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Prayerswere led by Rev. Father Laurence Small.
Mr. SPEAKER: This House is now in session.
MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: Minutes of Tuesday, 23rd January,
1996.

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, the Minutes
of proceedings of the Honourable the House of Assembly
for its meeting on Tuesday, the 23rd day of January, 1996,
which Minutes have been circulated, | move that they be
taken as read.

Mr. SPEAKER: If there are no corrections or
observations, then let those Minutes stand confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY HIS HONOUR THE SPEAKER

Mr. SPEAKER: | am to report that | am in receipt
of the Accounts and Statements for the month of
November, 1995 prepared by the Accountant General.

PAPERS

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | an
commanded to lay the Loan Contract between the
Government of Barbados and the Inter-American
Development Bank pertaining to the Investment Sector
Reform Programme.
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Spesker, Sir, | beg to
give noticed the Prisons (Amendment) Bill, 1996 and the
Income Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1996.

| further beg to give notice of a Resolutionto gpprove
the compulsory acquisition of land a Headleys Road,
Deacons Road, in the paish of S. Michad, for road
improvement, and a Resolution to grant the sum of
$3 046 563 from the Consolidated Fund to supplement the
Estimates 1995-96, as shown in the Supplementary
Edtimates 1995-96, No. 8.

FIRST READING OF BILLS

Hon. D. A. C. STMMONS Mr. Spesker, | beg to
move that the Prisons (Amendment) Bill, 1996 be read a
first time.

Rt. Hon. 0. S. ARTHUR: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Rt. Hon. O. S ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, | beg to move
that the Income Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1996 be reed a
first time.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, | beg to
move that Standing Orders 6, 16, 18, 20, 42(5), 43 and 44
be suspended for the rest of this day's sitting.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

GOVERNMENT BUSNESS

Mr. SPEAKER: Government Business is now the
Order of the Day.

ORDER NO. 3- RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE
COMPULSORY ACQUISITION OF LAND AT
PALMETTO SQUARE FOR THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF
VENDORS MALLS

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, | beg to movethis
Resolution for the acquisition of three parcels of land at
Palmetto Street in the parish of S. Michadl. Thereare two
parcels of land owned by Griffith's Reliance Pharmecy
comprising 290.6 square metres and 372.2 square metres
respectively, and a third parcel of land comprising 76.9
square metres known as the old Basix burnt-out building,

which is owned by the Oistins Shopping Plaza Limited. |
should like to say that we have had negotiationswith the
ownersd these properties, the arrangement with respect to
private treesty would have taken a little longer, due to
certain complications on title, and as a result we have had
to come by way of acquisition.

Mr. Speaker, thisResolutionfulfilsoneof the pledges
in our Manifestoin thelast election, namely, to provideas
amatter of urgency permanent vendor sites with adequeate
sanitary facilities in and around Bridgetown and on the
highways You mey recdl that with the problems
associated with structural adjustment a number of vending
operations sprung up across the length and breadth of this
country and, mindful of this, thisadministration as far back
as the time leading up to the election pledged tO do
something about the appalling conditions where vendors
operated. As a matter of fact, the applicationsby vendors
grew from about 80 around 1992 to some 1 250in the two-
year period following the impositionof the harsh measures
occasioned by the structura adjustment programme. Asis
customary, | do not think this was unique to Barbados in
that in many countries when there is social and economic
hardship, as we experienced during that period, the result
is thet there is an increasing number of street people and
street vendors. Cabinet, mindful of this and in an effortto
satisfy its Manifesto pledge, agreed during 1995 that the
burnt-out property which formerly housed Basix
Supermarket should be acquired; that a vendors mal
should be congtructed at the Palmetto/High Street site and
extended into the former site of Basix Supermarket; that
the vendors on Swan Street should be relocated to the new
mall when it is completed; the acquisition of the open
property bounded by Griffith's Reliance Pharmacy and
Pametto Street and its utilisation by vendors, that the
Griffith's Reliance Pharmacy should be acquired and a
vending facility be constructed.

11.25 a.m.

We have dso agreed in principle to acquire the
property known as the Miami Madl for an extension of this
project. We are presently negotiating with the owner of that
property who made the initial offer to Government in
support of the project to ensure that proper vending
facilitiesare met for the vending community in Swan Street
and Palmetto Street.

Theoverdl project will be donein 4 phases. Phase 1
involves the preparation of the Trafalgar Hotel site which
is one of the properties formerly owned by Griffith's
Reliance Pharmacy, the demolition of the Basix Building
and the congtruction of a mal. Phase 2 involves the
relocation of vendors from Swan Street to the vendors
mall and dso the congruction of a facility on the site of
the said former Trafdgar Hotel. Phase 3 is the converson
of Griffith's Reliance Pharmacy into a facility for vending
and Phase 4 will involve provisionaly the converson of
the Miami Mdl into a vending facility.
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So fa we have removed the vendors who were
occupying the spots where the mal will be constructed
over to the area next to Griffith's Reliance Pharmacy
which, as | said, was formerly known as the Trafalgar
Hotd. The operations have gone very smoothly. We have
had a series of meetings with dl the vendors concerned.
The area has aso been able to accommodate not only the
vendors who are in the Pametto Swreet area but some
vendors in Marhill and Rickett Street.

It is hoped that when the facility a Pametto Street
has been completed that we will be able to accommodate
those vendors who are presently on a temporary site
together with the vendors in Swan Street and with the
additional acquisition which we will do in due course we
will aso be able to accommodate al of those licensed
vendors that presently ply their farein the Bridgetown area.

As | said, the applications during the 2-year period
went from about 300 to 1 250. There are presently 225
licensed vendors in central Bridgetown and about 280
unlicensed vendors who operate mainly on weekends.
Overdl, including the environs of Bridgetown, there are
407 registered vendors and 390 illegd vendors. Mogt of
these vendors as | said have sprung up since the
introduction of the structural adjustment measuresin 1991.

In the interim, we have had a discusson with the
vendors and we have had discussions with the Ministry of
Agricultureand the Commissioner of Policeand it hasbeen
decided that there will be a freeze on any new licences
being granted. It is hoped that we would be able to have dl
the aleyscleared of vendors and we have been having the
cooperation of thepolice, the officials from the Minigtry o
Public Works and the Superintendent of Markets in
ensuring that the temporary vending in Swan Street is
maintai ned.

The operation so far has been very satisfactory and it
is hoped that when these facilities have been completed
most o the problems that was associated with vending in
Swan Street will be something of the past.

With those remarks, | beg to move that this

Resolution do now pass.
Hon. R. C. EASTMOND: | beg to second that.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, this land acquisition
will not necessarily receive the objections from members
on this side, but | think it is necessary for us to place on
the records some of the facts relating to vendors in
Barbados over the last coupledf years. It istrueto say that
the acquisition seeks to expand on a programme that was
commenced and progressed under the Democratic Labour
Party after we had to do a significant amount of damage
control as a result of the vicious policies of the Barbados
Labour Party during their 1976-86 regime when they
sought in a disgraceful manner to evict the vendors of

Rockers Alley and different alleys around Barbados, small
entrepreneurs, who had sprung up. It caused so much
friction in the society that this Democratic Labour Party
had on assuming officein 1986 to immediately set about to
do some damage control as far & the society was
concerned in making sure that the vendors had a place to
operatein this society as well.

To date, when the Barbados Labour Party, this pubic
rel ationsadministration,comesinto theHousedf Assembly
on these kinds of issues trying to give the impression that
they are theParty that catersto the vendors, it is ancther in
a series of public relations exercises trying to attract the
atention of the massesof peoplein this country. They have
the worst record when it comes to addressing the plight of
the smal man in this country and clearly they have no
record a al as far as catering to the vendors in this
country are concerned. What has happened, Mr. Speaker,
isthat the present aministration took up officein 1994 and
found a specific programmein place for the provision o
facilitiesfor vendors etc. There were pledges as early as
1991 in the Democratic Labour Party Manifesto where we
clearly stated some 4 to 5 years ago that the Democratic
Labour Party Government recognisesthe need to promote
smal business development and commits itsef to the
following projects the Swan Street Mal, the
redevelopmentof theTemple Y ard Market Complex, which
was a project that was gpproved by Cabinet. A programme
of finance was negotiated and approved.
11.35a.m.

When we left office it was just a matter of time
before that project would have been properly implemented
and completed. That project was part of our Manifesto
pledgein 1991 that they are seeking to dam today, which
has nothing whatsoever to do with the present
adminigtration. They found it. | accept that it is in the
interest of the vendors that they continue the project
because it is a good project, so thereis no need for them
to put down yet another Democratic Labour Party Project.

Thethird area was for the provision o three selected
aress off the ABC Highway for vending activities. Thisis
very important, Mr. Speaker, because today in Barbadoswe
have a dtuation where, as the Honourable Minister
indicated, vending and smdl businessis something we will
have to look forward to in the future, because with the
whole structure o the present economy, clearly the signs
are there that we will not, in the short-term, be able to
absorb several people, especially those who are not yet in
the academic mainstream or in a specific trade where they
have the appropriate training. There are several persons
who are outside that scope that would find themselves as
traders or vendors and would need to be accommodated or
given assstance in at least earning a decent living in the
society.

Thiswhole question of vending is something we have
to pay dtrict attention to. | find when we look at vending
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in Swan Street and Palmetto Square that is very fine but
most of the produce being sold in these areas relate to
fruits, plantains, bananas, oranges, cherries, potatoes and
yams. Wha is desperately needed is a series of facilities
that will go beyond catering to selling vegetabl es, potatoes,
or bananas. We need facilities that will give the arts and
crafts vendors in this country a chanceto earn part o the
pie. When we relate to the problem of vending on the
beaches of Barbados, it is dmost impossble now for
vendors to make a good living on the beaches because as
so0n as they are approaching visitors, as soon as they are
caught trying to solicit business on the beachesadll kinds o
measuresare brought to bear on them which are restrictive
and prohibit them from successfully doing their businessan
the beaches, so it is tight al over.

Barbados has to understand that we have to cater to
the small business people in this 'country in a meaningful
manner. To acquirea piece o land or to acquire an areain
Bridgetown just to stick a few more vendors here or there
is clearly not enough, and | have not heard any policy
enunciated by this present administration to suggest that
they, in fact, are serioudy addressing the needs of the
vendors in this country.

| recadl as a Minister, Sir, tha | invited a number of
persons who had been terminated during the Structurd
Adjustment Programme, and we arranged for a number of
spaces to be dlocated around the new minibus stand for
them. There were a number of licenses granted to a number
o people that they could start their smdl businesses. We
had planned we would have built stallswhich were suitable
that would enhance the area. Right now it is run down. We
were hoping to spend some time lighting the area, putting
in agood vendors mall in the area and generally uplifting
it on behdf of the vendorsin that particular area.

Most important, and | do not want to lose the point,
is that apart from vending these vegetable products and so
on, we have, as a matter of urgency, to find an outlet for
the arts and craftspeople in thiscountry. | was spegking to
anumber o artists the other day who were doing paintings
of the late Dame Nita Barrow and the Barrow family and
they were complaining bitterly that there are no facilities
whatsoever that will cater to them where the tourists can
come off the ship and have access to ther work in a
facility with nice toilets and so on.

We need in this country very shortly, apart from these
minor acquisitionswhere we are going to stick people here,
there and everywhere, to serioudy address the plight of the
vendors in this country whether we do it as a specific
programme because thisis an administration that promised
people jobs but they know they cannot produce those jobs.
| an prepared to give way if they are prepared to create the
facility that people can employ themselves becauseif they
wait on the Barbados L abour Party they will not have a job
in 1995, 1996, 1997 nor 1999 and the Democratic Labour

Party when we resume office in 1998 or 1999 will then
again have the task of setting out these kinds of
programmes that will be necessary for it to focus on the
development of the small vendors.

Sir, they have no track record and | am suspicious
when they come to this Honourable House trying to create
impressions that they have a programme that is in the
interest of the masses of peoplein this country when they
know well it is just a public relations exercise because, as
| said when | started, they have the poorest track record
when it comes to catering to the small people in this
country.

| have no difficulty with the acquisition, Sir, but |
will urge the Government to get busy. They have alot o
jobs to create, 29 986 more. They have created 14 so far
and they have to get busy..If they do it by way of
providing facilities for small vendors it will have ny
support, but it must be a serious programme and not one
that is done on a spasmodic basis where they are just
seeking to facilitate 1, 2 or 3 people and subtly
undermining all.

Itisafact that very shortly they will be removing the
vendors from Swan Street. The vendors have established
themsalves in Swan Street. They are part of Bridgetown
but thereisaclean-up exercise going on in Bridgetown and
it includes theremoval d black peoplebecause they arean
ugly sight. That is the problem. We have reached a stage
in Barbados where you have to look a certain way. You
must be dressed a certain way but if you look like the
people who were in Rockers Alley they have no chance
with the Barbados Labour Party administration. They will
get raced out of Swan Street. They will get raced out of al
the dleys and | will tel you today, Sir, if any confusion
ever happens behind us here in Pametto Square they are
going to get raced out of Palmetto Square too.

| thank you, Mr Spedker.

Hon. Sir HAROLD S. JOHN: Mr. Spesker, the
Honourable Member has now established himsdf as the
parliamentary jester.

Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, order please.

Hon. Sir HAROLD S. JOHN: The Honourable
Member's historical excursion can easily berefuted. It was
the Barbados Labour Party that pioneered the creation of
markets in this country. There was Fairchild Street Market
in 1956, Eagle Hdll, Six Cross Roads, a continuous attempt
from the days of the late D. D. Garner as Miniger o
Agriculture, a continuous carrying out of the policy of
providing modem up-to-date market facilities for small
businessmen. | remember when the Fairchild Street Market
was built and it was such a progressive act that Minigers
from therest of the Caribbean came to see how enlightened
a policy the Barbados Labour Party was pursuing.

1145 am.
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Now, Sir, there cannot be any doubt that the record
of the Democratic Labour Party, in this respect, is
disgraceful. | want the Honourable Member to know that
the first Government that ever removed people from
prominent areas in Broad Street was that of the late
Democratic Labour Party Leader, Errol Barrow. He came
in here one day and said that al those women who were
selling on Broad Street hed to be removed, and hounded
them out of Broad Street. The Honourable Member's
memory is quite deficient.

Aside.

Hon. Sr HAROLD . JOHN: No. Nicey Belgrave
was converted into a Dem because she went and begged
Barrow to dlow her to go back and, in the usud method of
trying to divide and rule and to grant extra privileges to
certain people, he granted her that favour.

The Honourable Member should have been the last
person to come in here and sy that the Barbados L abour
Party hounds small businessmen and that the Barbados
Labour Party supportsany viewpoint that there should not
be proper conditionsfor small vendors in Barbados.

| wat now to bring the Honourable Member
up-to-date of the period 1976-86, because it is in that
period that the most enlightened bit of legidation was
passed in Barbados. So mindful were we o the need to
upgrade and update the laws reating to this that this
Government, as a matter of policy, came here with
legidation to ensure that there should be legidation for
people who carried out this legitimate activity. The
Democratic Labour Party did everything in their power to
pervert the purpose of that legidation, to encourage people
not to carry it out and, in the end, the people who listened
to the Democratic Labour Party suffered as a resullt.

With respect to beach vending, the Honourable
Member should never have mentioned that. Because| am
now in a position to make the record very straight. | had a
lot to do with beach vending. It was the declared policy of
the Barbados Labour Party that there should be public
access to every beach and where there was a history for
vending or there was a potentid for vending, that the
Barbados Labour Party would build vending stalls of such
a calibre that we could al be proud.

We went further. We encouraged hotels such as
Marriotts, Paradise and other places which had large areas
o beaches with a long higtoricd record of family selling
there for generations, to build stalls. So did Marriott’s. So
did Paradise. We, in turn, built one at Holetown. When the
Democratic Labour Party came into office, they converted
that into a restaurant and rented it to a German woman at
the back of the Police Station. That is what they did.

But thereis till other visible evidencedf other work.
Go in Dover and you will see the mdl a Dover which was
one of the prototypes of the mals that would have been
built dl around Barbados. That mall remained in exactly
the same condition for al of the years of the Democratic
Labour Party from 1986 with al of theamond treesfalling
on it, with theroofing overladen with theamond seedsand
leaves and the gutters blocked up. It took us to come back
in office to go up there, at the request of the people up
there, and clean up al of that so that the water can flow.
What is more, we intend to see to it that that area is
upgraded and that that mal is open and lit as it was
intended to be.

Also, we left a plan for the acquisition of land
opposite Southern Palms after we diverted the road and
drained it for the creation of food stalls in conditions that
thosewho are responsiblefor the public health of Barbados
would be satisfied.

| wat to hear the Honourable Member on that
whether he is going to encourage people to sell food in
such conditions that Barbados could be exposed to the
potentia threat of cholera. | want to hear the Honourable
Member on that.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on a point o
order. | an known to be a gentleman who is a vendor and
| certainly would never encourageany conditionsto prevail
that are not good. If he is annoyed because of a restaurant
that was put on Dover and he does not want the peoplein
Dover, that is no problem.

Hon. Sir HAROLD St. JOHN: | an glad that the
Honourable Member has got up and said that he is in
favour o regulation of food vending, to such an extent that
the public hedth people will be satisfied and that the
potentia threat of cholera does not arise in Barbados.

But | want to know how you can reconcile that with
having people on Swan Street peddling food with no toilet
facilities, with no running water and in total contradiction
with the public hedth laws. Advocating that on the one
hand and, on the other hand, you can get up in here and
say that you are a responsible person.

| want to go further, because | remember these things
vay clearly. When the Barbados Labour Party was in
office in 1986, a presentation was made by Design
Collaborative, with Mahy, Chaderton and Ridley as the
engineers, for the complete refurbishing of the Cheapside
Market. | know that. You had 8Y, vyears before the
Government coll apsed, because the Honourable Member for
S. John reminded us that after June 1994 there was no
Government in Barbados. It was aseries o peopledrawing
money. That there was such division. The knives were
drawn. The daggers were drawn. In 1986 Design
Collaborativeproduced a plan to completely refurbish the
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Chegpside Market. In the 9 years they did absolutely
nothing to execute that plan. They did absolutely nothing
to execute the plan in Fairchild Street. It is like the
Sewerage Scheme that you hed 10 years to do and did
nothing about either.

The position is that the good Lord has spoken and he
has given us an opportunity now to implement the plans
that we have there. We started on Dover. We started on
Holetown. We had Marriott’s. We had Paradise. And, of
course, we had Oistins. You did nothing a Oigtins in that
period of time to implement Phase 2. But they have water
facilitiesand they have toilet facilities. Check right now.

Aside.

Hon. Sir HAROLD St. JOHN: That is the Public
Hedth Officer's duty. That istheduty of the Public Hedlth
Officer for the southern area. It is also the duty of the
Chief Public Hedth Officer. That is her duty as well, to see
that the law is carried out. We have created the physica
framework. It is the duty of the Public Hedlth Officer to
see that those who are the operatorscarry out their terms
and conditions. But you mugt admit that the physica
infrastructure is far superior to what it wes before.

Aside.

Hon. Sir HAROLD St. JOHN: So much the better.
The Honourable Member is trying to say it is just a little
thing. Why did you not do it for all these years?

This concept of the development of a physica
infragtructure to facilitate the expresson of small
businessmenin vendingis something that is part and parcel
of the philosophy of the Barbados Labour Party since the
50s as| have spoken, shown and demonstratedit. Then we
came to the Fairchild Street termind, an example of
foresight and vision.

1155 a.m.

Aside.

Hon. Sir HAROLD <. JOHN: Vic Johnson. |
remember when a Cabinet Paper ...

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on a point of
order. | am just checking for my own benefit. This is an
acquigition | tekeit ...

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not sound like a point of
order to me

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | am getting to it, Sir.
Asides.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | cannot hear, Sir. | wish to hear
what you are saying, Sir. My point of order, Sir, is that the

Honourable Member is irrdevant in relation to the
Resolution, Sir. | am making the point, Sir. | draw it to
Your Honour's attention that this is an acquisition. | just
wish to be certain, Sir, that thisis an acquisition.

Mr. SPEAKER: No point of order. Proceed, please.

Hon. Sr HAROLD St. JOHN: | sat in here and
listened to the Honourable Member, the spokesman for the
Opposition. Why didn't he object to him when he was
outsde the parameters? The fact is that you did not think
that we had the ammunition on us to reply to the
irrdlevancies and the digtortions produced by the
Honourable Member. You think that our memory is short.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please! Order, please!

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Isit not afact, Sir, that they put
peopleout of RockersAlley?lsit not afact, Sir, that under
the Democratic Labour we negotiated and approved aloan
for the refurbishment of the Chegpside Market? Is it not a
fact that we acquired land a High Street for the provison
o further spaces for vendors? Is that distorting facts?

Mr. SPEAKER: You have made your point of order,
plesse.

Hon. Sr HAROLD &. JOHN: The Honourable
Member accused the Barbados Labour Party of pursuing
policies which were detrimental to the interest of small
business vending in Barbados. That is the distortion.

Now, Sir, | an not worried about the Honourable
Member. Sooner or later the Honourable Member will be
further exposed. Now, Sir, the basic pogtion is this. The
Honourable Member was in charge of Hedth and the
Honourable Member should know that the files are replete
with concerns being expressed from the Director of
Medicd Services or the Chief Technica Officer, Medicine
or by whatever name called. With dl of that concern about
the vending of food in Barbados, serious concern has been
expressed, particularly since the outbresk of cholera in
Latin America and something has to be done.

Now, Rockers Alley. The Honourable Member
knows that the Commissoner of Police in a public
statement said that he and he done took that responsbility.
The Commissioner of Police publicly stated that it was his
responsibility because in his opinion the law was being
broken daily there, that drugs were being sold that
challenged the authority of the police. The Honourable
Member forgets that.

Now, if there is one thing tha the Honourable
Member can never accuse the Labour Party of is giving
directions to the Commissioner of Police for he so haed
the Labour Party.
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Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order.
Hon. Sir HAROLD &. JOHN: Let me tak.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order. The
Honourable Member, Sir, is violating the rule which says
that you must not spesk of a person who is identifiable in
his public capacity. To say that the former Commissioner
o Police hated a particular group, is to spesk o himin a
manner which is both unfair and unparliamentary

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member, please,
could we proceed with the debate on a professiona level?

Hon. Sir HAROLD . JOHN: Very professiond, Sir.
| am very professiond in this respect because | remember
the circular that was issued after the 1986 dections. |
remember it very well so if you push me | will quote it.
The badic pogtion s, Sir, the responsibility for the removal
o peoplein Rockers Alley was claimed by a public officer
and the Labour Party has never given any directions to
public officers in that respect. We have never given the
Commissioner o Police directions to remove the Rockers
Alley people. You know that.

Aside.

Hon. Sr HAROLD St. JOHN: You have got full
opportunity to move. Thisis your era.

Asides.
Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please, HonourableMembers,

Hon. Sr HAROLD St. JOHN: So that | commend the
Minigter for bringing forward this Resolution and | look
forward to an exemplification of an excellent design by the
architect which would bring vending in Barbados into such
a condition that people would come here and say, look
what a Government has donefor these people. | have been
al over the world and | have seen in Hawaii, both on the
beachesand off the beaches, that they have proper kiosks
for the sale. | have just been to Russaand | see, even in
that country, they have recognised that there is such an
urge among small peopleto participatein economicactivity
that they will, in defiance of dl governmental constraints,
indulge in that activity. Even in Cuba, within the
Caribbean, the pressure has been so great to satisfy the
demandsdf small peopleto participatein business activities
that dthough it is contrary to the philosophy or the
professed philosophy, they till have to permit, to acertain
degree, enterprise in this area. The Labour Paty is very
cognizant of it and we are implementing it. We have not
been in office for any long period of time and the people
have visible effects.

Thereis one last thing that | an going to speak on. |
was privileged to participate in the decision for the

acquistion of a large area of land in Bay Sred, land
between where the CARICOM Export Promotion Unit is
sted and the old Ice Company. All o that belongs to the
people of Barbados for beach access and for the best
designed facilities you can have if you wish to have beach
vending. Nobody is going to buy that. That is not for sale.
That area of land cannot be for sale because it has been
acquired for the people of Barbados for ever, a perpetud
access for the people of Barbados. That is a Labour Party
policy. Just aswe did Rockley Beach and dl of theseyears
have passed and they ill have not built vending facilities
there. | hope that | will live long enough to see proper
vending facilities on Rockley Beach. On many occasions
atempts were made and we had a lot of objections from
technicians but now that the sewerage scheme is in they
cannot be any more objections to vending there in proper
conditions.

Anybody who gets in this House of Assambly or in
the public press or anybody who repesats the things that
have been trumped out today by the Honourable Member
and the suggestions that have been made that the Labour
Party does not want black people to vend will know that
they are flying in the face of facts which indicate the
contrary. | commend the Minister, Sir. | just want him to
know that Oigtins has started. We want to extend that too,
12.05 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for the
City.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, | would
wish to give this Resolution my full support. |
listened with great amazement to the Honourable Member
for St. Miched East. He said that we must not engage in
the policy of gticking people here and everywhere and that
the Democratic Labour Party had a plan for small people
and craft vendors. Mr. Speaker, Sir, thisis a document of
the House, the Development Plan of Barbados 1993 to the
year 2000. Thereis no mention o it in thisdocument, none
whatsoever. This is dso a document of the House, the
manifesto o the Democratic Labour Party 1994, Genera
Election. There is no mention whatsoever in this.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, on a point
of order. The Honourable Member is mideading the House.
If 1 can get acopy, | do not even have to quote it. If the
Honourable Member would look through that document ...
Up to last night...

Aside.
Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Give me the copy and |

will identify it. Pass me that copy. Mr. Speaker, the
Honourable Member is mideading this House. The 1994
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Manifesto of the Democratic Labour Party on page 19
under the heading "Market Development” says as follows:

"A Democratic Labour Party will implement its
plan to refurbish and upgrade the market facilities at
Cheapside, Fairchild Street, and Eagle Hall as a
matter of urgency. An area has dready been chosen
to locate a facility in Bridgetown to permit vendors
access to first class accommodation and provide for
easy access between clients and vendors without
causing traffic congestion and breaches of the law.”

The last point that | want to make, Sir, is that the
1991 Manifestods0 set that out quite clearly and what we
sad in the 1991 Manifesto has been reproduced amost
word for word in the Barbados Labour Paty 1994
Manifesto. It is amazing.

Aside.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order please.

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | repeat
my point. The Democratic Labour Party Manifestoof 1994
makes no mention of accommodation for handicraft and
other such vendors. This genera statement which appears
on page 19 appearsin every manifesto of every party over
the pagt 25 years. Anybody can make a statement about
markets. But | would want to refer Honourable Members
to the Barbados L abour Party Manifesto of 1994 and more
particularly to page 28 where it dtates, and this is a
document of the House, Sir, the following:

"The new Barbados Labour Party Government will
among other things:

(@) edablish a programme for the 'greening’ of
Bridgetown and for urban green areasin Jubilee
Gardens, Cheapside, Fairchild Street and Church
Village,

(b) implement the Bridgetown Waterfront

Development Project,

(c) encourage the redtoration of buildings of
architectural interet as a means o both
preserving the national heritage and providing
jobs"

All of this, Sir, is to be found in this document which was
presented last week in a town medting a the Frank
Collymore Hdl in respect of the Urban Rehabilitation of
Bridgetown. | go on, Sir:

"(d) to construct on the sitesdf those public markets
which the Barbados Labour Party hed aready
earmarked for demoalition large multi-purpose

markets for arts and crafts as well as for food
and genera merchandise.”

It goes on to say:

"(c) renovate and promote Pelican Village as a craft
market,

(d) upgradefecilitiesa Temple Yard,

(e) renovate the old Customs House on the wharf
and any other suitable and available
Government owned buildingsin commercia for
use by small entrepreneurs.”

Mr. Speaker, Sir, it was my great privilege to
introduce the Pre-Feashbility Study on The Urban
Rehabilitation of Bridgetown last week. This is what the
BarbadosLabour Party is proposing now, not 8 years down
the line. The Democratic Labour Party had 8 years from
1986. Thisis whet is on the way now and the Minigter o
Housing should be commended that he moved with speed
to develop the Pametto Mdll. | have difficulty with black
peoplewho stand up in here and seek to make an argument
as to why other black people who are not as wel off as
they are should be in the sun and the rain in Swan Street
and other places and try to make it into a virtue. Contrary
to popular beief, the mgority of the vendors in Swan
Street do not come from Bridgetown but come from
St. Michad Eagt and St. Michad West. Why should they
be persuaded that it should be their lot in life for evermore
to operate running from the Police without proper facilities
and amenities in the sun and rain in Swan Street and
elsawhere?

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Honourable Member for
St. Michad West never did anything in al the more then
20 years he has been in here to the Eagle Hal Market S0
that the peoplein St. Michadl West can have somewhere to
go to take their produce. | do not listen to them. He is the
close-downer of 400 small shops, so | do not want to heer
anything from the Honourable Member for St. Michad
West when it comes to small people, entrepreneurs,
vendors, craftsmen or anything like that. You were the
origind "downsizer" in Barbados. You downsized 400
gndl shops. We know about the Honourable Member for
. Michad West.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sr. The
Honourable Member is mideading this House. Thereis on
record in the Government asurvey that was done that gave
the lie to the foolishness which was put out about 400
shops. It isadiabolicd lie, Sir, that 400 shops were closed
down. A survey was done and | can make the document
availableto Your Honour, Sir. The Honourable Member is
mideading this House.

Aside.
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Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, when |
hear the Democratic Labour Party over and over again
playing theracist card, | smile. It did not work for them in
September, 1994 and yet this is the same Democratic
Labour Party. | do not like to get into this racist tdk
because we are dl Barbadians. But nobody did more for
the white peoplein this country in the last 8 years between
1986 and 194 than the Democratic Labour Party. A whole
cruise termina in the Port was handed over to the white
people. So desperate was the Honourable Member for
St. John when that was turning against him in the campaign
in 19 that he got up on a platform and shouted out at the
top of hisvoiceand said: "l am going to build another one
for the small people.” All that kind of desperatetdk went
on. When you look through this DLP Manifesto, it even
talks about a supermarket. This manifesto makes reference
to the development of supermarkets. Government is not in
the retail business. But do not let me digress from my

point, Mr. Speaker.

When | hear the DLP making these recist points, |
know that they are extremists and their backs are to the
wall and that there is no rational argument that they can
bring. Because nobody has done more for the so-called
smal people, the vendors and the small entrepreneurs in
this country than the Barbados Labour Party. It was the
Barbados Labour Party who came into Government again
in September, 1994 and Prime Minister Arthur saw fit to
create a Minigry caled Commerce, Industry and Small
Business. That speaks to the priority that the Barbados
Labour Party has for small business and development.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Speaker, thereis no Ministry
called Commerce, Industry and Small Business. None. | do
not know what it is caled but it is not caled that. The
Honourable Member cannot get in hereand tell the Speaker
blatant untruths. There is nothing caled Commerce,
Industry and Small Business.

Mr. SPEAKER: Of course, the Honourable Member,
| dwaysthank you for what you call your wisdom. But, of
course, | rely on the honourable nature of al Members.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is
clear to me that the Honourable Member for &t. Michad
East will go back in his congtituency and tell the smal
vendors and the small entrepreneursthat redly and truly
they should be out in the sun and the rain. That is the place
for them, because that is the essence of what he is saying
in here
1215 p.m.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: On a point of order, Sir. | never
said anything about anybody being out in the sun and rain.
| never mentioned it once.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: | am saying that is what
you have to go and tell them.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: You can't tell me what | haveto
go and tell the people.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please, please.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Yau cannot tell me what | have to
go and tell the people. | tel them what | want to tell them.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: She is dways out of order.
Nobody can get her to behave. She is talking foolishness.
Shecan't tell mewhat | must say in St. Michad Eadt. | am
the governor in St. Michadl East.

Mr. SPEAKER: Take your seat, please.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: The only smdl
entrepreneurs the Honourable Member for St. Michad East
sought to help were those who required licences. How
many? 500.

Certain remarks made by Mr. J. 0. TUDOR were
ordered by Mr. SPEAKER to be expunged from the record.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: What | am saying is that they
must not say in this Honourable House that | gave 500
licences to vendors.

Aside.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: | am not talking about permits, |
am talking about licences for the vendors to operate small
businessesin Bridgetown.

Mr. SPEAKER: So you are saying, the Honourable
Member, it is not 500.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Yes, Sir.
Mr. SPEAKER: That was your point of order.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: | want it to be very, very clear.
When the structurd adjustment programme was teking
effect and had an impact on the congtituency of St. Michadl
East, | sought to have for them licences so that they can
operate businessesin town. . .

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member,

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: . . . . and cetanly that hed
nothing. . . .

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please, please! The
Honourable Member, will you take your seat, please? A
point of order is not an excuse to give any explanation or
a speech. You have made your point of order. Could we
proceed, please?
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Aside.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for the
City, could we proceed with this debate bearing in mind
the Resolution and also bearing in mind the dignity of this
Honourable Chamber, please?

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Yes, Mr. Speaker, Sir.
The Honourable Member for St. Michael East is seeking to
misquote me. | didn't say that he gave licences to the
vendors. | did not identify the kind of licences | was
talking about, but the cap fit him and he jumped up. That
is his business.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Spesker, on a point of order.
At no time did | issue any licences to anybody, so if the
Honourable Member is saying | issued any licences, ask
her to check her facts. | never issued any.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, in the
absence of any referencein the Development Plan to take
us down to the year 2000, in the absence of any clear and
specific referencein the 1994 Manifestodf the Democratic
Labour Party, and in implementation of the 1994 General
Election Manifesto of the Barbados Labour Party, | am
pleased this morning that not only is the Honourable
Member for St. Andrew in the process of fulfilling one of
theseveral mandatesgiven to small people, and particularly
vendors, and more particularly craft vendors, in the
Barbados Labour Party's Manifesto, but there are other
plans getting underway, some about to get underway.
Palmetto Mall is underway.

| shop over here in the OId City, Sir, buying
vegetables from the same lady for maybe 25 years. Her
nameis Gervais, she comes from St. Joseph and she hasa
stall out there, so | am out there weekly. The comment |
hear is. "God bless the Labour Party.”

Aside.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Not from Gervais only,
because Gervais is not the only person | buy from.

Aside.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Her hand would fall off
first. | am telling you what Gervais has told me herself.
She said her hand would have to fall off first.

Mr. Speaker, | am out there on a weekly basis and |
hear the comments. The people who are out there, still
taking the elements and still without the best facilitiesand
amenities available to them, are looking forward to the
Palmetto Mall. | can say that of my own knowledge. In
addition to that, Sir, accommodation is going to be
prepared for craft vendors in what is sometimes called the
old spirit bond, or the Queen's Warehouse, on the Wharf.

It is proposed that that would house almost exclusively
genuine craft workers who will work their craft - whether
it be baskets or leather — and sell it in that facility. It will
of course house restaurants, cafés and other facilities,
including good public conveniences, for members of the
Barbadian public and visitors to Barbados.

Itisfurther proposed, Sir, that the Cheapside Market,
when it is refurbished and rebuilt, will be able to house not
only a number of peoplewho are now in the Temple Yard
who are genuine craft workers, but other handicraft
workers as well. Several months ago, quite early last year,
| walked with the HonourableMember for St. James North,
the Minister of Agriculture, at the Cheapside Market. We
spoke to vendorsof dl kinds, both inside and outside, and
it is proposed that a mezzanine floor will go in at the
Cheapside Market and that it will be all handicraft. It is
going to be a beautiful sight to behold, Sir. A food court
with an atrium, which aready exists, but we go in there
and we don't look around. We see but we don't see.
Sectionsfor vegetables, sectionsfor fruit, sectionsfor meat
and poultry, and then upstairs on the mezzanine the craft
workersagain working their craft, displaying and selling at
one and the same time.

Itisfurther proposed, Sir, that when the Lower Green
becomes a green again - and it is hoped that that will
happen well before the year 2000 — none of thiswasin the
Development Plan, but itisin the Development Plan of this
Barbados Labour Party administration— it is proposed that
accommodation will also be made availablefor particularly
craft and other vendors too in and around the regreened
Lower Green.

12.25 p.m.

At Pedlican Village, even as we speak, Sir, the
Barbados Industrial Development Corporation is in the
process of finaising plans for a total upgrade and
refurbishment. It will look quite different from what it
looks like now. That, again, is earmarked, as it was from
the very beginning, for handicraft vendors predominantly
and other people who are into arts and crafts of one kind
or another.

It is further proposed, Mr. Speaker, that when the
Fairchild Street Market comes on stream again a specia
section would be made available there to accommodate the
craft workers of Barbados. There is going to be more
sguare footage in and around Bridgetown, and not only
Bridgetown, Sir, Speightstown as well and St. Lawrence
Gap. | know the Honourable Member for Christ Church
South will be pleased to hear it. | can only speak to the
matters that fall under the tourism development
programme, Sir. | suppose that other people will speak for
Qistins, but accommodation will be made for small vendors
and small entrepreneursin suitable surroundings. Thereis
going to be more square footage available in Bridgetown
than we will have vendors and crafts people and arts
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people to exhibit and to work their craftsand to sell at one
and the same time.

Only 3 or 4 weeks ago, | visited the exhibition o
Jelani in Queen's Park House. Wonderful work that she
does with basketry. She is one who went off to West
Africato learn new techniques of basketry and new idess.
Beautiful work! Needlessto say | made a purchaseand one
of thethings| said to her was, "Jelani, you have to be one
of those people who will get into the old spirit bond. You
need to be there doing your basketry, salling your work at
one and the sametime." She was excited at the prospect of
it. And a whole bunch of other people as wdll.

Thisis not any development, like the cruise termina
was some years ago, only for people operating at a certain
level. Peopleat any and every level who would want to be
described as a vendor of some kind, as a smdl
entrepreneur of some kind, these are the people whom the
Barbados Labour Party is giving priority at this time.

So, Mr. Speaker, Sir, | smile when | hear dl of that
tak and flanngl and fuzz coming from over on the other
dde, because as the Honourable Member for Christ
Church...

Aside.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Flannd and fuzzisawdl
known Barbadian term, Sir.

Mr. SFREAKER: Are you referring to the Honourable
Members contribution as fuzz?

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Spesker, they call medl sorts
o things, but nobody never ever referredto me as fuzz.

Mr. SPEAKER: Would you want the remarks to be
withdrawn? Honourable Member, | believe in Al fairness
to the Honourable Member...

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: | was not saying that the
Honourable Member was flannd and fuzz. It seems that
Honourable Members do not know the expression. It just
means a lot of talking. Pure waffle. The Honourable
Member for St. Michael West is suggesting that | should
say bag fuzz, but | don't mean bag fuzz. Bag fuzz cannot
goply to the Honourable Member for St. Michad East as
he hes rightly pointed out. | would not make persond
remarks of that kind.

So, Mr. Speaker, Sir, | an pleased to support this
Resolution because indeed what this Resolutionis doing is
pointing the way and thisis one of the opening salvosin a
massive programme that the Barbados Labour Party
Adminigtration has - it is no longer on the books now but
up and running - to assist in small business devel opment

in dmost any meaning that you would want to give to that
phrase.

| am pleased to commend the Honourable Minister for
moving with speed and with resolution. He did his business
well and he consulted with these people. | atended a town
meeting with him for discussion in the sted shed in
Queen's Park where the plans were on display, and so
people who are earmarked to move into the Palmetto Mdll
dready have a feeling of some ownership of the project
and are looking to see what they fed is going to become
theirs. As | say, | an out there and | hear the comments
and they are dl positive.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Spedker, | an at a loss to
understand how this Resolution which my honourable
friend, the Member for St. Michael East, started out to
speak on by saying that it will meet no objection from
Honourable Members on this side. It seems to me that the
Honourable Members on the other side came in and they
recognised or believed that the breadfruitsover here hang
low. | don't understand. It is as if they ate razor blades. |
am amazed at the amount of heat generated on this Smple
Resolution that seeks to carry on a policy that wes
adumbrated by the Democratic Labour Party.

Mr. Speaker, the Democratic Labour Party cameinto
this House and articulated theissuerelating to that areaand
| can think of no better way in afew minutes than to reed
again from the speeches made in this House in the debate
of 1990. In 1990, we came in here to acquire property just
across the dtreet from here, Sir, in High Street, to do
exactly what the Honourable Member has come to do.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The Honourable Member for the
City had taken a hiatus, a much needed re<t, and she had
been despatched by one Peter Miller and the people of the
City to a place of rest.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Your entirelife has been devoted
to destroying me. | understand that. You have not forgiven
me, because| brought Peter Miller to oust you from the the
City seat which you thought was yours in perpetuity and
for other reasons which are not the business of this House.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Spesker, Sir, | do not
understand why the Honourable Member, the distinguished
gentleman from St. Andrew, in introducing this Resolution
did not say to this House that he in fact would have found
the rdlated plans in the Ministry over which he now
presides. | redly am disappointed that he, by that
inadvertent dlip, would have alowed the Baron o Qistins
to have to vent some of that expression which he does so
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well as even to bring in the poor, former Commissioner o
Police.

Mr. Spesker, | walk with my details al the time and
know how the other Members on that side fed about the
former Commissioner of Police. Three former Attorneys
Generd had signed a document which they published
saying why that Commissioner should go. | lived to hear
oned them say that al is well with him, at the point when
the man was going. But the time will come when we will
discuss that kind of hypocrisy.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | haven't quotedfrom adocument.
Pull those old tricks for the youngsters. | do not intend to
quote from a document, but | know the Honourable
Member can read from over there and he wants me to reed
it and repeat the awful things they said about that
Commissioner; but | will not do that. What | will do, Sir,
isto quote from that debate. | think that would be the only
thing that would help here, Sir.

Mr. Spesker, we were in fact discussng the
acquisition of some land, a property to bring... On page
6245 o Hansard, the Honourable D. G. Blackman was
spesking and | am quoting him now. He said:

"Mr. Speaker, this matter with the location and
relocation of the Swan Street vendors and others in
the environs of this House is a matter which has
received the paingtaking attention of the Ministry o
Transport and Works..."

Thisis December 1990.
12.35 p.m.

| continue to quote:

"The plans took at least two years in their making
and the Ministry put together a team involving
expertise, not only from the public sector, but also
hired engineering consultants, architects and
landscaping consultants, in order to present the fina
proposals to the Cabinet of Barbados. In dl of these
discussions, as the Honourable Member for the City
can attest..."

That Honourable Member was Mr. P. J. M. Miller
who had spoken fully and | will give you a paragraph from
what he said to give the lie to some of what has been said
from the other side here today. But | continue:

"..he was a participant of al of the important
meetings. Businessmen in the City of Bridgetown
wereinvolved aswell as the Barbados Nationd Trust.
Yes, the Barbados National Trust. That organization
which has taken upon itsdf to purvey untruths,

ddliberate untruthsabout the location of vendors mdl
on the perimeter of the Careenage.

At the time these gentlemen were busly
propagating the fiction that a market would be located
in juxtaposition of the statue of Nelson, they were in
possessionaf theactual plans. | have never seen such
crimind dishonesty in my life from an organization
that dared to describeitself as patriotic. They werein
possesson of the plan. They were consulted
extensively. They knew what thefinal proposalswere.
And yet had peoplein this country believing that the
location was going to be right next to Nelson. | wes
s0 flabbergasted | could not even bregk my silence.”

| pause here now, Sir, because the same kind o
misinformation could possibly be put forward as a result of
the information which was put in here today so far from
the other side because only the ones who are unfamiliar
with, or misnformed about the development of the
Palmetto area could even remotely suggest that this
acquisition today ispristine, that it aresult of somepristine
policy that would bring the peoplefrom Swan Street out of
the sun and rain, in the words of the Honourable Member
for the City.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The Honourable Member from her
seat now wishes me to divert to why we did not build it. |
an deding with the untruths which could go forth that it
was not even conceived until the Honourable Members
came in here today to acquire the land. The Honourable
Member for the City when she sat down left theimpression
that she was there & the Town Meseting and anybody who
hears thiswould think thisis the first time in the history of
Barbados that we have been discussing this.

Don Blackman in 1990 said that it took 2 years of
painstaking examination to arrive a the plans.

Mr. Speaker, we continue so that we do not get
confusion compounded by confusion. | continue to quote:

"The plan thereforefor the dlocation of placesin
Bridgetown to vendors arising out of the specific
problem o the Swan Street vendors, therefore was
vay carefully and painstakingly constructed. It was
carefully gone into, with consultation, in the light of
the problems which the persons who were removed
from Rockers Alley, in the confusion together with
the club wielding police officers, in the light of the
problems that they experienced when they were put
into a location in Temple Yard, where there was no
proper plan. Everybody who goes to Temple Yad
can see the eyesore that it is because of the haste in
which the location was done. That is why we were
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very careful to take our time about it and to consult
as widely as possible,

At the time of our discussions, the participants
became aware of the fact that if they hed solved the
problem of the Swan Street vendors, in isolation from
the vendors in the centre of Bridgetown, such as
those who sdll right on this street to the east of this
building, that as soon as they finished with that
problem, they would have to address the problem
with the Rickett Street vendors and those that were
encroaching on the premises of the Centrd Bank.
And therefore, it was decided...."

Listen here, Sir. This is the policy. | am quoting.

"And therefore, it was decided to incorporate al
of the vendors within this central Bridgetown area.”

| pauseagain, Sir. Thereis the nexus of my concern
with the presentation by the Honourable Members on that
side. Th s isan issue that requireslight, not heat. Thisisan
issue where the young people in this country should be
able to see a scheme, a thread, dbeit it is not so golden,
going through the policy making of the people who have
taken over the responghility for their Government.

The Honourable Member said in her presentation that
she is embarrassed when she hears black people getting up
in here making statements about other black people and
leaving them in the sun and rain. But the Honourable
Member should be even more embarrassed when she hears
black people getting up in here and making statements
dbout one another which can only lead to the
misunderstanding of other black people out there about
what is their true position in this country.

We, Sir, sought to make the whole issue of vendors
in Barbadosa tatal issue and if we as a Government erred
in not being able as quickly to put in place the plan, then
it was an error, but there is not a single intelligent being in
this country who is unaware that dl capitd projects were
put on the back burner precisaly because we hed to turn to
saving the currency and thereby the economy o this
country. It behoves not the Honourable Member for the
City, or the Honourable Member for Christ Church South,
to come in here subsequently in the acquidition o a
property to continue a policy that has been long accepted
as desirable by both sides, to give an impression that we
were fiddling while Rome was burning.

Aside.
Mr. SPEAKER: Okay. Please, please.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The Honourable Member cannot
divert me from the course | an taking now because | an

putting it in perspective for those who wish to hear in
relation to this acquisition which is going to be done now.

Let me continue to quote:
"There were plans to beautify Parliament ..."
Aside.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please. Let us hear the
Honourable Member.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The Honourable Member is trying
one more time to get me to pay attention to her.

Listen to this now, Sir. | an quoting:

"..and it was felt that it would be an intolerable
dtuation to have rickety stalls lining the street right
next to this building. That is why the numbers were
greater than those initially thought to be provided
for."

You see weare not now talking about the Careenage?
| am quoting again.

"That is why there is an extension, nat only o
Swan Street, but also the establishment of mdls on
the northern edge of the Careenage.”

That is part of the programme. We were acquiring the
land in High Street. This Resolution is to acquire the land
in High Street.

Asides.
1245 p.m.

Here again | mug advert to the comments o the
politiciansin the Barbados National Trust. | do not think it
is necessary for me to repeat that. He wanted to interfere
with that.

He discussed at great length the merits of location an
the northern periphery of the Careenage and he discussed
that. Then he went on to say, Sir, and | amn quoting again:

"There will be a permanent mall."
Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Speaker, Sir, you know it is
strange. They are now questioning whether | can give nmy
speech and why am | relying on quotations. | will explain.
Having given sufficient speeches in here, | can fed free if
it is going to enlighten the other side to give a quotation
from a Minister who has worked on that side and this side.
That Minister was able to put the record for the articulation
o apolicy that was acceptableto al people of goodwill.
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Tret is why | am quoting him. It is good enough to be
quoted. But no one who hears me quoting it can doubt that
| am capable of making my speech mysdlf but thisis part
of what is necessary. You do not want thispart to comein.

| amgoing to quote again, Sir. Nineteen ninety:
"created in Swan Street limited © 40 vendors.”

T is why the Honourable Member asked why you are
moving the people out of Swan Street. Because there was
a philosophical position that the Barbados Labour Party
would move the people out of Swan Street so that Swan
Street would be left entirely, completely and only to a
certain group of people.

It was the Democratic Labour Party's position that
ordinary Barbadians ought to be able to vend in Swan
Street 30 long as they were not inhibiting those whose
businesses are in Swan Street. Thereis a group of people
who believe that Swan Street belongs entirely to them.

Asides.
Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Sir, on a point of

order, the Honourable Member is mideading this
Honourable Chamber.

Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER.. Please, please. Order, please. Let us
hear the Honourable Member.

Hon. MissM. A. MOTTLEY: Sir, in 1988 adecision
was taken by the Cabinet, of which the Honourable
Member was a member, to move the vendorsout of Swan
Street and not t o construct any mall at dl in Swan Street.
L&t him deny thet.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Spesker, Sir, | categoricaly
deny that we decided t o moveall the vendorsout of Swan
Street. That is what is wrong with the Members on that
side, Thisis 1990 and the Honorable Member gets up and
quotes 1988. Let us assume for the sake of argument that
we made that decision in 1988, by 1990 we had repudiated
it Butitisnottrue that we madeit.

Asides.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: On a point of order,
Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: Y our point of order.

Hon. MissM. A. MOTTLEY: Thereis no subsequent
Cabinet decision recorded repudiating the decision that was
taken in 1988 to move the vendorsfrom Swan Street. But

then that is the same denial that they had made about
university fees.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir. Mr.
Speaker, Sir, the Honourable Member will learn that the
decisions that are made in this House are superior to the
decisions that are made in a Cabinet. The Honourable
Member will learn that the Cabinet is only an Executive
Committee of this House. | am quoting from a decision
that was being made in this House. Mr. Speaker, the
Honourable Member will learn. | hope the time will come.

Aside.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please, please, please.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: We came down here and
bamboozled by acquiring the land, Sir. That is how we
bamboozled them.

Mr. SPEAKER: You ae still quoting, | take it?
Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: No, no, no, no. This was a
resolution to approvet he compulsory acquisitionof land at
Bridgetown, St. Michael for extension of the Swan Street
Mall.

Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please, please, please.

Mr. B. M. TAI'lT: Give me some time to answer
them, Sir.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: You see, Mr. Speaker, they are
not going to stop mefrom reading Don Blackman's speech.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The same one.
Aside.
Mr. B. M. TAITT:

"There will be a permanent mall created in Swan
Street limited to 40 vendors. When the whole
problemis settled and al of the vendors are properly
located, if the41st vendor movesinto Swan Street he
will find himself charged. The number will bedtrictly
limited to 40 and not another person will be permitted
to go there. All of the sanitary and other facilities
which will enable the vendors to keep the area clean
will be installed.

| myself have proposed, and most people within the
Ministry of Transport and Works agree, that if a
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huge fun fair like Disney World, for example, where
tens of thousands of people go every day, and such
large areas with far more people can be kept
sootlesdy clean, there is no reason why we cannot
keep the Swan Street Mall spotlesdy clean, the Mdl
on Pametto Street spotlesdy clean as well as the
perimeters.”

That is the point | wanted to make. | can undergand the
Minister if he thought we were talking about there. But it
was over here, behind this Parliament or in front of it.
There was no divide. It was only a question of which land
should be acquired, which property. Because there was a
fireand you had decided to acquire that property. We hed
no difficulty with it.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: On a point of order, Mr.
Speaker. The HonourableMember i s mid eadingthe House.

In giving my presentation on this resolution, | stated
the facts. | did not go into any long speech as to why the
Barbados Labour Party was doing the acquisition at this
time and the Democratic Labour Party did not do it for
some reason or another. | did not go into any reason as to
why people were relocated from Rockers Alley. That type
of debate originated with the Honourable Member for
St. Michaed East. | stated thefacts. That isall | did.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Speaker, Sir, perhapsthe next
time the Honourable Member comes down for an
acquisition, he would be fuller so that we would not have
to spend time drawing information out of him and so that
his colleagues would not midead themselves. There are
some of his colleagues who are ignorant of what has gone
on and one can appreciate that because wisdom does not
come until some time after.

But the Honourable Member for Christ Church South
sooke and that is a horse o another colour. The
Honourable Member for Christ Church South - | am sorry
he is not in his place - has his own reasons why he has to
take a certain podtion concerning the selling o food in
placeslike Dover. That is hot a matter which concerns me
because that is not vending in the same sense that we are
discussing it.

Aside.
Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | an dways
moved by the way the debates turn in this House If the
Honourable Members are going to do research, the
Honourable Members should do the research completely.

Let me repeat. | said that | an not going to get
involved in discussing with the HonourableMember, & this
stage, certain matters which the Honourable Member for

Chrig Church South would have a mgor interest in
because he is concerned about the sale of food at Dover.
That iswhat | said. He understands what | mean.

Sir, when dl is said and done, what we have to do in
this country is to ensure that ordinary people who become
involved in vending in the streetsof thiscountry can do so
in dignity, can do so with a measure of dignity and, at the
same time, not contaminate the environment which is so
important to dl of us.

| do not believethat it is necessary for us to comein
here and try to prove that this group was more interested
in the vendors than the other groups.

Adde.
1255 p.m.

Thetruthis that Mr. P. J. M. Miller had indicated that
al o this business started when, for the first time the
peopledf the City were getting some representation of any
qudity. Mr. PJM. Miller who for the first time brought
some measure of decent representation to the people of the
City came in here, Sir, and it was that distinguished
gentleman, Mr. PJM. Miller, when he was in the
Demoacratic Labour Party, who managed to brinp thewhole
issued vending to thefore and which led the Government
to spend some serious time examining the whole issue of
the vendors. | hope that the present Minister will n.. Zail
prey to any partisan claptrap. | hope that the present
Minigter will continue the sterling efforts to transform the
Palmetto Squareareainto athing of beauty in keeping with
the policy guidelines which the Democratic Labour Party
have so admirably set.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, | have been to Boston in the United
States and the people of Boston have been able to create a
movegble market. | have never seen anything like it in my
life. It is a fantastic phenomenon where people of al
descriptions and al kinds can comein and do comein and
they sell their wares and as the Honourable Member was
saying, some of them actually manufacture as they are
sdling. They have a kind o built in manufacturing and
marketing system dl in one and they are alowed to sl
outside the mgor hotel areas. It is only in places like
Barbados where certain types get very nervous as soon as
they see more than 3 or 4 black people gathered in the
same place.

You can suck your teeth as much as you like because
you dl do not like to hear the word "black”. Some of you
do not like to hear the word "black”. | am saying that there
are some people who get nervous. When you go to
London, Sir, you can go into the heart of London and you
will find markets. The people have a street closed off every
weekend in parts of London. If you go to New York you
will find peoplesalling on the streets & certain timesof the
year. You wak down the stregts of Fifth Avenue and
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people are breaking off your shoulder trying to get you to
come and buy something. | do not understand why people
in this country seem to fed that if somebody is not
fortunate enough to get a hifautin booth in somewherelike
the Port that that person is somehow not permitted to sell.
They have to learn how to behave themselves. They have
to learn how not to harass people. They have to learn how
to keep the place tidy.

| watch the Rastas who used to sell coconuts down
by Stanmore Crescent, every Sunday morning they set up,
they sell their coconuts and every Sunday afternoon they
clean the place immaculately. | watched it for years. They
are a people who haveentrepreneurid spirit in this country
who do not have the opportunity or the capita to go past
a certain level. What Governments like ours should be
doing is finding ways and means to fud tha particular
machinery so that those people can get an opportunity to
put their entrepreneurial capacity at the disposa o the rest
d the country.

Not everyoneof them will prove to be immaculatein
their gpproach to the laws and that is why we have laws
and that is why there are people to enforce the laws. You
have Public Hedlth Inspectors, you have Policemen and
they are to make sure that thelaws are enforced but it does
not meen that when we come to look at policy we are to
run and hide from dealing with these issues frontally. We
are to deal with them, we are to tell people enough is
enough and that is why we had said 40 in Swan Street
would be enough.

When we looked at setting up the Mal behind here
we understood that the people who were then in Rickett
Street would be going to Pametto.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Speaker, let me withdraw any
imputation that we had made the decison to move the
people from Rickett Street to where they are now. If that
is what is understood, that is not whet | am saying. | am
saying that when the Mall that we were going to create,
when money afforded it, because the Honourable Member
issaying you did not do anything . . . | chalenge anybody
in Government anywhere to be able to do dl the things
they plan to do at the time they are holding office for the
first 5 years.

The Honourable Member just made a speech, which
if the newspaper reportsare correct, suggested thet they are
going to spend $45 million transforming the Bridgetown
area It is not the first time that somebody has mede a
statement about whet they are going to do. It isnot thefirst
time that we want a blueprint. This Parliament itself, Mr.
Speaker, when you came in as Spesker you would have
found blueprints for transforming the Parliament yard and
the West Wing. We have dways been ready to make these
transformations.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member has two
minutes to conclude.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The fact is that it is this
Government's time to be on the watch. They have the
opportunity. It is their opportunity now and they are going
to be judged as al Governments are judged. The time
cometh when this Government will have to account for its
Sewardship just & al Governments before it, 0 in the
meantimeremember to make hay while the sun shinesfor
procragtinationisthethief of timeand this Government has

. already been functioning for nearly 2 yeas As

parliamentary Government goes, it hasbeen functioning for
nearly 2 years.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: That is al right. You let the
people judge. According to the people in my constituency
who are either out of work or being dismissed wholesde....

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | an too busy doing thingsfor the
City. The Honourable Member, for the first time, has a
congtituency office. Thefirst time the Honourable Member
has had a congtituency and people from the City are till
coming to my congtituency office. TheHonourableMember
better not let us talk about who does what for whom.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member, your time
hasexpired. Will the HonourableMember conclude, please.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

Hon. MISS B. A. MILLER: Mr. Spesker, Sir, | beg
to move that this House be suspended until 200 o'clock
this afternoon.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: | beg to second that.

The question was put to the House and resolved in
the affirmative and Mr. Speaker suspended the sitting
accordingly.

132 p.m.

RESUMPTION
Mr. SPEAKER: This sitting is resumed.

Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER: Mr. Spesker, Sir, | rise
to support this Resolution and | must say that | was very
impressed with the speech of the Honourable Member for
Chrigt Church South who was able to give us a very vivid
higory of the role of the Barbados Labour Party in
assgting small business personsin this country. | believe
Honourable Members of the House must have benefited
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from that exposition by the Honourable Member for Christ
Church South.

Sir, this matter of vending is nothing we would want
to politicize and it is unfortunate that the Member for St.
Michedl East found himsdlf on thet road. | think that he
took the wrong turn at the wrong placeand perhapshe was
the wrong person who was making those kinds of
comments. Sir, looking at it futuristicallyin terms of small
vending in Barbados, | wish to suggest that the vendors
join themselves in a group to market themselves. So that
once We provide the facilitiesfor them they would market
themselvesin such a way that people would naturaly buy
their products. | believe, Sir, that they have to recognize
the need for marketing of their products and services in
order for this to maximize profits.

Sir, in addition to that, | bdieve that Government
could alsolook at initiativesto cooperatewith them in their
marketing efforts. | am talking, Sir, not only of the street
vendorsbut | am talking as well of the beach vendorsand
| think as an entity that for the future we can look at
having them marketed when we are promoting Barbados
oversess in the audio visuas and we can have them
projected in the printed literature especidly, Sir, now that
we have this great initiative of having placed them in
Palmetto Square. Once we have the kind of adequate
facilitiesthat are necessary, | think that we would have laid
the ground work for the effective promotion and marketing
of small vendorsin Barbados.

| would also hope, Sir, that the hoteliers give the
vendors the encouragement which they need. | remember
conducting a seminar some 2 or 3 years ago for beach
vendors and water sports people and there was the
complaint that they were not being given any assstance at
dl. Asamatter of fact, they complained that hotelierswere
acting asa hindrance to their being alowed to market their
services. | believe that there is need for collaboration
because vending reinforces the efforts of the hoteliers. In
fact, it enhances Barbadosas a product becauseit facilitates
interaction between the visitor and the local person and it
should be encouraged. | am hoping that the hoteliers will
understand the importance of facilitating the marketing
efforts of the vendors. In this regard, Sir, | believe that
signage at the airport and seaport which will show where
these vendors can be found and the kinds of things which
they sell will help these vendorsin their marketing efforts.

Sir, the Government is on the right track and with the
cooperation of the tourism arm of Government and also
with the support of the big private sector | believe that
vending will be able to provide the kind of economic
enfranchisement for thesmall businessmanin Barbados. So
we are seeing a catalyst for read change and, once al the
sectors cooperate in these endeavours, Sir, | believe that
once again this Government will prove that it is redly
working in the interest of the small men and will not only

be giving rhetoric and not supporting the rhetoric action.
But we will, as have been proven historicaly, act on behaf
of the small people of Barbados.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, |
rise in this debate to congratul ate the Honourable Member
for St. Andrew. Much has been spoken, Sir, on both sides
about manifesto promises and | wish to turn to page 9 of
the BarbadosL abour Party Manifesto, which isa document
of this Honourable Chamber. It says, Sir, in very explicit
language:

"A BLPGovernment will seek asa matter of urgency
to establish permanent vendors' sites, with adequate
sanitary facilitiesin and around Bridgetown and off
the highways.

Existing produce markets will be refurbished and
brought up to modem day standardsof retailing. Craft
makets will be established in Bridgetown,
Speightstown, Oigtins and Holetown."

The speakerson the other side have made much of the fact
that at one time or another each party has enunciated the
congtruction of some sort of facility for vendors. The
Opposition says, Mr. Speaker, that we are acting on their
plan, The fundamental point which must be made here
amidst al of the quoting of 1990 speeches by the
Honourable Member for St. Michael West and all of tne
clams made by the Honourable Member for St. Michael
Eadt is that a person cannot exist on agood intention. It is
dl right for them to say that therewasa plan, but until that
plan actualy becomes a redity, it benefits nobody to
remain at the stage of the concept only. Thet Party, Sir,
had 8 years to teke it from the stage of conception to
congtruction, from the stage of being a plan, to the stage
whereit was a product in existence from which Barbados
could benefit as a whole and in 8 years they did not
manage to move it from the level of a plan.

In my view, Mr. Speaker, they must be tested against
the other plans that they had when they say that they had
a plan. We mugt test them againgt the other plans which
they also dleged that they had. In this Chamber too, Sir,in
the 1990 or 1991 Estimates Debate - | do not have the
page with me, Sir - but the Honourable Member for St.
Michael West spoke of a plan that was to start very soon
where there would be significant amounts of cosmetic
surgery done a the St. Joseph Hospital, that contact hed
been made with the surgeon and that it would start within
a matter of weeks after the financial year began. That, too,
was a plan that never came to fruition, just like the
Vendors Mal Plan of the Democratic Labour Party, was
never carried out.

We must look, too, a the St. John Development Plan
which was to be sted in the condituency of the
Honourable Member for S. John, a person who was the




2235

Minigter of Finance. That was another plan that was never
redized. So it isal right, Mr. Speaker, for them to get up
and quote themselves in debate and begt their breasts and
sy that they hed a plan. But many of us have plans that
never reach fruition and, when we judge them by their
deeds, you see that other plans that they had never moved
beyond the planning stage. In 8 years, they never t ook the
Vendors M| Congtruction Plan from the stage of a plan
to the stage where it was a product existing beyond the
minds and tongues of the Democratic Labour Paty as a
product that Barbadians can benefit from. | thereforewant
to congratul atethe Honourable Member for S. Andrew for
not only having a plan but for bringing it before the
Chamber in a way which can be o benefit to dl
Barbadians. Mr. Spesker, | must aso commend the
Honourable Member for the aacrity with which he haes
brought this matter before this Honourable Chamber. We
have only been in officefor a year and he has been able,
Sir, if | may usethelanguage of conception, to give birth
to what the Democratic Labour Raty could not even
manage to consummate.

What are the benefits to be derived from this
Vendors Mall?1 want to speak, Mr. Speaker, and frameit
in the broad context of the socio-economic benefits which
will devolve on Barbados as aresult of this. | would wish,
Mr. Speaker, before| do so, however, to make one further
point in relationto the Democratic L abour Party Plan. They
said in this Chamber this morning that it was in their
Manifesto. | wish to remind thisChamber, asindeed | wish
to remind al Barbadians, that the Democratic Labour Party
itself hes repudiated the Manifesto as a socia contract.
That the Leader of the Opposition has said on record that
what they put in a manifesto is not important, that you can
say anything in a manifesto and you must judge them not
on what they say but on what they do. So that we know,
Mr. Speaker, that on the basis of that statement repeated
over thelast 8 years by the Democratic Labour Party that
what they had in their manifesto with regard to the Plan is
of no import and the fact that they have never done it,
despite the talk, is itsdf ample evidence that they never
intended to do it.

215 p.m,

Mr. Speaker, | was to speak in broad terms of the
benefitswhich people would derive from the vendors mall
now to be constructed.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Spesker, on a point
of order. According to my knowledge | am the Leader of
the Opposition and the Honourable Member just attributed
certain statementsto me. | wish to categoricadly deny that
| have eyer said in this Chamber or otherwise that whet is
placed in a Manifesto is irrelevant and therefore | believe
that the speaker should withdraw that statement as being
entirely untrue and something | have never sad in this
House or anywhere else.

Hon. MissH. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Spesker, Sir, the
benefits to be derived by Barbadiansfrom the construction
of this mdl are myriad.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, on a point
of order.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member, you mede
a statement which the Honourable Member is suggesting
cannot be atributed to him and you are being asked to
withdraw the remarks.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Spesker, the
remarks are those of the Democratic Labour Party. It is
true that they have been attributed in two ways.

Mr. SPEAKER: You did attribute these words to the
Honourable Member.

Hon. MissH. E. THOMPSON: | am not seeking to
deny it, | an smply saying. . ..

Mr. SPEAKER: All | am asking you to do is
withdraw them and let us move on, please.

Hon. Miss H. E THOMPSON: Vey wdl, Si. |
withdraw the comments, particularly in the light of the
point the Honourable Member for . John made,
particularly in thelight of his denia, though, Mr. Spesker,
| would wish to say for the record that these comments
have been repeatedly attributed to the leadesiship of the
DemocraticLabour Party, and the Honourable Member for
St. John has never denied them before. But he now uses
thisoccasion, many years after thefact, to deny it and if he
wishes so to do, then | will withdraw the remarks, but
Barbadians will well remember that this was part of the
nationd discussions. It was in the national newspapers, it
was never denied at the time it was published, and this
fudled a lot of nationd discusson over whether a
Manifesto is a socid contract or not.

| go on, Mr. Spesker. The benefits to be derived from
the congtruction of such a mal, Sir, are myriad. |1 would
wish to point, first of al, to thefact that a possibility exists
that those who are producing craft and wares in such a
mall have the opportunity not only to make a living for
themsalves, but that such a mall could act as an earner o
foreign exchange for the Government. Once people are put
in a place that is attractive, clean and centrdl, tourists are
going to go into it, so that what the Honourable Member
for St. Andrew is here creding is a new enterprise in
Bridgetown that itself can be foreign exchange generating.
There is dways tremendous benefit to be derived by the
economy and by the Government to have hard currency, to
have good foreign exchangeand to have a good baanceof
reserves.
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But more than that, it recognises and pays tribute to
the entrepreneurid spirit of the Barbadian, and particularly
the small Barbadian vendor. Many o us do not recognise
or often give credit to those people who sdl, who
accumulate small amounts of capital and turn it over and
the businesses become significantly revenue generating for
themselves. People have sent to school children out o
enterprisessuch as these. They have gone from wooden to
wall houses and the fact that this opportunity is now being
given to them to work in an environment that is up scale,
that is attractive, will aso cause other people who may
have. been reluctant to sell from the street to themselves
want to get into a vendors madl and sell from a setting
such s that.

| have for a long time been concerned about the
people who sell dong Swan Street and other areas. The
honourable Member for . Michael East spoke of the
running of peopleout of Rockers Alley, but the point must
be made that in eight years they never at any time took any
steps to invite these people back into Rockers Alley or
anywhere else on Swan Street to ply their trade. Had the
last administration felt that there had been such a terrible
blow to the small man, that was an option available to
them. This new mall, with bathroom facilities, brings
dignity to the working conditions of those people who
have, up to now, sold in the open ar on Swan Street. In
the last eight years the last adminigtration never even saw
it fit to provide a chemical toilet for those people so that
they could have bathroom facilities. Some of them live in
my congtituency, some of them are women. That
administration did not see the need to provide any basic
social amenities, not a tap anywhere that they can go and
wash their hands, not a bathroom that is covered and
pleasant smelling and as a result people were forced to use
the alleysoff Swan Street as bathroom facilitiesand every
day they smell temble and have to be washed down. You
can see people going down the alleysto use the placeasa
public convenience. That is part of the social problem that
this vendors mdll is now going to be redressing. It will
bring dignity to the conditions in which people ply their
wares and their trades. It means that people will not be
subjected to the elements morning, noon and night, rainfall
or sunshing, and that is significant, because everybody
wants to go to a place where they can work in an
amosphere that bring$ dignity to them asindividuas. This
vendors mall will do that.

It is also significant, Mr. Speaker, that this vendors
mal will have a serious impact on the preservation of
hedlth and the environment of thearea. During theday, and
during the evening in particular, once business is closed,
when the bits of fruit and vegetables are placed by the
wayside, often you can See rats and other rodents,
cockroaches and other insects feeding on the scrapsof fruit
and vegetables. It has become, in some respects, a public
hedlth problem on what is one of the main dreets in the
city centre of Barbados. Placing these peoplein a vendors

mall will eliminate that problem, because there will not be
largeconcentrationsof peoplethrowing fruit and vegetables
and other things that will feed and help to harbour rats in
thisarea.

Mr. D. &. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Speaker, on a point of
order. The Honourable Member is mideading the House.
The impression is going out that the vendors brought rats
to Bridgetown and | would like that corrected.

Mr. SPEAKER: No point of order, please. Proceed,
please.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, the
HonourableMember for St. Lucy is capabled tremendous
feats of illogic. We have sat in this Chamber and heard
him "move Bulkeley factory back to &. George", and | am
quoting him verbatim, when those of us who are right
minded know it never left.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: On a point of order, Sir.
The Honourable Member is mideading the House. |
challenge her to bring the records to prove that. As usual,
she is doing the norm.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
given hisleapsdf illogic he will interpret what | am saying
to meen that vendors brought ratsto town. Wherever there
are concentrationsdf places that can exist for harbouring of
rodents, where they can get food, whether it is cane
grounds or peopl€e's residences, they are going to go. It is
afact that because there is a source of food in town you
can see them going there. | am not suggesting that people
brought them there.

It is the embarassment, in my view, o the
Democratic Labour Party which is making them cast the
argument in a way that would suggest that to give a mall
to these people and to give them this degree o dignity in
the place of business from which to operateisof benefit to
peopled certain colours and certain social classesand will
benefit a certain select group. Mr. Speaker, it is because
they areembarrassed that they have never done anything to
help this group of small black people, the very group they
have indicated that they are the championsof, that they are
now trying to frame the argument to detract attention away
from the fact that it is this administration that is redly
holding out hope to those vendors.

Aside.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, the
absence of bathroom facilities for people who work in
Swan Street has been a cause of mgjor concern, not only to
the people themselves, but to the Ministry of Hedth and
the Environment.

225 p.m,
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Thefact that there are no adequate facilitiesfor even
washing their hands, all o theseare public hedlth problems
that could have been and should have been addressed by
the last Adminigtration if in fact they were looking out for
the vendors or if in fact they were concerned about the
public hedth problems. It was not dedt with. It isall being
dedlt with now.

Thereis asenseof hope and gratitude amongst those
who now sell on Swan Street, who see the possibility of
their having a business place in centra Bridgetown with
proper facilities for them to sdll from and with proper
bathroom facilitiesthat they can usefor thefirst time. This
is an important development for small business and smdll
vendors and itinerant vendors in Barbados. Some people
have sold from their particular spots for years. There are
people who have a regular clientele and they are well
known for selling certain products. They will now have an
opportunity to have a space in the mal identified as their
own from which they can sell and trade.

The Honourable Member for &t. Michael East has
aso sought to make the point that the Barbados Labour
Party Administration did not look out for small peopleand
was trying to suggest that over the course of the last 8
years they were the people who looked out for smal
busnessmen. | fed there is a need to revist the
opportunities that the Democratic Labour Party hed to
invest in the smal man, in smal business and small
vendors. One of thefirst opportunitiesthat they had was to
upgrade Pelican or, dternatively, to give smal men the
opportunity to own certain types of businesses within the
CruiseTermina setting from which they could benefit from
the cruise ship trade. Instead, they chose to give that
opportunity to a large entrepreneur of the type whom they
would now comein here to seek to condemn.

As aresult, many of the small businessesin Pelican
have been adversdly affected. Pelican Restaurant, which to
ome extent was an ingtitution in Barbados, has closed and
other business have had to close down within Pdican
because of the way in which the Port development wes
done to the exclusion of the small vendor at Pelican. That
isafact.

It is also a fact that in the way they developed and
dlowed to develop the al-inclusive hotd trade that they
did not ensure that the small entrepreneur in the person of
the taxi driver and other small busnessmen were ever
dlowed to get contractsto work in these hotels. They could
have done this because you can use morad suasion as a
government to influencethis sort of development. Instead,
they ensured that these contracts continued to be
monopolised and were monopolised by large companies,
the very sort of companiesthat they now come in here to
suggest that we are trying to benefit. All of that, Mr.
Spesker, had to do with whether or not you are catering to
the small men or the large man, and the point | am seeking

to makeisthat over thelast 8 years every opportunity they
had to invest in the small man and to open opportunities
for busness for the smal nan they did not do it.

Again, another example can be produced in the sale
of the Cement Plant and other nationd assets that were
0ld off, like the shares of BET. The last Adminidtration
had an opportunity to create small blocks of votes that
small men could buy. They didn't. In each case it wentto
large business or outside interests so that
telecommunications, which is one of the fastest growing
industries in the world, has been given, not to Barbadians,
not to smal men, not to Barbadians living overseas to
invest in, but has been given to an externa, internationa
conglomerate. The same applies to everything that they
sold off that usad to belong to Barbadians. So thereis o
evidence that over the last 8 years...

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | hate to interrupt the Honourable
Member but, Sir, first of al, only last week this matter of
BET was debated and it is against the Rules of the House
to refer to a debate that has already occurred.

Secondly, Sir, it is not relevant to the acquigtion. |
can undergtand reference to the smal man but going into
BET | submit is carrying it a little too far.

Mr. SPEAKER: Proceed, please. HonourableMember,
bear in mind the point that has been made and don't stray
too far from the acquisition.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Spesker, Sir, |
accept the ruling of the Chair. The point | an making isin
relation to the acquisition is that the acquisition presentsto
the Administration an opportunity to give support to the
deveopment of small businessand presentsan opportunity
for thesmall entrepreneur to invest in businessthat will not
only ean revenue for himsdf but will earn foreign
exchange. | was smply meking the point which i
analogous that when the last Adminigtration hed the
opportunity to create similar investment opportunities for
smdl businessmen by thesaledf sharesof propertieswhich
belonged to Barbados that they chose instead not to invest
in smal men or in small black Barbadians.

On a number of occasions we have heard the last
Adminigtrationtry to say within this Chamber that they are
the champions of the black people of Barbadosand every
time we make some step towards further investing in black
people or to champion the cause of black people they
become so embarrassed that they try to make it appear as
if we are doing something for a non-black upper dass

The peopled Barbadosneed to bevigilant about this.
They need to mark the Administrations on both sides, not
only by what we say but by what we do.

2.35 p.m.
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Mr. Speaker, thelast administration on June 25,1988
at a decison of Cabinet decided that the Swan Street
vendors would be relocated to an aea north of the
Careenage. The Honourable Member for St. Michagl West
is now trying to say that that is Pametto Square.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir. | never
said any such thing. | quoted a Minister who spoke to the
House who said that there would be a permanent mall for
40 persons in Swan Street and that debate was in this
House in 1990. The Honourable Member must not distort
the record.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: The Honourable
Member for . Michad West quoted the speech and
adopted it. 1 remember he said he was adopting it. The
pomnt | am trying to make is that they are now trying to
suggest that the Barbados Labour Paty Government is
acting pursuant to a plan which they conceptualised. But
when it was given birth to in their Cabinet, the plan wasto
purchase land north of the Careenage, not a Pametto
Square, so the Barbados Labour Party is acting on its own
initiative.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir. | quoted
the Resolution. | said it was a Resolution to gpprove the
compulsory acquisition of land at Bridgetown, St. Michadl
for extension of the Swan Street Mdll. | quoted it. It was
for land on High Street.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honorable Member has 2
minutes more.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Spesker, in
conclusion, | would just want to say that the Minigter is to
be commended for this effort for the speed with which he
has brought it to the House | wish to assure the
HonourableMember for St. Michad East whoseconcernis
about jobs that, indeed, the Barbados L abour Party isgoing
about the business of job creation. This too will help to
create jobs because more people will want to gff into this
ot of activity. We are ensuring too that the concept of red
caps went to a person who had more jobs than you were in
fact, offering S0 do not worry about jobs. Job cregtion is
our business.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order.
Thetender that was submitted to the newspaperson the red
caps contract stipulated that 60 porters should be tendered
for. What has happened, Sir, was a variation o the tender
and an award went for 80 persons when that was contrary
to what was asked for in the tender in the newspapers, and
she has the gall to come in here today to tak about an
additional 20 jobs? It is dishonest and it is going to create
serious confusion at the Airport by putting an additiona 20

people up there.
Mr. SPEAKER: You have made your point.

=

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: But it is ignorance and the
Honourable Member must know that she must not come in
here and distort things in that kind of manner. It is patent
dishonesty.

Hon. MissH. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, in the 2
minutes which | have remaining | will...

Mr. SPEAKER: You do not have two minutes
anymore.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, | will
smply say that the Minister is to be commended.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Speaker, | am not
interested in whether Bulkeley has been moved back to
St. George or not, neither am| interestedin whether Mount
Stinkeroo will be closed by June 1994 or 1995. What | am
interested in today is that we are dealing with a resolution
looking after the interest of the small man. As you are
aware, Sir, whenever you are speaking about the small

man, you are speaking my language.

| would like to make a couple proposals, Sir. In
setting up any business, location is the key, and by making
the point that location is the key to setting up a business,
| want to make a couple suggestions that not only should
we be setting up in Palmetto Square, but | honestly believe
that some land should be reclaimed at Trevor's Way, right
outside the Port. | have been hearing alot of talk about the
big businessmen getting the opportunity to operate within
the Port. | amsaying that what should be happening is that
the small businessmen should be able to get some land
which the Government should reclaim at Trevor's Way S0
they could set up a section for vending.

When | say that, Sir, | am not talking about vending
only. | an talking about vending in craft, er cetera. That
can become one of our tourist centres where people would
move from the cruise ships and go on to Trevor's Way. |
am not sure that when they come into Bridgetown they will
come into Palmetto Square. It might have been easier for
the tourists to come into Swan Street or Broad Street but
if they arelocated on somereclaimedland at Trevor's Wey
| am sure the tourists would haveto pacs by Trevor's Way
on their way to Bridgetown.

Mr. Speaker, | dso want to compliment the
HonourableMember for Christ Church South. He was very
clear in his mind that when the $45 million on urban
development is being spent, and he warned his party, that
they should leave a space on Bay Street for the small man,
and | will support him on that. He aso recommended that
in Rockley the small man interests should be looked after
and | support him in that. But it is rather strange that the
Honourable Member for Christ Church South would have
to remind his paty that they should look after the
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interests of the small man when they are looking at
Rockley and Bay Street.

Mr. Speaker, if we are going to be serious about
vending, and if we are going to be serious about the
economy of Barbados, what we would haveto do is to set
Up an agro processing plant because then we would beable
to network. What would we have on the one hand? We
would have small farmers on the Spring Hall Land Lease
Project channeling their produce to vendors to Bridgetown
and other locations. Those farmers would be able to
produce knowing, and | am talking about smal farmers,
that the produce that cannot be sold by the smal vendors
in Bridgetown that the surplus will be ableto go to an agro
processing plant.

| am saying, Sir, that there is room aso for the big
fish, and | am not making a case for them but | would
make this point now because in order for the agro
processing plant to be successful, we must also have
produce coming from the large plantations and we need not
quarrel because the Democratic Labour Party in the early
1990s st up the Barbados Agricultura Management
Company which has now about 40 indebted estates, so we
need not fear that we are setting up an agro processing
plant, as some people will tell me on the other side that we
are making way for the large fish. | am saying that once
we have an agro processing plant operating in Barbados,
most of the problems for the small vendors and farmers
will be iminated.

| dso want to move on to another point because we
have to regard the peoplein water sportsas smal vendors
too. Thereisa problem in this country that these peopleare
dways accused o doing wrong things to the tourists. | an
dways hearing that they are overcharging, et cetera and |
an saying that is nonsense. You have a system wherelarge
hoteliers in this country charge a rate for water sports in
their hotel rates, and the tourists do not enjoy the facilities,
but yet gill you do not hear one soul in this country
accusing those people of robbing the tourists. They do not
get an opportunity for water sports but they are charged for
it. You do not see anything in the newspapers in this
country which says that they are robbing the tourigts.
245 p.m.

But now, if the same things were to be done by the
smal beach man, you would heer that the jet ski men are
robbing tourists. There would be a big headline. We have
to change these things, because we are giving the
impression that only small people commit crimes and do
things that are wrong. That is not true. Those people work
hard.

As | pointed out earlier, those people bring a lot of
tourists to this country. When the tourists come on to
Broad Street or Swan Street they make contact with the
vendors, not the owners of the stores. They also make

contact with the taximen. When people say that there are
no bathroom facilitiesfor the vendors, thet is true. We nesd
to have some bathroom facilitiesfor the vendors and dso
for the taximen who have been operating in Broad Street
for years.

No Government or no sige could come talking about
you have not provided certain facilitiesfor vendorsbecause
taxi men must be brought into that circle. As you would
know, Sir, those gentlemen have been operating for years
without bathroom facilities. | should aso like to see that
vending is regarded as an industry, not as if it is some ad
hoc Stuation where, when you are scrambling, you decide
to give acouple peoplelicences to operate. | should like to
see that at every tourist atraction area in Barbados that
vending is allowed and that there is some provision.

| agree with the Honourable Member for St. Thomeas.
| should like to see the day when vending is dlowed at
Redman’s Village in St. Thomas. Because the location is
right, Four Crossroads. | would like to see it a Archer's
Bay, River Bay, Cove Bay, adso down by the Navd Base,
Sx Men's and all of thoseareas. Alsoin . Philip. But the
vendors must get the necessary concessionsif weare going
to redly give them the opportunity to exploit what they
deserve.

Mr. Speaker, the impression was aso given in this
House that by giving stalls to vendors you give them
dignity. | object to that. Those vendorsaways had dignity.
Giving them stalls does not give them dignity. Those small
people aways had dignity and integrity. This nons=nse
about giving them salls to give them dignity, | do not
associate mysdlf with that remark.

We tdk about sun and rain when it is convenient to
us. But if you want to talk, you have to be careful how you
push that argument. Because soon from now, somebody
will be arguing that a cane cutter should have a parasol
while he is cutting cane. You have to be careful. You
cannot have one law for one type of worker. Nat only
that, Sir. The cane cutter has no choice. Because that is the
only way he can cut cane. But the vendor can decide how
he wants to sdll his produce, whether he wants to put
something over his head or not. The argument for the cane
cutter must be put forward.

| will support thisresolution but, at the sametime, the
impression that vendors will get dignity when they get
gtalls and cover over their heads, | will not support.

Thank you very much.

Mr. L. R. TULL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | amgoing to be
very brief becausedf the request of the Minigter. Thereare
one or two pointsthat | feel | must raise. | an supporting
the resolution. All sides seem to be agreed that the
congtruction of mall facilities are pending in Bridgetown




2240

and that it is critical. | do not think that anyone has any
quarrel with that.

| only want however, Mr. Speaker, to ask that until
the facilities are provided that the Government, through the
Minister of Transport and Works and the Attomey-General
should use their good offices to make sure that al these
women fram St. George who come to town trying to sell
their own products to make a living be not hounded and
run al around Bridgetown like common criminds. | know
the law has to be observed and | understand, Mr. Speaker,
Sir, that there must be disciplinein the way we conduct
business in Barbados and that we cannot have a generd
free-for-all.

But there is a number of concessions that should be
made. | know what the law is but | am sure that, with
proper direction, there can be an easing o the gpplication
of thefull brunt of thelaw in respect of these people. | am
not talking about some young men from around
Bridgetown who go in to the back of Spry Street and buy
2 boxes o apples from the wholesders there and come
around town trying to sell the few apples. | have nothing
against them, Sir. But they are very different from the old
women in St. George who plant a few vegetables, okras,
peas and so on. They cannot take them to the supermarkets
any more, Sir, because the big producers monopolize the
supermarkets. All those supermarkets only buy from big
dedlers. Small people who are selling their own produce
that they grow on asmdl pieced land next to their houses
now find it difficult to have access to the buying

departments of supermarkets. But they need to have their
goods sold.

They come to town with a basket maybe one day a
wek and try to sdll off the few things they have grown
and the policemen are running them all around Bridgetown
because they do not have permitsand cannot sell here and
there. | am concerned about that.

| wasin thelaw courtsthismorning and | saw alarge
number of vendors brought before the court. It happens al
thetime. But | only mention this moming becauseit is the
most recent. People who are selling okras thet they grow
next to their house, red peppers, peas and thiskind of Stuff
are the people who are appearing in the courts. | saw a
middle-aged woman this moming. When she went into the
dock, the first thing she did was to close her eyes and say
a prayer. Then she said that she was guilty of sdling
without the requisite permit and she went on to say that she
had these things that she had raised, she was not working,
she hed children and she wanted to rai se some money for
her children. In 1996 she is sitting down in a dock in a
criminal court in Bridgetown.

There is a difference between, as | said, those who
buy and then sdll. They have to make a living too. But
their postion is very different from those who grow and

then have to sdl. If we do not ease up this system, we are
going to cause a lot of problemsin this community.

Aside.

Mr. L. R. TULL: You may not understand. The
peoplein the congtituency of the Honourable Member for
St. Michad West as | say may go a R. S. French's
wholesde place and buy a box of grapesor applesand go
and sdll them on the bridge or wherever. There is nothing
wrong with that. But | am talking about the people who
produce their own crops and have to sell them.

Aside.

Mr. L. R. TULL: | find the Honourable Member for
St Michad West a little obtuse in his approach to this
matter. | am trying to make some very serious points and
he is bothering me about these differences. | do not want
to get into any long debate today. | hopethe Miniser will
heed my words in respect of these people.
255 pm,

In respect of theseoutlets we get the fedling thet only
Bridgetown can sell products so you will build your
markets in Fairchild Street, in Cheapside and Temple Yad
and over here at the North of this building, Sir.

Some years ago the Barbados Labour Paty
administration had started making provison for the
Barbados Marketing Corporation, asit then was, to open a
number of outletsin certain strategic aress of the country
to make sure that small fanners could havetheseoutletsfor
getting rid of their goods and one was identified in central
St. George in very close proximity to St. George Parish
Church. It gtarted, Sir, and a number of the persons of
whom | speak were ableto take their cropsto thisoutletin
central St. George and get them sold. That outlet hasnow
been dosed. Nothing has replaced it and | am trying to
urge those concerned, the Minister of Agriculture, the
Minister of Public Works and whoever are involved in
these things, to see whether they cannot return to that sort
of decentralised Situation where the people in the country
can find outlets to get rid of their crops without having to
go through al of the problems of what goes on in the
central markets in Bridgetown.

That is theonly point | want to make, Sir, and | hope
that my words, very brief, would be hearkened to by those
who are in position to do something about it.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | think
that thisisan important debateand | want to add my voice
toit. It isprobably a tribute to the 2 mgjor political parties
that both of them, in some way, dedlt with the problems
which confront vendors in Barbados in the Manifestos far
the last dection. | wish to put to rest the very ms
leading, specious, untruthful, allcgations that neither the
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Development Plan nor the Democratic Labour Party
Manifestodedt with ratte's relative to the redevel opment
of Bridgetown and to the whole range of other things
which the HonourableDeputy PrimeMinister said were not
dealt with in our Manifesto.

Nobody reading this Development Plan would fail to
recogni ze the tables @ the back of the document which
relate to the public investment progranme and
projection of capital expenditure. Mr. Spesker, Sir,
thereis aprojection for CheapsdeMarket o something
like$4 rilian Thereis a projection for Fairchild Street
Market in the sum of $4 million. Thereis a projection for
roadside markets. There is a projection for Eagle Hall
Market in the sum of $2.5 million. Al of these condtitute
pert of t he Development Plan which the Democratic L abour
Party put before the public o Barbados. The Member for
the City got up in this House and gave the impression thet
the Development Ran was silent on that issue.

What iseven more shameful, Mr. Speaker, Sit, is that
 page 195 of the Development Plan new marketing
facilitieswill be provided a the Chegpside and Fairchild
Street sites while the exigting facilities at Eagle Hall will
be upgraded. These facilities will offer a new concept in
marketing whereby agricultural commodities can be
presented for retailing under more hygienic conditionsand
in a more attractive manner. | heard the Honourable
Member with all of this talk about mests and poultry. She
aways has to add some dimension to these debates as if
dhe has visited us from North America or Erope with
other peopl€'s ideas and is trying to supplant them on a
comuni ty which has its own language and its own
concept for these things. She comes up with, where you
separate the meat and poultry from the vegetables and
ground provision and a lot of foolishness in my view, Mr.
Speaker, Sir, which is irrdlevant in the context of the
debat e which we are undergoing inside here.

It goes on Mr. Spedaker, Sir, "In order to attract a
larger clientele to these markets, limited accommodation
will be provided for handicraft vendors and other small
scale traders, This will assist in reducing the problem o
street vending around Bridgetown". Mr. Spesker, Sir, this
Development Plan speaks to theissue. | do not have to say
much more. What | can say is thet in the last days of the
Democratic Labour Party Government the then Minister of
Economic Afars and mysdlf were raging a war to try and
get the money which the Chinese hed made available to
this country, diverted from projects like the completion of
the pedagogicd unit, to upgrading markets in Barbados.
We had to try on all fronts to get concurrence by the
technicians, because that was the first hurdle and then the
other processesthat were necessary to get fundsdivertedin
the sum of $4 million for the upgrading of Chegpside
Market. W eleft Government, and Mr. Speaker, Sir, that
project was not completed. The Government acts asiif the
Democratic L abour Party administration was able, between

1991 and 1995 to have an ambitious capita works
programme.

Now, thisis a Government that itself has an entirely
under executed capita works programme- under-executed
by as much as 50%. and the Minigter of Public Works can
sitin his seat and act asif dl the projects which he came
and found and the new ones are dl on sream. But the
Centrd Bank and d| of the other economic documentation
would tdl the public of Barbados that the capital works
progranme, smal asit is, is under-executed.

Those terms may be foreign to the Honourable
Member for . Andrew and hopefully before he finishes
his teem here he would better understand them. Even
projects that were up and running, Mr. Spesker, Sir, they
have somehow been able to foul them up such thet they
cannot be concluded in an orderly fashion.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, look at the 1991 Democratic Labour
Party Manifesto, page 14, we made it clear in a section
entitted "Smal Industries Development Plan" thet
handicraft and handicraft development hold out many
opportunitiesfor creative employment and developing the
cregtive talentsof Barbadians.

"A DLP Adminigration recognized this in the past
and will therefore continue and intensfy its
programme for the development of this sector. The
Party is committed to the following:

The redevelopment of Pdican Village."
305 p.m,

Mr. Speaker, Sir, when the Democratic Labour Party
Administration |€eft office, there was a modd on the table
which the Cabinet hed inspected relativeto the building of
new facilitiesat Pelican Village in Barbados. There was a
modd designed which, of course, we were ungble to
execute. | have not heard anything about that development
in the course of this debate.

The Honourable Member for the City talked about the
Queen's Warehouse. Let us see what was sad in this
manifesto, Mr. Speaker, because the 1994 Manifesto which
Members on that side extol as "choice for change" hes
copied word for word what the 1991 Democretic Labour
Party Manifestosaid. | will read both documentsso thet the
Attorney Generd who likes to send information to the DPP
and dsewhere can read them to see whether this level of
plagiarism is not an offence againg the Laws o Copyright
in Barbados. | will ask that this be sent to the Director of
Public Prosecution or the relevant authority for inspection
and they can interview the parliamentarians who are
responsible.
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Mr. Speaker, Sir, to continue:

"Utilization and modernization of the Queen's
Warehouse in collaboration with the private sector to
provide an outlet to craftsmen.

Development of a Craft Centre at Belleplainein order
to better utililize the indigenous materials which exist
in this area.”

This is dl part of the planning which the Democratic
Labour Party undertook before the 1991 campaign but it
does not end there. Because if you want to hear the
smilarity between the 1994 Barbados Labour Party
Manifeso and our 1991 Manifesto, listen to this
Beautification of Bridgetown. You would think based on
what the Honourable Member for the City said in the Frank
Collymore Hall the other night thet thisis thefirst time in
the history o this country that anybody has come up with
a plan for Bridgetown. Listen to this, Mr. Speaker, page
29;

"The DLP attaches great importance to the
environmental enhancement of Bridgetown. The next
DLP Government will complete the following
projects.

(@ Parliament Buildings courtyard and their
immediateenvirons;

(b) restoration of Jubilee Gardens,

(c) redevelopment of the Princess Alice Omnibus
Termind;

(d) Independence Square;

(e) the Waterfront Development Project”

All of this is what the Honourable Member is waking
around Barbados trying to conceive. He is trying to
conceive, not conceptualize.

Aside.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: | do not meke those kinds
o comments because she and | have dready had a
contretemps. Let us go on to Vendors Mdll:

"The DLP Government recognizes the need to
promote small business development and commits
itself to the following projects:

(@ the Swan Street Mall;
(b) the redevelopment of the Cheapside/Temple
Yard market complex;

(c) the provision of three selected areas off the
ABC Highway for vending activities,

The markets/vendors’ outlets will be wdl
appointed, wel regulated and will provide adequate
amenities, including toilet facilities."

Now ligten to thislanguagein the Labour Party Manifesto.
Unbelievable is the level of creativity which they have
brought to bear on this matter.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, if you would turn to the relevant
section of the Party's Manifestoin the event you may have
forgotten its content, | want to remind you what it says.
Wéll, you know the language:

"Establish a programme for the "greening" of
Bridgetown and for urban green areas in Jubilee
Gardens, Cheapside, Fairchild Street and Church
Village™

Listen to this, Mr. Speaker, straight out of the DLP 1991
Manifesto and it has found its way into the 1994 Barbados
Labour Party Manifesto:

"Implement the Bridgetown Waterfront Devel opment
Project"

The language is amost the same. Our Manifesto was said
to have said nothing about it, Mr. Speaker. The dlegation
was that it said nothing about it. Mr. Speaker, listen to this

"Construct on the sitesof those public markets which
the BLP had aready earmarked for demoalition...”

Aside.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please on this sde.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Somethingis hurting, Mr.
Speaker. Something is stinging, Mr. Speaker, and | do not
know what it is. | know what subject | want to hear you on
and it has not come up yet. | know what | want to hear you
on. Do not worry about the markets. You have to account
to the public on certain things and, when | am ready, | will
ligten to you on that. Until then, you should really keep
quiet. Remain in suspended animation. We are on page 28.

| am not certain that the record will state that | am
referring to the Honourable Member for Christ Church
South, Mr. Speaker, Sir. Page 28;

"Congtruct on the sitesof those public markets which
the BLP had aready earmarked for demolition large
multi-purpose markets for arts and crafts as well as
for food and general merchandise.

Renovate and promote Pelican Village as a craft
market."

That is no different from what we promised in 1991. | go
on:

"Upgrade facilitiesat Temple Yard."
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Mr. Speaker, Sir, the sum total of what | am sayingis that
what we &t out was even more than what was set out in
the 1994 Manifesto. But we did not stop there because we
continued and the Honourable Member for the City dso
attacked us and said that there was nothing in the 1994
Mini fest 0 of the Democratic Labour Party. Let us start on
page 20 and this relates to this debate;

"Egablishment of a Vendors Mdl a Pametto and
High Streets.

This is 1994, Mr. Speaker. | do not see anything in this
manifesto about that. Yet, people over there are claiming
credit now for something which is in this manifesto. This
iS an unbelievable debate. It demongtrates a level o
ignorance of public affairs in this country, Mr. Speaker,
which is shameful. That people who have before them the
public records are ignoring what is part of the politica
record d this country and are making up as they go aong
to substantiate their point. It is unforgivable. It is
unbelievable.

Mr. Spesaker, we heard the whole debate and | was
not going to sitin silenceand | prepared mysdlf. Turn now
to page44 of the same DemocraticLabour Party Manifesto
and listen to this, Mr. Speaker, under Land $e

"The overdl objectives of the policy will centre
around the following:

urban redevelopment for the revitdization o
Bridgetown and Speightstown;

the provison of adequate sites for vendors, craft
persons and other smal business activities at
appropriate locations throughout the idand.”

This is the Democratic Labour Party Manifesto that | am
reading from, Sir, and it goes on:

"Embark on plans for the refurbishment of the
markets at Cheapside, Fairchild Street and will soon
be focusing attention on the Eagle Hall Market.”

But do you know wha is worse? We heard a big
announcement from the Honourable Member for St
Andrew as if he was a Messah offering something to the
vendors dong the highway. Every Manifesto o the
Democratic Labour Party since 1986 has said that we will
make sites available on the ABC Highway for vendors
including the 1994 one:

"Identify 4 additional sites off the ABC Highway for
vending and plans are dready in place to make
vending a redlity."

Wadl, Mr. Speaker, we lost the Government. The
Honourable Member for St. Andrew came and found them

and claimed them as hisown. That is where they are. Both
Rrties have made a commitment to the issue of vendors
and | want to move beyond the trividitiesof thisdebate in
which the Honourable Deputy Prime Minister and those
who followed her sought to focus on things. You know if
my lifeended at 1986, Mr. Speaker, Sir, even at that point,
| could not credit the Honourable Member for Chrigt
Church South with dl o the things he credits to himsdf.

3.15 p.m.

| want to move beyond the trividitiesin this debate
in which the Honourable Deputy Prime Minister and those
who followed here sought to focus on things.. He has hed
al the opportunity in the world. About 15 Ministrieswere
given to him after the 1976 election, a few were taken
away but he had the key economic ministries and the sum
totd of his contribution to this House is what happened at
the point at which they left governmentin 1986. That isdl
the Honourable Member for Christ Church South
remembers. Then there is a legp backwards to the 50s.

He has cdled me a neophyte in this Chamber on
severa occasions, even when he wasn't a member. In 1956
he couldn't be more than a neophyte S0 how can he play...
Mr. Spesker, in 1956 the Honourable Member would have
to be as much a neophyte as | was in 1986 when he wes
demitting office. Yet, Mr. Speaker, Sir, you would believe
that that is part of some record which the intellectua
genius d the 19 persons who now congtitute the Barbados
Labour Party Government can claim credit for. But if the
peoplewho redly did it were alive today in Barbados they
would not recognise the Barbados Labour Party which is
presently in government, because none of those tenets
which you would have admired in the 50s Mr. Speaker,
Sir, foom pat o this Adminigration's pledge and
philosophy. That has dl been lost and forgotten.

What the Honourable Member for St. Miched East
said about the perspectives o the Government in relaion
to vendorsistrue because Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Honourable
Member for St. Michad East did not need to say it because
his predecessor who once was pat of the "Great
Combination” dso sad it aout them. He was very
congstent in that regard. So let's not be so vaingloriousin
this debate as to believe that in any single individual in
here there is any greater sincerity of purposein providing
more opportunities, particularly for vendors.

When the Honourable Member for Christ Church
South placestherole of vendorsin relation to Government
only against a background of facilities provided or spots
identified, he is missng some of the important points
which the Honourable Member for Christ Church East
made about what other things Government needs to do in
1996 to advance the cause of vendorsin Barbados. There
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are severe congraints. We can identify a privatespot in St.
Lawrence Gap that the vendors are complaining that the
direction Tourism is taking leaves them out. Up to
yedterday - | cannot quote from the newspaper - the
vendors were saying that thedirection Tourism is takingin
this country sidelines them. | mean those who deal with
tourists, not the type the Honourable Member for St
George South says are the people who come to town with
provisons— | will deal with that matter separately - those
in the tourism sector whom the Honourable Member for
Christ Church South claims to be his constituency, not his
congtituents in the sense of living in his constituency,
people for whom he fought and is now repudiating that
fight.

Peoplear e coming and not spending any money. They
say they are not part of the economic life of this country.
That is the message they are sending. That is what this
debate should be about: is it true that the policy being
pursued by Government is sideliningindividuals and what
can we do to ensure they have a stake in the economic
development of this country? Not just identifying sitesand
putting down chemica toilets. They cannot be the only
issues affecting vendors in Barbados. All the public
relationsposturingand site mesetings, if they are not careful
the facilitieswill go into a state of disrepair.

There was another concern | have | don't mind
hearing about the Bridgetown Development Project. | amn
happy to hear about it, but it reminds me of the problem in
Washington D.C. Everything goes north of the Capitol
Building and is fine and rosy - beautiful houses,
deveopment, the Potomac River, lovely gardens and golf
courses and everything south you will seeisdegradationin
al of the areas in which crime is a mgor or leading
problem of the United States of America

How many people will see change in their living
circumstances and as a result of development in the city
fed it has nothing to do with them - the lifestyle, the
conditionsof poverty and having to sleep on the streets of
the city? The people till have to live around Murphy’s
Pasture and the Government is giving awvay property to
deveopers. Why does the representativefor the City not
promote solutions to the problems and find solutions for
the thousands of people living in her congtituency whom
she aleges have been marginalised for so long?

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: On apoint of order. If the
Honourable Member for St. John had come to the Town
Meeting he would have heard the proposals for putting
before the IADB in respect of the Orleans and other parts
of Bridgetown. He know not whereof he speaks.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: It is thoroughly and highly
inappropriatethat a parliamentarian should go to the town
meeting to hear proposals. They should be brought here to
this House first before going anywhere else.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: | can only say | know
where | am needed and wanted and | am not begging for
an invitation for anybody to grandstand on a $45 million
project when we know people from Murphy's Pasturewere
not there either. They said nothing about them. The focus
of the BLPis political becauseif that were not so its public
relations mechanism would be to develop the lives of
peoplein the City but the focus was on the Harbour Police
Station and the old Eye Hospitdl.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Member has 2 minutes...

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: The last point | want to
make is that | believe the truth relative to the cruise
terminal will comeout in due course. | don't intend to sit
here and let Government alow anybody in Barbados to
believethat it is powerlessto changeanything at the cruise
termind. If there are any wrongs at the Port, which is a
magjor investment by the taxpayers of this country, the
Government has the duty to right it, not sit and dlow
people without the backbone or resolve to make changes.
Once Honourable Members want changes they can be
made.

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: The Honourat le Member
for &. John is getting beside himself, Mr. Speaker...

Mr. SPEAKER: On what do you rise?

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: On a point of order. The
Honourable Member is saying that a wrong thing was done
at the Cruise Terminal.
3.25p.m.

| need to be clear. Is the Honourable Member for St.
John saying that a mistake and a wrong thing was done at
the Cruise Termind at the Port? That is what | an
understanding from what he is saying, that something
wrong was done and that we must now right it on thisside.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, | never
equated my intellect with the Honourable Member's and |
do not propose to now. | knew what | said and if the
Honourable Member does not understand it, wel she will
have to resolve that internally or externaly.

The point is this, Mr. Speaker. If there are wrongs
that need to be righted, no Government that comes to office
on acharter for change can spend 18 months talking about
what an Opposition did. The arrangementsat the Port are
very easy to undo. If you think they need undoing, undo
them. You can breach any contract and pay damages. If
you fed it isimmoral, if you think it is wrong, right it.

Mr. Speaker, in the history of this country there have
been severa wrongs which have been perpetrated on the
people. The very Democratic Labour Party came out of the
need to right dl wrongsat whatever cost as long as we felt
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it was necessary to advance the cause of the people. If you
say thereis awrong going on down in the Port, well right
it, and | expect you to right it immediately if not, forever
hold your peace because, Mr. Speaker, we do not condone
hypocrisy in this Chamber. You do not condoneit. | do not
think you would want me to condone it and the
Government alleges that it does not even pass near
hypocrisy and therefore if things need to be done, if
wrongs have been perpetrated, the Government should
expose them and go on to right them.

Thank you, Sir.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Spesgker, we have had a
fairly long debate and | would just like to correct one or
two misrepresentations which have been made by
Honourable Memberson that side. Certainly we would not
be in this debate speaking about things not connected to
thisacquisition if the Honourable Member for &. Michael
East did not carry us back to Rocker's Alley. | just wart,
in dealing with the member who just spoke...

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Spesker, | do not recdl
carrying anybody to Rocker's Alley.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, the member who
just spoke, | believe if he had the same enthusiasm as a
lawyer as he did in palitics he would not have mentioned
any likely breach by those who wrote the BarbadosL abour
Party Manifesto in copying the Democratic Labour Party's
Manifesto because | think what he would have to do is to
go right back to 1986 to look at the Barbados Labour
Party's Manifesto and then he would know which Attorney
Genera should have prosecuted whom. But he did mention
those various projects verbatim and | am going to go
through that same exercise to respect with our 1986
Manifesto, which dealt with the same things, or most of the
things he did mention in their 1994 Manifesto.

| an looking at page 12 of the Manifesto of the
Barbados Labour Party, 1986:-

"PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
Bridgetown

In the spirit of building for the future, the BLP
will, very early in thelife of the new adminigtration,
bring tofruition the Carlide Bay Development Project
which will add a new dimension to the amenities of
historic Bridgetown.

The redevelopment covers the areas between the
Pier Heed and Needham's Point. There will be
improved infrastructure for the creation d a
pedestrian mdl linking a variety of commercid,
social and culturd facilities. Specificaly, it is

proposed to erect a promenade adong the beach
frontage to the Grand Bay Hotel, formerly Holiday
Inn.

The entire project will combine extensive urban
renewal with expanded tourist and business activity
and increased economic benefits to the country in
general.

In addition, an urban devel opment project, dready
garted in New Orleans, ..."

| have to emphasize New Orleans because the
Honourable Member for the City has had to go back to this
same programme as a result of the failure of the last
administration to do anything during the past 8 years.

".will @am & further improving recreationd and
other facilities in that area, while the Bridgetown
Waterfront development (including the proposed

marina)..."

And we have even gone as far as Speightstown now.
We have moved from Bridgetown to Speightstown.

".and the Bridgetown Fisheries Project will
contribute significantly to activity in the City.

Other dements of the BLP's plan for Bridgetown
include highlighting the Lower Green as a tranquil
aea flanked by the proposed National Art Gallery
(referred to under Culturein this Manifesto), the City
Church of St. Mary’s and the century-old Barbados
Mutua Building.

The Party will transform the Jubilee Garden Bus
Stand into an urban garden which will permit traffic
to circulate freely around the area. The markets at
Fairchild Street and Cheagpside will be re-designed
and upgraded.”

Here again practicaly nothing had been done apart
from afew plans by the last administration during the last
eight years. This administration will be dealing with these
matters like how the old people used to use the saying
"actions spesk louder then words" With respect to
Chegpside and Fairchild Street, we are presently in the
process of finalizing loans with internationa lending
agenciesand hopefully therefurbishment of both Cheapside
and the Fairchild Street markets which they spoke about
and did nothing during the past eight yearswill be effected.

| continue:

"TheBLP’s plansfor the Empire Theatre, for two
ultra modem Bus Terminas - one of which is
nearing completion, for extensive renovations and
additions to Queen's College and the Queen
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Elizabeth Hospitd and for the erection of a new
Supreme Court complex, are mentioned elsewhere in
this Manifesto.

TheParty will also complete the renovation of the
Houses of Parliament.."

| believe the memberson that sde would not like to
hear us mention that because ever sincel wasin thisHouse
| was hearing talk about the completion of the renovations
to Parliament and practically nothing has been doneduring
the past eight years.

"The housing development (and this is very
important) at Kensington Lodge will be joined by
othersat Pondside."

We have dready started plans for Pondside. It is a
new concept in building these types of fecilities for the
lower income brackets. We will be having may be a
3-gtorey building with modern-day shops, facilitiesfor day
care centres and parking on the ground floor.

"The provison of adequate parking facilities,
including a multi-storey facility for Bridgetown, will
be an important priority."

Part of that has been done.

"The Party aso intends to redevelop the entire
area bounded by Graeme Hdl and Highway 7,
involving the planning of a Park in the eastern and
western sections of the Graeme Hall Swamp and the
improvement of the road systems to tie in with the
congruction of the Airport to the West Coast
Highway."

So the development which the Honourable Member
for St. John spokeabout in their Manifesto tiesin with this.
3.35p.m,

The Barbados Labour Party regards the south coast
sewerage System as a priority. As you can see we have
moved swiftly to do what the last Adminigtrationfailed to
do with respect to the south coast sewerage project during
the past 8 years.

| should aso like to correct the repeated
misrepresentation by the Honourable Member for S.
Michael West who keeps talking about the plans the last
Adminigtration hed for the relocation of vendorsin Swan
Street. | did not S8e any plans whatsoever in the Minigry
by thelast Adminigtration for the relocation of the vendors
in Swan Street. There were none. There were no plans by
the last Administration for the relocation of the vendorsin
Swan Street and for the provison...

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir. Earlier
today Your Honour indicated that in the course of the

debate you had to rely on the word of the Minister. | reed
from the documents of this House the statement identified
and outlined by the then Minister responsiblefor Transport
and Works, the Honourable D. G. Blackman. | quoted.
Therefore the Honourable Member must not leave any
impression. It is true he is saying he has not seen. | did
not quotefrom his Ministry or any other Ministry, | quoted
the Minister who was reporting to the House. It has to be
presumed that the Minister was telling the House exactly
the details that he hes.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Spedker, Sir, on a
point of order. The Honourable Member for St. Michael
West is not entitled to make that presumption. Thisis the
same Miniser who came here and told the whole of
Barbadosthat he was a doctor and had a doctorate when he
had nonel

Mr. SPEAKER: No point of order, please. Let us
continue, please.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir. The
Honourable Member for the City is mideading this House.
No onein this House, at any time, has ever said of himsdf
or hersdf what he had or did not have. | think it is
disreputable for anybody to get up in this House and
ascribe unto a person who sat in this House words which
the person never would have said, in this House.

Mr. SPEAKER: Could you proceed, please.
Asides.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, | an not trying to
create any impression...

Mr. SPEAKER: Proceed, please.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: ...as stated by the Honourable
Member for St. Michael West. | am just stating the factsas
they are. There were simply no plans that | found in the
Ministry with respect to the relocation of the vendors in
Swan Street. We practicaly had to start from scratch. A
technical sub committee was set up within the Minigry of
Public Works together with personnel irom the Ministry of
Agriculture and in responseto a concern which was raised
by one of the previous speakers- | do not recall whether
it was on this side or that side - with respect to the
facilitiesthemsaves. | should just liketo say that the fruit
and vegetable vendors would be located on the ground
floor of the new complex while the dry goods stalls would
be located on the top floor. The booths on the top floor
would be movable. Storage space would be provided in
these booths and storage bins would be provided near the
booths. Provision would be made in the building for an
interview room. | found none of these plans when | came
in. We had to conceptualize these. Public address system.
Theingalation of a surveillance camera.
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Aside.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: All for security purposes. Of
course the toilet facilitieswill be on the ground floor. But
| should like to repeat again, just for the benefit of the
record that there were no plansin the Ministry that | found
for therlocationof the vendorsin Swan Street to Palmetto
Street or elsewhere. Therewas, in an earlier Cabinet Paper,
| think it was on July 25, 1988, mention o resiting the
vendors to the north of the Careenage and that is a matter
o record.

With those few remarks, | beg to move that this
resolution do now pass.

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative,
without division.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 2.

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE COMPULSORY
ACQUISITION OF LAND AT AND IN THE VICINITY
OF CODRINGTON HILL, ST. MICHAEL

Order No. 2 war called - To move the passing of a
resolution to approve the compulsory acquisition of land at
and in the vicinity of Codrington Hill, St. Michad for road
improvement.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Spesker, thisisaresolution
for the acquisition of 26 parcels of land a Codrington in
the parish of St. Michael for the road improvement of the
Codrington Hill junction. 1 would not offend the
Honourable Member for St. Michad West by saying that
this is a project which was started under the Barbados
Labour Party's Adminigration in terms of the actud
conceptualisation.

This is pat of the World Bank's second road
maintenanceand rehabilitation project. Includedin theloan
was $2 million for the improvement to 6 junctions o
which the Codrington, Cave Hill junction is one. This
particular project is being constructed by C. O. Williarns
Construction Limited who was awarded the contract in the
um of $1 444 145.

The project started in March, 1995 and it is hoped
that it would be completed by theend of thefinancid year.
The actual works involve the widening o the junction at
Cave Hill and Codrington Hill to provideadditional turning
lanes.

Aside.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: You were not listening to me.
That is wha happened. | said it was not conceptuaized

under us. | gave you that. The provison o 2-metre
sidewalks on both sidesof theroad. The setting back of the
road o the wall at Tyrol Cot by approximately 2 metres
and its recondruction, according to the specifications
approved by the Nationd Trust. The condruction of a
lay-bye immediately north of Tyrol Cot. The cutting down
of the rock bluff and the relocation of the wall outside the
BarbadosWater Authority's pumping stetion. Theprovison
o traffic lights at both junctions, that is, the Codrington
Hill and the Bow Road junction. The relocation of utility
services and, of coursg, it aso involves this acquisition
together with the construction of a park to the south o
Tyrol Cot.

The project is about 90% completed. As | said, it is
hoped that it would be completed by the end of the
financia year. We have had to refine certain aspectsof the
project. It wasfelt that the sidewalks did not blend in very
well with the junction closeto theLawrence T. Gay School
which leads to Gazettes Housing Area. As aresult, we will
be extending the sidewalk and the remedid works down to
that junction. It would involve additiona acquisitions. We
have dready had acogting o these works done. It is hoped
that the contractor would be able to complete that aspect of
it as soon as the present works have been completed. The
estimated cost is approximately $412 000.

345 p.m.

It is aso hoped that we would be able to extend the
sdewaks to the junction leading to the Nationd
Conservation'Commission entrance. One wonders why, in
conceptualising the project, the last administration which
included the HonourableMember for St. Michad West, did
not actually take these minor detailsinto consideration.

Mr. Speaker, with those few remarks | beg to move
that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. Miss M.AA. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, | would
just wish to say afew words on this particular resolution.
This road development, as the Honourable Minister stated,
has redly been extremely beneficid to the residents of the
Codrington Hill, Upper Spooners Hill area, Cave Hill and
Whitehal area because it has allowed, for the first time,
sdewalks to be constructed on what wes otherwise a
perilous walk up Codrington Hill. As those of you may
remember, the wdl o the Nationad Conservation
Commission, paticularly the side where the Water
Authority occupies, as you came to the junction of Storey
Gap, literdly left absolutely no sidewalk on the left hand
side of the road going down and more periloudy on the
right hand side you had the junction with Whitehall Road
which was in effect a blind corner at a particular point
coming out of there.

We are particularly pleased, and | am speaking now
on behdf of the resdents of that area, to have this type o
road widening activity as well as road improvement in
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respect of the sidewalks there. One of thecritical thingstoo
is that anyone who knows the area will know that on the
above side as you go up the hill there is in fact a shop
there 0 that the pedestrian traffic was considerablein that
particular area.

The other matter o note, as the HonourableMinister
dtated, was that while it was properly concelved as a
project meet to be done that it was limited in its scope in
that it stopped suddenly at Tyrol Cot so that you got a
bottleneck between Tyrol Cot and LawrenceT. Gay School
where the road widened again and we took a decision.
Having had a dste vist, the Honourable Minister of
Transport went with me to the area after | represented to
him about the bottleneck and we were able with the
officidsfrom his Minigtry to take adecision that would see
the widening of that road continued down past towards
Long Gap so as to prevent the sudden bottle necking o the
rod, having widened the junction both at Codrington Road
and at Whitehdl Road.

The cost, as the Honourable Miniser has said, will
result in an additional $400 000 in expenditure and | do
believe, Sir, that that $400 000 will be well spent,
particularly if we redlise the level of traffic in that area
We have Lawrence T. Gay School which hes a
considerable school population in excess of 400 and sees
quite a hit of vehicular traffic there. We also have the
Tyrol Cot heritage project which has, within recent months,
opened Up its doors to tourist and which has seen therefore
additional traffic in that area with persons coming to visit
that dte. It was therefore of particular concern that we
should remove this bottleneck between Tyrol Cot and
Lawrence T. Gay School so as to ensure the sefety o the
residents who till have to use the roads when walking.

One of the other significant things of the project that
| would wish to commend the designersin the Minigtry of
Trangport and Works for is thet it is one of the few areas
in Barbados where steps are required to move from one
level to another from Spooners Hill to Bow Road, that they
have taken into account the interest of the disabled and
have aso placed a ramp besides the steps and it is of
condderable value to those residents in the area who mey
suffer some form of disability that they may be able now
to use this ramp rather than having to walk al the way
around on the level and come back around to the other end
which is the Bow Road.

The other significant thing that has arisen out of this
project, and this was a representation, Sir, which | mede
even before we came into Government in 1994 and that is
that the Bow Road very often was a dangerousroad to pass
through on eveningsand on morningsjust around rush hour
traffic because it was a two-way road and people tended
very often to zip through it as a short-cut in order to avoid
the traffic & the junction with Codrington Road and
Codrington Hill. As a result, Sir, we made strong

representation as | said, even before we came into
Government, that after two different persons had been
injured by way of being knocked down on that road, that
under dl circumstancesthat road should become aone-way
dreet. Well they have gone one step better and made it a
cul-de-sac S0 that you cannot access now that road from
Spooners Hill at dl and you can only access it from
Codrington Road. It has helped considerably because there
area number o children who are normally running through
the road invariably to get to what is now being used asa
car park with Tyrol Cot opposite.

| would like to thank the Honourable Minister for
ensuring that in theinterest of the safety of t he residents of
Bow Road and those other youngsters in that district have
been taken into account by ensuring that there is two-way
vehicular flow from Spooners Hill on to the Bow Road.

Sir, with those few words | just would wish to
commend the Honourable Minister who put forward the
continuation of thisproject. It isextremely necessary given
the fact that the original design would have placed furt her
hardship because of the bottleneck that it would have
created between Tyrol Cot and Lawrence T. Gay School
and in the circumstances, Sir, it is an example of righting
wrongs that may have been left in terms of ‘ncomplete
design.

Thank you, Sir, to the Honourable Minister and v.ice
again, Sir, the only comment that | would wish to make,
and this is an observation, is that perhaps there was one
fault in the original design as well which perhaps could be
corrected as wdll, and that is theidandsin the road. What
has happened is that we have placed these idands in the
road which | suspect, Sir, is going to restrict the mobility
of any form of heavy duty traffic turning from Codrington
Hill on to White Hal Road and we may want to revist,
Sir, thewisdom of having placed thoseidandsin the road.

Other then that, Sir, it isa project that deservesto be
commended and indeed, Sir, the foresight in ensuring that
the expansion of the project could take place before the
contractor moves off the site and therefore we are caused
to incur additional feesin mobilisation, is also an example
of fit and proper planning on the part of this Honourable
Minigter. | thank you, Sir.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Honourable
Member who just sat down is a vey inteligent
parliamentarian. | think that no one will deny that and even
when she was younger she was identified as an intelligent
parliamentarian therefore it grieves me that after having
made a quite succinct and useful intervention she would
end it off with a congratulation to a Minister for continuing
aproject. Isthat an apposition to say the failureto continue
the project like say the St. John Polyclinic? | was not quite
sure why she would want to congratulate the Minigter.
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Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: The Honourable
Member, Sir, obvioudy did not listen to either mysdf or
the Honourable Minister of Transport. But the truth is that
| was commending him for continuing the project insofar
as the road improvement between Tyrol Cot and Lawrence
T. Gay School is concerned.

3.55 p.m.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | gtill wonder but let me not dwell
on and rather turn to the mere commendaion of my
colleague, the Honourable Member for St. Michad Eadt. |
rec| when he appeared during Road Safety Week, 1994
that his speech was very penetrative. | recal very well how
heinsisted that oneof the thingsthat must be done was the
removd o all of these dangerous bends al around
Barbados and, in particular, | recal the speech because |
was travelling and | remarked that this was true and vaid.
| think the Honourable Member for St. Michael East should
be commended as the Minister quiterightly acknowledged
that this conceptualization occurred during the time of the
Honourable Member for St. Michadl Eagt. The Minister
intended to say o, Sir.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: On a point of order, Sir. | do
not want the record to reflect that | said that this project
was conceptualized during the tenure of the Honourable
Member for St. Michadl East, because| am also on record
as having said earlier that | do not recal any projects that
took place while the Honourable Member for S. Miched
East was a Minister of Government.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Sir, it just demeans the process of
ministerial government.

Mr. J. 0. TUDCR Mr. Speaker, on a point of order.
| think the Honourable Member in all seriousness knows
better then that. He clearly understands that there were
severd projects ongoing at the time of my reign a the
Minigtry of Public Works. | recall the South Coast Project.
| recall work that was going on in St. Andrew with the
repairs of the bridges. | recdl the Springvde Rurd
Development Project and countless licences.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Spesker, on a point of
order. | just want to clear the record. | do not want the
Member for S. Michael East to feel in any way that | was
demeaning his contribution. | wasonly referring to the fact
that he was only a Minigter for a short time. You do not
count the period from June because the Honourable
Member for St. John said there was not any government
after June. So only count for 3 months. It was in that
context, Sir.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Sir, we will not reduce the quaity
of ministerial contribution to how long a person served as
a Miniger. Sir, we know o some Ministers who have
served for long periods and nothing can be seen and the
HonourableMember in 7 months was able to bring fortha

number of fruitful and worthwhile projectssuch astheone
we are now discussing. |, therefore, will not movefrom the
point | was making that t he Honourable Member should be
commended because he showed a particular precedencein
relaion to the area surrounding Codrington, an area with
which Your Honour is very familiar.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to congratulateal so the Ministry
of Transport and Works. It is customary in the private
sector especidly to do alittle public sector bashing and to
suggest that the public sector is incapable of a certain
qudity of performanceand, in truth in this Parliament over
theIast 25 years, | have been able to observetimeand time
again that the public sector constantly produces when
necessary and in particular in the whole area of public
works, road congruction and road building. They
constantly producea high quality of work and when cdled
upon they can do it efficiently and quickly and at a cost
that is commensuratewith what is reasonable. This project
at Codrington has been done without diverting traffic.

| do not know how many people who have paid
attention to the fact that this project has continued without
there having to be any major disruption of traffic. As Your
Honour knows, a massive amount of traffic moves passthe
area where this project is going on. | think that we as a
peoplecan be proud of dl of thosewhoare responsiblef a
having brought this project to fruition without disrupting
traffic in any mgor way.

Theonelittlething that | would like to suggest tot he
Minister that, even if thereisan increased cost and if you
look at the sidewalk that moves from Cave Hill going
towards Spooners Hill on theright, it stopsfairly aboruptly.
| am talking about the main road on Codrington itsdlf as
you move from Codrington going downhill, the sidewalk
on the right as you are going towards Long Gap. It stops
actually beforeit getsto Long Gap. | think it isworthwhile
even, if there is an additiona cogt, to extend it to Long

Gap.
Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | did not know that you hed, in
fact, decided to do that. | will commend you. When | last
saw it, dmost anyone who gpproaches the project will
recognizethat it was necessary to continuethat sidewalk up
to Long Gap or down to Long Gap which would be going
towards Bridgetown. If that is what you have decided and
whatever the cost is, | think that will be money well spent
and the Governmentis correct. | commend the Government
for continuing the project along those lines. Because, Mr.
Spesker, if wewould have done that project and stopped it
where the design had stopped, the project itself would not
have been as worthwhileas now you have decided to carry
it to Long Gap. | did not know that you hed done that
and | intended to raise that question and to suggest
thet you in fact bulldoze a liwle piece, acquire the
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land if possible, but go down to Long Gap because it will
make a tremendous difference first of all, to the children
who have to go to school not far down the road and,
secondly and just as important, to the people who live in
the area that turn into Long Gap. It also will make a
differenceto those who are driving who are coming out of
Long Gap who will have a much wider vison as they can
observe the traffic as it comes from the hill going towards
Bridgetown.

| think al and dl it isa good project and | share the
view of the Minister of Education who just spoke that you
should revisit the idand which on paper probably looks
good on the design, but in redity it augurs for an accident
for someone who is not familiar with the area who might
make the left turn at the wrong place. That very tiny idand
that comes up to the mgor road from Whitehal to
Codrington Hill and the question as to whether you need
that particular rectangular idand is something which the
engineersshould revisit. Becauseit seems to me that when
you come from Whitehall | do not know what the signsare
going to belike. But I mysdf when coming to that junction
was alittle confused and | womed about personswho were
coming up. The other thing is that, whereas before persons
who were coming up the hill would take afairly long time
to climb the hill and persons coming out of Whitehall
would, therefore, make a right turn even though there is
traffic by Tyrol Cot, now that the hill has been reduced the
traffic in fact moves much swifter coming uphill then it
used to move. You might have to consider whet is the
appropriate correctivemeasureto take at that point, because
otherwise there is going to be a migudgment for people
who are making the right turn if there is no light. It may
vay wel be that what is required is a light in the
Codrington Wall. It does not have to be alight that is very
expensive, but it could be a light that deds amost
exclusively with the traffic that is coming out of Whitehall
and thetraffic is going up and down. | think that will avoid
accidents over the long term. But al and all, it isa worthy
project and all of the persons involved should take credit
for a job well done. When | was very, very young, there
was a family called the Farrells that lived in a little gap
there who was very close to my family. | have forgotten
the name of the gap.
4.05 p.m.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: ... Thompson Gap. It's amazing
how a psychologica block...

| used to vigit thislittle gap when | was a very young
child and nmy sister and the Farrells were very close
friends. The old man who lived there, old man Farrell, and
Sir Grantley were extremely close friends. In those days,

everybody was a Labourite, unless you were in the
Conservative Party, which you might have been because
your father was a landowner, but Sir, having spoken at his
father's eulogy | withdraw that statement. He might have
been a Labourite; but his father was not. His father was a
galwart.

Quite serioudly, making the cul de sac in those arees
has contributed to safety and | think that everybody can be
well proud of the project and indeed, Sir, we are happy that
it has cometo fruition. We need to do afew more like that
if we will dlow the technicians at the Ministry of
Trangport and Works the freedom to do that which they do
0 wdl and not privatise every project to the point where
only certain kinds of people ean large sums of money. |
think that the Ministry of Transportand Works technicians
and technica peoplecan take a bow.

With that Sir, we would be happy to support this
Resolution. .

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Speaker, | would adso
like to support this Resolution and to compliment the
Honourable Member for St. Andrew because it is the
second time in 2 years that | have had to compliment him
for following the good policies left by the Democratic
Labour Party.

On the Bow Road situation, Sir, | was saying earlier
that it might have been an error in making it a cul de sac,
but if you are going to remove theidand, | think it might
be a good decision to make it a cul de sac. If you are
going to retain theisland, then you wil! haveto removethe
cul de sac, because if there is an accident then you will
need somewherefor traffic to divert.

Asides.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN:
understand. These are technical matters.

. you wouldnt

Mr. Speaker, another point | would aso like to make
relates to what the Minister said, that the contract was
awarded to C.O. Williams for X amount of money, and |
would like to say that in this day and age when we are
talking about down-sizing we have to be very careful that
we do not down-size too quickly. That iswhy | would like
to take this opportunity to ask the Minister to use a socid
consciencein awarding contractsand to make sure that the
other large condruction company gets some of the
contracts before we have a serious down-sizing in
Barbados. As you know, Sir, we cannot afford to have a
seriousdown-sizingat this point in time, becauseeven your
congtituents will be affected by it. We cannot dlow
oursalves to find ourselves in a situation where there is a
monopoaly in the construction of roadsin Barbados. That is
why | think it is very important & this point in time that
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contracts be awarded or diverted to other construction
companiesin this country. Thank you.

Mr. J. 0. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, my intervention is
avery short one. | support the completionof the process of
land acquisition for road improvement in that particular
areaand | would say that | was proud to be part of a team
that conceptualised the process as a deiberate policy,
because there are severd areas in Barbados that threaten
thelivesof aur travellingpublic. Only yesterday, | attended
the funeral of theroad tennis champion in Barbados, Tiny
Jordan, who was killed on Bank Hl at that dangerous
bend in Bank Hall.

Concern for loss of life must bea priority for usasa
country. | think that not enough effort is spared to avoid
lossof life and no amount of money is sufficient to spend
in eradicating these dangerous road conditions. | recall
Codrington Hill as being very dangerous. | recdl the area
in Sayes Court where there was that dangerous roundabout
and as soon as | becamea Minister oneof the prioritiesfor
me was to make sure that some of those dangerous areas
were corrected. | asked about it and immediately set about
to correct those problems. | am proud of it and | would
liketo compliment thetechnical people who wereinvolved
in this exercise because they may have in fact made
corrections. | am sure the Minister and the other technical
people of today will go in and see whether they can
enhance a project and that is proper behaviour, asfar as|
am concerned, in a Government that is continuing.

If we take that gpproach, and we accept from time to
time that there are people who are responsible within the
Democratic Labour Party when in administration and that
they in fact had good projects and understand things that
affect the people of this country and that they sought to
prioritise different projects, if we can have this kind of
process When thereisachangein administration, that is the
kind of behaviour that | find tenable, not seeking to give
the impression that you are now in fact for the first time
doing a new project which was not conceptuaised by you
in the first place.

There is a grave concern | have, Mr. Speaker, and |
must sy this. Throughout the length and breadth o
development of this country, there has been a tota
disregard for disabled people in this country and dl of us
in the House from time to time whenever we speak on any
occasion we mugt find it possible - | think it is necessary
- to focus on building codes that dways focus on the
disabled. e of the tipulationsthat | indicated must be
part and parcel of the project - the provision of ramps and
facilitiesthat would assist the wheelchair cases when they
have-to go up and down to be completely mohile.

Disabled people in this country do not want to fedl
that they are dependent on anybody. They fed that they
should be free to travel from point A to point B on ther

own and not be assisted by anybody and | think that we
have to prepare the way for them by provison of ramps
and whatever facilitiesthat are necessary such assdewalks
that are properly graded where they can get up and down
with their equipment. That is very important.

What is bothering me, Sir, is that even though we
have dealt with the physicd infrastructure,and | hope that
the Minister will take serious note at this point, thereis a
lack of proper signsas you gpproach these still potentialy
dangerousaress. | fed that out of an abundance of caution,
we should try to put as many signs as possible warning
drivers thet the areas are still potentialy dangerous. Even
though you fix it and you try to correct it, if you do not
have the accompanying signsto dow down the traffic and
bring people who are driving to a Christian understanding
that thisis gtill a dangerous situation, we mey till see a
number of road accidents causing many Barbadiansto lose
their lives. If | were till the Minigter, | would have made
sure that adequate signs are placed in strategic positionsto
control the flow and bring it down to a respectablelevel o
control.

[, too, would like to compliment the Minigter and
other members of the team who have gone ahead and
finalised the project because it is important, as | said, for
the development of our people for the safeguard of our
travelling public and these are the kinds of programmes
that were conceptuaised within the Democratic Labour
Party in the interest of the public.

With those few remarks | beg and indicate that | will
be supporting the Resolution.
415 p.m.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, | just want to
clarify one or two points which were made by Honourable
Members on that side.

The Honourable Member for St. Lucy made a very
serious request when he did state that when contractsare
being awarded that there are certain smadl operators that
should be brought into the scheme of things, and that we
should be more careful when awarding these types o
contracts teking into consideration certain social pointers.
| am a little disappointed though that he did not take time
before he got up to spesk on the Resolution to check the.
history of the Resolution because we did say that thisisa
project which was conceptudized before the Barbados
Labour Party administration in September 1994 and this
contract wes actudly awaded to C.O. Williams
Congtruction Ltd. even before the Honourable Member for
St. Michael East became Minigter, because thisisa project
which was in the planning stages, even before he became
a member of Parliament, so | just want to get the record
straight.




2252

- »

Even if he were correct, theimpression should not be
given that a Minigter of Government, or even Cabinet for
that matter, takes the decison in awarding a contract or
contracts t0 any person or persons. There is a process, and
| believe heis new to Parliament, but it isa process that he
should befully aware of. There is atender process. | know
that apparently there were some deviations during the last
administration from this process, if you may remember the
Kola syrup, but certainly in...

Aside.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: | an reminded the Highway 2A
contract as wdl. Weintend to follow the tender process to
the letter. Whenever a solid recommendation is made in
accordance with that process, this administration will
certainly comply.

| wecome the suggestions by the Honourable
Member for St. Michael West with respect to the idands
and the provision of lights on the Codrington Hill wall. |
do not travel on that road very often so | would have to
pay another visit up there with the technica officers from
the Minidry together with the parliamentary representative,
but these are concerns which have been raised.

The Honourable Member for &. Michad East did
mention the question of the signs. We have been trying in
the Minigry to at least do something about the signs
throughout Barbados but | must say it is a bigger project
than it might appear on paper. You could rest assured that
certainly during our term we will try to seeif we can do
something in order to improve the road signs throughout
the idand especidly taking into condderation that we rely
heavily on tourism.

With those few remarks, Mr. Spesker, | now move
that this Resolution do now pass.

The question that the Resolution do now passwas put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.

ORDER NO. 4 - RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE
COMPULSORY ACQUISITION OF LAND AT
APESHILL, ST. JAMES FOR
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Spegker, this is a
Resolution for the acquisition of two parcels of land at
Apes Hill, St. James for housng development. As you
would recall, Mr. Speaker, our 1994 Manifesto hed
addressed the issue of the severe housng shortage in
Barbadosboth in terms of the actual facilities, and in terms
of the availability of house spots. We had pledged in our
Manifesto to ensure that enough house spots were
available,especialy in particular personsin thelow income
housing bracket.

In addition, we had aso pledged to regtat the
completion of the terraced units. You would have noticed
that we have actudly started and completed thefirst section
of one d our terraced units a Maynards and we are now
in the process of beginning ancther stage a Maynards,
Phase 3, another 15 units. It is hoped as part of this policy
that we would, with the assistancedf al parliamentarians,
including the parliamentarians on the other side, in
particular though the parliamentarians in the rural aress
seeing that there is more land availablein the rural aress,
to seek house spotson the periphery of existing villagesso
that we would be able to find additional house spots for
persons who need them to maintain the villageatmosphere
in these new developments.

More importantly, Mr. Speaker, we are facing a
Stuation where, in addition to the low income earnerswho
arein dire need of thistyped development, we also have
a situation especidly in the Scotland Digtrict, where there
are a number of persons who have been affected by land
dippage and we have been unable to find suitable spotsfor
them. Very little was doneduring the last administration to
address this very serious problem which has become acute
and from time to time, certainly during this year, | will be
bringing a seriesdf acquisitionsto Parliament for land for
thistype of purposein order to solve thislong outstanding
problem.

In addition to that, Mr. Speaker, we dso have a
Stuation where the last administration had amended the
Tenantries Freehold Purchase Act where a Barbados
Labour Party adminigtration hed given persons who were
denied theright to purchase the tenantry lots on which they
lived to purchase it a a concessionary price. The last
administration had brought an amendment whereby they
sought to increase the number of tenants that could form a
tenantry in a designated plantation tenantry, or other
tenantries.

Wein the Barbados Labour Party, mindful of the fact
that this was a problem which had plagued successive
generations o poor people where plantation owners hed
promised in most cases to give their workers the land on
which they lived, in some casss to sdl them at
concessionary rates, we decided we would have done
somethingabout it. In that piece of legidation a person was
aqudlified tenant if he or she had lived on land for § years
or more, and there were certain designated plantation
tenantries in accordance with that particular piece of
legidation.

Sir, we did in our enthusiasm at the time in seeing
this piece of legidation on the statute book state that a
tenantry would include a parcel of land which had been
subdividedin lots for the purposes of renting to these types
o people where there was more than one such lot on the
paticular parce of land. It was felt then by the last
adminigtration that 'this worked some disservice to the
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rich land owners in Barbados who probably would have
hed two or three people on land and they were no longer
able to enjoy thefruits of their labour in giving their land
to their children seeing that a tenant would come and say
that he now wanted to purchase his parcel of land.

425 p.m.

Asaresult of the amendment which they made which
meant that a tenantry would no longer be a tenantry for the
purposesof the Act if there were lessthan 5 tenantson one
pacd o land, a number o persons became
disenfranchised. But even though they made the provison
in the Act for Government to compensate those persons
who were disenfranchised, more or less, as aresult of this
Amendment they did not make the corresponding provison
for these persons to be given house spots or dternetive
accommodation, as the case may be. It is true that we had
one or two ridiculous situations where they sought to
relocate tenants. We hed hed two ridiculous Stuations in
St. John wherethey actually moved two chattel housesand
the cost of moving one chattel house was $210 000.

What we have done or what we are doing in meking
these lands available is that we are ensuring that those
persons who have been disenfranchised as a result of this
Amendment by the Democraic Labour Party's
Administration will have a house spot to go on as a matter
of right So that therewould be no talk of corruption on the
pat of any public officer with respect to any didocation,
we have ingtituted a policy since September 6,1994 where
we will actualy be paying each tenant who has been
disenfranchised, in addition to giving them the house spot,
the sum of $15 000 to relocate.

All of theseacquisitionsare necessary. Thisparticular
acquistion will facilitate a number of persons in the St.
James and the St. Andrew area who have been didocated
for the reasons which | mentioned.

With those few remarks, Mr. Speaker, | beg to move
that this resolution do now pass.

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: | beg to second that, Sir.

Hon. Sir HAROLD St. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | an
compelled to intervene in this matter because in my own
congtituency we have a number of small tenantriesin the
St. Lawrence, Top Rock and indeed Enterprise area whose
tenants have been serioudy affected by the consequentia
change in the lawv which increased the number of house
gpots from 2 to more.

Considerable hardship hes resulted in that there are
tenants in Top Rock and Dover, for instance, who have
been on the land for over 40 years and who were
comforted by the provison of the law before it wes
amended and some df whom are now over 80 years of age.
They are faced with a problem of having to find a house

spot because the landlords have given a 5-year notice and
that notice has expired. Despite many effortson my part to
have the Housing Authority help, I have been unsuccessful
to date.

The Government — and | am asking the Minister
specifically to look at this = owns land a& Harmony Hall
next to the Pepperpot. The Government of the Democratic
Labour Party hed decided thet the owner of the Pepperpot
would beallowed to use some of those house spotsasacar
park. Those house spotsare near to the didocation arising
from this tenantry in Top Rock. | want the Minigter of
Housing to reclaim those house spots. It is a very serious
matter.

But it is not only there. There are parald Stuations
in other parts of my congtituency and | am sure other
Honourable Members constituencies. There must be built
up, by the Housing Authority, a number of areas of land
that some of these tenants will be able to move on. There
is no use saying that they can get $15 000. Peoplewhoare
60, 70 or 80 years old who have been affected because of
the fact that the Tenantries Act has been amended do not
want any $15 000. This old lady does not want any. All
she wantsto do is to wake up one day and be taken to this
house spot with comfort and security. There are lots of
human problems that have arisen as a consequence of the
Democratic Labour Party's amendment of the Tenantries
Act to reduce the number of house spots.

| know that the Tenantries Act causes some concern
among some smdl Barbadian land owners - it isafact -
who had an acre or maybe an acre and a hdf of land and
they were not able to get the tenants off to develop the
land. Theorigind Act did have provisions for...

Aside.
Hon. Sir HAROLD St. JOHN: | beg your pardon?

Aside.

Hon. Sir HAROLD St. JOHN: If the Honourable
Member had graced this House with his presence he would
have noticed that the Honourable Member devel oped from
Apes Hill into points of principle and the hardship that
resulted from the Democratic Labour Party's premature
amendment of the law, without thinking out the
consequences. That isal he was saying, that you amended
the law, a lot of hardships have arisen and it is this
Government's duty to mitigate those hardships. One of
those hardshipsis to acquire land in various areas so that
you could providean areafor the resiting of some of these
tenants who find themsdlves in the position where they
have to move to the land because of the amendment in the
law. That isall.

-
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| an only saying that just as this problem has arisen
in Apes Hill, it has arisen in Top Rock. It is a fact. In
Dover, in Enterpriseand afew other areas. All | an saying
isthat the Government had acquired land at Harmony Hall
for this very purpose to remove them. | should like that
carried out.

| should aso like to point out that you do have a
problem because other landlords now fedl, small onestoo,
that the Government has come up with a policy of paying
$15 000 to tenants who have lost their right to acquire the
house spot and if they had had their right to acquire the
house spot, they would be able to acquire the house a 10
cents per squarefoot. It would have to be a big house spot
for $15 000. The whole thing needs to be looked at, in the
light of what has happened since that amendment.

| understand, Sir, that, of the tenantries in Barbados,
that there were 3 000 who have got their conveyances now
under the Tenantries Act. Most of those would have been
plantation tenantries. Thereis, probably, a similar amount
in urban tenantries. | would wish that we continue the work
of finding out how many people have actualy been
affected by the amendment. Just as there has been a need
to provide land in St. James North for those tenants, | am
saying that there is a similar need in other aress.

Aside.

Hon. Sr HAROLD St. JOHN: St. James North, S
Andrew. It is the same thing. . Andrew will soon be St.
James North because peopleare moving rapidly from there.

Aside.

Hon. Sir HAROLD St. JOHN: | agree with the
Minister. Try and stop them in St. James North. Do not let
his people go in St. John.

Aside.

Hon. Sir HAROLD St. JOHN: | should like that. |
should aso like to point out that peoplefeel that thereisa
need to look at this matter in the light of the experience
now that people have received the S-year notices. People
have got the 5-year notices and they have expired.
Honourable Members do not seem to recall that when the
law was amended to reduce the number of tenants that
made the land a tenantry for those tenants who had a
preexisting right, before they could get off they would
have to have had a 5-year notice. Those 5-year notices
have now been served and-have expired so the cases are
now coming up. Members of Parliament are now getting
the cases coming to them and there is no use sending them
to the Housing Authority. They have not got any land to
put anybody on and nobody from Christ Church will want
to go down in St. James North so we would wish that a

special effort be made to see where people have been
affected and that something will be done for them very
quickly.

4.35 p.m.

| want to emphasise that the older peopledo not wish
the $15 000, They do not want to get involved in the
complication of having to build a house again and things of
that kind. They would like to be able to have their house
put in a particular place, very near to their old friends.
People who have anything to do with moving tenantries
would know that there is only one way you can get it
successfully done, that adl the people who have lived next
to each other for all the years you have put them some
place where you can put them next to each other and then
they will fed happy.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: The points which the
Honourable Member for Christ Church South has madeare
wise pointswhich the Government should take into account
but the Government has to go a step backwards. It is till
necessary to do some work on some of the tenantries,
which there is no impact by the amendment, where the
owners have not either agreed on a price at which to sl
the personswho live in the tenantry or dternntively where
Government is not going to list it &s a plantaticn tenantry.

Now, as | understand the Act, you have to schedule
an areafor it to become a plantation tenantry and there are
certain benefits that arise if you do that. Some people
believe that an area which isscheduled has to be a former
plantation tenantry. 1 do not agree. As long as it is
scheduled it becomes a tenantry for the purposesof the Act
0 the use of the expresson plantation tenantry is realy
irrelevant. So you have an area like Lynchesin St. Philip.
| aways seem to have to be talking on behaf of the
residentsof St. Philip North. It concerns me but that isone
area where there is a mgor problem. At one point
Government had agreed to scheduleit. Now you are at the
stage where the landlord is trying to agree a price with the
tenants and one of the mgor problems that is faced in
relation to this is that landlords do not understand the
formula for valuing the land. They do not seem to know
that the second schedule of the Act indicates that the
formula for vauing the land has to be the open market
value of the land based on the use of that land as lots for
chattel dwellings.

People on the West Coast who have tenantries near
the Highway 1 seem to think that it is smply the open
market price so they want to sdll it at $8.00 a square foot,
and $10.00 and $15.00 a square foot. | blame a lot of
lawyers. They will not read the Act and understand that to
write to somebody and say you are selling a lot a $10.00
a squarefoot ...

| cannot imagine that there is any where in Barbados
where a piece o land which is used for the siting o
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chattel houses could be sold to the persons whoserightsare
vested at $10.00 a sguare foot.

You have a stuation in Lynches where | think the
vauation is not in keeping with that in the Act. | have
known of many in Paynes Bay, parts of S. James North
but | am not going to trespass. | am sticking to St. Philip
for the time being. | make a case on behdf of the people
from Lynches because the case does not seem to be put
and it needs to be put.

My recommendationregarding Lynchesis, go back to
the old position and schedule it and do not let the lawyers
in the Minigry of Housing confuse you that it must have
been a plantation tenantry with a smokestack and a
windmill and a plantation house and so on for it to be
designated under the Act. That is absolute nonsense.

The second point, Mr. Speaker, is that | amn not
entirely sympathetic with the plight of the Minister of
Housing and | am going to tell you why. Thereisan area
in Barbados, where as | gand here, 56 serviced lots could
be available to the people of Barbados. Prior to demitting
office the Democratic Labour Party puit it out for tender.
Thecontract, | believe, was awarded. That land is presently
under bush and even though the contract was awarded the
Nationd Housing Corporation has put that project on the
back burner. | will go as far asto sy this, because | know
the Minister is not going to contradict me unless he wants
to know my sources. The Miniger has said it is going on
the back burner, that he is not doing any project in St. John
to enhance the present gitting representative over other
priorities.

Aside.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: | would be willing to sit
if the Honourable Member wants to correct me and | will
give chapter and verse on it.

Now, in relation to that matter, Sir, the tenants, in my
view are going to have to consider some form of legd
action under the Adminigtrative Justice Act againgt the
Government because the lots have dready been awarded to
them, the tendering process was put in placeand unless the
Government has a valid reason for not continuing with the
contract | suggest the Attorney Generd advises the
Minister about the liberality with which the provisions of
the Adminigtrative Justice Act are being applied in the
British courts assuming that those provisionsare going to
be persuasivein Barbados.

Now, Clifton Hall, St. John, 56 serviced lots, Mr.
Spesker, Sr. Weston, et us get to that, The
Government wrote to the residentsin that area and offered
them $15 000 as what they call aredlocation grant, | think
they meant relocation, for the sting of persons who are
affected by the water in Weston and other aress. It took the

people to various sites. | should declare an interest, Sir, |
act for one of the persons.

There is a great concern. When Government is
moving somebody who lives on Highway 1 where they
have access to amenities, families and a whole range of
other things, particularly elderly people, and takesthem and
movesthem to Apes Hill or Bakers or somewherelike tha,
you are moving them away from the amenitieswhich they
enjoy and | think attempts should be made wherever it is
feasible and possible totry to put those persons ascloseto
the area from which they are being relocated. In the case
of my dient she is a vary ederly lady to move her into
those areas would cut her off from her family and from all
o the other amenities which she- presently enjoys.

Secondly, $15 000 relocation grant, Government
itself, | doubt, has never been ableto movea chattel house
in Barbados, and | know from experiencein St. John where
we moved many houseswhich were under threat under the
ciff in Bah Hill and so on rocks had didodged the
limestone cap and had moved off from whatever is under
the limestonecap and left weter holesand 0 on. We have
moved several people and | do not think there has ever
been arelocation that cost $15 000. Every single relocation
based on what the Minigtry triesto do which isto at lesst
give the person adequate facilities, costs way in excess of
$15 000. So $15 000, in my view, based on the trends
which Government has adopted and what the publicexpects
from them, may not be an adequate figure for the
relocation even of chattel houses.

4.45 p.m.

| would suggest that, even though the grant sounds
substantial based on past experience that we have hed in
thehistory of Government and the Honourable Member can
check hisfile, $15 000 may not be an adequatefigure. But
on top o that, the Government has not given the peoplean
opportunity to have their own estimate done at
Government's cost. So nobody redly knows whether to
accept that figureand whether it will be enough. Thereare
awholerangeof uncertaintiesand | think that with regard
to those relocations that Government needs to develop a
special unit to handle those kinds of things as soon as
possible, a unit that devel ops that expertise of dealing with
scenarios such as that.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Tenantries Act was amended.
There was no doubt that it was amended and, therefore,
geps | would assume should have been taken to make
provisonfor theaternative sitesand/or for theother forms
of compensation which Government is going to make
available to those persons who have been affected by the
process. But what has happened is this. The time limit ran
out, | think, on December 31st, 1994 or January 1, 1995.
But the Ministry of Housing in many cases wrote to people
and tdl them that they are cariying out asurvey of thearea
and that they will revert to them. While the Minigry is
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carrying out thissurvey, thelandlordsare applying pressure
on the tenants to move off theselots particularly in areas
like St. Barnabas and | can think of quiteafew. It isthose
kinds of tenantries which are going to be affected by the
amendment to the legidation. Christ Church, yesit istrue,
and other suburban tenantries and some urban tenantries.
Now it meansthat we will have to move speedily to ensure
that the tenantsdo not find themsalvesduring the period in
which Government is carrying out this survey unable to
find a suitable place on which to site their houses. So |

would suggest that the entire housing scenario needs
analysis not only from the point of view of theimpact of

theamendment of t he legislation, but go right back to those
scenarioslike Lynchesin St. Philip and others where there
ar e problemswhich till exist relativeto the conveyanceof

those lots under the Tenantries Freehold Purchase Act.

| want to reiterateto the Minister and | am not doing
it from Oppostion that there are some unscrupulous
plantation ownersor | would describe them as operatives
in this country who are still conveying land without Town
Planning permission for subdivision under the Agricultural
HoldingsOption To Purchase legidation. | hopethat | find
one because the Honourable Member for Christ Church
South said and quite rightly when | raised this before on
the other side of this Chamber that it is the lawyers who
should find themselvesin problems for doing that kind of
thing. | can cite several occasions wherethe person is not
a qualified tenant. You can go to some parts o Barbados
at age 25, which means that you could not qualify as a
tenant unless you wereliving on the land from age 20, and
buy an agricultural holding of an acre or more of land in
let us say the fringe of a plantation. As you know, no
Town Planning permissionis going to be needed to convey
the lot. So the person conveys it under the conveyance
which is Schedule to the Act and | can point out places
even in S. John. | am not going any further than that, but
there are other areas | know in which it is happening. In
onecase, a young man came to me because the land that
the plantation owner pointed out was not the land which
was being conveyed. When | saw the conveyance, | said:
"Do you mean that you were a tenant on this land since
age 167" And he said: "No." Then | went on to say tha
this land could not be conveyed this way and then there
was a big ruckus. It was at thar point | redized that this
last scenariois not a uncommon as it may have appeared
from that case.

The Ministry of Housing, therefore, | believe should
be able by now to identify the people who have fights
under the various pieces of legidation. It should not be
difficult to find out from each plantation who have vested
rights under the Agricaltural HoldingsOption To Purchase
Act, who have vested rights under the original Tenantries
Freehold Purchase Act, Freechold Purchase Act asamended,
or under any other legidation and let us have a clear
position relative to housing, land purchasesand roledf the
Town Planner to regulate the subdivison o land in

Barbados. If not, we are going to continue to have a
stuation where there is uncertainty and where people have
different kinds of rightsto land in Barbadosand nobody is
ableto assist them in resolvingany of the problemswhich
they may have.

| hope that those few pointers which from experience
| have put to the Minister of Housing may assist him in
devising solutions. Theonly point | want to make is that it
is with great regret that | am unsympathetic to the
Government's postion relative to this quegtion of
unavailability of lots. But in the circumstancesof whet has
happened in Clifton Hall in St. John, | cannot extend any
sympathy whatsoever. If anybody comes to me, the same
sory that | have put before this House in which you S
kindly alowed me to put on previous occasions, | will put
to them and | will continue to put that point of view on
behdf of my constituents.

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | would like
to support this Resolution and also look at some of the
queriesthat were raised by the Honourable Member for St.
John and also the Honourable Member for Christ Church
South. Indeed, the amendment to the Tenantries Freehold
Purchase Act five years ago did put some hardship on a
number of people across the idand. In fact, | believe in
every congtituency there exist a number of personswhoare
hauled before the Lav Courtson a daily basis. | must say
that the Honourable Member for St. John spoke avout
unscrupulous plantation owners, but there are many
unscrupulouslawyersas well who should know thelaw but
try to unfair poor peoplethat we are talking about. Even in
theraising of rents, we recognize that we cannot raise rent
beyond 20 per cent. Yet people from time to time are
asked to remove their homesif they do not pay substantia
increases, and this is very important. We need to
understand this and send a clear message to lawyers and
plantation ownersthat you cannot increase the house rents
beyond the 20 per cent unless you go and approach the
magistrate. The Honourable Member for Christ Church
South asked how many persons are afected by the
amendment. My understanding is that there are only about
300 persons that Govemment has to find house spots for
and in every congtituency there are numbers. We have to
find land not only in St. John, as the Honourable Member
was asking, but a number of people have been affectedin
. Andrew and St. Philip North. | think St. Philip North
must have the most now.

4.55 p.m.

In every congituency the number is risng because
after 5 years the owner can ask the tenant to remove his
house. | mugt say the Court is not giving the ownersalong
time to remove their chattedl house. So in many cases you
will find that the tenant will only hc ¢iven 6 monthsand at
the end of 6 months he cannot find land. Sometimes the
marshd threatens to come and put the tenant in the road.
So we have problems and that 1s why acquisitions like
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Apes Hill is important. Government is duty bound to find
land to put the people on. The $15 000 that the Minister
hasintroducedis not just necessarily to replacea home but
to help in finding a solution, because sometimes persons
arenot working and thecost of removal, digging wellsand
a foundation and transportation costs are high. Sometimes
it isnot a matter of $5 000 but, in most cases, it is between
$10 000 and $15 000.

As to the homes in Weston, that the member for St
John spoke of, in mogt cases the homes in Weston were
rebuilt by the NHC so that the $15 000 for repairing the
homes in Weston is not necessarily true because most o
the homes will berepaired. | don't think many peoplewere
given the$15 000 at Weston atdl. | think homesare being
built for them. In many cases those persons who have to
move ask for land so that the $15 000 is not to pay for
land it is just for foundation and transportation.

| believe over time that this matter will be solved. It
is going to take some time. The surveying has now begun
again. Out of possibly 5 000 to 6 000 personsin plantation
tenanvies over 3 000 surveys and conveyances were
handed out. We till have more than 2 000 to go and it will
take the Ministry of Housing 2 or 3 years to clean up the
list and provide conveyances for those persons who are
affected.

| want to give Honourable Members the assurance
that the programme has begun. | know that many
Honourable Members have been vigilant. Certainly, the
Honourable Member for St. John has been very vigilant in
looking after his tenants. He has been asking and sending
many letters to the Ministry of Housing and | would like
‘dl  Honourable Members- the Member for Christ Church
South has been representing his tenants— to let us know in
the Ministry of Housing what is happening in their area
with respect to the tenantries programme.

| would also want to say in terms of the registration
o tenantries, Francia Plantation, for example, in my own
congtituency will have to be scheduled. It does not
necessarily have to be a plantation tenantry, but once we
recognise the need the Minigter of Housing has the power
to schedule a tenantry. Over the next year or so, more
tenantrieswill have to be scheduled to provide the statutory
priceof 10 centsfor those personswho are affected. Thank
you.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Honourable
Member for Chrig Church South, in his presentation,
recognised some similarity between Apes Hill and
Harmony Hall in St. Lawrence. | just wish to put in the
record that the former Attorney Genera, Mr. Maurice
King, had assured us that in the context of thedlocation of
land to the present owners of the nightclub that it did not
in any way derogatefrom the provision of house spots for
those persons who are on the other side of the St

LawrenceRoad, that there are sufficient house spotson the
appropriate side.

| heard him talking about the car park but the people
to be located who were on the flooding side, d| of those
persons, provisons were made for them to be relocated.
Just in case there was any difficulty about that, | just
wanted to be certain that there is no misunderstanding that
the granting of a car park to the night club somehow
deprived the tenants on the other side from their rightsin
the circumstances. | know about this primarily because
when we were examining the whole question o the
location of the cheaper plant for the South Coast Sewerage
Project and the effect which the plant location would have
on any tenantsthat would livein that immediate areato the
south of the plant was of grave concern to the Ministry of
Hedth a the time. And we waked the land and we
checked to see that all the people in that generd area
would in fact be provided for. | thought that in dl the
circumstances that | should put that in the record.

| aso wish to note that there is a problem for
personsin relation to tenantries where as in the case of a
tenantry in Richmond and surrounding areasthelandlord of
record has died. There seems to be some concern about the
estate and in the meantime the tenants in the area are in
tremendous difficulty because exercising the option to
purchase land under the scheduled tenanvies the guestion
as to whom the letter should be addressed. There is in
essence a hiatus in the ownership of the property and it is
creating tremendous difficulty for someof my congtituents.
We literdly do not know where to turn. | do not fed it is
fair that ordinary persons living in a tenantry should be
required to go seeking high priced lawyersto work in this
areawhen the lawyersthemselvesare only going to be able
to tell them that they don't know what to do but would still
in fact have afee due and owing.

In Al the circumstances, | believe that the Minister
would wish to pay some atention to this particular
difficulty with a view to finding a solution, or if asolution
exigts, because it is no respongbility of a parliamentarian
to be giving legd advice in matters which may
subsequently turn out to havedifficulty. If asolution exists,
| think it is the respongbility of the Ministry responsibleto
let the public be aware as to how these matters may be
dealt with because attempts to discover from the Ministry
what stepsare to be taken have generally been greeted with
response from the Ministry that they don't know whet the
people are talking about. In dl those circumstances, |
believethat the Minidry is the place where membersdof the
public should be able to go to get answers to certan
quegtions.

This is a theoretical issue which is a matter which is
causing actua persons concern and no doubt it applies
esawhere because these estates have a way of being
complicated and even with high priced lawyers the
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complications are not settled. To the extent that it is
feasible, | give advice to constituentsas to how they may
protect themsdlves. For example, there are some who have
paid no rent or who have not known where to pay rent for
more than two years. | have advised them to pay the rent
into some kind of account.

505 pm.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | advise. | do not give lega
advice. If the Minister feels that he wishesto risk his hand
with alaw suit against me, | cannot stop him from trying,
but | receive no fees. | do not wish to give a lecture, but
you have to receive fees in order to be charged. Yau can
give legd advice. How good it is is another matter. |
dways tdl my constituentsthat any advicel givethem is
political advice given in a lega framework. If they wish
legal advice they would then consult alawyer, and if they
wish me to advise them which lawyer to consult, | would
be happy to do so.

Generdly speaking, Mr. Speaker, these matters o
tenantry concerns, as your Honour knows, little people and
when it concerns little people it then becomes of big
importanceto somedf usand, in the circumstances, | hope
the Minister will address this issue.

While the Minigter is at it, | hope he will recognise
that the borders along which some of these tenantries run
as they come out to the Highway have an absence o
sidewalks. | wonder if the Minigter in the meantime could
pay some attention to this. | promise to write him a letter
but since this debate has come up | will mention it. The
tenantry that runs, for example, dong President Kennedy
Drive, has a sidewalk that has only been fixed in part from
Eagle Hall to Richmond Gap. It would not cost a lot for
the Minigter to direct that the extension of the paving o
the sidewalk could be carried dl the way to Westbury
Road to dlow some of those poor people who livein the
tenantries along Richmond Gap to wak on a sidewalk that
does not destroy their shoes, and disrupt their toenails, and
things like that. It is standing in the way  many an
ederly person from going to market, that is to say, the
Eagle Hal Market and/or Church, which is to say, Pasture
Woods Church just opposite Richmond Gap. | hope the
Minister will take this in the spirit in which it is offered.

| particularly wish to hear him on the difficulty for
persons who wish to exercise the option to purchase land
in the scheduled tenantry where they do not know to whom
they should address the prescribed form. | thought that
something akin to the public defender should be able to
receive this letter but the legidation is not specific and
might not protect persons who thought they had exercised
the option only to discover subsequently that they had not.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, in listening to the
Honourable Member for St. Michael West | think thereis
a lesson to learn from what he has said and that is the
danger in giving advice in an area where one is not
competent. This happens in medicine and engineering. It
happens in education because al of us fed that we are
educationa experts if only because we are parents and we
went to school. Obvioudy it happens moreso in law than
anywhere else because | have heard the Honourable
Member refer to the amount of street lawyers walking al
around the place and he has demongtrated what he really
means when he talks about giving advice knowing the
particular individual to whom he gives the advicecould get
that advice from someone else.

It is fairly obvious too, notwithstanding the fact that
thereare not many lawyerson that side, that except for the
few times when they met in this House, that the
Honourable Members on that side are not talking to one
another because | believethat the Leader of the Opposition
and the Deputy Leader of the Oppostion with their
experience, or limited experience, would be able to advise
the Honourable Member for St. Michadl West asto thelaw
in cartain areas where, if not he himsalf, his constituents
are somewhat confused. | have a difficulty in giving him
advice since my adviceis not normally free and | cannot
speak as a lawyer on this occasion.

| an spesking from memory, Mr. Speaker, and to
deal specifically with the particular matter the Honourable
Member was talking about, the Honourable Member for St.
John would probably be able to advise him. Addressingthe
specific issue of the tenant who cannot find his landlord,
section 12(1), and | am spesking from memory, is very
clear. Where a qudified tenant wishes to exercise his right
under this Act, he shdl give notice to the landlord, or his
atorney and the Minister, and the form of the noticeis set
out in the Schedule. Where no attorney is appointed as
requited, or where the landlord has refused to comply with
the particular section, or where the landlord cannot be
found, or his identity cannot be ascertained, a notice in
Form 2, and the notice is set out in the Schedule.

| know the Honourable Member for St. John is not
speaking to the Honourable Member for St. Michael West
so he would not have had the benefit of his advice but we
are not actualy dealing with alegal matter here. | believe
that after the proceedings we could probably.....

Mr. B. M. TAITT: If the Honourable Member would
give way. In his rush to demongtrate that | do not
understand the sections...

Aside.

Mr. SPEAKER: A point of elucidation?
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Mr. B. M. TAITT: The Honourable Member has
given way. On a point o €ucidation. In his rush to
demonstrate that the Honourable Member for St. Michadl
West might not understand the law and might be &kin to
one of the street lawyers, he did not hear the point | was
making because he was s0 busy taking advice from stregt
lawyers who might be in this House that he did not listen
to what | was saying.

The point | was making was that when condtituents
go to the Ministry for which he has responsbility, those
congtituents are being told that they do not know what to
do. That is the point | was making. But the law which he
is quoting says that the tenant should lodge it with the
Regigrar and the little people who live in those tenantries
do not even know who isthe Registrar. The Minigtry exists
to give advice and the point | was making is that the
Minigter should seek to see that these people get advice
rather than they having to go to a lawyer and pay afeeto
discover that they should send it to the Regidtrar.

Itisnot for any parliamentarianto be giving that kind
o advice precisdly because the parliamentarian is not a
lawyer. No lawyer should be drawing fees on the back o
a congtituent because the congtituent does not know what
to do when they cannot find the landlord. There ought to
be public information available from the Minigter
responsible for Housing and Lands. There ought to be a
place where ordinary people can go and tak about the
public defenders, Mr. Speaker. | taked about the public
defender, Mr. Speaker. Thisis the point | was making. It
had nothing to do with the specificsof thelaw. Almost any
person who has read this section would know that you can
go to the Registrar, if you cannot find the landlord. Who
knows where the Registrar is?
515 p.m.

| have heard Honourable Members in here taking
about how difficult it is to get things to the Regidtrar. As
00N as you sy Regidtrar, you are taking about paying
fees.

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | know he was not listening, so |
am going to give him the benefit of not having heard what
| said.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, the problem isthat
the Honourable Member meant to say what he just said but
he did not say it. Because what he sad just now is
something completely different from what he said earlier.
He did mention...

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir. Mr.
Spesker, if he would listen...

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Why do you nat sit down and
let me make..

Mr. B. M. TAITT Mr. Speaker, you ligen to me
carefully when | spesk. If what | have said this second
time differed from what | said thefirst time, Sir, you could
repudiate it and | would apologize.

Mr. SPEAKER: | think this is an occason when |
was following very carefully obvioudy for the benefit of
my constituents, especidly in Snagg’s Land.

| would have to agree that the Honourable Member
for St. Michad West repeated what he had stated earlier.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, with respect. The
Honourable Member did say that, on occasions, where the
landlord is dead that he is a a loss as to what he should
do.

Aside.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: No, no, no, no. When he was
about to sit down, he said he wanted my advice as to what
he should do in a situation like that because the law is not
clear. He sad that.

Mr. SPEAKER: The generd trend is that the tenant
is not clear. Could we proceed?

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Notwithstanding that, Mr.
Spesker, | do agree with the Honourable Member when he
spoke about the difficulty that some tenants have been
experiencing in order to get their conveyances, even in
dtuations where the landlord is available. There are
dtuations where plantation owners are even refusing to
comply with certain directives that are given from the
Ministry.

| would not like tO say that in these Stuations the
Minigtry is reluctant to issue a conveyance. The legidation
itself is not as clear as it should have been and maybe a
little bit more thought should have gone into the actua
&aft. But as | said earlier, in our enthusiasm to have the
legidation on the Statute Books, there are a number o
things which were omitted. Maybe if it were specificaly
dated that in Stuations like the ones to which the
Honourable Member for St. Michad West referred, the
Regigtrar mugt issue a conveyance and had specified the
form in such situations, even though a form is specified,
that isa standard form. Thereis alot that is missing in the
Act and, as a result, a nhumber of persons have been
disadvantaged by - to use the words of the Honourable
Member for St. John - some unscrupulouslandiordsin this
exercise.

The HonourableMember for St. John did raiseavery
good point with respect to the schedulingof tenantries. But
before | get to that, | just want to deny ... | did not want to
interrupt the Honourable Member for &. John when hewas
speaking because | find that when he is speaking fluently




2260

on occasionsand you get up to interrupt him, he sometimes
forgetswhat heis talking about. But he stated words to the
effect that |, as Minister, gave ingtructions to put Clifton
Hall on the back burner. That is not S0. Asa matter of fact,
Clifton Hall is high on the priority list.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on a
point of order. At no point in my speech did | say the
Miniser gave instructions. | said what, as based on
hearsay, and | an not going to reveal my sources, the
Minister said. He may have said it in a jovid manner. |
know politicians. | am laying theindictment at hisfeet only
that the project has not proceeded in the time frame |
anticipated. If he can assure me of that, notwithstanding
that, | would not say anything else about it.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Spedker, just for the
purposes of the record because when we are out of this
Chamber other people will give some wrong assessment, at
times, as to what they seein the record.

| have never given any directives to anyone with
respect to placing Clifton Hall on the back burner. It ison
the priority list. As a matter of fact, it is further ahead than
Apes Hill because theacquisition for Clifton Hall has been
completed. As he admitted, the tenders were out for the
construction of the roadworks. It is fairly obvious that
when you are dealing with priorities there are certain
factors that must be taken into consideration. In this case,
thefactors have a lot to do with thelow income earnersin
the areg, theamount of persons who have been affected by
land dippage, the persons in that area who have been
disadvantaged as a result of the amendment of which he
was part when the Tenanhies Freehold Purchase Act was
amended.

If 1 were a voter in . John, | certainly would be
veay disgppointed that every time a resolution for
acquisition of house spots comes to this Chamber he is
saying that heisgoing to filea writ or words to that effect.
He has not filed the writ as yet so it is obvious that he is
not doing his job.

Mr. D. J H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on a
point of order. | am not any bread and fish operative in
Bridgetown looking for clients. | want to make that
postion clear. Therefore | have no writ to file. | live in
Mapp’s, St. Philip. What | will do, however, is encourage
my congtituentsto fight for their rights. It is up to them if
they wish to do so. The problem is that | do not have
access to al the information.

| an ill on a point of order. The Honourable
Member gave the impression, in the course of his
presentation, that some factorslike how many people were
afected by the last legidation, land dippage and so on
wererelevant. Thosearenot relevant. Thelots have dready
been alocated. People have already received letters in their

hand alocating the lots at Gal Hill to them. It is at the
stage where, once the sites and services are put in place,
they should be told the lot is available, this is the price.
Those factors are not relevant. 1 do not wish to fight with
the Honourable Member on it, Sir. | am pleading. Let us
not have acrimony. | would like the people of St. John to
have the benefits of the taxes they pay like every other
citizen in this country.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, it is strange that
he is not a bread and fish lawyer, as he said. He lives in
St. Philip but heis still using the language of S. John. | do
not understand how the two fit in.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | have
to riseon apoint of order because it is a serious matter. |
do not come in here to tout for my profession. | come in
here as the representativedf the peoplecof St. John. | make
a very sharp distinction.

The Honourable Member therefore should not be
dlowed to impute, in his presentation, that my comments
in here had anything to do with the work | do as an
Attorney-at-Law in Bridgetown because that is not the
basis on which | speak in these debates.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, jus for the
purposes of the record | want to deal with this question o
Clifton Hal because it is being mentioned, by the
Honourable Member for St. John, every time an acquisition
comes to this House. He will continue to do,it. He has
mentioned the fact that lots have been alocated to certain
persons.

| want the Honourable Member to know that it is the
policy of this Adminigtration to allocate lots with reference
to a specific policy and not on the basis of any specia
relationship a person enjoyed. If persons were alocated
lots, those persons have to be fitted into the policy. The
policy as | mentioned had a lot to do with those factors
pertaining to land dlippage, tenantries relocation and low
income earners. Even if those persons were alocated and
they do not fit within that policy, it means that the
redllocation process, when we come to St. John, will have
to be looked at again. It is as smple as that.

Mr. Speaker, with respect to the question...
Aside.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: An issue wes raised with
respect to the Agricultural Holdings Option To Purchase
Act and the fact that — | think the Honourable Member for
St. John raised that point — persons, at a very young age,
who obviously were not qualified tenants were actually
receiving conveyances. While | share his view about
unscrupulous land owners and | do not share the view of
the Honourable Member for St. George North about
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unscrupulouslawyers, | should like to say that you have to
look at - rather than painting any picture or casting any
aspersions on anybody's character - the legidation asit is.
The definition of qudified tenant in the Tenantries
Freehold Purchase Act iscompletely different to aqualified
tenant in the Agricultural Holdings Option To Purchase
Act. Thisis the reason why a person who is 5 years old
forgetting the provisions of the law relaing to trust can
actualy become a qualified tenant, under the Agricultura
Option To Purchase Act. But this cannot be so in the
Tenantries Freehold Purchase Act.

525 p.m.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Spesgker, | have to
rise on a point of order because that point is irrelevant. |
am talking about people who clearly could not qualify. |
an not having any debate with the Honourable Member
about who qualifies under the Act. That debate is for other

people.
Mr. SPEAKER: What is the point of order?

Mr. D. J H. THOMPSON: That the Honourable
Member is mideading the House because heis giving the
impression that | was saying that there are some cases in
which people qualify and land owners may have conveyed
to them and | am saying tha is unscrupulous.

| an saying categoricdly that the cases | am
spesking o are people who could not qualify under any
legidation for the purchase of agricultural lots or tenantry
lots. | am saying that because the Town Planner is not
required to give permission for the subdivison that there
can be some back door salesof land under the Agricultural
Holdings Option to Purchase Act where the person is not
aqualified tenant. Thatisdl | am saying. The Honourable
Member does not have to demonstrate that he knows the
law, we al know it including the Honourable Member for
. George North and | do not wish to be disparaging. |
support your view. Thereare unscrupulouslawyersin this
country and you are right to say 0.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, | do not want to
get into any argument with the Honourable Member on
these points. | would just like to say with respect to
tenantries, the HonourableMember for Christ Church South
did dlude to the problem facing a number of tenantsin the
urban aress. At our last check there were about 6 000
tenants in the urban areas who have been affected by the
omissionaf the provisionsd thislegidation to teke care of
them in the same way as the plantation tenantries did take
care d the tenants on plantation lands.

It isa matter which will have to engage the attention
of this administration because the problem is becoming
more acute now than it ever was There are Stuations
where landowners in the urban areas are charging tenants
as much as $6 per square foot whereas people in rural

tenantries are paying 10 cents per square foot for smilar
lands. At the same time they are benefitting from the
provisions o the Tenantries Freehold Purchase Adt in that
there is no need to go to Town Panning for the
subdivision. These are matters that we have to address.

We a so have to address matters pertaining to tenants
who have been living on land for a number of years. Only
on Sunday a woman came to me. She was living on land
for 40 years and smply becausea Government hasrepaired
an old road next door to her the owner, who is a grandson
o the person from whom sherented in thefirst place, says
he would now like to have the spot. After 40 yearsliving
on that land she has got to move smply because of an
improvement to that area which has been done by
Government. These are matters that we must remedy.
These are matters that that adminigtration failed to do
anything about in the last 8 years. Mr. Speaker, | now
move that this Resolution do now pass.

The question was put to the House and resolved in
the affirmative without division.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg to
move that this House do now adjourn to Friday 2nd
February 1996 at 10:00 o'clock in the morning

Speaking on the Adjournment,Sir, we would propose,
on this side, on Friday to debate the supplementary which
was tabled today. | have spoken with the Leader of the
Opposition to support our proposals that on Tuesday next
we would debate the Education White Paper.

| have further spoken to the Leader of the Opposition
about broadcast arrangements for next Tuesday. He is to
get back to me and | will then, in due course, as is the
custom now, write Your Honour as to what arrangements
can be agreed between the Opposition and the Government
or in the event that there cannot be an agreement what it is
that the Government proposes.

We would further propose too, Mr. Speaker, next
Tuesday February 6, to debate the Income Tax
(Amendment) Bill. The Governmentislooking even further
down the road at the Insurance Bill, which isin the hands
of al Honourable Members, we would wish to give some
time for research, discussion and consideration and it is
proposed that we would debate the Insurance Bill on the
20th February 1996. In March then, Sir, it is anticipated
that we would be getting into the debate on the Estimates
of Expenditure and | will announce the date proposed for
that debate at a later time.

We have a very busy schedulein front of us. Some
matters need extensive consideration and | am trying to
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be as accommodatingas | can beto dl Members So that
is the legidative programmefor the immediate future.

Thereare other matters which areon their wey to this
House. Thereisthe Financid IndtitutionsBill which is yet
to come up to the Cabingt and its companion amendmernt,
métters to do with the offshore regime as wel as other
outstanding quite substantial pieces of legidation as wdl.
It is important that we do not do things in an ad hoc
fashion and |, as Leader of the House, mugst plan the

busness of the House so that things will go smoothly and
Members can take best advantage. So tha is wha is
proposed and | would like to move that we adjourn now

Friday 2nd day of February, 1996 at 10:00 o'clock in the
morning.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House
accordingly.

5.35 p.m.
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