a this time, because his is the avesome
task of choosng someone to fill the vacat office d
Governor-General, Or rather to advise onthe filling of that
poet. It is a task which cdls for the mod careful
consideration, the baandng o the various attributes that
one should POSESS if oneisto & devated to that high
office, and it 13 one that the Prime Minigter will certainly
haw to listen ¢ the views with which he will be
bombarded both directly and indirectly, But weassumethat
the decison will ¥4 made, and we certainly look forward
&5 a ndion to that decison. We hope tha it will be a
worthy decision. | will not seek to bombard him from this
particular position with any adviceon that particular matter,
Sir. | would say that inasimilar postion | know thet | wes
bombarded with..,

Asides.

Mr, SPEAKER: The Right Honourable Member,
please, | am here Striving not t o interrupt you because | do
appreclate the Stuation thet we continue the business a
hand. L&t Us not go down that path. Thereis no need to go
doan the path you are atempting to go. There is no nexd
for it, please, not at this time (PAUSE), Have you
concluded, Sir?( PAUSE) . Proceed, plesse,

Asides,

Rt Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: | have concdluded, Sir,

Mr. B, M. TAITT: Mr. Spesker, Sir, the fact that
Dama Nlta has been interred may dlow, sSnce we ae

meeting ome time dtewad, for a catan
disngenuousness to invade our tributes, but in fact it is




2129

%

our way of beinginadequatein theface of thiscolossal and
difficult situation where we are being asked to pay tribute
to perhaps the greatest Barbadian that many of us have
known. It is extremely difficult in those circumstances not
to repeat words and phrases that have flowed from the
mouths and pens of al those who are called upon in these
circumstances to pay tribute. It may very well be, Mr.
Speaker, that in thisHonourable Chamber which i s reputed
to be able to rise to all occasions, that we may become
overwhelmed in the face of the particular difficulty. The
temptation is either to repeat words and phrases, or the
temptationis to try to find a new and different way to say
the same thing which has been said over and over again. In
truth, though, Sir, in the tradition of this Honourable
House, dl we can do is to offer condolences to her family
and seek in our own way to share in the great loss which
this country has sustained.

250 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, al manner of things have been said, by
now, of the late great Dame Nita. It isimpossible to spesk
of her without, in some way, touching on something that
somebody else has said. | wish to share the views
expressed about her magnanimity, about the simple nature
o the woman, about her capacity at the domestic, the
regional and theinternational level. 1 wish to sharein al of
that, Sir.

But, like everyone else, | too have had persona
glimpsesand personal touches. One hasto ask thequestion,
what is appropriate in these circumstances? Doesone speak
of very intimate relationshipswhich one might have had at
a point aong the way or does one do the correct thing?
What is the politicaly correct thing to do, in the
circumstances? Mr. Speaker, we all wish to demonstrate
that we have had some close touch with this greatness. But
we all wish, at the same time, not to cross the line where
we go beyond the call and utter things that, in retrospect,
ought to have been left where they were.

| remember her in many ways, Mr. Speaker. |
remember her both as an individual and as a public person.
| have refrained, except on the occason when a radio
station in Jamaica asked me for a comment, from making
more than necessary comment on the passing of this great

lady.

| remember, at the personal level, the occasion when
Dame Nita was being installed, as Governor-Generdl...

Mr. SPEAKER: Honourable Members, please could
we have some order.

Mr. B. M. TAITT:..that it was a Stuation of great
persond difficulty for me because | had been given the
responsibility, as is the custom in the Cabinet of someone
being given that responsibility, of overseeingthe particular
event. At the same time, my wife was in the hospital in

London awaiting a very serious and eventually, dangerous
operation and | recall very much that it was my
responsibility to have personal contact with Dame Nitain
the discussion of these proceedings. | shall be forever
grateful to her for the sensitivity which she showed to me
and, subsequently, to my family .when my late wife
departed thislife.

It is not well-known and, perhaps, would not have
been well-known, except for this occasion, that among the
people who helped to sustain us during that time was the
said Dame Nita who made it her business, while | wasin
London for about 2 months, to ensure that there was a
persona communication. Afterwards when the worst had
occurred, | think my children would want me to put on
record their appreciation of her very significant input in
assisting them to continue their lives.

Then again, Mr. Speaker, over thelast 5 years, | had
the very great joy of sharingmuch time, from time to time,
with Dame Nita in one capacity or another. But the one.
perhaps which | can bring to this Honourable Chamber, at
this time that is dightly different from what has gone
before, would be to speak about her in the international
capacity at a very immediate level. | recall when we went
to Geneva. She was requested, through the usual channels
by the World Hedlth Organisation to chair the Technical
Discussions of that year and therefore she went as a
member of the Barbados delegation to the World Health
Assembly which | had the honour to lead.

Her performance as Chairman of the Technica

- Discussionsfor that World Health Assembly isdocumented

and there is no need for me to seek to enhance them. But
what | can tell you is that al the members of my
delegation were extremely pleased and somewhat
overwhelmed when thisgraciouslady who, at the time, was
our Ambassador to the United Nations undertook to teach
us the ways of Geneva and show us some of the better
restaurants in Geneva. Genevais not a city that could be
described as inexpensive. It is one thing to be shown the
better restaurantsof Geneva but it is another thing to be
able to participate in the better restaurants of Geneva
Dame Nita had had a long sojourn in Geneva before she
went to New Y ork and, in the circumstanceswas able to do
a mamage between the relatively small capacity of the
Barbados delegation and the requirements of the intimate
restaurantsof Geneva. | thirk that isthe best way | can put
her immense generosity which she demonstrated, at that
time.

| think no one will hold it against me if | say that one
of her dearest and perhaps her best friend, outside of
Barbados, was a lady who now functions at the level of
Assgtant Director-General in  the World Hedth
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Organization, alady whose name is Aleya Hammad. | put
her name in the record only so that history will see that
thet particularfact wasrecorded in our Houseof Assembly.
This lady and Dame Nita had functioned together for all

the time she had spent, together with Dr. Mahler who was
the Director of the World Health Organization, in Geneva.

The one regret in the proceedings for her interment
was that Dr. Hammad who is an Egyptian and who, at the
time, was on home leave did not make it to Barbados for
reasons which are not now important.

But Dr. Hammad and Dame Nita played a massive
role in the change of the attitude of the World Hedlth
Organization itself to women in the world. These two
persons, one from Egypt and one from Barbados, two
developing countries were able, in relatively short order, to
change the outlook of that male dominated intitution in
Genevato the point where Forum 85 and, subsequently, the
meeting of First Ladiesin Ghanawere able to bring to the
fore concepts relating to the development, the sustainable
development, of the vulnerablegroupsin the world, thatis
to say, women and children, the elderly and other similar
disadvantaged groups.

3.00 p.m.

Their rolein shaping the patternsof the establishment
of the World Health Organisation's Task Force, in shaping
the approach and the development of heath within the
World Social Summit - al of these things redound to the
credit of Dame Nita’s contribution, this woman who came
from the smal country of Barbados and who managed
easlly to transform the importanceof Barbados in Europe,
in Africaand to alesser extent in Asiathrough the work of
health in development. Assisted by the influence of Dame
Nita and Hammad and a number of other women whose
names are now part of the folklore, if you will, of
international organisations.

Mr. Speaker, | never left Barbados, both when | was
a Minister and subsequently, to go to Geneva and come
back without having to report in a persond and at times
semi-officid way to Dame Nita as to what had been
achieved on our last visit to Geneva,

Mr. Speaker, | think | can share with this House a
particular joy which | had over thelast 5 yearsin particular
which allowed me the benefit of her counsel and vice versa
on anumber of matterswhere | would receive a very early
morning telephone call, a call which in the early stages
when it would come used to create some havoc in my
household. | recall the first morning my young son heard
this person on the telephonehe never got over the ideathat
"such a personage” as he put it, could telephone his
household a that hour in the morning. He aways
considered it a great treat when that voice would come.
But, Mr. Speaker, there are aspects of that which should

remain wherethey are. | would merely say in that context,
that the very last undertaking which | did in relation to
Dame Nita was a negotiation with one of her organisations.

It is not well known that she was, a patron of Rights
and Humanity, one o the foremost human rights
organisationsin London; and the Executive Director of
Rights and Humanity is a member of a Task Force of
which | have the honour to be Chairman. One of the things
which we negotiatedin the last few weeks was for Dane
Nitato participate in a unique BBC broadcast which would
have occurred two days ago. | believe the broadcast till
went on. We had negotiated and discussed the participation
which Dame Nitawould have. Mr. Speaker, it isironic that
in rummaging through my papers today | found the letter
which | had discussed with the present High Commissioner
for Barbados in London and which would have been
coming through his hand to Dame Nita.

Without going into detail, Sir, it was a letter which
would have seen her as one of only 4 persons in an
interview. These personswould have been President Nelson
Mandela, UN Secretary General Dr. BoutrosBoutrosGhali,
the PrimeMinister of Great Britain, John Mgjor, and Dame
Nita. The letter, which we drafted and which | had brought
down and discussed with Dame Nita just afew daysbefore
shedied, did in fact invite her, on the occasion of the 50th
Anniversary of the First United Nations General Assembly
which was held in London at the Westminster Methodist
Central Hall, to consider whether she would be willing to
paticipate in an interview recorded by the British
Broadcasting Corporationto be used in a concluding act of
worship on January 14, 1996.

As | said, Sir, Dame Nita had indicated that she
would accept and she would have been one of the four
persons participating in that broadcast which was scheduled
for the 14th January, two days ago. It is fascinating but on
the Sunday before she died, when we discussed this matter,
she made what has turned out to be a prophetic remark.
The BBC had indicated that they would go wherever it was
necessary to do the interview and she wondered, rather
prophetically | think now in retrospect, whether they would
be willing to follow her where she was going. It is perhaps
one of those questionswhich philosophers battle with and
mortals ponder about, the answer for which we will never
know as to whether men and women do not in fact know
when their end is near.

The Honourable Member for the City can confirm
that on that Sunday she never looked better. Dame Nita
seemed in amost perfect health and it would have been
impossible for any one on that occasion to presume that
within a matter of days we would all be thrown into deep
mourning.
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Mr. Spesker, great people live smpleliveswhich are
subsequently transformed for those who are left behind.
Grest people are recognised by us mortas after they have
left the scene, not so much for what they have done, or for
who they were but for how they have affected us. Each
individua in this country can speak as to how Dame Nita
and by extension, Dame Nita's family, has affected them.
| am not able, like some, to spesk o long and early
relationships with the Barrow family. What | can sy
however is that the relationship which | have had with
them ever since 1965 has dways been one o
enlightenment - that enlightenment which has come from
the methodology which they have followed in service to
their fellowman. | think that the higher enlightenment has
come from the lady whose memory we honour by these
tributes we pay today. The sdf-sacrifice which she
obvioudy would have madein her choice o profession, the
magnificent contribution of which volumes have been
written and spoken, but more particularly the individud
touch which she has had on the lives of ordinary citizens,
are in the end the greatest monument that will remain for
Dame Nita and her family. How we will remember her as
anationis yet left to be determined. But what will always
remain with us is the smple nature of the woman's
sincerity, her decency, her commanding capecity to put dl
and sundry at easein a short time. Mr. Speaker, when we
are paying tribute in a place like this, we try to be as
articulate as possible. We try to be as honest as possible
and we wish fervently that when the record is read
subsequently that we would have given a good account in
a particular way. But in a sense, because we are mere
mortals, each of uswill fall short of the standard which we
would have set for when this day would eventually come.
Even so we hope that merely by making the utterance or
by making the effort, we have somehow conveyed the deep
and abiding despair which the passing o someone askind,
comforting and good as the late Dame Nita Barrow would
have done for us.
3.10p.m.

Mr. Speaker, | hope that somehow through nmy
participationin this Resolution which | support that | would
have conveyed the love and understanding and outpouring
for the people in my congtituency, for the people in my
village where | was born and formy family, | hope that |
have been able to add to the fedling of sorrow and yet, Mr.
Speeker, the feding of triumph that this was another
Barbadian who has lived a glorious life in a small
community that has made us proud to be what weare. | am
grateful to you, Mr. Speaker.

Rt. Hon. ©. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, sometime
in June 1976 | attended an UNCTAD Conference with a
group of experts on the transfes of technology in Geneva
as a representative of the Government of Barbados. | was
especidly flattered to receive an invitation to lunch from
the President of the World Council of Churches. | think

that time, Sir, | could have been forgiven for not knowing
who was the President of the World Council of Churches,
but as a young civil servant in my mid-twenties | was
particularly flattered that for some specia reason | had
been singled out to be guest at lunch of the President of the
World Council o Churches. That was my first
acquaintance, Sir, with Dame Nita Barrow and it wes
characteristic and symbolic of the way in which she lived
her life and related to people, that she did not know who
| was but the fact that | was a Barbadian was enough for
her to entertain me to lunch.

In this debate, Mr. Speaker, | would want largely to
dwell on my relationship with Dame Nita Barrow in our
respective capacities o Governor-Generd of this country
and Prime Minigter. But | would want more especidly to
set my contribution in the context of what | regard as her
true accomplishments. | do not believe that there is any
Barbadian in this century and any Barbadian in any
previous century who has made contributions and has
accomplished more in as many capacitiesin Barbados and
across the world. There may be Barbadians who have had
grester accomplishmentsin one endeavour. There may be
Barbadianswho may have had grester accomplishmentsin
two endeavours. But there are no Barbadians to the best of
my knowledge who have a grester range of
accomplishments in as many high offices as Dame Nita
Barrow.

| believe, Sir, that we should begin by recognizing
that there is no Barbadian gpart from the Deputy Prime
Miniser who has ever been the head of a world
organization and it is to Dame Nita's eternd credit, Sir,
that she was not only the head of one, but she has been the
head of two world organizations, Presdent of the World
Council of Churchesand President of the Y oung Women's
Chrigtian Association as well as Convenor o the
International Forum in 1985 in Nairobi.

But | bedieve tha Dame Nitds greatest
accomplishment when history is properly been written will
betherolethat she playedin theliberationof South Africa
It is, Mr. Speaker, a credit not only to Dame Nita but a
credit to this entire country that one of the first persons
who visted Nelson Mandela in prison and one of the
people who contributed most through her membership of
the Commonweslth Group of Eminent Persons Mission to
South Africa was Dame Nita Barrow, and her role in the
liberation of South Africa and in. the freeing of Nelson
Mandelawill secure for her a specia place not only in the
higtory of Barbados but in the history of al black people
wherever black people are to be found. | truly do not
believe that there is any function that she performed that
has brought greater honour to herself and to this country
than the role that she played in the liberation of South
Africaand vicarioudy so in the liberation of black people.
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Sir, there is a United Nations publication that was
published on the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the
United Nationsand in it you will see a listing of al the
world leaders on that occasion. There is also a specia
section in that commemorative edition of specia world
persons who the United Nations thought that history had to
be told were deserving of special mention. It is again, Sir,
to the credit of Dame Nita Barrow that, on the 50th
Anniversary of the commemoration of the forming of the
United Nations, one of the world's specia |eaders who the
United Nations thought deserving of being referred for the
record of history was Dame Nita Barrow of Barbados. She
will live on, Sir, in the history of the Caribbean as having
been the patron of a group of Caribbean elder statespeople
who prepareda blueprint for the developmentof thisregion
into the 21st century in moralizing a document called
‘Time For Action" and for this she was suitably recognized
by CARICOM, Sir, in the award of a specia CARICOM
honour.

Sir, | could go'on and on. It is all in pursuit of my
theme that | do not know of any single Barbadian whose
accomplishmentsin as many fields come close to matching
those of Dame Nita Barrow. Having said al of that, |
would want to make the simple point that it would be very
difficult to resist the conclusion that Dame Nita Barrow is
eminently deserving of being elevated to the position of a
national hero of this country. | think on the strength of her
accomplishments, Sir, that it would be impossibleto resist
that she is eminently deserving of being accorded the
honour of a national hero of this country.

Now, Sir, Dame Nita Barrow and | enjoyed a warm
working relationshipin our respectivecapacities. A lot has
been paid about the relevance of the post of a Governor-
General, and it has even been thought, Sir, that we should
changefrom a Governor-General to our own Head of State.
Inthefinal analysis, it will al depend upon the person and
the manner in which they interpret their functions. We are
going to have Heads of State, Sir, who are not supposed to
be beholden to the Queen as they are in some other
Caribbean countries, but they will come not to occupy the
same positions in the hearts and minds of the people as
Dame Nita becauseof the concept they have of themselves,
their work and relationship to the society and to the people
in the society. In some respects | know that at the end of
the day it will al have to do with the way in which the
functionis represented. It will have very much to do with
the way in which the persons perceive themsdlves in their
relationship with the society and their place in history,
3.20 p.m.

| want to say, Sir, that Dame Nita Barrow brought a
relevance to the post of Governor-General not only in the
sense of public affairs, but from the point of view of her
contribution to governance. She made the position of

Governor-General very relevant in our times. A lot of
things happen in the governance of a country that are not
reported, and one of those thingsis the audience that takes
place very occasiondly, and very often, depending upon
the relationship between Governors-General and Prime
Ministers.

| am not going to go into the details, Sir, just to say
that Dame Nita Barrow considered of her function as
Governor-General not just as a ceremonia position to
involve her in public functions, ceremony and pomp, but
aso as involving her in a responsibility of putting her
wisdom and accumulated experience at the disposal of
Government. She interpreted the discharge of her
responsibility as that of rendering advice on matters of
State and taking a keen interestin matters currently before
the society or that should be regarded as of nationd
significance.

| remember, Sir, Dame Nita once called to ask for a
copy of the White Paper on Education and then a a
subsequent audience the contents of the White Paper on
Education were the subject of our discussion.

| remember, Sir, when we were preparing for the
Social Summit as well as the Summit of Women in Beljing
that again there was a lot of advice rendered that was wise
and was drawn from long experience and knowledge of
international quality. As| said, Sir, | will always treasure
the opportunity to have been able to draw from her
wisdom, to have been guided by her experience and
inspired by her humanity. I believe the manner in which
shedischarged her responsibilitiesas the Head of State has,
in fact, secured for that illustriousposition a new relevance
and a new preeminence in the minds of the people of this
country. But at the end of the day, Sir, | remember Dame
Nita as a person who was very warm and human in all of
her dimensions.

| do not believe there is another Commonwealth
country in which the Head of State, whether President or
Governor-General, found hersdlf or himself at the official
residence of the Prime Minister of the country as often as
Dame Nita did. In many respects she established a trend
that is not usua in what is supposed to be a forma
relationship between the Prime Minister and Governor-
General. In point of fact, alot of the stiff formdlity that is
supposed to, and in some people's minds, does envelop the
relationship was broken down as far as her officia
resdence was adways open to me, Sr, and my officia
residence was awaysopen to her and she looked forward,
with relish, to participating in events at the officia
residenceof the Prime Minister in circumstancesthat were
not dwaysin keeping with stiff conventionsor traditions.

Indeed, Sir, | seem to remember that the last occasion
on which she came to Ilaro Court on her own
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insistence was to be part of afunction "Christmasat Ilaro
Court" and there was the reciprocal understanding that |
would have been coming to her functions at Government
House. That was the kind of relationship maintained in
which there was aways propriety and a sense of occasion.
But there was a living relationship in so far as 2 persons
with congtitutional responsibilitiesfound away to establish
a working relationship, treating each other as not
necessarily bound only by constitutional proprieties and
exigencies but by human relationships. That is the context
in which | truly would like to remember her, that as a
Governor-Genera my relationship with her was not only
defined by the Condtitution of Barbados, but was defined
and established in the most human of terms.

| would like to say on thisoccasion that | would wish
thet the relationships between all Prime Ministers of this
country and dl Governors-General, Headsof State however
they are termed, are set within the same kind of context as
mine came to be set with her. | know that not only was my
relationship with her of that nature but my wife and people
close to me enjoyed the relationship with the Governor-
General that went beyond what the Constitution saysisthe

proper and necessary thing.

Mr. Speaker, | was with Dame Nita on the evening
she left us. The Attorney General and | on that occasion,
| remember it very distinctly, told her that she had a glow
about her and that we had never seen her looking better.
She and 1 were bantering about her retirement some time
in the distant future. 1 want to repeat that, Sir, her
retirement some timein the distant futureand al so what we
would be individually cooking at Christmas.

| remember, Sir, and | would like to say this for
history, that one of her last statements occurred at Grand
Barbados. It was a sparkling night, and the waters around
the Caribbean sea had a kind of look to them. She was
remarking that thisobvioudy had to be something specialy
bestowed by God on this country as a specia gift and that
was the tone of her conversation before she | eft.

| am pleased, Sir, that Dame Nita Barrow left in the
line of duty. | want it always to be remembered that she
left us performing her duty as she saw the way to perform
that duty.

| have on this occasion given my fullest support to
this Resolution before the House. On behdf of the
Government and the people of Barbados | would wish too
to extend my moa sincere condolences to the family of
Dame Nita on the sad occasion of her loss knowing that
they can rest in the comfort that she rests securely in our
history in my judgment and certainly in the judgment of
many good people as surely the greatest Barbadian of this
century,

| am obliged to you.
3.30 p.m.

Hon. Sir HAROLD St. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | rise
to support this Resolution. | think | owe it as a duty to the
record to say a few words about the opportunities| have
had when | was in charge of this country as Prime
Minister, for it was during that period of time that | was
approached by the then Secretary-General of the
Commonwedthfor approval of Dame Nita Barrow to be a
member of the Eminent PersonsGroup. Quitenaturally, the
Secretary-General provided me with a document which
indicated the achievementsof Dame NitaBarrow up to that
date and the reasons why he felt she would make an
outstanding contribution to that very delicate exercise. |
was able, within a very short period, to indicate quite
clearly the consent of the Government of Barbados to the
appointment and her outstanding contribution in that area
has been spoken of repeatedly outside and today in this
House by a number of people.

She was a person who was graciousenough, when the
Report was completed, to pay me the courtesy of coming
to the Office of the Prime Minister in Bay Street and
personally delivered a copy of that Report to me, and she
was very effusivein her recognitionof thefact that had the
Government of Barbados at that time been headed by a
person who was not objective on the occasion, that a veto
could have been made to the appointment. | do not believe
that given her record and given her contribution to the
world, that there would have been any Prime Minister in
Barbados who would have acted in such a manner.

But that was not the first occasion, Sir, that | had an
opportunity of working and making a decision that affected
Dame Nita Barrow. | well recall that it was realy only in
repayment of a favour that | previoudy had received from
her. | remember when the Honourable Member for Christ
Church West and | paid a visit to Guyana once and we
were enquiring into the then state of the administration at
the Caricom Headquarters, that we met Dame Nita. She
was then, | believe, working with the Pan American Health
Organisation and she was carrying out a project in Guyana,
and she very generoudy offered to lend the Honourable
Member and myself her Toyotamotor car and we did have
the opportunity of using the motor car around Guyanafor
alittle over a week.That was the kind of person she was,
of an exceedingly generous nature, and there can be no
doubt that her outstanding contribution to the world in her
capacity as President of the World Council of Churches,
her associationwith the World Y WCA and in other spheres
of activity has brought nothing but glory to the name of
Barbados.

She subsequently became Governor-General of
Barbados and | also had the opportunity of working




2134
mm

with her in her capacity as being a Chairperson of our loca
Privy Council, and everyone who has hed that opportunity
would have recognised her great interest in the mattersthat
came before the Privy Council and her unsparing effort to
ensure that such decisions as that body has to make are
made with expedition and after due consideration of al the
factors surrounding the decision making process.

| wish, Sir, on behdf of mysdf and my family -
because indirectly her family has been connected with my
wife's family by marriage- to extend condolencesto them
and | wish to say that they can be comforted by the fact
that her contribution has been certainly a most outstanding
one.

Thank you, Sir.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY:Mr. Speaker, | risein
this debate merdly to lend my voice and support to all that
has been said today in respect of the late Dame Ruth Nita
Barrow. Indeed, Sir, thereis redly very little that has not
been said in respect of her many accomplishments, both
nationally and internationally, but 1 would want just to
ek briefly of the person whom | knew and have known
for alarge part of my life, and who continued to treat me
with a level of care and generosity of spirit and support
that redly is befitting of persons who normdly are only
vey close to you.

340 p.m.

| consider it a distinct privilege to have had the
honour, not only to have known Dame Nita but, indeed,
Sir, to have observed the characteristics in her that |
believed made her a great person. Great not in the sense o
her accomplishments nationdly and internationally which
wereclearly there, but great in the sense of the character of
thewomean hersalf. | speak, specifically,of her wisdom and
her sense. of humanity and caring that came at all stages of
interaction with her.

It is vay easy for people in this world, as |
understand it, to be bright, to accomplish much or to do
well intellectudly. But | believe that it isa very rare thing
for people to be wise. Nelson Mandda certainly when one
reads his autobiography "Long Wak To Freedom" one is
|eft with a senseof his own wisdom, a sense of a man who
understands truly what life is about and who has not seen
life as a series of stepping stones towards either
accomplishments of himsdf or, indeed, his people aone,
but understands that there is an innate sense in al of us
tha must be developed, if we are truly to benefit from
what the breath of life has to offer.

| would wish to reinforce that characteristic of hers
because it is the kind of characteritic that dlows you to
take decisions, to move forward, to offer advice and to do

many things born out of a sense of what is innately right
and not, necessarily, what is expedient.

| dso believe that, to a large extent, that wisdom
redly can only blossom with years of experience. She
certainly did have the benefit of those years of experience.
If | can say to you what quality | have learned most about
her, it was that sense of being wise and being capable of
offering support and advice regardlessof the circumstances
born out of a sense of, not necessarily, even an intimate
knowledge of the particular facts but, as | said, out of a
sense of being able to know wha was innately right and
what was wrong.

We have heard, in here and outside of this Chamber,
dl pay credit to her sense of caring and her sense of
humanity. It is a unique thing when a person can make
amost every person with whom she interacted fed as
though they were her persond friend. You know, Sir,
Barbadians have a way of saying, "This is my persond
friend." | have never heard more peoplethan | have heard,
with the passng of Dame Nita, say "She was nmy persond
friend.” In respect of each of them, it was a true statement
because the sense of warmth and the sense of support that
they would have received from interaction with her would
have rdayed in them a sense d comfort and self-
assuredness that Dame Nita, the Governor-Genera was ny
persond friend. That is a rare ability. Because, in a way it
means that to be able to give that kind of assurance and
support to people one hasto put aside one's own needsand
one's own fedings very often in order to be as even-
handed with every person with whom one comes into
contact.

| believe that it is a quality with which persons are
blessed, and she was one of the few persons who had that
ability.

It is a funny thing when very often people,
particularly today with the perception of politicians and
nation builders perhaps not being as strong as it might
otherwise be, would till recognize that her contribution,
even though it had no direct impact on their day-to-day
lives in a way that someone who would have brought
Independence to Barbados would have had on their-lives,
that they were prepared to accept that this woman played
a significant role in making them better people and in
making this country a better place.When you consider that
her presence in Barbados on a sustained basis was truly
redly only in thelast 5 yearsof her life, it becomes even
al the more remarkable that she should receive the
accolades of personsfrom all parts of thiscountry, from all
levels, as if she played a direct role in improving the
qudlity of their life, even if not N economic terms but in
spiritual termsand in a sense of nationheod and well-being.
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Thereforeone could only be happy to hear the Right
Honourable Prime Minister offer his own persona view
just now as to the type of person whom he believes would
be deserving of being designated as a nationa hero. |
would only want to say that | would agree too. | can think
of no morefitting person than Dame Ruth Nita Barrow to
receive such an accolade from the people of this country.

| also believe that it is significant that she has risen
to the heights which she has risen to professionaly, in the
absence of being given the opportunity to pursue, initialy,
a university education and that what in truth and in fact
took her through her professional and persona life was a
determination and commitment to serve others. | believe
that that determination and commitment to serve others, at
the end of the day, when combined with the sense of
humanity and the wisdom which she exhibited really is
worth more than any university degree, than any job paying
whatever, because it createswhat is so rare among people,

character.

| therefore feel a sense of great loss at her absence
from among us. It is a funny thing because, in spite of al
the Right Honourable Prime Minister indicated in his
speech about her concern on matters of policy relating to
the governance of this country and over the course of the
last 18 months, | have on a least 4 occasions had
discussions with Dame Nita relating to the educational
development of thiscountry, particularly asit related to the
diagnostic and remedial programme.

What we are trying to do, in the Ministry, is ensuring
that there is a shift in the emphasis in education in this
country to ensure that the child becomes the central focus
of teaching and learning in education. She took the point
that, very often, children are in a class room’and are
required to finish a syllabusbut very rarely do we find out
whether they have understood or mastered aspects of that
syllabus, as they go on and that the danger was there that
they be shuffled through a system. Indeed, it was
significant that we had this conversationon the evening of
the opening of the Alma Parris Secondary School when she
attended the church service and when, in fact, she offered
to the Principal of that institution to come back and assist
in speaking to the children which we considered then, a
great honour. As time would have it, Sir, that was not to
pass.

But | believe even the sense of that offer alone, was
such a boost of confidence for the children at that
institution, that school and the staff that they should take
comfort from the care and concern which she exhibited
thereto.

350 p.m.

The Honourable Minister for Women's Affairs has
aready alluded to the manner in which she enjoyed herself
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fully on the night of the Pic-o-de-crop finalsat the Stadium
when she, Dame Nita, the HonourableMinister for Labour,
the HonourablePrime Minister's wife and mysaf kept four
separate scores going throughout the night as to the
performances of the individual calypsonians and when
during the second haf she was so overtaken by the
performance of the Red Plastic Bag she asked me to go
and fetch a red plagtic bag for her so that she could wave
it when he was crowned the king because she believed he
would have won the crown that night. There are a lot of
people in St. Philip who felt that she was right, including
the Minister of Labour. But it was significant, Sir, that
once again here was a person who behaved no differently
than any of the rest of us at the Nationa Stadium, who
became consumed by the enthusiasm that the event created
and who, without any lack of propriety, exhibited that
enthusiasm and really behaved in a way no different than
she behaved when | met with her some weeks later when
we met the Archbishop of Canterbury.

It is significant that her interest in the cultural
development of not only this country but the region was
such that she not only felt that she had to attend eventsto
offer the support of her office but indeed to truly enjoy
hersdlf and there was one wish that | perhapson reflection
could have given her was on the night the Mighty Sparrow
performed for his sixtieth birthday a the Wildey
Gymnasium. | was sitting about 6 or 7 seats avay and she
called me to come and sit next to her athough she had a
party of people with her. Throughout the whole show, at
the end of every song, | believethe HonourableMinister of
Hedlth was there that night too, having enjoyed every song,
she had one wish, "But why doesn't he play Dan is the
man in the van".

On reflection, Sir, | redly should have gotten up out
of my seat and gone back stage and made a request
because the passion with which she was longing, because
she had planned to leave at hdf time and she stayed on in
the hope that they would play 'Dan is the man in the van."
That was the type of woman she was, Sir, who exhibited
her feelings, her enthusiasm, and who saw no fear in doing
these things and who could deal as easily with persons
from whatever wak of life, in whatever set of
circumstances.

Her sense of detail and care, very often she would
cal to seeif | wasdoing al right and | remember one of
the last occasions on which she called was to get the
telephone number of my mother in Bermudato call to wish
her happy birthday. That was the type of woman she was,
even though she had not seen her for nine or ten months
before.

| therefore, Sir, would wish to associate myself with
all that has been said, not only in this Chamber, Sir, but
indeed al over. It is to her credit and indeed an
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indication of the high regard in which she was held that on
the same day of the funeral in Barbados there was a
memorial service in Trinidad at the Methodist Church at
the same time. On the same day that there was a memorid
servicein Jamaicaat the University Chapel there was aso
a memorid service in Bermuda at the Cathedra because
she had visited therein the last few yearsand hed made a
tremendousimpact on the persons whom she left there as
well as having some family there. It is significant that all
of these countries held memorial servicesfor her and they
were not memorid services in which just one or two
peopl e participated but in each instance the Prime Minister
of Jamaica participated fully, the acting Premier of
Bermuda and the Governor participated fully because there
was a sense of loss that we in the Caribbean had logt a
get person from among us and that the event was not
somethingto which Barbadosa onecould claim proprietary
rights but it was something in which dl of us felt that
sense of mourning and loss, but yet a sense of pride and
thanksgiving for thelife which shelived and the manner in
which she comported herself but more importantly the
s of comfort and'the sense of caring which she left
with all those with whom she interacted.

Mr. Spesker, Sir, | would wish to extend my
condolences to the Barrow family and to the Springer
family and to the O’Neal family, dl of whom congtituted
her closefamily network. That family hes hed a very rough
time both last year and the year before and one can only
hope that they be comforted by the fact that in amost each
instanceeach one of the personslived long and meaningful
livesthat made a differenceto thelandscapeof thiscountry
and adifferenceto the landscape of the commonwedlth and
the wider world. | thank you, Mr. Speeker.

Dr. R. L. CHELTENHAM: Mr. Spesker, Sir, permit
me to lend my warmest support to this Resolution before
the House and to offer too my sincerest condolencestg the
family of our late Governor-Generdl.

| think that the family can and should take comfart
from thefact that hers was a lifeof rich and incomparable
sarvice, and that their loss is our loss, and is indeed the
loss of the entire world because she was truly a citizen of
the world and a creative actress on the world stage.

It was my good fortune to have been introduced to
her way back in 1963 by the late Cameron Tudor. | was
then a student a the Universty of the West Indies. $he
was very much then living in Jamaica with a reputation of
an outstanding hedth professonal and a very prominent
socidite. He was then Minister of Education and on one of
his viststo the University's Council Meetingshe caled on
me and suggested that | should accompany him to meet an
old friend and a distinguished Barbadian, Nita Barrow,

That was to be the beginning of my getting on her
guest list, asit were, and | was to attend S or 6 parties at
her residence over the4 yearsthat | waslivingin Jamaica.
| was on meeting her immediately touched by her warmth.
She hed that enormous capacity to put everyone a ease. |
was aso impressed with the distinguished Jamaicans in
amogt al waks of life that she attracted to her parties, it
was not lot on me then that she was a women o
enormous socid reach and very powerful friends. | think
that she demonstrated that throughout her life. She hed very
powerful friends and she was also a woman of enormous
social reach, not only in Jamaica, and within theregion, but
aso internationally.

What she achieved is remarkable and extraordinary,
not only in thisthelatter part of the Twentieth Century, but
it would have been in any era, that @ woman, the product
of asmall society like Barbadoscould have reached the top
in three mgor areas, the World Council of Churches, the
Worldwide Y.W.C.A, and the World Adult Education
Commission.

4,00 p.m.

It is a remarkable story, amost incomparable, and |
can think of no one anywhere who has reached the top at
the internationa level not in 1 or 2 areas but in 3 aress.
That is very much a story that needs to be retold because
it can do nothing but add luster to the name of Barbados
and inspire generations yet unborn of Barbadians as to
what is possible. It isa story aout the meaning of whet is
possible.

| think it reflects her graciousness, wisdom,
intelligence, her public-spiritednessand her lovefor people,
and therange of powerful friends which over the years she
has been able to attract.

Thereisan aspect of her life's history though that we
must put in context when we think of her closerelaionship
to Duncan O'Neal who made such an enormous
contribution to the development of political consciousness

. in thiscountry - when we think of the fact that she wasthe

sister of Errol Walton Barrow, a national hero in his own
right, who wes the former Prime Minister of this country,
and when we think of her relationship to the Springers =
first cousins, one of whom became a Govemor-General =
when we think of the contribution of the Springers,
Clarkes, Gittens, O'Neals and the Barrows, it is redly a
most remarkable story of a matchless contribution in this
Century of virtually one family and it very much needs to
be recorded.

| was glad that before she passed we have seen
published a biography of her, | have not had the fortune of
reading it, but | have no doubt that her story isarich one
which very much deserves to be told, | have no doubt




2137
m

that it will inspire many Barbadians of this generation and
Barbadians yet unborn.

In the office of Governor-General, she extended and
enlarged the average man's perception of that ingtitution by
her warmth, her sense of care and large reach. She had a
way of reaching peopleand 1think it may truly be said that
she has strengthened the indtitution of Governors-General
in the eyes of the average Barbadian. She has aso set new
standards in the office. But on the whole we in Barbados
have been fortunate in our choice of Governor-Generd
over the years. | have no doubt whoever is chosen, and |
know that will be done shortly, will himsef or hersdf rise
to the chdlenge and be a fitting successor to late Dame
Nita.

She has given the lie, as many Barbadians have, to
the idea that because Barbados is smdl and the size o
many suburbsdf large citiesin Europe and North America,
that we cannot produce citizensin large numbers o world
class. Notwithgtanding our size, Mr. Speaker, we can
produce and have produced and | have no doubt that we
will continue to produce actors on the world stage, creative
actors out of proportion to the size of our population. She
has been in that position and her life has been an
inspiration. Her work has been impactful not only herein
Barbados and in the region but in the Commonwedth and
in many areas of the world. | am proud of her and of her
contributionand | join with al Barbadiansin mourning her
Icss.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, much
has been said by Members who have spoken in support of
the Resolution before this Chamber. | too, Mr. Speaker,
want to say just afew words in support of the Resolution.
Dame Nita was certainly in my 34 years the most popular
Governor-Genera that this country has seen. She has
redefined the role of the Governor-Generd so that it
became not only the person who turned up or who was
there on ceremonia occasionsor whose name was added
to officid documents. But she embodied dl that is good
about Barbados and Barbadians - humility, generosity of
spirit, the selflessness that characterizes many Barbadians
paticularly of a certain generation as wdl as love of
entertaining and extending hospitaity to others. Often
people tak about how hospitable Barbadians are. Dame
Nitaembodied dl of that and she was able to reach out to
people with charm and love and to give guidance and
support. She was sort of a mother figure to dl Barbadians
of whatever age and for me that came dive and wes
brought home very forcefully on the day of the funera as
| walked as an honourary pallbearer next to the casket. Al
dong that route there were timesin which | was repeatedly
covered in goose pimples, because | looked into the faces
of the Barbadians who lined that route and saw on those
faces expressons of deep sorrow at the passing of this

great states person. It was as if for them seeing the casket
and seeing the formality of the occasion, though they hed
heard the news, finally brought the point home tha our
bedoved Dame Nita was dead. As we reached near the
James Street Methodist Church one old lady said aoud,
"Go adong girl. God bless you." | think that captured the
essenceof what Barbadiansfeel and felt towards Ruth Nita
Barrow, a sense of love that said wherever she went in
Barbadosor all acrossthe world: "Go long girl. God bless
ya' because she carried hersaf with such flair and style,
such graciousnessand wisdom, that you could not help but
love her.

4.10 p.m,

| hear some people say, Mr. Speaker, and | want to
make the point that | have heard her described as a
diginguished Barbadian woman. Dame Nita was a
digtinguished Barbadian, and | do not think we should
confineit to questionsof gender because when one counts
the number of Barbadians who have digtinguished
themsalves, not only nationdly but internationaly, in any
sohere o endeavour her name mugt rank as one o the
most distinguished Barbadians who have ever lived, mae
or female.

| have read as a student of history of distinguished
Barbadians over the years, but | an deeply honoured to
have known Dame Nita She was, as indeed | was, a
student of the St. Michagl School, and | saw in her and in
her lifemany of the qualitiesand well-roundedness that St.
Michadl has produced in its studentsover theyears. | think,
Mr. Speaker, there are many distinguished Barbadians out
there whom we know little of and whose accomplishments
we do not know enough of. They live sometimes in
communities and die unheralded.

After Dame Nita died when repeatedly there was
praise of her in the newspapers and of her many, many
accomplishments, | heard people say over and over, "Oh,
but | did not know she had doneall this. | never knew this
and | never knew that." Sometimes we have a way of not
treasuring those who are Barbadian, and those who have
achieved, and not letting people know just how proud we
ared them.

| firg became aware of Dame Nita and her
accomplishments just about the time she was chosen asone
o the Eminent Persons to go to South Africa to enquire
into conditionsthere, and particularly about the status and
hedlth of Nelson Mandela who was then till in prison. She
came back to Barbados from the UN and a public
discusson o Ndson Mandda and the stuation in South
Africa was hdd at Queen's Park. | think, | was then a
student of the St. Michadl School and | attended it one
evening to ligen to Dame Nita speak o her experience in
South Africa
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For many people Dame Nita brought home the horror
of wha lifein South Africawas like for Blacks, and what
it was Nelson Mandela was going through. | was deeply
impressed by this woman whom | was seeing for the first
time and whom | had heard about before. She spoke at
length. She spoke with passion and conviction. Herewas a
person who was deeply filled with a spirit of black
consciousness. She was articulate. She was bright. She
made me feel happy to listen to her. | sat, as may
members of the audience, enthralled with the information
she was pouring out, and with the distinction and simplicity
with which she was doing it. The whole night Dame Nita
fielded questions long after the moderator tried to get the
public to stop asking. People were lining up to the
microphones and Dame Nita was graciousdy answering.
After that | started to watch and follow her as she strolled
across the world stage. Subsequently, she became
Governor-Generd. The St. Michag School hosted a
congratulatory function for her and | was able then to meet
and speak with her for the first time.

Dame Nita's achievementshave been many. | will not
repeat them because much has been spoken of them today.
She was a health care specidist. She understood education
and the social services. She was a well-rounded person.
She was bright. She was articulate. She was gracious. So
much can be said of her and all would be true. Everybody
can speak of an experience with Dame Nita with joy and
affection because that was the kind of person she was.

The Minister of Education made the point very well
when she said that people spoke of Dame Nita as their
"personal friend" because she hed that way of making one
fed loved and welcome, as if you had something to say
that she was interested in and cared about and would give
some guidance on.

| must say, Mr. Speaker, that at a persond level | will
miss Dame Nita Since | have come to office, this period
has been beset by many challenges, and Dame has dways
during the course of this time reached out to me. |
remember in December of 1994 | had to give a speech one
morning a a function at which Dame Nita was present and
was hersdlf, | think, making a few remarks because it dealt
with hedth care. Dame Nita and | often discussed hedth
care, the future of nursing and the future of hedth in
Barbados, and other related issues. Dame Nita used her
nursing skill to look at me and say: "But Minister, you are
not looking well to me, nor do you sound well. Are you
sure you are not sick?' | said to her: "I have not been
feding well. | will take a day or two off and go to the
doctor and try and get somerest, but | cannot do it just yet
because | am very busy." She said: "No. You are sick and
you need to take care of yoursalf." Within a couple days|
was so unwell that | could not leave my bed and Dame
Nita remembered that | was not feding well and cdled to

find out if | was taking careof mysdf and if | had goneto
the doctor.

Again, earlier in thefollowing year, 1995 when there
was some public discussion over comments| had madeon
atelevison programme, Dame Nita caled and invited me
to come and see her. | was amazed at her understanding of
that particular issue and related issues and the level o
support she extended to me, from then right up until the
time she died. She would call from time to time. She
would give her comments. She would give advice. She
would give me information about internationd
organisations with whom | could make contact and obtain
assigtance for Barbados. She would just give the feeling
that she was there being supportive and would be there if
| called on her. She entertained me a her residence and
was very gracious to me at a persond level. | fed truly
grateful for the assistance and support she extended to me
during the time | have hdd the office o Miniger d
Hedth.

Like the rest of Barbadians,| mourn the passing o
this very distinguished Barbadian. But | thrk that Dame
Nita, certainly the Dame Nita that | knew and came to
understand and love, and | would want to pause, Mr.
Speaker, to say that there are other human elements about
Dame Nita. Members spoke about the fact that she liked to
entertain and cook. The Honourable Member for S.
Michael East spoke about the preparation of seafood and
her kill at entertaining and her culinary skill which is a
ddll | understand she shared with her brother, though |
have never been entertained by him.

| would also like to say, Mr. Speaker, for the record
that Dame Nita also loved to dress. She liked clothes. She
enjoyed good clothes, She enjoyed shopping and choosing
fine things. She liked to hear that she was well accoutered
and there were times when she and | would talk about
clothes, style and fashion. It redly brought a human
perspective to this person because we do not often see or
come to fully appreciate that human element.
420 p.m.,

To return to the point | was &, like Barbadians | do
mourn her passing but | do not think that Dame Nita,
though she would have understood our tears, would want
us to keep crying;. | think, Mr. Speaker, what she would
want isfor usto rejoice not in her death, but in her life, in
the fact that she was able to live such a unique and
diginguished career, the fact that she was able to
accomplish so much, to live along and happy life, that she
did not suffer at theend of her lifeand that she loved and
was loved by dl Barbadians. | think those are the thingson
which we must focus rather than keeping crying. We must
focus on a life of distinction and reflect on the love,
digtinction and honour that she brought to our country.
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Mr. Speaker, | am happy to join with thosesupporting
this Resolution.

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | too would
like to support the Resolution before this Honourable
House and also offer my sincerest condolences to the
family of the late Dame Nita Barrow.

| must admit that | did not know the late Governor-
Genera too well, like an ordinary person | read and heard
alot about the Governor-General,| admired her because o
her smplicity. | believe that she was one o the most
prepared Governors-General for the job. Born of amiddle
class family, born out of the Springer and the O’Neal
family, | believe that family may have contributed to the
political, socia and economic development of this country
more then any other family, and therefore | would just
want to say that she was born to beone dof the great leaders
of this country.

As | said, Sir, | did not know her very well. | have
read of her achievements, lots of which have been taked
about here today. | believe she was a well-bred, well-
disciplined person. | did not eat any of her food like some
Honourable Members, | did not sit at her table, because |
was never invited, but the point must be mede that she was
an excellent Barbadian Governor-Generd. | believeshewas
well-loved, well-respected by theordinary man. Shewasan
international woman, a woman who bdieved that black
people could rise to the top. | believe she was most loved
by children, by women and men of al walksof lifein this
country. Therefore, | must salute her achievements. | must
sy that | believethat in the next coupleof years men and
children will read and marvelled at her achievements, 0 |
would like just to say that the late Governor-General was
indeed a“great Barbadian and | would like to pay ny
respects to her.

Thank you,

M. L. R. TULL: Mr. Speaker, may | very briefly
lend my voice to the effusion of compliments that have
been expressed on the late Dame Nita. Over the last three
weeks Barbadosand much of this region have been flooded
with the tributesthat have been paid to her. | certainly do
not intend to repeat a lot of what | have heard both in the
House today or in the wider Barbadian community.

[, must however, have on behdf of my family sy
how profoundly grateful we are for the kindness and
generosity that she hasalwaysshown to my family. Indeed,
my grandson, Sir, was quite pften her guest and he hed the
privilege of running all over the floors at Government
House. She was aways insisting that he come and visit. |
marvel a the fact that a her age she was able to run
behind him and keep up with him, but she was aways
anxious when you went to pick him up to have him stay a
little longer.

| remember dso, Sir, from time to time she would
call me and invite me to come to Government House to
meet some of her connections from the internationd
community and she would introduce me quite often as
someone they should meet, when | expected it to be the
other way round, but that was the nature of the woman.

The Resolution refers to her commitment to the
nurturing of family life, women's organisations and
movements, community serviceand so on. It aso mentions
the dimination of racial prejudice and discrimination. |
would wish, if | had seen thisResolution, to ask that it dso
include eimination of class, prgjudiceand bigotry. Thisis
important, Sir, because a lot of the things that have been
said about Dame Nita related to the way she interacted
with people & al levels. Her background, her upbringing,
her training, her social connections. Much o her life well
prepared her for seeing people as important in themselves
and she had a very easy way with them of which | can
attest. She would quite often, certainly in conversations
with me, speak out againgt the residua bigotry that was
il haunting the land of Barbados and quite often
expressed her own wish that something could be done to
bring about a onenessin this community. She was not able
to achieve it in her life, but when one sees what has
happened over the last three weeks since her desth and the
way in which Barbadiansof al waks of life have put aside
their differences and have united as one in snging the
praisesof this eminent lady, perhaps we might be on the
way of having achieved in death what she could not
achievein life.

On behdlf, as| said, my family and mysdlf, | wish to
associate mysdf as fully as possible with the Resolution
before the House and extend to her relatives, as | have
done dready persondly, but now publicly, our profound
feding of lossat her passing, and our sympathy with them.

Thank you, Sir.

Hon. R. S. C. TOPPIN: Mr. Speaker, 1 wish to fully
endorse the sentiments expressed by my colleagues this
afternoon. | cannot profess that | ever knew the late
Governor-Genera personaly, | cannot profess that | ever
took shrimp or any other fish to her residence, but | would
say that | redly and truly only started to come into contact
with her subsequent to September 6, 1994. One thing |
quickly observed was that despite her internationa acclam
and al the achievementsshe hed reached in life, she redly
never logt touch with the technique of simplicity.

430 p.m,

| want just to elaborate becauseit is easy for someone
with great intellectua achievement to have that
accompanied by snobbery and al the other obnoxious
features that can go with it. | must sy that in
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my encounters with the late Dame Ruth NitaBarrow, at the
various functionswhich | had to attend she was aways a
very straightforward, smple and down to earth person.

| well remember that at a function at Government
House to toast to Her Mgjesty the Queen that when the
time came for the toadt, she literaly just said, "To the
Queen." Everyone was waiting but she figured that the
occasion merited her getting to the point, getting on with
theoccasion of |etting thefunction proceed. That i s perhaps
an extremeview of smplicity. But | just mede the point to
sy that what | admired in her was the fact that she
connected with you very naturally. \WWhenever she spoke t 0
you, you felt that she was actualy speaking with you and
not a you. That is, in my view, a very great attribute of
one who would have attained the heights that she did, She
did not lose the human touch.

| would just like, at this stage, to offer my sincerest
condolences to the family and to say that | do believe that
Barbados has lost a stalwart and a very great individual,

Thank you, Mr. Spesker.

Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER: Mr. Spesker, I rise to
join, just briefly, on this occasion in bringing condolence
to the family of the late Dame Nita Barrow as well as to
people of Barbados who lost a great lady of the soil,

| am impressed by what | have seen of the late Dame
Nita. | do not claim to know her as well as othersdid but
| sometimes tend to form impressions of people by how
they relate to other people and by their body language in
any given situation. The few times that | have been clase
to her, | can say that | was welcome in her presence and
hat | was seeing someone who redly cared for all
Barbadians.

| recall going to Government House when | wasbeing
installed as a Justice of the Peace and, also, as a Member
of Parliament and | got the fedling then that | was in the
presence of someone who was a horma human being like
al of us, one who understood what Barbados was all about
and one who could make contact with people from all
stationsin life.The atmospherewas one of grest welcome,
We dl felt at home. At least, | felt a home Whenever 1
feel at home in a place | believe that most people would
because | can sense when there is tenson in any
environment. | must say that, even though we werein the
hallowed walls of Government House, the tenson was
absent because of the persondity of the lady.

I am impressed with the fact that when she left
school, she entered a profession which was not one of the
great professons such as medicine or law, but she entered
a relatively humble profession, the profession of nursing

which, from an early stage, showed that she cared about
people because she wanted to be of service to people to
ensure that the peopl€e's health was looked after.

Sometimes, Sir, people in entering these kinds of
professions, if they do not have self-confidence, might
believethat thet is the beginningand the end of them asfar
&5 their professond career or their involvement in this
country, is concerned.

But having entered that profession, she decided to
teke it serioudy and to exploreit to the maximum so that
she attained excellencein that profession. It was through
attaining excellencein a profession that othersat that time
would not have felt would have led her in that direction
that she was able to make a great mark on the Caribbean
scene and on the international scene.

| am aso heatened by the fact that this lady
understood what Christian values were al about. | have to
remark on that, Sir, because we live in a society in which
people tend to forget the value of Christian principles.

When we reflect on the contribution of Dame Nita, |
think we can perhaps say that her Christian orientation
could have accounted for the success which she achieved
because she was involved in something which was not
bringing her any financial reward. But | believeit brought
her an emotiona rewardand, Sir, | believeit will bring her
aspiritua reward, Her whole attitude reflected a Chrigtian
Spirit, a spirit of one who was sure of hersdlf and one who
understood that we are all human beings subject to the will
of God and we are al people whose destiny will be
determined by how we behave, while on earth, and who all
lie under the hands of a divine person.

| believe that the contribution that she made to the
YWCA, to the Worldwide Conferences of Churches and
her involvement at that time should not be minimized. |
also believethat her involvement helped to develop her into
the kind of person that we are all speaking abouit.

This brings us to the point that we need, within our
ingtitutions, to try to inculcate in people the values which,
over time, have proven to be very essential for life and,
which, manifested in the being of Dame Nita have given
Barbados one of the great personsin the world.

| believeif she were not bom in Barbados, perhaps,
she might have gone on to be even bhigger for the person
that she was coming from a small, Caribbean country.
Looking a that, Sir, we can say that she was truly a
magnificent person and it could only have been because
of some inner spirit which was leading her forward
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aways, not only in search of her own aggrandizement but
in search of doing something good for humanity,

When we heard the Minister of Labowr and the
Minigter of Education spesk of Dame Niis and how she
responded at the Stadium h % ¢alypso finals, here we
were seeing a person who was a human being, anatura
person, not a person Who was o concerned about puitting
on that aura to be S0 different that things that normal
human beings do that she would presand that thess were
nor things to be done,

| must reflect too N the fact it she dealt = as
attested here by my comradefrom St. George South - with
peopleof all waks of life, Not only did s#¢ do that, she
was concerned, c5he said about the fact that we need to
break down a lot of the class tarriars that exist in this
country, Also the fact that she was involved in the black
struggle and that She was able to assist in freeing Nelson
Mandela, being part of those aminen persons Who were
able to make a contribution to w4 the freeing d Nelson
Mandela shows us the ki nd of person (has She was

While| did not think that | would hav# had time to
speak, while| did not want to imposeon the House, while
| did not know, as some others did, the fact that she hes
teen associated with those ki nds of efforts have, perhaps,
so touched my soul and my conscience that | had no choice
but to say these few words, because shs represents the
ideal person to me the kind of person | would want to
aspire to be, the male person representing the vaues tha
she had, the only difference being that she was in the
femae form and | an in the nal € form. Her struggle for
the black cause, her involvement with peopleall across the
class lines, ha Chrigian involvement, her community
outreach, the fact that she started in what was an humble
professon and was ableto risein that professon by means
of offering h a servics and not only looking to be seen or
to be heard, not looking just for money but looking to
make a contribution. If only we in Barbados could reflect
on what she stood for and try to emulate those qualities
that shemanifested, | believe thiscountry would beabetter
place. | believe we would s¢¢ better citizensand | believe
that we would ss2 better community leaders and we would
see better leadersgenerdly if weonly reflecton her lifeas
it was,

440 pm,

Sir, today | am honoured to be here to pay tribute to
the late Dame Nita Barrow and | want to assure her family,
based on our sentiments heretoday, that Dame Nita will go
down in history asoneof the great people in this country
and one whom the children of this country should know
about. | believe we could have a history written about her,

ha\os?q/ someonelooking at her from a different angle,

e

e hed vaues, she had thekind d qualitieswhich .

| believe our children should admire and which we should
aspire t 0, With those few words, Sir, | want to say | am
pleased to support the Resolution that is before thisHouse,

M, D, CARTER: M, Speaker, | would like to join
other Honourable Membersaf this Housein supporting this
Resolution, Obvioudy | would a0 like to endorse all the
good sentiments of th¢ others. Dame Nita Barrow was a
lady of outstanding cheracter and | believe that mogt
Barbadians would like to emulate ha, | did not know her
well but certainly the only occasion | met her, the warmth
which she exuded helped me to feel very comfortable. |
believe that she was a person who will aways be
remembered in the society and she will adways be
rememberad in the world for the work which she has done.
It is interesting to note that she is not noted as one of the
academics o this world but the heights she has reached
would be a lesson to mogt of us

| certainly would hope that in the future we will have
a Governor-Generd who would be able to reach the same
levels which she has reached and | know that this country
would be beer for such a person, | would like at thistime
to express condolences to her family on behdf of my
condtituency and certainly on behdf of my family ad
myself, Thank you,

His Honour R. D. MARSHALL: M:, Speaker, | too
would like to lend support for this Resolution before this
Honourable House thisafternoon. Thelate Dame Ruth Nita

. Barow in my estimation was a person with great humility,

| first camein contact with the late Dame Nita before she
was the Governor-Genera of thiscountry. When | met her
it wasat a sdlon where | was waiting for my wife and a
the time the late Dame Nitawas sitting under thedr yer and
her car was blocking the driveway. Shesaid to me, "Y oung
gentleman would you mind moving my car for me please?"
What | am getting at, Sir, is the humble way, dthough at
the time she was a person who was representing this
country overseas and was here on vacation, athough she
knew whom she was, she asked me the favour in a very
humble way and subsequently | met her a week or S0 after
and she was still very gpologetic to me, for asking me to
move her car for her. And then again, on the occasion
when my daughter was invested as a Queen's Guide she
was the person who presented the Queen's Guides with
their certificatesand so on. At theend of the ceremony the
way she went out there and interacted with those young
ladies, it was done in a very humble way, in a motherly
way.

Mr. Spesker, | then met her when | became a
Member of this Honourable House and on going to
Government House | never thought she would have
remembered me. Again it shows tha athough she wes a
person Who travelled the world and met with people from
al waksdf life, she still remembered humble people.
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| wish to associate mysdf and extend my sympathy
to the membersdf the family and Mends o the late Dame
Nitaand | would liketo end, Sir, by remembering Paul the
Apostle, Paul likened death to the end of a race, where in
2 Timathy 4:7 he said "l have fought a good fight, | have
finished my course, | have kept the faith," To Dame Nita,
shefought the good fight, she hed finished her race and she
has kept her faith. | thank you,
4,50 p.m,

Hon. Miss B, A. MILLER: Mr. Spesker, Sir, the
tributes in this Chamber have been severa and eloquent
and | would wish t 0 do what we do not normaly do &t this
time, but in deference to the late Dame Nita Barrow, |
would wish to read into the record of the House the
Resolution which it is proposed should be forwarded t o the
family, It reads as follows:

"HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

WHEREAS the late Dame Ruth Nita Barow,
G.CM.G,, D.A,, Governor-General of Barbadosfrom
the 6th day of June, 1990 until her degth on the 19th
day of December, 1995 served our country, the
Caibbean and the wider world with sngular
diginction in a multifaceted caresr:

AND WHEREAS, in particular, in her outstanding
life of public service, the late Dame Nita made great
contributionsas anurse, hedth careadminigtratorand
advisor, as President of the World Coundl o
Churches,as World President of the Y oung Women's
Chrigtian Association, as Convenor o Forum *85 in
Nairobi, Kenya, asa Member of the Commonwedth
Group of Eminent Persons Misson to South Africa,
1986, which helped to precipitate the liberation and
emancipation of South Africaand as our Ambassador
to the United Nations a& a crucid period in our
higory:

AND WHEREAS Dare Nita's commitment to
nurturing family life, to women's organizations and
movements, to community serviceand to the struggle
for the equality of sexesand the dimination d racid
prejudice and discrimination were centrd pillars of
her life, culminating in the award to her o the
Caribbean Award for Womenand the Caribbean prize
for Peace through the Struggle for Jutice:

AND WHEREAS in her dedication to her onn
family Dame Nita was an exemplar of the highest
virtues

AND WHEREAS as Hg Excdlency the
Governor-Gengrd of Barbados Dame Nita manifested
and demondratedat all times the noblest idedsof her

office and rendared unsurpassed service to her
country and its causes:

BE IT RESOLVED THAT this House extend our
sincere condolences to the family o the late Dame
Nita on the sad occasion of their great loss

AND BB IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT this
House moun with her family and our Nation the

deepest sense of |oss N the passing of a great lady,
Dame Ruth Nita Barrow."

Mr, SPEAKER: | woud like to associate this
Honourable Chair in expressing condolences. So much has
been said, There is nothing redly Ieft for me to say, |
would smply like to say that during the time | have known
Dame Nita | haw dways found her to ¢ a sincsrs and
humble person Who seemed to have a great ahility to get
on wdl with everyone He humility, sincerity and
compasson were to me some vay outstanding
characteristics thet redlly seemed to endear her to everyone
she came in contact with,

On bendf of my family, constituency and mysdf, |
would like to extend my sincere condolencest o her family
and friends. This Honourable House with acdam will
support the Resolution of sympathy. As a mark of respect
for the |ate Governor-General, | now ask all Membersto
join with me in observing one minute slence,

The House stood for one minute silence,

Hon, R, C, EASTMOND: M. Spesker, | take it that
we are till under the heed o "Obituaries’ and so | riseto
speak on behdf of Members on this side on the occadon
of the passing on 22nd November, 1995 of Cato Ebenezer
Payne, father of the Honourable Member for . Andrew
and Minister of Public Transpert and Housing.

Mr. Speaker, as lifewould have had it, Cato Ebenszer
Payne lived for 95 years during which he enjoyed arich
and vaied life from the point of view o his may
experiences. At one time he practised as a joiner taking
wood and wooden parts and assembling them into finished
products during the time when this country Barbados was
able to witnesscraftamen and artisans use ther skillsalong
with indigenous resources to convert these resourcesinto
finished products. In those days, too, Mr. Payne was able
to lend a hdping hand to may an goprentice who
interested in the kills of a joiner, urned to Mr. Payne for
advice which he readily gave. Mr. Paynea so enjoyed life
as whet we in Barbadoscdl in our own unique Barbadian
way a"gpeculator”. Such aperson, Sir, and | believe sonie
of these people have gone an so far as to be the precursors
of Prime Minigersd Barbados, is one who will buy farm
animas and sl them usually through their wits from
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the point of view of marketing and subsequently gaining
the best profit in the circumstances where sometimes it
ook several days for the seller t 0 realize thet it war some
act of tremendous skills 0N the part O the buyer thet
permitted himto part company with his aalmal and such
\zs, But, ivir, Payne, never enjoyed the reputation as king
apractitioner of 1hurp practices. | remember he and a maa
¢alled Neil Campbell Who predeceased him by about 15
years \were the best Known speculators of Orange Hill in
those days. Thess were gentlemen Who travelled the length
and breadth of the North and sometimes weat beyondthe
Nerth and gained reputations as being s2r1ons contributing
in their own way to our cultural life and at the same time
these men wore ableto spread ther wings far. [n the last
20 years, Mr. Speaker, Mr, Cat 0 Ebenezer Payne [ur sued,

| believe more as a hobby than anything else, life as a
farmer rearing livestock. \What is very significant cbout
this, Mr. Speaker, is8 that in hie last 20 years Mr. Payne
would literdlly walk about 3 miles each day to take his
cows t0find the best pastures. He would walk from Crange
Hill, St. Jamss t 0 Blowers aad Portvale down-hill with his
cows and thea walk back Up. Mr, Speaker, | observed him
doi ng that early on mornings between 6.30 am. and 7.30
am, Thars is dwayr soms advantage in being on th road
at 6,30 am. whether leaving home 0 going home as can
be proven by some on WV side of this Honourable House,

It war excursions like these that | was able to
encounter Mr Cato Ebenezer Payne early on mornings
xiag out hils livestock.

Now | knew aim wdl enough, Mr. Speaker, to tell
yau the he wes a father of enormous discipline, He
inculcated in his children attitudes of hard work. He made
it clear that natural 2hility by itself L not enough, thet hard
work and discipline went into making men &f your boys
Heproduced inhis timea¢hartared accountant who prefers
to t222h, He produced a lawyer. He produced a nurse and
one o his children even learned at a young aget o make
bullding blocks. He produced M engineer. He also made
sure that his children did not just rly on their natural
intslligence but they apply themselves to life with
datsrmination, There |s noPaynefrcmOrange Hill who is
not determined.

5.00 p.m.

Cato Ebenezer Payne, Mr. Speaker, had a brother
cdled Fitz Payne Who, | believe, was father to a former
Honourgble Mamber of this House for $. James Nrth

Fiz Payne a like Fitz, Cato worked the land. They

worked hard and were deterpined t 0 make sure that thar
children succeeded in life. He married Alserting Delcina
Payne for in excess Of 60 years, a marriage Which was
terminated only by his death &t 95 years,

As much as the fact that Caio Ebenezer Payne never
becameknown for beinginvolvedin politics much asitis

true that he never became ateacher or acommunity leader
in apolitical Or commercid ssns¢, he was a man Who wes
able to set an example in his community to make a
contribution in every way t 0 the community,and in his last
days he nacke an outstanding contribution to the Christian
Mission Gurch

As | wish his family well, as | empathise with them
intheir bereavement, a4 | remark on hishumility | want his
family to take comfort, 1. Speaker, in the words o S.
Mathew Chapter 5 verses 3 - 5

"Blessed are the poor in spirit; for thers is the
kingdom o heaven.

Blessed ¢ they tha mourn; for they dhdl be
comforted.

Bleswd are themeek; for they shdl inherit the earth."

Me, Speaker, With these remarks | beg t 0 move that
the normal Resolution which \W HonourableHouse would
pass & this ime be moved and passed onto the family of
the late Cat 0 Ebenezer Payne to whom, on behd f of the
Members of this House, | extend our most sincere
sympathies,

Thank you very much.

Me, B. M. TAITT: Mr. Speaker, itisgood thet weare
able under this Hed to celebratet he life of one who has
lived past the age of $0. @r only regret, | have no doult,
would ¢ that we are nat able to celebrate the century,
Even though the Honourable Member would have had the
opportunity to observe his father in dl of his prigine
correctness oS adisciplinarian, | think even a theage df 95
there is dtill some sorrow when finaly your dear old men
departs thi s earth.

Those of us who have had the benefit, and it is a
benefitand privilege, o having fatherswho havelived long
liver, know whet a gredt joy it isto spar with the old men
whenheisold and you are ablet o say thingsto i mat that
stage that for many, many years you could not even dare
dream of thinking about. It is a great joy to speak to your
father When he is older and notice the veins in his head
wondering what he would have done had you spoken to
him in that way amere 5 or 10 years beforel

| am grateful to the Honourable Member for S.
James North that he was ablein aquite Sincereand serious
way nonethelessto oring US to a point o levity as we
discussed correctly the life and times of the men o those
years, Th¢ people who lived a thet time, as Y our Honour
knows, were the real people of Barbados They are the
ones ~ we say the salt f the earth = but they are t he ones
who mede this Barbadosinto what it is
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| have often spoken about the elderly primarily
because | have known my parents as poor and elderly and
therefore | can spesk with passion, | did not know Cato
Ebenezer Payne personaly but the mere fact of his name
tellsyou what kind of personhe was. A few weeks ago we
buried Leroy Trotman’s father and the Eulogy could have
been the same. When we think of these men and women
who nurtured them we could almost say the same thing for
each of them.

We are so lucky as Honourable Members, We are
described in this House as the Honourable Member for this,
and the Honourable Member for that, We ae praising the
father of the Honourable Member for St. Andrew and
really when you think about that, the Honourable Member
for 8t. Andrew, or the Honourable Member for St Michael
West, or the Honourable Member for wherever, could not
posshly have dreamt when we were born, and the
circumstances that were their lot, that we could ever be
described as the Honourable Member for anywhere, The
fact that all of us are in here at this time and we ae able
to share in both the'joy and sorrow of the Honourable
Member's bereavement and that of his very large family,
is a tribute to those people,

In rising to pay tribute to yet another old man of the
soil, we on this side join with our colleagues on the other
sde in extending condolences, but a the same time
rejoicing with the HonourableMember for St. Andrew that
he had the benefit of afamily lifein afamily sired by this
distinguished Barbadian, | say "distinguished Barbadian'
not merely to usethe language, When | say "distinguished,"
and we are talking about these kinds of people, | usualy
can say it with passion because | know that these are truly
the distinguished Barbadians,

Earlier we paid tribute to a great woman and we were
able to do that at a certain level but when we spesk of
these people whom we know and love so well, we can
Spesk of them with real joy. The Honourable Member may
not live so long. We would that he could, but he may not,
having been brought up in this world that we now inherit
which is permeated with al kinds of negatives. We drive
from one point to another to pick up the newspaper. We
livealifestylethat seesal cohol not asarecreationa pursuit
but rather as something to be decimated on a continuous
basis.

Aside,

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The Honourable Member is
remongtrating that | may be misrepresenting a lot of those
old fellows but those old fellows used to drink
systematically. They did not deviate from either the
quantity or the quality of their liquor. They remained
Steadfast to a particular brand. And as my father once told

me, "therein |ies the secret, Y ou must never take more than
you should at anyone time."

Mr. Speaker, as | said, Sir, we were able t o do thisin
the spirit of levity and jollity but, nonetheless, our feelings
are sincere. | wish the Honourable Member would convey
to hisvery largefamily, some of whom | have known even
better than | know him, my own personal and my family's
sincerest condolences on the passing of that great man, |
love hie name = Cato Ebenezer Payne.

Hon, Miss B. A, M LLER M. Speaker, speaking on
my own behalf, and | believe On behalf of the Members On
this side, | would like to say that | did not how Cato
Ebenezer Payne but | know his son, our colleague, and
knowing Cato Ebenezer Payne through his son who is our
colleague, then good things may be spoken of Cato
Ebenezer Payne,

| would wantt o share some of the sentiments uttered
by the Honourable Member for St. Michael West who
spoke before me, These are men of honour, Theseare men
who came through the hard times in this century that is
rapidly coming to a close, Theseare the men who brought
our generation on their backs to where it is today, and
these are the men we must revere. These are the men who
command our respect, It isclear, Sir, that we are at a time
now in our liveswhen our old peopleareleavingusandin
due course we will become the older generation, We will
become the old people. It is, | think, Sir, a good thing that
many people of the generation of Cato Ebenezer Payne
would have lived to see, savour and be part of the success
for which they were so largely responsible, the success
which has come to their children and the generation of
their children, Those of us who, like the Honourable
Member for St. Andrew, were so fortunateto have a parent
into old age, far enough to the day to see and to be ableto
gratify parents with a life that mirrored the great sacrifice
that was made by our parents' generation, to see it so well
gratified in one's children is not given to all and it was
clearly given to Cato Ebenezer Payne. He, | believe, was
a man who, from everything | have heard, would have
given much to his children and from what we are hearing
today, his children would have given much back to him
and back to Barbados. Without meeting him, through his
son, who is our colleague, | believe | know the nature of
the man, and when | hear the word "determination" | know
it to be manifested in the Honourable Member for St.
Andrew and it isa virtuein him.
510 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, without too much more ado, |
would wish to add to the sympathy and the condal encesof
others to the family of the Honourable Member for st.
Andrew upon the passing of thisgreat patriarch.

| thank you, Sir.
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Hon, Miss M, A, MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, |
would wish t 0 associate mysdf with what his been stated
fhur far andto ray that it must be & very difficult thlnag to
lose afather, It is not an experience which | have yot M,
but certainly from my experience t o dats with people hoth
in my professional and personal liver, and belng there for
persons, it is perhgps one of the most debilitating
experiences, | antd d, that ahuman king can experience,
It {s even more O, | believe, when you have had e
opportunity to spend O much of your life with @it petson
being then, The family of the late Cato Ebenezer Payns
would have hadthe opportunity of having his guidance, his
presence, his support for a considerable period of Hms in
his 95 years, and indeed his wife would have had that
experience for over 60 years. That adjusirasal is not one
that will come easly to those who wets ¢loss and dear tO
him. Having sad that though, Sr, what (s reassuring aad
comforting is the memory and tné gasy of the care and
support given by that person Wile they were Uving to
those close around him,

As ny colleagues have said already, Sir, it {s clear,
and certainly if you know the Honourable Member for S.
Andrew, you would know that the typs of character,
commitment of purpose and a sense of compassion that he
displayscould really only be nurtured in » household where
there was a person who was prepared t 0 develop in them
a sense o disipling, a sense of caring and a sense in
which they understood thet they hadt o live liver of service
in particular to assist those around them who may have
been more needy than themselves, In those circumstances,
Sv, itisredly acreditto the |ate Cato Ebenezer Payne that
he was able to inculcate in his children that sense of
responsibility, that sense of commitment, the awareness of
discipline, SO as to make them all better men and women
not only for themsdves but for thelr family, their
community and their country, Inthe circumstances, Sir, it
becomesall the moreimportant and touching, because there
are dl too many children in our midst who continue today
not to have the benefit, either physicaly or indeed
sometimes spiritually, of thet elder person, be it a parent,
or godparent or a guardian in the context of our society,
who is prepared to invest thetime and the earing necessary
to ensure that as children their persenalitiss and thar
character are cgpable of developing to their maximum.

Anyone who has had the opportunity to work closely
and to know the Honourable Minister of Public Transport,
would be in no doubt as to the extent to which he has
benefited from that nurturing and that sensedf commitment
and service and discipline. He is perhaps the most
organised person | know, full stop, and | have no doubt
that thet is born out of discipline to organise his mind, his
time and his work and in those circumstances he would
have benefited considerably, certainly from what 1 would
have heard from the Honourable Member for S. James

North, at to thetype of life his father l&d. | must say that
be nimself has been very modest in speaking about his
fatker, but then thir, & | said, in not an easy thing to do,
but | believe that within us all there must be a sense of
canfusion, because how am one experience such pain with
sush thanksgiving for the fact that he could have spent 95
years ot this earth*

In the circumstances | would wish to associate myself
with this Resolution and to extendt o the family of the late
Cato Ebenezer Payne, and in particular the Honourable
Member for St. Andrew, my condolences and indeed my
wnse of association with their suffering,

Thank you.

Mr. SPEAKER | would like t o very briefly associate
this Qar with all the kind remarks that have been said. |
personally did not know Cato Payne, but | was very
fortunate t 0 be at school many, many years ago with two
d his sons, | remember the many mornings we walked
together across the Bow Road and | believe that dl those
qualities of determination, respect, sharing especidly in
tos days, whether it be sharing lunch or what have you,
came from the precepts laid down by the father. | Sincerely
hope now that the Honourable Member for St, Andrew
would continuein that same vein of sharing, It will not be
{uach anymore, but | am sureit will be thingslike jobs and
so on, | know the Honourable Member for St. Andrew has
not logt that quality at al, | know the Honourable Member
for St. Andrew has not lost that quality at al,

520 p.m,

ThisHouse, with acclaim, will support the Resolution
of sympathy and, as a mark of respect, | now ask all
Mniers to stand with me and observe one minute's
slence.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg to
move that Standing Orders 6, 16, 18.20, 42(5), 43 and 44
be suspended for the rest of thisday's Stting.
Rt. Hon. O. S, ARTHUR: 1 beg to second that, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Mr. SPEAKER: Government Business is now the
Order of the Day. Order No. 3.




RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE LEASE TO
BARBADOS LIGHT AEROPLANE CLUB
OF THEPARCEL OFL A .AT
GRANTLEY ADAMS INTER-
NATIONAL AIRPORT IN
THE PARISH OF
CHRIST CHURCH

Order No. 3 was called = To move the passing of a
resolution to approve the lease to Barbados Light
Aeroplane Club of land at Grantley Adams |nternational
Airport, Christ Church.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Spedker, Sir, this is a
resolution in connection with the renewal of alease of
8 220 square metres of land & the Grantley Adams
International Airport to the BarbadosLight AeroplaneClub.

It is proposed to grant this lease to the Club. In
Augus, 1966, the Club entered into an Agreement with the
Govenunent of Barbados to lease a parcd of land
comprising approximately 2 acresof land at the Airport for
a period of 25 years at a nomind rental of 25 cents per
m u m with the option to renew for a further period of 25
years on the same terms and conditions, except the
provision for renewad.

The licence was granted on the basis that the
company was formed for promoting the science of flying
and intended to gpply its profits or other income in
promoting its objects and to prohibit the payment of any
dividend to its members. It appears that it was, for this
reason that the nominal rental of 25 cents per year was
charged.

In May, 1977 the Club sought permissionto sublet to
Aero Services (Barbados) Limited the hangar building
which was constructed by the Club on part of the lands
leased to it. The Club was permitted to sublet its hangar
building to Aero Services (Barbados) Limited on the basis
that the revised rental payable by the Club should be at the
rate of $8 712 per annum with effect from September 19,
1979 with a review every 10 years or at such earlier time
as any change in the terms of the sub-lease required.

Lease agreement between the Barbados Light
Aeroplane Club and the Government of Barbadoscontinued
with this variation until it expired on April 14, 1991. No
further lease was done between the period 1991 and 1996,
up to the present time, that is. Negotiations toek place
between the Minigtry and the Club and it was findly
agreed to grant the Club afurther lease for afurther period
o 25 years a an initia rent of $14 400 per annum with
effect from April 15, 1991 with rent reviews every 5 years
and, on the basis, that the Club will be responsible for the
payment of land taxes, utilities and other outgoings and

charges arising out of its use of the premises. The Club
will also be granted permission to sublet its hangar building
to Trans-Island Air, the successor to Aero Services
(Barbados) Limited.

It should be noted that, dthough the hangar building
is owned by the Barbados Light Aeroplane Club, it is the
Airport authorities' direct responsibility to ensure that the
hangar is considered fit to mantan aircraft to the
regulatory standard of ar worthiness. It is proposed that the
initial rent for thefirst 5 yearsshould thereforebe $14 400
per m um for the following reasons:

() The Club is a non-profit making organization
and it does not pay dividendsor bonus.

(20 The Club refurbished the hangar building to a
dandard acceptable to the Chief Technicd
Director of Aviation at its own expense.

And:

(3) Thehangar facility provides, inter alia, an outlet
for the development of a certain technica
aviation skill and an important support service
by way of arcraft maintenance and storage of
spares. It should be noted that in addition to
revenue collected by the Barbados Government
by way of land rent and taxes, the Government
benefits by way o fees and other statutory
payments from the business generated at the
hangar building.

Parliamentary approvd is now therefore sought for
this resolution of the said 8 220 square metres of land at
Grantley AdamsInternational Airport to the BarbadosLight
Aeroplane Club in the terms mentioned.

| beg to move that this resolution do now pass.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for S.
Michael Eadt.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, this resolution Wl
not be opposed by the Members of the Opposition.

There are a few comments that we would want.to
place on the record that maybe relevant to this resolution
and | Would seek to do so as quickly as possible.

For many, many years, the Light Aeroplane Club has,
infact, been providing an outlet for thoseflying enthusiasts
who are excited by the skies and | was one of them
probably 30 years ago. It is an aea that can provide
sgnificant enjoyment for several nationalsand itisan area
certainly in terms of the development of tourism that
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would provide entertainment and an outlet for visitorsdike
to experience the smaller idands around the Caribbean, et
cetera.

There are some conditions that are attached to this
lease arangement in this resolution which are quite
acceptable and we have no divide. But | amconcernedthat,
in Barbados today in 1995, 1996 that we still have a
Stuation where an aircraft as recently as a week or some
10 days ago should be making its way to the shores of
Barbados and runs into the kindsof problems that we have
observed and whether thereis going to be an enquiry into
that, over a short period o time.

530 p.m.

But it isdf great concern to me, Sir, that the facilities
that are offered and the attitude towards the provision of
maintenance and the preservation of proper functioning
arcraft can be reduced to the extent that within this region
we have an aircraft that hasindeed created some anxiety in
the minds of dl Barbadians and certainly in the minds of
the flying public. | would publicly like to congratulate the
pilot who wasinvolved in that most recent experience. Not
only would I like to compliment for having landed the
arcraft in his own words, as quietly as he was killed to do
because he felt that was the right thing to do but what was
outstanding was that he had an atitude which sought to
preserve the lives of his passengers even though he was
into a difficult Stuation.

| just want to make the point that thisis an area that
impressed me and | would like to congratulate hm for
what he did. I compliment him for focussng on his
passengersduring a very difficult experience. It bringsme,
Sir, to this, there are a number of questions regarding the
release of this land which we want to have ariswered in
relaion to aviation as it relates to Barbados. This area is
one that can provide entertainment and it is an area that
tourism can certainly piggy back on, and we would be able
to see the kind of programmes and flying policies put in
place that would dlow members of the public who are
interested to participate. But we must not dlow standards
to drop in this country to the extent that we have to be
confronted by these kindsof Situations from time to time.

When | worked in the arline industry, Sir, | was
respong blefor writing the accident and emergency manual.
| cannot recall which year it was but | was the Chairman
o the Committee that dealt with the accident and
emergency manual which is still being used today and that
work taught me, when | was in that exercise, that an
accident should never happen. There was a strong focusin
those days when we were training to write these manuals
and to understand accident and emergency, that an accident
should never happen and the argument that was used by the
tutors at the time wes thet if everything is done as it is

supposed to be done then an accident should never occur.
That is something that | have aways held in the back of
my mind that if you are doing something you must be
precise in what you are doing and you should ensure that
an accident should never occur.

Yesthelight aeroplane club will have improvements,
yes will have facilities etc., but we have to be aware that
if you are making provisions to clubs or institutions or
whatever that the standards are so maintained in this
country that & no time the public localy, the public
internationally, must have thisfear that something is going
to happen that will endanger their lives.

In addition to that, Sir, the residentsof Fary Vdley,
Parish Land and even as far down as Ealing Grove and
Eding Park continue to be at risk to the fumes of aircraft
coming into this country. My research shows me, Sir, that
the highest level of asthma patients can be found in the
immediate surroundings of the airport. Thet is afact thet |
think any person who wants to research can find out. It is
my information thet it is an area that some attention must
be pad to with regard to the residents there.

| recall that there has been from time to time debate
in this Honourable House on the acquisitionaf the land so
that persons so Sited at present can be resited and not be
exposed to the dements of the jet fumeset cetera. That is
acongderation.

| am aware that the Honourable Minigter is a very
neet person. | have known him from school days and he is
avery meticulous person and | amsure that he would want
to pay some attentionto thefinalising of those-acquisitions
as well contiguous to the Light Aeroplane Club area and
we would have to carry some degree of focus as far as the
environment is concerned on behdf of the residents.

| amnot sure if the Honourable Member for Christ
Church East is aware o some of the concerns the residents
have been expressing but it is consdered to be a mgor
problem.

Now, Sir, | would not want to be accused of
digressing from the topic at hand but | think that | would
want to use this opportunity where we are seeking to deal
with the area of international transportation and | would
like to focus very briefly, Sir, on an impasse that seems to
be developing in the area of international transport by way
o the servicing of the needs of the Caribbean people by a
regiona carrier that will ensureus being ableto travel from
point "A" to point "B" within the region at schedulesthat
are gppropriate and in conditions that are acceptableto a
proper level of transportation. Certainly we would want to
ensure that the safety net in terms of accidents and other
emergency procedures are in place and that members of
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the public can fedl very satisfied that the services thet are
being provided at the arport are indeed acceptable,
professond in nature and that they can travel on ther
business without fear of accident or fear of losing ther
lives through wanting to visit a family member or wanting
to travel on business.

For some time there has been a significant argument
developing in the Caribbean about whether we should
continue the operation of a regiond carrier with one that
was losing significant revenue.

Aside.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: ... no, | want to put it in the
record at this time. And a decison was taken that that
could not continue.

Now, Mr. Speaker, in the interest of the Caribbean
people, and to ensure thet we do not find ourselves in a
stuation or with a scenariothat in the not too distant future
we find that the Barbados airport, as well as other airports
within the Caribbean are without a regiond carrier.

540 p.m.

This to my mind, Sir, will be provoked unless there
isan agreement within the Caribbean region and thet there
isaclear policy position as to where we stand as to where
we stand as a Caribbean peoplein the area of a regiona
carrier. It isclear to me, Sir, and | will spesk very briefly
on it that if the present trend continues that both or al
three operatorsright now within the Caribbean region are
going to nose-dive and they will become acaamity and the
Caribbean people will certainly be without a regiona
carrier.

Now | believe, Sir, that...

Mr. SPEAKER: Honourable Member, is your word
"nose-dive" | believethat is your way of getting back the
land so you would not get too far from the topic? You are
coming back down | believe.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, sometimeswhen you
are flying and | have had some experience, Sir, and you
have what is termed a "wind shear" or "wind drift", an
aircraft drifts off courseand you have to put a little power
onto it to get back on course,

Mr. SPEAKER: | am glad you are aware of that.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: | suffered from alittle bit of wind
shear and | will get back on course. | am just making the
point very briefly that | think we must teke this
opportunity. The reason thet | an raising this a this time
now is that | believe, Sir, it is current and that common

sense should prevail throughout the Caribbean region and
that we should not alow insular attitudes to prevail that
will eventudly lead to the demise of a carrier that can
properly service the needs of the Caribbean people. | an
clear in my mind, Sir, that with al of the arguments about
fitting up we are one peoplein the Caribbean. We haveone
image to protect. If we do not rise above these petty
individua positions where this country is fighting to save
jobs in that country or this person wants this here or this
person wants the next thing there, we have to be big
enough as peopleto ensure that the aviation network which
is available to the Caribbean is one that is properly run, it
iswell set out and planned. | have no problem with thefact
that the Resolution noted that the Light Aeroplane Club
will seek to upgrade the hangar facilities and so forth,
because that is precisely what is to happen. This is 1996
and the standards are very high and people are going to
demand throughout the world that standards are kept
whether it is a Light Aeroplane Club or whether it is a
commercid arcraft.

| think this is the point that | want to convey, Mr.
Spesker. We have to continue to upgrade our standard
whether it isin our hangar or whether it is the maintenance
o our arcraft because, as | said, accidents should not
occur. They redly should not occur. | will defer a lot of
what | redlly want to debate when we cometo probably the
Estimates or another opportunity very shortly where we
will be able to have-a full scale debate on aviation in this
country so that we will be able to clear up a lot of these
mattersrather than have to do it under an acquisition where
you do not have the room to develop afull scale debateon
aviation.

Sir, | am just seeking to give my stamp of approva
on this Resolution and urge that my comment being taken
note of by the respective persons, Minidtries or 'the
respective countries and we accept that this Resolution is
in order and we support it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for S.
Michad North.

Hon. R. St. C. TOPPIN: Mr. Speaker, | rise to give
my full support to the Resolution presently before this
Honourable Chamber, It isa Resolution which | am heppy
has not divided the House and 1 redlly wish to support it
because it seeks to give assistance to an organisation that
has played a very significant role aver the yearsand arole
that has substantially gone unnoticed. You hear the name
of the Barbados Light Aeroplane Club so often but you
never know what has been happening. You do not know,
in fact, what has been happening, You do not know that
this is an organisation that has been collaborating with
Governmentand the Civil Aviation Authoritiesin Barbados
to ensure that a large number of persons, obtain a




private pilot's certificate which is a certificate which meets
al international standards and is highly respected around
the world. Once you obtain that local pilot's certificate, it
Isthen relatively easy to go on and obtain your commercial
licence. Thefact is that many pilots who have received the
initial training at the Barbados Light Aeroplane Club are
now employed and flying on airlines such asLIAT, Carib
Express, Trans-1dand Air, Mustique Airways, Deltaand so
on, So it is a licence that has some international acclaim.
While therefore a number of people think of the Club
primarily as a place to enjoy a hobby, thefact is that it has
served as an institution that has provided training and has
been a precursor to higher training and in fact served to
place alot of bread on people's tablesand enabled themto
earn a living for themselvesand their families.

| am aware that the Club has plans to try and have
the commercia licence training done in Barbados rather
than to have to send people overseas to do that training,
They are not in a position at this stage to do it because
they do not have the facilities or equipment, but they plan
to do that as well,

Mr. Speaker, the Club not only playsarolein relation
to individuas, but | am submitting that it actualy playsa
role more directly in relation to the economy of Barbados.
Because of the very high reputation enjoyed by the
certificatethat is awarded by the Club, we have a Situation
now where a Canadian company, the Toronto Flight
Centre, because of the bad weather in Canada and the
inability to get enough flight training for pilots, they
actualy are now in collaboration with the Barbados Light
Aeroplane Club seeking to get us to do the training for
their pilots. Now if that in fact comes on stream, it means
that a large number of people as students will be coming
to Barbados and thereby bringing some foreign exchange
to the country, In fact, | would like to make the point too
that since the Club has training facilities here it thereby
prevents the need for students here to go overseasto train
and that in itself saves Barbados foreign exchange. Of
course, Mr. Speaker, when all that is taking place thereis
a bendfit to the tourism industry which the Honourable
Member for St. Michael East started to speak about. More
visitors come to hotels and spend money at restaurantsand
so on. But it is really not only that tourism role which |
would like to see the Club playing. The Club right now is
the owner, Mr. Speaker, of 2 two-seater basic training
arcraft and a four-seater aircraft as well and it also has
assess to two other four-seater aircraft privately owned by
members. | would wish, Mr. Speaker, to say that with this
fleet of 5 aircraft the company can easily play a role in
tourism in the area of Sky tours or island tours for tourists
coming to Barbados. | certainly intend to discuss with the
Minister and the company in further detail that possibility
to see if and how that can be achieved.

Mr. Speaker, | think that | really need to make the
point that a number of small entrepreneurs and small

businessmen must realize that with some creativity and
disciplinethey can play arole and achieve some successin
thisarea of tourism, Take for example the development of
cruise tourism over which | have responsibility. The
projectionsin Barbados right now are extremely good for
cruise tourism, The projections are that by the turn of the
century we shall se¢ some three-quarters of a million
tourists, We have projectionsof three-quartersof amillion
cruise tourists by the turn of the century. There is nothing
that says that every cruise tourist who arrives in Barbados
has to walk down Broad Street and shop at the big shops
there, Thereis nothing that says they must go to Harrison's
Cave, They can go equally to Swan Street, Suttle Street or
anywhere at all once local entrepreneurs can come with a
suitable and attractive product, | would be happy to see
more attractions because cruise passengers ar¢ anxiousfor
attractions, the more the merrier, There is nothing to pin us
down to the existing stock, as it were, of attractions so |
am happy to see that the Barbados Light Aeroplane Club
IS anxious to play a role in this area by way of the
provision of sky tours and island tours for passengers. |,
therefore, Mr. Speaker, commend the Club.

550 p.m.

The question raised by the Honourable Member for
St. Michael East, | am stating categorically that | have no
intention whatsoever of going into any aspect of the air
crash that recently took place off Barbados, The matter is
under investigation. | thought the Honourable Member
would have respected that and refrained from any comment
whatsoever on the matter, The fact is that it is under
investigation and | am not going to make the sort of
comment he made. At the same time, | am going to
recognisethat a club such asthe BarbadosLight Aeroplane
Club is aso well equipped to operate in the area of
emergency response, search and rescueaswell. Theaircraft
are smal. They are fully instrumented and they can easily
take off or land on short runways, and even in some cases
they can operate on grass strips.

| would like to see the day come when aircraft of that
Size recognise that even in Barbados they can play arole
in terms of rescue or emergency response in Barbados
itself. If, for example, an emergency takes place in St.
Lucy and someoneis trapped behind a steering wheel, there
IS no reason why a light aircraft, helicopter, or whatever,
should not be allowed to take off from a point in Barbados
and fly down to that area and perform arole that is needed
to save a life. | recognise the role the Club wants to play
and | want to give the Club the assurance that | certainly
will be doing al in my power to ensure that it can, in fact,
play a meaningful role in Barbados.

With regard to the terms of the lease, the terms are
reasonable. | know that when the Club wasfirst started in
1966, and | say this with no apology, | commend the




late Errol Barrow for the role he played, and the flight
enthusiasts, who set the company up, and that is a fact. At
that time the lease given to them was for some .25¢ per
year for a 25-year period. Now that was obviously
unredlistic and it was the Land Tax Commissioner, |
believe, who went in and assessed a rental value some 10
years or so into the old lease and found that it was worth
some $8 700 per year, so it was then raised to that. We
now have done areassessment and that has placed a higher
rental value on it than we have agreed to. | think so, but
we are not going to go to the level that was suggested.

At present, | think the terms are reasonable, | thirk
they intend to perform a very worthwhilerolein Barbados,
| would like to see the day come when at some stage, in
terms Of the tenure of the lease, that perhaps the terms for
that could be revised downward, if possible, if
circumstances warrant and permit, | am happy that on all
sides we ae in agreement with the Resolution and there
will come a time = the HonourableMember for St. Michael
East is anxious = when-we would be able to debate all
aviation issues, and I, also, will have alot to say.

The Honourable Member spoke about the fact that
there should never be crashes. | would just like to remind
him that, in fact, when we assumed office we found some
Investigationsin relation to crashesas well so that it is not
as if crashes have begun under this administration. The
Honourable Member must realize and remember that fact,

Now, the Light AeroplaneClubislocated to the south
side of the Airport. | do not think that a discussion of this
nature would be complete without some referenceto plans
to developthe Airport and | think | should say afew words
because that is where the Light Aeroplane Club operates.
It is at the south end of the Airport.

It is obvious to anyone making even a short visit to
the Airport, especially on a Saturday afternoon, that the
Airport as presently configured has really outlived its
usefulness. In fact, when the airport was built and designed
in the 1970s, it was built to cover a 20-year period and, the
20 years are now pretty much up. You have a Situation
where, on a Saturday afternoon especially, | tend to go
there on Saturday afternoons, and you see great congestion
at the Airport. That is good for us because it meansa lot
of tourists, but it is grossly inconvenient to those people
trying to get out and using the premises. Obvioudy, we
have to do something about that sad state of affairs.

The plans are on stream. We are now, in termsof the
Airport Expansion Plan, at the design phaseand the planis
to have the existing structure, amvals and departure,
become just departure with an extended check-in counter
area, lots more duty-free shops for tourists and so on.

The other problem too is that even now you have a
Situation where because of the number of flights there have
been back-ups on some days with aircraft as far down as
the present cargo terminal so there are plans as well to
extend and upgrade the parking apron and indeed the
runway as well, The cargo facility as well is going to be
rebuilt. Thereis going to be a new Arrivals Hall separate
and distinct from the existing physical structure, and we ar¢
really catering for 1 600 visitorsat peak hour. That is the
present plan so we are taking this airport project very
serioudly.

The Honourable Member spoke of the need for some
safety mechanism, | am not going into that in any great
detail. He spoke of the need for some mechanismto be put
in place so that an accident should never happen, | am not
sureif the Honourable Member would really expect that in
these days there is not going to be some accident at some
Stage. It happens al over the world,

There are aso plans on stream to have in place on
Airport Authority as well to manage the entire affairs of
the Airport becauseit isamazing that for all these yearsthe
arport has been run, in fact, strictly by an Airport
Manager. | do not think anyone could accept that to be a
satisfactory state of affairs, but the plans now are to put in
place an Airport Authority. A study is being done now to
see exactly the best option to adopt in terms of the
structure of that Authority.

Sir, | assure the Honourable Member that a number
of steps are now being taken in relation to the Grantley
Adams International Airport.

Mr. Speaker, | see you indicating that you would wish
me to come home but | assure the Honourable Member that
the time will come when there would be the opportunity to
have a very full debate on all aspects of aviation matters
affecting the industry. | too, then, will have a number of
things to say.

With that, Mr. Speaker, | will again endorse my
support for the Resolution.

Thank you.

Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER: Mr. Speaker, | rise to
support this Resolution, but in view of the fact that | have
been drawn into the debate, | felt | should say just a few
words.

Now, the Light Aeroplane Club is established i an
area which lies within my constituency and | have to
address the implicationsfor the residents of this area, The
Honourable Member for St. Michael East aluded to my
representation of the people of Christ Church East so
therefore | felt compelled to rise on this occasion. |




just want the Members of the House to know that my
concern in this regard is only that the safety of the
resdentsin the area just below the airport be assured and
that | amaware of the situation where there ars plans to
remove some of the residents in the flight path. 1 have
spoken to the relevant Ministersabout thisand | amhoping
thet something Can be done about it as soon as possible so
that the residents can be moved to an area of greater safety.
6.00 p.m.

| know sometimes people might not want to move
from an area, but when one looks at the recent incident =
| am not going to comment on it in terms of any matter
that is going to affect thelegality of the issue, but | am
dealing with the principle = when one looks at air traffic
and a the possbilities for accidents within that area,
especialy when airlines are gpproachingthe airport, | think
it isimportant to addressthe issue of housesjust below the
arport. There is also a Stuation where we have a number
of cars which are either parked or parked out just below
the airport, and | do not think this is redly advisable to
park in an' area just where the aeroplanes are descending,
in the Thyne Bottom area. | think we are going to have to
look speedily a addressing that Situation, because one
never knows when a disaster can occur.

Another point | want to make, Sir, isthe need to have
smulation exercises done, on a regular basis, which will
involve the residents of that area, in case there be some
dissster in that area, where rescue teams can be put
immediately into effect. | amhoping that this can be given
congderation, because one never knowswhen adisaster is
going to happen. We had the case of an airline going 17
miles out to sea, but it could have been a mile out, The
point | am making is that we need, as amatter of urgency,
to address those houses which lie in the flight path and to
look a emergency smulaion exercises in the whole
generd areadf Thyme Bottom, Chancery Lane, Wilcox and
Fary Valey. Those areas need to be addressed and | hope
it will be done as speedily as possible.

| am glad to see that the’ Light Aeroplane Club.is
continuing its effortstotran pilots. It isimportant that the
pilots become very skilled. | know we have produced a
number of good pilots in Barbados. The history of air
traffic safety is nearly 100% sound and | think that the
presence of the Light Aeroplane Club in Barbados is a
good mbve and we should do everything to make sure it
continues so that the pilots can be well trained and can
assst in averting any disasters, such as has happenedin the

past.

With these few words, | want to say | support the
Resolution, but | am just hoping that as an extension to this
whole exercise that we look at the precautions against 10ss
of lifein the congtituency of my dear people, Christ Church
East.

Hon. G, W. PAYNE: Mr. Spesker, | would just like
to assure the Honourable Member for Christ Church Eagt
that the question of the relocation is presently engaging the
atention of both the Mgy of Public Works and the
Ministry of Internationa Transport, It will be resolved very
shortly,

With those few brief remarks, | now move that this
Resolution do now pass,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg to
move that this House do now adjourn to the 23rd day of
January, 1996, Tueday, at 11 o'clock in the morning.

Spesking further on the Adjournment, Sir, it is
proposed that on the 23rd January = and mention has been
made of this to the Leader of the Opposition, | havein my
hand the draft of the letter to Your Honour which will be
copied to the Leader of the Opposition = we would wish
for the & bate on the Protocol for theimplementation of the
Pricesand Incomes Policy to commence. The Government
would wish for that debate to be broadcast on radio and
televison.

It is further proposed, too, Mr. Speaker, that the
White Paper on Education Reform would also be broadcast
both on radio and televison, and we would wish to
commence that debate on the 6th day of February, 1996.

It would gppear, Sir, that we should anticipatea very
busy first haf of this year in terms of the Order Paper for
the Housedf Assembly. There are some weeks, because we
must bear in mind that in this quarter the Estimates of
Expenditure will be debated, and certainly in this haf year
the Budget would follow on to that as well. It isquiteclear
to me that there are going to be some weeks when the
House will meet on more than oneday. | would proposeto
discusswith the Leader of the Oppositionthe proposa that
the House should start meeting a 10 o'clock in the
morning, rather than 11 o'clock, and certainly when we get
down to Estimates of Expenditure naturaly we will be
meeting every day o theweek until that debate closeshere
and in the Other Place, and then of course we go into
another full week's debate on the Budget whenever that
occurs, so thereisquite alot of businessexpected to come
on. There is quite a bit of legidation in the pipeline, the
Attorney Genera advises, which will come before the
House of Assembly before the end of this month and
through February, March and April, and quite sizeable
pieces of legidation which would, | think, excite
considerable debate in the House.




| am just sort of putting people on notice, but formal
written permission will be on its way to Your Honour
tomorrow and that, as | said, will be copied to the Leader
of the Opposition,

May | take the opportunity, Sir, to welcome al back
from | think a well-deserved recess over Christmas and to
sy that we on this Side are looking forward to vigorous

and interesting debate on a broad range of issuesduring the
year 1996,

Hon. R, St. C. TOPPIN: | beg to second that, S,

The question that the House do now adjourn until
Tuesday, 23rd January, 1996 at 11.00 a.m. was put and
resolved in the gffirmative and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned
the House accordingly,

6,08 p.m,
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