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Prayers were led by Rev. Father Ivan Harewood.

Mr. SPEAKER: The House is now in session.
MINUTES

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg
to move that the Minutes of the proceedings of the
Honourable the House of Assembly for its meeting of
Friday, May 3, 1996 which have been circulated be taken
as read.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.
PAPERS

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | am
commanded to lay:
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National Insurance and Socia Security (Employment
Injury) (Claims and Payments) (Amendment)
Regulations, 1996; and

National Insurance and Social Security (Non-
Contributory Old Age Pensions) (Amendment)
Regulations, 1996.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg to
give notice of the following:

1. A Resolution to approve the sale to Kasm Patel
of a parcd of land a Hamlets Tenantry,
Hindsbury Road, St. Michad!;

2. A Resolution to approve the acquisition of land
for the Bridgetown By-Pass Road Improvement
Project.

OBITUARY SPEECHES

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, since
the House last met membersfrom all sides gathered in their
numbers last Saturday morning at the service for and the
burial of the late Sir John Eustace Theodore Brancker. Sir
Theodore, as he was called, had a long and distinguished
record in this House of Assembly. His period of service,
which exceeded 40 years, spanned more than one
generationin this House. Indeed | would make bold to say,
Sir, that there are some Honourable Memberson both sides
of the House who would never have known Sir Theodore.

His period of service started in the years which are
called nowadays by historiansthe"yearsof struggle™ in the
1930s. As a young man in Barbados he chose the
profession of law and came back to practisein Barbadosin
the 1930s. He practised as a sole practitioner for almost all
of his working life as an attorney doing much work at the
magisterial bar and then at the High Court he was made a
Queen's Counsel and was, | think, one of the more
colourful figures practising at the Bar in Barbados. There
were many distinctive things about Sir Theodore. For
instance, Sir, he aways wrote in brilliant, green ink. His
manuscript was highly distinctive, big rounded letters. You
couldn't mistake Sir Theodore's script.

| remember as a young barrister coming to the Bar
for the first time, the first Monday morning in 1969 and
my first encounter with Sir Theodore was | think much the
same as thefirst encounter for most of us who came to the
Bar during those years. He always waked with his
newspaper and he would annotate in the margins and
underlineand circleall sorts of thingsin the newspaper in
his brilliant, green ink and would always be known to say,
"Have you heard?' and then he would retail one story or
another. He was a fount of information. In a way he was

a waking history book of the profession and generdly
speaking of the political history of this country.

Sir Theodore served in this Chamber as a Speaker of
many long years standing. He served in the Other Place as
well as the President of the Senate. So | think that Sir
Theodore, perhaps holds another distinction. He was redlly
a very digtinctive man as | said. He holds the other
distinction in that he had served as the superior presiding
officer in both of our Chambers here. When the history of
the bi-cameral legislature of Barbadosis written,as | hope
that it will be one day soon, | think that he would have
pride of place having served both as a Speaker of the
House of Assembly and President of the Senate.

He was a Speaker who knew the Standing Orders. He
was a Speaker in my dim memory because it was only as
a child I think and one would have heard apocrypha
stories from one's father about the late Sir Theodore who
allowed a certain latitude. The tradition of exchanges
behind the Speaker's Chair | think in his time as Speaker
have come to a high point. Behind his Chair, | believe
many even ate behind there. Behind that Chair, men
offered fisticuffs to each other. Fights across the Floor
were settled. Other important business of Government of
the day was settled. He wore the full bottom wig, as you
do, Sir, and the full regalia of Speaker. He was quite a
figure. As a child somehow, for some reason the look of
Sir Theodore in the Chair in his wig and thick glasses
conjured up to me that was possibly how Judge Jeffreys
might have looked because he presided over the Chamber.
He had a very deliberate manner of speaking. | do not
know why that particular thing was conjured up in my
mind, but | can only say that was how it was.

11.25 a.m.

| think Sir Theodore might have been described as
quite a gentle person. Because he was in the Chair, | am
not remembering. Maybe memberswho are older than | am
in here may remember Sir Theodore as part of the rough
and tumble of the House. | have no such memory. That
would have been, properly speaking, before my time.

Ancther important distinction in regard to Sir
Theodoreis that his son, George Brancker, is the Clerk of
this House. | think that is another specia distinction and
another specia area for the historians to examine when
they write the political history and particularly the history
of this Chamber. | do not think there is any other father
and son combination where father was a member and
Speaker of this Chamber and the son was Clerk, not at one
and the same time, of course. We do have some fairly
famous father and son, and if | may say so, father and
daughter combinations for this Chamber.

The Honourable Member for St. Michael North East
sits here now where her grandfather and her father
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sat beforeher. | sit in here now where my father sat before
me. The late Tom Adams was a father and son
combination which sat in this Chamber. The late L. B.
Brathwaite followed his father in this House. But where
one was Clerk and the other was a member | think is
unprecedented in the 357 years of the life o this
Parliament.

A Parliament of that antiquity, such as ours is, will
have these important aspects to its history. It is something
that we must not overlook. Our Parliament is not only an
ancient and much respected Parliament, but it is a
Parliament which, as most Parliaments should do, recitethe
poalitical, social and economic higtory of our country; and
that a black men would have come here as a young
barrister in the 1930s and he would have been a member,
and his son, a Barbados idand scholar, would have
followed him, not necessarily as a member — there are
some who would have thought that the place for their son
was to follow them as a member but it shows the high
gtanding and the large respect we attach to the post of
Clerk of the Parliament of Barbados.

Indeed, | am sorry that heis not in his seat a this
time but our Clerk, Mr, George Brancker, is regarded now
as the doyen of Commonwealth Clerks of Parliament and
isin much demand around the Commonwedth. | would
venture to suggest, Sir, that Sir Theodore would have been
well pleased in his son, our Clerk, in the latter years of his
life.

Sir Theodore lived along, interesting and varied life.
He contributed to the social and civic life of Barbados. We
were told, some of us hearing these things for the first
time, because when one has outlived one's generation,
sometimes at funeral serviceswhen memorialsare read or
spoken, some things come to us for the first time. | think
somewho may haveknown it may well have forgotten that
Sir Theodore was a founder of Rotary in Barbados.
Rotarians, and there are some of them ditting on this side
of the House- | do not know if thereis a Rotarian on the
other side of the House, but Rotary has found its place on
both sdes o the House over the years in this Chamber,
and in that way as a Parliamentarian too he gave civic and
socia serviceto Barbadiansof severa generationsand wes
much respected and revered by Rotariansup until his deeth.

Indeed, Sir, in my view it would be very difficult for
a member o our Paliament to be described as
distinguished, revered and as respected if that person hed
not found some avenue by which to give back to our
community voluntarily through what is described as a
service club such as the Rotary. Members on both sides
served on other service clubs, or in some other way have
found it possible to give back to the community which
nurtured them.

My own persona knowledge of Sir Theodore,
therefore, Sir, was arelatively narrow one, Senior Counsdl
and Queen's Counsd at the Bar. His most important
contribution on this Floor would have been before my time
but I would liketo say that Sir Theodore would have to go
down asone d the outstanding Speakersof this Assembly.
| believe that Y our Honour followswel in his traditions,
indeed, followsin a tradition that he helped to makein our
time.

There was a time when before his time there was
another kind of Speaker in here, but | think the Speakers
who followed on after the 1950s and 1960s are very much
in a tradition that Sir Theodore helped to mould. The
Standing Orders of this House, | think, aso reflect
traditions that were established and practised in this House
largely influenced by Sir Theodore. This House of
Assembly will bear his stamp and his concept of
parliamentary tradition for many, many years to come.

| would like on my own behdf and on behdf of the
Government to offer to the widow of thelate Sir Theodore,
Lady Gwen Brancker, and to his son, our Clerk, Mr.
George Brancker, our mogt sincere sympathies.

Thank you, Sr.

Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: Mr. Speaker, | rise to
join with the comments made by the Leader of the House,
the Honourable Member for the City, our Deputy Prime
Minister, to endorse the sentiments which she has
expressed and which reflect the thinking of thisHonourable
Chamber. | too would wish to join in extending deepest
condolences to the family of Sir Theodore Brancker,
particularly to his wife Lady Gwen Brancker, to his son
George, and to the other members of the family.

1135 am.

Sir, the passing of a digtinguished person brings us,
great or small, to that encounter with the fundamenta
questions about life. Why are we here? Whence did we
come? Where do we go? For what purpose are we here?
These are deep fundamentd questions, Sir, to which no
fina answers have been given or indeed will be given
because that fina answer, Sir, can only come a a time
when we are no longer consciousor able to give expression
to the fundamenta nature of that question.

We reach the point, Sir, where we have to say, |
believe, help thou my unbelief and I certainly believe that
we are given that precious gift of life so that we may use
our talentsfor our own development and for the good and
upliftment of our families, our communities and our
country. It has been said, Sir, judge not that ye be not
judged and there are lots of persons who, in spite of that
injunction, are ready to judge and not only to judge but to
condemn.
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| think, Sir, that those of us who examine and who
areaware of thecoursedf thelifeof Sir Theodore can only
come to the conclusion that he was a man who made
fullest use o the talents available to him and who worked
for the development of his community and of his country.
His life was a long one, Sir. He had many years within
which, not only to build up experience but to utilize that
experience in helping to make the country of his birth a
better place. One of the classicd poets, | believe it was
Horace who penned the words that he would wish a life
more lasting than bronze. It is only the traditions of this
Housewhich prevent me from quoting in the Latin because
you may tdl me, Sir, that | must use the English language
in this Chamber and please do not chdlenge me, Sir, to
quote the Latin you may aso stretch my memory beyond
its capabilities. But, Sir, tha yearning for eternity, that
yearning for something beyond the tempora nature o this

life is something that disturbs each one of us and we seek.

different ways in which to attain it. He himsdf, Sir,
fathered a son who isour Clerk o Parliament and who has
built up an enviable reputation as one of the outstanding
Clerksin the Commonwealth and that too, Sir, is not only
a question of continuity, it is a question of establishing
those links between past, present and future which is the
key to life and which, under the guidance o the Great
Divinewill help to keep us within those eternal veritiesand
those qualities which we should all seek to meke part o
thelife and tradition of our times.

Sir Theodore Brancker, born in 1909, lived through
many significant eventsin our history and in the history of
the world. He would have lived through, as a very young
boy, the World War of 1914-1918 which helped to
refashion and reshape the map of Europe. He would have
lived through, Sir, the times of the Great Depresson and
the times of the socia upheavas and disturbances which
helped to generatea new way o thinking in conservative
Barbados. He would have lived through the time o
appeasement and the conditions leading to World War 11
and its impact, not only on Europe but on the Americas
and the then colonia and dependent territories.

In terms of our own stirring for politica maturity he
would have lived through the times of adult suffrageand
dso through that graduaistic approach towards the
evolution of our congtitutional arrangement. | refer, Sir, to
the period of adult suffrage, the times of Miniderid
Government and Cabinet Government. Sir, theseled on to
the time of Independenceand to our own effortswhich are
not yet ended, Sir, our own efforts to create the kind of
society and the kind of ingtitutions in our country which
are befitting of a proud sustainable country searching for
true independence. Hewas part of dl of that, Sir. Thereare
many styles of leadership. There are those who with a
dazzling rhetoric can gavanize a people and gavanize
stuations and epitomize the heart-felt longingsof a people

for social, economic or cultural improvement. There are
those, Sir, who may just be representativeand symbolic of
a particular set of circumstances and there are those, Sir,
who are able to keep things together to hold the conflicting
interests which continualy war and threaten to mar the
cohesion of the body politic. There are those, Sir, who are
able with daring ingenuity to devise new strategiesand to
beinventiveand creative and to do things with courageand
fortitude, Sir, which have not been done before and which
may be to the benefit of those over whom they exercisea
leadership position.

1145 am.

Sir, if | may characterizeor categorize Sir Theodore,
| would say that he was very deeply concerned with and in
the mould of a systems maintenance person. His man
concern, Sir, or his main thrust was to keep the indtitutions
of state in a kind of a balance with himsdf playing a
central or pivotal role from the leading ingtitution in the
country - | refer to Parliament, Sir — even at a time when
that Parliament was changing in terms of its power, in
teems of its influence and in relation to the other
inditutions of date. | refer to the Executive and to the
Officedf PrimeMinister. So he was a systems maintenance
men and it was from the indtitution of Parliament that he
exercised his greatest influence in this country.

He was Speaker of the House of Assembly, Sir, this
HonourableChamber from 1961 to 1971 and then President
o the Other Place from 1971 to 1976. He would have been
in a preeminent position to observe the men and women
who fought with each other and agreed with each other in
terms of thaose things which would make for a better polity.
He would have been able to bring somecam and influence
when the waters were tempestuous and with his own
inimitable - 1 do not say sarcastic, Sir — withering wit
would have been able to defuse many a situation if not irk
many a Member becauseof theacid tone of his comments.

Sir, he had a very good brain and a good memory. |
recall, Sir, sometime in the 1950's at the time of the first
and only Federa dections when he told me "I heard a
Member of Parliament say that Barbados was divided into
5 condtituencies for those Federal elections’. That concept
would have been a very intriguing one for him to repest it
because he repeated it more than once - dividing Barbados.
- No, no, dividing Barbados into one condituency. -
"Barbados was divided into one congtituency,” he said. |
will not go into those and other kinds of statements by Sir
Theodore but | believe, Sir, that he brought his training to
bear on a vaiety of areas of public life in Barbados. |
recdl in my own case, Sir, that he wanted me to belike dl
the ones on the front bench and my good friend from St
George South on the back bench currently in Parliament.
He wanted me to follow the profession of law.

Aside.

.
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Rt. Hon. L. E. SANDIFORD: That is true because
you have left it. Sir, at that age and being very deeply
involved in mora arguments, | could not understand how
it is that people of integrity could come and defend cases
in which they knew in their hearts of heart that the person
was guilty. At that age | could not understand it, Sir. | hed
not yet been introduced to the language of double tak.
That came with age, Sir. | forgot that we have 2'/, over
here, Sir. | had not been brought into the new thing o
double speak or as it would be caled this mora dualism.
| believe there is another word for it in modem history of
the church. But now | know there is civil law, there is
crimina law. The attorneys say that they do not know if
anybody is guilty because that is a matter for the Courts.
They only use their best endeavours and their skills in
order to ensurethat accused persons get afair trid. So, Sir,
he was not successful in that, but he certainly was
successful in introducing me amost imperceptibly into that
relationship between constituent and representative.

1155 am.

He was a very wise and clever man, Sir, and he was
the first person | heard give expression to an approach,
which | understand the Honourable Member for St. George
South follows, "if ever your condituent is involved in a
legd matter, don't do it yoursdf but get somebody else to
do the case™ | know that many a representative has
followed that and has benefited from it because you do not
know what convolutions you may find yourself in and what
may be the impact of that at crucid times if you get too
involved in those areas.

Sir, another area which | would wish to reflect upon
vey briefly istheareaof school administration. He served
for many years on the Board of Governors o the schools
o thenorth in particular,and of Harrison Collegewhere he
was a member of the Board of Governorsby virtue of his
office o Speaker. Those were the arrangements then, Sir.
| do not believe you, Mr. Speaker, are burdened with that
responsibility at this time by virtue of office, but he served
on the Board of Governors of the Alexandra School and o
theRary and Coleridge-Parry Schools, and in that capacity
he helped to mould those ingtitutions into what they are
today.

Sir, we could go on and on, but | do not wish to be
repetitive and therefore | would say that | got my early
training in . Lucy, not generaly known, Sir, and | was
introduced at that very early age, a every avalable
opportunity, to the inter-relationship that exists between
representative and people in their homes, on the village
playing field and aso in the places where they refresh
themselves— without ice, Sir, because that was the country
- particularly on weekends.

| would wish to say that we are thankful for hislong
life, for his useful lifeand for what he tried to do to make

this country a better place. If each one of us in our tun
can not only serve for as long as the people permit us to
serve but also do so with distinction, then we would have
fulfilled that origina promise.

Asl said, Sir, | join in extending deepest condolences
for his services, for his contribution, for his life to the
surviving members of his family.

Hon. R. C. EASTMOND: Mr. Speaker, inasmuch as
| was not able to attend the funeral, by being abroad, |
would like to take this opportunity to reflect on the
contribution of the late Sir Theodore Brancker.

| remember him many years ago living a a house
cadled "Vdencia' right next door to the Coconut Creek
Hotd in St. James. | aso remember him coming to the
Holetown Magistrate'sCourt with alarming frequency. He
would come therein acar marked S 96. | do not remember
ever seeing him drive, he was adways driven. He had a
particular presence both outside the court and inside the
court. He developed a reputation, Mr. Speaker, as being
particularly versed in traffic matters. In fact, in the north of
Barbados most people who had matters involving traffic
cases would almost dways think about Sir Theodore as
their lawyer o first choice.

As a person he had a remarkable wit and was steeped
in the classics and spoke with a particular flavour. He had
afirm gragp of the Queen's English and on occasions even
when not being able, through failing sight, to read, he
dways was able to retain what he had known and very
often made use of it not only in the court but in the wider
community. He was an avid cricket fan, for a long time
President of the Empire Club, but also found time to vist
other cricket fields on Saturdays, especialy during his
activedays in St. Lucy politics. Speaking about the politics
of St. Lucy, he succeeded for severa elections in being
returned as Senior Member for St. Lucy under the system
of double member congtituencies. His partner at the time
was a person deemed to bea very clever politica strategist,
and even though his partner, the late Sir James Tudor, was
noted to be something of apolitical strategist, Sir Theodore
dways came ahead of him in eections and Sir James
would come second under the system of double member
congtituencies.

He, from all reports, had a way with people on the
ground. It is rumoured that a the start of every cricket
season he visited every cricket team in St. Lucy and
donated bats, pads and balls. He was a person who had his
own way and | will use this one example to demonstrate
the point. He had a particular liking for green ink. Almost
anything he wrote, he wrote in green ink. This was one of
the diginguishing traits of character that Sir Theodore
possessed. | vividly recall when he met Gwen Walcott,
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as she then was, from Baywoods in the congtituency of the
diginguished Member for S. Andrew, and when he
married Gwen Walcott | remember very well that wedding.

This country saw him emerge as an outstanding
presiding officer in our Parliament and from my limited
experience | cannot recall any one person who was bath
Speaker of this August Chamber and President of the Other
Place. | cannot recall any one person achieving this. This
will go to his credit. When talking about his contribution
asa parliamentarian, | will also of course want to note that
he would have made a tremendous contribution to the
development of his son, Mr. George Brancker, the Clerk of
this August House.

12.05 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, |, on this occasion, an dso lending my
voice to the tributes being paid not only becausetributeis
fit and necessary for him but because in his last days he
was one of the more digtinguished congtituents in the
condtituency of St. James North. St. James North has such
distinguished congtituents like Lady Springer, Col. Cave,
Mr. Alan Baxter and Mr. Theodore Blackett and Mrs.
Grace Thompson and a wdl known scholar and educator,
a Rt. Hon. L. E. Sandiford. These are but a few of the
distinguished persons who are resident as congtituents in
thefair constituency of St. James North and Sir Theodorc's
name is to be added to this list.

Mr. Speaker, with these few remarks, | associate
myself with the sentimentsexpressed by the other Members
who preceded me. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Sir Harold St. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | riseto
join the other speakersin paying tribute to a maen who hes
had a very distinguished career of service both in
Parliament and in the law and the wider community.

| first met Sir Theodore when | wasin nmy late teens
and it was nmy habit in those days to watch First Eleven
cricket a various venuesin Barbadosand | well recall the
avid interest Sir Theodore had in the performances of the
members of his beloved club, Empire Club. | particularly
recal also once meeting him in the pavilion at Harrison
College when Empire was playing Harrison Collegeand he
enquired of me what | intended to do when | left school
and | told him that | wanted to pursue a career in law.
From then on | can say that | was one of the beneficiaries
of a number of pieces of advice from which | profited
greatly.

When | returned to Barbados and started to practise
as a young man | recognised that he weas a specidist in a
particular area of the law and |, mysdf, decided very early
that while | admired his expertisein that area | was alittle
concerned that anyone should follow in his footsteps

because of the very narrow area of specialty that he loved
in the law.

He also, Sir, was vay generous to me in tha
whenever he had a brief in the High Court he frequently
ingtructed me to be his junior. | learnt a lot from that
because | was expected to do nearly dl of the work and
particularly in relation to research in the law and that he
would then ded with the facts. We had some very famous
cases in the High Court. One of which a movie star came
to Barbados and | well remember, Thunbergand Teller and
rented a house in St. James from the late Jack Tdler and
did not pay dl of the rent and we went through this case
about nearly 2 weeks and when they were finished Mr.
Thunberg said that Sir Theodore was a remarkablesilk in
that he spent dl of his time listening to his junior dealing
with the legd points involved and he dealt purely with
addressing the facts.

| aso had the opportunity while practisng in the
other idands to meat some lawyers who were with him in
their student days. It is not generally known but one of the
remarkable memories of some of these practitioners about
Sir Theodore as a student was his greet skill and ability as
a pianist. Indeed there was a friend of his who is in his
nineties and is till alivefrom St. Vincent who went right
through the Inns of Court with him and he used to spesk
congtantly about Sir Theodore as a great pianig.

When | came back here, Sir, and | mentioned it to
hm | said, "You have a hidden taent that is much
regpected and nobody knew about it."" He said that he used
to play the piano as a very young men in that his family
were agents for a particular type of piano and that from an
early age he was tutored in music and he had a greet love
for it. | subsequently spoke to his son, our Clerk, about it
and he also added to the story. He said that Sir Theodore
and his son who is of course a very famous young
musician had the digtinction of passing all of the music
grades from 1-9.

Sir, he was a cultivated person and he had may
interests. His political career must be regarded as being
most remarkable. He was a member o the House
continuoudy for well over 30 years and it isin that respect
that | recall many conversations that | had with him about
his capacity to survive. Asis wdl known, Sir, | have never
been able to have that capacity. But | will say this, Sir, that
whenever | had misfortune he used to remind me o the
fact that my turn would come and that | would be back.

Sir, there were few observations that he used
to make which | think are pertinent. One was that he was
a careful analyser of various facts of his congtituency. He
was a careful andyser of programmes o whichever
politicadl paty tha he belonged and of course to
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have survived so long it is not remarkable that he was a
member of nearly all the politica parties that we had in
Barbados. He would alwayssay that in every congtituency
there must be a base that you must congtantly cultivateand
s0 too politica parties. He aways said that politica parties

havea base and they must also cultivateit regularly. ' Don't

annoy them!™ He used to say. ""See wha they want. Try
and do for them what they want done. If you can't doit, let
them believe that you have tried your best."

He had great survival ingtincts. Also in politics, Sir,
it istrueto say that he never regarded politicsas being the
be and end-all of his existence. He took disappointment in
his stride. He was the Leader of the Opposition in 1901
and he would reasonably have expected in accordance with
the customary rules that he would have been thefirst to be
caled upon subsequent to his party being elected. As
eventsturned out it was not to be, but that did not diminish
his enthusiasm for political life nor was it clear from any
public utterance that he made, that it diminished his
enthusiasm for his political party.

12.15 p.m.

He became Speaker o the House of Assembly. When
| first cameto Parliamentin 1966 he was the Speaker and,
as a Speaker, he conducted himself with great dignity. He
was sometimes involved, as Speskers occasiondly do
becomeinvolvedin, controversia rulings. In thosedays the
Labour Party as an Opposition let it be known early that
the Speaker's ruling would be chalenged where they felt
justified in accordance with the Rules. As a consequence,
a number of no-confidence motions were brought in this
House and | wdl recall the stormy sessions. But when it
was al over nothing could prevent the same Speaker from
informing those who brought the motion that the motion
asuffered its predictable fate. 1t was defeated and the best
way of drowning their sorrows was to join him at the bar.
He did not mean the bar in James Street. He meant that
other place which is now situated in a different place. As
far as one could see, he was not a bearer of maiceand he
got dong very wdl with al sidesin this House.

Thereare, Sir, afew other areasdf his activity which
| would like to mention because in nmy opinion his
community service was also worthy of great praise. The
Honourable Member for St. James spoke of him in
connection with his membership o school Boards, but |
know him as coming to the south of Barbados with his
great friend the late Sir Cuthbert Talma who like him was
a great survivor. In that connection they met frequently at
the late Wynter Crawford's hotel in Maxwell, San Remo.
There they would engage in conversation about the need
for improvement in the sociad conditions and for
community facilities in Barbados.

| also know o his contribution in the area of the
BarbadosFootbhall Association. Helived and contributed to

dl aspects of life in Barbados. | think that Barbados hes
been enriched by his contribution.

On behdf of the Honourable Members who served
with him here, particularly my friend from Christ Church
West whom | know was a great friend of his, and who is
not with us today, | would like to extend our condolences
to his wife, son, and other members o his family.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: Mr. Speaker, thisis one of those
occasions when one rises with an appropriate degree o
sadness at the passing of a friend but, at the same time,
wifh a substantial component of celebration for someone
who has lived for so long and haslived so productivealife
in the interest of family, friends, community, constituents
and country as a whole. Born as he was in 1909 in post
emancipation colonial Barbados, he has been part of,
contributed to, and survived al those changes which have
brought Barbados to the modem society it is.

| have been very fortunatein that | have known him
for just short of 50 years largely through my friendship
with his son in the very early days a school and through
distant relatives of his in the parish of St. George. That
means that | would have been somewhere in the region o
just over 10 years when | first met him. What is of interest
is his distinguished professional career as astudent, lawyer
and parliamentarian, as has aready been described by
previous speakers.

He loved the law. He loved people who excelled in
the law and he loved to make sure that al young people
whom he knew met any of his distinguished friends that
came to Barbados. Many of them in those days stayed at
the Windsor Hotdl. | can recall on humerous occasions in
the company of his son being invited to the Windsor Hotel
to meet some of the outstanding Caribbean and British
lawyers o the day. He always ensured that young people
saw the best in thelegal professionas he tried to encourage
them to do law.

| was one of those whom he tried very hard to get to
study law. Indeed, even on one occasion he took me to the
law courtsto see the proceedings of the law courts. | must
say that vist heped me make up my mind that | did not
wish to study law because | distinctly remember he was
doing a case that day for a distinguished Professor of
Classcswho was a tutor of mine at the time. He was quite
an eccentric person. During the case he decided that his
lawyer was not handling the case in the manner he wanted
s0 he took over the case and was duly fined appropriately,
having logt the case.

There are other things | remember. There are many.
As a matter of fact, when | went to St. Lucy last Saturday
morning it brought back many fond memories o
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those many Saturdays when we dl started in the 1950s in
Pie Corner going from house to house in a sense as he
vidted his constituents. We ate and drank. | said "we'" and
I will indicate very shortly who were some of the other
persons there. Inevitably we ended up in the evening & a
place called Joe's in Paynes Bay. Where the gas Station is,
there used to be a club there and we would end up therein
the evening.

Quite frequently the Honourable Member for St.
Michad South was part of that entourage that came down
from the North for the entire Saturday. It showed the kind
of commitment and kind of social relationship which he
established with his constituentsin St. Lucy.

| believe that one of the important contributions he
made to Barbados was that in a very broad sense he gave
asubstantial degree of legitimacy to the workers struggle
after 1937 when he became a Member of this House. For
someone with all the social graces, someone with that
eminencein his profession, to have associated himsdf with
the various movementsand the various politica entities of
the day was a very unusua commitment and if you look
back a the number of successful professiond people who
actually got involved in the political fray of the day they
were very few indeed but those who entered it, whether it
be Sir Grantley Adams or himsdf, they gave a socid
legitimacy to the movement and would have encouraged a
wholelot of middle class people to lend their support to a
movement which was not only in the interest of the
workers but of course very much in their own interest.
12.25 p.m.

He paid an extraordinary amount o interest in the
progress of young people sewing as he did on many
Boards o secondary schools in Barbados. He sought out
and made sure that children with talent tried their best to
reach the very heights. He would regale us with stories of
the excdllent performances of people over the years at the
level of the Barbados Scholarship and | remember his
tremendous delight when in the year in which | won the
BarbadosScholarship, thefact that the HonourableMember
for St. Michadl South and his son, the Clerk of the House
won the scholarship in that year and he was centra to the
whole celebration process.

His political philosophy was very interesting and
many people do not know this. He was a Member of the
Liberals Party of Great Britain and he remained a Member
of that Party for hisentirelife. A lot of his philosophica
positionsin life temmed very much from that great liberal
tradition. | recal one of the important moments of nmy
student days was when he paid a visit to Edinburgh. | wes
an intern or undergraduate at the time and | remember an
address that he made to the Liberd Society of the
University o Edinburgh, organised by me and the then

President was none other than Mr. David Steele who
subsequently became the Leader of the Liberal Rty in the
United Kingdom so he was well known in Libera circles.
He was a Liberal and by libera | mean*"L" in his politica
philosophy and that is the kind of thing that kept him going
over many, many years.

Also of tremendous interest is the way in which he
related to fellow parliamentarians. | have never, ever heard
him at any time being offensive or derogatory about fellow
politicians, no matter what particular party he wes in at the
time and in that way | think he has set an excdlent
example in terms of how politicians should relate to each
other.

He was also a friend of many of the prominent
intellectuals of the day and many people do not redise the
extent to which he was committed to intellectual elegance.
He admired the use of the English language and | think
that one of thelast cdls | got from him about 2 years ago,
following a publication in the press, he did not call about
content he just called about the turn of the language used.

In the area o the classics which he admired he
concerned himsdf with style and presentation and in a
sense had an influence on me because for a short period o
time | earned the nickname “Pliny” largely because of the
eegance with which | wrote Latin for a short period. |
have since logt the name because | no longer speak Latin.
But that influence, not only looking at grammar and so on,
but looking at style and presentation of language this wes
something that was extremely dear to him and | am quite
sure he would have called hundredsof peopleany time that
he saw anything published anywhere which hed a very
happy turn of phrase.

| believe, Sir, that his life was one that made a mgor
differencein Barbados despite the turbulence of this period
in the Char in this Honourable House, there was no
question that he contributed to the reverencewith which the
Chair of the House of Assembly is held in this country and
that is why | say and | believe that the major importance
o his contribution to the palitica life of Barbadoswas the
legitimacy which he gave to that struggle that saw the
emergence of Barbadosfrom post davery to emancipation
right up to today.

Remember, Sir, tha someone who was born into
relative privilege and we are taking about 1909 in
Barbados, someoneaf hiscomplexion,someone that moved
socialy in the circles that he could have been dected to
move in, for someone to take that important step and get
involved in palitics in the way in which he did, not only
representing people but also moving at alevel socially with
them on a mass basis was a very extraordinary thing to do
and he must have had a perception of humanity which

~
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was very much different from many of his socid statusand
o his intdlectua achievement of the day. And it is that
stamp, | think, that made the difference down the years.
That would be my judgement of the contribution and the
influence which he has had.

Much has been said about his involvement in other
areas, Empire Club. | did not even know that he was the
person that brought Rotary to Barbados and he continued
to be, until hisdeath. Thereis a particular title attached to
someonein that position.

Mr. Speaker, on these occasions we do spend alittle
time in paying thesetributes. | think they areimportant, not
only in terms of the solace to relatives and friends and
condtituents, but also they are important for the record of
Parliament and for the upliftment of Parliament itsdlf. |
believe that the words which we have uttered so far today
would have contributed substantialy to the reinforcement
of the premier place in the socia and economic life o
Parliament, o this particular Assembly and of the Chair of
this Assembly as well. | take this opportunity on behdf of
mysdf, on behdf of my family, on behdf of the wider
family of the National Democratic Party and dso while
feeling theloss of someone who has been a friend for most
o ny life, nevertheless| fed a sense of joy in being able
to spesk to, recognise, feel and share the excellence which
he brought to his life and to this society over the years. |
thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

12.35 pm

Dr. R. L. CHELTENHAM: Mr. Speaker, the death of
Sir Theodore closes the chapter on that band of middle-
class, courageous Barbadians who entered palitics in the
1930s who for the most pat hdped to fight the
conservative forces very much aive and abroad then and
redly help to create the new Barbados which we now
enjoy. | refer to persons such as H. A. Vaughan, Erskine
Ward, Wadlter Reece, Grantley Adams himsdf and Mr.
Holder who was the M. L. P. for St."Andrew, and who was
later to become the Solicitor Genera and still later to
become the Chief Justice of British Guyanaas it was then
known.

Sir Theodore was then referred to in the 1930's as
Mr. E. T. Brancker, the newspapers of the day so referred
to him. It was only later that the letter "J' appeared in
public in his name. He first came to nationd politica
prominence in 1937 in January when he won as senior
member of St. Lucy in a very closdy fought election. In
fact, he got 137 votes, Mr. Speaker. Mr. H. Alleyne who
was the junior member got 136 and Mr. James Tudor got
80 votes; and Sir Theodore was to reman in this
Parliament for an unbroken period until 1971. The story of
the circumstances under which he decided to retire from
eectora palitics, | believe, has dready been told and no
useful purpose will be served by repesting it.

There is a point of some significance in that long
career in termsaof politics. It ended in 1976 and for 5 years
previoudy he served as President of the Senate. But in that
long period he never hed office and that too is an
interesting story in its own right, because in 1948 the 3
magjor parties in Barbados each got the same number o
seats resulting from that election — 8 seats to the Congress,
8 to the Barbados Labour Party and 8 to the Conservative
Party which was then caled the Electors Association. The
Barbados Labour Party entered into an arrangement with
the Congress Party to populate the Executive Committee
and there is an old story and an old trick which we have
got to be very careful about in politics and it happensin
every generation in away. Mr. Wynter Crawford gave his
name as the Leader of the Congress Party and Mr.
Brancker's name too, to Mr. Grantley Adarnsto take to the
Governor as the 2 men from the Congress Party. And in
the end, 2 other men from the Congress Party sat on the
Executive Committee — a Mr. Blackman from St. John and
| think then it was Mr. Talma. The story is that Mr.
Adams, as he then was, was to tell Mr. Wynter Crawford
and Mr. Brancker that their names were not acceptable to
the Governor. Whatever is the truth of that, those were the
stories published in the newspaper of the day. It is a fact
that he was deceived and he was never to serve. Again, in
1961 he was in the run up to that election which took place
| believeon December 4th as the Leader of the Opposition,
and contrary to convention he was not to receive a call an
the night of the 4th or in the days following from the
Governor. The rest is history bécause it was Mr. Barrow
who received that call and the story was that Mr. Cameron
Tudor, when early in the evening he recognized that the
Demoacratic Labour Party was sweeping the polls and was
likely to form the government made his way from the
counting centre to Government House. In speaking as the
Genera Secretary of the Democratic Labour Party, he told
the Governor of the day that they had met and hed agreed
that Mr. Barrow should be the leader. That story has never
been told officidly but | think that we have put together a
sufficient number of piecesfrom sources who are now deed
to know that that is as close to the truth as we may ever
get.

In Parliament, Sir Theodore in those early days
supported dl the liberal measures and was very active and
energetic on behdf of his constituents. He was in the
period up to 1940 regularly speaking about the plight of the
unemployed. He was concerned about peasant farmers, in
particular, smal cane farmersin S. Lucy. He regularly
addressed the controversies about cane weighing of that
day. He spoke to that issue. He was aso concerned about
bus men, the employees of the private concessionaireswho
worked for many long hours under very deplorable
conditions, and much of his evidence before the
Disturbances Commission, as it was called in 1937, was
devoted to that particular issue. He was never a thundering
spesker on the platform or a hugdy impressive spesker
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in Parliament. He had a quiet style with a modulating
voice. He often spoke with his right hand almost covering
his mouth and so on. But there was no doubt that he was
there. He was enduring, he was effective and he was
active.

But apart from politics, he was one of the enduring
figures in the political life of the country between the
1930's and 1970's. He was al so outstanding at the Bar and
had a large reputation at the Criminal and Traffic Bar. His
style was very detailed as a cross-examiner. He would
exhaust the witnessand, if atight reign was not held by the
Court, he would carry them even into irrelevant areas. If
the case was particularly difficult, he would urge an
adjournment of the Court and | can think of no other
person whose cases have falen by the way resultingin the
acquittal of the accused because witnesses simply died
through exhaustion, did not come back to Court or went
beyond the seas. But he speciaizedin the adjournment in
difficult situations. A classic and very effective defenceto
a breach of the traffic regulations in those days was that
the Official Gazette was not produced evidencingthetraffic
regulations. He once had a junior who made an
unsuccessful effort to get into this Chamber to whom he
whispered at the Bar Table after hinting to him that he
should get up and make the 'no case submission™ to the
effect that the Official Gazette had not been produced. The
junior did not quite grasp the point and got up and
announced that the Official Grazette had not been produced
much to the embarrassment of Sir Theodore. The point was
upheld, Mr. Speaker, but he called it the Official Grazette.

Sir Theodore had a multiplicity of interests. He was
a Charter President of the Rotary Club; he was President of
the Empire Club for severa generations and did
outstanding work in that regard. But | think his story tells
us a tale about how you could penetrate the Barbadian
society. If you see the Barbadian society as a series of
concentric circles, Sir Theodore was at the centre of each
of them. The church - he was prominent there; and also in
serviceorganizationsparticularly Rotary. Hewas prominent
in cricket. He was President of the Empire Club.
12.45 p.m.

He was prominent in politics and he was also
prominent in the law. In addition to that, he was also
prominent in the Lodges, so that sometimes when young
professionals- and it happenswith great frequency —come
to meand say "'l cannot understand how you get clientsin
Barbados, how you develop your profession,” | say there
are alot of successful stories, and | mention Sir Theodore.
Barbados is not the most difficult society to penetrateas a
professional if you have the skill and a certain personality;
but you have to understand what it is about. It has changed
in some respect, but Sir Theodore understood that well and

he was nevertheless able to remain at the centre of these
severa concentric and overlapping circles.

He was a member of each of the mgjor parties of the
day, except for the conservatives, but we are not surprised,
looking back, that his stay with the Barbados L abour Party
was short-lived. He ran in 1951 under the banner of the
Barbados Labour Party. The election result had not been
well announced when he was out of the Barbados Labour
Party, and if you are familiar with the history of the period
that is not surprising, because there was no relationship
between himself and Sir Grantley, none whatsoever, and he
would never have been happy in the Barbados Labour
Party, but it was clear to him at the time that he had to be
identified with the labour movement, as it was called, in
order to win that first election under adult suffrage. And so
he hitched himself to the vehicle of the Barbados Labour
Party, but that was only for electora and propaganda
purposes, for the purpose of the election. As soon as the
election was over he was to find himself back close to his
old friend, Wynter Crawford, back into a Congress Party
and then as the Congress Party became fused with the
Democratic Labour Party, then into the Democratic L abour

party.

Let me say, in conclusion, that | think his claim to
fame, as it were, his placein the history of the period will
rest really on two bases. His long period of servicesas the
congtituency MP in St. Lucy and the fact that he was the
link, between the old Barbados and the new Barbados,
because he came to politics before the riots and he left
politicsafter Independence, so he was that link person. The
second basis on which | think he will attract the historians
of the period relates to the fact that he was part of the
liberating progressiveforcesin politics over that period of
the 1930s straight through to the 1980s, the forces tha
transformed Barbados into the modern society wherein we
al live with the modem facilities which we al enjoy.

| have known him over the last 25 years and he was
at close range a very anecdotal and amusing character. He
often approached you: ""Have you heard?"' That is how he
begun his stories. He delighted in a good piece of gossip
and was often the father of that gossip, often the author of
it, but he would always begin his stories with: ""Have you
heard?"

He was in court unfailingly courteous to the Bench
and in sofar as | have had the opportunity of working with
him on two occasions, he would call me a a very early
hour to discover how | was getting on with my research. In
one particular case where a well known husband and wife
were charged before the court, we both represented them
and he told me that he would take the easier case and the
harder one was left to me. In the midst of the case being
heard before Sir William Douglas, Sir William was in
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a vey aggressive mood and did not dlow him to conduct
his cross-examination into irrelevant areas. So he was very
brief on his feet. Following one shout from Sir William he
just looked back and said: "' Over to you, Richard" and that
was the signal for me to get up and do my part.

| just want to say that he has been one o our great
nation builders of that period and on this occason | join
with fellow Members in extending my sympathy to Lady
Brancker, his son George and to al the close members o
hisfamily and to hisfriends. | support fully the Resolution
which is before Parliament.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it would seem
grangeif | did not join in the tributes which are being paid
to yet another illustriousBarbadian as we mark the passing
o thelatedigtinguished former Speaker of this House. | do
not propose to add to the litany of very eloquent and well
defined remembrances which have gone before, but it is
important for my generation to record our appreciation o
the standards which we found when we came to this aspect
o our nationd life, loosdly caled the Parliament.

I, Sir, came back to Barbados in 1971 and was
fortunate to be appointed to a Senate which hed as its
presiding officer the late Sir Theodore Brancker. Anyone
who aspired to becomeinvolved in public life by that time
would have been aware of the record of the distinguished
gentleman as a Speaker of some 10 years standing. If there
isone way in which | would wish younger people coming
to emulate Sr Theodore Brancker, it would be in his
veneration d the ingtitution of Parliament. Observing him
asa presiding officer was at once astudy of determination
whenever he thought it necessary to quell any impending
riot and an unspoken eloquence whenever he felt that any
particular spesker was testing his wedl known need from
time to time to have a break from the proceedings. Many
are the stories which could be told avay from the tributes
o incidentsrelated to the Senate going into Committee and
no doubt as long as parliamentarians gather such stories
would be told.

12.55 p.m.

| was dways very interested in and still have regard
for the manner in which he maintained the high standard o
debate by virtue o his intolerance o anything that
snacked of persona vendettasin the Senate. | well recal
and | believe the Honourable Member for Christ Church
South was there at the time and the Honourable Member
for St. George South as well, we would have some very
hested and animated discussions. As Y our Honour is aware
the Table in the Other Place is very amenable to amost
finger-tip touching between the Oppostion and the
Government and it is not difficult to heckle without being
heard and somehow that presiding officer heard every

single word of heckle that would emanate from those who
were not fully observing the Rule that only the Honourable
Member on his feet or her feet should be heard.

Mr. Speaker, Sir Theodore took delight in helping
young parliamentarians to shape their understanding o
what Parliament is, what it was then and what it should be.
It was dways his view which he expressed often that those
who were fortunate enough to serve in the Parliament of
Barbados had a special responsbility to the generations to
come. From time to time we would have the benefit of
listening to his stories of the struggle as a parliamentarian
from the early days to where we were in 1971 to 1976.

During that time, he eschewed party relationshipswith
the Democratic Labour Party but soon after 1976 when he
ceased to be the President of the Senate he regppeared in
the comdors of the Democratic Labour Party with clock-
like precision on the occasions when we would have
general council meetings and he could listen for long
sustained periodsonly interveningfrom time to time when
either a person had become confused with his syntax or the
time was moving too dowly for the mind of one like Sir
Theodore.

Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member for St. Michadl
South Central dluded to Sir Theodore's love of language
and | think it is fair to say that a turn of phrase in any
given dtuation that would normaly be described as
delightful would be embellished and developed by Sir
Theudore in such a way as only in recent times | have
heard his son who | believe it is fair to say has inherited
some of that very exquisite quality.

Mr. Speaker, he also spared no effort to share with
young Members of Parliament his own view o
condtituency representation and whereas it was not a
scientific and as modem as many of us have been able to
becomewith the advance of technology in the world and in
Barbados he like others of his time nonetheless hed his
system which worked and which had as its man focus
concentration on the needs o his congtituency, the people
o hiscongtituency. | have said el sewhereand will continue
to say that one of the main considerations which endears
the Democratic Labour Party to me is that in our party we
tend to see each individua as an end in himsdf and not a
means to an end and this was one of the principles which
| heard repeated over and over again by Sir Theodore in
one form or another.

If I may touch on just one other aspect of hislife that
| found fascinating it was his religious curiosity. In recent
times | know of two personsin Barbados whose religious
curiosty provided me with interest. One is the Father
of the late Errol Barrow and Dame Nita who as Your
Honour knows was an Anglican priest who became
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a Catholic and who as it were went the full circle. Sir
Theodore also became a Catholic. | am not sure if he wes
born a Catholic but there was never any doubt that he put
his religious considerationsabove and beyond all others.
He spent many a time with the two other persons whose
names | need not call and mysdf discussing aspectsof our
religious, as he would put it, education.

He was not adverse to taking a postion completely
opposite to the one in which he believed merdly to tweek
the capacity of those with whom he was having the
discussion. Mr. Speaker, only people who are interested in
theological discussionsfor the sake of discussion can fully
appreciate the joy of a complete philosophical discussion
on agiven day among acertain kind of mind. | am grateful
to Sir Theodore that he dlowed that kind of discussion
during my time and as a result | have been thericher.

| would merely end by making referenceto theloving
care with which hiswife Gwen Lady Brancker lavished on
him and which was obvious in termsd her care of him in
his later years. Lady Brancker will for a number of young
women around Barbados be a role modd. | recall the
number o times when | have heard persons who knew
neither the one or the other speak with pure admiration at
the quality of the relationship between those two persons
who on firgt sight appeared so dissmilar in their makeup.

Mr. Speaker, | offer to her and to George and to the
rest of the family my own and my family's and my
congtituents and indeed the Democratic Labour Party's
deep condolences.

SUSPENSION

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, | beg to
move that this House be suspended until 10 minutes after
2 o'clock this afternoon.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.
1.05 p.m.

RESUMPTION
Mr. SPEAKER: This ditting is resumed.

Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, | jugt wish
to place on record a short contribution to Sir Theodore. |
say short because on Friday morning the Supreme Court is
having a specia sitting in honour of Sir Theodore and |
will speak at greater length there. But | wish to say that he
isaBarbadian who has contributed much in many fields to
the nationd life of this country. It is fitting that we are

paying tributetoday and it is fitting, of course, that hislife
should have been so full.

| think al those who preceded mein this tribute have
touched on dl the various facets of his life that we could
have dealt with. Perhaps, | would wish to speak of him as
| knew him as a practitioner at the Bar. | was fortunate to
have observed him for many years and then in the middle
70s to have had the privilege of having appeared with him
in a case which is in the West Indian Reports cdled
“Glumeau and the Queen".

The experience of the Honourable Member for S.
Joseph and my own experienceareidentica. Heinvited me
to Vdenciain Demcks. Immediately, a man of unfaling
courtesy, he ensured that before we started to work that |
was offered some wine. He told me that so long as we won
thecase | could be assured of a case. In those days | wes
not aversed to drinking afair quantity. He said to me at the
outset, "Now, let me tell you. You leave thefactsto me |
want you to ded with the law.” In fact, we went to court
and | argued the matter. The conviction was squashed on
a point of law as to corroboration and whether
corroboration should move from an independent source or
not. The direction of the then Chief Justice Douglas was
held to be wrong. True to his word, Sir, | received a case
of white wine soon after the Court of Apped gave the
decison.

At thetime| was in the Chambersaf the Honourable
Member for Christ Church West and | told him of what Sir
Theodore had done and the generosity of his gift. He told
me that | should ask Mr. Maurice King because he and Mr.
Maurice King hed appeared with Sir Theodoreand | think
he said every year he used to send them cases of wine in
memory o cases which they had done together. Of course,
speaking of wine, Sir, Sir Theodore had a large reputation
for being able to partake of culinary delights in large
quantities. It is very true that a large part of his politica
success and being in this House for over 35 years was
entircly due to the kind of relationship he was able to
develop and manage among his constituentsin St. Lucy.

Part of hismodus operandi wasto ensure his presence
a every funerd, wedding and more particularly
christenings where he used to be well looked after by the
hogt. | say that he had a capacity for delighting in food and
that capacity was transferred in large measure to his son,
George, who when | remember him in England in the early
1960s did have a reputation among Caribbean students for
being the greatest consumer of food there wasamong dl o
us. He was a huge feeder. But it was not only the love of
good food and drinks that he passed on to hisson. His love
of parliamentary ingtitutions and his respect for them were
aso two qudlities that he passed on lavishly to George.
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It islittle known, but some have spoken today of it,
Sir, that Sir Theodore was a musician of repute and an
excellent pianist. Howard Roberts who was aso a legend
in themusicology of Barbadostold me some years ago that
it was remarkable that Barbados produced three Branckers
who werein their times theleading pianistsin this country,
Sir Theodore, my uncle Kid Brancker and Nicolas
Brancker, Sir Theodore's grandson whom we dl  know.
George, unfortunately, did not tinkle the ivories but |
would say that to my certain knowledge George Brancker
is the most rhythmical drummer with ten fingers that you
can find in any part of the world. If George Brancker sits
here at this desk and starts to use his fingers as a drum,
you would fed to dance. He is very tdented with his
fingers.

In the legal field, Sir, Sir Theodore once answered a
question of mine sitting at the Bar table in a way that |
have never forgotten. | asked him what was the secret o
his success as a cross examiner because modem lawyers
tend not to cross-examine for days and days. Sir Theodore
would cross-examine at length. As a young counsdl, we
were dtting in court and we would cover the same ground
severd times dightly rephrasing the question. He told me
that my technique is very smple. | ask alot of questions
to such an extent that | confuse the witness. | confusethe
court and | confuse mysdf. In that setting, he said, the
court must be left in reasonable doubt. Everybody is
confused.

Sir, he had a dightly mischievous way about him
which others have spoken about but those of us who came
in the early 1970s remember Sir Theodore and his
idiosyncrasies, theglassesin hand twisting them around his
fingers, the little lean of the head ""Have you heard?" and
when he was asking, have you heard something, he was
then for the fust time about to start a rumour that would
take root throughout Barbados.

We have spoken o his use of green ink. But | also
remember his gown and his wig. They have betrayed years
o hard work, the fabric pattern, worn and thread bare. |
asked him why he would not change the wig and gown. He
told me that if he changed the wig and gown no new
lawyers would give him credit for his long servicea the
Bar. The tattered wig and gown were the outward indicia
o his many years at the Bar. He wanted everybody to
know he was the most senior member o the Bar. | believe
he retired without changing the wig. | seem to think that
latterly he changed the gown. But he was a man of good
humour.

In his sphere as a lawyer practising in the Traffic
Court, Sir, it issaid he had no fear. He probably knew the
Traffic Regulationsand the Traffic Act better than anybody
else, undoubtedly. He built a reputation on his knowledge,
experience and expertisein that field of road traffic.

Sir, | am proud to have known Sir Theodore. | did
not know him before | came back to Barbados closdly. |
met him once or twice beforeand obvioudy had seen him
because in his young days he was known as "Jet
Brancker." He was a very dashing and handsome nan in
hisyouth. | met him a coupledf times. | think he approved
my membershipfor Empire Club when | was till a school
boy. He did much for the cricketersof Empire. Empirefirst
toured outsde of Barbados when Sir Theodore was
President. | think the first tour was to Grenada. Now, what
is little known is that it was Sir Theodore who sponsored
Charlie Griffith from Pie Corner in St. Lucy to the West
Indies level and supported Charlie throughout his years as
a cricketer.

2.25 p.m,

| therefore, Sir, wish to express my sincerest
condolences to the family of Sir Theodore and readily
support the Resolution and as | have indicated | will spesk
differently and a greater length on Friday morning when
the Supreme Court meets in tribute. | am obliged to you,
Sir.

Mr. D. & E. KELLMAN: Mr. Spedker, | rise to
support thisResolution on behdf of Sir TheodoreBrancker.
J want to say, Sir, that Sir Theodore in the minds of the
peopledf St. Lucy has awaysbeen awdll liked and caring
politician. The Member before me spoke about Charlie
Griffith but it must be said that Charlie Griffith would not
have gotten the opportunity to represent the West Indies if
he was not spotted by Sir Theodore. It is Sir Theodore who
spotted him in the rurd condtituency of S. Lucy and took
him to Empire Club where he was able then to play cricket
for the West Indies team. | believe he would aso have
spotted some others but he would have used his privileged
position to fight the system at the time.

Going through St. Lucy you would hear about the
Road Board and you do not hear too much about the Road
Board today, you hear about MTW or Public Works but
therearealot of menin St. Lucy who would tell you that
it is because of Sir Theodore that they were able to get a
job in the Road Board and that is probably why, when |
was going to school, | used to brag of coming from a
congtituency that had the best roads and it was a privilege
at that time when you could brag that you had a choice of
many roadsto go and even some of theroads you travelled
on, even though they were not the main roadsto travel, the
conditions were good.

The next thing you would hear about in St. Lucy, Sir,
is thetop and the bottom. In those days there was Brancker
to the top and Tudor to the bottom and the voting system
was that you cut off the cane tops and cut the canesat the
root level. In other words you vote for Brancker to the top
and vote for Tudor to the bottom . So in St. Lucy you
never discussed politics in the way it is discussed in
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this day and age. Y ou discussed the top and the bottom. It
is amazing, Sir, that on Saturday while we were attending
the funeral we were reminded that the system of top and
bottom is still operating and that is, Sir Theodore went
back to the top and Sir James Tudor was buried to the
bottom. That is, one went to Pie Corner and one went to
St. Lucy's Church. And it is amazing how the system has
worked. Somebody has reminded methat the system is not
completed as yet because | am told that when my
predecessor's turn comes he will go to the top and when
my turn comes | will go to the bottom. So it seems to be
a top and bottom system still going through St. Lucy.

He aso had a knack for winning and he made sure
that whatever he did he was on top even if it meant doing
additional canvassing after the official canvass. He made
sure, Sir, that he was always working hard so if the official
canvass was during the day, Sir, he aways returned at
night to make sure he put in additional canvassing because
he loved his people in St. Lucy. But that is not al, Sir.
Listening to these speeches today | now realise why so
many people love going to St. Lucy, Sir. St. Lucy is a
place, Sir, where you can aways be rewarded when you
pay a visit to that nice place. It is not surprising to hear the
HonourableMember for St. Michagl South, the Honourable
Member for St. Michagl South Central and many others
recalling the good days of travelling to St. Lucy with Sir
Theodore.

Sir, | would have appreciated very much if they had
taught me the trick of landing a small aircraft in Spring
Garden and | would have appreciated very much, Sir, if Sir
Theodore had the privilege of landing a small aircraft in
Spring Garden a place he loved so much. So you see, Mr.
Speaker, we have had the privilege of having Sir Theodore
who has done his best for St. Lucy and he was one of the
few privileged politicians. He was of an era where his
supporters, because they loved him dearly, found it more
convenient to use cars that he did not sponsor at election
time.

So, on behaf of the people of St. Lucy | would like
to express my deepest sympathy to his family and to say
that he has always been loved by the people of St. Lucy
and they have showed it, Sir, by keeping him on top.
Thank you very much, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: | would like to associate this
Honourable Chair with al the sentiments expressed. On
behaf of my family and myself | would hereby like to
extend my sincerest condolences to the grieving relatives.
The outstanding qualities of the late Honourable Member,
mentioned by all Members, | can assure you, as Speaker,
I will try to emulate. This House with acclaim supportsthe
Resolution of Sympathy and the appropriate messages of
condolences will be sent to the family.

As a mak of respect for the late Honourable
Member, | now inviteall Honourable Membersto join with
me in observing one minute of silence.

Members stood in silence for one minute.
ORDERS OF THE DAY
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg to
move that Standing Orders 6, 16, 18, 20, 42(5), 43 and 44
be suspended for the rest of this day's sitting.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.
2.35p.m.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Mr. SPEAKER: Government Business is the instant
order of the day.

ORDER NO. 1 - TO MOVE THE SECOND READING
OF A BILL TO AMEND THE INCOME
TAX ACT, CAP. 73

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | rise to
move the motion that the Income Tax (Amendment) Bill,
1996 be approved and | need to put this matter in some
context. First of all, Sir, | need to say that | do not
subscribe to the mystique and mystification whereby
important fiscal or public financial adjustments need to be
only in the Budget. Budgeting is an ongoing process and
there are other countries in the world where important
adjustmentsare being made virtually every week in ther
Parliament. But we have come to believe that the only
occasion on which mgjor adjustments can be made or the
only place that adjustments can be made is in Budgetary
Statements, a myth that needs to be dispelled. The House
will be aware, Sir, that on matters such as the removal of
dutieson manufacturingand agriculture we did not have to
wait for a Budgetary presentation to make adjustmentsand
equally so, Sir, the point | am making here is that there
will be matters that are being dealt with today in the
Income Tax Amendment which were not in fact measures
spoken of in the Budget presentation although the genera
purposeof this Income Tax (Amendment) Bill islargely to
give effect to measures that were announced in last year's
Budget.

The second thing, Sir, is that these Income Tax
Amendments being proposed today have to be looked at in
the context of adjustments to the Income Tax in the last
decade. The House will recall that in 1986 there was
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a mgor adjusment to Income Tax involving the
introduction of athreshold of $15,000 below which no one
pay taxes and the extension of a range of alowances
including unlimited alowances for mortgage interest and
home improvements and the like. The numbers are
interesting and the numbersof that experience are now left
to economic higtorians. Income Tax in 1985 yieded
$134 million. By 1987 it had falen to $52 million but it
recovered theresfter and the debate as to whether left to
itself the measures might have eventudly achieved the
objective sought by the Member for St. Michagl South
Central is something upon which the economic historians,
Sir, will have to abdicate. We do know that his party of the
day a@bandoned them because of the short term fisca
reduction from $134 million to $52 million but | think
there was an increase | think to $114 million in the
subsequent year and thereafter. That is a matter, Sir, for
economic historiansbut an interesting part of our history.
There are those of us though, Mr. Speaker, who felt that
the tax would have worked a way through the system and
there would have been a stop adjustment by the first
quarter of 1988 but, Sir, that is history. Thereisasoavery
important attempt a Income Tax Reform in 1992 which
was intended to be Revenue neutral in the sense that it wes
intended that the Income Tax would have been adjusted in
such a way that a large number of concessions including
the unlimited building alowances and so on would have
been abolished, the stabilization taxes and the levies except
for the Training Levy would have been abolished, the
Income Tax system would have been smplified by the
reduction in the number of rates and the reduction in the
number o bans with the intention, Sir, that within 3 years
the revenue yielded from the new Income Tax would be
equivdent to the revenue that was previoudy gained from
the combination of Income Taxes, stabilization taxes and
levies.

Again, Sir, theevidenceisinteresting. The House will
be interested in being told, Sir, that in 1992 before the
inception of the Income Tax Reform, Income Tax and
levies together used to yiedd over $240 million but the
Income Tax and the levies in 1994-95 yielded just over
$200 million in levies. So that there has been a net
reduction in Income Taxes in this country arising from the
1992 Income Tax Reform and | say that, Sir, because..

Aside.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | am putting it in this
context, Sir, because the 1992 Income Tax measures were
intended to be revenue neutral and the evidence up to the
end o 1994 is that the objectives had not yet been
achieved if only because the revenue being derived from
Income Tax and levies up to the end of 1994-95 did not
make up in the combination. Obvioudy, Sir, it set a very

important limitation within which additional adjustmentsto
Income Tax could thereafter have been contemplated and
that is the point at which | want to start the debate. That
between 1992 and 1994 there has been a processaf Income
Tax adjustmentsintended to yield the revenue neutrality but
that had not yet been fully accomplished by the end of the
financia year 1994-95.

In addition to that, Mr. Speaker, the 1992 Income Tax
Programme specified that there were some additiona
alowancesthat hed to be taken into the Income Y ear 1995.
So that we went into 1995, Sir, from a fiscal point of view
facing a specific fiscal background that they had inherited
an Income Tax process of reform that hed effectively
served to reduce theyield of the Income Tax and there was
an additiona allowance that had to be put on the books and
therefore we faced very considerableconstraints in such a
context regarding the extent to which further and additiona
cuts in Income Taxes could have been carried out. | redly
want to make that point, Sir, if only because the Member
for &. Michael South Centra is a champion for calling for
tax cuts dthough his recall is, Sir, that he did introduce a
tax cut but then thereafter had to come subgtantialy and
increase the rate of indirect taxes. The experienceover the
last decade, Sir, would warn us as to how judicious we
have to be in seeking to institute drastic changes in the
structure of our Income Tax. | believe, Sir, that the
evidence for 1995-96 would seem to suggest that the
Income Tax and Levy when combined, athough till not
yet yidding revenue equivaent to Income Tax and the
levies of old, are coming near to that point.

Sir, theamendments beforethe Houseare fairly broad
and are intended to affect the household sector as wel as
the corporate sector in Barbados. All of the amendments
are in some way designed to reduce taxes rather than to
increase taxes, and | believe that to that extent and in so far
as they coincide with the philosophy that we mugt al
contribute to the reduction of the rate of taxes in this
country, they will dlicit the support of Parliament.

245 p.m.

Sir, as far as | am concerned, the most important
adjustment here pertains to the resolution of the issue
concerning the net foreign exchange credit for services in
this country and the putting in place of a new system for
the benefit of the importers of services in Barbados. In
1986 a previous Barbados Labour Party Government
recognised that the Government itself would not have the
funds to spend to promote the development of the offshore
financial sector and the export of services in general.
Therefore, in the budget of 1986 it was proposed that a tax
credit would have been given to entities in Barbados
exporting services that would have alowed them to clam
a tax credit equivdlent to 50% of the net foreign
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exchange earnings as a way of stimulating the export of
services. There was a problem with that, Sir - it was based
on the New Zealand moddl - in some instancesat ax credit
equivdent to 50% o the net foreign exchangeearning from
serviceswould have totally extinguished the tax payableby
a large number of companies, it was recognised that the
concesson was extremely generous and it had to be
reviewed. It was reviewed in 1990 where the credit wes
changed such that the 50% rate remained unchanged but
the credit was to be applied in such away that the amount
o the credit could not exceed the tax liability on the net
foreign exchange credit.

Thepoint | an coming to, Sir, is that for ten years no
entity in Barbados has been able to claim the credit, but the
private sector of thiscountry and those personsinvolved in
the export of servicesand in the promotion of the offshore
business sector in particular went ahead and invested their
money in marketing and in promotion. We have seen the
transformation of Culloden Road in the putting in of office
facilities to support the sector. We have seen the private
sector of this country spend its money to attend RIMS and
so0 on in the expectation that one day the matter will be
resolved. There have been attemptsin good faith at it over
adecadeand | really want to use this opportunity today to
compliment the private sector for continuing to invest in
the development of the offshore sector, despite the fact that
the principa fiscal ingtrument that wasintended to facilitate
the investment was one that in and of itself was subject to
much doubt and was not resolved for ten years.

| should a'so point out, Sir, that the 1990 amendments
to the Income Tax Act prescribea limit for the application
of the credit for a ten year period retroactive from 1986 to
1996, and therefore the i ssue that faced us was to settle the
matter once and for al and to put in place a new
mechanism that would dlow persons exporting services
from Barbados to continue to benefit from income tax
relief through earning foreign exchange for the country.

This Income Tax (Amendment) Bill, therefore,
prescribes a solution to the outstanding problem by
dlowing not a 50% rate but a credit equivaent to 30% of
the net foreign exchange earned from the export of
sarvices. If | may put that smply, Sir, any enterprisein
Barbadosexporting servicesas specified in the Scheduleto
the Bill isalowed to reduce its income tax payable by an
amount equivaent to 30% of the net foreign exchange
earned. That covers the period for 1986 to 1996. The
understanding is that if there have been any refunds, the
busi nesses concerned will take back in the form of income
tax refund certificates. For the future the legidation before
Parliament proposes to put in place the same system of
export credit rebates for services that now obtains in
ration to manufacturing, namely, that you have a
graduated scale whereby the amount of the rebate that can

be claimed for the exports against the profits from the
export of services risesas an entity's proportion of exports
in total salerises.

If | may be explicit, Sir, we have a Situation whereby
if 81% or more of a company's profits come from the
export of goods, that entity is dlowed a rebate of 93% on
its income tax, which means that its effective rate of tax
will bein the vicinity of 2%. Theintention, therefore, is to
put companiesin a position such that as the proportion o
their profits from exportsrises, they will be dlowed to put
increasing proportionsof that export profit in their pockets
and the effectiverate of tax on those entities that have a
high percentage of exportsin their total sales will amount
to no more than that paid by internationa busness
companies. We are adso taking the opportunity of
expanding in the legidation the range of services that
quaify for this foreign exchange credit.

This legidation therefore purports, and has resolved
a problem that has been outstanding for ten years, through
no ill o anybody - | am not pointing any fingers - the
initial thing was 100 generous, the amendment proposed in
the 1990 budget was subject to three different
interpretations by the accountants, the lawyers and the
Commissioner of Inland Revenue and there was a mass o
confusion. We are trying to settle that and put a new
instrument in place that would alow enterprisesexporting
servicesfrom Barbadosto benefit from that activity by way
of a rebate system that links their credits to the portion of
their tota sales derived from export.

Mr. Speaker, this legidation also addresses the
question of group taxation. Barbados is one of those
countries that has historically not had group taxation and as
a result companies in a group were not in a podtion
legitimately to offset the profits redlised by one company
by the losses incurred by another. As a result there have
been many instances in this country, like SO many others,
where group taxation did not exist whereby alot of devices
and stratagems were entered into involving the moving
over of management fees, the payment of excessiverentals
and thelike, to transfer income from profitable companies
to non-profitable companiesso as to even out the situation.
Or worse, we have had situations where companies have
been put to the necessity of becoming involved in whet one
could call artificial forms of amagamation with great
disastrous effects on management in order to address the
fact that there were some entitiesin the company that were
profitable and that there were others which were not.

The legidation before the Parliament, Sir, introduces
the concept of group relief to Barbados within very dearly
specified conditions. We are very specificin rdation to the
ownership relationship that must exist and the provison is
intended to alow for the expansion of corporate activity
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in the country without corporate entities having to be put
through the treadmill of artificial amalgamations or the
fraudulent transfer of income from sourceto source. Where
the household sector is concerned thelegidation introduces
the concept of a home allowance for Barbadians. Now as
| said thislegidation hasto be seen againgt the background
of the income tax structure of the past. Before 1986
Barbadians were alowed a mortgage interest allowanced
up to $12 000 a year but this was in circumstances where
there was not an income threshold, a basic adlowance

applicableto everybody.
255 p.m,

The 1986 tax adjustment provided for unlimited
mortgage interest adlowances and unlimited home
improvement alowances and quite frankly many people
abused that system. There were some people who had a
number of properties who consolidated all of their loans
and took out one mgjor mortgage against their home and
claimed massive mortgageinterest allowances and that was
one o the mgor loopholes exploited by wedathy people
arising out of the 1986 t ax assessment.

| know of cases because they told me that thisis how
they made their money.

Dri R, C. HAYNES: Unlimited mortgage interest
existed in Barbados until some time in the 1980s.

Rt. Hon, O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. spesker, al | am
saying is that in 1986 a person could only clam up to
$12 000. There was alwaysa gap. The point | an coming
to is that the 1992 income tax reform process took
mortgage interest alowances and also took home-
improvement allowances as well as alowances for the
purchase of solar water heaters off the books.

What we are seeking to do, Sir, is to reintroduce to
Barbadian households the ability to be able to clam
mortgage allowances, home improvement alowances,
alowance for solar water heaters and in this ingtance
dlowancesfor theinstalationof water saving devices. The
differencein this instanceis that we now have in placein
Barbados a system where the income threshold claimed as
a basic adlowance is now up to $18 000 and this home
alowanceis to be in addition to that.

It is aso the case in the pagt that mortgage interest
allowancehas only been claimed by afairly narrow section
of the population. What we are seeking to do is not to
reintroduce mortgage alowances per se but a broader
concept called a home allowancewhich will give the home
owner the flexibility in most years of being able to clam
something arising out of expensesfrom his home whether
in the form of a payment of a mortgage interest or of a
water saving device or asolar deviceor homeimprovement

as the case may be As| said, Sir, the mortgage interest
dlowancein the past and this was the point that was made
by the Member for St. John with great force benefitted
only afew and in reintroducing the concept, Sir, we sought
to broaden it with a view to alowing people greater
flexibility in what they can claim.

Sir, | redly want to stress the importance o the
introduction of an alowance for water saving devices. |
gpeek to thisissue every time we speak on this matter that
Barbados is a water-stressed society. We have one .of the
worst water profilesin the world. In fact, we are the third
worg in the world. We fit into the scheme o things of
countries like Jordan and it is a fact that in any given
norma year Barbados is consuming 90% o its average
water supply.

More to the point, Sir, we are adso on a water
intensive utilisation processof development where because
of theexpanson af our tourism industry and sportstourism
the consumption of water in margina terms increases as
theeconomy isexpanded. If | can put the point graphicaly,
the same water supply that used to suffice this population
when we were 200 000 people with no tourist industry is
now having to meet the demands of 260 000 Barbadians
plus haf a million cruise ship passengersa year plus hdf
amillion long-gtay touristsa year and we are embarking on
a process of development that will see us expand those
numbers and therefore the questioh of the management o
our water resources becomes critical. It behoves us to take
this matter serioudy because the problem we are having is
not just a problem of inefficiency at the Barbados Water
Authority, it is that we are pushing the limits of our weter
resources and very serious and creative efforts have to be
set intran to address the problem.

We have sought therefore to make it mandatory that
people building commercid buildings mugt start instaling
water storagefacilitiesand this legidation will dlow them
to write off expenses so incurred in order to start saving
water.

We are also seeking to encourage the households to
put in water storagefacilitiesto storerain water to do other
things that now have to be done from the public water
system and we are dlowing incomet ax alowancesfor that

particular purpose.

| dso want to make the point that in this year's
estimates the Prime Minister's vote was not discussed
unfortunately but | have instructed that an amount should
be put into the Estimatesfor the Official Residence of the
Prime Miniger to ingtall water storage facilities because
that residenceis afairly extensive user of the public weter
supply. | fed that an example should be set both in relation
to that residence as well as at Government House and
funds are being provided to set that kind of example.
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| want the word to go forward from this Chamber that
the water problems of Barbados are red. They can be
addressed by the detection and other measuresbut al of us
must recognise that we are pushing the boundaries where
water availability is concerned and that we have to find
waysd storing and using rain water for purposes tha now
exerciseaclaim on the public water supply that should be
used for domestic consumption purposes. | would wish the
House to understand therefore that as time goes by we will
be introducing more and more incentives under the home
dlowance. It is the intention of Government to
incrementdlly increase the home alowance as we go aong
and the other side will understand the point | an making.
Theincometax reform process of 1992 described what was
to happen between 1992 and the income year ending 1995.
It sad thereafter that there has to be a process o
indexation. We carried out the last adjusment of that
process in 1995 as per the programme and we fed that a
flexibly designed home allowancethat will dlow people to
be able to address their water problems, their energy
problems their home repair and home building problemsis
the way by which we can redly add to the exigting
alowances.

We have sought to do so, Mr. Chairman, within the
context of what was fiscaly prudent and that is why |
darted to make the point that when we reviewed the
dtuation in the income year 1995 we had not yet reached
the stage where the income tax and the levies had
accomplished their revenue yield as intended and we
thought that we would therefore stagger the rate at which
we introduced a home dlowance.

Our manifesto speaks in terms of $15 000. | look
forward every year as our revenue postion alows to
increase this but the intention is to let Barbadiansenjoy a
broad-based and flexibly structured home alowance. They
can use it however. It addresses the point that the Member
for & John made when he dedt with the income tax
reform that the mortgage interest alowance was too
narrowly drawn and it only catered to that class of person
who was in a position to clam mortgage interest but we
have to have a home alowance Sir and this legidation
introduces that concept to Barbados.

The legidation adso dlows for the treatment of
interest payable. Under the present law, interest on
borrowed funds must be paid before it is dlowed as a
deduction from a company's or individual's assessable
income. In some cases, Sir, this has caused some hardship
in relation to the cash flow of business. Our proposed
amendmentintroducesthe accrua concept which issimilar
to that obtaining in Canada whereby interest which is
payable but which has not yet been pad in an income year
may be alowed as a deduction in that income year subject
however to the parties bringing the intcrcst to book within

a 2-year period. That, | think, will go some way in easing
the cash flow situation for businesses.
3.05 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, these amendments aso cary out a
Manifesto pledge of exempting pensioners sixty years and
over from the payment of taxes on interest. As you are
aware, Sir, the Income Tax reform of 1992 subjected all
interest payments to withholding tax of 12'/, per cent. It
was felt, and we fed that that bore heavily upon the
interest earned by pensioners and, in particular, if a
pensioner'sincome was below $20 000 it meant thet it was
apart o hisincome that was being subjected totax. Asa
result, we are carrying through the policy of exempting the
interest earned by pensioners over the age of 60 from the
payment of withholding tax.

We are adso, Mr. Speaker, taking the opportunity to
make uniform the policy in relation to withholdingtax on
Government securities in away that will make them more
dtractive. At present, Government's debenturesare subject
only to a withholding tax of 12'/, per cent whereas the
interest earned on al other Government's securities like
Treasury Bills, Treasury Notesand so on have to be added
into a person's income and would therefore be subject to a
higher margind rate of tax, either 25 per cent or 40 percent
depending on where the person's income band is. We are
now seeking in this legidation to make it uniform and to
make al of Government's securities subject to the same
12!/, per cent rate of withholding tax.

Sir, the proposed amendment also addressesa matter
that | do fed can lead to some private capital inflowsinto
Barbados. The Langley Report of 1987 had suggested that
Barbados should look to become a place where wedthy
retirees and individuals may want to reside subject to our
putting in provisions in the Income Tax Ad that dlow
greater flexibility in the definition of residency. Under the
exigting Income Tax Act a person would have to residein
Barbados for a period of 182 days in order to qudify asa
resdent for the purposes of income tax. There are a
number o persons, including wedthy individuas, who by
virtue of double taxation tresties might want to teke
themsalves outside their nationd tax jurisdiction and reside
in Barbados, purchase homes, and the like. We are, in this
legidation, amending the definition for residency to be able
to dlow greater flexibility in which persons who build
houses in Barbados can qudlify to be regarded as residents,
particularly people coming from countriesthat have double
taxation treaties who build houses and spend perhaps less
than 182 days here, but can be regarded as normd
resdents of the country.

Mr. Spedker, the House will be aware tha in my
Budget | had made a determination to change the existing
treetment of dividends. | have dready waned the
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Member for . John, and | am also warning the Members
on the Other Side, that | am old enough and experienced
enough in matters of economic policy to know that you do
not ever st things in concrete. We have broad
philosophicd positionsbut alot of economic policy comes
down to details. We aso have a stuation where the
Minister of Finance has to bring things to the House, and
it is a system we have to open up because| do not believe
in the mydtification of our budgetary process. We bring
budgets to the House without discussing them with the
people whom they are going to affect. The consultation
takes place after the fact, and that is a fact. | understand
the propriety that is involved with people having inside
knowledge of what might come and taking advantage of it.

Sir, a sensible baance at some stage will have to be
found with our treatment of fiscal matters. | understand the
need for propriety. | understand that some people who were
in full possesson of what was intended might take
advantage o the little lag between the proposas being
conceived and being implemented to makea lot of money,
but the fact o the matter is that fiscal matters should be
subject to consultation and are subject to consultation, but
because of the nature of our presentation they are subject
to consultation after the fact.

Now, Sir, on thisone | must tell you that | have had
some agony. We can do one of two things. We can either
add dividends to peopl€e's income and alow it to be taxed
at either a 40 per cent rate, or a 25 per cent rate, depending
on where their taxable income lies, which was the case
before 1992, or we could continuethe procedureintroduced
since 1992 of dlowing dividends to be preferential income
and subjecting it only to withholding tax of 12'/, per cent.

Condderations of equity are important in fisca
mattersas well asconsideration of efficiency. Equity in this
instance has to do with distribution of income. Efficiency
has to do with specific macro economic objectives being
sought. We have asituation in the country wherethingsare
dready skewed against equity investment. The adjustment
in 1992 was intended to help change that imbalance and
therefore that consideration of efficiency to have a country
where more and more you try to mitigate the disincentives
to equity investment was a consideration that could not be
ignored. Equally, however, Mr. Speaker, the question of
equity is a serious consideration because we live in a
country Where only a narrow percentage of the population
benefits from dividend income and those are the persons
who generally tend to be the upper income brackets o
Barbados, so tha Members of the House can tak about it
with mirth, but it is a serious matter that raises a number
of difficult options.

My firgt inclination, quite frankly, Mr. Speaker, was
to go drictly for equity, but we are in a process where, as

we saw last year and saw the year before, that we do have
to find ways of enhancing greater equity investment in this
country. | have therefore decided to dlow the situation
regarding the withholding tax on dividendsto remain asiit
presently is in support of alowing greater equity
investment in the country.

But, Sir, | want to make the point that | am watching
the situation carefully, and the Honourable Member for S
John will understand what | am saying, that we have to
monitor the results of tax reform with reference to the
results. When that measure was introduced in 1992 it wes
also seen then as one of the mechanisms that would cause
people to want to issue more share capital and so on, and
we are not yet seeing that evolving so that while | am
showing forbearance on thisoccasion it is a matter that we
may have to revisit. There are people who cal for
important concessionsin thiscountry in the expectation that
certain economic resultswill ensueand then we give them
a reasonable chance to let the results either ensue or not
ensue. We are saying at the same time, Sir, that, at the
same time as the dividend interest was subject to
withholdingt ax rather than the margina rate of tax that the
then Government of the day withdrew the concessionsthat
would dlow new shares to be issued to the beneficiary.
But, Sir, that is the policy menu and | am saying that an
thisoccasion | am showing forbearanceand | am not going
to dlow any changein the existing treatment of dividends.
Dividends will continue to be subject to a 12Y,%
withholding tax rather than grossed up as part of a person's
assessableincome and thereafter subject to atax of 25%o0r
40% depending upon that person's taxableincome, but it is
a matter, Sir, that ought to be subject to an interim review
because it was intended to be part of a process that should
S* the broadening of share ownership in the country. |
would just want to call upon those persons who are the
beneficiariesof that policy to give effect to the obligations
associated with the carrying out of the policy.
3.15 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, when this matter first came to the House
there were certain clauses contained in the then Bill, one
for example that dealt with self-insurance. It is the
Government's wish to make it possible for persons and
businessesin particular to seek solutionsto their insurance
problems. We have a captive insurance indugry in
Barbados becausethere are entitiesin the United States and
Canadathat have found the cost of insurance 0 prohibitive
that they have established their own sdlf-insuranceschemes
and in the same way we have to try to find innovative
ways of alowing people to react to the fact that insurance
premiums in Barbados are a punishment to some
businesses; a matter which has to be addressed.

Thereason why it isnot in thislegidation, Sir, is that
the clause will make reference to the new Insurance
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Act but until that is passed by Parliament it obvioudy
cannot be referenced but | just want to say, Sir, thet it is
the Government'sintention, at the earliest opportunity and
as soon as that new Insurance Bill passes Parliament, to
have that important clause included in our Income Tax Act.
| am very serious, Sir, and we adl have to be serious about
reducing the cost of doing business in Barbados. There is
no doubt in my mind, Sir, none whatsoever that the cost of
insurance has been and perhaps will continue to be
horrendousand prohibitive unless the matter is addressed.

Wealso, Mr. Speaker, thought that the time has come
when we should treat foreign service dividends earned by
Babadian companies in the same way as we treat
domedticaly originating dividends. As more of our
Barbadian companies, like most companiesin the rest o
the region that are progressive, find that part of the process
operating in a globalising economy is that you will earn as
much from investment income originating outside as you
do from within. There are some Barbadian companies that
have dready started the process of expanding into other
markets, not by the sale of goods but by the export o
capital. It is a phenomenon that is taking place worldwide
and it is a natural process of expansion for a lot of
companies. In fact, Sir, the benefits to the Barbadian
economy accrue aso in the fact that it isa mgjor source of
employment for many skilled Barbadians who, as we al
know, areemployed by someof these Barbadian companies
in the rest of the world. Therefore at some stage we have
to find a way of recognising that the whole world is now
involved in a process of dlowing a seamless flow of
capital and that our Income Tax Act must reflect provisions
that do not unreasonably limit the capacity of Barbadian
enterprisesto expand by setting up enterprisesabroad. That
isin part, Sir, onedf theintentions thet is being sought by
this approach. We are thinking it through in dl of its full
implications in so far as it may lead us to collide with
certain provisions of the double taxation treaty; but again
that was in the original legidation but is something that we
will come back to again because it is a process that is
natural. It is happening and our taxation system has to be
sufficiently dynamic to deal with it.

Now, Sir, these | think, capture mogt of the issues
addressed in this Income Tax (Amendment) Act. As| said,
Sir,and | want to repeat, there was aprocessaf income tax
reform that was supposed to yield certain revenue results
that have not yet been redised; the past administration
abolished stabilisation tax, abolished mogt of the levies,
changed theincome tax rate, changed theincometax bands
on the understanding that the income tax receiptsfrom the
new system would give riseto revenuesequal to that which
hed accrued from the combination of stabilisation tax levies
and the old income tax.

Aside.

Rt. Hon. 0. S. ARTHUR It is easy for you to say
that, and your advisers rather than indulge in a lot of
useless analysis should be seeking to do policy impact
analyss, set a policy in place, analyse the policy
implications. Thet is how red economists function rather
than indulge in a lot of politica hysteria and propaganda
that is not helping the other side. We certainly have to teke
that, Sir, as a starting point and that constrains how much
we could have done in the short-term because there was in
fact a reduction in the income in the persona income tax
arising from that process.

| just wat to say, Sir, to those who wave the
Manifesto that the Manifesto pledges will be carried out. |
am going to do it gradualy and judicioudy but | just want
to say that | think we are now reaching the stage where |
think, in all seriousness, we will put greet strain on the
indirect tax system in the face of the non neutra revenue
impact of the tax reform to make drastic changes. | think
we can dl agree, Sir, and even the Member for St. Michad
South Centra will agree, that these dramatic overnight
changes in the structure of taxes in a country that hes
inditutionalised high levels of public expenditure is
something that we have to think through carefuily.

Mr. Speaker, | just want to say that we will soon be
getting involved in another process of tax reform...

Certain remarks made by Rt. Hon. 0. S. ARTHUR
were, on the 17th May, 1996, ordered by Mr. Speaker to be
expunged from the record.

Aside.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: But it isa fact. There has
been no draw down. For somebody to be saying, Mr.
Speaker, that we have a programme, a macro-economic
framework that requiresthe Government to have surpluses
and that those surpluses have to be achieved and they are
being monitored by the IMF...

Last year | made it clear to this House that the IMF
sent a misson to Barbados in October o 1994
recommending that we run a surplus. We have told them,
no, that we are running a deficit. We brought a deficit
budget to the House last year, we are bringing another
deficit budget to the House again this year and we hear
nonsense about some secret macro framework. It is
infuriating, Mr. Speaker, to have to deal with that kind of
public discussion that is not intended to inform the public
on the basis of fact. | an saying dl of that, Sir, becausel
subscribe to tax reform and | have supported judicious
adjustmentsin Income Tax rates. | have subscribed to the
view that we have to use adjustmentsin the Income Tax as
well to accomplish worthwhile objectives. These Income
Tax amendments are intended, Sir, to bring about and
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to support activity in export of servicesand in support o
the Government's philosophy that Barbados must become
a full fledged export economy and therefore at the center
o the proposalsis the intention to give fiscal effect to that
objective of solving the problem in relaion to credit for
export of services and putting a new system in place for
the future. | also believe, Sir, that Income Tax Reform
should be designed to bring about socidly and
economically desirable behaviour and activity and these
adjustments are intended to do precisely that in the area of
home alowancesthat will addresscrucia problemssuch as
the water problem of the country. | believethat our Income
Tax system has to be redlistic in relation to changes taking
place in the rest of the world and that our Income Tax
structure in Barbados will have increasingly to recognize
that we are part of a globalizing economy and that they
have the mechanism in thetax system that accommodates
the fact of globdization asa way of lifeand incrementally,
Mr. Speaker, that process that is dtarted here will be
effected in the Income Tax, Sir.

325 p.m.

The Income Tax adjustment also has to be used, Sir,
to facilitate effective forms of corporate organization and
expansion. Relief in this year's package as here represented
before the House is intended to do that and the Income Tax
has to have a sociad conscience by dedling with the
problems of the weakest and the poorest. We have started
to addressthe problemsof pensionersin theseamendments
and we will address the pension problem of other
pensoners in other Budgets to come and a smilar
consideration,Sir, of claimsin relation to thereform of the
indirectt ax system. We need to have an indirect tax system
that featuresa low uniform rate, a broad base of taxes and
a system wheretherearefew exemptionsso that everybody
pay a smdl but fair share rather than the chaotic situation
which we have today, Sir, where you have an indirect t ax
system that hasa very narrow base, very high and crippling
rates and a mass of exemptionsextended at the discretion
of the Minigter of Finance. For that reason, Sir, the attempt
to try to pollute public thinking about the purposes of a
VAT, Sir, is an unworthy attempt. | supported the VAT,
Sir, in Opposition. The Member for Christ Church South
has spoken perhaps more strongly about a VAT in
opposition than even the Government of ‘the day and we
aregoing to have a VAT in this country intending to carry
through a process of reform that will alow this economy
to go forward with a system that has a low rate of tax, a
broader base than you haveat present and with exemptions
that are known and that are not subject to whimsicd
discretion by the Minister of Finance. That iswhy | fed so
upset about the attempt to vulgarize the VAT because the
VAT has been planned since 1992 and we have just carried
forward something that we are al committed to.

But | just want, Sir, to commend these amendments
to the House. They reflect, Sir, a way of adjusting fiscal

mattersand | commend them to the House as amendments
that will succeed in helping to bring down the level o
persona and corporate income taxes in this country and
will facilitate sustained growth and export led growth, will
dlow us to have a more caring and just society and it isin
that context that | commend these amendments to
Parliament.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: | beg to second that, Sir.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: | was intrigued by the
presentation of the Honourable Member for S. Peter. The
Honourable Members on my side have been a bit
concerned that his colleagues have not rushed to applaud
that presentation and they would be reluctant to applaud it,
because there are some Members on that side just short of
violently opposed the tax reforms which we undertook in
1992. So to have heard today that these tax reformsdid not
increase the revenue yield...

Aside.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Thereis no evidence of
that. It was aways intended to be revenue neutra and, in
fact, | will go a step further. The Honourable Member for
St. Peter can watch the timely interventionsof a Senator in
the Other Place who was the economic adviser in
restraining someaf the recommendations which were made
because his assessment was that the revenue yield would
have been higher and the impact would have been sharper
than we had intended together with the hard work of the
officids o the Inland Revenue Department through the
Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner who is now the
Commissioner, al of whom work beybnd the call of duty
in seeking to explain the reforms to the public. We had a
very difficult time in explaining those reforms. The
Government sought to say that the reforms were written by
some men in an IMF office. Now that the Honourable
Member for St. Peter has a chance to see the files, he will
¢ the voluminous contributions which | made and which
the then Minister of Finance made to the final decisions,
particularly on issues such as thefina withholding tax and
others. So | fed entirdy vindicated and | make this
postion for the benefit of the Honourable Member for
Christ Church South who is not in his sest now but whois
the mogt divisive critic of the 1992 tax reform and who
without the benefit of any knowledge whatsoever stood up
in this Chamber on severa occasions and on hindsight he
is the one who should be joining this debate to apologize
for the reckless stances which were taken by him in
opposing reforms which the Prime Minister has now
indicated were in fact desirable and which in fact did not
create the hardship. | am glad the Honourable Member has
returned because | do not like to talk behind people's back.
You know me. | know he was listening so | know he
knows exactly what | am going to say now. There was no
recklessness. There was a genuine attempt a tax
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reform and to have removed dl of those alowanceswhich
the Honourable Member for Christ Church South said had
brought such fairness and equity and this land o

opportunity...

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on a
point of order. The Member for St. John is at the risk o
misrepresenting what | have said. | am very careful, Sir, to
say that the 1992 Tax Reform Programme was intended to
be revenue neutral, namdy that the new system of taxes
was intended to yield the same amount of revenue as the
one it replaced. It has not done so, Sir, but | did not go on
to say about its desirability. | just stated the facts and for
him to put words in my mouth that | did not mysdf issue,
Sir, is mideading the House.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Well, Mr. Speaker, Sir, |
suppose you can wiggle out o any podtion. The
Honourable Member has made it clear that the reforms
were not revenue neutral but they in fact yidded less
revenue which means that the tax burden on Barbadians
was substantially reduced as a result of those measures.
Now that is something that even the Honourable Member
for Christ Church South would have to now agree with
becauseit has come from the Prime Minister and not from
me but we tried, Mr. Speaker. That isdl | can say. In the
interest of Barbadians we tried, and notwithstanding the
criticisms on the streets, the criticismsin here and the wild
distortions, the Democratic Labour Party grabbed the bull
by the horns and made the substantial reforms which were
necessary. Therefore, | appreciate the commentswhich the
Honourable Member has made, because it does create an
opportunity for him to review again, in view of that
shortfall, what he is going to do. But he is now recording
aurpluses and therefore the Honourable Member for S
Peter is not facing any mgjor financid crisis such as to
warrant any increasein the burden of taxation. We read his
message loud and clear, that Barbadians can expect not
more taxation but more relief as he continues to implement
the policies of his party, but that wha he is essentialy
saying, and it isawise point, is that the way was paved for
him by the enlightened tax reforms of 1992 which reduced
the tax burden on Barbadians and which have therefore
madeit appear in the out turn that it is his policieswhen in
fact he admits quite fredy it is the policies of the
Democratic Labour Party. | an glad the Honourable
Member made that point, because| think - in terms o this
kind of thing - the figures are there. Although there have
been times when there has been great debate, in hindsight
the facts are there and you can assess the impact of the
adjustments as they have occurred.

3.35 p.m.

What, however, needs to be considered in rdation to
this debate d 0, is that the Government has taken on board

the very wise suggestionsaf the Opposition, particularly in
thelast budget, relative to how the tax on dividends should
beexigible. | support the abandonment of the policy which
the Minister announced on the last occasion, and 1 said 0
in thelast budget, becausel fed that in the fledgling stages
of the blanket tax on dividends we should see how it
functions before we make those changes. But the
HonourableMember will find the Democratic Labour Party
very supportive of a concept of quid pro quo. If you get
tax concessions, if you get benefits targetted a you, then
we watt to see the commensurate attempts by those
persons who benefit to work within the socia partnership.

| never supported theall owances which existed before
for new shares and so on, because those alowances were
not having the impact. Every now and again | hear the
Honourable Member for Christ Church South, every time
somebody talksabout employing stock option programmes,
acting as if it was having some impact. Those dlowances
were achieving nothing, because they were not inspiring
people to undertake new employee sock option
programmes in Barbados. If not, let me hear when they
were undertaken and with which companies. The
dlowancesin relation to shares of public companiesand 0
on were not inspiring or creating incentivesfor people to
convert privately owned companies which are not listed on
the stock market or issuing a prospectus for the public to
participate in the raising of capital. They were not having
that effect, and it is no point peoplefooling us and living
in a time capsule and believing that those initiatives were
having that effect when they were not. The Democratic
Labour Party, therefore, cleaned the date and it was for
whoever succeeded us as a Government to determine what
concessions, targetted at what groups, would be undertaken
in Barbados, and the Right Honourable Member for S.
Peter has given us an indication o what his disposition is.
| do not agree, necessarily, and 1 am going to say why
when we get to the home dlowance and so on, but what |
am saying is that the debriswas cleared away, the Minister
o Finance who succeeded was able to see the wood from
the trees and the opportunity is there for creative tax
reform. He cannot deny that, nor can the Honourable
Member for Christ Church South, on that point. | hed to
clear the record as well on those points.

Even with those alowances abolished, | think it has
created many opportunities which may not have been
readily apparent at thetime. Let me however say that | am
very, vary disturbed and | have to lay the blamea the feet
o the Prime Minigter, even though heis not an attorney-at-
law - it should probably belaid at the other personsin his
Cabinet, and | do not seek to pesk about their competence
in any area, because | do not shadow their Minismes- but
if 1 were to shadow the Minigtry o the Attorney Genera
| would want to know how it is that matters relating to the
Minigry of Finance can be relegated to the back




3025

burner. We had a budget since last April in this country
and the legidation relative to that budget is now, on May
7, 1996, being findly introduced, not because of those
major policy adjustments which the Minister has suggested,
because thelncome Tax (Amendment) Bill has been on the
Order Paper since January and by and large reflected most
of those policy adjusments. The Betting and Gaming
Duties Bill, the Minigter told the House that he had referred
it back for more thorough-going amendments. These are
not substantial pieces of legidation. We have had former
Attorneys Generd in this House who have been pilloried
and criticised heavily by the Honourable Member for St.
Thomeas for being dilatory and shoddy in the legidation
which they bring before this House. | am going to show
how this particular pieceis an exceedingly shoddy piecedf
legal drafting which should have derived the benefits of
sober, professional analysisby the severa atorneysin the
Cabinet.

Aside.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Sober, not as distinctfrom
drunk, | mean sober in the context of reflective and
restrainedanalysis, ingead of havingto rush to bringal o
thislegidation which | an certain the Minigter of Finance
has not even had time to study with the leisure with which
he should be entitled to study them. | am criticising the
Honourable Member for St. Thomasand his colleagues, al
of these attorneys, a Cabinet full of attorneys. If the
Honourable Member for St. George South were in that
Cabinet, the legidation would have been here months after

the budget.

But it isavery serious matter, becausewe get in here
and talk about efficiency in the public sector and | believe
that matters relative to the budget and the Ministry o
Finance, if we are to have prudent planning by accountants
and other professionals in the private sector and
individuas, thiskind of legidation should begiven priority.
Even if the Prime Minister cannot say so himsdf, | am
saying it on behdf of the Membersd this House and on
his behaf so that the attention will be given to the Ministry
o Finance that it deservesin this matter.

We had t ax reform, Mr. Speaker,in 1992. | cameinto
the Minidry in March. By June we had draft legidation out
and in no time at dll, dl o the amendments were before
the House, some time in July — July 7, | think it was— so
between March, 1992 when | entered the Ministry o
Finance and June, the reforms were agreed on, the
consultations undertaken and the legidation passed in this
Chamber, and nov you have a few little minor
amendments, which could not require any great level o
legd drafting, taking in excess of a year to be brought
before this Chamber. The Honourable Member for St.
Thomas owes an explanation to this Chamber. He may

have a good one but | want to hear it. | want the
explanation. Somebody has to bedealt with for thiskind of
indifference.

345 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, let me get to the specifics d the
legidation because there are some very important aspects
of it which need to be considered. | will get to the point
and this time | will refer to the Act unlike you who just
referred to the genera principleswhich were extinct since
the 1930s. | will ded with modem day tax law, tax
planning, tax analysis. My brain has not ossfied. It is
working on behdf of the people. | want to compare clause
5 of this Bill Mr. Speaker with the clause which relates to
the house alowance.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in relation to Clause5, the owner o
the commercia property can clam as a deduction an
alowance of an amount up to a maximum of $3 500 for
each commercid building. | assume that means that the
owner has to produce recei pts or some other documentation
to show that they might have undertaken that expenditure.
Now when we come to the home allowance, this is where
my principal concern comes. The Miniger in his Budget
made it clear that this is a home dlowance. If | were to
interpret whet he said in the Budget and to interpret this
section correctly as long as you have a mortgage in
Barbados even if you are only paying a dollar a year in
mortgageinterest you are going to be entitled to claim the
full benefit of the $3 500 the way this is worded. Because

it sys

"In calculating the taxableincome for an income year
of an individua who owns and wholly occupies
residentia property there shal be deducted from the
assessable incomedf  that individual the amount of
$3 500.”

It didn't say up to or a maximum of. That person oncethey
pay mortgage interests- there needsto be a changein this.
It says"'repairs’. | think it means house repairs. Clause 9

".renovations, energy saving or water saving
devices."

The problem with that would be if thisis the way it
isdrafted that if | undertakeadollar in houserepairs| can
then claim the full $3 500. That needs to be looked a and
persons | assume have to show evidence that they have
undertaken some of these things. If not, it would defeat the
whole purpose and the Honourable Member for St. George
South made a greet plea in the last Budget for dl o the
atisans in St. George South. They should be getting jobs.
If it is not necessary for a person who has mortgage
interest even to undertake repairs we will not create a
sngle job the way that this section is presently drafted
becauise a person only has to have a mortgage and they get
the $3 500. All o those artisans..
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Aside.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: | am reading from the Bill
which you made available, May 3. Dont read the
commercial one. Go to Clause 9. | only read the
commercia one to show the difference.

The other point that | want to makeis that it would
have made sense had the Minister of Finance broken down
the home alowance. He calls it a home alowance but a
person who has a mortgage and who pays $3 500 in
interest is not going to undertake repairs even if you put in
up to a maximum of $3 500. When I have done paying nry
mortgage interest there is no point undertaking repairs
because | cannot clam any further alowance. Wheress if
you brokeit down and gave an initial $1 000 for mortgage
interest, $1 000 for house repairs and $1 000 for energy
saving devices..

Aside.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: | am just suggesting to
you as | said that a person like me who has a mortgagein
which my mortgage interest is more then $3 500 | would
not bother. It would not be an incentive for me to
undertake house repairs or put in the water saving device.
| an only pointing out thisto you because you would have
to increase it pretty substantially to get the benefitsdf the
house repairs particularly in that category of Barbadians
like you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. | know you are paying more
than $3 000. Y ou would probably pay more than $7 000 in
mortgage interests. So even if you added a $7 000 you
would have to get it beyond that.

The way this is worded any person who hes a
mortgage in Barbados goes into a $15 500 tax Specia
category automatically.l am only going based on what the
Government saysiis its intention from the reintroduction of
these not whether 1 agree with them or not because if |
were to target the people who should most benefit from tax
reform in Barbados now | would be looking to target other
groups in the society. | do not believe that this is
necessarily the way that we should be going coming out of
1992 but that is a policy decision of the Government but |
am only pointing the pitfalls from the way in which this
legidation is worded.

| don't entirely blame the draftsmen because the way
it was expressed in the Budget too, squares with thisso |
think you need to be sure what the intention is. 1 still
believe that there should be an incentive to the person to
undertake some of these activities and the only way you
can do that is if they have to produce receiptsfor those
things.

Thesecond concern which | have Mr. Speaker, relates
to the question of the tax credit in respect of foreign

—— — ]
currency income for the year 1996 and onwards. I cannot
comment on what the policy was for the period leading up
to 1996 but | understood from what the Honourable
Member for St. Peter said and | am certain the Honourable
Member for & Michad South Central can augment it, that
this policy wasto assist persons who had launched into the
offshore sector in recovering some of their promotion. So
| accept that. Now, let us look at '96 and onwards. The
Honourable Member for St. Peter has extended the range
of activitiesfor which this benefit will apply.

Mr. Speaker, as| understand there was no limit to the
kind of professond activity to which the concession up to
1996 applied. So it has been expanded. The only question
that | want to ask in relation to thisis how do you answver
the valid comment that a beach vendor in the tourism
sector or a water sports operator or some person providing
a service in the tourism sector makes to you about the
earning of foreign exchange because every time you tak
and you hear it on the radio constantly on the cdl-in
programme the people who function in the tourism sector
they are very consciousthat they make a contribution too
to theearning of foreign exchangein Barbados. They make
comparisonsbetween their contribution and the people who
are earning the big sdaries a the BTA etc. But that is not
the comparison we are making today.

The comparison we are making is that some of them
earn foreign exchangefor Barbados. What is the difference
between them and it is something that the social engineers
and the Rt. Honourable Member for St. Peter hasto explain
to me and persons involved in architecture, construction
engineering management consultancy, technical
administrative services, condruction projects, consultancy
public accountancy administrative services, legd trustsand
corporate secretarial services, entertainment, medical and
dental services, cultural services and sports? Are they
included in this? This a question. Many of these people
may not meet the income threshold. Many may not havean
accountant to advise them on how to go through the very
difficult and onerouscalculation of this but what isit about
thislegidation if anything that inspiresthem or providesan
incentive for them as well, the average man, the poor man,
the man who is contributing to the earning of foreign
exchange in Barbados? | only want to ask the Honourable
Member for St. Peter that because he says that issues of
equity and so on are substantial in his consideration.

355 p.m.

Now, | do not think there was anything else
dgnificant in relation to this legidation that we needed to
comment on. There was the question of sdlf insurance. Mr.
Speaker, 1am glad that the Government in that regard aso
took the Oppostion's point that one could not have
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brought legidation to this House refemng to an Act that
was not yet passed because that was a concern we had. It
would have, in essence, prejudged what the position of the
joint committee would have been in reation to the
Insurance Bill so that those amendments are desirable.

| do not want to dea in any substance with tax
reform asawhole on thisoccasion. A Budget iscoming up
shortly and the Democratic Labour Party will put its
position on that issue when | believe the Honourable
Member for St. Peter carries aut a more thorough going
analyss. It is clear that there will need to be more tax
reform in Barbados to buttressthefinancial reforms, or the
reform of the capital marketsin Barbadosas aresult of the
coming Budget. Therefore, one expects to see a credtive
effort made by the Ministry of Financeand the Miniter of
Financein coming up with the kinds of concessions which
will encourage people to do precisely what the Prime
Minister says he wants them to do, and that is, save and
invest. | hope that the further reforms which we see
coming forward will reflect that focus.

Let me go on to the last point. | did not get the
opportunity on the last occasion to discuss it. The
Democratic Labour Party is not going to be confused by
persons who struggle on the periphery of illiteracy. | am
going to come as close to the Honourable Member's
quotation as| can relativeto the people who writein letters

to the newspaper every day.
Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please, please. Could we hear the
Honourable Member?

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Let us put it the other
way - the periphery of literacy, writing letters every day to
the newspaper trying to join the Democretic Labour Party
in some debate on the VAT. Let me disabuse their minds
of thisclearly, and | will do it again shortly.

The Honourable Member for St. Peter, the Right
Honourable Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, is not
introducing a VAT in Barbados because | |€ft it there for
him to introduceit. The Honourable Member isintroducing
it because he fundamentaly believes and supports the
concept of aVAT. Hedoes not need my help. He does not
need the help of Senator Mascoll. He does not need the
help of anybody on thissidein introducinga VAT, so what
my view isin relation to a VAT isentirely irrelevant.

Mr. Speaker, in 1976 the Barbados Labour Party
came to office and found a sales tax in place. It was not
about to beintroduced. The Honourable Member for Christ
Church South was one of the Membersof that Government
when they came and found a salestax implemented and

they abolished it. Thereis absolutely no reason why if the
Barbados Labour Party does not agree with a VAT it
cannot abandon the arrangementsfor it. It does not need to
tie dong the Democratic Labour Party. It does not need to
tie along the National Democratic Party. All this letter
writing in the newspaper trying to suggest thet the
Democratic Labour Party has opposed a VAT, the
Democratic Labour Party wasin favour of the introduction
of a VAT. There were some very preliminary issues that
we settled. The legidation was not complete. There were
awhole range of things that were incomplete.

If the Honourable Member for St. Peter completes
them and we do not agree with what he does, we are
entitled to expressour views and we are going to express
our views regardiess of the intellectua impotence or the
editorial writer at the™ Advocate,”" regardiessdf the puerile
commentary, as| say by theletter writersin the newspaper,
and now we have™'Lick Mout Lou™ hovering and believing
what she reads and believing the letter writers.

Aside.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: If you write |etters to the
paper every day you may believe that letter writing is the
greatest form of intellectual stimulation you can engage in
0 when you read other letters your intellect is judged as
againgt other letter writers so if other letter writers say
things you start to believe them.

Now, Mr. Speaker, as | have said, we are not going
to stand in the way of theintroduction of a VAT. It is part
of thetax reform programme but those aspects of it with
which we do not agree we will be saying so.

If it is the same as what we have and economic
circumstances have aso changed, such as to make that
aspect of it irrelevant, redundant or unnecessary, then we
will have to say so because just as the changesin the direct
tax have shown a revenue yied which is less which have
implications for the tax planning in that area, then if
economic circumstancesand the bottom line figures show
adifferent yield, or a shift in consumption, or some other
unforeseen or recent development, then it means that the
Honourable Member has to make his adjustments. How he
makes them is a matter for him and his advisorsand is a
matter which, at the end of the day, we fed entitled to
comment on.

We launched a seminar seriesand the purpose wes to
discuss how a VAT would impact on citizens. That is what
the exercise was about. We thought it would be a good
idea to have some people who opposed the VAT to give
comments. That does not mean the Democratic Labour
Party opposes it. What it means is that we want to give
vent to both sides so that the public can make a sound,
sane and sober judgment on the issue.
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Mr. Speaker, | do not think these amendments are
anything substantial. Many of them reflect changes which
the Democratic Labour Party had introduced. In relation to
drafting | want to repeat that some of the clausesare not as
tightly drafted as they should be. The Honourable Member
for St. Thomas is going to have to deal with those persons
who are responsiblefor that to ensure that what is brought
to this Chamber is consistent with whet is desirable and
what relates to the policy, if the policy is clear enough
enunciated. As | say, the way some of those clauses are
drafted needs some attention. | think the Honourable
Member for St. Thomas understands the point | am
making. If we could have that redrafted the effect of them
would need to be seen over time.

With those few words, Sir, we are not going to
oppose this piece of legidation. We have aready sad we
are very darmed that the other pieces of legidation have
been brought down a short notice and thrust upon
members of the Opposition for debate, and very important
and dgnificant reforms which the Government is
undertaking. We should have alonger lead-up time to see
what the policy shifts are and discuss them with interest
groups and so on. We need to have an earlier opportunity
to discussiit.

Do not let the interest groups confuse you. They are
not to lead. The purpose o interest groups is to discussit
with them. If you get bogged down with interest groups
you will never get legidation in here because they think
they are legidators and they are not. Those people in the
interest groups are to discuss policy implications and what
we do is send legidation to them and expect them to
redraft it but that is not what they should be doing and |
certainly never expected that from them. They should say,
thisis the policy perspective, we agreeor disagree with it,
but do not get beholden to those interest groups because
they will be pushing and pulling the Govemment all over
the place and if possble pulling and pushing the
Opposition and everybody el sein this Chamber, including
you, Mr. Speaker, if you are not careful.

405 p.m.

So thank you for giving me this opportunity to say
that these reforms will be.discussed more fully by us
during the time of the presentation o the Financid
Statement and Budgetary Proposdls.

Dr. R C. HAYNES Mr. Spesker, the Honourable
Member for St. Peter spoke for some time, much of it in
an agpologetic tone but the principal apology which he
wished to make or which he should have made was the
apology to this Honourable House for bringing legidation
over one year, it is now one year past ...

Aside.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES Yes, his last Budget was
introduced in April. This is May, more than a year has
passed and 5 monthsafter theend of thelast financial year,
not the Government's financial year, the last tax year, and
there should have been an agpology to this Honourable
House because | cannot remember any Stuation in the past
where this has ever happened, where another fisca year
has come upon us in this House ....

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: On a point of order, Mr.
Speaker, the Member is mid eading the House. Sir, we have
had situationsin thisHouse, Sir, where measureshave been
announced and the legidation has never ever been brought
or has been brought years after so what he is saying, Sir,
is mideading. Mr. Speaker, Sir, the provisons in this
legidation are to take effect from the Income Year 19%
and for that reason therefore, Sir, a ridiculouscriticism has
been raised.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: Mr. Speaker, | understand the
difficulty. | have just said | cannot remember any timein
this Honourable House when the mgority, when al the
substantive legidation introduced in a Budget was brought
to Parliament in the following fiscal year. Thisis a record
and | believe this House should have had the benefit of
some kind of apology and | am asking the Honourable
Member to correct that omission when he speaks again.

Now, Sir, | understand fully well why Honourable
Members on that side do not concern themselves about
thesethings. | recall this House was in the grips of a mgor
congtitutional debate over delays in financid legidation
sometime in the 1960s when for 13 years the Barbados
Labour Party had not brought Fina Appropriation Bills to
this Honourable House and they all had to be passed one
time. For the entireduration of the Barbados L abour Party
adminisgtration in those days they did not bring a Find
Appropriation Bill as required by the Condtitution, but |
understand these lapses.

This House will aso recdl that | hed to reduce the
period from one year to 4 months because of abuses of the
Provisiona Collection of Taxes Act by the Barbados
Labour Paty in the past. So what we are seeing here
follows a particular pattern but | think that in this modem
and enlightened time an apology would have been in order
and | am quite sure that we al look forward to such an
apology when the Honourable Member has the opportunity

to speak, Sir.

We have been told that the genera trend of these
measures here relate to a tax reduction, not any tax
increases. We have adso heard that it is the policy o the
Government to reduce the rates of taxes on the community
as a whole in the expectation that you will get increased
revenue yield as a consegquence of economic activity.
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| am very glad to hear you articulate that because it
is something that | fundamentally believe in. We have a
situation in Barbados where over the past 30 years
whenever any areaof economic activity has been identified
as worthy of expansion the very first thing that we do in
this Honourable House is to reduce the burden of taxation
on those particular entities. This has been the pattern over
the years. The net result is that we have a tax system in
Barbados where there are very high taxes on some sectors
of the economy, on largely the domestic population and
there are widespread significant tax concessions in other
areas of the economy and other groups of people in
Barbados.

| am agreat believer. | havelooked around the world
for many years and | have never seen or heard any
economic thedis that says that increased taxation leads to
increased economic growth. There are many, many tax
theories which indicate that over taxation inhibitseconomic
expansion and there can be no doubt whatsoever. If you
taketheleve of taxation in Barbadosand you compare that
with the Gross Domestic Product of this country thereis no
question that Barbadosisone of the highest taxed placesin
theworld. It is not only oneof the highest taxed places but
when you teke into consideration the fact that we have
within that structureextensive tax concessionsit meansthat
there are people and there are situationsiin this country that
are very much over taxed. It isafact that we haveto face.

| have heard the Honourable Member when he sat on
the Opposition Benches, when | sat over here in the past,
he articulated that view that the country wasover taxed and
it isafact and we cannot continue year after year granting
more and more concessions, here, there and everywhere
and in the long run some other sectors of the economy
have to pick up the dack for those concessions if the
Government is going to get its revenue.

| have no doubt that there is a case now, there has
been a case for along time, for a substantial reduction in
the level of direct taxation in Barbados. | have no doubt
that the HonourableMember for St. Peter will beaiming to
achieve the kinds of levels that | have achieved. If he
wants to achieveit dowly that is his problem. If | want to
achieveit moredramaticaly in order to createa climate of
more rapid economic growth then that is my problem. |
think the fundamentd thing is that there is a genera
agreement that Barbados has too high a levdl of taxation
and because of the way we have granted these concessions
over the years, we have a mgjor problem with the base of
taxes in Barbados as well.

Theseare the issues that need to be dedt with. These
are the issues that need to be corrected and | have made it
quite clear that our position on thingslike the VAT would
depend on the rates, because we see it as another form of
indirect tax and so on. | believe that the challenge before

us herein Barbadosisto get someform of indirect taxation
that contributesto most of the revenuein Barbados but has
some element of progressivity in it. By progressivity, that
can be achieved in severa ways. It might be achieved by
selective exemptions, by selective lower rates for
pensioners and target groups and so on. Thisisa principle
that | am trying to enunciate. We want to get a broad based
indirect tax system and the challenge to Barbadosis to sse
whether or not we can introduce some element of
progressivity in broad terms which are not in the direct tax
system and that will be the principa base of mitigating
mechanisms or whatever it is. But the mitigating
mechanisms would result in some degree of progressivity
and that is what | think that Barbados needs and a
consequential reduction in indirect taxation and a broader
base. | have no problem with that. The reason for that is
that those indirect tax yields would relate more accurately
to the levels of economic activity. They will go up with
economic activity as economic activity expands far more
readily than with income tax whereal you haveto doisto
go and increase the tax rate one year and get more revenue
and depress the economy. Anyhow, these are serious
meatters that | am trying to raisein this House. Thisis no
different from the philosophy that | held for many years
since 1986. It is the same philosophy. It is as Smple as
that. So that is the podtion but | know this. | know that
unless there is a mgor down turn in the economy the
Honourable Member for St. Peter will be making $15 000
tax freelook like chicken feed. You watch it before the
next dection. You watch it. You mark my words. Already
the way how thislaw isworded here, the $3500 has eased
up to $16 500. He is cregping up there and he is going to
go further. You mark my word. You mak my word that
they are the pronouncements of people who do not
understand the dynamics of taxation and who do not
understand the Honourable Member for St. Peter. You see
alot of peopledo not understand how he talks. | heard him
use a term here this morning that none of you would
understand, not one of you. When he said, ** Some would
sy that by 1987-88 there would have been a one time
stock adjustment.” Not a single one of you understands
what he means by that. He said that. Do you know what he
issaying? That if the 1986 measures were left in place, it
would have been a one time sock adjustment and
everything would have been dl right after that. Do you
hear what | tell you? That iswhat heis saying. Not one of
you undergtands that and the Honourable Member for S
Michael North does not even understand what the Minister
of Finance just said and you start with that propaganda
foolishness. But when he is spesking economics, Mr.
Speaker, he speaks in economic terms and you have to
distinguish between when he is speaking as an economist
and when heis taking politics to midead the other side.
Two different thingd So in one speech...

4.15 p.m.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: On a point of order, Sir.
The Honourable Member is imputing to me very
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improper motives because it is contrary to the rulesof the
Housethat | would seek to midead Membersof the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: Will
withdraw that?

the Honourable Member

Rt. Hon. 0. S. ARTHUR: Yes, tha mugs be
withdrawn, Sir.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: | withdraw, Sir. He spegks in
such a way that | would understand what he is saying but
might lead others to be mided. | am quite clear. We are
one on that and that is why | have kept saying that | an
not going to get into this debate with the internationa
financia ingtitutions until 1997, because | think that by
1997 we want to know where his true colours lie in
relation to tax policy in Barbados.

Aside.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: All right. You hold on. We will
deal with certain things later on. These things cannot fool
me. The other problem that we havein Barbadosisa mgor
problem of tax collection as we dl know. That is a mgor
problem and that is why an indirect tax system isin some
ways afairer system provided it has some progressivity in
it because it captures everybody once they spend money.
That is why the issue is not whether one supports VAT or
not. It depends on how the VAT is brought in that we
determine how we stand on this matter.

Now the question, Sir, of the net foreign exchange
credit ...

Mr. SPEAKER: Honourable Members, please.
Somebody has to listen.

Dr. R C. HAYNES The Honourable Member
informed the House that what happened in 1986 created al
kinds o problemsin terms of the amount of money...

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: On a point of order, Sir. |
never said anything of thekind. | never said it created any
kinds o problems, Sir. At no stage did | choose any such
remarks in my address and | want those remarks to be
withdrawn from the record.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: | withdraw those remarks, Sir.
What he sad was that the way in which the foreign
exchange credit was organized in the legidation of 1986
created a Situation where companies will end up paying no
income tax at dl and that because of the confusion it has
taken 10 years to ded with the matter. Okay. That was one
aspect o it plusthere are other thingsthat we are dl aware
of. There were other problems. Okay, good. But | would

like to inform this Honourable House formdly on this
occasion, Sir, that it was the Honourable Member for S.
Peter then a Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry o
Finance who devised those measuresin 1985-86, that those
measures were introduced by the Honourable Member for
Christ Church South in his Budget in 1986, and that out o
regard for the arguments put to this Honourable House by
the Honourable Member for S. Peter and the Honourable
Member for Christ Church South, | retained every single
one of them in my Budget without changing them.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: On a point of eucidation,
Sir. If the Member for St. Michad South Central wantsto
dam credit for having help to create a $150 million
foreign exchange earning industry as aresult of supporting
enlightened policies, Sir, heis entitled to share part of the
credit.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: Hesaid 1986, Sir. | just want to
make sure that everybody understood very clearly tha he
had ahand in it, the HonourableMember for Christ Church
South hed ahand in it and | had a hand in it. All right, we
dl had a hand in it. So what is being corrected today, Sir,
| sincerely hope that this new formula will be satisfactory
and that we will be able to move on from there.

4.25 p.m.

Now the area of group taxation relief. | am not too
sure about that. Thisisa matter that various companiesin
Barbados have been campaigning for over the past 20
years. There is no Minister of Finance who has not been
presiding or had to face lobbies to get this particular
measure in place. One recognises that dl sorts o
accountingdevices, all kinds of amalgamations,dl kinds of
drategies have been used by companies to try to achieve
the effect which this legidation will provide in some
measure. This is the kind of legidation, the wordiness of
which would only be seen as a result of its operations. The
impact that this will have on Government revenue no one
can foresee. Whether or not it is going to be abused, and
how expensive will be the abuse, no one can foresee. All
| can say that it isarisky businessthat has to be monitored
vey closely, becausel seesignificant opportunitiesherefor
abuse.

The next item | want to deal with, Sir, is the issue of
these home allowances.

Aside.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: Itisobvious. If you are going to
dlow a subgdiary to write off al its losses againg a
profitable part of the company, then you know what can
happen. | don't think | need to spell that out. It will be
entirely up to the Right Honourable Member for St. Peter
and the Minigtry of Finance to make sure that this is not
abused.
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TheHonourable Member a so made the statement that
up to 1986 you could only deduct $12 000 in mortgage
interest allowance. That is the kind of statement, Sir, that
is true and not true at the same time, because before the
early 1980s, going back to time immemoria in Barbados,
it was possible to deduct al| of your mortgageinterest. The
limitation on mortgage interest was brought in early in the
1980s, and it was brought in at the same time as the Gross
Rental VValue on the house was abolished, where there was
someimputation of incomein relaion to living in a house.
That is the truth of the matter. | have no difficulty. | will
never limit mortgage interest deductibility for the smple
reason that to qudify for a mortgage a man cannot get a
mortgagethat islarger than he can afford. Nobody is going
to give him the mortgage, it is based on hisincome. There
are not many people who could abuse that, to start off
with, because he cannot get the mortgage. That is the first
point. The second point is that the companies who are
giving the mortgages make profits and pay taxes on their
profits. What it does do is to gimulate building,
congtruction,and out of that Government gets substantially
more revenue, so there is no big thing in Barbados, as far
as | an concerned, whether there is a limit to mortgage
interest or not. | think the important thing is to get people
quaifying for mortgages so they can build homes, create
economic activity. The Government makes the money out
o congtruction, they get the money out of the mortgage
companiesfrom the taxes they pay them, so in thelong run
Government has lost nothing. As a matter of fact, jobs are
created and Government standsto gain in the long run, so
it is kind of short-sighted to look & mortgage interest
deductions in that way.

When a man (or woman) is building a house, he
probably is paying more taxesin that year out of building
that house than he would pay in an entire lifetime. When
you get the stamp duties, consumption taxes, import duties
and ! kinds of thingsin those materials, you will find that
he is paying more taxes in tha year than in his entire
lifetimeas a result of building a home.

On the question of a home allowance, al they have
doneis to cull from the Manifesto of the NDP. We call it
a homestead dlowance, they call it a home dlowance. A
homestead allowance is something that is well known in
internationa tax policies. They have taken off the " stead"
and cdled it a home alowanceand said it is their policy.
That is exactly what is happening here. The Honourable
Member for & Michael West Central is the man who took
that concept into the BarbadosLabour Party from the NDP,
| an reliably informed.

Now, Sir, the concept of a tax benefit for home
improvements was never part of the tax system o
Barbados. If you want to clam anything that you are
introducing as new, it is the concept o a home
improvement as being part of the tax system of Barbados.

The Honourable Member for Christ Church South can tell
you that the big problem you had with taxes in relation to
the home in Barbados was what constituted repairs and
what congtituted improvements. That has aways been an
issue. Improvements were not alowed, repairs were
dlowed, and it is very difficult for the tax people to make
the digtinction. That is the one thing new you are
introducing and you do not know you are introducing
something new, so | am informing you now that thisisthe
one new thing you are in fact introducing into the tax
system. That is afact. | have the history of these things, |
can get up and | can analyse them, because | have been
following thesefor donkey's years, so you cannot fool me.

Repairs have been dlowed in the past and repairsisa very

important factor in job generation in communities.

| don't think | need to deal with these matters any
further. All I am sayingisthat | want to see the tax burden
on households substantidly reduced, whether you want to
do it by increasing back to $15 000 or beyond, or if you
are too ashamed to do that do it through the back hand way
and increase the household alowance. Itisal going to add
up to the same thing. At the moment, instead of $15 000
people are getting $16 500 tax free. Whatever way you
want to do it, you can do it. It does not matter to me,
because dl | want to see in Barbados is that every
Barbadian has enough income to meet his basic needs.
Once we have a tax threshold that dlows for that, | an

perfectly happy thereafter.

Thequestion of taxation on dividends. Onceagain we
have seen the Right Honourable Member for St. Peter do
a complete about turn. He says one thing in his budget,
then of course his office isinundated with calls. "How can
you do this?' ""How can you reverseand take money out of
the pockets of the rich?" How can you tax rich people. It
is double taxation, they say. So he comesin here at budget
time when he is speaking to the entire country and says he
is taxing dividends as though it was any other income and
then 13 months later a complete somersault applying only
as a holding tax of 12.5%. | wish my good friends and
supporters and the people who are elected to this
Parliament, the minibusdrivers and those fellows have the
samededl, if they could have got somekind of somersaullt.
4.35 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member has 2
minutes.

Certain remarks made by the Honourable Member for
St. Michad South Central were ordered expunged from the
record by Mr. Speaker.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: Sir that is impossble. Mr.
Spesker, | an just beginning to bat. You know, Sir, if the
Honourable Member is telling the truth | am charging
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that the IDB is scanddoudy mideading the people of
Barbados. | do not have time to go into the contents but |
believe that the Press would have been midead by a
document which saysLoan No. 900/0C/BA Resolution BE-
56-95, Loan Contract between Government of Barbados
and the Inter...

Mr. SPEAKER: A om what are you reading?

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: | am not reading, Sir. Loan
Contract between the Government of Barbados and the
Inter-American Development Bank Investment Sector
Reform Programme, January 1996 and they would have
gonefurther and forged the signature of the Rt. Honourable
Owen S. Arthur, Prime Minister and Minister of Finance
and Economic Affairs.

The problem | have Sir, | dont want to charge the
IDB with doing those wicked things but al | can say is
that what | saw in the newspaper does not differ very
substantially from what | am seeing.

Mr. SPEAKER: Would the Honourable Member like
to make a point of elucidation?

Dr. R. C. HAYNES. ... the genera thrust of what is
in the newspaper...

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Spesker, | was very
clear in the fabricationsto which | drew referencein the
newspapersof today because the newspapersof today made
reference to certain things as a matter of fact that are not
true. It isin the Nation and | will refer to it again when |
wind up.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES It would appear to me that the
Press, from what he has said, may have interpreted some

o the technica language involved in the matter but what

| am saying is that the generd substance and the generd
thrust of what is in the newspapers - | am not talking
about the minutiae which requires experts to analyse- do
not seem to me to be substantidly different.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Sir Harold &. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | had no
intention of speaking in this debate but...

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, the
Honourable Member has clearly indicated that if he speaks
on this matter he will be under pressureand | fed that it is
our duty that we should relieve him o any difficulty. The
Honourable Member says that he had no intention to spesk
on the matter.

Hon. Sir HAROLD St. JOHN: ... Sir, fortunately there
is no judtificationat al having regard to the nature of these

amendmentswhich were clearly set out in the Budget and
which were the subject of a groat debate during budget
time. | wes unfortunately drawn into this debate hy the
HonourableMember for St. John. The Honourable Member
said that he would like to hear me now that the Prime
Minister has indicated that the tax reform measures
introduced by the Democratic Labour Party have had the
effect of reducing taxation. | want to say tothe Honourable
Member that what | said at the timein the Budget was that
Barbadoswas serioudy overtaxed and in particular that the
tax reform measures had had a particularly debilitating
effect upon the productive sector in Barbados and thet if
the Honourable Member wished to stimulatet he economy
and improve the productive sector his tax reform measures
paticularly in relaion to the impact on the productive
sector would have to be changed.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: The Honourable Member
is mideading the House | was paying no attention to what
the Honourable Member said about the productive sectors
| was talking about the debate in July 1992 on the direct
tax reform. | am nothing to do with what the Honourable
Member says since 1994 because he got a new lease on Life
and that is something different. | am talking about what he
said before that.

Hon. Sr HAROLD St. JOHN: | amstill on my point,
Sir. My point has dways been that the Honourable Member
was a member of a political party that had the distinction
of substantidly increasing the tax take on people in
Barbadosover the course of thelast Administration. | have
dways maintained that and | continue to maintain that the
Honourable Member's party...

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: On a point of order. | was
referring to the period when 1 was the Minister of Finance
of Barbadosand/or the Minister of State in the Ministry of
Finance. | was not refemng to any period previous to that
and | am therefore dedling only with the tax reform o
which | hed a part. The Honourable Member for . Peter
should give some tutelage to the Honourable Member for
Chrigt Church South on this point.

Hon. Sir HAROLD &. JOHN: Sir, | know that the
Honourable Member would wish to disassociate himsdf
from the former Minister of Finance during the time when
he was Minister of Finance. But | repeat the tax reform
measures introduced by the Democratic Labour Party both
under the Honourable Member for S. Michadl South and
under the Honourable Member for &. John hed a
debilitating effect upon the productive sectorsin Barbados
and | wigh to congratulate the Honourable Member for .
Peter in his wisdom in reversng so quickly in his
administration the impact of the productivesectorsand we
know the large increase in employment that has arisen as
a result of the remova of the taxes and duties on inputs
which the Honourable Member introduced. That is not old
talk. That isredlity.
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Aside.

Hon. Sir HAROLD St. JOHN: | am putting it on the
record of this House that part of the tax reform measured
the Honourable Member for & John was to introduce
duties and taxes on inputs to the productive sector and it
had a seriousand debilitatingimpact. So let the Honourable
Member understand that whenever he brings me into the
debate | amn going to remind him of that.

The second point | would like to remind the
Honourable Member on is the question of the tax reform
insofar as it interfered with savingsin this country. | want
to say again that the removd of incentives to savings
which were introduced has also had a harmful effect and
the proof of that isthat the very same Honourable Member
is now making a plea in this Budget to the Honourable
Member to reintroduceincentives for savings.

4.45 p.m.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, on a point
of order. That is precisaly because the previous incentives
were misdirected because a the time when they were
introduced they were not accompanying a programme to
free up the capitd markets in Barbados, so if the
Honourable Member for St. Peter is doing that as a result
of adesirable policy initiative, | can call for it now because
it will be based on other reformsin the capita markets.

Hon. Sr HAROLD St. JOHN: Anyway, Sir, we will
debate that in the future. | appreciatethe congtraints we are
under in this debate.

| just want to say, Sir, that | am till, in relaion to
certain aspectsof this Bill, not yet convinced that we have
hit the right mechanism for incentives in the case of
foreign currency earnings. It is a very difficult area. | think
everybody should understand, and | want to make the
point, that the Government has been very generous since
1985 in granting these concessions. They have worked.
They have benefitted Barbados. But in the creation of a
subgtitution regime, it is our duty to continuously monitor
it to assure ourselves that they are not abused. A word to
the wise should be enough, Sir.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, | risetowind
up the debate on the second reading and to thank members
who have spoken. | just want to start by making one point.
This is a debate this evening that introduced a number of
adjustments to taxation in Barbados but nobody who has
spoken in this House was in a position to say that these
had anything to do with any financid ingtitution or any
multilateral financid institution. There is no hand of the
IADB in group relief, home alowance or whatever, and |
want to start at that point, Sir, because there is a feding
abroad being pressed by certain members of the Press that

we are 90 supine as a people that everything we have to do
we have to do only under the dictates of an international
lending institution.

Sir, this debate is instructive because we have just
caried out a fairly comprehensve amendment of the
Income Tax Act of Barbadosbut not one of these measures
has been a measure recommended or imposed by |ADB,
the World Bank or the IMF. That point has to be stated
very clearly because our intention to introduce VAT is an
intention we expressed when in Opposition. The notion
therefore that we are under some dictation by an IADB to
introduce a policy we supported even in Opposition is the
essencedf journdistic vulgarity. That isthefirst point | am
making, Sir, that notion of what we are here dealing with
this afternoon has been suggested to the Government of
Barbados by any indtitution from abroad, and we are not
under any obligation in relation to any adjustments from
them.

Sir, the point | want particularly to draw reference to
is the fabrication that obvioudy has been suggested to the
journdists by the Member for St. Michael South Centra
that we have drawn down money from the IADB.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: On a point of order, Sir. | never
said that the Honourable Member drew down a single cent

from anybody. That is not part of my speech.

Rt. Hon. O. S, ARTHUR: Sir, | am not going to go
into it anymore. | just want to say for the benefit of the
House that this Government has nothing to hide about the
loan agreement with the Inter-American Development
Bank. | laid it on theTableof Parliament.| also laid on the
Table of this House the letter | wrote to the President of
the Inter-American Development Bank.

What is so disgugting about this exerciseis tha on
the occasion we had the dgning of the agreement the
President of the Inter-American Development Bank and |
arranged a Press Conference to give the Press of Barbados
the opportunity to ask any question whatsoever about the
agreement and one, and only one question was asked. The
opportunity to have this matter gone into in every aspect
was provided and now you would have the impression
being cast by the same members of the Press who will not
tell the public that these documents have been laid on the
Table o this Parliament that there is some secret
arrangement for us to run surpluses when, in fact, we are
introducing into this House policies tha sy the
Government is going to run a deficit. | say, Sir, that people
have to be hdf illiterate to put that kind of nonsense
abroad.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order.
It is imposshble for anybody to be hdf illiterate. You
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aredther literateor illiterate, Sir. The HonourableMember
is mideading the House trying to give the impresson that
there are journaistswho are hdf literate. | resent that, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: Continue, plesse.

Rt. Hon. O. S, ARTHUR: | am jus stressing the
point, Sir, that we are able on our own accord, as it is
shown through this piece of legidation before the House,
to bring changes to taxation without their having the
dictation of any multilatera ingtitution. That point hasto go
forward because the Press will cause people to fedl that the
only thing we can do in this country are things that are
forced upon us by some IMF or Inter-American
Development Bank, and | stress that point. | want to stress
that point because the structure of that is something that
Barbadian technicians have worked on and continue to
work on, and it will be our tax.

Mr. Speaker, the point that was raised by the
Honourable Member for S. John the problem is that the
gentleman from Guyanatook the advice and direction from
the Honourable Member for St. Michad South Central, and
it is not the first time that he has been mided by the
Honourable Member for St. Michael South Central.

Dr. R C. HAYNES: On apoint of order, Sir. Is the
Honourable Member trying to indicate to this Honourable
House that there is not an IMF expert here in Barbados
assiding in the VAT?

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, | have said
nothing other than what | have said in the past. | have said
that on the Floor of this House that the Government of
Barbados has asked the Fisca Affairs Divison of the IMF.
| have dso said that the IMF Fiscal Affairs Divison hes
people who are expertsin these fields.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: Sir, | an a hit confused. |Is the
Honourable Member trying to suggest to this House that
the report in the "Nation” on the front page is not
subgtantially correct apart from one or two dipsin relation
to draw-down which they would not know about?

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: I want to say, Sir, that the
Honourable Member for St. Michadl South Centra was not
aware that this loan document was a document laid on the
Table of Parliament. He thought he had come up with a
major coup and that by giving it to the Press and putting it
in the hands of a member of the Press that he was going to
put out a mgor coup.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES. On a point of order, Sir. It was
dready a public statement out there today on the radio that
this document was supposed to have been lad in the
House, so there is no coup. | was just giving information

to the House and the information is that what appears in
the Press today is not substantialy different from what is
in this loan agreement, nor in the Letter of Intent which
you signed and sent to the IDB, and the two are together.
So what are we getting all upset about?

Mr. SPEAKER: You have made your point aready.

Dr. R C. HAYNES One fina point. | gave them a
grace period of two years to dea with the Internationa
Monetary Fund and heisliving in aworld of denid al the
time.

Rt. Hon. ©. S, ARTHUR: Mr. Spedker, the
Honourable Member for S. Michagl South Central would
do well to stop accusing members of living in a world of
denid. | just want to say, Sir, that | now understand whet
was the source of the document. The Member for S.
Michad South Central thought he had found a mgor key
by citing a loans document that he was not avare it was a
document of the House and he thought he was bringing
about something remarkable.

455 p.m.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: On a point of order, Sir. | am
confused now, Sir. Was it the Honourable Member for S.
Michad South Centrd who gave to the hdf illiterate
journdist, whoever he may be the document? Is the
Honourable Member saying that?

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: It ismy belief, Sir, that the
fabrications contained in the Report are also fabrications
that represent the misguided advice of the Member for S.
Michael South Central.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES Mr. Speaker, on a point of
order. 1 would just like to clarify one point. We cannot
complain about the Honourable Member's beliefs. People
are entitled to any kind of beliefs but | would like to give
this House the assurance that nothing that gppeared in
today's newspaper was the result of any activity on nmy
part.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Chairman, Sir, et there
be no doubt and | want to make a very clear statement, that
the Government of Barbados has assembled a team to do
the calculations to determine the base of the VAT and its
impact on various sectors. That work was not done in any
substantial detail before 1994. The members of that teem
involvea Mr. Dalrymple of the Central Bank of Barbados,
Carlos Holder, Lindsay Holder....

Mr. SPEAKER: One minute please. Honourable
Members, please!

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | just
want to sy that we have put together a team and that
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| have dready informed this Parliament that there is
something caled the Fisca Affairs Depatment of the
International Monetary Fund where there are technical
people with expertise in individua areas of taxation and
that thereis no mysery to this particular matter.

| just want to thank the Member for St. John.
Asides.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Spedker, Sir, the
Houseis a happy Houseand | do not want to detract from
its happiness. | just want to say we accept the position that
was rendered by the Leader of the Oppositionin relation to
the need to amend that section dealing with ...

Mr. B. M. TAl TT: Sir, on apoint of order, | think the
Prime Minigter and Minister of Finance may be mideading
the House. The Prime Minister and Minister of Finance
ought to be aware that the people believe the press story so
there is no point wasting time on that. Tell us about new
materid and let us move on. Wind up.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, what | mugt
talk about is payments from the Medicad Aid Scheme
between 1991 and 1994. That is what | should tak to the
House about. Sir, the point | want to makein al of thisis
that | accept the point that was made by the Member for
St. George in relaion to the need for us to adjust the
provision in the Act pertaining to Home Allowance and
that the adjustriient will be made during the course of the
Committee.

| mugt also say, Sir, and this is the fina point, that
on the question of late submission of legidation it is very
ironic that the Opposition should be complaining about late
submission of legidation at precisdy the time when we
have on the Order Paper a Bill to validate the collection of
taxes imposed and raised and customs duties that were
imposed during a previous adminigtration. | am obliged to
you, Sir.

The question that the Bill be read a second time was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, | bring to
your atention that the Chairman of Committees is not
presently in his placeand that it is necessary for the House
to appoint a person to serve as Chairman of Committees
and | beg to move that the Member for the Constituency of
Christ Church East Centra be appointed as the Chairman
of Committeesfor today, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: Am | to understand that there is no
need to put it to the vote?

On the motion of Rt. Hon. 0. S. ARTHUR, seconded
by Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS, the House went into
Committee on the Bill, Mr. D. CARTER in the Chair.
5.05 p.m.

COMMITEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. CHAIRMAN: This House is in Committee of
Supply.

Clauses | to5 inclusive were called and passed.
Clauses 6 to 8 were called and passed.
Clause 9 was called.

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS: Mr. Chairman, in passing
Clause 9 the Government has accepted the need for
amending 37(1) and theamendment proposed isasfollows:
That after the word "individua™ in line 5 we delete dl
words thereafter and substitute the following in lieu of the
words deleted. That is to say, Sir, we now include these
words:

"An amount pad up to $3 500 in respect of
expenditureincurred jointly or severaly for mortgage
interest, house repairs, renovations, energy saving or
water saving devices."”

The words "jointly or severaly™ will dlow you to clam
either for an individual an'item like mortgage interest or
for the lot, jointly or severally.

| think that amendment captures the concerns of
Members. The money has to be paid. We had to put in the
word "paid” before you can be entitled to make the clam
and we said up to an amount of $3 500 and it isclear now.
Welooked back at the Budgetary Presentation for last year
and it did spesk o up to and it took into account the
combination of any of these items or any of them
individudly.

Clause 9 as amended was passed.

Clauses 10 through 12 were called and passed.

Clause 13 was called.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Chairman, in Clause 13, | do
not have any problem with the policy of the Act. But |
wonder if the Attorney Generd will indicate in Section B
which says.

"For the purpose of paragraph 2 of Paragraph (@) of

Sub-section 5 a person shdl be deemed to be
ordinary resident in Barbados."




3036

In the meantime, if that person (a) has a permanent home
in Barbados and (b) has given notice to the Commissioner
that heintendsto residein Barbadosfor a period of at least
2 consecutive income years including the income year in
question. Now | understand that to meen that () you must
have a permanent home in Barbados and (b) you intend to
residefor 2 years. Does this mean therefore that only home
owners would be dligible for the status in the context o
this Act? Is it only to apply to home owners?

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | understand. | just want to be
certain if that is the intent. Does it mean therefore that
unless you actually own the property or own a home you
do not qualify?

Hon. Sir HAROLD S§t. JOHN: Mr. Chairman, | have
adightly different view on that because when | see the use
of the words "'deemed to be" that is only one method of
proof and, if you have another method of proof that you
reside herewith theintention of residing here, it ispossible
that you can till be an ordinary resident.

The question that Clause 13 stand part was put and
resolved in the affirmative without division.

Clauses 14 and 15 were called and passed.
The Schedule was called and passed.

On the motion of Rt. Hon. 0. S. ARTHUR, seconded
by Hon.D.A.C. SIMMONS,Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the
passing of one Bill in Committee with amendmentsand Mr.
SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported accordingly.

On separate motions of Rt. Hon. 0. S. ARTHUR,
seconded by Hon. D. A. C. SSIMMONS, the Bill wasread a
third time and passed.

5.15 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. D. A. C. SMMONS. Mr. Spedker, that
concludesGovernment Businessfor today. | move, Sir, that
this House do now adjourn until Tuesday, 14th May, 19%
at 11 o'clock.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | beg to second that, Sir.

Mr. J O. TUDOR: Speaking on the Adjournment,
Mr. Speaker, | think it is necessary for me to indicate that
during the debate today comments were made in this
Honourable House against a member of this Barbadian
society who wrote an article and placed a by-line
indicating......

Hon. Sir HAROLD St. JOHN: Mr. Speaker, on a
point of order.

Mr. SPEAKER: Let me dea with that, please. The
Honourable Member, | think you are really out of order.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, | have not sad.....

Mr. SPEAKER: You are out of order, please
according to the Rules. The question is that this
Honourable House.....

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Spesker, | am spesking on the
Adjournment.

Mr. SPEAKER: You are gpesking on the
Adjournment?

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Yes, and | an saying that...

Mr. SPEAKER: But according to the Rules of the
House there are rules that must be observed.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, | have not caled any
name, | have not quoted from any newspaper, | am
soesking @bout a mater that disturbed me as an
Honourable Member of this House and | think it is
necessary for me to placein the record my disappointment
that...

Mr. SPEAKER: TheHonourableMember, please, you
are out of order. | refer you to 28(4) of our Rules.

Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please. Based on my memory,
| know it is not normd for the Chair to make commentsin
gtuations like these, but my comment is that | believe the
Honourable Member who raised the matter relating to an
articlein the newspaper was quite within the laws and the
rules of this House | believe that newspapers have a
responsibility just like how Membersin this House have a
responsibility. | am not passng any judgment, and the
question is that this HonourableHouse. . . . .

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Speaker, on a point o
privilege. | am now raising a question related to a matter
concerning the privilege of an Honourable Member. An
Honourable Member sought on the Adjournment — and |
an not questioning Your Honour's ruling, | am raisng a
matter on a quegtion of privilege - to raise a question
concerning his own persond perception of a wrong that
might have been committed..

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: On a point of order, Sir.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Please, let me deal with this. Asfar
as the Chair is aware, no wrong was committed. When the
Right Honourable Member for St. Peter was speaking | did
not observe any infringement of the Rules of the House.
Reference was made to an article in the newspaper, as far
as | can recall no mention was made of any person’'s name.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Speaker, | am raising a point
of privilege concerning me. | was not questioning any
matter, | am just seeking clarification from the Chair. | am
not raising any matter that has been discussedin here up to
now. | am raising a matter that arises out of Y our Honour's
ruling. Am | to understand that | am not in order to raise
that question? | am not questioning the ruling, I.am raising
a matter concerning my privilegeand | am asking....

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the matter you are raising?

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | am raising a matter that from my
observation....

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The Honourable Member cannot
tell you what to do, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please continue.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | am saying, Sir, from my
observationas an Honourable Member of thisHousel have
observed, in relation to what has occurred at the point
when the Adjournment was moved, that Y our Honour has
ruled and arising out of that | am asking a question.

Asides.

Mr. SPEAKER: | am sure the Honourable Member is
aware of that.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: The phrase " question the ruling”
might sound exciting but | am not questioning anything,
Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: You are on a point of privilege,
please.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | am asking Y our Honour to give
me some direction.

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the direction you seek?

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | am getting to it, Sir. That is
another thing. | am entitled to take my time because | am
slow, 3r. | just wanted to know if it is....

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, Sir.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: | am on a point of privilege, Sir.
My question is whether it is proper and al right in this
Houseto refer to any group or any person in termsof their
ethnicity. That is the question | amraising. It seemsto me
that the Honourable Member was raising a matter that goes
beyond what is Section 28(4) and he was asking a question
of fundamental importance to this House. From my point
of view | am merely raising the issue.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, speaking on
the Adjournment, | was very specific to draw reference to
two fabrications. Members on the other side may want to
broaden the issue, but two fabrications were stated as
matters of fact that are not matters of fact. The
Government of Barbados has not drawn down any money
from the Inter-American Development Bank, from thelSL,
but that has been stated as a matter of fact in a newspaper
article and | want to correct that. It is also stated as a
matter of fact that the Government has a secret macro
economic programmewith the IADB contained in whichis
the commitment that there have to be fiscal surpluses and
that this is being monitored by the International Monetary
Fund. | am saying that that is also a fabrication, that there
is no such thing and that was the full extent of my
reflection of what was today published in the newspaper.

| am saying that we have this very grave, unfortunate
situation where newspaper articles are based on a mixture
of fabrication and fact and confusing the public. There are
certain journalists who are perpetuating that particular
tendency, but the two matters to which | referred - and |
was very careful, Sir — were stated as matters of fact but
they could only have been fictions of the journaist's
imagination. | stand on what | have said. We have been
victims of a continuous pattern, Sir...

Mr. SPEAKER: Okay, please.
Dr. R. C. HAYNES: Mr. Speaker, | would like to

speak on this motion for the Adjournment in order to throw
a little oil on troubled waters.

Mr. SPEAKER: There are no troubled waters here.
None whatsoever in the Chair.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: Metaphorically speaking, Sir. |
do honestly believe that the debate on the Adjournment
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has advanced to the point now where..... Sometimes the
debates on the Adjournment are useful things to dlarify
things that happened during the day.

5.25 p.m.

Sir, it is nice to see that he has now confessed that
the publication was subgtantially true apart from two...

Mr. SPEAKER: Honourable Member, you are out of
order now, please.

Dr. R C. HAYNES
Adjournment.

| am spesking on the

Mr. SPEAKER: Because you are speaking on the
Adjournment it does not mean that you can therefore
reflect on the decision that we have made in here.

Certain remarks made by the Honourable Member for
St. Michael South Central were ordered expunged fromthe
record by Mr. SPEAKER.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, | am making a
gtatement on the Adjournment but | was interrupted on a
point of order. | just want to know if | may now continue
spesking on the Adjournment. | quite understand the
distress that the Honourable Prime Minister may be
suffering a the fact that some dements of articles that

appear in newspapers may from time to tima annoy or
frustrate what he is doing as a Minister o Finance etc.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chair was here and the Chair
heard dl that went on and the Honourable Member from
his explanations was responding to an article that wes in
the newspaper and you are interpreting it that the Rt
Honourable Member was taking it out on somebody.

Mr. J. O, TUDOR: As Your Honour pleases. Very
well, Sir.

The question that the House do now adjourn until
Tuesday, May 14 was pur and resolved in the ajjirmative
without division and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House
accordingly.

5.30 p.m.




CONTENTS

MINUTES

Hon. MissB. A MILLER .................
Confirmation of Minutes of Friday, May 3,
1996.

PAPERS

Rt. Hon. 0. S, ARTHUR

1. Nationd Insurance and Social Security
(Employment  Injury) (Clams and
Payments) (Amendment) Regulations,
1996.

2. Nationd Insurance and Socia Security
(Non-Contributory Old Age Pensions)
(Amendment) Regulations, 1996.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. MissB. A MILLER .................

1. Resolution to gpprove the sale to Kasim
Patel of a pacd o land at Hamlets
Tenantry, Hindsbury Road, &. Michadl.

2. Resolution to approve the acquisition of
land for the Bridgetown By-Pass Road
Improvement Project.

OBITUARY SPEECHES

Hon. MissB. A MILLER .. ...............
Pad tribute to the late Sr J. E Theodore
Brancker, former Speaker and Member of the
House o Assembly and extended condolences
to the family of the deceased.

3039

—_—

Rt. Hon. L. E. Sandiford, 3005; Hon. R. C.
Eastmond, 3007; Hon. Sir Harold St. John,
3008; Dr. R C. Haynes, 3009; Dr. R. L.
Chdtenham, 3011; Mr. B. M. Taitt, 3013; Hon.
D. A. C. Smmons, 3014, Mr. D. S. E.
Kdlman, 3015; Mr. Speaker, 3016.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
Hon. Miss B. A. Miller

...................

Suspension of Standing Orders 6, 16, 18, 20,
42(5), 43 and 44 for the remainder of the
sitting.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

ORDER NO. 1 - THE INCOME TAX (AMEND-

MENT)BILL,1996 .......ciivinnnnnn 3016

Rt. Hon. O. S. Arthur, 3016,3033; Mr. D. J. H.

Thompson, 3023; Dr. R. C. Haynes, 3028; Hon.

Sr Harold St. John, 3032; Hon. D. A. C.

S mmons, 3035; Mr. B. M. Taitt, 3035.
SUSPENSION . .. ..o e 3014
ADIOURNMENT . ... ... i, 3036

Hon. D. A. C. Smmons, 3036; Mr. J. O. Tudor,
3036, 3038; Mr. B. M. Taitt, 3036; Rt. Hon.
O. S. Arthur, 3037; Dr. R. C. Haynes, 3037.

SPEAKERS IN THIS ISSUE

ARTHUR, Rt. Hon. O. S. (St. Peter)
CHELTENHAM, Dr. R. L. (S. Joseph)
EASTMOND, Hon. R. C. (St. James North)
HAYNES, Dr. R. C. (St. Michael South Central)
KELLMAN, Mr. D. St. E. (St. Lucy)

MILLER, Hon. Miss B. A. (City of Bridgetown)
St. JOHN, Hon. Sir Harold (Christ Church South)
SANDIFORD, Rt. Hon. L. E. (St. Michael South)
SIMMONS, Hon. D. A. C. (St. Thomas)

TAITT, Mr. B. M. (St. Michael West)

TUDOR, Mr. J. O. (St. Michael East)
THOMPSON, Mr. D. J. H. (St. John)






