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PARLIAMENT 2008 – 2013

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, February 12, 2008

Pursuant to the Proclamation by His Excellency the 
Governor-General,  Sir  Clifford  Straughn  Husbands,  the 
first Meeting of the House of Assembly of the Parliament 
of  2008-2012  convened  at  4.00  p.m.  at  Parliament 
Buildings, Bridgetown on the February 12, 2008.

Pursuant  to  the  issuing  of  Writs,  the  Honourable 
Members elected to continue the General Assembly for the 
Session assembled in the Assembled Chambers as follows:-

Hon. D. J. H. THOMPSON, LL.B.(Hons.)(St. John)

Hon.  Miss  M.  A.  MOTTLEY,  Q.C.,  LL.B.  (St. 
Michael North East)

Rt. Hon. O. S. ARTHUR, M.Sc.(Econ.)(St. Peter)

Mr. G. W. PAYNE, Q.C. (St. Andrew)

Hon.R.C.EASTMOND,J.P.,LL.M(Leic)  LL.B.
(Hons.)Lond.),B.A. (Hons), Dip. Ed.(St. James North)

Mr. G. A. CLARKE, J.P., B.Sc., Dip.Ed.(St. George 
North)

Mr. H.F. LASHLEY(St. Michael South East)

Mr.  R.  St.C.  TOPPIN,  LL.B.(Hons.)(St.  Michael 
North)

Mr. D. St.E. KELLMAN (St. Lucy)

Miss C. Y. FORDE, J.P., L.C.P.,(St. Thomas)

Hon.  R.  D.  JONES,  J.P.,  M.A.  (Ed.),B.A.  (Hons.)
(Christ Church East Central)

Dr, the Hon. D. C. ESTWICK, M.B.B.S.,B.Sc.,(St. 
Philip West)

Mr.  D.  D.  MARSHALL, LL.B.  (Hons.)  L.E.C.(St. 
Joseph)

Hon.  M.  A.  LASHLEY,  LL.B.(Hons.)  (St.Philip 
North)

Dr.  W.  F.  DUGUID,  B.D.S.  (Comm.),J.P.  B.D.S.
(Comm.) F.D.S., FDRCS (Christ Church West) Hon. R. L. 
SEALY, M.B.A., B.Sc., (St. Michael South Central)

Hon. F.J. STUART, B.A., LL.M.(St. Michael South)

Hon. J.D.E. BOYCE, B.C.H., MRAC (Christ Church 
South))

Hon.  E.  G.  HUTSON  F.C.C.A.,  C.A.(St.  James 
Central)

Hon. S. D. BLACKETT (St. Michael Central))

Mr.J.D. PAUL, B.Sc. (St. Michael West Central)

Dr.  the  Hon.  D.S.  LOWE,  Ed.D.,  M.Ed.,  B.A., 
Dip.Theology (Christ Church East)

Mr. A. D. BRATHWAITE, LL.B.(Hons.)(St. Philip 
South)

Mr. S. A. LASHLEY, B.Sc., LL.B. (Hons.), L.E.C. 
(Christ Church West Central)

Hon. P. M. T. TODD, B.Sc.(City of Bridgetown)

Hon.  D.  O’N.  INNISS,M.B.A.,  B.Sc.,  Dip.  (St. 
James South)

Hon.  C.  P.  SINCKLER  M.Sc.,  B.A.,(St.  Michael 
North Wes)
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Dr. the Hon. E. R. BYER-SUCKOO,M.B.B.S. (St. 
George South)

Hon.  M.A.  CARRINGTON,  B.A.,LL.B.  (St. 
Michael West)

Hon.  K.  St.C.  BEST,  Ll.B.  (Hons.),  L.E.C.  (St. 
Michael East)

ORDER NO. 1 – PROCLAMATION OF COMMENCEMENT 
OF

SESSION

The  Clerk  of  Parliament  read  the  following 
Proclamation:

“By His Excellency Sir Clifford Straughn Husbands, 
Knight  Grand Cross of  the Most  Distinguished Order of 
Saint  Michael  and Saint  George,  Knight  of  St.  Andrew, 
Governor-General of Barbados.

C. Straughn HUSBANDS

GOVERNOR-GENERAL

A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS it  is  provided by Section 60(1) of  the 
Constitution that each session of Parliament shall be held at 
such place and commence at such time as the Governor-
General may appoint:

AND WHEREAS it  is  expedient  that  a  session of 
Parliament  shall  be  held  at  the  Parliament  Buildings, 
Bridgetown commencing on Tuesday, February 12, 2008:

NOW THEREFORE by virtue and in exercise of the 
power and authority in me vested I, Sir Clifford Straughn 
Husbands, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished 
Order  of  Saint  Michael  and Saint  George,  Knight  of  St. 
Andrew,  Governor-General  of  Barbados,  DO  HEREBY 
APPOINT the  Parliament  Buildings,  Bridgetown,  as  the 
place  at  which  a  session  of  Parliament  shall  be  held  at 
16:00  hours  in  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  February  12, 
2008, as the time at which the session shall commence.

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Public  Seal  of 
Barbados, this 25th Day of January 2008 and in the Fifty-
sixth Year of Her Majesty’s reign.

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN”

ORDER NO. 2 – ELECTION OF SPEAKER

THE CLERK OF PARLIAMENT: I am to announce 
to Honourable Members that I have received a letter from 

the Private Secretary to the Governor-General in the name 
of His Excellency the Governor-General stating:

“Goovernment House

Barbados

12 February, 2008

I am directed to forward herewith two copies of the 
Proclamation which has been issued by His Excellency, the 
Governor-General,  appointing  Tuesday,  12th  February, 
2008 at 16:00 hours as the time at which the first session of 
the new Parliament shall be held.

I am further to inform you that it is His Excellency’s 
desire that the House shall elect a Speaker at the beginning 
of that session at 16:00 hours and before it proceeds to the 
dispatch  of  any  other  business,  under  the  provisions  of 
Order  No.  2(1),  in  the Standing Orders  of  the House of 
Assembly.

I  am  to  request  that  you  inform  Members  of  the 
House of Assembly accordingly.

Yours faithfully,

P.A. Layne (Mrs.)

Private Secretary to His Excellency,

The Governor-General.”

Under  Standing  Order  No.  2,  at  the  beginning  of 
each  session,  and  before  the  House  proceeds  to  the 
despatch of any other business the Clerk, when so directed 
by His Excellency the Governor-General, shall inform the 
House of His Excellency’s desire of the House to elect a 
Speaker.  Under  paragraph  3  of  the  Standing  Orders,  a 
Member,  having  first  ascertained  that  the  Member 
proposed is willing to serve if elected may, arising in his 
place and addressing himself to the Clerk, propose that any 
other Member do take the Chair as Speaker. If the proposal 
is  seconded  and  no  other  Member  is  proposed  for  the 
office,  the  Member  so  proposed  shall  be  called  by  the 
House to the Chair, without question being put.

Mr. CLERK:  Is there a proposal for the Office of 
Speaker to this Honourable House?

Hon.  R.D.  JONES:  I  propose  the  Honourable 
Member for St. Michael West.

Hon. D.J.H. THOMPSON: I beg to second that, Sir.

Mr. CLERK: Is there any other proposal of Speaker 
to this Honourable House? If there are no other proposals, I 
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declare that the Honourable Member for St. Michael West 
should  be  called  to  the  Chair  of  this  House  by  all 
Honourable Members.

Mr. SPEAKER was called to the Chair without any 
question put.

Mr. SPEAKER: The House is now in session.

Honourable Memberes, first let me thank you most 
sincerely  for  demonstrating  your  confidence  in  me  by 
electing me as your Presiding Officer. Indeed, I deem it an 
honour that you have so selected me. I pledge that during 
this session, I will exercise my utmost to ensure that my 
functions  are  carried  out  in  the  best  traditions  of  this 
hallowed office. I expect that you will assist me in carrying 
out those functions with dignity and honour, with equity 
and  fairness  and  perhaps,  most  of  all,  without  fear  or 
favour.

I understand that given the nature of our business, it 
requires  the  kind  of  patience  of  which  few  men 
comprehend,  even  fewer  ascribe  to  and  even  fewer  still 
achieve.  Nonetheless  we  must  try.  I  am  sure  that  with 
mutual cooperation, commitment and support, the business 
of this Honourable House will be conducted with all due 
respect, with efficiency and most of all, with due despatch.

I thank you, Members.

We will  now proceed with the election of Deputy 
Speaker.

House A1, sequence 01, 16:10:14

Tuesday, February 12, 2008

ORDER NO. 3 – ELECTION OF DEPUTY SPEAKER

On the motion of the Hon. R. D. JONE S, seconded 
by Hon. D. J. H. THOMPSON, the Honourable Member 
for St. Michael East was elected Deputy Speaker..

ORDER NO,. 4

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

On the motion of the Hon. R. D. JONES, seconded 
by  the  Hon.  D.  J.  H.  THOMPSON,  the  Honourable 
Member  for  Christ  Church  West  Central  was  elected 
Chairman of Committees.

House A1 Sequence 2

4.28 p.m.

“Tuesday, February 12, 2008

MR. SPEAKER: Honourable Members, the order of 
the  Procession  out  has  already  been  determined.  I 
understand it will be in order of your seniority, and you are 
asked to assemble accordingly.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

Hon. Mr. R. D. JONES: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this Honourable House be now suspended to ascertain 
the readiness of the Other Place to receive us.

Hon. D. J. H. THOMPSON: I beg to second that, Sir.

The question that the Sitting be suspended, in order 
to ascertain the readiness of the Other Place, was put and 
resolved  in  the  affirmative  without  division,  and  Mr. 
SPEAKER suspended the Sitting accordingly.

4.20 p.m.

.

SUMMONING OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

His  Excellency  the  Acting  Governor-General 
directed the Sergeant-at-Arms to summon the Members of 
the House of the Assembly.

The Members of the House of Assembly led by The 
Speaker elect entered the Senate Chamber and took their 
places.

The  Speaker  elect,  Mr.  Michael  A.  Carrington, 
addressed  His  Excellency  the  Acting  Governor-General 
informing him of his election as Speaker and sought His 
Excellency’s approval of his election.

His  Excellency  the  Acting  Governor-General 
approved the election of His Honour the Speaker who then 
sought  and  obtained  from  His  Excellency  the  Acting 
Governor-General  the  Ancient  Rights  and  Privileges  as 
enjoyed by former Assemblies.

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

His  Excellency  the  Acting  Governor-General 
delivered the following address:
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SPEECH BY HIS EXCELLENCY

THE ACTING GOVERNOR-GENERAL AT THE

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT

FEBRUARY 12, 2008

INTRODUCTION

Mr. President and Members of the Senate;

Mr.  Speaker  and  Members  of  the  House  of 
Assembly.

The representatives of the House of Assembly have 
been elected;  and the Members of  the Senate have been 
selected.

You  have  met  and  have  chosen  your  respective 
Presiding Officers.

Parliament is now fully constituted and so the new 
term of this great Parliament can begin.

It is now my privilege and my duty to outline my 
Government’s  programme  for  the  second  Parliamentary 
term of the 21st Century.

# “NATIONAL OBJECTIVES

My Government comes to this hallowed place at this 
critical juncture in the history of this nation, fully conscious 
of  the  varying  yet  significant  contributions  that  our 
predecessors have made to the cumulative development of 
our beloved country. This Parliament is also acutely aware 
of the awesome responsibility and the great expectations 
which  the  people  of  this  country  have  placed  on  the 
shoulders of their representatives.

This second Parliamentary term of the 21st Century 
starts  at  a  time  when  there  is  much  foreboding 
internationally  about  global  climate  change,  growing 
anxiety about global peace and security, and most recently 
great fears of global economic depression.

These notwithstanding, my Government reaffirms its 
commitment  to  moving Barbados forward while  keeping 
and promoting our cherished traditions, aspiring to a higher 
level  of  development  that  is  people-oriented,  culturally 
specific, and socially rooted, in the basic spirituality of our 
ancestors.

It will ensure that the heritage, aspirations and goals 
of all of our National Heroes are not lost in a race for crude 
materialistic development. In short it will resume our quest 

for a better Barbados that is just, industrious, prosperous, 
proud  and  united...a  nation  that  can  stand  tall  in  the 
international arena.

My Government understands most clearly that as a 
small island developing state it must make its voice heard 
on the international stage. It can only do so by investing in 
its  people,  asserting  a  positive  national  identity  and 
working  in  tandem  with  its  trusted  allies  regionally, 
especially within CARICOM, and internationally.

My Government does not believe that these things 
will  happen  miraculously.  History  has  shown  that  with 
astute leadership, good governance, creativity, co-operation 
and  respect,  the  people  of  Barbados  can  overcome 
whatever hurdles are placed in their way. They did so, most 
recently, in the 1960’s and in the 1990’s; and they will do it 
again.

The details of my Government’s programmes will be 
discussed in more detail in the Government’s Estimates in 
March  2008.  Work  has  already  begun  to  address  these 
debilitating issues that tear at the heart of this nation. Its 
No. 1 priority will be to address the most pressing needs of 
the people of Barbados.

LOWERING THE COST OF LIVING

My Government  is  conscious  that  it  is  the  state’s 
obligation to intervene in the market to correct failings of 
the  system  and  re-balance  inequities  therein.  My 
Government will adopt a holistic approach to the problem 
of the cost of living.

As  a  matter  of  its  first  order  of  business,  my 
Government will establish an inter-disciplinary committee 
of Ministers and Members of the Social Partnership and the 
informal sector to tackle the following tasks:

First,  the  contraction  and  consolidation  of  the 
import,  wholesale  and  retail  distribution  sectors  in  this 
country.  It  will  use  the  power  and  patronage  of  the 
government not to disadvantage existing participants in the 
distribution  sector,  but  to  allow  for  new  and  efficient 
players  to  come  into  the  sector  and,  through  increased 
competition,  contribute  to  the  creation  of  a  fair  market 
structure. It will liberalize this sector to spread the options 
available to Barbadians.

My Government will also provide incentives to new 
and existing small and medium-sized players to come into 
the sector. It will honour a previous commitment to more 
aggressively move to ensure that at least 40 per cent of all 
Government’s procurement requests for goods and services 
are reserved for sourcing from small  and medium -sized 
enterprises.
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At the same time it will review the basket of goods 
on which VAT and other impositions have been removed. 
It is obvious that that basket is too limited and in light of 
the high incidence of chronic non-communicable diseases 
and  the  need  for  healthier  eating  among  the  population 
something must be done, over time, to ease the costs of 
foods that fall into these categories. It will therefore expand 
that basket significantly, following full consultations with 
sector  stakeholders,  consumer  bodies,  and  nutritional 
experts.

Energy costs have risen more often than they have 
fallen in the last two years and this has driven up the cost 
of production. My Government will examine the feasibility 
of  removing  the  VAT  initially  on  electricity  bills  for 
households  and  businesses  alike;  but  it  will  ensure  that 
some of our poorest households receive relief in this area.

My  Government  is  mindful  that  workers  are  also 
consumers and as a net food importing country, we have to 
be very careful how we balance the need to protect jobs in 
the  local  market,  balance  our  trade  accounts  and  at  the 
same time provide food for Barbadians at a reasonable cost. 
The time has come for a complete review of our various 
regimes of protection for goods coming into Barbados. The 
need to lower or completely remove some tariff and non-
tariff  barriers  is  evident  notwithstanding the necessity of 
defensive trade measures.

In the final analysis, this Government will introduce, 
through  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Rural 
Development, an innovative Food Security Policy that not 
only lowers the cost of basic foods, but also enables the 
nation to feed itself for an extended period in the event of a 
natural or other disaster.

My Government  will  also  increase  the  amount  of 
disposable income available to workers. It intends to do so 
by means of human resource development, by identifying 
pockets of poverty, and introducing additional reverse tax 
credits, and by strengthening the capacity of an extended 
Social  Partnership  to  work  out  an  effective  Prices  and 
Income Protocol as a matter of priority.

Rest assured that my Government will leave no stone 
unturned  in  its  effort  to  do  something  tangible  and 
meaningful about this vexing issue of the cost of living.

IMPROVING ACCESS TO PROPERTY OWNERSHIP

Access  to  decent,  affordable  housing  and  land  - 
“owning a piece of the rock” - remains one of the major 
concerns of Barbadians from all strata of society, especially 
those now starting out on life’s journey. Decent housing is 
the  key  to  good  family  life,  educational  success  and 
productivity at work.

My  Government  is  philosophically  committed  to 
ensuring  that  every  Barbadian  resident  has  access  to 
comfortable shelter. It will therefore over time:

_ Remove VAT from building materials on houses 
valued up to $400,000.

_ Establish a Home Ownership Revolving Fund for 
public  sector  workers,  providing  interest  free  loans  to 
appointed public servants with five years’ service who are 
first time homeowners.

_ Provide 500 lots of land in five (5) months at $5 
per  sq.  foot  for  first-time  homeowners.  These  lots  have 
been identified and land will be acquired by private treaty, 
where necessary, to speed up the process.

_  Provide  2,500  house  spots  for  sale  to  low  and 
middle -income wage earners.

_ Build 2,000 housing solutions per year in the first 
term.

_  Increase  the  tax  deduction  for  mortgages  to 
$20,000 per year.

Initiate  the  full  transfer  of  National  Housing 
Corporation units to occupants living in the units for 20 
years or more, free of cost, except for legal and transaction 
expenses.

- Build and maintain a pool of rent-to-purchase units 
for low-income earners, pensioners, and the disabled who 
may not qualify for mortgages and loans.

_  Introduce  housing  communities  for  low-income 
earners in which all the amenities -- social, recreational and 
commercial - are provided.

_  Promote  starter  home  projects  and  partner  with 
private  sector  companies  in  promoting  the  concept  of 
“build and live”.

_  Negotiate  reverse  mortgages  with  the  financial 
institutions  and  give  incentives,  where  necessary,  to 
provide for dignified standards of living for our elderly in 
their golden years.

HEALTH CARE FOR ALL

The  biggest  challenges  facing  Barbadians  are 
improvements in health care facilities and the development 
of  healthy  lifestyles.  HIV/AIDS  and  chronic  non-
communicable  diseases  are  the major  causes of  death in 
Barbados.
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My Government will place health once again on the 
national priorities’ list and will immediately embark on a 
health promotion campaign to sensitize the public to the 
dangers  of  unhealthy  lifestyles.  It  will  intensify  the 
campaign to stop the spread of HIV/AIDS and give to all 
those who are sexually active a sense of ownership of the 
campaign.

My  Government  will  implement  a  “Rescue  the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital Plan” which will include changes 
to the structure of  the Board of the Hospital,  as  well  as 
upgrade  the  Geriatric  Hospital,s  and  open  selected 
polyclinics on a 24-hour, 7 days a week basis.

The new St. John Polyclinic will be completed as a 
matter  of  priority,  and  other  capital  investments,  both 
private  and  public,.  The  health  care  sector  will  be 
undertaken to ensure the restoration of Barbados’ place as a 
number one community health care provider.

EDUCATION FOR THE 21ST CENTURY

My  Government  recommits  Barbados  to  high-
quality,  free education for all  from pre-school to tertiary 
level. Education is the vehicle on which we have relied to 
improve our economic and social development. More than 
20 per cent of our national budget is spent on education but 
the return from this expenditure is becoming less and less 
satisfactory.

My Government  is  in  the  process  of  convening  a 
National  Consultation  on  Education  to  address  the 
relevance of our present education system, ensure adequate 
and  affordable  educational  opportunities  for  every 
Barbadian, make school a rewarding experience for every 
child, ensure that every school child benefits fully from the 
educational system, and help every child to realize his/her 
potential through education.

PUTTING FAMILIES FIRST

My Government believes that families should come 
first  because  they  are  the  building  blocks  of  nations.  It 
believes that education begins at home. It further believes 
that man is a social animal who needs to be involved in 
family and community life.

My  Government  has  established  two  important 
Ministries with a new focus: a Ministry of Family, Youth, 
Sports  and Environment  as  well  as  a  Ministry of  Social 
Care, Community Empowerment and Urban Development. 
These  Ministries  will  work  together  to  give  maximum 
support to parents in raising their children, strengthening 
communities,  uplifting the level  of  sporting prowess and 
producing happy and productive citizens.

EMPOWERING OUR YOUNG PEOPLE

Many  of  our  young  people  are  emulating  mores 
borrowed from alien cultures. This value system is based 
on  what  is  convenient  and  pleasurable,  but  not  socially 
acceptable. The country needs to return to the values and 
standards that made us the envy of the Caribbean and the 
world.

My  Government  will  put  special  emphasis  on 
technical  skills  training  for  children  whom  the  present 
education  system  is  failing;  broaden  the  scope  and 
availability  of  adult  education  opportunities;  promote 
programmes to foster and support strong family units and 
relationships  and  promote  the  values  of  self-help  and 
community  innovativeness.  It  will  provide  training  and 
support in life skills such as parenting, dispute resolution 
and  effective  communication;  eradicate  the  scourge  of 
illegal  drugs  that  is  wrecking  our  communities;  protect 
minors  against  indecency,  vulgarity,  illegal  activity,  and 
corrupt  practices;  restore Barbados’ reputation of respect 
for  authority,  property,  traditions,  icons  and  symbols; 
develop and inculcate  a  relevant  system of  values  at  all 
levels of society in consultation with community leaders.

My  Government  has  already  begun  to  review  the 
Division  of  Youth  Affairs  with  a  view to  introducing  a 
comprehensive  National  Youth  Service  Programme  to 
ensure that all young people are exposed to opportunities 
for empowerment, for giving civic service and making a 
smooth transition to adulthood.

TREASURING OUR SENIORS IN THEIR GOLDEN
YEARS

My  Government  is  committed  to  caring  for  all 
Barbadians  in  their  senior  years.  It  will  introduce  a 
minimum  pension  threshold  for  all  Barbadians.  No 
Barbadian citizen will receive less than BD$500 a month 
on reaching pensionable  age.  It  will  ensure  that  old  age 
pensioners  receive  a  non-contributory  pension  of  $6,032 
per year and contributory pensioners receive $7,384.00 per 
year.

My  Government  will  also  increase  the  tax-free 
exemption threshold for pensioners receiving $3,000.00 per 
month or less; and review the legislation that discriminates 
between  Government  pensioners  employed  before  1975, 
and those after, in relation to their Government pension and 
NIS pension.

It  will  reduce the Drivers” Licence fee for  drivers 
over 70 years of age; introduce a deductible allowance for 
nursing  home  fees  and  expenses;  and  encourage  senior 
citizens  to  use  the  Community  Resource  Centres  for 
training and recreation.
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SPORTS FOR ALL

It is ironic that Sports has become a major industry 
at  a  time  when  Barbados  has  become  a  weak  sporting 
nation. This has coincided with a growing sense of despair 
among young people,  an  increase  in  crime and violence 
among  our  youth,  an  increase  in  chronic  non-
communicable  diseases  among  citizens  and  disdain  for 
rules among children and young people.

My  Government  is  convinced  that  Sports  has  the 
capacity to prevent these maladies among our people. It is 
therefore committed to supporting the 57 and more sporting 
disciplines  that  are  practised in  Barbados as  a  means of 
bringing  health,  social,  psychological  and  economic 
benefits to the people of Barbados.

As  a  matter  of  urgency,  my  Government  will 
reorganize the National Sports Council to reach out more 
effectively to schools and communities; and create a Sports 
Administration Centre for all sports without a home.

It  will  also  construct  a  National  Sports  Hostel  for 
athletes;  upgrade  the  facilities  at  North  Stars;  build  an 
international stadium in the East of the island; and work 
with  the  various  associations  and  clubs,  particularly  the 
Barbados  Football  Association,  to  improve  sporting 
facilities.

My  Government  will  develop  centres  of  sporting 
excellence  in  schools  and  communities;  provide 
community-based coaches;  offer  Certificate and Diploma 
Courses for athletes and sports organizers; offer National 
Development Scholarships to budding athletes; offer paid 
leave to athletes in the public service; and encourage the 
private sector to do the same. It will support training for 
sports  administrators  at  national,  organizational  and club 
levels.

My Government will waive Value Added Taxes on 
training and sports  equipment;  waive duties  on transport 
facilities  for  sporting  organizations;  offer  tax  deductions 
for businesses which help sports charities; and make grants 
to successful sporting organizations.

It  will  work  closely  with  the  Barbados  Olympic 
Association; complete the National Sports Policy; and draw 
up a Sports Development and Strategic Plan. Finally it will 
assist in the promotion of sports as a worthwhile activity 
for all Barbadians.

SOCIAL SECURITY: THE LAST SAFETY NET

My Government will put in place a final safety net to 
ensure that no citizen, for whatever reason, falls through 
the cracks into abject poverty and despair. It will change 
the conditions that tend to transform resilient people into 

long-term  welfare  recipients,  who  become  increasingly 
dependent on the state.

My Government will  therefore ensure that benefits 
will be given to eligible welfare recipients as a human right 
and not as patronizing handouts. Programmes to wean them 
off  welfare  will  be  introduced enabling them to become 
more productive.

MAKING OUR CULTURE WORK FOR US

My Government will make our unique culture work 
for us by creating the conditions for the full expression of 
our authentic way of life. Barbadians will be empowered to 
draw on our culture in a creative way, in order to improve 
the quality of our lives and enhance the tourism products 
that generate the bulk of the income on which the nation 
lives.

My Government  has  already begun to  address  the 
issues that have dogged our “Crop-Over” Festival, which is 
one of Barbados’ largest foreign exchange earners, and will 
embark on an aggressive programme to develop and sustain 
the cultural industries.

HASSLE-FREE SERVICE

People enjoy their lives better when the hassles of 
going  about  their  normal  business  are  removed.  Despite 
living in a small country, Barbadians spend several hours 
of frustration getting from place to place, and in dealing 
with  various  agencies,  both  in  the  public  and  private 
sectors.  This  includes  time spent  on  our  congested  road 
systems and is a cause of stress and other related illnesses.

My Government is convinced that it is necessary that 
services, including employment, be located where they can 
be conveniently accessed by the public. To this end, it will 
make access to Government services more convenient to 
the public by increasing access locations and using modern 
technology more effectively.

It  will  also  facilitate  commercial  and  industrial 
development in country areas; increase the availability of 
Government  services  in  places  outside  Bridgetown; 
facilitate and support the development of town centres in 
major  areas  of  settlement;  review  the  country’s  traffic 
management systems with a view to improving the flow on 
major  highways;  improve  public  transportation  to 
encourage its wider use; and promote the use of flexi-time 
by businesses and in the Public Service.

ECONOMIC POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES

The  development  of  a  country  is  essentially  a 
relationship between capital, labour and the Government. 
My Government  is  therefore  committed  to  an  expanded 
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Social Partnership which incorporates the informal sector 
to promote the development of Barbados. It will continue 
to provide appropriate support for private sector initiatives 
but will, in turn, expect the private sector to respond with a 
sense of corporate, social responsibility.

It  has  already  sent  a  signal  to  the  nation  by 
strengthening  its  economic  development  muscle  through 
the  appointment  of  three  Ministers  with  strong technical 
skills in management, finance and labour-relations within 
the Prime Minister’s Office to enhance the delivery of its 
goals in this area.

My  Government  recognizes  that  the  rapidly 
changing global economic environment of the 21st Century 
presents  particular  challenges  to  small  economies.  The 
impending  cessation  of  preferential  market  access;  the 
move  towards  full  reciprocity  through  the  accelerated 
liberalization of domestic markets; and the removal of all 
remaining  barriers  to  the  movement  of  finance  and 
investment capital are all conspiring to narrow the scope of 
our policy responses.

Against  these  realities,  my  Government  will  give 
maximum  priority  to  the  creation  of  a  macro-economic 
environment that stresses fiscal prudence in the allocation 
of expenditure and the absorption of revenues; protection 
of  the  fixed  exchange  rate  regime  through  careful 
management  of  the  fiscal  and  external  current  account 
deficits;  a  tightly  managed  debt  accumulation  strategy 
targeted  at  the  reduction  in  both  domestic  and  foreign 
components  of  the  national  debt;  the  attainment  of  full 
employment through the private sector’s response to new 
domestic  entrepreneurial  and  investment  opportunities  in 
traditional and, more importantly, new, industrial, cultural 
and knowledge sectors.

Fiscal  prudence  will  be  the  hallmark  of  my 
Government.  It  will  restore  fiscal  stability  to  the 
management of the affairs of Government. This objective is 
a central theme of good and responsible governance; it is 
absolutely essential to the credibility and maintenance of 
the  fixed  exchange  rate  regime.  In  light  of  this,  my 
Government will give priority to achieving and maintaining 
a balanced budget, while allowing for small, manageable, 
fiscal  deficits,  where  necessary,  to  facilitate  the 
developmental objectives of the country.

It  will  implement  taxation  policies  that  reduce  a 
fiscal drag on the economy. This will require that public 
expenditure  be kept  under  continuing review to promote 
efficiency and economy in the use of fiscal  resources.  It 
will  also  undertake  a  comprehensive  review  of  the 
proliferation of Government-owned companies.

Given the commitment to a fixed exchange rate, my 
Government  will  adopt  a  cautious,  measured,  systematic 

and  selective  approach  to  liberalization  of  the  capital 
account,  and will  adopt  a  sequenced approach to  capital 
account liberalization within the CSME.

My  Government  will  implement  a  programme  to 
promote  further  development  of  the  capital  markets.  Its 
capital market programme aims to foster the development 
of the domestic capital markets by increasing the range and 
scope  of  domestic  financial  instruments  and  promoting 
increased liquidity in the stock and bond markets. This will 
serve  to  increase  savings  and  investment  opportunities, 
improve  the  pricing  of  financial  instruments,  enhance 
foreign  exchange  reserves  by  providing  attractive 
investment instruments to keep capital at home and attract 
capital  from  abroad  and,  of  course,  create  jobs  for 
Barbadians.

TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURAL
DEVELOPMENT

Another major responsibility of Government is the 
establishment  of  an  efficient  infrastructure  for  the 
development of the economy. However, there are serious 
problems of worsening traffic congestion on our roads and 
poor communication within the region.

My Government wishes to reiterate that a possible 
solution  to  the  problem  of  traffic  congestion  is  to 
decentralize  the  provision of  services.  It  will  establish  a 
constellation of town-centres across the country that are the 
seats of Constituency Councils. Each Constituency Council 
will have at its disposal a budget that would enable it to 
deal with local problems at the level at which they emerge. 
Provision  will  be  made  for  both  the  Parliamentary 
Representative  and  the  Local  Councillors  to  show  their 
accountability to the people of Barbados on a regular basis.

My  Government  will,  with  a  sense  of  urgency, 
explore the feasibility of using ferries to take passengers 
and goods from secure berthing points around the island to 
and from Bridgetown and other towns. A modern efficient 
ferry  service  will  link  places  such  as  Six  Men’s  Bay, 
Speightstown, Holetown, Bridgetown, St.  Lawrence Gap, 
Oistin’s, Silver Sands, Foul Bay, Martin’s Bay, Bathsheba 
and River Bay, thereby taking the pressure off the roads.

It  will  also  invest  heavily  in  modern  information 
technology  with  the  appropriate  training  of  people  to 
facilitate e-government, e-commerce and the growth of the 
informatics industry.

FACILITATING MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE AND

GOODS WITHIN CARICOM

Regional  integration  will  not  flourish  without  the 
implementation  of  mechanisms  that  facilitate  the  free 
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movement of goods and people. With respect to regional 
travel, it is useful to remember that 46 per cent of our trade 
is  with  CARICOM  countries;  and  that  the  third  largest 
source  of  visitors  to  our  country,  which  depends  on 
tourism, is these CARICOM countries. Yet communication 
between these countries, many of which are less than 500 
miles away, is embarrassingly poor and expensive.

My  Government,  because  of  the  significant 
investment by it in LIAT, will review the capacity of LIAT 
to meet the needs of air travellers in the region. At the same 
time,  it  will  spearhead  negotiations  with  CARICOM 
countries  to  invest  in  maritime  transport  to  move  large 
numbers of passengers and goods between the countries of 
the region.

NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL INNOVATION POLICY

My Government will prioritize the creation of a new 
and  genuine  production  enterprise  culture  in  Barbados. 
This  will  be  marketed  behind  a  holistic  policy  that  will 
include  (a)  the  creation  and  prioritization  of  a  new 
industrial  enterprise  culture  which  seeks  to  aggressively 
enhance  and  promote  the  country’s  potential  to  be  an 
export  leader  in  the  areas  in  which  it  clearly  has  some 
comparative advantage;

(b) the location of its  new industrial  policy within 
the context of the opportunities for new market access, both 
in the CSME and further afield in global markets; and

(c) the reallocation of national resources to areas of 
private  sector  investment  that  push  profitable  and 
sustainable industrialization and manufacturing.

My  Government  will  also  consolidate  the  various 
venture capital windows in Barbados into one agency. It 
will  create  a  new industrial  development  and innovation 
fund through partnerships with UWI to vigorously promote 
research and development activities in this area; and offer 
appropriate tax credits to companies that pursue research 
and development  of  innovative projects  targeted towards 
manufacturing or agro-processing activities.

My Government  will  re-examine  the  Port  charges 
with  a  view  to  significantly  reducing  these  to 
manufacturers  and  Port  delays  which  are  of  concern,  as 
cruise liners are almost always given priority over cargo 
ships.

Finally it will introduce policies that will encourage 
commercial  banks  to  work  with  local  manufacturers  to 
allow them greater access to, and a freer flow of finance 
and  support,  as  well  as  an  accelerated  write-off  for 
investments  in  new  manufacturing,  processing,  and 
associated  information  and  communication,  energy,  and 
environmental technologies.

EMPLOYMENT AND ENTERPRISE:

OPPORTUNITIES AND RIGHTS FOR ALL

Barbadian  workers  face  competition  in  the  labour 
market  from  foreign  workers.  For  the  most  part,  these 
workers come from other CARICOM countries, attracted 
by employment opportunities and the improved standard of 
living  that  Barbados  offers.  These  workers  may initially 
accept lower wages and less agreeable working conditions 
than their Barbadian counterparts, thereby affording some 
employers the opportunity to bypass the Barbadian worker. 
The potential for tension is obvious.

My Government will therefore introduce policies to 
manage immigration in the interest of the local labour force 
and the foreign worker who may otherwise be subject to 
exploitation.

My  Government  will  put  in  place  the  legislation, 
institutional  structures  and  the  resources  to  increase  the 
number of self-employed entrepreneurs from about 10%per 
cent of the working population to 20 per cent by 2016.

It  will  assist  in  the  creation  of  new  enterprises 
through  training,  direct  subsidies  and  easier  access  to 
capital for investment and promote actively the cooperative 
model by entrepreneurs as a business development model.

My  Government  will,  as  a  matter  of  priority, 
expedite the implementation of a “Worker Protection And 
Workplace Conditions Of Service Security Policy” aimed 
at guaranteeing high quality work for all Barbadians and 
invited immigrant workers alike.

It  will  also  move  to  immediately  enact  a 
comprehensive  National  Labour  Rights  legislative 
compendium which will include a full Employment Rights 
Act,  an  Alternative  Disputes  Settlement  and  Arbitration 
Committee,  a  Sexual  Harassment  in  the  Workplace  Act, 
National Minimum Wages legislation; and legislation fully 
recognizing Trade Unions.

###  MAKING  TOURISM  EVERYBODY’S 
BUSINESS

###

The  importance  of  Tourism  to  the  growth  and 
diversification  of  the  Barbadian  economy  is  part  of  the 
success  story  of  Barbados.  The  tourism  industry  has 
allowed Barbados, as a country, to take advantage of the 
few  natural  resources  with  which  it  was  blessed  -  fine 
beaches and a warm equable climate. However, the time 
has come for us to address in our tourism planning, critical 
issues  such  as  manpower  and  human  resource 
development; the carrying capacity of the destination; the 
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diversification  and  enhancement  of  the  tourism  product; 
and improving the economic yield of tourism.

My Government will  therefore draw up a Tourism 
Master Plan, which will diversify and enhance the tourism 
products  of  Barbados  by  linking  tourism  to  agriculture, 
culture,  sports,  the  arts  and  the  environment.  This  will 
include  the  development  of  the  concept  of  Community 
Tourism through training and motivating local  people  to 
provide  accommodation and other  services  to  visitors  in 
their communities.

LAND USE PLANNING FOR ENVIRONMENTAL

PROTECTION AND AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT

Establishing  priorities  in  land  use  planning  is  of 
critical importance in a small island faced with competing 
demands on its limited land resources. Policies that leave 
the  use  and  sale  of  land  to  market  forces,  are  putting 
considerable  pressure  on  agriculture  and  the  natural 
environment.

My  Government  is  convinced  that  sugar  cane 
production  is  essential  to  environmental  and  ecological 
sustainability in Barbados, and will apply its best efforts to 
ensure  that  the  maximum  benefit  is  derived  from  the 
production of all the products and byproducts of the sugar 
cane plant.

It  will  provide  continuing  support  of  viable 
agricultural production, when viewed, not from a narrow 
focus  of  financial  profitability,  but  from  a  broader 
perspective  of  national  resource  use.  Agricultural  output 
contributes  vitally  to  food security  in  the  context  of  the 
possibilities  in  a  small  island  economy.  It  continues  to 
provide  income,  employment  and  output  for  rural 
communities  and  contributes  to  rural  prosperity.  Indeed, 
the growing demand for  healthy food to combat  obesity 
and  related  lifestyle  diseases  provides  welcome 
opportunities for efficient production.

My  Government  will  also  encourage  the  orderly 
development of the fisheries subsector, which continues to 
be an important part of our economy, through the provision 
of  necessary  infrastructure  and  the  conclusion  of 
negotiations  with  Trinidad  and  Tobago  on  a  Fisheries 
Agreement.

On  a  larger  canvas,  my  Government’s  land  use 
policies and the need to save agriculture,  are part  of the 
commitment  to  preserve  the  natural  environment.  It  will 
therefore introduce the Agriculture Protection Act that will 
require a 2/3 majority of both Houses of Parliament for a 
change of use of land from agriculture. At least 30, 000 
acres of land will be reserved for agricultural use.

It  will  introduce  amendments  to  the  Land 
Acquisition  Act  that  will  require  Government  to  pay 
compensation  on  the  replacement  value  rather  than  the 
market  value,  of  properties  being  acquired  where  those 
properties are owner-occupied.

A CREATIVE ENERGY POLICY

The single biggest challenge of our generation is the 
drain on foreign exchange created by the high cost of oil. 
Responsible Governments around the world are therefore 
moving  to  change  long held  and  cherished  consumption 
patterns.

My Government  is  prepared to  be bold and move 
aggressively in the area of energy conservation, reducing 
the oil import bill, and preserving our delicate environment 
for the future.

It  will  therefore  provide  significant  incentives  to 
encourage ownership of fuel-efficient vehicles, particularly 
motorcars. It will also provide incentives for greater use of 
solar energy in meeting the electricity needs of consumers 
and  businesses.  The  goal  is  to  implement  a  package  of 
incentives  to  cover  up  to  50  per  cent  of  the  cost  of 
installing solar electric systems.

It  will  create  a  SMART ENERGY FUND of  $10 
million to provide low interest loans to households seeking 
to purchase solar panels to power their homes; introduce a 
tax rebate for the cost of installing a solar electric system; 
ensure all new government or government related facilities 
will be fully fitted with solar electric systems; and phase 
out  the  use  of  incandescent  light  bulbs  from  all 
Government buildings and private households.

A MODERN CIVIL SERVICE

Government  is  the  single  largest  employer  in 
Barbados. My Government will spare no effort to establish 
a  well-trained  and  impartial  Public  Service,  free  from 
political  interference,  which  is  essential  for  good 
governance.  It  will  formulate  and  implement  a  Human 
Resource Development Policy for the Public Service.

It will also implement a service-wide Public Service 
Training Policy, which will see the establishment of Public 
Service  Training  Programmes  to  meet  the  qualification 
requirements  for  public  officers;  the  reintroduction  of 
Induction  Training  for  all  new  public  officers;  and 
management and leadership training at various points in a 
public officer’s career.

It will review the results of the last job classification 
exercise;  establish  a  full-time  Chairman  of  the  Public 
Service  Commission  to  play  an  effective  role  in  the 
management  of  the  Public  Service;  re-organize,  retrain, 
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rename  and  retool  the  Data  Processing  Department  to 
become  the  Central  Information  Technology  Agency 
responsible for a new focus on information technology in 
the Public Service with a goal of having all Ministries and 
Departments fully computerized and connected by 2016.

Finally, it will strengthen the office of Public Sector 
Reform; providing the required staff  and other resources 
necessary to carry out its functions efficiently; providing it 
with statutory powers to ensure implementation of agreed 
reform initiatives; and implementing customer charters in 
all  Government Ministries and Departments to develop a 
truly customer-focussed, customer-driven Public Service.

It will provide new options within the Pension Plan 
for public servants, which will allow better provision to be 
made for the surviving spouse of a public servant who dies 
either before or after retirement.

It  will  improve  the  physical  and  environmental 
conditions  under  which  many  public  servants  work; 
introduce a pilot project providing day care facilities for the 
children of public officers; increase the no-interest vehicle 
loan facility to $60,000 for those who qualify; and provide 
duty-free motorcars for designated public servants.

GOOD GOVERNANCE

Good  governance  is  essential  for  the  sustained 
development  of  Barbados.  Its  characteristics  include 
participation,  accountability,  transparency,  responsiveness 
to  the  needs  of  voters,  effectiveness,  efficiency,  equity, 
authentic inclusion and respect for the rule of law.

Good  Governance  assures  that  corruption  is 
minimized, the views of the people are taken into account 
and  that  the  voices  of  the  most  vulnerable  members  of 
society are heard in decision-making.

My Government will put systems in place to reverse 
the  trend  of  concentrating  power  into  fewer  and  fewer 
hands, as well as attempt to rekindle trust and confidence in 
the  system  of  parliamentary  elections  and  constituency 
representation.

It has already kept the people informed of what the 
Government is doing on their behalf through regular Press 
briefings  following meetings  of  the  Cabinet.  It  will  also 
publish  essential  details  of  agreements  and  contracts 
involving the Government  and its  agencies.  It  will  issue 
formal  Ministerial  statements  at  regular  intervals  on  the 
progress of ongoing programmes and projects. There will 
also be a revision of and adherence to the rules regarding 
Parliamentary Questions.

My  Government  will  also  establish  State-funded 
Constituency Councils to execute community enhancement 

and development  projects.  These Councils  will  comprise 
representatives  of  the  Church,  civil  society,  and  the 
political administration. In this way, perennial problems of 
street lighting, sporting and recreational facilities, drainage, 
poverty  alleviation  and  youth  programmes  will  be 
administered  and  resolved  at  the  constituency  level.  My 
Government intends giving power back to the people.

My Government has established a Governance Unit 
in the Prime Minister’s Office to service a Public Integrity 
Council  which  will  immediately  circulate  draft  Integrity 
legislation  requiring  a  declaration  of  assets  by  public 
officials; a Code of Conduct for Ministers; a new Freedom 
of Information Law; amendments to the Defamation Laws; 
and new constitutional provisions to rationalize the powers 
of the Prime Minister.

LAW AND ORDER

As a matter of urgency, my Government will provide 
better remuneration and group disability and life insurance 
for  Police  Officers;  improve  and/or  build  new  Police 
Stations in designated areas; review the ranks in the Police 
Force thereby creating more promotion opportunities; and 
permit  the  Police  Force  to  function  free  of  political 
interference.

It  will  also  upgrade  the  Government  Forensic 
Sciences  Centre  to  help  solve  outstanding  crimes,  and 
restore confidence in law enforcement agencies.

Finally, it will consider converting Glendairy Prison 
into  a  publicly  funded  modern  drug  treatment  and 
rehabilitation centre. Above all, it will put more emphasis 
on  the  prevention  of  crime  and  the  rehabilitation  of 
criminal offenders, in an effort to reduce the incidence of 
recidivism from 60per cent to under 50per cent.

NATIONAL SECURITY

In  addition  to  enhancing  its  role  in  the  existing 
security  systems,  the  Barbados  Defence  Force  (BDF) 
should be part of our national identity.

My Government will  seek to ensure that  the BDF 
becomes more involved in the march towards First World 
status,  more  innovative,  more  strategically  focused  and 
more proactive. It will, as a matter of urgency, carry out a 
comprehensive  Organizational  Review  of  the  BDF  and 
develop a strategic plan for the Force. This will include a 
complete analysis of its structure, size and management of 
resources.

My Government  will  expand the  career  prospects, 
training  opportunities,  counselling  and  welfare  services 
available  to  all  ranks;  introduce  performance  indicators; 
develop  a  scheme  of  resettlement  training  for  persons 
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leaving  the  force;  review  and  simplify  the  procedures 
dealing with pension; and provide new options within the 
Pension  Plan  for  soldiers,  which  would  allow  better 
provision to be made for the surviving spouse of a soldier 
who dies after retirement.

It  will  also  improve  the  intelligence  and  security 
information-gathering capabilities of the Barbados Defence 
Force and forge closer ties with the Royal Barbados Police 
Force.  It  will  implement  a  building  maintenance 
programme to restore and maintain the current  facilities; 
and  build  multi-purpose  disaster  management  facilities, 
which may be used during normal times by youth groups 
and sporting organizations. These facilities will also house 
areas for skills training as well as for coaches in various 
sporting activities.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE:

SUCCEEDING ABROAD, WINNING AT HOME

My  Government  will  re-engineer  the  country’s 
external  trade  policy  to  securing  and  increasing  market 
share abroad; and winning the battle to maintain dominance 
in our domestic markets.

With this in mind it will, to the extent permitted by 
our regional and international commitments, negotiate and 
secure  expanded  foreign  market  access  for  Barbados’ 
goods and services.

It  will  build  a  competitive  productive  sector  that 
produces  world-class  goods  and  services  capable  of 
increasing our market share across the world; and allow for 
managed entry of goods and services from abroad so as to 
protect our most vulnerable sectors, and enhance our food 
security profile.

It  will  increase  the  foreign  exchange  earning 
capacity of the country and thereby attract higher levels of 
investment.

In pursuit of these objectives my Government will 
prioritize  the  negotiation  of  bilateral,  regional  and 
multilateral trade and economic development agreements.

In  the  final  analysis,  Barbados  will  continue  to 
pursue its  long-standing policy to  be “friends of  all  and 
satellites of none”. It will continue to defend the interests 
of its citizens at home and abroad.

My Government will respect those Treaties entered 
into by predecessor Governments and seek new alliances 
conducive to the achievement of our goals.

My Government will work towards the realization of 
the CARICOM Single Market and Economy. However, it 

will  embark  on  a  major  public  education  programme to 
sensitize  Barbadians  to  the  challenges  and  opportunities 
that the free movement of labour, goods and services will 
bring. It will then prepare Barbadians for taking a leading 
role  in  the  development  of  the  wider  Caribbean 
Community.

TOWARDS SECURING OUR PLACE

IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

Mr. President and Mr. Speaker,

Fifty years are but a moment in history. It is a short 
time in the life of a nation. But it is a long time in the life 
of  an  individual.  Whatever  your  perspective,  my 
Government  owes  it  to  the  people  of  Barbados  to 
demonstrate what  a  resourceful  people can do within 50 
years  of  achieving  their  Independence.  Put  simply,  my 
Government intends to use all the resources at its disposal 
during  this  Parliamentary  term  to  make  a  great  leap 
forward on the pathway to developed country status.

My Government is  confident  that  with God’s help 
and with the support of all segments of society, Barbados 
can secure its rightful place as a good jurisdiction in which 
to live, study, work, invest and enjoy the highest quality of 
life.

I  extend  to  you  best  wishes  for  a  successful  and 
productive Parliament.

GOVERNOR GENERAL

Government House

BARBADOS

February 2008

(The Members of the House of Assembly withdrew 
from  the  Senate  Chambers.  His  Excellency,  the  Acting 
Governor-General  and  party,  preceded  by  Mr.  President 
withdrew from the Senate Chambers.

Government House

BARBADOS.

9th February, 2008”

Tuesday, February 12, 2008



13 Unofficial  ·  February 12, 2008

RESUMPTION

MR. SPEAKER:  Honourable Members, this Sitting 
is now resumed.

REPORT OF THRONE SPEECH

MR.  SPEAKER:  Honourable  Members,  I  am 
commanded to report  that  I  am in receipt  of  the Throne 
Speech from His Excellency the Acting Governor-General.

ADOPTION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon. R. D. JONES: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that 
the Standing Orders be adopted.

Hon. D. J. H. THOMPSON:  Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
second that, Sir.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division.

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE 
MANAGEMENT

COMMISSION OF PARLIAMENT

Hon. R. D. JONES: I beg to move that the following 
persons  be  nominated  to  constitute  the  Management 
Commission of Parliament:

His Honour the Speaker, (Chairman);

Rt. Hon. Prime Minister and Hon. Member for St. 
John,  (ex officio);  Hon.  Member for  Christ  Church East 
Central, (ex officio);

Hon. Member for St. Michael South;

Hon. Member for St. Philip North;

Hon. Member for St. Lucy.

Hon. D. J. H. THOMPSON:  Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
second those nominations.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
move  that  the  Honourable  Member  for  St.  Joseph  be 
nominated as a Member of the Management Commission. 
Sir, I note that the Leader of the Opposition is a Member ex 
officio.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division.

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE OF PRIVILEGES

Hon. R. D. JONES: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that 
the following persons be appointed to  the Committee of 
Privileges:

His Honour the Speaker, (Chairman);

Hon. Member for St. Philip North;

Hon. Member for St. Lucy;

Hon. Member for St. Philip South;

Hon. Member for Christ Church East.

Hon. D. J. H. THOMPSON:  Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
second those nominations, Sir.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
nominate  the  following  persons  be  appointed  to  the 
Committee of Privileges:

Hon. Member for Christ Church West;

Hon. Member for St. Michael South East.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division.

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC
ACCOUNTS, A JOINT COMMITTEE

Hon. R. D. JONES: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that 
the following Members be appointed as Members of the 
Committee of Public Accounts, a Joint Committee:

Hon. Member for St. Michael South Central;

Hon. Member for St. Philip West;

Hon. Member for St. Michael North West;

Hon. Member for Christ Church East.

Hon. D. J. H. THOMPSON:  Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
second those nominations, Sir.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY:  Mr. Speaker, I note 
that  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  chairs  by  statute  this 
Committee  and  I  therefore  propose  that  the  following 
persons be nominated:

Hon. Member for St. Joseph; and

Hon. Member for St. Peter.
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The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division.

APPOINTMENT OF STANDING ORDERS 
COMMITTEE

Hon. R. D. JONES: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that 
the  following  persons  be  nominated  to  constitute  the 
Standing Orders Committee:

His Honour the Speaker, (Chairman);

Hon. Member for Christ Church East Central;

Hon. Member for St. Michael East;

Hon. Member for St. George South;

Hon. Member for Christ Church South;

Hon. Member for St. Michael Central;

Hon. Member for Christ Church West Central.

Hon. D. J. H. THOMPSON:  Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
second those nominations, Sir.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
nominate the following persons:

Hon. Member for St. Andrew;

Hon. Member for St. Michael North;

Hon. Member for St. James North.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division.

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE LIBRARY
COMMITTEE, A JOINT COMMITTEE

Hon. R. D. JONES: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that 
the  following  persons  be  nominated  to  constitute  the 
Library Committee, a Joint Committee:

His Honour the Speaker, (Chairman)

Hon. Member for the City of Bridgetown;

Hon. Member for St. James South;

Hon. Member for St. James Central;

Hon. Member for St. Michael West Central;

Hon. Member for St. Michael South Central.

Hon. D. J. H. THOMPSON:  Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
second that, Sir.

Hon. Miss M. A. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
nominate the following persons:

Hon. Member for St. Thomas; and

Hon. Member for St. George North.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division.

6.00 p.m.

Tuesday, February 12, 2008

House 1A, Sequence 08, 6.00 p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY HIS HONOUR THE SPEAKER

Mr. SPEAKER: I am to report that I am in receipt of 
the Accounts and Statements from the Accountant General 
for the months of April, May and June, 2007.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. R.D. JONES: Mr. Speaker, this brings us to the 
end of Government Business for the day. Before I move the 
adjournment,  I  wish  on  behalf  of  the  Members  of  this 
Honourable House,  to congratulate you on being elected 
Speaker of this Honourable House and to, from This Side, 
pledge full cooperation and support as you seek to arbitrate 
the various contestations of politics in this country and in 
this House, when we deal with the Government’s Business, 
thus making your job quite an easy one over the tenure of 
this Session.

With those words, I beg to move that the House do 
now adjourn  until  Tuesday,  February  26,  2008  at  10.00 
a.m.

Hon. D.J.H. THOMPSON: I beg to second that, Sir.

Asides.

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Honourable  Members  before  we 
entertain  that  motion for  the  Adjournment,  please  let  us 
hear from the Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Miss M.A. MOTTLEY: Honourable Members, 
I just want formally to associate the Opposition with the 
remarks made by the Leader of Government Business, and 
to  look  forward  to  working  with  you  in  the  manner  in 
which you outlined at the beginning of your assumption of 
office this evening. We certainly hope and trust that your 
job will not be made more difficult by both sides, but we 
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recognize  however  that  this  Chamber  will  continue  to 
maintain its  boisterous positions,  while at  the same time 
ensuring that the strong level of order will be controlled by 
the Speaker.

Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  thank  both  the  Honourable 
Member  for  Christ  Church  East  Central,  and  the 
Honourable  Member  for  St.  Michael  North  East.  I  fully 
expect that we will have our differences and challenges but 
I am sure, as I said before, that with the proper cooperation 
and mutual respect for each other, we will get there, and 
get there in good time.

Honourable Members,  just  let  me remind you that 
you are  kindly asked to  assemble outside right  after  the 
Adjournment for a group photograph, before you run off to 
your various outings. We would like your cooperation in 
that regard.

The question that this House do now adjourn until 
Tuesday,  February  26,  2008 at  10.00  a.m.  was  put  and 
resolved  in  the  affirmative  without  division  and  Mr. 
SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly.

House 1A, Sequence 08, 18:06:26
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EDITORIAL NOTES — NOT PART OF THE REPORT

Prepared with the transcript; for checking against the recording and the Minutes.

EDITORIAL QUERIES

Points  noted  while  preparing  this  report  from the 
edited  transcript.  The  text  has  not  been  altered  except 
where stated.

Q1.  Masthead.  The  session  is  not  stated  in  the 
source, so no session line is printed.

Q2.  Members assembled.  The entries for Dr. W. F. 
Duguid (Christ  Church West)  and Hon. R.  L.  Sealy (St. 
Michael South Central) run together on one line, and Dr. 
Duguid’s  qualifications  ‘B.D.S.  (Comm.)’  appear  twice. 
Printed as in the source.

Q3.  Orders Nos. 3 and 4.  The procedural sentence 
reads  ‘Hon.  R.  D.  JONE S’  and the  next  heading reads 
‘ORDER NO,. 4’. Printed as in the source.

Q4.  Take-slips,  about  4.20-4.30  p.m..  A  take-slip 
reading ‘4.28 p.m.’ (House A1 Sequence 2) is followed by 
one reading ‘4.20 p.m.’ (H:No. A1 (3&4)); the date line 
after  the  first  carries  a  stray  opening  quotation  mark. 
Printed as in the source.

Q5. Speech from the Throne, end.  After the closing 
words the speech is subscribed ‘GOVERNOR GENERAL, 
Government  House,  BARBADOS,  February  2008’;  the 
note on the withdrawal of Members opens a bracket that is 
not  closed,  and  is  followed  by  a  second  subscription 
‘Government  House,  BARBADOS.  9th  February,  2008’ 
with a closing quotation mark. The speech was delivered 
on 12th February. Printed as in the source.

Q6. Speech from the Throne, ‘National Objectives’. 
The sub-heading appears  in  the text  as  ‘# “NATIONAL 
OBJECTIVES’  (a  stray  ‘#’  and  an  unclosed  quotation 
mark) rather than as a heading. Printed as in the source.

Q7.  Order  No.  2,  letter  from Government  House. 
The  letter  is  headed  ‘Goovernment  House’,  and  Mr. 
Speaker’s address begins ‘Honourable Memberes’. Printed 
as in the source.

DEBATE SUMMARY

(Editorial summary — not part of the record.)

The first Meeting of the House of Assembly of the 
Parliament  of  2008-2012  convened  at  4.00  p.m.  on 
Tuesday,  12th  February,  2008  at  Parliament  Buildings, 
Bridgetown, pursuant to the Proclamation of the Governor-
General,  Sir  Clifford  Straughn  Husbands.  The  Clerk  of 
Parliament  read  the  Proclamation,  dated  25th  January, 

2008, appointing 16:00 hours that day for the session, and a 
letter from the Private Secretary to the Governor-General, 
Mrs. P. A. Layne, conveying His Excellency’s desire that 
the House elect a Speaker before any other business.

On the proposal of Hon. R. D. Jones, seconded by 
Hon. D. J. H. Thompson, the Honourable Member for St. 
Michael West, Mr. Michael A. Carrington, was called to 
the Chair without any question put. Mr. Speaker thanked 
Members for their confidence and pledged to carry out his 
functions in the best traditions of the office. On the motions 
of Mr. Jones, seconded by Mr. Thompson, the Honourable 
Member for St. Michael East was elected Deputy Speaker 
and  the  Honourable  Member  for  Christ  Church  West 
Central  Chairman  of  Committees.  The  Sitting  was  then 
suspended to ascertain the readiness of the Other Place.

Summoned by the Sergeant-at-Arms,  the Members 
went  to  the  Senate  Chamber,  where  the  Speaker  elect 
informed His Excellency the Acting Governor-General of 
his election, which was approved, and obtained the Ancient 
Rights  and Privileges of  former Assemblies.  The Acting 
Governor-General  then  delivered  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne setting out  the Government’s  programme for  the 
second  Parliamentary  term of  the  21st  Century,  its  first 
priority being the most pressing needs of the people. On the 
cost of living, it proposed an inter-disciplinary committee 
of Ministers, the Social Partnership and the informal sector, 
at least 40 per cent of Government procurement for small 
and medium-sized businesses,  a  review of  the VAT-free 
basket, the feasibility of removing VAT on electricity bills, 
and  a  Food  Security  Policy.  On  housing,  it  proposed 
removing VAT from building materials on houses valued 
up to $400,000, 500 lots at $5 per square foot for first-time 
homeowners,  and  raising  the  mortgage  tax  deduction  to 
$20,000 a year.

The  Speech  also  promised  a  ‘Rescue  the  Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital Plan’ and polyclinics open 24 hours a 
day;  a  minimum  pension  of  BD$500  a  month  for  all 
Barbadians reaching pensionable age; reorganisation of the 
National Sports Council and an international stadium in the 
east of the island; increasing self-employed entrepreneurs 
from about 10 to 20 per cent of the working population by 
2016;  an  Employment  Rights  Act  and  other  labour 
legislation; an Agriculture Protection Act requiring a two-
thirds  majority  of  both  Houses  to  change  land  from 
agricultural use; a $10 million SMART ENERGY FUND 
for  solar  panels;  Constituency  Councils;  integrity 
legislation with a declaration of assets, a Code of Conduct 
for  Ministers  and  Freedom  of  Information  legislation; 
better  remuneration  for  Police  Officers;  consideration  of 
converting  Glendairy  Prison  into  a  drug  treatment  and 
rehabilitation  centre;  an  Organizational  Review  of  the 
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Barbados  Defence  Force;  and  continued  pursuit  of  the 
CARICOM Single Market and Economy.

On resumption, Mr. Speaker reported receipt of the 
Throne Speech, and the Standing Orders were adopted on 
the motion of Mr. Jones, seconded by Mr. Thompson. Mr. 
Jones  moved  the  Government’s  nominations  to  the 
Management Commission of Parliament, the Committee of 
Privileges, the Committee of Public Accounts, the Standing 
Orders Committee and the Library Committee, and Hon. 
Miss M. A. Mottley added the Opposition’s nominations, 
noting that the Leader of the Opposition was an ex officio 
member  of  the  Management  Commission and by statute 

chairs the Public Accounts Committee; each question was 
resolved in the affirmative without division. Mr. Speaker 
reported receipt of the Accountant General’s Accounts and 
Statements for April, May and June, 2007.

On  the  adjournment,  Mr.  Jones  congratulated  Mr. 
Speaker  on  his  election  and  pledged  the  support  of  the 
Government  side,  and  Miss  Mottley,  as  Leader  of  the 
Opposition,  associated  the  Opposition  with  his  remarks. 
Mr.  Speaker  thanked  both  Members,  asked  Members  to 
assemble for a group photograph, and adjourned the House 
until Tuesday, 26th February, 2008 at 10.00 a.m.


