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Prayers were led by Rev. Canon lvan Harewood,

Mr. SPEAKER: The House is now in session.

MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: Minutesof Tuesday, 22nd October,
1996.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg
to move that the Minutes of the proceedings of this
HonourableHouse of Assembly for its meeting of the 22nd
day of October, 1996, which Minutes have been circulated,
be taken as read.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | beg to second that, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: If there are no corrections or
observations, then let those Minutes stand confirmed.

PAPERS

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Spegker, | am
commanded to lay the Annual Report and Statement of
Accountsof the Barbados National Bank for the year 1995.
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| am aso commanded to lay the Duties, Taxes and
Other Payments (Exemption) (No. 15) Order, 1996.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, | beg to give
noticeof the Bail Bill, 1996 and the MagistratesCourt Bill,
1996.

FIRST READINGS OF BILLS

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, | beg to
move that the Bail Bill, 1996 be read a first time.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, the
Magistrates Court Bill, 1996, Sir, | beg to move that it be
now read afirst time.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

ORAL REPLIES TO QUESTIONS

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, | beg to give
notice of Replies to Questions Nos. 25 and 26, asked by
the Honourable Member for St. Lucy.

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR: Mr. Speaker, | beg to give
notice that the Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 34,
asked by the Honourable Member for St. John, is ready.

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, | beg to give
notice that Replies to Parliamentary Questions 38, 39 and
40, asked by the Honourable Member for St. Michael
South East, are ready.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

RESIGNATION OF A MEMBER RESIGNATION
OF THE HONOURABLE MEMBER FOR
THE CONSTITUENCY OF ST. MICHAEL
NORTH WEST

Mr. SPEAKER: According to the Standing Orders, |
am to direct that the letter received from the Honourable
Member be recorded in the Minutes at this time. | hereby
declare the seat of the Honourable Member for St. Michael
North West to be vacant.

MOTION THAT AN ADDRESS BE SENT TO HIS
EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL
ASKINGHIM TOISSUEAWRI T
FOR ELECTION

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg to
move that an Address be sent to His Excellency the
Governor-General asking him to issue a Writ for Election
to fill the vacancy occasione* by the resignation of the
Honourable Member for the constituency of St. Michael
North West.

In moving this motion, Sir, | would wish to take the
opportunity, with Y our Honour's indulgence, to say a few
words about the now resigned former Member of this
Honourable House.

Mr. Lawson Weekes sat in this House for some 15
years— | am not sure about the exact date, but in that order
of time. Heisa man | have to say | have known virtualy
dl my life. We grew up in the area known as Black Rock
in the parish of St. Michagl. | wasalittle girl to him, so to
speak, and actually at one time went to school with one of
his sisters, but the Weekes were, and ill are, a wel
known family in Black Rock. Somg of them have moved
out.

He is a pharmacist by profession and ran, something
that you do not sse very much nowadays, a small village
type ph'armacy - in the old days people would call it a
doctor shop - in the Black Rock area. It was not anything
elaborate, it is still there, but it was a place that if you had
a problem you could go and ask Mr. Weekes about a
particular ache or a pain. If you needed hair pins or a hair
net, before the days of the supermarket, you could get it
there. If you needed a little pan of Thermogene, you could
get it there. A of this predated the mini-marts and the
variety shops, but you could alwaysfindin adistrict ashig
as Black Rock a person from whom you could get all of
the ordinary supplies that would fall under sundries,
miscellaneous, cosmetics and so on. You could always
walk up Black Rock main road and make a purchaseat Mr.
Weekes shop. Of course he sold a variety of sweets as
well.

11.30 a.m.

Mr. Speaker, the St. Michael North West
Constituency has to be described as a largely suburban
congtituency. | have lived in it al of my life until
womanhood, | grew up in Brighton. Even today, despitethe
wonderful new highway | find myself coming to work in
the.morning - | could go down Spring Garden or | could
go up University Hill - but, instinctively, | drive aong
Highway 1. Of course, Mr. Speaker, it has to do with the
fact that | drive very dowly and people are given

A,
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to stopping on the highway and offering obscenities to me
and advice that | don't particularly want to hear. So | stick
to the old highway. It is as though the steering whedl
knows its own way and it has happened in my life that
Highway 1 is the way that | take almost every day of life.
That is the highway aong which we grew up.

Mr. Speaker Weekes as a Speaker wasa man who, in
my judgment, always attempted to be fair, aways tried to
be fair to both sides of the House. He is a person who
understood about the dignity of this Honourable Chamber.
He was Speaker during part of the time when the Chamber
in which we now meet was being restored and took an
active and a healthy interest in it. | would think that he
brought a large measure of decorum to the way in which
business is done in this Chamber.

As Speaker of the House, he was a Joint President of
the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, as indeed
you are yourself, together with the President of the Senate,
the Kt. Honourable Prime Minister and the Leader of the
Opposition being Joint Vice Presidents.

Mr. Speaker, Prime Ministers and Leaders of the
Opposition traditionaly allow the Joint Presidents of the
CPA to get on with the business of the CPA. They are
peoplegenerally speaking who are far too busy to attend to
the matters of the CPA meetings. Generally speaking, Sir,
important matters are referred to them and they are very
cognisant of what is happening. | am very pleased to see
that from time to time the present Leader of the Opposition
makes time to attend CPA mestings.

Mr. Speaker Weekes, as | call him, Sir, and as | will
alwayscal him - in your turn, Sir, you will discover that
once a speaker always a speaker — came to be highly
respected within the CPA. | now have the privilegeand the
honour to share the Executive of theinternational CPA and
| have to say, Sir, that everyone that | meet reminds me to
say greetings and hello to Mr. Speaker Weekes and
remember with fondness the role that he played during his
time as a Joint President.

| would like to use this opportunity, Mr. Speaker, Sir,
to look to the future. We have a Standing Orders
Committee in this Honourable Chamber now which is
presently a work. It has held afew meetingsand thereare
a few more to be held. | would like to think, Sir, that
bearing in mind that there is now in place a Constitution
Review Commission which is working and, as | said, a
Standing Orders Committee of this Chamber and, of
course, the Standing Management Commission of this
Parliament, that now would be the time for us to look to
how we could re-order the modus operandi for doing
business in this Parliament for a new century.

| don't think that we should be looking to wait until
1999. | think that we should be anticipating that Barbados
at the turn of the century would become a republic and
begin to gear our modus operandi for such an eventuality.
| think, Mr. Speaker, 3r, that we should be so doing, and
| certainly have every intention of giving evidence before
the ConstitutionReview Commission in respect of my own
personal views as to a unicameral legislature in Barbados
rather than bicamera and how it might be structured.
Indeed, such a legidature works very well in other isands
of the Caribbean at a great advantage.

| think it is ludicrous, Mr. Speaker, Sir, that in 19%
we have to have two debates on every issue. It is an
unnecessary duplication. | would like to think that the
former Honourable Member for St. Michagl North West,
because of his long experience in this connection and
particularly because of work that he has done over that
period of time in the CPA is somebody that
notwithstandinghis retirement we should be able to co-opt,
if not his person, certainly his views in this regard. |
believe that Mr. Lawson Weekes can add much to that
debate and | would be very willing to hear his views on
what a Parliament of Barbadosin the year 2000 could look
like.

We havea fairly good resource base | would say, Mr.
Speaker, in Barbados, in this particular regard. We have
some very distinguished, other retired HonourableMembers
from this House, who | hope will be invited or certainly
will take an initiative to make some input in this matter of
what the Parliament of Barbados would look like and how
it would operate'in a new century and in a new
millennium.

There are a lot of leftoversfrom a colonial erawhich
still have to be tidied up. There are still important aspects
of our governance as a country which need to be tailored
now to our own peculiar needs as we approach a new
century and a new millennium. In fact, Mr. Speaker, Sir,
every country, every state, and people nced symbols and
this Parliament is one of the important symbols in a
democracy like ours that people look to. They look to us
herefor representation. They look to us here as role models
as how to do business and they look to us here for
guidance in the context of a sense of direction that this
country is taking. In essence, what | am saying is that they
look to us for leadership. They view us as their leaders.
Speaker Weekes is now of course, joining that, we believe,
happy band of people who now dwell in the land of
retirement.

11.40 a.m.

Aside.
Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Some people shop until

they drop. | will work until | drop. There are some places
we do not want to go. Some people like cruises.
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Some people like to fly. Some people like to drive. Some
people like retirement. | do not think | an going to be
interested in retirement. We-must look & this now, Sir, in
the context o the recognition that Barbados is now very
much an aging community and we have a lot of what the
Rt. HonourablePrime Minister sometimesrefersto as great
eminence. It is an enormous poal of expertise. It is an
enormous pool of wisdom. It is an enormous pool of

capitdl.

We now have an Association of Retired Persons but
retirement is no longer conclusive and has not been for
may years. | am not a dl ashamed to say that | an a
member of the Association of Retired Persons. Once you
have reached age 50 you can join. All of the benefits o it,
| hope | will be the recipient of for many years to come. It
issomething | recommend to all HonourableMemberswho
qudify by virtue of age.

This is going to be a very dgnificant feature of the
early 21t Century. More and moreretired persons, and that
includes people who have teken an early retirement, as
indeed, Mr. Speaker Weekes has, this group of people, this
pool o wisdom, will be the repodtory of, as | put it
earlier, will be a resource base, men and women, upon
whom | hope al sectors in our society should be able to
call upon. This House should be no different. | would like
to think that in the various committees of this House that
we should be able to'coopt these services and to invite
people to write. | hope that people will write.

| want to come on to a point | have made before and
I will go on making it until it happens. This Parliament is
358 years old. No one has written a definitive higtory of
this Parliament. Yet, this Chamber has been graced by
professional historians, professiona writersand yet no one
has written a history of Parliament. It redly is a very
important thing for us.

Imade referencealittleearlier on to heritagetourism.
This dite is a very attractive heritage site for tourists who
come to Barbados, even tourists who come to us from the
wider Caribbean. It is becoming again, | an pleased to see,
dthough they are not with us today, a place to which
schoal children will come and pupils from other primary,
secondary and tertiary indtitutions in Barbados, and not
necessarily aways educationa ingtitutions, should come to
see how we do business. So there is a lot that has to be
done, Sir. | would like to think that persons of the
eminenceand wearing the respect that Mr. Lawson Weekes
has worn through the yearsand carriesinto retirement with
him can be again another very important resource base for
information.

There are other retired Members of Parliament who
we should now be tepping. This is the age o new

technology. We should be recording what these people
have to say. We should be garnering their papers This
Parliament, 358 years old, should have not only a library
but an archive. We have let too many things dip. We do
not take official photographs of Parliament. We do not
record who sat here. When our forebears did, all those
thingswere recorded. Now that we are the ones governing,
we mugt not take ourselves for granted.

Generations down the line at the end of another
century, at theend of another millennium will not know the
turn that history took which brought us here and will not
know the role which this ingtitution, not this building,
played in the social revolution, a some cal it, in the
liberalization of the socid, political and economic redlities
of the times in which we live. Who is going to tell the
gtory of it all and the role Parliament played in it?

| am hoping, Sir, that this Parliament will see fit, at
a very soon date, to commission someone — this cannot
now be left to chance- to write a history of the Parliament
o Barbados. In fact, one of the last things | mentioned to
Speaker Weekes in this context was'tht it is something he
should address with a certain amount of urgency.
Unfortunately ill health has overtaken him and now he is
in retirement. | would liketo reiterate, Sir. | know that Mr.
Warren Alleyne, has written a small monograph, larger
than a pamphlet, on the higory of the Parliament of
Barbados. Perhaps, he might be a person, either alone or
together with other people, who would collaborate to write
a definitive history of this Parliament.

It should record the Speakers. We have let too many
things dide, Sir. | do not know how many Honourable
Members in the Senate Chamber look up at the sained
glass. The gtained glassin this Chamber shows:the Queens
and Kingsof England going down to Victoria, Regina, just
over Your Honour's Chair. There are four empty dots and
there are some who say we should fill them in to bring us
up to the present time. There are even some who believe
that it will not go beyond the present time. In the other
Chamber, Sir, there are a number of Coats of Arms
representing former Speakers of this Chamber. If you look
a them you would see the good old Barbadian names,
Holder, Ince, Alleyne, Brathwaite, Chandler, Payne and
Moe, Those are the names you see. What Honourable
Members may not know is that the Coats of Arms are not
genuine. They are dl made up.

Asides.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: That is the point. The
Honourable Member for St. George South is making the
point. That represented the plantocracy of this country.
Now, the plantocracy hes not been governing in this
country for at least 30 years. Thisis the 30th year of our
Independence and we fed that it is not yet fit that
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we should somehow find a way to commemorate the
Speaker of this House, and we have had some illustrious
Speakers of this House. The late K. N. R. Husbands..

Asides.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, your
tenure is now before you. We have had the late
K. N. R. Husbands. We have had the late Sir Theodore
Brancker, father of the Clerk of our Parliament. We have
had the |ate Walter Claire Burton Hinds. Peopleforget that
thelate Dr. Cummins was a Speaker in this House as well.
| remember it. Nowhere in here is that commemorated.
Somsthing has to be wrong. Imagine nowhere in this
Chamber is there a photograph of the late Sir Grantley
Adarns. As the calypsonian says, Sir, we had better get our
heroes right. We had better get it right in here. It is very
important, Sir.

When we were commemorating the 350th
Anniversary - this was a big thing. When | go to North
America, Canada, the United States, New Zeaand,
Austrdiaand | say to them that our Parliamentis 358 years
old, if they are standing up they have to sit down and draw
abreath. Y ou are dealing with countriesthat are barely 200
years old and do not understand that we have had an
ingtitution for so long. | am not saying that it was as
democratic in year 10, year 50 or year 1, as we know it
today, but that the institution of Parliament which in any
community is a sophisticated institution, existed in our
smal country for 358 years is a matter of tremendous
moment. When we celebrated our 350th Anniversary we
did it in high style. One of the things we did was to set up
a smal exhibition which depicted at least some of the
history, just alittle bit of the history of this Parliament and
it dtill is avalable for Members of this Honourable
Chamber, Members of the Parliament generally, members
of the general public, visitors to Barbados, to see it in the
Committee room.

11.50 a.m.

Aside.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Yes, but not an officia
picture as such. The pictureof Sir Grantley Adams thereis
just something which is part of an exhibitionwhich may be
dismantled at any time. | do believe ...

Mr. SPEAKER: May | inform the Honourable
Member that some of the concerns raised are being
presently addressed relating to Speakers and names and so
on.

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: | am very, very pleased to
hear it, Mr. Speaker, Sir, and | think that we should always
have a photograph of each Parliament and we should do it
now and it will be a command performance. But, Mr.

Speaker, | am very pleased to hear that. There are many
people now who inhabit this Chamber who, in my view,
can go somewhereelse. Their photos can hang somewhere
else. Their paintings can hang somewhere else and their
busts can hang somewhereelse. | had an idea many, many
years ago, certainly at the time of the 350th Anniversary
that the Senate gallery was ideally suited to have a row of
busts of al of the Prime Ministers of Barbadosand | still
harbour that idea. Busts can be made from photographs,
from memory. We are lucky to have somebody of the
calibre of Karl Broodhagen among us who could do this
work. If we do not take the lead in doing this, Sir, | do not
think anybody else is going to do it.

Aside.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Exactly. We just do not
treat ourselves well. We do not properly appreciate our
place in the history of this country and the history of this
Parliament. | am not saying we should have an over
appreciation of it but on the other hand to have an under
appreciation of it is to do an unfairnessto generations that
will come after us.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, | believel may have straycd a bit.
| deliberately ook this oppertunity, with your permission,
to make these important points as an Honourable Member
who was, | would say, a very wel regarded and
distinguished Speaker of this Honourable House has taken
his leave of it.

| would wish on behalf of die Government, Sir, and
| believel can speak on behdf of usall in the Parliament,
and | speak of this and the Other Place, to wish Mr.
Lawson Weekes in hisretirement, improved health and that
he should not hibernatein hisretirement, that he would still
be a person upon whem we could look to for hisown gloss
on the history of this Parliament and certainiy in the years
that he was Speaker. It is important now that he has the
time, and | hope the inclination, that some record be made
of the history of .this Parliament as seen through his eyes.

| would like to hope, Sir, that all Speakers coming
after, including yourself, Sir, would as you go aong, be
making notes. In fact | would like to see in Y our Honour's
Chamber, a journal, a nicely bound journal into which the
Speaker would write, every Tuesday and every day that we
sit and the same should be in the Senate. The historians
need al the help they can get. Hansard is not al that there
istoit. Hansard will record what we have said in here but
there are other events that Mr. Speaker might want to
record, in the same way that you have a visitors book of
those who visit.

One day last week | was in Ottawa and the Speaker
of the Canadian Parliament gave a dinner party for me in
my capacity as Chair of the CPA. The dinner paty was
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held in a room within the Speaker's Chambers where he
told me that they only entertained Heads of State, Heads of

Government, known laureates and people of that ilk. So |

wasreally very privileged to have had a dinner party given
in my honour in that room. It is a very historic room, and,
Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Canadian Speaker informed me that
you would have seen that room, indeed his entire suite of
rooms. The panels al recorded what they called the
Confederate Speakers, the Speakers before Canadaenjoyed
the independent status that it does today. In another place
they commemorateall of the Speakers.

In the Speaker's Room itself thereis perhapsthe most
arresting photograph of the late Sir Winston Churchill that
| have ever seen in my life. There is a wonderful story
which the Speaker Parent tells which goeswith that, that in
fact during the war when the Americans were just entering
the last world war Churchill came to visit Canada and
stood in that very room and the photographer tried to take
a photograph and in the end had to go and actualy take a
cigar out of his mouth in order to do it and that was the
bulldog pose. That photograph has apparently been used
many years since then.

Again, on the panelling etched into the wood are the
names of al of the Speakersof that Parliament and that is
only mattersto do with the Speaker. That has nothing to do
with al of therest of the history. So thereis alot that we
haveto do and | believe, Mr. Speaker, that we should be
able to call on Mr. Lawson Weekes to be helpful and
useful and to assist us in this regard.

| would like to thank him for his long and untiring
years of service to this Honourable Parliament.
Parliamentarians who have come through these doors and
gone up those steps and gone back down those steps and
gone through those doors, to those of us who are here now
and who would have known him as our presiding officer in
thisHouse | would wish to say to him, a happy retirement.
| thank you, Sir.

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, in seconding
the motion for the address | speak on behalf of the
Parliamentary group of the Democratic Labour Party, the
members and supporters of our party and on behaf of the
constituents of St. Michael North West who have been so
faithful and generous to Lawson Weekes to give him the
opportunity to servein this Parliament and on whose behalf
| an certain the responseto his resignation should be noted
by someone.

When Lawson Weekes |€eft politics on the night when
his resignation was announced a the St. Stephen’'s Primary
School, it was quite clear to the many persons who spoke
at that event and in particular those who had journeyed
with him through the years that he represented them in this

Parliament, made the common observation that Lawson
Weekes in his own quiet, self-effacing, modest manner
served the people of the constituency of St. Michael North
West,

12,00 noon

| first came into contact with him when prior to his
entering the House of Assembly he served as Branch
Chairman of one of the constituency branches in the
Demoacratic Labour Party — | do not remember which one
it was. It was St. Michael West then and Lawson Weekes
wasoneof those very highly respected and tirelessworkers
on behaf of the Democratic Labour Party. My first
encounter at the political level with him was as a member
of the Young Democrats. We moved a particularly
controversial resolution at the Annua Conference of the
Democratic Labour Party and Lawson Weekes like many
of the older and more seasoned members, as distinct from
Members of Parliament and | am talking about those
persons who served vaiantly at the level of branch
committee member or who served as members o
congtituency branches, and he was probably the most
formidable opponent of the position which we then took.
Because in his own quiet way when he put the issues
before the del egates at the Democratic Annual Conference,
were it not for the fact that we had the opportunity to
respond once again, | am certain that we may have had
difficulty in getting that particular resolution to pass. That
is becauseLawson Weekes' integrity and the featuresof his
personality which he is fortunate to leave politics with of
an unblemished record of honesty, an unblemished record
of integrity and an unblemished record of commitment. He
leaves politics with an unblemished record of being
accessible at the most difficult times of day or night, an
unblemished record as a pharmacist in his community, an
unblemished record as a quintessential Barbadian who
opted at the urgings of many of us to enter into electoral
politicsand to become a parliamentary representative. We
knew in our parliamentary group for some months now that
Lawson has not been feeling well. The last occasion when
he came here he indicated that he found it very difficult to
last the entire day in the House and that he was losing his
enthusiasm and he was losing his interest. Opposition
politicsas it is tends to require you to maintain a certain
enthusiasm even for nobody else in the country there may
be none. It requires you to maintain a certain alertness
which the comfort of numbers in Government does not
requireof you and, clearly, Lawson felt that he was unable
to continueto represent the peoplein his constituency with
the kind of vigour and energy which will be required of
him.

He has dways said both in his lctter to his
constituents, in his discussions with me and with the few
people with whom he has spoken that the decision not to
continue in Parliament was a very difficult decision,
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an dmost hurtful decision for him to take largely, Mr.
Speaker, because he counted it as a privilegecoming from
the background in which he came to be given the
opportunity to represent people in Parliament.

Sir, he numbers among his many achievements the
work which he did with the CPA and the Honourable
Member for the City more than anybody else who was an
extensve traveller on CPA events who even attended some
with me would know that even that task, athough Lawson
did it, he did not even enjoy having to leave Barbadosand
to disrupt the daily routine to go overseas. He would
remain quietly in his room an attend the official events but

always did so with acam and a certain gplomb and yes, he |

rose to be very, very well respected. He isa person who is
knowledgeable and he aways had a kind word to say, a
person who defused conflict and who was interested in
promoting the idedls of Parliament and the importance of
Parliament in the system of Government.

As a Member of Parliament, Lawson Weekes was
then able to make that transition from thedaily contact, his
strongest point being that he maintained direct contact on
a daily basis with people and, contrary to whet is dways
said about politicians who go into retirement that they
never did anything for anybody or they never represented
the congtituency or they did not place people's concerns. It
could never besaid of Lawson Weekes ever in any diatribe
or any criticism that anybody would wish to mount agai nst
him that he neglected the needs of the people of St
Michael North West. Those needs would have been many
and varied, whether persona needs or ministering to them
or whether they were wider concerns which he had to
address particularly from the postion of Opposition.
Because as Speaker, as the Honourable Member for S.
Michad Centrd must wel know, there will be few
occasions when you will hear somebody up here arguing a
case for the residentsof Park Road or Waterford Housing
Area except when | get up to speak that is. There will be
few occasions that the Speaker will have or may be none
to even put in a little word on behdf of his congtituents
and very often people trandate that inability into whet they
deem to be ineffective representation. | know the
Honourable Speaker in due course is going to have to
deflect criticism from unwarranted sources, but believable
nevertheless, that he was a very ineffective representative
because he never said anything on behdf o his
congtituents. But circumstances do not permit and therefore
| know the Honourable Member for St. Michael Centra
should very clearly be able to empathize with the podtion
which Lawson Weekes would have found himsdf in and it
is a sacrifice because, unlike other Members who at the
drop of a pin can get up and list alitany of problems that
affect their congtituents, the Speaker has to it in silence
and merely observeand where appropriate without seeking
to attract attention perhaps make a small remark to remind

people that he too is a parliamentary representative. But
neverthelessLawson Weekes accepted the responsibility of
serving as Speaker even though many of us know as with
most other Speakers that there were other positions for
which he was both qualified and for which initially he wes
preferred. But he like many other Speakers stood down in
favour of party unity and | know that the Honourable
Member for St. Michad Central would like al the
Members on tha side to listen carefully as | spesk...

Aside.

Mr. SPEAKER: Could we hear the Honourable
Member please?

Mr. D. J. H. THOMPSON: Particularly on this point
that like many other Speakers he had to stand aside even
though by demeanour qudifications, experience and
standing he should have enjoyed other opportunities,in the
interest of party unity, in the interest of accommodating
egos larger than his own he was able to step aside and say,
yes | will accept a position which is less glamorous and
which perhaps does not give me as many opportunities to
say something about my condtituents.

12.10 p.m.

| believeit is an uncommon virtue to find men, like
Lawson Weckes and others, who will be willing to sacrifice
the opportunity of serving at a ministerial level, particularly
where, as | say, they stand out as persons who would be
obvious choices to accept the'task of sitting as Speaker.
Though the job as Speegker is no less worthy and no less
important in our politica development, and those persons
therefore should be hdd up in that regard as individuals
who care about the team over their persona ambition.

In Oppostion and in Government, therefore, Lawson
Weekes played his role. In the period when we were in
Opposition between 1981 and 1986 when he was in this
Chamber, | came to the Chamber on many occasions, when
| was permitted, as a young student and Lawson was
dways very thorough, very wel prepared and only
intervened when he had something important and relevant
to contribute to a debate. He was not a person involved in
rhetoric and old talk, he was not involved in asides, he was
not involved in belittling individuals and he cringed as
Speaker whenever he saw persons on the Floor of this
House battling vicioudy with each other, because hiswould
have been the preferred position of interveningand trying
to get the debate back on course. Having served in
Opposition, | do not think thereis anybody in this Chamber
who can say they would have been on the receiving end of
any vituperative, justified or unjudtified attacks by any
Member. That was not Lawson Weekes style, his interest,
as | say, was in the people of Barbados and in particular
the people o St. Michael North West.




3809

The higtory of Speakersis yet to be written, and | do
not sy this to be invidious, but in my view, certainly
based on nmy own observation, Lawson Weekes was
without a doubt the most outstanding Spesker in modem
times in Barbados Parliamentand was a mode exampleof
what speskership should be about. | know that the
Honourable Member for St. Michad Centra has dways
been proud to say that he took afew tipsfrom timeto time
from Lawson Weekes 'on controversid issues and also on
some of the very basic issues that may arise, because there
is no training course for any o usin any of the postions
we hold in relation to our public office. There is no
training course for Speakers. When you become Speaker
and your firgt experienceis to be dragged in here by the
Leader d the Oppostion and the Leader of the House, and
when you have a very aggressive Leader of the House -
that is not dways the case - and an aggressive Leader of
the Opposition, it must be very intimidating for the Speaker
to take up his leadership of the House in those
circumstances, but there is no other training. A lot of it is
hit and miss and the guidance o the Clerk, but there are
some things that only Speakers will undergtand, just as
there are some things that only Prime* Ministers or persons
who serve as Leader of the Opposition, Governor-Generd,
Minister of Health, whatever, will understand. Passing on
those ideas is very important.

So, Mr. Speaker, Sir, in closng | merdy wish to
make one point in response to something the Honourable
Member for the City sad, It is not entirely accurate to say
that there is not a higory of Parliament. | believe the
Honourable Member for the City was a member of the
Anniversary Committee for Parliament and Mr. Anthony
Phillips was retained to write a history o Parliament and
| certainly saw something on paper, | never got to read it
because it was still in draft, but | believe the higtory of
Parliament has been written and is being refined. There
was a problem with photographsat one point, but the point
is there was a project as pat o the anniversary
celebrations of this Parliament in which a historian has
been retained to write the history and | believeit has been
completed. | would like to recommend to the Honourable
Member 'that she contact the Minigtry that has oversight of
that and obtain the manuscript from Mr. Anthony Phillips
and have it published. | have seen the mock up o it, |
cannot vouch for the perspective of the historian or
anything like that, but it is available and | believe that as
a Parliament we shculd have that information and booklet
published as soon as possible. | agree with the Honourable
Member for the City in that regard.

So, Mr. Speaker, Sir, in closng, as | have said,
Lawson Weekes leaves this Parliament to enter into
retirement not in the most propitious of circumstances,
becauseas | haveindicated his hedth has not been the best
in recent times, but he leaves thisParliament though not in

the best o hedth certainly in the best of standing when it
comes to his internationa reputation as a parliamentarian
and asa Speaker, when it comes to theleve of his honesty
as a Member of this Chamber, when it comes to his
integrity as a politician in Barbados, when it comes to his
commitment to fair play in whatever position, whatever
public office which he hdd during the time he served, and
he also leaves with a very degp and valuable contribution
having been madeto the DemocraticLabour Party in terms
of being one of the people on the ground working for the
party, rising through the ranks and eventually being chosen
vey easily to be a worthy representative on behaf of our
paty in this Parliament. The parliamentary group will
certainly miss Lawson Weekes for his , measured
contribution during our meetings and for the guidance
which he gave us We regret very much therefore that he
will not be ableto continue to theend of this parliamentary
term but, as he has said,, he looks forward to better hedth
and to a pleasant retirement and we aso look forward to
the same for him.

| have great pleasure, therefore, in seconding the
motion for the Address to be transmitted to His Excellency
the Governor-General of Barbados.

Dr. R. C. HAYNES: Mr. Speaker, in making a few
remarks in response to the Address which is now before
our Parliament, | think it isimportant that | certainly try to
dtrike a balance between what is congratulatory and very
appropriate and the act of resignation which is dways a
matter of regret, especially coming in the circumstances of
impaired hedth. Therefore, | would wish my contribution
to represent that balance but very much weighted in favour
of the congratulatory and for very good reasons. There is
a truism that the child is father of the man and if that
truiam is ever true, | would think that is the case of the
former Speaker, Lawson Weekes, that is a prime example,
because as | cast my mind back to school days and one
recognises the kind of persondity, quiet, dignified,
unassuming, dways trustworthy, that he represented as a
child and you could see that dominating and reflected in
his entire life today.

12.20 p.m.

| sincerely hope that he will enjoy many more years
among us and nothing we say should indicate in any way
that he hasn't got many more years among us here in
Barbados and this only represents another stage in his
career development.

At school, Lawson was very much the same type of
person as the one that we saw in this House of Assembly.
All the persondity traits that one has heard discussed and
spoken of today were dready put in place when we were
a school. Asa professiond, one saw the same traitswhich
explain the success that he enjoyed as a professond
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pharmacist and the service which he offered to O many
peoplein that capacity.

As a representative and as a parliamentarian, | also
had the honour to serve with him on the Opposition
Benches, in Government when he was Speaker and later on
the Opposition Benches again. So | am in a very good
position really to assess him as a Speaker of this House.

| recall the many instances when fireworks were

flying in this Chamber and he instinctively knew whento

suspend the Parliament because he recognised that things
could easily get out of hand. | recall when | ceased to be
a Minister on the Front Bench on the Other Side and came
over as Leader of the Opposition on this side under the
same Speaker, dmost one Tuesday after another, and it is
very interesting that | was never able to detect any
difference whatsoever in his attitude towards me as a
Minister of the Crown one week and the next week as a
Leader of the Opposition on the Other Side. | think thisis
a very important statement in an assessment of the
impartiality with which he aways sought to rule the
proceedings of this House.

Ancther very important measure of the successof a
speaker is the comfort factor which all members on both
sides of the House feel when they come into this
Parliament. You know that a speaker is doing his job, you
know that a speaker isfulfilling the lofty objectiveswhich
he should aspire to when all Members of this House feel
comiortable in the Chamber and feel comfortableto get up
and spesk without fear or favour and feel at al times that
they are being given a fair break.

| think that by and large if we were to use those
criteriaalong with thecriteriaof knowledgeof the Rules of
Parliament and if we use the additional criteriacf hissense
of the dignity of office, the sense when he first became
Speaker that he almost immediately understood that he was
becoming part of a very important tradition that went back
to the days when the Speaker was that important bridge
between the monarchy and between the very beginningsof
democratic parliaments. He felt that he was part of that
tradition and he understood the importance of it. He also
understood that the traditionsand the dignity of this House
should be upheld at al times. He aso understood the
importance of the international image of the Barbados
Parliament and the need to uphold the dignity of this
House.

[, Sir, believe that he certainly served well. | have
never felt uncomfortable in this House under the
speakership of Mr. Lawson Weekes whether |, was in
Opposition or in Government. As a matter of fact, Sir, |
have never felt uncomfortable under your speakership
either. It is a fact of life and, as | said, from the

perspective of Members the best measure as to the
efficiency of a speaker is the comfort factor which al
members feel when they walk through the doors of this
Chamber. | think thereis no question whatsoever that Mr.
Lawson Weekes brought that comfort factor to a very high
level and | am sure that history will record that he has
made a significant contribution as Speaker of this House.

| aso, Sir, 'was fully aware that he took the trouble
immediately on becoming speaker not only to understand
the rules at a very superficial level but aso to understand
the history as recorded in Mays and elsewhere, the
background to those Rules, the background to those
traditionsof Parliament which we hold very dear. Because
in the absence of that knowledge, in the absence of that
appreciation, when matters arise in the House where the
Standing Orders do not immediately speak to them then it
is that reservoir of knowledge and appreciation of the
traditionsand what went into making those Rules that will
make the difference in terms of the rulings of a speaker
and the respect which those rulings would command. He
took that trouble.

Very often | have gone to his Chamber and he would
be spending a lot of time reviewing Mays and any matter
that cropped up in the House he dways 100k the trouble to
do adetailed historical analysis of what or how the matter
could best be approached as a speaker, based or: the history
of parliaments over the years.

| think Sir, that he has served Barbados well s¢ far
and | think that he still has a lot to offer Barbados and |
think that one of the tragedies of political life in Barbados
is that S0 many people at a time when they are richest in
knowledge, richest in experience, withdraw from political
life in this country, when in fact in other countries that is
the time wher: people enter political life in order to give
that broad experience which they have learnt through al
the events in their lives, at the family level, a the
community level, at the business level and sc on to make
that kind of experienceavailable to the public of Barbados.
There must be some mechanism whereby persons with the
experienceof Lawson Weekes, our former Spesker, should
be drafted so he can continue in the public life o
Barbados.
12.30 p.m.

Sir, we have another place, for example, | know not
what purpose it serves. Thereare a whole lot of people out
there who have the kind of broad experience which a
person like Lawson Weekes would have and they have no
opportunity to make that contribution in the Other Place
where | think they would be able to serve their country
better. That is why | agree with the Honourable hlember
for the City. We do not often agree on many things but |
have to say that | agree with her when she says that it
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is timethat Barbados be a Republic because that is echoing
what the NDP has had in its Manifesto since 1991. | am
very grateful for the firm support which she has given to
that concept here in the House today and | find mysdlf in
agreement with her.

| aso feel we need some arrangement whereby
persons who have served and gathered al this experience
can continuewhen they leaveel ectoral politicsto contribute
to Barbados. We have the opportunity in termscof the Other
Place, usualy referred to outside this House as the Senate,
but we do not make use of it so whatever arrangements
will be made constitutionally, it is important we recognise
that here is a large reservoir of people out there who
understand the political process, who understand the
congtitutional process, who have had the experience in
various facets of life and who can continue to contribute
for many years to the public life of Barbados.

Now, Sir, | did not want to use the word because very
often when we speak in this House on these kinds of
occasionswe are making obituary speeches. | am very glad
today that on this kind of occasion we are not making an
obituary speech but we are making a congratulatory speech
by and large. It aso gives us the opportunity to explore
how that kind of experience can continueto be used for the
benefit of this country.

The opportunity is here. We have someone who
commands and has always commanded the respect of all
political  organisations in this country and socia
organisations, who has commanded respect of al his
professional colleaguesin his chosen profession, a man of
tremendous experience in terms also of how to get things
donefor peopleat the level of the congtituency and so on.
Such experience must not be wasted.

| sincerely hope we find some means, some
opportunity to ensure that Mr. Lawson Weekes may
continue to function in some capacity in the public life of
this country if he so wishes to do. | see absolutely no
reason why he should not be able to function in a less
turbulent atmosphere than that of a parliamentary
representative and a member of Parliament.

So, Sir, while we are aways very sorry when a
colleague resigns, nevertheless, | an glad in a sense to
have had this opportunity which we would not otherwise
have had while he is very much alive and among us and
capable of continuing to do good thingsfor this country to
be able to speak to his virtues in public.

| thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. W. C. C. CALLENDER: Mr. Speaker, as a

Presiding Officer of this House | rise to say a few words
on behaf of the former Member for St. Michael North

West, Mr. Lawson Weekes, former Speaker of this House.
Anyonethat can serve in Parliament for 15 years must be
paid the highest compliment. Serving for 15 years,
addressing the concerns of constituents and also having to
deal with Parliament i s no mean task.

| am happy | had the good fortune to have met Mr.
Weekes. | have been herefor two years. | have just come.
He has resigned. | first made a good acquaintance of him
when we went to the CPA Conference in Banff in 1994. |
could not help but being impressed with the manner of this
man. Too many times we feel that a politician and/or a
parliamentarianhasto be aggressiveand overly assertiveto
make an impact. But Lawson Weekes was the opposite of
that and yet he was able to maintain his representation for
15 years. Lawson Weekes was the opposite of that and yet
still he was able to gain the respect of his peers in
Parliament, and he was able to conduct the affairs of
Parliament with dignity befitting a true Barbadian.

Sir, | credit Mr. Weekes for having assisted yoursdlf
and myself when we went to that Conference in learning
about the proceduresof Parliament. | must say publicly that
| sincerely thank him for helping us understand the rules of
Parliament becauseit is okay to read the Standing Orders
but to understand the application thereof is,a totaly
different matter and to have someone who could be so
good spirited, let me put it that way, even though heis of
the other party, to be able to give of his experiencel think
attests to the kind of maen that Lawson Weekes is, a nan
who held a wider view and who understood that Parliament
is a distinguished organisation which needs to be run in a
highly distinguished manner.

Sir, Lawson Weekes has left Parliament without
having been in any great controversy. He has left
Parliament untarnished. | believe he is a person that young
parliamentarians should look up to. In every
parliamentarian there lies some virtue, and the virtue in
Lawson Weekes wasthat he wasa mild mannered man. He
knew how to minimize conflict. In an age when there are
so many problems, when there are so many challenges,
when there are so many interests to represent, there will be
conflict. It is peoplelike Lawson Weekes who can teach us
how to handle conflict in such a way that we are able to
rise to new horizons while solving our problems.

Sometimes, Sir, people think of politics and
politicians as something not noble. Some people say they
do not want to be politicians because they tend to fedl that
politicsis something for those not washed in the Blood of
the Lamb, but this is a falacy. | believe the attitude of
Lawson Weekes shows that is a fallacy. There are a
number of Parliamentarians, past and present, who show us
that that is a falacy. | remember | was in a church some
weeks ago and there was some radica who was

-~



3812

commenting on the fact that there were a number of
politicians in that church. | believe that the person wes
making that comment with some measure of cynicism, so
that when | was asked to make a speech | made a point to
the audience that | have great love and admiration for
politicians because politiciansare theoneswho dare to take
the abuse of those who do not agree with what they say.
Politicians are those who are responsible 24 hours of the
day to hear the cries of their congtituents. Politiciansare
the ones who are supposed to solve the problems of every
congtituent. Politicians are the ones who are supposed to
know how to handle every problem. Politicians are

supposed to be the onesto hear thecry of every singleone

from the time they are born until they die. Politiciansare
the ones who are required, whether they have it nor not, to
fork out money when some poor soul comes demanding it.
So | have nothing but love and great admiration for
politicians because without them where would many people
be. 1 believe it behoves Parliament to let those who would
want to think otherwiseand those who would want people
to be conditioned otherwise, that the role of the politician
and the Parliamentarian cannot be minimised.

12.40 p.m.

| believe that sometimes people whose voices we
ligen to, are able for their own intentions, to stigmatise
persons who are doing an honest job in this community.
That iswhy you will find that, on many occasions, people
who do great service in the community are sometimes
atacked smply because others would perhaps like to be
placed in the same profile as these persons.

Sir, | dso have a difficulty. When a parliamentarian
is seeking to represent the interest of the people in his
consiituency or wherever he should be faced with a
position where other people, whether they be from other
political parties, whether they be from other groups or
whatever, would seek to frustrate the efforts of
representation from these parliamentarians. | think thetime
has come when we have to understand that a
parliamentarian is there to represent the community and
that the great parliamentarians of the past have been
community oriented persons and when we look back &t the
first great parliamentarian and politician of our era, thelate
great Sir Grantley Adams, we can see that there wes a
community man who wasinvolved with the struggle of the
workars, who was involved in credit unions, who was
involved with trade unions, who was *avolved with cricket,
who was involved with the regiona movement. | am
making the point, Sir, that in our modem era, starting with
the late, great, Sir Grantley Adams, that the modd hes
been set that the parliamentarian is the community leader
and as such should be given the respect he so rightfully
earns and deserves. We have to let people who would
want to deny this, we have to let them know that
politicians play a meaningful role in this community.

Too many times we tend to look at the one or two
differences that we have in people and we tend to blow
these up and we tend to forget the million and one good
things that these people are doing. | think that we, as a
Parliament, we have to set an example and we have to let
people see that parliamentarians and politicians are due
respect. We also have to recognise the efforts of those
people who have worked hard on behdf of ther
communities and we should not be afraid when the time
comes to honour them.

| heard somebody on a programme this morning
talking about politicians and parliamentariansbeing paid
homage. Now, any parliamentarian who has, for nearly as
long as | was born, served theinterest of peopleday in and
day out, deserves recognition and | do not think we should
be ashamed of it. The same thing goesfor any community
leader, whether the person be involved in the church,
whether they be involved in a group, but once they are
playing a key part in keeping the community together they
deserve to be recognised and | an making the point that
any parliamentarian, any politician who does that deserves
the recognition he or she gets.

To get back to the point made earlier by the Member
for the City, we need to show that we care whether it be by
having certain monumentsaround Parliament, whether it be
in Bridgetown, wherever it be We need for podterity to
show that we have recognised the effortsdf the people who
have worked hard and diligently on behalf, not only of
their communities but on behaf of Barbados.

Lawson Weekes' work, such & Sir Grantley's,
extended beyond our shores and it aso shows that
Barbadian parliamentarians and Barbadian politicianshave
traditionally not only been thinking about Barbados, but
they adso had a regiona approach. They aso had an
international approach even coming down to our day right
now where we have the Deputy Prime Minister featuring
prominently and being the only woman Chairman o the
Commonwedt!! Parliamentary Association. So this shows
that Barbadian parliamentarians are playing a key role not
only in thiscountry but farther afield and therefore deserve
every hit of recognition that they get. | believe 'that
Parliament has to use its own public relations mechanism
to le people understand that parliamentarians play a key
role in this country and it has to transcend politica
differences. Otherwise, we will al be ignored and spurned
unless a system is put in place to recognize the hard work
of parliamentarians.

12.50 p.m.

Sir, | fed honoured to have been associated with
Lawson Weekes. | wish him a happy retirement and | wish
that he would share his experience with the Members of
Parliament and that if we should at some time have need
o his experience as well he will till be prepared to share
it with us.
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With these words, | want to wish him the best.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Speaker, | would like
to join with those kind remarks that have been laid at the
feet of one o our Honourable Members. | would also like
to sy that | am extremey grateful to the Honourable
Member that we are refemng to because when | first
entered this Assembly, Sir, | remember once getting
involved in a debate which was rather controversia and |
got alot of lashes even so that it attracted the attention of
the newspapers of this country. I was caled by the
Honourablegentleman and he said to me 'K ellie, boy, you
have made your start because if you say something that is
dtracting the editorial in this country, it means that it is
something that you need to stand by. It means that it is
something that has affected the interest o a group of
people whose interest is not the same as yours, and that
your base is right and you should continue fighting on that

| remember, Sir, a parliamentary group meetingsthat
he was dways encouraging to the younger members to
make sure that we got in there and put in our five cents
worth. Whenever he felt that we had done well, he would
congratulate us. | think, Sir, that any political party that has
someone like that will fedl a bit saddened to know that he
is going. But when you are someone like mysdlf, Sir, you
dways tend to believe that there is dways better to come.
Not that | am saying that there is a possibility we would
get someone better than him. But one must aways look
forward and one must dways believe that in life there is
hope, and | an a strong believer in that. | want to say also
to the people o St. Michael North West that they had a
good representativeand if many o us would follow the
example of that Honourable gentleman we would be
spoken of in the same manner as he is being spoken o
today in the future.

Mr. Speaker, as | had promised that | would not say
much, | would say that for the 2 years and months that |
have been affiliated with him in these quarters | am much
richer for the wisdom that he has passed to me. | an sure
that as the years go on that things will be a lot better for
us Thank you very much.

Hon. R. N. GREENIDGE: Mr. Spesker, | an going
to be very short in paying my tribute to Mr. Lawson
Weekes. Before 1994, | knew of Mr. Lawson Weekes but
| redly did not actualy know the man. It was only after
becoming a Member of this House that | came into very
close contact with him. | can honestly say that within the
2 years that | have known him | found Mr. Weekes to be
a pefect gentleman. | found him to be very, very
unassuming; a person without any flair - not a showoff.
Certainly, he is not one o those politicians who would
push his chest in the air as if to say "see me heré€’. |

believethat if you did not know Mr. Weekes certainly you
would hardly believe that here was a parliamentarian,
because most parliamentarians tend to be talkativeand try
to attract a lot of attention. But this was not thecase with
Mr. Lawson Weekes.

| dways found, as the Honourable Member for S.
Lucy hes said, that he was very quick to commend you
whenever you made a meaningful contribution to a debate.
I remember with a wink of an eye and the nod of a head
that he would say: "Wedl done™ | recall one of the
speeches that | made on the floor of this House he pulled
me asideafterwardsjust to say: " our contribution wasthe
most balanced contribution of the debate and there are
times when we have to debate i ssues but we do not have to
politicizethem." That was the nature of the man.

| have heard a lot said about Mr. Weekes as a
representative. People have spoken of how helpful he was
as a pharmacist and the kind of advice he gave. In fact,
someonetold merecently at afunera that in somecases he
even usd to play the part of a nurse. He was that kind d
a representative to the people and thereis the perception
out there that he was extremely helpful indeed.

Now | believe that he has been extremey
uncontroversid as well. Someone has made the point
earlier tha very often we jump into the muddy waters of
politics. A lot of usriseagain to the surface but some of us
come up very, very muddy indeed. | do believe that Mr.
Lawson Weekes has|eft politics without being tarnished or
tainted; a very accommodating and a very decent person,
and very honest. | believethat he would have presided, Mr.
Speaker, over someaof the stormiest sessionsin this House
and something tells me that there were times when he was
presiding over such sessions that he was a hit
uncomfortable. | say this from the point of view that he
always used to be telling you that all issues should not be
politicized and that perhapsin the arena when he watched
the gladiators battling that very often he was saying to
himsdf that thisis not the way it should be.

| regret, Mr. Spegker, to 332 Mr. Weekes term o
office here come to an end as aresult of his health. | wish
him strength and | hope that he is able to carry on in his
private life. | take the opportunity, Mr. Speaker, on my
own behdf and | speak primarily for the people of S.
Philip North to wish Mr. Lawson Weekes well in his
retirement.

SUSPENSION
Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg to

move that this House be suspended until 2 o'dock this
afternoon.
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Hon. R. N. GREENIDGE: | beg to second that, Sir.

The question that this Honourable House be now
suspended until 2 o'clock was put and resolved in the
affirmativewithout division, and Mr. SPEAKER suspended
the sitting accordingly.

1.00 p.m.

RESUMPTION
Mr. SPEAKER: This sitting is resumed.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay my
respects to the former representative of St. Michael North
West, the Honourable Lawson Weekes. Speaking on this
Address | would want to say that it has been my
distinguished pleasure to have had the honour of sitting for
the last two years next to a gentleman who | consider to be
aman among men and certainly one who we could all refer
to as an individual worthy of very close association.

Mr. Lawson Weekes is, to my mind, the kind of
Barbadian that is not often available to a society and
certainly we are deeply honoured on this side of the
political arena to have enjoyed his company for amost 30
yeers. | think that hisfamily and hisconstituentscould feel
very well satisfied that he was held in very high regard by
members of this political side as they have heard him in
that regard for over 15 years as a parliamentary
representative. | have had occasion to speak to a number of
them individually from time to time and even though, if |
have to be very honest, he often complained that being
Speaker of the House of Assembly for an extended period
he was often unableto provide thekind of opportunitiesfor
his constituents he would have wanted to, and he always
lobbied extensively with all the Ministers or persons in
positions to agitate in the interest of his constituents.

What stands out about him, Mr. Speaker, is that many
constituents would relate stories about the little things he
would have done for them over the years, including getting
up a midnight, 1 o'clock or 2 o'clock in the morning to
satisfy afamily or to satisfy somebody who was sick, or to
satisfy some person who had an emergency. He did it with
great ease, without any resentment, as a pure gentleman
and as a pure representative. Some of them would say that
up to this day they still owe Mr. Lawson Weekes money
for drugs, or for this or for that and he has never sent a
bill. Over and over again there are severa stories that
people have reported to us that this gentleman performed
magnificently well as a parliamentary representative. They
are very sad stories, very touching stories and they tell
about the character of this individual.

| mugt say that when | entered the House of
Assembly in 1991, | had occasion to speak to the Speaker

on a number of occasions and he offered me advice that
still stands with me today, and | will offer it to many
Members of Parliament, because | am of the view that if
we are going to debate in this House of Assembly we
should debate any issue from a research position. All issues
that are debated in this House of Assembly should be
properly researched and a mgjor problem we have in this
Assembly relates to the Members of Parliament who come
in here unprepared and enter debates and only seek to
swipe at the characters of other people so that they can
promotethemselves. If we examine and follow theexample
that was set by Lawson Weekes, in almost every speech, if
you go back and research some of his contributions you
will see that a no time did he seek to pull down the
character of any Member of Parliament, he always only
sought to debate what was right in the interest of the
peopleof this country. That is tremendous to a person and
to hiscalibreand to hisdesire to see Parliament uplifted to
adebating centre where proper debate is put on the tablein
the interest of the people of this country.

If we are able to pay a tribute to Lawson Weekes, |
think the greatest tribute we could all pay is to raise the
standard of debate in this Assembly to the extent that
debate is meaningful, that it is devoid of the kind of
rancour and rawness that sometimes prevail i these
debates, where we can lift the standard to a level that can
be appreciated by the general public. | have been guilty on
some occasions and he would say to me that “‘even though
| enjoy your style”, as he would put it, "you have w©
temper ycwself and you have to be precise in how you
deliver yoursdlf,” and he took an interest i1: making sure
that I developed a debating style that was based on proper
research and presentation. That is why today, Sir, T am
very appreciativeof having been in the company of such a
gentleman, his kind, persuasive, very smcere, honest
approach to Parliament,

Cenzinly it would be remiss of me if I did not
mention briefly, being a member of the Executive of the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, that whenever
| have travelled overseas or internationally | have aways
heard of Speaker Lawson Weekes being referred to as a
man of impeccable character and one who certainly - as I
was In your company, Your Honour - we were told here
was an ouistanding Barbadian who has made an
outstanding  conuribution to the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association. That has been noted. | think he
enjoyed that role immensely and brought great honour to
Barbados among the international parliamentary
community.

Mr. Speaker, | will not detain the House except to say
that | will miss that gentleman from this Chamber. | think
adl o us will miss those kind, very gentle words of
suasion he always gave each and every one of us, and |
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sincerely look forward to the day heis till able to make a
contribution, even if itisto usindividualy, outside of this
Chamber, and we certainly wish him well in his years of
retirement.

On behalf of my constituents, on behalf of my family
and myself, | certainly would wish the former honourable
gentleman all the best in his future years to come.

Thank you.

Dr. R. L. CHELTENHAM: Mr. Speaker, | regret the
circumstances of ill-health that have forced the resignation
of our former Speaker, Mr. Lawson Weekes, that have
occasioned this debate before Parliament at thistime. | was
in Parliament when Lawson Weekes entered in 1981 and |
sat for the period 1986 to 1991, when | was out of
Parliament, but | was here throughout his period in
Parliament.

The first thing that struck us when Lawson Weekes
came into Parliament was that he was a man of quiet
dignity. He was not a man of large combat. We grew to
know him as a man who preferred conciliation and
compromiseto combat and divide. Over time | got to know
him at a personal level and | came to the conclusion, Mr.
Speaker, very firm and settled that Lawson Weekes was a
good and decent man whose every action was informed by
a large sense o fair play. It is difficult to pay a man a
higher tribute, but |1 came to that very settled conclusion
about my friend, Lawson Weekes, and | thought | would
wish to put it into the record.

As Speaker he was our most distinguished servant, he
was our voice in the outside world, a position which
sometimes the general public do not appreciate and
sometimes we ourselves do not seem to understand the
historical and indeed the current significance of the role.
He took great pride in his role as Speaker and even when
| disagreed with his rulings, as | did from time to time, |
could never begin to doubt the sincerity that informedthose
rulings because of his sense of fair play, about which |
mysdlf had no doubt.

He had large respect for all Membersof this Chamber
and he always admired a good speech and a good
performance, regardless of the side of the aisle from which
it came. On several occasions he was to pull me aside as
we walked out to tell me he enjoyed my contribution and
he did that, not only to me, but to several other Members,
in particular young Members, o the House. He would
encourage them by making a complimentary comment
about their contributions from time to time.

As | sad a the outset, | an saddened by the
circumstances of ill health which are responsible for his

premature retirement from public life and | certainly wish
him well in the years ahead, but | really wanted to read
into therecord that | thought he wasagood and decent and
fair-minded man in our midst, that he carried out the role
of Speaker with dignity and with distinction. | only regret
he could not have been here sitting in the Gallery to hear
the tributes that have been paid to him today.

2.20 p.m.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: The recently retired
Member is my constituent and some weeks ago | saw him
standing on a sidewalk and had difficulty recognising him.
Helooked alittle drawn to me. | stopped my car and spoke
to him and found he was waiting to take the bus. | took
him to where he wanted to go and we chatted for some
timeand it was then that he shared with me the confidence
that he was unwell and hinted at what would be a coming
resignation. | wished him well as we spoke about his hedlth
and | meant it then with all sincerity and now as | repeat
those sentiments that he will enjoy good health and such
ill-health that has come to him he will recover fully from.

Like many of my colleagues on both sides of the
Chamber today, | must observethat in all my dealingswith
Mr. Speaker Weekes | have found him to be a most fair,
courteous, genteel and pleasant man. Even in my contact
with him as MP and constituent, though | didn't think it
likely that he would support me at the poll, he was not at
all offensive, obnoxious or uncharitable. In fact, he was
given to making very helpful comments and suggestions
and readly was very supportive. | think he saw this
Chamber and the people who sit in it as people who want
to lead and serve. He understood that as one who had
sewed for a very long time. He knew the challenges. He
knew the difficulties and, therefore, spoke to young
members, as to al members, with some degree of
impartiality and always with a high degree of goodwill.
Like others, from time to time he has pulled me aside in

~ this Chamber to say you're spesking well or you are

coming on-'or "l disagree with you. We must not be so
political.”

On another occasion, he said to me outside this
Chamber that he much admired my efforts in relaion to
Mangroveand the success that we had had in taming it but
that he thought it would be a difficult and persisting
problem and even though he commended my effortsthat he
felt it would still live on to haunt us. In some respects,
there has been some veracity in that, that despite our best
effortsillegal dumping and one or two other problems have
continued to plague us and we have to fight from time to
time. But even he recognised that our efforts brought it
under far greater control than had the membersof hisown
administration.

Soin watching him go, Mr. Speaker, | truly wish him
wdl as a fellow parliamentarian, as his own parliamen-
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tary representative, the genteel and civil men that heisand
hope that we will continue to remember and respect him.
| say that because we have seen this year the deaths o
many former parliamentarians, whether they have been
Ministersor Back Benchersor Opposition Membersduring
dl their time. If we are honest we would have to observe
that once they leave this Chamber no matter how hard they
fought for their constituentsand for al Barbadians while
they have been here that we have not always as a society
and as a group of parliamentarianstreated them with the
kind of respect that their dedication to service has realy
deserved and that is something that dl of us must ask
ourselves about, because one day whether we serve 25 or
5 or more we will have to leave this Chamber and people
tend to forget very quickly what it is like to serve, the
sacrifices one has to make and the difficulties and constant
pressure as a parliamentarian that one can be under.

Mr. Speaker Weekes lived very close to his own
congtituency, worked in his congtituency and therefore - |
livein my own constituency and | know what it is like to
have people knock at your door at 6 o'clock in the morning
- from working in his congtituency every day of hislife he
knew what it is like to have peoplecome to him constantly
with &l kinds of problems and certainly from what | have
heard about him that heis aperson of great tendernesswho
reaches out with some degreeof empathy. These are many
o the qualitiesthat alot of us need to have.

| think that much of the former Speaker's manner, his
decorum, his style, is worth emulating. | watched him on
televison on a number of occasions, and from nmy seet in
the public gallery when | came to Parliament on occasions
to watch the debate. | watched him and watched his style
as a Speaker, watched how he tried to bring some degree
of balance to the debate and tried, despite his own
afiliation, to give equity and fairnessto dl members who
sought to stand and make a contribution. | think for me that
one of the times that stands out most in my mind is the
occason of the No Confidence Moation against the
Honourable Member for St. Michadl South. | watched him
in what must have been a highly charged and emotiona
moment for him as Spesker and as a Member of the
Democratic Labour Party try to maintain al the rules and
the dignity of the House in what must have been very
difficult circumstances.

| would have to say that he rose to that occasion, as
indeed he always did, with tremendousdignity and balance
and fairness and | had to admire him on that occasion, not
to mention of coursethat both galleries the private and the
public gallery were full and overflowing with people who
wereat times loud and rowdy. It was an emotional moment
and people were likely to keep noise and so. He did so
well keeping peoplein the galery cautioning them to be
mindful of the Rules of the House and calling for order
when it was needed. One wonders how he did it.

| think somebody has made the point today that on
both sides you have peopledf alot of stripe and character,
given to strong and colourful language and who refuse to
take their seatsfrom time to time. One wonders how a man
who on no occasion that | have seen or spoken to him or
been in contact with him have | heard him raise his voice,
managed to control a very tempestuous bunch, not
inarticulate and given to much fighting and the battle spirit
asit appears sometimes. Really, he must be admired for al
this and for his knowledge of the Rules of procedure of
this Chamber and his knowledge of parliamentary practice
here and abroad.

They say, Mr. Speaker, that a prophet is without
honour in his own country but in a way we think of him as
just Lawson Weekes. Everybody knows Lawson. Outside
of Barbados he is very wdl respected for his knowledge
and his skillsand that isanother tribute to him that | think
needs to be paid today.

So, Mr. Speaker, Sir, | would wish him farewell and
I would wish him a most respectful farewell. Indeed | wish
that he does fare well both personally and in whatever he
may go on to do at a professond level. He may take up
some sort of moreleisurely work, something that takeshim
a amoreleisurely pace, just to keep himself occupied and
| hope that he will enjoy better health than he has done in
recent times and that he will look back on his timein this
Chamber with great fondness. Indeed, we will look back on
his contribution in this Chamber with gratitude and
fondness. Thank you very much, Sir.

Hon. R. C. EASTMOND: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | rise to
associate mysdf with the many truthful and generous
remarks made by Honourable Members about Mr. Lawson
Weekes. | an aware that before becoming a
parliamentarian Mr. Weekes did a tremendous amount o
community work and worked closely in the 50s and 60s
with the Black Spurs Sports Club, afootball club, which he
was able to work with and assist in developing. In fact, in
the 60s the Black Spurs Club emerged as one o the
leading footbdl clubs in Barbados under Mr. Weekes
tutelage. Heis aman of quiet dignity and a person who is
seen by hisformer constituentsas being fatherly, possessed
o quiet dignity where he would be able to interact with
people and immediately win their respect. | think one o
the mog striking features about his behaviour is that
wherever he interacted he automatically earned and won
respect.

2.30 p.m.

| discovered that he, like many other Honourable
Members, went to school & Combermere School and if
there was ever a humble and modest Combermerian,
certainly Mr. Lawson Weekes was a humble and modest
Combermerian. He was not one to shout out loudly al
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over Barbados™'| went to Combermere.” He was not that
type a al. Sometimes you have to search to discover that
he was, in fact, a Combermerian.

Aside.

Hon. R. C. EASTMQND: | said, Mr. Speaker, if ever
there was a humble and modest Combermerian it was
Lawson Weekes and | am sure that his successor as
Speaker would want to emulate his style.

| found that as a Speaker he was extremdy tolerant.
Certainly in my timein this HonourableHousel can recal
no occasion when he put out any Honourable Member. He
was extremely tolerant. He was the kind of Speaker who
would do his utmost to make sure that Members observed
the rules and he was most reluctant to see the back of
Members during debates.

| found that as a Spesker he was exceptionaly
enthusiastic about the job as Speaker. In fact, | believethis
vay high office had attracted some of the best people to
this high office of Speaker of this House because | notice
that in my time al the Speakers with whom | have been
associated have approached their jobs so enthusiagtically as
not to permit much time for the Deputy Speaker to function
too often. They comeoften. They play their partsand very
seldom do you see our Speakers absent from parliamentary
sessons.

Mr. Weekes took a very active interest, Mr. Speaker,
in the Commonwedth Parliamentary Association. He is
admired and respected in the Commonwed th Parliamentary
Association. He used to dwaystry to persuade Membersto
make the CPA play a greater role. All of us, | believe are
automatically members of the Commonweath
Parliamentary Association but the hard facts are that some
parliamentarians approach the CPA with more vigour than
others. He was vigorous in his involvement in the
Commonwedth Parliamentary Association. In fact, he is
aso very much known for talking about the importance
about Parliament as an ingtitution. Heis the typeof person,
if you stop and speak to him he will reved a particular
alertne$s of intellect which his quiet nature does not often
expect him to speak closely to and heis of the view that in
ay democracy the critical inditution wes and is
Parliament. He felt that Parliament is the place where
democracy should be seen to operate, that Parliament isan
ingtitution that deserves the highest respect and that persons
who are parliamentarians should see themselves as being
honoured to be parliamentarians. He never was of the view
that other ingitutions in our sysem o Government
mattered more than Parliament. He sees Parliament as
danding at the centre, both of democracy and of
Government and he was, in fact, a vey able
parliamentarian.

I remember before he became Spesker he used to
gpeak on mattersto do with health and | was amazed at his
vast knowledge of hedth matters. In fact, | got to know
from some people in the Black Rock area that for a long
time they saw him not only as being their expert on hedth
but as being a very generous pharmacist who was there for
them at every beck and cdll. To this day | am sure that
there are those who will continue to speak fondly o Mr.
Lawson Weekes. | an paticulally sorry at the
circumstances of ill-hedlth that has led to his departure but
| believe this Parliament was well served by him and is a
better ingtitution for having had him.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Mr. Speaker, this is not a day
which | particularly like because it is a day in which we
are saying goodbyeto one of my friendsand colleaguesof
long standing. It is a day which, once again, we are
speaking about someonewho isdemitting this distinguished
gathering o Parliament.

Mr. Speaker, | am probably uniquely able to spesk
about the digtinguished Member who isleaving us because,
first and foremogt, he is my parliamentary representative
and | can say without fear or favour that for the lagt 15
years | have voted without demure every dection during
the 15 years for my friend and colleague. Indeed, as Y our
Honour would know, when one is in the fray onesdf it is
vey difficult to consgder whether one will cast a vote in
One's condtituency.

Many a candidate has been known not to remember
to go to the polls in the place where he or she resides but,
in my own case, it was always the first thing | would do on
eection morning, since |l lived relatively near to my voting
dtation, and it was a pleasure on my way to look after my
own businessto stop and cast my votefor my distinguished
colleague. But that would have been a duty if we were
merely political colleagues. Thereason it was a pleasureis
tha | have known him in the language of the old
Tegtament, "from my youth up* We had, within the
context of the area called Black Rock, lived together al
through these years, he a few years older than | am, but in
many ways he not having been exposed as early to some
o the experiences which | would have been exposed to.

Other Honourable colleagues have spoken of the
gented spirit of the man. Other Honourable colleagues
have spoken about other high qualities of the man S0 |
shdl not dwell on them except to say this, Mr. Spesker. |
know of very few people who have made a contribution to
theciviclife o Barbadosthat can compare with that made
up to now by the digtinguished former Member o
Perliament for St. Michad North West.

Lawson Weekes interest did not begin &t the point of
wanting to be a Member of Parliament. Lawson Weekes
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public and civic life stretches way back when he was very
young and when he recognised, even as a student of
pharmacy while working a a small modest pharmacy in
Eagle Hall and even before then, that serving the public
was a special joy and had a specia recompense.

There is not a person who has visited the drug store
where he apprenticed, there is not a single person who has
visgted the doctor shop which he first created and
subsequently the pharmacy which was his, who will not
speak of him with admiration and approbation because, as
had been demonstrated from the time he was a child, he
showed an interest in personsper se. He was not one who
found people to be means to an end. He was one who
found people to be ends in themsalves.

| am privileged to have caled him friend and will
continue to call him a friend because he has demonstrated
the qudities of a friend even to the point of telling one
when he was unable to agree with one's point of view.

He has a specid quality of people from Black Rock.
| know that everybody who has been born in some
neighbourhood somewhere has some specid affinity for
that neighbourhood and can speak with impunity about the
high qudlities of that neighbourhood. But for those of us
who had the privilege of going to the beaech in the area o
Black Rock, of growing up in rurd Black Rock that
gretches dl the way from the Mentd Hospitd up to Cave
Hill, that had the opportunity to observe the changing scene
in that area over the last 50 years, those of us who hed the
privilege dof growing up in that arenaseem, Mr. Speaker, to
me, & least, to have had a specia dispensation. We were
able to note things and to do things and participate in
things with others which are now regarded as classic in
Barbados. Time does not permit my delinegting al of them
but suffice it to say that it was impossible to live in the
vicinity of Highway 1 and not fed some speciad sense o
being part of Barbados.

240 p.m.

Lawson Weekes and his family constituteone of the
premier families of Black Rock, not one of the richer
families of Black Rock but one of the premier families.
Some years ago when his father died at the ripe old age of
91, | spoke in this Chamber about the beauty o Lawson
Weekes sisters and the envy with which young boys
observed them as they passed going to and fro. | also was
ableto gpesk at the sametime d the discipline which wes
evident in the household of the Weekes family and which
no doubt has been imposed by tha venerable old
gentleman who was his father and it has brought a gentility
to, pardon the expression, these very good looking people
asthey survived in an area that was generally speaking part
o the lower socio-economic sector of Barbados. And yet
collectively there was a strength which attaches to Black
Rock and Tudor Bridge and its surrounding areas which

people who emerge from that area have afeeling of dmost
invincible impregnability. It isa strangeattitude which you
can find in and around people from Eagle Hall, in and
around peoplefrom Black Rock, in and around peoplefrom
Tudor Bridge and Spooners Hill, that whole entire area
because | think in many ways they came to believe that
they were the essenceof what is Barbadian.

That notwithstanding, Mr. Speaker, when eventualy
we were joined together in a politica party, when We hed
reached the age of understanding that civics must give way
to action and we al became part, certainly the Honourable
Member and | became part, of a politicd party | was
privileged to see what is meant by the foot soldiersin a
political party. Lawson Weekes was one of those peoplein
the Democratic Labour Party who had gone through dl o
the stages, who aspired to nothing more than to serve the
people around him through the vehicle of the Party in a
way that would bring a change in the quaity of life o
those among whom we had grown and those who hed
given us much.

In that politica party | observed him functioning in
a democratic system where those from the bottom were
ableto speak to thoseat the top fredly and frankly. | recall,
for example, a debate between Lawson Weekes who was
relatively young and Frank Walcott who brooked no
interferencein his own views of issues of the day. | recdl
that a the end of the debate when this youngster hed
completed what he had to say that there were cheers
around the entire generd council and those cheers were led
by none other than the then Frank Walcott, now Sir Frank
Wacott himsdf. Those were the.vintage days for me o
politics in the Democratic Labour Party and al of the
politics which | have practised in this country over a now
relatively long time have been tinged by some influence of
Lawson Weekes at some point along the way.

When we became the Government in 1971 and when,
in the single member congtituency situation, the opportunity
camefor somerdatively young peopleto become Minigters
d the Crown, Lawson Weekes was among the initid
persons chosen for becoming a Minister of the Crown. |
think it is no secret. It is wel known among politica
circles that had he been & home when the telephone call
went out...

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: But it isfolklore in our party and
we are alowed to tak about it in our party. | do not know
how it is over in yours but we get to tak about these
matters. It is known that had he been a home the course of
higory might have been different. In a sense no one can
determine how fate is going to play the game but | think
that Barbados has been the better because he assumed the
high office of Speaker in this Honourable Chamber.
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Mr. Speaker, as Your Honour now knows and
continuesto investigate and discover the office of Speaker
is an awesome office in the context of democracy in the
British Constitutional system from which we have derived
our own constitutional system. The office of Speaker in the
Commonwealth is a massive office which does not permit
the kind of almost diffidence with which it is noted in
Barbados. As Y our Honour knows, if Mr. Weekes was in
fact demitting office in the United Kingdom as of this date,
he would be assured that he would be visited by a peerage
almost immediately. He would be assured that there would
be a Statute brought into this Honourable Chamber giving
to him an annuity which would be settled on him and his
spouse after his demise if it should occur before hers.

It is the custom for that Chamber from which we
derived our custom to ensure that the office of Speaker is
not contested and | myself hope that in the constitutional
arrangements which will be made through convention,
because | doubt any political party will ever have the
courage to initiate it, but | dare to hope that we might
reach the point where the Speaker, on attaining the office
of Speaker, would have the benefit of seeing that
constituency not contested while he or she remains speaker.
The reason is a very simple one. A Speaker cannot
represent the office of Speaker and represent the
congtituency at one and the same time with equal ability
and what is, | must say, politically deceitful in this country
is that while we now, and fortunately he has not passed and
therefore he will hear what we have had to say because
previousspeakers would not have heard, but while we now
will praise the office of Speaker and he who held the
office, we would still not recognise the necessity for
ensuring that the disability which is imposed on the
acceptance of the office of Speaker is mitigated when we
cometo look at the contest for office 5 yearsor 3 years, or
whatever, thereafter.

2.50 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, you are probably in the unique position
of being able only after assuming the office to understand
not only the veracity but the import of the point which |
am making. Fortunately, for the outgoing Speaker, Mr.
Lawson Weekes, because of our relationship and because
of the proximity of our constituencies we were able to
work out a modus operandi by which many of the
parochial matters which are dealt with by the congtituency
representativecould be taken on by your humble servant by
and with the consent and with the approbation of the
Speaker. Because those niggling things like answering
guestionsof representationand assi sting constituentsto find
solutions to problems, these cannot be as well undertaken
by a person who holds the office of Speaker asit can be by
a person who is free of that particular disability.

Mr. Speaker, the Speaker ought not to be available
and | can say on our side, has not been available in the

councils of the Party after he has been elected. It is not
proper to require of the one who has the responsibility to
presideimpartially over this august body at the same time
be participating in the hurly-burly of competitive palitics
within the political party. For those reasons, in the United
Kingdom abeit with their 800 years of history are not
without some honour and are not unworthy of emulation in
terms of how the presiding officer in the Lower House is
treated in relation to elective politics. Of course, Sir, | am
at the stage where| can have pipe dreams and | will know
that having said this and having been confined to Hansard
that it will pass like a number of other things which have
been said, however worthy, have passed. But it is
something that | would bequeath to the younger members
of this Honourable Chamber to give consideration, not for
Y our Honour, Sir, because the time has long passed when
Y our Honour could benefit and it would be inappropriate
for the situation to arise during this time when the Speaker
o the day could be embroiled in a controversy. But it
seems to me that among the reforms which are being
considered that there ought to be some understanding
between the political partiesthat Speakers of the future, not
the present Speaker and not even the next Speaker, so that
we can make it sufficiently distant and not require any
unnecessary strife, be given the same consideration which
we give judgesin that they are removed from some of the
hurly-burly and the controversy and it will allow them even
more impartially to carry out the responsibility which they
are ostensibly given when they are symbolically dragged
into this Chamber to assume an office which they would
rather not assume.

We know, Sir, that men and one day women because
there is a female Member of Parliament who is now the
Speaker in Britain, that some woman will occupy the place
where Y our Honour now occupies. | would be one to have
no time frame on that, Sir, in the context of this speech,,
But the Honourable Member will have to choose for
himself either by his actions or otherwise wait until when
the time frameis. | believe that that is one of the reforms
which we can usefully consider to allow the Speaker by
some method'to have the access to impartiality without
feeling that he or she has betrayed either the inherent or
apparent interest in his or her political party.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to take a few moments to
disagree with the Leader of the House and the Honourable
Member for St. Michael South Central on some mattersof
congtitutionality.| do not myself believe that the Senateis
a wagte of time and/or resources. | do not contend with
them at any other than intellectual level. But | say this, that
in my 25 yearsin thisHouse | have seen errors committed
here down below which were caught, reflected upon and
returned to this House. If for no other reason than that, the
Upper Place in my mind has served its purpose but there
is more. There has been a measure of reflection which
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has come from the Upper Place, certainly over the last 25
yearsfrom my point of view, which hasfrom time to time
been shown of the absolute political competitivenesswhich
must necessarily occur in this Chamber and to the extent
that Barbados has been the beneficiary of mature or better
dill reflective thought on a particular issue, then the
country can bear that expenditure without demure.

| am satisfied that the choicedf Senate material is the
issue rather than whether we should have a second
Chamber. | an satisfied that we ought to find a
methodology by which a secondary Chamber can be
appointed without necessarily giving the unfair advantage
which now existsand which has awaysexisted over the 30
years between the Opposition and the Government. Lessit
be thought that | am merely taki ng this position from the
seat of the Opposition, let mesay that it isa position which
| have held and on which | have written over the 30-year
period. It ismy view that the country can benefit from two
Chambersand the choices they have would be to have the
second Chamber elected as well except that dl of the
persons would be running at large rather than in
congtituencies. This would dlow for all those who have a
fedling that they wish to participate but who cannot court
a smal congtituency to be seen as nationa persons and |
think that would take account of therecommendationdf the
Honourable Member for &. Michad South Central.

| believethat this country can handle 24 or 28 down
here and not more than 24 up there where the two persons
could either run from the parish at large or al 24 can run
for the country at large so that everybody will have an
opportunity to participate and to get the people to
participate with them rather than their being at the behest
or the largesse of some individuals by however name
styled. | do not believein appointed office to a position of
legidativepower. Positions of |egid ativepower ought to be
determined by the people at large. It is a thesis which |
have championed from the time | was old enough to
understand the issue and it is a thesis which | believe in
and which | will continueto bdievein. So | disagreewith

the Honourable Membersthat the Chamber isusdessor is

duplicative even though | understand the point which they
seek to make.

As to whether Barbados should be a republic or
otherwise, | am not satisfied that that is an issue that
warrants our continued discussion. Either way it goes
unless when we become a republic the Chief Executiveis
going to be chosen by the people, thenit isdl 6 for Paddy
and 4 for Knight. If it is a republic by which the Chief
Executiveis going to haveall 260 000 peopleor whomever
we agree can qualify to vote for that person, then | would
be in favour of that. But otherwiseas they say in the rum
shopsin Tudor Bridge: "Hog is pork." So | an not going
to spend any time worrying about that.

| need to go on though to say a coupleof other things
about the Speaker, Lawson Weekes. He had a number o
testing times. He had an opportunity to demondgtrate his
skill, he had an opportunity to demonstrate his character
and he had an opportunity to use his experience. | think
that it is fair to say that in al 3 of those categories any
fair, impartial and reasonable judge will find that Lawson
Weekes acquitted himsdlf creditably. Clearly, on either side
there will be the observation that at onetimeor another he
did something or something was done while he presided
with which an individua disagreed. Buit it is unlikely that
any Honourable Member in this Chamber can get up ad
with honesty say that he or she was able to detect
partisanship in any ruling which the Speaker of whom we
now speak madein this Chamber. It is highly unlikely that
we could find a person who is reasonable and honest who
would say that they found in Spesker Weekes other than
the highest levels of upholding the tradition of Speakers of
this Chamber.
3.00 p.m.

| believe that from my postion of friend and
congtituent and colleague | could essay to offer thanks to
al those who have spoken glowingly about Lawson
Weekes. This Address, Sir, even though it is required by
the Condtitution and required by the Rules of this House,
isin many wayssymptomatic of how most of us must fedl.
While there are some political personsin this House who
will relish a by-election, | for one cannot say that | look
forward to a by-election when the cause of that by-election
is the demitting of office from this Chamber of my friend
and colleague of long standing. But T think if he were here
he would wish to get up in that smple manner of his and
say to the Honourable Member for St. James South that he
was very moved by thefact that she wasableon aday like
today to make a speech which captured, except for the part
by the bus stop or the sidewak, the essence o the
relationship between hersdlf and Lawson Weekes.

It is interesting, Sir, and | hope the Honourable
Member does not mind nmy saying so, that athough they
were shadowing esch other & a point, when the
Honourable Member for St. James South especidly in her
earlier days would make errors that were obvious to those
of us who have been around for a long time, and while
persons on our side would call for a much stronger
approach to reaction to the Honourable Member, the
sagacity of Lawson Weekes would cometo theforeand he
would remember that his relationship with the Honourable
Member was not merely a political relationship but
extended beyond that to a familial relationship, and he
would indicate that we should be - and | use his words -
gentle with her. There are some of us who have tried our
best with that, Sir, but | would wish to think...

Aside.




3821

Mr. B. M. TAITT: Sheis saying that nobody has ever
been gentle with her? | am not getting into that, Sir. If ever
there was a person who would be gentle with the
Honourable Member for &. James South it was the
Honourable Member who we are now saying goodbye to.

Sir, | would also wish to thank al the other
Honourable Members. He would wish to thank his
colleagues on thissidefor 15 years and more of friendship
and camaraderie and good relations. Thereis no onein the
Demoacratic Labour Party with whom Lawson Weekes has
ever had aquarrd, literdly no one. There are persons with
whom he has had heated discussion, but there is no one
with whom Lawson Weekes has ever had a genuine
quarrel. | do not know how many o the people in this
political party or any political party could make that
particular boast.

Asfor the representation in his constituency,it would
be nothing short of a travesty for anyone to even remotely
raise questions about the qudity o the representation
which Lawson Weekes gave to the people of St. Michad
North West. The people of . Michadl North Wed,
especially those who are among the vulnerable groups,
even as the Honourable Member for the City has said, can
sy without fear of contradiction that Lawson Weekes
provided them with the kind of quality representation..

Aside.

Mr. B. M. TAITT: It is the same thing. The
Honourable Member mugt know that if you have an ache
in your back Thermogeneis the only thing you need. If he
only gave Thermogene to the odd person with an ache in
the back, he provided Phensic and Excedrin, and later on
Tylenol. Many a woman was able to rise up in the morning
a 2 odock with a child with colic and say: ""We want
colic water and | have no money,” and her boyfriend or
hushand could say: “No problem, call Mr. Weekes and he
would bring the colic water without concern about when
the money would come’™ But more then that, the
sympathetic and understanding ear which Lawson Weekes
hasgiven to individuasin their householdsquietly, without
fanfare and without seeking for any kind of encomiums,
Mr. Speaker, is the solid and full tet o the man's

representative capacity.

I recommend to Honourable Members on both sides
that they should seek to emulate the standard o
representation which Lawson Weekes brought to St.
Michad North West. | have, as a congtituent living in the
area, the very wonderful experience of being ableto tak to
them on a daily basis and they will tel you, even those
whose politicsdiffer from his, there was a gentleman, there
is somebody who knows exactly how to ded with people,
and more particularly the women in that congtituency.

Mr. Speaker, the time will come when one will be
able to expound on this at length, but the women in the
congtituency, in particular, those women who were a the
stage of bearing children, those women who now form part
of the elderly, those women who are sometimes the
forgotten breed of Barbadians, will remember Lawson
Weekes fondly for his care and his concern.

Mr. Speaker, in 1559 there was a Spesker, Sir
Thomas Gargrave, and it was said of him:

"If in anything himsdlf should mistake or misreportor
overslip that which should be committed unto him to
declare, that it might without prejudice to the House
be better declared and that his unwilling miscarriage
therein might be pardoned.”

It is that admonition, Sir, that | would close with in
inviting Honourable Members to remember Lawson
Weekes even as we come to a second and perhapsdifferent
era o representation in the condituency of St. Michad
North West. | mysdf will dways be grateful to him and
gpeak from the point of view of my own congtituents and
my fellow condtituentsin St. Michael North West. | put on
record in this Honourable House our thanks and gratitude
for his service. | put on record in this House our high
appreciation of the sacrifices which he made for himsdlf by
himsdlf, with his family, to bring alevel of representation
to us, the congtituents o St. Michadl North West. We wish
him a happy retirement. We hope that he will have many
years free of disability, but to the extent that he is able to
hear our voices we wish him to know that his work was
not in vain and we thank him from the bottom o our
hearts. | am grateful to you.

3.10 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: | would like to associate this
Honourable Chair with the remarks mede about the
Honourable Member. | hope at theend of 15 years | will
hear such remarks about mysdf in the Chair.

| have known the Honourable Member for S.
Michad North West for sometime. During the last 2 years
| got much closer to him as a Member of this Assembly
and | mysdf would like to place on record the tremendous
help that he has been to dl the presiding officers of this
Assembly. | remember clearly when we did meet Mr.
Weekes in Banff at the CPA Conference how we had much
discussion with him and how he did set out to give us
guidance and help and interpreted the Standing Orders for
us

| have dways found Mr. Weekes to be a very
dignified, kindhearted and helpful men who tried at dl
times to give advice and direction to al Members o
Parliament, especiadly the new parliamentarians. | have
been fortunate to spesk to him on many occasions about
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mattersrelating to this House and about the preservation of
parliamentary democracy in our country and | have always
been very impressed by his very knowledgeable insights
and, of course, his very firm stand on the impartiality of
the Chair.

Those of you who know Mr. Weekes well would
know that Mr. Weekes always believed that if there was
one impartial person it should always be the Speaker. He
firmly believes also that speakership is the lynchpin of
parliamentary democracy. He not only believes in
Parliament itself, but he believes that speakership is the
linchpin around which all parliamentary democracy must
revolve. He feels there should always be respect for the
Chair and there must always be at all times adherence to
the Rules and Standing Orders so that parliamentary
democracy could always be enhanced.

He, of course, would have taught me many of the
things | have learnt. He also taught me of course that |
must also be firm, his way of dealing with certain kinds of
indiscretions in the Chamber might have been a little
different from mine but one thing he did teach me was that
if | sent afellow outside, the fellow would still be always
my friend.

| am indeed very hurt and sorry to hear about the
illness of the former Speaker and on behaf of my family
and myself | extend our best wishes to him hoping that he
will recover soon. May | take this opportunity on behalf of
Parliament and everyone here at Parliament, the Clerk, the
Deputy Clerks, all the workers here, to extend our best
wishes to him and hope that he will recover soon.

We wish him well.
The Resolution is therefore passed with acclamation.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speagker, Sir, it is
proposed that the address would be sent to the Private
Secretary of the Governor-General with an accompanying
letter.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, with your permission| would crave
the indulgence of the Honourable House of Assembly to
recommit Government Notices and First Reading of Bills.

Hon. R. N. GREENIDGE: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: | beg to give notice of the
Shops (Amendment) Bill, 1996.

FIRST READI NG OF BILLS

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: | beg to move that the
Shops (Amendment) Bill, 1996 be read a first time.

Hon. R. N. GREENIDGE: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg to
move that Standing Orders 6, 16, 18, 20, 42(5), 43 and 4
be suspended for the rest of this day's sitting.

Hon. R. N. GREENDIGE: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Mr. SPEAKER: Government Business is now the
order of the day.

ORDER NO. 8 - COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

On the motion of Hon. MissB. A. MILLER, seconded
by Hon. R. N. GREENIDGE, Mr SPEAKER |eft the Chair
and the House went into. Committee of Supply, Mr.
W.C.C.CALLENDER in the Chair.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: This House is now in Committee
of Supply.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1996-97 NO. 5
HEAD 34 - MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
AND CULTURE

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, this
supplementary which is before this Honourable Committee
today relates to 4 different sub-programmes, 3 of which
wereincluded in the Rt. Honourable Minister of Finance's
Financial Statement and Budgetary Proposals earlier this
year where he outlined a programme of financial support
for human resource development for a number of
institutions in Barbados on the basis that if we were to
prepare persons to meet the needs of the economy as the
economy was currently changing and if we were to meet
the needs of young people that we would have to ensure
that the available opportunities for training were there for
the large numbers that were applying each year to
institutions in particular programmes but equally to deal
with the issue of the development of young people
generaly to ensure that the structured programmes which
were put in place, two of which were put in place by
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this Administration and one of which is expanded, would
be able to meet their demands as young persons in this
country.

The first item, Sir, sub-programme 4 relates to the
Samuel  Jackman Prescod Polytechnic and  the
supplementary there is for $872 000. In 1995, this
Government expanded the intake at the Polytechnic from
1 400 to 2 000 students, thereby ensuring that larger
numbers of persons were able to access training since the
demand clearly was there with the number of applications
throughout the years.

3.20 p.m.

In addition, we took the step of establishing two new
computer laboratories with 25 computers each because a
number of the technological processes which are being
used in today's world tend to be computer based and unless
therefore your training reflected those technologica
improvements, you would find that you would be training
persons who would not be able to service the needs
generdly in the economy for the skills required.

That was 1995. We understood then that it would be
pat o a phased programme and phase 2 took place
actudly in this financia year and as a result of the
Honourable Prime Minigter's support in his Budgetary
Proposals for this dlocation of $872 000 to the
Polytechnic. This money is envisaged to meet the full cost
of expansion to be able to carry the Polytechnic now from
the2 000 which it was at in 1995 to 2 500 students which
were admitted last month, that being the first month of the
academic year for the 1996/97 academic year a the
Polytechnic.

Of course, Sir, once you expand student numbers you
have dlso to look at curriculum offerings. You have to look
a personnel matters. You haveto look at matters pertaining
to materials because once you have larger numbers o
persons particularly where they are consumable materids
you have to be able to provide more materias, and most
importantly, you have to review the question of thelevd o
technology availablein the plant and, indeed, the state of
the plant given the fact that there was very little upgrading
or maintenanceover thelast 5 yearsin respect of the plant
a the Polytechnic.

That sum aso, Sir, relates to the question of the
establishment of a third computer [aboratory to be able to
continue to expand the training in offerings that are
technologically based. | think people would be aware that
the Polytechnic has a very strong printing department. It
adso has its own printery which a lot of people do not
know. Equally, it has anumber of curriculum offeringsthat
require autocan designs in order to be able to effectively
teach persons who are studying in technical areas relating

to design, engineering capacities and indeed, matters
relating to civil and electrica engineering in particular.

This third computer labcratory, Sir, is expected to be
set up very shortly. These funds will support the
establishment of that third laboratory, the expanson to
2 500 students and the further introduction of even newer
curriculum offerings, In 1995 we added another 11 subjects
and this year we have added more again because weredize
that there were a number of key areas that were not being
catered to with respect to the provision of training, aress
relating to small engine repair which could deal both with
things like mechanica engines on land as well as catering
to the fishing industry, matters pertaining to landscaping
because a lot of hotels, for example, wanted people who
had at least a basic proficiency in respect of landscaping
and gardening, areas relating to craft design for persons
who wanted to go, perhaps, into some form of individua
entrepreneurid activity, and that type of new curriculum
offerings which have been given.

Weredlise, Sir, too that therewereother areaswe hed
to expand given the fact that there were expansionsin the
economy causing the need for additional personstrained in
those aress. | speak specifically of things like carpentry,
plumbing and masonry. | am glad to say that the Training
Boad itsdf is dso expanding its offerings there. The
Training Board's programmes tend to be a far more on
hand practica programme. Indeed, | think only this
morning the Rt. Honourable Prime Minister opened the
house which was built by the persons involved in the
Training Board's Skills Training Programme. It is an
excedllent project because it brought together dl the skills
that were available within the Training Board to ensurethat
an entire project could gtart from scratch and be completed
giving the youngsters an opportunity to see their work in
its full glory as opposed to just their work as a carpenter,
or ther work as a mason, or their work as a tiler.

The Polytechnic's courses tend to be usudly in terms
o the full programme two years and in terms o the
evening programme as wdl two years, but a lesser
programme than the full day's programme and therefore
tends to bealittle more technical than that which is offered
by the Training Board which is only 9 months.

We remain committed as a Government, Sir, to
continue theexcd lent work which the Polytechnic is doing
in seeking to provide training for youngsters. We have
taken one fundamenta decision which has also dlowed us
to be able to expand largely because we have removed the
necessity for certificates as an entry qudification t the
Polytechnic. There are too many people coming out o the
system who would not be able to satisfy that requirement.
We bdievethereis afundamenta problem with the type of
certification in Barbados. It is not a problem that can
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be corrected overnight and we are still working to the
establishment of aform of new secondary certification by
19098.

In the meantime, you have to be able to provide
opportunities for people to go on to advanced training
without pendising them for the fact that the systern needs
timein order to put into place a sound and credible system
of certification. Too often we tend to seek to certify people
for what they do not know instead of what they know.

The change in qudification requirements a the
Polytechnic is significant. What we do however insist on
dill is that they sit an examination to dlow us to be able
to know at whet level they are so that we can provide for
their needs when they come into the actua classes.
Therefore, the exam is till there but it is not a quaifying
examination. It is merely an examination to assist us in
knowing what level these students really are &t.

Theother key thing too, Sir, is that we are looking at
how we can expand further a the Polytechnic on the
existing side because there is nothing that says that this
type of technica and vocationa training should only be
doneon the basis of a nhorma primary or secondary school
year. There is nothing that says that we cannot run the
courses according to different time periods, in other words,
running six months straight or running programmes that
dlow you to have a better use of your plant largely
because the plant is down for amost haf of the year and
cetainly in terms of weekends as well as summer
vacations, Christmas vacations, Easter vacations you are
not getting your return back on your plant or your
investment in terms of your trainers. We therefore believe
there has to be a review of the manner in which the
Polytechnic delivers its courses and that, in fact, is under
view.

There has dready been a study which has been
carried out. Phase One has been completed. We anxioudy
awvait within the Ministry of Education further
recommendations how that can be achieved. We are also
looking at how we can useexisting secondary school plants
which are dready equipped, very often, with a lot of the
equipment that would be used in the Polytechnic's
programmesas satellite sites for the delivery of training in
the Polytechnic. It is, in fact, done a two or three schools
a the primary and secondary level now but we believe we
can expand it even further rather than having to look for
$10 million to $15 million to build a second Polytechnic
because after 3 o'clock most schools, Technicd and
Vocationa Workshopsare closed down. Most of the Home
Economics classrooms and flats are closed down. We feel
we can drategicaly choose three or four schools across
Barbados to expand the intake a the Polytechnic even
further so | look forward to the receipt o those
recommendations.

| want to use this opportunity to congratulate the
Chairman, Board and staff for an excellent job. There will
have to be some further administrativechangesin terms of
more support staff because you cannot expand to these
numbers without the requisite administrative staff aso
being available.

We have also taken the decision to establish a post
which alowsfor liaising between the Polytechnic and the
private sector S0 that we are capableof knowing the needs
o the private sector particularly in the technical areas on
a more readily basis and be able therefore to adjust the
content of the curriculum to match the technologica
changes taking place in enterprise and the private sector.

| am happy, Sir, to be associated with this request for
the Supplementary of $872 000. It continues to show this
Government'scommitment to the provision of technica and
vocationd education to those youngsters who want smply
an opportunity to be able to learn something. | keep saying,
Mr. Chairman, that any young person under 25 should not
seek to go for work unlessthey have a skill or a certificate
to be able to give someone a reason to hire them. At the
end of the day when you want your roof fixed, you look
for a carpenter. When your stomach is hurting you, you
look for a doctor or a nurse, or even a pharmacist. When
your child gets in trouble, you look for a lawyer. When
your walls need fixing, you look for a mason. When your
snk needs fixing you look for a plumber. You have as a
young person to give people a reason to hire your services
if not they will only give ybu money when they fed
generous and you will continueto be dependent on people
for handouts or for generosity in order to survive in this
world. That is not wha any of us in this Honourable
Chamber want for young people in this country. We
therefore believe that it is imperative to expand
opportunities for training in this country to ensure that
these young persons are capableof making a livelihood for
themsaves and that they can do so in areas that are
matched to the direction in which the economy is growing
s0 that we can have the opportunity to ded with the
unemployment problem.
3.30 p.m.

The Honourable Prime Minister said only a few
weeks ago and said it very succinctly and it is true that the
challenge relating to the employment problem in Barbados
is that there are too many unskilled people for too few
unskilled jobs. All of usin here know that a person who
has skills has a chance of getting a job within a reasonable
period of time but persons who are without skills really
present a problem because you have to look at only afew
available jobs in order to be able to accommodate them in
respect of employment.

Now we also believe that entrepreneurial activity,
sdf-employment, is a vaid area of activity. | fed very
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gtrongly, Mr. Chairman, that for example vending must be
accommodated as much as possible and that we should not
a dl seek to criminalise anybody who is only seeking to
eke out a living for themselves or their family. And |
therefore support the action of the Honourable Minister of
Agriculture and the Honourable Minigter of Public Works
to ensure that as much market space can be built in this
country to accommodate people who want to provide for
themselvesand | therefore welcome the congtruction of the
Pametto Street Md| and the construction which is about to
gtart on the Cheapside Market.

Indeed, | know of my own knowledge that they are
dso looking for a further site to be able to expand
accommodation because sdf-employment and the
entrepreneuridd  scheme mugt ‘be a valid point o
employment for personsin thiscountry, becausewe believe
strongly in that entrepreneuria activity.

Mr. Charman, Sir, we have dso facilitated
conaultation between the Polytechnic and the Youth
Entrepreneurship Scheme to make sure that adl persons
atending the Polytechnic, some o them get it now, from
next year take someform o businessclass so that they are
capable of understanding the basic rudiments of business
because even if you are working as a plumber very often
you are self-employed and you need to know how to cost,
you need to know how to buy your materiadls and put on
your mark up. You need to know how to get further
business for yourself. | remember two weeks ago a young
lady came to me saying she was looking for a job. When
| asked her what she could do she said she could sew. |
said, "but are you sewing?' She sad "yes'. Then | said,
""how much do you make when the week comes?’ Shesaid,
"well on a bad week, between $90.00 and $100.00." I said,
"what about a good week?' She said, " maybe $350.00." |
said, "how often?" She said, "'a Crop Over, when children
are going back to school and when there is a big bank
holiday weekend." Mr. Chairman, | told her, "your problem
is not that you need a job. You need to find out how you
can expand the market to make sure that you have
continubus income at a certain level throughout the year."
And we have been able to get that young lady into the
Y outh Entrepreneurship Schemeand | hope that during the
period of training for the next nine months she will be able
to develop the knowledge necessary because she never
went to anybody and asked for business yet. Any business
she was able to get she sat down a home and hoped to
receive.

Now there is no business in Bridgetown who will
wait for people to come to them. You market and let
people know what range of goods you have available. So
that | an saying that small entrepreneurs, particularly those
who are seeking to acquire skills at the Polytechnic must
be made aware o the basic rudiments of business so that

they understand how to cost. She did not have in her heed
that she could cost to include her labour, or that she could
cost to include dectricity in her home using the sewing
machine, none o that. So these are things that we have to
be able to achieve.

There are some things, Sir, that are critical to the
overal development of that person and we want to ensure
that these training institutions offer them. The Polytechnic
clearly is the ingdtitution that offers the largest number of
persons that type of technical skills supported ably by the
Nationad Training Board and itswork in the SkillsTraining
Programme and the apprenticeship programme,

The second head relaes to the Barbados Community
College for a sum of $500 000 and this is to expand the
Information Technology courseat the Community College.
Beforethissupplementary the College offered a programme
for the associate degree in Science and Technology and the
certificate in Information Technology. These courses
catered to 341 persons and will now be expanded to
accommodate 570 persons. Starting this year -we have
expanded the gaff as wdl as the number of persons being
able to enter.

Onceagain this year we have expanded the offerings
as well as the number of persons being able to enter and
we have introduced the new Advanced Diploma in
Information Technology which will be used for persons
applying for the Associate Degree. The expansion from 341
persons to 570 persons took placelast month because that
is when the admissions took place, so tha we have
increased that by over 230 which isin fatt an increase o
over 70% in admissionsin Information Technology

Theredlity is, Mr. Chairman, that the IDC is bringing
alot of companiesinto this country that are coming in at
the high value added level of the informatics industry and
who simply are not looking for peoplewho can key in dda
done anymore but who are looking for people who can
bring greater skills both in terms of the application of the
hardwareas well as the development of software. We want
to continue expansion in thisarea. Thisisredly just afirst
shot because we believe that Barbados sound educational
sysem in terms of basicsis a platform competitive in this
areain a way that alot of other countries will not be able
to ke competitive. The redlity however is that the training
processis dways a medium-term programme and to that
extent we will not see persons coming out with these
additional things for another 2 years in order to enter the
private sector. But if you do not do it now you will not be
able to market Barbados as a prime location in wiich you
can get the level of gaff who are capable of ¢ ding
these high vaue added servicesin theinformation industry.
This dso has implications for persons doing graphic arts
because any of us who use a computer know that the user
friendly environment of computers have now ensured that
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the drawings and graphics of a computer programmeis as
critica to the user now as the actual gpplicationsin respect
of the bindery codes, et cetera.

340 p.m.

This$500 000 is not the tatal sum for the allocation,
but the Community College was able to find some money
within its budget. This $500 000 will dlow them to
implement this whole programme. It will meaen having to
hue additional staff. It will mean having to buy more
ingtructional material, software programmesand magazines.
It will also mean having to buy 60 new Pentium computers,
scanners, laser printers, chairs and desks so that you redly
can get an idea of the fact that there is truly a massive
expansion moving from 341 to 570 persons. As | said, this
isonly the first shot and | redly would like and hope that
I can come back to this Honourable Chamber every year
for the next few years asking for an increased sum to be
able to expand these offerings.

The third item that | will deal with, Sir, relatesto the
Y outh Affairs Programmewhere thesum of $1.759 million
is being requested from this Honourable Committee. This
is to be able to execute a number of key areasin the Youth
Programmeswhich we have availablebefore us. Theredlity
is, Sir, that we established in April, 1995 a division o
Y outh Affairs and by June we had on the ground a youth
development programme. We aso established in August,
1995 a youth entrepreneurs scheme and during 1995 we
expanded the intake of the Barbados Youth Service and
moved its headquarters from Grazettes Community Centre
to the former St. Lucy Navad Base at Harrison's Point and
indeed we moved numbers from 100 to 250 taking in two
batches of 125 each but staggering the intake throughout
the calendar year. These fundsare specificdly to dlow us
to honour the commitment o the expanded mass based
training in the Youth Development Programme. Many of
you will be aware that we have been carrying out
programmesin which we have been taking in 1500 persons
and training them in cultural and sports activities over
10-week period and it has made a tremendous differenceto
a number of young people across the communitiesin this
country.

Indeed, when we did our youth survey across the
idand, one of the significant things that was discovered
was that there was a level of inactivity in club or structured
group activity. The Honourable Member for St. Michad
South East is wdll aware of thissince he is involved in one
of the few functioning clubs across communities in
Barbados. We therefore felt that where you had numbers
showing only one in a hundred persons involved in a
culturd club, only onein ten personsinvolved in a sports
club and over 35 per cent doubting the existence or the
validity of religion, that it was critical that we organized
focal activitiesto be able to encourage persons to become
involved in structured supervised activity. It mattered not
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whether that activity is football, cricket, hockey, basketry,
drama or drumming. Once you get them there, you teach
them the badc skills and, having taught them the basic
skills, a number of thingscan happen. One, there will bea
few who fed that this is something that | can continue to
do and will want to go on and pursue further training in
this area. Indeed, with the establishment of the Associate
Degree now in the Performing Arts, Fine Arts and the
Bachelor of Fine Arts which started last month at the
Community College, thereisample opportunity for persons
to go on to advance training in cultural activitiesin this
country today. We are proud of the implementation of
those programmes.

There are some who may not want to go on to
advance training. But what you have done by exposing
them to the basic rudiments of that mass based training in
those areas whether in sports or culture is that you have
laid thefoundation for the creation of an audience, because
people can now understand what is good football or whet
is good basketry or drumming. They can now appreciate
the standard of performance in those particular areas or
wark in those particular areas. You therefore create the
bass on which it becomes possible for the cultura and
sportsindustries in Barbadosover a period of timeto move
to a semi-professiona and then professiond status having
created that audienceand the demand as well as thecriteria
for peopleto be able to judge performanceand judge work.
That, Sir, was one of the motivating factors behind the
establishment of that mass based training.

Equally, Sir, we also felt that it was critica to be able
to have people off the street and become involved in
activitiesthat taught them something. Unfortunately, there
was an absence of alot of mass based community training
for anumber of yearsin this country and we fed that it is
the mogt critical aspect in terms of providing non-formal
education at the community level. | hope'very shortly...

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member has one
more minute,

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Yes, Sir. | hope very
shortly with the Director of Youth Affairs to meet with the
pastors and priests of every single church in this country,
parish by parish to get them involved in the mobilization of
young persons for further mass based training and dso for
theestablishment of clubs. Thefirst mass based programme
from January to the end of March trained 1400 personsand
indeed over 8 clubs that are still functioning today came
out of that programme. Hence, there was the establishment
o the sports rdly and the exhibition of works and the
performance d them. The second started | believe in July
this year and that also was accompanied by an advanced
training module for those persons who participated in the
first one but who wanted to learn a little more in the
second one. There are some other matters that 1 will
address when | return, Mr. Chairman.
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| beg to move that Head 34 stand part.
Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: | beg to second that, Sir.

Mr. H. F. LASHLEY: Mr. Chairman, | rise on this
occasion more or less to express my sincere sentiments
towards the Minister of Education with the youth package
which she has just put forward in terms of the devel opment
for the youth of this country. 1 do not believe that
Parliament is a building that we just come in here and do
political grandstanding just for the sake o it. As | have
dways enunciated in this Honourable Chamber over the
last 2 years and a couple of months, al of us in this
Chamber should be diverting our energiesand attention to
the development of the youth in our country. Basicdly, |
believe that the youth in our country have the mogt energy
to expend. But certainly, Sir, | would like to congratulate
her Ministry for the mass based training programme that
they recently enacted particularly in cultural and sporting
activities throughout this entireidand. Sir, let me say this.
| see absolutely no reason and | say absolutely no reason
why every single hard court in Barbados should not be
lighted. Let me explain that, Sir. We traditionally in
Barbados aways believed that sport is an exercise that
when you finish work you run home and change your
clothes, go on the field and play, and then at 6 o'clock
when it gets dark you go home and deep.

3.50 p.m.

What we have to do in the new dispensation of
things, as we move into the 21st century, is to create
activities, particularly after 6 o'clock, for our youth. So |
am asking the Minister of Finance to put more funds into
the Minigry of Youth Affars and Community
Development, particularly Community Development,
because| believewe have to make communitiesmore self-
sufficient and independent rather than being dependent on
the various Government Departments and on Government
itself. We must cut that umbilical cord of support at some
time by asking community organisations not to be
subservient to the various Government Departments. That
iswhy | dways preach the modd of Pinelands throughout
the length and breadth of Barbados and throughout the
Eastern Caribbean, becauseit has been a successful modd.

In addition to that, Sir, if we could get al the hard
courts in Barbados lighted, it means that we would cut
down on the crimina activity that is currently at ahigh rate
among our youth. | want to makeacall in this Honourable
Chamber for mini-stadiums to be placed in all the housing
areas, because the only gtadium in Barbados is heavily
overworked. The gymnasium fills a medium breech and
does not reach out to the mass sports, except basketball. If
you build mini-stadiums in the communities, particularly
those with housing areas, then we will do a lot to hdp
promote sporting activitiesand make the clubs within those

housing areas earn money to employ a lot of the youth
within those respective communities.

I an awaystalking about innovativethings we have
to initiate. We cannot look back, we have to look forward,
and the private sector has a serious role to play in this
regard. Government and the communities al one cannot do
it, the private sector has a very strong role to play in
hel ping to further develop thecommunities. If wecould get
the private sector to play its part in supporting Government
and the communitiesin order to enhance the image of the
communities, we would have more settled and conscious
communitiesin Barbados.

Sir, as | said, we are going into the 21t century and
if we cannot be innovative in our thinking, if we keep
looking back - dthough we have to look back to
understand where we are at now and in order to go forward
- | believe we are doomed to failure. | an making a
further call for the transforming of all the newer secondary
schoal halsinto theatre hals. | know it is going to take a
lot of money, but the Ministry of Finance should make
those funds available to the Ministry of Education and
Youth Affairs. If we introduce drama and dance into the
curricula o particularly the newer secondary schoals, the
end result would be that when those students come back
into the community there will be a high leve o
participation in activitiesthey love best.

Recently, Sir, | was in Trinidad and the Ministry o
Sportsand Y outh Affairs there embarked on a programme
they cdled the Super Five Concept. | tried it a a micro-
level within St. Michad South East, but let me explain
what this whole concept is about and | hope the Ministries
in Barbados adopt it, You know, we aways have this
competitive thing that if one nation does something,
because we are supposed to be ahead of them, we cannot
do it. The point is that it is working. There are five basic
disciplines they explore and initiate - cricket, soccer,
volleyball, basketbal and athletics. They get the best
coaches they have in Trinidad at the moment and divert
them into the communities, then they bring together al of
the communitiesand they compete against one another for
the Super Five trophy, which is sponsored by the private
sector in Trinidad. Hereisatypicd exampled the private
sector and Government working hand in hand to help dedl
with some of the problems that are currently affecting the
youth and finding solutions to the problems that confront
the youth.

Culturdly, Sir, | believe that in order to encourage
more interaction among our communities we should
embark on what | call aPrimeMinister's, or it could bethe
Governor-Generd's or the Minister of Education's Best
Village competition. This could be like NIFCA, which
takes on a face of a schools competition, but we could

a_—
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add a further dimension to it. If we could get dl the
communitiesin Barbados to compete against one another
culturally, have preliminariesat the community level and
then bring all the best communities into one show at
Kensington Oval or the National Stadium o compete for
the PrimeMiniger's Best Village trophy - or the Governor-
Generd's, or whatever you choose to call it — | think this
will augur well for the harmonious interaction of al the

communitiesin Barbados.

Sir, it is at this point | want to say a few words o
congratulationsto North StarsSocia and Cultural Club out
of Crab Hill, St. Lucy. Here is a group of young people
working congtructively together to build a pavilion and a
community centre on their own. When you see effortslike

that you tend to believethat thereis still hopefor the youth |

and we mugt try to help them. | have been calling on ‘the
private sector also to assist thisgroup in S Lucy in trying
to find a place where the community could gather and
interact.

Sir, one of the most touching lectures | have heard
was by RPB (Red Plagtic Bag, Stedson Wiltshire) on
August 7 when he was taking to the Police Boys and
Girls Sports Club. Thislecturedealt with self-esteem and
redly reached out to the youth. We need more people in
our society, role modes, to come out and give of their time
occasiondly to help buildthe moraleand self-esteem o the
youth. | was very happy with that. While | am extending
congratulations, | adso wat to extend a hit o
congratulations to the Public Relations Department of the
Roya Barbados Police Force, because | keep saying that
we in Barbados always like to dea with the effect and
forget the causes. it is through the work of the Royd
Barbados Police Force community outreach programmes,
when crime was a a high levd and they put ther
community officers within the housing areas, it helped to
stabilise those communities. Those officers from the Royd
Barbados Police Force who are currently working in the
communities are doing a fantastic job. In Barbados we
dways bdieve that when we are talking about the lawv we
have to flex muscles, but | say we have to start flexing our
brains, more and we need more programmes. | would like
the HonourableMinigter in futureto put in a subventionfor
that particular programmethe Royal BarbadosPoliceForce
has worked out, athough | know it falls under the Minister
responsible for Legal Affars, but it is one due for
consideration.

The Barbados Landship has been around for
approximately 130 years. The Honourable Member for St.
Michadl East is reminding me that virtually they started in
Licorish Village, My LordsHill. | know one dof thearms of
the Landship dtarted there, | am not sureif the man thing
darted there, but this organisation has been around for
approximately 130 years and | thind ther current

subventionisin the range of $2 000. | know that whenever
there is a mgjor event in Barbados you could cal on the
services of the Barbados Landship and al they ask you to
doisto providealittle transportation and a little stipend at
thetime. | believe that next year when you are looking at
the Estimates you should look at increasing the subvention
to the Barbados Landship.

400 p.m.

Also, Sir, it would be remiss of meif this Honourable
Chamber and time dlows me and | don't ask for a
subvention for the Pindlands Creative Workshop which
recently had some scathing attacks, but | will not go into
that. The fact is that | am making a further cal to the
Minigter for a subvention for the Pindands Credtive
Workshaop.

The Pindands Creative Workshop has been in
existence for well over 20 yearsand has set up a mode for
community development throughout this country. Right
now the Pinelands Creative Workshop is the secretariat o
the regional, cultural grassroots fusion that involves the
idands of Trinidad and Tobago, St. Lucia, the French
idands of Martinique and Guadeloupe, Antigua and even
Venezuda. It is afact. They now have extension arms in
New York and Canada

In addition to that, the work that they are doing at
home in terms of pushing the youth entrepreneurs within
the community of itself is laudable. | think wha the
Workshop needs now at a transition point is a subvention
to help with administrativeduties. As | said, Sir, we have
to sever this umbilica cord. We have to make community
organisations independent rather than dependent. If we are
going to do that, Sir, we have to cal collectively, cal on
dl those organisations, the business sector out there, to
collaborate...

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member has one
more minute,

Mr. H. F. LASHLEY: .. and the community
organisations so that these communities can become
sdf-sufficient.

One fina warning, Sir. | attended an NGO Summit
Meeting in Trinidad and the point was made that when you
get the leaders of the community based organisations or
CBOs angry and you do not support them in the work that
they are trying to do within the communities they have no
other alternativebut to enter the political fray to make sure
that the communities of themselves get what they desire.
So that is just a warning.

Finally, Sir, let me say that again | am making acal
for these organisations to have a subvention and | hope
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that the Minister of Finance is listening to me because |
will be expecting that next year | will be able to hear the
Honourable Minister of " Education coming to this
HonourableChamber withrheavy sumsof money to support
her Minigtry under the Head: Communities in Barbados. |
want to thank you at this moment, Sir.

Hon. Sir HAROLD St. JOHN: Mr. Chairman, | am
happy to speak on this Resolution and to commend the
Honourable Minister of Education on her report of the
progress made by the Minigtry of Education under this
Government in expanding opportunities for technical and
vocationd training a our premier vocaiond training
institution, the Polytechnic. This is an area of activity on
which the Government has placed great emphasisand it is
a great pity that the emphasis that was placed on this
activity was interrupted in the period 1986 to 1994. There
cannot be any doubt about it that far from going forward
in that period, in this area, Barbados went backwards.

Aside.

Hon. Sir HAROLD St. JOHN: | want you to speak
because the record spesks for itsdlf. A programme of a
comprehensive nature to deliver technica and vocational
education to the young people of Barbados so as to ensure
tha they were equipped with some level of skill,
particularly those who were not able to benefit from a strict
academic type education, was devised as long ago as the
early 80s and implementation started with the concept o
the National Training Board as a premier ingtitution
running padle with the Samuel Jackman Prescod
Polytechnic.

We, unfortunately, went through that period when the
run-down took place not only of the Polytechnic but of the
sills training activities. | am glad to see tha that
wonderful building that was constructed with the idea that
it should be used as far as possible nearly ever month of
the year so that its capacity for delivery would be at its
greatest. Somedf theseconcepts| heard the Minister speak
of today, but thisis not the first Minister to spesk of the
fact that the Polytechnic, because of the large amount of
money that it costs, because of the functions that it could
usefully perform in this community, should be used to the
maximum. | remember there was a Minister of Education
here that used to say that even granny should be able to
have access to the facilities of the Polytechnic because we
should become a society which should never rest upon its
laurelsand we should be continuoudly upgrading-our skills.
We should be using our spare time to make sure that we
widen our skill base.

Sir, we are told today and we must not hideit. The
Honourable Minister must proclaim it from every roof top.
She mugt not hideit. 1 want to be specific. We haveamost

doubled the intake of students at the Polytechnic. That is
no mean achievement. That meansthat if you weretraining
a 1 000 before you are training 2 000 now. Thet is o
meen achievement. If they were training 1 500 beforethey
have 3 000 in there. That is an unheard concept to
Honourable Members on the Other Side.

| know that the Honourable Members on the Other
Side had very good intentions but they werenot backed up
by their colleagues at the Cabinet level with the resources
nor with the commitment. And you haven't heard al
because that is only from the forma institutional side, the
Polytechnic side. Thereare afew problems associatedwith
the Polytechnic and | would like the Honourable Minister
to tell us how they have been dealt with. The Democratic
Labour Party left a number o disgruntled teachers at the
Polytechnic who were dissatisfied with thegradelevel s that
were assigned to their quaifications. There cannot be any
doubt about that. There were a number of outstanding
mattersin relation to qualificationsand remuneration at the
Polytechnic. There were a number of people who were
actingin pogts. | don't believein hiding thesematters. They
are matters that you have to grapple with and the
politicians have to grapple with it, not thg functionaries.

| keep saying, Sir, that my experienceof 30 yearsis
that a functionary has a permanent job, a politician does
not have any permanent status. A functionary therefore
does not have to be as vigorous in the pursuit of decision
making andexecution asapolitician. A politician'sfunction
is to deliver. Therefore, in these matters politicians must
see that the functionariesfunction. Thisisafact of life. If
you don't believe it, you will soon learn. The postion is
clear that there are certain decisions that have to be taken
however hard they are.
4.10 p.m.

If you have people who are dissatisfied as teachers
because they fed their qualifications are not being
recognised in relation to academic subjects, if they fed
their remuneration scale is not what it should be having
regard to the utility of what they are doing, you have to
grapple with those problems. You cannot push them on a
fileand writealot of verbiageon the notes of it and judtify
why it cannot be and so forth. You have to ded with it. |
hope the Honourable Minister will be able to tell us how
that has been dedlt with. | know it is alegacy she received.
The Democratic Labour Party did not deal with it for 10
years. That is afact.

Sir, the second area is that at some time a basc
decision has to be taken whether we are going to ~ontinue
with this misnomer known as a polytechnic. It confuses
people dl the time. For years we have been pointing out
that when you deal with people from abroad their concept
of what is a polytechnic is completely different from
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what we in truth and in fact have here. We have to decide
in our minds whether we are going to continue with this
because it is confusing also to alot of young children.

There are people who go through the academic
sream. They get their 4 or 5 “O” Levels and then they go
to the Polytechnic to do specific areas of activity and they
tell you that they are doing post-graduate work when in
wruth and in fact the qualificationsthey are getting are the
City and Guilds or the equivalent which is the equivaent
to the GCE that we have. For years | have been trying to
find out from those people who are responsible for
education why is it that we go through the wadtage o
having a whole mass of secondary ingtitutions and till
people go right through those ingtitutions to age 18 then to
go back to what is essentially a secondary indtitution. |
believealot of the activity in certain areas that isdone at
the Polytechnic could usefully be done at the secondary
schoals, particularly some of the vocational education.

If you go to the United Statesd Americaand you go
to a High School, some of us have relatives there, a lot of
the subjects you see being taught & the Polytechnic are
taught in the Technical Wing of the High School and they
do not have al this confusion we have here in Barbados.
That is another matter that should be dedt with. | do not
wish in any way for it to befelt that we wish to downgrade
the Samue Jackman Polytechnic but what | want to seeis
alogicd dlocation of alabel for people to understand that
the Polytechnic in essence is a trade school and a
vocational or technical school. That is, in essence, what it
is. By no means can it be classed as a tertiary indtitution
smilar to what a polytechnicisin other parts of the world.

This confusion caused theWorld Bank nearly to force
the Government to create a great injustice to this country
because they were the people that were saying, and the
Demoacratic Labour Party agreed with it, | understand, that
you should charge people there et that level for the courses
they do at the Samue Jackman Prescod Polyclinic because
of the name that you gave it. These people come from
abroad, and they say a polytechnic in England is a
univerdsity, a polytechnic everywhere in the world is a
universty so if you have one here it mugt be the same
thing. So, Sir, this is another problem we have.

| dsoam strongly of the view, Sir, that there should
be some decentrdisation o the activities of the
Polytechnic. Even the Honourable Member for the north |
an sure will agree with me that the basic thing is that
some d the activitiesshould be decentralised becauseit is
a little hard, in my opinion, for people from the northern
part o Barbados to have to come up to the Polytechnic to
receive their technicd education. That is a fact.

Now, Sir, | wat aso to make sure that the
Honourable Minister emphasizes the fact that it is the

Government's declared policy that the activities of the
Polytechnic and the Skills Training Programme have to be
dovetailed and aso that both of those activities are
dternatemethods of delivering skillstraining and technical
and vocationd training to people in Barbados. It must dso
be combined with a scheme to ensure that people who
leave these ingtitutions are settling into a well-recognised
and forma apprenticeship scheme in those trades where
that method of training post ingtitutional training tekes
place. That is why the Nationa Training Levy will once
again be used not only to supplement the resources of the
Polytechnic, and to provide the base for the National Skills
Training Programme, but the apprenticeship scheme. | an
looking forward to hearing the Honourable Minister o
Labour and Community Development explain his side o
the equation because you mugt not look to the
Government's programme only in the context of doubling
the entry to the Polytechnic, the Y outh Service, the Youth
Entrepreneur Scheme and the various other schemes but
you mugt look at it in the context ...

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member has one
minute more.

Hon. Sr HAROLD &. JOHN: Yes Sir, a vay

~convenient time. You must look at it in the context of that,

plus the Skills Training Programme, plus the
Apprenticeship Scheme, and this is only the beginning.
This is only two years. | have no doubt that this
programme is of such significance that it forced the
HonourableMember for &. Michael South East to speak in
the vein in which he spoke because the only thing he
omitted to do was to congratul ate the Honourable Minigter.
| know from the tone and content of his speech that he
wanted to do that but thisis politics. Heredlly could not do
that on the floor of the House. He will do that outside, Sir.

Mr. D. &. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Chairman, | must
admit that when one listens to the Honourable Member for
Chrigt Church South, one can only be enlightened,and then
one can only get the facts. | have dways wached and
listened to this Honourable gentleman and | have aways
admired his truthfulness since | was in here.

| mugt congratulate him for explaining to this
Assembly how the Honourable Minister of Education hes
been able to relieve the Government of its own
employment problem, and that is, that she has skillfully
been able to take the people from being unemployedto be
into training centres and be removed from the ream of
unemployment.| must admit, Sir, hearing a speech like that
coming after Sunday when they were patting themsdveson
their backs, | mugt congratulatemy friend, the Honourable
Member for Christ Church South.

Mr. Chairman, when we are dealing with the Samuel
Jackman Prescod Polytechnic, we must admit that
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if Government is serious about the Polytechnic, then they
cannot dlow the Minister of Agricultureto sell the Hope
Dairy Far mand that the agricultural sideof the Polytechnic
should be removed from St. Miched.

Hon. R. C. EASTMOND: On a point of order, Sir.
The Miniger of Agriculture has not sold the Hope Dairy
Farm. In recent days | have sold nothing.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Chairman, that is not
apoint of order because| did not say he had sold it. | said
we cannot alow himto sell it. What | an saying is that we
must keep the Hope Dairy Farm and that should be
atached to the Samuel Jackman Prescod Polytechnic and
the dairy sidedf that ingtitution should go to &. Lucy. The
Minister assures me that heiskeeping the Hopeand he has
aso consdered my wish of transferring it to the Samue
Jackman Prescod Polytechnic so | thank you very much,
Sir.

4.20 p.m,

Mr. Chairman, we are building false hope in this
country. Every time there is an unemployment situation in
this country, we keep telling the young people that we
would provide more opportunities for them to train but the
only regrettable thing about it, Sir, we are not providing
opportunities for those young people after they have
finished training to find employment.

Mr. Chairman, my party of which thelate, great Errol
Barow was the leader, once sad that we should stop
buying new cars and recondition the cars we have. You
know, Sir, he got alot o lashes for that. He said that in
1986, but Mr. Chairman, would you believethat now in the
nineties, it seems that the only car you can afford to buy in
Barbados is a car reconditioned in Japan. | ask one
question, Sir, why isit that this Government, whenever it
gets into power seems to be able to find some scheme to
connect it to Japan. When they hed the Japanese loan -
Japan. Thereconditioned cars- Japan. | want to know, Sir,
why we could not use the Samuel Jackman Prescod
Polytechnic to train the young people how to recondition
cars and employ those people.

We are expanding the Samud Jackman Prescod
Polytechnic at apoint in time when the jobs that we should
be training them for have al gone to the peoplein Japan.
What would the mechanics do? Would they havetolook to
see whether the reconditioned cars coming from Jgpan are
in good condition?No, Sir. We do not need that. What we
need isapolicy in placeto tell those mechanics that when
they leave the Samue Jackman Prescod Polytechnic that
they can set up workshops and recondition cars. But we
have aready given it to the Japanese.

What is happening in this country? Am | to believe
that there is nothing in this country for the smal man to

get? Am | to believe that we must continue fooling our
people that we are going to train them and then we are
putting them to limeon the block. Sir, it isall good to train
a man but after you have trained a man you aso have to
ensure that the infrastructure is in place that he can move
on. After he leaves he needs to have something that he can
move onto.

| must congratulate the Minister for training more
carpenters because last week | enunciated a policy and |
know that with that policy in placethose carpenters would
be able to find work, and that is, in the housing areas o
Barbados. What we will do is, we will go in there and see
those people who want to move out, who have enough
money to build a house. We would take some Government
land, put the necessary infrastructure in place and make
sure that those young carpentersand masons, coming from
the Polytechnic, build the homes for those people. Do not
tell meit cannot work because the smple reason isthat the
land will have a higher value than what they are paying for
it and they will be able to take the plot to the bank as
collateral to borrow money to build the house. It is bright
and it is enlightening. And, Sir, this foolishness about sites
and services, as you know since May, | said | do not
support sites and services because it is not for the small
men but the policy that | am talking about is a policy for
thesmall men. As| said in May, Sir, dl we need to do in
Barbadosis to expand the digtricts that we currently have
because if we expand the dismcts we would help with the
crime Stuation in Barbados. All Government needs to do
is put in the infrastructure.

It dso tells me, Sir, that we have another problem,
We are talking about expanding the intake in the hote
sector through the hotel school but at the same time that
we are talking about that we are encouraging hoteliers to
get involvedin all-inclusivetourism and cutting out alarge
section of the serviceindustry. It tells me that the policy o
the Government is in conflict.

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, on a point
o order. | would be very interested to know whose policy
it is to encourage hotdiersin any particular direction.

Mr. D. S&. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Chairman, it is the
policy o the Government that gives them tax free
concessionson everything that they wanted. Sir, you cannot
increase the intake a the hotel school and at the same time
dlow certain people in Barbados to go al-inclusive with
the taxpayers money through concessions given by
Government and to make sure that they deprive . large
section of our people, especidly the smal man, from
gaining employment in this country because what you will
be getting, Sir ...
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Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, Sir, on a
point of order, Sir, the Honourable Member is mideading
the House. He speeks of these things as though they are
facts. Itisscientifically untrue, this mythological smal men
he keeps talking about, who is deprived of what. Tell me
the ways in which this smal man is deprived in respect of
dl-inclusve. Explain that to me.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Chairman, anyone
livingin Barbadosin 1996 can tell you, Sir, thet if you are
living in certain areas in Barbados and you are living
around any properties that were all-inclusive, and | think
the Honourable Minister should not ask me this question -
she should go and ask the Prime Minister what effect all-
inclusivetourism has had on Speightstown- becauseif you
go into Speightstown they will tell you what effect it has
on them and it is your duty to get on the ground like | do
and find out what is going on.

Aside.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN. They arelate and you are
about to murder it now because nearly every hotd in
Barbados has it because we have this follow pattern policy
where as soon as one person starts something everybody
follows suit and nearly every hotel in Barbadossoon from
now will be dl-inclusve and al those small shops in
Barbados will soon be closed down and you are going to
tell me that is an enlightening policy. That is not so. You
do not understand the people you aredealing with. You are
judging those people off your own self.

Mr. Chairman, of courseit hasto do with training and
| am surprised about the Honourable Member for &. Jarnes
North, a man who represents the mgjority of the smadll
people whom | am defending. Mr. Chairman, when one
listened to the debate previoudy one got the impression
that we had no groups before. One got the impression that
there was nothing called the 4H, the Scouts, the Girl
Guides, or any other socia club. We got the impression
that thefirst time we are getting clubsin Barbadosis now.
| want to say and | an grateful to the Honourable Member
for St. Michad South East because | have been preaching
in this Assembly now for two years that the clubsin S
Lucy should be given specia praise. | am glad that my
Honourable Member realisesit and he has supported me on
it. Thank you, Sir, but | want a community minded
congtituency and that is why it is being punished.

Let me tdl you something, North Stars in 1994
started a project for $260 000 for a pavilion and a socia
centre in Crab Hill. You should know because you were
down therein the 1994-95 by-election asif you werein St.
James North.

Mr. Chairman, we asked our people in &. Lucy to
contribute $260 000.

Aside.

Mr. D St. E. KELLMAN: Community Development,
Sir, that is what we are dealing with. Some people will
never understand these things, no matter how you preach
it to them.

Mr. Chairman, North Stars is a good community
group and now they are embarking on a project of
$260000. I have asked for acontribution from Government
even though it is a community project. | have asked
Government to at least give them $100 000 considering
that the pavilions that were just built in the neighbouring
area which happens to be before Judge Gap, the one in
Diamond Corner and one in Speightstown cost over
$220 000 | asked them only for $100 000 to help the
peaple. Do you know why | ask Government? It is because
they are building that project on Government land, land
that was acquired for them by the Democratic Labour Party
and | fed that any time you get a group that is prepared to
soend over a quarter million dollars on property that
belongs to Government, that Government should be
committed to that project and the Government should use
that project as an example to other communitiesthat thisis
a project that al should follow. They do not get the
$100 000 but yet still every day you can hear about another
pavilion being built at $220 000. Y es, the St. Elmo's group
at Pie Corner, the Windsor Club at Pie Corner and the
Y outh Horizon Club - | must congratul ate those clubs for
rebuilding the new Rockfield Community Centre. When
people say that | an aways asking for too much for the
congtituency of St. Lucy, | havea right because we put our
swest to try to get thesethingsand | feel that it isonly fair
for the Government to come in and put in something. A
Member today at the lunch table asked me what hes
happened in St. Lucy sincedll therain hasfallen and there
is a lot of bush. The Honourable Member for Christ
Church South will tell you that it did not take the rain to
fall for al that bush to bein St. Lucy. We are dealing with
the young people that will go to Samud Jackman Prescod
Polytechnic. These people, instead of devatingtheir timeto
going to Samue Jackman Prescod Polytechnic, every
Saturday and Sunday have to bein thecommunity weeding
the roads when we are paying people to weed the roads
and they cannot get their fair share. You see, Sir, when you
ask meto link, | can dways link it.

4.30 p.m.

Aside.
Mr. D. &. E. KELLMAN: | do not mind you. | am

going to tel the people that you are not representing their
interest.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member has one
minute to wind up.
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Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Chairman, | amvery
glad that we had an opportunity to discuss this. | would
aso like to see the Youth Service take on another role
because | believe that the land that the Youth Service is
usng at the nava base could easily be converted into a
hotel. The Youth Service can still remain there and learn
certain disciplines and be part of that project. It does not
make sense having that good property and having people
down therewith lack of security. | amconvinced that if we
hed a hotel down there, Sir, the problems we are hearing
about the Youth Service in St. Lucy, we would not have to
worry about because there would be security enough down
there to deal with the particular problems. | am saying to
the Honourable Minister to consult her comrade who is
next to her to get a viable tourism project in &t. Lucy and
that could be the launching pad for a specia project for the
beautiful congtituency of St. Lucy. You aways talk about
the beautiful City. | can talk about the beautiful St. Lucy.

Mr. Chairman, | an very grateful to you. All those
who feel that | should not represent the interest of the
small man, | have no problems with them, because once |
represent the interest of the smal man, | an happy with

myself.

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: Mr. Chairman, | want to support
this Resol ution before this Honourable House this evening.
| also want to say that the last Honourable Member who
sat down, | believe for 8 years he failed to convince the
then Government that the small man was important. It
seems to me that the smal man has now...

Mr. D. &. E. KELLMAN: On a point o order, Sir.
The Honourable Member is saying that for the last 8 years
in here that | failed to convince my Government to do
something for my people. But | would like to remind the
Honourable Member that he is mideading the House. |
have only been here for 2 years. It might sound like 10,
Sir, but it isonly 2

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: The Honourable Member was
not a member of that Party for only 2 years. He served on
numerous boards and one recognized that the Honourable
Member for St. Lucy was dwaysa card carrying member
o that Party. | an saying categoricaly that he comes in
here and pretends that he is a champion for the smal men.
He has not shown any tangible project for the smal men
and yet heis saying that he represents the smal man. We
mugt not use the small men for our own political gains.
The point | want to meke is that training is indeed
important especialy when one has to carry forward the
programme o the present administration.

When one looks a the programme o this
adminigtration, one will see thet training is essentia. The
last administration did not spend too much time

implementing and conceptualizing training. It was just a
métter of going through the motion. The Polytechnic was
not operating at its capacity. The Community Collegewas
not operating & its capacity. None of the education
ingtitutions were operating at a full capacity during the
latter 1980s and into the early 1990s because most of the
economicsectorswerenot performingas they should. Once
theeconomic sectorscameback into prominence, therewas
need for training. Therefore, the point that the Honourable
Member for Christ Church South made earlier today is
important that we in this Party see training as essentia to
the programme. For example, Mr. Chairman, when one
looks at the sites and services programme that we have
earmarked, between 1994 and today we have planned for
over 1000 house spots.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member hes to
note that he has gone a little bit off the topic. Could you
pleaselink it with the policy?

Mr. G. A. CLARKE: The point that | am making is
that if you have a thousand lots and you have a housing
programme that is planned you need to have training of
masons, carpentersand joiners. If you look & the housing
industry today, you will see that a number of homesare
being congtructed and there is a strong demand for
carpentersand masons. Only recently, Mr. Chairman, | was
talking to a contractor who told me that he could not find
adequate masons and carpenters today. The mgority of
masons are not high quality masons. They are masonswho
arejust make-shift and thereis the need for training proper
masons and carpentersin this country. We have a number
d sitesand services projects throughout Barbados thet are
now being constructed and there isa strong need for these
artisans. The Polytechnic mugt redoubleits effortsand the
SKills Training Unit mugt redoubleits effortsin putting out
skilled tradesmen. It is important. Only this morning we
opened a house a Eden Lodge and there were a number of
young people who were training in steel bending,
carpentry, masonry and tiling. We understand that thisis
important. | am not saying tha the Samud Jackman
Prescod Polytechnic has not doubled its efforts, but |
believe for more doubling a this stage and putting out
more tradesmen. | recently asked a tutor about the places
at Community College because a number of studentsare
looking for places but the students cannot find places. A
number of studentsreceive4 or 5 “O” Levels but because
the competition is so tough they cannot find a place. |
know of a number of students who are willing to get into
the Polytechnic and the Community College but cannot get
in because o a lack of space. | understand that the
Hospitality Ingtitution is now operating to its full cgpacity
in the training of maids, domestics, bartenders and people
to work within the hotdl industry, but thereis still a need
for further training, because the number of people who
want to be trained cannot find places.

440 p.m,
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| fed, Mr. Chairman, that these institutions should be
operating not only for six monthsor nine months per year
but for the full 12 months. They should be operating the
semester system, but at the same time we need more tutors,
more people to be involved within the College to prepare
these young peoplefor the world of work. Itis not enough
to say we have a doubling, we have 2400 people within the
Polytechnic, we have more people within the Community
College or the training institutions, but the time has come
for these indtitutions to have year round training so that
people would know that when they leave school at 16 or 18
and go into the Polytechnic or the Community College they
will not be doing the same thing that they did before, but
a higher leve of technica training.

We arecalling, therefore, on the Ministry to see what
more can be done. | know the Miniger has done
tremendoudy good in terms o providing new equipment.
For example, | understand new equipment was provided for
the Community Collegeand the Samuel Jackman Prescod
Polytechnic. New computers were installed, more people
art: being trained, but there are till a number of young
people who may not be able to take the examination which
is st a the beginning of the term, but we definitely need
more to be done either a the Polytechnic level or the skills
training level so that these young people who are not
necessarily as literate as they should can go on to use their
hands in trades like basketry and other small trades which
will help them to provide a living for themselves.

As we expand our housing programme, there will be
a need for these trades people. As we expand our tourism
sector, there will be a need for people to work within the
hotel industry and therefore there must be a continuous
effort. We mug redouble our effort in providing training
for these young people. Not only the young people, but as
the Honourable Member for Christ Church South made the
point, people of al ages sometimes need to be trained.
They need to be retrained not necessarily at the teenage
level, but training is something that is ongoing and
therefore we mugt train peoplefor al facets o life.

Therefore, Mr. Chairman, | support this Resolution
and | hope that the various tertiary inditutions will try to
redouble their efforts and see what more can be done to
train Barbadiansfor the world of work.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, | find it most
interesting that the Government would first of dl bring a
Supplementary on anything into this House, because we
were told mogt emphaticaly that Supplementaries were a
thing of the past, that we had in fact a Minigter of Finance
who had such vision and foresight and precise planning
that it will not longer be necessary for this House to labour
over Supplementaries. This is the adminigtration that has
been talking about fore-planning and precise statements to

the public about their intentionsregarding the governance
of thiscountry. They cameto this country and said in a hot
and sweaty manner that they were going to provide 30 0600

jobs. The planners, men of vision, men of foresight, they

were going to provide 30 000 jobs, yet we can seein a
piecemeal manner a Supplementary which is seeking to
quaity a position now held by the Minister of Education,
finaly, that before a person can get ajob it is necessary for

them to be trained. The Minister said that quite eloguently

today.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: On a point of order,
Mr. Chairman. | am not surprised that the Honourable
Member has once again sought to deliberately midead this
HonourableChamber. | said it ismy view that it is unwise
for young people to go out there and get jobs unless they
have a certificate or that they are training. If he wants to
dissociate himsdf from that remark, and if he wants to
continue a culture of mendicancy and pork barrdl palitics,
as is the description that he has carried out and his
predecessor in St. Michad East, then he is free to
dissociate himsdf from those comments.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, the Minister was
vay clear. She sad if a person wants to accessajob it is
impossible to access a job unless you have some specific
skill to show.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Charman, on a
point of order. | will cal for the record to be read.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Call for the record. You said that
if you want a job you must have something to show. Do
not come in here and talk foolishness. That is what you
sad, that you must have something to show.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Charman, on a
point of order. | an asking for the record to be caled. |
sad it was my view and that | believe a person should
have training or certificates before they get a job if they
were young persons, if not they would be moving from
pillar to post. | never said they had to have it in order to
get ajob. If the Honourable Member does not understand
that, perhaps that is the clearest reflection that he never hed
any sense from the time he came in here.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, | will disregard
those comments. | am deding with what was said in this
Honourable Chamber today. The impression was conveyed
today - and | am not againgt in principle...

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: On a point of order, Sir.
We cannot ded with impressions. Matters were either said
in here or they were not said. We cannot ded with
impressions.
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Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, send for the
record, because | am not going to change my position. That
is what the Minister said.

The point was being made, Mr. Chairman, and maybe
quite rightfully so, that it is necessary, if a person wantsto
progressthemselvesto seek or to find employment, for you
to have a skill or something to show. The Minister made
that point today. | am not offended by the comment the
Minister made, so | do not understand why she has to get
hot under the collar.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, on a
point of order. | do not fed it is fair to me as an
Honourable Member to have made an objection on the
basis of something that | was aleged to have said, and |
did not say. | have said | did not say it, you have sent for
the record and the Honourable Member persists in going
down that line. | do not believe it is fair and he is
deliberately misleading the House again. What | offered
today was my opinion. If he wants to offer hisopinion, let
him do so, but do not let him recite me as having made a
statement that you have to have skills or training or
certificatesto get a job in this country.

450 p.m.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR:.... But | made the point and the
Minister made the point today that to access work and
increase your chances - if | can put it properly. | an not
trying to be offensive to her - of accessing employment, to
give you more guarantee that you would be better served
if you acquired a specific skill. | am trying to be fair to
you. | have no difficulty with that but it has taken the
Government 2 years plus to come to the realisation that the
promise of 30 000 jobs was based entirely on politica
motivations, had absolutely nothing to do with common
senseor asystematic approach to devel oping the Barbadian
in the modem context of Barbados.

If we are going to look at the development of our
economy in termsaf theinformatic sector, the devel opment
of tourism, in terms of the development of agriculture, in
housing, in whatever infrastructure you are looking at to
develop Barbadians we have to seek to put the necessary
training in place to put Barbadians to work. | have no
guarrel with the training programme but the Democratic
Labour Party when we left office in 1994 the record would
reflect that we were in the process of developing
disciplines. There were in the National Training Board
some 32 different disciplines where people were being
trained in. Not to become a doctor or a lawyer; but there
were 32 different disciplinesin the National Training Board
where several persons were benefiting from that training
programme. Some 3 months, some 4 months and some 5
months programmes.

The same thing happened at the Samuel Jackman
Prescod Polytechnic, the same level of training was taking

place at the Samuel Jackman Prescod Polytechnic. The
Community College which was bitterly criticised by the
Barbados Labour Party, today they can now tak about
expanding programmesat the Community College that they
bitterly criticised and objected to. | wonder what kind of
vison they had, Mr. Chairman, because the Democratic
Labour Party is traditionally a party that has had a long
vision in terms of preparing people for the world of work
in Barbados over the last 30 years. It is afact.

They who criticised the Community College have the
temerity to come in heretoday in a piecemeal manner with
a supplementary to give the impression that they are now
creating an environment for a whole mass of people when
in fact it may only be about 500 or 600 people, if | even
say 1000 people that are being now pulled into the system.
We are pulling peopleinto the system into disciplinesthat
we have no guarantee that when they leave the institutions
that they can walk into a job just like that. It is not
possible. There are severa people who have been trained
even between the period 1986 and 1994 who still are
unable to use those skills to find employment. There are
several people in severa disciplines because the
infrastructure as presently exists is not accommodating
them. We have a problem in Barbados because the
economy is too small. There are too many people. Even the
Honourable Member for St. George North just made that
point that there are people scrambling to get into the
training ingtitutionsfar less their getting training and then
finding a job. So we must not create false impressions.

| am charging the Government and | am not going to
congratulateit at all on bringing this legidation. In fact, it
offends me and any supplementary that comes in there is
going to offend me becauseit tells me that the Government
has no forward planning and it is doing business in a
piecemea manner. If the Honourable Minister was serious
about protecting the youth they would have brought thisin
aBudget and not in a piecemeal manner in here. Fund it in
its entirety. Don't come in here with any supplementary.
Fund it, if you have forward planning and make sure that
all the programmesafter the implementationof thetraining
will result in jobs that you promised the people of this
country that you would deliver or apologise to them and
leave office and go about your business. That is what you
have to do. But don't come into this House talking vaguely
about informaticsand all thiskind of foolishnessgiving the
impression that you are doing something for the young
peopleof this country.

When | was Minister of Labour it was our intention
to expand the training programme under the CVET
programme where we would have taken the building at St.
Lucy, the naval base, and convert it into a skills training
centre, as the HonourableMember for Christ Church South
suggested, that we should probably take it there, that




3836

e ———  — ———

we should take and expand and decentralise the training
centresfor skills training.

| recall going down to the nava base with the
officidls from the Ministry of Labour and we were
systematically trying to put in place new centres so that we
could have expanded the skills training programme to
include people from the north, from the eastern section of
Barbados but we were trying to identify a building in the
east of Barbados so that we would have been able to
decentralise the training. So it is nothing new. It is a
programmethat wasin place. It is a continuing programme
and it is necessary but this country must start looking at the
young people in the face and telling them the truth that
Barbados has a real problem.

We have university graduates, peoplewith A" levels,
people with “O” levels, many young people. If you look at
the surveys and the people you interview in your own
congtituencies you would see that a high percentage of
them, 70% to 75% of them will indicate to you in their
personal interviews that they have gone to secondary
school, that they have reached 5th form, they have not
done GCE. They have no skills, that they only have school
leaving certificates and they might not even have passed
that. Many people have gone that road. Up to this morning,
| was interviewing one of my constituentsand | asked how
far have you gone in school. "Well, | did school leaving
but | really didn't get back the school leaving certificate.”
| was trying to send her to a job that requires a person
having at least two certificates. So it is a problem that we
have in the society.

| understand the effort the Minister is trying to make
in termsof expanding the programme but what offends me
is the fact that today in 1996 that the Minister has now
come to the redlisation that it is a process you have to go
through just declaring her policy and her Government's
policy of saying you would provide 30 000 jobs to be a
complete farce and a mockery inflicted on the people in
this country. You should apologise and say you have now
come to the realisation that it is now right and proper for
us to do training before we can access jobs.

That is why it is important for me to have made the
statement | made earlier because the Minister has just come
to the realisation that it is now necessary to have a skill
before you can be employed.

Aside.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Don't mind | suffer with asthma.
I will warm up.

Aside.

Mr. J. O, TUDOR: | know you love me. | lifted you
up from the time you were born and you love the dirt that
| walk upon. | till love you.

Mr. Chairman, | just would wish the programme well.
| will say a lot more on this in the future because it is a
subject that is very dear to me. The Government has now
come to the realisation that it is necessary to train young
people. It is heartbreaking when you see young people who
are energetic, have basic education, because they have at
least gone to secondary school and they are just sitting by
the roadside seemingly totally helplessand nobody to come
to their rescue.

On both sides of the House we should stop playing
political games with the people of this country. Let us
explain to them that thereisa process of development that
has to take place in this country. The persons who do it,
whether it is the present Minister of Education or whoever
doesit, | am prepared to stand and shake their hands and
congratulate them. But what offends me is the game
playing in the whole exercise. We have to come clean once
and for al with the people of this country and especialy
with this question of education.

Mr. Chairman, | am going to have to close becausel
am getting alittle out of breath but | hope that the Minister
will take my words and don't be offended by the fact that
| haveindicated that she hasfinally come to the realisation
and her Government hasfinally come to the realisation that
there is a process to be gone through and they have just
recently got there.

Hon. R. C. EASTMOND: Mr. Chairman, | am
heartened by the large number of young people in
Barbados who recognise the need both to further their
educationand to submit to training. Very oftenin Barbados
we have a gituation where some people make the
unfortunategeneralisation that our young people have gone
adrift and even though it is true that the behaviour of some
young people whom | consider to be a minority might
cause concern, | recognisefrom my interaction with scores
and scores of young people that there are those young
people out there who recognise that the only way forward
isto learn a skill to further their education and to keep on
broadening their horizons.

5.00 p.m.

Our party's record, Mr. Chairman, is a consistent
record. Our party's record, indeed, Mr. Chairman, is a
proud record because in addition to al we have done for
primary and secondary education throughout the years in
this country, we were able to launch the Skills Training
Programme through the activities of the National Training
Board. That Skills Training Programme has provided a
wide range of practica training and has offered
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an enormousamount o skillsto young people who in most
cases have been able to make use of the training they got
at the hands of the Nationa Training Board.

The Honourable Member for Christ Church South

suggested there are those who fed that our Polytechnicis
not patterned aong the same lines as polytechnicsabroad.
What can be said, Mr. Chairman, is that our Polytechnic
seems to represent an ingtitution that offersa mix o both
secondary and tertiary education. | believe when the
Honourable Member for Christ Church South made the
observation that polytechnics overseas, and | believe by
implication he suggested that many polytechnics overseas
arecloser to universitiesin their modus operandi, | bdieve
we have to take into account the redlities of the Barbadian
educationa landscape.

We have a dtuation here where there are those
students who graduate from secondary school & age 16 or
17 with some experience in academic areas who want to
benefit from training in practical areas. The Samud
Jackman Prescod Polytechnic, and to some extent the
Barbados Community College, are able to assist persons
who arein need of further training. I do not know if at this
point in Barbados' history we can develop our polytechnic
into a univerdity type institution. | rather doubt it. | would
think that when we consider what is transpiring in
Barbados that perhaps what the Polytechnic needsto do is
to look closdly at its curriculum to see to what extent the
cumculum is to be revised or reviewed for further
improvement and also look at the extent to which the
demand for placesin the Polytechnic is sometimes greater
than the supply of places.

In fact, one concern | have is that there are those
people of Barbados with a high amount of academic
training who at some points in their lives want to go to the
Polytechnic to do things like plumbing, the trade o
eectricians, airconditioning and refrigeration but because
o their heavy academic bias they are often refused places.

| know several examplesin Barbadoswhere there are
people with university degrees who want to go to the
Samuel Jackman Prescod Polytechnic to do practica aress
and are deemed to be overqualified for entry there. Thisis
unfortunate because there is nothing wrong with a fellow
who has a degree wanting to go and learn to be a plumber
a the Polytechnic. There is nothing wrong with a felow
who has done very well in academic areas wanting to go to
learn airconditioning and refrigeration. 1 am a little bit
concerned, Mr. Chairman, that a lot of people who redly
want to go in the evening, part-time to give themselvesa
practical skill having done well academically are denied on
the ground that they are overqualified.

Now, this has nothing to do with any reflection on the
Minister. These are concerns that do with the interna

arangement of matters within the Polytechnic as the
internal administration at the Polytechnic of wisdom. | am
aso taken aback that a lot o young people are denied
entry often because it is sad that there are few places
available compared with the number of applicants but
sometime one wonders if the sysem o sdection o
studentsis a consistent or redistic one based on the type o
person who is turned back. What it could be telling us that
we, perhaps, as policy makers have to look a the
Polytechnic to se to wha extent expanson o its
curriculum might be necessary. That message might be
coming through to us.

| want at this point, Mr. Chairman, to mention a
concern | have in relation to two things about Barbados.
One is the high population and the other is the extent to
which severa peoplein our population remain unskilled. |
remember a debate in this Honourable House, Mr.
Chairman, when Mr. Robet Morris sad tha one
fundamental problem with Barbados was its high
populaion and that there was such a thing in Barbados as
population pressure. Oneis left to wonder whether were it
not for the Barbados Family Planning and the activities of
those who promoted family planning where Barbados
would redly have gone when one considers the size of
Barbados population.

The spesker on that occasion, Mr. Robert Moms,
mentioned that one fundamental problem which put
pressure on our resource and which contributed to the
unemployment situation was the very enormous population
which Barbados has. There are historians who would tell
you that ever since 1800 Barbados would have bem
deemed an overpopulated country. Partially as a result of
this, dong with some other factors, we have a situation in
Barbados where alot of peoplein Barbados are unskilled.
They are unskilled to the degree where, unfortunately,alot
o them appear not to be too marketableon the job market.
We have this problem where there are people who have
sent 4 years, 5 years at secondary school, have no
qualification, have no skills, are most unskilled, are
confused as a result, come to you and tell you they will
take anything knowing deep down in their hearts they are
not going to do any menid labour, and alot of them go on
to associate with other peoplein that same predicament or
develop a feding of fadism about their role in this
country.

We in the Barbados Labour Party have been very
condstent and persistent with our programmes about
trainingand, as | said earlier, Mr. Chairman, we introduced
the Nationd Training Board. Wedeveloped the Polytechnic
further than what it was developed. We, | believe, & one
period . actudly actively incurred something caled
"apprenticeship.” But when you have a hugh amount of
unskilled persons who are virtualy unmarketeble in the




3838
e _— _— — —— —— —— — — — — — —  — — — — — —— —~ — —— ——————— ]

job market, what you areredly having is asituation where
precious human resourcesare in peril of being wasted.

At the same time, lots of these people will put
pressure on the social services. A lot of them develop the
misfortune of responding to their unfortunate plight by
generating further misfortune. | saw a young girl who was
absolutely unskilled, absol utely unemployable, not prepared
for the job market and a couple weeks ago | saw her
pregnant. This is one of these things that happens to the
unskilled who end up being very much indigent as a result
and who sometimes seem to believefatalisticallythat there
is no futurein this world for them.

As the Honourable Minister of Education has
indicated more than once, we have to develop our
programme for youth, education and our programme o
training in such a way as to ded with the culture of the
mendicant. Too many of these unskilled people actually
end up being mendicants for the reason that since they
cannot work and can generate no income and till have to
live, they must find some source of support and, as
indicated, a lot of them end up putting pressure on the
welfare services.

| wat a this point, Mr. Chairman, to mention
something that redly pleased me recently. A young men
came to me, he was about 28 yearsold. He told me that he
was in search of employment. When | was careful to
interview this young man, he had five skills and could
prove these skills and | had little difficulty finding
somewhere for him. Now if you could, Mr. Chairman, or
anybody could encburage people to develop many skills, as
| 'haveindicated in this Honourable House before, we can
do alot to assist them. What | am saying, as | have sad
before, Mr. Chairman, is that in an era where competition
for scarcejobsis severe, in an erawhereit isa danger and
risk to specidise only in one career or only in one
profession, we need to encourage people to develop as
many areas of interest as possible and to have as many
skillsas possible in the same way | mentioned that a young
men came to me with five skills.

The point | would like to make for all those young
peopleover thereis that while40 yearsago afelow could
have been a specialist carpenter assured of a secured place
in the labour force, we have come to a point now where
severa people are competing for the same job. | know of
an instance where there was one job advertised and 700
people applied for that job in a Stuation where it was only
available to one person. What | am saying is that where a
person is a specidist plumber, for example, and the
opportunities for plumbing are not great and he has one or
two other skills then he is in a better podtion to compete
in the labour market. At the same time these very many
skills existingin the bosom of oneindividua would permit

that individual to be able to enhance his income even if he
was working in his skill of first choice because if he
worked in his skill of first choice and wanted further
income he could very well use his skill o second or third
choice to do part-time or evening work and enhance his
income.

5.10 p.m.

| think the Honourable Minigter is right for the
measures she is taking to relieve this culture, what | cal
theculture of the mendicant. Sheisright for doing her best
to propose effective programmesfor young people. Sheis
right for encouraging young people to develop skills and
sheis doing everything within her power to make sure that
as Miniger o Education she is giving young people a
chance to fulfil1l themsalves.

I have no difficulty, Mr. Chairman, in supportingthis
because | see this as yet another programme o the
Barbados Labour Party that is geared towards developing
our people. Our record in education as indicated is second
to no party in Barbados. Our determination to provide a
better life for Barbados is a thing that cannot be
contradicted and we will not be diverted in our
determination to make sure that precious human resources
are developed and are given the opportunity to achieve
sdf-actudisation in acountry that is very heavily popul ated
and in an economy where the unskilled are finding that
they are increasingly becoming margindised and the
opportunities open for them are closing. | therefore would
encourage dl Barbadians, especidly young people, to do
their utmost to benefit from the numeroustraining facilities
that are made available to them.

Mr. Chairman, with these remarks | wholeheartedly
support the Honourable Minister in this matter.

Hon. Miss<B. A. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, | would
like to say a few words in support of this Resolution as
well. Let me start off by saying this. | an sorry that the
Honourable Member for St. Michael East is taken ill. Well
he is suffering some discomfort, because | wish he would
hear.

The Honourable Minister o Education | hope, when
she gets up to reply in this debate, will speek to the fact
that this supplementary is partly occasioned by unfinished
business |eft by the last administration. Unpaid bills....

Aside.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: So late? There is even
more outstanding and | hope that the Minigter is going to,
for the record, make it clear to the House. | want to hear
the full breskdown and what these moneys represent.
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Now, Mr. Chairman, Sir, the point that | got up to
makeis this. | see my congtituents,oncel an in Barbados,
every Wednesday afternoon a my congtituency office. | see
them other times besides but that is the time when they
know for sure that | an going to be there. Some of them
come by appointment and | am there until al hours, nine
and ten o'clock at night. And as long as they know | am
waiting until late, somebody will send dinner for me.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, | go,on and on saying to them al
thetime. Nobody calls me and says, Miss Miller you know
somebody who wants a job? Nobody ever says that to me
I wish they would. People call me Miss Miller you know
somebody who isa carpenter? Miss Miller | am looking for
amason. | want alady who can saw good, who can do, fine
work. | say to my constituents, do you redise what is
going on here? People are identifying skills that they want.
And we have found, particularly in urban St. Michael, Mr.
Chairman, Sir, and | believe that you will find it true in
urban Christ Church. Rural needs may be different. The
number of people who come to you and have to tell you
that they want to be somebody's maid, that they want to be
a NCC ranger and a school meds worker. Do you know
what | have to say to people dl the time? That cannot be
the high point o your ambition. But let me tell you alot
of these people who are coming to tell us this are women
and a lot of these women are heads of households in
Barbados and carry weighty responmsibility for feeding
children, for feeding aged parents, for feeding anybody
who may be sick in the district or cannot do for
themsdves, for carying the unemployed and the
unemployable. Do not let us forget the voluntarily idle. It
is a shocking thing the number of times | have to quarrel
in my congtituency office. You get an offer for a job and
you call somebody and then they do not go. My
Parliamentary Assistant cries a least once a week. Why
didn't you go for the job?"| had to go somewherefor ny
mather.” "I baking, | can't go now."”

You write testimonials for people. | see Honourable
Membersall nodding their heads on bath sides of the Floor
that thisis true. People who arelooking for a salary but not
looking for a job. So do not let us fool oursalves that we
are dways going to have among us those who, as the
Honourable Member who just spoke said, have
condderable sKills but not redly interested in employing
those skills. They are living the sweet life. They areliving
off their grandmother's pension, their father and ther
mother. Spoilt children all over the place. The safety net
that we put underneath them and they do not fed that they
have to make their contribution to this community that
nurtures them. But they are only the minority. The mgjority
o people, particularly the women, out there do need this
employment.

| got so desperate in my condtituency that we put
together our own skills training programmeand | know that

Honourable Members in here have been forced to do that
too. | see Honourable Memberson the Other Side. | seethe
Honourable Member for St. Michad South East. | see him
in the newspaper from timeto time. | hear him all over the
televison and so on struggling. | do it with less fanfarein
my own congtituency and | know that other Honourable
Members do it. It al comes back to the point thet it is
skills that people identify and it is therefore skills that are
required in our community.

This is not 40 years ago when every home would
have a mad in it. Nobody bothers with that that much
nowadays. Everybody has their own modem appliancesand
as usua women doing 2 and 3 jobs, including me. When
Honourable Membersin here who are gentlemen go home
some lady is going to put a hot med on the table in front
of them and they are going to sleep on clean linen. | have
to go home and cook my med and make up my own bed
and most people are doing that so you do not have as many
jobs goingin the unskilled areas as you used to do. In none
of the sectors, not in agriculture, not in manufacturing, not
in tourism.

| hear the Honourable Minister of Educetion is
saying, and it pleases me greatly, that a the Hospitdity
Ingtitute of the Barbados Community Collegethey are now
structuring courses for people who went into the industry
unskilled five, ten and fifteen years ago, and who can be
the beneficiaries of training and enhancement without
having to go through the entry processinto the Community
College. | think that this is laudable because people have
to re-tool and people have to upgrade and enhance their
skills. The Barbados economy is a services economy right
across the board. Let us face the facts. Touriam is service
that we offer people. International trading business - those
are off-shoreservices that we are offering the internationa
community and thisis not service that we are offering each
other at home. Thet is another kettle of fish that | would
like to address as well.
520 p.m.

In thearea of the entertainment industry, culture and
sports, dl of those areas are services now that we are
offering and not just to ourselves a home. We have to
have a product worthy of recognition at the internationa
level. In order to prepare people to deiver these services,
we have to have these skills. Despite everything and we
stand criticism of it, we know that we have in this region
and in this hemisphere the best education system there is.
We reserve the right because it is ours to criticize it and
keep it a& a minimum high level, a levdl bdow which it
must not fall, and we are right to do that. But this and the
qudity of lifethat weenjoy havedisgualifiedusfor certain
niches which used to be a feature of life in Barbados 15
years ago. | am not taking about in our parents or
grandparents lifetime. | am talking about in our life-
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time, Sir. Fifteen or 20 years ago garment was all the
industry that you found in the industria estates in
Barbados. Garments dominated. Nowadays, that is not the
case. One by one they have gone e sawherefor all sortsdf
reasons, some of which have to do with the cost of labour
in our country and a whole host of other things beside.
Now that has been overtaken by informatics. | was down
this morning in the boat and | saw in the Harbour
Industrial Estate building going on a pace. They have run
out factory space in the BIDC to accommodate these
people. These people are bringing businesses here and
looking for people skilled in these jobs and cannot find
them in Barbados. We have the duty. The Minister of
Education can speak to these things because these matters
are referred to her Ministry. When somebody comesin to
the Ministry of International Trade and Business or the
Ministry of Commerce and Small Businessand says that |
was to set up a particular industry and | am going to need
200 to 500 people skilled in a particular area, you cannot
find them in Barbados.

Let me tell you somethingt 0o, Mr. Chairman. When
this economy redly starts to heat up next year, | do not
know what is going to happen. You have theairport where
that expansion project will start. You have the Bridgetown
SeaPort. You have the rehabilitation of Bridgetown getting
on the way. The rehabilitation of Speightstown getting on
the way, but that is dready on the way. The Port S
Charles Marinais all part and parcd o tha. A lot of this
is private sector driven. You are going to have works going
on in respect of rural development, urban renewal going on
and housing projects going on which | am pleased to say
the second phase housing at Pondside in the City of
Bridgetown. You have to have people skilled to deliver
these and the truth is, Mr. Chairman, as you must know o
your own experience, that the way in which skills which
are traditiona skillsare delivered nowadaysis changing. A
carpenter does not come to work with the old-timetool box
on abicycleor come by the bus. He isdriving his car and
he has got all manner of modem, electrical and goodness
what other tools, equipment and appliances with which he
does his job. So even the waysin which we do traditiona
tasks are changing and we have to keep up with them. | an
s0 pleased that | can say of my own knowledge that
Earbados has come to be a place where contractors will ask
of somzbody coming to work: “Did you go to the
Polytechnic?"

| want to agree with the Honourable Member for
Chrigt Church South that the Minigter of Education redly
does need to look at this whole business of the misnomer
o the SIPP. Even while | was in the Minisry o
Education, | made the point that in my view both the
Barbados Community Collegeand the SIPP were described
as pogt secondary institutionsand that they having separate
or different campuses should be one ingtitution with one

governanceand that we should belooking to the University
of the West Indies for certain areas of accreditation. But |
was not getting support for that view at that time and |
hopethat this Minister of Education will have a better time
with those who describe themselves as educatorsand those
who have experienceand expertise to bear on this matter.
But we will look at it because accreditation is very
important here, Sir. There is no good that you go to an
ingtitution and you get a certificateand then it redly is not
recognized by anybody. It is only a piece of paper. The
accreditation processis important because it alows people
then the kind of recognition that they would be expecting
and looking for. It alows us to put oursalves on par with
smilar ingtitutionsoutside of Barbados. Thereis a lot of
movement. Barbadians do not readily appreciate, Mr.
Chairman, the numbers who travel out and travel in on a
regular bass in Barbados. There are skilled people in
Barbados now who work here some of the time and work
outside of Barbados the rest of the time. That is going to
become moreand more the way of thefuture. Just asin the
early 214 century again more and more people are going
to beinvolved with working out of their homes. Peopleare
going to be ddlivering skills in a quite different way to the
economy than they did 30 or 40 years or 100 years ago.
We cannot wait, Mr. Chairman, until the year 1999 to be
addressing these matters If Barbados 1s to be tooled up or
kidded up to teke advantage of al of these initiatives
across dl sectors of our economy, the process has to start
now.

Mr. Chairman, | have absolutely no hestation in
giving my support to this. There is one last point thet |
want to make. Honourable Members on the Other Side go
on and on about 30 800 jobs. 'The first question that
HonourableMembers on the Gtiher Sidemust ask: How did
30000 people become unemployed in Barbadosin thefirst
place? They did not fall like manna from heaven. In
September 1994 the Right Honourable Prime Minister of
Earbados, then ihe Leader of the Opposition, said and he
is not reneging from it that it should not be an impossible
thing in Barbados o create 30 000 jobs. He said that
because we knew that 30 000 people or more wee
unemployed at the time and unemployment was running at
27 per cent in this country, 1t was the highest ever in the
hisory of Barbados and people went to the poils in
September 1994 and voted on that issue. Barbadians are not
fools. We are highly sophisticated and highly educated
people and they know that 30 000 jobs will not be created
in one year or one month. It is to the credit of this
Government that close to 9 000 jobs in less than 2 years
have been created. That does not account for al of the jobs
that cannot be accounted for in the informal sector.

Aside.
5.30 p.m.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: That is what the informa
sector is, al those who vend. Let the people
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in markets tel you. | sat in a a meeting with the
Honourable Minister of Public Works about two weeks
ago. The number of vendorsin Barbadoshas doubled since
September 1994. In our Manifesto, you sse, Mr. Chairman,
Sir, as you will recall, we made certain assertions, certain
promisesand certain proposals. We hada plan for vendors
and that is under way. The Cheapside Market is another
project we will start up.

Mr. Chairman, | am sorry | only have one more
minute on this, but | realy want to say that | believeit is
entirely possble that at the end of this term for this
Government in excessof 30 000 jobs may well have been
created. The question is, can wefill them with the required
skills? This is the challenge the Miniger of Education is
facing, and rather than cry her down and criticise her
negatively, people ought to be offering at the very least, if
they want to be critical, critical support to this, becausethis
goes for every Honourable Member in here. That is what
we are in here about. It is part of the representation which
we mugt give to our constituentsand so all of us should
have an interest to support this and to offer ongoing
support as the Minister has asked for in respect of these
matters.

| thank you, Sir.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Chairman, | would
like to support the Honourable Member in what she said,
but we would also like to see the support not only going to
certain types o people, but we would like to see those
young chefs when they are trained a the Hotel School and
then they go on to other training areas, that when they
come back here they are alowed to be appointed as chefs
in Barbados. | ook forward to the day when the unionsin
Barbados are prepared to strike on behdf o our chefs,
because for years we have been hearing people
complaining about how we have been training our loca
chefs and hotdliers in this country are applying for work
permits for people who are less quaified than our chefs. |
will support any union theat is prepared to close down the
hotel industry in support of our chefs. | fed they are well
trained and we have spent millions of dollars training our

people.

We mugt aso make sure that when we are
representing unions we are not representing unions against
our own people.

Aside.

Mr. D. . E. KELLMAN: | will never touch the
Central Bank. | have to keep clear of the Central Bark;
because some o the people come from St. Lucy and |
know where to deal with that. But if you are sayingit isa
crimeto employ people from St. Lucy at the Central Bank,
then | have a problem and | will have to support my

condtituents. If we spend money supporting and training
people, whether they work at the Central Bank or not, they
must be allowed to get promotion. | do not want any flimsy
excuses, because | think it is regrettable that some people
in Barbados believe because you have the name "Miller"
you should not get a job because you might be related to
the Miniger. | fed everybody in Barbados has an
opportunity to get promotion and you should be given the
right to get promotion. We have chefs coming to Barbados
who have not been trained with our taxpayers money but
they can get al the jobs and nobody is complaining.

Sir, | support any motion that is going to help train
our people for jobs in Barbados. | will not support any
motion that tells me it is right for people to come from
overseas and get jobs in Barbados when we have been
spending millions of dollarssupporting our people to help
elevate themsalves.

Thank you very much.

Mr. J. ©, TUDCR Mr. Chairman, the record of the
House earlier today was sent for and the record indicates
the Hon. Miss M.A. Mattley as saying:

"l keep saying, Mr. Chairman, that any young person
under 25 should not seek to go for work unless they
have a sKill or a certificate to be able to give
someoneareason to hire them. At theend of the day
when you want your roof fixed, you look for a
carpenter. When your somach is hurting you, you
look for a doctor 6r a nurse, or even a pharmacist.
When your child gets in trouble, you look for a
lawyer. When your walls need fixing, you look for a

The Honourable Minister continues, Mr. Chairman:

"When your sink needs fixing you look for a
plumber. You have as a young person to give people
a reason to hire your services if not they will only
give you money when they fed generous and you
will continue to be dependent on peoplefor handouts
or for generosity in order to survivein this world."

That iswhat | said the Honourable Minister said. | was not
trying to take the HonourableMinigter out of context. | just
thought | would put that back into the record.

Hon. MissM. ‘A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, | want
to thank al Honourable Members who spokein thisdebate,
particularly the Honourable Member for St. Michad South
East, whose contribution was very constructive as usud,
and to answer a number of the queries he raised and some
o his suggestions.
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In relation to his proposal that all hard courts should
be lit, 1 believe that is something the National Sports
Council should seek to investigate, because the redity is
that part of the thrust of the Ministry of Y outh Affairsisto
ensure that there can be structured supervised activity at as
much time during the day for young people, whether it be
sports activity, cultural activity or academic activity, or
indeed employment. Thereforel would heartily support that

suggestion.

His related point in relation to mini stadia, | can
perhaps say at this stage that the Ministry isin very early
discussions with a young entrepreneur who wants to put
down seating on a number of grounds, school pastures, so
that you have the capacity to seat people around playing
fields so that they then have the potentid to dlow
economic activity out of sportsand cultural activitiesto be
developed at the community level. This is consistent with
apolicy which the Barbados L abour Party advocated in its
1991 Manifesto, where it in fact used the exact words''the
congtruction of mini stadia across communities across
Barbados® and used again in its 1994 Manifesto, and
therefore the discussions which we are having with this
young entrepreneur — only today, in fact, we received
communication from him and we are in the process o
seeing how this might be facilitated to the mutud
advantage o everyone concerned. It is important that
communities have the capacity to be able to generate
revenue from sports and culture based activities, but you
cannot do that if the playing field is not fenced or if there
is no seating capacity for patrons. Even if the entrance fee
is $2 or $5 it makes a difference and goes some way
towards the cost of thdr expenses in relation to that
activity. So | would wholeheartedly support his suggestion
and say that this in fact has been the policy of the
Barbados Labour Party since its 1991 Manifesto. The
reality is that in relation to some grounds that are not in
schools, it falls not to the Ministry of Education but the
Sports Council, and | certainly would undertake to have
discussionswith the Nationa Sports Council in thisregard.

He also spoke about the transforming of secondary
school hdls into theatres. Now, some of them in fact can
be used for theatrical activities and some of them by
construction cannot be so converted. 1t is interesting that
this was one o the suggestions that has come out of the
national consultation on culture and | believe that this one
Governmentis prepared to support in relation to the further
development of cultura activitiesin Barbados as well as
the enhancement of the schoal plan. Equaly, it will then
dlow schools to be able to earn revenue independently
since they will be renting the halls to persons who are
hogting productions usually for a fee and therefore there
will be a rental fee involved that will accrue to the school
concerned.

540 p.m,

Equally, another one dof the suggestionsin relation to
the Best Village Competition we are not going to go down
the line of a Best Village Competition but we strongly
believe that NIFCA musgt be returned to the community
level and in fact we hope that the plans that we are putting
in place would alow us from next year to have NIFCA
further decentralised and indeed to dlow a number of
events to take place a the community level and to ensure
that it is not only the schools participating but seeking to
get community groups and organi sations, church clubs etc.
fully participating in NIFCA again and to ensure that their
participation is at the level of the community so that the
people from whom they come can come and see the type
of work which they are performing.

In respect of the Super Five that he spoke about, the
redity isthat thereis no real difference between the Super
5 concept that he spoke about which is being employed in
Trinidad and Tobago and the mass based training which we
aredoing in Barbadosin relation to the youth programmes.
As| said, in January, we trained 1 400 people. In July we
trained just under 1 700. Therefore bringing over 3 000
young people into training in cultura and sparts based
activities with sports accounting for just over 60%df that
training activity and the sports relate from foothall to
volleyball to 2 or 4 different sporis and we are in fact
using people who are qualified and have reached a certain
level in these disciplines to provide the training a the
community ievel al across Barbados. SO that is in effect -
we don't cad it Super 5. Perhaps we should get a name that
is more atractive for narketing and | thank him therefore
for that suggestion SO that we can capturc people's
imagination.

I am surs that as Chairman of Committees, Sir, you
can asist usin thatregard in terms of finding a marketable
name for the programme. But the substance istheseand the
resuits are ihere.

In relation to the Landship | want to point our that
prim to 1994 there was no subvention to the Landship
when we came into Government within recent years and
this Government in fact felt strongly enough that the
Landship needed financial support. It is the oldest
indigenous, social instititution in Barbados, It was there
before the Kiwanis and the Jaycees and the Rotary and al
o that and has piayed a significant rolein the development
o socid lifeat thelevel o the community over 130 years
and we strongly support anything, not only in terms o
financid assistance but technica assistance that can be
provided for the Landship.

In fact, Captain Watson who is the main person at the
Landship is still employed by the Nationad Cultural
Foundation. We hope to be able to cany up incrementaly
that $2 000 each year to be able to mest their needs.
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We dso, however, would like to see them develop a
programme to attract young people. They have been doing
90 in two or three communities across Barbados, St. Peter
being one, but we think that they need to spread their base
even more and adapt themsalvesto be able to attract more
young peopleto seeit not only asasocial organisation. For

many years in this country it also provided the role o a
friendly society and was therefore able to meet the materia
needs of many Bgans across Barbados.

The subvention to Pindlands and other groups we
would love to beableto do al of those things but we have
demands at the Foundation which have to be met in terms
o the centra role it has to play for the development in
each of the disciplines. We do not have a subvention listed
for each o these community groups because there are over
100 community organisationsin Barbadosand it would be
impossiblefor Government to providefinancia support for
al. We do, however, assist when we can when they request
and indeed, the Honourable Member for St. Michad South
East will know that | am speaking the truth in that regard
without my having to say anymore at this stage.

The concern raised by the Honourable Member for
Chrigt Church South in relation to the Polytechnic, let me
sy that | wholeheartedly agree with you that the
Polytechnic should be renamed. It is a misnomer but | do
not want to take a piecemeal action in this regard because
| believe that it is not smply the name o the Polytechnic
which needs looking at but the Ministry is now looking at
a proposal which | understand wes first looked at by the
HonourableMember for the City when she was Minigter of
Education.

In fact, it is interesting that when the consultants
camein for the World Bank loan just 2 weeks ago, one of
them indicated that he in fact had done the study but
somehow or the other it was lost to the Minigtry's records
and we therefore want to see a sudy which will look at
ensuring that there is a rationalisation of the management
o the Community College, the Polytechnic and Erdiston
because the redlity is that thereare 3 ingtitutions and there
is a lot of duplication in terms of their individud
circumstancesand there may be economiesd scale as well
as benefits from rationdisation if there is centra
management and central planning in respect to the three
inditutions. All three are post-secondary ingtitutions
catering to different needs but the redity is the
administrative management like at the university you have
different faculties and different schools but thereis central
management in relation to them. We therefore commit
ourselves to examining whether it is feasible and whether
it makes sense and whether there will be greater benefitsif
we were to go in that direction or whether we should keep
them separate.

At the very least we agreethat the Polytechnic should
be renamed and we want to look at that all in the same
dudy. As | indicated earlier, we received Part | of a dudy
which is being done on the adminigtrative and reporting
structures and the financid structures of the Polytechnic
and we are in the process of examining the report which
was submitted in Phase 1.

In relation to the Honourable Member's for Christ
Church South other concerns about the instructors, | am
happy tosay that after negotiations between the Ministry of
the Civil Service and the Nationa Union of PublicWorkers
it was agreed that the Erdiston Vocationd Teachers in-
Service Training Programmein Adult Education which is
a oneyear programme would qudify persons for
appointment as an ingructor at the Polytechnic and, as a
result, this problem which we found on caning into
Government has finally been solved and resolved in a
satisfactory manner for al parties and 16 persons have in
fact been appointed with effect from their acting period, in
some instances as far back as 2 and 3 years ago. So they
would not have been pregudiced by the fact that the
negotiations have taken so long to be completed, but they
in fact would have benefited in that delay.

Thereis another concern which they have in relaion
to thedigparity of pay in relation to other ingtitutions. This
matter is gill engaging both the Minigtry of the Civil
Service and the Minidry of Education and | give this
Honourable Chamber my word that we will hope to bring
this matter to a speedy resolution to the satisfaction o all
tutors involved at the Polytechnic and other ingtitutions in
relation to technical and vocationa education.

The Honourable Member for . Lucy spoke briefly
about the remova of the agricultural programme at the
Polytechnic from Eckstein Village. Let me say to you that
that programme is currently run on 5 acres in Eckstein
Villageand we have in fact tentatively agreed to the Steat
the Pine by the Livestock Station to be used not only by
the Samud Jaclunan Prescod Polytechnic but by the
Barbados Community Collgeand 2 or 3 other ingtitutions.
We are ill in the process of negotiating certain things
with the Ministry of Agriculture and | hope that that will
be fully on stream for the next academic year, September
1997.

550 p.m.

The point made by the Honourable Deputy Prime
Minister in relation to unemployment isone | would want
to underscore. The redity is that you cannot deal with
unemployment in Barbados unless you understand thet the
nature o the economy has changed, peopl€'s desires and
spending patterns have changed and therefore the types o
jobs which occurred and were found regularly in the
society and in the economy 10 years ago are not those
which are being found today in the same number. Unless
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you therefore change your training patterns to ensure that
you can prepare peoplefor the new typesof jobs that exist
you are going to get yoursdf in good trouble. We had
reached that point in this country.

Contrary to what the Honourable Member for S.
Michad Eagt said, we have sarted the expansion o
training programmes within six months of coming into
Government in Barbados. Within six months of September
1994, dl the planning was starting to take place with
relation to expansion of programmes. By September 1995
we expanded the Polytechnic from 1 400 to 2 000 within
oneyear of beingin Government. Within one year of being
in Government we introduced 11 new courses. Within one
year of being in Government we built two computer labs,
took decisons that saw the expansion of the hospitdity
institute, took decisionsthat saw theexpansion of the youth
service, took decisions that saw to the expansion of the
Skills Training Programmeand moreimportantly than that,
took the fundamental decision that a 3-month training
programmewith the Skills Training Programme which the
last Government was executing was of no use neither to the
youngster who was undergoing the training nor to the
country or the employer.

Therefore, while | accept readily that there was work
done by the last Government in relation to the preparation
of technical and vocationad training and rationalisation,the
readlity was that they did not take the fundamenta step of
ensuring that the qudity of training available a the
Training Board could be expanded from the 3-month
programme to a 9-month programme. | want to
congratulate the Minister of Labour for doing that within
one year of being in office and those 9-month programmes
led to the opening of a house completely built by persons
who underwent the training programme as skills training.

This is not a contentious matter in that sense. |
therefoream a little saddened that the Honourable Member
for St. Michadl East took the line he took, and that he was
offended. | am sorry if he was offended but the redlity is
that even when he read the record which has been caled
where | clearly said that any young person under 25 years
should not seek to go far work unless he or she has a skitl
or certificate so they can give someone a reason to hire
them, the word "should” is not mandatory. The word
""should" meansthat it should happen, that it is possible. If
| hed said that they cannot go for ajob then | would have
said what he first accused me of saying, so | want to make
that point.

| want aso to refer to the fact, that the Honourable
Member for the City raised the issue as to the other part of
the supplementary. That other part of the supplementary is
for a debt which the last Government Ieft in relation to

Queen's Callege. It was a matter where they had to cease
work on the pavilion which was awarded to Gray
Contractors. That debt was, in fact as a result of the fact
that the Government in 1991 stopped paying the contractor.

The contractor on November 6, 1991 gave notice to
the architect that he was vacating the site because he had
not been paid. In fairness to the contractor, he could not
continue work without being paid. The Government then
made absolutely no provison for payment in 1992/93.
Further to that, in the financia year of 1992/93 they told
the architect and the contractor that they did not know
when they could resume. This $104 000 is redly only the
baance o the $304 000 that is needed to settle this old
debt which we have inherited from the last Government.

We have savings of $233 874 in the Head dealing
with the Condruction of Schools under the IDB
Programme because we are starting those schools in
January ingtead of November. As a result, we are asking
this Honourable Chamber to give us $104 000 so that we
can pay the contractor Gray Engineering and Contractors
Ltd. $304 000 dthough he had originaly clamed
$520 000, so that he could be compensated for what was,
in fact, a breach of contract by the Government.in 1991, So
it is a settlement of an old debt. It is being setiled as a
compromisefor what was originaly claimed.

Aside.

Hon. MissM. A. MOTLEY: Thereare afew moredf
those old debts stiil to come.

Mr. Chairman, that, in essence, represents the
supplementary. With those words | would like to thank al
Honourable Members again for speaking.

| beg to move that Head 34 stand part.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, | beg to
second that.

The question that Head 34 stand part was put and
resolved in the affirmative without division.

On the motion of Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER, seconded
by Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported
to His Honour the SPEAKER the passing of one Money
Resolution in Committee of Supply, and Mr. SPEAKER
resumed the Chair and reported accordingly.

On the separate motions of Hon. Miss M. A
MOTTLEY, seconded by Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER, the
Resolution was read a first and second time and agreed to.
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ORDER NO. 3 - RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE
CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT (GENERAL)
(AMENDMENT) (NO. 2)

ORDER, 199

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, | riseto
introduce this resolution which is before this Honourable
Chamber. This resolution, in fact, seeks to abolish the post
of the Buildings Officer in the Ministry of Education and
the abolition should take effect from the date of the
publication of the Order in the Official Gazette.

6.00 p.m.

This is a matter that has come to this Parliament
before but there was a difficulty in terms of the date and
redly it is only correcting a technica problem that hes
occurred.

| beg to move that the Resolution do now pass.
Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

ORDER NO. 7 - RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE
LEASE OF A PARCEL OF LAND AT SPRING
GARDEN, ST. LUCY TO WENDY
EVERSLEY FOR AGRICUL-

TURAL PURPOSES

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, this Resolution
pertains to the lease of approximately 2.023 hectares of
land a Spring Garden, St. Lucy to Miss Wendy Everdey
for agricultural purposes.

By virtue o Statutory Instrument No. 26 of 1995,
563.3 square metres of land at Bryan's Road, Welchman
Hdl, St. Thomas was acquired by the Crown for the
preservation of ecological and aesthetic valueof Harrisons
Cave. You may recall that earlier in the year we brought to
this House a resolution for the acquisition of some land
because of the fact that it was discovered that there were
certain activities on the land which was disrupting the
activity at the Cave. There was actually seepage from pig
pens and other farming activity in the areaand Government
decided to acquirethe land. Miss Everdey was accordingly
compensated for her land but obvioudy she would like to
continue her farming activity and it was agreed a the time
that Government would accommodate her. Through her
atorney she submitted an application to the Divison of
Housing to lease between 3 and 5 acres of Government
owned land at Spring Hall, St. Lucy to accommodate her
smdl farm.

Subsequent to the above request the Cabinet had
dready agreed to her gpplication that she be leased the said

aea It was aso agreed that the lease should be for a
period of 10 years at the rate of $150.00 per acre per
annum. Negotiations between the Division of Housing and
her attorney were concluded in those terms. Asaresult this
resolution now seeks to have Parliamentary approva for
the said lease which would be for a period of 10 years with
an option to purchase. The rent will be at arate of $150.00
per acre per annum. It will be subject to review in the fifth
year. Of course the lessee -vill comply with the town
planning and other statutory requirements. She will also be
responsiblefor the payment of land taxes, if any, and shall
meet other expenditure arising out of the development of
the said land.

With those few remarks, Mr. Speaker, | beg to move
that this resolution do now pass.

Hon. MissB. A. MILLER: | beg to second that.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Speaker, wheress |
have no problem in supporting this resolution that is
alowing this lady to lease the land at Spring Garden, St.
Lucy, | mug draw to the attention of the Minigter that the
time the lady went to look at the land she would have been
happy about leasing the land in that particular area but |
must point out to the Minister that the road, as ¥ now
gtands, needs to be widened. The potholes need to be
repaired. The lighting conditions need to be fixed and last
but not least the water main as it stands now would not be
able to accommodeate this lady and the other residents at
Spring Garden.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, Spring Garden is an area that has
been fast growing and you have a situation that when one
turns on the pipe in Spring Garden the other person hasto
wait so | am regquegting the Minigter to move swiftly to
remove the half-inch main that is in Spring Garden and
replace it with a bigger main because when one is keeping
pigs you need to have a good supply of water and if you
are not prepared to dea with this problem | will be
prepared to withdraw my support on this particular
resolution for thissimplereason. If you do not have a good
water supply in Spring Garden the residents will soon be
asking me to bring a resolution to ask the lady to remove
her pig pens from that particular area. The same way that
it cannot Sit at Harrisons Cave it cannot be alowed to go
to St. Lucy unless you are prepared to put in the necessary
amenities.

| said | would support it but you must assure me that
you are quite prepared to correct the problem a Spring
Garden. This now fals to the Minister of Hedlth and dso
to the Miniger of Transport and Works. The Honourable
Member for Christ Church South will be able to tdl you
about the Spring Garden area because he is dways in S
Lucy and he knows nmy problems. There is a serious
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need for a debushing programmein that area If you are
coming from Hope Road, going to Spring Garden you have
to be very, very careful when you get into the bottom or
you can get a serious accident that can cause life. The
same problem that we have at Spring Garden we have at
Samonsand Salmonsleadsto Archers Bay. Every day you
have tours going to Archers Bay and they have to squeeze
through a road that is normally a wide road.

As| havesaid in this Assembly dready, Sir, it seems
to me that all the development stopsat the Judge Gap. The
Judge Gap is that point, Sir, where Six Mens ends and it
leads to the Colleton area by the hdf way house and goes
on to Haf Moon Fort. | do not know, Sir, if thereis some
special coincidencethat dl the development, whether it be
debushing, road repairs, maring, you nameit, it stopsat the
JudgeGap. Coasta conservationstopstheretao Sir, | have
no problem in supportingthis land lease providing that the
Ministers who are responsiblefor this are prepared to give
some goodies to that beautiful congtituency of St. Lucy.

The Honourable Member for St. George North would
know &bout this and the Honourable Member for Christ
Church South would know about it too. Thereisa property
in &. Lucy, Sir, a beach house, a Freyers Well, that
property was up for sale. Just last week some person came
and was willing and prepared to purchase this property
becausethey stayed at a property belonging to a doctor, but
after the rain, Sir, the road was in such a state that they
said that they did not mind foregoing the deposit they hed
paid but they cannot afford now to buy the property. | got
acall from the doctor and | said that | would mention it in
the House o Assembly and | hope that the Honourable
Member for St. George North will support me because he
knows that in that particular aeain &. Lucy it had 3 bay
houses in the 1970's and each of those bay houses has a
pool. We the people of St. Lucy know when those bay
houses used to be rented on a daily bads. We now talk
about Sandy Lane, Sir, but those bay houses were more
popular before Sandy Lane. All | am saying is that once
the necessary infrastructureis put in placeand if you give
us the right amenities in . Lucy, we will provide the
necessary thing to meke sure that we provide the
employment. | must also declare an interest lest | be
accused of talking about an area where my family has an
interest. | must admit that my father also livesin that area.
So | do not want anybody to believe..

6.10 pm

Aside.

~

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Speaker, you see in
Barbados we have to be very careful how we represent the
interest of anybody who is related to you, because | do not
want this House of Assembly to strike on me. | am very
serious about this, so let me declare my interest that down

by FreyersWell is where my father lives and where it so
happens that | am fortunate to own a small piece of land.

Mr. Speaker, | an saying that ...
Aside.

Mr. D. S. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Speaker, can | havea
little silence in this Assembly? We must be serious and if
we are serioudy thinking of developing Barbados, Sir, the
condtituency that holds the most opportunity for job
cregtion is the condtituency of &. Lucy and the people are
not asking for much. All they are asking for is to give
them the amenities and they will do the rest. Let me show
you an example, Sir. Those 4 bay houses at Freyers Well
did not ask the Government to declare Freyers Wdl a
development area. They built up that areaout of their funds
without asking the taxpayers to accommodate them. They
have not deprived my people of being able to go to the
beach. Any time you have an area and it must be
deveoped, Sir, it must have the necessary amenities. In the
same way, Sir, | an asking for those amenitiesat Spring
Garden, | am asking for the necessary amenities at Freyers
Wéll, and that is that the road that used to be good which
was destroyed by the rain | am asking that the Minister of
Trangport and Works repair the road. He can be assured
that nobody will be able to block the people of St. Lucy
from going to the beach down a Freyers Well. T can give
him tha assurance. He does not have to worry about the
other side on the West Coast, but nobody will be able to
block the poor peoplefrom travelting from Checker Hall 1o
Freyers Well.

As | said, | will support this resolution for this lease
of land & Spring Garden providing the Minister is prepared
to put in the necessary amenities to make sure that the
people in Spring Garden are not affected by the project. If
| get acomplgint from my people a Spring Garden, | will
have to come and attack the Minister. When | attack him,
| will attack him rough because he has been fore-warned
that if the project goes there and | have given it my
blessings, he has to change the water main. He also has to
get his workmen to do a serious debushing programme at
Spring Garden. The people at Spring Garden happen to be
one of those groups of peopie that have asked you for a
road into Spring Garden. So when you are giving them the
pig pens, please give them the road, the water main and
also a the same time debush the area. Thank you very
much.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable
Member has strayed far and wide from the resolution so it
is really not necessary for me to comment on most of the
points which he has mentioned. | could only give him the
assurance that when the lady, Ms. Everdey, makes her
application to Town and Country Planning Department any
services that need to be provided by Government before
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the pig pens and the other farming activity that she
contemplates, will be done by the Ministry.

With those few remarks, Mr. Speaker, | beg to move
that this resolution do now pass.

Hon. Miss M. A. MO'ITLEY: | beg to second that,
Sir.

ORDER NO. 6 - RESOLUTION TO- APPROVE THE
SALE TO PALACE E. GARDENSLTD. OF
A PARCEL OF LAND NEAR CRANE,
ST. PHILIP FOR RESIDEN-
TIAL DEVELOPMENT

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, this resolution is
for the sale of 2035 square meters of land near the Crane,
St. Philip. Palace E. Gardens owns 1.6902 hectares of land
at the Crane, St. Philip, which abutson 3 sides on the 2035
sguare metres of Government owned land on which the
ruins of the old Malaria Hospital stand. They propose to
develop their land into residential lots but consider that a
more efficient use can be made of the area if the lands of
the old Malaria Hospital are integrated into the entire
development. The company had expressed an interest in
purchasing this bit of Government land for sometime. It
goes back to 1991 when the previous Administration had
decided that they would dispose of the land at $1.20 per
square foot. The price appears to be somewhat low when
we did our valuation about a year ago as a result of which
we asked for another valuation of the property. The new
valuation shows that the land is worth about $1.50 per
square foot which is almost similar to the previous
valuation taken into consideration at the time when the
original valuation was done.

Theland itself iscentrally located between an existing
and a proposed middle income development which form
part of the greater housing developmentin the region of the
Crane, Union Hall and Belair. Given its location, shallow
soil coverage and accessibility to regular bus service, the
site isof some residential value. It is not of much value to
Government because of its land-locked nature.

6.20 p.m.

Following the recent decision of this Administration
to sell vacant lands, the previous offer which was made
was taken up by Government and, as | indicated earlier, it
was agreed to sell the said land to Palace E. Gardens Ltd.
at the said price of $1.50 per square foot. The Chief Town
Planner has indicated that he has no objection to the
proposed use. The Commissioner of Land Tax has valued
the land at $32 800. Parliamentary approva is now being
sought for the sale of the said land to Palace E. Gardens
Ltd. a the unit price of $1.50 per square foot.

| beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. MissH. E. THOMPSON: | beg to second that,
Sir.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Speaker, when one
looks at this disposal of land again by'Government, one
must question the price of theland. The Minister admitted
that thishasgood residential vatue, but yet the Government
isselling it at $1.50 per sguare foot. If thisland is being
sold to asmall man, | have no problem with the sale, but
if itisbeing sold to somebody who is able to take thisland
and convert it and sell it at $7.00 per square foot, then |
have a problem with this.

Earlier this year, Mr. Speaker, | said that when
Governmentis disposing of land, | feel within mysdf that
the small man should get an opportunity to purchase some
of thisland the Government is disposing of. The Minister
at thetime said that it is Government'spolicy to dispose of
land to the highest bidder. | would like to know if thisland
went out to bids and if $1.50 is the highest bid they have
received. If $1.50 is the highest bid, | have no problem
with that, becauseit falls well within Government policy.
But | have a problem if a small man wanted the land and
he was deprived of the land because it was given to
someone else. Thisis probably a little over 20 000 square
feet and it means that the cost of this property is $30 OO0.
| believe there are some small people who would liketo be
able to go to the bank and get the necessary financing to
buy this piece of land. If there is the necessary
infrastructurein place, they could turn around and sell this
land some time later at a good profit.

Mr. Speaker, | will want to find out from the Minister
if this land went out to bids and if this was the highest
offer they have received.

Thanks very much.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, as | indicated
earlier, the decision was made by the previous
administrationto sell theland at $1.20 per square foot. All
we have doneis to confirm the decision to sell, but we had
the same concern the Honourable Member had, as a result
of which we asked for a valuation of theland and the price
we got was $1.50 per square foot. We said we should sell
this land to the small man. This is land that is useful to
nobody else but the persons who are buying the land,
because it is surrounded on three sides by this particular
development. When we are talking about a good residential
area, we are taking the land as a whole because there is
absol utely nothing that can be done with thisland. | said it
isthe site of the old malaria hospital and that alone should
tell him that even the small man he is talking about would
need certain assurances, even if it was land at the side of
the road.
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With respect to whether or not the land went out to
tender, as he is talking about, thisland isbeing sold in the
same manner to adjoining land owners as the last
administrationsold land to adjoining land ownersin places
like Brighton. It is in keeping with that same policy, so |
do not know what the Honourable Member istalking about.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: On a point of order, Mr.
Speaker. The HonourableMember is mid eadingthe House,
because one Government cannot have two policies at the
same time.

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the point of order?

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: The point of order is that
he is giving the impression that they are operating off the
Demoacratic Labour Party's policy. As you know, Sir, no
new Government can operate on another Government's
policy, they have to dictate their own policy. He has
already enunciated in this House that all land sales will be
dictated by the policies of the Barbados Labour Party,
which will be the highest bidder.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, | beg to move that
this Resolution do now pass.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

QUESTION TIME

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, | would
wish to call Question Time at thistime. | believethere are
Members on the Other Side who would have an interest in
the Replies to Questions of which notice was given earlier
today.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St.
Lucy, Questions 25 and 26; the Honourable M ember for St.
John is not here for Question No. 34; the Honourable
Member for St. Michagl South East, Questions 38, 39 and
40.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: The Right Honourable
Prime Minister is not here to give the Reply to that
Question, so we cannot deal with that one today, Mr.
Speaker. Certainly the Minister of Public Works and
Housing is ready to offer the Reply.

Mr. SPEAKER: Questions 25 and 26, the Honourable
Member for St. Lucy.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Question No. 25 reads as
follows, Sir:

"To ak the Minister of Public Works, Transport and
Housing: Will the Minister state Government'sPolicy

in relation to the provision of adequate levels of
drinking water in Barbados in view of the official
estimate that the growth of demand at therate of four
per cent per year will reach the limit of available
supply by the year 2000?”

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, the Reply to
Parliamentary Question No. 25 asked by the Honourable
Member for St. Lucy is asfollows:

"The Government's policy is to guarantee a steady
supply of drinking water of the highest quality to all
citizens."

Mr. SPEAKER: Any supplementaries? We move on
then to Question No. 26.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Mr. Speaker, Question No.
26 reads as follows:

"To ak the Minister of Public Works, Transport and
Housing: Will the Minister cause an evauation to be
made of the current placement of bus poles with
special consideration being given to (1) the locations
of recent housing developments and commercia
centres, and (2) concessionary provisions for disabled
and aged persoas using public service vehicies?”

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: The Reply to Parliamentary
Question No. 26 is as follows:

"1. Yes, Sir.

2. The Gevernment does give special consideration
i0 the location o housing developments,
commercial centresand the matter of safety in the
placement of bus stops.”

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: Supplementary Question,
Sir. Will the Minister tell this House how we can identify
the bus stops that belong to the MTW and the bus stops
that do nor belong to the MTW?1I am saying now that | am
seeing two different types on the road.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, to the best of my
knowledge, information and belief, all of the bus stopsin
Barbados belong to MTW.

6.30 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: Reply to Question No. 38 asked by
the Honourable Member for St. Michael South East.

Mr. H. F. LASHLEY: Mr. Speaker, Question No. 33
reads as follows:

"Will the Minister state: 1. The basis on which the
Alma Parris remedial school is one of the




3849

secondary school choices under the partial zoning system.
2. Whether it is proposed to drop the teaching o foreign
languages from sixth form curriculain secondary schoals,
and 3. Whether it is the policy of Government to render
financial support for new private secondary schools to be
established in Barbados?

Hon. MissM. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, the Reply
to Parliamentary Question No. 38 is as follows:

"(i) The Alma Parris Memorid School is a
secondary school and islocated in Zone 1, thus
it fdls within the focus o the Education
Regulations dated December 27, 1995.

(i) No, Sir,

(iii) The Government will only render financia
support in respect o the following items.

- award of bursaries for pupils attending

- provison of teachers saaries depending on the
roll

- subventions for specific subject areas
- participation in the Text Book Loan Scheme
- any other assistance as considered necessary.

This has been the edtablished policy of the
Government of Barbados since 1965."

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Will the Minigter kindly State if
there are any specific schools identified for any specific
funding by the Ministry?

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: There are no specific
schoals identified. Schools are only identified once they
meset the criteriaso cited earlier.

M. J. O, TUDOR: Will the Minister stateif therehas
been a survey carried out under the auspices of the
Minigtry which is seeking to set up a private secondary
school?

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: The Minigtry has not
been seeking to carry out any survey to set up any private
secondary school and any applications that come in to the
Ministry ae under the Education Ad and those
applications are determined by the criteria previoudy
dtated.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Has the Minigter given permisson
to a specific group of interested personstrying to set up a

private secondary boys school, a privileged secondary
boys school?

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: | have not given ay
permission for any new secondary school under thecriteria
previoudy cited. | have given absolutely no permission.

Hon. MissB. A. MILLEP; A supplementary, Sir. Can
the Miniger say whether Barbados has yet reached the
place where there is a secondary school place for every
child o secondary school age?

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: There is not ye a
dtuation where the Government can provide secondary
school placesfor every child of secondary school'age.

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Can the Minister say
whether it is proposed that the teaching of foreign
languages will be introduced at the primary leve in
Barbados?

Hon. MissM. A. MO'ITLEY: TheMinistry isnow in
negotiations through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with
the Cogta Rican Government to have a pilot programme
established for the exchange of teachers to teach Spanish
in primary schools from next September where four
primary school teachers from Costa Rica will come here
and four from Barbadoswill go to Costa Rica so that we
can introduce the teaching d Spanish in 20 primary
schoolsas a pilot project and that teaching of Spanish will
be purdy on a conversationa basis.

Mr. SPEAKER: Question 39 asked by the Honourable
Member for St. Michael South Eagt.

Mr. H. F.LASHLEY : Mr. Speaker, Question 39 reads
as follows;

"Will the Minigter state: 1. The criteria which
were prescribed for and applied by Governmentin
the gppointment of 'Y outh Commissioners, and 2.
The tems of reference of the Youth
Commissioners?’

Hon. MissM. A. MOTTLEY: The Reply to Question
No. 39 isas follows.

"(@ Youth Commissioners were sdected and
appointed on the bads of a background o
demongtrated work in the community and with
the youth, in particular within the digtrict in
which they reside.

(d) The role of the Youth Commissioners is to
facilitatethe redisation of the crestive potentia
of young people by mobilising, guiding and
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coordinating their access to the wide range of
governmental and non-governmental Services
availablein the society.

(c) Thedutiesof Youth Commissionersare:

- Toliaisewith young personsso as to motivate
them and to provide accessto information for
those young persons, to facilitate their
progress or to assig in dealing with their
difficulties.

- To identify, collect and maintan basc
information through a short questionnaire of
every young person in the assigned district
ages 15 to 30 so that programmes may be
formulated reflecting their needsand interests.

- To identify, collect and maintain information
on the nature, activitiesand membership of al
groups and organisations within the district.

- To maintain a directory of all services and
programmesavailable in Barbadosreevant to
the needs of young people.

- To facilitate the access of young people to
services and programmes relevant to their
needs and mobilise their use of t hese services
and programmes towards their own self-
development.

- To promote, mobiliseand extend the activities
and membership of youth groups and
organisations involving youth in the district.

- To assig non-governmenta organisations in
their programming geared to young people.”

Mr. J. 0. TUDOR Will the Minigter state if the
Ministry has given any of the youth commissioners
permission to drink rum on a day?

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: | know of no such
permisson having been given.

Mr. J O. TUDOR: Will the Miniger dtate if sheis
monitoring the behaviour and the work of the Youth
Commissioners?

Hon. MissM. A. MOTTLEY: The head of the youth
development programme receives reports from the senior
youth commissioners related to the work of dl youth
commissionersin Barbadosand that report is forwarded to
the Director of Youth Affairs who then forwardsit to any
necessary person it has to be taken.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: My last submisson. Is the
Minister going to be sending scrutineers to monitor the
persons who are preparing the reports to see that the
reports are accurateand give precise information about the
behaviour of the youth commissioners?

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Senior Youth
Commissioners have the role of supervisng the youth
commissoners and they monitor behaviour and
performance.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: | just want to ask the Minister,
Mr. Speaker, whether the survey of which she spoke hes
assisted Government in formulating policy?

Hon. MissM. A. MOTTLEY: The survey which wes
conducted by the youth commissioners targetted 80 000
persons and in fact completed nearly 70 000 persons
interviewed during the course of the last 12 months and it
informed Government's policy in relation to the
establishment of mass based training programmes which
has trained over 3 000 young people this year done
because of the fact that the survey reflected that very few
young people were involved in structured and supervised
activity and very few young people belonged to clubs or
organisations of a social nature and this has in fact been
congstent with the survey also done at the Prison by the
Criminal Task Force.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Among the duties of the youth
commissonersidentfied by the Minister she did indicate
that the youth commissioners were supposed to identify,
collect and maintain information on the nature, activities
and the membershipd dl groups and organisations within
the district and to maintain a directory of all services and
programmes available in Barbadosrelevant to the needs of
young people. | would like to know from the Minister what
has been done in this area?

6.40 p.m.

Hon. MissM. A. MOTTLEY: The Ministry of Youth
Affairs has dready published a directory of dl youth
groups, organisations and services. This is now available
within the Ministry of Youth Affairs. It has in addition
maintained and collated adirectory of all community clubs
and organisations which now accesses support services
from within the Ministry of Youth Affairs whether it is
technical, administrative or photocopying.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Was this information available
during the period of the last Administration?

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: There was no such
programme undertaken by the last Adminigtration in
relation to youth affairs. There was no such directory
compiled in a comprehensive manner and there were no
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facilities available to all community clubs and all socia
organizationsin relation to youth affairsin Barbados.

Mr. D. St. E. KELLMAN: A supplementary question.
Can the Honourable Minister tell us what help the youth
commissionershave given to the youth serviceat St. Lucy,
please?

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTLEY: The youth com-
missioners have assisted at St. Lucy in relation to the
support programmes, the maintenance of watch on an
evening at St. Lucy, as well as the training of the youth
service recruitsin relation to map reading at the Barbados
Y outh Service.

QUESTION NO. 40 RE PIC-O-DE-CROP FINALS

Mr. SPEAKER: Question 40 asked by the Honourable
Member for St. Michael South East.

Mr. H. F. LASHLEY: To ask the Minister of
Education, Youth Affairsand Culture:

"Will the Minister state the net profit received by the
National Cultural Foundation from the Pic-o-de-Crop
semi-finals and-finals in 1995?"

Hon. MissM. A. MOTLEY : The net profit received
by the National Cultural Foundation from the Pic-o-de-
Crop semi-finals was $10 079 and from the finalsin 1995
was $96 032.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: A supplementary question. Will
the Minister state whether the originator of the Pic-o-de-
Crop semi-finals at Bathsheba was paid his appropriate
royalties?

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTLEY: There was no such
originator in relation to any idea and since there is no
copyright in an idea under the laws of Barbados no
royalties will be payable to anyone.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Is the Minister aware that
Magistrate Greaves has said publicly that he is the
originator of theidea of taking the festival to Bathsheba or
on the East Coast Road and he is complaining that he has
never been paid for hisideas?

Hon. MissM. A. MOTTLEY: | am aware that he has
said so publicly but since there is no such provision for
copyright in an idea no royalties are accruable under the
laws of Barbados.

A question asked by the Honourable Member for
St. Michael East was ordered expunged from the records
by Mr. SPEAKER.

Mr. J. O. TUDOR: Is the Minister aware that she
made comments to the effect that the Pic-o-de-Crop
semi-finads made in excess of $200 000 and to date
reported that it has only made $10 000?

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, the
Minister only made commentsin relation to gate receipts
and not profit.

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Mr. Speaker, will the Minister
please state the overall profit that was made on the event?

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: The Crop-Over
Festival 1995 made a loss of $93 644.

Mr. SPEAKER: No more?

Hon. G. W. PAYNE: Just one more question, Sir.
Without refemng to anything in the Press, Mr. Speaker,
will the Minister please state whether or not the police was
paid out of the monies which were mentioned just now?

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Yes, the police were
paid out of thisamount. The loss of $93 000 takes account
of the fact that the police were paid in excess of $75 000
from this amount, this amount now being paid by the
Ministry of Legal Affairsas part of the general law and
order maintenance for Barbados.

Mr. D. S E. KELLMAN: A Supplementary
Question, Mr. Speaker. Will the Minister state if 1995 was
the first year that the police was paid by the NCF?

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTT'LEY: No, it is not the first
year the police was paid by the NCF.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Miss B. A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | am
glad that we were able to dispose of some of the several
Questions on the Order Paper.

At thistime | would wish to move that this House do
adjourn until Tuesday, November 5, 1996 at 11:00 o'clock
in the morning.

Hon. Miss H. E. THOMPSON: | beg to.second that,
Sir.

The question that the House do now adjourn until
Tuesday, November 5, 1996 at 11.00 a.m. was put and
resolved in the gffirmative without division and Mr.
SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly.

6.47 p.m.

A
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