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Prayers were led by Canon Ivan Harewood.

Mr. SPEAKER: The House is now in session.
MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minutes of Tuesday, July 9,
1996.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, | beg to
move that the Minutes of the Honourable the House of
Assembly of its meeting of Tuesday, July 9, 1996, which
Minutes have been circulated, be taken as read.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: | beg to second that, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: If there are no corrections or
observations, then let those Minutes stand confirmed.
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PAPERS

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, | am
commanded to lay the following:

1. TheExchangeControl (Fees) (Revocation) Order,
1996.

2, The Report on the Audit of the Accounts of the
National Insurance Fund for the year ended
December 31, 1993.

3. The Annua Report of the National Productivity
Board for the year 1994/95.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, | beg togive
notice of the following:

1. The Financid Institutions Bill, 1996.

2. A Resolution to approve the sde to Michad
Cozier of a parcel of land together with the
building thereon at Glendale, in the parish of St.
Thomeas.

FIRST READING OF BILLS

On the motion of Hon. MissB. A. MILLER, seconded
by Hon. D. A. C. SIMMONS, the following Bill was read
a first time:

The Financial Ingtitutions Bill, 1996.

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR OBITUARY
SPEECHES

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: Mr. Speaker, a few weeks
ago aformer Chairman of Committeesof this House and
representetiveof the parish and the then constituency-of St.
George, Mr. Russell Lowe, passed away. | think it is
appropriate that we pay tribute to his memory for his
contribution to public life in Barbados.

| knew Mr. Lowe from February 1976 until he left
Parliament. When | became a Member of this House in
February 1976 the Democratic Labour Paty wes in
Government and he was the Chairman of Committees. |
cannot say other than during his tenure | found him to be
a mogt accommodating and humane person in the Chair,
whose interpretation of the Rules generally, | think, trying
to speak as objectively as | can, was sound. He was not a
person who had the benefit of a high education but he was
aman of innate, intellect, native intelligence,and a wedth
of common sense. | found him very fair in his dedings
with both sides of the House. | think al Members of the

House- | am trying to think carefully as | spesk = got on
wel with Mr. Lowe.

In his congtituency, of course, he came dong a a
time when it was the norm for MPs to render service of a
very loca nature to condtituents. Twenty years later, the
kind of servicewearecaled upon to render, particularly in
Government, more and more requires us to beinvolved in
mattersd high nationa or international or regional content
and moment.

Mr. Lowe was essentidly the t ype of politician that
the late Reynold Weekes was. He stuck very closdly to his
congtituentsin St. George. Indeed, even though he did not
livein St. George, as | recdl it, he had a shop around the
Greensarea. He was dwaysin his shop until lateat night.
That was a meeting point for meny of his congtituents.

His was a very smple style of life but a very
effective style and a vey effective style of politica
management he had. The kinds of things that politicians
used to do in those days he was very adept at it. Thelittle
services that you rendered to constituents from signing
passports to giving a lift in his motorcar as you paess
through aconstituency,dl those came second natureto Mr.
Lowe.

| have never heard in my 20 years in Parliament
anyone speak ill of Mr. Lowe He had that kind of
personality that endeared him to everyone. He obvioudy
hed his politicd views, a supporter of the Democratic
Labour Party, but that did not interfere with his ability to
interact and have good relationships with people on the
other sde.

| think in every respect Mr. Lowe was a good man,
anice person. | have seen him once or twicesince he left
politics. He did not show any sign of change. He was till
the warm kind of person that | knew. It was a pleasure
knowing him.

| just wish to say that for the peopleof St. Georgein
his time, he rendered very useful service and to this
Parliament as Chairman of Committees, having regard to
dl that | have said, he was an excellent Chairman of
Committees, Sir.

On behdf of the Government | would ask that
condolences be tendered to his surviving relatives and in
due course the usua Resolution be sent on behaf of the
House.

| an obliged to you, Sir.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Spesker, it is with much
sorrow and yet some joy that | find mysdlf able to spesk
for this side in relation to one of the fine old men of
Barbadian politics. The higtory of this Honourable
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Houseis repletewith storiesof great Barbadians who have
served in this Chamber.
11.30 am.

In many ways, as will be the case 30 yearsfrom now,
when they speak of some Honourable Members here each
story IS separate, each story is distinct even though onecan
find what they call in law, a golden thread, moving through
the particular stories. The ones that are perhaps of most
impoertance- and certainly the ones that are most colourful
are the ones told of those parliamentary representatives
whose only claim to fame was that they rose up from
among the ordinary peopleand by the shareforce o their
integrity, their commitment and their understanding of the
road which they travelled, they became grest.

Woodroffe Russell Lowe was one such a man. He
belonged to the era of a great representative from St
Joseph, Lloyd Smith, a great representative from St
Michadl, MenceaCox, a great representativefrom St. Lucy,
Sir Theodore Brancker, he belonged to a group that we
who are now the elder spokesmen in this Chamber found
when most of us came to this Chamber. We found Russall
Lowe a man who was first and foremost a representative
but dmost at the same time a parliamentarian par
excellence. Their's was the method of waiting until they
had something to say before speaking. Their's was the
willingness to dlow those who by dint of fortune or
circumstance had had opportunity to broaden their
experiences and their education to take the forefront in the
high mattersof theday. But theirswasaso the tenacity o
he or she who knows what he or she stands for.

No one who has ever heard Russdll Lowe making
what he would describe as the particular "pint” and that
was his trademark, Sir. He always would define the word
"point” in that remarkable way as the "pint" and when he
was making a"pint" or when he held seadfadtly to a"pint"
it redly did not matter which side had what opinion, he
was gticking to his "pint".

| have not yet, Sir, reached his sterling performance
asChairman of Committees because that would come to be
the highlight of his parliamentary career. Mr. Speaker, cast
as he was into therole of presiding officer, he adorned the
Chair with a substance that mede itsdf immediately
apparent when one fell afoul of his ruling. Mr. Spesker, |
do not recall anyone ever mentioning having seen Russdl|
Lowe angry but everyone remembers having seen him
serious. For when he determined that the point, or'as | said
earlier "the pint" was a serious matter then he rose to his
full height, all 5 feet 9 inches of it and helet no one, and
that included the Prime Minister of the day, the Leader of
the Opposition of the day, the golliwogs of the day, and,
Sir, he was Chairman of Committees when there were
some very heavy rollers sitting on both sidesof the House.

He, Sir, would makeit known beyond any shadow of doubt
who was the presiding officer and when he ruled, he ruled
and he once told me quietly that the worst thing a presiding
officer could ever do is to dlow himsdf to appear to be
wrong. Mr. Speaker, | make no recommendations to Your
Honour in this regard.

Mr. SPEAKER: Thank you, nevertheless,

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | make no recommendations to
your Honour in this regard, Sir, but | give you this
information as it was passed to me by that illustrious and
distinguished gentleman.

Mr. Speaker, | had the good fortuneto have known
him in another capacity. Hisdaughter, Lestine, and ny late
wife Marjorie, started as student nurses on the same date
and were in the class together and formed those lifetime
friendships of which all of us are familiar where we have
been classmates in one form or another and they were part
of a seven-woman or seven-girl, they had no objection to
being called girlsin those days, they were part of a seven-
girl contingent that studied together, that feted together -
vay little of that, and did almost everything together and
so to know one was to know all. To be rebuffed by one
was to be rebuffed by al but nonetheless some of us
managed in that manner to which we al used to be
accustomed to inveigle our way into the midst of groups
like that and in my case | wasfortunateto inveigleny way
into that particular group and | am able to say that we had
lifelong friendships. Those of us who have been close in
that particular group have remained friends throughout the
years. It was in that context that | was able to meet her
father long before he became a parliamentarian.

He used to preside over a shop. | think that is the
only way one can describewhat it is that Russell Lowe did
in his shop in Greens, St. George. | think it is fair to say
that there are more people who owed him money in any
given week then paid. It is true to say, Sir, that he
represented a breed of small business persons in this
country that demonstrated very clearly and very early that
the customer was adways right even if the customer was
dways broke.

Mr. Speaker, there is not one from St. George North
or South who will not regale you with the magnificenced
the gestures of this distinguished man as a shopkeeper. He
never alowed anyone to come to his shop and leave his
shop without the number of goods they had caled for
notwithstanding the fact that most of them had over cdled
s0 to speak in relation to their capacity to pay.

Mr. Speaker, he like other shopkeepers | used to
know when | was very young understood that existencein
Barbados ‘during those days required a certain
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tenacity, a certain perspicacity and above dl a specid
barbadiennefinesse to allow them to exist on the resources
which wereavailablein the circumstances. Thereis hardly
one of us in here who is unknowing of that kind o
existence.
11.40 a.m,

| certainly, Mr. Speaker, grew up in a family which
even now | marve at the capacity of my mother literaly to
get blood out of stone and the Reynold Weekeses of this
world, the Russell Lowes of this world and many others
who formed part of the rich higory of Barbados are
singular in the honour which should be paid to them for
helping to keep this society together in times when it was
virtually impossible. They are the red heroes of this
country, Sir, and Russell Lowe was a hero in Barbados
long before he became a Member of Paliament or
Chairman of Committees, for from that small peddling
shop which was very steadily and dowly expanding to a
medium-sized businessin Greens, St. George, he was able
to preside over and assist with the development of a large
cadre of young people who today make their mark in the
development of Barbadosand whose children will continue
to make a substantial contribution to the growth and
development of our society.

| recdl, Sir, when | returned from the United States
after we hed been gone for some considerable time to take
up a position as a Senator and Minister of Trade, Industry
and Commerce. Some of the earliest advice on how to
perceive my responghility came from Russell Lowe. By
virtue of the fact of responsbility for Commerce, |
necessarily needed to get a perspective of what commerce
was like in Barbados from people who were engaged in it
in areal way. Russell Lowe helped me to understand the
difficulties which the small shopkeeper suffered, part of
which was the inability to bresk out of a cocoon that hed
been very carefully and very selectively woven by those
who hed power in the society. Shopkeepers weie required
to take the good, bad and the indifferent when the truck
turned up at their shop "to deliver the goods'. It was
Russdl Lowe who helped me more than anybody else
perhaps to understand that particular phenomenon which
many of us would have observed from afar but few of us
would have known the gritty details of how the small
shopkeeper lived or rather existed in our time. From time
to time one would go to his place and run by him policy
positions which one was about to take in relaion to
commerce and the small shopkeepers in this country. He
was a tremendoustower of strength in that regard but more
particularly,Mr. Speaker, he was a colossusin termsof his
advice as to how one should approach representation of
people in Barbados.

| will not detain this Honourable Chamber with the
details of that kind of advice except to say that it is in

observing peoplelikeL owe, Hoppin, Weekes and Brancker
that one undersood that the first and foremost
responsbility of a Member of Parliament is the
representation of hisor her peopleasthecase may be Itis
a lesson which has stood me in good stead and which |
commend to all Honourable Members here and to comein
terms of the role they will play in the higory and
development of thiscountry, for in theend we are o more
then the epitome o those who send us here to represent
them. Collectively what we do in one form or another
condtitutes the sum totd of whet all of the people of
Barbados do irrespective of their political pogtion. | am
grateful that in my lifetime that | have had the opportunity
to share experiences, thoughts and words with people like
the late Woodroffe Russell Lowe.

Mr. Speaker, as happensin many such circumstances,
| was unfortunately travelling in Washington and then in
Geneva in between the time he died and his interment. So
| was unable personaly to sharein the condolences which
would have been issued on that occasion. | take this
opportunity now on behaf of my family and | spesk d0
on behdf of the Democratic Labour Party, the Party to
which in the end he was committed and a Party to which
he had given more than he recelved, a Party which will
awaysrevere his memory. | spesk on behaf of our sideas
| offer to hisfamily and to hisfriendsour condolencesand
our wishes for their sustenance over the long haul as they
miss this dear and distinguished gentleman. All of usin
this Chamber will be saddened by hisloss but many of us
will be glad by the fact that we were touched by his
grestness in one form or another as he sought to serve his
country and his people. | thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Dr. R C. HAYNES. Mr. Spedker, it is with some
degree of sadness but also with a sense of gppreciation for
having shared with Mr. Lowe many fine moments in the
paish of St. George and indeed, as | think and reflect on
his life and his contribution which he made tc that parish
and to this country as a whole, one wonders how it is that
someone who at al times maintained such a profile of
humility, a profile of sdf-denid was able to achieve so
much during his lifetime. You will note, Mr. Spegker, that'
| refer to him as Mr. Lowe and not Russell Lowe because
| do not know of anyonein St. George who ever referred
to him either other than as Mr. Lowe and there is a good
reason for that. There is hardly anyone that | have known
who has commanded that kind of respect from al age
groups within a community that no one seems to dare to
mention his first name in referring to him. He hed built
such a deep relationshipwith the peopled St. George that
it was difficultfor anyoneobserving political campaignsin
the sixties or seventies to understand how Russdll Lowe
ever won a seat, but he never lost. That is a mos
interesting phenomenon becausein theproceeding yearshis
involvement in the locd politics like persons as




Py

3396

Reynold Weekes and so on that was the foundation on
which he built his relationship with the people of St
George.

11.50 a.m.

| recall, Mr. Speaker, during the 1971 elections the
tremendous effort that was being made when it was felt
that Russell Lowe would lose his seat. Many o us made
enormous effortsto get Mr. Lowe to leave his shop and he
would tell you that heis doing his campaign from morning
till night, and he would never leave the shop to go
anywhere. Such things as'going from house to house or
doing al the other things that people were doing, flyers, et
cetera, he was not in the least bit concerned with. He was
campaigningand that wastheend of the story. Then, al of
a sudden, in the last wesk of the campaign we saw a
completely different person atogether. He came out and he
moved swiftly and very decisively. He knew exactly where
to go, he knew who to mobilise and wherever you went
with Russell everybody referred to him as Mr. Lowe,
amost humbly before him.

| recall the first night that he gppeared on the
platform during that campaign. It was in Bourné's Village
in St. George North. As he was about to finish spesk that
night, he told the people of St. George: 'Remember this,
you are hopping high and flying low." OF course, referring
to Eyre Hoppin in the north and Lowe in the south. That
became the dogan for the last wesk of the campaign.
Simple, straightforward, hopping high, flyinglow, and that
completely knocked out al his opponentsin a matter of a
few days, so much so that they never understood how they
were defeated and assigned quite adisproportionateamount
o blameto me, wheninfact | played a very minima role
in the campaign, but it was that dogan that made the
difference.

That was an interesting evening, Sir, because the
sydem that was used a that meeting was amost
prehigtoric. It seemed to me to consist of an accumulation
of old tots, but somehow it made the appropriate noisein
the didtrict.

That same evening | left there and went to Chrigt
Church Eadt to listen to a meeting. Then | saw a very
similar thing happen. Here was the late Sir EOwy Talma
addressing a meeting, with hardly any equipment, a large
crowd, everybody was saying that Sir Edwy was under a
lot of pressure and that he would lose his seat, and then
camethetimefor Sir Edwy to spesk. All he did was to get
on the platform and say: "Rommel!" Then there was a roar
and he repested three times and got down. That was the
end. He said nothing more.

Thisis such aremarkable experience that | could not
understand what was going on, but clearly what was

happening was here you had two politicians who felt so
secure and who bad done so much at various levels in
politics over along period of time, that they were able to
meet their challengers in this particular way. Those of us
who were interested in bringing modem techniques to
politicd campaigning and political exercises never
understood the solidity with which these men held their
seats and could never possbly be removed until they
decided to relinquish their seets.

As an individua Russdll Lowe was an extraordinary
gentleman. He was generous in his thoughts and his
expressionsabout his politica colleaguesand a so about his
political opponents. He aways looked out and identified
the virtuesof his opponentsand spoke to those virtues and
concentrated on beating them by analysing their virtuesand
strengthsrather than trying to denigratethem. | have never
heard him a aly time being offensve towards
politician whatsoever on whatever sde of the politica
fence that person was.

| think that such persons made a mgjor contribution
to the politicd life of this country not only by the support
of their politica parties but by their conduct and by their
persond lives. By the way in which they functioned within
their communities they set the standard by which people
viewed their representatives and aso they established a
level of expectations of conduct by which dl'
representetives, those present and in the future, would be
assessad.

Today, Sir, oneof the things| have dwaysnoticed in
Barbadians is the degree of respect which they offer to
their representatives. One recognises that this was not an
automatic matter, that thisis something that was earned by
our predecessorsin office and it is very important that all
of ustry to maintain and live up to the expectationswhich
the people foster in their minds and to the standards set by
amen like Mr. Lowe.

The Honourable Member for St. Michael West spoke
of the advice and the soundnessof hisadvice. | ignored his
advice in 1976 and | paid the pendlty. | recall on severd
occasions he advised me torun in &. George South and
not in St. George North, but being new to this business it
seemed to me that St. George North would be the more
appropriate place for me torun Having been defeated, as
Russdll expected me to be defeated, when | saw him again
he said: 'What did | tell you? | told you to run in S.
George South and you would have had no problems
whatsoever." It took me many, many years to begin to
understand exactly what he was telling me, and |
understand today very well why he gave me that advice.
But a no time did he spell out to me why he was giving
me that particular advice.

12.00 noon
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So, Mr. Speaker, | am very happy to be a part of this
tributeand part of thisrecord of Hansard becausel believe

that down the ages as higtorianstry to anayse and interpret
politica eventsin Barbadosthat these tributes that we pay
to our parliamentarians as they pass to the Great Beyond
will be very important historical records.

To hisfamily, to his friends and to the people of St.
George, both North and South, whom he representedin this
Parliament at one time or the other, on behdf of mysdf,
my family and the ever-growing family o the Nationa
Democratic Paty | wish to express my sincerest
condolences. Thank you very much, Mr. Spesker.

Mr.G A. CLARKE: Mr. Spesker, |, too, would want
to add my voice to those who have pad tribute to the
goodly gentleman who has now passed on. Mr. Woadroffe
Russdll Lowe was indeed a fine gentleman who served the
wider St. George between the years 1961 and 1976. Indeed,
Sir, | believe he was a senior Member of Parliament who
represented the entire St. Georgeduring the years 1961-76.

He was a person who gave o his best, who gave
service. One cannot see any tribute in terms of buildings,
in terms of fineroads, in terms of structures, but | believe
that this gentleman that we are paying tribute to provided
servicein terms of providing the basic necessitiesfor those
personsin those daysin terms of providing food and some
form of shelter.

| believe that Mr. Russall Lowe who served unbeaten
between' the years 1961-76 wes a fine example of whet a
parliamentarian ought to be, a person who will go to the
condtituents. He was not interested in providing lavish
roads, lights and so on because he served at a time when
the economy was very low and some o the basic
necessities could not be provided. When he finished his
term in 1976 there were gtill a number of roads and
problems in terms of service within the St. George
community but he provided the basic necessity, service,
which is important.

| believe that we can emulate some of the things that
this gentleman stood for. In fact, | first met Mr. Russell
Lowe as a student at the elementary school. It was during
those years that Mr. Russdll Lowe and Mr. Eyre Hoppin
came around to schools. He came around and told the
students that he was offering himsdlf as a candidatefor the
congtituency of St. George and it was during those years
that men like Mr. Russdll Lowe'and Mr. Eyre Hoppin paid
tremendous effort to the smdl things that matter, whet
people wanted food, proper wages, what people wanted in
terms of a decent - job. Therefore, one can say that this

gentleman provided the necessary things, service.
Therefore, we like to pay tribute to him.

Mr. Lowe aso wes parliamentary secretary in the
Minigtry of Communicationsand Works between the years
1966-71. He was aso Chairman of Committees in this
HonourableHouse between the years 1971-76 and then he
gave way to a Mr. Cyril Waker who was defested by our
present Member for St. George South, Mr. Louis Tull. This
gentleman dways believed that a person despite his
education, despite his positionin lifeshoul d be truthful and
he committed himself to see things his way and therefore
he said that a Member had to respect the Chair. He told a
former Prime Minister 'When | rules, | rules.”

He did not see status as important. You see respect
for the Char. He aso told Members when he was
Chairman of Committee that a Member of Parliament
should only spesk once during the Committeestage. Before
him, | believe the Standing Orders of the day alowed
Members of Parliament to speak unlimited time and to
ek more than once, but he ruled that a Member in
Committee should only spesk once and despiteit not being
awrittenrule, Members adhered to that ruling betweenthe
years 1971 and 1976.

It isimportant to know, Mr. Speaker, that here was a
man who served and who served and was never defeated
but yet in his latter years, | wastold quite recently, that he
was amost forgotten. So meny of us, Mr. Speaker, serve
from time to time in this Honourable Chamber and when
we have departed from here we are never remembered.
12.10 p.m.

| believe that something should be done. Especidly
when you provide service. You leave your family, you
leave your friends, you leave your children and provide
service for the wider community. Something has to be
done.

| think that | have seen in many Parliaments where
scrolls are  provided, where you have Members of
Parliament names on these scrolls. So that, at least,
someone in ther later years can see that Russdll Lowe,
Eyr e Hoppin or some of the personswho have served, you
can see those names being there. | think that something
should be done to remember these fine gentlemen because
the community, a& large, sometimes forget that these
Members have served and have served with digtinction. |
believe that this gentleman Russel Lowe would be
remembered best of al for the service he has rendered to
. Georgeas a whole, and to the wider Barbados as such.

We adso mugt remember that he was dso a
Parliamentarian a a time when he replaced the
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planter class. | think that it was he who defeated the
conservaive Member of Parliament, in those day, Mr.
Dowding. It was he who put an end to the system of
oligarchy in St. George. Both he and Mr. Freddie Miller
served with distinction during those pre-independenceyears
and pogt-independenceyears. So | believe that we can best
remember themfor the servicethey providedfor the people
of St. George.

Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER: Mr. Spedker, | rise to
support this Resolution before the House, Sir, and also as
Chairman of Committees. Although| do not know Russll
Lowe, | have been able to gather that he was, indeed, a
great men.

Sir, | am particularly impressed by the fact that here
was a gentleman who was a shopkeeper in his area df St.
George, and who had been able to represent these people
for fifteen years. Never once being defested. Having
defeated the conservativein 1961.

| think what this says, Sir, is thet this gentleman was
respected by the people in his community. This respect
could only have come by thefact that he was perceived to
have been making a contribution to the community, and
asoby thefact that he was seen to be aman of the people.

We wdll recdl that he defeated one of our own, the
Honourable Member for St. George South, in the Election
of 1971, when we al felt that this young, sharp attorney
would have defeated whoever came before him in 1971,
especidly in view of thefact he had been a member of the
under forties and would have had alot of exposure before
the Election in 1971. To our surprise, Sir, Russell Lowe,
the shopkeeper, defeated the attorney, the Honourable
Member for St. George South, Mr. Louis Tull.

What that showed, Sir, is that the people o S
George, at that time, were determined to stick with a
gentlemanwho they put there before and they felt that they
owed it to h mto return to him to Parliament. Sir, thisis
how communities, such as we have places, like St. George,
some places in St. Philip, St. Peter, outlying rural arees.
This is how they respond. When there is community spirit
people raly around their folk heroes.

Also, beforel come back to looking a thefolk heroes
of Barbados, | aso want to spesk of theimpression | have
received of Mr. Lowe as a Charman of Committees.
Having sat in that Chair for nearly two years, Sir, | would
be under the pressureswhich Mr. Lowe would have had to
undergo during that,period of time.

From what | am hearing, it seems as though Mr.
Lowe was a man who understood the Rules of Parliament
and he was prepared to gpply these Rules fairly to both

sdesof theHouse. | an asotold, Sir, that he had acertain
sense of order, for example, when he said that Members
should only spesk once on a Bill in Committee. What that
said, Sir, is that he understood that time was of the essence
and to dlow people to get up and spesk again and again,
which obvioudly would prevent other peoplefrom spesking,
or which might defer a matter too long, or which might
prevent another matter from coming before Committee.

He understood that as a Chairman, he had to bring
some order. Therefore, he appedled to the gentlemen to
spesk once on a matter in Committee. From reports |
understand that he was so well-respected that the Members
of Parliament, including the Prime Minigter of the day,
adhered to the ruling of Russell Lowe.

Sir, that is particularly outstanding to me because here
was a gentleman who did not, in anyway, feel that he was
inferior because he did not have the academic background
of many who werein the House around that time. He knew
what he had to do. He knew what he was there about, and
he understood that he was there to do a specific function.
That shows that the gentleman was pragmatic. He was a
community person. He was respected.

Sir, it brings me to the fact that when we have these
persons who have contributed to the extent of fifteen years
to a community, and then thereis no way of remembering
what these people have done and so on for the public.
Thereisnoway for the public to remember the great work
that these people havedone. We hope thisParliament could
look at ways in which Members of Parliament who have
served for a certain period of time can be remembered by
young people of Barbados.

| do not know if any person is writing a book on
these people, particularly the political heroes of Barbados.
In this day we need to do that. Many times people believe
that to represent a community or to represent anything, you
have to be blessed by an academic education or some other
kind of professional status. Thefolk heroessuch as Russdll
Lowe, Edwy Talma and those gentlemen, showed that was
not the requirement. In some requirement that the peoplein
the community are aware of, and | believe that we have to
understand what this requirement is.

| am making the point, Sir, that these gentlemen must
be immortaised. We must have their stories recorded in
books before all of us are gone and no one remembers
what they have done. That is the first thing that we should
do, Sir. Secondly, Sir, | believe that we on both sideshave
to put partisanship aside and recognise that any person
who can serve their community, in the political arenafor
fifteen years, should have something, some monument,
something in their memory. Whether it be a school,
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whether it be a block, whether it be a street, whether it be
asign post, whether it be a buildingin town, whether it be
a section of Parliament.

There is no reason why people who have given of
their time, from 5 o'clock in the morning back to 5 o'clock
in the morning, to serve the community, should be
forgotten. We have to address these matters and it is
appropriate that we do it now because we are now in our
thirtieth year of Independence, and | believe now is the
time for us to look at these matters and ensure that the
history of Barbados would reflect those to come.

12.20 p.m.

With these words | wish to give my condolences to
the family of the late Russall Lowe. | must gpologise for
not being at the funeral but | dso had another matter
relaing to the death of two children in my constituency
and | redly hed to be at that funerd, but | had intended to
be at this funera in support of a grest man.

Thank you.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Spedker, Sir, | want
to join with those who have pad tribute to the life and
work o the |late Woodroffe Russdll Lowe, former Member
o Parliament for St. George South, who distinguished
himsdf in his service to Barbados, to the people of St.
George South and to the Democratic Labour Party.

Perhaps, Sir, as with many of our other distinguished
parliamentarianswho served for such along time, and who
contributed so much to the development of our country, it
isa pity that during his lifetime no honour was bestowed
on him I think it is regrettable that my own party did not
see it fit during his lifetime at a nationd level properly to
honour him for his contribution to the politicsof Barbados.
| would sy it is a sad reflection. It is certainly not
something emulated by the Government. When they have
to honour their MPs they honour them.

Mog regrettably there has been no attempt to honour
ome of those very distinguished parliamentarians who
sarved in difficult timesfor little reward, who were viewed
as gentlemen, who were viewed as individuds who
genuingy ministered to the needs o the people who they
represented, who remained men of.integrity and who at the
end of the day touched so many lives in Barbados & a
persond level, and in a direct way. Their rewards in old
age were only the memories of that achievement and as
time passed on the memories of that achievement became
less significant because there were less people who
remembered.

Perhaps, Mr. Speaker, that is the only regret | have.
| wish on behdf of the members and supportersdf the late

Russl Lowe to express that regret on behdf o the
Democratic Labour Party that no formal nationa honour
was bestowed on him, particularly in the period between
1986 and 1994 which would have been the most
appropriate time to do so.

However, Sir, that, nevertheless, brings me to a
second point and that point being that until | atended the
funera | did not know that there was any connectipn which
| could discern between mysdf and the late Mr. Russl
Lowe, but as | got my programme | redised that his
granddaughter, who delivered a very eoquent and moving
Eulogy, was a contemporary of mine. We did not attend
the same school, but a contemporary of mine when | was
a school, and she spoke most glowingly of her
grandfather's generosity, of his life among the people, of
the things he loved, and from a family perspective, of the
chalenges and difficulties which he would have
experienced in politics.

There certainly was no rancour. There certainly was
not a moment's doubt in my mind that his family was
exceedingly proud of his achievementsand that regardless
of what may be written or said aout him by us in here,
regardiess of any honour that he did not receive, in their
heart and mind he had given of his best to Barbados and
they were proud of the fact that somebody like him from
humbleorigins hed been able to reach the heightswhich he
reached, had been able to serve at the level at which he
served, and had been able to bring some satisfaction and
hope to the lives of so many Barbadians.

Regrettably | cannot spesk about him at a persona
level because other than meeting him on afew occasions
from time to time | did not have any politica contact with
him. Therefore, my memory and tributeto himis based on
what has been said about him and the way it has been sad.
Based on that, it appears as though he has made, quite a
phenomend contribution in his own way to the
development of Barbados.

Mr. Spesker, Sir, | have great honour and pride, on
behdf of the family of the Democratic Labour Party, our
supporters and friends, to extend our sympathy to the
family of the late Russell Lowe and to say to them in their
time of bereavement and sorrow, or joy, a the
achievementsd this distinguished Barbadian, that we too
are very proud that he chose the Democratic Labour Party,
our philosophy and principles as the force which guided
him in making that contribution to the development of
Barbados. | extend my condolencesto his widow, children
and grandchildrenand dl those who suffered any sorrow
during the time of mourning and after his passage.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: The late Mr. Russl
Lowe was not a person | knew very wdl. In fact,
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when | came into this House in May of 1976, as | was
coming, so to speak, he was going out because three
months|ater, in a Generd Election, he l€&ft this House and
| came back into it. It isa truth to say that | hardly knew
him, but his reputation went before him. Every account |
have heard, and | have listened to Honourable Members
eulogisng him today, | an quite satisfied that my own
assessment isacorrect one, that he wasindeed an excellent
officer of this House of Assembly and that he was a good
and firm Chairman of Committees. | heard the Honourable
Member for St. George North making the point thet he hed
away of saying, "When | rule, | rules" that was sort of his
halmark and spoke to a firmness and clear understanding
that he brought to his role as Chairman of Committees.

Mr. Speaker, much has been said. There is not much
more that |1 can add to it but | would certainly like on
behdf of the Government, generadly spesking, to add
condolences and support the motion that the usud
Resolution should go forth to the relatives o the late
Russdl Lowe.

Hon. MissM. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, | riseaso
to associate mysdlf with all that hasbeen said before. | first
met Mr. Russdl Lowe just some time before the 1991
General Election. He was a condtituent o mine and |
obvioudy would not have known him from his days in
active politics. But what | appreciated was that when | met
him he invited me into his house. He said to me on that
occasion,of course, you know | wasa member of the other
party. | said, "Yes, that istrue" Hesaid: "But that does not
stop me from giving you some advice" | sat there and
listened to him. He spoke to me specificdly in terms of
representational politicsbeing very much that, thet it should
beat thelevel of the community and that he regretted that
too many parliamentarians once they reached Parliament
forgot the nature of who put them there and what ther
duties were to their constituents at the level of the
congtituency on an individua bass.

12.30 p.m.

Certainly al | have heard from Honourable Members
thismorning in termsaf his style certainly suggest that his
actions while he was a representative reflected that advice
which he gave meon that occasion. Thelast time on which
| would have seen him, Sir, would have been some time
just over some 2 years ago and by that stage he was
dready aling but still found it possble to give
encouragement in spite of his stated political position and
| welcomed, Sir, his frankness but also his desire to offer
and impart knowledgeand experience to someonewhom he
felt now was following in the footsteps that he himsdlf had
gone and certainly hed learnt from.

In the circumstances, Sir, | would wish to extend ny
sympathy to his family. Unfortunately |1 was out of the
idand at the time of his death and his funera but certainly,

Sir, | believe that the appropriate Resolution going from
this Honourable Chamber would tend to suggest the high
esteem in which Members of this Honourable Chamber
certanly have held him and reflect our own sense of
satisfaction for his contribution to this Chamber, to St.
George and in general to Barbados. | thank you.

Mr. SPEAKER: | would like to associate this
Honourable Chair with al of the sentiments expressed
about our late Member. My family and | join with
Honourable Members in expressing our condolences.
Although | did not know the Honourable Member
personally | have heard of his outstanding qualities, his
commitment to his constituents. His honesty and his
integrity are all qualities which of course we as
parliamentarians will seek to emulate.

This House with acclaim will accept the Resol ution of
Sympathy and the appropriatecondolences will be sent.

As a mak of respect for the passing of the late
Honourable Member | now ask this House to stand and
observe one minute silence.

The House stands in silence for one minute.
ORAL REPLIESTO QUESTIONS

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, | would like to
report that the reply to Parliamentary Question No. 23,
asked by the Honourable Member for . Lucy, is ready.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Spesker, | beg to
move that Standing Orders 6, 16, 18, 20, 42(5), 43and 44
be suspended for the rest of this day's sitting.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: | beg to second that,
Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

ORDER NO. 7 - RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE
LEASE OF LAND AT PALM COURT,
FORTESCUE, ST. PHILIP TO
HOMESITE (BARBADOS)

LIMITED

Hon. G. W. PAYNE Mr. Spedker, this is a
Resolution seeking parliamentary approval for the lease of
16 square metres of land a Pdm Court, Fortescue, St.
Philip to Homesite (Barbados) Limited. It isa matter which
has engaged the attention o the Ministry for
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some time dating back from the year 1975 when the first
Cabinet decision was given on this matter. At one time it
was thought that there should be a licence for one year
with an option to renew. The area | am referring to is an
old railway track at Fortescue. Those of you who might
have been in the days when we used to travel by train, | do
not know if there are any in this House, would be familiar
with the area. I certainly am not very familiar with the
area.

At the time when permission was given Government
had indicated that it would be subject to the applicant
obtaining the Chief Town Planner's permission which was
subsequently obtained. The Barbados Nationa Trustdid not
raseany objection to thislease, the purpose of which isto
dlow a private developer to build a road to the
development in order that people could travel to and fro
from their respective lots.

| daresay that many prospectivepurchasershave been
frusrated by the long delay in having this matter
completed. Subsequent to 1975 there was a changein the
decison that the lease should be in perpetuity and
subsequent to that there wes a further view that the lease
should be for 9 years. The lands cannot be transferred to
the prospective purchasers because of the fact that they
were awaiting this final documentationin order for formal
permission for the lease to complete the title deeds.

The lease, this Cabinet has now agreed on is for a
period of 99 years, The capitd sum of $8 300 for use of
the area will be paid by the lessee. The parcd of land will
continue in use as a vehicular access. The developers will
be required to maintain the access and the Crown will
obvioudy reserve its right to use the sad access
Parliamentary approva is now sought in order to have this
lease to Homesite (Barbados) Limited from the Crown
completed. | move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. R. N. GREEN DCGE Mr. Spedker, | rise to
second this Resolution but | want to report thet this area at
Fortescue about which the Honourable Minister has just
gpoken has caused the residents some concern over the
years. In fact, Mr. Spesker, Fortescue is an area which,
unlike many of the residentia areas in &t. Philip, has
maybe 90%df its residents made up of persons who used
to live very near to Fortescue in the first instance. While
others would have come into Ruby, into Mangrove and so
on from other parishes, a lot of the residents a Fortescue
are resdents who lived nearby and they have been
complaining.

Let me be quitefrank with you. It concerns the open
areawhich isjugt beside the water course and the railway
track which the Honourable Member has referred to. |
believe that the open space concept is a condition which

Town and Country Planningwould have laid down over the
years, that in these residentia areas you do have what we
call the commund area. People have cdled them the play
parks. But the people of Fortescue never had their play
pak. Infact, many of theresdentsare of the view that the
area which is left as the open space was left precisdy
because there could be no actua building put on it. We
have a water course right there and then a little way
beyond that is a mound which has some massive boulders
on it. Those have been referred to and treated as the open

space or the open spaces.
1240 p.m.

Now it would teke | believe, Mr. Speaker, about 30
truck loads of filling to redly and truly level that area off
s0 that the residents could use it as a play park. They have
complained to me time and time again about it. | have
actually written the devel oper and the devel oper hasvisited
the site, and has made promises that he would make sure
that a play park is provided and so on and to this day, Mr.
Speaker, nothing has been done. | do not know whether
this particular lease or this particular Resolution which we
are bringing before this House now would make the matter
any easier. | would hope that we could say one good turn
deserves another and that we will shortly see some action
in that particular area. There are lots of young children
there and the families have to take the children over to
Blades Hill when they want recrestion and so on and they
put them on the pasture there. | would therefore have to
makeit quite clear that the time has come when the people
of Fortescueshould be given their play park. | believe they
should be given their play park. | want to admit up front
that | have not actualy seen the conveyances of the
residents and | am therefore not in a position to say
whether the document says an open space or whether the
documents says a play park. But if it is worded as a play
park, Mr. Speaker, then | believe that the developer has a
legd obligation to put it in a State where it can be suitable
for play. Now | aso believe that if the document says an
open space that the developer has a mora obligation to
make it suitable for a play park. Because when Town and
Country Planning gives the permisson they give it
nowadays with the view in mind that it will becomea play
park and dl Barbadians know that thet is what the open
space nowadays is for anyhow. | do not think that any
gully, because that is what it redly is or any mountain of
boulders and so on, should be put in the way of the people
of Fortescue. | am therefore saying that the people of
Fortescue deserve better and | an calling on the developer
to do his part as from now. Thank you very much, Mr.

Speeker.

M. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, ihe area
in which thisland is Sited in Fortescue is on the boundary
of my condituency and | mysdf am quite familiar both
from a conveyancing point of view with the matter
which is in hand and the Honourable Member for S.
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Philip South who indicated to me that he also did a number
o those conveyances. My recollection is that provisonis
made in the conveyance for the usua common area. It is
not specified as a play park. It is one of those standard
foom drafted provisons which comply with the
requirements of the Town Planning Department. | am also
aresdent of St. Philip North so | will give my MP, the
Honourable Member for St. Philip North a bit of advice
and that would be that | consider it asone of his duties not
to employ the owner necessarily to congtruct a play park
but to mobilize the community, the Government and if
feasible the owner in the process of constructing that play
pak. It is not as difficult as the Honourable Member may
be thinking athough | am not in his mind and | do not
know whet he is thinking. There is a club called Sussex
Cricket Club. Last year they won the James Bryan
Divison. It is a very successful cricket club in St. John.
Their success was enhanced ten fold when the Democratic
Labour Party moved an old prefabricated classroom from
S. Maks and sited it on the field which they have now
developed into a very successful pavilion and community
center on their own resources. | know that cricket club is
very interested in developing some kind of facility like a
play park in that area. It may not befeasibleto do it on the
Sussex sde but it may be feasible, snce some of its
membears come from Fortescue, if it were to consider
working with Government on getting that play pak
developed esewhere. In other words, not in College
Savannah but e sewherebeing in Fortescueand | know that
the club hasinvited the Honourable Member for St. Philip
North to address them. | do not know if he has done so
dready. But | would suggest that when thet invitation is
extended that, if 1 were in the audience as an Honorary
Member o the Sussex Cricket Club which | am, Mr.
Speaker, | will be very happy to hear my representativesay
to the resdents of St. Philip North and surrounding areas
that he is going to assist in mobilizing the community,
mobilizing Government's resources and whatever else is
necessary to have these facilities constructed in that area.

| want to make it clear that | would not be satisfied
in my mind that there is any developer in Barbados other
than the Nationd Housing Corporation who is going to
undertake the construction of a play park. | think that it
would be abit t oo much, not t oo much to expect them, but
it is too much to even conceive that they will do it because
it asmply will not happen. So that | would like to reorient
the Honourable Member for . Philip North's thinking
towards an gpproach which involves the community and
Government in partnership as was done a College
Savannah with the relocation of the pavilion. That
community has raised substantial sums of money from
activities from the pavilion. They maintain it themselves,
they have annua prizegivings, they have successful cricket
and they have involved the fishermen from Consett Bay in
domino competitions and a whole range of other related
activities. So there is good will. It is for Members of

Parliament to mobilize that good will and if not others are
going to step in and do it on their behalf.
1250 p.m.

The second point | want to make relates to the
contiguous development, and that is the area of College
Savannah. Since | entered this House in 1987 | have been
caling on the regulatory authorities to carry out athorough
analysis of what is happening at College Savannah in St.
John. The Codrington Trust has permitted people to locate
houses willy-nilly on lots, unlike years ago when you
would take somebody and tell them thisis your ot on the
assumption that they were putting down a chattel house,
when the Trust told peoplethisis your lot people built wall
houses, some facing the sea, some facing where the road
was likely to be, some built at an angle and you have a
planning disaster at College Savannah which needs, in my
view, immediate atention. Because of the way the
development has been carried out in that haphazard
manner, it has been difficult, as | understand it, for the
Water Authority to lay water mains. It has been difficult
for MTW to dign aroad. Not that | am saying that a road
would be congtructed, | don't have high hopes about the
congtruction of that road, and | will tell you why, Mr.

Speeker.

As | pointed out to a Member on that side and he
tried to investigate it for me, work was being done in that
arearecently, leading into Fortescue, and the work stopped
right at the boundary of St. Philip and St. John and the
materias were removed, put back in the truck and carried
back to the Depot. But we are used to that, because on a
previous occasion, 20 years ago, the Democratic Labour
Party was congtructing a bus turntable at the very end of
the College Savannah Development. We logt the
Government in September and in October a MTW truck
went downirto College Savannah and they loaded the marl
back on the truck and carried it back to the Depot. So
when the resurfacing of the road stopped at the end of
Supersand the junction of Fortescueit did not surprise me.

That is an areawhere a bus driver lost his head, Mr.
Speaker. He was looking back and another bus came up
the road and removed his head. Thet is in the area of
Fortescue, just beyond that junction, and nothing has been
done in relation to planning a proper development in that
area of College Savannah. A lot of people have spent
substantia sums of money putting up wall housesand there
are no amenities, no street lights, no water mains, and
based on the way in which the development has been
planned, | do not know if it is going to be feasible for
Government to instal those amenities without redigning
some of the properties. So | understand what the problems
are. | am not blaming either Government, except in relation
to the remova of the materials. | am not blaming them
for the layout and those problems, because when |
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asked the Codrington Trust, which wasvery badly managed
for many years, and probably still is badly managed - |
have no fear in saying that, because| know that they have
prime lands in Barbados, for which various kinds of
development could be taken out, under bush and they still
act asif weae living in the old plantation system where,
as| say, you take people out and say that is your lot, and
then the next week a wal house starts to be constructed.
When the Codrington Trust was told that these houses were
being built, for nearly four years the Chairman of the Trust
said he did not know anything about it, that he told people
they could build on wall backs, meaning toilet facilities.
But if he took a drive down to College Savannah he would
have realised that people built four and five-bedroom wall
houses on the land which was essentidly tenantry land and
itis treated as a tenantry.

This is about the fifth time in this Chamber | have
cdled on the Town Planning Department and the other
Government agencies collectively to examine what has
happened in College Savannah. People do not pay much
dtention to it, because you do not pass College Savannah
going anywhere, unless you are going out to the house at
the point which Town Planning said they were going to
knock down, the house owned by the former manager of
Fisherpond. Unless you are driving down into College
Savannah thereis no reason for you to passit and Seewhat
has been happening. It is an area that has one road in and
oneroad out and therefore | do not think that plannersare
sufficiently aware of what has taken placein thereover the
years and | once again would gpped to the Miniger o
Housing, who has assured me that he is going to be paying
alot of attention to developmentsin that area, to seeif he
can mobilisethe regulatory authorities to bring some order
to what is happening in the area of College Savannah.

One last point | will make now, getting back to
Fortescue itsdf. The Honourable Member for . Philip
North should also know | would not say that the people
who have dready constructed in Fortescue could be as
many as 90%from thearea. In fact, Fortescue probably has
percentage wise one of the largest populationsof returning
nationals. A large number of people, certainly dl that |
wark for, who bought houses in Fortescue are Barbadians
who lived in England for years and those, certainly in ny
egtimation, outnumber the peoplefrom theimmediate area
who bought houses in Fortescue. But | am only a resident
in St. Philip, Mr. Speaker, | an not running for office in
St. Philip. | would ask the Honourable Member for St.
Philip North to resurvey the area, because he may find that
in fact there are more people living in that area who are
returning national sthan are Barbadianswho have been here
dl the time, and that there may be some other ways in
which he can mobilise their resources to provide some o
the facilities which they are requesting and for which this
Resolution may be relevant.

They may have expertise which can be usd in the
congtruction of the play park or those ki nds of facilities,
and particularly when you have areas like that where
people are building, many people will give you materids
which you can then use for these kinds of facilities. So
with a little creative intervention by the Honourable
Member for St. Philip North on behalf of the peoplein that
aren, | believeit would be feasibleto get this play pak up
and running. But in theevent that is not working, | want to
pledge the support of the Sussex Cricket Club, which | am
authorised to do, in congtructing a play park. Once an aea
isidentified, | am certain that just as they put up their own
pavilion, reconstructed it in a day, and have it up and the
facilitiesin, you can count on the young men and women
in Sussex Cricket Club to assist you in providing a play
park at Fortescue. And anytime the Honourable Member
for S. Philip North is ready to take up that chalenge, he
can rest assured that we in Sussex Cricket Club will come
forward and assist him even beyond our means with every
ounce of energy which we have availableto uUs

So | support the Resolution and look forward to the
Minister perhaps paying some attention at the appropriate
time to what is happeningin College Savannah and to Start
as soon as possible on providing those facilities for the
people of Fortescue.

100 p.m.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES | wasparticularly pleased by the
contribution of the Honourable Member for St Philip
North on the need to make sure that there is adequate
lighting facilities, play park or whatever, even making it a
condition of Government actualy signing this lease after
this Parliament has approved it.

| certainly support the general principle behind thet
and at the same time | wish to condemn in the strongest
possible language the heresy being inflicted on the people
o St. George North by the Minigtry of Housing in taking
up pat of a playing field and dedicating it to housing. |
think that the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of
Community Development should take thestrongeststand in .
stopping the Minister of Education from perpetrating such
a wicked deed on the people of St. George North. That
playing field is supposed to serve the people of Market
Hill, St. Helens, Flat Rock...

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, | don't know if
the Honourable Minigter of Education is actudly listening
to the Honourable Member, but he is imputing wickedness
on the pat of an Honourable Member of this Chamber
with respect to an action which has been taken by
Government and | would like the Honourable Member to
be more specific or withdraw the words mentioned.




Dr. R. C. HAYNES: Sir, | am saying to the Ministry
responsible for Housing.. | am not talking about the
Honourable Member for St. George North who is not the
Minigter responsible.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, plees? The Honourable
Member has used the words, "heresy" and "wicked,.

Dr. R C. HAYNES Sir, there is nothing
unparliamentary about that. They are both listed words and
| am saying it is heresy at a time when we are trying to
build communitiesto go and take up part of a playingfield
and dedicate it to housing. It is quite wrong. A playing
field that i s supposed to be serving Belair, Market Hill, Flat
Rock, Newbury, Bridge Cot, Groves when these people
waked around Barbados for the past 100 years and
suffered ridicule..

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Spedgker, Sit....

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Member Please,

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: Mr. Spesker, the Honourable
Member is misleading this House.

Dr. R C. HAYNES: | have been there a Sunday
morning and | saw what is hgppening. | visited the Site.

Mr. SPEAKER: One minute, please.

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: Mr. Spegker, thisparcel of land
that the Honourable Member is referring to was approved
by the Town Planning for housing development. The point
| am meking is it is not true that we are taking the house
SpOts....

Mr. SPEAKER: Honourable Member, plesse!
Honourable Member, will you take your seet.

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg to
move that this House be suspended until...

Mr. SPEAKER: Please!

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Spegker, the
Honourable Member said he wanted just two minutes.

Mr. SPEAKER; Please! Will you desst from
interrupting the House?

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: This debate is clearly an
ongoing one and | am moving that this House be
suspended until 2 o'clock this afternoon. We can resumeit
then.

Asi Oes.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Please, have you finished making
your point of *order? Will the Honourable Member
continue, please.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: Thank you very much, Sir.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: On a point of order. | did not
hear the ruling with respect to withdrawing the words.

Mr. SPEAKER. Would the Honourable Member
proceed please?

Dr. R C. HAYNES: If | may conclude Sir. There
was a Cabinet decision to acquire that land. This House
acquired that land for the purpose of a playing field.
Cabinet have madea previousdecisionand | am saying the
Minigter is aso violaing the express wishes of this
Parliament by teking off part of that playing field and
dedicating it to housing. [Drirg the bresk, | will go home
and | will bring a copy of the Cabinet decisonand | will
aso bring a copy of the plans that were gpproved by this
Parliament as a playing field. You have no authority
whatsoever to deprive the people of St. Helens and the
people of Belair and the people of Market Hill and the
young people of that area of the playing field, to walk
around telling them that they do not need any tenniscourts
that the people of St. George should be playing road
tennis.. That is what they told them.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: On a point of order, Mr.
Speaker, the Honourable Member is referring to the
Minigter of Housing and | never told anybody anything in
terms of what the Honourable Member is saying.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES Mr. Speaker, in this House the
Miniger of Housing is responsble and | an saying
representatives of your Minigtry in this House have
indicated to the peopledf St. George North that lawn tennis
is not for them. They should play road tennis and they
cannot get any land dedicated for lawn tennis.

| have vidited that site on more than one occasion. It
is a disgraceful act that is about to be perpetrated on the
people of St. George North and | intend to stop it.

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: On a point of order. The
Honourable Member is constantly mideading the House
just for politica gain.

Asi Oes.

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us hear the Honourable Member
please.

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: Thereis more than 1.2 acresof
land which is superfluous land which does not interfere
with the exigsting playing field. Already there




3405

are 3 hard courtsat Market Hill and thisland is earmarked
for housing. The only thing it is being used for now is
garbage and dump. If the Honourable Member prefers us
to alow garbage to remain, why didn't he say that? It is
not true. He does not represent the area at all. We have
created 9 house spots and a park for a playing areafor the
children and the Honourable Member does not understand
what he is talking about.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: Mr. Speaker, | am not surprised
because the last Barbados Labour Party Government went
into Bel Air and took away from the people the one small
open playing ground that was there for 50 years and put
housingon it. Now this Labour Party Government isdoing
the same thing and | promise this Honourable House that
I will make those lands available, what was approved by
Parliament. The boundaries are the roads between St.
HelensMain Road and the cart road going into Moonshine.
That is shown clearly on the map approved by this
Parliament.

What you are doing here is taking out a part of the
land between the angle of the road leading into Moonshine
and the nai n road to St. Helens. It is a disgraceful act that
you are perpetrating on the people of St. George North and
| am calling on the Government of Barbados, | am calling
on al your Cabinet colleaguesto intervene on the part of
the young people of Barbados.

| have been tothd site only 3 Sunday mornings ago
at the request, Mr.. Speaker, of the people of Belair, the
people of St. Helens, the people of Market Hill, the people
of theold Post Office, the people of Bridge Cot, the people
of Groves,' the people of Rose Village, they all asked me
to comeand meet wﬁh them there -and sée w1th my own
two eyes : SRR e

Asidé&
Mr. SPEAKER Order, please'

Dr RC HAYNES Mr Speaker eyeball to eyeball
contact to see exactly what was being done. Onthat very
morning, they actually started and had a tractor on the site
that Sunday morning. The Honourable Member for St.
George North has been hiding from the: people. He has
been trying to arrange a meeting to meet with them and
they don't want to meet with him.

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: Mr. Speagker, the Honourable
Member knows what he is hiding from people, He ran in
St. George in 1976 and he was defeated by Jack Qe by
over 1000 votes. He is now seeking..

Dr R C. HAYNES: On apomt of order, Mr.
Speake...

Asides.
SUSPENSION

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: | beg to move that this
House be suspended until 2.15 this afternoon.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE? | beg to second that.

Mr. SPEAKER: Honourable Member for St. Michag!
South Central, | takeit that you arestill continuing and you
will continue after lunch.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division and Mr. SPEAKER suspended the House
accordingly.

110 p.m.

RESUMPTION

Mr. SPEAKER: This sitting is resumed. The
Honourable Member for St. Michael South Central.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE? On a point of order, Mr.
Speaker. When the House was suspended, | had risen on a
point of order to determine whether or not you had made
a ruling with respect to the withdrawa of certain
uncomplimentary remarks made by the Honourable
Member for St. Michael South Central. For my
information, | would want to know whether or not your
rulmg had been that those words were withdrawn.

I was: speakmg to the Honourable Member for St.
Phxhp North and | do recall what the decision vés.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: Mr. Speaker, you have already
ruled.

Mr. SPEAKER: L& us proceed, please. | did not find
in the context in which the words were used that they were
unparliamentary. Let us continue, please.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: Mr. Speaker, in the very best
traditions of Parliament, | made certain alegationson the
Floor of this House affecting the Honourable Minister of
Housing and the Honourable Member for St. George North,
and tindicated that | was honourable, though not legally
bound, to present this evidenceto this Honourable House.

Mr. Speaker, the evidence against them is so
overwhelming that | think that when | have completed it,
it will be seen that, beyond any kind of doubt, not only
beyond reasonable doubt, -but even beyond unreasonable
doubt, so compelling will be the evidence. It is so sSimple,
Mr. Speaker, that | do not even have to seek the assistance
of those Members on the other side, who have taken silk,
to assist me in the presentation of this evidence.
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| did state, Sir, that it was a Cabinet decision which
resulted in the acquisition of that land for the purposes of
a playing field. That was charged. | wish, Sir, to indicate
that on April 24, 1988, under the Heading Acquisition of
Land for the new St. Augustine Primary School being
constructed under the World Bank, Inter-American Bank,
Second Education and Training Project, Note 88366/MP37,
and it reads as follows:

"The Cabinet concluded that (a) The area o
approximately 2.12 hectares of land which is located
to the North and East of the exigting playing field of
St. Helens, St. George, should be acquired to provide
a playing field for the new St. Augustine Primary
School and residencedf thesurrounding districts. The
Ministry of Housing and Lands should negotiate with
AbavisLimited for the acquisition of the land".

It isclear, Mr. Speaker, that there was a Cabinet decision
to acquire that land and the land was acquired for the

purpose of a playing fidd for the school and the
surrounding residence.

The second point | wish to make, Sir, in order to
reinforce, it was said that the land is not an integra part
d the playing field. Mr. Speaker, | have before me here a
map which clearly shows the land on which those houses
will be placed, and | havealist of the names d the people
who were promised those house spots. Listen to me
carefully. | have a list of the names of the people who
were promised those house spots, Mr. Speaker. It shows
clearly that in that area when this whole matter was
acquired, provision was made for Tennis Court 1, Tennis
Court 2, Volleybal Court.

Itistrue, Sir, that because of lack of resources being
made available to the people of St. George that the full
area has not been utilised today for sporting purposes.
When one looks at the very large population that area can
serve, Sir, when one looks at the hisory and what has
happened in that area where &. Augustine playing field
was the only playing field for over seventy five years
available to those people, where the people of Barbados
made mock sport of people playing BCL cricket on that
cricket ground. Like when people getting caught in the
dips because the ground fell off very sharply behind the
wickets, laughing at the people of St. George.

When one bearsin mind that the smaller playing field
in Belair, just across the road from this one, weas actualy
committed to housing by the last Barbados Labour Party
administration,and thisis the only bresk that these people
have hed for sporting facility in over one hundred years,
and that begins to explain why the people are up in ams
againd it.

Now the Honourable Member for St. George North is
to be hed fully responsible for this. The Honourable
Miniser of Housing is ultimately responsible, but the
responsibility must rest heavily on the shoulders of the
Honourable Member for St. George North. | say this for
this reason. He is fully aware of what the people in that
area went through in trying to get a playing fidd for his
entirelifetime, his parentslifetimeand he would know the
kind of problemsthat the peoplein that area had.

Mr. Speaker, when | say that the Honourable Member
for &. George North bears a heavy responsibility in this
matter, | havein my hand here aletter written by someone
cadled Gline A. Clarke. | am not quite sure who Gline A.
Clarke is. By someone by the name of Gline A. Clarke,
who was begging the residentsto meet with him and they
would not mest with him.

He claims Sir, that he was trying to get an audience
with them and they would not have an audience with him
because they told him exactly how they felt about the way
he was conducting himself, and what he was doing towards
them. In that letter, Sir, heclamed . . .

Mr. SPEAKER: Pleasg, please.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: In that letter he clamed he
aked the residents . ..

Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: Honourable Member, | expect that
you will be operating on a principle that we all operateiin,
ignorance. What | would suggest to you, | would like to
remind you o the Rules imputing any kind of improper
conduct to any Member. You did not refer to any Member.
| an reminding you of the Rules, please.

Dr. R C. HAYNES | do not know who Gline A.
Clarkeis, Sir. In the context of this House nobody knows
anybody else's name, Sir. All Honourable Members... We
do not know anybody's name.

All I am saying is this, Sir, that gentleman asked the
peopleto produceevidenced this particular map. The map
is here, Sir. The map is showing that, in fact, there was
provision for lawvn tennis courts.

225 p.m.

| go further, Sir. 1 would say this that in that
particular letter | was surprised at some of the remarks
being made. | amn not going to make it a document of the
House. | did not reed from it.

Aside.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: | do not have to make anything
a document of the House. | did not read from anything.
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There are other remarksin that letter which | do not
think reflect to the credit of the person writing. What is
absolutely important, | believe, that it is quite wrong that
the thrust, and | believe that dl the political partiesin this
House redly feel very strongly that al resources and al
facilities must remain available to the young people of
Barbados for the development of the youth and that is why
| felt so happy and so glad that the Honourable Member
for St. Philip North felt so strongly on this issue that he
virtually suggested that when the present Resol utionbefore
Parliament is passed, that we should virtually advise
Government to make it a condition of the Government
signing that lease that the devel opers provide the playing
field as envisaged in the development. | fully concur with
the Honourable Member for St. Philip North and |
congratulatehim on the position he has taken on behalf of
his people in St. Philip North.

It is in that same spirit that | have brought to this
Honourable Member what | consider to be a very serious
matter affecting the peopleof St. Helen's and the peopleof
St. George North because, Sir, this has a deep historical
background. | would urge the Government to make use of
the lands they have acquired at Groves just around the
corner for the housing development. | would beg you, in
the interest of the survival of the Government itsalf. |
would ask the Cabinet colleagues of the Honourable
Minister of Housing to bring some pressure to reverse that
decision.

| know, Sir, and | have seen atractor up there two or
three Sunday morningsago, and | believe they are actually
about to begin work and destroy the area once and for al
because once part of that playing field is committed to
housing, then that is irreversible. It can never be a playing
field again. If it is not being used adequately now, use it
for planting vegetables, or whatever you want to do in the
area so that the land can be easily converted to the use for
which it was intended. We have to respect decisions of
Cabinet. Every Government has to respect decisions of
Cabinet, even decisions of previous Cabinets. Above all,
we have to respect the decisionsof this HonourableHouse
when it acquires|and for a particular purpose. You cannot
just go there, take off piece and say this piece is for
housing. It is wrong.

Mr. Speaker, as | pointed out, the evidence | have
presented to this House is overwhelming. | have supported
it by the Cabinet decision. | have supportedit by the maps.
| have supported it by reference to the contents of a letter
signed by aMr. Gline A. Clarke. | do not know who heis.
All theevidenceisthere, Sir. | believethereis atimewhen
a Government should listen to Members of the Opposition
and not just believe that because we speak and because we
are critical that what we say has no merit.

Sir, | am going to rest on this point, whilst you al
indulge in your political foolishness. | will tell you this.
Mark my word. There is nothing that is going to have a
more lasting negative effect on the image of the Barbados
Labour Party in that area of this country than if this
particular outrage is adlowed to take place. It is
unnecessary. You havejust acquiredland around the corner
and there is no point being stubborn and difficult in the
face of logic. | can assure you that | will continue my
campaign in that areaand let the people know the kind of
attitude adopted by the Honourable Minister of Housingin
this Honourable House today.

Mr. Speaker, | believe | have done my bit, not only
for the peopleof St. George, but also for the young people,
for those Members of the Cabinet who are involved in
human resources development, for those Members of
Cabinet who recognise that things like sports and music
and this kind of thing is so critical to the development of
young people.

| say thisthat this proposed action by the Ministry of
Housingis adeadly blow to a whole consensus of political
philosophies and political policies which this entire
Parliament endorses. It must not be alowed. It must be
stopped, Mr. Speaker. If the Cabinet of this country,
despite the overwhelming evidence presented to it today,
does not take note of it and take action, then | can only
come to the conclusion that the House is regarded by the
Cabinet as being an irrelevant body and that the Cabinet is
totally contemptuousof the views of the Opposition, of the
views of the people of Barbados and of the feelings of
young people when they take a decision which will be
directly targeting against young people in the area.

Sir, aready those young people, with limited
resources, are attracting cricket matches between
international bodies. | gather they had a sports team up
there either from England or Australiaand regularly when
these sporting teams come out here they find that particular
ground quite attractive and they have regular games at that
ground. In fact, they are aready contributing to the foreign
exchange earnings of the country.

Give the young people a chance. Do not go and put
houses there and, destroy forevermore the hopes of those
young people because when houses are put there, it is not
only the area, then there is the competition between the
needs of the privacy of the housing, the security of the
housing, hard ball cricket being played, you hook a ball for
six or something like that and a child is injured. What is
the point in doing it? It is a senseless exercise.

Sir, they can go only 100 yards away along the
Moonshine Road that leads off from St. Helen's and
acquire land for the 14 houses. Why? What kind of
madness is this, Mr. Speaker? | sincerely hope that
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something is done to remedy this Situation and | will rest
on that point. | do not wish to dilutethe weight of evidence
by any further discussion on the matter. | believe the case
| have put is cast iron. It cannot be punctured,
overwhelming. Mr. Speaker, the verdict can only be
"guilty" of al the charges that | have made. | have made
the chargesand | have provided incontrovertible evidence.

Mr. Spesker, | rest at that point. Thank you.

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: Mr. Speeker, | rise in this
debate to support the lease of land at Fortescue, St. Philip
to Homesite Barbados Limited. | also want to say that in
the near future Government will do the samein other areas
where we can open up access to people who have to pass.
| know that the Honourable Member who just sat downis
aware tha in the Rockley area there are roads that have
been blocked by some members. | hope in the very near
future that we will be able to bring to Parliament the
acquisition of that road whereby dlowing poor black
people, domestics and maids, to be able to pass through
that road.

2.35 p.m.

| hope, Mr. Speaker, that we will be able to ...
Loud asides.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES If he believesthat the emigrants
from Belleville are going to defy the covenants and the
private properties of individualsin Barbados, you come in
here and support Tibbitts and the whole lot of them.

Mr. SPEAKER: No point of order. Honourable
Member, proceed please.

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: ThisGovernment supports poor
black people and we believe poor black people have aright
to pass anywhere they want to. Gone are the days where
people blocked paths to prevent black people from passing
through. | hope in the near future that this Government can
bring the Resolution to this Parliament to acquire that road.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please.

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: Mr. Speaker, | want to spesk in
this debate because the constituency which | represent has
been under atack by the last Honourable Member. |
represent a constituency.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: On apoint of brder, Sir, | am
not attacking any congtituency, | have attacked the wicked
actions of certain persons being inflicted againgt the
congtituency.

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: Mr. Speaker, there is a strong
demand for housing and therefore it is the duty o the
Government to provide housing to satisfy the demand
which we now have in this country. Today we find, Mr.
Speaker, that a number of people ...

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please. Just one minute please.
The Honourable Member for St. Michadl South Central,
you are interrupting the House. Honourable Members,
please.

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: Mr. Speaker, | want to set this
framework against the background of the demand for and
the supply of land for housing in this country. It is true,
Mr. Spesker, that there are a number of poor Barbadians
out there who are in need of housing. Every day, if there
is not a house fire, if there is not a problem relating to
personsgetting thrown out of their homes, a mother putting
out adaughter or ason or other evictions. Thereisastrong
demand and Honourable Members in this Chamber know
that from time to time they have approached us a the
Ministry of Housing for house spots and housing.

| am saying that | spoke to the Honourable Prime
Minigter recently and | have told him as Minister
responsible that we are now in a housing crisis in this
country where the former administration threw out
Barbadiansfrom acquiring their own house spots. Whenthe
Tenantries Freehold Purchase Act was amended in 1990
hundreds of Barbadians|ost the right to purchasealot and
were thrown off and that is a problem. Not only this,
between 1986 and 1990 when the Honourable Member was
Miniger of Finance he cut the grant to the Nationa
Housing and less houses were built. So that the Member
who jugt sat down has no record in housing &t dl.

One can say, Mr. Speaker, that the Honourable
Member is one of the largest landowners in this country.
From records the Honourable Member owns over 183
properties in this country and he is competing against
Government.

Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please. There is a problem
with the number. Please, please.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES Mr. Spesker, on a point of
order, | just wish to let this Honourable House know that
itisincorrect to say that | own 183 properties or anywhere
near that figure in Barbados.

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: Mr. Speaker, | stick to my facts.
| have researched the records over the pre-lunch period and
the records show that he owns 183 properties of middle
and upper income. He even rents his property to
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his party. He is competing againgt Government. So, no
doubt, Mr. Spegker, he isin this frame of mind.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: On a point of order, again. |
wish to meke it absolutely clear that it is mideading this
Honourable House to say that | own 183 properties.

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: Mr. Spegker, if heis protesting
183, it certainly is certainly above 180 that he owns and
the property that he ownsand collects rentsfrom, not from
the poor black peoplein the streets who cannot afford three
or sx hundred dollars a week, | am telling you, Mr.
Speaker, that the Honourable Member is from the same
community, he was born in Newbury, St. George like me,
and he till collects money and rent from some people of
Newbury. He is a landowner. He knows this. He owns the
most property in Newbury and | am spesking facts, Mr.
Speaker, so he is competing againgt Government and he
wants Government to abandon their housing policy.

Mr. Speaker, one has to get back to this debate in a
serious way because the government policy is clear. We
believe that wherever communities exist and we have
superfluous lands available thet we should provide house
gpots. We have looked across Barbados in many of the
congtituenciesthat we represent to find spotswhere houses
can be erected. The land in question that the Honourable
Member has spoken o is a place called St. Helen's, St.
George where there is a large complex adready with two
large playing facilities and hard courts. Sir, there is a big
playingareafor cricket and football and thereare two large
hard courts for basketbal, netbal and volleybal. | am
saying to him that within the vicinity of the James Bryan
Complex there have aways been two playing aress for
cricket in &t. George. Thereis the Moonshine playing area
and the St. Augustine playing area.

When the Barbados Labour Party acquired Belair it
did not in anyway interfere with the playing area for the
people in that area. Mr. Speaker, | have with me the'map
o theentire area. Mr. Speaker, we have never and will not
interfere with the present playing area of the James Bryan
complex. Mr. Speaker, if you look at the map thereisthis
12 acresdf land which represents superfluousland. For the
last 5 or 6 years that spot of land only was used for storing
a tractor trailer, for storing garbage and it was indeed a
grass piece. It is not good for agriculture and it is only
used for storing garbage.
245 p.m.

The residents approached me and said that they want
to have housing in this area and today the mgority of the
residents have bought the land. They have not even rented.
They cameforward and said thet they are going to buy the
gpot and they want to buy it at $4.20 per square foot.

Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member who just sat
down is the very first Member in the life of the history of
Parliament who ever protested of giving people house
gpots. He is the first Member of Parliament in the history.
| asked.the historian awhileago if he could mal | anybody
ever protesting of giving people house spots. He said never
before in the history of Barbados had he heard of an
HonourableMember protesting against giving people house

spats.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES On a point of order, Sir. This
House has had numerousdebatesover theinappropriate use
of land for house spots whether it relates to playing fields,
whether it relates to Zone 1 land, for example, the debate
on the Belle and al of these areas. This House has taken
a very gtrict position on where houses should be sited. No
one is complaining about people getting a house spot. But
what we are saying that you should not compromise a
playing field. That is wha we are saying.

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: Mr. Spesker, | have pointed out
that it does not compromiseor it does not interfere with the
playingfield. It is1.2 acresof land. Honourable Members
are free to examine the plan. It has a buffer of 30 feet to
90 feet between the playing field and the first house spot.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES:. On a point of order, Sir. The
Honourable Member must not be alowed to continue to
misrepresent what | have said in this House. What | said
was related to the future development of that area and he
told the residents up there that they do not want any lawn
tennis, that road tennisis going up for them. He told them
that.

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: Mr. Spegker, the Honourable
Member was not at the meeting at James Bryan Complex
3 weeksago. | went to the meeting and the residents made
up of one NDP person, about 4 DLP supporters and at the
end of the meeting | explained to them what Government
was intending to do and they supported it. It was at that
meeting if the Honourable Member wants to know that the
Opposition members and especidly the Leader of the
Opposition should be very weary of the Member who sits
just behind hm Because it was at that meeting that we
first |earned about amalgamationaf the NDP and DLPwith
he as the leader of the combination. That is the very first
time we heard about that. That is what happened. So the
Leader of the Oppositionhad better watch his back. At that
meeting the people in Market Hill recognized that thereis
a nead for housing within the Market Hill area and
therefore it is Government's intention to provide the
necessary framework where people can acquire their
homes.

We have a duty to help people to acquire something.
This Government intends to provide opportunities for
persons in Barbados especialy the lower income
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earners, to acquire at feast a home and, therefore, | do mt

make any apology to the Member who just sat down. We
have not compromised the Stuation. We have put in
9 house spots in the area This has nothing to do with the
land that has been acqui red last week in this Parliament in
Cottageand Groves. Cottage and Groves were acquired|ast
week in this Parliament to satisfy the demand of those
persons who live on Zone 1 area We have made it quite

clear that there are a number of people who till live on
Zone 1 in the Golden Ridge, Sweet Bottom, Ashbury area
and the Belle Gully area. So we have to move those people
and it is a fact of life, Mr. Speaker, that the people who
live in Belair do not necessarily want to go to Cottage or
Flat Rock. The people want to remain around the school
area in Belair, around the . Augustine's Church and so
on. We are developing a community in that area. It is not
pulling down a community. We have not decided to pull

down acommunity. \We have crested a community within
the area and we have done it in other aress. For example,
in the Walkers area where there was existing land next to
theSt. George Ri nary School, we have just created 8 lots.
It isnot an isolated case. Wherever land exist and it is not
usedin agricultureand it isnot a Zone 1 ares, it should be
used for housing to meet the demands that we have. All

Honourable Members on this side of Government and on
the other side are approaching us asking for houses. Only
two weeks ago there were two fires in the Honourable
Member's congtituency and thefirst thing that they want is
housing. What are we doing? | think that as Members of

Parliament we owe as aduty not to midead the public. The
Member must not midead or misguide the public. The
lands are there and they are not intended to be used for
hard courts. There was no intention at al.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES On a point of order, Sir. The
Honourable Member is accusng me o mideading the
public. Would | be mideading the publicif | say that you
wrote to the people of St. George and told them that they
must spesk to you before they spesk to the Press or
anybody else as is contained in thisletter? And that it is
disrespectful for them to do that?

Mr. SPEAKER: That isno point of order, please. Let
us proceed, please.

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: Mr. Spesker, one has to
understand that if you represent an area  least the persons
who are writing to their representative should & least have
the courtesy to talk to him first before they go to the Press.
But that is not the point. The point is that we have crested
house spots because of the demand and this policy has
been clearly thought out and we have clearly articulated it.
| think that the Press and dl Honourable Members have a
duty to tell members'of the public what the policy o
Government is. We have to create house spots. We have to
create housing. In this Parliament only a couple of months
ago one HonourableMember said that we are creating only
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200 house spots. In other words, he was sayi ng that we are
only cregting asmall amount. Now if wetry to crestemore
house spots, we get some accusationsfrom the Honourable
Member. It amazes me really. But we cannot accept the
argument that the Member has put forward. We cannot
accept it at dl. He is just blowing some of the tunes. He
mugt tell this Parliament if it is the NDP’s policy not to
create housing in this country. What is the policy on
housing? We want to hear from you. If you are saying that
we must not creste housing for the low income masses o
this country, say that. Let us hear your policy.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: On apoint of order, Sir. | never
said that we should not create low income housing. | did
not say that we should not create housing for the poor or
whatever he said. Wha we have said is that we must
preserve the integrity of recregtiond facilitieseven within
housing aress.
255 p.m.

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: Mr. Speaker, in 1990 in the
debate on the amendment to the Tenantries Freehold
Purchase Act he supported that amendment to throw people
off the lots. He cannot come now and say he did not
support it. Whenever you get up in this House and spesk
about lands, the Honourable Member. . . . .

Certain remarks made by Dr. R. C. HAYNES were
ordered by Mr. SPEAKER to be expunged from the record.

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: Mr. Speaker, this Government
has been ia the forefront of providing spotsfor people and
recregtion facilities. | believe when the annds of this
Parliament are written you will see that the Honourable
Minister of Housing has brought moreland acquisitionsfor
housing and road improvement than any previous Minister
of Housing. That isafact. Therefore, we cannot be accused
o not providing land for the mgority of Barbadians,
because we have provided a decent sporting complex for
the people of Flat Rock, and very soon that complex will
be started.

In your congtituency, Mr. Speaker, in the Bank Hall
area, we have earmarked a portion of land south of the
Howard Supermarket that is superfluous, that is only
growing trees, for housing development. We are making
representationto the ownersd that land to providehousing
for the people in the Bush Hall area. We are doing the
samething in the Black Rock area. We have donethe same
thing in St. Michael North, as we will wherever available
land exists. Mr. Spesker, wherever there are derdlict
buildings the present Government is trying to acquire the
land. to provide housing for Barbadians. In the Honourable
Member's congtituency there are a number of derdlict
buildings which need to be cleaned up, and we are doing
it because the demand is strong. So we have to
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set a policy and we must not get with a few people, who
have their homes dready and a number of lots rented out.
They are landlords. They do not care who gets a housing
spot. That is the problem wefacein this country. Thereare
a number o people who own house spots and who have
houses rented out who do not Careif their neighbour or the
men down the street obtains a house. That is what we are
faced with in this country.

Mr. Speaker, | believethat the policy of Govemment
isclear. We stick by our policy to provide homes for the
large masses of Barbadians.

| thank you.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable
Member for St. Michad South Centrd has taken this
debate, dealing with Fortescue, to Rockley and &. George.
| think that the response of the HonourableMember for St.
George North redly answers and puts to rest a lot of the
points he did raise with respect to the housing devel opment
in &. George. That development should be proceeding very
soon. Perhapsthegroused the HonourableMember for St.
Michael South Central is related to his own experience
when he was not able to convince the residents of St
George to do what the Honourable Member for St. George
North has been able to do since 1994.

Mr. Speaker, | will confine my remarks to this
Resolution. This is part of Government's policy, as the
Honourable Member for St. George North said, in order to
ensure tha membersaf the public, residents of areas who
have been living on property in excess of a certain period
o time, have accessto their properties. | would like to say
here there are a number of Situationsin this country - the
situation in Rockley has been aluded to - where residents
who are better off than the rest of citizens in this country
have chosen unilateraly to block certain existing public
rights of way simply because they know that the residents
in the particular area are powerlessand cannot afford the
high legd fees that are associated with these types of
action. They block these public rights of way and leave
these people without any rights.

The Honourable Member for . Michad South
Central should be ashamed to come in here and refer to a
letter written by, in his own words, one Gline Clarke,
referring to a housing development for the same poor
peoplel am talking about, when in Rockley New Road the
upper middle class residents of that area, led by a Dr.
Haynes, have sought to block the poor residentsfrom going
to and from their houses.

Mr. Speaker, this debate has ventured far and wide
and the HonourableMember has produced certain evidence

with respect 1 his w deni ng of this debate to St. George
and | will produce evidence to widen it 10 Rockley.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: On apoint of order, Sir. | dont
care what evidence you provide, the Condtitution of this
country guarantees every citizen the right to the use of his
or her property, One of the tragediesin this country is that
we have developed a mentality whereevery Tom, Dick and
Harry believes tha he hes the right over peoples
properties. | defend theright in thisHouse of every holder
of every house spot to put a paing around his house Spot.
He is entitled to do that under the laws of Barbados. That
is his condtitutiond right and | will not be party to any
undermining of the congtitutiona rights of any individud
in Barbadosin respect of their property holdings. It is also
an outright liefor anyone. . . . .

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES | withdraw the word "lie", Sir,
it has never been blocked by anybody in the Rockley area.
There was never any public right of way there.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, | never sad that
the Honourable Member for St. Michael South Centrd is
the Dr. Haynesto whom | am referring. | never sad that,
but if he is guilty that is a matter for him. This
Government will not stand idly by and dlow rich land
owners to block the entrances of poor citizens of this
country, people who have been using rightsof way for over
40 years. If thereis aconstitutional right, the congtitutional
right belongs to the poor person. This is a matter that
Government cannot intervene in unless it comes to
Parliament with an acquisition.

3.05 p.m.

This is a right between citizens and the mog that
Government can do is to assist that poor person. As| was
saying, if thereisa condtitutiond right which is denied it
is the congtitutiona right which is denied poor persons. |
am saying it is happening too often and the landownersin
Rockley... | have a letter here, Mr. Speaker, and this will
foom the subject of a Resolution, if necessary, an
acquisition or under the laws of this country a right to a
church or a house. There is relevant legidation on the
Statute Book to fit it and we will seek if it is necessary to
assis the poor residents in making sure that their caseis
heard.

| have a letter here. Mr. Speaker, and | have been
bombarded since | was in the Ministry. About 20 |etters.
Golf Club Road. | will reed one of these to show you whet
| an taking about. | an going to make it a document of
the House.
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"Golf Club Road
Rockley Nev Road
Chist Church
Locoados

May 7, 1995

G. W. Payne
Minigter of Public Works, Transport and Housing

Deax Sir,

As Minigter responsiblefor the upkeep of our roads
on theidand, | wish to draw to your attention the current
controversy over a road which runs between the property
owned by Dr. R. Haynes and Mr. Simpson and Stuated
between Rockley New Road and Golf Club Road in Christ
Church.

| have recently moved into Rockley New Road and
found resdents frustrated over the fact that this road is
blocked off and can only be opened by residentslike Dr.
Haynes whose residence borders the road. The blockage
neans that personssuch as maids.." They don't have any
usage. They don't want to See those peoplein there. Those
arethetype o peoplethat the Honourable Member for S.
John is talking about when he talks about the Barbados
Labour Party not being interested in those types of people.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: On a point of order. | wish to
makeit clear to this Honourable House that that road is not
a public road, that that road was constructed and paid for
by privatecitizensto their homes, that that road is part and
parcel of the conveyances and the ownership of the people
who own property on either side of the road and has
absolutely nothing to do whatsoever with any public right
of way.

Wheat has happened is because a black men, me, lives
in that area There were several people waking across
about 12 exits from the golf course from that same area
over the past 20 years. The golf course blocked them off,
oneby one. Never wasa voiceheard; but now a black men
has gone in there, participated and pulled his pocket, built
a home, put a road inside there, you are getting this kind
of thing in this Parliamentin this country.

Let metdl you this. You can go to court because you
are not going to bring any law in here to undermine my
congtitutiona respongbility nor am | going to dlow a
group of white people who have gone into Rockley, some
of them from out of the Belleville area who have been
persecuting peoplein that area. It has nothing whatsoever
to do with...

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please!

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: It has nothing whatsoever to do
with poor people because every night in that area you can
hear those people firing bulletsin the Rockley area at the
same poor people walking dong Rockley Road to get
home. Every night they are firing shots at them inside
there. These are the people you come in here pretending
that you are defending. You ought to be ashamed.

Mr. Speaker, | waswaking acrossthegolf courselast
Wednesday night and | was waking aong the same
Rockley Koad pardld to the golf course, a bullet went off
and | could smell gun powder in theair. You are defending
someof the most reactionary...

Mr. SPEAKER: Honourable Members, please!

Dr. R. C. HAYNES Every single black man who has
gonein that.. Let metell you something Mr. Spegker. | an
still on a point of order.

Mr. SPEAKER: TheHonourable Member... No. Wait.
| am in charge here. Order, please! | an dlowing you,
based on the fact that you have spoken beforeto clarify a
position. It is not a point of order. You are on a point o
explanation. Don't make it a speech, though.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: No, Sir. Right now those same
residents are ganging up. Ak the Member for Chrigt
Church West. He would know. They are ganging up
against another citizen of Barbados who is trying to do a
little business on land that he owns in the area. They don't
like his minibus business. They called me and asked me to
join them. They have petitions. Every year they have a
petition against somebody who owns land in the area
That's right. If you go to Rockley Road and you turn to the
left a men is starting a little minibus business there and
they are up in arms to stop him from carrying on his
legitimate business which he has Town Panning
permission for, where he has bought the land and ownsthe
land.

If Henry Forde wants to back them, let him do it.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: The Honourable Member is
mideading the House in someof the statements that he has
made. Mr. Speaker, the first point | makeis that it is not
trueat al that any peoplewho have moved from Bdleville
into that area are protesting...

Aside.

Mr. H. deB. FORDE: Sir, the Honourable Member
has made his point. | represent the area. Let me tell him
the true facts. | have protested against some person who
has moved into the area now developing land. Thefact on
this for the benefit of Members of the House is
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that there has been a change of use taking place without
Town Planning permission in storing busesin an area that
has been essentidly residentid by someone who has
recently moved into the area.

Severa of the residents of that area, including the
Rockley Neighbourhood Watch, have written to the
Minister and to me and protested in  public againgt the
gtoring of 15 busesin that area and the persons, who have
their own legal advisor and representative, compose bath
black people and white people in the area, both rich and
poor people in that area.

Upper Rockley and this is the second point the
Honourable Member is mistaken about is that the people
who use the right of way that they say exists between the
Simpson Land and theland acquired by other personswho
have moved into the area, Dr. Haynes and others, the
evidence is that the older residents like the Bostics, the
Murrays - | am taking about black people now - the
Alleynes have always used that way over 40 years as an
entrance into and out. That is the information | have, Sir.

I had written the former Attorney Genera, Mr.
Maurice King, when the matter wasraised, and he said that
the Attorney Genera has the right to defend the public
right of way and | have doneit legitimately in nmy roleas
a condtituent. | believe | might have even sent a copy of
the letter to the resident affected by the position. That is
my knowledge of the matter, Sir, and | want to put the
House in perspective about this.

It is an area that has old residents whose lands are
being acquired by new people moving in, but those older
residents are poor black people like Mr. Alleyne, the
carpenter, who till works the land opposite Mr. Bostic.
The Bostics on the other side, the other gentleman right
next to him who carries on a kitchen garden, they dll
complain very bitterly that the way that they used to useis
blocked and if thereisafire..

315 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order please, order please.

Dr. R C. HAYNES: On a point o order. The
Honourable Member is mideading this House for the very
smple reason that the Smpson Land is on both sides of
the passage. That is the first point.

Thesecond point is that my property isa oneend o
theroad, so it is not me who has to defend anything. | can
defend the rights of every single person to their property.
| am not affected by it. So it is not me whom you are
attacking. | am not affecting anybody because nmy home is
at theend of the road, onto Golf Club road.

It is the condtitutiona rights of every person in this
country who gets a conveyance that guarantees im his
heirs and successors. The right to land that heg to be
defended, and that is what is at stake here, and that cannot

happen.

| am telling you there was never any right o way in
line with where that particular road was put in by private
citizens. Never any.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Let mefinish reading the letter.
| think the gist of this letter would be logt if | read it in
parts. | think that it is better for meto read thisletter, and
| crave your indulgence. . .

Mr. SPEAKER: Pleasg, let us proceed and do not
interrupt.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: | will crave your indulgenceto
ask the Honourable Member for &. Michad South not to
interrupt me. | did not interrupt him when heread the letter
and make certain remarks about the Honourable Member
for St. George North, and caled his name "one Gline
Clake"" You cannot refer to people like that.

This letter addressed to me as the Minister of Public
Works, Transport and Housing. It camefrom "Golf Course
View," Rockley New Road, Christ Church, Barbados.

"As Minister responsiblefor the upkeep of our roads
on the idand | wish to draw to your attention the
current controversy over a road which runs between
the properties owned by Dr. R Haynes and Mr.
Kyffin Smpson and situated between Rockley New
Road and Golf Club Road in Christ Church. | have
recently moved into Rockley New Road and found
residents frustrated over the fact that this road is
blocked off and can only be opened by residentslike
Dr. Haynes whose residence borders the road. The
bl ockage means that persons such as maids who work
in the area and who get transport to the South Coast
must walk around to the entrance of Rockley New
Road which is off Dayrells Road.”

My undergtandingfrom the residentsis that the road
wasawaysa public road. "No constitutional rightson
behdlf of the land owners"

"They say it was either Dr. Haynesor Mr. Simpson
who decided to repair the road.” Repair, not bought.
Repair the public road.

N
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"After this was done there was a partia blockage of
the road with only pedestrians dlowed to pass
through." Remember partial blockage.

"This was later changed and only,” listen only, "a
select few are given rights to operate an electric gate
can pass through." Only those persons can pass
through.

" am seeki ng your assistancein resolving the matter.
Please let me know if your Minigry can help in
establishing if the road in question is a public road
and if the residents have any grounds for taking
action.

| atach a copy of a letter | received from ny
parliamentary representativeon the metter.

| look forward to hearing from you on this meatter."

Mr. Speaker, thisisoneof about 50 lettersthat | have
received in connection with this particular right of way.
This right of way has been blocked, according to the
neighbours it is a road which they have usad for over 40
years. | think that Government has theright to . . .

Asides.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: | will be maing this a
document of the House. Government hes the right to
investigate this matter. . .

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order. The
Honourable Member is making the document, a document
of the House. The document makes reference to a letter
from the Parliamentary representative, and | think it would
be hepful if the letter from the Paliamentary
representative, which was attached, would be part of the
document. Otherwise the document would not be a
complete document, because one wishes. . .

Asides.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | cannot makea submission now?
One wishes to be aware of the postion taken by the
Parliamentary representativein this matter.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: | will read the letter from the
Parliamentary representativewhich | will make a document
o the house.

"Right of Way between propertiesof Dr. R. Haynes
and Mr. K. Simpson.”

The letter was sent by the Parliamentary
representativefor Christ Church West, in responseto
that letter, or rather it proceeded that |etter and it was
the letter to which the Honourable Member referred.

"Thank you for your letter of 3rd April, 1995." The
Honourable Member would want me to refer to dl
the letters.

"As | have previoudy explained to you, the issue of
the public right of way" . . . thisis what you call
good representation.

"wasraised by me some year with the then Attorney
General, The Hon. Mr. MauriceKing. | wrote him on
the matter on behdf of severa of the residents of
Rockley New Road” You have to emphasise
"saverd" because the Honourable Member for St
Michael South Central spoke about one person, “one
Mr.. Tibbitts".

"He hes never” . . . wedid not organise the letter that
was read about a Mr. Gline Clarke.

"He has never replied or taken any action to defend
the public right of way. | have made a search” . . .
now thisis Mr. Maurice King who never replied nor
did anything.

"l have made a search for the correspondence, but
have not been able to locateit.

If the residents wish to reopen the matter, | suggest
that they collect the necessary evidence of past user and
write to the current Attorney General asking him to defend
the public's interest. Alternatively, those residents who
have used the right of way openly for 40 years can bring
arepresentativeaction against Dr. Haynes," thisaction will
be filed shortly.

"and Mr. Simpson.

There are someresidentsin the area who will be able
to give the appropriateevidence.

Please let me hear from you further.”

Mr. Spegker, as | said, we are concerned about the
accession.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES Mr. Spesker, on a point of
elucidation. | am convinced, beyond a shadow o doubt,
that this is nothing but a vendetta against a black man
owning property in that area. Let me tell you why.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please, please.

Dr.R. C. HAYNES: It isimportant. Just et mefinish
what | am saying. | know who are the people who have
been behind this for many years Where that gate is
located, the property on both sidesof the road is not owned

by me
Asides.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES This s not the point. | support
the rights of the four people whose conveyances indicate
that they own the land on which theroad is placed. That is
myself, the persons across from me, Mr. Smpson, who
owned one side predominantly, and two other persons, the
late Mr. Joey Armstrong and his next door neighbour.

Mr. Joey Armgrong has done extensve legd
research. Extensive legal research on this matter. He hes
lived there for over 40 years too. As a result of the legal
research, it is quite clear that the personson both sides of
the road own the land and that it is no public right of way.
This has been investigated again and again by various
lawyers.
3.25p.m.,

It has been investigated by about two or three law
firms in Barbados and | respect the views of the late Joey
Armgtrong. | respect the views of the late Dave Banfield,
very well know expertsin land and land rights. They have
looked at this matter again and again, over a number of
years.

Onefind point, Sir, | wish to make. In any event, the
actual position that the road is in is rot the track that
people usad from time to time in the past. Thet track was
never a road.

Mr. SPEAKER: You have tracksin that area?

Dr. R. C. HAYNES Mr. Spegker, | lived in that area
since 1968. | have walked that area every day since 1968
and | have never ever seen a vehicle passing that area. |
will tel you what happened to the area. The area wes
covered by bush for many years. | will tell you something
else too. That was the central area for the distribution of
drugs in Barbados under those trees up there.

When | moved up there, | could sit in my living
room, or in my son's bedroom and see people exchanging
drugs for money right under there. The origina objections
thet we hed in point of fact came from two people in
Rockley Road who were supplying drugs to the tourists
right a that Site. The truth will come out some time.

Over and above that, let me tell you something. That
was the meeting point between what was happening down

on the coast and certain people from up on the hillscoming
down. That was the point when they could escape the
police becausewhat happened is that progressively over the
years the golf courseclosed off their entrancesand stopped
them from coming across the golf courseand they were all
funnelled into that area which becameadrug infestedarea

From the moment that lights were put there, from the
moment that road was put down, from the moment that a
house was put there, they have been complaining..I know
what | am talking about. There is a lot more | can say
about that area.

| know it well since 1968. | know all the characters
well. | know who have been protesting. | know who have
been organising meetings. The people who have never yet
protested to me were the poor people down at the bottom
o the road because they are the people who are harassed.
They are harassed by the dogs and the guns of the same
people who you come in here trying to defend day after
day. They live on private property at the end o the public
section of Rockley New Road. They live in fear of their
lives when they wak home at night. You come in here
trying to defend them . ..

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member now,
please.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: | can tdl you this, if | haveto
fight you all the way to the Privy Council | will.

Thank you very much.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, it is obvious that
the Honourable Member for St. Michael South Central has
certain evidencethat | believe he should give to the police
which has nothing to do with this Resolution, but the
evidence we have in the Ministry, and the evidence we will
certainly investigate, in keeping with what we have donein
Fortescue, is to meke sure that people living in an' area
have free access to and from their homes.

In consequenced that, Mr. Speaker, and in keeping
with the policy of Government, we will very shortly be
compilingalist of al these places that have been blocked
and the landownersin Rockley by one Dr. R. Haynes, the
chief offender. We asa Government will send a team from
the Minidry into thisarea.

Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: | will give you the assurance,
Mr. Spesker, that in keeping with that policy thet as early

as Monday a 1000 oclock, a team, including the
Honourable Member for . George North . . .
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Dr. R. C. HAYNES: On a point o order, Sir. Let me
tell you. Teams from your Ministry have aready been in
there severa timesand each time they have concluded that

it is a private property.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, thisis a matter
that has caused so much concern in the area that | think
this is a matter the Press should be called in on as well.
Monday at 10 o'clock we will go to the area. We will
investigate the area. We will do our part from the point of
view of the Minigry. We will make certan
recommendations if we view it necessary to the Attorney
Generd. The Parliamentary Representativewill do his bit
where the representativeaction is concerned.

Mr. Speaker, we are very concerned that personswho
happen to have greater means then the poor person in a
community should be taking this type of action against
those less privileged citizens. If this Dr. R. Haynesis the
same person who is the Honourable Member for St.
Michadl South Centrd, it showsthat memberscannot trust
the type of representation they get in some aress.

Mr. Speaker, as | said, this will goply not only to
Galf Club Road. It will apply to dl areas that have been
blocked throughout the country.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES. Mr. Spesker, on a point of
order. | will invite the Honourable Member to go down to
the bottom of Golf View Terrace as well, just across from
me, which the Chinese bought from Mr. Berngtein. You
will see that they have their gate across the property to
which they wereentitled by conveyance, where people used
to wak through before that is blocked off and there have
been no problemsin this Honourable House. | am willing
to fight for what is mine and my rightsif | have to go...

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. That is not part of the
point of order.

Proceed, please.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, findly, | would
just like to state thet the Resolution before the House just
refersto alease of the road as access to the development
in Fortescue. |t has nothing whatsoever to do with the open
gpace. The agreementsand the question of the conveyance
and thecovenants, theseare matters which weredetermined
along time.

With respect to any Parliamentary Representative or
any individual making someinputin the development of an
open areq, this is a norma provison which is included in
conveyancesand it would meen that al the representatives
in Parliament would have to check whenever there is a

development to ensure that the provision with respect to
open spaceiscarried out. Someof theseopen spacesareso
small that one can hardly put a tennis board in the area

| would just like to remind the Honourable Member
for . John when he talked about the authorities have done
nothing in the College Savannah area, he certainly as
Minigter of Community Development and as the Minister
of Finance had the opportunity to make some meaningful
impact in the area but we would hope we would be able to
do what he was unable to do in that particular area

Mr. Speaker, with those few remarks| beg to move
that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: | beg to second thet.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

ORDER NO. 8 - RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE
SALE OF LAND BETWEEN SPRING GARDEN
HIGHWAY AND BRIGHTON TERRACE,

ST. MICHAEL TO ADJOINING
PROPERTY OWNERS

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, | beg to movethe
pasing of the Resolution pertaining to the sde o
Government owned land between the Spring Garden
Highway and Brighton Terrace to adjoining property
owners.

3.35 p.m.

The Cabinet has made a decison that the National
conservation Commisson should be given formal
permission to continue to landscape the corner of land it
now |andscapes aong the Spring Garden Highway and that
the remainder of the land measuring approximately 60 000
square feet should be subdivided and sold to the owners of
the adjoining properties.

In pursuit of this decison the Chief Surveyor
indicated thet the area of land comprising 3 993.8 square
metres should be subdivided into 8 lots. The saledf one of
theselots to an adjoining owner is not being pursued at this
time this being the sale to a Mr. Louis Redman, Lot 19A
comprising 1 620 square feet of land.

Permission for the subdivision of land into lots was
sought and granted by the Chief Town Planner subject to
the following conditions.

1. Theareashould not be used for any erection and
should be used for gardening and/or landscaping
PpUrpOSES.
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not come and walk? Yau do not wak on any beech. Thet
iswhet you kegp saying. You wak the beach behind your
house. That is not walking. You have not waked in about
3 years The Honourable Member for the City needsto get
hersdf on Spring Garden Highway. She has been getting
fat and many people who know her have been identifying
her as fat and which is causing me some stress. Why do
you not leave medone? Yau should be walking on Spring
Garden Highway a 5:30 in the morning. It is the mogt
illumineting and satisfying experience.

Mr. Spesker, the HonourableMember for &. Andrew
mugt put in the record that there shdl be no building. Thet
is the only reason why | rose. | am grateful to you, Sir.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS | jugt wat to meke a
brief intervention. It is remarkable how much atention
some o us pay to the Busnessdf Govemment when we
are in Government and it is equaly remarkable how in the
passage of time some early Signsof perhaps Alzheémer's
It is vary remarkable how when away from the files there
isagrest degreedf ignoranceor innocenceoften permestes
a debate. What we are doing today in this Resolution is
exactly what the Democratic Labour Party in 1990, as a
Cabinet o which the Honourable Member for St. Michael
Wes was a Mambe, on the 8th of November, 1990
decided.

355 p.m,

On the 8th day of November, 1990 the Cabinet
conduded that the NCC should be given formal permisson
to continue to landscape the comdor o land it now
landscapes dong Spring Garden Highway and thet the
remander of the 59441 square metres should be
subdivided and sold to the owners of the adjoining

properties.

That shows how the whedsof Government work with
the Democretic Labour Party. A decison wes taken in
Novembar 1990.

Mr. B. M. TAITT If the Honourable Member will
give way. Except for the dluson to Alzheimer's | would
not normally re-intervene; but it is precisdly becausel did
not wish my friends to put out money for lands that they
could not afford since they will get no benefit from it that
| would nat have mede a public intervention like the one |
jus mede The Honourable Member should not accuse
awbody who mekes an intervention o possble
Alzhamer's because he might have mede an intervention
now which the Honourable Member mugt know from his
pisent posiion WU d have been untenable, if the
Honourable Member who mede the intervention wes a
Member of the Cabinet.

The Honourable Member knows that anybody who
purcheses the land which was decided in thet samedecison

which the Honourable Member just quoted will get no
benefit whatsoever from the purchaseexcept the honour of
having contributed to the public treesury.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS Sir, as recently as
Jnuary 6, 1994 it is recorded in thisfile that the Chief
Surveyor was requested t 0 and has prepared a subdivison
plan of the lotsto be sold, a copy of the plan ¢ertified on
May 19, 1993 and having the area bordered green is
endosed. The gpprovd o the Chief Town Planner wes
sought and wes granted with the following conditions.

1 Thearea should not be used for the erection of
structures and should be used for gardening or
landscaping purposes. No further development of
the land should be carried out without the prior
grant and permisson by the Chief Town Planner
on an gpplication made in that behdlf.

S0 his Government was ectively taking steps to implement
the decison of 1990 as recently as 1993.

Aside.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS In 1993 it was dead?We
didn't know that. Weknew that at sometimein early 1994
you were running a minimalist government.

Sir, when the Honourable Minister introduced this
Resolution he pointed out thet agreement has been reached
with the ownersand the conditionsand they are heppy with
it. So who are we to intervene? They are happy and if the
HonourableMember heard the conditionsthey are thesame
as he agreed to in 1990. | repeet them, Sir.

"The area should not be used for the erection o
sructures and should be ussd for gardening or

landscaping purposes.

Any subdivison would require the permisson of the
Chief Tomn Planner and no further development of
the land will be carried out without the grant of
permisson by the Chif Town Planner.”

My friend, the Honourable Member, only wanted to
be heard today officidly in a debate.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir, the
Honourable Member cannot meke the comment ¢aat Zonly
warted to be heard. | think that he should withdraw thet
remark to say that | only warnted to be heard. | would have
gpent a lot more time being heard on the matter with a
different area. He shouldn't say | only wanted to be heard.
Withdraw that!
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Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: The Honourable Member
asked me to withdraw it. | am not inclined to withdraw it
unless| am ordered.

Mr. SPEAKER:
Members.

It is between two Honourable

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: That is the end of my
gpeech, Sir. | have made the intervention. Much obliged,
Sir.

Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER: Mr. Spesker, | rise to
gpesk on this Resolution. | notice that this land will be
used for beautification that will be in harmony with the
Spring Garden area so that we have a beautiful area of the
highway. According to the Minister there should be no
erectionson thisland. | think it is quite appropriatethat we
have this area reserved for beautification.

Sir, on the point of land, | want to look at a proper
perspective about the use of land. If you are talking about
sling land which should be use primaily for
beatification. Sir, any country should have areas that are
recreational, which reflect the beauty, which are for
gporting facilities and aress for housng. Of course, we
have areas also for industrial development.

| need to addressthe alocation of land. | think earlier
'in the last session | spoke about the alocation of land and
the use of land. | think we will have to serioudy look at
how we dlocateland in this country, land that is becoming
a scarce resource. Those of us who meet constituents
would know that thereis great pressure on to have land for
housng. A lot of people want land for house spots and
they also want to purchasetheland or to purchasea house.
At the same time, Sir, within many of these communities
thereisalso aquest for land for sporting facilitiesand both
of these are equally relevant.

Sir, those who are familiar with England, for
example, would know that in every area there is a square
which is used for recrestion. At least it takes awvay from
the boredom of seeing houses and you have a square in
each mgor area so that use of land for beautification is
quiterelevant. | also want to makea plea here that we look
closdly at allocating land at this stage for sporting areas as
well because | notice that in a lot of areas land is being
acquired for al kinds of purposes and we may run into a
Stuation where we have no land for the youth to play on.

| just want to introducethis at this stage because we
are critically running out of land and there is a heavy
demand on the limited land resources that we have.

At the same time, Sir, we have lagge tracts of land
where thereis nothing but alot of wild bush growingon it
and theselargetractsof land are usualy the sourceof alot

of fireswe have during the dry season. For example, in the
Lowlands area there is a large tract of land going east
towards Charnocks and every year thereissureto beafire
there which causesalot of discomfort to the peoplein that
areaand Membersof the House would know specific areas
where there are large tracts of waste land which just act as
a source of fireduring the dry season.

So | believe we are going to have to look now at
what we are going to do about this matter. Are we going
to beautify these areas, put trees on them, have them made
into parks? Are we going to sell this land to people who
are going to develop them for low income housing, middle
income housing, or are we going to have these lands used
for commercia purposes? We have to make this decison
at this stage because if wedon't start to plan the economy
has reached a stage where things are going to get out of
hand and a few years down the road we are going to find
that theland we redlly need is no longer available but has
been used in an area whereit is not critical.

| do support the Resolution, Sir. | see the need to
have land in areas where we just need beattification, but at
the same time we need to look more closely on how we
alocate land, how we are going to sdll it and those areas
where Government will need also to acquire land for
purposes of sporting development and housing and
recregtiona development.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, | would like to
assure the Honourable Member for St. Michael West that
the conditions which | reed when | introduced this
Resolution will be included in the conveyance. | cannot
give him any guarantee that the typeof houses to which he
referred will not be built on theland in the future because
this Adminigtration in the past had made certain land
policies and they were subsequently changed by that
Adminigtration. We would not know whether or not some
subsequent Democratic Labour Party Administration might
not want to change the conditions and alow the persons
who are mentioned here to build a two-storey or a three-
storey house on the premises.

With those few remarks, Mr. Speaker, | move that
this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

ORDER NO. 9 - RESOLUTION TO APPROVE
RENEWAL OF LEASE OF LAND BY THE
CROWN TO THE BARBADQOS
NATIONAL TRUST

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Spegker, | beg to move
this Resolution seeking permisson to approve the
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lease of the Signal Station property known as the Cotton
Tower in St. Joseph and Grenade Hall in St. Andrew to the
Barbados Nationa Trust. Cotton Tower and the Grenade
Hall are Situation on 425.5 square metres and 1012 square
metres of land respectively.

Both propertieswere |eased to the Barbados National
Trust under an agreement dated February 15, 1969 for a
period of 25 years with affect from January 1, 1969 a a
nominal rent of 25 cents per annum. The Barbados
Nationa Trust is now seeking to renew the lease for both
of the properties for 25 years.

408 p.m.

It would be a good experience for Members of
Parliament to redlly visit the Signa Station at Gun Hill and
surrounding area. Since | was Minister | visited it for the
first time, and | must say thet | did not realisethat we hed
such a beautiful area in Barbados.

Also, the work at Tyrol Cot, the residence of the
former Premier of Barbados, the first and only Prime
Minister of the West Indies Federation. | think that it is a
place that members, not only on this side but Members on
that side, certainly, the Honourable Member for &. John
and the Leader of the Opposition should actudly arrangea
specid tour for Members on thet side, so that they would
be informed of the history. Therich history of Barbados.

| passed that area, dmost on a daily basis, and quite
recently | visited the area and again | was surprised at the
beauty of the area and the rich history that was |eft by the
late Sir Grantley Adams.

The lease, Mr. Spesker will be for a period of
50 years. With effect from January 1,1996 with reviewsof
rent in the tenth and twentieth years, in accordance with
rentsof this nature. We have moved from twenty-fivecents
per annum to $100 per anum. The lessee will be
responsible for the payment of al outgoings and taxes, if
any.

All buildings on the parcelsdf land should revert to
the Crown for nil condderation at the end or sooner
determination of the lease Agreement, even though we do
not anticipate that the lease will not be renewed.

| would just like to state that with Grenade Hall is
sometimesreferred to as Grenade Hill, and it was shown to
be in the parish of S. Peter. However, with the
introduction of the Parish Boundaries Act of 1989, and the
development of the BoundariesPlan and the Map, Grenade
Hal is now shown to be in the parish of S. Andrew.
Parliamentary approval is hereby sought to lease these said
parcesof land.

Mr. Speaker, | now move that this Resolution do now
pass.

Hon. B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | take the
greatest possible pleasurein supporting thisResolution. The
Nationa Trust of Barbadosis doing excellent work. It has
been doing it for severa years. It is, perhaps, one of the
leading, and in the view of some people | know, the
leading NGO in Barbados.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, we take for granted what is hed in
Trugt, not only the Nationd Trust of Barbados, but by all
o us Wha is hdd in Trust by al of us for the
generations, which will come after us It is our common
heritage, and this is a very precious heritage. We have
taken it for granted for years, Sir. | an pleased that, in this
administration, we will very soon, the Prime Minister hes
announced dready the establishment of a Heritage
Foundation, and he is soon going to gpeek to that and to
announce the composition of the Foundation and the way
in which it will function. | am pl eased, certainly,at atime
when | have the honour to be the Minister responsible for
tourism in Barbados, that Heritage Tourism is going to
have very high priority in the National Tourism Policy of
Barbados.

Thework that the Nationa Trust hasdoneto preserve
the many of the heritage properties in Barbados, to
inculcate in Barbadians, and particularly among young
Barbadians, school age Barbadians, and d<0 visitors ta
Barbados, to inculcate in them, and in us dl, a finer
appreciation of everything that makes this idand unique,
among the idands of this archipelago known as the
Caribbean. That makes Barbados distinctivein its history.
Wetake thislittleidand for granted, Sir. We teke thislittle
idand too much for granted.

In the context of Greece and Rome, Barbadosis not
an ancient civilisation. It is not an ancient idand, but
certainly in the context of the Americas, of which we are
apat in the Western Hemisphere, we enjoy a tradition of
some antiquity.

4.15 p.m.

| use every opportunity, not only at home, but abroad
as well, and | have travelled the world over the past 0
years. | do not think there is anywhere in the world thet |
have not been to, and | congtantly make the point thet |
come from a smdl island, 14 milesby 21 miles, wherethe
indtitution of Parliament is 357 yearsold. | am saying that
in the context of a hemisphere where the United States of
Americaisjust over 200 yearsold, where the Dominion of
Canada has now chalked up its 300th Anniversary. We
have on the Order Paper of this House a Private Members
Resolution which is speaking to the 300th Anniversary of
a secondary school in Barbados furthermore the entire
country,
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Mr. Speaker, this ancient and most venerable
Parliament is situated in a capital city, Bridgetown, which
must arguably be one of the oldest cities in this
hemisphere. The City of Bridgetown is 368 years old.
When | go abroad, it does not matter whether | go to the
most developed countries or to the most sophisticated
capitals of the world. When | go to the most developing
countries of the world, the reaction is aways the same.
Eyes open. Peopleareenthralledat theideadf how historic
an idand welivein.

Heritage tourism and the whole concept of heritageis
something that has gone very high profile in recent
decades, but for the National Trust of Barbados, much that
we prize and treasure today would have been lost to us.

The Barbados Museum and Historical Society isaso
to be praised for the fine work it is doing in this regard.
But today, the Resolution before us gives the opportunity
to goeek to the Nationd Trugt. | have been a member of it
for longer then | can remember, and there is an ongoing
membership drive.

It is an inditution, an NGO, a non-governmental
organisation, pulling itself up congtantly by its own boot
sraps. It is an organisation which | would commend to
young peoplein this country, young people who must have
inculcatedin them a senseof civic responsibility, who have
to learn that they too in their turn will have a civic
contribution to make and that you cannot expect to get into
aplacelikethis, or risein Barbadian society without giving
back to that community in the same way tha this
community has given to them.

Generations of Barbadians have made, without
apology, the most heroic and megnificent contribution to
help education and housing, in other words, to the socia
sectors. Weliketo boast that our mogt preciousresourceis
our people. We prize our people even above our physical
country that which we hold in trust in our history and that
isasit should be becauseit is our people who must carry
the tradition. For too many years the Nationa Trust has
been forced to do this unaided and unassisted. | an happy
that this administration has been able particularly to come
to theassistance of the Nationd Trust in respect of leases
such as this, and there are other properties.

The Honourable Minister for Housing spoke of Gun
Hill. Gun Hill has to be, perhaps, the most spectacular
prospect there is to be seen in Barbados. There is
wonderful work done there in terms of landscaping and
restoration of the Signal Station. It is so beautiful a place
that sometimes if there are small receptions that the
Government hes to host, we go to Gun Hill. There is
nothing like it especidly in the evening with the lights on.
You can virtudly see the whole of Barbados from Gun
Hill. I recommend it highly for a visit.

| would want to encourage the Nationd Trust to
recognise that there is revenue generation potentia in a
place like Gun Hill and they should be prepared to rent it
for dl kinds of occasions and functions. They should not
be hesitant to put a much more commodious and nicer
restaurant there and, perhaps, a more enterprisinggift shop
there. The potentid is redly quite large for that, and not
only for Gun Hill. The same would be true of Grenade
Hall. The same would be true of the Cotton Tower and so
many of the other propertiesincluding Tyrol Cot. Mention
was mede of Tyrol Cot.

Now, | can spesk a little bit of Tyrol Cot, Sir. | sat
for many years on a Nationd Trust Speciad Committee
which raised fundsfor the restoration of Tyrol Cot and the
establishment of a chattel village there. The only other
Parliamentarian | know of who was pat of that was
Senator Patricia Symmonds who also sat, and perhapsis
still sitting, on that Committee. For many years we worked
not knowing how and where the money would come but
knowing that this was a work we had to do. Everywhere
else that we go in the world you can visit the house where
somebody lived, like George Washington. You go to
Jamaica right here in the Caribbean and you go to the
house where Bustarnantelived and so forth, everywherein
the world.

A few weeks ago | was in Western Samoa and the
officid resdence of the Governor of Western Samoa was
a house in which Robert Louis Stevenson lived and we
were entertained there. It is the intention, and | know this
becauseof my membershipof the Nationa Trust, that other
houses of other heroes of Barbados as we can raise the
funds, will be restored in the way that Tyrol Cot has been
restored.

Tyrol Cot has a mogt interesting history, quite
separate and apart from the fact that it has been the home
of two Prime Ministers, so to speak of Barbados, although
the late Sir Grantley Adams was not a Prime Minigter. He
wasa Premier of a Federation of the West Indies. We have
more than one generaion in Barbados which is now
post-Federation, which has no concept of the Federation
and the only place thet they will see the Federa Flag, and
other artifacts associated with the Federation is in Tyrol
Cot.

Tyrol Cot also spesks to a certain urban architecture
in Barbados, Mr. Speaker, which needs to be preserved. So
much is changing in Barbados. Everywhere in this idand
we see the traditional chattel house converting to wal and
you cannot blame people, especially in a climate like ours
for wanting to trade wood for wall, but the chattel, as
Professor Henry Fraser likes to put it, is part of the
vernacular architecture of Barbados. The vernacular
architecture of Barbados which is to be found in stone
structures is wel illustrated in Tyrol Cot. It is,
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| say, urban. Other people might describeit as suburban. |

supposein the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s when Sir Grantley

and Lady Adams lived there by thet time it would have
“been described as urban.

4.25 p.m.

It does not matter if these things are notiond in a
place as small as Barbados. But al of those thingsare now
preserved for the edification, for the education of
generations that are to come after us and for that we have
to thank the Nationa Trust. Thisis not a Nationa Trust
with alot of ary fary ideas which would want Smply to
change everything to hold on to everything for the sake of
it. ThisisaNationd Trust with a businesssense and which
has found a way to make a place like Tyrol Cot begin to
pay for itself because the preservationand the maintenance,
the ongoing recurrent maintenanceof placeslike Tyrol Cot
will go on long after we are gone and these mechanisms,
these strategiesfor fund raising and for revenue generation
have to be put in place from the very beginning.

| wish, Sir, to use this opportunity to congratulate
with the largest words of congratulation that | can find to
offer my warmest and largest congratulations to the
Nationa Trust for what it has been doing over the years
and what we hope it will continue to do.

Liked! organisations, the Nationad Trust has hed to
depend on asmall hard core of people, driven from timeto
time by various Presidents, various Directors, Sir Dondd
Wilesis one who comes to mind quickly who tramped the
length and breadth of thiscountry trying to bring that sense
of appreciation in theearly daysof what the Nationd Trust
meant to the heritage of Barbados.

Then you have the Paul Fosters of this world,
Professor Henry Fraser. | suppose most Barbadians know
him because of the video that he has made and these things
are going, in the future, to be invaluable. We take that
video for granted now because you can go somewhereand
buy it for a few dollars but 50 years from now it will be
better than collectorsitems.

There is Mrs. Penelope Hyman-Roach who is the
current Director of the Nationd Trust and Mr. Paul
Altman. They do Barbados an honour. They do Barbados
a very specia favour by virtue of the work that they do
and | hope that the Heritage Foundation, when it is fully
established, will work closely with the Barbados National
Trud.

In this connection, Sir, the Prime Minisger has
announced it and it is soon going to be established. It is
something that we take very serioudy, the Heritage
Foundation. But | would want to say, Sir, that thereis other
work on going. | think by now the whole of Barbados must
know about the Bridgetown Rehabilitation Project. There

" dis the Speightstown Restoration and Rehabilitation, thereis

St. Lawrence Gap, but particularly in Bridgetown and
Speightstown, Sir, there are many heritage propertiesand
| want to reassure Barbadians because there has been a
grest rush now. | saw a list yesterday of anybody and
everybody, the who is who in Barbados, who is anything
to do with physica development, who have sought to have
the documentation in respect of the Bridgetown
Rehabilitation and the Speightstown Rehabilitation Plan.
Thereisaview out there, Sir, that severd of those heritage
properties which are part of what the Honourable Mnfper
for . George South liked to call the patrimony, part of
our common heritage, part of wha we hold in trust, there
isafeding out there that somehow peopleare going to be
able to buy and sall it. Not on my watch, Mr. Spesker, Sir,
not the heritage properties.

When | spesk of heritage property | spesk of the old
Town Hadl. | think | can say with a fair amount of
certainty at this point, Sir, that the Chamber of Commerce
of Barbados, together with, | think, it iswith theEmployers
Confederation, have put a proposa to me in the Ministry
of Tourism that they would like to undertake the restoration
of the old Town Hall.

In the Bridgetown Rehabilitation Plan and | will
speak far more volubly to this when we debate the Specia
Development Areas Bill next month. It is proposed that we
would start this process with the Lower Green of which the
Town Hall usad to be and will again before the end of this
Century be afoca point.

When | speak of heritage propertiesin Bridgetown
andin theenvironsof Bridgetown | speak of the Old Spirit
Bond on the Wharf side which is going to be restored. |
pesk of the Empire Theatre. | have spoken S0 often on
this Hoor of this before. One of two theatres, custom
designed and built as theatres in the Gxi bbeen the Ward
(777) Theatre in Jamaica and the Empire Theatre in
Barbados. The Nationa Cultural Foundation is pleased to,
undertake respongbility for the restoration of the Empire
Thestre as a theatre.

TheOld Bridgeand Harbour Police Station, wreaking
with history ispart of our heritage. The old Main Guard at
the Garrison Savannah that people tend not to see because
it is on the far western side of the Savannah, a building
which isin such a bad condition that it is unsafe for people
to be in it and yet everyday droves of tourists stand
outsde o it and Stare.

The Forts of Barbados, we take those for granted.
Barbados has a number of very higtoric forts, not the least
of which isSt. Ann's. The Hilton Hotd is built on thesite
of theold Charles Fort. The Garrison Savannah, St. AM's
Garrison as it is properly to be known, was the Garrison
for the . Ann's Fort. Even as we spesk, Sir,
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in here investigations are being undertaken at the Military
Archives in the United Kingdom because we have every
reason to believe that thereisa very interesting network of
tunnds. The St. Ann's Fort used to house a massve
garrison and a nava ingdlation in Barbados. | am talking
about seventeenthcentury and eighteenth century, Sir. Only
in recent months, as excavationswere being doneaong the
street that leads to Grand Barbados and the Hilton, just
before you come to the Brown Sugar Restaurant, as they
were excavating for the laying of the fibre optic cable we
discovered tunnels which were bricked, arched and wel
maintained because they had been hidden from the
pollution above and it is clear now that there was a
network of tunnels through which military men moved
from the . Ann's Fort right down to the beach a what we
cdl the Pebble now.

It has been suggested that Gunsite Hill in Brittons
Hill is not called Gunsite for nothing. We know,
particularly in respect of Grenade Hall, mentioned in this
Resolution, that in those daysin seventeenthand eighteenth
century Barbados, before the days of telegraph, before the
days of radio, a series of signd gations, high pointsin
Barbados were used to semaphore messages from one part
o theidand to another.
4.35 p.m.

Barbados was the first landfall out of the Atlantic
Ocean and was adways under threst from nava
embeattlement. It is believed that that network of tunnds
could go as far as Gunsite Road in Brittons Hill.

Mr. Spesker, Sir, it may be hard for you to believe
but the sewers of Parish are now another added tourist
atraction in that same city. | do not see any good reason
why that network of tunnelsassociated with . Ann's Fort
and the ingtalation there should not be developed to
become another attraction. In fact, | have been having talks
with the Brigadier trying to put together now a tour which
will takein the museum as an option but certainly the fort
and the main guard onceiit is restored.

Harrison’s Cave, Sir, isthe No. 1 placedf interest for
both land base and cruise tourists in Barbados. We know
that there are other chambers which have yet to be
developed but what we see at Harrison’s Cave is only a
small pat of a network of caves. But research is showing
us that again in that connection there may possbly be
tunnels moving right down through Jack In The Box Gully
virtually down to Speightstownto connect the town through
the Cave. Al of that has to be developed and explored,
because dl of that is part of our heritage. All of thet is
what we hold in trust for those who come after usand we
have a duty as far as we are able to develop this little
Barbados. So that everything which could possibly be an
asset to usisalowed to riseto its highest potentia and the
Nationa Trust isa driving force behind this. The Nationd

Trugt, Sir, in my opinion, if it were possble and | hope
that it becomes possiblein years to come that we do not
only give Nationad Honours to individuas but that we
would want to be able to show an appreciation to some of
the NGO’s which do sterling work in this country, work
that Government either cannot afford or will not afford to
do are done by NGO’s. | would want to certainly
recommend that the Barbados National Trust deserves the
honour and the praise of al Barbadians.

Mr. Spesker, Sir, | have only mentioned but a few
and | would wish to use this occasion, too, to gpped to
Barbadians to become more aware and conscious of what
is their common heritage and to adopt more of an attitude
o conservation and preservation of this heritage. Our
heritage ranges far and wide and not only in the form of
buildings is the Nationd Trust interested. They have
thrown their interest behind gardens, wooded aress, the
only wetland area left in Barbados the Graeme Hall
Swamp. Just a few weeks ago in the excavations ongoing
for the Fort St. Charles marinain the parish of St. Peter |
think the mogt significant archaeological find, certainly in
my lifetime was unearthed in Barbados. These wonderful
clay topsas though they were the topsdf clay potswith the
bottom of the pot cut off. It has told us immediately that
thousands of years before Christ B.C. that there were
people on this Barbados who understood about the
consarvetion of water and who knew how to pot. Thereis
a great deal more that we need to learn about the pre-
higory of Barbados. Thereisa very dender volumeon the
pre-history of Barbados. People like Dr. Carl Watson do
invaluable service to Barbados. | only would wish that the
historiansat the Cave in the Hill would write a little more
and tdk alittle less, because the writing is enduring and
the higtory of Barbadosis colorful. It is this Barbados that
stood up to Cromwell, it is this Barbados that carved out
for itsdf a very specia persondity within the British
Empire in a colonid era and it is this Barbados as an
independent Barbados that continues to do that. The
Nationd Trust of Barbadosplaysa very largeand vitd role
in thet.

| would wish to encourage the Government to give a
lease of not 50 years but 100 years, Sir, because this is
ongoing. Mr. Spesker, | would want to see that this
adminigtration and successive adminigtrationsin Barbados
be even more generousto the Nationa Trust than we have
been. This administration in its short life so far has been
very generous.

Aside.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: There are a lot o
Philistines and infidels in here, Sir, but | hope that
everything that | am saying is not faling on desf ears. No,
we have glitterati and glitteroti but there are a lot of
Philistines and infidels on that side of the House
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too. But, Mr. Speaker, we do not want to trivialize or
minimize the magnificent contribution that the Nationd
Trust is making. As | said, Sir, | realy would apped to
more Barbadians to come out and to givein terms of time,
in terms of their interest, in terms of money, membership
or whatever. Every little bit counts. | would like to believe
that in the early 21st century or even before the year 2000
Barbados would become a place where every spot would
look like agarden and that we would have done away with
al ugliness. The restoration of our common heritage- that
means our beaches and this have implications of the work
that the Coastal Conservation Unit does. Our gullies- rural
Barbados, urban Barbados, dl of it | hope will be restored
so that when Barbados enters the 21st century dl is
pristine, a Barbados of which we can be proud but in
which every Barbadian understands that he and she has a
duty. Everyone of us, as | said, Sir, is holding in trust for
thoseafter us. So every person has aduty. Some will make
larger contributions and some will make smdler
contributions, but everyone should be encouraged to make
a smal contribution and | would be very pleased if
somehow funds could be found to help the Nationa Trust
in its educational programme because, as you know, Mr.
Speeker, a lot of the work that is done by the Nationa
Trust is sometimes undone by people who do not have a
careor any appreciation at al of the tremendouseffort that
has gone into making something that was not nice into
something thet is admirable.

445 p.m.

At Speightstown, Sir, we have the Arlington House.
Just two weeksago | was down there with the Chairman of
the Barbados Nationa Bank. The Nationa Bak is
planning to relocate in the precincts of Arlington House
and in that connection could be ingtrumentd in the
restoration of Arlington House. Perhaps Arlington Houseis
the most notable heritage property in Speightstown.

Every condituency tha is represented in this
Honourable House and every Member who sits in this
Houseisable to point at least to either heritage property or
heritage area in their congtituency. | would urge specidly
upon Members to pay attention to that area and encourage
condtituents to regard it as an extra specia fund that they
have smply because it is where they live or in the district
or the environment they live in.

Sir, in the end you cannot separate people and thisis
perhaps the mogt important point that | have to make in
this regard. You cannot separate people from this kind of
development and if people fed that they have no
connection to it and that it is really nothing to do with
them they will not respect it and they will not fed any
sense of ownership of it. They won't fee any urgency
about its preservation or its maintenance so that dl these
strategies, education, information,communicationsmust be
used so that people understand the linkage between the

community and the heritage. When that happens, Sir, then
each o us, dmos in the biblical sense, become each
others keeper and the keeper of the nationd heritage.

| thank you, Sir.

Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER: Mr. Spesker, | rise to
support this Resolution and | must say that | wes very
pleased with the speech given by the Honourable Member
for the City and | listened with great interest being one
whoisinterested in the cultura patrimony of Barbadosand
the heritage of its beautiful people.

Sir, | support the efforts of the Barbados Nationd
Trust but since the Member for the City so eloquently and
so thoroughly dealt with the issue relating to the Barbados
National Trust | would not want to duplicate her efforts but
| would want to confinemy remarksto the recognitionand
preservationof thecultural patrimony of Barbadosthrough
networksat the community level.

Sir, | believe that we need to have groups at the
community level who would assist us in preserving the
cultural heritage of Barbados. As the Member for the City
spoke | hed recollections of a plan | had to put in place
and may be putting in place which will recognise the
beauty of my constituency and the beautiful people of the
congtituency.

It is a concept which | fed could be replicated
throughout the other congtituencies in Barbados. To be
specific, to theeast of Barbados we have had a number of
sugar estates and a number of factories and these have
fdlen into disrepair, disuse and in some cases misuse. |
believe at the community level there should be efforts put
in place 1o preserve the history of the sugar industry in
Barbados.

Take for example, the mill houses. | fed that there
should be some efforts made to ensure that those mill
houses are not used in any other way so thet theimage will
not be removed.

4.50 p.m.

| notice that some people have been trying to do
certain congtructions around them and in future years you
may not recognise them to be mill houses. | believe that
efforts should be made to preserve the mill houses in
Barbados. | an making a specific plea for the Chrigt
Church area, areas in St. Philip, where there have been a
lot of plantation houses and sugar mills in those aress. |
can think of thearea Lowlands, Callenders, Gibbons, Four
Square, Searles. All those are areas where we have mill
houses.

Sir, we aso have the traditional chattel house |
believe that for those people who do not want
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to get modem wall structures efforts should be made to
preserve some of the chattel houses as monuments for
future Barbados. Everything should be done. In each
congtituency there should be few of these chattel houses
that should be preserved. | believethat this could be done
through community efforts. So just as the Nationd Trustis
making a nationa effort at the preservation of our cultural
patrimony, | am making a plea that a the locd level
similar groups be formed so that a number of these relics
could be preserved for posterity.

In this regard, Sir, | believe that the Community
Development Officers who serve in these areas and the
Y outh Commissioners, along with other peoplein the area
can help in the development of these groups. Many times
we have these officerswho just seem not to know whet to
do. Since the preservation of our relicsare so important, |
believe that these particular people can be utilised aong
with people in the community to see that these are
preserved. | do not think that it would take much if the
peoplein the community come out and they can do some
cleaning up here and there. Places which are preserved,
little parks can also be preserved by the people in the
community. We do not expect the Nationa Trust to look
into every area. We do not expect that Government, as a
nebulous entity, can do it. It therefore has to come as a
thrust from the community upwards.

Wheat has to happen, Sir, is that the nationd agencies
such as the Barbados Tourism Authority will also have to
be involved where they can then get the tourists to pass
through theseareasto see whet beauty thereisin Barbados.

Sir, anyonewhoisfamiliar with England would know
that the English cherish their history very dearly. | do not
expect that we would be so paranoid about our history as
the English are to theextent that wherever you go they tak
about the history of this building, the higtory of this strest,
the history of thissign post. | do not think that we want to
go that far. | believe that we should still have a sense of
history and we should put systems and structuresin place,
S0 that we can preserveour history for posterity.

You should be able to look back through a
community and be able to say a hundred years down the
road, "at this point in time so and so happened, and this
was the kind of houses you had, this was the kind of
industry that dominated this particular area." Thereshould
be signs of that. With things being S0 unstructured, |
believe that we run the risk that a hundred years down the
road we would have no sense of history, especialy at the
community level.

So | want to gpped to my colleagues to see what
efforts they can put to ensure that & the community level
there are systems and structures put in place to maintain
the higtory of Barbados.

Particularly,Sir, | want to addressthefishing industry
in the area of Silver Sands, Oigtins and so forth. | notice
that this is a topic dear to the Honourable Member for
Christ Church South. | will not be speakingof the Fish Fry
Bay in Oigtins, since this also bring in the Honourable
Member for St. James North, the Minigter of Agriculture.
| am not dealing with that.

| am talking about this, Sir, because | went to an
exhibition put on by the St. Christopher Boys School. This
wasto ded with afishing project. These students, al under
eleven, were able to reproduce the history of the fishing
industry in Christ Church where they showed the old
fishing areaitherein Silver Sands. They reproduced Oistins
as it was before the new complex was built, they
reproduced the tracts where people went through, they
reproduced the old boats, nets, al of these things were
reproduced, and | felt that exhibition needed to be held at
some spot where it could be preserved so that tourists
could see the history of Barbadosin thefishing area, which
is a key industry in Barbados.

| was trying to find somewhere suitable to place this
exhibition instead of the school, but | could not find a
suitable place. Perhaps, it would have to be placed in the
Silver Sands Resort Hotdl.

On thispoint, Sir, | amalso saying that there need to
be areas dlocated for these exhibitions to be put on
display. So we need to addressit, even if itisasmall place
where we can have an exhibition. You should not have to
go to a museum. A tourist should be able to drive through
Barbados and see at certain spots areas where the history
of the particular area is reflected.

| am therefore saying, please Sir, that we are giving
arenewd of theleasedf the property of Grenade Hall, St.
Andrew and Buckden, St. Joseph to the Barbados Nationa
Trugt, but | amsaying, Sir, that | believe that this action
needs to be duplicated throughout Barbados where we
might need to have leases given to community groups so
that the culturd patrimony of the specific area can be
maintained, and also be a showcase for tourists who come
to Barbados. Not only for tourists, but it can be preserved
in such a way that our children and our children’s children
can understand what Barbados is and what Barbados was

Thank you very much.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, | beg to move that
this Resolution do now pass.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.
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ADJOURNMENT

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg to
move that this House adjourn to Tuesday, July 23, 1996 at
11 o'clock in the morning. | would like to say just a few
words on the Adjournment, Sir.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, there are a number of very
important matters on the Order Paper, and there is even
more important Legidation that the Government will be
bringing down to the House. Next Tuesday, | would
propose that we would debate the Financid Institutions
Bill, which was laid today, so that Honourable Members
can prepare themsalves for that debate.

There is also before us the Shipping Corporations
Bill, which is quite substantial. The Honourable Minister
responsible for International Transport tells me that he
hopes that we should be ready to debate this maybe on July
30, if not alittle later. Thereis still a great ded of matters
that he wants to close in that connection.

Also, on the Order Paper, Sir, is a Resolution
congratulating the Government on the Creation of the
Charter and the Establishment of the Facilitation Unit for
Returning Nationals known as "FURN". "FURN", Mr.
Speaker, Sir, has been wdl received, bath at home and
abroad, by al sides of the House. There is not an
Honourable Member in here who does not have in his or
her congtituency returning nationa swhoseinterests haveto
be looked after.

It is the wish of the Government, and | will, of
course, write you, Mr. Speaker, formally to thiseffect, that
this debate should be-. televised. The Leader of the
Oppostion and | have spoken in this regard, and we have
aso spoken with you earlier today. The cameras are not
now in this Chamber. We are hoping that by the first week
of Augudt that they will be.

It has come to our attention, Sir, that the Caribbean
Broadcagting Corporation is going to be teecagting
coverage of al the Olympics starting on Friday. That will
preempt any Parliamentary televised broadcast. So that
after consultation with the Leader of the Opposition and the
Honourable Member for St. Michad South Central, we
have come to an agreement that immediately after Crop
Over when a number of potentia returning and some
returning nationas will be in Barbados, might then be the
best time to debate the Resolution on the Facilitation Unit.

So, not on the Tuesday, | would not be so
presumptuous, but on Friday the 9th, the Friday after Crop
Over we would propose, Mr. Speaker, Sir, with your

permission, to have a televised debate on the Fecilitation
Unit for Returning Nationals.

Also on the Order Paper is another piece of very,
veay important legidation, the second reading of the
Specid Development Aress Bill. Thisisa critical piece of
legidation, a number of persons and organisations in
Barbados are waiting anxioudy for the passage of this
legidation so that they can begin to put in place severd
projects to do with the rehabilitation of Bridgetown,
Speightstown, St. Lawrence, Graemekd| Swamp, Scotland
Digtrict and other Specia Development Aress which the
Minister of Finance will be called upon to declare Specia
Development Aress.

If we look at the Schedule to that, we will see that
there are only a limited number of Special Development
Aress. Immediately upon the passage of this, certainly |
can sy for instance, Sir, that Baxters Road, the Minister
will be called upon, by me, to declare Baxters Road a
Specid Development Area and dl of the process that
auends that will be put entrain, but it cannot be done until

this legidation is passed.

There are other areas beside the historic area, the
heritagearea. For instance the Montifiore Fountain cannot
be declared a Speciad Devedopment Area until that

legidation is passed.

That is a debate that the Opposition hes dready
written and indicated that it would wish to have televised,
and it is a debate that the Government a0 wishes to have
tdlevised. What we would expect then is that in the
following week, on thefollowing Tuesday which would be
August 13, that we would wish to proceed with'this debate.
5.05 p.m.

The House has worked hard and long. This
Parliament is becoming busier and busier every week,
every month. The staff has been very hard pressed. In fact,
as Y our Honour knows, we have had to look for temporary
support in that connection. | am very much disposed that
we should have - and we are approaching mid-term. Do
not let us underestimatehow hard wedl work on al sides.
| am disposed, Sir, that the House would risefor at least a
summer recess bresk of two months. We do not do much
a Christmas. We hardly do anything at Easter. We have
been working more often two days a week sometimes, and
one day a week. So that is the sort of immediate future
agenda we have. It is not carved in stone but it is just to
give Honourable Members some indication of what pieces
o legidation they might prepare themselvesfor and which
debates they may want to participate in.

-~

A_—
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Therefore, 3r, | begto move that weadjourn now to
Tueday coming, July 23, at Il o'clock in the morning.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: | beg to second that, Sr.

The question that the House do now adjourn until
Tuesday, July 23,1996 at | | :00 a.m. was put and resolved
in the affirmative without division and Mr. SPEAKER
adjourned the House accordingly.

5.08 p.m.
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