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Prayers were taken by Rev. Father 1van Harewood.

Mr. SPEAKER: The House is now in session.

MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minutes of the meeting of
Tuesday, May 7, 1996.

Hon. D. A. C. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, the Minutes
of Tuesday, May 7, 1996 have been circulated. | move that
these Minutes be taken as read.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | beg to second that, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: If there are no corrections or
observations, then let those Minutes stand confirmed.

PAPERS

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, | am
commanded to lay the following:

1 The Sanitation Service Authority (Fees)
(Amendment) Regulations, 1996.

STATEMENTSBY MINISTERS

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, with the
leave of the House | should like to move that this matter of
" Statements by Ministers" be deferred until 12.00 noon
when | will have the exact text of the statement to read to
the House.
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Mr. SPEAKER: If there are no objections leave
is granted.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon. D. A. C SMMONS: Mr. Spesker, | beg to
move that Standing Orders Nos. 6, 16, 18, 20, 42(5), 43
and 44 be suspended for the remainder of today's Sitting.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Mr. SPEAKER: Government Business is now the
order of the day.

ORDER NO. 8 - THE ENVIRONMENTAL LEVY
BILL, 1996

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Spesker, | riseto move
the second reading of a Bill to introduce an environmental
levy into Barbados. At the outset | nead to say that thisBill
has to be read in conjunction with the Duties, Taxes and
Other Payments (Exemption) Order, No. 3, 1996 which
represents and embodies the second part of Government's
fisca policies to deal with the management of solid waste
in this country.

In that respect, Sir, | just want to let the House know
at the outset of the debate that it is not only Government's
intention to introduce an environmental levy to raise funds
as the Bill indicates to meet the cost of collecting and to
defray the cost of disposa of refuse, Mr. Spesker, but it is
also Government's intention at the same time to provide a
new regime o fiscal concessions for enterprises that are
involved in recycling. We are usng a two-pronged
approach to research for the solutions to environmental
management matters in this country.

On the one hand we are introducing a levy to help
defray the cost of establishing and operating efficiently
landfillsin this country, and weare aso introducing a new
regime that would dlow recycling industries 10-year tax
holidays from the payment of income tax, and also dlow
them duty free access to equipment, vehicles and other
materidsused as part of their operation. | must stress that,
Sir, because the two go hand in hand. They go hand in
hand becauseit is Government'sfundamental position that
Barbados must never again find itsdlf in a Situation where
the management of the environment and the management
of solid waste reach the levels of disastrous proportions
that existed in the early 1990s.

Mr. Speeker, let me therefore ded with the
Environment Levy Bill and set it in context. | would like
first of dl, Sir, to st it in its international context and to
remind the House that & the United National Conference
on Environment and Development held in Rio in 1992 that
the HonourableMember for St. Michadl South attended and
was therefore party to its decision..

Aside.

Rt. Hon. 0. S. ARTHUR: | am not attacking you. |
am acknowledging your presence.

| want to draw attention to Principle 16 of the Rio
Declaration which recommended that:

""National authorities should endeavour to promote
the internaisation of the environmental costs and the
use of economic instruments taking into account the
approach that the polluter should, in principle, bear
the cost of pollution with due regard to the public
interest and without distortinginternationa trade and
investment.”

Sir, Principle 16 of the Rio Declaration, subscribed to
by dl countries, established an international understanding
and philosophy that polluters should really bear the cost of
the management of the environment.

Aside.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Sir, dl | amsaying is that
the Member for St. Michagl South's presence was quite
distinguished because he added to the ambience of the
occasions in matters that will not entertain us today.

| want to establish, Sir, that this matter has
international dimensions and that it is something that has
arisen out of the Rio Summit. It is Principle 16 of the
Declaration which establishes the philosophy that member
countriesshould seek to internaliseenvironmental costsand
use economic instruments taking into account the gpproach
that the polluter should, in principle, bear the cost of
pollution with due regard to the public interest and without
distorting international trade and investment.

In furtherance to that, Mr. Speaker, a number of
countries, particularly in the European Union, have dready
introduced environmental levies or instruments of the kind
to give effect to the principle that those goods and entities
which create solid waste management problems should be
respongible to the extent feasiblefor defraying the cost of
finding solutions to those solid waste management . rob-
lems. And in the course of the discussion today the
Minister of Health and Environment will be discussng the
way in which Barbados will be seeking solutions for
solid waste management problems. | am deding in my
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introduction, Sir, with the fiscal aspect of it. It has now
become standard therefore that countries impose taxes
particularly on commoditiesthat are non-biodegradableon
imports but particularly on goods that take up most of the
gpace in landfills as a way of defraying the cost of solid
waste management.

1125 am.

Mr. Spedker, | dso subscribe to the view tha
whenever we add a permanent stream of expenditureto the
account of the Treasury we should look as well to a
permanent stream of revenue if we are going to keep
Government financesin relativebalance. | want to address
that point, Sir, because when we reflect on the
environmenta disorder the Mount Stinkeroo represented,
it is sofe to say that Mount StinkerOO reached the
proportions thet it did because of the lack of resources
committed by the Government to the resolution of the
problem it represented. A sufficient body of resources
smply was not committed to those responsible for the
management of the landfill to dlow that landfill to be
managed in an environmentally and ecologicaly pleasing
manner.

Rt. Hon. L. E SANDIFORD: Sir, in respect of the
physica contours of Barbados, Sir, | have searched dl of
the cartographic sources and cannot find any referenceto
any Mount Stinker00 and | believe we should be accurate,
asfar as possible, in this Chamber. If the Prime Minister
will point out the sources for this physica excrescence of
Barbados, Sir, | would be happy.

Rt. Hon. O. S ARTHUR: Mr. Spesker, Sir, | fully
take the point of the Member for St. Michael South to say
that Mount Stinkeroo used to exist in Barbados but it has
been replaced by Mount Pleasant. He wanted me to sy
that, Sir, so as to draw his colleague, the Member for St.
Michadl West into the issue, but there used to be a Mount
Stinkeroo located at Mangrove. Mr. Spesker, he is too
experienced as a parliamentarian to have mede that kind of
point were it not without it being his intention to want me
to reflect upon what was and what now isand | thank hirn,
Sir, for the intervention. There was a Mount Stinkeroo but
it no longer exists and | thank him for the correction.

The point | am making, Sir, is that the argument wes
advanced thet there were not sufficient resourcesgiven the
stringencies of the fisca position at the time to attend to
the affairsof the landfill at Mangroveand that contributed
partly to the landfill presenting the problem that it
presented.

| dso fed, Sir, that in a wider sense because that
landfill was so badly managed becausedf lack of resources
there has been a public perception in Barbados generated

as a result that a landfill will o necessty be an
environmental blemish and an environmental block. It is
our pogtion on this side, Sir, that all over the world
landfills exist as places where solid waste management
functionscan be carried out in an environmentaly pleasing
and safe manner and that once the requisite resources are
devoted to the task that a new landfill can be establishedin
Barbados without giving rise to the kind of hazards and
problemsthat attended the landfill at Mangrove known to
us then as Mount Stinkeroo under a previous dispensation.

We on this side, Mr. Speaker, were very critical o
the extent to which that experience was dlowed to
degenerate because of the failure of the Government to
provideadequateresources. Wefed thereforethat we have
an obligation to ensurefor the future that we can find the
resources to be able to defray, in part, the costs o
establishing and running a new landfill so that the public
can be assured that landfills can be established in this
country without being a hazard to the public hedth and
without being an environmental block as the public has
come, unfortunately, to believe. Therefore, Mr. Speaker,
Sir, this environmenta levy is intended to accomplish an

important public purpose.

The establishment of an operation of new landfillsin
Barbados will be an expensive endeavour running into the
millions of dollars. They will not only involve the
establishment of the landfills, we may have to have a
variety of various types to deal with bulk waste, hazardous
waste and the like. There will have to be a composting
facility that can convert some of the existing garbageinto
fertiliser and the like. We can, Mr. Speaker, impact asolid
waste management industry in Barbados where there is a
creative goproach to the management of solid waste but all
d the solutions will be expensive.

The congtruction and the management of a sanitary
landfill is going to be an extensive endeavour. The
congtruction and management of a composting facility is
going to be an expensive endeavour. The management o
bulky waste facilitieswill be an expensive endeavour and
as a result, Sir, we can anticipate that there will be an
increasein public expenditurearising out of the desirability
o having environmentaly and economicaly sound
approachesto solid waste management in thiscountry. This
environmental levy is structured and designed to conform
to the principle that the polluters should meet the cost o
cleaning up theenvironment. | will go into the details of it,
Mr. Speaker, in due course.

Now, Mr. Spesker, a lot of controversy has arisen
over thefact that thismatter has not been introduced before
but | want to advance for the House's consideration two
sets of factors, the first being that these funds are being
sought to assgt in partly defering the cost of
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congtructing and operating a landfill. In this year's
Estimates the House will recognise that an amount has
been s, | think it is about $8 million, and it is anticipated
that the full congtruction and the operation d the landfill
will cost far more than that. The measures that are to be
introduced today by this levy are intended to raise $7
million in the course of a financid year. Sir, the
Government did not think that it would have been prudent
to have been callecting funds for the congtruction and
operation of a landfill well in advance of the landfill
actualy starting construction and operating, and therefore
we are seeking to reconcile the imposition of the levy to
coincide with the congtruction and the operation of the new
solid waste management solution.

11.35 a.m.

The second matter has to do with the vagaries o
conaultation leading to a Budget. Last year, Sir, when |
sought to have an environmentd levy approvedin principle
| asked for advice as to how to structurethe cost of it and,
Mr. Speaker, Sir, what was presented to me and what |
announced in the House would have led to the
environmental levy collectingfar, far morethan theamount
necessary for the congtruction and defrayingthe cost of the
landfill. Sir, the Member for St. Michad East seems to
make statementsthat are harsh and pejorativeabout me, but
| am not an adamant man, Sir. So that if my Budgetary
intention was to impose a landfill that as the Rio
Declarationsaid, Sir, caused the polluter to bear the cost of
pollution, I do so with due regard to the public interest and
without distorting international trade and investment. It is
not Government'sintention, Mr. Speaker, in introducing an
environmental levy therefore to distort investments nor
trade arising from this country. Therefore, the charges that
were indicated in the Budget would have gone far and
beyond what would have been necessary for the purpose..

Aside.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Yes, but | said what was
provided as information would have raised more then $2
million and many times over. That is the point. Bad
forecagting! | am not adamant about that, Mr. Speaker,
because what you do as the Member for S. Michael South
knowsis that you get advice rendered to you and thereafter
the consultation takes place because the number of persons
who are involved in the process are very limited. So that
the processof consultation takes placeafter it. So that | am
freely conceding, Sir, that what was set out in the House
last year would have gone way and above what were the
intentions of Government. | have no difficulty whatsoever
in saying this, Mr. Speaker, that it is not my intention in
introducing an environmental levy to distort trade nor to
restrict investment taking place here, and therefore if what
was sad lagt year, Sir, like $1. 00 per pound or per
kilogram for plagtic sheetsor other impositionswould have

- conaulted, Sir, on this matter and |

borne adversdly and beyond the intentions of Government
on the productive sector. We are pragmatic people. That
was not Government'sintention, Sir, and thereforeit is not
going to be reflected in the law. Government's intentionis
in fact, Mr. Speaker, to raise sufficient fundsto be able to
defray part of thecod. | therefore, Mr. Speaker, would like
to draw Members attention to the purposesthat thelevy is
supposed to serve. The levy is supposed to help to defray
the cost of the disposal of refuse, to defray the cost of
operating and maintaining refuse disposal sitesand aso to
assig in financing the preservation and the enhancement of
the environment. | should therefore in that respect, Sir,
make the point that we are also seeing the need for this
environmental levy in the context of the restoration of a §-
day week at the Nationa Conservation Commission. The
Nationa Conservation is an ingtitution whose work bears
upon the preservation and the enhancement of the
environment and the decison to put the workers of the
NCC, whichd|l sidesdf Parliament agreed to, Sir,on a 5-
day week basis rather than a 3-day week basis has added
a permanent additional cost to Government's expenditure.

| shdl dso want to make the point, Sir, that the
exigting legidation governing the operation of the National
Conservation Commissionisrelatively narrow insofar asit
does not dlow the Corporation to be involved in the
genera beautification of Barbados. For example, the
Corporation cannot enter lands and do debushing, cleaning
up and charge the people. We suffer in this country from
problems arising out of the hazards of having the
environment badly managed. Last year there was adengue
outbreak, Sir, and we believe that the Naiond
Conservation Commission now that it isfully operating on
a 5day wesk should not just be involved in specific
beautification but should see its task of involving the
preservation and the enhancement of the environment of
Barbados and that some of these sums therefore are
intended to help us offset theincreasein public expenditure
that arises from the fact the workers of the NCC are now
to work on a 5-day week basisrather than work on a 3-day
week bads.

Now, Mr. Speaker, Sir, the’ House will want to be
informed of the details of the law. Last year | had
announced in my Budget certain charges which if
introduced would have been draconian and included in
them, Sir, were things like a$L 00 per kilogram for plastic
sacks, $L 00 for plastic sheets and 0 on that would have
been passed on in the form of higher domestic cost and
would have affected domestic trade and investment. | have
have therefore
determined to substitute what was provided by way o
announcement in the Budget with the following: That there
will be an ad valorem levy of | per cent of the vaue of
imported goods in containers of plastic, glass, metd o
paper products as well as empty containers, in addition,
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Mr. Speaker, so that those goods that put greatest
environmental hazard will bear alevy equivalentto 1 per
cent of their imported vadue. In addition, Sir, al other
imports will be charged 0.75 per cent levy. Let me put that
in a very simple way that the goods that put the biggest
burden on our solid waste management systems will be
charged 1 cent of thedollar asalevy. On all other imports,
Sir, there will be an ad valorem levy ,of less than 1 cent,
0.75 per cent. As you know, Sir, there are a number o
things like tyres, old refrigerators, washing machines and
s0 on for which specific bulk waste facilities have to be
created and managed, Sir, and there will be a levy
prescribed on them. In the case of a motor vehicle, it is
$150 per vehicle; tyresother than motor cycleand bicycle
tyres $10.00 per tyre, motor cycle tyres $1.00 per tyre,
bicycle tyres $1.00 per tyre, stoves and ranges $15.00 per
stove, refrigerators $15.00 per refrigerator, freezers,
washing machinesand dishwashing machines $15.00 each,
TV sets $10.00 each, mattresses $10.00 and eectric
accumulators $10.00 per battery.

As | said, Sir, these are the items that | have been
advised generdly for which specia provison has to be
madein the provision of appropriatefacilitiesand therefore
an environmenta levy of this nature, Sir, will be attached.
1145 am,

As| said, Sir, this environmentd levy is estimated to
raise approximately $7 million per year and it compares
with the amount provided in the Egtimates to start
constructing alandfill of $8 million, athough weknow that
the cost is going to be higher. It is only going to partly
offsetthecost of establishinglandfills, compostingfacilities
and other waste digposal facilitiesin the country, and on
this point | mugt say that the Government is placing as
much emphasis on the cost to polluters as we are in
providing incentivesto recycling industries. | am therefore
pleased to ask the House to examine the Order exempting
recycling indugtries from the payment of income tax as
forming an integral part of this legidation, a separate but
related part of thelegidation.

| should aso use the opportunity, Sir, to say that
since thesepoalicy initiativeshave been announced we have
had alarge number of statementsof interest by enterprises
interested in converting garbage to useful resources in
Barbados. | should wish the House to have that wise and
handsome epproach to the issue of solid waste
management. Thereareimportant industriesthat stand to be
created in Barbados having to do with the management of
solid waste and the conversion of what is now regarded as
garbage into useful goods that can be used for beneficia
purposes. Therefore, we have an obligation to provide a
fiscal regime to enable those industries to flourish, and |
am pleased to say that the recycling industries will now
benefit for the first time from the existence of a fiscal
regime that treats them in the same way as manufacturing
industries operating under fiscal incentives.

There are, however, Sir, some offers of interest and
datements of interest that are till very futuristic. Among
them is incineration. The advice rendered to us is that
incineration is gtill a very expensive option which cannot
yet be judtified from the point of view of economic and
financid cost and benefit, and therefore while we have
been bombarded with a large number of statements of
interest to establish incineration plants in Barbados, we
have not to date given any encouragementto any enterprise
to believe that incineration is a solution that the
Government would now support as being relevant for
Barbados purposes. We have, however, seen a number o
industries emerge which are not only converting garbage
into useful goods, but also exporting some of the articles
that result from the recycling effort. It just goes to show,
Mr. Speaker, that where thereis a will to set a new course
a mativated private sector will find a way to respond.

| hed earlier said that this matter has been castigated
as being brought to the House late. We have had to go
through a lot of consultation on this matter. We have gone
through a lot of consultation with the owners of public
service vehicles and the Government will also keep its
word in relation to those vehicles very soon. We will. We
have gone through a process of consultationin relation to
this matter with a view to getting a levy that we can dl
agree that will not bear too adversely on domestic cost o
exports in this country. Wha | am, therefore,
recommending to the House, Mr. Spedker, is a levy
gtructured in such a way as to accomplish the purpose o
enabling us to get the true pollutersto pay for the cost of
pollution without distorting private investment and trade.

| dso want to say for the record, Mr. Speaker, that |
have lisgened very carefully for the castigations of the
Other Side about bringing matters to the House relatively
late after theintroduction of a budget. This House has not
in recent years had a largeamount of new legidation, apart
from the stabilisation tax and so on, arising out of budgets,
but we had to structure an environmenta levy through
conaultation with the people whom it would affect. The
Government had to go through this process and it has been
extensive. Thisis new legidation, thisis not an amendment
to exigting legidation. We have had to devel op new specia
deveopment loan legidation. | just want to set it in
context, because | seem to remember that in 1989 the then
Minister of Finance had indicated in his budget:

"l exempted the hotel sector from customs
duties and consumption taxes on inputs needed
for refurbishing or improving their plant.

| now propose to grant these concessionsunder
the Hotd Aids Act which will be amended to
treat refurbishing,or mgjor improvementsin the
same way that an extenson o capacity is
tregted.”
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That was a budgetary proposal, Sir, in 1989. | amn not
aware, | do not want to midead the House, but | am still
checking to seeif the Hotel Aids Act has been amended to
treat refurbishing or major improvementsin the same way
that an extension of capacity is treated arising out of a
budgetary proposa presented to this House as far back as
1989. Perhaps it might have been, and | do not want to
spesk from memory, but | know it has been a sore issue
with the hoteliers. It just goesto show that sometimes with
the best will in the world the intentions expressed in
budgetary statements might depend upon other Ministries.
| know the Ministry of Tourism has been trying for the
longest time to have this matter addressed without the hotel
sector agreeing to what should be included and a lot of
consultation that has ensued about what you can and cannot
include in the list, and that process of consultation takes
extensive time after a Minister of Finance...

Aside.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | just want to say that in
1989 there was this commitment as a budgetary proposal
to change the Hotel Aids Act and that after five years
nothing has happened.

Againg that background, Sir, |1 should like to
commend this measure to the House and ask that this Bill
be read a second time, but in doing so | should like to
bring to Y our Honour's attention that it is now 12. 00 noon
and that | had asked the Leader of the House to have the
item Statementsby Ministersreopened at 12. Q0.

| beg to move that this Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. D. A. C. SIMMONS: | beg to second that, Sir.
11.55 a.m.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg to move that further
consderation of this Environmenta Levy Bill be
postponed.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Spéaker, it is
announced from Buckingham Palace that Her Mgesty the
Queen, on the recommendation of Her Mgjesty's Ministers
in Barbados, has been gracioudy pleased to approve the
appointment of Sir Clifford Straughn Husbands, Knight of
St. Andrew, as the Governor-Genera of Barbados in
succession to the late Dame Ruth Nita Barrow. The
appointment will take effect from June 1, 199%.

| am also pleased to be able to announce that in
keeping with tradition Her Majesty the Queen has aso
agreed to confer on Sir Clifford the honour and the dignity
of Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of
St. Michael and St. George.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Hon. D. A. C. SSMMONS: Mr. Speaker, | beg to
move that consideration of Item 8 on the Order Paper be
resumed.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | beg to second that.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, the Bill before us
today provides this country with an opportunity...

Asides.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, asfar as| am aware
my contributions are to this House of Assembly and for the
record of this House and not for the record of propaganda
or for cheap political gains in the Press. | spesk to this
Honourable House and | am not aware that there are any
Press persons around. So my contribution will be based on
the Bill before this House and | certainly would not want
to be sidetracked on such an important Bill even though |
appreciate that the recently made announcement may in
fact have a tremendous impact on the society.

Mr. Speaker, this Bill before the House today is
intended to defray the cost of the disposal of refuse
generated by the use of imported goodsand it is secondly
to defray the cost of operating and maintaining refuse
disposa sites and thirdly it isfor the preservationand the
enhancement of the environment and for related matters.

For some time, it has been my belief that this country
has been subjected to a public outcry by the residents of
Bennetts and Arch Hall in St. Thomas and those cries of
affected citizens were ably supported by their then
parliamentary representative, the Honourable Member for
St. Thomas, and in seeking to represent his constituentshe
gave the country certain promisesthat the Barbados L abour
Party then in Opposition if they so happened to form a
Government would be in a position to provide an
aternative landfill in the snap of afinger or in a very short
space of time.

That prompted us to believe that the disposal of solid
waste management was smply the provisionof an area of
land for the dumping of solid waste and that it could be
done overnight and that an administration which for the
first imein the 1990s sought to introduce into Barbados a
scientific approach to land filling... It was a sad event that
the debate went down the path of seeking to score cheap
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political points in representation of people while
condemning an administration that for the first time was
seeking to introducea scientific landfill,

The Minigter of Finance, the Right HonourablePrime
Minister, indicated today that he understood the congtraints
of the country a the time when while we were in the
middle of a gabilisation programme we found ourselves
unable to provide the resources to satisfy the proper and
efficient management of that scientific landfill which hed
been developed by the Democratic Labour Party. That was
most unfortunateand | regret that it ever happened, that we
were subjected to a landfill that to some extent was not
managed in a manner that would have ensured that the
entire operation was a success, even though we are
admitting that it was in fact a new scientific gpproach to
landfills in Barbados.

Like anything else in this country, we dart
somewhere and we seek to correct the wrongs of a new
development if it has gonewrong. The point is that this
Democratic Labour Party when in office sought to make
sure that solid waste disposal was progressing down a nev
path and we certainly deserve the credit for having
introduced that programme.

Mr. Speaker, | think it isimportant for this country to
understand that solid waste and landfilling is a minute
segment of a solid waste disposal programme for this
country and we must not be confused into believing that to
site a landfill or make an area of land available to the
disposa of wasteis a programme of solid waste disposal
in this country. Mr. Speaker, there are severa components
o a solid waste programme and | think for the benefit of
membersand certainly for the benefit of therecordsadf this
House, when higtory is recorded the historians will record
that this House of Assembly had the benefit and
underganding of what is the entire dructure o an
integrated solid waste management problem.

Certainly, Sir, | am going to place on record my
understanding of that programme.
1205 p.m,

First of all, Mr. Speaker, | an refemng to the fina
Reportof the Environmental | mpact Assessment which was
commissioned by the Government of Barbados. | will make
it availableto memberswho would want to Seit, but | am
sure that other memberswill have access to it. On page 22
it deals with the collection of garbage. The report says. -

"The Programme proposes improvements to the
present method of waste collection from
householders. The education of the public is a key
pat of this programme, to entrain the public to

separate their waste into the appropriate waste
dreams. It is proposed that waste be separated at
source to the degree feasible, that is, in the
household, and at commercia or industrial sources.
The waste would be segregated into:

- municipa solid waste (largely food, packaging,
miscellaneous);

- bulky waste (eg., car wrecks and old stoves);
- yard waste (grass trimmings, branches, et cetera);

- gpecid waste (sewerage dudge, abattoir blood,
kitchen grease);

- recyclables.

These wastes would be diverted to a national sanitary
landfill, a bulky waste disposa site, a composting
site, and various recycling routes, respectively.

As pointed out e sewherein this Report, the diversion
of solid waste in this manner could result in a
reduction of some 68%in the amount of waste to be
disposed in a sanitary landfill,

The Programme will entail improvements for solid
waste collection such as having community disposal
sitesand the rerouting of the collecting system.”

Immediately, Sir, you are starting to get a picture that
the disposa of solid waste in this country is not purely a
decison to site a landfill in a specific area. | will go on,
Sir. Other considerationsthat are noted and recorded on the
same page 2 are:

"TRANSPORTATION AND WASTE TRANSFER
A Waste Transfer Station will be necessay..."

It isimportant, Sir, for me to read thisinto the record
because | an going to be commenting on it in a broad
sense later on in my addressbut | think it is important for
me to reed thisinto the record.

"A Waste Transfer Station will be a necessary feature
of the Programme if the proposed sanitary landfill
facility islocated & Greenland or any location distant
from the waste centroid.”

Now, | noted with great interest that the Right
Honourable Prime Minister avoided debate on the question
o Greenland. | think it is important that we place a the
disposa of thisHousedl of the considerationsavailableto
this country as to the correct approach to the disposal of
solid waste and by extenson to the protection of the
environment on behdf o the peopledf this country.
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A Waste Transfer Station will be a necessary feature
of the Programme if the proposed sanitary landfill facility
is located at Greenland or any location distant from the
waste centroid, the waste centroid being that area which is
available to al parishesin Barbados and certainly, where
the present landfill is located at Mangrove that, for
example, is considered to be the centroid podtion of the
country. | just want to be clear that we understand that the
preferred position would be to have a landfill that isin the
centroid of the country. It goes on:

"The purpose of the transfer station (which, if in the
event a decison is taken to take it out of the centroid
location) is to accept solid wagte from the collection
vehicles, balethe wastein compact form, and transfer
the baled waste to a large vehicle which will convey
it to the sanitary landfill. This will considerably
decrease the number of vehicle trips to and from the
sanitary landfill, (i.e. to 7 vehicle trips per day, as
opposed to more than 80 if there were no transfer
gtations and the collection vehicles conveying it
directly to the landfill). The transfer gation will
receive municipal solid waste from the southern
parishes, while solid wastefrom the northern parishes
of . Lucy, St. Andrew, St. Peter and St. Joseph will
be taken directly to the landfill site. The transfer
dation will only accept municipd waste. Bulky
wastes and special waste, (for example, abattoir
blood, kitchen grease and yard waste) will not be
accepted at the transfer station but will be redirected
to the bulky waste disposa site and composting
facility, respectively.

Monitoring of the waste will be done at the transfer
gation for materials that should not go to the sanitary
landfill. All of the unloading, baling and loading
operations will be carried out inside the building
which will have atmospheric controlsto limit offsite
odours and noise. The vehicle is weighed before and
after off-loading so that the weight of the waste
accepted by the transfer sation can be monitored.”

Mr. Speaker, the whole process goeson and on. | am
not trying to weary you, neither an | playing for time for
the journalists to return, but | think it is necessary to place
dl of thisin therecord of the House.

Now, Sir, section 26:
"COMPOSTING AND SPECIAL LIQUIDS

Composting is the name given to the controlled, solid
phase, aerobic biodegradation of organic matter. The
rich organic soil mix generated in this process is
caled compost. Compost can be used to add to
agricultural and garden soil to improve its nutrient
content and overall structure.

The tem “specia liquids™ includes abattoir blood,
kitchen grease and sewage dudge. Under the
proposed Programme, these liquids, which are
presently land disposed in trenches, will be disposed
of at the compodting facility.”

Hon. Sir HAROLD St. JOHN: On a point of order,
Sir. | hateto interrupt the HonourableMember in hisstride
but | must admit that the Honourable Member is not
complying with the rules of the House. | do not believe
that therules of this House dlow any Honourable Member
to quote by reading extensively from every document in
that way. OF course, the Honourable Member can refer to
the document but not read it extensively like what the
Honourable Member is doing.

Secondly, Sir, | draw to your atention and ask
whether the Honourable Member is making that document
a document of the House?

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member did say that
he would make it a document of the House. Could you
proceed, please?

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, | am making the
point,and | want to set the debate in the context that solid
waste is not just smply a process that a decison is made
to sitealandfill. | am clearly seeking to identify that there
is an entire process that has to be gone through so that |
can clearly expose the folly of making statements in a
congtituency that | an going to see that a landfill is shut
down overnight and it will be open by June 30 of this year
and two years since the publicis not able to have accessto
the landfill that was promised. | want to make the point
that it is not a process that this country can teke in a
smple vacuum where we can treet it as a politica debate.
It is a very serious debate and it must be clearly
understood. The records of this House must be understood
fully because | an not satisfied that the Honourable
Members on that Side want to make al the information
available to the country S0 that they can be the judge.
12.15 p.m.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: On a point of order,
Sir. Mr. Speaker, in Vying to suggest that Members on this
side do not want to make the information available to the
country, the Honourable Member is mideading the House
insofar as dl o the reports that were available and
certainly the one from which the Honourable Member is
reading were given to every media house in Barbadosand
left us to them to copy from it what they will. So the
information has been made available to the media and to
the public through the media. Every single media housein
Barbados has one.
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Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, | amvery grateful
to the Honourable Minister for indicating that the
informationis available but to the best of my knowledgeit
has not been made available to this House and | amtoday,
taking this opportunity to make it available to this House
so that | can spesk and understand clearly that this House
understands that there is a clear understanding about the
framework of a solid waste disposal programme.

So, Mr. Spesker, if | can continue,and | will continue
to indicate that | was speaking under section 2(6) of this
document and | am indicating, Sir, that the proposed
location of the composting facility...

Mr. SPEAKER: Honourable Member you are quoting
now to support your point?

Mr. J. 0. TUDOR: Yes, | am And | am outlining all
of the different processes that have to be gone through.

Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, let us hear the Honourable
Member.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: The proposed location of the
composting facility is at Dayrells Plantation, St. Michedl.
Weekly collection of yard waste from residential homes
will be accepted a this Ste. Private haulage will bring
smilar yard waste from resorts and hotels, blood, grease,
sawerage dush and grease trap pumping. The liquid waste
to be stored in separate holding tanks on the Site prior to
incorporation in the compost. The waste will be placed in
windrows on top of an impervious pad. This pad will be
doped so that liquid leaching out of the piles will run off.
into a pond and be used to wet rows of compog. Sir, it is
awhole process.

Waste minimization is another consideration where
the objective of a solid waste management programme
clearly would introduce waste minimization which is an
integral part especialy in a country as small as Barbados
where we do not have large available land spaces that we
can just smply go and dump garbage which would not be
of any kind of a hindrance to the resdentsdf this country.
So we have to consider dl different types of programmes
before we are able to just Smply make a decision about a
landfill which is a process that has to be gone through.

Waste minimization: As part of the programme it is
proposed that a nationa source reduced policy be
implemented to improve the following elements which are
outlined in the feasibility study...

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member, please. If
the Chair might offer you some guidance. | do not think,
according to the rules, the rules clearly state that you may

——

read extracts from books or papers other than newspapers
in support of your argument and based on what is said here
it means therefore that you must put forward an argument,
a point. | do not think you could smply give a title and
say, waste minimization or whatever it is and then just
continue to read the document. | think you have to make a
point according to the rules about waste minimization.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, | made the point.

Mr. SPEAKER: | am not saying you cannot reed it or
you cannot quote.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: | meade the point up front, Sir, that
there is a perception in this country that solid waste
disposa is smply a matter of a politician making a
decision that a landfill cannot be sited in his constituency.
By such and such atime he is going to shut it down. | am
going to open up anew landfill, condemn an administration
that wasintroducing a scientificapproach to landfilling and
to solid waste disposal in this country. | am setting out
clearly, Sir, that there is a lot of business that has to be
discussed before we can enter into a decision about Siting
a landfill or debating a solid waste disposal programme.
This is tedious, Mr. Speaker, and if that is not making a
point, | am trying to make the point that theseare dl areas
that have to be consdered. We are discussing today alevy
that is introduced and | am going to develop my speech,
Mr. Speaker. If Honourable Members are as tired as they
have been suggesting that they are, | suggest that they dll
wak out of the House becausetoday is going to be along,
long day. It can be boring or whatever because something
that is asimportant as the environment in this country they
would find boring because it has to ded with the
environment on behdf o the mass of the people o this
country so thet is a boring topic.

Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, let us hear the Honourable
Member. Proceed please.

Mr. J O. TUDOR: So, Mr. Speaker, waste
minimization is an integral part of a solid waste disposa
progranme. A national procurement policy encouraging
recyclable materiad which the Honourable Minister of
Financereferred to today is very interesting in that regard.

Digtribution of procurement guidelinesand a list of
qudified products, distribution of list of vendors applying
environmenta friendly products, showcasing and publishing
source reduction success stories conssting in the
employment of drop-off depots. Advertising, duty free
concessons to recyclers, landfill bans and fines, tax
holidays, and then we come to the point of an
environmenta levy which the Honourable Member
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indicated he would want to impose, not in a manner that he
had suggested in the 1996 budget but in a manner that
would not distort investment or trade in this country.

Sir, al of this has to take place beforea decison can
be made about the siting of a landfill in this country. Sir,
the Honourable Minister of Finance, the Honourable Prime
Minister, indicated that thiscountry was very heavily taxed,
overtaxed, that the tax was a burden on the backs o the
peopled thiscountry. Well he did correct it today because
he to some extent made me to revise my presentation
because | wanted to point out that if he had in fact gone
ahead and introduced al of the taxes reative to this
environmental levy as he had planned to do then we would
have had an enormous burden of taxation on the backs of
the people in this country.

What we have seen, Sir, is the Prime Minister and
Honourable Minister of Financetoday revising his postion
and indicating that the new levy which is now to raise
fundsto the tune of $7 million in this financid year as the
result o an ad vaorem levy of 0.75% on al goods except
thosereferred to in paragraphs 1 and 3 and an ad vaorem
levy of 1% on al goods imported in containers made of
plastic, glass or metal, goods imported in containers made
of paper boards or empty containers made o plagtic, glass,
metal and paper boards. And the whole list of description
of goodslike motor vehicles, tyresand so on arelisted. Sir,
these taxes are new taxes. Thisis an entirdy new Bill. It
isa new tax by an adminigtration that condemned the
Democratic Labour Party for the introduction o levies.
There was a stabilisationlevy, they criticised it. There was
an unemployment levy, they criticised it. There was a
hedlth levy, they criticised it.

12.25 p.m.

Every single levy that was introduced by the
Democratic Labour Party Administration was condemned
by the Barbados Labour Party and it is short of shocking
that they would find it possible in 1996 to introduce into
this House o Assembly a Bill to collect a levy from the
taxpayersaf thiscountry. But in addition to that, thisis not
adirect tax. Thisisatax that is going to hit the small, big
size man, everybody in the same way. Every single
Barbadian will have to pay the same rate of taxation on
this levy whether you are poor, whether you are
unemployed, or whether you are a housewife. Every single
person in Barbados will have to pay. In addition, what
frightens me, Mr. Spesker, is that when the Stamp Duty
was introduced to this country by the Barbados Labour
Party Adminigtration it started very smdl and over the
years we saw that tax increase to the extent that it reached
some 15 per cent on the C.I.F. cost of goods into this
country.

Yet again, we are seeing now the introduction of an
Environmental Levy that has the potentia to increase over
the years because, as | outlined and as it is cealy
understood by the Minigter of Finance, the amount of
money that is being derived from this levy will ill not be
sufficient to satisfy the mitigating circumstances of putting
a landfill in place as wel as absorbing the cost of the
additiona workersat the NCC and so forth. What we have,
Sir, isa Government that came into office totally confused,
without a solid waste programmewho find themselvesnow
making stop gap measures here, there and everywhere to
satisfy a means to an end and this is not comprehensive
planning. They have done this, Sir, in spite of the efforts
by the former administration to systematically put in place
a solid waste programme that would be responsible, well
researched, well-understood and had to be dealt with in
relation to the available resources of this country at the
time.

Sir, we could talk, we can plan and we can do dl
kinds of programmes. But unless there is the money
available you cannot do it.

Aside.

Mr. J. 0. TUDCR But, Mr. Speaker, on the one hand
the Government is saying that there are too many levies.
They condemn them. On the other hand, they are saying
that taxation is too high and that it isa burden on the backs
of the peoplein this country. On the other hand, they are
saying that yes, they can put this landfill in place in 30
days or as soon as they win the Government they can put
a new landfill in place. Sir, on top of all of that, they then
come back to this House of Assembly in traditional BLP
styleand discard everything that they have said before and
now introduce a levy which will have the impact of more
taxes on the backs of the poor people and, in fact, an
everybody in this country — more tax, more tax on top of
the peoplein this country.

But, Mr. Speaker, there is another frightening
development coming out of this entire Bill that | dready
placed on the record of this House and | am going to
repeat it again. The Minister of Finance in his Budgetary
Proposasaf 1995 indicated that there will be atipping fee
of some $40.00 per tonneand | indicated last year during
the Budget presentation that that will spell doomsday for a
number of privatetruckers who are presently operating and
tying garbage to the landfill on behdf of companiesand
individuals at a price of some $80.00 per truck load
regardless of the weight of the garbage. But once this tax
is introduced it will mean, Sir, that a truck that has the
capacity to carry 10 tonnes of load will have to charge
their client $480.00 to dump that garbage wherever a
decison is made to creste the landfill and the Government
said they will be placing it a Greenland. It means, Sir,
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for an 18-tonne truck it would cost $720. 00 which will
meen that the businessman or the consumer or a pason
building a house or whoever will have to pay $720. 00 if
they engage the sarvices d an 18-tonne truck a the
proposed rate of $40. 00 per tipping fee.

Sir, busnessmen in this country do not absorb cod.
They pass cost on to the conumer and every single
busness house that has to employ truckers to remove
garbage in these numbers from their places will pass on
that cogt to the consumer in some form. So in addition to
the taxes that are going to be hegped on the backs of the
taxpayers d this country and everybody, they will haveto
pay a proportion of this tipping fee which is going to be
passed on to them.

Now, Sir, | am going to show you the danger of this
dtuation. There are over a hundred amdl truckersin this
country who will most probably, and | must make this
ggi’\r}t before| say what | was about to say. The Sanitation

ice Authority trucks will be exempted from the
payment o this tipping fee and that you know, Mr.
Spesker, is short o being a laugh. Because this efficient
Adminigration would you bdieve it, Sir, is ungble to
provide trucks today to collect garbage around in ay o
the S. Michad condituencies in a meaningful way. All
ove Bridgetownand . Miched garbageis to be collected
because they have no trucks. But the Sanitation Service
Authority truckswill be exempted from paying the tipping
fee at the garbage dumps. They will be exempted. So it
means that persons will have to go to the Sanitation
Service Authority whose trucks will probably be broken
dowvn and they will be unable to get their garbage
trangported because that is the only way they will be able
tosavecos if they go to the Sanitation Service Authority.

Now, Sirr, you know and | know that with
unemployment, despite the promises o this adminigtration
that they would create 30 000 jobs, there is no movement
in the direction of creeting any jobs and there are amdl
truckerswho are self-employed in an a ea where the amdl
men has gone and bought himsdf a truck and is looking
for a way to make a dallar. Now he will find himsdf
having to pay these enormous tipping fees and as a result
o the competition he will get from a Sanitation Service
Authority that will probably be ill-equipped will have to
compete and will probably not be able to get anymore
busness. It is a serious problem. Sir, what will they do to
surviveand they are going to try to survive? You may find
that many o them may take advantage of the fact just like
how many defaultersin this country collect the NIS money
and do nat pay it in and collect PAYE deductionsand do
not pay it in. Do you understand, Mr. Spesker, tha the
likelihood existsthat they may in fact be tempted to collect
the tipping fee and then, rather than dump the garbage in
the appropriatedump or in the appropriatelandfill and you

mey find tha they end up dumping the garbege al over
Barbados and creating an environmenta hazard throughout
the length and breadth o Babados medy by the
introduction of the tipping fee that will have an impact on
the consumers o this country? It will have an impact an
the pockets, eventudly, of the residents in this country.
12.35 p.m.

Sir, | should bring the House's attention to what hes
heppened in Trinidad and Tobago, because the same
consultants that are advisng the Barbados Government
advised the Trinidad Government with regard to the
placement d alandfill whichis over 60 kilometers outside
the Trinidad main living environment. In Trinided, as a
result o this same kind of process, the truck men are
dropping the garbage anywhere, in any hole or gully, and
they are now burning garbage to get rid of flies and
mosquitoes and things like that.

Thisis nat an issue we can take lightly. My debate
today is not one of apolitica nature, but | intend to goesk
cearly. If wearetalking about theenvironment, then let us
have a good debate about it. | am not seeking to be
offensve to the Government, because | have dready
dismissed the palitical pogtion they held, but | think they
are showing a willingness to retract from an unfortunae
postion and | think we have to hep them dong the way,
becauseif we werein fact the Administration, as we were
in fact doing, we would have continued in the professiond
manng that we were going in developing a solid wadte
programme for this country.

Sir, | am going to have to question whether this levy
is not on contravention o the Prices and Incomes Protocoal,
becausefor some time it seemsto me that the emphass o
the Prices and Incomes Protocol is a process that focusses
only on peoples wages, that the wages of the workersin
this country must be hdd down, that there must be wege
restraint. Even during our time there was a sdlary cut and
al o that was done in an atempt to save the Barbados
dollar. So | am going to question whether or not thisisen
infringement of the Prices and Incomes Protocol, because
the tendency is to focus on wages, and the smal men who
can bardly survive in this environment today will now have
on his back additiona cogtsby way o taxation. This was
not promised to him by the Barbados Labour Party, he was
promisad an ease. He was told that they could get the job
done - and | an not going to ded with the whole process
at the Queen Elizabeth Hospita and those other aress, that
is a separate debate that would take another whole day -
because they were aware o the financia condraintsd the
country, yet al o these promises were made Yet they
reintroduced a Prices and Incomes Protocol and | am
questioning whether or not thisis an infringement o that
Protocal.
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Sir, the Bill indicates, at Clause 8, that the
environmenta levy collected shdl be pad into the
Consolidated Fund. | understand the languagein that very
clearly, Sir, and the Right Honourable Prime Minister
aluded to it in his address where he indicated thet he did
not want to progress with charging of the fees because he
did not want to be charged for having placed the money
into the Consolidated Fund and they hed in fact not put the
landfill in place as yet. My concernisthat once thesefunds
go into the Consolidated Fund, this Parliament will have a
clear understanding that any money derived from an
environmenta levy, which we consider to be unfortunateat
thistime given the circumstances, those proceedswill only
be usad in areas that will improve the general environment
of Barbados and I would have no difficulty if they are used
for the developmént of alandfill, disposd Ste or anything
that would improve the environment of this country. |
certainly would have no d fficuty with that, but | would
hate to think that like other situations where money is
collected and placed in the Consolidated Fund, that wefind
that these areas are discarded and we again have other
priorities that crop up from time to time that would push
thé environment Shto the background.

., Now, Sir, | really set the debate so that we have to
understand that when we raise money for a landfill there
are d| kinds of problems throughout this entire Barbados
that need addressing and that we would have to dlocate
funds, Whether we'use funds from this specificlevy or not,
T “beheve money should be earmarked for the generd
improvement of the environment in severd o the
categories | would want to list.

There are chicken farms and pig fams al over
Barbados. There are chicken farms in every single
congtituency that are creating problems for resdents. My
concernisthat thereare technica detailsavailable that can
improve the environment and | would like the Government
to embark on an educationa programme where dl o the
farmers or personsinterested in setting up these farms are
sengitised to the pollution of the environmentand that some
money be alocated to ded with the problem of the stench
from chickenfarmsand pigf ar s across Barbados. It need
not happen, because as we look at scientific approachesto
solid waste management | think we have to take this into
consideration.

Aside.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: It istrue. | think his is probably
one of the best they have in Barbados.

Asides.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: | have promised to go and seeit.
| have not seen it...

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us continue, please.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: ...
problem.

but 1 know it is a mgor

Sir, | spoke about the non-collection of garbage. That
isa magor problem, as far as | am concerned. | am not a
technocrat, | amnot adoctor, | am not a health inspector...

Aside.

Mr. J. 0. TUDOR: Sir, | will not gointo thisquestion
as to who these persons fathers are, because my father did
not keep a rum shop. If my father kept a rum shop, you
know whet | would be.

Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please. Order, plesse!
Honourable Members, et us hear the Honourable Member
and would you please cut out the Asides? Continue, please.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: | have aready dealt with the non-
collection of garbage. Can you imagine that a Government
tha made such a hue and cry about Mount Stinkeroo,
which turned to Mount Pleasant, which has now turned
back to a Mount Something, becauseitis still smellinglike
Mount Stinkeroo, it till has a ench...

Aside.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Do not tell me that. | went and
experienced it mysdf and it does have a scent. Even if the
scent has improved, it till has a bad scent coming from it.
Garbage will dways have a bad scent. There are some
Situations when you even complete a landfill and there are
exposures because of cracks or whatever, you can gtill run
therisk o bad scents emanating from it.

12.45 p.m.

So don't say that it does not have abad smell. It does
amd| badly and anywhere you go, you are going to have
problems with the landfill, especialy inasmdl society like
ours.

Sir, | an o the view that some immediate attention
will have to be pad to the problems at the Sanitation
Service Authority because something has gone radicaly
wrong up there. The whole place, at the Sanitation Service
Authority, is bresking down. There is no management.
Everything seems to be going topsy turvy, There are no
parts, no vehicles. They were trying had and dl of a
sudden something has gone wrong at the Sanitation Service
Authority. They started good and all of a sudden now
something has gone wrong.

| amnot commenting on any personditiesor anything
likethat. It isafact that at the Sanitation Service Authority
they have amgjor problem with equipment. If weare going
into a new process where we are developing a landfill
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within the short term in Greenland or wherever we are
going to put it, it is a mgor problem that is going to call
for mgjor financing. Now that Government knew that. That
Barbados Labour Party Government understood that we
weregoing to have problemsin thisregard. They knew that
we have limited resources yet they bdly-ached and
convinced the whole of Barbados that we were uncaring,
that we were unable to manage thelandfill. Y et, today this
caring and efficient Government has the temerity to be in
here after failing to collect garbaged| across Barbadosfor
the last few weeks. Barely collecting garbage. This caring
Government, | wonder what they would say. Sir, not only
Mount Stinkeroo smelling, Government Hill, Macaroni
Village, Pepperoni Village, dl over Barbados, smelling.

Mr. SPEAKER: These are all your consgtituencies?

M. J O. TUDOR: ... Because of the failure of this
Government to collect garbage in this country. The whole
of Barbados is smelling, wherever you go, there is a bad
smell. Itisal over Barbados that is stink because of their
failure to collect garbage, especialy in Bridgetown. | used
to write calypso and | am not too sure that | might not
comeout of retirement.

Sir, | want to deal with another serious problem that
we are facing in this country and it has to do with the
digposd of offal. For sometime | have been trying to find
out exactly what is happening with the fish offa... |
understood that the Minister has indicated to this House
that they were dumping it at sea, and the Honourable
Member for §. Lucy quiterightly pointed out that that was
in contravention of theinternationd laws of the seaand it
should not be happening. Y et we were told that they were
dumping offal at sea.

| understand that they are still from time to time
dumping offal at Mangrove. Whether they are now paying
stricter atention toit, | have not been able to see it myself.
| am not going to report inaccurady. It is my
understanding that they are <till dumping offa at sea and
they are till dumping some of the anima offa from the
abattoir at Mangrove Dump even though we were told that
that had to stop immediately because that was creating a
bigger problem at Mangrove. | think that when we spoke
in terms of bad management that one of the problems we
had was that they were dumping offa at that dump and |
felt that was wrong and that it should be processed.

What has happened, and | amaware of it, and | an
glad that it has happened, and it is my understanding that
there is a rendering plant that has been solicited in
Barbados. When we were in the Government we were
certainly part of the negotiations to make sure that a proper
rendering plant was brought into Barbados. We have gone
out of office but | understand that those plans were still
progressed and very shortly we will see a rendering plant
open in Barbados.

| can only spesk of what | know because | spoke to
the people myself. Nobody told me about it. | am fully
aware of it. The rendering plant will probably eiminate
that problem and it will have a value for the society
because the residue will be able to be used for fertiliser
which is an improvement.

Sir, you can see the trend that there is a development
in Barbadoswhere we are starting to pay strict atention to
the integrated solid waste management of garbage in this
country and not simply by doing it by the snap of a finger
and saying | amgoing to put alandfill hereand just Smply
calling that a day, that is the end of the problem. It is a
process that you have to go through.

Sir, there is a mgor problem we are having in
Barbadosand that has to do with the burning of garbagein
villages. If the Sanitation Service Authority is failing to
collect garbage you will notice that there has been an
ecdation o the burning of garbage in villages and
communities across Barbados. | am sure Sir, that in your
own condtituency you have noticed that where because o
thefailureof the Sanitation Service Authority to collect the
garbage and because of the stench and so forth and in order
to eradicate the stench from their own communities they
have resorted again as they used to do many years ago to
burn garbagein their own districts. It is annoying.

Aside.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: ...They are sitting down at the
Sanitation Service Authority from 5 o'clock a morning to
3 o'clock waiting on a truck and thereis no truck for them
to go out on. So you cannot blame them if there are no
trucks for them to drive. But they are at work and they
have done a good job. Many of them have gone beyond
their call to satisiy the needs of the people.

It is a mgor problem that has emerged in this
country, Mr. Speaker, and | am sure that we will have to
pay some attention to it. If we are going to raise funds
from an Environmenta Levy, some of those funds must be
earmarked for the proper training, public relations
programme, educational programmeto make surethat these
kinds o practices are eradicated.

Mr. Speaker, thereisa mgjor problem again with the
gullies in this country. With the rains of 1995, you would
have noticed that there were many swampy areas around
Barbados where we had mosquitoes, fliesand other insects
and there was an outbreak of denguefever last year despite
the Minigter trying to downplay it. There was a new large
outbreak of dengue fever last year, despite the Honourable
Minister believing that the mosguitoes were only in my
head or buzzing around my head. There was a mgor
outbreak, in the Minister'sown constituency, of fliesand so
forth.
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Aside.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, | undergtand that
they want to take a bresk and | will resume after the breek.

SUSPENSION

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: | beg to move that this
House be suspended until 2 o'clock today.

Hon. R. C. EASTMOND: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
and Mr. SPEAKER suspended the House accordingly.
12.55 p.m,

RESUMPTION

Mr. SPEAKER: This dtting is resumed. The
Honourable Member for St. Michad Eadt.

Mr. J O. TUDOR: Mr. Spedgker, prior to the
suspension | was dealing with some o the environmentd
problemsthat are currently affecting Barbados and urging
that the entire process should be looked at, not necessarily
in the context of a landfill, but in terms of the entire
problems with waste disposd and bad environmenta
practicesthat have the effect of disturbing the environment.
| was a that point dealing with the problem o burning of

garbage in villages.

| wanted to make the point just before the suspension
that there were some red examples particularly in the S.
Michad aress that are serioudy affecting the residents of
. Michad and in particular | refer to the Ellis Quarry, for
example, if | can use that as an example. It may be
important for me to mention it very early because | am
quite clear in my mind that the particular representativefor
that area will not mention it, so | will seek to do that job
for him.

The Ellis Quarry lies in the congtituency of St
Michad West Centrd. That particular quarry, as an
example, continues to affect the children a the S
Stephen's School. You know that with the advent of asthma
- | mysdf asan asthmatic — one o the reasonswhy | get
o involved in the environment is because | am very badly
affected not only by the vegetation of the country but aso
by the atmosphere. The dightest thing triggers athma and
you know that asthma can be very fatal and sudden.
Certainly thisis why | consider this debate as one that we
have to take serioudy because bad environmenta habits
can lead to sudden death. The children a &. Stephen's
School and some families have had to abandon houses in
theimmediatearea just like the residentsof Arch Hall and

Bennetts who have been affected. We have had theseki nds
of problemssurfacing in other areas, and certainly the Ellis
Quarry isone.

Thereareother quarriesin Murray'sLand, Rogersand
so forth where a smilar thing is taking place. As a broad
policy, rather than us repeating a Stuation where an
Oppositionis seeking to say to the people of Barbadosthat
an adminigtration is failing to do A, B and C maybe
becaused the financia congtraintsthat are availableto the
adminigtration at the time, do not let us get caught up in
that kind of a debate. Let us deal with the development of
it and try to keep it within adevelopmenta base according
to the resources we have available to us. So we will
continue to take a responsible position in this particular
debate.

Now, Sir, | did not get the chance before the
suspension to deal with the whole question of dead
animas. This is a mgor problem in Barbados. It is
offensive. | have spent a long time being associated with
tourism directly with the marketing of Barbadosasatourist
destination. One of the mgor stumbling blocks to our
image is the fact that in Barbados we are leaving dead
animals to lie on the roads until they swell. Why it
continues to happen, | really do not know. It is a mgor
problem. We just seem to drive past them. People wak
past them. They smell terrible. They ook temble. They are
offensive to the society yet we are quite prepared to sit
down day after day and pass these animals in the road
without doing anything abot it.

Aside.

Mr. J O. TUDOR: It was a problem under both
adminigtrations. It was a problem under the Democratic
Labour Party Adminigtration. | am saying that the efforts
a eradicating it must continue because | raised a lot o
cane about it. | wrote to the Sanitation Service Authority
about it and | have repeatedly made calls that they should
do something about the dead animals that are eft lying on
the roads from time to time.

Now, Sir, let me tun my attention to Greenland.
Greenland, Mr. Speaker, as you can determine from my
presentation so far, clearly by the actions we have seen and
witnessed by this present Administration, they are presently
doing a hatchet job at Greenland. The advent of Greenland
is nothing more than a hatchet job. | have made the point
and | have made it over and over again that the landfill
aeais just one segment of the entire solid waste plan and
that we cannot debate Greenland in that context. We have
to look at solid wagte disposal in a holistic manner. | think
that is what we would have to term Greenland because of
the approach of this Administration where the Greenland
dte that is proposed to be introduced is just merely a stop
gap measure as the Government cannot decide just what
the national plan is for the management of waste.
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Now, Sir, | an aware tha there needs to be
significantlegidation that will haveto accompany any solid
waste management plan. The specifics of that legidation
will have to be gone into and it would be dlly for any
adminigtration to assume that overnight they can just
smply make decisionsbecauseall kindsdf processes have
to be gone through beforethat final decision can be made.

| want to again point out, Mr. Speaker, the folly in
seeking to score cheap political gains by condemning an
administration about one particular areaof Barbadoswhere
therewas somedegreedf mismanagement, even though the
approach was a new scientific one, yet the same
adminigtration that condemned theformer administrationis
now alowing totd decay in the environment of Barbados
where we can see the total collapse of the Sanitation
Service Authority with regard to the collection of garbage
around the country.

Mr. Speaker, | want to make another point to
emphasize why | think it is undedrable for any
administration to just smply believe that they can just take
a decision that they are going to Greenland. Greenland is
in the Scotland District of Barbados. The Democrétic
Labour Party, when it wasin office, commissioneda\Water
Loss Study which was financed by the Inter-American
Development Bank. By strangecoincidence theWater Loss
Study may, in fact, and | have very good reason to believe,
identify Greenland in the Scotland Disgtrict as an area for
the trapping of surfacewater. Now, Sir, you are aware
that the water resource base of Barbadosis amost 100 per
cent dlocated. It meansthat with future development a the
present growth rate at about 4 per cent that the alocation
base of Barbadoswill be completely wiped out by the year
2000. In another three or four years time we will not be
able to alocate any new water to any new developments
whether it is for housing, agricultural development, golf
courses, sporting devel opment or tourism devel opment, and
that isa red point.

Now, if the Government does not understand that you
have, to completea Water Loss Study before you enter into
a determination that you are going to place a landfill in
Greenland, then something hasto be fundamenta ly wrong.
| am submitting that the Government should wait and
exhaust al avenues, havea clear understanding of the total
picture of solid waste disposal before a rash or a hatchet
job is done at Greenland which we may regret in years to
come.

Sir, it may aso meen that the Scotland Didtrict hasto
be looked at in the context that the country may, in fact,
have to prioritise the placement of a desdination plant in
the event that we are unable to find new water resource
bases in Barbados because the aquifers that presently
supply water to thiscountry areall identified. Every single
one o them is identified and if 1 had the map | would

point every one of them to you to show that they have
dready been identified. We are either going to dart
trapping surface water or we are going to have to introduce
programmes to sensitise housewives and householders in
this country about the trapping of water on their homes
where we would be able to accumulate additional water
supply on a daily basisin this country.

Sir, to make a decison that we are going to
Greenland by such and such a date is a lie and it should
never have been canvassed to the people of Barbados
because it was not achievable. They could not do it. It was
a fase intention because it was an intention that could not
have been achieved but yet it was done to appease people
in a political context. It is a sad reflection, and the people
o S. Thomas should punish the Barbados Labour Party
and make sure that they never ever again have a
representative that sits in this House of Assembly.

210 p.m.

Now, Sir, | want to make the point and there are
some submissions. There are a lot of things that the
Government has to consider. There have been suggestions
that in seeking to handle the problem that adecision could
be taken by an administration which would dlow the
separation of garbage to be such that we can take some
solid waste like rubble and that kind of substance. There
are proposas that have been submitted to successive
governments. | am not sure if the present administration
has seen it but there were proposals that suggested that
because of the nature of the land shape of Barbados that
we could in many agricultural fields around Barbados that
we could remove the present top soil, fill in those areas
where there are sinks and little gullies in fields, where we
should then be able to take some of that garbage that is
presently dumped in Mangrove and set it aside in ...

Aside.

Mr. J. O. TUDCR: Yes, the Colin Hudson proposal.
It does make sense. It is a proposal that is before the
country and should beanalysed because with mechanisation
of the sugar cane industry and so forth, it is very difficult
to cut canes when there are these dopes and therain fdls.
If the land is flat or is evened out you can picturein your
mind, Mr. Speaker, that it certainly would be a lot easier if
we were able to take these fields and make them more
conducive to the producing of agricultural crops, a leve
field more or less. It would probably take yearsto do it but
it is a process that would assist because we should be
mindful that the capacity of any landfill in Barbadoswould
come into question so we have as a matter of policy now
to concentrate on what we would consider to be desirable
for Barbados over the next 40 to 50 years. That is an
option that the Government must consider rather than just
rushing into a situation, rush down to Greenland in a
hatchet job jugt to satisfy a meansto an end.
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Sir, there are some considerationsand | am going to
go on and | am going to explain the difficulty with the
decision to go to Greenland. | am going to deal with this
Greenland because | would hate, Sir, to think that this
Houseof Assembly did not give the public of Barbados the
benefit of all of the variablesthat would have an impact on
the decision to site a landfill in this country and it would
be a sad day if we were to alow it to go ahead. Mishaps
may take place or you may have aflood as we had in the
early twentieth century where the entire Scotland District
was disrupted and washed down almost into the sea where
alot of debris went into Long Pond around the coast and
down the West Coast. Can you imagine if you pack that
area with all kinds of garbage and have an unusua event
where you have about 30 or 40 inches of rain and al the
garbage washesinto the sea in Long Pond.

Now, at Greenlanditself, Mr. Speaker, underlyingthe
areawhere they propose to have the landfill is a spring and
the engineersare trying to divert that spring. The areaitsalf
is a high-risk area and underlying the ground is a stream
that goes from 2 feet to 17 feet- deep. Now if you have to
dig down and you are going to excavate you are going to
be reaching water that would have to be redirected. | am
talking about Dottin Spring. Sir, they have tried many
times where the road itself, just below Farley Hill, has
broken up as a result of the spring. These are red
situations, Mr. Speaker, and | am just trying to paintin the
mind of this Parliament that when we take these decisions
we are going to have to live with them and if disaster
strikes somebody is going to have to pay the cost. We are
debating a few dollars today - $5 million or $7 million -
to assist with a landfill. We may in fact be creating a huge
monster of a problem by going ahead in a hatchet manner
to end up in Greenland when in fact we are just inviting
disaster in this entire country.

Can you imagine, Sir, a rainy day or a rainy period.
You have dug out in Greenland. Y ou have set up a landfill
in Greenland which in itsef is a risk because | am not a
technical person, | am not an engineer, but | can tell you
that they have informed me that there are areas in
Greenland where there are natural walls that if in fact
excavation takes place that the areas around those walls
may in fact collapse and you may see a total collapse of
the same landfill that we are trying to set up. These are
some of the mitigating circumstances that you are
confronted with at Greenland. So if you have some trucks
now, and let us assume that the landfill is at Greenlandand
itisarainy day. Do you know that steep hill, Sir? Can you
imagine the mud on the road and trucks trying to get up
those hills? We are talking about 18-tonne trucks and 40-
tonne trucks. Can you imagine the sliding that will go on?
Thoseroads were never constructedfor the use of that kind
of equipment. Can you imagine the entire tourism belt
where we have gone and enjoyed the view from Farley Hill

without any smells, just to enjoy the magnificent view in
the area? Can you imagine the distortion that is going to
take placein that areajust to satisfy a means to an end?

Now, because of thefact that you cannot excavate the
entire area as you would like, it is going to mean that the
capacity of cellsat Greenland will be significantly reduced.
It would mean that if you cannot dig down as deep as you
would want to dig down it means that you would be
reducing the volume. | would tell you that the studies that
they had with regard to the capacity of the volume are
conflicting with information that was received by other
professional peoplein the industry who have indicated that
the amount of garbage that is supposed to be accumulated
on a daly basis is amost twice as much as what the
Stanley Report suggested. This would mean that the life
span of the landfill would be significantly reduced. In fact,
Sir, the way it Is estimated originally to have a life span of
about 20 years, in the first instance because of the amount
of garbage that is being generated it would be significantly
reduced to about 14 years and with the other mitigating
circumstancesthe likelihood of further reduction may bring
it down to 8, 9 or 10 years of useful life.

Mr. Speaker, the problem that we have is that you go
and you spend all thismoney at thistimeintroducinglevies
into the country that are a burden, only then to find out that
you have created an environmental monster and placed it
on the backs of the people of the country. Now many have
argued and | think that one of the options that this
Parliament should be aware of is the least cost option
because if on the one hand we are asking the taxpayers of
this country to pay additional taxes in the form of a levy
why is it that we are not seeking to reduce the burden on
the taxpayers of this country by opting for the least cost
option with the siting of a landfill in this country? All of
the studies reveal, Mr. Speaker, that the siting of a landfill
at Mangrove is the cheapest option available to thiscountry
and in addition to that the marl that will be derived from
the digging out at the Mangrove site can be sold. The
environmental impact assessment does not provide for the
return in revenue that would be derived as a result of
selling the product that is dug out from Mangrove. And
these are considerationsthat we have to take into account.
On the one hand you are asking the taxpayers to pay more
money. On the other hand you are not going for the least
cost option which would be acceptable to the country,
which is in the centroid location of Barbados but you are
going to heap on the backsof the taxpayers more taxes and
at the same time you are not going to give them the benefit
of the least cost option which is more desirable and more
in line with the technical advice available to this country.
2.20 p.m.

Now we cannot do that, Sir. Because political weight
is a strange thing, because as long as you have politica
clout and you are in office and you are saying this is
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the decision | am making that it has to be that. | am
saying, Sir, that that is wrong. That is very, very wrong
and this Parliament must not dlow a Stuation to occur in
this country where political weight, because you have the
power within your own administration to use politica
weight, that you useit and disregardthe professiond advise
that is availableto thiscountry. It is fundamentaly wrong
and all o theoptions, every single option, must be thrown
out and mugt be available to this country. It must not
smply be discarded as far as that is concerned.

Mr. Speaker, this new Administration should be
condemned. Can you imagine, Sir, that they set up a Task
Force and invited prominent persons in this society to sit
on a Task Force? When they met for the first time, the
Minister attended the meeting and the first thing the
Minister did wasto indicate to the Membersthat they must
not debate or consider the placement of a new landfill in
Barbados. Can you imagine that? They set up a Task Force
and invited professiona people, a wholelist of peoplethat
they invited to sit on that Task Force, and the Minister
could attend the fust meeting and ingtruct them that they
must not discussa landfill and went on to suggest that they
must not listen to certain people like Dr. Colin Hudson...

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: On a point of order,
Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: Thereisapoint of order please. Take
your seat please. The Honourable Member, take your seat
please.

Hon. MissH. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the
Honourable Member for St. Michael East is mideading the
House. First of all, he was not a member of the Task Force
and, insofar as he is commenting here, he is commenting
only on what was reported to him. Mr. Speaker, Sir, the
remit of the Task Force as given by the terms of reference
approved by Cabinet were for the consideration of Solid
Waste Policy generally with particular reference to
recycling and specifically omitted the review of Greenland.
| did not suggest whom they should or should not listen to.
I merdly indicated to the Task Force wha agreement as
determined was and they could look at future sites for
landfillsand make recommendationsfor dl landfillsin the
future, but that Greenland was not part of the remit of that
Task Force. So that in framing it in that way, the
Honourable Member is trying to suggest that | did
something wrong. That is not true.

Mr. SPEAKER: Proceed, please.

Mr. J. O, TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, that is precisay
what | said that the Minister had appointed a Task Force
that included prominent personsin this society and | have
indicated, Mr. Speaker, that | had indicated to call those
names. | will not call the names now, but | have dready

indicated properly so in accordancewith Rule 28 (10) that
| intended to refer to those persons. Now | takeit, Sir, as
an insult to theintegrity of peoplein thiscountry when you
invite them to examine a programme on integrated solid
waste and then you ask them to exclude the consideration
of aplacement for alandfill. It isoffensive. It is an affront
to their integrity and they should haveall resigned. | would
have walked out of the room from the time the Minister
spoke those words. | would have waked out of the room
to demongtratemy disgust of the commentsof the Minister
and then when she went on to suggest that they must not
ligen to Dr. Colin Hudson, a gentleman who has made
significant ...

Mr. SPEAKER: On what do you rise please?

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: On a point of order,
Sir. | have never suggested to the Task Force, as the
Honourable Member is trying to say, that they should not
listen to Dr. Hudson. As a matter of fact, Dr. Hudson was
a member of the Task Force and was present in the room
on the first and only occasion that | have ever addressed
them. So it is not true for him to say that | told them not
to listen to Dr. Hudson.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: And he felt very badly. Mr.
Speaker, you would know that | have a copy of the Task
Force Report which identified the identical comments that
| am making. | have acopy of the Task Force Report. | get
everything that | want in Barbados. | learned from the
Honourable Member for St. Thomas. Not me - | do not
gpeak in this House unless you have whatever you want to
have to back it up. Do not play with me when | have
information and | do not play games as far as this is
concerned. It is an affront to the integrity of those persons,
Sir...Dr. Hugh Sealy...

Aside.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: | indicated to, Mr. Speaker, that
| intended to call their names — Dr. Leonard Nurse, Miss
Sandra Prescod, Fisheries Officer, Fisheries Department,
Mr. Tom Cross, Bowie Cross Advertisng, Dr. Colin
Hudson, Engineer and Environmentalist, Mr. Christopher
Griffith, Manager of Sanitation Service Authority, Mr.
Bentley Norville, the Chairman.

Mr. Speaker, these are people who are held in high
regard and the Minigter reduced them to literdly nothing
on a Task Force seeking to report in the interest of the
peoplein this country. But there was a reason because they
were themsalves obj ecting to the placement of alandfill at
Greenland because they al know and they have expressed
those comments on severa occasions to the inquiry that
they had where they had the international consultants with
the members of the public a the Bethe Auditorium.
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They have listed their objection to the placement of a
landfill agreement and | believe that the Minister was
aware, but it was necessary to set up the Task Force to
give theimpression to the public that yes, the Government
has given wideconsiderationnot knowing that the Minister
had instructed them but leave out Greenland. That is not
for debate. That is a fait accompli and | do not know if |
nead to explain fait accompli. That is French language that
people understand.

Mr. SPEAKER: | bdlieve the Honourable Member is
not referring to the Chair.

Mr. J. 0. TUDCR There have been objections to the
placement of the landfill at Greenland for many, many
reasons apart from the scientific reasons, apart from the
mitigating circumstancesthat are such that it will cost an
enormous amount of money to redlly do a job of a proper
landfill in that area because when you consider the road
infrastructure and al the other mitigating circumstances
that would have to be put in place, the money that we are
attempting to railsetoday is chickenfeed in relaion to what
would have to be spent if we want to do the job properly.
But no, in the immediate area we are going to destroy
Farley Hill, the Morgan Lewis Mill, the last remaining
sugar mill. It isagood tourist area. They are restoring the
mill. They intend to have it as an area where tourists can
come and visit, but it is going to be badly affected with the
stench from the dump. | mean al of the environmentalists
have indicated that.

Mr. Speaker, thisis my understanding. They indicate
to me, Sir, and thisisin a report from the Scotland District
Asocigtion that the Morgan Lewis Mill is within 500
yads..

Mr. SPEAKER: From whét do you quote?

Mr. J. ©. TUDOR: Fom the Scotland District
Association.

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you making this a document of
the House?

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Yes, | can make this a document
of the House. They indicate that the Barbados Nationa
Trust has embarked on the retoration of Morgan Lewis
Mill and they expect that this will receive internaiona
acclaim because of the patronage of the venture. It will be
the outstanding heritage attraction of the idand. A British
company of mill restorersis to start work on June 12th of
this year. The site is to be developed as an outstanding
heritage atraction and the mill will be restored to full
working capacity but that entire programme will be through
the eddoes if we alow this hatchet job to take place, the
organic sugar project in the Scotland Didtrict. This is a
project, Sir, proposed by Hickey and Hill Incorporated in
Cdlifornia and the BADMC of Barbados...

Mr. SPEAKER: What has this quote that you are
reading now to do with the point that you made earlier?

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: | am just making the point, Sir,
and | am going to lead up to the reasons why they ae..

Mr. SPEAKER: Oh, you have not made the point yet?

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Yes, | have made the point that
there are people who are objecting. |1 am trying to show
you some of the reasons why people are objecting and |
will outlineall of them if you want me to one by one. This
is just another reason. There is another project = the
organic sugar project in the Scotland Didtrict which is
going to be set up in association with the Government. It
isagood project and it hes a lot of potentia for another
atraction as a tourism destination as Barbados is. So why
would we not want them to devel op thisproject? But it will
be in jeopardy if we dlow the area to be destroyed.
2.30p.m,

Mr. Speaker, we have gone through al kinds of
approachesto get through to the Government, but we seem
to be unable to convince the Government that they need not
fear that certainly the Opposition would want to pressure
them into making a bed decision. | am not going to prolong
the House, as | had intended to, by reading every single
critique into the record of this House, | will make this
information available to the House by way of making it a
document of the House, but | want to make the point thet
even though | am not reading al of this critique into the
record of the House it must not go forward that thereare
persons out there who are not objecting to the manner ad
the approach of this Government with regard to the siting
of a landfill a Greenland. | want to make it absolutely
clear, and if | can be assured that this will be properly
consdered, because | an aware tha they have this
information available to them, but | want to be clear that
the public of Barbados has this information available to it
aswell, so I will make thisa public documentand | will be
referring to it in public after today.

Aside.

Mr. J. O, TUDOR: It does not matter. | will makeit
a document of the House, Mr. Spesker, so that | will be
able to refer to it in the other avenues | have available to
me, so that the impression does not go forward that there
are no objectors, because the Minigter is on record as
saying that the IADB gave it its blessing. That is not true.
She has said alot of "misruths*, but | do not know what
they are caled in here.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member, please.
You are not imputing...
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Mr. J. O. TUDOR: But she has mided the Houseand
Barbadoson many occasions. | do not want to belabour the
point, but the impression has gone out that the IADB has
given thesting of alandfill at Greenland its blessing. That
is not true. | say categoricdly it is not true. They are
willing to assist the country but they have not given this
Adminigration or the Minister any blessng about
Greenland, because they themselves want to be satisfied
that the country is not going to find itself with mitigating
circumstances in Greenland that they cannot control or
command. It is not true. In fact, they have even deferred
consideration of the loan assistanceto this Government till
September when the Board mesets, but there will haveto be
a review some time around June or July before that.

Let me say this. Do not doubt that | am aware of
every single thing that happens. Do not believe you are
getting away with anything, because | am clear in my mind
about everything that happens with regard to the landfill,
and | amgoing to be on it like a watchdog, becauseit isa
wrong decision which started on the wrong premise, the
Government went down a bad road and they mugt be told
that they are not a law unto themselves when it comes to
the siting of a landfill in this country.

Mr. Speaker, | certainly would like to indicate that
thereare aternativesthat are avail ableto this country, apart
from al | have said, and | am aware that the Government
isawaredf other alternatives, such asincineration. | heard
the Honourable Minister of Finance indicating that he is
adso avare of proposds that have been submitted and |
urge the Government to take a serious look at garbage
digposal and integrated solid waste management in this
country. They must not continuea charade that they are the
savioursof garbage in Barbados, when they now have the
worst record ever of garbage collection in this country.
Never before in the history of Barbados, Sir, has garbage
been left like it has been left in these recent days. It is a
reflection of the very poor qudity management which
emanates from the Ministry of Hedth down to the
Sanitation Service Authority. Something has to be
fundamentally wrong for the persons who have al the
answers to be so inefficient and ineffective with regard to
the handling of the environment at this present time.

| amconcerned, and as we seek to take money out of
the pockets of the taxpayers of this country we must be
assured that that money is going to be properly spent and
that there will be decisions made in the interest of the
public and not in the interest of a political appetite.

Sir, | will return if 1 have to, under any other forum
until the proper decision is madein this country to ensure
that an adminigtration does not step out of line and make
a politicaly biased decision to the detriment of the people
in this country. So | will rest my caseat this point. | hope

that the Honourable Members will take someor al o my
contribution in a genuine context and not necessarily in a
biased political context.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES Mr. Speaker, there can be no
doubt whatsoever that the Honourable Member for S.
Michadl East has made a very valuable contribution to the
debate on the dump and is obvioudy very informed on that
particular matter and the House has had the benefit of what
he has said. There can be no question about that.

At a more simpligtic levdl, it is evident to me, Sir,
that it is utter madness to put a dump at Greenland in the
middle of a nationa park, to opt for easily the mogt costly
option, the one that is going to cost greatest inconvenience
to the largest number of people in Barbados to get to the
dump, to put it a a site where access is going to be most
difficult because of the road structure, where there is
instability in terms of the geological structure, to have to
incur increased costs to have other collection pointsin the
island, and the whole thing seems to me to amount to alot
of economic madness. That isas | seeit. | am of the view
that any time you try to put a large dump anywherein this
idand you are going to have al kinds of problems, traffic
and environmental problems, and possbly pollution
problemsamong them. And | have expressed the view that
there are so many other forms o activity in Barbados that
it is probably better to look at smaller dumpsover timein
many different places in Barbados while you work out a
long-term strategy at different sites. That ismy view. |
think that is the best solution in the long run so that
Mangrove will not have to be taking rubbish from al over
Barbados. It would be taking from St. Thomas in its tumn
and in due course those that dump in St. Thomas would
have a dump in their area over a period of time, in the
south you would have one and in the centre or somewhere
elseyou would have another dump, | think that would give
much better psychologica satisfactionto all the people of
Barbados knowing that it is their turn to receive and their
turn to give.

240 p.m.

It doesn't al haveto bedoneat the sametime. | think
that from the studies that | have seen certainly of dl the
options studied that Greenland was certainly the worst
option; but | don't want to get into that in too much detail
today. There is plenty of opportunity. | want to dea with
some matters relating to the Budget and relating to the
Budget o 1995 and the Instrument we have before us
which purports to be legidation to put in place what was
the purpose and intent of the Budget.

Thefirst thing that strikesyou, Sir, isthat the changes
are so substantial, not only in dollar terms but also in other
terms that one wonders whether they should not be a GIS
programme to indicate that there has been a substantia
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change in Government's postion in relation to raising
money to finance the particular project that it has in
mind because there is very little relationship between
thisand this.

Apart from the fact that it comes more than a year
late, which ishighly unusua, nonetheless| think one would
be remissin not pointing out to this Housethe major errors
in the Budget of 1995, errors of cdculation in relation to
the budgetary measures under the heading Solid Waste
Management. | do not know what is happening here in
relation to the tipping fee.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: On a point of order. The
Honourable Member who is trying to speak was not in his
place for the mgjority of the Minister of Finance's Second
Reading Speech. The Minister was careful to say tha he
readily concludes that what he proposed in the Budget last
year is radicaly different from what this Bill currently
represents for the reason that the information which
informed last year's budget when the calculation was done
would have yid ded so much more money than Government
would have needed that he had to &bandon those
calculations after representation and consultation. To that
extent, this is now something that is requiring only one
cent in the dollar as compared to what we proposed last
year. It is to yield $7 -million.

| have gone on Sir, because the Honourable Member
was not here and | am giving the gist of what the Minigter

was saying.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES. | was here when the Right
Honourable Prime Minister sought to present this thing to
the House in a very mild form. What | have to tel the
House is that it was not an error of $5 million. It was not
an error of $10 million. It was not an error of $15 million.
It was not an error of $20 million. It was a massive error
in terms of the cal culationsbased on the Budget. Over and
above that there were several companies in Barbados that
would have gone out of business. There are even more
companies whose products would have been made so
uncompetitive that the CARICOM products would have
taken over the markets overnight. That is a fact.

| grant you that the Right Honourable Prime Minister
tried to soften the blow because he knew what was coming.
| understood the tactic; but the point | an trying to make
is that there were such gross erors, such gross
miscalculations, that | think it would be advisable if there
should be a public relations exercise made through GIS
because the public would have had the full benefit of a
televised debate on the Budget and they would not have the
same benefit a this point in time,

Aside.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: | wouldn't have time to go back
to thisso | have to make my time today.

The Honourable Minister of Financewhois not in his
place, for many years has castigated successive Minigers
of Finance when this kind of thing heppens. We
understand, those who have been Ministersof Finance, how
this can easily hgppen because a Minister of Finance is
entirely dependent on the information presented to him by
variousdepartmentsinvolved in making these etimations.
He does not make them himsalf. All previous Ministersdf
Finance have been held responsibleand solely responsible
in this Honourable House by the Right Honourable
Member for St. Peter when this sort of thing happens. |
think that today it is only fair and right that he should not
only be held responsible but that this Honourable House
should know the extent to which he should be hdd
responsible. That is fair not only in terms of the fact that
it is his ministerid responghility but also more fair in
termsaof the posture that he has taken in the past in thefull
knowledge that when these kinds of errors occur that the
Minister is not solely responsible for it. | think that he
should get today a taste of wha he has ddivered in the
past to so many Minigtersof Fiance in this country.

| have heard the figure of about $30 million instead
of $2 million being bandied about in the private sector a
few days after the last Budget which would have been the
impact of these taxes. Over and above that, Sir, if you look
a the Schedule and the items in the Budget which were
listed, 1 or 2 things fal there. | am not sure wha hes
happened about the tipping fee. The tipping fee of $40, is
that being retained or not?

Hon. D. A. C. SAIMMONS: On a point of order, Sir.
Sanitation Service Tipping Fees Regulations| think they
are cdled. They are regulations being made to ded with
them.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: Thank you very much. The point
isquite clear to me that if you maintain this tipping fee at
$40 people are going to be dumping garbage everywhere
else but in the dump. Already it is $80 a load to get
garbage taken to a dump in Barbados. With a small truck
you may get away with $60 a load. So add $40 to that.
You are asking for big problems. | would think that that
$40 fee is probably excessive and don't say you can cal
the Sanitation Service Authority.

Aside.

Hon. D. A. C. SIMMONS: On a point of eucidation,
Sir. | tried to explain to the Honourable Member. This is
very much like the argument about the "o and "is"
250 p.m.
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What the Honourable Member has in his hand
representsthe proposalsfor the budgetary speech from last
year representing certain proposals. It wasfound after those
proposals had been delivered that the impact would have
been too severe. The Bill now today before usis radically
different from those proposals both in nature and content.
To that extent he has to deal with the document before us
which, ashe said, has softened theimpact. The Regulations
providefor the tipping fee. Thoseare separateand distinct.
They have been laid. The Minister laid them today, Sir.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: | have not seen the documents
laid. But even $25 atonneis going to be excessive because
| cannot see many people paying atruck $80 to take aload
of garbage away, let us say a 5-tonnetruck and then paying
$25 a tonne as a tipping fee to get that garbage into the
dump. The people just do not have that kind of money.
Maybe a few businesses may be able to do that but | am
talking about ordinary householdersand people who from
time to time hire a truck to take away garbage. What is
going to happen is that people are going to dump the
garbage elsewhere than in the dump and that is going to
have a net effect.

Hon. Sir HAROLD St. JCHN On a point of order,
Sir. | think the Honourable Member is mideading the
Housebecausethereis nothing in the Bill before the House
that deals with the tipping fee. As has been pointed out by
the Attorney General, the tipping fee has regul ationswhich
he can debate which he can bring in a substantive maotion
because they are subject to a negative resolution.
Incidentally, the Honourable Member is mideading the
House and the public by suggesting that people who dump
ordinary garbage at the dump will have to pay a tipping
fee. A tipping fee relates to commercia garbage which at
the present moment is the subject of a specia fee for
removal.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: If | may continue, Sir. | havein
my hand a document which is a document of this House.
| aso havein my hand a document which is a Bill before
thisHouse, and | amdeding with both because it suits me
to deal with both for the purposesof my debate. When you
have the opportunity to speak, you can ded with what you
want to dedl with.

Mr. SPEAKER: Proceed please.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: | amsaying, Sir, that that charge
isexcessiveand whether it comes from commercial houses
or wherever it comesfrom alot of garbageis going to find
its way elsawhere. That is the first point | want to make.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member. You are
not now referring to the previousdocument of 1995? You
are finished with that.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: | amfinished with that.

| notice, Sir, what is missing is the 10¢ per bottlefor
plastic bottles as previoudy indicated would have been in
this Bill. | notice that is missing and that would have done
a devastating blow to major industriesin this country. | am
very glad to see that it is omitted from this Bill, so | am
speaking positively about this Bill.

| am also very pleased to see, Sir, that $1 per
kilogramme for plastic sacks and bags and the $1 per
kilogrammefor plastic sheets and the 10¢ for glass bottles
have also been removed. You are not going to be able to
cover up the extent of the error that was made. A major
error was made and an attempt is being made to correct it.
Let us cal a spade a spade and | amentitled to make as
much mileage as | wish to make by comparing the two.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: On a point of order, Sir.
| resent the use of the word " cover-up™ because the Prime
Minister was very open about this matter this morning. He
admitted that what he presented last year would have had
a yield that would have been too burdensome and he has
revised that. He was very candid about it so there is no
guestion about a cover-up. If you were here from the
beginning when the House started you would have heard,
but you have a habit of not coming to the House on time.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: | heard exactly what took place
and | amnot going to change my tune. My tune is very
straightforward that this Bill is more satisfactory to this
Honourable House. | am not going to vote against it
becauseit represents a major correction of errors made in
the past in a budgetary matter.

Now, on theissue of the levy, Sir, | amsurprised that
at this time when we have virtualy reached some kind of
a broad consensus of the need to reduce the number of
taxes in Barbados, at a time when efforts have been made
to remove amost all the levies that once again a levy is
being dapped on the people of Barbados because in the
long run it is the people that will be paying this levy. It is
going to start off as 1 per cent and 0.75 per cent but that
is on the CILLF. vaue. By the time that reaches the
consumer you are going to have a pyramid effect. The cost
of a particular item would be significantly increased
because of the levy that was put on at the time of entry
into the Port.

| amsurprised at atime when we are talking about a
Vaue Added Tax, a single tax replacing all the indirect
taxes that we have that now al of a sudden just before a
budget is due, we are having another tax introduced into
Barbados. Is this really necessary? Is it desirable in terms
of the overall macroeconomicsituation of Barbados?I have
my doubts whether thisis necessary to put on thiskind of
broad-based tax to deal with a narrower problem.
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Sir, it seemsto me that thereisa conflict in terms of
taxation policy because we have heard it so carefully
aticulated that the am is smplification, the am is a
reduction in the number of taxes and now here one week
later, or two weeks later we are seeing a new tax being
implemented. Now, if last year's Budget was unacceptable
after careful condderation | believe that the levy could
have been omitted al together as well. You could have
removed the levy as wdll. It would have done no ham in
principle to the fact that you presented one thing in the
Budget and something substantialy different as has come
before the House. As a matter of fact, the environmental
levy was supposed to raise $2 million. The levy we hear
today now is supposed to raise $7 million and the
Honourable Member for Christ Church South would have
us believe that this representsa reduction in the proposed
levy. It is quite clear, Sir.

In the Budgetary Proposdls, Tuesday, April 25, 1995
page 34, Environmental Levy under Summary of Proposas
$2.1 million. Today we are hearing environmentd levy in
excess of $7 million and we are told thisis a reduction. It
is not areduction in the yield from levies. It is a reduction
in the other impositions that would have been placed, like
the amount charged per bottle, the amount charged per
kilogram of plastic bags and that kind of thing. Some dof
those have been eliminated atogether, some have been
reduced but in terms of the tax, in terms of the yield from
the levy as proposed, thisis substantially higher than what
was proposed. The levy of course has a much wider
application than the specific taxes because they would
affect only the manufacturers and the users of those
particular items whereas a levy has a fairly broad-based
effect of affecting the whole populationin termsof thecost
of what they have to buy.

300 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, | do not propose to detain this House
sgnificantly longer. | do not proposeto deal with the many
hedlth and environmental issueswhich onecan legitimately
raise under thisdebate. | think it hasbeen very extensively
dealt with by the Honourable Member for St. Michael East.
| redly do believe that he did a pretty good job in this
House today in highlighting the problems of garbage and
so on as it is affecting communities in Barbados. Thereis
only one additional point | want to make. From my
observationsit is the poor sectorsaf the community, where
the poor people live, where there is greatest difficulty in
getting garbage removed. It is an awful sight sometimes
when you go through places in Bank Hall, when you go
through St. Michadl South Central, Carrington's Village,
Delamere Land, Bannigter Land, Brittons Hill, the many
key areas where large numbersof people live, especidly in
the urban areas. There can be no doubt in my mind that it
must congtitute a hedlth hazard and there is no doubt it is
amagor problem and something has to be done to improve
the services to these people.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, on many occasions since | have
been a Member of this House over the past 18 years, apart
from a short vacation, | have had to send trucks into nmy
congtituency and pay to get garbageremoved. It ill hasto
be done from time to time. | think you are unaware of
what is going on because there is no question whatsoever
that there is a dgnificant deterioration in the leve of
service being offered. Either there is more garbage or the
services have been reduced. But certainly thereis far more
garbage that you see for much longer periods and it is
terrible, Sir, when you pass by some of these spotsand you
see the garbage and the flies and the smell and a lot o
small houses around them. It is quite wrong and something
needs to be done about it. So | sincerely hope that the
Minister haslistened very carefully to what the Member for
St. Michad East said in relation to the whole question of

garbage.

On the question of smells | have one suggestion, Sir,
and it isa very serioussuggestion. Thereisatreecdled an
African perfume tree. It has a paco rabanne type smell
during the night.

Aside.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: It has a much nicer smdl and
remains much longer. | wonder whether or not some o
those trees should not be planted strategically around the
dumps.

Aside.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: The African perfumetree. There
are a few here in Barbados and | believe they can be
grown and during the night for quite a distance around you
can get aredly nice amdl and | think that will go a long
way in hdping the immediate environment with these
amdlls. | thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. D. &. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Speaker, | rise to
ek on this Bill, Sir. This Bill has some serious
implicationsfor the poor people of this country, especidly
those who live in rurad Barbados. | have been looking at
the Schedule and my observation that the $150.00 for a
motor car would not affect the rich peoplein this country
becausethey were aware that this Bill was coming and thet
iswhy you will see on the roads today so many Mercedes
etc. Sir, | have checked and from a good authority the
evidence is that the minimum life of a Mercedes is 15
yearsso it tells me that if you have a new Mercedes
today that theimpact on the rich with this tax would
not affect them at dl but it is the poor man who buys
the Lada who might have to buy 5 or 6 Ladas
within a 15-year period that would have to find himsdf
forking out this levy.
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Sir, the same poor man would have to buy tyres. Itis
true tha the rich might have to buy them but if the rich
have to buy tyres they can afford to buy tyres because the
$50. 00 tax means nothing to the rich but it meansa lot to
the poor peoplein this country.

Refrigerators, Sir. Poor people cannot go and buy an
expensiverefrigeratorthat would last them 12 years. In that
12-year period sometimes you find that they haveto buy 5
refrigeratorsso | am saying that thisis another imposition
that is going to impact heavily on poor people so when you
total these charges you will see that they will come to
$267. 00 and you could be sure that the poor people in this
country would have to bear the tota effect of these
charges.

Aside.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: If you have a prablem
with brand name sneakers, | have no problem with you
taxing brand name sneakers because nobody has to wear
brand name sneakers but people have to buy refrigerators.
If you have a problem with brand name sneakers tax them
one thousand percent. It means nothing to me because |
could easily tell my peoplein St. Lucy, the poor people,
that they need not wear brand name sneakers but how can
| tell my people that they should not Slegp on a mattress.
Is that wha you are telling me? Is that what the
Honourable Member for St. James South is saying to me?
Areyou trying to tell me that my poor people in S.
Lucy should not be deeping on mattresses and they
should not have tdevison sets? You cannot be
serious about this. | agree with you, if you want to tax
brand name sneakers| would tell you to tax them by
one thousand percent.

310 p.m.

When you want to ded with me, be careful. Mr.
Spesker, Sir, | am also womed and | somehow believe that
the Honourable Member for &. Michad South Central had
a peep at my notes. | honestly believe that because, Sir, |
sat here and when thislevy was being talked about | asked
mysdf: How isit that a couple of days we were told that
wewill soon begetting a VAT? Listen to thiscarefully and
the VAT is supposed to get rid of alot of nuisance taxes
and yet still wear e introducing another onetoday, Sir. This
is a serious thing. | am not blaming anybody. | am not
trying to pull down anybody. But | am saying that, if we
are correcting the system, correct it one time. If it means
that VAT is going to deal with everything, leave it until
VAT and | am told that VAT will soon be introduced. So
if you are going to introduce VAT shortly, thereis no ned
to bring this Environmental Levy and | am serious about
this.

Mr. Speaker, | am on record in the Minutes at the
Sanitation Service Authority since 1986 of caling for an

incinerator for this country and every time | talk about en
incinerator for this country people tell me that it will cost
too much money. But do you realize something, Mr.
Speaker? An incinerator will mean somethingto the people
on Military Road, Pie Corner and Josey Hill. But do you
know something? We can find millions of dollars to spend
on sewerage plants. Do you know why, Sir? It has nothing
to do with the peoplein Military Road or in Pie Corner or

in Josey Hill.
Aside.

Mr. D. &. E. KELLMAN: No, you would say that.
But | will teach you something. You need alot of teaching
and, when | am speaking, you should not get involved.
Remember the last time you had anything to say to mewas
at Arch Hall and | had the Honourable Member for St.
Thomas to pay me witnessto thisand we are still waiting
on your promise.

Hon. D. A. C. SSMMONS: On a point of order, Sir.
That is very correct, Sir. The last timethe 3 of us met, Sir,
was in the church hall at Arch Hall and the people of Arch
Hall nearly murdered languidly. They abused him and ran
him out of the place, Sir, but he has alot of courage. He
stood up there and took al of the insults and abuse that
night. He is a very courageous man, Sir.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: That is true and my good
friend, the magistrate, was there too. But, Mr. Speaker, do
you know what happened, Sir? You know that | can go to
Arch Hdl today and walk all through Arch Hal. But there
are some people in here that cannot go because June has
passed and another Juneis about to pass. So | do not worry
about that, Sir.

| undergtand that they want trees imported now to
plant al across Barbados. Do you know why? We have a
serious garbage problem, Sir, and not only do we have a
serious garbage problem, but we have a serious rat
problem. | amsaying that if thisLevy has to be introduced
that the BAS should be the first peopleto get their
$100 000 out of this Levy. Do you know why, Sir? We
need to eradicatethe rats from Barbados and wherever you
can see rats you can see garbage. This is foolishness, Sir,
that money was spent at the Sanitation Service Authority -
| was there, Sir.

Aside.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: No, | was there. | an
going to ded with that. That iswhy | amaways calingin
this House of Assembly for the accrua system o
accounting. If we had the accrual system of accounting, the
nonsense that | am hearing about money was not spent
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at the Sanitation Service Authority, nobody would be able
to get up and say that. But do you know why, Sir?
Sometimes people speak and they forget what they say.
They brag about the amount of money that they had to pay
on our behdf not realizing that if you had to look & the
total amount of money incurred under the Democratic
Labour Party in trying to service Mangrove and compare
it with the amount of money incurred by the Barbados
Labour Party, that light will be shown. And that is, Sir,
more money was incurred with the Democratic Labour
Party than under the Barbados Labour Party and that they
found bills is no lie. They found bills owed to people
because a lot of money was spent on Mangrove and the
Sanitation Service Authority and it must be said in
here that if certain people at the Sanitation Service
Authority would stop fighting among themselves and
manage up there probably we would have not had that
problem. There are alot of people in here who know that
as a fact. There are a lot of people who are trying to
achieve positions even though there are peoplein positions
up there already and there is no management structure
at the Sanitation Service Authority not even today.
People believe that because you put peoplein a position
in a management structure...

Aside.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: The records at the
Sanitation Service Authority will show that | have been
fighting for 8 years ...

Aside.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Unsuccessfully - yes,
because | have no problem with that. People do not
understand that there is a particular structure of boards
and some day | will get a chanceto change that. There
is a serious need to overhaul certain boards in this
country. There is too much power in the hands of
certain people and | am not denying that. Thisfoolishness
about saying oh, you are a board member and they know
full well being a board member does not always mean
that you can do alot of things. So this nonsense must be
stopped, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | want to know and it is a serious
guestion if when the VAT isintroduced is this one of the
indirect taxes that will be removed? | want to know
because if that is so there is a possibility that 1 might
support this Bill. But if you tell me that it is going to
continue with the VAT, | cannot support it, Sir, because
then you will have a situation in this country where you
would have two taxes going the same time when in truth
and in fact you are fighting to have a one-tax system and
that is indirect taxes that | am speaking about, Sir.

Every Member over there would agree that once we
had a problem in this country where people were tipping
all over Barbados. They were tipping in Jack In The Box
Gully, Stoney Gully and any gully and | remember there
was a massive programme to clean up. That is why | like
the Honourable Member for St. Thomas. | like his honesty.
He istelling me that they are still doing it and that is why
| know that this Bill will encourage them not only to still
do it but do it more so than ever. If you are prepared to
introduce a Bill, Sir, that is going to encourage people to
do thingslike that, that is up to you. But my suggestionis
that, if you need this revenue and you are soon going to
introduce the VAT, al you have to do isto look at a way
where you can add on a cost to this. Because what you are
doing is sending this right on the backs of the poor people
of this country who are fighting to be employed.

Mr. Speaker, thisis a serious thing and sometimes we
seem not to be listening to those people out there. The
people out there are suffering and they are crying and the
more they are suffering and crying, | am getting the
impression that more pressure is being piled on. | have to
livein this country, Sir, and | am saying that we haveto be
very careful how we are treating those poor people out
there. Becauseit is just like telling me, Sir, that we in here
are saying that a mattressis a luxury.

Aside.

Mr. SPEAKER: No Honourable Members said that.
Y ou would not want such a comment to be attributed to...

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: No, | nevet said that. |
never said that any Honourable Member said that. | would
never do a thing like that, Sir. But | am saying to charge
a poor man, Sir, $10.00 for a mattress, he cannot afford to
pay that cost and the thing about it, Sir, especialy in this
time when that poor person out there is fighting hard to
work to make sure that they can pass on a piece of change
to the boys around the block, to make sure that they do not
do wrong things, Sir. | know that we would not like this
HonourableHouse to put anymore pressure on the shoulder
of the Honourable Member for St. Thomas because his
hands are full and everybody knows that | am borrowing
aloan too. Y es, the Honourable Member for St. Thomasis
a good man. We cannot afford to put pressure on his
shoulder. We cannot enforce anything that is going to cause
young men to be on the streets doing the wrong things, we
must build a good society and we must make sure that any
impositions will unite a family and not divide a family.
This $10 for the mattressis the same $10 that the mum or
dad might have to give the child on the block who cannot
find a job.

3.20 p.m.
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This is a serious imposition and | will ask the
Honourable Member for Christ Church South to join with
me in asking the Government to rethink this and also to
ask the Government to consider whether this is an
additional ta to the VAT or if this will be part of the
VAT, because if it is not we are going to have some
serious problems.

Some peoplebelievethat just becausethey live places
where garbage is collected daily there is not a garbage
problem, but you would know, Sir, because your
congtituents in Military Road are always complaining to
you that they would like their garbage collected.

Mr. SPEAKER: | would like to inform the
Honourable Member that the dump in Military Road and
Pasture Road is no longer adump. | personadly filled it in.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Oh, you personaly filled
itin?

Mr. SPEAKER: It isnolonger adump, it isa playing
field now.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: The Honourable Member
for St. James South should readlly congratulate you, Sir,
because you are doing a very good job, one that the
Sanitation Service Authority cannot do. You should be
congratulated,and | want to personally congratulateyou for
doing a good job. | wish | could say that for a lot more
that have the power to do things.

Mr. Speaker, there is also a charge at the Port. This
charge is going to start at one thing and by the time the
chargesare added on it is going to end up somewhereel se.
You know, Sir, that these charges are not going to be kept
by the people who have purchased the goods with the ¢.i.f.
charges, they are going to land right on the backs of the
poor people in this country, the consumers. As | said
before, the people who have money would not worry,

because they would look at $267 and say it is no money,

but $267 sometimesis a week's pay, for some it could be
two and for others it could be three. When we look at
something, and some people would want to tell you that
$267 is not alot of money, | amtelling you $267 is a lot
of money for poor people and it is in demand.

The HonourableMember for St. George South would
tell you that thereare some youngsterswho would wait on
you to get a piece of change, and we have to make sure we
do not create situations where peopleare forced to wait on
us to get a piece of change. We have to make sure that we
get away from these regressive tax systems and move
towards the progressive tax systems. | am saying this

environmental levy is aregressivetax system right herein
operation, because it is not the freighter who is going to
pay this tax, it is the poor man who has a tree to be
removed that is going to feel the full impact of this tax.
This tipping levy will be passed on to the consumer.

Talking about that, | would like to see M W doing
some work like that for the poor people in this country,
especially the pensioners. | honestly believe that when the
pensioners have trees in their backyards, there should be
some department at M W they can call and get someone
to come and remove those trees. | am finding too many
cases where old people, who have worked long - and this
is not a criticism of my friend, the Minister, but | am
telling him that he has to set up a department in his
Ministry to look after these old people if he wants me to
believethat he is caring, and | believe he will set up one,
because | do not believe that old people should be made to
call around to find out how you get a tree removed or
trimmed or anything like that, and then to hear that they
have to pay a tipping fee along with the freight fee. They
would have contributed already, and we have to stop asking
our people to contribute when they are young and also
when they are old.

It is not only the trees, when | get to the Nationa
Assistance Board | will deal with that too, but we are not
now dealing with the National Assistance Board, we are
dealing with the old peopleand | annot going to tell you
all of their problemstoday, | will get an opportunity to talk
about the others.

There are two groups we have to look after, the
young ones and the old ones, and we a: 2 having a serious
problem today where we are not looking after those two
groups. The old ones have to fork out of their pension for
tipping fees and the young ones are deprived of money
they can use as capital to generate more revenue to open
their own business by having their parentstaking that same
money and paying tipping fees and levies. If we are serious
about small businesses, we have to be serious about finding
a way where we are going to give additional revenue to
people to open small businesses and not take that revenue
away from those people.

| expect the Minister, when she gets up, to agree with
some of the things | have said and not three months from
now, because the garbage problemin this country belongs
to al of us. The same way the sewage problem can be
dealt with, the garbage problem should be dealt with. As
you know, Sir, and | will continue to make this point,
whenever it has anything to do with poor people we have
a problem in this country and garbage not only affectsthe
rich, it affects the poor, and that is why we cannot get an
incinerator in this country. If it was something that was
only affecting the rich in this county, | can assure you a
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lot of pressure would have been placed on MPs. The same
way certain MPs living along the west coadt, the south
coast and the City were under pressure for a sewerage
plant, we would have had alot of pressureif they had alot
of rich peoplelivingin rural Barbados, and in St. Andrew,
and | know the peopledf St. Andrew would liketo havean
incinerator.

3.30 p.m.

The people of St. Lucy would like to have onet 00,
because we fed that thisis the only sensible way to tackle
the garbage problem in this country. It isa waste of time
when every minute you have problems, where somebody is
saying they don't want this and they don't want that. You
have a solution and do not dedl with it.

| am saying, Sir, that we know the solution, why can't
we ded with it? Are we going to wait on the IADB, the
World Bank or the | MF to tel us that we need an
incinerator? These are ideas that are being placed here on
record by our own people with our own thinkingand | find
on too many occasions we have a situation in this country
where we had good ideas and the only time we could
implement theseideas are when we are told to do them by
some ingtitution oversess.

| would say and | would not dedl with the particular
point now but in the Budget, thereis enough evidence that
whenever we have accepted the evidence and the
information and the dictates from people overseas on our
economy ingtead of having good foreign reserves they dide
down and the 1985 stuation should have taught us a
lesson. It seems to me that don't care what happens to us
we are not learning. | am sorry about that, Sir. We brag
about our educational system and we are committing the
sameerrorsover and over. We have good foreign reserves
and yet till we dlow people to tell us we need this and
that. Mr. Speaker, when we have money we need not
borrow. This is a serious thing. There is dways a catch
clausein thesethings. Asin 1985 people want to saddle us
with their problemsand they pass it on usand they
help other countries and as | said | will deal with it in
the Budget.

That is why | am saying that we as a country must
teke a decison. If we fedl that incinerators are the right
thing, we should put incineratorsin place. Nobody should
tel us that because their country do not have incinerators
and they have landfills, that we in Barbados should not
have incinerators, that they have to put incineratorsin their
country then for us to comeand say wewill follow pattern.
We mugt dart leading by example and we have the
capacity to lead by example. We are having this situation
every time, countries telling us we cannot do this and we

cannot that and whenever you check it is because they do
not haveit in placeand they believethat we should not get
it because they dont haveit.

We have it in education where there are some
countries whose vision, and this is just an example going
back to the incinerator point, because they don't have free
secondary education that it should not be herein Barbados.
Some countries now fed that incineratorsis a new fashion
thing, the latest technology, blah, blah, blah. We kowtow
to them and agree that we should not get incinerators in
Barbados. Do you know what you are actualy doing?
When you deprive the people of having incinerators you
are cregting problems. The same way you have a problem
in St. Thomas you will have that same problem in St
Lucy, in St. Peter, in St. Andrew, in Christ Church, St.
Philip, St. George, wherever you go.

| am saying that if you havea problem and you know
the solution you should go straight ahead and make sure
you solve the problem.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member has 2
minutes to conclude.

Mr. D. . E. KELLMAN: ... Because what you are
doing is making the citizens of this country very unhappy
and we cannot be talking about economic growth at the
same time when you are making the citizensof the country
unhappy. We are not in a crisis situation anymore. If we
were in a criss dtuation where sometimes in a crisis
people understand the pressure. Everythingis well, so why
are you putting so much pressure on the citizens of this
country? | am saying that you should rethink what you said
about incinerators and we must go full speed ahead and try
and get an incinerator. If that is what is going to meke the
peopled Barbadoshappy, we must please them becausein
the long run when it is done everybody will acknowledge
that we should have doneit 26 years ago.

Sir, agood example of that is that the sugar industry
wanted restructuring years ago and nobody did anything
about it and now it has been done everybody is saying that
it should have been done since 1967 when Mr. Barow
taked in the'* Cane Blade Speech”. Thank you very much,
Sir.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: Mr. Spedker, Sir, |
rise in this debate to support the measures before this
Chamber and to say that we were a Rio and in fact,
Principle 16 of the Rio Declarationisthat the polluter must
pay, and this economic Instrument intendsto give effect to
Principle 16 of the Rio Declaration.

| also wish to say that despite the comments mede in
this House today this measure comes at a time when this
Adminigtration can be justly proud of the work thet it
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has done to develop Barbados solid waste and waste
management generally since September of 1994.

We come to this House today against a background
wherethe problemsat Mangrove have been resolved where
an area that was defined as Mount Stinkeroo has been
renamed Mount Pleasant. In September 1994 when we took
over and up until January of 1995 there have been constant
fires at that Site. From June of 1994, the odour emanating
from Mangrovedaily made it impossible for the people of
Arch Hall and Bennetts and asfar down as the Sandy Lane
Resdentia Development and as far down as the Sunset
Crest Development and as far down the coast as the Sandy
Lane property itsdf were complaining on a daily basis
about the odours emanating from Mangrove. Today, Mr.
Speaker, this Government has been able to hold sports
activities, bicycle racing and cricket games within the
landfill itself with no adverse impact on anybody. That
thereare occasiona complaintsonce in a whileabout some
odour problems invariably when investigated they in fact
come from illicit dumping around the landfill but not from
any problem originating at the landfilt itself.

Not only have we been able to do that, Mr. Speaker,
we have been able to give the broad definition and to shape
the future of Barbados solid waste programme. For the
first time Barbados hes a programmeand is in the process
d developing a nation-wide solid waste management
programme. No programme existed before now. We have
had "'dumps” and we have had problems with landfills. It
had reached the stage under that Administration, Mr.
Spesker, Sir, where we were on international televison as
an example of how landfiils should not be managed.

Sir, | am happy to report that since we took office
and did the clean-up operation at Mangrove..

Aside.

Mr. D. &. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Spesker, on a point of
order. The impression is being given by the Honourable
Member for St. James South that there were no dumpsin
their time but she was forgetting that there were dumpsat
Black Bess, @ Kingdand and Melrose..

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: The Honourable
Member isadways distorting. | amsaying that there was no
solid waste management policy generdly in the broad way
that we are now defining it before. We have hed since this
Adminigtration came to officeinternationa conferencesfor
thetraining of technocrats held outsidedf Barbadosand the
work that was done to refurbish the Mangrovelandfill was
cited by the people who hosted the conference asa way in
which a landfill can be brought around, can be properly
managed once the resources and the management skills
existto doit. That wasa matter of tremendouspride to me
to hear that the remedia work which has been done on
Mangrove has been internationally recognised as creating
a new standard in the Caribbean.

3.40 pm

We have been able, Mr. Speaker, since September 94
to frame out and start the South Coast Sewerage Project
and even now today as we speak negotiations are going on
for the consultants who will design and supervise the
congtruction of the bulky waste site, the compogting site,
the transfer station and the other facilities which will
comprise the nationa landfill. Those negotiationsare going
on today.

Mr. Speaker, we are also now in the very fortunate
position that on the ground as well are the technocrats and
the consultants who will be involved in the West Coast
Sewerage Project and who are working on the designs for
that project. We are, under that project, looking a a new
and revolutionary concept in Barbados. That is the concept
o using grey water for the irrigation of golf courses and
for general irrigation. All of thisis going on.

| want, Mr. Speaker, to just frame some of the
dements of Government's solid waste policy. First of all
everyone is aware that we have taken a decison to site the
landfill at Greenland and | will dea with that in greater
detail later on because much has been said about it today.
It is envisaged that we will have one or more bulky waste
sites specificaly for fridges, cars and other large metallic
objects. It will be necessary to have a site for congtruction
rubble and so on. Also part of the Government's new solid
waste facilities will be a composting facility which will
deal with yard waste and other green waste of that sort,
sawage blood, sudge, blood and grease. Those materials
will be converted to compost to use as fertiliser in the
agriculturd and other sectors of the country.

We are going to be, and are in the process of
deveoping a plant that will deal with hazardous waste,
toxic substances, chemicals used in manufacture, dry-
cleaning or certain types of waste which are disposed at
hospitalsand health care institutions. Given the location of
the landfill outside of the waste centroid it will be
necessary to have a transfer station. At the transfer station
waste will be baded in a specific shape and will be
transported from the transfer dtation to the landfill site. The
landfill will be bulked in cells and will be specificaly
designed to receive bales of garbage.

Also, Mr. Speaker, as part of the general solid waste
plant, both the Sanitation Service Authority and the
National Conservation Commission and the waysin which
they operateand currently dischargetheir functionswill be
restructured. Not only will the scope of their operationsbe
broadened, but the problemsbeing currently experienced by
the SSA will be corrected over time.

Much has been said today about the Sanitation
Service Authority. In 1994 we inherited afleet of about 60
vehicles. | think there were 57 vehicles. Only 12 were then
on the road every day under the Democratic Labour Party.
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The fact is that over 50 per cent of the fleet, which
congtitutes about 57 vehicles, was 20 or 25 years old. It
has been difficult to keep vehiclesd that age on the road.

In the newspapers people have seen from time to time
that we have been ordering and receiving new vehicles to
replace those in the fleet that are so old that it makes no
point repairing them, but untii we can get a flegt of
vehicles up to the number of vehicles that is required to
service the whaole country and of the quality needed to
serve the whole country, there will continue to be
breakdownsand some problemsbecause you are deding in
the mogt part with vehicles that are over 20 years old, or
which have been on the road for a long time.

The Government has spent a tremendous amount of
money in ordering new vehicles, service parts and
equipment and trying to keep the fleet that we have on the
road. Clearly, given the age of the vehicles, that process
has not dways met with success but when the new fleet is
here that condition will improve. Over the last 16 months
or so there are other initiativesthat the Government has
dready started in relation to the development of our solid
waste programme. You have seen on the tdevison and
heard on the radio new Ads encouraging people not to
litter. There is a new set of them aimed at educating and
teaching the public how to dispose of waste.

Our recycling programme is in its embryonic stages.
We have been encouraging peopleat theindividual level to
recycle more. Some supermarkets have set up recycling
bins for plastics, newspapers, bottles, metals and thereare
other recycling sites and activitiesgoing on throughout the
idand. Increasing numbers of people are also getting into
the export of scrap metal, newspapersand certain types of
waste. All of this has been causing our waste stream to be
reduced.

At some supermarkets now and gas stations as a
result of the initiative by the Government one sees posted,
signsinviting people not to take a plastic bag, for instance,
if they are going to be taking the items they purchase out
to their car, in an effort to reduce the amount of plastic
being used. Shortly | will be holding a meeting with the
owners, managersand directorsof supermarketsso that we
can look at ways of creating "*green shelves™ and ensuring
that these businesses bring into Barbados environmentaly
friendly products.

It isalso my hope to see very soon an increased use
of reusable supermarket bags established. So that instead of
going to the supermarket and taking lots of plastic bags
that people will take a specifically produced supermarket
bag for the purpose of shopping a the supermarket and
will receive some small, rebate from supermarket owners
for not usng the plastic. Increasingly, as wel,
supermarkets have been encouraging consumers not to use

D many plagtic bags and have been encouraging them to
use boxes and/or paper bags because paper bags tend to
biodegrade better than plastics. Al of this is currently
going on.

Those are the mgjor features of the programme, Mr.
Speaker, but there are other things that we have been in the
process of doing, for instance, the promotion o greater
private sector involvement in waste management.
Throughout the world, waste management isabillion dollar
industry and the private sector in Barbados has to get into
areas of wagte management where they can hep the
Government deal with the country's waste problems and
where they can make revenue and create jobs. The
opportunities are there. Already since this administration
has come to office as a result of incentives being offered
by the Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs,
companies have come forward and said they are interested
in setting up rendering plantsin Barbados to turn offal into
processed food, fertilizer and other materials.

3.50 p.m.

Now that is an important initiative because such a
plant would take a large amount of biodegradable matter
which is a valuable resource out the waste stream and it is
the type of biodegradable matter that causes tremendous
odour and other problems, such as scavenging a the
landfill. So the development of a rendering plant in
Barbados is another important initiative which has been
taken by this adminigtration.

The Minigtry of Hedth has dready given approvd to
one private sector organisation and | believe the work
their rendering plant has darted. We have seen the
development of waste industries and | have given some
exampled these. Thereclyling of the paper. Thereisalot
o that going on. People are collecting and exporting pep
bottles. People are exporting scrap metal. All of these are
the kinds of initiatives that have been taking place since
September of 1994.

| wish to turn now to say that the Government has
aso, in an atempt to have wide public consultation on
wastepolicy in Barbados, established a task forceon waste.
This task force is not to be confused, as the Honourable
Member for St. Michad Eadt did earlier, with the steering
committeeon Greenland. Thistask force has no remit from
the Cabinet to review Greenland. The remit of the task
force, as given by Cabinet, and | would let Parliament note,
was to look at the issues, problems, approaches and
solutions of solid and ligquid waste management in
Barbados including to review the recommendations made
by Stanley Associates in relation to waste management
generdly.

The purpose of the task force was to examine
legidation needed to regulate waste disposa and waste
management. They were to look at the issue of public
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relations and effecting attitudinal change through public
education and awareness. They were to look at the matter
of waste reduction and recycling. The issue of generation
of energy and recycling of materiads into worthwhile
resources was to engage their attention. They were to look
at the waste, Mr. Spesker, in relation to health and the
environment and to look at policies and developing
mechanisms for garbage separation. That was the broad
remit of the task force and therefore when | met the task
force to give it its remit | did tell them, when they asked
about Greenland, that Greenland was not part of the remit
and | have indicated to them wha was the remit the
Cabinet had given to the Task Force. So there was no
attempt as the Honourable Member for St. Michael East
was suggesting to offend intellectualsor people who have
expertise. The Task Force had a particular mandate that it
was asked to carry out and | hed to say to its members that
Greenland, since a decision was aready made, and since
we had a separate steering committee about which | an
going to ek in a moment, looking at Greenland,
Greenland was not part of their remit.

Apat from the persons named by the Honourable
Member for St. Michadl Eadt, aso dtting on this
Committee were a large number of civil servants. There
was a member of the Bar Association, the Chamber of
Commerce was represented, the Hotd industry was
represented. | think the BHTA sent a member. The
National Trust was represented. So it had wide
representation from both the private and public sectorsand
other individuas with wide expertise and with an interest
in this matter. The Bellairs Institute was another
organisation that was represented. Because we tried in
bringing this task force together and in asking them to give
recommendations, to get them to look & the global issues
involved in the management o waste in Barbados. | an
happy to report to this Chamber, Sir, that that report came
to my desk a week ago and it will be madeavailable to the
media after it goes to Cabinet.

There has been, Mr. Speaker, absolute transparency
in relation to the way in which Greenland has been
reviewed. Not only will we make the report of the task
force available to the media, but the Stanley Report which
is the report of the consultants on Greenland and their
recommendations for waste management in Barbados, a
copy of that report was delivered to every media housein
Barbados so that they could review the recommendations
and discuss the recommendations.

In addition to all of tha, Mr. Speaker, | wish to
remind this Chamber that two town meetings were held to
discussGreenland, onein St. Andrew and one at the Bethel
Methodist Church. We egtablished an Environmental
Impact Assessment into Greenland and a Sociad Impact
Assessment. We established a steering committee which
compriseddl of theorganisationsand individuals who said

that they objected to Greenland as the site for the landfill
- the Scotland Didtrict Association, Mr. Richard Goddard,
Mr. Edward Cumberbatch. We had sitting on that the
National Trust, the Chamber of Commerce, a wide range
o private sector organisations, public sector organisations
and every interest group in Barbados, every NGO that was
perceived as having an interest in the matter was put on a
steering committee. They were allowed full accesstodl o
theinformation availablefrom and by theconsultants. They
were given the Environmenta Impact Assessment (EIA)
they were given the Socia Impact Assessment (SIA) and
| dso want to remind this Chamber that the executive
summary of the EIA for Greenland was printed in its
entirety in both newspapers and people were asked to give
comment within a specific date. All of that was done to
ensure that there was transparency in relation to Greenland.
All of the people who objected were condtituted into a
committee and given the opportunity to review al of the
material and to comment and to meet with the consultants
themsdlves.

In fact, Mr. Speaker, it is a fact that that steering
committee which was comprised of objectorsto Greenland
saw the report from the consultants, including the EIA and
the SIA before they came to me as Minister. That was the
level of transparency that we had. They met with those
consultants and had discussionswith them, werefree to ask
them questions on any issue before | have even seen the
consultants or knew whom they were. That was whét the
Government alowed to happen. So there is nothing about
concealment or treating people with discourtesy or hiding.
Noneof that has gone on. This has been acompletely open
process. Severa sets of experts have al identified
Greenland as a suitable site for a landfill. There are, it is
conceded, some engineering chalenges but there were
engineering chalenges when we built the Deep Water
Harbour on reclaimed land and people said that it would
snk. There were engineering challenges when the Queen
Elizabeth Hospita was built on a bog and people said it
would sink. We have in Barbadosto have confidencein the
level of expertise that we have and we have experts who
can mea the chalenge of engineering Greenland to
acceptable gandards and maintained to acceptable
gtandards. | have continued to say that once the iandfill is
constructed acommittee of residentsfrom the affected area
will be condtituted to review the operations from time to
time and report to Government whenever there is a
problem at the landfill.

| do not know, Mr. Speaker, that we can do more
than that. We have made a decision, we have been
absolutely transparent, we have delayed moving from
Mangrove a the time that we said we would in order to
ensure the widest possble consultation, in order to
guarantee trangparency, to check and re-check our figures
or facts and the technica information so as to ensure that
the problems which took place at Mangrove would not be
repeated at Greenland. In those circumstances, Mr.
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Speaker, | an now informing this Chamber that we will be
moving out of Mangrove and going to Greenland over the
next few months and the date will be announced.

400 p.m.

The tenders for the congruction of the Greenland
Landfill are dready out and have been approved by the
Cabinet. A couple of weeks ago in speaking to the Press,
I made the point that work on Greenland hed started and |
was very careful to say what the nature of that work had
been, that we had done all of the geo-technical and other
surveys and tests. We have developed an engineering
design which would ensure that even in the event of an
unseasonableand heavy rain that the landfill would not be
flooded. We have taken theadviceand information of long
livers from the district around Greenland and usd al of
the anecdota history and commentary and the locd
knowledge of the area to help the technocrats, local and
foreign, in the design of the construction of the landfill. |
never said before that construction hed started. When |
spoke in terms of the work on Greenland having started, |
was clear to cast my remarks in the context of work
preliminary and preparatory to construction. In fact, one of
the journalists who was there when | made the remark and,
| dwayswonder how they digtort, asked when congtruction
would start and whether it was true that the tender hed
goneout and had been approved by the Cabinet. | was very
careful to say that | would not say at that time when actua
congtruction would start and an announcement would be
made later on. But yet, within 2 days, | could read in the
paper that | had said that work at Greenland in terms of
congtruction hed started. But that is the natureof the people
with whom we dedl.

Mr. Speaker, thereisonelagt point that | would want
to make and it is in response to something that the
Honourable Member for S. Michadl East raised. That is
the matter of Greenland being onedf the sitesidentifiedin,
| think it was, either the 1990 or 1991 Water Resources
Study. It is true that Greenland was identified as a site for
damming water. Of dl the sites gpproved and short-listed
for damming water, Greenland was the penultimate choice.
It was the one before the last. It ranked this low because
the shape of Greenland apparently was not conducive to
damming of water. The government therefore made a
decison that given all the technical reasons that mede
Greenland well-suited for a landfill. The landfill would in
fact be sited there, but that the damming would go on at
other sites which had been identified as more appropriate
and better suited to damming than Greenland is.

Much has been said today about the fact that the
tipping fee will cause illegd dumping. The Government
recognizes this possibility and the tipping fee cannot be
imposed in a vacuum, Sir. What you will see coming

before this Chamber very shortly is a new regime of
legidation and a new way of operation for the landfill that
will militate against illegd dumping and | will give
soecifics. On my dek at the moment is legidation which
will deal with the illegd dumping of offal and other
materiais. That legidation aso deals with damage to cora
reef. It is legidation that is intended to help protect the
environment. That legidation is coming to Parliament.

As the Minister of Hedlth and the Environment | also
intend to make proposas to the Cabinet that will ensure
that a the new landfill we operate what is cdled a cradle
to grave manifest system where an individua is charged
with the responsibility of carrying waste from its point of
origin to the landfill. So that when it leaves the point of
origin we have a record of it and if it does not reach the
landfill then CEO's are going to be fined and people are
going to be pendized not only in terms of monetary
penalties but at risk of imprisonment if illegal dumping
goes on.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member has two
minutes to conclude.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: These are the kinds
of policies that exist throughout the world and this new
form of environmenta management, this new regime of
economic and general environmental incentives, this
environmental package which we have been seeking to
enunciate and develop in the form of solid wagte and
sawerage management will bring Barbados in line with
what exigs in the rest of the world in more developed
countries. It is not a step backwards. It is not a pendty to
poor people. It is, Mr. Speaker, Sir, the next stage of
development, the stege that will guarantee that Barbados
will continue to enjoy a good hedth care system by not
having garbage problems and that we as a people will
enjoy our environment and the tourists enjoy an
environment that is protected through a proper solid waste
programme and through a proper sysem of sewerage
management and disposal.

That, Mr. Speaker, Sir, is what this Levy helps to
accomplishand | congratulate the Minister of Finance and
| am happy to be one of the change agents who is helping
to set Barbados on this new path to development. Thank

you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St
Michad West Centrd.

His Honour R. D. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, | rise
to make a short intervention and to support this piece o
legidation before this Honourable Chamber. This
Environmenta Levy, Sir, and other green taxes to be
introduced are certainly a step in the right direction.
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Such a move, Sir, gives Barbadians the stimulus to move
away from being a typica Western consumer society to
become a conserver society.

For too long, Sir, this society has been hiding from
the truth. Sir, we drive our cars and we keep running our
ar condition units. We run our refrigerators and freezers
with neither a care. Sir, we have pumped tonnes of
chloroform carbons into the atmosphere and these
substances can do two things. One, they can deplete the
ozonelayer and, secondly, they can increasethe amount of
greenhouse gases in the air. We have to pay a price, Sir,
for being a capitalist society. Take for instance, Sir, the
tyres that we use on our cars. When these tyres have
passed their safety limit, we discard them. When we use
soft drinksand o, we discard the containers. Thesamecan
be said, Sir, o newspapers, cardboard boxes, packaging
materials, plastic bags and plastic forks. Sir, dl of this
material must be disposed of and of course it ends up at
the landfill.

410 p.m.

Talking about the landfill, Sir, and the disposa o
garbage, as a boy playing on that pasture in the Pasture
Road, Bank Hl aea the congituency which you
represent, Sir, and some time last year | remember you
took the initigtive and made sure that al the old
refrigerators, dead dogs and everything that was dumped
there were removed from there, and eventudly it was
stopped. You were able then, Sir, to make it into a playing
field, which the young people of the area are using, and
you have gone so far asto put in a play park for thelittle
children in thearea | must compliment you on that.

In asmal densaly populated country such asours, if
we want to be producing 0 much refuse we should be
paying for its digposd. If we say we are going to charge a
moderate fee, say $15 or $20 per tonne, for tipping, thisis
more than reasonable.

Taking about paper, Sir, many businesses and
individuals, as well as Government Departments, waste
reamsand reasmsd paper every day, and thismust be dealt
with. The question | would like to ask is if this paper
cannot be recycled. We can asolook at typewriter ribbons,
copying residue, old car batteries, old paints, solvents,
degreasers andd| other hazardoussubstanceswhich should
be disposed of in a proper manner and should be included
under thislevy.

| want to make an intervention on wastage. | believe
that every Government Department should have a waste
audit and every two years or so an audit done. If
Government sets the example, undoubtedly the private
sector will follow. Not only will it cut down on the
wastage but it will save money as well.

We should also encourage people to reduce the
amount of materials they use They should be reusing
containers and where possible recycling and composting.
We must clearly define the terms of recycling, "green”
business and sorting. | would say that Government should
belooking actively and pursuing recyclingand composting.
Whet | believeis necessary in this country isimplementing
harsher pendlties on people who litter and dump illegaly.

Mr. Speaker, a hedthy environment still remains a
prerequisite for a hedthy population and we should be
encouraging and educating people, starting with our
children. We should start in the schoolsand keep educating
children about the environment.

| also want to make two points. One, the Minister of
Hedth in her presentation talked a bit on sanitation and
about the position of the trucks at the Sanitation Service
Authority when the Barbados L abour Party came to power.
| want to say that since this Government came to power, |
saw a reduction in the amount of garbage on our streets
and | want to compliment her for thet. | am not saying that
everything isrosy where that is concerned, because | know
that there are some areas in my constituency where some
of thetrucks do not go into the smaller areas to removethe
garbage. | have found tha the people still have to be
bringing their garbage up the gap to the top and leaving it.
If the truck does not come around for aday or so, because
in most areas we get a two-day collection, you find that the
garbageis then strewn all around by the dogs and the wind.

Mr. Spesker, | just want to say that | believe the
direction this good Government is going in implementing
an environmenta levy is the right step in the direction o
"green’ taxes.

| thank you.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | will
not be very long in this debate, but | should congratulate
the Honourable Member for St. Michadl East for a very
good presentation, in which he demongrated as usud a
great knowledge of the Democratic Labour Party's position
relativeto the aternativesitesfor waste disposal and other
aspects of our environmental policy. | want to congratulate
him for that contribution and | want perhaps to add my
voice to some of the comments which have been made in
the course of this debate.

| have no sympathy for the Right Honourable
Member for St. Peter bringing this legidation a year after
the Budget, and the legislation which is being brought has
less to do with what the Honourable Member said during
the Budget then it has to do with what are afterthoughts
about asuitableway of raising revenue. Thisisonly called
an environmental levy, but this has nothing to do with
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any environment. The Governmentis running a surplus. If
it wanted to divert resources to the environment, we would
not be engaging in this time wasting exercise from 20 past
11 o'clock thismorning right now to 20 past 4 o'clock this
afternoon. All it would require is for the Minister of
Finance dtting & his desk to determine in the annua
Edimates that he is going to make an adequate and
fulsome provisonfor the relevant Ministry which is going
to undertake the task of the environment. The Minister of
Finance now recognises there is no need, but to save face
heis bringing this legidation before the House to give the
impression that he is introducing some imposition on the
public so that they will be more conscious of weste
management issuesin Barbados.

The second point is that it is horrendous to think -
and there is no other Minigter of Financein the world who
on the threshold of introducing a Vadue Added Tax and
abolishing dl other indirect taxes would, days before his
announcementsrel ative to the Vaue Added Tax, introduce
a brand new indirect tax in Barbados. Wha we have had
this week, Mr. Speaker, is a long story from the Right
HonourableMember for St. Peter to the public about dl the
indirect taxes which need to be removed in Barbados and
why they need to be removed to be replaced by a VAT,
and days before he isgoing to announce the introduction of
a VAT heisintroducing another indirect tax. Now | hope
that the Honourable Member for St. Peter will dlow the
House to know whether this tax is going to be abolished
next wesk or whether he is aready reversing himsdf on
yet another issue, and while on the one hand saying he is
abolishing indirect taxes and replacing them with a VAT,
heisin fact now making further imposition on the people
o Barbados. But that does not surprise me, Mr. Speeker,
Sir, because | heard one o the underlings - and | don't
mean that as an offensve term. "underling” meaning a
junior = in the Ministry of Finance on the radio this
morning.

4.20 p.m.

The Barbados Labour Party has a solid record of
reducing certain areas of taxation. The Honourable
Member's economic policy is based on a low tax, low
interest rate, low energy price policy and | heard the
Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Finance on the
Voice o Barbados Radio this morning saying thet it would
be very difficult to make any adjustments relative to the
price of petroleum products because the Government is
locked into a MOBIL agreement. | don't want to divert to
that subject, but | remember he is probably not spesking
for the Right Honourable Member for St. Peter. In fact, |
would dare say he could not be spesking for the Right
Honourable Member for St. Peter because the Right
Honourable Member gave me an undertaking and the rest
o Barbadosthat at the earliest possible time, and we are
nw into 19 or so months, tha he would make

arrangements to terminate the MOBIL contract and
provide...

Mr. SPEAKER: Honourable Member, please | would
wish that you would relate what you are saying to the Bill.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: | agree with you, Sir.
That's why | will relate it. What the Parliamentary
Secretary in the Minigtry of Finance said this morning is
that the Government islocked into an arrangement because
o the consumptiontaxes on petroleum productsand we are
dealing with the indirect tax here. What | am saying is that
the Government isreversingitself on the fundamentals, low
energy price, low tax, low interest rates. Agan this
morning and | am buttressing the point | am making by
saying that the junior Minister of Finance was heard to be
saying that there will be no reduction in relation to the
price of petroleum products because it would be very
difficultto reducethelevel of taxation on those productsin
Barbados.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, these reversalsdo not surprise me.
We had a reversd on the low tax and in fact the
Honourable Member for St. Peter can only say to the
people of Barbados thet his tax concessons to the
manufacturing sector relieved them of $5 million but he
then had to turn around and sy that the Democratic
Labour Party's tax reform in 1993 relieved taxpayers of
paying $40 million indirect taxes. So Mr. Spesker, Sir, his
boast on reduced taxation isan idle boast and the Barbados
Labour Party boast is entirely idle.

They do not propose to introduce any low tax, low
energy prices or low interest rates policies. This is an
indication that that fundamental economic policy has been
jettisoned, abandoned and thrown through the window by
the Right Honourable Member for St. Peter. | was only
waiting to hear about energy prices and | heard it this
morning on the radio. It has been confirmed to the people
o Barbados that between now and the year 2000 the
Barbados Labour Party believes that it has no leverage, no
elbow room to reduce the taxes on petroleum productsand
therefore there will be no possihility of increased margins
to the dealers or reduced prices to consumers.

The entire fundamentals have gone and | hope that
the Right Honourable Member for St. Peter can get it on
course and provide the level o rdief that is necessary. |
am saying that this is an exercise that is unnecessary
becauseif the Minister of Finance wanted to put his money
where his mouth is on this issue dl he needed to do, he
was running a surplus, was to make a sufficient alocation
to the rdevant Minidry in Government, increase his
budgetary dlocation to undertake all of this without
increesing the burden of taxation on the people of
Barbados.
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It is also unnecessary because by his own statement
he plans to abolish indirect taxes next week, 0 why arewe
introducing a levy this week only to abolish it next week
and replace it by a VAT? This will be a one-week tax in
Barbadosor it meansthat what has been said to the people
of Barbadosis not correct. Somebody has been mideading
them because theimpression has gone abroad that the VAT
is replacing all indirect taxes except import duties. It is
replacing consumption tax and stamp duty. Those are the
two principa indirect taxes which Barbadians face and if
they were too many it would not make sense to have a
VAT jugt to take away 2 if weintroduce 1. If not, the net
effect of what we are doing today is that the VAT will
result in 2 taxes replacing 2 taxes. The VAT and the
Environment Levy will bereplacing the stamp duty and the
consumption tax, if | am to understand the logic correctly.

So we have 2 new taxes, one today and one next
Tuesday or whenever. | assume the House will meet in a
week.

Aside.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Hedidn't ask for my help.
He doesn't need my help. | afforded him $40 miillion in tax
reductions which he is now admitting to the people of
Barbados. The Right Honourable Member does not need
my help or help from anybody over here. We hdped him
dl we could.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, on a point of
order, Sir. The Member is mideading the House. There
was a Minister of Finance in the form of the member for
St Michadl South who introduced the income tax reform
and | know how careful the Member for St. Michadl South
is about seeking vindication and about how careful heis
when the Member for . John claimscredit for things that
arenot his. The credit for theincome tax reform fell to the
substantive Minister, the Member for St. Michad South,
and again he wants to midead this Honourable House.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, that
intervention does not bother me. The Honourable Member
wants to prove heis hisown man. He wanted an economic
debate with us and we have been waiting for it since the
Estimates and every week the Budget gets pushed further
and further away and yet he has the temerity...

Mr. SPEAKER: Please let us get back to the Bill
before the House,

Mr. D. J H. THOMPSON: Mr. Spesker, this is a
measure to give effect to decisions which were put to this
House in the last Budget. It is coming on the heds o
another Budget. We have been anxious in this House to
have a full debate on all the economic fundamentds and
the Government has not yet afforded us the opportunity.

Certain remarks made by the Member for St. John
were expunged from the record by Mr. SPEAKER.
4.30 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member, please!
The Honourable Member is aware of the Standing Orders.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: This legidation is as a
result of dilatorinesson the part of the Minister of Finance.
Itisasaresult of poor fiscd planning because we on this
side of this House have committed oursdves to an
approach which will see the Budget following closely on
the heds of the Estimates and we tried some years ago to
e that process brought to fruition. The Honourable
Member for . Peter was one of the chief proponents o
the view that the Estimatesand the Budget debate should
be collapsed into one debate and that those matters should
be dedlt with.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member, please. |
do not know if you are hearing the Chair but | am asking
you please address the Bill that is before the House. May
| remind you of theruled anticipation which statesclearly
that you cannot bring beforethis House matters that are set
to be discussed. Please, could you stick to the Bill?

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Spesker, | an not
speaking about anything that is to come before the House.
| am speaking now about the principle that in fisca
planningin Barbadosthe Honourable Member for St. Peter,
and thisis a fisca matter, had committed himself, dong
with other Members of this Chamber in the past to a
policy. He went as far, | think, as to write to the Clerk of
Parliament, that was indicated to the House to seek ...

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, | wroteto the
Clerk of Parliament to indicate thet if it was the intention
o the then adminigtration to collapse the two processes
into one that it would require fundamenta changesin the
Standing Ordersof this House as they pertain to the debate
on financia matters, that | was not aware that the Standing
Orders Committee had met to deal with any such matter
and therefore | was not aware how the then administration
was hoping to proceed as it had announced to collgpse two
measures into one.

| am glad the Member has raised that point because
| was waiting for him to say so to say that | have never
been party to the intent to collapse them into one because
| recognized you would have to change the Standing
Orders of this House first.

Mr. D. J H. THOMPSON: Mr. Spesker, the
Honourable Member has said exactly what | was going to
say, that he would be committed, as far as | know, to
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the fundamental changes that would be necessary to have
thisfull financia debate. Over a year since the last Budget
- | am not dealing with the next Budget because | do not
know if it will ever come, and | am not anticipating the
House. | am guided by you, Sir. You are not anticipating
abudget nor am | anticipatinga budget. We may not even
have a budget so | thank you for that advice, Sir. Y ou, like
the rest of Barbados cannot anticipate whether there will
even be a budget in Barbados.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Bill now, the Bill that is before
the House.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: We had the full 12
months passed ...

Mr. SPEAKER: What about the Bill?
Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Thet is whet | am at now.

...and thislegidation now comesto the House. It does
not reflect substantially what wasin that last Budget and it
reflects a range of new things.

There is a point which the Honourable Member for
<. Michad South Central made which needs, in nmy view,
to be heeded by the Government. When you introduce
measures in a Budget, as the Honourable Member for S.
Peter did in his last Budget, people in the private sector,
people who are involved in business start to plan for those
measures. But the people who consult with Government are
not those people. Thisis part of the problem.

Thereisacliqueof businesspeoplein Barbados- the
Honourable Member for St. Peter knows them, | know
them, the Honourable Member for Christ Church South
knows them and the Honourable Member for . Michad
Central knows them - who are in discussions in planning
that legidation. They are fighting their cause on theissue,
but the average man who has started to plan hislife would
have been given no indication by the Minister of Finance
that he had second thoughts in reation to some of these
issues, and that what may be coming to the House may be
substantially different to what he had proposed.

| think, Sir, in that regard, if 1 were a Minister of
Finance who did that, you could accuse me of negligence
to the people. | would have been negligent in not returning
to the people after the Budget and saying, " Look. | have
had second thoughts about these measures. | am going to
revise them sgnificantly so do not plan your business
arrangements aong these lines. | was a bit confused and
mixed up when | introduced those measures. | was playing
to the Gallery and publicity. | was engagingin pure politics
and obfuscation. | have now seen redlity and now that |
have seen redlity | am adjusting my policy because there
are very few measures in the last Budget”.

Mr. Speaker, thisis an unbelievable scenario. There
are very few measures in the last Budget which have been
introduced in this House in the form in which they were
announced in the Budget. The HonourableMember for St.
Peter, and that is why you are quiteright, thereis no point
anticipating a Budget because even when the Budget is
given it does not mean anything because the legidation
which will follow has nothing to do with what the Minister
of Finance says in the Budget debate.

Aside.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: But you were never like
that. Even though the Honourable Member for St. Michadl
South Central showed you another way you till went
ahead and pursued it, much to your detriment, SO you are
now praising people in hindsight.

Thisisa5-minutespeech. | promised only a 5-minute
peech.

So, Mr. Speaker, what do we have in Barbados? This
is the scenario of confusion that we have and only the
Honourable Member for St. Peter can hold our hands and
take usout of it. We have an indirect t ax being introduced
this week, indirect taxes being abolished next week or
whenever, and a new indirect tax being introduced next
week. The net effect will be that two indirect taxes will go
next week. One will be introduced next week and one will
be introduced this week. Those are the facts before the
House.

You have a scenario in which the Honourable
Member for St. Peter, the key factor which he brought to
economic planning was his forecasting ability. All o his
forecasts on smple fiscal matters have been totaly out of
wack. Today, the Honourable Member for St. Michad
South Centrd showed how the effect of what he would
haveintroduced in thelast Budget istotaly out of line with
redity and we had other legidation which has had to be
amended because it is totaly out of line with what the
Minister of Finance intended.

Then you haveflip-flops or clear reversalsto theSo-
caled policy of low interest rates, low taxation and low
energy costs. Onelimb dof it isrepresented by this, the Bill,
an increase in taxation through the introduction of an
environmenta levy by this legidation which is before us.
As | said, | will not refer to what | heard on the radio this
morning, nor will | refer to the question of interest rates
until later.

Findly, Mr. Speaker, you have thislegidation coming
more than a year after the last Budget presentation. Mr.
Spesker, if you wish HonourableMembersto listen intently
and make notes whenever a Budget is hdd again in this
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country, | believe that the person who is going to deliver
that Budget, and | know it will not be me, will have a duty
to clarify al o that before he could expect us to believe
that what is said in the Budget is going to be reflected in
thelegidation which isbrought before this Chamber, if not,
there is no way in which people in the private sector and
individuads can activdly plan in the context of
Government's fiscal policy. Thisisaclear exampleof those
kinds o policies gone awry, improperly planned, badly
executed and of a Government being negligent in not
telling the public that it has changed its position along the

way.

With those few words, Sir, we cannot support this
increasein taxation. It ison the pretext of an environmental
levy, but thisis just another tax collecting exercise.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, we left office by reducing the
burden of taxation in Barbados at the end o the day,
remova o levies, reduction in income tax, etc. and we
have to stand on the side of that policy and we therefore
will not be able to support this particular Bill.

4.40 p.m.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the
Member for St. John has dready cdled for some place for
him to put what he calls the dead weight of the Democratic
Labour Party. | just want him to know, Sir, that the dead
weight of the Democratic Labour Party is not going to
atract either atipping fee nor an environmental levy in its
disposal. | will start with his contribution athough | wish
to start with that of the Member for S. Lucy. | felt the
Member for St. Lucy should have referred Members to
page 448 of the Public Sector Staff list where the Board of
the Sanitation Service Authority is shown and the Members
for that Board under the Democratic Labour Party were a
Mr. J. Danid and a Mr. D. C. Franklyn, a Mr. G. Holder,
a Ms. S. Alleyne, othersand a Mr. D. Kelman. | believe
that | have a respongbility to tell the House that Mr. D.
Kellman and the Member for St. Lucy are one and the
same person, Sir, and that he was a member of the
Sanitation Service Authority that magnificently presided
over the mismanagement of Mangrove.

Now, Mr. Speaker, Sir, | am not going to get into the
debate as to whether he personaly is respongble for the
Mangrovelandfill. | know heisresponsiblefor the problem
with the sugar industry because he was the financid
controller for that sector. But | will not have whet is now
being proposed by Government in the nature of tipping fee
misrepresented by a person who sitsin this Houseand who
was a Member of the Board of Directors of the Sanitation
Service Authority.

Mr. Speaker, from 1971 the Sanitation Service
Authority was by regulation of that year authorised to
charge feesfor the removal and the collection of rubbish.

They were dlowed to charge for mould $15.00 per load.
For the rubbish of any trade or business or from
congruction sites, a fee of $1.00 per cubic yard. For the
removal of al household or domestic rubbish a fee of
$1.00 per cubic yard. What we are proposing to do is to
replace, and we want to make it clear, Sir, we are
abolishing these existing regulations that have been in
existence from 1971 and replacing them by a tipping fee.
When a person who is sitting in this House and who has
been a member of the Board of Directorsdf the Sanitation
Service Authority can get on the Floor of Parliament and
criticise the Sanitation Authority for the charging of fees
for the dumping of things on site, when he presided as a
member of the Board on the collection of feeson domestic
rubbish, household rubbish, mould from excavation sites
and the kind, we are in dangerous waters.

Mr. D. &. E. KELLMAN: On a point of order, Sir,
| chalenge the Minister of Finance.

Mr. SPEAKER: Your point of order, please.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Yes, Sir. The Minister of
Finance is mideading this House because he cannot
produce any document in this House to show that one cent
was collected for domestic garbage and was placed
anywhere in the Consolidated Fund or anywhere in any
revenue collection account in Barbados.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | want to
refer this House again to the Sanitation Service Authority
Fees Regulations, 1971 because the essential point in this,
Sir, is that the tipping fee is now to replace these
regulations of 1971 which are now being abolished.
Between 1971 and 1996 the Sanitation Authority wasin a
podtion to collect these fees as approved by this
Parliament.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: On a point of elucidation, Sir. |
am a little concerned, Sir. The charges which you are
reading out now relate to collection and transport. Is that
the same thing as a tipping charge? For my information,
Sir, and information of the House, | am asking whether or
not a tipping chargeis the same thing. In other words, if |
own a business and | paid a truck to take my garbage to
the dump am | going to be charged a tipping charge at that
point?| understand that to bea tipping charge. | understand
those charges are collection and transport charges so it
seems to me to be a bit d a problem. | do not understand
it.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: What | am saying is that
these regulations are now being removed so that even if in
the past the Sanitation Authority could charge for the
collection of rubbish as it could have and did, that is now
being removed and wha would obtain in the future is
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that if you take commercial rubbish to the landfill you will
pay atipping fee. But it is unworthy of a person who was
a member of the Board of the Authority and knew that
theseregulationsexisted totry to create theimpression that
the charging of a fee for the collection and remova of
rubbish in this country is something that is new. | want to
stress that point.

Now, Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Member for St. John
spoke at length and his role obvioudly is to try to confuse
the issue. |1 do not blame him because he is holding on
tenuoudly to officeand hisleadershipin his party. If he has
a party that is divided on its own purposes, his party
strongly called upon the Government to introduce the VAT.
They said we were too dow in introducing the VAT and |
heard himself and a person from the Other Place
lambaste the Government for being too tardy in
introduction of the VAT.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, | do not
want to prolong the debate. The Honourable Member for
St. Peter is mideading the House. 1 have never accused the
Government of being tardy inintroducingit. | have accused
the Government of being tardy in not telling the public
when it is going to introduce a VAT. That is the concern
that the Minister himself does not appear to know. The
private sector does not know, you do not know, Sir, | do
not know, nobody knows.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, at one stage
the Government had representation from the spokesmanfor
the NDP that we should teke 2 years while the Senator
from the Other Place was saying that weare too Slow. | am
saying that we must be doing something right if both the
NDP and the DLP are criticising it. One is saying we are
going to fast and the next becauseweare doing it too Sow.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, as the Member for St. John knows,
there are a large number of niggling indirect taxes in
Barbados. Consumption tax is one, Sir. Stamp duty on
goodsis another. Y ou have entertainment tax, you have the
hotel and restaurant sales tax, you have ticket taxes, you
have taxes on travel, you have taxes on mining and
quarrying, you have bank taxes on assets, a whole range of
indirect taxes including import duties. You aso, Sir, have
atraining levy that predatesthe VAT and as far as | am
aware, Sir, and | would have to consult within the Ministry
of Finance will also be there after the VAT and that the
training levy was retained in place by the Democratic
Labour Party even when they wanted to hold a VAT. |
challenge the Member for St. John to deny this now, Sir.
The Vaue Added Tax was never intended to replace al
indirect taxesand | challenge the Member for St. John on
the Floor of this House and to deny that it was ever
intended to replace dl indirect taxes, Sir.

450 p.m.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, | am not
getting up to deny anything. | an saying that the
Honourable Member for St. Peter is who said so. | saw him
on my television screen Saturday or Sunday and the people
who | was with said: "Praise the Lord. He is removing
taxation." But then he went on to say that he was going to
apply it on a wider range of goods and | said: "Oh! Lord,
he gives it in one hand and he is taking it back in the
other.” And | sat with them in silence and nodded my
head.

Mr. SPEAKER: This was not a video though? Was
this a video?

Mr. D. J H. THOMPSON: No, this was televison =
live and in living colour.

Rt. Hon. 0. S. ARTHUR: Sir, | understand only so
well the anticsof the Member for St. John but nobody has
ever said, Sir, that the import duty is an indirect tax and it
is intended to replace the import duty, and nobody ever
sad that it was to replace dl. It is not intended to replace
al but it certainly will replace the consumption tax, the
stamp duty on goods, hotel and restaurant sales tax, the
entertainment tax and taxes of that character.

Now, Mr. Speaker, that point is clear and that was the
concept of the VAT from its very inception, that import
duties would remain...

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON. Mr. Speaker, Sir, on a
point of elucidationif the Honourable Member would give
way. | am elucidating, Sir. My only concern is whether the
VAT isgoing to replace the EnvironmentLevy. Soiif heis
going to remove that when he introducesthe VAT, well he
will reflect on that issue and that is the questionthat | want
answered, Sir.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the
Member wants now to run from that position about the
VAT replacing al. Sir, from the outset, it was understood
that the VAT aone could not yield al of the revenue that
is intended to yield by the existing range of taxes and that
excises on certain commodities will remain in place. The
draft legidation, Sir, that has been circulated is legidation
that says that excises will remain in place on petroleum
products, tobacco, liquor and motor cars. The issueis Do
we impose excises up to the level that they will
give the same amount of revenue from those items on
which they are imposed in addition to the VAT or do you
imposeexcisesin such away that theexcisesand the VAT
will let those commodities stay at the same prices? The
answer is, Sir, if you alow the excises and the VAT yield
the same levd of revenue from those commodities,
particularly petroleum products, the price of the product
would rise. When Mr. Barker made that point then, Sir,
he was trying to draw reference to the fact that the
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Government has had to make a determination asto whether
we are going to let petroleumn products rise because of the
VAT or not and that we are taking the decision that the
price of petroleum products will not be alowed to rise
because of the introduction of the VAT. | thank him, Sir,
for putting it out. The Member for St. John tried to
discredit him but that is the reality of the fact that the..

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: On a point of order, Sir.
| heard the news report this morning. That is not what the
Parliamentary Secretary wasdiscussing. He was discussing
the Mohil Agreement and thefact that it does not end until
the year 2000 and that the reason why petroleum pricesare
at that level is because there are certain built in taxes
which the Government does not propose to reduce. That is
al he sad and | repeated today what he said. | have
nothing to do with those other embellishments because
the Junior Miniser does not understand what he is
saying either...

Mr. SPEAKER: Okay, please. You have made your
point.

Aside.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: On apoint of order, Sir. As we
discussthis matter of levies, | think that it isimportant that
this House should know that that is the favourite form of
taxation of the Honourable Member for St. Peter and that
he was the person who introduced the idea to the late Tom
Adams in 1981,

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no point of order, Sir. Let us
proceed please. That is no point of order.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, the Member
for St. John seems to believe that he has in this matter a
responsibility to try to confuse the public as to what the
VAT is about. Mr. Speaker, | understand the policy of the
dtuation. But thetruth is that the VAT was never intended
to replace al indirect taxes and it will not and | come to
the point that was crucial to this debate that at the Rio
Summit it was proposed in Principle 16 that member
countries national authorities should endeavour to promote
the interndization of environmental and the use o
economic instruments taking into account the polluter. |
make the point to say this, Sir, that there are countries like
Great Britain and countries in the European Union that
have both a VAT as well as an environmental levy and that
thisenvironmenta levy relatesto thefact that weareat the
tip of theiceberg where finding solutions to environmental
problemsis concerned, that what we are facing this year is
but the first part o a series of fairly expensve amounts
that will have to be incurred in finding environmentd
solutions. They are talking in terms of constructing and
establishing and operating a landfill in a manner that does
not give rise to a Stinkeroo and, Mr. Speaker, they are

speaking in terms of establishing a composting facility and
establishing a facility that will deal with solid bulk items
and that the total costs of solid waste management
solutions in Barbados are going to add to Government's
expenditure an amount that goesfar beyond what has been
provided in this year's Estimates. We therefore have, Sir,
to add to Government's revenue a stream of revenue to
meet those costs that will be coming in the future and that
is whet thisis about. It is a tax, Sir, that has now found
favour al over the world and, Mr. Speaker, what is
interesting in this debate, Sir, is that the Opposition parties
have condemned the environmental levy but they are not
prepared to face the fact that we are introducing as part of
a two-pronged approach to dealing with solid waste
management problems and that we are not only having an
environmenta levy, but we are also introducing a regime
of concessionsfor companiesthat areinvolved in recycling.

Aside.

Mr. SPEAKER: TheHonourable Member, you arenot
only interrupting the House. You are interrupting me too.

Rt. Hon. 0. S. ARTHUR Mr. Speaker, Sir, | can
only spek in a sdutary manner with all Members on this
sideand dl Membersof nmy Party because thereis no dead
weight in this Party whatsoever. But the Member for St.
John cannot get up and say the same thing about his Party,
Sir. Heis the dead weight.

Mr, SPEAKER: Honourable Members, please. The
Honourable Member for &. John and the Honourable
Member for St. Peter, please could we address the Bill and
let us move on?

500 p.m.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | wes
making the point that the word must go forward fmm this
Parliament that the environmental levy is but one of a two-
pronged approach by Government to find solid waste
management solutions in this country, that even as we are
introducing an environmental levy we are also giving a
new fiscal regimeto recyclers for thefirst timein Barbados
that gives them 10-year tax holidays, which include
refurbishment, as well as duty freerelief on all equipment
and materias used to establish industries. So that if the
Houseis going to have a balanced perspective on theissue,
they have to balance on the one hand the tax that is going
to be collected relative to the revenue that is going to be
given up to those companies that are going to be
converting garbage into useful goods. That is the point.

Mr. Speaker, if we were only introducing an
environmental levy but not putting something postive in
placeby way of concessionsto encourageindustriesto start
recycling in this country, perhaps the Opposition would
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have a case, but they are obnoxioudly blind in not wanting
to face the redity of what is before this country, an
enlightened approach that brings Barbados in line with
other countries that are using both the carrot and the stick
in order to address environmental matters.

Aside.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, | realy would
be glad if what a Mr. Boyce said about the Honourable
Member for . John and mysdlf and our behaviour on the
LIAT plane were true, that we were not speaking to each
other. We spoke at length, athough Hayden Boycedid not

Sy 0.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Honourable Member for S.
Michad East gave a very long but tiny speech that was
intended to raise questions as to why it would have been
that he could find himsdf down in Shorey Village to
commiserate with the victims of a non-existent landfill, but
has never yet been able to find himsdf up in Arch Hall and
Benneits to commiserate with al of the victims for gx
years of his party's diabolical approach to solid waste
management. He was seen on the front page hugging up
people quarrelling about the effects of a non-existent
landfill up at Greenland.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order.
Itiswell known acrossthe length and breadth of Barbados
that | an by far the most caring Member o Parliament
they have today.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is that the point of order?

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: In addition to that, Sir, on more
than one occasion | have gone house to house and
expressed my concern for the residents of Arch Hdl and
Bennetts. | have gone mysdlf, personaly, and observed the
kind of conditionsthey were suffering. | am an asthmatic,
| understand the difficultiesthey were going through and it
isnot fair for therecord of thisHouseto reflect that | have
never once gone and shown compassion. That is not true.
| have gone on more than one occasion. | really regret that
the residents of Arch Hall and Bennetts had to suffer the
way they did, but they aresufferingjust likehow t' ¢ entire
Barbadian community will now suffer, because .7 the
inability of this Administration to remove garbage off the
Streets.

Mr. SPEAKER: You have made your point.
Mr. J. O. TUDOR: So not only the residentsof Arch
Hall and Bennetts, ...

Mr. SPEAKER: You have made your point.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: ..
suffering.

all of Barbados is now

Mr. SPEAKER: Take your seat, please. You have
made your point.

Rt. Hon. 0. S. ARTHUR Mr. Speaker, the Minister
of Agriculture said that he was seen in Shorey Village,
accompanied by a sheep, commiserating with the residents
of Shorey Village on the impact on them of a non-existent
landfill.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Spesker, | happened to have
been accompanied by the former Right Honourable Prime
Minister of Barbados, but the present Prime Minister ison
record of calling peopleal ki nds of names, and now today
he is referring to an honourable gentleman as a sheep.

Asides.
Mr. SPEAKER: Please.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Spesker, you are going to
have to ded with him.

Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: Honourable Members, order! Order!
Order, please!

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Last week, Sir, he lambasted a
journdlist in this House and up to now there has been no
proper apology on the record of this House.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please. Order. The Honourable
Member for . Michad East, you have made your point.
Y ou wereaccompanied by the former PrimeMinister. Teke
your seat, please. Could we proceed, please?

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, | stand on
what was reported to me by the Honourable Member for
St. James North and corroborated by the Honourable
Member for St. Michad East. | am making that point to
come to the gravamen of the issue.

Mr. Speaker, it does not fall properly from the mouth
of the Honourable Member for St. Michadl Bast, nor from
the mouth of any member of the Democratic Labour Party,
having presided over the environmentd disorder and the
blot and the hazard that constituted Mount Stinkeroo, now
to come to cadtigate anybody for any policies pertaining to
environmental management in this country. Mount
Stinkeroo will gand for ever and ever.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order.

Aside.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: On a point of order.

Mr. SPEAKER: One minute, please.
Aside.

Mr. SPEAKER: A point of order, please. The Right
Honourable Member for S. Peter, please.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: On a point of order. At no time
did | castigatetheadminigtration for any policy position on
the environment. What | castigated the Government for was
thefalure of thisadministration,that promised S0 much, to
collect garbage from around the length and breadth o
Barbados.

Mr. SPEAKER: Okay. Your point has been mede.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Precisdly. They have presded
over thefailure...

Mr. SPEAKER: Your point has been made, please.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Spesker, the image o
the Democratic Labour Party in the minds of the people of
Barbados is an image that has at its core a mountain o
gtinking garbage in the centre of St. Thomas, people in
Arch Hal suffering at the hands of a calous, callow and
indifferent Government and an unwillingnessand inability
on the part of the Democratic Labour Party to ded with the
matter.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, | am going to have
to ak that you strike the comments made by the
Honourable Member out of the record. We have made it
cler on severa occasions that we regret it. The
Honourable Member understands that this country was
going through a stabilisation programme...

Asides.
Mr. SPEAKER: Please.
Mr. J. O. TUDOR: ... and the resources were not...

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member, please.
That is no point of order.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: But he must not do that. You
cannot speak about uncouth and al that kind of thing.

Mr. SPEAKER: Just take your sedt, please.
Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, an | to

believe that the same Government that could not find
money to deal with Mount Stinkeroo could find millions of

dollars to spend on high priced consultants and other
persons to do the planning of a VAT for this country and
to saff a VAT Implementation Unit? It says something
about the prioritiesof the Democratic Labour Party. That
istheir priority, Sir. They did not care about the welfare of
the people of Barbados. We inherited the administration of
this country's affairs in September, and by October | hed
cdled the Minigter of Hedlth and said to her: "' Tell me how
much resources you want to get the job a Mount Stinkeroo
done, because it is a blot on Barbados and a threat to the
hedth of the people of this country.” And now those
Memberson the Other Side, who presided over the greatest
and most monumenta environmental disorder and disaster
in the Caribbean and the western hemisphere, now can dare
to come to the House to tak about their podtion an
environmental policy! Mount Stinkeroo is the symbol of
DLP environmentd policies. And it shall be so for aslong
as there is a Barbados. Mount Stinkeroo is what the DLP
and the environment is about. Throughout the length and
breadth of Barbados nobody believes the DLP when the
matter of environment comes up because they will dways
remember that the DLP left office with a nasty,
gtinking, smoking mountain of garbagein this country to
identify them en masse to Barbados. He was a member
of the Board.

510 p.m.

Mr. D. &. E. KELLMAN: On a point of order. Was
the Honourable Member refemng to the landfill at
Greenland or the one at Mangrove?

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the
Member for St. Lucy was a member of the Board o
Directors of the Sanitation Service Authority that put
Mount Stinkeroo in place and managed it as the worst
environmental disaster in the history of the Caribbean. | do
not want to hear pablum on the question of environmenta
management, because we have on thisside nothing to learn
from them where environmental managementis concerned.
We do not want to replicatethe sad and unfortunate history
that the Democratic Labour Party was party to and what
they did to Mangrove and to the people in the surrounding
areasin St. Thomeas. It was an ugly, sordid example of an
uncaring and insensitivegovernment which used the notion
of fisca stricture to judtify a threat to the hedth of the
peopledf this country.

| want to say that when in due course this Parliament
is asked to vote a supplementary of some substantia
amount to dlow fair payment to the people of Arch Hal
and Bennetts for the deterioration in their health caused by
the Mount Stinkeroo disaster, | hope that it will enjoy full
support on al sidesand | am not going to be hearing that
| am bringing too many supplementaries to Parliament. |
just want to say that a supplementary is going to have to
come here because the chapter on Mount Stinkeroo
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cannot properly be closed until the people of Barbados
recognise that the damage to those peoples hedth is
something for which they have properly to be compensated.

Mr. Speaker, this environmentd levy has been
brought to the House because the costs o finding solutions
to Barbados environmenta problemsare going to be large
and are going to amount in the future, If we were to go to
an incinerator it would run into tens o millionsof dollars.
We are bringing an environmentd levy because this
country must never again find itself in asituation where we
tell the people that we put their hedth at risk because we
do not have the will nor the imaginaion to raise the
resources to manage our landfills properly.

Itisin that context that | an proud and honoured to
bring this legidation to Paliament and | do now
respectfully move that this Bill be read a second time.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS. | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Mr. SPEAKER: Honourable Members, before we go
into Committee the present Chairman of Committees is
absent so we will have to gppoint a temporary Chairman.
Do we have a proposal?

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: Mr. Speaker, | would
suggest that we appoint the Honourable Member for Christ
Church East Central for the duration until he returns.

Hon. Sir HAROLD <. JOHN: | beg to second that.

The question was put that a temporary Chairman of
Committees be appointed and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

On the motion of Rt. Hon. 0. S. ARTHUR seconded
by Hon.D. A.C. SIMMONS, Mr. SPEAKER |eft the Chair
and the House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. D.
CARTER in the Chair.

Clauses | to 9 were called and passed.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Chairman, | beg to
move that the Schedule be the Schedule to the Bill.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: | beg to second that.
520 p.m.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

On the motion of Hon. D. A. C. SIMMONS, seconded
by Hon. G. W. PAYNE, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported to His
Honour the SPEAKER, the passing of one Bill in
Committee and Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and
reported accordingly

On the separate motions of Hon. D. A.C. SSIMMONS,
seconded by Hon. G. W. PAYNE, the Bill was read a third
time and passed.

ORDER NO. 6 - BILL TO AMEND THE BETTING
AND GAMING DUTIES ACT, CAP. 60

Asides.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: Mr. Speaker, | know that
itisusud at this hour to havea little levity at teatime, but
if the Honourable Member for St. John would just give me
a chance to do the Bill, he will get avay and revert to his
accustomed place downstairs near the bar.

Sir, the Betting and Gaming Duties (Amendment) Bill
is another piece of legidation that isa consequence of the
budgetary process of last year. Honourable Members will
recal, if they have the Budget speech from the past year,
that the Minister of Finance had proposed a fee structure
for the operating of gaming rooms in hotels and he hed
increased the annua licence fee payable by pool betting
agencies from $150 a year to $300, and for racing service
businesses from $60 000 to $75 000. After the budgetary
process was compl eted, there were certain representations
made to the Minister of Finance about the proposals. Those
representations were lisened to and what is before the
House is a synthesis of al of the discussions that have
taken place between April last year and February this year
when this Bill was drafted.

There are redly no matters of any great moment by
way of policy in the Bill itsdlf. There is a provison f a
regigtration. In clause 3 "Every person who prints tickets
bearing the meddlion for use of a racing service business
shdl submit the tickets to the Accountant Generd before
digtribution to the racing service business." The reason for
that is that these betting dips carry a duty. It was found
that one racing service which has closed down was not, in
fact, stamping the tickets so that the Accountant Generd
was at aloss to know how many tickets hed been sold and
to wha extent he was short of revenue, so they ae
stamping dl the tickets now when they are printed. The
racing service can have them and the Accountant
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Generd has a copy o how many tickets S0 that they can
reconcile the statements better. That is what we intend to
tighten in clause 3.

In addition to that, approved national organisations
have to register now if they want to carry on alottery and
they have to apply to the Comptroller for registration
giving the usua details of name and address of the
organisation and such other particulars as may be
prescribed, pay afee and once they are approved to pay the
fee, the Comptroller will register them.

That is redly the essence of this Bill. It sets out in
the Schedule the fees payable by the various organisations
and services or businesses which run bingo, pool betting,
racing service, gaming machines, amusement machines,
amusement arcade licences, and so on. It is pretty
graightforward.

| dso wish to mention this. Together with this Bill
we have published regulations amending the existing
regulations. The key feature of the amended regulation,
1996, is that no person under the age o 18 years will be
admitted to any betting facility to place a bet or purchase
aticket in respect of any lottery or collect money payable
in connection with a lottery. In other words, no person
under 18 can go into any depot that is selling Olympio or
Lotto and buy aticket or go to cash aticket. That is the
cut-off point.

There are obvioudy many sociologicad factors
involved in gambling apart from any economic spin-off that
acountry may get. Without going into the matter now, Sir,
| would just like to say that some of us are concerned at
the proliferation of gambling and the attraction of certain
types of gambling to the average people who cannot afford
to gamble. Later onin the year, Sir, | suppose we will have
a debate when some of us can express our views fully on
this matter but, for the time being, under 18s are banned
from playing Lotto or Olympio.

With those few remarks, Sir, | beg to move that this
Bill, which speaks for itself, be read a second time. There
is nothing complicated or esoteric about this Bill.

Mr. L. R. TULL: | beg to second that.

Mr. Speaker, | will be very brief on this Bill. We al
accept that gambling is now a mgjor economic activity in
Barbados and that it impactsin a very dramatic way on the
livesof many peoplein this country. | am glad to hear the
Government has been taking some look at some aspect o
gambling, and | would want to venture afew commentsin

relation to the operation of the horse racing betting pools
in Barbados.

| believe, Sir, it is proper for me to declarean interest
since | advised an applicant for such alicence. Thereisa
dtuation in the country where we are more and more
accepting that everybody should be able to participate in
the economic life of this country and to invest in whatever
area one wants, one must be troubled about the mere
monopoligtic position of those who run betting shops for
horse racing in Barbados. There are, in fact, two of them.
Recent experiences o mine have led me to see how they
have locked off in a very serious way the business of
betting the racing pools for themselves. | have had to look
a the Betting and Gaming Duties Act and the regulations
thereto over the last three or four months, and there are
ome serious deficiencies in them, that whereas the Act
may be suitable for an earlier time the Act is certainly not
auitable for the Situation that obtains in Barbados today. |
am asking the Government to take a look at the Act and
see where it can open up the Act to shut off these
monopoliesand dlow othersto participate asfreely asthey
want in that kind of economic activity.
530 p.m.

Now, Sir, in the old days there used to be afranchise
for the jockey club in England that was given to one
company in Barbados. We have a situation now, Sir, that
where any new agpplicant for licence for a racing pool,
according to those persons, not according to me, | read the
law differently, according to those persons can only get a
licence if they apply to the people whom they would
compete againgt to have a share of the monopoly franchise
that they have out of the United Kingdom In other words,
Mr. Speaker, Sir, you have to apply to someone that you
want to compete againgt in the same business for that
person to give you aright to be part of the operation of a
betting pool systemin thiscountry. Sir, | do not agree with
that interpretation. Those were the days before the
development of technology in the way in which you can
get audiovisud transmissionaf racingout of practicaly any
country in the world into Barbados so it isa new bal game
dtogether. But there are still persons who fedl that they
have a right to dictate in Barbados to Barbadians what
economic activity that they should participate in.

They say aword to the wise is enough but the peaple
of whom | speak are not wise so it is going to require more
than those words. | am using this opportunity, Sir, only to
fire afew warning shotsacrossthe brow of certain persons
because | mysdf as a legidator and as a practising
atorney-at-law in this country have been submitted to
abusein recent times by persons who have no goodwill in
my view for the masses of people across this country and
whose only matter of concernis how much money
they can make.
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| believe the Government has, if it ams to be a
Government of the good society, to investigate what is
happening in gambling in thiscountry. Let it al hang out.
Ventilate it, Sir. Let us dl look at it. Let the people of
Barbados understand who owns what, who runs what, who
pays what to whom, the whole works because | am
saddened when | ook at the forces at play in the last few
weeks in this country and ge how they have strangled off
honest endeavour by a number of people in this
community.

| want also, Mr. Speaker, to let it be known that we
must, in looking at this Betting and Gaming Act look at the
position of the people who comprise the committee. | am
not talking about the persons now. | an talking about the
positions, the offices. | cannot understand for instance, Sir,
if you appeal from the decision of the Chairman of the
Gaming and Betting Committee that the Chairman of the
Gaming and Betting Committee is a member of the apped
or review committee. | cannot undersand that, Sir. | also
cannot understand how we can continueto have a situation
in this country where personswho are principal advisersto
Ministersof Government, along with that role as principa
advisers, are also regulators of gambling. That is the best
way to put it. Somethingis wrong with it and | an urging
on the Government to give a very urgent look at the
dtuation as it affects, not only the persons who are in the
businessof running gambling establishmentsbut ultimately
the public would want to fed that there is some sort o
equity in this whole system.

| am not going to use this opportunity to go into the
question of returns but | redlly do fedl that the Government
should trest it as an utmost priority and do not dlow afew
individuals who fed that they have got more clout in this
society than anyonein this Chamber would want to think
they have. We want to prevent them from feeling that they
can run thiscountry in the way they want it to run and that
they can ridicule whom they want to ridicule and say who
is to get what and who is not get what in this country and
who is to go around telling people whom they know and
who will protect their interest. All that, Sir, needs to hang
out. | cannot be anymore vehement than | have been so far
to urge the Government, in the interest of the Government
and the people of this country, to conduct an urgent
investigation in the operations of the whole system o
gambling in Barbados. | an grateful to you, Sir.

Hon. Sir HAROLD St. JOHN: Mr. Spesgker, Sir, |
represent a constituency which startsat Rendezvous and it
goes right up to Silver Sands and in that area, Sir, thereis
an areacdlled the St. Lawrence Gap areaand the Worthing
View area, Sir, and there is a large number of
establishmentsthere who operate variousformsof activities
which come under the regulation of the Betting and
Gaming Act. | want to share with the House some

experiences that | have, particularly by way of telephone
calls, sometimesin the wee hours of the morning, in which
variousareasof dissatisfaction with the gambling machines
and the payout ratio in particular.

Everybody is not fully aware of the great degree of
dissatisfaction with the fact that the machineswhich arein
existence in Barbadosdo not state what is called a payout
ratio. | have never played a machine but people who make
it a habit, in particular ladies who make thisa habit, regard
it a being a matter of gross injustice to people who play
these machines that they are unaware of the payout ratio
which each establishment gives. They argue very strongly,
Sir, that it isin the interest of protection of the consumer
that there should be some minimum standards of payout
which isindicated very clearly just asif you bet on a horse
you know the odds, they say if you bet in a machinein any
country in the world that they should tell you that this
machine pays out a percentage of the take.

Now, | am told, Sir, that in many countriesthereare
regulations to this effect and | have had a look at the
Gambling Commission's Report and | believe that some
observations were mede in that report with respect to this
aeabut | have been persistently requested that on the next
occasion that this matter comes before Parliament that this
legitimate complaint, according to the players of machines
be put, Sir. Now in respect, Sir, of the areaof fees, | am
aso being besieged by two competing interestsin thisarea.
On the one hand, you have those people who have a bank
of machinesin their hotel and, on the other hand, you have
another group who have a bank of machinesin an arcade
and, particularly in the St. Lawrence area, there is a great
deal of dissatisfaction on the part of some people who have
to pay large arcade feesfor carrying on activity aong the
road. There are otherswho advertise their activity dongthe
same road but the activity is taking place in a part of the
hotel which is exposed to the road and one pays the fees
and the other does not pay the fees.

Sir, | have received so many letters and telephone
callsfrom thesecondtituents of mine as to what they regard
as unfair discrimination. They say that if hotelsare allowed
to carry on the activity with no payment of a fee for the
licenceto carry on the activity and only theindividual, then
they should not be dlowed to advertise in the road where
they havea sign apparently, Sir, dong . Lawrence Road
itself, on themain road that you have a situation where you
have an arcade near to the Pepperpot which has to pay
arcade fees and then you have a Sgn outside of the hotel
saying that you have games room in the hote in which
there is an arcade where one pays and one does not pay.
Thisis causing a tremendousamount of dissatisfaction and
| am the representative for the area and | mugt say, Sir,
that they meke persistent complaints and it is dmost
unanimous now in that area.

540 p.m.




3082

Now thereis a new phenomenon that has arisen of a
thing called a sports bar. | an hoping, Sir, that the
regulationswill again beexpanded to deal with someof the
activities going on. | have never been into one but |
noticed, Sir, that you have regulations dealing with under
18 here. | think that a very early look should be taken at
the activities that go on in there. | do not know about a
goorts bar. | know of some of the old traditional ones
particularly those started with satellitesthat usad to bring
American football, boxing and things like that. But | am
told that there are a large number of machines now which
perform other activities and | know that at one stage in
Oistins Town there used to be a games room in which
certain games were played and the police had to monitor it
from the school children going in there and eventudly the
types of games that were put in there were educationa
games as opposed to other activity. Thisis how we see an
areathat is changing, Sir, and | fed that we should update
our regulatory regime of this. It is time that we have a
good look at it and get the best expert advice and we ded
with it.

Obvioudly, the point that the Honourable Member for
St. George South made about monopoly isa very important
point, because sometimes in these areas it is the people
who use their mouth in such a way as to cause disrespect
to the paliticians. | want them al to understand that, if my
congtituentstell me that they are dissatisfied with some of
the situations that they see in relation to pay-outs and in
relation to dleged monopoaly in respect to the ownership of
hotel licenceand | regard it as legitimate, | an coming to
the House of Assembly and | an mentioning it. This is
where the laws are to be made and this is where the laws
are to be amended and there is a dissatisfaction out there
with respect to the discrimination for the fee for arcades
and the fee for licences in respect of hotel operations.
Because they are dlowed to compete in advertisng in a
manner which is regarded as not fair. | will not spesk on
a nationa organization, Sir, of the lottery and it is well
known, Sir. | have given opinionson the formation of one
of thoselotteries, Sir, and | will not spesk on that.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Spesker, | listened to
the speech of the Honourable Member for St. George South
and | believe that he put some of the points which | felt
were worth putting in relation to this debate. | want to
reiterate at the outset but from a different perspective the
point which the Honourable Member for St. George South
made about the Betting and Gaming Committee. | read an
articlein the Advocate Newspaper which sought to ask of
the former Miniger of Finance, meaning me, how the
Olympio Lottery was permitted to set up in Barbados. |
want to makeit clear that in relation to permissionsgranted
for gambling it has nothing to do with any palitician. The
law is very clear. A committee has been set up of public
officers by law. They do not have to listen to me. They do
not have to listen to anybody. They are entitled to exercise

the discretion by law and they approved the lottery. They
were not required to inform me and they did not inform me
at that time that there was any such lottery being operated
in Barbados. | think that is an important point because |
suspect that alot of Barbadians believethat there was some
shift in policy in relation to gambling. For you to shift the
policy in relation to gambling in Barbados, you would have
to amend the existing law. | made that point when dl o
the fulminations were being made about casino gambling
in Barbados. There is no law which will permit that kind
of activity. In fact, the law outlaws that kind of activity.
The Vagrancy Act is the Act which outlaws it and,
therefore, for you to introduce casino gambling you would
have to reped the Vagrancy Act. | do not think that many
people redize that. | think the Honourable Member for St.
Thomas may redlizeit. It isin fact the Vagrancy Act which
outlaws casino gambling and then there is the old Betting
and Gaming Committee Act which you will find in the
statute books but it was never proclaimed which would
have permitted some forms of table top gambling in
Barbados, or it was proclamed and reversed by the
Honourable Member for Christ Church South according to
the anecdota evidence which is available to us. That was
a very worthy decision of hiswhich | support 100 per cent
though he would doubt that | support it. | support it 100
per cent. But the point is that in relation to permissionsfor
gambling operations under the present law there can be no
political input unless the licenceit turned down. It is only
a that point that the Minister can appeal and the way the
committee functions very few people apped to the
Minister. | certainly never saw an appea from a decision
o the Betting and Gaming Committee in the entire timein
which | was a Minister of Finance.

The Honourable Member for St. George South hasan
office next to mine and he knows the kind of activity that
goes on in there particularly on a Friday evening. People
are taking up their money. They are not paying child
support. You are seeing the child's mother hanging around
and ditting on the stairs around the Central Bank Building
trying to divert the fathers of the children to ay and get a
little money out of them even where they have Court
Orders in place for maintenance. | have seen this on
severa occasions when | have come downstairs and found
women down there complaining about this kind of thing.
Thelevel d gambling in Barbados, particularly the lottery,
is something that worries me considerably. It probably
would worry me less but it would not obliterate my worry
if the proceeds of that gambling was going towards some
kind of charitable or philanthropic cause in more
subgtantial amounts than it is presently. | hope the
Government will do something about that because | think
that is very important.

5.50 p.m.

Thesecond point relatesto theincreasein the number
of gaming machines, which was done in the last Budget.
There were supplications from al quarters to increase
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the number of gaming machines on the pretext that the
existing licences people had, that sometimes the licences
were not matched by active machines, and therefore you
may have licences for 300 machines but only 150 may
have been active. | do not know what the figureswere, but
adecison was taken by the Minister of Finance in the last
Budget to increase the number of gaming machines and it
was not a decison with which | agreed, nor was it a
decision with which the Democratic Labour Party agreed.
It should have been predicated on the advice of the same
Commission. You had $200 000 paid to a Commission, of
course it only investigated casino gambling, but you could
have spent that $200 000 paying somebody to draft new
legidation in two or three weeks - because | an certain if
you are paying them $200 000 they would stop whatever
else they weredoing - to completely regulate the gambling
industry in Barbados.

There is the problem with pay out, but | believe that
the law does presently provide for a retio. That is my
recollection, but it is not being enforced. There are no
ingpectors and there is nobody who goes out and regularly
checks the pay outs on the machine to see what they pay.
One night | locked mysdlf out of my officeand went to the
arcade in Spry Street and while | wes caling | saw this
machine with $50 000 on it and | asked the girl who wes
dispensing the money if it ever paid out the $50 000. OF
course, she would not answer me, she just smiled, but then
| asked somebody el seand they said in theentiretime they
werein there- and he said it was about seven years he hed
been going in there - that machine never paid out $50 O0O.

Aside.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: You are probably right,
$50 000 from him, so that $50 000 means pulling in. |
believe there is a way to regulate it. The people who
operate the machines al so say they do not redly make any
handsomeprofit, because | have spoken to the operators of
them and they aso say they do not meke a substantial
profit, which meansfor them to make that profit the system
needs to be regulated more. There are some people who
have to pay arcade fees, as the Honourable Member for
Christ Church South said, for operations which are not
open for long enough hours. For example, we had the
problem in the Port where the operator of an arcade, during
the low season, may not see any touristsat dl but he still
has to pay the annual arcade fee. That is another matter
that needs attention, because when he applied to the
Minigtry of Finance he said there is no power for the
Minigter to waiveor adjust or prorate the arcadefee for the
high season and a lesser feefor the other part, so the whole
regime needs to be reassessed.

| am not saying it should be reassessed to put power
in the hands of Ministers, | say it needs to be reassessed to
add some detachment. The best people to put on that

Commisson are religious ministers, because they know
more about gambling, they know more about Bingo and
other kinds of gambling for railsing money and they could
direct it to useful purposes, because the Betting and
Gaming Committee when it grants you a licencesometimes
requires you to make a contribution to a charitable entity,
50 let us say you have a Coney Idand coming here, they
tell you they will give you a licence but you have to give
$5 000 to the Child Care Board, $5 000 to somewhereelse,
et cetera.

My suggestion would be detach it from public
officers, from the politica directorateand individuals such
as minigersadf religion maybe the best persons 1o regulate
- maybe one of the players might be a good person — and
you may find it is the same person.

Aside.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: | agree. | accept that and
| think the suggestions that have been made are worthy.
Thisisasmal amendment, but | hopeit will be followed
by substantia revison to the law relative to betting and

gaming.
Thank you, Sir.

Mr. D. . E. KELLMAN: Mr. Spegker, | do not
intend to be too long on this issue. What has happened in
Barbados is that we have introduced computer gambling,,
into this country and we have not put in place thé
necessary checks to safeguard the players and the agents
who are selling these tickets.

| honedtly believe that whenever you have on-line
gambling in Barbados there should be some checks to
make sure that everything is going right. It is a serious
thing to have a machinein your placeand that machineis
controlled by someoneelse, so | am calling on the relevant
Government Department to make sure that the checks are
put in place to ensure that nothing goes wrong with those
machines.

That isdl | will say at thistime.

Hon. R. N. GREENIDGE: Mr. Speaker, when | was
looking fairly closely at the Betting and Gaming Act, |
realised that the Comptroller of Customs and his officers
have a tremendous amount of responsbility under that
particular Act, power redlly.

Customs obvioudly is concerned with ensuring that
licences are obtained to import these slot machines. In
other words, if you are bringing in a video game or a dot
machine you have to get theapproval, and | think it isalot
of responghility not only in that respect, Mr. Spesker,

-
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because they are also concerned with ensuring that the
premises on which the machinesare kept are licensed. You
cannot put a bandit or video game at a location which is
not licensed. If | am not mistaken, | think the places you
can put them are gazetted. Whenever you move a machine
from one place to the other you have to let them know,
because that is their responsibility, and every year you
should tell them where the machine is and they should
come aound to check, to confirm things like seria
numbers. It isalot of responsbility on them.

There are alot of video games and, to me, people
keep calling for new machinesand new games very often.
In a matter of months a machine can become obsolete and
you find a lot o people then go into a different type of
machine. When you are dumping a machine that is
obsolete, for instance, an officer must accompany you to
the dump to check that that serial number is now dumped
and no longer working. It isalot o responghility. | fed
the timeis coming when we are going to have to look and
try to come up with some other structure, some other

regulatory agency to operate and to superintend gambling
asawhole

Customs obvioudy is also concerned with ensuring
that the yearly fees are paid, so evenif you have a machine
that operatesfor one day you still have to pay your yearly
fee. So the example given o someone in the Courts
happens, because as | said just a single day and you will
have to pay.

600 p.m.

| am dso aware of the point made by the Honourable
Member for Christ Church South that there is a lot of
discussion about the differencein the arcade fees where 2
machines or more you pay very high fees but you pay per
machine at the hotels. | know that is causing some concern
as well. | don't thrk we have reached the stage yet but |
attended a conference on lotteriesa Sam Lord's Castle a
few weeks ago only to be told that in the United States
certain games are actually tied into a central agency where
Unde Sam ensures that when you buy a ticket
automatically you punch in and Uncle Sam gets his
revenue. | don'tthi nk we have reached that stage, but it just
goes to show the extent to which people are going
nowadays.

If the only thing that certain custom officershad to do
was to look after this portion of gambling, | would not
have any objectiontoit. | believethat when they have their
substantivework to do that we may very well have to look
at getting some other systemin place. A point made by the
Honourable Member for Christ Church South, | know that
thereare alot of complaints out there by customersand |
believe that the same person who spoke to him actualy
gpoke to me. A machine, for instance may mafunction to
the disadvantage of a customer and whenever it happens

=

the customer feels the pinch. Obvioudly if it malfunctions
to the advantage of the owner there is no problem, but
patrons could very well complain that machines are not
paying out. They are aso saying that the owners are not
ligtening to them when they complain about the machines
not paying, that even if they complain to the Committee
that the response to the complaint is not forthcoming as
quickly as they would like.

Customshave no technicians to go around and check
the machines. | believe that if we are going into this
business that we have to train personnd to check the
machines and find out whether they are tamper-proof or
not. Someone who is playing a machine wants to know that
and be confident as he plays.

In the United States | was informed at the same
conference that they have technicians paid by Government
who go around and examine the machines so as to
ascertain whether they are performing properly or not. We
have to redise, Sir, that people who can least afford to
gamble in Barbados are the people who gamble and we
have to protect them from themsalves and we a so have to
protect them from the machines.

| agree with the Member for St. Michael South that
we should be able to reconcile the amount of jackpot paid
out with the totdl revenue intake of the machine. | believe
that that is one way that we will have to make people fed
much more confident when they play games. There should
be some acceptable percentage payout.

The other point | would want to make is that in
Barbados we cannot say that the lotteries have not made
some contribution. They have ploughed back some of their
profits into the community, whether through sports or
whether it be donations to certain charitable organisations,
but | do get the impression and | would ask other things
like racing pools.. To me there is not enough being
ploughed into the community from those sources and our
socia services and sports could very well do with some
contribution from them so that we would not have the
impression that it is dl take and nothing realy coming
back.

Thank you very much.

Hon. D. A. C. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | am
quoting these papers asit were. Thisis not my substantive
ministry but | can tell Honourable Members that the Prime
Minister recently raised with us the possibility of moving
thissubject to another Ministry because! think al of uson
this side and clearly those on that side are satisfied that we
have to deal as a people with the question of gambling and
it is afact o modem life, contemporary societies, and it
has to be regulated. | agree with the Honourable Minigter
of Labour that 1 cannot see how it can be properly
regulated as an appendage of the Department of Customs.




From 1974 we had gambling machinesin Barbados.
It camein illegally. In 1974 they were protected by certain
lav enforcement personnel. Then the Barbados Labour
Party in the period 1976-81 legalised them, but we saw the
potentiaity for corruption and the passing of money.
Politicians were denied any involvement in the legidation
or in the Committee and the Gambling Committee is a
committee of civil servants headed by the Comptroller of
Customs. What the Honourable Leader of the Opposition
said is right. That was a deliberate policy to keep
politicians out of the alurement of gambling.

It has never moved on. When Tom Adams was Prime
Miniger and Minister of Finance he had a better
knowledge of gambling both theoretical and practica then
anybody elsein Barbados. He was a practitioner, an expert
gambler, and he used to take an interest. It was for him a
fetish. He loved it. Since then | don't think we have had
any Minigters of Finance who had the same keen interest.
He usad to look after everything that was happening in that
and presumably he would meet with the Comptroller of
Customs from time to time and make suggestions to him
by way of policy. But nothing has changed.

| do not believethat thereis a secretariat which dedls
with the question of gambling that would feed up to the
Minister policy suggestions for changing this and that.
Everything is centralised at the Comptroller of Customs
and perhaps we need to expand, create little secretariats.
Certainly the country must be prepared to pay for an
inspectorate, 5 or 6 people who will police these things,
who will be trained, who know what to look for and to
enforceto give the public confidence. All of that hasto be
done.

| expect, because as | said the Prime Minister raised
it with some of us recently and | am at liberty to say that,
that some time later on this year this whole matter will be
looked at, but | want to deal generaly with the point raised
by the Honourable Member for §. George South. | have
heard of the Happy Valey matter. | have not received any
officid correspondence setting out a systematic and
detailed way what is the nature of the problem.

As | understand it, the Happy Vdley organisation is
being denied the right to carry American racing on their
programmes. Now, let's stop and examine what is the
problem. The other people who have the franchise or
exclusive rights to the English racing get it because of a
contractual situation between them and the Jockey Clubin
England. But why is it difficult to sell the programme to
Happy Vdley? | understand that the argument is that
Happy Vadley did not do what they should have done.
Nobody has explained to me what it involves but in
Governmentcircles | am hearing that Happy Valey did not
do what they should have done. | say, tdl them what they
must do and let them do it because there can be no
argument on the part of the people who have the exclusive
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licence to deny Happy Valey legitimately. | will tdl you
why. That group of persons who have that franchise have
dways had it and they were pleased to make arrangements
for Caribbean Racing Service to carry English racing for
donkey years.

6.10 p.m.

Another company established above there caled
"Triple Crown Racing,” Rodney Jones, he carried English
Racing. Now, if the people who have the franchise could
give Jones and Cann on whatever terms, why cannot they
give Harewood and his crowd? Surdly, it seems to me to
be some congtitutional point about discrimination. It seems
to me. | do not know all thedetailsbut | am only speaking
from what information | have and | want certain people up
there to carry me. | am speaking from limited information
but | really cannot understand the argument and the thing
should be tested.

Asides.

Hon. D. A. C. SIMMONS: They were dwaysgiving
other people. How dl of a sudden this fellow cannot get?
Okay, they have an exclusivearrangement. You cannot tell
them who to sell to but come and say why. Explain why
you were selling to Cann and to Jones. It is not a matter
that isin my Minigtry. | want to make it clear.

Sir, | hope the assurances | have given Honourable
Members that the Government is very concerned about the
way that gamblingis being carried on in Barbados without
adequate policing, ingpection, enforcement of the law and,
indeed, to my mind, in some cases with a certain degree of
illogicality. Now, let me tdll you.

A gentleman, a vey respectable Barbadian,
complained to me some weeks ago. The Honourable
Member for Christ Church South knowsthis gentleman. He
has a little hotdl property. He wanted to bring in two
machinesfrom overseas and the Gambling Committeetold
him that he cannot bring in machines. He must buy
machines locdly from people who have machines in
Barbados.

Aside.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: If certain people we
know, we cannot call the names in here, who are the big
popes, who have the big machines, asasmall man and you
want two, you haveto go and buy from them. Now, | think
that is completely wrong. | could understand when the
policy was set up in the late 1970s you were watching the
outflow of foreign reserves and, therefore, it was routed
through the Gambling Committee. You had to get an
import licence so they could see how much money
was going out to bring in machines. The reserves ae
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$560 million. Somebody wants to bring in two machines
and you are going to tell a man that he must be forced to
buy a secondhand machine that is manufactured in the
year “dot” that somebody locally will want to sell him for
$10 000 when he can get a new machine, a 1996 model,
for $3 000, What madness? All that foolishnessneedsto be
changed.

Aside.

Hon. D. A. C. SIMMONS: | do not have
responsibility for the business but | do not like cats. | do
not like dogs but | love a horse. | love aracehorse. | know
alittle bit about them.

Sir, this is a matter we need to ventilate more at
another date but | amgrateful to HonourableM emberswho
spoke.

| beg to move that this Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

On the motion of Hon. D. A. C. SSMMONS, seconded
by Hon. G. W. PAYNE, the House resolved itsdf into
Committee, Mr. D. CARTER in the Chair.

COMMITTEE
Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Houseis in Committee.
Clauses | - 8 inclusive were callea and passed.

On the motion of Hon. D. A. C. SSMMONS, seconded
by Hon. G. W. PAYNE, the CHAIRMAN reported to His
Honour the SPEAKER, the passing of one Bill in
Committee and Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and
reported accordingly.

On the separate motionsof Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS,
seconded by Hon. G. W. PAYNE, the Bill was read a third
time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. D. A. C. SIMMONS: Mr. Spesker, that
concludes Government Businessfor the day. | beg to move
that this Honourable House do now adjourn until Friday,
May 17, 1996 at 11.00 o'clock in the morning.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, | rise to
second the mation before the House and to say that it is
customary that the House be given at least a week's notice
when the presentation of the Financial Statement and the

Budgetary Proposalsare to be announced. Obvioudly, if the
House meets on Friday, Sir, what | have to say would be
cutting it short. | just want to serve notice, speaking on the
Adjournment, that it is my intention to present the annual
Financial Statement and Budgetary Proposals to the House
on Tuesday, May 21, 1996 at 5.00 o'clock in the afternoon.
A relevant motion for the adjournment of the House on
Friday to accommodate that will be done, and that a
relevant motion for the adjournment of the House on
Friday to accommodate that will be done but | am just
giving the House notice at least a week in advance of that
announcement.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, speaking on the
adjournment | would like to ...
6.20 p.m.

Asides.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, speaking on the
adjournment | think 1 would want to bring to the House's
attention that a matter that was debated in this House on
the last sitting, a matter concerning comments that were
made during the ...

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member. You are
out of order. Please take your seat.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, | amspeaking on the
adjournment.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member would you
take your seat, please? Honourable Members over the past
few weeks | should say | have noticed Members speaking
on the adjournment seeming to believe that they can speak
on anything on the adjournment. There are rules of this
House and | am asking you, Honourable Members, to
observetheserules. Standing Order 17 clearly states that if
a Member so desires to raise a matter on the adjournment
he must move the substantive motion. The Honourable
Member for St. Michael East you are out of order. You
have not presented such a motion to this House it cannot
now be entertained.

Mr. J O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, | am rising to
second the motion. | hope that notice was properly given
by the Prime Minister just now, getting up and speaking on
the Adjournment.

Asides.

The question that the Honourable House do now
adjourn until Friday, May 17, 1996 at 11.00 a.m. was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division and Mr.
SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly.

6.25 p.m.
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