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THE SENATE 
Wednesday, 23rd July, 1980. 

The Senate met in the Senate Chamber, Public 
Buildings, on Wednesday, the 23rd July, 1980, at 2,50 
Pm.  

PRESENT 

His Honour Senator the Rev. G. ANDREW HATCH, 
M.A,, (Deputy President); Senator the Hon. N. A. 
BARROW, B,A., LL.B., (Minister of Information) (Leader 
of the Senate); Senator O'BRIEN TROTMAN, (Parliamen- 
tary Secretary, Prime Minister's Office); Senator Sir M. E. 
COX; Senator H. F. G. ROCHEFORD, B.A.; Senator 
R L. FIELD; Senator H. R. LINTON, LL.B,; Senator 
K, E. HINDS; Senator C, I ,  E. DEANE; Senator Mrs. E. M. 
LYNCH, B.A.; Senator J.D.S. MACKENZIE; Senator - 
J. C, W, WICKHAM; Senator D. H. G. HUNTE; Senator 
J. A. CONNELL, LL.B.; Senator the Hon. D. G, 
BLACKMAN, (Minister of Labour and Community Ser- 
vices).and Senator R. E. BRATHWAITE. 

Prayers were read. 
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ABSENT 
h 

His Honour Senator the Hon. SIR ARNOTT CATO; 
Senators AARON TRUSS, Miss 0. A. LYNCH, K. R. 
HEWITT and Miss M. I. ST.C. BLACKMAN. 

OBITUARY SPEECHES RE THE LATE WILLIAM 
ALFRED KELMAN 

SENATOR THE HON. N. A. BARROW: Mr. Dep, 
uty President, about a week ago our Clerk, Mr. Kellman 
suffered the loss of his father, and on Saturday afternoon - 
last Mr. Kelman, Sr., was laid to rest at St. Joseph's 
Parish Church. 

While I cannot claim to have known Mr. Kelrnan 
personally, there is a family well known in St. Joseph, the 

! 

Kelrnan family, living at the bottom of Hone W just 
around the corner from the Church who are well known 
hardworking members of the St, Joseph community. 

On behalf of the Senate, Sir, I wish to extend to 
the Clerk and to members of his family the condolences 
of this Chamber. 

SENATOR SIR MENCEA COX: Mr. Deputy Presi- 
dent, I too join with the Hon. Leader of the Senate in 
extending our sympathy to the Clerk and the family as a 
whole of William Alfred Kelman. 

I happen to have known the Kelman family for 
many years, respectable and respected people in the Com- 
munity. One thing I also know, Sir, is that they have 
made a great contribution towards the advancement of 
the underprivileged of this country, and I say that be- 
cause I know that ever since in the Thirties they joined 
the good band which sought to assist in ameliorating the 
wretched conditions under which the masses of this coun- 
try existed at the time, and I now beg to associate myself 
with the remarks made by the Hon. Leader and pay con- 
dolences to the family of this good man. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: In the light of the gen- 
erous tributes paid to Mr. Kelrnan's family on the death 
of his father, we shall ask the Deputy Clerk of Parliament 
to convey our sympathy formally to the Clerk of Parlia- 
ment and to his family over their loss. 

If you would be kind enough to stand for just one 
moment as a tribute. (Members stood in their places.) On 
his soul as on all other Christian souls, may the Lord 
Jesus have mercy, Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS 

SENATOR THE HON. N. A. BARROW: Mr. 
Deputy President, I have the honour to lay the following 
before this Honourable Senate: 



Resolution to approve the vesting of land at the 
corner of James Street and Lucas Street in the Barbados 
National Bank, 
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Also, Sir, the following Bills which we need to have 
read a flrst time: 

Statement showing net Custom and Excise receipts 
for three months ended 30th June, 1980, 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

SENATOR THE HONl At BARROW: Mr4 
Deputy President, I beg to give notice of the following: 

A Bill to provide for the implementation in 
Barbados of the United Nations Convention on the , 
Cardage of Goods by Sea, 1978, 

The measurement of land as set out in the Schedule is 
1,584 square metres and it is proposed that the lease be , 
for a period of 25 years, that the land be leased at the 
rate of $5,970 per annum subject to  review every flve 
years and that no  access should be constructed on 
Prescod Boulevard, I will just pass around copies of the 
plan, Sir. 

A Bill to amend the Property Transfer Tax Act, 
Cap, 84A, 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Let it be recorded that 
these Bills have been read a flrst time. 

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

SENATOR THE HON. N. A. BARROW: Mr, 
Deputy President, the Orders today standing in my name, 
as I informed the Hon. Senate last week, are to  be taken 
care of by Senator Trotman, but before we actually begin 
the Orders of the Day, Sir, I wish to intimate to Hon, 
Senators that next Wednesday we propose to meet and 
that that is likely, Sir, to be your last meeting for a 
month or so, since you will have to  be absent from the 
Island, and that unless the Hon. House of Assembly 
should go on beyond the 29th July, it is my intention to 
invite this Hon. Senate to seek to deal, if it is at all 
possible, with such Items as come up from the Other 
Place on that day, Wednesday next. It may be that we 
will not be able to because there may be some Item of 
some complexity or it may be the intention of the Other 
Place to meet beyond the 29th, in which case the 
necessity will not arise, but if they are rising on Tuesday 
next then as far as possible we will try to rise on 
Wednesday next. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE LEASE OF LAND 
AT PRESCOD BOULEVARD, FONTABELLE, ST. 

MICHAEL, TO BRUCE HILL LTD. 

SENATOR O'BRIEN TROTMAN: Mr. President, 
the company known as Bruce Hill Limited is about to 
esta . ish a factory for the purpose of manufacturing 
toilet paper and other paper products. The purpose of the 
Resolution is to lease the necessary land to the company so 

l that the factory can be constructed. 

Bruce Hffl Ltd. as I understand it,  are putting some 
$1,6 million into the project. It is hoped that the offldal 
opening of this factory will be on 1st April, 1981 with 25 
employees, The company expects to  be exporting 
between $131 million to $3 million per annum to the 
Caxibbean, that is, Caricom and the other Caribbean 
countries llke Martinique, Guadeloupe, etc, After the 
factory is on full production it in expected that there wffl 
be three shifts per day and that employment will be 
about 100 persons, 

I beg to move that the Resolution be now - 
concurred in, 

The question was put to  the Senate and agreed to, 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE LEASE OF LAND 
AT GUN HILL, ST. GEORGE TO THE BARBADOS 

NATIONAL TRUST 

SENATOR O'BRIEN TROTMAN: Mr. Deputy 
President, the National Trust is already in charge of the 
signal station at Cotton Tower, as it is known, and I 
believe that visitors to  the Island are encouraged to  visit 
the Tower and as I understand it, Sir, Gun Hill is one in 
a series of signal stations which existed some time ago 
and the National Trust is now seekhg to take over the 
signal station for the purpose of preserving i t  and it is 
planned, as I understand it,  that visitors will be invited -n 

by tour operators to visit the signal station, and I suppose 
the National Trust will charge some small fee for entry 
so they can continue their maintenance work. 

The conditions as set out in the Schedule are that 
the lease should be for a period of 25 years, that the 
annual rent should be $5 per annum, that the Chief 
Surveyor should be allowed free access to  continue sur- 
veying plans, and that the Defence Force be able to  use 
this station if need be at short notice. I suppose you will 
know that at  Gun Hill there is still some interest by the 
Defence Force as far as ammunition is concerned and 
they will need to  have access and to  be able to get t o  the 
signal station quickly. 

I beg to move that the Resolution do now pass. 

Order Number Three was called - To move the .+ 
passing of the Resolution to  approve the compulsory ac- 
quisition of land in Larnrnings, St. Joseph for the pro- 



W o n  of a Houring Development, Cultural Centre and 
Recreatlonal area, 

SENATOR O'BRIEN TROTMAN: The Rerolution, 
Sir, w e b  to acquire approximately 10 acre@ of land at 
Lamming, Sir, for the purpolle of housing conrtruction, 
cultural centre and playing fleld, 

It ia planned Sir, that there will be some 16 houres 
at Lamminp on thL particular g o t  of land and that the 
n r t  of the houdng area of the land would be fully rerm 
viced and the lob  made available to reridentr who a n  
dedrour of moving from plaos like Fruitful Hill, the 
Ridge and Lower Coconut Grove, 

At present, Sir, adjoining thL area, there are hard 
courtr and it ir hoped to have a Community Centre and a 
playing field, I am being podtive in saying that the play- 
ing fleld L almort flnihed, What L more intererting Sir, 

. ia that it ir hoped that sometime before Christmas, the 
bulldozer will mow into Lamnrings for the purpore of 
levelling the area and it L expected that some construe. 
tion of houres wffl start before Christmas, 

I beg to move, Sir, that the Resolution be now 
concurred in, 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is proposed that this 
Resolution be concurred in ,,,,,,, 

SENATOR J,  C. WICKHAM: Mr, Deputy President, 
what facilities is the proposed Cultural Centre expected 
to contain? I take it that the use of a Cultural Centre 
does not mean Community Centre, so there must be some 
special facility which the proposed Cultural Centre is 
going to contain, I would certainly like to be enlightened 

L on this, 

SENATOR H. R. LINTON: Mr. Deputy President, I 
rise to say how happy I am, on behalf of the people of 
Larnrnings, St. Joseph and particularly so, on behalf of 
the Hon, Member of the Other Place, who represents that 
Constituency. I happen to know Lamming exceedingly 
well. I know that it is an overcrowded community and 
that the people down there, humble folks as they are, 
were in dire need of facilities such as they are now being 
provided with and I want, from the bottom of my heart, 
to congratulate the Hon. Member who sits in the Other 
Place, and who represents that Constituency. I am sure 
that the people of Lamming, St. Joseph will welcome 
the provision of these facilities, they will appreciate them, 
and they will demonstrate their appreciation, in no un- 
certain terms, when the time comes. 

- I want to add, Mr. Deputy President, Sir, that I 
hope that not too long from now, we will, in like 
manner, be turning our attention to  Six Cross Roads in 
St. Philip, which is also in dire need of such facilities. I 

have no doubt that the people of MaroMleld, Four Roab,  
St, Martin who have now to journey right up to King'r 
Park, where I, in my capacity ar Deputy Chairman of the 
Parh  and Beaches Commlrrion have tried to provide 
cultural facilitier - only Sunday, I was up there, pre- 
sentfngprlzerforKarate, 

We have now got Ballroom Dancing at Ktng'r Park 
in St, Philip, we have a domino competition going on up 
there and the people of Marchfleld, Six C r a r  Roadr and 
Harlington '- I am sure Senator Connell ir quite familiar 
with there arear - are alro to be provided with there 
cultural facflitier, 

Whereas, I rise to congratulate the people of 
Lamming St, Joseph, I would be doubly pleased to be 
able to congratulate the people in St, P u p  on having 
attained rirnflar facilities, 

I am sure that my request will not fall on deaf ears, 

Thank you, Mr, Deputy President, 

SENATOR D,  H, G ,  HUNTE: Mr, Deputy President, 
Sir, with a simple Resolution like this, we do not really 
think that we would get the kind of speech which we 
got from the last Hon, Senator who sat down, 

The Hon, Leader of the Hon, Senate indicated that 
next week may well be the last Meeting and that would 
be the last Meeting before the l l th  August and therefore, 
it is necessary for the Hoi~ ,  Senator to get in a little plug 
before the time for reckoning comes, 

This Resolution, Mr, President, is one which I think 
everybody would welcome because the former Hon, Mem. 
ber representing that Constituency, St, Joseph, used to 
plug day in and day out, for some kind of facilities to be 
provided at Lammings, I think that we are all aware that 
the previous Administration started providing housing 
accommodation at Larnmings and the school was also 
constructed in that area. This is, therefore, a continuation 
of the Programme which was started by the previous 
Administration. 

The development of housing and the facilities are 
necessary, not only at Larnmings, but throughout the 
entire Island. The process of negotiation for land acqui- 
sition makes it fairly difficult and I want to raise one 
matter, Mr. Deputy President. It stems from the actual 
construction because the construction industry, in this 
country, is constantly being faced with shortages of a 
vital commodity and I refer to cement. I am wondering if 
the Introducer of the Resolution, in his reply, might be in 
a position to indicate what plans the Government has to 
get the Cement Plant off the ground because quite a few 
of the large construction companies have had to  close 
their doors over the last week and people have suffered. 





RESOLUTION TO COMPUUORlLY ACQUIRE LAND 
AT RETREAT, ST, JOSEPH 

The Fifth Order of the day war called - to move 
the pwing of a Rerolutlon to approve the compulrory 
rcquidtlon of land at Retreat, St, Jowph, for the erection 
of a Primary School, 

SENATOR THE HON, O'BRIEN TROTMAN: Mr, 
Prerident, lib St, Luker Ellerton Primary School, Sir, the 
new who01 at St, Jowph will be replacing the old St, 
Annr Schod, It L expectad that there will be lrix clarr 
roomr at the new rchool, The eatfmated coat of the 
rchool L $457,000, The prerent roll L 204 and it ir not 
expected that then will be any mbrtantial rlw in the 
roll, In fact, they only expect 210, ro it in a very clow 
calcdatton, It  ir expected that the new St, Aflnr rchool 
will be completed in time for the 198182 academic year, 

.C Ar I unbrrtand it, Sir, the pnwnt  rchool ir not in the 
bert kind of condition and it ir abrolutely necerrary that 
thir d o 0 1  be replaced, and it is lirted among thore rix 
rchoolr to be replaced under the World Bank scheme, 

I beg to move that the Senate concur in thir Reso- 
lution, 

SENATOR Mrr, E, LYNCH: Mr, Deputy President, 
I think we should not misr thir opportunity to congratu- 
late the Government on its very definite steps towarda 
improving condition8 in primary achools, We tend to get 
very excited about tranrfer from the primary school to 
the wcondary school, there is a lot of debate on the 
Common Entrance Examinations, but in fact we need 
to focur our attention far more sharply on there earlier 
yearr in the life of the child, I note the inclusion of 

" rooms for art and craft, needlework and thir does show 
that we realise that not only the three "Ra" but other 
cultural purruits are necessary for the rtipulation of the 
child at this rtage, 

I read a comment recently criticising Government 
for having contributed $500 or something like this to 
Kadoornent Bands for small children, I do not think there 
should be an adverse crfticisnr, I think we should realise 
that activities of this sort, dressing up and taking part, 
singing and dancing, playing games, all these things help 
for the development of children at this stage, I am also 
concerned about the need to see that we tie these schools 
in closely with their neighbourhoods. As far as I know 
there is a Chairman of the Board of Managers or some- 
thing like this for the primary schools. I always hear of 
the Chairman but I am not certah what he is Chairman 
of, the Chairman is there but I do not think there is 
actually a Board for the primary schools and I would 
U e  to see a Board which makes use of people in the 
neighbourhood, old scholars, perhaps our Parent Teachers 
Association and citizens in the neighbourhood, because 

rome of the vanddrm I think would dirappear if the 
whob community around the mhool felt rome pride in 
their rchool and felt involved in arrirting it and taking 
an interert in what ir happening, I would U e  to ree very 
d e b i t e  effortr made to I* the rohoolr very clorely 
with their neighbourhoodr and allow rlmple folk in the 
neighbourhood to feel that they had rome part in the 
operationr, if I put it that way, of the rchoolr. 

Improving the physical conditionr of the primary 
rchools could help towardr recruiting rome of our more 
promiring ntudentr as teacher#, If the phydcal conditions 
are good I think we might get or keep on getting rome 
of the more able rtudentr rpecialiring in work with the 
children at thir rtage, Where the primary schools are 
good the flrrt thin8 that you notice ir that they draw a 
much wider rocial grouping, and therefore if we can 
have good primary rchoolr we could go forward 
considerably to a coheaion of the ~ociety, We need to 
have ar formerly a much wider section of the community 
mddng ure of there schoolr, and they do make use of 
there rchoolr if they are good, I could name them, 
you know the primary rchoolr where you get a very 
wide crorr rection of the society attending, and this 
will do a great deal to help to maintain cohesion in the 
society , 

Attention to thir particular rtage of education will 
also make it possible for us to deal more promptly with 
special handicaps so that we do not wait until it is too 
late to discover that children are not learning. In fact age 
7 is more significant than age 11 if we want to save 
children who have got rpecial difficulties, 

I hope that the improvement in building will not 
in any way deter the provision of text books, I have read 
rome comments about the fact that primary schools feel 
that they have not been getting enough text books and 
of course reading material and so can be provided by 
teachers apart from the text books, but I hope in 
addition to the bufldings they will be getting the other 
things which they need to do a good job, 

Attendance is something with which we have been a 
bit concerned, I have noticed figures published by the 
Ministry of Education which seem to indicate that we 
should not get too emotional about the problem. I see 
figures like 90% and so forth, but those flgures tell you 
the percentage of children who are in school, the 
attend'ance of children who are there. We have no means 
of knowing how many children of school age in Barbados 
are not in school, we have no means of knowing what has 
become of those who after a term's absence will be 
removed from the register and therefore will not be 
accounted for in the percentage of attendance, I believe 
that since we feel that in many schools the attendance 
is reasonably good, there must still be a hard core of 



children who do not attend school, It may not be a lot 
of chfldren not attending school, but a few children 
attending school very badly, and these are the chfldren we 
see around, If, like me, you happen to possess fruit trees, 
you know well enough whether they are in school or not, 
so I still feel that in addition to all we are doing we 
need now to be a little more sure that the children's 
right to education is being ensured, After all, we nib. 
scribe to the Charter of the United Nations and that 
Charter says that education for the chfld at least at 
primary level should be free and compulsory, 

There are, I believe, three or four School 
Attendance Officers but they have no power other than 
to use persuasion, and obviously three or four School 
Attendance Officers are not a sufflcient number for 
the number of children to whom we are catering, I feel 
we should not be complacent because if we see signs 
in the community that young people are causing concern, 
they are not developing properly, we have reason to 
feel anxious about the young adult, we have reason to be 
concerned about what took place at the Government 
Industrial Schools, Those children are not isolated, they 
come out of the society, 

What we saw there should alert us that all is not 
well with the supervision, I feel, which children are 
receiving, I feel that we should tighten up, even althcugh 
we tend to be complacent and say, oh, what a high per. 
centage of literacy we have, We should not be satisfled 
with that, We see signs of trouble in late adolescence 
and when you see trouble like this, at one stage, we 
would look earlier to see what caused this develop. 
ment to take place, So I think that we must not be 
complacent about education because it is a preventive 
service and it is better to tackle these difficulties when 
the chlldren are in school, instead of waiting until a later 
date, then we have to spend a tremendous amount of 
money on delinquency, institutions and all these things. 

If we keep our sense of proportion, the children 
in the Government Industrial Schools are only about 
60; the girls are only about seven, the boys are about 64, 
if you get to 70, some of those are remands, they are 
only a few comparatively, from the old community. Yet, 
they cause a considerable amount of disturbance. This 
should alert us not to be complacent, to look carefully 
at what is happening before late adolescence and give 
the children at the primary level, all the attention we 
could give them. 

I hope that it would be possible to have some 
nursery classes. I do not know whether we can have 
them in these schools. It may be expensive, I know 
that nursery education is expensive, but please let us 
think of preventive work, for children, rather than, 
expensive curative work later on. 

Thank you, Mr, Deputy President, 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Senator Wickham, 

SENATOR J ,  C, WICKHAM: Thank you, Mr, 
Deputy President, It is very tempting, in the intetest of 
a peacehl life, to let the Resolution pass with your 
support and say nothing, Unquestionably, these past two 
Resolutions deserve support, 

Negotiation of a Loan, with the World Bank, to 
bufld 10 schools, is certainly a grand thing for Barbados, 
but we ought to take, and I certainly propose to take 
this opportunity, to relieve myself of a few of the doubts 
and questions which arise: The first is, whether these 
programmes of school building, given the circumstances 
of the shortage of technicians and builders in the con. 
struction industry, whether in fact, this programme can 
be fulfilled, There is a serious shortage a l l  around the 
town, all around the building sites one sees notices for 
masons, begging for carpenters and the Government's i. 

target date of 1981, 1982, seems to be optimistic in the 
circumstances, 

There is also another question which ariaes in my 
mind, I endorse everything which Senator Lynch has 
has just said about the importance of the primary schools 
in our community, but in recent months, I had the 
privilege of visiting a number of primary schools, small 
ones in the country, There are certain aspects of these 
schools which are most heartening, they are certainly 
delightful, The chlldren; the youngest ones in the recep. 
tion classes are bright, intelligent, eager and you can see, 
in their faces, that friendliness, It is really a pleasure, 

Unfortunately, as you go along the school and you 
reach the end, one sees that brightness fade and a certain 
apathy, a certain dullness set in, I have had some photo. 
graphs taken which show, the transition from eagerness 
and keenness at school, to dullness and apathy in the end. 
Something is certainly wrong, which blunts the edge of 
these children's curiosity and response to other people. 

I am afraid that I strongly suspect that there is 
something in the teaching which is responsible for this. 
Stone walls do not a prison make, nor, does a good 
building necessarily make a good school. Many people 
have been taught under trees in the open air, scurrying 
for shelter when the rain falls. This has no harmful 
effect on the quality of the teaching, or the quality of 
the learning. But, it seems to me, that something is 
wrong in a system which can so dramatically change 
the way children look. 

I have heard some complaints, I have heard teachers 
themselves attempting to identify what is wrong. This is 4 

neither the time, nor, in fact, can I repeat them because 
I am not convinced that all of them are accurate. But, 



certainly, I have talked to products of our school system, 
many of them, in different social strata and I am really 
most despondent about the quality of education which 
they get, 

I have no comment on their intelligence, clearly, 
they are intelligent but, they seem to have left school, 
first of all, without any curiosity about the community 
they are living in and with the barest knowledge about 
that community, its institutions and it is terrible because 
when people do not know, they do now know that they 
do not know, 

I do not have any answer, but I think that it 
would be remiss, if I did not use the opportunity pro. 
vided by these two Resolutions for the erection, I prefer 
the word construction of primary schools, I say that 
all is not well, 

Thank you, Mr, Deputy President, 

SENATOR R,  E, BRATHWAITE: Mr, Deputy 
President, I also am happy to say something on behalf 
of the primary schools of this Island, 

As we all know, that is the foundation, I always 
think about what the last Hon, Senator said, about the 
shortage of workmen and so on, I always wonder, in 
the last Regime, the planning in that day, when they 
built a school, they always build wood. The poorest 
man today, who is going to build, he tries to build 
wall because it would be lasting. But, it is ridiculous 
to me, when I look around, the last Regime in 1974, 
1976 built a lot of wood structures and before you 
look around, Mr. Deputy President, the wood ants have 
eaten it all, 

Senator Wickharn spoke of the shortage of work. 
men. I am very happy to say that since 1976, we did 
not have any big emigration to carry out men to make 
a shortage, It only proves the planning of Government. 
You cannot even find workmen and one Senator spoke 
about the cement, we all know that double the amount 
of cement is coming into this Island now, than in 1974 
and 1975. It is much more, but the volume of work 
is so much, that we cannot comply with the workmen, 
the cement, anything whatsoever. We have to be satisfied 
with it and realise that a time will come when, in the 
same way that we plan to have a boom going in that 
way, I am sure there will be plans with the Polyclinics. 
We will have workmen and we will have this Island 
going from strength to strength. 

Thank you, Mr. Deputy President. 
-. 

SENATOR R. L. FIELD: Mr. Deputy President, 
in rising to support the Resolution, I hope that some 

kind of consideration is given when these schools are 
constructed, not erected, to the physical education 
of these schools, 

In the past many of the schools that had been built 
recsntly,..,.,,,I would not say recently because some 
have been built in the time of the Democratic Labour 
Party regime, but no  thought was given at all to proper 
playing facjlities, areas where you could erect a gym, 
nothing at all that chlldren could be looked after in that 
area, and I hope that some consideration is given t o  this 
aspect of it with the construction of these new schools, 
and I must, as I said, support the Government on this 
Resolution, 

SENATOR THE HON, O'BRIEN TROTMAN: Mr. 
President, Senator Wickham has doubts about the ability 
of the Government to fulfll its building programme 
because of the shortage of carpenters, masons etc. There 
are two things about that, Sir. Firstly, it is generally 
calculated that although at present there seems to be 
a shortage of masons, carpenters, electricians all over 
Barbados because of building in both private and public 
sectors, that by 1981-82 the private building might not 
be as active as it is now and therefore there will not be 
that competition which we are having at present. 

Secondly, there will also be some relief because 
at present the Ministry of Labour is having its skills 
training programme and some of the graduates from that 
programme will be entering the construction field. The 
problem, Sir, is not that there is too much construction; 
the problem is that in the past two decades in Barbados 
there has been no apprenticeship scheme in construction. 
Persons in Barbados in the last two decades have been 
taught that construction had to do with poverty, had to 
do with deprived families and so a thing to  be avoided; 
therefore persons have kept out of construction. But 
with the skills training programme going as successfully 
as it is, it is hoped that we will have enough hands in 
1981-82 to get the programme going. 

The question that the Resolution be concui-red 
in was put to  the Senate and agreed to. 

THE ADJOURNMENT 

SENATOR THE HON. N. A. BARROW: Mr, 
President, I beg to  move that this Senate do now adjourn 
until this day week, Wednesday, 30th July, 1980, at 
2.30 p.m. 

SENATOR H. F. G. ROCHEFORD: Mr. President, 
with your permission I wanted on the motion of the 
adjournment to comment .............. 



Mr. PRESIDENT: Senator Rocheford, the Resolu- 
tion which you passed to me I passed to the Clerks for 
advice as to whether it has complied with Standing Order 
No. 9(2). The Clerks have not advised me as to whether 
it was registered two days before and whether the Leader 
of Government Business has agreed to your Resolution, 
I would like that advice before you speak, 

(The Clerk consulted with Mr, President,) 

Senator Rocheford, my advice is that your desire 
and intention to speak on this issue at this time is not in 
order in accordance with Order No. 9(2), therefore if 

you will comply with this, then of course you may raise 
it on the motion for the adjournment next week. 

li 

SENATOR H. F. G, ROCHEFORD: I can 
appreciate that, Mr. President. Unfortunately I am going 
to be off the Island next week, and unless some other 
Senator feels as strongly as I feel about this matter, I 
see no UkelUlood of it being raised in this month, 

The question that this Senate do now adjourn until 
Wednesday 30th July, at 2.30 p,m. wa~, put to the Senate 
and agreed to and Mr. PRESIDENT adjourned the Senate 
accordingly, 
3,55 p.m. 
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The Senate met in the Senate Chamber, Public 
Buildings, on Wednesday the 30th July, 1980, at 3.00 
PJn. 

PRESENT 

His Honour Senator the Rev. G. ANDREW HATCH, 
MA., (Deputy President); Senator the Hon. N. A. 
BARROW, BA., LLB., (Minister of Information) (Leader 
of the Senate); Senator O'BRIEN TROTMAN, (Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, Prime Minister's Office); Senator Sir 
M. E. COX; Senator K. E. HINDS; Senator C. I. E. 
DEANE; Senator Mrs. E. M. LYNCH, BA.; Senator 
J. D. S. MacKENZIE; Senator Miss M. I. St.C. 
BLACKMAN; Senator J. C. W. WICKHAM; Senator - D. H. G. HUNTE; Senator J. A. CONNELL, LL.B.; 
Senator the Hon. D. G. BLACKMAN, (Minister of 
Labour and Community Services), and Senator R. E. 
BRATHWAITE. 

h 

Prayers were read by Rev. Lionel Crawford. 

I ABSENT 

His Honour Senator the Hon. Sir ARNOTT CATO; 
Senators H. F. G. ROCHEFORD, R. L. FIELD; AARON 
TRUSS, H. R. LINTON, Miss 0. A. LYNCH and K. R. 
H E r n .  

CONGRATULATORY SPEECHES 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Senator Barrow. 

SENATOR THE HON. N. A. BARROW: Mr. 
Deputy President, very often when we rise at the 
beginning of a Meeting of this Hon. Senate, it is not to 
express joy and happiness and to speak well of the living, 

but this evening Sir, it is a slightly different occasion, in 
that it is the first Meeting of this Hon. Senate, since the 
award of the first set of National Honours on National 
Day, 26th July. 

It is not my intention Sir, to be long, especially 
since the persons who have been honoured in that first 
set of Honours, are as fine a collection of Barbadians, or 
indeed West Indians, or indeed, any citizen which one 
would find anywhere and constitute persons whose 
reputations have been firmly made and cannot possibly 
be obliterated from the public mind. 

The List Sir, I do not know which name I should 
start with, but I should be arbitrary and refer to Sir 
Erskine on the ground that he has been an Hon. Member 
of this Hon. Chamber and therefore, I feel justified in de- 
parting from the principle of ladies first. There, we deal 
Sir, with a gentleman whose Record is there to be seen in 
the service of the entire Caribbean whether as a Judge in 
Guyana, Barbados, or in Trinidad, or as Chief Justice of 
Belize, whether a politician of the Thirties or a politician 
of the sixties, whether as an outstanding journalist, or in 
his quasi judicial role of Speaker of the Federal House, 
during the short life of our Federation. 

We have also, Dame Elsie, whose first known dis- 
tinction, known publicly, was that she did not have to 
wait until a special Scholarship came along for girls, she 

1 took the men on and beat them in 1946, when there was 
a single Barbados Scholarship. She has gone on through- 
out to  distingwh herself as a lady of refinement, a lady 
of great knowledge, a Headteacher of sympathy and of 
great competence and one who, had she entered the 
ranks of University life, rather than returing to her Islang, 
at a time when there was no University Campus and en- 
tering the honoured profession of teaching, would certain- 

I ly have seen here name adorn the list of published works 1 of distinction. 



The Honour Sir, which gives me greatest pleasure, is 
the Honour to Sir McDondd, the former President of the 
Barbados Workers' Union. It is not appropriate for me to 
say something which I have said in here before because it 
might only indeed tend to divert attention from the fact 
that it is Sir McDonald and not the Union, as a whole, 
that we are talking about this evening. Indeed, had he - 

-- starting at the bottom of the ladder, continuing as a com- 
mitted Unionist - had he not been one of the Leaders of 
the Union at a most crucial stage in its development, it is 
true that the Barbados Workers' Union might well have 
been different and I think Sir, that it is when people have 
retired from the post, that one can see perhaps easier, 
what an excellent team he and Mr. Frank Walcott made. 
Those of us who know Sir McDonald, know a man of 
humility, a man of courage, a man of strong conviction. 
Indeed, one of the outstanding gentlemen of this country. 

Among the Companions of Honour, there is a 
former Hon. Member of this Honourable Chamber, Mr. 
Fred Goddard, who, having served with distinction in the 
Other Place, having given many years of public life in that 
Place, became an Hon. Member of this Honourable Senate 
in 1971. 

Mr. Fred Goddard represents something of the other 
side of the coin, in that he is the only businessman 
among those honoured. 

He represents an age in which the business com- 
munity were indeed losing their grip on the political 
wheel, and finding the need to change their attitude in- 
stead of thinking of having a party of their own to re- 
evaluate their own position in the political spectrum, and 
to understand where they fitted into the general 
aspirations of the wider Barbadian community. I think, 
Sir, that Fred Goddard is one of the first members of the 
more privileged section of the community to have under- 
stood and to have gone through that process. It may be, 
Sir, because he was not always from the more privileged 
section of the community and therefore understood 
better the vagaries and the ups and downs of life. 

Mr. Wynter Algernon Crewford - whom I know 
perhaps best of all of the persons honoured. His contri- 
bution has been in journalism and in politics in this 
country. I can speak in greater detail if I so choose of 
Mr. Crawford than I can of perhaps any other person on 
the list, but then how much can I tell people about a 
man whose name and whose leadership of the other mass- 
based working class political party af this country is there 
for all  to see? His work has been known almost for as 
long a time as I have been living, whether in the earlier 
days of the Congress Party or in the later days when as a 
h i s t e r  of the Democratic Labour Party Government and 
Deputy Premier of this country the issue of Fedgration 
became one on which himself and Mr. Ward, Sir Erskine, 
found it necessary to part company with the then Gov- 

ernment. In terms of public life Mr. Crawford's has been 
one of hard work and earnest endeavour. 

The list includes two persons not resident in 
Barbados, one non-Barbadian who has been made an 
Honorary Companion, and one Barbadian who is a full 
Companion. The Barbadian is Mr. Reginald Pierrepointe. 
Certainly as a little boy I became aware of Mr. 
Pierrepointe's efforts because in Mr. Crawford's newspaper 
avery Saturday there used to appear an article written by 
Mr. Pierrepointe, and those of us who have had the 
honour and the pleasure of knowing Mr. Pierrepointe in 
his younger days, and when I say younger days I 
probably mean five or ten years ago - 1 first met him in- 
deed 20 years ago - have forever in our minds someone 
who was always into an argument, who whether you 
agreed with his point of view or not always demonstrated 
a sincerity and a commitment to the land from which he 
came, so that though living thousands of miles away in 
the United States, his sense of belonging to this 
community has never seemed to weaken. 

Of Mr. Hope Stevens, Sir, what we know is in re- 
lation to his efforts in the early attempts to organise the 
Barbados Progressive League which as you know. Sir. was 
the Labour Party, the Workers' Union and a Friendly 
Society. As Sir Mencea says, he was indeed the founder, 
and in doing so he came to tlus country and helped to 
give institutions of which the country has reason to be 
proud, and which the country sorely needed particularly 
to build on the efforts of those who had been martyred 
in the early days particularly xlminating in 1937. 

Sir, I believe that this opportunity should be taken 
to send forth congratulations of this Honourable Senate 
to those who have been honoured and to place on record 
how appropriate we believe has been this selection of 
what one can only call dedicated persons, persons out- 
standing for the calibre, the quality of their contributiors 
to the society. 

SENATOR J.  A. CONNELL: Mr. President. I should 
like to associate myself with the congratulations and 
other laudatory sentiments expressed by the Hon. Leader 
of' this Chamber. 1 think that the persons who have been 
selected to be honoured eminently deserve the recognition 
by contemporary Barbadians. 1 go further, Mr. President, 
and state that I am among those who believe it is good 
when a society honours the outstanding contributions 
of  men and women in that society during their life time. 

I think, however, that it is on balance to be re- 
gretted that we have not been able to demonstrate more 
inventiveness than to come up with the honour of 
knighthood. I wish to place it on record that I am by no 
means seeking to derogate in any way from the 



achievement of those persons whom the society has 
chosen to reward by conferring upon them a Knighthood. 
I however feel that this particular form of honour is more 
associated in the minds of not only the vast majority of 
Barbadians but of persons in the Caribbean and other 
parts of the world with the British honour. 

I am persuaded that it is not beyond the inventive- 
ness of Barbadians to have come up with an honour that 
was equally prestigious and much more original. The 
choice of this form of honour demonstrates what I call 
the cultural split personality of persons in the Caribbean. 
Part of them looks towards the colonial past and the 
other part looks towards the national future. 

I wish to place on record also, Mr. Deputy President 
my opinion that great care must be taken to ensure that the 
award of honours to deserving persons is done according 
to the observance of high standards and objectivity in the 
wider national interest. There is a danger that such 
appointments can be used as a form of patronage. I make 
no allegation whatsoever that this is the case in these 
awards, I am saying that for the future there is a danger 
that such awards can be abused for the purpose of 
patronage and adequate precautions need to be taken to 
ensure that this time that institution is not abused. I have 
been informed of some policy or decision to advertise for 
recommendations in connection with the choosing of 
persons for honours. If this is in fact so it may not be a 
step in the right direction, it would probably be better if 
there were an established committee of persons who were 
able to survey the national scene...... 

SENATOR THE HON. N. A. BARROW: Sir, on a 
point of elucidation. I wanted to assure Senator Cornell 
that the route he was going about, an established 
committee, was in fact the hcision in force. This is party 
functioning. 

SENATOR J. A. CONNELL: I laboured under the 
impression that there was some reference to a possible 
practice of advertising for recommendations. I see a 
quizzical look on the face of the Leader of the Senate 
indicating that he does not know this. If that is not the 
case I will not pursue it, I simply wish to make the 
point that we must be very careful not to cheapen the 
national honours, because if we do that we mn a serious 
risk of discrediting them totally in the eyes of our own 
national community and the international community. 

Having said what I have said about the choice of the 
honours, I think that I should conclude by a repetition 
of my previous statement that the persons chosen are 
eminently deservitlg of national recognition, and I hope 
that in the future we will continue to choose persons of 

1 high achievement and contribution to the society so that 
the honours they receive will appear to Barbadians and 
the wider international community as being well deserved. 
In a sense it is the man or woman of outstanding 
contribution who brings a sense of dignity and worth to 1 
the honour, and I would have thought that if we had 
chosen any honour that was original, that in the process 1 
of time because of the stature of the persons who were *,. 
selected for recognition that the honour wwld have 
grown in worth and desirability. However, t .  decision 
has been taken and at the moment there seems to be no 
other alternative but to acquiesce in its existence. rl 

Thank you, Sir. 
1 

SENATOR SIR MENCEA COX: Mr. President, I 1 
rise to join those who have already spoken in congratulat- 
ing those persons who have received those honours. As far 
as Sir Erskine is concerned, I felt that he should have had 
some type of honour ever since, years ago.1 have known 
him as a Magistrate and a Judge, and I must say that 

i 

from what I saw of him he did a very impartial job. He 
did not want to know whether you were rich, poor, 
blue, black or brown, all he was interested in was to get 
evidence and decide on the case. He is also a friendly per- 
son and his contribution towards this country has been 
very great and important, and I am one of those who are 
glad to see that even at this late stage he has been 
knighted and given the honour of a knighthood. 

I also am pleased that Dame Elsie Payne has been 
honoured in a similar manner, the highest I believe for a 
lady. I have had the privilege of her presence when I was 
Chairman of the Constitution Review Commission, and I 
would like to say that she made a very great and large 
contribution. She was never late and never missed a 
meeting until she took ill and was away for three months, 
and it was a great loss to the Commission at the time. 
She was dedicated and always had something valuable to 
add to those meeting, and there were quite a few, and I 
am very glad that she has been honoured. 

As far as Sir Donald Blunt is concerned, I have 
known Sir Donald for many years, coming into the 
Barbados Progressive League a few years or so after it was 
started in 1938. He was a member of the League and also 
a member of the Trade Union which started in 1941. A 
dedicated, hard working, honest man, a man who did his 
best to promote the interest of the masses in so  fa^ as the 
Union and the Progressive Labour Party, as it was called 
at that time, was concerned. 

What I admire also, in Sir McDonald Blunt, is 
that when the Union broke from the Barbados Labour 
Party, under the leadership of Mr. Frank Walcott, n ~ )  
one c d d  persuade him to swing away from the 
Barbados Labour Party, he stood M y  to it. He 
realised that it was the mother of the Union, that it  



had started the Progressive League and that the Union 
had achieved a lot through the help and guidance of the 
Barbados Labour Party because the late Sir Grantley 
was the first President of the Union and Sir Hugh 
Springer was the first General Secretary of the Union. 
Mr. Frank Walcott joined the Party and the Union in 
1945, after the 1944 Elections and he was made the 
Assistant General Secretary. 

In all the persuasion which was used against Sir 

Ir MC Donald Blunt, he stood as a man and he stuck to the 
Party even until now. I am glad that a man, like him, 
has been able to receive an Honour for the good work 

I which he has done for all of those years. 

L As far as Mr. Crawford is concerned, I would like 
to say that I was one of those who was very inspired 
by his work in Parliament, especially the first let us say, 
6ve or six years of his Membership of that Other Place. 

I As a matter of fact, I was a visitor in that Hon. House 
and indeed, he used to promote the interest of the 
workers of this country, the under privileged, at every 
opportunity which he had. I would say that he did a 
very good job in assisting in changing the whole social, 
economic and political structure of this country as an 
Hon. Member of that Hon. House and I am glad that 
an Honour has been given him, even though I feel that 
he deserves a larger Honour. 

Now, Sir, I cannot say much about Mr. Pierrepointe, 
I do not know him so well, but from what I gather, he 
has always been interested in promoting, through his 
paper and so, the interests of the under-privileged in 
Barbados and the West Indies as a whole and I am also 
glad that he has been recognised that far, as to be given 
an Honour. 

Now, we come to the Founder of the Barbados 
Progressive League, which nomenclature was changed in 
1948 to the Barbados Labour Party. I remember Mr. 
Hope Stevens came down here in 1938, some time after 
the disturbances, he founded the Barbados Progressive 
League and kept in touch with those who were running 
the League at the time. He corresponded with them, 
gave them all the ideas necessary to help to build that 
Movement and to make i t  as strong as possible. I am 
glad also, that he is recognised. 

1 As far as Mr. Goddard is concerned, he has made 
' his contribution also in the Other Place and at a later 

stage, in this Place. I must say, all in all, that I am 
happy to see that persons who have done so much to 
help to bring Barbados to what it is today, I am glad 
to see that those persons have been recognised, by 
means of Honours which I know that they will carry to 
the grave. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: There was a certain 
anxiousness at the prospect of the first National Awards 
and as usual, Barbados seems to have handled this 
matter with a sensitivity of touch, so that the recipients 
and I also believe, the system has received wide public 
support and therefore, in light of the comments of 
those who have paid tribute to the recipients, we shall 
ask the Clerk of Parliament to assure them of our con- 
gratulations and best wishes for the future. 

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS 

SENATOR THE HON. N. A. BARROW: Mr. 
Deputy President, I have the honour to lay the follow- 
ing documents:- 

Customs Tariff Amendment No. 4 Order, 1980. 
Merchandise Marks Amendment Rules, 1980. 
The Waterworks (General) (Amendment) Regula- 
tions, 1980. 
Reports of the Commissioner of Inland Revenue 
for the years 1974 to 1975, to 1977 to 1978. 
Financial Statements of the Barbados Marketing 
Corporation for the nine months' period ended 
31st March, 1977, 31st March 1978 and 31st 
March, 1979. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

SENATOR THE HON. N. A. BARROW: Mr. 
Deputy Resident, I would like to give notice of the 
following Resolutions and also to give notice of the 
following BiIls: 

A Resolution to approve the sum of £684 506 
and the sum of '£3 878 866 from Lloyds Bank 
International Limited for the provision of certain 
goods and services for the development of the 
Coast Guard. 

A Resolution to approve the sum of $2,230,000 US 
from the Export Development Corporation of Canada 
for the purchase of air traffic control radar equipment 
for the Grantley Adarns International Airport; 

A Resolution to approve of the vesting of lands and 
buildings at Friendship, St. Lucy, in the Barbados 
Agricultural Development Corporation for the purpose of 
implementing a farm project; 

A Resolution to approve the compulsory acquisition 
of two parcels of land at the corner of Howells Cross 
Road and Two Mile Hill in the parish of St. Michael 
for the purpose of highway improvement; 

A Bill entitled an Act to repeal the United States 
(Oceanographic Station) Act. 



Sir, that Bill is a companion to  another one which 
I trust has been circulated, but has not yet been dealt 
with in the Other Place, a Bill to amend the Crown 
Lands (Vesting and Disposal) Act; 

b 
A Bill t o  amend the Liquor Licences Act; 

A Bill to provide for the repeal of the Public 
Loans (Redemption) Act, Cap. 103. 

Sir, among these there are a couple of urgent items 
which I shall have to ask leave of this Honourable Senate 
to deal with at the appropriate time. There are two items 
with 31st July deadlines on them, and as I intimated last 
time it was my intention to ask this Honourable Senate 
to deal with as much of the business coming up as we 
could in order to permit an early recess, one of the 
reasons being that a number of people have already 
arranged their business and are either shortly going or 
perhaps have already left. 

J 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Let i t  be recorded that 
these Bills have been read a first time. 

RESOLUTION TO VEST LAND AT JAMES STREET 
AND LUCAS STREET IN THE BARBADOS 

NATIONAL BANK 

The First Order of the day was called - to move 
the passing of a Resolution to approve the vesting of 
land at the corner of James Street and Lucas Street in the 
Barbados National Bank. 

SENATOR THE HON. D. G. BLACKMAN: Mr. 
President, the matter under consideration relates to two 
Government owned properties which were acquired under 
the Land Acquisition Act, Cap. 228 in March 1978. One 
piece of land is situated at James and Lucas Streets 
comprising 1095.33 square metres and the other at James 
Street comprising 1959.97 square metres. Mr. President, 
we are asking the Senate to approve the vesting of this 
land in the Barbados National Bank. Initially it was 
acquired by and for the use of the Barbados Savings Bank 
which has been transformed in part to the Barbados 
National Bank, and in view of the necessity to reflect an 
accurate and justifiable state of accounts that will satisfy 
the auditors of the Bank, it is necessary that this property 
be now legally vested in the Barbados National Bank. 

I beg to move that this Resolution be concurred in. 

The question that the Resolution be concurred in 
was put to the Senate and agreed to. 

THE CARRIAGE OF GOODS BY SEA 
ACT, 1980 

The Second Order of the day was called - t o  move 
the second reading of a Bill t o  provide for the 

implementation in Barbados of the United Nations Con- 
vention on the Carriage of Goods by Sea, 1978. 

SENATOR THE HON. D. G. BLACKMAN: Mr. 
President, the purpose of this Bill is to incorporate the 
Convention on the carriage of goods by sea which was 
drafted at Hamburg in 1978 and subsequently approved 
by the UN General Assembly in the same year. All 
countries in the world, Mr. President, depend upon a 
smooth and problem-free flow of trade in order to 
conduct their business properly, and in a country like 
Barbados which is basically externally oriented and where 
we are required to trade in order to survive, it is 
absolutely imperative that the rules relating to inter- 
national trade be as clear as possible. 

As early as 1924 the League of Nations adopted a 
Convention at the Hague subsequently known as the 
Hague Rules which sought to unify international rules 
relating to bills of lading, and the Hague Rules were 
subsequently supplemented by another provision relating 
to international trade which was called the Brussels 
Protocol in 1968. 

The Carriage of Goods by Sea Act, Cap. 307, 
incorporated the 1924 Convention but was not extended 
to include the modification of the Hague Rules by the 
Brussels Protocol. The new Carriage of Goods by Sea 
Convention is a distinct improvement upon the old Hague 
Rules in that for the first time nations that are basically 
shippers and consignees have had some input into the 
drafting of the Convention. 

The Hague Rules were exclusively the product of 
carrying nations and consequently those rules operated 
in large measure against the best interests of shipping 
nations ind  consignee nations. Like all international 
Conventions it represents a compromise and does not 
reflect the ideal condition for a shipping nation such 
as Barbados is sometimes, or a consignee nation such 
as Barbados invariably is. The Hamburg Conference 
at which this Convention was drafted and approved 
was the scene of vicious in-fighting on the part of the 
developed world, the developed nations being principally 
carrying nations, and the developing countries operating 
through the instrumentality of the Group of 77, so that 
this document which the final Convention is represents 
the best possible deal that a developing country such as 
Barbados can get in terms of international trade. 

For many years Barbados was a member of 
UNCITAL and in the incipient stages there was a con- 
siderable input from the Barbadian standpoint though not 
all the proposals put forward by Barbados were accepted, 
and even though Barbados was not present at the Ham- 
burg Conference the Government of Trinidad & Tobago 
was mandated with the responsibility of stating the point 
of view of CARICOM copntries. Which brings me to  the 



point of informing the Senate that the draft Convention 
prior to an attempt to incorporate it in our legislation 
was exhaustively discussed at a meeting in 1979 of the 
Standing Committee of CARICOM Ministers of Trans- 
port. So it not only speaks to international questions in 
general but it relates intimately to some of the problems 
that arise in trading with our closest trading partners 
within CARICOM. 

One of the changes included in the new Convention 

! is that there is a distinction now between a carrier and 
an actual carrier. In the old law there were difficulties 
arising in the matter of enforcement of contracts because 
of problems in determining who the carrier was, and 
very often the carrier who was described as the ccntract- 
ing party for the carriage of goods escaped responsibility 
because the carrier was not the actual carrier. So this 
represents a considerable improvement and affoids greater 
protection for a consignee and shipping country such 
as Barbados. 

Another significant innovation in the new Con- 
vention is the presumption of liability on the part of the 
carrier for loss or late delivery, The only defence availabje 
to a carrier in such circumstances is a clear demonstration 
that everything reasonable was done in order to ensure 
the protection of the goods. In the past under the old 
law live animals and goods carried on deck were not 
included and persons shipped animals and other com- 
modities on deck at their own peril. This Convention 
regulates the shipping of such commodities and they 
are now included as goods. 

This was one of the issues that created an enormous 
amount 3f controversy at the conference, and it was 
a point where the developing countries were able to 
extract a most important concession from the, developed 
countries. A matter of some significance for Barbados too 
is the extension of the period of responsibility of the 
carrier. In the old Act, the old Convention, the re- 
sponsibillty of the carrier began and ended in the period 
during loading and unloading. The period of responsibility 
now is extended to the whole iime during which the 
goods are in the charge of the carrier to the moment 
when the goods are handed over to the consignee or at 
least placed at his disposal or handed to an authority or 
thud party. 

These then, are some of the more important inno- 
vations in the new Legislation. There are a few more, 
but not as consequential as those to which I referred 
and I think that this Bill which repeals the existing 
Cakriage of Goods by Sea Act, Cap. 307, is an important 
and enlightened advancement in the rationalisation of 
international trade. 

Mr. Deputy President, I beg to move that tbis 
Bill be read a second time. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is proposed that 
this Bill be read a second time....Aenator Connell. 

A 

SENATOR J. A. CONNELL: Mr. Deputy 
President, in becoming a Signatory to the 1978 Con- 
vention to the Carriage of Goods by Sea, Barbados - 
took a wise and necessary step, as an Independent 
country, of very limited resources, which finds itself 
in the competitive field of international trade and 4 

commerce. It is of the utmost importance that we 
become a signatory to as important a Coilvention as this. 

The Bill which we are now discussing provides 
for the repeal of  the previous Legislation which is The 
Carriage of Goods By Sea Ait of 1926. The Schedule 
to that Act contains t!!e Hague Rules of 1924, to which 
the Hon. Member md learned Hon. Minister referred 
and the more superficial comparison of the Schedule 
of the 1926 Act, with the Bill which h e  are now dis- 
cussing w~l l  disclose that this Convention is a significant 
improvement in the 1926 Act. Basically, the Convention -e 
which forms part of the Bill which we are now discussirig 
reflects the increasing sophistication, complexity and 
modernity uf International Trade and Commerce today 
and we cannot possibly exist in this international environ- 
ment without being signatories to the Convention. We 
could not maintain, or enhance our position in inter- 
national competition. I wish Sir, to take this opportunity, 
in addition to looking at the legal skeleton which we 
are now providing, to wamine some of the economic 
aspects which aye associated with it. 

I wish Sir, with your leave, to refer very briefly, 
to the position of h p p i n g  in the Region. Many persons 
who are involved in some aspect of intra regiocal trade, 
or indeed manufacturing, complain that shpping facilities 
which now exist are inadequate to satisfy h e  need. 
They make the point, that for Barbados to maintain 
its position among its intra regional competitors, that 
it needs to improve its shipping facilities. This is also 
true for all the CARICOM Members. Ships are very G 

expensive and we, in this Region, are plagued by the 
lack of capital which characterises developing countries 
all over the world. Yet, unless some steps are taken 
urgently to remedy the situation, we may fmd ourselves 
caught up in a vicious circle because we do not have 
the capital, we cannot provide the ships, and because 
we do not have the ships, we cannot improve our compe- 
titiveness and therefore, our capital situation. 

It seems to me that this is one area, in which 
there is a crying need for significant injections of capital, 
by way of international assistance to  improve the com- 
plement of regional shipping. I cannot resist the temp- 
tation in passing Sil, to regret the disposal of the North 

+ 

Point because I am persuaded and reassured by persons 
in trade and industry, that it could have performed a 
useful service in supplying needed shipping accommoda- 



tion for Barbados and other countries and in this part 
of the Caribbean. 

I should also like to take this opportunity to 
deal briefly with the question of containerisation. The 
very Convenhon which forms part of the Schedule of 
the Bill refers to containers, so I think Sir, that I am 
well within the limits of Second Reading Speech on this 
matter. I am speaking, Sir, of cargo containers. My 
understanding Sir, is that there is not, in commercial 
trade and industrial use in Barbados, on any large scale, 
t!e larger containers which are 40 feet in length. My 
understanding is that there is at the moment, a dispute 
surrounding the conditions under which they can be 
introduced in Barbados. 

I am impressed by persons who deal in this area 
of business activity that the introduction of these con- 
tainers could make a significant difference in Barbados' 
efficiency and productivity in that area. I am informed 
that there are problems surrounding this and I am won- 
dering whether it is not possible to resolve these problems 
in a manner which does justice both to the worker and 
to the employer if once again, we are to hold and im- 
prove our place in the highly competitive field of 
International Trade, we have to keep apace with the 
latest improvements and innovations. 

One aspect of containerisation in which I am 
particularly interested is how to fit these very huge recep- 
tacles into our very constricted and limited road traffic 
situation. It has been suggested by persons who have 
given thought to the problem that these containers, the 
longer ones that is, could be restricted to use only on 
nights when the traffic on the street is much less than it 
is during the day. This is worth considering because one 
has had to pull in on the side of the road as the large 
containers tower past one in a small car. When therefore 
the larger container? come the feeling of being run over 
by them will be even more imminent, but I think ?hat 
there is no way of our avoiding their advent to Barba- 
dos. What we must do therefore is to see how best they 
can be introduced with the minimum of inconvenience 
to the greatest  lumber of persons. 

We have built a new harbour facility at great cost 
ultimately to the taxpayers and the economy of the coun- 
try, and we have not been able so far to maximise the 
returns on the investment. If we go the length of intro- 
ducing the latest innovations in containerisation, the 
indications are that this will increase Barbados' capacity 
for trade. We must always remember that we are not 
alone of countries that can offer harbour facilities and 
transshipment facilities. If therefore we do not keep 
ourselves well in the forefront of providing the latest 
improvements, we run a serious risk of falling far behind 
as a force to reckon with in the field of intraeaiibbean 
and international trade. 

I should also like, Sir, to take this opportunity to 
say something about the problem of Barbadian seamen. 
You cannot have carriage of goods by sea without human 
beings to man the vehicles. We are an island community 
and as such we produce a comparatively high number of 
seamen, comparative in Barbadian terms, but inter- 
nationally the number of seamen we produce is really not 
of great significance. For that reason it seems to me at 
any rate that Barbadian seamen are unable to get the 
highest arid the best representation. 

I have had to deal professionally with a number of 
grievances of seamen and I can witness to the sense of 
frustration that many of them give expression to. There is 
a sort of threecornered situation involving Barbados, 
London and whatever other place in the world that the 
problem arises. I think that as a community we need to 
come to the assistance of our seamen. There has been a 
disturbing number of cases recently in which seamen with 
grievances and in some cases where the seamen have died, 
their relatives have not been able to have their grievances 
remedied or if they have been remedied they have come 
only after very long delays. This is a situation where as a 
community we need to answer the call of this small group 
of Barbadians who are driven by choice or circumstances 
to seek to earn their living on the high seas, and who as 
a result often have to endure humiliation and grave incon- 
venience. Many of them who have this unfortunate expe- 
rience have complained that they do not get the sort of 
effective representation in a timely manner to be able to 
vindicate themselves as citizens of an independent country 
in 1980. 

Finally, Sir, I should like to refer to Article 25 and 
to underline its significance. It will be noted that in para- 
graph 3 of that Article reference is made to damage 
caused by nuclear incident. The point I wish to make 
here is that in itself is a grim reminder of the develop- 
ment in trade and the conveyance by sea of various goods 
and matter between 1926 when the first Act was passed 
and today when we are repealing this Act and replacing 
it with a new one. In a sense that underscores the out- 
moded nature of the 1926 legislation. It indicates tllere- 
fore that other arrangements have been made for damage 
caused by a nuclear incident. The point I wish to make 
now is an environmental one that we in Barbados and in 
other parts of the Caribbean need to be aware of the fact 
that today ships coming into the Caribbean sometimes 
have nuclear waste or other highly noxious material being 
transported from one developed country to another 
developed country. 

I attended a conference recently in which a mem- 
ber of the Barbados delegation was seeking to have in- 
cluded in the recommendations that were being made 
provision for this contingency. We in the Caribbean have 
to  be on the h ~ k - o u t  for this sort of development. There 



are developed countries who have persuaded themselves 
that it is not safe to dispose of their nuclear waste within 
their own national borders and have been looking at cer- 
tain wide open spaces in Latin America for the disposal 
of nuclear waste. From the point of view of environmen- 
tal education we need to be aware of this, to keep our 
eyes on the look-out for it and if the point is reached in 
which it is a significant hazard to life and health in our 
region, we need to take the necessary legislative and poli- 
tical safeguards to protect ourselves. Thank you, Sir. 

SENATOR THE HON. D. G. BLACKMAN: Mr. 
President, there is little to respond to except to note the 
concern expressed by Senator C o ~ e l l  with respect to 
the plight of Barbadian seamen, whch to the best of my 
knowledge from the standpoint of seamen as workers has 
not come to the attention of the Ministry of Labour, 
therefore not being apprised of any labour problems by 
the seamen themselves and not apprised by Senator 
Comell of the specificity of the problem, it is difficult to 
say what from the perspective of the Government or my 
Ministry could be done in the circumstances. 

In so far as the matter of dumping material waste is 
concerned, Barbados has always expressed its position un- 
equivocally in the First Committee of the United Nations 
where matters relating to disarmament, the arms race, etc. 
usually come before the United Nations General 
Assembly. But more than that, this whole question of 
environmental pollution by ultra modern technologies 
came up for discussion in the said Committee two years 
ago when the two nuclear super powers CO-sponsored a 
Resolution which would permit an unrestricted tampering 
with the environment. The Government of Barbados then 
declared its policy clearly as being opposed to any 
environmental modification whatsoever. Even the creation 
of rain, rain making can sometimes be a very hazardous 
exercise and rain makers have been known to lose control 
and unleash forces which were destructive of life and 
property on an extensive basis. 

Then within the hstory of mankind countries in 
waging war with other countries, whether cold wars or 
hot wars, have been known deliberately and maliciously 
to pollute the environment by releasing germs and 
chemicals in the atmosphere poisoning large numbers of 
people, destroying food crops and generally making it 
difficult for the country at which their antagonism is 
directed to survive, and the Government of Barbados will 
continue vigorously to oppose any attempts of using ultra 
modem technology for purposes to create an environment 
which would be unsafe and hazardous to the fauna and 
flora of the world. 

The question that the Bill be read a second time 
was put to the Senate and agreed to. 

APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES 

SENATOR THE HON. D. G. BLACKMAN: Mr. 
President, prior to the motion of resolving the Senate 
into Committee, I would like to move that Senator * 
Wickham be elected Chairman of the Committee for this 
day. 

The question was put to the Senate and agreed to. 

SENATOR THE HON. D. G. BLACKMAN: Mr. 
President, I beg to move that t h ~ s  Senate do now resolve 
itself into Committee on this Bill. 

The question was put to the Senate and agreed to. 
Mr. Deputy President left the Chair and the Senate went 
into Committee on the Bill, Senator J. Wickharn in the 
Chair. 

SENATOR K. E. HINDS: Mr. Chairman, I beg to 
move that the Bill be taken as read. 

The question was put to the Senate and agreed to. 

Clauses 1 to 5 were called and passed. 

The Schedule was called and passed. 

SENATOR THE HON. D. G. BLACKMAN: Mr. 
Chairman, I beg to move that the Senate do now resume 
and the Bill be reported as having passed without amend- 
ment. 

The question was put to the Senate and agreed to. a 

On the motion of Senator the Hon. D. G. 
Blackman, the passing of the Bill in Committee was 
reported to the Senate and Mr. Deputy President resumed , 
the Chair and reported accordingly. 

On the motion of Senator the Hon. D. G. * 
Blackman, the Bill was read a third time and passed. 

SUSPENSION 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is proposed that we 
suspend this Sitting fbr 20 minutes and take tea at this 
stage. 

I On Resumption: 
l + 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: This Sitting is now 
resumed. 



BILL TO AMEND THE PROPERTY TRANSFER 
TAX ACT, CAP. 84A 

Order Number three was called - To move the 
Second Reading of a Bill to amend the Property Transfer 
Tax Act, Cap. 84A. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Senator Blackrnan. 
d 

SENATOR THE HON. D. G. BLACKMAN: Mr. 
Deputy President, this Bill seeks to amend the Property 
Transfer Tax Act Cap. 84A in accordance with a pro- 
posal contained in the Budget Speech of the Hon. Minis- 
ter of Finance in April of this year. For some time now, 
in Barbados, there has been a general feeling of concern 
about the lost of control of our natural resources, the 
most precious and important, of course, being land, if we 
leave our people aside. 

Apprehensions have been expressed at the influx of 
non nationals who buy up large chunks of land, drive the 
prices up, and push local would-be purchasers of land out 
of the market. 

This Bill is a modest beginning, on the part of the 
Government to establish, or to regain control on this 
question of the purchase of land by nonaationals, as it 
seeks to impose an increase in tax, from 10% to 15%. I 
do not believe that any patriotic Barbadian would quarrel 
with this particular proposal, except .perhaps, to say that 
it has not gone far enough. But, I think that when one 
considers the fact that the economy of Barbados is in- 
timately bound up with interest elsewhere, I think that 
change should be carried out with a certain degree of cir- 
cumspection. 

me stress again, that it is most essential that the terms 
and conditions which are available to  Barbadians abroad 
who are denied the privilege of buying land, let us say, in 
Trinidad, should apply equally with people who are non- 
Barbadians here. 

We have seen, or are about to  see, the ownership of 
our oldest daily newspaper change hands to essentially 
foreign ones and I think that we ought to  take much 
more care about how we dispose of our heritage. For 
somebody who is going to spend a couple of million 
dollars, a Property Transfer Tax of 15% is not a great 
deal and in view of the Hon. Minister's early confession as 
to the rectitude of my remarks, I can only say that I 
hope that the next step in this process will be a much 
bigger one than any that we have seen so far. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Senator Marjorie 
Blackrnan. 

SENATOR M. I. St.C. BLACKMAN: Mr. Deputy 
President, like Senator Wickham, I would like to express 
some concern. The Hon. Minister himself, in introducing 
the Bill, remarked that perhaps the criticism could be that 
the Bill has not gone far enough. I would beseech him to 
try to  influence his colleagues to take the step which will 
in fact, go far enough and make sure that the land in Bar- 
bados is preserved for nationals and to  convince his 
colleagues that a 15% tax is not a sufficient deterrent be- 
cause even 15%, tax on current prices of land in Barba- 
dos, does not bring the prices of land into line with the 
prices of land in even some of our neighbouring 
territories. 

I He said that we have changed with circumspection. 

I applaud this beginning and move that this Bill be 
now read a second time. 

This is a step in the right direction which I support 
and I believe that as time goes on, that there will be, 
within the parameters of a responsible Government, fur- 
ther steps taken to extend the control. 

C 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is proposed that this 
Bill be now read a second time ......... Senator Wickham. 

I agree entirely because I feel that violent change and 
sudden change often does more harm in a community 
than good; but while we want change with circumspec- 
tion, in this particular instance we hope that i t  can be 
expeditious and so we hope in a very short time we will 

SENATOR J. C. W. WICKHAM: Mr. Deputy Presi- 
dent, the Hon. Minister introducing the Bill has most 
effectively stolen what thunder I had at my disposal and 
he is far too clever an Introducer of Bills for me to with- 
hold my admiration for his technique. 

However, although he agrees that the Bill is a step 
r forward, it is by no means, a giant step. There is a great 

deal of money looking for a home in Barbados and I have 
no doubt that the arrangements for Offshore Banking will 
produce even more looking for a home in Barbados. Let 

have before us another Bill ~ h i c h - ~ o e s  much fiuther, 
and I hope that when that Bill comes that we wiU not 
find it has leases for 99 years or something of the sort, 
but if i t  has leases in i t  restricting the control of land, 
then that control will be for much shorter periods than 
99 years. 

I thank the Minister for his remarks and I am sure 
that he will in fact try to  convince his colleagues that 
the next step should be taken very shortly. Thank you, 
Sir. 

SENATOR THE HON. D. BLACKMAN: Mr. Presi- 
dent, I note the endorsement of the remarks I made by 
Senators Wickham and Blackrnan. 

The question that the Bill be read a second time 
was put to the Senate and agreed to. 



On motion of Senator the Hon. D. Blackman, the 
Senate resolved itself into Committee on the Bill, Senator 
J. Wickham in the Chair. 

On motion of Senator K. Hinds the Bill was taken as 
read. 

Clauses 1 and 2 were called and passed. 

On motion of Senator the Hon. D. Blackman, the 
Senate reported the Bill as having passed the Committee 
without amendment, and Mr. Deputy President resumed 
the Chair and reported accordingly. 

On separate motions of Senator the Hon. D. 
Blackman, the Bill was read a third time forthwith and 
passed. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER No. 45(2) 

SENATOR THE HON. N. A. BARROW: Mr. Pres- 
ident, as I intimated earlier in these proceedings, there are a 
couple of items of which notice was given this afternoon, 
and indeed one of them has been circulated; the other 
two Resolutions were not until this afternoon. One may 
expect that to be the case becaua it is a matter which 
only came to hand yesterday and which is a matter of 
geatest urgency, and while as you are aware I do not like 
to move matters through all their stages in one afternoon, 
there are good and valid reasons why for a change I have 
to ask the Honourable Senate to permit of dealing with a 
couple of these matters this afternoon. I am referring, 
Sir, to the Defence Resolution, to the Resolution on the 
vesting of land and buildings in the ADC, and also to 
the Resolution to approve the use of $US2,230,000 
from the Export Development Corporation of Canada 
;for the purchase of air traffic control radar equipment. 

There are, S i r ,  two Bills, the Liquor Licences 
(Amendment) and the Public Loans (Redemption) 
(Repeal) whch if members wish we could also take this 
afternoon especially since they are matters of little or 
no contention, and indeed I would really be happy to 
take any other matters which members felt they could 
take this afternoon in the interest of facilitating or 
getting through at a reasonable time on Friday when I 
have to ask that we return to finish off. But the matters 
in respect of which a case of urgency exists are the three 
Resolutions which I have mentioned first, and therefore 
these are the three which I am proposing to deal with 
at this stage, starting with the vesting of lands in the 
ADC. 

I accordingly move that Standing Order No. 45(2) 
.be suspended for the remainder of today's sitting. 

The question was put to the Senate and agreed to. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1980-8 1 NO. 4 
a 

The fifth Order of the day was called - to move 
the passing of a Resolution to approve the use of the sum 
of $2,230,000 US from the Export Development Cor- * 
poration of Canada for the purchase of air traffic control 
radar equipment. 

4 
SENATOR THE HON. N. A. BARROW: Mr. Pres- 

ident, I have indicated that I would have taken the Spring 
Hall one first, but any way it  is just as well. This is a 
Resolution, Sir, to facilitate the purchase of radar equip- 
ment for the air traffic control at the Grantley Adams 
Airport. 

It is indeed, Sir, a rather straightforward matter. 
As you are aware, there were in the past arrangements 
for the maintenance of this equipment at the airport, 
which arrangements we do not, I am sure, need to go 
into. Suffice it to say that we have made other arrange- 
ments and the state of the equipment is, quite frankly, 
that much of it is obsolete and as a matter of urgency 
funding had to be organised for tZle replacement of this 
obsolete equipment. I believe, Sir, that the people who 
serviced the equipment and who had a contract for its 
maintenance in the past were rather skilful in putting 
together a number of things, and in the skilful putting 
together put together some equipment wluch if the 
safety of the operation is to be maintained we would 
certainly need both to upgrade and to have properly 
maintained. 

For this reason, Sir, the Government acting through 
, the Civil Aviation and Tourism Division entered into a con- 

tract with Raythion (Canada) Limited far the supply of air 
traffic repair equipment to replace what now exists. At a 

1 total contract price of $2,567 Canadian Raythion has a 
I agreed to supply a l l  the air traffic control radar equipment, 
I to supply the services of a qualified field service representa- 

tive, to inspect the installation and carry out fieldtests for 
a primary radar for a period of 12 weeks, provide the ser- 
vices of a qualified field service representative, to inspect 9 

installation and carry out field tests for the secondary radar 
for a period of three weeks, provide theoretical and practi- 
cal training for a maximum of six radar technical personnel " 
in the operation and efficient maintenance of the radar 
equipment in Canada, and in addition there will be on the 
job training of technicians during installation and check out 
of the equipment, and air  traffic service personnel should 
be trained on the operation of the equipment. 

The Export Development Corporation, Sir, is a 
Corporation established by an Act of Parliament of 
Canada, and has indicated its willingress to finance 
85% of the cost of the equipment to a maximum of 
U.S. $2,230,000 to be repaid over a period of seven * 
years at an exchange rate of 8.625 per centum per 
annum, the remaining 15% has been made up by way 
of a cash payment. 



The position, Sir, is that there is a tight time 
schedule, and also there is the very urgency of the 
operation itself and this is why we are asking this after- 
noon that we take it now instead of giving it the usual 
period of notice. 

I move, Sir, that the Senate do now concur in 
this Resolution. 

h 

The question was put to the Senate and agreed to. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE OF THE VESTING OF 
LAND AND BUILDINGS AT FRIENDSHIP, 

ST. LUCY, IN THE BARBADOS 
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOP- 

MENT CORPORATION 

SENATOR THE HON. N. A. BARROW: This 
Resolution, Sir, which was circulated, is a Resolution 

, that is necessary for getting the Sphgliall Project off 
the ground. There have been negotiatioils with the 
CDB for the funding of this project and funds cannot 
be drawn down until either there is a leasing of land to 
the ADC which is for Government the Executing 
Agency of the Springhall Project, or a vesting of the 
lands. 

What was raised earlier was a matter of a leasing 
but then this was not proceeded with because Cabinet 
took the decision that in the context of the overall 
aims of its rural development project it would be 
advisable not to lease the land but to vest it totally in 
ADC, giving ADC therefore greater flexibility in what- 
ever arrangements ultimately came to be determined. 
Until this is done it would not be possible for any of 
the funds for the project to be drawn down, and the 

U 

last extension which they had in terms of time for this 
exercise was an extension to the 31st July which I 
believe, Sir, is tomorrow. So what we are coming here 
with, Sir, is not the general approval for the entire 
project or anything of this sort, but indeed for the 
vesting arrangement which will allow the project to go 
forward. 

I', 

The prcyosal, therefore, Sir is that these lands be 
vested in the ADC. I move that the Senate do now 
concur in this Resolution. 

The question was put to the Senate and agreed 
to. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE COMPULSORY 
ACQUISITION OF TWO PARCELS OF LAND 

AT THE CORNER OF HOWELLS CROSS 
*. ROAD AND TWO MILE HILL 

SENATOR J. A. CONNELL: With the leave of 
you, Mr. Deputy President, there was a matter affecting 

this that would more properly be raised privately, and if 
the Leader of the Senate would make arrangements for 
that to be done it would probably be more appropriate 
to deal with it that way. We would be loath to  have to 
deal with it publicly, so that if he wishes to have it 
stood by for a while that might be the better course of 
action. 

We would like to reserve our position on these two 
matters which were put to us; numbers one and three. As 
to the others, Sir, we think that they could be proceeded 
with. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Senator Barrow. 

SENATOR THE HON. N. A. BARROW: Mr. 
Deputy President, I am very pleased to be able to go 
ahead Sir, with some of the Bills, but I wish to make it 
clear that while I would be quite prepared, perhaps when 
we pause for dinner, or at some other convenient time, to 
entertain Senator Connell's question and satisfy him on a 
query which he has in relation to any of the Resolutions, 
they are only three. One however Sir, is something which 
we must proceed with and I believe Sir, that it is only 
fair to say that any of the comments which are likely to 
be made on one, are comments of a general nature about 
which, people have in fact, taken quite firm positions. So 
that, there is no real difference between comments as 
they are likely to be made now and as they are likely to 
be made on Friday. 

But Sir, it is my intention to proceed with Item 
One at this stage on that List which was circulated, with 
the permission of the Hon. Senate, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is proposed that we 
deal with Number Six, Seven and Eight and after dinner, 
that we deal with Number Three. ", 

Please call Order Number Six. 

BILL TO AMEND THE LIQUOR LICENSING 
ACT 

Order Number Six was called - To move the 
Second Readmg of a Bill to amend the Liquor Licensing 
Act. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Senator Barrow. 

SENATOR THE HaV. N. A. BARROW: Mr. 
Deputy President, this matter is one which goes some way 
back, in that for some time, there has been discussion as 
to whether Liquor Licensing Sessions were held often 
enough and if not, what sort of arrangements could bsst 
take the place of the current arrangements. So, in addition 
to bringing the L e d a t i o n  in line with other L e d a t i o n  
with relation to liie kind of penalties which should obtain 



for breach, the main aim of the Bill is that while there 
should not be any diminution of the right of the citizen 
to  object to  the grant, or renewal of a Liquor Licence, 
however, there should be less recourse to the system of 
special Licensing Sessions which after all, do  not cost any 
less than the regular Licensing Sessions, by providing for 
more regular Licensing Sessions to be held. 

The proposal in the Legislation now Sir, is that 
Licensing Sessions should be every other month starting 
in the month of February. Therefore, six instead of the 
original four and there is, in the Bill, the relevant arnendmg 
sections relating to Section 14 of the original Act, 
which deals with Licensing Sessions and Section 19 whidl 
will deal with objections to applications. In addition, Sir, 
reflecting the Budget, there is a new Schedule relating to 
the scale of fees for Licences. 

I move that this Bill be read a second time. 

The question that the Bill be read a second time 
was put to the Senate and agreed to. 

On the motion of Senator the Hon. N. A. Barrow, 
the Senate resolved itself into a Committee on the Bill, 
Senator the Rev. A. Hatch in the Chair. 

On the motion of Senator K. E. Hinds, the Bill 
was taken as read. 

Clauses 1 to 10 inclusive were called and passed. 

Clauses 11 to 20 inclusive were called and passed. 

The Schedule was called and passed. 

On the motion of Senator the Hon. N. A. Barrow, 
the Senate resumed and the Bill was reported as having 
passed the Committee without amendment, Mr. Deputy 
President in the Chair. 

On the separate motions of Senator the Hon. N. A. 
Barrow the Bill was read a third time forthwith and passed. 

THE PUBLIC LOANS (REDEhPTION) 
(REPEAL) ACT, 1980 

The Seventh Order of the day was called - to move 
the second reading of a Bill to repeal the Public Loans 
(Redemption) Act. 

SENATOR THE HON. N. A. BARROW: Mr. 
President, on the Statute Book there are a number of 
Loan Acts and from time to time it would be found that 
the purpose of these Acts would be spent. One Act about 

1 

which there is some doubt would be the Public Loans 
Act, 1961, where amendments have taken place, at  least 
four amendments - 1967, 1971, 1973 and 1977 - t o  
increase the amounts which may be borrowed there- 
under and which Act indeed, Sir, seems to  have been - 
passed relating only to the purpose of the development 
programme of 1960-65, and therefore although what 
has been done under that Act has been quite legal, it . 
does seem as though its operation and its purpose are 
not quite ad idem. 

One Act about which there is indeed no doubt as 
to whether its purpose has been spent is the one which 
we are proposing to repeal this afternoon. It was passed 
in 1942 to facilitate the raising of what would then have 
been £80,000 which I do not know translated into 
today's terns how much money it would be, but I 
believe it would be quite a lot, but it was passed to 
facilitate the raising of $432,000 in that day to redeem 
past loans, and its purpose is clearly spent, so i t  is really 
of no use on the Statute Books. The proposal therefore 
is to remove it, and as we come across such legislation 
from time to time we will simply have to come to 
Parliament and ask that we agree to remove them. 

I beg to move that this Bill be read a second time. 

The question was put to the Senate and agreed to. 

On the motion of Senator the Hon. N. A. Barrow, 
the Senate resolved itself into Committee on the Bill, 
Senator J. C. Wickham in the Chair. 

On the motion of Senator K. Hinds the Bill was 
taken as read. 

Clauses 1 and 2 were called and passed. M 

On the motion of Senator the Hon. N. A. Barrow, 
the Senate reported the passing of the Bill in Committee 
without amendment, and Mr. Deputy President resumed * 

the Chair and reported accordingly. 

On the separate motions of Senator the Hon. N. A. .. 
Barrow, the Bill was read a third time forthwith and 
passed. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE USE OF THE SUM 
OF £684,506 AND THE SUM OF 5 3,878,866 FROM 

LLOYDS BANK INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 

SENATOR D. H. G. HUNTE: Mr. President, from 
time to  time we on this side find it necessary to agree 
with the Government when they want to proceed with 
certain bits of l e d a t i o n .  This particular Resolution t 

which is before us is for a lot of money and we indicated 
through my colleague earlier that we would prefer, since 



we are coming back on Friday, to have this particular 
matter held over until then so that it can be discussed 
in a proper way. $13 million is not a small amount of 
money, and I find it difficult to find that the Leader of 
the Senate cannot facilitate the Opposition this evening. 

r If the attitude is that they are hardened on this occasion, 
then we will be unwilling to participate in this discussion 
this afternoon. 

X 

SENATOR THE HON. N. k BARROW: Mr. 
President, I have checked on my files and seen that the 
July 31st deadline should be met. I have mixed this up 
with the other Resolutions and I felt that all three indeed 
fell within that deadline, and therefore I cannot see any 
reason myself for not holding it over until Friday, so that 
once we agree that we are coming at 12 o'clock on 
Friday and doing the rest of the business, there is no 
difficulty. What I would like to say, Sir, is this, that on 
Friday it will mean that we wiU have those two Bills, 
which are the Crown Lands (Vesting and Disposal) and 
the Oceanographic Research, which appear to me to be 
noncontentious - you can tell me whether I am wrong 
- and there is a possible amendment to the Broadcasting 
Bill which I am not sure is going to be amended. If it 
is amended tomorrow in the Other Place, then I would 
wish to ask the Senate to take it  on Friday also in that 
as the Bill now stands, as we passed it, Sir, it referred 
to the Minister responsible for Communications rather 
than Telecommunications, which is not the accurate 
designation, because the subject is telecommunications, 

and it may be that by the time it is brought back and 
forth it is decided that it is no point amending it just 
for that. 

I wonder then, Sir, if we agree to take this Resolu- 
tion on Friday, whether Senator Connell and Senator 
Hunte would agree to our proceeding with the land 
acquisition at this ,.rap,e. 

SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We propose then to 
suspend the sitting for five minutes and ask the two 
Opposition Senators to meet in my Chambers. 

On Resumption: 
ADJOURNMENT 

SENATOR THE HON. N. A. BARROW: Mr. 
Deputy President, in view of the fact that a matter of 
some erudition has been raised which makes it necessary 
for me to seek further advice on the one Item which we 
mi$ht otherwise have been able to do, I do not now 
propose to take that Item and I would therefore move 
that the Senate do now adjourn until Friday, the 1st 
August, at 12.00 noon. 

The question was put to the Senate and agreed to, 
and Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT adjourned the sitting 
accordingly. 
6.00 pm. 




